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LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REFORT NO. 590 (21 ARRIL 1941)

Operations on 20 April and during the Night of 20/21 April, 1941

Situation in Southern Theatre

X Fliegerkorps

(2) Air Situation - Libya

Evaluation of photographic reconnaissance carried out on 19 April
gave details of shipping at Marsa Matruh and Tobruk and of AA positions and
other militery objectives at Tobruk., Reconnaissance carried out on
20 April established that some of the merchant ships observed on the previous
day had left Tobruk.

No enemy aircraft were encountered by fighters on free-lance patrols
over a 60 km wide coastal sector west of Tobruk,

A Wellington was shot down in the Tobruk area,

(b) Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

. Photographic reconnaissance over Alexandria, Cairo and the southern
part of the Suez Canal between Ismailia and Suez gave details of shipping
at Suez, Fort Tewfik and Ismailia and of aircraft at Ismeilia and Heliopolis.

There were no movements of any importance on the railway line between
Alexandria and Suez, ' ' o

- Pnotographic reconnaissance over Malta on 20 April showed changes in
the amount of shipping a2t La Valetta and in the number of aircraft at Ta
Venezia, Luca and Halfar airfields, Progress has been made in the con-
struction of airfields at Gudias and Krendi,

During the morning of 20 April two strongly escorted merchant ships
were observed south-west of Crete. In the afternoon another convoy com-
prising four merchant ships and four light warships was sighted north of
the Cyrenaican coast,

Operations

A fire broke out in the target area when German dive-bombers attacked
harbour installations at La Valetta during the night of 19/20 April,

Attacks on a merchant ship and an anti-aireraft cruiser in the sea
area Crete on 20 April had no’noticeable success.,

Tn attacks on the shipping observed north-east of Benghazi by reoon-
naissance, bombers successfully attacked one merchant ship and probably
damaged two others,

Four escorting Germen fighters shot down four Hurricanes.

During the night of 20/21 April attacks were made on La Valetta
harbour, shipping and searchlight positions, Results could not be
observed owing to thick cloud. ' N

An enemy air attack on Derna airfield was unsuccessful, In a low-
level attack on Gazala airficld one transport snd three reconnaissance
aircraft were destroyed. ' _

/Total
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Total Losses -~ Libya and Mediterranean

* German: 1 Ju 52
3 He 126 ; at Gazala

4 aircraft

Enemy: L Hurricanes
1 Wellington

5 aircraft

Situation in South-Eastern Theatre

I

II.

Ground Situation on 20 April (2000 hours)

(2) Germen Operations in Greece

f

Advanced detachments of Twelfth Army Panzer formations reached the area
directly north of Lamia, There was no contact with the enemy, :

A Panzer division is moving up in the Larissa area,

Advanced detachments of a Panzer division passed through Kastoria and
reached the village of Argos Orestlkon.

The main force of a mountain d1v1810n is located at Larlssa.

SS units are st111 in aotlon agalnst enemy rearguards south-east of

- Metsovon.,

The occupation of Samothrakl Island was completed.

At Iarissa 2 train Wdth 10 fuel trucks and conszderable amounts of food

‘and clothing were. captured..

(b) TItalian Operations

Ninth Army frbops encountered strohg‘enemy registance sbuth df Erseke,
Eleventh Army formations continued the advance through the Vojussa, Zagorie
and Dhrino Valleys and along the west coast,

Air Situation on 20 April (2000 hours) : ,

A, German QOperations -

_Inftflotte 4 (VIII Fllegv:korps)

On 19 April dlverombers damaged one Shlp of 7 - 8 000 tons east of

. Almiros and two others of 1,000 tons. and 7,000 tons respeotlvely at Khalkis,

Five bombers and five fighters were shot down in air battles and nine
aircraft of unknown types were destroyed on the ground.

On 20 April bombers and dive-boﬁbérs mede continuous attacks on enemy
colums at Lamia and in the Yannina - Arta - Agrinion area,

Purther attacks were made on shipping at Khelkis, Pireaus and Fatras,
Two merchant ships totalling 10,000 tons were sunk and two vessels of 3,000

~tons and 2,000 tons respectlvely were damaged

Single~engined and twin-engined flghters shot down eleven enemy fighters
and attacks airfields in the Athens area and at Agrinion, Eight enemy air-
‘craft were destroyed on the ground and othérs were dsmaged, '

/Total
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Total .Losses
Enemy:
In the Air: 11 Hurricanes
On the Ground: 8 aircraft (type not known)

19 aircraft

Late Report from 16 April

On the Ground: 2 aircraft (type not known)
Late Report from 18 April

3 Blenheims
Iate Report from 19 April

In the Air: " 5 Hurricanes

5 Blenheims
On the Ground - - 9 aircraft (type not known)

-~ .« . 19 aircraft

German: None reported.

B, Italisn Air Operations

Aircraft carried out reconnaissance along the western coast of Greece
and over the battle areas in Albanla and Greece.

181 ‘bombers attacked retreatlng enemy columns, tanks, vehlcles and
bridges and roads, dropping light and heavy bonmbs and shooting up troops.
During these operations the Delvinaki - Kalabaki - Yannina roads and the
route through the Vojussa Valley were badly damaged.

Harbour installations at Missolonghi were bombed and shot up.

126-fighters effeéti%elygshot.up'retreating enemy columns,

Libya and Mediterranean Area

Ground Situation - Libya

19 April: South-west of Tobruk further enemy positions were taken'in face of
stubborn resistance. There was brisk artlllery ac+1v1ty.

20 April: 1In an enemy 1and1ng attempt in the Bardla area @' maaor, ‘three’ other
officers and 56 men were taken prlsoners. An enemy attack at Sollum
broke dovm. : ' R

German Operations

Air Situation - Libya

Reconnalssance

19 April: A merchant Shlp of 4 - 5,000 tons was 31ghted in Tobruk harbour in
the mornlng.A .

Ihotographic”féconnaissénéétover.rdbruk showed'thréé AA:pégitibng

/on
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on the point and others west of the town in the vicinity of Fort Perrona
Arente, There were light cruisers in the harbour, two merchant ships
south of the mole, and tent encampments and vehlcles north of Arente,

Three merchant ships, which were outside the port in .the morning,
were observed in the harbour at 1530 hours,

According to photographic reconnaissance there were two destreyers,
three merchant ships and one torpedo boat in Mersa Matruh harbour at
1630 hours. There were about 150 goods trucks at the station and three
large hut encampments to the west, In addition, a number of anti-tank
ditches were observed.,

20 April: Apart from the sunken Italian ships, two merchant ships totealling
about 3,800 tons werc identified in Tobruk harbour, The merchant ships
observed on 19 April have apparently left port,

At 0720 hours a warship and a merchant ship were photographed off
Tobruk,

Operations

20 April: No enemy aircraft were encountered by three fighters on free-lance
patrols between Ain el Gazala and Tobruk:

A Wellington was shot down west of Tobruk, Four of the crew were
taken prisoner,

Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

19 April: Results of photographic reconnaissance over the area Alexandria -
Cairo - Suez - Ismeilia (incomplete owing to cloud and thick haze) :

Merchant Shipping at Suez:

37 merchant ships totalling about 166,500 tons,
3 tankers totalling 12,500 tons,

Total tonnage 179,000 tons, In addition, a warship was identified
in the harbour.

Port Tewfik:

1 trensport of about 6,000 tons,
9 merchant ships totalling 58,000 tons,

Total tonnage 64,000 tons, There was a merchant ship of about
6,000 tons in Port Tewfik channel,

Ismailia;

2 steam yachts,
1 merchant ship without a stern,
a number of dredgers,

Airfields
Ismailia:
8 single-engined aircraft, probably Hurricanes,

11 twin-engined aircraft, including 3 Wellingtons equipped
for clearing magnetic mines; the other aircraft were
probably Blenheims, :

/Heliopolis:
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Heliopolis: (2 airfields, only partly covered)
o > twin-engined. aircraft,

- No movements of any importance were identified on the railway line
south of Lake Maryut (Alexandria) - Damanhur - Tenta - Benha - north of
Cairo -~ Heliopolis - Suez,

- Photographic reconnaissance over Malta at 0815 hours on 20 April

sgowed the following changes in the number of warships at La Valetta since
18 April: - .

1 small submarine has arrived, ;
4 destroyers and 4 submarines have left.

The amount of merchant shipping has changed since 18 April, as follows:
1 tanker of about 1,200. tons has arrived.

1 cargo and passenger ship of about 12,000 tons and
9 merchant ships totalling about 72,000 tons have 1eft.

Airfields:
Ta Venezia: (only partly covered)

12 single-engined aircraft, probably Hurricanes,
Luca: 13 twin-enginéd aircraft, frobabl& Wellingtons,

2 twin-engined aircraft, probably Blenheims,
1 twin-engined aircraft, apparently damaged,
1 single-engined aircraft,

. The parking strips are being extended, -

Halfar: 1 twin-engined aircraft (Bombay),
2 single-engined aircraft,
5 single-engined aircraft with folded-back wings,
1 aircraft, apparently damaged.

There were no airbraft at Calafrana and Marsa Scirocco,
The construction of Gudia and Krendi airfields is proceeding;

20 April: An anti-aircraft cruiser, two escort vessels and two merchant ships
on a southerly course were observed 40 km south-west of Gevdos Island at
0900 hours, _ ' . :

Following a report by an Italian reconnaissance airoraft of enemy
. warships - one aircraft-carrier, two battleships and a number of cruisers
and destroyers - 370 km north-west of Benghazi at 0850 hours, a reconnais-
sance aircraft was sent out to shadow this force, The ships were located
at 1304 hours and contact was maintained until 1740 hours, The formation
actually consisted of two light cruisers, two destroyers and four merchant
ships each over 8,000 tons and was moving on course 105°,

Operations
20 April: Fifteen German and Italian dive-bombers and four twin-engined
fighters which were sent out to attack an enemy shipping formation report-
ed by Italian reconnaissance returned without making contact,
Four fighters escorted fourteen bombers and shot domn four Hurricanes,

A bomber on .armed reconnaissance in the sea area Crete made an

£
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unsuccessful attack on an 8,000 ton merchant ship,

An anti-aircraft cruiser of 6 - 8,000 tons was 'attacked with one 500.Kg.
and two 250 Kg, bombs, which fell short of the target.

Three dlverombers made a nulsance attack on Tia Valetta during the
night of 19/20 April, scoring hits on the royal dockyard and on heavy AA
pos1tlons on the north-eastern tip of San Elmo, Results werc not observed
owing to searchlight activity, Aircraft reported seeing a fire when leav-
ing the target area, S

Twenty-one bonbers attacked the convoy reported 260 km north-north~-east
- of Benghazi between 1655 and 1710 -hours, Twenty-one 1 ,000 Xg. bombs were
dropped, A direct hit amidships on the starboard s1de was scored on one
merchant ship, The ship began to list and the crew took to the boats,
3 bombs fell within 10 - 30 yards of another merchant Shlp. A third
merchant ship stopped after a near miss was scored, ‘

Two attacks were made on Melta during the night of 20/21.April.
Between O4LO and 0450 a total of nine dive~bombers attacked La Valetta
harbour, shipping and searchlight positions, dropping eight 500 Kg, and
thirty-four 50 Kg. bombs, The effect could not be observed owing to
unbroken cloud. ot o '

Defence
Melta:  OL30 hours: Night tighters,
. 0830 hours: - Strong ‘light and medium AA fire,
Heavy fire from an AA eruiser; 'attack by 1 Hurricane,

Mbderate ‘heavy and 11ght AA ‘Pire from the convoy,

Total number of Alrcraft Operatlonal

L reconnalssance alrcraft _
" 60 bombers e
21 fighters . . .o v U

535"5ircféft

. Enemy Operations

Libys

19 April: The enemy made an unsuccessful air attack on Defq&!éirfield. One
transport and three reconnaissance aircraft were destroyed in a low-level
attack on Gazala airfield, Enemy aircraft shot up German ground forces,

Losses
German: 1 Ju 52
3 Hs 126
- 'Encmy: 1 Weilingtoh}='

"4 Hurricanes ,

" Ttalian Qpefatiops

Adr Situation - Libyé |

Reconnaissance

18 April: Nothing of importance wes-observed by reconnaissance in the areas

/south- -
RESTRICTED '

G, 334231/EFT/7/52/50 et



RESTRICTED
7.

south-east of Fezzan (southern Libya).
The following were observed in the coastal area:

1215 hours: ‘one submarlne on a westerly course between Tobruk
. Marsa Matruh,

1225 hours: one merchant Shlp of 10, 000 tons on a south-westerly
course in same area,

1230 hours: one battleship, one aircraft-carrier and three cruisers
on a north-westerly course in same area,

1415 hours: . three destroyers and two merchant ships of 3,000 and
10,000 tons on a north-westerly course in same area,

Operations

18 April: Two bombers attacked harbour installations and battery positiong at
‘Tobruk. :

Air Situation - Mbditefranean

Reconnaissance

19 April; At 0750 hours reconnaissance over the sea area Crete - Nile Delta
observed three cruisers and three merchant ships each of 5,000 tons on an
easterly course between Crete and Kythera Island, At 0840 hours three
cruisers and one destroyer on a north-westerly course were sighted
between Crete and Sidi Barrani. At 0800 hours there was one cruiser on
an easterly course north-west of Tobruk.

Reconnaissance over the Sicilian Channel was negative.
20 April: Two merchant ships were observed in Lea Valetta harbour,
Operations
19 April: Fighters escorted an Italian cénvqy and an Italian wership.
20 April: . Bombers and fighters escorted an Italian convoy.

Three escorted bombers attacked La Valetta harbour, In Italian
fighter was shot down in an air battle.

Two fighters carried out patrols over Rhodes.

. Total Number of Aircraft Operational

23 reconnaissance aircraft
35.bombers
6l fighters

122 aircraft

Enemy Operations

Libya
18 April: The enemy made an unsuccessful air attack on Benghazi.

During the night of 20/21 April between 0130 and OhL5 hours a
heavy attack was made on Tripoli. ' Heavy British warships bombarded
the town between O410 and O450 hours. No German ships were hit,

/hecording
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Accordlng to reports received so far, there was no damage of any importance
in the harbour area. The main weight of the attack fell on the town.

Losses
Italian: 1 Cr 42

Enemy: None reported,

LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REFORT NO. 591 (22 ARIL 1941)

Operations on 21 April and during the night of 21/22 April, 1941

Situation in Southern Theatre

X Fliegerkorps

(a) Air Situation - Libya

No enemy waréhips or merchent ships were identified by reconnaissance
carried out over Tobruk and westwards along the coast as far as Benghazi on
the morning of 21 April.

In the evening escorted dive-bombers attacked Tobruk harbour. Bomb
hits and fires were observed,

(b) Adir Situation - Mediterranean

(1) Reconnaissance

Nb enemy warships were observed in the sea area south of SlClly in the
morning and off the Tunisian coast in the aftermoon.

In the afternoon an enemy convoy comprising four large merchant ships
and five light warships was sighted again in the sea area north-west and
north of Benghazi., Bombing attacks were unsuccessful.

Photographic reconnaissance over Malta showed little change in shipping
at La Valetta.

(ii) Operations

In the morning a German bomber on convoy escort in the Tyrrhenian Sea
attacked and probably damaged a submerged enemy submarine whlch made an
unsuccessful attack on a convoy.

German bombers on armed reconnaissance in the sea area south-west of
Crete in the morming attacked an enemy convoy, destroying a tanker and
probably damaging another merchant ship. In the afternoon bombers attacked
and damaged another enemy tanker south of Crete.

During the night of 21/22 Aprll German. bonbers attacked the naval base
at La Valetta with good results,

Bombers and fighters carried out escort operations and fighters made
sweeps over Malta,

Three German transport aircraft were lost during an operation, One
Hurricane was shot down,

/Enemy
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Enemy Operations

. Italian f:.ghters were damaged -and. a number of soldlers wounded When
enemy bombers attacked Derna airfield.

In two enemy bombing attacks on Gazala casualties amounted to five
killed, four seriously wounded and two slightly wounded, There was no
mater:.al damage.

Total Losses - Libya and Mediterranean

German: 1 He 111
\ 3 Ju 52
4 ajrcraft -
Enemy: 1 Hurricane (in air battle)

Situation in South-Eastern Theatre

I.

11,

Ground Situation on 21 April (2000 hours)

(2) German Operations in Greece

SS units advanced through Metsovon and reached Yann:l.na.

Panzer formatlons advanced through Lemia and reached the northern edge
of Thermopylae, .

Panzer units took Volos in face of strong British resistance.

(b) Italian Operations

Ninth Army units penetrated the first defence line of the Greek rear-
guard south of Erseke, Eleventh Army formations made further advances in
the Vojussa, Zagorie and Dhrino Valleys and along the coast and reached
the Greek frontier at a number of places. :

Air Situation on 21 April (2000 hours)

A. German Operations

Luftflotte L4 (VIII Fliegerkorps)

‘During the morning and afternoon bombers and di\fe-bonibers attacked
enemy airfields and shipping. Two enemy aircraft were destroyed on
Agrinion airfield and a further two on Dadion airfield. (30 km south-south-
east of Lamia),

Attacks on enemy sh:l.pplng produced the following results:

Bay on northern coast of Milos Island:
1 cargé ship of 3,000 tons sunk.
Suda Bay:

3 freighters totalling 17,000 tons sunk,
5 freighters totalling 26 000 tons damaged

Khalkis:
1 freighter of 2,000 tons badly damaged.
/Khalkis area:

RESTRICTED

G. 334231 /EFT/7/52/50



I

te

RESTRICTED
10.

Khalkis area:

3 freighters totalling 13,000 tons sunk,
1 freighter of 3,000 tons badly damaged,
1 freighter of 2, OOO tons attacked but results ‘not observed

In addltlon, two merchant ships totalling 9, OOO tons were sunk flve
merchant ships totalling 10,500 tons damaged and an enemy destroyer badly
damaged and left burning in operations in Greek waters.

Fiéhters shot up enemy airfields and destroyed a total of sixteen
enemy aircraft on the ground at Eleusis, Athens, Tatoi, Thebes and Dadion
airfields., .

On 20 April five merchant ships totalling 13,000 tons were sunk and
six merchant ships totalling 18,500 tons were damaged.

Enemy Operations

Three enemy aircraft attacked Salonika-~Sedes airfield between 0400 and
O445 hours. 12 H.E. bombs were dropped, but no damage was caused.

Total Losses

Enemy: .
On the Ground: 20 aircraft (type not known)
‘German: - None reported

B. Italian Air Operations

Adrcraft carried out reconnaissance along the western coast of Greece.
Nothing of importance was reported.

172 bombers and dive-bonbers attacked retreatlng enemy forces at
Preveza and in the Perati - Kalabaki - Ktismata - Delvinaki area. In
addition, a small freighter was suhk in a bay of Corfu island and a railway
bridge over the Alpheios was destroyed at Iyrgos.

110 fighters patrolled the western ooast of Greece and shot up retreat—
ing enemy forces in the Yannina - Arta - Agrinion area.

Libya and Mediterranean Area

Ground Situation - Libya

21 April: Situation uncﬁanged.

Germeﬁ'bferations

Air Situation - Libya

Reconnaissance

20 April: According to reconnaissance carried out -during the morning, three
transport ships have arrived at Tobruk. A light cruiser and a ship of
5,000 tons are still in the harbour.,. - S -

21 April: Nothing of importance was cbserved by morning reconnaissance
carried out over Tobruk and the coastal area as far as Benghazi. No
enemy warships were sighted.

70perations
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Qperations

21 Aprils At 1715 hours 40 German and Italian dive-bombers escorted by 46
German’ and Italian fighters attacked Tobruk harbour and shipping and second-
ary targets on the northerm side of the harbour, Several direct hits were
scored on three ships each of 4-5,000 tons, one of which caught fire. A

' - fire broke out on the southern side of Tobruk, - * °

Air Situation - Mediterranean

* Reconnaissance

.

21 April: Morning reconnaissance over Malta had to be broken off ovz’m—g té
technical difficulties, - : A . A .

In the morning five aircraft carried out reconnaissance south of
Sicily. No enemy warships were sighted, The reconnaissance was not
complete as one of the aircraft went missing and courses were consequently
changed. ' S S : '

In the: seérch for the missing aircraft a rubber dinghy containing four
men was sighted 130 km south-south-east of Malta at 1800 hours. The
search had to be broken off at nightfall.

In the afternoon no enemy warships were observed in the sea area
Pantelleria - Kerkena - Malta, S ' C

) Between 1255 and 1734 hours a convoy moving on a south-easterly course
was again photographed (position of convoy: 320 km north-north-west of
Benghazi and 200 km north of Benghazi). The convoy comprised three
cruisers, two destroyers, one cargo and passenger ship of about 12,000 tons
and three merchant ships totalling about 26,000 tons,  The four merchant
ships are identical with the vessels which left Malta, and it is believed
that the two destroyers also came from Malta. Of the ships which left
Malta, two large destroyers and e merchant ship of 4,000 tons are missing.

- Damage .caused in bombing attacks when the photographic reconnaissance was
being carried out could not be ascertained, =

. According to photographic reconnaissance carried out over Malta at
1815 hours, one destroyer has arrived and two minesweepers and two patrol
boats have left port since 20 April, = o '

A merchant ship of about 8,000 tons has arrived at Malta since
20 April, ' .

Operations
21 April: Eight bombers and five fighters escorted a convoy.
Two fighters escorted a reconnaissance aircraft over Malta.
During weather recommaissance over Malta fighters observed a destroyer
off La Valetta. C

Fighter sweepé over Malta were uneventful,

. . Three transport aircraft were lost.on a flight to Benghazi., One
Hurricane was shot dowm, '

At 1238 hours a Hurricane attacked and damaged a German air-sea -
rescue aircraft 130 km south-west of Gavdos Island.

At 1000 hburs a convoy esc,oizi'tedﬁ'by 'Bom'b'ers ws _unsuccessﬁﬂ.ly

attacked by an enemy submarine 180 km north of Palermo. Two torpedoes
were fired and their tracks were observed, Three 250 Kg bombs were

. /dropped
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dropped in an attack on the submerine, which was 2 - 3 km away from the
convoy., After the attack a long brown shape with hydroplanes was seen,
but could not be located again.,

At 0955 hours aircraft on armed reconnaissance observed a convoy
comprising two light cruisers, four déstroyers and fifteen medium merchant
ships on a southerly course 50 km west-north-west of Gavdos Island, A
bonber destroyed a tanker of about 8,000 tons., Four 250 Kg bombs fell
close to the port side of a merchant ship of about 6,000 tons which was
probably damaged, A column of water was thrown up over the sterm of the
ship, Ten bombers were sent out to attack this convoy but could not locate
it, Instead, at 1645 hours, they attacked the lone and apparently unladen
tanker "British Lord" of 6098 tons, dropping two 500 Kg., and twenty 250 Kg.
bombs, Six 250 Kg. bombs fell close astern., The ship was lifted out of
the water and stopped 1mmed:r.ately. - The propellors and engines were appar-
ently badly damaged. : ' ’

22 April: Between 0030 and 0050 hours nineteen bombers attacked the naval base
at La Valetta, dropping sixteen 250 Kg., and 256 50 Kg. bombs. The target
was clearly recognised, No ships were observed. Most of the bombs fell

~in French Creek and in the royal dockyard. One bonber was lost,

Six bombers carried out a mine-laying operation between 0036 and 0041
hours,

At 0500 hours five dive-bombers attacked La Valetta harbour and Luca
airfield. Owing to intense AA and searchlight activity, the results of the
attack could not be_ obseryed, A fire ‘pque out.

“Defence
Malta: 1820 hours: accurate AA fire, ‘
22 April: 0040 hours: badly aimed heavy AA, fired in salvoes.

40 searchllgh’cs.

Two I—Iurr:.canes over the convoy in sea area Crete. The - enemy f:.ghters
did not intercept. ILight and heavy- AA fire from the ships, ‘

Tobruk: Three Hurricanes, Very heavy accurate AA fire.

Total Number of Aircraft Operationa’.l

19 ‘reconnaissance aircraft '
92 bombers .
33 fighters E

142y aircraft

Enemy Operations

Libya

21 April: Eight Blenheims dropped 60 llght bombs on Derna airfield, Four
Ttalian fighters were destroyed and another four damaged, A number of
men were wounded,

At 1100 hours six Blenheims attacked Gazala., Casualties amounted to
five killed, four seriously wounded and two slightly wounded, At 1530 hours
another attack was made 'by one Blenheim, No damage was caused..

German ground forces were repeatedly attaoked '

/Losses
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ILosses
* German: 1 He 111
3 Ju 52
Enemy: 1 Hurricane

Italian Operations

Adr Situation - Libya

‘Reconnaissance .

 ,20 April: At 1135 hours a patch of oil, probably from a submerged submarine,
w.s observed off Tocra (65 km north-east of Benghazi),

~ Nothing of importance was observed in the area Scegga (30 km south
. of Sollum) ~ Gedd el Ahmar,

. Oper'a_ti'ons
See German report.

Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

20 April: At 0900 hours a2 reconnaissance aircraft sighted a medium-sized
merchant ship, a tanker of about 10,000 tons and two auxiliary cruisers
on course 165° km south-west of Gavdos Island.,

21 April: No enemy shipping was observed between Sicily and the North African
coast. , '

Owing to cloud and bad visibility, recomnaissance over the naval base
at Malta was incomplete. Five monoplanes were ooserved, and unsuccessful
attacks were made on two of them,

: Oper'ations' _ _
20‘Agrilz Three torpedo bombers attacked an enemy convoy comprising two
auxiliary cruisers, two gun-boats, one merchant ship of about 8,000 tons
and one tanker of 15,000 tons, The tanker was hit by a torpedo and listed
heavily, The ship probably went dowmn. "In a2 second attack by two bombers
a torpedo hit was scored on the 8,000 ton merchant ship,
18 fighters escorted bombers and a convoy.
21 April; 15 fighters escorted a convoy.,

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

. 27 reconnaissance aircraft
5 bombers
33 fighters

65 aircraft

Losses
Ttalians ) fighters (on the ground at Derna)
Enemy: None reported.

, /LUFTWAFFE
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LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REFORT NO. 592 (23 AFRIL 1941)

Operations on 22 April and during.the Night of 22/23 APril, 1941

'Sltuatlon in South—Eastern Theatre ‘

I. Ground Situation on 22 April (2000 hours)

German Operations in Greece

The Greek Epirus and Macedonlan Army, about 15 d1v1sions strong, has
surrendered unconditionally, -

South of Lamia German Panzer units have reached the Sperkhios River,
The enemy is offering resistance in the Thermopylae pass and has a large
number of skilfully placed and well camouflaged batteries in ‘position on the
northern slopes.

II. Air Situation on 22 April (2000 hours)

‘A., German Operations

Luftflotte b (VIII Fllegerkorps) o R

Bombers and dlverombers escorted by 51ng1e-eng1ned and twin-engined
fighters attacked enemy shipping with the following results:

Suda Bay:
1 warship (heavy cqpiser class) received a direct hit
with a 1,000 Kg, bonb,
3 merchant ships totalling 25,000 tons sunk,
2 merchant shlps totalling 8, OOO tons damaged,
Patras area; : '

4 merchant ships each of 3 - 4,000 tons sunk,
8 merchant ships totalling 27,000 tons damaged.

Salamis:
1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons damaged.
In other sea areas: '
1 merchant ship of 3 - 5,000 tons damaged.

Single-engined and twin-engined fighters attacked enemy airfields,
damaging ten aircraft at Tatoi and one at Eleusis. TIn addition, four AA
guns were knocked out at Tatoi and one at Eleusis.

Defence

Strong fighter defence (Spitfires) over Athens.

Total Losses

Enemy: None reporteat

_German: None reported.
/B.
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B, Italian Air Operations

35 aircraft carried out reconnaissance along the western coast of
Greece and over the Zagorie and Vojussa Valley frontier areas.. Eight ships
each pf 3 - 5,000 tons on a south-easterly course were observed in the vicin-
ity of Leukas Island. A small ship on an easterly course was sighted in

Missolonghi Bay. Two large sailing vessels were attacked and sunk in the
- Santa Maura channel (Leukas),

Seven dive-bonbers carried out armed reconnaissance in the Kotor area
and made a2 successful attack on a British submarine,

Three fighters escorted reconnaissance aircraft in the Yennina area.

Iibya and Mediterranean Area

‘ Ground Situation - Libya

21 April: An enemy attack on Sollum was repulsed with heavy enemy losses.,
Enemy tanks made further unsuccessful attempts to break out of Tobruk,

22 April: In the morning sizeable enemy forces attacked Acroma (west of
Tobruk), but were driven back with losses in a counter-attack, Front-
line troops fell back in face of the enemy attack, but regained their
former positions in a counter-attack, '

German Operations

Air Situation - Libya

Operations

22 April: Ground support operations were carried: out in the morning. At
0915 hours five twin-engined and five single-engined fighters made low-
level attacks on tank and vehicle concentrations east of Hill 209, Fires
were observed after hits had been scored. Retreating British troops and
advancing Italians were identified.

At 0945 hours thirteen dive-bombers and German and Italian fighters
attacked artillery positions and vehicle concentrations at Meduar ?).
Explosions and smoke were observed in the positions inside and north of
the fort. .

At 1230 hours ten dive-bombers and fifteen twin-engined and single-
engined fighters attacked tank concentrations in the Hageiagesaka (?)
area., One Hurricane was shot down by a bomber and two others were
probably destroyed by fighters, ~One Italian fighter was lost.

Air Situatipn - .Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

21 April: There was no enemy shipping in the sea area south of Sicily east
of the convoy route to the line Cape Passero - Benghazi.

- Fhotographic reconnaissance was carried out over La Valetta between
1620 and 1645 hours. Evaluation so far shows that four destroyers have
arrived,

The search for the crew of an aircraft which landed in the sea was

unsuccessful, On the morning of 22 April two menbers of .the crew were
picked up by an air-sea rescue aircraft.

/22 fpril:
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22 April: At 1030 hours four British battleships, five 7,000 ton cruisers and
five destroyers on course 120° were observed west of Gavdos Island,

Armed reconnaissance north of Sollum was uneventful,
Operations

21 April: Aircraft escorting a reconnaissance aircraft (and meteorological
alrcraft) over Malta did not encounter enemy aircraft,

In the afternoon two fighters escorting a reconnaissance aircraft over
Malta encountcred four to five Hurricanes., One of the enemy aircraft was
shot down and went into the sea 20 km south-east of Calafrana.

Between 2120 and 2152 hours eighteen bombers and thirteen dive-bombers
attacked La Valetta harbour and shipping, dropping thirty 500 Kg. and 343 50
Kg. bombs, The target was clearly identified., A large destroyer was hit
and probably sunk., Hits were scored on the destroyer base, the royal dock-

yard, French Creek, Marsa Creek, Lazaretto Creek and on Luca airfield. In
Dockyard Creck (east s16e) a flre was observed in a fuel storage dump or on
a nearby ship. Details could not be observed owing to intense searchlight
activity, On leaving the target one large and two small fires were observed,

Six bombe.jz's carried cut a speaial cperation (mine-laying) in the Malta area,

22 April: Bombers scored a direct hit in an attack on a merchant ship of
,000 tons 220 km north of Sidi Barrani.

Defence.
Malta: 1600 hours: light and heavy AA fire, some of it very accurate.
1630 hours: badly aimed heavy AA,
2130 hours: 4O searchlights at first. Very accurate light
A4 and slight heavy AA in the harbour area, Light
AA occasionally fired at the flares, 2 night
fighters with navigation lights did not attack,

Meduar: | Light AA and infantry weapons., Brisk fighter
defence,

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

10 reconnaissance aircraft
81 bonbers
L5 fighters

136 aircraft

Enemy Operations

Libya

22 April: Enemy aircraft once more participated in the ground flghtlng.' Bombs
were dropped on. Derna airfield durlng the night.

Losses
German: None
Enemy: 2 Hurricanes

2 Hurricanes probably destroyéd.

: /Italian
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+ _Italian Operations

Adr Situation - Libya

Operations

21 April: Two fighters carried out patrols over airfields in Cyrenaica.
Two ‘bombers attacked Tobruk at O4L55 hours,

22 April: North of Tobruk a British merchant ship of 6,000 tons was attacked
and apparently hit by a torpedo.

Air Sltuatlon - Mbdlterranean

Reconnaissance -

21 April: . At 1640 hours a reconnaissance aircraft observed a merchant Shlp of
10,000 tons and two destroyers 60 km west of Gavdos Island,

22 April: The following were observed in the sea area Rhodes - north of Crete
- Nile Delta: :

0815 hours: 18 km south of Cape Krio: a convoy comprising one battle-
- ship, one cruiser, two destroyers, fifteen merchant ships
each of 10 - 20,000 tons and fifteen merchant ships each
.. of 3 - 10,000 tons on course 120°,

0830 hours: | 200 km south~east of Gavdos Island: a convoy comprising
three cruisers and four merchant ships each of 3 =~ 10 000
. tons on course 120°,

1030 hours: 220 km south-east of Gavdos Island: two torpedo boats;
) one tanker and one merchant ship of 1 - 3,000 tons.

-Operations. .

21 April: At.0925 hours an aircraft torpedoed a merchant ship of 6 - 8,000
tons in a convoy of 30 merchant ships 100 km south of Gavdos Island, The
ship listed heavily,

Deféncq“

Very heavy AA fire from the convoy south of Gavdos Island.

Total number of Aircraft Operational

7 reconnaissance aircraft
6 bombers
10 fighters

23 aircraft

Enemy Operations'

Iibxa

18 April: In the previously reported attack on Tripoli by enemy aircraft
“and warships a large number of private houses in the town and in the
harbour were hit. An empty merchant ship and a patrol boat were sunk
and another ship was damaged.

Losses
Italian: 1 fighter

Enemy: None reported.

/LUFTHAFFE
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LUPTWAFFE SITUATION REFORT NO. 593 (24 AFRIL 1941)

Operations on 23 April and during the Night of 23/24 April, 1941

Situation in Southern Theatre

I.

II.

fire,

X,Fliegerkorps

(a) Air Situation - leya

(1) Reconnaissance

On 23 April photographic reconnaissance was carried out along the
Alexandria - Ismailia road and railway line, Visual reconnaissance was
carried out off the Cyrenaican and Egyptian coasts between Benghazi and
Sidi Barrani and along the coast and ‘50 - 80 km inland between Tobruk and
Sollum. Nothing of importance was observed. Afterwards a number of
reconnaissance aircraft made a nuisance attack on Tobruk, .. Results were not
observed,

(ii) Operations

Dive-bonbers made two successful attacks on shipping in Tobruk harbour.
Escorting German fighters shot down four Hurricanes,

In the afternoon two Blenhelms were shot down for the loss of one

-German flghter."

(b) Air Situation - Mediterranean

(i) Reconnaissance

No enemy warships or merchAnf'éhips_Were‘obServed in the sea area between
Sicily and the Tunisian coast in the morning.

Visual reconnaissance off the Egyptian coast in the afternoon observed
two enemy formations, each with one battleshlp, as well as several light
warships. Co

-According to photographlc reconnalssance over Malta several submarines
have arrived since 22 April. Fhotographic reconnaissance was also carried
out over the airfields at Halfar, Ta Venezia and Luca.. »

(ii) Operations

Germen fighters shot down a Hurricane in air battles over Malta in-the
afternoon,

Bombers and Pighters escorted convoys and aircraft.

Enemy Operations

In an attack by three enemy bombers at midday an Italian bomber wus set on
Apart from this, only slight damage was caused. (Elace not stated).

Total Losses - Iibya and Mediterranean

Ger.aan: 1 Me 110
1 Ju 88 )
2 aircraft
Ene :' 2 Blenheims

) Hurricanes (Tobruk)
1 Hurricane (Malta)

7 aircraft

' RESTRICTED /————-—————S““a#mn
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Situation in South-Eastern Theatre

I. Ground Situation on 23 April (2Qoo,hours), :

(2) German Operations in Greece

Elements of a Panzer division penetrated the enemy pos1tiohs.at‘
Thermopylae and ‘occupied Dhelfinon and Mustapha Bey south of Lamia,
- Panzer and mountain units moved up in the Lamia area,

The surrender of the Greek forces currounded 1n the Yanniha area
proceeded according to plan,

(b) 1Italian Operafions

, Ninth and’ Eleventh . Afmy forces continued the advance all along the
front, Elements of Eleventh Army established contact with German forces
at several places. . :
An armistice became éffective on the Albanian-Greek front at {800 hours.

II, Air Situation on 23 April (2000 hours)

A. . German Operatlons

Inftflotte 4 (VIII Fliegerkorps)

. Bomber and dive-bomber formatlons attacked enemy shipping; . single-
engined and twin-engined fighters attacked enemy airfields., ~ ‘According to
‘reports so far reseived, the following successes were achieved:-

Salamis:

1 freighter of 10, 000 tons was sunk,
1 steamship of 5 - 6,000 tons recelved 8 direct hit amidships,
1 four-engined flyinngoat was set on fire,

. Megara: |

\

1 freighter of 4,000 tons was sunk,
2 auxiliary warships each of 2 - 3 000 tons received direct hits,
2 ships totalllng 3,000 tons were damaged. '
Salamis Island:
An AA battery was hit and guns put out of action.
Tatol Alrfield: | |

2 twin-engined aircraft were.set on fire,.

Total Losses

Enemy: | . ‘ _
On the Ground: ' : 2 twin-engined aircraft, type not known
1 four-engined flying-boat, type not known
3 aircraft
German: » None reported.,

B. Italian Air Operations

Seven aircraft carried out reconnaissance along the western coast of

_ _ /Greece
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Greece and over advancing Italian ground forces,

Fifteen bombers attacked four small ships in Patras harbour and another
at Missolonghl

. Iabya and Medlterranean Area
Ground Sltuatlon - Libya '

Durlng the night of 21/22 April the enemy made repeated attacks on German
and Italian positions,

23 April:  Situation unchanged.

German Operations

e

Air Situation - Libya

Reconnaissance

23 April: Photographlc reconnaissance was carrled out along the Alexandria -
Ismailia road and railway line and over El Amlrlya airfield (south of
Alexandria).

4 Owing to Weather conditions, photographlc reconnaissance along the
eastern frontier of Cyrenaica was broken off at 0700 hours.

Nothing was observed by morning reconnaissance along the coast as far
as 3idi Barrani and 120 km out to sea, On the return flight the four
reconnalssance alrcraft dropped bombs on Tobruk (no report of results).

thhlng of 1mportance was observed by morning reconnaissance on the
right flank in the area Bir El Gobi (80 km south of Tobruk) - Gebre (?) -
Calch-Cuasc (?). - ‘At Sidi Omar %30 km south-west of Sollum) six guns
- pointing west and three Italian (?) trucks were obsérved.

- At 1440 hours an aircraft carried out photographic reconnaissance in
the area Fuka - Sidi Barrani - Sollum - Tobruk ani over the sea area to the
north,

Operations

23 April: At 1300 hours six fighters took off on intercéption flights. Two
Blenheims were shot down for certain and two Hhrrlcanes probably destroyed
for the loss of one German fighter,

Italian and German formations made several attacks.on shipping in
Tobruk herbour and along the coast,

At 0945 hours seventeen German and Italian dive-bombers and fifteen
fighters attacked shipping in Tobruk harbour, Hits were clearly observed
on three ships, one of which was seen to be sinking. Four Hurricanes were
shot down over the southern smde~of the harbour. '

In the aftermoon thlrty-seven German and Italian dive-bombers and
thirty German and Italian fighters again attacked shipping at Tobruk,
inflicting heavy damage on every ship still afloat. Large fires and
violent explosions were observed.

At 1715 hours eleven dive-bombers and thirty-three German and Itelian
fighters were ‘sent out to attack warships and merchant ships off Marsa ez
Zeitun (10 - 12 km east of Tdbruk) but the obaectlves could not be located.

/Air
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Air Situation - Mediterranean

. Reconnaissance: -

21 April: (Late report): At 1005 hours reconnaissance south of Sicily observed
an enemy formation of about 20 ships, including an aircraft-carrier, on
course 350° 170 km north-north-east of Misurata, The reconnaissance air-
craf't was attacked by three Hurricanes, Owing to the failure of one of

. 1ts engines, the aircraft made a forced 1and1ng 180 km south of Malte.
. After 50 hours in a rubber dlnghy the crew ws plcked up'by the alr-sea
" rescue service, ,

23 April: ©No enemy shipping was observed by morning reconnaissance south of
Slclly to the Tun1s1an coast. :

Owing to the weather and fighter defence, photographic reconnaissance
over Alexandria had to be broken off. The following visual observations
were made:- - ‘ ‘ ‘

1230 hours: 180 km north of Sidi Berrani: 1 light cruiser and 2 trans-
ports each over 8 000 tons on course 100°

1325 hours:_' 90 km north-west of Alexandrias 1 llght cruiser on course
150°,

1350 hours: El Amiriya. airfield (south of:Alexandria):
. 12 multiple-engined aircraft and 6 single-engined aircraft,

1355 hours: Flight broken off owing to fighter attack.

.?fhzo‘hours: 150 kin north-west of Alexandfia- 1 battleship, 2 destroyers
and 3 large merchant ships, apparently empty, on course 150°,

1430 hours: 170 Xm north-west of Mexandria: 1 battleship (?) on
: - course 150° and 3 large merchant ships.and 2 destroyers on
course 300%;  apparently 2 convoy -forming up or dispersing.

Results: of photographlc reconnalssance over Malta at 0900 hours~

Warshlps at La Valetta'

7 submarines, including one in dock,

7 destroyers, including one without bows,
2 minesweepers (?),

3 patrol boats (?),

2 auxiliaries (?).

-5 submarines have arrived since 22 Aprll.

The amount of merchant shlpplng has not changed 51nce 22 April,
Airflelds (based on photographlc reconnalssanoelln the afternoon)
Halfar: o 1 single-engined alrcraft
- 5 single-engined aircraft with folded-back wings,

1 multiple-engined aireraft (?):

Ta Venezia: (photograph. not clear)
sbout 23 aircraft

- Imca: .10 twin-engined aircraft, apparently Wellingtons,
R 2 twin-engined aircraft, apparently Blenheims,
1 single-engined aircraft,.
1 twin-engined aircraft, apparently damaged.

- /There
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There were no aircraft at Calafrans and Marsa Scirocco.

Eight bombers and six fighters escorted a convoy. At 1410 hours
a sailing craft was searched by a destroyer 80 km north-east of Kerkena,
At 1630 hours a destroyer dropped depth charges 70 km north-east of Kerkena.

In the morning nine fighters escorted a reconnaissance aircraft over’
Malta and rescue aircraft east of the island. There were 5 - 6 destroyers
in the harbour,

‘Operations

22 April: (Iate report): A bomber wes shot down by eight Hurricanes 140 km

south of Gavdos Island, The enemy aircraft presumably came from a carrier.

In air battles with Hurricanes over Malta, one _enemy aircraft was shot
down south-east of the island at 1807 hours,

Note: It was observed that the performence of the Hurricane at 25,000 feet
has : improved, but is still not equal to that of the Me 109, ‘

‘Defence

Malta: 0900 hours: Accurate heavy AA at about 25,000 feet.
0905 hours: Intense, accurate heavy AA over La Valetta harbour,
‘171;5 hours: Slight heavy AA. '
1806 hours: Very accuréte heavy Ah east of Ia Valetta,

Alexandria: ' Accurste heavy A4 8 km west of Alexsndria,
' 3 Hurricanes 15 km west of Alexandria,

Tobruk: Intense AA, Good Italian fighter cover.’

' Total Number of Aircraft Operational

7 reconnaissance aircraft
72 bombers
6l fighters

143 aircraft -

Enemy Opérations

Libya

23 April: Slight offensive and brisk defensive activity by Hurr:.canes, which

appeared in formations of three to five aircraft.

At 1215 hours three aircraft made a bombing attack from about 13, 000
feet (place not stated). An Italian bomber wes set on fire, but apart
from this only slight damage was caused by bomb fragments.

Losses

German: 1 Me 109 (Libyz)

Enemy: 1 Hurricane (Malta)
' )y Hurricenes (Tobruk).
2 Blenheims (Libya)

"7 aircraft and 2 Hurricanes probably des’croyed.
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Correction: The He 111 reported missing on .24 April returned to base,
’ 1'Ju 88 was lost on 22 April,

Italian Operations

Air Situation - Libya

Reconnaissance

22 April: No shipping movements werc observed in the Suez Canal by photo-
graphic reconnaissance over Port Said and the canal. The flight had to
be broken off at Ismailia owing to cenemy interception. :

" Operations

22 April: Four fighters took off on interception flights from Benghazi,
Five enemy bonmbers which lad been reported could not be located.

Eight aircraft flew supplies to ground forces in the area Derna -
Benghazi - Tripoli,

Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

22 April: Reconnaissance in the sea area Crete - Tobruk - Nile Delta - Crete
observed an enemy formation comprising one aircraft-carrier, four battle-.
ships, five destroyers and five merchant ships each of 7,000 tons on a
south-easterly coursc south-cast of Crete,

In addition, therec was a convoy comprising one 10,000 ton cruiser, .
two 7,000 ton cruisers, twelve merchant ships each of 10 - 20,000 tons and
nine merchant ships each of 6,000 tons on a south-easterly course south of
Crete.

23 April: There was no enemy shipping in the sea area sduth of Sicily and west
of Malta, An enemy fighter was sighted west of Malta.

Operations -

22 April: Eleven bombers were sent out to attack the convoy reported south of
Crete, but could not find the objective owing to bad visibility.

23 April: Fighters escorted convoys.

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

19 reeonnaissance aircraft
29 bombers
" '36 fighters

84 aircraft

Enemy Operations

Libya

During the night of 21/22 April unsuccessful attacks were made on German
and Italian positions at Tobruk and Sollum.

Air attacks were made on Benghazi on 22 April and during the night of
22/23 April. General Miele, Chief of Staff, Italian Land Forces in North
Africa, was killed during these ralds. Trlpoll was also attacked during
the night of 22/23 April,

/Mediterranean
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Mbditerranean‘Area

Enemy aircraft attacked the Dodecanese during the nlght of 22/23 April,
Nb damage was caused.,

Losses
_Ttalian: .1 bomber (set on fire on ground)
| ‘Enemy: = None reported.

LUPTWAFFE SITUATION REFORT NO. 594 (25 AERIL 1941)

Operations on 24 April and during the Night of 2i4/25 April, 1941

Situation in Southern Theatre

X Fliegerkorps

(a) _Air Situation - Libya

Photographic reconnaissance was carried out over the area Tobruk -
Sollum - Sidi Barrani in the afternoon.

During armed reconnaissance operations in the morning successful attacks
were made by a bomber on a medium-sized trensport ship and by light bombers
on enemy warships west of Capuzzo. In the afternoon a destroyer putting
into Tobruk harbour was attacked without noticeable effect. Shipping and
harbour installations at Tobruk were attacked, Bombs were well-placed and
fires were observed,

(b) Air Situation -~ Mediterranean

Te Reconnaissance

During the morning of 24 April reconnaissance was carried out over the
sea area south of Sicily, Fhotographic reconnaissance was carried out over
Alexandria and Ismailia and over Malta.

2, Operations

In the evening German bombers attacked the naval ‘base at Ia Valetta
and Luca airfield., Observation was not complete, but bomb hits and fires
were seen, In another attack by dive-bombers on the cruiser in ILa Valetta
harbour observation of results wa.s 1mpeded by intense AA fire and search-
light activity.

Fighter sweeps over Malta were uneventful. TFighters eScortingra
reconnaissance aircraft encountered three enemy flghters. There were no
losses on either side.

Enemy Operations

Enemy bombers attacked Maddalena (north of Barce) during the nlght of
23/24 April. No damage was caused.

Total Losses - Libya and Mediterrancan ™

German: Nil return.
Enemy: None reported.
' /Situation
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Situation in South-Easterm Theatre

I.  Ground Situation on 24 April (2000 hours)

German Operations in Greece

Thermopylae Pass has been taken, Elements of a mountain division moved
round the pass to the west and reached Gerdikuki (7 km north of Kastelli).
Other mountain and Panzer units are located east of the pass in the Katmata
area., Elements of a Panzer division advanced along the Lamia - Amphissa
road to a point just south of Pralos. TWeapons, vehicles and artillery
were captured in the evacuated enemy positions.

Bast of Iamia motorised units were moved across to Evvoia Island.

II. Air Situation on 24 April (2000 hours)

A, German Qperations

Luftflotte 4 (VIII Fliegerkorps)

Supplementary report on operations carried out on 23 Aprilz

The following additional successes resulted from attacks on enemy
shipping;

Khalkis:

2 merchant ships totalling 9,000 tons sunk,
1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons received 3 direct hits.

SélaJnis :
1 destroyer received a direct hit, -
1 freighter of 5 - 6,000 tons damaged,
1 freighter of 1,000 tons sunk.

Gulf of Corinth:

2 cargo ships totalling 3,000 tons damaged; cfews took to boats,
1 merchant ship of medium tonnage received a direct hit.

Methana:

1 freighter of 6,000 tons sunk,
Idhra:

1 freighter of 4,000 tons damaged.
Navplion:

2 freightefs totalling 14,006 tons badly damaged,
1 freighter of 6,000 tons damaged.. '

Other Sea Areas:

1 freighter of 6,000 tons sunk,

1 freighter of 1,500 tons sunk,

1 freighter of 10,000 tons badly damaged,
1 tanker of 500 tons set on fire,

Attacks were made on enemy columns on the Thebes - Megara - Corinth -
Argos road., The road between Megara and Corinth was badly damaged by
bonbs, At Argos 26 enemy trucks were set on fire,

/Single-
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Single-engined and twin~engined fighters shot down two enemy aircraft
and destroyed 43 more on the ground (37 at Argos, 6 at Megara). One of our
alrcraft is missing,

Operatlons on 2l Aprll

Strong formatlons of alrcraft Were once more sent out to attack enemy
shipping., According to.reports so far received, the following successes
resulted: . ) T
Suda- Bay:

L ships totalling 27,000>tons sunk,
3 ships totalling 20,000 tons damaged,

West coast of Kithnos Island: .
1 ship of 6,000 tons sunk.
Navplion:-

1 ship of 5,000 tohs received a direct hit,
1 ship of L,OOO tons damaged.,

North of Spetsai Island:
| 1 ship of 2 - 3,000 tons damaged.
Methana: -
- 1 tanker of 2,000 tons damaged.
Gulf of Corinth:

1 ship of 5,000 tons badly damaged.

Patras:
1 ship of 1,000 tons sunk.
~ Megara:
2 ships totalling 8,000 tons sunk.
Salamis: A
1 ship of 5 - 6,000 tons received a direct hit and an
explosion resulted
2 ships of unknown tonnage sunk
1 old warship sunk,
- 1 vessel of 100 tonsrsunk,
1 old warship damsged.
Eleusis:
1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons received a dlrect hlt and
. an explosion resulted.
Pireaus: ' _
l ships totalling 23,000 tons7aamage&;_
Khalkis:

1 ship of 2,000 tons damaged.

/Other
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. Other Sea AreaS°,

2 shlps totalllng 1,000 tons sunk,
1 ship of 500 - 1, 000 tons badly damagea.

Twelve enemy aircraft were destroyed on the ground at Corinth airfield.

‘ Small formations attacked enemy batteries in the Thermopylae Pass and
troop movements in the Attica area,

Total Losses on 24 April and Losses in Late Report for 23 April:

Enemy:
In the Air: ' 1 Hurricane
1 PZL
On the Ground: 55 aifcraft, types not known
57 aircraft
German: 1 Me 109 (missing)

B. Italian Air Operations

Six aircraft carried out reconnaissance along the western coast of
Greece and over Crete, Fourteen ships were observed in Suda Bay and eight
escorted merchant ships were seen leaving the bay.

Six fighters escorted bombers sent out to attack shipping in Suda Bay.

Libya and Mediterranean Area

Ground Situation - Libya

22 April: 1In the affernoon an enemy attack with air support was made on Axis
positions at Tobruk., = The attack was repulsed and a number of prisoners
were taken., . :

- 23 April: In the evening an enemy force comprising 60 tanks, a2 large number
of vehicles and artillery, including some heavy-calibre guns, attempted to
outflank Capuzzo from the west and south. The enemy wes driven off,

During the night of 23/2k April enemy werships bombarded the Acroma
area for the flrst time to disrupt Ax1s communlcatlons.

Armed reconnaissance carried out during the night and reconnaissance
in force on the morning of 24 April found the encmy on the alert all along
the outer defence line of Tobruk. In one of these operations 160 men of
an Italian company were taken prisoncr at Mdaura. " There was brisk artil-
lery activity on the Tdbruk sector, -

‘According to statements by prisoners, the enemy has plenty of food
and ammunition. Reinforcements were alleged. to be on the way to the
garrison, In spite of constant air reconnaissance, it has not yet been
ascertained whether embarkations or disembarkations are taking place,

24 April: Axis forces carried out recommaissance in the direction of Hill

209, Small enemy groups with armoured cars reconnoitred south of Capuzzo
to the coast between Cepuzzo and Sidi Azeis.

/German
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German Operations

Air Situation - Libya

Reconnaissance

2 April: bening reconnaissance along the Egyptian frontier as far as
Giarabub had to be broken off owing to engine trouble, '

Photographic reconnaissance was carried out over the area Tobruk -
Sollum -~ Sidi Barrani at 1730 hours.

Operations

23 April: Ten bombers lalid mines in the Tobruk area between 0450 and 0537
hours. At the same time one aircraft dropped one 500 Kg and two 250 Kg
bombs on harbour instal;ations. Results were not observed.

24 April:; At 0645 hours a bomber on armed reconnaissance bombed eand shot up a
heavily armed transport ship of medium tonnage. escorted by a torpedo boat.
The bombs fell close to the ship.

_At 0900 hours eleven light bombers on armed reconnaissance success=—
fully bombed and shot up enemy ground forces west of Capuzzo.

At 1415 hours three bombers on armed reconnaissance along the coast
made an unsuccessful attack on a destroyer entering Tobruk harbour.

At 1530 hours 24 dive-bombers and 15 twin-engined fighters made a
very successful attack on shipping, warehouses and quay installations,
Large fires broke out. ,

Air Situvation - Mbditerrénean

Reconnaissance

24 April: No enemy shipping was observed by morming reconnaissance south of
Sicily to the Tunisian coast.

At 0755 hours there were four enemy destroyers on course 90° 40 km
south-west of Malta., These warships arrived at la Valetta during the
morning, ' .

Photographic reconnaissance was carrled out over the Alexandria --
Ismailia area,

Results of photographic reconnaissance over Malta at 0840 hours:

Warships at La Valetta:

7 submarines, including one in dock,

7 destroyers, including one in dock and one without bows,
2 minesweepers 9;

3 patrol boats , including one in dock,

2 auxiliaries (?),

1 1light cruiser.

The light cruiser has arxrived since 23 April, The amount of mer-
chant shipping remains unchanged.

Airfields

Halfar: 1 twin-engined aircraft, apparently a Wellington,
1 biplane,
1 single-engined aircraft, apparently a Spitfire,
5 single-engined aircraft with folded-back wings.

RESTRICTED /Luca:
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Luca: " (photographic reconnaissance at 1105 hours):

12 tmnn—englned aircraft, apparently Wélllngtons,
1 twin-engined alrcraft apparently a Blenheun

1 single-engined alrcraft

1 twin-engined aircraft, apparently damaged,

Ta. Venezia: (1105 hours) :

21 single-engined aircraft, apparently Hurricanes,
1 twin-engined aircraft, apparently a.Wellington.,

_There were no aircraft at Calafrana and Marsa Scirocco,

In the afternoon reconnaissance: observed four destroyers, one cruiser
and one merchant ship of 10,000 tons at Ia Valetta.

Operations

24 April: No enemy aircraft encountered by flghters escortlng a reconnalssance
aircraft and on sweeps over Malta.

Eight bombers attacked the naval base at La Veletta between 2115 and
2130 hours, dropping eight 500 Kg and nlnety-31x 50 Kg bhombs., Thick haze
decreased visibility. A small fire broke out in the vicinity of Dockyard
Creek, One 500 Kg bomb apparently hit a large merchant ship., Crews of
pther aircraft conflrmed the wviolent exp1031ons. Four of- the aircraft
drew the defence before the attack while four bombers laid mines. At the
"same time six bombers attacked Luca airfield, dropping five 500 Kg and
sixty-four 50 Kg bombs. - Two large and several small fires broke out in
the buildings on the northern perimeter of the airfield.

Between 2130 and 2135 hours four dive-bombers attacked the cruiser in
La Valetta harbour, dropping four 1,000 Kg bombs. Owing to intense AA
fire and searchlight activity the effect could not be observed, One bomb
fell in the town centre of Ia Valetta, another hit the eastern side of
Sliema Creek and e third hit the searchlight position on La Valetta pomnt

Three fighters escorting a reconnaissance aircraft over Malta were
engaged by three Hurricanes.,

Defence

23 April: Tobruk: 1 fighter which did not iﬁtercept, 1. 1light and 3 heavy
AA batteries. -

2k April:; Malta 0805 hours: intense, accurate AA fire, L4 Hurricanes at
' 21,000 feet. The German alrcraft evaded attack between
Halfar and Ia Valetta.

2130 hours: 1 night flghter with navigation lights and
searchlights did not intercept. Heavy AA, mostly aimed
_too low., Intense searchlight activity.

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

5 reconnaissance aircraft
69 bombers
35 fighters

109 aircraft

Enemy Operations

Libya .
Aircraft attacked Gazala on 23 April. Maddalena (north-west of
RESTRICTED /Barce
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Barce) was bombed during the night of 23/24 April, There was no damage.

Losses -
German: None o N

Enemy: None reported.

Italian Operations

Air Situation - Libya

"~ Reconnaissance

23 April: Nothing of importance was observed by reconnaissance over the Gulf
of’ Sirte, .

Operations

21 April: Twenty-three fighters carrled out patrols over Tripoli and’ Derna
airfield.

23 4pril: Two fighters carried out patrols over Benghazi,

Aiy Sitvation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

23 April: At 0950 hours two cruisers, two destroyers and. two merchant
ships each of 10 - 20,000 tons were sighted moving on course 315°
160 km south—south—east of Gavdos Island, Enemy fighters made an
unsuccessful attack on the reconnaissance aircraft off Cape Spatha
(north—western tip of Crete).

24 April: Reconnaissance south of Sicily sighted a biplane of unknown
nationality at 0800 hours. No enemy Shlpplng was observed.

Operations
21 April: | Twenty fighters escorted convoys and reconnaissance aircraft,
Total Number of Aircraft Operational

9 reconnaissance aircraft
49 fighters

58 aircraft

Enemy Operations

Libya

Enemy aircraft attacked Benghazi on the morning of 22 April and durmng
the night of 22/23 April. .Several buildings, including the govermor's
palace, were damaged, One enemy aircraft was shot down.by flghters.

Mediterranean

During the night of 22/23 April enemy aircraft made an unsuccessful
attack on airfields on Rhodes.

Losses
Italian: None
Enemy: 1 bomber

/LUFTWAFFE
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LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REFORT NO. 595 (26 AFRIL 1941)

Operations on 25 April and during the Night of 25/26 April, 1941

Situation in Southern.Theatre

X Fliegerkorps

(a) Air Situation - Libya

(1) Reconnaissance

In the morning aircraft carried out photographic reconnaissance over
Tobruk and visual recommaissance along the Egyptian frontier from Sidi
Omar to Giarabub, No enemy movements were observed, :

(ii) Operations

Ajircraft on armed reconnaissance early in the mornlng attacked
vehicle concentrations at Capuzzo. : KRl :

ILater in the morning éscorted German and Italian dive-bombers effec-
tively supported a German attack by bombing ground targets west of
Capuzzo.

In the afternoon light bombers effectively attacked enemy p031t10ns
east of the frontier and a camp east of Sollum, A Hurricane was shot
dowm,

(b) Air Situation - Mediterrencsn : . ’

No enemy shipping was- dbserved in ‘the sea area south of Sicily in
the morming, In the afternoon an enemy. warship formation on a south-
easterly course was sighted in the southern part of the Ionian Sea.

FPhotographic reconnalssance was carried out over La Valetta hafbour
and the airfields at Ta Venezia, Luca and Halfar in the morning. Inter-
pretation shows a shed east of the dry dock in French Creek has been burnt
out,

Durlng armed reconnaissance a medium-sized merchant Shlp was attacked
off the western coast of Egypt. No .effect was apparent, 1In the after-
noon dive-bombers attacked a merchant ship observed off Tobruk. The
attack ws apparently unsuccessful.

Other bombers and fighters escorted shipping and aircraft. No enemy
aircraft were encountered,

Situation in South-Eastern Theatre

I.

Ground Situation on 25 April (2000 hours)

German Operations in Greece

Panzer formations have overcome British resistance at Molos. . 24 guns
were captured and 200 prisoners taken. In the continued advancé south-
east along the coastal road Atalandi was taken and Martinon (26 km north-
west of Thebes) reached.,

Advanced detachments of a mountain division have reached Dhadhlow
(south-east of the Thermopylae pass).

Mobile units which crossed over to BEvvoia Island yesterday have
reached Khalkis,
: : /SS units
RESTRICTED
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SS units are continuing their advance from ¥Yannina along the Arﬁa -
Agrinion road,

In the early morning elements of an infantry division ianded oﬁ Lemnos
Island, All points of military importance were occupied during the course
of the day, Only slight opposition was offered by the enemy.

Air Situation on 25 April (2000 hours)

German Operétions

Iuftflotte 4 (VIII Fliegerkorps)

Bomber, dive-bomber aﬁd”fighter formations carried out operations
against enemy shipping with the following results:

Khalkis:
1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons damaged.
Patras:
1 merchant ship of 5,000 tons damaged.
Cape Psaromyta:
(Gulf of Corinth)
1 steamship of 800 tons damaged.
Sikionia:
(Gulf of Corinth)
1 merchant ship of 3,000 tons recelved a direct hlt..
Navplion:
1 merchant ship of 10,000 tons badly damaged.
Cépe'Trypete:' .

(Crete)
1 merchant Shlp of 3 000 tons sunk,

Other Sea Areas-

Numerous small coastal vessels set on fire.

Ground attack, bomber and dlve-bomber formatlons attacked enemy columns
in the area north of Athens and on thé Corinth - - Argos road.-' "The Corlnﬁh -
Patras road ‘was hit by a 1,400 Kg bomb,

A}

Supplementary Report on Operations carried out on 24 April

Polinos Island:

1 merchant ship of 4,000 tons sunk.

~ Milos Island:

4 merchant ship of 6,000 tons damaged., Ship left
burning. . : :

Lavrion:

,1,vessel of 8,000 tons damaged,
1 small Warshlp of 1,000 tons recelved several hits,

/Sﬁpplementggz
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Supplémenfany Report on Operations 6arried out on 23 April

Navplion:
| 1 more freighter received 3 direct hits;
Paros:
1 vessel of 7,000 tons damaged.
Stenon:

1 vessel of 3,000 tons damaged.
2 Spitfires were shot down south of Navplion,

Total Losses

Enemy: " Nome reported.
German: None reported.

Iate Report from 23 April:

Enemy:

In the Air: 2 Spitfires

Libya and Mediterrancan Area

Ground Situation - Libya

25 April: At Gabrell Msjuaw (west of Capuzzo) groups of fifteen to twenty
encmy trucks with three armoured cars were driven off,

The Axis front runs from Sollum (town included) along the Capuzzo
frontier fortifications in the direction of Sidi Omar.

A large number of enemy attécks with tanks and infantry were driven
off, According to a statement by a prisoner, the enemy intends to
relieve the situation at Tobruk by an outflanking attack on Bardia,

On the Capuzzo - Sollum front enemy forces south of Capuzzo were
pushed back to Suleiman~Seghir by counter-attacks with strong .air
support,  Seven tanks were destroyed and a nunber of armoured cars
were destroyed or put out of action by Luftwaffe attacks.

German'Operations

Air Situvation - Libya

Reconnaissance s,

25 April:; Nine old Italian aircraft and seven Hurricanes which had appar-
: ently been transferred overnight were observed on Tobruk airfield.

Ehotographic reconnaissance carried out over Tobruk and the forti-
fications to the south at 0713 hours was incomplete owing to fog banks,
A lerge ship was observed level with the net barrage. '

No enemy movements were observed by reconnaissance carried out along

the Egyptian frontier from Sidi Omer to Giarabub at 0750 hours, About
twenty cars, probably old Italian vehicles, were observed at Giarabub,

/Operations
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Operations

At 0545 hours three light bombers on armed reconnaissance attacked small
vehicle concentrations in the Bardia - Capuzzo area at Maduar.

At 1030 hours fourteen German and Italian dive-bombers escorted by
twelve Italian fighters attacked ground targets west of Capuzzo. An enemy
group was dispersed, one tank set on fire and another destroyed. At the
same time German ground forces launched an attack from the east and north.

At 1600 hours ten light bombers attacked enemy battery positions east
of the frontier at Gebr es Seghir (?) and Sidi Suleiman (? Bombs are
believed to have hit a position. A successful attack was made on a large
camp east of Sollum., One Hurricane was shot down,

Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

25 April: No enemy shipping was observed by morning reconnaissance over the sea

area south of Sicily.

At 1740 hours reconnaissance over the sea area east of Slclly dbserved
one battleship, one cruiser and three destroyers on course 120° 140 km south-
east of Cape Spartivento, Contact was maintained until 1810 hours,

According to photographic reconnaissance, the amount of merchant ship-
ping and the number of warships at La Valetta have not changed since
2l April., A shed east of the large dry dock in French Creek has been burnt

out.
Airfields
Ta Venezia: 2} single-engined aircraft.
Luca: 1h.Wé111ngtons,
1 twin-engined aircraft, apparently damaged,’
1 single-engined alrcraft.
Halfar: 1 single-engined biplane,

1 single-engined aircraft (Spitfire),
5 single-engined aircraft with foldedéback w1ngs.

The roof of a damaged hangar has been removed
There were no aircraft at Calafrana and Marsa Scirocco.

Owing to weather conditions, photographic reconnaissance could not be
carried out over Malta in the afternoon.

Operations

25 April: At 0800 hours three bombers oﬁ armed reconnaissance made an unsuccess-

ful attack on a ship of 3 - 4,000 tons escorted by a destroyer in the sea
area 25 km north of Sidi Barrani. A destroyer was observed leaving Tobruk,

. At 1325 hours a bomber sent out on reconnaissance over Tobruk observed
a ship which had been attacked to be sinking. Another ship proceeding at
low speed was observed nearby.

At 1500 hours fifteen German and Italian dive-bombers escorted by
Italian fighters scored near misses on the reported ship, Results were not
observed.

~ Six bombers carried out convoy escort operations.
. < . . ‘ . N /No
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No enemy aircraft were encountered by fighters escorting an aircraft
on photograph:w reconnaissance over Malta. '

Two™ f:;.ghters which took off to- 1ntercept a dr:.ft:x.ng ba.lloon on the
eastern coast of S:Lc.lly could. not locate the obJect:ch.

Defence

25 Aprils Sollum: Slight AA and fighter defence. e

Total Number of Aircraft Operational e

12 reconnalssance a:.rcraft
38 bombers o
19 fighters

69 aircraft

E,nemy Operations

2k April: Enemy aircraft attacked the town and a:l.rf:x.eld of' Derna, Ceeualties
amounted to two killed and two Wounded . One Italian aircraft wes burnt
out and two others damaged oo .

" The enemy made three air attacks on Tr:.poln. and Benghaz:. during the
n:.ght of 214./ 25 Apr:.l. The bombs fell in the sea.

I.osses
German: None.
. Enemy: 1 Hurricane

Italian Operations

See German report.

Total Number of Aircraft Operational -

-8 bombers ’ . . .
12 fighters

20 aircraft

Losses
Italian: . None
" Eremy: None reported.

" LUFTWAFFE SITUATION REFORT NO.® 596 (27 AFRIL 1941)

Operations on 26 April and during the Night of 26/27 April, 194

S:Ltuatn.on in Southern Theatre

X Fllegerkorps

(a) Air Sz.tuatlon - leya .

: Bzotograph:.c reconna:l.ssance s carr:x.ed. out over Tobruk Marsa
Matruh and Fuka airfield.

RESTRICTED /(®)
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(b) Air Situation - Mediterranean

No enemy warships”br merchant ships were observed by reconnaissance
over the sea area south and east of Sicily.

Photographic reconnaissance over Malta in the morning and aftermoon
gave details-of wWarships and.merchant ships at La’ Valetta and of aircraft
at Luca and Halfar airfields. :

Thotographic and visual reconnaissance over Alexandria, Ismailia and
Fort Said on 24 April provided the following details:

Alexandria: the aircraft-carrier "Formidable", three battleships,
the "Lorraine" and a few destroyers and merchant
ships.

Port Said: 1 heavy cruiser and about 45 merchant ships,

8 merchant ships and 2 small warships on the Port Sald
roadstead,

Fighters on escort over Malta in the morning encountered two Hurricanes.,
There were no losses on either side,

Total Losses - Libya and. Mbdlterranean

German: Nil return,
Enemy: None reported.

Situation in South-Eastern Theatre

I. Ground Situation on 26 April (2000 hours)

o German QOperations in Greece

‘FPanzer formations of Twelfth Army operating in two columns continued
the pursuit of the enemy to the northern edge of the mountain range between
Thebes and Athens,reaching Erythrai and the railway junction east of Tanagra.

Paratroops landed on both sides of the Corinth Isthmus and occupied the
city of Corinth and the town of Lutrakhion (6 lkm north-east of Corinth).
Paratroops are advancing eastwards in the direction of Megara. The canal
is undamaged, but the bridge was blown up by the enemy.

SS units advanced rapidly through Arta and Missolonghi, reaching the
coast north of Patras and lamding on the Pelopornes, FPatras was occupied
and the advance continued southwards,

A Panzer division advanced south-east from Lamia in the direction of
Thebes, The main force of another Panzer division is located in the area
north of Pharsala,

Two mountain divisions are moving up in and north of the Lamia area.

The disarmament of the Greek Eplrus and Macedonlan Army is practlcally
complete, .

IT. Air Situation on 26 April (2000 hours)

German Operatlons

Iuftflotte 4 (VIII Fl:l.egerkorps)

During the day bombers and dlveébombers attacked enemy shlpplng in the
Athens - Crete area., The following successes have so far been reported:

/Salamis:
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Salamis: ‘ ‘

One 15,000 ton ship hit by one 50 Kg bomb,
SW of Salamis: | ‘

One 10, 000 ton ship hit by several 50 Kg bombs.
15 km S of Idhra:

One shipvofA6OO tons set on fire,
30 Km S of Idhra:

One 20,000 ton ship hit twice Qﬁ bows by 50 Kg bombs.
Ermioni (SE of Navplion):

One mercﬁant ship of medium tonnage damaged,
N of Spetsai Island:

One freighter of 1,000 tons sunk,

One freighter of 2 ,500 tons damaged

One freighter of 1,000 tons sllghtly damaged
Kranidhion (N of Spetsai Island):

One ship of 5,000 tons damaged.
10 km S of Spetsai Tsland:

One ship of 1,500 tons set on fire,
10 km ESE of Leonidhion:

Three vessels totalling 50,000 tons hit by 50 Kg and 500 Kg
bonbs; flre broke out on one sh1p of 15,000 tons,

W of Keos Island:
One ship of 1,000 tons damaged.
- E of Keos Island:
One ship of 1,500 tons damaged.
Milos Island: |
| One ship of 3,000 tons'sunk.
30 km SE of Milos:
) One ship of 6,000 tons damaged.
80 km S of Milos: | '
One ship of 5,000 tons sunk.

Bomber aﬁd dive-bomber formations attacked enemy colums and tanks
in the Argos - Tripolis area. - -

Twin-engined fighters silenced enemy AA guns when paratroops landed
on the Corinth Isthmus. :

/Single-
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Single-engined fighters escorted bombers and dive-bombers.
Defence

Pighter defence over the Pelopohnes. Enemy bombers attacked in the
Mj.los area, ,

Supplementary Report on Results of Operations on 25 April

Sea areca Atheﬁs_ - Crete:

Orie passenger ship of 15,000 tons sunk,

One freighter of 18 - 20,000 tons received a direct hit with a
250 Kg bomb; large cloud of smoke developed.

One freighter of 2,000 tons sunk,

One freighter of 3,000 tons damaged,

One freighter of 2,000 tons damaged.

Gulf of Corinth:

One freighter of 5,000 tons damaged.
One small warship of about 1 ,000 tons damaged.

On Argos airfield f‘Ouf single-engined aircraft were destrpyéd an@

nine damageda

Total Losses
Enemy: None reported.
German_:' None reported.

Iate Report from 19 April:

German: 2 Me 109,

ILate Report from 20 April:

Eneny:
In the Air: 2 Hurricanes

German: 4 Do 17
3 Me 109
2 Me 110
2 Ju 88

11 aircraft

TLate Report from 25 April:

Enemy:

On the Ground: four aircraft, types not known.

ILibya and Mediterranean .Avea .

Ground Situation - Libya

26 April: Brisk patrol activity on both sides at Tobruk. Enemy tanks were
driven back to their own lines by strong defence. An enemy reconnaissance
party was completely routed. An Italian battery was put out of action by
enemy fire, o o - .

i /Axis
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Axis forces advanced at Sollum.

German Operations

Air Situation - Iibya

Reconnaissance. -

26 April: Results of photographic reconmalissance over Tobruk:

A destroyer has arrived at the harbour; three small ships (800 -
1,500 tons) in the vicinity of the net barrage.

Photographic reconnaissance was carried out over Marsa Matruh and
Fuka airfield,

Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnalssance

Results of photographic and visual reconnaissance carried out over the
area Alexandria - Ismailia - Fort Said on 24 April: '

Airfieldgﬂ

El Amiriya: (1226 hours)
(S of Alexandria)

1 twin-engined aircraft,
5 single-engined aircraft,

- Ismailia; (1315 hours)
10 single-engined aircraft,

Ports_:

Alexandria: (1230 hours - photographic reconnaissance)

aircraft-carrier ("Formidable"),

battleships,

cruisers, including one without bows in floating dock,
warship, apparently the Greek battleship "Giorgios
Averoff", o

submarine depot ship,

destroyer depot ship,

repair ship,

destroyers,

submarines,

torpedo boat, apparently Greek,

L. gunboats or mine-sweepers, including one in dry dock.

SN

—
ST = =

French Warships:

1 battleship ("Lorraine")
L. cruisers,

1 destroyer,

1 submarine,

Mbrqhant Shipping:
8 tankers totalling sbout 58,500 tons,
<49 freighters.and. cargo~passenger ships
totalling about 300,000 tons.

/Aircrafts
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Aircraft:
5 Sunderlands (?)
Ismailia: (1315 hours: = photographic reéonhaissance)
‘1 freighter of ‘about 1,500 tons,
1 small motor vessel,
1 freighter without stern.
Port Said: (1330 hours - photographic recommaissance)
4 tankers totalling about 31,500 tons,
4y freighters totalling about 225,000 tons,
2 submarines,
2 escort vessels (7).

On the outer roadstead:

1 tanker of about 6,000 tons,
- 4 freighters totalling about 18,000 tons,

Suez Canal: : (between Ismailia and Port Said)
1 tanker of about 3,000 tons going north,
1 magnetic minesweeper (?),
2 freighters each of about 5,000 tons going north,
1 freighter of about 3,000 tons going south,

Owing to thick cloud rallwwy movements in the direction of Ismailia
could not be observed, -

26 April: No enemy merchant shlps or warships were dbserved by reconnaissance
over the sea area south and east of Sicily,

Results of photographic reconnaissance carried out over Malta in the
morning:

Warships at La Valetta:

7 destroyers, including one without bows,"
1 light cruiser,

5 submarines,

2 minesweepers (?),

3 patrol boats, including one in dock,

2 auxiliaries (?).

2 small submarines have left port since 25 April.

' Mbrqhant,Shipping:

freighter of about 1,500 tons,

freighter of about 1,200 tons (with list),
freighter of about 12 000 tons,

freighter of about 8, 000 tons (being

towed out of dock),

freighter of about 10,000 tons (unload:mg) ,
1 tanker of about 1 200 tons,

[ S A Y

—

The amount of merchant shipping has not changed since 25 April,
Airfields: |

Luca: ' 14 twin-engined aircraft,
1 single-engined aircraft,

/Halfar:
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Halfar: 1 s:.ngle-eng:med biplane,
1 single-engined aircraft (Spitfire),
5 single-engined aircraft with folded—back wings,

Ta Venezia: ... . . not covered.

There -were no aircraft at Calafrana. and Marsa Scirocco,

With the exception of a m:.nesweeper and an auxiliary vessel being put
into dock and a magnetic mnesweeper carrying out a search, photographic
reconnaissance carried out in the afternoon showed that no changes had
taken place since the morning, Two more twin-engined aircraft were -
identified on Luca -airfield. :

In the afternoon visual reconna:.ssance observed a ship, apparently a
destroyer, on & northerly course 9 km south of Malta,

Operations

26 April: F:Lghters escort:.ng a reconnalssance aircraft over Malta were engaged
by two Hurr:.canes. . o

No enemy aircraft were encountered by fighters escort:.ng & reconnais-
sance aircraft in the afternoon.

Defenc'e

‘26" April: . Maltas 0925 hours: . very slight heavy AA fire over La Valetta.

1540 hours: inaccurate heavy AA fire over the eastern
part of Malta, Heavy AA from the ship
reported south of Malta.

' Total Number of Aircraft Operat:.onal

9 reconnaissance aircraft,.
16 Pighters

25 aircraft .

Losses
German: None reported
Enemy: . . None reported. §

Situation at Sea - Medlterranean

26 April: Recomnaissance could not locate the Gibraltar Squadron during the
d.ay. It is believed to be in the vicinity of the Italian islands and
it is expected that Italian ports will be bonbarded, The Alexandria
Squadron is still in the Ion:La.n Sea.: ’

Italian Opera‘bioﬁs

Air Situation - Libya |

Reconnaissanoe

25 April: Noth:.ng fresh was observed by coastal reconnalssance between
Tripoli and Benghazi,

e /Operations
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Operations
25 April: PFighters carried out patrols over Derma airfield,

Two bombers attacked Tobruk harbour, dropping high
explosive and incendiary bonbs.

Air Situation - Mediterranean

Reconnaissance

26 April: Nothing of importance was observed by reconnaissance
over the sea area south of Sicily.

One aircraft carried out reconnaissance over the Gulf of
Taranto.

Nine aircraft carried out reconnaissance over the sea area
west of Sardinia to the African coast., At 1625 hours a sub-
marine on course 90° was sighted 235 km north-east of Algiers.

Three fighters carried out patrols over Taranto.

Operations

25 April: All operations had to be broken off owing to bad
weather conditions,

Total Number of Aircraft Operational

13 reconnaissance aircraft
11 bombers :
18 fighters

42 aircraft

Losses
Italian: None reported.
Enemy: None reported.
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