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Officer in Charge of the 2011 Lossiemouth Raft Race.
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Dear Competitor,







LOSSIEMOUTH RAFT RACE 2011
Lossiemouth will be holding its Raft Race on Sunday 14th August 2011.  This is an annual event, which sees teams of 4-8 people race their homemade rafts down a course on the Lossiemouth estuary (East Beach).  The event is normally supported well by the local community and regularly achieves an attendance in excess of 5000 people.

This year’s event is being held in aid of two chosen charities; The Neonatal Unit at Aberdeen Maternity Hospital & Erskine.
I would like to thank you for showing interest in entering a team into this year’s race.  All the details that you and your team require to book your place at this year’s event are held within Annex A.  Included are the entry forms, rules and regulations and sponsorship forms.

The Lossiemouth Raft Race has proven to be a very successful community event over the years, and great fun for all the family.  We very much appreciate your support in making this year one to remember.  I look forward to receiving your entry forms and deposit in the near future.

If you have any queries regarding this request please do not hesitate to contact me and I look forward to meeting you on the day.

Yours sincerely,
E J Harper-Lewis
Flight Lieutenant

OIC 2011 Raft Race

ANNEX A TO

LOS/4111/57/P5

Dated 21 APR 11
THE 35th ANNUAL LOSSIEMOUTH RAFT RACE

2.30 PM SUNDAY 14 AUGUST 2011
RULES AND REGULATIONS

1.
Eligibility.   The Lossiemouth Raft Race is open to all Service and civilian personnel employed at RAF Lossiemouth and RAF Kinloss and all groups, businesses, associations and clubs in the local area.

2.
Raft Construction.   Rafts are to meet the following specifications (those that do not will be disqualified from the race).  A raft is a flat, preferably floating structure, which may be constructed from manufactured items of a non-nautical (and non-toxic!) nature.  Rafts which closely resemble boats or canoes will be disqualified.  Specially formed GRP resin (fibreglass) structures are not to be used.  Propulsion is to be achieved via man made paddles, or sails made from domestic materials.  Sharp or angled parts of the raft or associated equipment are to be suitably covered with protective padding.  Each raft is to be clearly marked, front and rear, with the raft’s identification number, which will be issued on the day of the race.

3.
Crew Composition.   Each crew must consist of a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 8 persons all over the age of 16 years.  A team captain nominated from each raft will be responsible for both the raft and crew for the duration of the race.  Crews are encouraged to wear fancy dress, however, no clothing is to be worn that could prove hazardous if the raft should overturn or sink.

4. Safety.   For your own safety, all crew members are to abide by the following instructions:

a. Anyone who in the opinion of the organisers has been drinking alcohol prior to the start of the race will be barred from competing.

b. Crew Members must be able to affect an immediate escape from the raft and must not be restricted in any way. 

c. All race participants are to wear a buoyancy aid, this will be provided on the 

Day; however, crews may wear their own.

d. The River Lossie may contain obstructions that could cause cuts and abrasions.  Crews are to wear foot protection and are advised to wear hand protection.

e. All crews must obey the instructions of the organizers and safety boat crews.

5. Entry.   All entry forms are to be returned to the race organisers before 15th July 2011 with cheques for the race entry cost and deposits included:

a. A £35 entrance fee.

b. All teams are encouraged to raise as much money as possible for the nominated Raft Race charities.  Cheques are to be made payable to Service Funds RAF Lossiemouth.

6.
Prizes.   Trophies and awards will be presented as soon as possible after the end of the race.  Prizes will be awarded for:

a. First Service Team.

b. First Civilian Team
c. Best Fancy Dress Raft and Outfit.

7.
Assembly.   Registration is to be attended by team captains, and will take place in the control tent between 12.00 pm and 12.30 pm.  Crews are to assemble with their rafts in the assembly area by 1.45 pm. The rafts will be inspected to ensure their construction complies with the race rules and regulations.  The judging of the fancy dress will also take place at this time.  A final brief for captains will take place at the assembly area at 2.00 pm.  Due to water temperature it is recommended that rafts are not launched until 2.10 pm for a start time of 2.30 pm.

8.
Sponsorship.   Teams are encouraged to raise sponsorship for the event.  The nominated charities are: the Neonatal Unit at Aberdeen Maternity Hospital & Erskine.  Sponsorship raised for the Raft Race Charity Fund should be sent, in the form of a cheque, to: 
Flt Lt Emma Harper-Lewis, 12 (B) Sqn, RAF Lossiemouth, Moray, IV31 6SD.  
Cheques should be made payable to Service Funds RAF Lossiemouth and are to be sent no later than 14 September 11.

9.
Liability.   All participants take part in the race voluntarily.  The organisers, RAF Lossiemouth and the Ministry of Defence will not accept any liability for loss, damage, injury or death caused during the race or any activities connected with the race.

10. Throwing of Missiles.   All Raft Race crews are yet again reminded that the throwing of eggs, flour bombs and water balloons is to be confined to the race only.  In the past battles have started during the fancy dress competition and this had led to complaints from residents in the area and parents worried over the safety of their children.  Team Captains are to ensure that crews adhere to this instruction and keep to the spirit of the event, allowing all spectators and local residents to enjoy the day.

11.
The aim of the Lossiemouth Raft Race is to raise money for worthwhile charities and, above all to have fun.  
Good Luck!
Emma Harper-Lewis
E J HARPER-LEWIS
Flight Lieutenant

OIC 2011 Raft Race
Enclosures:

1.
RAF Lossiemouth Raft Race Entry Form.

2.
RAF Lossiemouth Sponsorship Form.

2011 CHOSEN CHARITIES

Erskine

The Neonatal Unit at Aberdeen Maternity Hospital
LOSSIEMOUTH RAFT RACE 2:30 PM 14 AUGUST 2011
ENTRY FORM

Return to (by 15th July 11):

Flt Lt E J HARPER-LEWIS





12 (B) Sqn

Royal Air Force



No of Life Jackets Required:
________________

LOSSIEMOUTH





Moray

IV31 6SD

Acceptance and Declaration

I have read, understood and accept, without reservation, the rules for the 2011 Lossiemouth Raft Race.

Team Captain

Name:________________________
     Organization/Section:_____________________________

Address (non RAF Lossiemouth teams)  ______________________________________________






      ______________________________________________





                  ______________________________________________

Contact Tel No:______________ (Work) _________________ (Home)  ______________(Mobile)

	Name:
	
	Name:
	

	Signature:
	
	Signature:
	

	Name:
	
	Name:
	

	Signature:


	
	Signature:
	

	Name:
	
	Name:
	

	Signature:


	
	Signature:
	

	Name:
	
	Name:
	

	Signature:


	
	Signature:
	

	Name:
	
	Name:
	

	Signature:


	
	Signature:
	


Official Use:
	RAFT NO:
	

	DEPOSIT PAID:
	

	Charity Donation:
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   RAF LOSSIEMOUTH 
RAFT RACE 

2:30 PM SUNDAY 14 AUGUST 11
SPONSORSHIP FORM

	MEMBER NAME:

TEAM NAME:




The 2011 Lossiemouth Raft Race will take place on the River Lossie at 2.30 PM on Sunday 14 August.  All money raised by the event in general will be in the aid of:


a.
 Erskine

b.    The Neonatal Unit at Aberdeen Maternity Hospital
Each team has been invited to raise monies for the above charities by sponsorship.
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SPONSORSHIP FORM – CONTINUED (THIS FORM MAY BE COPIED)
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	AMOUNT
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