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along the Rastern frontier of France, approximately along a line running fram

St.Trond over Plorennes to Dijon, and to the interception of the incaaing
boiber strean.

4 By their own untiring efforts, and with the support of the Night
F}gh‘ber Command of Luftflotte 3, Jagdkorps IT succeeded in building up a
night fighter organization which, at the beginning of the invasion, covered
the whole of Northern Fronce, i.e. the area North East of the linc Rennes- |
Tours=Lyon, and would have permitted single-seater night fighter operations
to be carried out over the defence zone on both sides of the Samme from St.Pol
to Aumale had the ncoessary aircraft been available.

1.5' Our numerical inferiority had no noticeably unfavourable effect on
night fighter operations, as single night fighter aircraft can easily infiltrate
into o dense stream of bambers, whereas day fighters cannot. The considsrable
successes achieved by our night fighters over France are all the more remarkable
considering the very shallow enemy penetration which these raids involved,and
the speed with waioh our pilots had consequently to act.

The short space of time which elapsed between the enemy toke off and
the actusl bombing, as for instonce where Paris was the target, necessitated
an early take off by our fighters and & precautionary state of readiness of
8ll wireless bsacons around Paris, Qur fighters usually took off in waves,
s0 that should the target be misjudged, the second wave could still engage the
enemy over the resal targetb.

16, The fundemental atbtitude of the Luftflotten Komnando Reich under
whose command Jagdkorps I operated was even more clearly wvisible in night
fighting than in day fighting tactics. The Commnand regarded all defensive
operations over Franec os wrong strategically, believing it preferable to

build up such a strong fighter defence OVEr the Reich that the enemy would

no longer pisk penetrating into Geriaen territory. However desirable a
successful defence on these lines would have been, it was clearly impossible at
a time when the invading armies had to be f‘oug‘nt. A Celf’tain amount of friection
consequently arose betwsen the various Jagdkorps, the main result of which was

to &ffect adversely the flying units.

17, Tn conclusion, I should like to summarise briefly my experiences of
the period of preparation and execution of the fighter defence plan on the
invasion front, and of which only the most important have been mentioned in
this Survey,

Al There was no definite and overall comaand. The results of this were
that individual Comand H,Q. 's had no uniform situation reports to
help them to determine their future tactics, and that the
administrative measurcs for ground orgenizetion and supply were
often confused and inadequate.

2. Luftflotte 3 was given no reinforcements to make good last mimute
deficiencies in its fighter organisation,

3. Pinslly, as the enemy's successes were in lerge part due to the Allied

air Forces, our own fighter force became the universal scapegoat, '
and was blamed for every set-back and loss.
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