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Luftwaffe Operations Staff/Intelligence
Nos 2512/1) TCP SECRET -

RAIL TRANSPORT SYSTEM DURING

MARCH, APRTL AND MAY 194k

I. Situation

. It has always been part of the enemy's bombing policy to attack the Gexmas
rail transport system, the aim being to undermine the entire production and
supply eceoncmy of Germany. ("long term target policy".) However, the

unmusual intensification of such attacks, most marked si:
inddoates, as the Wehrmacht communique of 13.5.19k4k pointed
elosely linked with the enemy's invasion plane i :

out, that it is

The term "invasion" is used here in a wider sense as meaning the f£inal
phase of the war ("Invasion phase"), the sense in which it is used by the
British and the Americans, who hope to force a decision by making & massed
landing and setting up a war front on the Continent. T Coe i

‘ Target areas in which enemy air forces operate against the raJ-l communiica=
tions system are divided into three zZonés: :

1) the area of Northern France and Belgium - the zone of imve
narrower sense of the word; .

2) the intermediate soneé between the German and theFrench
transport systems, including the traffic barrier grea
Rhine valley; .

3) the reil system within Germany itself, particularly the main routes

to the weat.

The attack of the Tmvasion phase covers gomes 1 and 2 consecutively.
The rail system within Germany remeins as before a target of enemy 2ir a

In zone 1, the systematic destruction that has been sarried out
March of all the important junctions of the entire network — not onl
main lines - has most seriously orippled the whole transport systen
installations including rolling stock)s Similarly, Paris has b
cally cut off from long distancé traffic, and the mos: impor
the lower Seine have been destroysd one after the others
services for the civilian population in the narrow invasio
disrupted, It 45 only by exerting the greatest efforts ¢
_traffio and goods essential to the war effort, esg. cosl,

) All the important through stations in Zons 2
for lomger or shorter periods by heavy bombing raid
oarried out during April and Maye The following must
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_ L iene
on the line mﬁiﬁ - Strasbourg - Luneville - Dijon, 2nd o

Line Mulhouse - Belfert = Lyone - Marseilles

 Rhine have always been targets for enéid
‘ he "long ‘term" offensive against German ¢ s
isburg, D\'isseldorf Cologne, Menrheim, etc,), HOWeVeT) 20
CArTied out during the invasion period, a new wave of attacks hasw
carried out ﬁgginat the following junctions on the above mentioned €28

o e Gollipne,

]' Coo ‘ - : Frapkfurt ae Mo,

i) TR o Marmhej;n/hﬂmgshafen,
m‘im bna-sﬂ 8 are in a category of their own: since they constim

;051; imPOrtant bottle=necks in the e: !?mest rail communications Systers '

ave been- ‘reated as top priority invasion targebse

" p .,'.\'t‘h“
Uoving abtacks in ipril that csused 1ittie lasting dsmege, i MA7, 0
vidge over the Rhine = the ome ot Duisburg - was destroyed "accordd ,
‘ hrse Bo&.le attaak.

,B-inﬂ'b the ccunmmications system inside Geriany (cfs 3) };na:ve

%, infependently of the opening of the imvasion Phases 1 is _i,_é't

the' long term strategic bombing policy, Howevers i and 2y

v th ‘the ‘8svelopment of the air offensive against Zones 1 e.tio;@
and more to attack such vital points of the oonmmicm o

Tmany as areclosely comnected with the flow of traffi

! -exa.mplea ahm:.ld be mentiened-

mtwork of north=imest Germany:

Os;labruck,. _l&uns'her,
Hanover, mm Hamm,

Iocal and’ throualjl,,
to reatore the servi
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and t_n'mament centres of Gemany. m has
fmportant traffic junctions, but only for short per:
oarried out immediately by the Reichshehn and to the mea.a !

o enable traffic to be diverted.

These circumstances make it quite clear that the Raine 'bri.&ges are of .
deocisive importance, The fact that there are only a feéw of them means that the
nmuinber of alternative routes available is also smalls ' If the'bridges were

"destroyed they could be repaired only after a long delay = if at all faor the
duration of the ware Destroyed biridges would also block the waterway e.nd
interfere with river traffic-

Zone 3 (transport system inside Germany)

Attacks against the rail junstions listed under 3) above are aimed mainl'y‘
. against through traffic to the wegt, i.e. to the :.rrv‘asion area, and 1ess,.‘for‘
the time being, against the mnsport system of the interior of Germeny. ‘

e
T

However, Reichsbahn authorities fear that since the reiliays are a.lre y
suffering the severest strain, any further m‘t;ensu_ficatlon of the attacks ga:.ns
rail communications inside Germany may Jecperdise transport essent:al for
domestic economy and food ~ even within Germeny itself.’ L o

The following conclusions may be d.rawn from this ‘ass

situation: !

1. The enemy will try at all costs to keep the transpo 8YS ‘
invasion area out of action, and as fa.r as 7oss:|.ble to /extenﬂ. -th‘e
area affected. - L

2, Just as we must expect to be preven‘bed frn:&"ca
in Zone 1, we must also expect attacks dgaindt
Zome (2) and ageinst Zone 3 (Germa.n;y') to be i.n.t #

3. k
J_.:Les the gree_.test da.nger. EEhe 'bridges conc
through traffic. They are specially

o Judg:.ns by the importance the enem;r

03“"“’““’15 - D_Ei.s"bﬂ&, it 1a agpeumed  #iat
Hanm Vupperta

/the one at Stendal (Berlin-ﬂancver) is




Yo/ ‘ 23..
AGATNST THE GERMAN RAIL SYSTEM
AND _SOUTH-EAST =~ APRII~JUNE 1944

L - 1, The line through southern France: Dijon~Chalon
S PR Saone = Lyons = Avignon (with branch line to
... through Narbonne) - Marseilles - Toulon - Nice
Genoa = Spezla = Iéghorn ~ along the Tigurien: oast

a; Florence < Arezgo to Rome,
Y. E‘orl:l. = Rimini along the Adriat:l.c

The Bremer line through Innsbruck - Bolzano =
Veruna to Bologna.

‘I‘he Viema line through leoben = Villach = Tarvi

Treviso, and Graz = laibach (Ljubliana) - St.

to Padua. Femra - Bolognae

'JFaenza, A
ids’ n these centrea, _heavy attack
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. Plan of the attack shows that ths,anemy has made an acourate B.p_'prec:]_g-—
1~ i Attaoks a¥e not confined to

1. The southern lime throu
Pecs Fﬁnf!circhen) = 08djek xsse

Brod = Zagreb (Agram
LJu‘bl:}ana Iai'baeh) - Balgra&e

8, Sk'olp:]e = Salondka = »
b) Sofia - Plavﬂiv to the '.mrld.sh"border

2, The south=easfeéein linﬁ ’chrough’»
Tudapest = Szolnok (vwith comec ;:
in the gegtions: B

a) Deébrecen = De) = Jaoo:

the east s:mie of ths

E

Balma.e, Osijek

and 'hranaf‘er 1
{Nisch) and’
and _aastern
attackeds i
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. The Dapube is being mined at strategic points on open stretches of the
lower reaches between Vidin <= Lom = Giurgu, between Belgrade - Smerderévo

south of Bela Crkva (Weisskirchen) on the middle reaches, and between O8i
Vukovar = Novi Sad (Neusatz) above Belgrade, ‘

~ In spité of the limited choice of targets, rail traffic has been
seriously hit, particularly in the Bosnia - Serbia area and in western
Rumania; the temminal points of Damube shipping are very vulnersble, and
damage at points where goods are transferred from rail to Damube shipping
Vice versa; causes great disruption. An important role is also played b
partisans who are contimally cutting the railway lines at meny points.

IofW . ' 13. 5. 1944

THE TRANSPORT MINISTRY'S VIEW OF RECENT ATR
" ATTACKS ON RAILVAYS

"' (Discussion with Ministerialdirektor Dr. Ebelung and
TP Viover<Reglerungsbaurat Dre Rothe/Abt. L)

. ... The extraordinary intensification of Anglo-American air attacks in rec

weeks against reilway junotions, construction and repeir shops and rolling
stock clearly points to large-scale strateglc moves by the enemy.

enemy's plan 6 oripple the railways in northern and central Ttal
wide an area as possible hes already bteen greatly assisted by loca
18 © The effects of important main and branch line Junctions beirig
ion are made much more serious owing to the relatively small mun
rd hence, %o the Paék that there are very feéw possibilities for.
raffic on the main north - south line; another factor is that
o construct railways in mouniainous country because of the
idges, cuttings, tumels, etc, that are required. Just recent
ing Gaused such dislocation on the lines that it has be
‘to move the most importart trains transporting troops a
‘. T% is to be feared thatas a result the Army's f
front will be considerably reduced.

‘of ‘the west, particularly in Belgium and nor
‘st in recent weeks have caused a systematic b
“¢oastel defences have been cut off from th
¢, thua prodiucing a situation vhich threatena
dugh oven the transportation of easenti
populstion has béen completely stopped for the:
imilitary traffic is moved, large scale s

& ‘practically impossible at the pres
soks ate mainteined at thelr present

od’t. s m_'l.ise_fion and, in addition, a large rim
| eongtruction companies) have been made avsilr

‘hever completely successful as the
“ble points. The protection pro
. Conpideration has therefore al;
the forcés engoged on repair wor
erafit units, though it is to
the .encmy forcés that have be
ka on reilway inatallations tha
“inble to attack othor instellatidn




The effect of attacksd muld thus acmnmlate ‘i the

pregent intacte.
dengerous manner, -

the west and south-west of Germany, the system
s to the west, and particularly along the : ]
- Saarbriicken, Metz, Mulhouse) have seriously di
16 from the main production centres to troops and
ve also been most effective attacks against the outlet °f :
% (Essen) and to the east (Ham), lerge 100p lizes have also been '
i1y attacked (Osnabriick), If successful attacks against the most icFitical
le necks (the Rhine bridges) have not so far beem carried out, it is clear
,h:ls is due to tactical rather than strategic reasons.. ) y

't

Iri assessing the situation as a whole it mist further I be bg:fne 4n'
to the widespread destruction and demege of importan mfbion

shops, the maintenance and overhaul of lecomotlves has béén c
anised; this causes further critical disloeation affic i

‘lr,n

In general, the situation mga.rding rail traffic appears to ‘give rise
anxiety that en effective defence must be demanded in order to‘pre

er curba:.lment of military and industrial fraffic. = ' )

Memorendum

Conference between Ministerialdiri y '
of the Reich Transport Ministry and the Economic Intelli

tiy; in contrast, there was a marked decline in/attacks
(aircraft and key industries, terror raids).

“ Ebeling believes it is clear that the encmy
support to his ground forces engaged in static i’ight:.n,g
ion area and in central Italy by completely dsmoli
‘fronts (creating the so-called "traffic Wil
éhind the fremt, cutting up the main mmplzr o
thern ance nor'th or west of a lme Gr n

ing rumber of loop and train lines,
liring to carry the dislocation of 't'.ra.f‘i'ic_:
sd of thls pattern of attacks completely
France and Italy by the Bconomic Intelliggncm

ing also agrees with the d.emnmation of the
owing how attacks have been ooncen te& g
5:0f the opinion thet the Ballkdin line
ot to the enemy, since the destru.oti
An a state of suspeneion; when thﬂ

_hc invasion, Dr. Ebeling wnu ab:
ngo wero blecked, so thot ovenr thb ,OB,
by déiverting them via bha
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With regard to the Balkan offensive, Dr. Ebeli inking it i th

1 Tegarc o the Balkan offe A . ing thinking it is wort

that Churchill stated goods trains vfbuld,purposely be allowed to reach Bulga
énd Greece so that their troops could later capture the materials without bot!
Ghurchill spoke of Gerfian troops on the Greek islands and in Greece as "virtud

Prisoners”, the only difference being that wp to now Germany had to feed the

.. In grading air attecks against rail targets according to intensity,
Dr, Ebeling places thé area of morthern France firat, followed by northerm i
and lastly tHe Bast. '

AH,B(6) Distritutien

" Sems as Trenslation VII/122






