WHAT A YEAR!  RAFEA INTER-SERVICES CHAMPIONS 2009
The RAF Equitation team are riding high after winning the Loriner’s Combined Services Equestrian Association Inter-services championship for 2009 with a clean sweep! Winning all three legs of the Loriners meant that the RAF were undoubtedly the 2009 Inter-Service Champions – no single service has achieved a clean sweep of the board for the last 10yrs.
The championships comprises of 3 competitions, hosted by each service during the year.  Points are accumulated towards the championship which is sponsored by the Worshipful Company of Loriners, a company that manufactures the metal equipment used in horse’s bridles and saddles.  
The Army hosted the opening competition of a ‘One Day Event’ comprising of dressage, showjumping and cross-country sections at the Defence Animal Centre, Melton Mowbray.  The RAF team of stalwart Wg Cdr Jane Austin, Senior Dental Officer at RAF Cosford riding the experienced Mr Willoughby, Flt Lt Carrie Moore, a PEdo based at RAF Boulmer on Diamond Towra, a horse that she has worked hard to produce from an inexperienced youngster, RAF doctor Flt Lt Caitlin Wroe, on Alligator and Cpl Beccy Downes, a nurse based at Peterborough hospital on RAF team stalwart Arctic Zip.  IT Technican Cpl Paula Golder, PJHQ and RAFP Cpl Kelly Kyte, RAF Henlow and Brize Norton- based RAF Air Steward SAC Mel Stoner rode as individuals.  The RAF made a cracking start to the season winning the team event, and taking the top four placings with three team members and an individual rider.  
The next competition on the calendar was a ‘Combined Training’ event (comprising dressage and showjumping elements) hosted by the Royal Navy at Sparsholt College, Winchester – a long way to travel when you consider that the RAF riders were travelling from as far north as RAF Boulmer and as far west as RAF Valley!  The team consisted of Wg Cdr Austin, RAF Marham-based pilot Flt Lt Jules Fleming riding UFO, Flt Lt Moore and SAC Stoner (Centurion) with Wg Cdr Dawn Elson, OC FSW RAF Waddington, Flt Lt Liz Hale and SAC Catterall riding as individuals.  All riders put in good performances to win the team event once again with a number of individual placings to boot!  
The final event on the Loriner’s calendar was the Team Chase hosted by the RAF at Foxcote Manor, Andoversford, Glos.  The team chase is a competition where all four team riders negotiate a course of solid cross-country fences at the same time at hair-raising speed, where the winning team is the fastest team to get at least 3 riders past the post. Rounds also forms part of the Military Cup class (one of many classes that day).  Wg Cdr Austin, Flt Lt Moore, Cpl Downes and Cpl Golder charged round at breakneck speed with all 4 riders surviving the course! A special mention must go to Cpl Downes who returned from Afghanistan on R&R especially for the team chase, swopping deserts for breeches to jump around the demanding course on her experienced partner Zippy after not riding for several months!  A fast and accurate round from the RAF meant the RAF retained the Team Chase title from 2008, completing the course 31 seconds faster than the Army and a whopping 1 minute faster than the RN!  Their speedy round, in addition to the Loriner’s Cup landed them the Military Cup for the fastest military team of the day.  
Any RAF personnel interested in competing for the RAF Equitation Squad should contact the Chef D’Equipe Wg Cdr Jane Austin on 95561 7401.  You must have regular access to a horse and horse transport and be capable of jumping a 3’6” course of show jumps.
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