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THE _COURSE OF THE WAR IN THE
MEDITERRANEAN THEATRE OF OPERATIONS

JANUARY 1 - MAY 13, 1943

A survey of the military situation in the Mediterranean at fhe beginning
of 1943 must be based on the course of operations in Africa.

The Anglo-American landing in Morocco and Algeria, which took place in
November 1942, inaugurated a new phase in the war in the Mediterranean.
German end Italian counter-measurecs led to the occupation of the bridgehead
in Tunisia and thus strong enemy land, sca and air forces were tied down in
Africas Meanwhile the German Africa Corps had to abandon its positions at
El Alamein, and withdraw across Cyrenaica and Syrte before an enemy enjoying
superiority in men and materialss This withdrawal to the west and the -
resulting redisposition of units enabled the German and Italian forces to be
concentrated in one compact area.

This movement was carried out according to plan in January 1943.

The fighting>in Tunisia was directed by Panzer Army Corps 5, with support~
ing Italian troops drawn from the German and Italian Panzer Army in Tripolitania.

Support in the air was provided by units of Luftflotte 2 (which was opera-
ting in the Mediterranean area), together with Fliegerkorps II, Fliegerkorps X,
Fliegerfuchrer Tunis, Fliegerfuehrer Afrika, Luftwaffe Staff at Rath (Gabes) and
Lufttransportfuchrer Mittelmeer, while units of the 49th and 20th Flak Divisions
were used in anti-aircraft operations as well as in the land fighting.

Units of thu Germen and Italian havies and merchant fleets assisted the
lend forces; their mein function was to keep up the supply of materials to
the two African theatres of operations. . ' -

On the Tunisian front, our forces were faced by strong British, American.
and French formations, while in Tripolitania we were opposed by the British
8th Army. In addition there were the cnemy air forces based in Egypt, Libya,
Malta and French North Africa: wireless recomaissance in the eastern Medi~
terranean, including Malta, revealed the enemy's air strength as:=

700 fighters

600 bombers

2.5 reconnaissance aircraft
200 transport aircraft

Based on north-west Africa, the enemy had:-

500 fighters
330 bombers
70 transport aircraft.

A large part of the Allied fleet was deployed against enemy bases in the
Mediterranecans . ‘
In Tunisia the fighting, which was occasionally severe, was of a prepara-.
tory nature, but nevertheless it did result in some improvement of positione.
In the north-western sector of the bridgehead, all the principal roads wers in
Germen and Italian hands, notably the coast route to Bizerta, and the road to
Tunis; the Medjerda valley, centres of communications and hill positions were
also occupicds In the southern part of the sector, all enemy attempts to break
through to the coast were frustrated and successful counter-measures were takens..
Geographical conditions favoured defence; steep hills and velleys are a feature
" of the countryside, and "wadis" and "shotts" run almost up to the coast. These
facts made it difficult for the enemy to deploy his strengthi .

In Tripolitania the main fighting took place on a front 100 kilometres widé;
along the coasts The principel operaticn was the withdrawel of the German and

 /Italien
@1 696L8/EFE/6/L8




24 ) ‘ .,
- Italian troops to the weste Flghtlng a moblle war, the Army was able to ’f‘
evade all the enenmy's attempts at an encircling movement and, in spite of all

difficulties, thc planned transfer of forces, which ended with the abandon;ng
of Tripolitania, was completed. , :

At the beglnnmng of January the front in Tunisia extended in & line from
the north coast, east of Cape Serrat, in a southerly direction west of Mateur,
west of Teboura, cast of Medaczhel-Bdb, west of Pont-du-Fahs, west of Cairouan,
ternminating near Gabes.

, Sinultaneously, the German and - Italian Panzer Armee defendéd the Buerat
position, south of the Bey of Syrte, against constantly increasing enemy
pressure.’ _ ; .

, Flghtlng durlng January produced 1o significant nodlfloatlons of the

* front in Tunisias Faced with the enemy threat of a concentrated attack on
Tunis and to the coast, via Cairouan, the duties of Panzer Army Corps 5 were
prinarily defensive. It wes possible to keep up nuisance, attacks on the
weaker eneriy positions, in order to split the enemy's forces and impede his

‘progress; by counter-attacks, our line was moved forward and the area in -
the 'south where the German and Italian forces were concentrated was secureds

A description of the fighting corresponds to these activities: on both sides
‘ there was harassing fire; scouting patrols and advanced parties were. actlve,
- vehicles were attacked and strong points withdrawn; brisk reconnaissance

~ raids werec launched mines were lald and roads blocked. ,

"An important event in oouth TunlSl& was the storming of Fonndouk, south=
west of Caircuans French troops which attacked there on January 3, and were
driven back to the west; we suffered slight lcssess 218 prisoners were
 taken and the military equlpment captured or destroyed included 30 trucks,
‘9 guns, 21 machlne guns ond numerous infantry weaponss

On January 5 we were able to take Jefna (in the northern sector, west
of Mateur), where the enemy had been trying to drive us out of the hilly
country in the ‘direction of Bizertas On the other hand, the Italian Superge
Diyision suffered heavy casualties during the enemy attack which began on
Januery 11 in the central Tunisian battle area; land had to be given up in
the region of Si Salah and to the southe Simultaneous enemy attacks between
Bou Arad and Pont-du=Fahs were repulseds ' '

. To restore the situation on the Superga Division's front and to enable
the main defence line to be evacuated again into the hilly country, German
forces began "Unternehmen Eilbote" ("Operation Courier') in the second half
of the monthe As a rcsult the enemy suffered the following losses between
January 418 and 24:~

4,000 prisoners
21 tanks Lo
- 70 guns
200 vehicles,

~ in addition to more than 100 machlne guns and large quantities of war
- materiale

In the southern sector the 21st Panzer Division ‘extended this success by
‘launchlng a local attack which resulted in the capture of Faid on January 3,

~ after heavy flghtlng.

In Trlpolltanla the front was qulet during the first half of January,.
-.except for artillery fire and reconnaissance activity by both sidess In
the area of Syrte the enemy prepared his army for a renewed attacke Our
forces were given the task, not of holding the Buerat position indefinitely,
- but. of withdrawing to the Tunisian border, at the same time conducting a

- rearguard action which would last for some weekse Tripoli was to be held
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for as long as possible, as the. Duce felt its evacuation would be a consider=~
able political reverscy moreover, the sudden transfer of 150,000 men would -

present great difficultyx

The enemy offensive began on Jenuary 15. Throughout the withdrawal, its
focal point was in the southern sector, and the intention was to surround the
German and Italian Panzer Army with a move from the direction of the desert..
Prolonged resistance in face of the enemy's superiority proved impossible, in
spite of the courage of the defenders. The withdrawal began during. the night
of January 15/16, and the first line to be occupied ran from Seddada to a
point 56 kilometres north-west of Buerats In the face of sustained eneny
pressure, the front had again to be taken back during the night of January 16/17,
to the line Ulid-Birdufan-Tuarge (40 kilometres south-east of Misurata);r and on
January 17 it was again withdrawn to the linc Tarhouna-Homs. - But even here it
was not possible to organise any lasting defence, which might have been instru-
nentel in mininising the irmediate threat to Tripoli. With their supply system
always under constant strain, the Germen and Italian forces were faced by an ‘
eneny several times their strength, who used his superior forces to dictate the
course of the battle. On January 22 ocur front was withdrawn to the Tripoli
defence line, which ran 50 kilometres east of the city; and then, during the
night of January 22/23,Trip01i was evacuated, and the new positions taken up
were on the line Bianchi-Oliveti, 25 kilometres west of the city. - On January 24,
rearguards wcre fighting in the area of Zauia, on the 25th, in the Sorman-Sabratha
sector, on the 27th they were between Sabratha and Zuara and on .the Hst, to the
west of Zuarae Thus the frontier between Tripolitania and Tunisia was reached,
and our troops approached the Mareth Line, which they were to occupye ~ During
this fighting retreat, heavy losses were inflicted on the eneuy, and the action
of the Luftwaffe resulted in heavy damage to enemy material.

The activities of the enemy air forces in the Mediterranean were directed,
during the month of Januery, against the two theatres of operations in Tunisia
and Libyas Repeated attacks were launched against the airfields and harbours
of Bizerta and Tunis, against Ferryville, Soussc, Sfax, Cairouan, Gebes, Tripoli
and against airfields in Tripolitenia., Enemy air attacks in support of the
front line forces took place in the areas mentioned on the dates shown:

Fonndouk (January 4), Jefna (January 5), Si Silah (January 19), and attacks in
support of the 8th Army began on January 15. In addition, the German and
Italian sea supply routes between southern Italy and Africa, based on Naples and
Sicily, werc subjected to air attacke Enemy activity in other parts of the
Mediterranean, over Greece, Crete and the Mediterrancan islands was not.on a
large scale.  Throughout the entire area, the enemy kept up intensive recon-
naissancee ’

Our numerically inferior air forces were sent into action on a large scale
in the area Tunisia = Tripoli - Sicily.

+ The first cssential was sustained and extensive reconnaissance, which,
when the weather permitted, included the western Mediterranean as far as
Gibreltar and the castern Mediterranean us far as the Nile Deltas.  Emphasis
was laid on meteorologicel observation and reconnasissance off the coast line
and over the battle fronts, so that those responsible for the direction of
operations could be kept supplied with a continuel. stream of accurate reports.

Long-distance attacks by bombers, dive-bombers and fighter-bombers were
aimed at the enemy's supply traffic, his bases on the North African coast, and
et airfields in the rearward areas. The Puehrer himself ordered that enemy
shipping concentrations were to be persistently attacked. The harbour at Bone
was frequently attacked during the month (on January 1, 2, 7, 14, 15, 16, 17);
ships whether in convoy or not were attacked with great successe During
January the losses inflicted on enemy shipping were as follows: 17 ships -
totalling 108,000 tons, and 2 destroyers sunk: 42 ships totalling 180,000 tons
demaged, in addition to one cruiser, .2 destroyers and 2 patrol vesselse The

‘use of bombers, dive~bombers and fighters in tactical and strategical support

of the army was a contributing factor to the defensive and offensive successes .
in Tripolitania and Tunisie during January., Aircraft of Fliegerkorpe II,

_ , /Fliegerkorps X
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Fliocgerkorps X, Flicgerfuchrer Tunis and Fliegerfuehrer Afrike carried out
~ persistent attacks on cnemy airfields, roads, railways, transport movements,
anti=aircraft gun positions, tank and vehicle concentrations, tent camps,
" agsembly points and troops on the march in the neighbourhood of the front.
By direct intervention in the lend fighting at Fondouk (January 3), Jefna .
(January 5), Bou Arade (January 13), during "Unternehmen Eilbote" (January
18-24), and during the withdrawdl in Tripolitania, large-scele losses in men
and material were inflicted on the enemy, and rclief was thus brought to our
own army unitse SR ' o

‘Fighter and fighter-bomber units were given a dual task within the
scheme of aerial defence. = (1) They had to patrol and protect the skies over
the operational areas in Tunisia and Tripolis =~ (2) They had to cover the
German and Italian sea lanes between Si¢ily and Africa and protect convoys
from enemy air attacks. . Accordingly the units were employed to defend
harbours, airfields and dock installations and to protect the immediate
vicinity of the front, in addition to being used as escorts for bombers, .
fighter~bombers and transport aircraft, and as night fighters. = Purther, they
provided air cover for our convoys and hunted submarines. The high number of
enemy aircraft shot down in the Mediterranean during the month - 316 - was
principally a result of their worke

The use of transport aircraft assumed an added importance in the course
of the war in the Mediterranean, for the fighting in Africa depended on what
was achieved in the field of supply. Daily flights were orgenised to the two
fronts by aircraft under the command of Lufttransportfuechrer Mittelmeer;
troops, arms, equipment, ammunition, fuel and food were cerrieds In one day
the cargoes carried amounted to 1,227 men, 374 tons of arms and 'equipment, and
9.7 cubic metres of fuel. The sum total for the whole month was 15,716 men,
L4, 74247 tons of arms, ecquipment and ammunition, 146.1 cubic metres of fuel,

© 8.5 tons of food and 2 10 cm. guns on tractors.

.~ ‘The 20th Flakdivision, which was in action in Tunisis, was fused into the
Flakgruppen Tunis, Bizerta and Sousses Its principal function in these areas
was to provide anti-aircraft protection for harbours, airfields, and focal
points in the communication systems 5 Flakkampfgruppen were formed to be
used in ground fighting, and were distributed along the scctors held by the
Germen and Italian troops, where they were employed with success in the
offensive and defensive fighting. '

Air defence in Tripolitania was cerried out by enti-aircraft gun units
of Special Duties Staff, Luftgau, Afrika. The 19th Flekdivision was engaged
exclusively in fighting near the front, and it had to take part in defensive
 measures on the ground in addition to¢ providing A.A. defences

Units of Luftwaffe Signals were successfully incorporated in the air
defence systems The .shortage of Freya and Wuerzburg equipment was particu=-
larly noticeablee (Both these pieces of equipment were used in radar).
Wireless intelligence in the Mediterrsnean was.instrumental in providing
‘essential information on the strength and disposition of the enemy forces.

The situation at sea in the Mediterranean was characterised by the
‘convoy ectivities of both sides to assure supplies for the fighting in Africa.
The Allies had adequate. heavy and light naval forces at their disposal and
' therefore possessed a high degree of superiority at seas It was not -

- possible to interfere decisively with the large enemy convoys, even though
the Luftweffe went into action on a larger scale . against shipping targets.
Our own escort vessels = most cf them Italian units - were urgently needed
to protect convoys between southern Italy and Africas — The difficulties’

. connected with supplies by sea were considersble ‘and led to a constant ’
' disputc between Oberbefehlsheber Sued and Supermarinae. - The Italians wished
to work to a fixed plan, allowing for a convoy every three days and fixing
the time for a complete trip by steamer at 9 days; they did not wish to be .
compelled to alter these arrengementse - In addition a slower convoy,
limited only to supply traffic, would sail every four or five dayse In
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the existing situation, this was not satisfactorys For instance, if one
tanker did not put to sea, there was a threat of a petrol crisis in Tunis.
Moreover, our own convoy operations were hampered by bad weather, with tho
rcsult that destroycrs carrying troops, cargo boats, motor yachts, tankers
and ferries were held up for unusually long periods, then turned back or
interrupted their voyages. '

The losses suffered by the Italian convoys through enemy attacks from
submarines and aircraft were high, as the. protection was inadequate. The
over-all situation was made more difficult by the large distences from
harbour facilities (Genoa and Trieste) and the lack of trained workerse

Militery developments in the Mediterrancan, which had led in January to
the fusion of all Germen and Italian forccs and to the consolidation of their
position in Tunisia were dependent on the fighting in Africe during February.

AThe Axis forces which were in action (strengthened by reinforcements
brought in by sea.and air during the previous month), remained basically the
Samce ‘

The northern and central sectors of the battle area continued to come
under the control of Panzer Army Corps 5. In February, the defensive screen
to the south-gast and south-west was composed of the German and Italian
Panzer Army,  which was now callecd the 1st Italian Army. ‘

The integration of Luftflotte 2 with Fliegerkorps II, Fliegerkorps X,
Fliegerfuehrer Tunis, Fliegerfuehrer Afrika, Flicgerfuchrer Sardinien and
Lufttransportfuchrer Mittelmeer was altered during the course of the month
to facilitate a morc compact organisation of all air forces by the creation
of Gencralkormando Fliegerkorps Tunis. Fliegerfuchrer 2 (formerly Flieger-
fuchrer Tunis) and Fliegerfuehrer 3 with units of the former Gebes air
striking force and Fliegerfuechrer Afrika came under the command of the new
Corpse ' .

For the mein part, the war at sea had to be conducted by the Italien (
navy and mercantile marine. Only a few light naval forces were forthcoming '
fron the Germen side (speed boats, submarines and nine sweepers)s

The eneny position altered as the result of reinforcements being brought .
up, particularly in Algerias The Allied troops were put under the unified
direction of an American Supreme Commande According to wireless intelligence
roports, tho enemy air strength in the Mediterranean now totalled 2,769 air-
craft, of which 95 were in Gibraltar, 740 in French North Africa, 244 in Malta
and 1,690 in Libya and Egypte. , :

Figures calculated from aerial phctographs, observation, counter-intelli-
gence roeports ond estimates, set the total tonnage of the enemy fleet in the
Mediterranean at 1,475,000 tons, of which 1,100,000 tons were in the western
sea areans, and 375,000 tons in the ecastern.

In Tunisia, February marked the period of preparation for the approaching
- decisive battle with the enemy, who had many times our strengths The Axis
troops, which were now faced with a war on two fronts, took advantage of
internal communication lines and gained the initiative by virtue of their
greater battle experience and the superior quality of units which had been
tested in battle. By renewed attacks they achieved important improvements
in their positions, extending the perimeter of the bridgehead from Bizorte and -
Tunis right up to the Algerien fronticer and securing bases which would be of
considerable valuc, should the cnemy begin an offensives Only on the south-
eastern front did the defensive fighting continuc.

The western front in Tunisia, which was still only weakly held, corres=-

ponded generally to the January line. It began on the -northern coast, then
ran in a south-easterly direction to west of Pont « du - Fahs, swung further

/to
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to the west in the central Tunisian arca neer Cairouan until it was almost

at Pichon; then it ran west of the Fonndouk crossroads up to the north-south
line of hills in the central Tunisian mountains, via Faid, thence to the
Maknassy arca, terminating in the positions held by the 1st Italian Amy in -
the district south of the salt lekes.  To all intents and purposes, the
south~castern front now coincided with the political frontier between Tunis
and Tripolitania. i

The northern sector of the Tunisian front was quiet throughout practi~-
cally the wholec of Februarys There was only artillery and patrol activity,
with small loczl operations. The main fighting took place in central and
south Tunisiae :

Our offensive in the Paid area, which had begun on January 30, was
successfully continued and came to an end on Febrvery 3; 1,047 prisoners
were brought in; 25 armoured vehicles, 20 guns, 8 mortars, 57 machine guns,
10 trucks and 5 aircraft were either captured or destroyed.. But fiecrce
encny attacks ageinst our forward troops near Sened (south-west of Maknassy),
led to tenporary withdrawals, °However, it was possible to retake Sened as
ecarly as February 7, and at the same tine to advance our own positions
significantly (as far as 10 kilometrcs south-west of Send in the direction
of Gafsa)s. Adnittedly, this did not yet prevent the enemy moving his forces
to the south; and the threat of a union of the British 8th Army with the
Ancrican and British forces in Algeria did existe

On Februery 14, we begen an offensive operation in central and southern
Tunisia; it was known as "Untcrnehemen Fruehlingswind" (Operation Spring '
Wind"); its purpcse was to remove tho threat mentioned above, and to dis-
rupt and delay the Allied advencee On the véry first day the Axis troops
broke through the eneny positions and took Si Bou Zid, west of Faide The
cneny suffered heavy losses and had to retreat to the weste The courageous
assault groups then pressed on to the south, past Sadaguia (on February 15)
in a south=-westerly direction, and penetrated into Gafsa on February 16,

With the help of troops sent into action further to the north, Pichon, Hadjcb
el Aioun and Sbeitla were teken on February 17, while units of the 1st
Italian Army occupied Feriana and Theleptee The cnemy withdrew to his
Algerian base of Tebessa, and our spearheads were able to advance into the
areas of Shiba; Kasserine and Thalas In addition, strong formations of a
British armoured division were annihilated in a battle to the east of :
Tebessa on February 21. When the engegenent was broken off, the enemy had
suffered heavy and bloody losses; in addition nearly 4,000 prisoners were
taken, and 235 tanks, 169 armoured reconnaissance cars and 160 guns and self-
propelled guns either captured or destroyed. Our victorious troops were in
bases which were more than 200 kilometres from the Tunisian east coaste

To. prevoﬂt the cnemy from assembling his forces around Medjez el Bab, .
in the northern sector of the front, a local attack was launched on February 26;
"it also resulted in ground being gainede

In the south-eastern sector of the Tunisian front, the enemy did not
sustain his offensive during Februarye There was only minor activity,
during which the 1st Itelian Army, as planned, disengaged itself from the
cncmy. In the night of February I/5, our rearguards werc taken back to the
boundary position west of Pisida; on February 13 to the Tatahuine line,

10 kilometres south and 10 kilometrgs east of Ben Gardenc; on February 1k,
the Army withdrew to the west of- Ben Gardené, to escape an enemy threat of
encirclement; during the night of February 15/16 the positions occupied were
west of Medenine, and in the face of a new enemy encircling move,.on

February 20, the Mareth Line, which had meenwhile been completed, was occupied.

The focal point of the enemy's air activity during February was in
southern Tunisia and over the central Mediterrancan. The enemy was also

active on the central and southern Tunisian front, supporting the movement
of troops and the direction of the battles The number of attacks on Tunis

/end
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and Bizcrte wes smaller, while supply and air bases were more frequently hite °
In addition to striking in irmédiate support of the land forces, the Allied
air force was directed against Gabes (on February 3, 8, 25, 26 and 27) and -
Cairouan (on February 9, 15 and 23)s  Increased importance was attached to
the cnemy attacks on the German and Italian supply fleet, as they caused
considereblc losses and there was the threat of a shipping crisis. The

Axis bescs in Sicily, and above all in Palermo, became the object of air
‘attacks (on February 4, 6, 9, 15 and 23) far more than in Januery. Terror.
attacks were ained at Turin and Milane In the remaining Mediterranean area,
including Grecce and Crete, enemy air activity was limited to recommaissance -
and nuisance flights.

The enemy's superiority in the Mediterranean presented our reconnaissance
aircrewswith importent and difficult problems; the German and Italian strategy .
in defence and offence dependcd on prompt observation of all enemy movements
and operations on land and at seas In addition %o patrolling the sea lanes
from Sicily, long-range reconnaissance aircraft also surveyed constantly the
shipping routes off the North African coast, and harbourse Short-rangc
reconneissance aircraft were used tactically above and behind the Tunisian
front to observe the fighting. ‘ :

Bomber, dive-bomber and fighter-bomber units of Luftflotte 2 were
directed for the most part against targets at seas An attempt was made to
attack all enemy convoys carrying supplies to Africa, in addition to the
ports of unloading at Algiers, Bone, Tripoli, Bengasi and Tobruk; it was -
also hoped to spot concentrations of amall ships or landing~craft which
might be used in the event of a landing operation. Long-range bombers were
only to be used ageinst ground targets when the close support air strength -
was not adequate to the task of opposing the development and course of an '
enemy attacke In accordance with -this principal, enemy shipping was in .
constant denger of Axis air attacks throughout February. 2 merchant ships
of 13,000 tons were sunk, and 10 merchent ships, totalling 63,000 tons, and
one cruiser, were sunke But above all the cnemy harbours received heavy
blowse 'Iripoli alone, which the Fuehrer had ordered to be particularly
attacked, was raided 15 times during the monthe .

Borbers, fighter-bombers and fighters were to be concentrated at certain
bases so that they could provide strategical and tactical support for the -
ermy in the forwerd areas; they werc to oppose enemy attacks by raiding
important localities, and assure a speedy advence and consistent defences

At the beginning of the month aircraft were used with success in the
ground fighting in the area of the 21st Panzer Division (Februery 1 and 2);
‘extrenely effective attacks werc also made on tank and vehicle concentrations,
" eneriy preparations and airfieldse The Allied offensive -dispositions were
thus brought to noughte Good results were achieved in the locel fighting
in the northern sector of the front (February 5 and 9), and in front of the
1st Ttalian Army, (Fobrusry 5 eand 7). Air force units distinguished them-
selves still further by the consistent support which they gave to the arny.
during "Unternehnen Fruehlingswind"e 371 aircraft, units of Fliegerfuehrer
5 and 3 were in constent action in the battle around Si Bou Zid (on e
February 14), where they destroyed 11 Spitfires, 5 tanks, 1 armoured recon=-
naissance cer, 3 guns, 8 tracked vehicles and 17 trucks; they also supported
our armoured units in the fighting near Sadaguia (on February 15) and the
advance in the Sbeitla arca (on February 17)e  Notable successes were achieved
to the west of Tebessa (on February 21)e =~ Towards the end of the month those
aircraft employed to provide tactical support for the army were nostly in
action in the north of the Tunisian front (from February 26)« Dive~bombers
and fighter-bombers proved effective in attacks on batteries; field positions
and vehicle and tank concentrations. On the other hand, our air activity on
the south-eastern front grew less extensive and lost some of its significance.
But even then, it did contribute to the successful conclusion of. the transfer
of the army to the Mareth Linec. :

/During




i 8e

During February our forces were concentrated in a smaller space and thus ™
the fighter and fighter-bomber units responsible for aerial defence were sent
into action on a morec compact basis than during the previous monthe This
development favourcd the defence of Tunisia and was particularly noticeable in
its effect on the protection against the increasing enemy attacks of the sea
routes between Sicily and Africa. Fighters were used in the forward areas
to neutralise the enemy airfields near the front and they also had to provide
cover for our movements which were being carried out without camouflagees By
providing air cover and fighter screens, they protected our attacking units
and the transport aircraft and their ground organisation.  Enemy aircraft
- were frequently driven away from convoys, and aircraft showing lights were
used to deceive eneny fliers by nights Night fighter activity was on a
small scales  In Fcbruary the eneny lost 240 aircraft, the greater percentage
of which fell to our {ighters. ’

Tho supply situation in Africa was tense, and during February transport
units of the Luftwaffe had to be used daily to keep the Tunisian front
supplieds  Oncc agein the results achieved werc goode During the nonth,
the following were flown over:= -

11,229 nmen
5,982.1 tons of arms, emmunition and equipnent
301 cubic metres of fuel.

The operational duties of the flek units still in Africa had, in general,
-remainced the seme. Most of the 20th Flakdivision was cengaged in anti-
aircraft defence in the arcas of Tunis and Bizertae 5 flak battle squads
werc dotailed to take part in the land fighting in the northern sector; 3
nmorc fought in the area south of Pont-du-Fahs and a further two were put at .the
disposal of the army units at the south of the fronts In addition, 3 flak
battlc squads were in the coastal defence sector to the north of Bizerta.

A.A. units of Special Duties Staff Luftgau Afrika had now assumed the anti-
-aircraft defence of south Tunisia, the Sousse area, Sfax and Gabes. The
nein strength of the 19th Flakdivision remained in the operational arca of
the 1st Italian Army and was used there against air and land targets..

Luftwaffe Signals units extended the Wim systen of radio jarming staticns.
Thus, by the use of wirecless, they contributed to the safe passage of convoys
in the Straits of Sicily; for they were frequently able to jam enemy recons-
naissance reports on shipping movementse  With the aid of wirecless intellie
gence, it was also possible to have a continual survey of the enemy forces
. arriving in the Mediterraneans Signals units were also used with success

- 'when aircraft had to participate in the ground fighting, as the irmediate
support of the army depended on the extremely good work of the Luftwaffe:
Signals liaison units. ’ ’

The position at sea in the Mediterranean during Fcbruary was determined
by the superior strength of the enemy's naval forces and mercantile marine.
Nevertheless, the seasonal increase in the figures for U-boat sinkings occur-
red, while the threat tc our own convoys was not rcmoveds In all, the
German and Italian navy and air force sank: 31 merchant ships (189,000
tons), 3 destroyers, 1 cruiser, 1 submarine, 1 MIB and several smaller
vesselse 13 merchant ships, totalling 60,000 tons, and 1 light cruiser
were damaged. Our shipping losses continued to be considerable. It was,
however, possible to improve the supply position in comparison with January;
for instance, at Bizerta, on February 21, 3,420 tons of cargo were unloaded
in a single day. Exclusive of the supplies flown over by the Luf'twaffe,
the amount of material taken to Tunisia during the month was: 34,000 tons
of materisl, 14,500 tons of fuel, 2,000 vchicles, apart from tanks, guns
and 33,800 mens 9% of the material and 34% of the fuel werc lost in
transite Herculean efforts were needed to satisfy the demands of the Tunisian
front by shipping across suppliese. Difficulties still existed with regard

. to tankcrs and the provision of cscort vessels. '

'The great enery superiority in men and material on land, at sea and in
the air, which was clearly revealed during the fighting at the end of
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Februanx became even more marked in March, as the climax of the flghtlng in_
the Tunisian theatre of operations approacheds .

Meanwhlle, the formatlonSggngaged were relnforoed on both sides by a
continual streceam of supplies. - Their positions remained generally unchanged.

In Algeria and south Tunisia, the Allied troops were in the last stages
of their preparations for an offensives In February, the Axis forces had
not ellowed the enemy to operate as he had wished, but in March they were
forced on to the defensives  Simultancously the enemy armics attacked the
bridgehead from south and west and thus seized the initiative for the further
course of the war in Africa, even though they were not able to bring the
campaign to a closc as had been plamned. The fortified area of Bizerta and
Tunis, where all the Tunisian roads and railways converge and where the main
Axis supply routes were, formed the firmly-held core of the Germen and.Italian
positions in Africa and it remained beyond the enemy 8 grasp, though he -

approached from all sides,

At the beginning of the month, the front was 650 kilometres long. Our

basic line began, as in February, at Cape Serrat, then enclosed a British

~ bridgehead at Medjez el Bab; thence it ran west of Pont-du-Fhas, along the - .
narrow, barren mountain pass via Pichon and Paid to Meknassy and from there
through the Sned Pass and Gafsa and the former French Mareth Line positions.
There were also mobile defence units in the areas Sbeitla, Feriana, Metlaoui
and Tozeurs We held this long front only with weak forcese Conpanles, and -
sonetines cven only outposts, defended the passes and held down enemy regiments
and divisions which were not in a position to strike a decisive blow, and whlch
were awalting further relnforcennnts.

Our local ‘offensive operation which had been started in the northern sector
of the front on Pebruary 26; could be successfully continued at the beginning
of the months = Toukabeur (on.March 1) and Chaouach (on March 2) were taken
after heavy fighting, and the enemy base at Medjez el Bab was thus threatened
from the north-weste The eneny lost 2,110 prisoners, 68 tanks and armoured '
reconnaissance cars, as well as 36 guns. Another battle group advancing to
. the north gained valuable ground. On March 4 Sedjcnane, west of Jefna, was = .
- taken; on March 6, Cape Serrat, and on the following day the area of Daebel
Abicd was reached. , ~

Meanwhile, in the face of a thrcat to the southern sector, our forward
defensive units were withdrawn from Sbeitla (on March 1) and Feriana (on March 2)
and Tozeur (on March 9)e To disrupt and delay the enemy's advance, the German -

- and Itelian troops on the Mareth front went cver to a successful offensive on
‘March 6e But the front in the south was without significant operations apart
from lively reconnaissance artillery on both sides and smalle-scale artillery
harassing fires Only Metlaoui had to be evacuated by the Axis troops; this
was on March 15 Our rcconnaissance patrols had to withdraw towerds Gafsa in
the face of strong enemy motorlsed colurms. Renewed enenmy attacks against
Gafsa were rcpelled. : : o

On the northern front there were local 0perat10ns which had no real effect
on the situations The resumption of our offensive in the Djebel Abiod sector
led to an improvement in our positions, and made it possible to advance the
German outposts up to the river Zouarae In this part of the fighting the
eneny lost 1,600 prisoners, 16 tanks, 30 guns and numerous vehicles, - In the
second half of the month, the enemy attack on two fronts starteds The big
offensive began on the Mareth front on March 16s  The planmned breakthrough
was not achieved in spite of the use of masses of men and material end the
long period of preparation; its failure could be attributed to the defensmve
fire and counter-action of the ‘German and Italian troops. The enemy then
tried to achicve his object by further attacks to the west of the Matmata
nountains and fronm the Gafsa area in an attempt to cut off the 4st Italian Army
fron its rearward areass Thereupon our weak defending forces evacuated Gefsa
and in the face of strong eneny pressure wmthdrew vie El Guetter and Sened to-
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east of lMaknassy, where in now defensive positions all attacks were repulsed
and all attempts at encirclement frustrated, In herd fluctuating fighting

the eneny formaticns advancing along the Kebile escarpment werc held, so that
adequate arrangements could be made for the evacuation of the Mareth Line and
the planned transfer of all our forces into positions north of Gabes.. Fierce
fighting developed, notably with the British 8th Army, which had to attack in
open country and which suffered unusually heavy and bloody losses. Our
withdrawal to thé north, in the course of which Gabes was given up, ended on
March 30, and resulted in o shortening of the front by about 200 kilometres.

Along the whole of the western front the battle continueds The focal
points of - the enemy offensive were at Sedjenane, which was lost in the course
of the fighting, south of Fonndouk and in the aresa of the Gafsa~Gabes road.

The numerical strength of the cnemy air force in the Mediterranean was
constantly increased during March; . at the-end df the month it emounted to
4,547 aircraft, which were located as follows: 3,867 .on airfields in North
Africa, 180 in Gibraltar, 24,0 on Malta, 40 on Cyprus and 220 in the Levant.
Considering these large-totals, which by far exceeded our strength, enemy air
activity was on a relatively small scales The focal point continued to be
in the central ticditerraneans There was a noticeable increase in the air
activity against Sicily, the German and Italian supply routes based on Naples
and Palermo, and in southern Tunisias A striking feature was that in the
first half of the month the Allied air force only played a small part in the
land fightinge Only after the opening of the offensive against the Mareth
Line did the instances of direct support to the ground forces become more
markcde Repeated attacks were made, principally against our bases and air-
fields in the forward area such as Gabes, Sfax, Sousse, Fatnassa, Mezzouna
and La Fauconneries Further attacks were directed against the supply centre
round Tunis and Bizerta. Enemy rcconnaissance was very active throughout
the whole monthe Sicily and the sea were kept under constant observation
from Malta. Thus, scarcely a single German and Italian convoy crossed to
Africa without being spotted. Of the attacks made on Italy, that on Palermo
on March 22 caused extensive damage.. Many heavy blows were also struck at
Messina.  On the other hand, the results achieved by the enemy in attacks on
Naples were insignificants In the whole eastern Mediterranean. area there '
was no enemy air activity to report, with the exception of the usual nuisance
flights, which were generally carried out without bombs being droppeds -In
the west the enemy delivered a heavy attack on Cagliari, in Sardinia, and on
airfields on the island (on March 31).

The number of our aircraft was always too small for the numerous tasks
involved and the extensive battle arca. Nevertheless, their employment
within the framework of the entire wer situation in March was full of signi-
ficance. ' o '

Reconnaissancc operations in the Mediterranean were divided among the
three Fliegerkorps of Luftflotte 2. Based on Sicily, Fliegerkorps II was
responsible for meteorological reports, as well as for information on the
position at sea and in the harbours of the central Mediterranean, including
HMalta., Fliegerkorps X flying from bases in-Greece carried out reconnais-
sancc in the eastern Mediterranean, particularly in the waters around Crete
and off the North African coast. Fliegerkorps Tunis was responsible for
the continual reconnaissance of the fronts in west and south Tunisias On
the results of this reconnaissance were based the measures taken by those
in command to attack eneny supply convoys, shipping concentrations in
harbours-and concentrations of troops on the ground frontse

Long-range aircraft of the Luftwaffe were once again used only on a
limited scale against ground targets in the Mediterranean area. Only in
the defensive fighting for the Mareth Line were orders given for all units
to be sent into action. The attacks which we began in the previous months
against the enemy supply fleets and North African harbours provided neces--
sary support for attacks on the ground, which prevented the enemy from

/carrying
G+169648/FFE/6/1,8



1.

carrying out his plans for an offensive, ‘or at least delayed thems In
: addition to several convoys, the harbours of Tripoli, Bone, Algiers and |
Philippeville were persistently attackeds On March 6 a great victory .
was achieved in the sea arca between Tripoli and Misurata; 3 ships,
‘totalling 26,000 tons, were sunk and 2 more, amounting to 13,000 tons, were
damageds  During the whole of the. month air actions resultéd in the _
following losscs being inflicted: 6 merchant ships, togalling 39,700 tons,
1 submarine and 1 escort vessel sunk; 31 merchant ships, totalling 164,000
tons, 1 destroyer and 2 submarines damaged.

Short range aircraft took a large part in the defensive and offensive
victorics of the army on the two Tunisian fronts. At the beginning of the
month large numbers of bombers, dive-bombers and fighter-bombers took part
in the fighting in the northorn sector, where they were used with success
against concentrations of troops and vehicles, artillery positions and tanks;
thus they barred the enemy's approach to the west via Sedjenane into the -
Djebel Abiod arca and interfered with his advance in the line Beja=Munchar-
Qued Zarga-Medjez el Babe = During our thrust against enemy positions in :
front of the Mareth Line they attacked ground targets with very good results
(on March 6 and 7) and thus inflicted heavy losses in men and material on .
the English troops as they were preparing to attacke When the focal point
of operations was moved to southern Tunisia, pperations continued against
the encmy's preparations for an offensives When the offensive on the Mareth
front began on March 416, these operations assumed an added ferocity. Dive-
bombers and fighter-bombers made repeated attacks against enemy spearheads,
areas of concentration, motor and tank columns, supply convoys, tent camps
~ and air bases neer the threatcned sectors of the fronte Thus relief was
brought to the army south of the Mareth Line, west of the Matmata mountains,
- east of Gufsa, near El Guettar and in the Maknassy battle area; our bombing
and air operations were respongsible for the fact that the enemy's attempts
at encirclement were frustrated and that our movement back could be carried
out according to plans Towards the end of the month, short-range aircraft
flew against the cnemy troops on the offensive in the area of Sedjenane=~
Abiod;  oncé again, they achicved repeated and noteworthy successes.

As the number of aircraft available to the enemy grew, so did the
demands made. on our fighter units. Effective fighter cover was essential
for the German and Italian supply bases in southern Italy and Sicily and the
starting off points of Fliegerkorps II. In Tunisia, in addition to provid-
ing protection for harbours and aerodromes, fighters were called upon to
protect the Axis troops in their offensive and defensive operations. In
addition, -a large number of fighters was employed as escort for bomber and
transport aircraft and for our convoys between Italy and Africa.  These
units and convoys (which were subjected to numerous enemy attacks), were
adequately protected, a fact which was proved by the notable_defens@ve ,
victoriese The total of enemy aircraft shot down by air defence forces =
during the month was 209. ' '

The supply situation in Africa continued to be difficults Therefore
the use of transport aircraft to supply both armies was extremely importants
Because of losses and interruptions in sea transport, transport aircraft were
put under an even greater strain than before, especially as the Luftwaffe had
now partially assumed responsibility for the supply of Sardinia. It was
planned to extend the achievements of the transport aircraft by changing
crews, operating by day and night, and by the use of additional mechines,
To enable the difficulties - particularly in the supply of fuel = to be sur-
mounted, it was necessary to meke temporary use of bombers on transport duties.
By this time it was clear that, but for the activities of transport units, the
situation in Africa would have become criticals The following were flown-
across the Mediterranean during the month: 12,320 men, 8,130.7 tons of weapons
end equipment, and 61.62 tons of fuels ' - '

The main forces of the. 20th Flekdivision continued to provide anti- i
aircreft protection in the centre of the Tunis-Bizerta bridgeheads Those AA.
_ battle squads detailed to teke pert in the land fighting were»further rein-
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forced during March. Three formations were in the northern coastal defence
sector; the remainder came under two Flakfuchror and fought in support of
the army in the arcas of Sedjenanc, north of Medjex el Bab, Hammamet, south
of Pont-du-Fahs, near Faid and west of Mexxounse At these points they
formed a valuable addition to the defence, even though the heavy flak was not
very effective against tenks. As before, the 19th Flakdivision was in the
arca occupied by the 1st Italian Army; the majority of its units were used
as anti-tank forces and for the protection of roeds, though some were engaged
on anti-aircraft duties. In two days, March 26. and 27, they accounted for
12 aircraft and 14 tanks. German units provided for the air defence of
-southern Italy were Flakregiment 57, in the Naples area, and Flakregiment 131,
based on Sicilys

Luftwaffe signals units gained recognition for themsclves by the results
of wireless reconnaissance and radio Jamming, for both of which services they
were responsibles As a result of splendid cooperation with the air defence
forces, rapid action against enemy air attacks was assurcd. ' ‘

The difficulties which characterised the situation at sca in the
- Mediterranean could not be overcome in spite of renewed efforts by those in
commends  Our supplies were under constant threats from eneny ninelaying
activity, submarines and aircraft based on Maltae It was out of the
question that we should conduct an offensive war at sea against the cneny
flcet, in conjunction with our attacks on the land fronts, as there was a
shortage of suitable surface craft. During March the supply situation in
the Mediterranean was strained, because once again a number of supply ships
were loste Nevertheless the defensive victories gained.by aircraft in the
defence of convoys were significant; a systematic defence of convoys by
aircraft was rendered far more difficult by the fact that Italian reports
of sailings were given too late. The supplying of Sicily and Sardinia was
particularly unsatisfactory, as only half of the material intended could be «
taken overe Cargoes taken to Africa during the month included: 30,000 men
(19,000 Gernman and 11,000 Italian), 35,386 tons of armunition and equipment,
14,300 tons of fuel and 1,114 vehicless Losses in dransit amounted to 13455
of the material, 27% of the fuel and 28% of the vehicles.

, The preparations which the Allies had been making for months with a view
. to a large-scale offensive against the German-Italian positions in Africa were
completeds The decisive battlc would now settle the course of events in the -
Mediterranean,

The Axis troops werec considerably inferior in number of thosc of the
enemys. The 5th Panzer Army and the German Africa Corps were on the Tunisian
western front, and the southern part of the battle area was defended by the
1st Italian armys Altogether there were 139,000 German troops and 110,000
Italianse They were reinforced by Luftflotte 2 with Fliegerkorps Tunis, and
- also Fliegerkorps II which was mainly bascd on Sicily and Sardinia, Flicger=
korps X which was operating in the Tunis area from Grecce and Crete, and the
Air Transport Units which were based on Sicily and Napless They were

supported in the air defence and ground fighting by anti=aircraft units,
“headed by the 19th and 20 Flak Divisions. The war at sea wes left mainly to
Italian ships and crewss ‘ : -

Against this, on the enemy's side there were 275-350,000 British,
American and French troops brought up, and there were 200,000 more British
troops to the south of the battle arca. With their large numbers of tanks
they had a considerable attacking force. The possibilities for attack
which this offered were further strengthened by the air force consisting
of more than 4,500 aircraft which the enemy had assembled. in the Mediter=-
ranean areas 60% of this was fighter strength, 304 medium bombers and 10%
heavy bomberses The Allied fleet made the position more dangerous, and the
* Axis troops were forced to keep continuous defences against landing opera=.
tions in southern Europe and Africa. '
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The first phasc of the great battle for Tunisia, which began on March 16 -
with the attack on the Mareth Line, was not decisive, In the main, we
succeeded in keeping our own forces intact, without surrendering vital sectors
of the bridgeheads However, the cnemy offensives were renewed with increased
fury in the month of Aprils Now we were faced with a problem which we had
avoided up till now - a battle on two fronts which were of a different nature
both geographically and tacticallye 'On the southern front there was a planned
withdrawal between the mountains and the coast, covered by fighting rearguard
troopse During this withdrawal the 1st Italian Army succeeded in countering
the British onslaughte On the German-Italian front however the fighting was
restricted to fierce defensive actions, mostly only of local significance.

By this mcans it was possible to defiend the western front and alsc to protect
the flanks of the southern group, and thus carry out the military and
political intentions of the Axise In agreement with the Fuehrer, the Duce
had ordered that the Tunisian battle area should be held to the end, and the
defence was to take the offensive as far as was possiblés Thus the war in
Africa hed three objectives: (1) tying-down of Anglo-Americen forces in
North Africa; (2) keeping the Straits of Sicily blocked; (3) making more
difficult an allwout offensive against southern Europe.

In April the front line started at Cape Serrats From there it stretched
in a south~castern direction east of Sedjenane and west of Jefna as far as
the area west of Toukabeure It skirted the British bridgehead near Medjez
¢l Bab, continued west of Pont-du-Fahs and Pichon over the north-south ridge
of the Tunisian heights to the area south of Faid, passed east of Maknassy
with a deep bulge to the arca south-east of El Guettar and from there bent
sharply round to the east to “he area north of Gabeses

In the first few days of the month the front remained quiet except for
local engagements south-cast of El Guettar and near Mekassye The enemy
full-scale offensive began on April 6 simultaneously near Oued Zarge on the
western front and before the shott positions in the south, and was extended
during the course of the following days to the Pichon and Maknassy-Mezzouna
areass The attacks, effected with tanks and the heaviest artillery prepara-

" tions, led to penetrations of our lines, and the resulting situation was very

graves Continually repeated German counter-attacks could hold the enemy,
and caused him considerasble losses in men and materials, but could not break
enerly liness . ‘

In fhe north the losses in territory were only smalls -On,April_9, the
front here was token back north-east of Oued Zarge and behind Toukabeur.

The superior British forces on the southern front however managed to
push strong spearheads into the lines of the withdrawing 1st Italien Army.
Even on April 7, the enemy penetrations here threatened %o develop into a°
breakthroughe Because of this the Army had to fall back on the line of the
Doauou~Skhirra hills, to avoid the surrounding of large formations by the -
enemys As a result, the British 8th Army was able to link up with the IT
American Army Corps advancing from the Gafsa area. Meanwhile the situation
of our forces in the Moknassy-Mexxouna ares under continually heavy pressure
from the enemy had become more serious, and on April 8 we were forced to fall
back on the new line of defence Hir Atil-Graiba=Sebkret Quadranes On
April 9 the army withdrew north-west of Mahares, without any great inter-
ference frcm the cnerye By late evening on April 10 the line Sebkret de
8i el Hani-Berbla (15 kms south of Sousse) wis reached; on April 11 the ermy
was on the heights of Sebkret Halk el Mensel<Sebkret Kelbia after the evacua-
tion of Sfax, and on April 12 the positions at Enfidaville, which had been
planned as a further line of defence, had been reachede

These movements were made possible by the courageous resistance of the
Germen troops in the south of the western front. "Here they were opposed by
strong enery assault forces, especially in the Pichon-Kairouan area, where a
broad valley offered favourable conditions for tank worfare. On April 9
we had to leave Pichon. A strong enemy force which had broken through near
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Fonndouk was beaten off on April 40, 15 km. south west of Kairouan, where weifﬁ
inflicted heavy casualties and shot up 60 tankse But still the strong cnemy
- pressurc continued, and after the planned destruction of all war installations .
we evacuated the town of Kairouan on April 11. In this operation our own
casualtics were also considcrable. :

Although the Allics could push forward into the Sbika area, they were
not able to effect a decisive breakthrough into the heart of the bridgehead
- positions. The situation again beceme very quiet. Local fighting, especi~
ally in the Medjez cl Bab sector, characteriscd the following days. .

In the night of April 19 the British 8th Army on the southern front began
a new phase of the battle with a terrific onslaught. This time it was im-
possible to bypass our troops, an operation which had brought the enemy
commanders their success at the Mareth positions,, and which had beon the
object of their attacks in all previous phases of the fightings The enemy
were -left with only the hope of a frontal attack and a breakthrough from the
fronte They failcd.

On April 22 the strong attacks on the western front were renewcds This
developed into heavy, bitter fighting in thc area between Sebkret el Kourzie
end Medjcz el Bab, and finished in the withdrawal of our troops for 3=5 kme
_ Again the road to Tunis and Bizerta wos closed to the enemy by the outstanding
fighting qualities of our troops, and their intention to resist to the very
cnd. = Between April 27 and 30, the German troops were successful in counter-
ing encmy pressurce The encemy lost 98 tanks, 86 armoured patrol and
persomnel cars, 21 guns, countless carricr vehicles, several hundred prisoners,
and suffercd particularly heavy casualtiese

The great losscs in torritory in the south of Tunisia, which had taken
place during the month, had so greatly reduced the size of the bridgehead
that new oven the mein area -in the north-cast of Tunisia was seriously endeng=
crcds - This threat became even more imminent when eneny preparations for
attack in the dircction of Mateur continued with no abatement during the
local fighting in the last days of April.

The great numerical superiority of the cnemy air forces played a large
pert in increasing the difficulties of the defensive fighting in Tunisia.
The Allied flying units were used again and again in support of the army
operations at the front, thereby increasing the difficulties on the German~
Italian side, often nccessitating the usc -of Axis air defences, which were
urgently nceded elsewherce Thoroughly appreciating the situation, these
units made planned attacks on the German-Italian supply lines. They became
a continuous menace to our reinforcement lines between Sicily and Africa,
and dealt crushing blows ageinst our Ju 52 and Me 323 units, which were
responsible for air transport. These attacks werc complemented by heavy
air raids on our supply bascs in Sicily and southern Italy, where apart
from airfields, the harbours of Palermo, Messina and Naples were attackeds
These attacks caused much serious damages In one raid alone on the air-
‘fields of Trapani, Palermo, Chinisia and Castel Vetrano on April 6, 25
transport aircraft were shot down or destroyecd on the ground, and a further
67 woere damaged. In the rearwerd area of Tunisia the enemy attacks were
also mainly confined to harbours and airfieldss Tunis, Bizerta and the
airficlds at Marie du Zit and Soliman were the most frequent targetss In
" the rest of the Mediterrancan area Sicily was the target for meny heavy
attacks. There werc only nuisance raids over Greece and Cretes

The course of battle in Tunisia during April made especially high
claims on our air rcconnaissance unitse So that we would be prepared
against new attacks it was essential to increase our air reconnaissance
from the Arhy Group, and continual close cooperation was nceded between
" all the undts used and the army commandss  Therefore Fliegerkoqps Tunis
was requifed to keep constant watch over the whole of the battle area and
all the airfields near the front and was also responsible for reconnaissance
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f? over this arca. It was the duty of Fliegerkorps II to watch cneny air activity.
to the rear of the enemy lines and make daily reconnaissance flights over the
North African harbours. Apart fron this, reconnaissance was required off the -
east coast of Tunisia in the late afternoon of cach day, so that the light N
eneny sca forces which constituted a menace to our supply lines could be
attacked at the right time. To Fliegerkorps X was assigned the task of
reconnaissance in the eastern parts of the Mediterranean, especially in the
sea arcas around Crcte, in the Asgoan Sea and around the Dardanelles. The
strength of the enemy defences made it necessary to use fighter protection
with the recomnaissance aircraft over the front and in the western and central
Mediterraneans The results were very good, in spite of the difficulties, and =
were specially commended by A.0.C.=in=-Cs. Luftflotte 2.

In April the long-range bombing forces of Fliegerkorps II and Fliegerkorps X
werc only used to a very limited extent in the air war.e The situation however
called for the increased use of the Luftwaffc in Tunisiae For this reason the
heavy bomber units had to be prepared for use in force as support for the Army
Group, by Jjoining in the ground fighting, concentrating their strength before
the Gorman-Italien liness If the fighter protection was not sufficient for
this, they would have to carry out their duties during the nighte In this
manner, at the begimning of the month, they fought the enemy forces at EXL

- Guettar, successfully attacked tank formations during the withdrawal to the
north, attacked motorised convoys and battery positions on the southern front,
were usecd on April 11 as defence agaeinst enemy tanks south of Kairouan, and
achicved very good results by raiding cnemy airfields and hampering the -enemy
advance in the area Oucd Zargae.=- Medjez el Bab - Bab Arada. This meant that
the bombing attacks on sea targets had to be .reduceds The use of bombers
against the two harbours near the front line, Bone and Philippeville was
intended in the main to destroy enemy landing craft known to be theres The
total effect of the Luftwaffe. against Anglo~-American shipping in the Mediter=-
rancan during the nonth was correspondingly small, - 2 submarines were sunk,
1 destroyer was damaged, and 10 other ships, totalling 32,000 tons, were
danageds ' , ’ : ' '

Parallcl with the work of the heavy bomber forces, the close-range bombers
were used in tactical and strategic support of the armys During the first
days of the month they also attacked the enemy preparations near El Guettar;
using dive-bombers, fighter-bombers and twin-engined fighters, they greatly
eascd the burden of the army at the strong point of defence in the Oued Zarge
area and on the southern front, and by increasing the enemy losses they played
their part in circumventing a rapid enemy brecakthroughs Flying in waves,
they defended the withdrawal of our rear troops on April 9 and 10 against the
enemy spearhcads advancing from the Pichon-Fonndouk area, and during the
following days they turned their attention to the Anglo-American armoured and
motorised columns pressing forward near Kairouen and Sbika. From the middle
of the month onwards they concentrated most of their strength in northern
Tunisiae. There they protected our troops in the positions at Enfidaville,
‘and werc particularly successful in support of the army in the region of Medjez
el Bab and Sebkret el Kourzia. In only two days, April 24 and 25, 18 enemy -
tanks, 3 ermoured vehicles, 12 transport vehicles, 1 tank car and several
anti=aircraft batteries were destroyed by twin-engined fighters and fighter-
bombers. ' : : .

These successes were only made possible by the use of fighter and ground

attack units for purposes of air defences Above all it was plain that fighter
 protection would need to be very strong in defence against the enemy's lively

air activitys Apart from the safety of the reconneissance aircraft, fighter-
. bombers, dive-bombers, bombers and ground attack planes there was an ever

increasing need for protection for our own transport unitss There also hed

to be an effective escort of all kinds of fighters to defend sea traffic from

the frequent enemy attackse This escort had to be especially strengthened

to counter the massed forces of enemy fighters over the Straits of Sicily.  The

many and verious defence tasks to protect the fighting ermy units and the rear-

ward area of operations with its harbours and airfields were effectively
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carried out by flying patrols and independent flights over the front, along ° Tﬁ’
the coast, and along the supply lines. The numerical inferiority which

was caused by all these operations during the day was made worse by the fact

that it was essential to keep strong fighter forces in southern Italy,

Sardinia and Sicily. In spite of this, considerable success was achieved.
During the month 206 enemy aircraft were shot down by our air defences.

The safeguarding of supplies between Italy and Tunisia became one of the
.chicf problems of the battlc leaders in Africa. Because therc were always
difficultics with thesc supplies, which had to be dealt with immediately,
transport aircraft werc used in all critical situations and became invaluable.
The enemy, rcalising this, concentrated their fury on the transport units.
On April 22 alonc cenemy fighters shot dovm 14 Me 323's and after the heavy
raid on the transport units base on April 5, there were only 29 Ju 52's
capable of leaving the ground. As a result of the considerable losses incur-
rcd the whole matter of supplies became so acute that several times during the
month bombers had to be brought in to fly over supplies of fuel. By this .
neans 593,000 litres of petrol werc flown to the front on April 8. Not only
the Tunisian theatre of operations but also to a certain extent Sardinia had
to be supplied by aire According to incomplete reports, an average of 78
transport aircraft a day flew over during the month of April a tctal of not
less than 9,289 troops, 538.2 tons of requipment and armmuniticn, and 9641
cubic nctres of fuel from Italy.

The anti=aircraft units in Tunisia had to surrender many of their crews
to the army for the ground fighting. The 419th Division, which was with the
1st Italian Army, held back the British attempt on April 5 to break through
near E1 Hamma on the southern front, and constituted an effective barrier to
the advancing enemy spearhcads and tenks after the offensive had begun.

Their conduct in battle, vwhich was demonstrated again at the Enfidaville
positions, earned recognition. The principal task of the 20th Division was
the defence of Tunis and Biserta against enemy aircraft and the defence of
thé harbours and transport shipse Their ground fighting units, which were
incorporated into units fighting on the western front, distinguished them=
sclves in defensive actions against tanks near Kairouan and Sbika on April 10
and 11 In two days a battery in this sector shot up 16 enemy tankse They
were transferred towards the end of the month to the northern sector of the
front where they conducted successful actions in defence of our own lines.
They inflicted neavy losses in men and materials on the enemy by attacking
advancing infantry, groups of motorised vehicles, convoys, strong points and
tankse German anti-aircraft units were also stationed in Sicily, -Sardinia,
in the Naples arca, northern Italy, in the Balkans and Cretec.

In the whole area of operations of Luftflotte 2, Luftwaffe signals units
were incorporated into the air defence system alongside anti-aircraft units
and fighter squadrons. .Their points of concentration was in the ocentral
Mediterranean where they were to build up a far-reaching network of air
reporting stations along a line Sicily = Tunis = Sardinia = Corsicas With
their radio reconnaissance, radio jamming service, and the use of air signals
liaison units, they played a considerable part in the daily conduct of the
Wware ' o .

The war at sea was influcnced by the numerical superiority of the encmy
warships and merchant navye. According to a rcport from air photographers on
April 5, there were in the western sea areas alone, excluding Gibraltar,

2 battleships, 6 cruisers, 8 destroyers, 38 escort vessels, 17 auxiliary mine-
sweepers, 35 heavy motor boats, 9 torpedo boats, 13 speedboats, 11 submarines,
1 submarine escort vessel, 2 repair ships and 150 landing craft. At the

same time the total amount of merchant shipping was 663,000 tons, including
152 froighters, (570,000 tons), 4 transport vessels, (33,000 tons) and

13 tenkers, (60,000 tons)e This meant that the supplies of the Anglo-American
troops in Africa were assurcde In contrast to this our own shipping was in a
criticel states In all, 60,000 tons of German shipping and 68,000-tons of
Italian shipping (freighters and tankers) were available for carrying supplies
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™ ‘between Italy, Sardinia, Sicily and Africe. The available forces (including
the Itelian fleet) opposed to the Allies did not meke it possible to gain .

even local mastery of any part of the sea. The minefields which had already
been laid were not sufficient to prevent light enemy sea forces and sub-
marines attacking the convoy routess Our own minesweeping and submarine-
chasing units were not strong enough to ensure reasonable safety from mines &and -
submarines all the time. And so, in spite of the strong air cover, we i
suffered considerable losscse This is the rcason why the question of supplies
became so desperate by the end of the months The difficulties thus experienced
by the battle leaders in Tunisia were also greatly increased by the knowledge
‘of the possibility of an Allied landing in Tunisia, Sardinia or Sicilys The
intentions of the Allies in this respect could be judged by the numbers of -
landing craf't which had been sighted and which increased during the month. -
This mcant that the nccessary defence measures had to be takens =~ .

- In Moy 1943 the battle for Tunisia drew to a closes The German-Italian
troops, which in April were still able to resist the advance of the superior
enemy, found it impossible to offer any more practical resistance. . Their
difficulties were increased by the fact that they no longer had sufficicnt
forces to oppose the enemy and to close for any length of time any gaps in
the linese : ‘ ’ '

Confronted by the numerous enemy it was only possible to withdraw-.a few
of the weakened units from the battle and replace them with fresh troops. .
At the same time the enemy managed to regroup his forces completely. The
French auxiliary troops took over the most northerly sector of the front,
which had previously been held by the British 1st Army. - The American 5th -
Army, which had formerly constituted the centre of the cnemy attacking forces,
- was now transferred to the Mateur sector, and the- British 1st Army to the
Medjez el Bab area, where the final offensive was to be mainly concentrated.
On the whole, the British 8th Army was not affected by these alterations, an
fought as before on the right flank of the enemy lines in the south.- . -

The bridgehead which the Axis forces still held was about the same size
as the province of Oldenburge It was about 60 kme deep, and-the front line
was about 150 to 200 km. longe The line of German-Italian defences ran from
the north coast cast of Cape Serrat through the Sedjenane valley towards
Matuer, passecd to the east of Medjez el Bab, as far as the Pont du Fahs area
and from there ran south of the Djebel Zaghouan to the Tunisian east coast
north of Enfidaville. .

The peuse in the fighting, which the enemy had seen to be necessary since
April 26 when their forces broke through during the final major attack on the -
southern and western fronts, lasted until May 6. The heavy enemy pressure
still continued during the first days of the new month and led to minor losses
of lend in the coastal areas On May 3 the town of Mateur, which lay -well
behind the front, was evacuated after all installations had been destroyed,
and a more favourable position was teken up 22 km. west of Biserta. Asa
result an enemy tank attack south-east of Meteur was turned back with heavy

~losscs for the enemy. :

On May 6 the Anglo-Americans begen their final offensive. With their
strongest forces and powerful artillery and air support and countless tanks
they advanced from Mateur and north-east of Medjez el Bab in an attempt to
breek through to the road to Tunise  The 15th Panzer Division, which resisted
fiercely to the last man, was practically ennihilated during this operation.
Theé situation was desperate, and there were no more reserves available. By
concentrating the whole of their superior equipment, the enemy in¢reased their
breakthrough in the Mateur area, extending it to the south west of Tunis, thus
splitting Army Group Africa into two parts. Heavily pressed by the enemy,
our troops fought their wey back step by step. Biserta and Ferryville were
loses Two cncmy armoured divisions and two to three infantry divisions led
the main push towards Tunis. On May 8, after heavy street fighting, the city
had to be surrendered to the cnemye ’ : o .
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Heanwhile there was extremely heavy fighting along the whole of the ™
western fronte With far superior armoured forces and uninterrupted waves .
of aircraft the enemy were able to force a further breakthrough at many

points, in spite of the heroic resistance of the defenderse

While this was going on, the remains of the 5th Panzer Army were using
their last combat troops in contesting every step of ground in the narrow
bridgehead south of Bizerta, offering heroic resistance although they had run
out of artillery ammunition and fuels It was no longer possible to hope for
a. breakthrough to the larger fighting force on the Bon peninsulae And so
these units were forced to stop fighting on May 9

However, on Mey 8, thanks to the sacrificial fighting of the German -
rearguards, the main parts of the Army Groups with the German Africa Corps
and the 1st Italian Army found it possible to build up a new defence front
along the general line Hamman Lif ~ Zaghouan - Enfidaville. :

Still the enemy tanks overpowcred the resistance of the anti-aircraft
groups ncar Hammen Lif' on May 10 and pushed past Solimen to Korbous and
Grombalias  On May 11 therc were able to enlarge this breakthrough to include
Hemmamet and Bou Ficha, thus sepaerating the Army Group from the Bon Peninsula.
A simultenecous cnemy attack on the heights of Zaghouan was only beaten off
after bitter hand-to-hand fightinge In this engagement the German Africa
Corps shot up 30 enemy tankse However, on May 12 an attack by enemy armoured
forces from Bou Ficha to the south and past Zaghouan to the west again split
up the German=Italian forces, and laid them open to simultaneous attacks fron
the Anglo-Ariericans. ' ‘

Thus the battle in Africa came to an end on May 13« The Anglo~-American
air forces played a decisive part in the enemy operational successes, which
led to the destruction of the German-Italian bridgehead in Tunisiae They
took part in the ground fighting to an extent never before attempted, thus
increasing the pressurc of the advancing attacking forces, and putting the
defensive powers of the German and Italian troops to the severest of tests.
During the lull in the fighting during the first days of the month the enemy
flyers limited their activities to single operations against certain areas
of the front and the supply lanes in the rear. When the offensive started
they were used in uninterrupted waves, and attacked the retreating Axis troops
the whole day long with bombs and machine gun fires On May 6 alone, 756
enemy aircraft were countede The Allies possessed undisputed and complete
superiority in the air. Meanwhile the enemy air raids on the supply bases
in southern Italy, Sicily, Sardinia and Pantelleria continued. - Palermo,
Messina, Marsala and the airfield at Pantelleria especially were attacked
without respites The massing of Anglo-American air forces over the Sicilian
-~ Narrows was ‘also intended to render a partial evacuation by sea impossible
for the German~Italian leaders. Simultaneously a terrific. enemy air
offensive against the Italian mainland and islends was introduced, which
continued right through the battle in Africa, and which was intended to be
the initial phase of new attacks on the fortress of Europe, :

Our own air recomnaissance units had the difficult task of acquiring
the necessary information for attacks on the enemy strong points of attack,
and of doing this in spite of the barriers set up by strong enemy fighter
unitse It was especially important to obtain complete afternoon
air reconnaissance in the west, south and south-east. It had to ,
be done early so that definitc enemy targets could be attacked in daylight
by fighter-bombers and ground attack planes, followed up by Fliegerkorps II
with twin-engined fighters and Ju 88'se Only armed reconnaissance was
possible against sea targetse This had to be done with absolute accuracy to
ensure complete defensive preparations ageinst all kinds of enemy landings,
and also to ensure the timely concentration of air forces against assemblies
of landing crafte . 4 ’

We were especially anxious about the pdssible employment of long=range
bomber forces, which was indicated by the enemy intentions to attack southern
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Europce The main tasks of Fliegerkorps II now consisted of raids on enemy
lending fleets and their harbours, as well as attacks on concentrations of
trensport aircraft for air landings. Once again the Ju 88 units Jjoined in
the ground fighting on May 7, focussing their attention on enemy gatherings
and movements at the breakthrough point beforec Tunis. At this time and also
later, after the close of hostilities in Tunisia, the Anglo-American harbours
and shipping in North Africa suffered considerably from heavy blows in daily
reids.  Above all Bone, Djidjelli, Algiers and later Bizerta were hard. hit.
These raids must have been an important factor in the selection of a date
for carrying out the planned landing operations in the Mediterranean areae

- Fliegerkorps Tunis further gave close air support to the army's heavy
fighting on the African soil. At the beginning of the month, fighter-bombers
attacked enemy concentrations near Sidi Nsir and at the eastern end of. the
Debkret el Kourzia, ground attack aircraft covered the withdrawal in the
Mateur area, and were there engaged in the successful defence against eneny
tanks on May 4 and 5. On Mey 6 and 7 they eased the burden of . the army units
before Tunis who were engaged in bitter defensive fighting. It was not '
possible to use further aircraft in the heavy fighting up to May 13 because
the relevant bases were lost during the enemy's rapid advance, end as a result
- of this the aircraft units which were still in Tunisia had to be transferred
‘back to Sicily. ‘

The single-engined and twin-engined fighters which werc used for air
defence put up a particularly strong defence against the superior enemy forces.
During their patrol flights over the Tunisian area of operations, Sicily and
Southern Italy, they were engaged in fierce air battles, during which they shot
down a considerable number of enemy aircraft, whilst only suffering slight '
" losses themselves. In combined flights against the enemy, with light and
heavy forces, they first had to wrest freedom of the air from the enemy before
any considerasble air forces could be used. Even the taking-off at the air
bases could often only be done with fighter protection. The forces set aside
for safety moasures had to be proportionately strongs This applied also to
the fighter aircraft which were necessary for the protection of convoys and
- ferries at sca, and harbours, and for sea reconnaissance. Everywhere where
the Allies kept up their air attacks in the central Mediterranean, a strong
air defence was essential to ensure the possibility of activity for our own
air forces and their ground installations.

. The use of transport aircraft, which continued to fly over some of the
essential reinforcements for Tunisia and Sardinisa, had to be restricted to the
hours of darkness, as a defence against enemy atteckss ~With the difficulties
of supplying the army by sca, the transport units became, during the last days
of the fighting, the only means by which the Army Group could be supplied with
‘the necessary equipment for a prolonged resistance. At the beginning of the
month, bomber aircraft again came to their assistance to transport fuel. :
However, under the increasing threats, and with the loss of the Tunisian air-
ficlds, even this means of help was reduced to a minimum after Moy 8., It was
only possible to drop supply containers over our positions. The transport
aircraft flew their last supply flight to Africa on May 12. From May 3
onwards the air supply units only flew to Sardinia.

The anti-aircraft units in the African theatre of war were, almost with-
out exception, employed in the ground fighting to support the army units in the
defensive action. The Germen-Italian potential for resistance was thereby
greatly increased. Especially in the fighting against tanks, armoured )
vehicles and field positions, considerable success could be obtained by light
and heavy flak batteries. On May 3, units of the 19th Flak Division desﬁroyed_
one tank and 22 vehicles in a very short time during e German Commando opera-
tion in the scctor of the German Africe. Corpss - Finally they were used ag- the
central core of the defensive front from the beginning of the Anglo-American -
offensive in the Mateur-Medjezel Bab area onwordse On May 6 at the poin? of
breakthrough the 20th Plak Division shot up 4 eircraft and 15 tanks, but in
the same action they lost 16 light and 15 heavy gunse TIwo days later the
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same division, before giving up the fight and destroying their equipment, (‘&
inflicted a loss of 37 more tanks on the enemy, On the same day the 19th
Plak Division shot up 14 tanks and 9 aircrafte In heroic fighting they

"~ built up such a barrier of artillery with 8 heavy batteries on May 9 near
Hammemet that the cnemy attempts at a breakthrough there werc completely
destroyeds However, on May 10 this division was also forced to give up the
fight. '

In order to forcc a postponement of any encny attempts at a landing,
some of the anti-aircraft units in Sicily and Crete were regrouped for the
attack on targets on land and at seas In Sicily 45 fully motorised artil-
lery groups, each with 2 8.8 cme and 2 cme cennon were prepareds In Crete
there werc 8 groups, each with 1 8+8cmes cannon, 2 cms cannon, and 1 60 cme
scarchlighte In the area of the 5th Flak Divisioh in north Italy prepera=-
tions were made to transfer all German batteries to the Italian armed forces.

With the building up of an air reporting service, and the technical
preparations ha¥ing been made for fighter escorts by day and night, the air
-signals units laid the foundetions for a planned defence agalnst enemy air
offensivess In addition to afternoon recomneissance by the air forces, they
also started recomnaissance of surface vessels so as to help in the protection:
of our sea traffic in the Sicilian Narrows. The last bascs of the air sig-
nals units on Tunisian soil, the night fighter H.Q's in the Tunis area and in
Capc Bon, had to be blown up on May 9 to protect them from the advancing
enenys Meanwhile, in the interest of defence preparations against an enemy
landing, work was started to increase the signals network in southern Europe,
which included above all radio substitution for all the most important tele=
phone lincs, and radio control of the air reporting servicc in the depths of
the arcae.

The continuation of resistance in Africa depended on the arrival of
supplicse The whole battle would bg decided by the question whether supply
ships would be able by every possible means to bring supplies throughs In
this way the position at sea, which was fraught with ever increasing diffi-

- culties, affected the further conduct of the war in the Mediterrancan. In
May it was no longer possible to send our convoys to Tunisia through the
-Straits of Sicily, and the small ships and ferries were not sufficient to
satisfy the needs of the fronte In this, the losses which had been sustained
during the first 6 months of the Tunisian operation were a definite disadvan=
tages Of the Axis fleet, 10 destroyers, 8 torpedo boats and 62 transport
ships were sunk, and 5 more destroyers, 7 torpedo boats, and 12 trading
stcamers damageds Under the pressure of the enemy breakthrough to the north
of the Tunisian front the destruction of the harbour installations at Bizerta
and Ferryville had to be ordered on May 6 On May 9, due to the loss of the
harbours and the enemy mastery of the sea lanes, as well as the powerful enemy
air superiority, it was no longer possible to supply the army with reasonable
guantities of ammunition and fuele Therefore on May 10 supply by sea was
ordered to be discontinueds Pantelleria, Sicily and Sardinia continued to
be supplied by sea, even though this often presented serious difficulties.
The number of enemy landing craft had meanwhile been greatly increased, which
indicated the enemy's intentions of a large-scele invasions On May 6, in
the western Mediterranean alone there were 75 landing ships with 400 larger
landing craft and a considerable number of smaller landing craft.

The final battle in Tunisia was a turning point in the history of the
wer in the Mediterranean, The Anglo-American large-scale offensive against
the North African outpost of the European fortress in the autumn of the year
1942 was intended to break up the Axis positions by simultaneous advances
from the east, west and south, and thereby lay the foundations of the main
attack agalnst the malnland of Europe.

The attack of the British 8th Army, which began on October 25 against

the El Alamein front showed itself clearly during the course of following
events to be a part of this plane The landing of American and British
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combat forces in Morocco and Algiers, which had long been planned, and was
put into effect on November 8, was obviously intended to be the same.

The German-Italian leaders'parried this thrust in three ways:-
1e  Attack on the enemy transp;rt ficet.
2e Occupation of the French>Mediterranean coastline.
30 The despatch of an expeditionary force to Tunis.
Bomber units and submarines were constanély in readiness for the enemy, and

inflicted heavy losses on the enemy war fleets, as also on ‘the supply convoys
they protecteds  The crossing of the line of demancation into unoccupied

PFrance, and the occupation of the French southern front was carried out accord~

ing to plan, and in complete agreement with the Vichy Govermment. The most
important thing for the continued conduct of the wer was the crossing to Tunis,
For this the Axis powers had placed themselves in a strategic position, which .
was absolutely vital to their position in the Mediterranean, especially for
the mastery of the Straits of Sicily. 5 |

The first phase of the fighting for Tunis consisted of the time from the

- beginning of the landing in French North Africa until about the end of the

year 1942,  During this time fighting on both sides was limited to mobile .
detachments which could be rapidly thrown into battle. During the course of
this "sorting out" operation, the German-Italian troops were able to offer
successf'ul resistance to the enemy spearheads attacking the small areas around
the towns of Tunis and Bizerta. . After being reinforced by frosh troops from
Italy, the Axis troops were able to go over to the offensive from the beginning
of December onwards, atiacking the American, English and French forces pressing
in from the west, and it was possible .greatly to increase the bridgehead which
had at first only been very small. . The line of our strong points extended

50 kme inlande The successes thus achieved were made by numerically very

-weak forces.s They called themselves divisions, but really they were not even

as strong as regiments. There was therefore no continual front, but only a -
very weakly held line of resistance, which still had such wide gaps, especi-
ally in the south of the area, thot the enemy could have broken through at
any times  Only in the north, which was the actual core of the Axis positions
in French North Africa, could the line be considered secure. 1In a very short
tine the Tunis bridgehcad beceme the Tunisian battle area.

The resulting increase in size of the now theatre of war decided the
course of events in the second phase of the battle for Tunisy from the begin-
ning of the new year to the begimming of February 1943, This consisted of ,
consolidating the positions already won, and improving then by local advancess
Especially in the south, reinforcenents had to be continually brought in so
that the frontier between Tunisia and Tripolitania could be kept open to the
Gernan-Italian Panzer Armye. The Axis troops in Libya were engaged in bitter
Tighting, which was very costly for the enemy, but they were forced to with-
draw to the west before the advencing enemy, who were superior in numbers,
both in men and materials. A sinultancous protracted defence of Tunisia
end Libya was considered impossible in the circumstances. It was therefore
decided to withdraw the Rormel army from Libya and join them up with the troops
in Tunisia so that they could further strengthen the new positions. . With this
concentration of all German-Italian forces in one compact battle area, the
concentration planned by the Axis leaders was practically completed.

. [ .
) The third phase of the war in Tunisia, from the beginning of February
until the niddle of March 1943 consisted in preparation for the coming decisive -
encounter with the Allied troops, which had in the meantime been continuously
strengtheneds  Everything now depended on the winning of a favoursble assault

.position for this battlec. This was to be done by concentrated attacks which
~would disturb the enemy's prepared positions, and so postpone the beginning

of the offensives During the successful carrying out of these plans the area
/occupied
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occupied by the Axis achieved its greatest extent. Especially in central
and southern Tunisia the German-Italian lines were pushed further to the
west, until they werc very near the Algerian border, 200 km. away from the
castern coaste The front wes 650 kms« long. It was useless to think
about a lesting defence of these far-flung liness Although the encémy had
suffered terrific losses during our attacks, it was not possible to stop
the great offensive taking places During this time when the German-
Italian troops outwardly appearcd to be at the pinnacle of their success,
the Allied divisions were being assembled in the rear for the final battle.

The fourth phase of the Tunisian fighting from the middle of March
onward was dominated entirely by the cnemy initiatives The British 8th
Army on the southern front finished their preparations first. They bhegan
the expected attack on March 16 on the Mareth front, and pushed the 1st
Italian Army back to positions north of Gabess - The enemy had not succeeded
in forcing the breakthrough they had intended, and all the vital parts of
the bridgehead remained as before in German-Italian hands. The position
for the.Axis first became serious when the enemy went over to the offensive
on both the Tunisian fronts at onces Now the weak Axis troops had to
surrender the whole of southern Tunisia to the numerically superior eneny,
and were pushed together into the small area in the north-cast of the
country. This did of course mean that our troops were again concentrated,
but they had now to operate under unfavourable conditions, as the enemy now
had the German-Italian supply bases within ranges On April 20 the enemy
began- an outstandingly heavy but unsuccessful attack on the southern flank
where the 1st Italian Army weres The final offensive could only be carried
out after the lull in hostilities on May.6, by the Anglo-Americans directing
all their forces against the northern sector of the front, attacking towards
Bizerta and Tunise This time the decisive breakthrough was achieveds The
Army Group was split in two, and after May 9 when. they were also ocut off from
Cape Bon, they fought a losing battle. At the outlets to the Tunisian
highlands, the last resisting troops fought in the bitter struggle a heroic
. battle worthy of the fame and the proud tradition of the German Africa Corpse

- Left on their own, hard hit, without water and food, with the wounded amongst

[t

them, there lay the soldiers of all the units, with their guns in their hands,-

aweiting the enemy, who swept at them in never-ending waveses The British
and Amecricans did not manage to clear up the fow remaining defenders until
May 13« The last few holding out had to show the white flag, ‘as they had no
ammunition lef'te

Thus the defenders of Tunisia were destroyed by -the absolute superiority

of the enemy; and shortage of supplies. Their battle was not fought in vain.

The Germen and Italian soldiers in Africa had entirely fulfilled the task

they had been givens By their resistance, which forced the enemy to

contest every foot of territory in long and bitter fighting, they tied up in

Africa the encmy's strongest forces, and thus inflicted upon him severe

. losses in men and material, The easing of the strain on other fronts which
resulted, and the time which had been won, was of vital importance to the

Axise - :
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