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INFRINGEMENTS BY
GA ENDANGER LIVES BUT CAN SERIOUSLY DENT YOUR WALLET!
Every year we see it, “GA aircraft in near miss with Red Arrows at xxxx Airshow.  Pilot to be prosecuted…”.  Of course, for many of us that is the last that we read or hear about the event, but for the unfortunate soul involved it will probably mean legal counsel, a Court appearance and at least a £500 fine.  Still it could be worse, imagine the “red-top” headline “RAF Top Gun killed by reckless private pilot, several spectators killed by debris…”.
It’s not just Airshows that are infringed.  The Class D and E airspace around busy airports, nuclear power station restricted areas, ATZs around GA airfields, NOTAM’d events, the list is endless…
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Whilst, infringements are nothing new, the 2009 figures have doubled (a 100% increase) since 2006.  Why? Probably, a number of factors:
1. Poor navigation currency.

2. Increasingly complex airspace.
3. New R/T procedures.
4. Poor NOTAM accessibility.
5. Credit crunch
a. Out of date maps
b. Poor flying “recency”.
Not one of these factors take into account the Human Factor, behavioral, issues that can come into play.  For example, you haven’t flown for a while, you can’t afford a new map, you’re only going flying in the local area (which you have done dozens of times), you’re taking an instructor (who may not be as current as you imagine) and as you go to check the NOTAMS you realize that your 3rd party software subscription has expired – what do you imagine happens next?  Someone backs into your car in the flying club car-park that puts your frame of mind into the danger zone to be a safe and competent aviator!
So what happens when you infringe?  Well, chances are you’ll get away with it (with your life that is), but you may well start a number of actions ranging from best to worse:
1. Make an airliner abort their costly approach into the airport.

2. Temporarily stop an event such as an airshow.

3. Launch the UK QRA force as ATC believe that you are going to crash on a nuclear power station.
You will be investigated and it will probably be prosecuted by the CAA.  It might be possible to “smooth over” the infringement with a well-placed telephone call to the air traffic control unit involved – but don’t count on it!  There is a growing concern in NATS that all these infringements are heading for a disaster – an accident.  It is therefore wise to expect that prosecution will result.

The going rate in 2007 for an infringement was a £500-£1000 fine – in future this could be much worse. The CAA are starting to look to make “examples” of individuals.
TOP 10 TIPS FOR AVOIDING INFRINGEMENTS
1. Navigate!  Choose features that stick out like the proverbial “dog’s ba££s”.

2. If you use a GPS then make sure the database is up to date.

3. Allow yourself plenty of room for manoeuvre – plan to put at least 1 mile between you and the avoid boundary.

4. Check your NOTAMs thoroughly and understand them!

5. Make “back-up plans” in pre-flight for the chance of being rerouted for weather or by ATC.

6. Talk to an ATCRU and if unsure of your position then ASK!

7. Use Distress and Diversion (D&D) if you get lost – it’s better than a £1000 fine!

8. Use radio aids and radials and DME ranges to keep you out of trouble.

9. Always carry an up to date map.

10. Never be too proud to ask for help…

Last year a RAFFCA Member infringed and was subject to investigation; he narrowly escaped prosecution thanks to intervention by NATS.  This is a good time to reflect on your navigational skills and also the supervision of individuals in your club.  Out of interest, a large proportion of infringements occur when flying with an instructor!

Take last year’s infringement as a “shot across the bows” for RAFFCA.  Fortunately, no-one was hurt but it could have been so much worse. Finally, remember that RAFFCA Clubs are operated under the consent of the airfield’s Station Commander – they could remove the authority for your club to operate if they believe that your club is bringing the Station’s reputation into disrepute.

 _________________________________

GASCo
The General Aviation Safety Council (GASCo) recently appointed a new Chief Executive, Mike O'Donoghue. Mike is an ex Army Air Corps Colonel and is promising to inject a new and exciting direction for GASCo. He has a number of innovative ideas that I hope to report on in the near future.
Also, I was recently elected to the GASCo Board, so if you have suggestions for GASCo’s future then please let me know.
_________________________________

Have a great and safe Summer Season. Please remember that if you have a GA related aviation safety problem then please call me or e-mail me (new details).

        Gary Coleman

Work Mil: 95221 5697
Work Civ: 01494 495697

Mobile: 07881 931732

e-mail:gary.coleman499@mod.uk
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Need Advice? Call the RAFFCA Aviation Safety Member Gary Coleman 07881 931732
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