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RESTRIOTED
WAR DIARY OF PANZER ARMY AFRICA

FROM 28 JULY TO 23 OCTOBER, 1942

During this period Panzer Army Africa was subordinate to 0.K.H,

With effect from 16 August, 1942 it was also tactically subordinate to
Italian Comando Supremo,
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1)
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1)
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28 July, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp. 33°¢

Nothing to report during the day,
Daily report sent to 0.K,H. (Appendix 1),

29 July, 1942

Weather: fige, windy
Temps, : 357C

The 0-in~C discussed the brining up of Italiasn troops with
Marshal Bastico, The Marshal affirmed that the entire Italisn
Paratroop Division would be brought over by 10 August, 2 tank
battalions and 3 assault gun batteries (7.5 cm) were expected
to arrive in 14 days! time, Moreover » every effort was being
made to bring over the Pistoia Infantry Division.

Daily report sent to 0.K.H, (4ppendix 2),

30 & 31 July, 1942

Nothing to report,
Deily reports sent to O,K.H. (Appendices 2a and 2b),
1 dugust, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, 3 34°0,

The C-in-C conferred with Fliegerfuechrer Afrika., The C-in-0
stressed the necessity of protecting coastal shipping, However,
Fliegerfuehrer Afrika is fully committed by operations at the
front, Pormations belonging to the C-in-C South will have to
be brought up to protect shipping,

Elements of 580th Reconnaissance Unit were sent through Mersa
Matruh in the direction of the Quattara Springs to cover this
area against enemy raiding and sabotage parties thought to be
therc,

Daily report sent to 0.K.H, (Appendix 3),

2 August, 1942

Weather: Sagdstorm
Temp, : 387Ce

R.AF, aircraft sank 2 barges and 2 coastal sailing vessels in
Bardia harbour. The supply situation of the Panzer Army is
becoming extremely acute owing to the incrcasing numbers of
transports and coastal vessels being sunk, Since 28 July
enemy air activity has been concentrated on the Panzer Army
supply routes,
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The Q.M.G. conferred with the C-in-0., The supply situatiod. at
the front is assured for the present and sufficient supplies
for two days of full-~scale action have been brought up., However,
it would take 5 - 6 days to replenish thesc stocks as supply
ships are putting into Tobruk and Benghazi instead of Mersa
Matruh owing to the lack of Italian escort vessels, The large
amount of transport rcquired as a result of this cannot be
provided in full,

Panzer Army H,Q, made a rcquest to 0,K.W. that further German
aircraft and A.A, formations be brought up to protect coastal
shipping (Appendix L).

COomando Supremo complied with the 0.K.W. request not to disband
the Sabratha Division, which was almost completely wiped out
in the fighting on 10 July. (Appendix 5), ‘

Daily report sent to 0.K.H., (Appendix 6),

3 August, 1942

Weather: fine

~ Temp, : 36°0

Italian forces were brought up to assist in covering the arca
behind the front against enemy raiding and sabotage parties,
One Italian company with 1 artillery Section of the Pavia
Division will be moved south of Mersa Matruh on 8 August to
cover the routes dovm into the Qattara Depression, The
Pavia Division will be taken out of the front line to guard
the Matruh fortress and to rest,

The C~-in-C intends to withdraw 90th Light Africs Division
and 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions from the front line.
They will be rested and assembled behind the front for
mobile operations, It is intended to withdraw the
divisions upon the arrival of 16L4th Light Division, the
Ramcke Paratroop Brigade, the Italian Bologna Division and
Folgore Paratroop Division and other Italian replacements,

Daily rcport semtto 0,X.,H, (Appendix 7).

) August, 1942

Weather: fine
Termp, 3 3590

A pilot who cscaped from British captivity confirms the
presence of an enemy sabotage organization in the G..
Iskander arca, on the edge of thc Qattara Depression,
According to his statement, this organisation consists of
elements of the Long Range Desert Group with about 4O
vehicles, maintaining a mobile base from which sabotage
raids against our airfields etc. can be launched,

Daily report sent to 0.K.H., (Appendix 8).

5 August, 1942

Weather: Sandstorm
Temp, : 32°0

3rd, 33rd and 580th Recomnaissance Units have been grouped under
the command of 15th Rifle Brigade,
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3rd Reconnaissance Unit on the northern edge of the Qattara
Depression was sent westwards with orders to establish contact
with 580th Reconnaissancc Unit at Qattara Springs and to comb

the area between the Qattara Depression and the coast in search
of enemy raiding parties, -

The ships "Sestriere" and "Nino Bixio" carrying importent supplies
and weapons for Panzer Army arrived at Benghazi (Appendix 9).

Daily report sent to 0.K.H. (Appendix 10),

6 August, 1942

Weather; Sandstorm
Temp-: 33 C

30 enemy tanks, probably covcring enemy mining activity, were
observed opposite 20 Corps sector, Enemy digging observed
in the Deir el Alinda area,

The German General in Rome expressed his opinion regarding the
Panzer Army statement of 4 August, 1942 that the ratio of 1 s 1
in the movement of German and Itallan supplics had been displaced
to the advantage of the Italians (Appendix 11),

Daily rcport to 0.K.H. (Appendix 12),

7 August, 194.2

Weather; Sandstorm
Temp, : 34°¢,

The C-in-C informed the G.0.Cs, of Africa Corps and 20 Qorps and
the Commander of 90th Light Africa Division of his plans for
the resumption of the offensive,

164th Light Division, which had originally been cquipped only with
3¢7 cm anti-tank guns, would have to be sent in without adequate
anti-tank artillery (5 cm anti-tank guns). This deficiency would
create an extremely dangerous situation in the event of an enemy
attack, Following a Panzer Army request, 196 5 am, antl-tank
guns werc allocated by 0.K.H, (Appendix 13). '

The German General in Rome reported that, with cffect from 12
August, Panzer Army Africa would be directly subordinate to
Comando Supremo for all questions regarding strategy (Appendix 14),

4 further request for increascd fighter cover over the port of
Tobruk was made to C-in-C South and Italian G,H.Q. in North
Africa (hAppendix 15).

3rd Reconmaissance Unit began mining the area west of Qattara
Springs,.

Daily rcport sent to 0.K.E. (Appendix 16),

8 August, 1942

Weather: finc
Temp. 36°C.

The Panzer Army command ares was defined by Italian G.H.Q.
(Appendix 17).
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The acting Chief of General Staff referred to the inadequate
organisation for unloading ships. (Appendix 18),

The Pavia idvision arrived in the Mecrsa Matruh area for guard
duties and rest,

Daily report sent to 0,K.H. (Appendix 19),

" 9 August, 1942

Weather: windy
Temp, 3 320C

The C-in-C conferred with C-in-C South and Admiral Weichold at
Army Battle Headquarters, The C-in-C stressed the necessity
of launching a German offensive as soon as possible, giving
the following reasonsg '

a) The enemy had apparently carried out extensive mining and
and encircling opcration would thereforec soon be
impossible,

b)  Strong British forces were cxpected to arrive in Egypt at
the beginning of September and action would have to be
taken before they appeared at the front.

The C-in-C ordered the Chief of Staff to give his persoaal
support to Panzer Army's supply demands in Rome (Lpperdix 20),

The German General in Rome was again requested to send all
available anti-tank guns by air and sea as quickly as
possible. (Appendix 21)  The German General in Rome
replied to this request (Appendix 22),

0.K.W. attitude towards the direct subordinsation of Panzer
Army to Comando Suvremo (Appendix 23),

The regrouping of 21st Panzer Division has been concluded,
Infantry units of 15th Panzer Division have becen rclieved
by paratrocpers of the Ramcke Brigade,

Daily report sent to 0.XK.H, (Appendix 24),

10 August, 1942

Weather: Glgudy
Temp, 3 2hC

Discussion with General Barbasetti regarding questions resulting
from the direct subordination of Panzer Army to Comando
Suprecmo, In addition, details of thc composition of the
Pistoia Division were discussed (Appendix 25).

10 Corps reported that by 16 August it would probably have at
its disposal only 2 artillery units of the Brescia Division
and no Corps artillery at all, and rcquested information as
to what artillery could be expected in the new scctor,

The supply ship "Santa Fee" carrying 100 vchicles and 2 light
field howitzer batteries has arvived at Benghazi,

Daily report sent to 0,K.H. (Appendix 26),
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11 August, 1942

Weathers fine
Temp, 36°¢

Pavia Division rcported that 4th Libyan Battalion will be despatched
to Qattara Springs on the morning of 12 August, A part of the
battalion will be uscd at Bir Khalda (Appendix 27),

a)  580th Reconnaissance Unit reported that reconnaissance over the
RQattara Deprcssion by Storch aireraft had not resulted in the
enemy being sighted,

b) 3rd Reconnaissance Unit reported that the area along the railway
as far asQabr cl Malki hod been scarched and that no cemp had
becen discovered,

Daily report sent to 0.K.H. (4ippendix 28),

12 August, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, : 37°0

The British convoy from Gibraltar reported on 11 dugust was 250 km
south-west of Sardinia at 06,00 hours, In view of the situation
in goneral and the size of the convoy, which is unprecedented for
the Mediterranean, the possibility of a landing in great strength
in Africa must be taken into account. A report that other British
naval forces from Cyprus were moving westwards proved to be an enemy
deception message, The C-in-C issued the following orders to
strengthen coastal defence;

a)  3rd and 580th Reconnaissance Units (580th Reconnaissance Unit
Qattara Depression) will procecd to Mersa Matruh immediately,

b)  200th Panzer Grenadier Regiment and Battloc Group Briel
(without tracked vehicles) will reach the area west of Sidi
Rahman as quickly as possible and will be at the armyt s
disposal as Battle Group Geissler, 1In addition, 20 Corps
will assemble a reconnaissance detachment camprising 17
armoured cars, 2 S.P, guns and 1 captured battery, which will
also be moved into the area west of Sidi Rahman,

c)  90th Light Divisien (without Special Formation Menton, 200th
Panzer Grenadier Regiment and Battle Group Bricl and tracked
vehicles) will stand by to move to the coastal road as quickly
as possible upon Army orders for transfer westwards, This
order also applies to 21st Panzer Division (without tanks and
1 light artillery section).

Acting Chief of Staff to Ia 90th Light Division:
a) Report on the situation in the Mediterrancan,

b)  Battle Group Geissler will leave its positions immediately
(order issued dircct through Army H,Q, Staff) and rcach
the area 5 km west of Sidi Rahman by nightfall, Battle
Group Geissler will be relieved immediately by Battle Group
Panzenhagen. Battle Group Briel (without tracked vehicles)
will be subordinate to Battle Group Geissler, In addition,
a further 2 batteries will be sent up,
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¢) 90th Light Division (without the Geissler and Menton Groups
and tracked vehicles) will stand by to move northwards in
the direction of the coastal road at dawn on 13 iugust,

3) The acting Chief of Staff issued this same order to the Geissler
Group with the instruction that the Group will be relieved,
even if the corresponding replacements are not available,
Consideration should be given to the question of leaving part
‘of the ammunition issue on the coastal road, In this case,
units would collect ammunition along the road,

During the day reconnaissance revealed that the enemy convoy was
still approaching the Sicilian Straits, The question of a
British landing still czmnot be answered, It is calculated
that the convoy could arrive off Tobruk during the night of
13/14  Aiugust. 3rd Recomnaissance Unit had alrcady been sent
on to Sollum during the day with orders to occupy the towm,
prevent a British landing and cstablish the closest contact
with the Italian garrison in Bardia, -

4) In thc evening it was still not clear whether the convoy was
bound for Malta or if a landing in strength was to be carricd
out in North Africa,

5) Daily rcport sent to 0.K.H, (Appendix 29),

13 August, 1942

Wieather; fine
Temp. : 38°C

1) Early in the morning reconnaissance reported the convoy south
of Pantelleria, It was reported that some of the escort
vessels had already turned back and were procecding in the
dircetion of Gibraltar, The convoy is on course for Malta.
dAccording to an cstimate of the situation, a direct threat
to the North African coast no longer exists and it is
unlikely that a landing will be made, For this rcason no
more motorised battle groups are to be sent westwards along
the coast,

3rd Reconnaissance Unit was ordered to move to Sidi Barrani
instead of to Sollum, Reports on the convoy received
during the dgy confirm that it is bound for Malta, Heavy
losses have already been inflicted in an atiack by Germen
and Italien air and naval forces,

2)  The C-in-C discussed the situation with the G,0.C. and Chief
of Staff, 21 Corps, the Commanders of the Trento Division and
164th Infantry Division and Artillcry Commander 10k,

Refcrence was made to the careful construction of the mine-belt
and the conduct of operations on and in the mineficlds and
at night. The enemy must be harassed by patrol activity and
sudden concentrations of firec, Axis activity will be
stepped up until 22 August., COooperation betwecen German and
Italian artillery was discussed, as were further plans for the
conduct of operations by the Army,

3)  C-in-C discussed the construction of mincfields and dummy
minefields with regard to future plans for the conduct of
opcrations with thce Chiefs of Staff of 10 and 20 Corps.

/&)
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Chief of Staff, Army informed the Ia's of Africa Corps and 90th
Light Division that 21st Panzer Division and 90th Light Division
had been ordered to stand dovm. Gelssler Battle Group had also
becn ordered to stand dovm, 3rd Reconnaissance Unit will remain
in 8idi Barrani and 580th Reconnaissance Unit 20 km cast of
Mersa Matruh,

Very hecavy losses have been inflicted on the British Mediterranean
convoy by German and Itolian air and naval forces, Only 6 ships
reached port in Malta,

Daily rcport scnt to 0.K.H, (appendix 30),

14 august, 1942

Weather: finc
Temp, § 36°C

707th and 708th Heavy Infantry Gun Companies, formerly 90th Light
Division, were placed under the operational command of 164th
Infantry Division, 4ll guns not available for action owing to
unserviceable carriages will be mounted on whecls for towing,
In addition, ordcrs have been issued for the companies to be
re-inforced with 3 and 4 capturcd British guns respectively,

D2ily report to 0.K.H., (ippendix 31),

15 _August, 1942

Vicather: fine

Tempe § 38°¢

During the night 14/15 August British ssobotage parties landed in
the E1 Daba aren, Only slight damage was caused when vchicles
were blown up (for details sec reportd Quartermaster/Africa Corps)
(Appendix 32),

Daily rcport sent to 0.K.H. (Appendix 33),

16 Lugust, 1942

Vicather: finc
Temp, : 40°C

Panzer Army africa has come under the direct orders of Comando
Suprcmo,  The Italian H.Q, in North Africa (Comando Superiore)
as been dissolved, Marshal Bastico had been appointed
Governor of Libya, :

a) With imncdiate cffect Battle Group Geissler will return to
90th Light Division and will be moved into the area
ordered by thc division,

b)  The reconnaisssnce unit of 20 Italian Corps will be subordinate
to thc Corps agein and will be brought up.

c) Following its relief, it is intended to transfer Special
Formation 288 to the area west of Sidi Rahman for rest,

Major General Gause resumed thce dutics of Chief of Staff, Army and
Colonel wWestphal the duties of Army Ia. Colonel Bayerlein returned
to the post of Ohief of Staff, ifrica Corps.

Daily report sent to 0.,K.H. (Appendix 34),
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17 August, 1942

Yieather: fige
Temp., s 3570

The cnemy is entrenching and mining along the whole front,
particularly on the northern sector.

580th Reconnaissance Unit reccived orders to proceced to the
area of the Abu Seif sanitation unit (15 km west-north-west
of 8idi ibd ¢l Rahman) on 19 jugust, :

90th Light Division received orders to send in its artillery
section to the rear and south of the Garet ¢l Abd sector,

Daily report sent to 0.K.H,. -(Appendix 35),

18 August, 1942

Weather; finc
Temp: 37°0

Order to 3rd Reconnaissancc Unit: 3rd Reconnoissance Unit
will remain at Mersa Matruh until 20 August and will move
to Tell el Gora on 21 August,

The C-in-C conferred with Marshal Cavallero, Field Marshal
Kesselring, General von Rintelen and Marshal Bastico., The
‘following questions were discussed;

the supply situation, :

the inadequate anti-tank gun cquiment of 164th Infantry
Division,

dg moving forward the Italian Advenced G.H.Q. Libya,

e cffective strength of the Folgore Division; employment

of the Pistoia Division,
f) overall control of railway movements in North Africe,
(for details see Appendix 36)

; the distribution of shipping space,

O T @

Fuel situation of German forces in Africas

About 3,000 cubic metres availeble; with a current daily con-
sumption of over 300 cubic metres, present stocks will be
available for supply up to and including 26 l\ugust.

Daily report sent to 0.K.H. (ippendix 37),

19 August, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, 3 38°¢

4 British reconnaissance raid supported by tanks north of
Deir el Shein was rcpulsed,

Special Formation 288 will be transferred to the area west of
Sidi Rahman on the evening of 20 .ugust as ATIMY- reserve,

Daily report sent to O.K.H. (Appendix 38),

/20
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20 lugust, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, : 37°C

1)  The C-in-C in formed the G,0.C, of 21 Corps and the Chief of Staff
and Commander of 16L4th Infantry Division of plans for the
future conduct of operations, The cmployment of artillery was
discussed, The C-in-C again referred to the wiring of advanced
positions,

2)  Thc 0-in-C discussed the situation and plans with the Commander
of 90th Light Africa Division, the G,0.C, of 20 Corps and the
Ohief of Staff of 10 Corps.

3)  The Commanders of rd, 33rd and 580th Reconnaissance Units reported to
the C-in-C and were informed of plans for the futurc conduct of
operations,

4) Daily report sent to O.K.H. (Appendix 39).

21 August, 1942

Weather: Sandstorm
Temp. : 36°C
1) The Quartermaster General held a conference on the supply situatio,
The question whether fuel and smmunition supplies could be
provided by the time ordered and general supply problems were
discusscd,

2)  3rd Reconnaissancc Unit moved from the Mersa Matruh area to the
Toll cl Gora area (5 km south-west of Sidi Abd el Rahman),

3)  Daily report sent to 0.K.E. (iopendix 40),

22 iugust, 1942

Weather: fige
Temp, : 337C

1) 4% 08,00 hours Army order Ia 88/42 (Secret) was issued to
subordinate Corps and Divisions, .

2)  Chicf of Staff Africa Corps discusscd the Corps supply and
vehicle situatvion,

3) The tanker "Pozzarica" was torpedoed in the vicinity of Corfu on
the evening of 21 August (Appendices 41 - 43),

L) 20 Corps reported that further units could be madc mobile by the
repair of vehicles (Appendix 41).  Appendix 1 of Army H,Q.
order Ia 88/42 (Secret) of 22 August for the release of non-
motorised battalions and artillery to 10 Corps is amended,

5)  Daily report sent to O.K.E. (appendix 45).

23 Mugust, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, : 379C

1)  The "Pascio" and "Pukliola® arrived at Tobruk with 1,140 cubic
metres of fucl, 200 tons of ammunition cte. (Appendix 46),

/2)
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With effect from today (23 August) 19th Flak Division is
tactically under command Panzer .Army,

The 13th Company of the 800th Demonstration Regimcnt was placed
under command Special Formation 288,

53rd Reconnaissance Unit was relicved by 580th Rcconnaissance
Unit and arrived in arca 159, right 9 during the afternoon,

Daily rcport sent to 0,K.H, (apvendix 47),

24 August, 1942

Weather:; Sandstorm
Temp,:  37°C

The IFolgore Division will be under command 10 Corps with effect
from 25 August, (sec Appendix 48),

Captain Everth, 0.C, 3rd Reconnaissance Unit, was put in charge
of all reconnaissance activity by the unit (Appendix 49).

The C~-in-C gave instructions for the transfer of armourcd forces
to be carried out in accordance with frmy Order No,88/.42
(Secret) of 22 iugust (sce .ppendix 50).

Daily report sent to 0.K.H, (appendix 51),

25 August, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, § 38°0

At 08,00 hours Fliegerfuehrer Africa, Lt.General Hoffmamm von
Waldau, informed the C-in-C of Luftwaffe opcrational strengths,
The employment of the Luftwaffein planned operations was
discussed,

At 09,00 hours General Marchese, Commander of the Italian 5th
Squadra, informed the C-in-C of Italian .\ir Force operational
strengths,  The C-in-C discussed the future conduct of
operations and the employment of the Italian Air Force, which
would be uscd mainly to provide fighter cover for 20 Italian
Oorps (motorised),

The C-in-C approved the plan for the cmployment of 90th Light
Division in accordance with the proposal submitted, 361st
Panzer Grenadier Regiment will be transferred during the
night 27/28 August. (Appendix 52)

Lt, Colonel Soldani, Italian supply liaison aficer, reported
on the supply situation (ammunition and fuel) of the Italian
Corps,

At 16,00 hours C-in-C drove to 10 Corps and discussed the

cxecution of the planned operation with the ¢,0.C. 10 Corps
and the Ramcke Brigade Commander,

Daily rcport sent to 0.K.H. (Appendix 53),
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26 iugust, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, ; 38°¢C

‘There was heavy artillery harassing fire on the central and northern

sectors of the front during the night. L4 reconnaissance raid
by the New Zealand Division north of Deir el Shein and another

to the south were repulsed, The raid north of Deir el Shein
was made against a strong-point of the Bologna Division,vwhich
lost a number of men in dead and prisoners, Night bombers

were very active again on the southern sector,
Enemy destroyers bombarded the area 5 km north-west of el Daba,

The Rcconnaissance Group reported thnt night patrols had discovered
enemy mining in the area 8 km cast of Qaret el Khadim and at 152
left 5 - 155 left 5, This activity was probably covered by
armoured cars and infantry (Appendix 54),

In view of the Reconnaissance Group report, the C-in-C ordered
German ond Italisn reconnaissance parties and artillery of 10
Corps and of German reconnaissance units to harass enemy mining
activity during the coming nights,

4% 09.00 hours the Commander, 19th Flak Division, Lt. General
Burckhardt, informed the C-in-C of the proposed employment of
Aeie Formations in the coming offensive, The question of how
many units should be uscd for defence against airecraft was also
discusseds  The C-in-C rcquested the employment of searchlights
against night bombers on the northern sector.

4% 13,00 hours General Barbasctti, Chief of Italian Advenced G.H.Q.
Libya, arrived for a discussion with thc C-in-C, Referencec was
made to the fucl and ammunition situation of the Italian units,

In vicw of the fucl situation, ..frica Corps and 20 (Italian)
Motoriscd Corps werc informed that the planned movement of tanks
into the new ereas during the night 26/27 August will not take
placecs  This transfer will probably not be carried out before
the night of 27/28 .ugust (Lppendix 55),

L request for thc employment of air forces on x and x + 1 day was
sent to Fliegerfuechrer Africa (Appendix 56).

580th Reconnaissance Unit, Special Formation 288 and Combat Force
E.Q. herc transferred - sec discussion memo of 17,00 hours
(Appendix 57).

Daily report sent to 0.K.H., (4ppendix 59),

27 August, 1942

weather:; fine
Tempo H 38 C

4% 0.800 hours C-in-C South, Ficld Marshal Messelring, Lt,General
Hoffmann Von Waldau and the new Flicgerfuehrer Africa, Major
General Scidemann, arrived at Army Battle H,Q, for a discussion
(4ippendix 60).

Ln order was issued to Africa Corps and 20 (Italian) Corps to
procced with the transfor of tonk forces (Appendix 61), '
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in order was issued to 90th Light Africa Division rcgarding the
bringing up of 361st Panzer Grenadier Regiment (Appendix 62).
An order to move into tihe ncew arca was issued to 580th
Rcconnaissance Unit, Armoured Combat Force H.Q. and Special
Formation 288 (Appendix 63).

At 16,00 hours thc Commander, 164th Infantry Division reported
at Army Battle H.Q., and was informed of the situation and
plans by the C-in-C., The proposed plan of operations of the
division was discussed,

28 August, 1942

Weather: * finc
Temp.:  57°0

The C-in~C discussed details of the operations to be carried out
with the G.0.C, Africa Corps and 20 Corps, the Commanders of
90th Light .ifrica Division, 15th Panzer Division and 21st
Panzer Division and the officer commznding 3rd Reconnaissance
Unit, Captain Bverth (for detcils of points discussed sce
Appendix 65).

SS "Istria", carrying a main cargo of vehicles for irtillery
Commander 104 and the Ramcke Paratroop Brigade, as well as
fuel for Panzer Army, was torpodocd and sunk 70 sea miles off
Tobruk, '

The Quartermaster General held a discussion on supplics, with
particular rcference to fuel and ammunition supplies,

The reorganisation of Special Formation 288 proposed in
Panzer Army H,Q, order Ia 5910/42 (Secret) of 6 August was
approved by 0,K.H, General Staff, Army - Organisation Unit
(Appendix 66),

Daily rcport sent to 0.K.H. (ippendix 67).

29 asugust, 1942

Wecather: finc
Temp. ¢ 380C

At darm L4 encmy destroyers made an ineffcetive attack on cl Daba,
The cnemy worships were forced to move off by the Itelian Navy
acting in cooperation with Flicpgerfuchrer ifrica.

The C-in-0 and Ficld Marshel Kesselring held 2 discussion at
Army Battle H.Q.:

a) C-in-C South promised that immediate usc would be made of
all available air transport to bring up ammunition
requircments from stocks already in or arriving in Italy.
Panzer army informed the German General in Rome
accordingly (Appendix 68), :

b) Owing to the unsatisfactory fucl situation, the C-in-C
dccided to limit the objective of the proposed operation
for the time being to "the defcat of the encmy Army in
the ficld", 4 report was sent to 0,K,W, and Comando
Supremo (sce JAppendix) - see Panzer Army H.Q. Order Ia
No. 104/12 (Secrct) of 29 August 1942,

c
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e) 22,00 hours on 30 August was agreed as the time of the attack,
and an order was issued accordingly,

3)  Daily report sent to 0,K.H., (Appendix 69).

Sccn at

Army Battlc Headquarters
by C-in-C ROMMEL

Field Marshal

29 August, 1942

30 _iugust, 1942

Weather: fine: drifting sand in afternoon,
Temp, ¢ 36°¢,

1)  Ficld Marshal Kessclring arrived at Battle Headquarters at 08,00
hours to discuss details of supply and the employment of the
Luftwaffe in the coming opcration, He placed 1,500 tons of
fucl from Luftwaffc stocks at the disposal of the Panzer Army,
This rusulted in tho following fuel situation: “ 2 - 3 V8 held
by units plus a further 2,300 cubic metres = 4 VS in Africa.

2) Whecled units of Aifrica Corps and the Aricte irmourcd Division
moved into the final asscmbly arcas during the night 29/30 August,

3) 4t 11,00 kours SS "Gualdi arrived at Tobruk with 800 tons of fuel,

L) A% 16,00 hours G-in-C and Ia went 4o .dvanced Army Battle Head-
quarters at 143 right 7, ’

5) The day passed quictly with only slight artillery and air activity,

6) At 22,00 hours the attack was owencd by motoriscd formations and
infantry assault units,

Bxtracts from Operational orders of 22 sugust, 1942 (ipoendix 70).
Daily report to 0.K.E. (4ppendix 71),
Situction map (Appendix 72).

31 Ausust, 1942

Weather:s morning fine,
sandstorm at midday
Temp, : 359

after crossing the eastern limits of the Axis mineficlds, thc
motoriscd formations sent in on the southern scctor of the ilamein position
to make an cneircling attack very soon cncountered strong guarded enemy
mine-bclts,  Much time was therefore roquired to meke lancs,

In genceral, operations by assault units on the central and northern
sectors processed according to plan,  Assault detachments of the Ramcke
Brigadc and the Bologna Division brought to 40 prisoners at Ruweisat,

It was established by the capturc of a South African soldier by assault
detachments of 433rd Infantry Regiment that 1st South African Division
andnot 50th British Division was holding this scctor, The first wave
of assault troops scnt in by the Trento Division and 164th Infantry
Division encountcred strong encmy resistance at first, The second and
third waves rcachcd their objectives unopposed,  Enemy artillery on 21
Corps ond 164th Infantry Division scctor put dovm decfensive fire and
engaged identified Axis batteries, Artillery activity died dowm af ter
the assault troops werc withdrawn to their start line, The enemy
carried out raids on I/61st% Infantry Rogiment (Trento Division) .and on

/the
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the northermiost strong-point held by 10 Corps, The Italians
suffered losses in dead and prisoners, The 10 Corps assault
detachment from the Bab el Gattara works gained very little ground
owing to artillery fire and minefieclds,

At dawm advanced clements of the Reconnaissance Group ond Africa
Corps were about 12 - 15 km. east of the .xis mine-belt. 15th Panzer
Division was lagging behind slightly, The cnemy defended the mine-
fields stubbornly and thus delayed the divisions'! advance, During the
night Major General von Bismarck was killed when he drove over a mine
and the G.0.C. Africa Corps, General Nehring, was wounded in a
bombing attack, The loss of these two expcrienced commanders at the
beginning of the attack nccessitated the following rcorganisations

Af'rica Corps Major Gencral von Vaerst,
15th Ponzer Division Major General von Randow,
21at Panzer Division  Colonel Lungerhausen.

after passing through the first enemy mine-belt, 20 (Motorised) Corps
was held up at a sccond mineficld, Most of the Corps' mine detection

equimment was put out of action by artillery firc, During the
morning there were still no definite reports on the position of 90th
Light Division, Advanced units of the division were believed to

be at Deir Alinda,

Units of the Folgore Division sent in along thc cdge of the
Djebel reached Nagb el Khadim without cncountering encmy
opposition,

48 yet no movements of major formations by the enemny have been
identificd, Enemy W/T traffic has not increased %o any appreciable
extent,

The .rmy plan for advanced clements of motorised formations to
rcach the arca about 40 - 50 km cast of the start-line in moonlight
and to continue the attack northwards from this arca at davm was
unsuccessful, This was duc to isc advance being held up by many
hitherto unknown mincfields and obstacles, some of them scveral
kilometres in depth, in the southern part of the position, The
element of surprise, an essential condition for the success of
the operation, wes thus lost., The C-in-C then had to decide
thether the attack should be broken ofi or continued with a more
limited objective, This decision restcd mainly on the position of
africa Corps, The C-in-C thercfore went to the Corps! Battle
Headquarters, where he was informed that both divisions had overcome
the mineficlds and were making good progress eastwards, The C-ineC
thereupon decided to continue the opcration with ifrica Corps on the
right, 20 (Motorised) Corps in the centre and 90th Light Division
on the left, Objectives:  Africa Corps Hill 132, 20 (Motorised)
Corps 4ilam el Bueib - ilam el Halfa, 90th Light Division initial
objective in original plan, Scee situation map for axis,

C-in-C South ordered all available dive-bombers to support. the
attack against the high ground which, according to air reconnaissance,
was strongly fortified, Fuelling aircraft and the deployment of
formations took some time, and \frica Corps was not able to attack
until 13,00 hours, The attack made good progress against weak
cnemy defending forces, carrying the Littorio Armoured Division
along with it. 4t this time, however, the Aricte Armoured
Division cnd Trieste Motorised Division were engaged in meking a
lane and passing through a minefield at 117 right 7, It was not
until 1500 hours therefore that the main force of 20 (Motorised)
Corps was able to follow up behind .ifrica Corps! attack to the

latter!s left, Alr reconnaissance reported that there were no
large-
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large-scale cnemy movements to be seen either in a north-casterly,
casterly or south-westerly direction. iccording to an agent!s report,
7th British armoured Division had ordered artillery fire to be used to
prevent tanks passing through the mineficlds, Divisional H,Q, has moved
castwards, Units of the Ramcke Brigade under command 10 Corps reached
their objective at 12,00 hours, They were in contact on the right with
90th Light Division, advanced units of which have reachcd the general
line 128 right 1 - 131 right 4. :

Towards 18,00 hours the Africa Corps spearhead rcached the arca 142
‘right 7. The terrain over which the attack was being made was covered
with deep sand and fucl consumption was therefore extremely high,
Consequently, iAfrica Corps fuel stocks had dropped from 2% - 3 V.S, to
less than 1 V,8. by the cvening, It was quiet throughout the day on the
21 Corps and 164th Infantry Division front, Patrols cstablished that
the enemy was still occupying already identificd positions, Heavy
traffic in a westerly directian on the coastal road indicated that rein-
forcements were being brought un to the front,

By nightfall 15th Panzer Division was about 4 km, south of Hill
132, whercas 20 (Motorised) Corps, including the Littorio Division, was
lagging far behind, 90th Light Division rcached most of its objectives,
The Reconnaissance Group was holding a covering scctor facing mainly
castwvards in area 475,

Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippendix 73).
Situation map (Appendices 74 and 74a),

1_Scptember, 1942

Weather: finc
Temp, : 35°C

During the nignt cnemy aircraft were very active over the whole
front, Srd and 33rd Reconnaissance Units suffered heavy losses in men
and cquipment in waves of heavy bombing attacks, In the morning the
encmy launched on attack on 164th Infantry Division sector at the gap
betwecen mince-boxes J and L, He succeeded in penetrating the first
mine-belt, but the attack was then contained and driven back,  Vehicle
movements opposite 20 Corps sector indicated that the enemy intended to
launch further attacks, Fighter-bombers carricd out cffective operations
against the vehicles and tonks,  Towards 11,00 hours a further enemy
attack on mine-box J was repulsed, ’

15th Ponzer Division continucd the attack during the morning and
towards midday the main body of the division was directly south of
Eill 132, 150 enemy tanks were reported north of ilam el Tritriya.
In view of the possibility of an attack on the flank of 15th Panzer
Division, Fliegerfuechrer .ifrica sent dive-bombers to attack this forcc.
After mony efforts, 20 (Motoriscd) Qorps gradually succceded in
¢suablishing contact with aAfrica Corps., 90th Light Division deploycd
in the arca it had rcached for defence against a possible enemy attack
from the north, The Reconnaissance Group held a defensive sector facing
cast in its former arca, and rcconnoitred to the south-cast, east and
north-cast.  air rcconnocissence did not obscrve any appreciable changes
in cnemy grouping. According to W/T intcrccption reports, 7th Motoriscd
Brigade has fallen back to the ¢l Huweijjo arca and 7th Armoured Division
even further to the south-cast: 18t Lrmourcd Division has also moved
its Battle H.Q. castwards, No movements of cnemy forccs werc obsecrved
on the fortified front in thce north,

A% 14,00 hours 164th Infantry Division reported that according to
reports received so far, the atitack on mine-box J was being made by about
20 - 30 tanks and infontry in battalion strength (iustralian Division),

/16
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16 enemy tanks were knocked out or destroyed by mines, 11th Company,
382nd Infantry Regiment was overrun by thc enemy and suffercd heavy
losses in killed, wounded and missing, '

In an attack on Hill 132, 15th Panzer Division knocked out 7
pilot tanks, At 14,00 hours the division was directly south of
Hill 132, but was unable to continuc the attack owing to lack of fuel
(armourcd units had only 0,3 V.S.), Strong cnemy aircraft formations
in waves made inccssant attacks on motorised formations, particularly
Africa Corps. FHeavy losscs were sustained in the open and to some
extent stony terrain, German fighters were too wcak numerically to
divert the enemy formations from their objectives, Some of the
escorting British fighters were shot dowm, but the bombers could not
be approached, The ships with fuel and amnunition promised by
Comando Supremo for 31 August and 1 September did not arrive,
Consequently, there are only 3 V.S, of fuel for German troops between
ports of discharge and the front, The supply of Germon units with
an authorised maximum consumption of only 1 V,S, per day is assured,
therefore, only until 5 Scptember, In view of this difficult fuel
situation, it was necessary to break off the attack temporarily and
assumc the defensive,

Ficld Mershal Kesselring enabled fuel to be brought up quickly
from Tobruk and Mersa Matruh by maiting air transport available,

In general, the afternoon passed quictly on the central and
northern sectors, The enemy situation oppositc the front held by
20 (Motorised) Corps and 90th Light Division showed no apprecisble
change.

Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appendix 75).
Situation map (Appendix 76).

2 Sevtember, 1942

Weathér: fine
slight sand drifts in afternoon
Temp.:  37°C

The cnemy resumed his non-step bombing attacks during the night,
Lbout 12 raids were made during the day between 06430 and 18,00 hours,
and these operations were continucd without a break during the night
from about 22,00 hours until OL.30 hours, Owing to the lack of
night fighters, troops werec exposed wit:out defence to the night
attacks, Apart from the considerable losses in personnel and
equipment coused by thesc attacks, which were concentrated on Africa
Corps, thcy were not without cffect on the morale of the German and
Italian troops, The night passed quietly along the wholc of the
fortified front in the north,

SS "ibruzzi®" carr ing 611 tons of fucl was attacked and damaged
between Bcnghazi and Derna, This brought about a further
deteioration in the Panzer Army fuel situation and consequently
excluded any possibility o resuming the offensive for an indefinite
periods  The C-in<C thercfore decided to withdraw troops gradually
into the arca cast of the linc el Taga - Bab cl Qattara and to go
over to the defensive there, meking use of the British mineficlds,
fhe rclief of 90th Light Division by the Littorio Division and the
transfer of the former to the south-cast could not be carried out as
the Littorio Division was not availablc at the time arranged, 90th
Light Division thereforc remained in its positions and the Trieste
Motorised Division was brought up as reinforcement. .frica Corps
was ordered to withdraw 1 lorried infantry battalion, 1 artillery
rcgiment, 1 company of anti-tank troops and 1 Regimental H,Q. from
each Panzer Division to form a mobile counter-attack rescrve behind
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fortifiecd front in the north and to move into the area formerly held by the
Penzer Divisions, The Reconnaissance Group was ordered to fall back to
the line 476 right 10 - 472 right 2 to prevent the enemy moving round the
right flank,

No appreciable regrouping by the enemy was observed during the morning,
411 quiet on 10 and 21 Corps scctors, At 15,00 hours: idvanced Battle
Headquarters was transferred to the area cast of Garet el Yidma,

Througriout the day the enemy felt his way forward cautiously on the
front held by the motorised formations, Towards 19,00 hours an attack
by infantry and tonks on the 10 Corps formations detailed for the offensive
(elements of the Brescin Division, of the Folgore Division and of the Ramcke
Brigade) was repulscd,

Panzer Army fuel situation was such that a daily supply of only 1 V.S,
could be assurcd until 5 September,

Reports on rcasons for brecoking off the operation were sent to
Comando Supremo and 0.K,W, (scc Daily Revport).

Daily rcport to O,E.M. (Appendix 77).
Situation map (Appendix 78).

3 September, 1942

Wicather; fige
Temp, 36°C

Waves of enemy bombers continucd the attack oin the motorised group
during the night. There was only normal artillery firc on both sides
along thc rest of the front.

Alr reconnaissance obscrved about 300 tanks in 1st Armoured Division
arca, Dive-bombers end fighter-bombers made effective atvacks on all
identified tank concentrations,

Comando Supremo cpproved the Panzer irmy decision to broak off the
attack,

By order of Marshol Cavallere, a stoff officer from Comando Supremo
delivered a supply transport schedule for the poriod 3 - 14 September,

In general, the day passed quietly,  The regrouping of motoriscd

formations was carried out according to plan. Enemy air attacks were
less intense than of late, The cnemy limited his activity to feeling

his way forward from the east and south-east with tanks and armoured cars
on the front held by motorised formations,  Troops were subjected to
frequent enemy artillery concentrations with maximum ammunition
expenditure,

At 18,00 hours the 15th and 21st Panzer Division counter-attack
groups arrived in the arcas formerly cccupied by their divisions,

Ficld Marshal Kesseliring visited the C-in-C at \dvanced Battle
Headquarters and informed him that during the night 3/L Scptember all
available aircraft, bperating in waves, would be used to attack cnemy
forces opposite the front held by 90th Light Division and 10 Corps
formations detailed for the offensive,

Daily report to 0.K.H, (Appendix 79).
Situation maps (fLppendix 80),
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4 September, 1942

Weather: fine in morning,
dr%fting sand in afternoon
Temp, : 24C

The night passed quietly on the northern sector, On the southern
sector night bombing attacks werc less intensc than of late,

A night attack by 30 tanks and infantry in battelion strength on
elements of the Ramcke Brigade under command 10 Corps was repulsed
towards 05,00 hours, 200 prisoners werc taken in this action,
including the commander of 6th New Zcalend Brigade, )\ further attack
was expected,

Tank concentrations were also observed opposite the left flank of
90th Light Division (155th Panzer Grenadier Regiment),  An attack
appearcd to be imminent,

German aircraft carried out effective operations against enemy
concentrations identified at and cast of Alam Nayil, The Luftwaffe
night attack on 10th Indian Division also apneared to have been
effective, L sizeable concentration of units assembled for an attack
southwards on the Brescia Division and Ramcke Brigade was probably
dispersed,

, Advanced Battle Headquarters was transferred to Djebel Kalagh at
11,00 hours,

At 11,30 hours the C-in-C ordered the Reconnaissance Group to
cover the southern flank of +the Panzer Army in the area of Himeimot
and to the north-east against an advance by encmy tanks,

At 12,45 hours Africa Corps reported that encmy tanks and
infantry were feeling their way forward from the north and east,
There were heavy enemy artillery cuncentrations and L4 bombing attacks
had been made,

At midday it was quiet 2long the whole of the front, Eneny
forces at Alam Nayil made a further slight withdrawal, it 13,00
hours the C-in-C and Ia arrived at Aray Battle Headquarters by Storch
aircraft, He held a lengthy discussion on the tactical situation
and the supply situation with Ficld Marshal Kessclring,

At 15,00 hours the Trieste Division reported that it had lost
8 killed, 55 wounded and 40 missing in a tank-suvpvorted attack on
Hill 190 during the preceding night. ot 16,30 hours the C-in-C
and Chicfs of Staff flew back to advanced Battle Headquarters at
Djebel Kalagh. '

The regrouping of motorised formations was continued according
to plan, German aireraft supported movements by thc motoriscd
group, attacking identified tank and vehicle concentrations,

Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appendix 81)
Situation map (Appendix 82)

5 September, 1942

Weather; fine
Tenip, : 379

Apart from sporadic artillery harassing firc and small-scale
air attacks, the night was quiet ‘along the whole front,
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During the morning cnemy tonk-supported patrols from the cast and
south-cast felt their way forward on the Africa Corps and Reconnaissance
Group fronts, but withdrew when fired on by artillery,

Nothing to report during the aftcrnoon,

At 19,00 hours Ramcke Brigade rcported that an enemy attack on its
sector broke dowm, the canemy falling back to his start-linc,

No changes have bcen obscrved in the enemy situation,

Comaendo Suvrcmo and 0,K.H, were informed of gencral strengths of
formations to be cmploycd (for details secc Daily Report).

Daily report (Appendix 83),
Situation map (Appendices 84 and 84a).

6 Sentember, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp. ¢ 3790

The night was quict along the whole front. There was average
cnemy artillery harassing fire during the morning.

Encmy air activity was on a smaller scale than of late.

Repeated attempts by cnemy tbanks and armourced cars to fcel their
way forwerd from the cast and south-cast werce repulsed,

The regrouping of motorised formations continued according to plan,

The Trieste Motorised Division and 3 battalions of the Folgore
Infantry Division were »laced under command 20 Corps.

Report on successes and losses for the period 30 August -
5 September, 1942 (sce Daily Report).

Report on the supply situation (see Daily Report),

Daily Report to 0.K,H. (appendix 85).
Situation map (ippendices 86 and 56a).

7 September, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, ¢ 35°C

All quiet during thc night,

During the day enemy patrols and tanks felt their way forward on
the eastern and south~eastern sectors of the Panzer Army front,

There was lively artillery activity by both sides on the southern
sector,

Enemy air activity was on a smaller scale than of late,

4t 10,00 hours Mershal Barbasetti arrived at Army Batile Headquarters
for a conference with the C-in-C, The following points were discussed:

a) Water supply: a water pipeline %o be constructed as far as
Bab el Qattara if possible,
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b)  The construction of a road and railway to the front by
Italian civilian labour corps to save. wear and tear on

vehicles, ‘

¢) The cquipment of the Folgore Division with anti-tank weapons
and artillery,

2 ships carrying fuel and other supplies for the Panzér Army were
by enemy aircraft,

1 ship carrying 800 tons of fuel arrived at Tobruk,

Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippendix 87).
Situation map (Appendix 88).,

8 September, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, ¢ 3600

The night and the whole of the day passed quietly, Encmy artillery
activity on the southern sector increased slightly. There was
slight enemy air activity,

S8 "Ankara", SS "Ravello" and SS "Sestricra" carrying sbout 2,500
tons of fuel, 1,100 tons of ammunition and other supplies
arrived in port (Tobruk and Benghazi),

Daily report to O.K.H (Appendix 89),
Situation map (Appendix 88?. .

9 September, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, ; 32°C

Nothing -to rcport,

Daily report to 0.K.H, (4ppendix 90),
Situation map (Lppendix 91).

10 September, 19,2

Weather: figc
Temp, ¢ 337¢C

Nothing to report during the day,

A4t 074,30 hours the C-in-C and Ia drove to Africa Corps and then to
10 Corps, where a discussiom on the following points took place
with the G,0.C, 10 Corps and the commonder of Ramcke Brigade
(then also deputising for the wounded commander of 90th Light
Division):

a) 10 Corps deployment on the southcrn scctor,
b)  Africa Corps and 20 Corps grouping.

c) Use of mines and consolidation of positions on southern
sector,

Daily report to 0.K.H., (Appendix 92).
Situation map (Appendix 93),
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11 _Scptember, 1942

Weathcr: fine
Temp,:  33°C

All quict during the night.

4%t 15,00 hours the C-in-C and Chief of Staff drove to 10 Corps
Battle Headquarters, where redeployment in the southern sector
wos discussed with the G.0.C.s of 10 and 20 Qorps and the acting
commander of 90th Light Division, It was plamned to use the
Brescia Division, Folgore Division and elemcnts of Ramcke Brigade
on the southern sector, and to bring up Pavia Division later,

Africa Corps, 20 Corps and 90th Light Division were to be held as
mixed German-Italian counter-attack groups bchind the 10 and 21
Corps scctors -as follows: 213t Panzer Division and Ariete
Armoured Division behind 10 Corps, 15th Panzer Division and
Littorio Armoured Division behind 21 Corps and 90th Light Division
and Trieste Motorised Division on the coast in the area west of
Sidi Abd el Rahman, The Rcconnaissance Group was to be
assembled in the Abu Dweis el Taga area, ‘

C-in-C's opinion on signal from thc German Gencral in Rome regarding

the Panzer Army supply situation (Appendix 94). :

Report to 0,K,W. and 0,K.H, on the situation of Panzer Army,
(4ppendix 95).

Correspondence with the German General in Rome.and Comando Supremo
regarding the rcadiness of Italian troops captured by the British
to give information (Appendix 96).

Personnel losses sustained by German and Italian format'ions during
the period 25 June to 5 September (Appondix 97).

Daily report to 0.K.H. (appendix 98).

‘Situation map (Mppendix 99).

12 Scptember, 1942

Weather: slightly cloudy
Tetpe:  52°C. :

Nothing to report during the day.

Daily report to 0.K.H. (4ppendix 100).
Situation map (Appendix 101).

13 Scptember, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp. ¢ 30°C

All quict during the night. -

The C-in-C and acting G.0.C. Africa Qorps inspected the terrain of
i the new arca to bc occupied by 15th Panzer Division and Littorio
Armoured Division behind 21 Corps front.

The Quartcrmastcer General rcported on the somewhat improved supply -
- situation (sec daily report).

Order to 10 Corps, 20 Corps, 90th Light Division and Ramcke Brigade
regarding reorganisation in the southern scctor (Appendix 101a).
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5)  580th Reconnaissance Unit arrlvod in the arca 13 km.cast of el
Daba as Army rescrve,

6) Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippendix 102).
Situation map (Apvendlx 101),

14 Septembef; 19,2

Weather¥"fine-
Tempe: 31°0

. A% 02,30 hours Rear Army rbﬁorted ‘that the enemy. had landcd at
Tobruk. follow1ng heavy air attacks lasting about 7 hours, Exact
details regarding the type of landing and the strength of the cenemy
force werc still unknown,. An enemy attempt to take possession of

.the fortress of Tobruk had to be taken into account, Army H,Q,

" therefore assembled fast-moving units. to be employed at Tobruk if
rcqulred .

Y The following orders were issued:

1) 580th Reconnaissance Unit to move to Mersa Matruh immediately,
2)  3rd Reconnaissance Unit to stand by, .

3) 1 Panzer Grcnadacr battalion and 1 light artillery reglment of
Battle Group Everth- (German africa Corps) _to stundby.

During the night there was heavy encmy artlllery flrc 1long the
wholc of the, fortified front. in the north. - e e

At 08 40 hours an order regarding the defcnce of Tobruk was sent
_ to Rear Army, In the morning report (Appendix 103) Comando Suoermo
was requested to authorise the subordination to Panzer Army of all .
‘Italian troops in end fo the east of the Tobruk area,

At 08,30 hours Special Formation. 288 Wos ordcrod to move to the
area 6 km, cast of el Daba.

At 10,30 hours Battle. Group Everth was disbanded and units
returned to Corps, Units of the battle group which had becn alerted
had already been ordered to stand down at 07.00 hours, At 11,00
hours Panzer Army Headquarters received a report from Rear .irmy that
the British landing attempt was considered to be frustrated at about
09.00 hours, So far 75 prisoncrs had been taken by German forces
and 2 warships, apparuntly destroyers, had becn sunk for certain by
AJd, artillery, Axis losses were slight, . Por details of
defensive measures taken against the British attempt to land at
Tobruk seec Rear Army battle report (Appendlx 104) . During the
af'ternoon elements of the 90th Light Division and 15th Panzer Division
moved into the new areas as ordered,

580th Reconnaissance Unit reached Mersa Matruh towards: cvenlng
and cstablished contact with Pavia Division, Special Formation 288
had also moved into the area ordered, %

The:following was the first full reoort to-be received on the
successful defensive measures aga;nst the British attempt to land at
Tobruk: :

. The British forces which landed at Tobruk on the morning of 4k
Scptcmber were destroyed.or taken prisoner at the cost of slight
German losses, In this action over 300 prisoners were taken and
several landing craft; as well as weapons and equipment, were

captured,
e /The
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The. enemy - landing-attemnt was defeated by German troops of Rcar irmy

and Italian formations acting in cooperation with the Navy and German A.A.
artillery., The latter pla.JGd particularly distinguished role in the
action, A.:. and coastal artillery sank 3 destroyers and 2 escort . ;
vessels or landing craft off Tobruk, According to captured documentu,
the enemy's cobjective was to destroy harbour instsllations and sink ships

. in the port. The following losses werc inflicted on warships moving
castwards from Tobruk by German and Italian aircraft:

1 cruiser () -6 OOO tons), 1 destroyer and 2 escort vessels sunk,
1 light cruiser (14. 000 tons) and 1 destroyer badly demaged and
3 - L4 destroyers demaged by bomb hits,

Italian troops wiped out enemy sabotage parties at Bonghazi and
Barce, A number of jprisconers were taken and several vehicles and small
trucks destroyed,

Daily report to O.K.H. (Appendix 105),
Situation map (Appendix 106).

15 September, 1942

Wea’cher\:. cloudy
Temp, ¢ 33°C

1)  The night passed quictly.

2) At 07,30 hours thce C-in-C and Chief of Staff flew to Tobruk, where
a discussion took place with Field Marshal Kesselring, General
Barbasetti, Major General Deindl and the Quartermaster General:

a) Major General Deindl and Vice Admiral Lombardi rcpérted on
defensive mecasurces against the British attempt to land on
14 September, :

"The C-in-C expressed duc rccognition to the successful defcnce,

To counter any furthcr landing attempt, the unified cmployment
of 2ll troops in Tobruk and of rear units would be necessary,
It was decided that for this purpose all German units would be
grouped under the commond of Major General Deindl (0.Ce Army
L of C Area), '

Itolian Advanced G.H.Q. Li’éya would continue to be responsible
for Cyrcnaica and ifarmarica.

The Italian Commandant would be responsible and issue orders
for the overall defence of Tobruk, In the event of an cnemy
landing, Major General Deindl would be-tactically subordinate
to him, Army was informgd of the defence measures taken
through Italian aAdvanced G.H.Q, Libya and was to be notified
immediately in the event of an enemy landing attempt., The
Commander Rcar Army made the same report to Army direct.

The C-in-C again stressed the danger of an encmy airborne
landing in Tobruk,

b) The former Libya - Egypt frontier was decided upon as the
western limit of the area under .the command of Army, which
therefore also assumed responsibility for the defence of
Sollum,

The number of prisoners taken in the defensive action against the
atiempted British landing has incrcased to 580,
IESTRICTED
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3) 3rd Reconnaissance Unit and Reconnaissance Unit Nizza were ordered
to move to Siwa on 16 September (Appendix 107), .

" 4) - Daily report to O.K.H. (Appendix 108).v -
Situation mgpr(Appendix 106), s

Seen at Army Battle Headquarters
on 18 September, 1942 by the C-in-C
' ROMMEL :
Field Marshal

16 September , 1942 -

Weather: cloudy
Temp,: . 33°C

1) All quiet during the night.

The main force of Battle Group Pfeiffer (21st Penzer Division),
which was withdrawn during the night, arrived in the
divisional area,. : ;

2) Field Marshal Kesselring arrived at irmy Battlc Headquarters and
discusscd the situation in general“and the supply situation in
particular with the C-in-C, Field Marshal Kessclring reported
that in future night fighters would operatc from Crete to '
increase convoy protection, ' ce

3)  German aircraft were sent out to attack 200 enemy smell trucks
. observed south of Agedsbia, Mgasurcs for the defcnce of
- .Bonghazi were taken by Rear frmy’ and Italian Advanced G.H,Q.
Libyas . '

4) . Battle Group Headquarters was placed under command 33rd

Recofinaissanéc Unit.and “transferred to ¢l Taga,

5)  33rd and 200th Field Reinforcement Battalions ‘and 90th Light
Division draft conducting battalion (Grupne Hain) were ordered

to garrison end defend Sollum (Appendix 109),

6)  Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippendix 110), =
©  Situdtion map (&ppendix 111), ©

e 17 Scptember, 1942

- Weather: fine
Temp,:  33°C

1) A report from Rear Army that Tobruk had been attacked again
during the night 16/17 September and that British troops had
landed’proved to be incorrect,  Apart from this, the night
passed quietly," ‘ ‘ : :

2)  According to ‘an Italian report; British forces attacked Gialo
 Qasis during the afternoon. An cnemy occupation of this
‘place had to be taken into account, C-in-C South and Italian
Advanced G.H.Q. Libya werc requested to employ all availsble
aircraf't to destroy the enemy force in:the Gialo arca,

3) In view of the changed situation at Gialo, 3rd Reconnaissance
Unit was ordered to send out reconnaissande in the direction
of Kufra, 3rd Reconnaissance Unit arrived at Siwa during
the afternoon, ' o . S

o
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Battle Group Hain was ordered to defend the Sollum - Sidi Barrani
sector (Appendix 112)s - The Italian garrlson in Sidi Barranl was
placed under command Bactle Group Haln. C

The PaVla D1v181ou was ordered to defend the hersa Matruh sector
(Appendix 113), ‘ :

- 50 German and 50 Italian guard dogs with keepers were requested to

patrol the extensive minefields beyond the front,

0.K.H., ordered that the method of constructing "mine-boxes" employed
in the Alamein position be used in the Russian theatre of
operations (0,K,H, Operations Section Order General of Engineers
and Foritification Troops Neo. 987/42 (Secret) of 9 September,1942).

Major General Ramcke, hitherto acting cominander of 90th Light
Division in place of the wounded Ma jor General Kleemanh, relinquished
comnand of the division after its -rithdrawal and transfer to the
new area east and west of el Daba, Colonel Schulte-Heuthaus was
appointed commander of - the d1v1s1on. ‘ :

General von Thoma took over command of Afrlca Corps in place of the
wounded General Rehring,

Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appendix \14)
Situation mep (Appendlx 115), -

18 September, 19,2

fleather: cloudy
Temp, 3 32 C

All qulet durlng the nlght.

At 08,00 hours G,0,C, 21 Corps rpported at Army Battle Headquarturs
and was informed by C-in-C of Army plans for the further
consolidation of positions and the future deployment in depth of
formations in the main defence zone.

According to an Italian rcport, -Gialo Oasis is in Axis hands, Enemy
vehicles observed at Glalo were attacked by German and Italian
bombers,

During the day enemy tanks and armoured cars felt their way forward
towards Axis pOSlulono on the southern sector,

After the arrlval of Lt. General von Thoma, the follow1ng
reorganisation took places

Colonel Lungerhausen resumed comaand of 164th iight Division,
Major General von Vaerst resumed command of 15th Panzer Division and
Major General von Randow assumed command of 21st Panzer Division.

The regrouping;of Panzer Ariny was carried out as follows:

a) Southern sector from Qaret el Fimeimat to Deir Umm Khawabir:
10 Corps with Folgore Infantry Division, Trieste Motorised
Division and half of Ramcke Brigade. 1In addition, one
reinforced German Reconnaissance Unit to protect the southern
flank,

-

b) Northern sector from Deir Umm Khawabir to the coasts
21 Corps with Bologna and Trento Irfantry Divisiony . 164th
Light Division and half of Ramcke Brigade,
‘ /)
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~¢) In support ofthe front line, which was only lightly menned

owing to low battle strengths, and for mobile defence:
- 21st Panzer Divisjon and Ariete Armoured Divisi on behind

the northern sector of 10 Corps,

15th Panzer Division and Littorio Armoured Division behind
the northern sector of 21 OGorps.

These formations, in 3 mixed battle groups. were, deployed
so that divisional artillery defensive fire could be put
down in front of 10 and 21 Corps main defence line,

d) German Army Artillery was deployed in several groups behind
the southern and northern sectors,

'e) The Young Facist Division and a Germsn and an Italian

reconnaissance unit in Siwa.

f) “Army reserves, also acting as coastal defence forcess
90th Light Division and Special Formation 288 in the area
east and west of el Daba,
Pavia Division and a German reconnaisssnce unit in the Mersa
Matruh area; parent units of first line reinforcement
‘battalions in the Sollum area, o

Daily report to O,K.H., (Appendix 116)
Situation map (Appendlx 17)e

19 September, 1942

Weather: fine
Tempe:  33°C

All quiet during the night,

At 09,30 hours the 0-in-C and Chief of Staff flew to Fuka for a
discussion with Marshal Cavallero, - The Quartermaster General
Panzer Army was also prusent and the follow:ng p01nts were
raiseds

a) General tactical and strateglc 31tuat10n.
b)‘“J81tuatlon at Gialo and Siwa..

c) Coastal defence up to and 1nclud1ng Sollum taken over by
= Panzer Army,

d) Supply situation, Raﬁe of German supply still very low
and consequently stocks cannot be built up,

e) Intended employment of Pavia Division.

£) " What is Pistoia Division doing in Afr10a9 Intended
employment of division?

g) Ruinous decrease in baitle strengths of the Italian Corps
owing to return to Italy of all troops with more than
2 years service in Africa befbre arrival of replacements,

h) Oonstructlon of rallway to front. Transportation of
6 - 7,000 rails from Italy, ‘ »

i)  Reports by British prisoners regarding readiness of
JItalian soldiers to supply 1nformat10n.,

Marshal Cavallero noted the requests and promlsed to make every
‘ effort to fulfil them,
| /3)
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During this period 500 Itallan and 270 German troops werc being
floim to Africa daily, “pfter transporting the remaining
'1,200 Italians and the remainder of Ramcke Brigade, 500 German
replaccmunts were to be flown over daily,

10 Corps took over the so&thern sector of the front, 33rd .
Reconnaissance Unit and the subordinated Battle Group Headquarters
were instructed to coopcrate with 10 Corps, - Aricte and Littorio

~ Armourcd-Divisions of 20 Corps arrived in the new arcas, Trieste
 Motorised Division remained cemporarlly under command 10 Corps.

SS "Carbonia®" carrying 320 tons of fuel for fanzcr Army was sunk by
torpédo-bombers on 19 September,

General Stumme arrived at Panzer Army,
Report on the supvly - situation:

a) The amnunition situation improved slightly after anti-tank
gun ammunition had beén brought up,

b)  Adequate fuel in Afrita for 13 days (continuous consumption),
c) Food situation difficul® owing to low rate of supplj.

There was no aporeciable improvement in.thc situation as” fwholc
owing to the inadequate rate of supgly. Only 1 ship and 2
submarines carrying supplies arrivea in Africa durlng the
period from 8 to 18 September, 7,106 tons of uupP}lGS, i.e,
2% of Panzer Army's monthly rcqulrumcnts, arrlved durlng the

period from 1 to 18 September,

Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appendix” 119}
Situation map (Apoendlx 120). y

.-

20 Scptenber, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, ¢ 3400

All quict during the night,
Nothing to roport during:thc day.

Army Headquarters requested 0.K,H., permission to establish the
following Army Engincer units:

H.Q. Motorised Engincer Regiment wit: S1gnals and D,R.platoons,

1st and 2nd Motoriscd Enginecr Batthlions Africa each with 2
companies (to be formed from 3 companies of 33rd, 200th, 220th
and 900th Engineer Bautallona), Army Engincer Park Company
Africa,

Daily report to 0,K.H. (Appendix 121),

21 Scptember, 1942

Weather; fine
Temp, ; 3390

All qulct during the nlght.

At 07 30 hours C-i n—C and Chief of Staff flew to Siwa to 1nspect
the German - Italiaon defence force. C-in-C was cnthu31astlcally
received by the Arab population, and he gave presents (10,000
Lire and tea) %o the chief of Siwa. /5

3
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Panzer Army Headquarters requested,0.K.H, to send the anti-tank
guns still required plus a 10% material reserve (Appendix 122),

Corps PEadquarters etc. were instructed to submit suggestions
for front line deployment in depth bearing in mind the
following points:

a)  Battle ou’cpos‘bs {group strong-points) .to a depth of ~sbout
500 - 1,000 metres to cover advanced minefields (former
main defence line),

D) An area 1 km in depth between battle outposts and the main
defence zone to be left unoccupied,

c) The main defence linc to be moved to the rcar half of the
prohibited arcas ("Devils Gardens") - (for details see
Appendix 123),

Daily report to 0.K.H, (Appcndix 12L4),

22 Septomber, 1942

Weather; cloudy

TOmP.: 32 C.
All quict during the nlght

At 09,00 -hours the C-in-C drove to .an engineer demonstration by
90th Light Division, whlch was also seen by the following

" officers; - G,0.C.s Africa Corps, 10, 20 and 21 Corps and the
comanders of 15th and 21st Panzer DlVlSlonS, 90th and 164th
Light Divisions, the Aricte, Littorio and Trento Divisions
and Ramcke Brigade. Afterwards the C-in-C held a :
discussion on thc following sub jeots with the G.0,0's and -
Divisional Commandcrs prcsent at the demonstration:

a) The general situation,

b) Deployment of the front in depth (scc War Diary ontry of
21 Scptember, para.d).

e¢) The necessity of intensive trajining for the troops.'
d) The transfer of command ‘of Panzer Army to General Stumme,

At 1L|..OO hours the C-in-C 1cf‘t for ‘Derna to fly on from there
to Italy on 23 Scptember. o i

General S’cummc took over comma.nd of Panzer Army in place of
the C-in~C. : o

Daily report to 0.K.H. (A.ppendlx 125)

23 Sootember 19L|-2

Weather; fi%e
Temp, § 34.°C

All quiet during the night,
In heavy air attacks on Senghazi on 22 Scptember the SS "Apuania®
was destroyed and SS "Ravello", "Pertusola" .and "Tripolino"
and a torpedo :boat were damaged. . Harbour installations were

sllghtly damaged, ) R /3)
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3) 0.K.,H. approved the Panzer Army request to rename Artillery
Commander 104 Senior Artillery Commander Africa and to reform
Army and Army Coastal Artillery into 2 regiments (1st and 2nd
Artillery Regiments Africa) - (Appendix 125a).
4)  Daily report to 0,K.H. (Appendix 126),

2h Septcmber, 1942

Weather: Sandstorm -
Temp, ¢ 34,°C

1) All quiet’during the night,
2) Report to 0.K.H, on the supply situation
a) Fuel

9.5 V.S. including the 1,800 tons brought it Tobruk by the
tanker "Rondine" on 24 Sceptember,

b)  Ammunition

3.5 - 3,8 issucs cxcluding ammunition required (5 cm antl—tank,
17 cn ficld gun and 21 cm mortar).

c) * Food

25 daily issucs, Owing to insufficicnt supplies of- flour and
supplemenitary rations, it will be necessary to maintain the
cut in .thc daily brecad issuc to 375 grammes and the lack of
varicty of food for troops must be expected to continuc.

The supply situation as a whole was slightly improved by the employment
of coastal vesscls to move forward supplies from Tripoli,  The
movment of ‘supplics from Burope: by sca was still inadequafe, The

" pords ‘of 'Tobruk and Benghazi were worked to only hsalf their
capacity,

’

3) ' Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippondix 127)y

2§ Septomber, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, ¢ 30°C

1) ALl quict during the night.

2) Nothing to rcport during-the daya

3)  Army Headquarters order on-guncral directions for coastal defence
against cnemy landing attemnts issucd to relevant authorities
(Appendix 128),

4)  Daily report to 0.K.H, (Appendix 129).

Situation map (Appendix 129a).

/26
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26_Scptomber, 1942

Weather: . fine

- Temp, :: 31'5°c

Heavy enemy art:.llery harassing firc on thc northern sector
during the night 25/26 Scptember,

Nothing to report during the day,.
QK.W, signal regarding:-

a) The bringing up and subordlnatlon of 47th Remforccd
Infantry Regimente

b) The movement to Africa of Personncl replaccments,

(Chefsache No. 115/42 Sceret - 4ppendix 130).

Signal from Ficld Marshal Rommcl rcgarding the following
agreements made with Marshal Cavallcro on 23 Scptenber
(appendix 1302); |

a) Italian Advanced G.H. Q. Libya to make 3 000 men available
immediatecly for thc construction of a road. to the front.

b)v Italy to deliver 7,000 tons of railway lines and sleepers.
To be ‘branéported as additional load. '

c) G:Larabub to come under command Panzer Army :.mmedla.tcly.

d) An add:.t:.onal battalion to be flown to thc Young Fasc:.st

Division, w hich will also guard the Qa.'qg Qasis,

e) The Italian Shipping Division in the Acgéaﬂ will be
cmployed to improve convoy movements between Crete and
Tobruk :

f) COmando Supremo has made arrangcments for .the formation

of mobile groups in thc arca Benghazi - Agedabia - Gialo,

g) C-in-C South to transfer one Ju,88 bomber Gruppe to
Agedabia to operatc against. the Kufra supply dum'p.

h)  Proposals for an advance. by Italian formations to capfurc
the Kufra supply dump and for the mining of watering
points,

i)  C-in-C South pramised to fly over 20 - 25,000 men cvery
month following the settlement of the fuel situation.

Daily rcport to O.K.H.' (Appcndix 131) o -

27 Scptember, 1942

Wcather: fine ' S
Temp., ¢ 339 '

All quiet during the nlght. o
Nothing to report during thc day. |
/3)
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 8S MMenes" carrying vehicles for 164th Light Division and Ramcke

. Brigade and about 350 tons of ammunition for Panzer Army arrived
at Tobruk,

‘Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appendix 132).

28 Scptember, 1942

Weathery Sandstorm in morning,
~* finc in aftcrnoon
Temp. ¢ 3500

Heavy artillery harassing firc on the northern scctor during the
night 28/29 Scptember.

The garrison at Giarabub Oasis (1 Italian Battalion with 2 light
batterics) was placcd under command Ponzer srmy on 28 Septembe
but remaincd subordinate to the commander of the Young Fascist
Division in Siwa. ' '

H

Quar termaster General was orderced to have the nceessary supplics
available for issuc for the following cventualitics (Appendix 132a),

a) A defensive battle on the El Alamein position,

b)  Defensive measurcs against cnemy landing attomnts in some
strength in the area Sollum - Tobruk - Benghazi,

c) Defensive measures against an atbempt at encirclement by
’ strong cncmy forces moving approximately throuch Kufra -
Siwa in the dircetion of Mersa Matruh, '

'In an -cnemy air attack on Benghazi harbour on 27 Scptember, onc ship

was damaged and hits werc scored on harbour installations,

On 27 Scpitcmber 88 “"Barbaro" carrying sbout 500 tons of* ammunition
as well as food, tonks, anti-tank guns (S.P,) and a large number
of vchicles was sunk by submarincs, In addition, SS "Unione! was
damaged, and is to be towed into Benghazis

Daily report to 0,K.H, (appendix 133),

29 Scptember, 1942

‘Weather: fine

Temp, ¢ 37.5°Q

‘A1l quict during the night and day. .

At 09,00 hours C-in-C South, Ficld Marshal Kesselring, arrived at

Army Batlle Hcadquarters for a discussion, The fo'lowing points
. were raiseds .

a) The general situation,
b) The fsu'pply situation,

c) Usc of aircraft by C-in-C South to Tly over men after
scttlement of the fucl guestion.

"d).  C-in-C south was not able to provide 5 cm anti-tank guns for

Ramcke Brigade, C-in-C South roported that the Italian Navy
would transfer 1 battleship, 5 hcavy cruisers and 9
destroycrs to Crete to counter any possible opcrations by
the British ilcxandria Squadron, -

3
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Order for the reorganisation of the fortificd front in the north

with sketch map of the positions of battle outposts and main
defence line and the allotment of battalion scetors to 10 and
21 Corps, 16kth Light Division and Ramcke Brigade (copy for
information to Senior irtillery Commander ifrica and Commander
Army Engincers), . Order to be carricd out by 20 October, 1942
at the latest (\ppendix 13L4),

In order No, 4232/42 (Secret) of 21 September 1942 0.K.H. General
Staff’, Army - Organisation Department rejected the Panzer srmy Ta .
request contained in No, 1728/42 (Sccret) of 25 \ugust 1942 for

- the formation of a Reconnaissancc Brigade and of patrol companies

" within 90th and 164th Light Divisions and 15th and 21s% Panzer
Divisions (4ppendix 135).

| Daily report to 0.K.H, (Appendix 136),

A 30 Sepvember, 1942

Weather; fine

., Tempe: . 30,5°C

After a heavy artillery bombardment the cnemy launched an attack
from the morth and cast in the Deir ¢l Munassib arca on elements
of 9th Battalion of thc Folgore Division and of Hucbner Battalion
of Ramcke Brigadc carly in the morning of 30 Scptember, The
attacking forcec was cstimated at 2 battalions with about 4O tanks,
At first it wasnot clcar whether this was only a local rcconnaissance
raid in strongth or the preliminary move to an offensive, . Owing
to ground mist, air rcconnaissance could not at first provide any
information, TPowards midday it was known that an offensive was no
longer to bc cxpected, 33rd Reconnaissance Unit reported isolated
groups of cnemy vchicles with tanks aporoaching from the cast and
moving in the dircction of Deir ¢l Munassib, The enemy attack was
rcpulsed, his only success bcing when small groups infiltrated into
the former cnemy mincficlds ond cstablished a front facing st
against Huebner Battalion and south -against 9th Battalion (Folgore)
in strengtn of 2 - 3 companics,  Airmy Headquarters intcnded %o
forcc the cnemy to give up the ground he had won by continuous
artillery and air bombardment, In the action to rcpulsc the
attack, 9th Battalion of Folgore Division took over 200 prisoners R
including a Staff officer of the British 44th Division. In
addition, a number of cncmy tanks and vehicles werc destroyed,
Throughout the day the encemy force north of Deir ¢l Munassib and
vehicle concentrations north and cast of the German mineficlds were
attacked by fighter-bombers and dive-bombers, -is a further cnemy
attack was oxpected during the night or on the morning of 1 October,
21st Panzer Division Battle Group (Batile Group Mucllor) was ordered
to stand by, In the event of an encmy attack and a penctration
Being made, this force was to throw the cnemy back in-a counter- -
attack and occupy the former front line, No changes were obscrved
in the cncmy situation in the evening, The day passed quicetly
along the rcst of the front, '

The acting C-in-C, General Stume, with Ia and Quartermaster [General
Panzer Army flew to Tobruk at 07.30 hours' to inspect the Army dump
and work in the port, = .\ discussion with Marshal Barbasetti ‘ook

b h

‘placc aftcrwards, The following points werc raiscd:

a)  Marshal Cavallero.promiscd Field Marshal Rommel through Italian
adveanced G,H.Q. Libya 3,000 workmen for the construction of a
road to the front, Marshal Barbasciti statcd that he could
provide only 400 men‘without vechicles for this work,

' /)
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b) Replying to a question when the battalion to be brought over
by air for the Young Fascist Division would arrive, Marshal
Barbasctti asserted that it was expcected very shortly.

c) In a signal of 26 Scptember, Ficld Marshal Rommel stated that
it was intcnded to usc Italian forces to capture or destroy
the supply dump at Kufra, In reply to a question on this
sub jcet, Marshal Barbasetti stated that Italian Advanced
G.H,Q, Libya did not intend to usc fast-moving ground
formations for this operation, but to limit itself to air
attacks on Kufra, C-in-C pointed out that in his opinion
only an attack by ground forces could stop encmy raids on
Cyrcnaica from the Kufra arca for any length of time, Panzcr
Army forces could not be relcased for this purposc,

d)  Marshal Barbasctti promiscd that the strength of the Pavia
Division would bc brought up to 4 battalions and 6 batteries
by 10 October, After this had been done, it was planned to
cxchange the Pavia Division for the Tricste Division,

e) Italian Advanced G,H,Q. Libya planned to bring up the strength

' of 20 Corps Rcconnaissance Unit to 80 armourcd cars by re~
allocating thosc which arrived on supply routes. An S.P.-
battery would be sent to the Reconnaissance Unit and the
Corps would shortly rcecive Engincer replacements. Itelian
Advanced G.H,¢. Libya had no vehicle replacements available
and newly-arrived vchicles from Italy would be sent to the
Corps.

f) 1st Company of 18th Carabinicri was %o remain in the Sollum arca
and would not berelieved until a rcplacement company was moved
Upe

g) Marshal Darbasctii pramiscd to find out when and to what extent
it would be possible to makc available an anti-tank gun
battery and paratroop cquipment for 2 battalions of the
Folporc Division,

h) 2 batterics of 105 mm guns would be allocated after the arrival
of Polgorc Division artillery,

i)  Marshal Barbasctti stated that harbour installations at
Benghazi iere not so badly damaged in the air attack of 22
Scptember as had at first been thought,  The capacity of
the port was rcduccd only by 1,0 O tons and it can still
handlc 2,000 tons daily.

j)  General Stumme roquested Marshal Barbasetti to make accommodation
with 250 beds available for the Panzer Army in Circnc. The
Marshal wromiscd to do this. '

3) The astronimical navigation and map rcading course conducted by
Panzer irmy H.Q., La/Survey Officer from 16 to 30 September has
¢énded, A further course for artillery survey troops and artillery
dircctor NCOs has kccen arranged for the period 6 to 15 October,

4) Captain Marseille, the most successful fighter pilot in North ifrica,
credited with 158 victorics, holder of the Knights Cross to the
Iron Cross with Oak Lcaves, Swords and Diamonds and the Gold lcdal
for Valour, baled out over the German front line as a result of
damage to his aircraft and fcll to his death when his parachute
failed to open, Daily order of Panzer Army Headquarters,
(Appendix 137).
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5) Daily rcport to 0.K.H. (ippendix 138),
Situation map (4ppendix 139),
4 Scen at Army Battle Headquarters
on 5 October, 1942

The .icting Comnander-in-Chief

Stumme

General

1 October, 1942

Weather: fine
Tempes  31.5°C

1)  During thc night therc was artillery harassing fire by both sides
in the Deir cl Munassib sector, Along the rest of the front
it was quiet during the night, Ground and air reconnaissance
showed no apparent indicationof a further cnemy attack in the
Deir el Munassib scctor, No movcments by tonks, vehicles
or rcinforcements werc obscrved, Artillery continucd to
bombard the cnemy during the morning. C=in-0 ordecred the
Scnior Artillery Comnander to form an artillery group comnrlslng
srmy artillery and 10 Corps irtillery (10 batterlcs) to
cooperate with the Luftwaffc (dive-bombers) in forcing back
the cnemy force in front of the mince-belt cast of Munassib,

The air attack planned for 17,00 hours did not matcrialise as
4O British fighters forced the dive-bomber formation to turn

back and dump their bombs over the German front linc. This
did not rcsult in any German losses, The cnemy force at
Deir cl Munassib continued to dig in. As the arca held by

the cnemy in no way compromiscd our obility to hold the Deir
cl Munassib scctor, no counter-attack was madc to retake it,
Nothing to rcport along the rest of the front during the day,

2) 3rd Rcconnaissanco Unit and Reconnaissance Unit 'Nizza! werc
ploced under opcerational comanond of the Young Fascist
Division in Siiwa.

3) Special Formation 238 was transferrcd to the arca 6 km nor ih-
cast of Fuka for coastal defence dutics,

4)  An account of the Panzer irmy supply situation was given in the
daily rcport to 0,K.H., .According to this, approximatcly
16,200 tons of supplics were sent to Ponzer irmy during the
monta of September, i.c. 54% of the total omount rcquested,

a) Fuels Supply approximatcly 11,200 tons, Oonsumption
about 8,000 tons., Pucl availablc, including unused.
stocks: 7,400 tons = 10,5 V.S. =-fuel for about 21
days (supply runs cte,).

b) Ammuﬁition: Supply about 2,550 tons, Expenditure about
- 1,300 tons, Slight improvement owing to incrcased

SUDOlJ and strict cconomy, Stocks in Africa total
obout 3% issucs not including types of ammunition still
required (5 cm anti-tank gun 1,5 issues, 5 cm tank gun
1 issuc, 7.5 cm tank gun 1.3 issues, 7,62 cm anti-tank
gun (Russian) 2 issucs, heavy ficld howitzer 13
1.8 issucs).

c) Sparc Parts Situation:

aa) ideguate soarc parts and engines for tanks.

/ob)
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bb) Lack of interchangeable cngines for armourcd cars,

ce) ‘Insufficicnt sparc parts for wheeled vehicles and
half-tracks,

dd) Tyrc situation oxtremely,difficulf following sinking
: of ship carrying avout 1,000 tyres.

Consumpﬁion about 5,250 tons,
Fresh vegetables, fruit, flour,
Severe

d) Food: Supply about 1,800 tons,
Supply cxiremcly inadcquate,
suppcer rations ond drink issues particularly short.
cuts were nccessary,

The followiﬁg supplics werc lost when ships were sunk}

Fucl approx, 1,600 tons
Ammunition " 1,000 tons
Food " 800 tong
Misc, " 250 tons

Total " 3,650 tons

Daily veport to 0.K.H, (4ppoendix 140),

2 Octobor, 1942

fine
30°¢

Weather:
Tonp. -

A1 quict during the night.

iAccording to capturéd documents 18t Grelk Brigade is located behind
4he central scctor, but has not yet been sent into the linc,

.TDurlﬁg the day ﬁrtlllcry and airecraft opcrated cffcctlvoly agoinst

the enemy foree at Deir el Munassib,
apart from this the frong wap quict during the day,.

Order recgarding the trajining of Baﬁtory,cpmmanders (Appondixa141);

Africa Corps Headquarters was made ruspons;blu for conducting the
courses (duration 3 WCuko)

Purpose of tihie coursecs:

Training of battery cummander candlaates for D1v1s1onal and nrmy
Argillery, ,

In addition, it is 1abcndcd to carry out courses for company
commandcrs as from the middle of Novcmbor undcr the dlrcctlon
of 90th Light Divis 1on. : :

C-ln-C issued an order to all Italian and German Headgquarters
regeording artillery and infantry firc discipline for presumed.
and uctual cnemy attocks (Appendix 142).

0.K.H., was requested to scnd 36 .supcr-heavy DTOJLGtOTS (nortars)
to Panzer. irmy (Appendix 143).

Order regerding drawing up of strength returns (Appundlx ) o
Daily ruport to 0.K.H. (Appundlx 145) . v
/3
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4 October, 1942

Weather: Stormy, cloudy
Temp, ¢ 319,

ALl quict during the night, Nothing to report during the day,
Dive-bombers and fightcr-bombers could not take off owing. to
the soft condition of grbund on airficlds,

ailr reconnaissance reported o grcat inercase in the numbcr of
tented: camps bctwocn Wadi- maurun and Cairo,

MaJor-Gcncral Gause, Chief of Staff Panzer Lrmy, was sent to
Germany on convalescent lcave until 20 November, — His duties
were taken over by Coloncl Jesiphal,

Panzer Army Headguarters rcquested 0.K.H, to send over recinforced
L7th Infontry Regiment by the ‘beginning of November
(scc Anloge 148)

In addition, it wos rbquestcd that replacements for 47th Infantry
chlmcnt's deficiencics in porsonnul, naterial ~nd vehicles be
sent up by the beginning of November (Appendix 149).

Towards 09,00 hours the C-in-C flew to Mcrsa Matruh for a
discussion with the Pavia Division Commnandcr and to check
defenece measures and installations, He gave orders for
the ring of mineficlds to bc left around Mcrsa Matruh,

In vicy of a report by the commander of the Pavia Infantry
Division, Italian ..dvanced G.H.Q. Libya was rcqucsted to state
whether the division's deficicncies of 15 infantry battalions,
6 batterics, half of the anti-tank force and most of the
signals cquipment would be scnt up by 10 October so that the
Tricste Division could then be relicved, (appendix 150).

Owing %o the scverc shortage of food, Italion..dvanced G,.Il.Q.
Libya was rcquested to provide cscorts for the SS "Anna Maria",
which was soon to leave Benghazi for Tobruk, and for the shlps
in Tripoli carrying food and ammunition on bhc routes to
Benghazi and Tobruk (ipoendix 150) -

Daily rcport to 0.K.H. (appendix 151),

5 Octdbér, 1942

Weather: cloudy, occasional
rainstorms
Temp, ¢ 28°C

Nothing t%*fcpoft during the night., A1l quict during the day
along thc wholc front, _ S

According to a prisoner's statement, the British 51st Division
rclieved the 9th asustralian Division on the northern scector
tro dhys 8g0e

is o result of heavy falls of rain the Tobruk - Mbrsu Matruh
roilway linc was cut-at several places for ab.ut 3 days and
the water pipe-lince to E1 Daba put out of action for 3
weeks by the destruction of the pumping station.

Bnemy rceconnaissance with tanks and armourcd cars was inten—
sificd along the front. German and Italian tanks were
thercfore also ordercd to carry out battlc rcconnaissance,
Lfrica Corps and 20 Corps werc modc respénsible for battle
rcconnaissancce by armoured patrols in the 10 and 21 Corps
scehors, Patrols to consist of German and Italian tanks.
(for similar order to H,Q's sve Apoendix 152),
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5) Owving to the lack of Italian escorts for shipping along the North
African cquu, several vessels with large cargoes of food were
held up in Tripoli, This resulted in a severe shortage of food
at Panzcr Arﬂy aad Panzer Armj Heaaquartor hvrcfore roqueutcd

'Gmploy Gcrman m;ne-swecper - and E—boats for escort dutlcs on the
North African coast as a temporary mcasure (Avpendix 153),

6) During the period 20 September - 1 October personnel replacements
totalling 12 officers and 1,270 NCOs and mcn werce flowm over,
i.e, a daily average of 1 officer and 106 NCOs and men, This low
number hardly compensated for the incrcascd number of sick cascs
rcsulting from the bad condition of hcalth at that time. The
following rcquests wiere 'made to the C-in-C South in view of the
continued daily decrcasc in the alrecady extremely low battlce
strength:

a).  to fly over thc 10th, 11th and 12th first line reinforccment
battalions standing by in Greece as quickly as possible,

b) to achicve a monthly air -transport quota of persomnel replace-
ments totalling 9,000 men (not including men returning from
lcave), .

c) to fly over in addition commodities in short supuly, at that
time fat, (Appendix-154), -

7) Orders issued by the C-in-C

a) Enemy patrols will be allowed to approach as closc as pos 31ble
and will then be cut-off-and taken ‘risomer or destroycd by
firc,

b) Intensificd ground rccomnais sance will be carried out in aoll
sectors in order ‘o identify cncmy units at the front,”
(Apocndix 155).

8) Daily rcport to 0.K.H, (ippendix 156).
6_October, 1942

Weather: oloudy, qunutorm
Tenrp, ¢ 30° . :

1) On the cvening of 5 October and during the night 5/6 October encray
rcconnailssoancce raids, soic of them in comvany strength, at
Ruweisat and Deir Uma Khawabir were reuulsed with heavy encny
losscs, A numbcr of prisoncrs were taken. German losses -
were slight, ‘

During the day intensificd cnemy air opcrations with a large
numbcr of flnnmcr and bomber attacks werc carried out along the
whole of the front,

7th Indian Infantry Briagde - probably under comnand 5th Indian
Division - was again identified at Ruwcisat ridge.

2) At 18,00 hours air rcconnaissance reported 350 vehicles, including
about 50 tanks, moving westwards on the coastal road, the head
of the column being at Hamman,

3)  Supply situation:

a) Tuels

Total stocks in Africa 8.5 V. S., isc. fuel for 17 dmys
(cUﬂ)lV runs cic,)
/)
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D) Amnunition:

‘Total stocks in Africa 3.5 issucs, not including ammunltlon

- 8%ill roquired (5 cm anti-tank gun 1.5 issues, 5 cm tank
gun 1 issue, 7,5 cm tank gun 1,3 issues, 7,62 cm anti-tank
gun (Ru581an) 2 issues, hcavy fleld howitzer 13 1,8 issues).

c) Food:

. Extremcly bad, TFood situation very dlfflcult owing to thc

"~ lack of a number of particularly important basic types.,
No Tat whatsocver available, Flour supplics will last
for another 11 days with the reduccd bread ration,
Vegetables, fruit - lemons in particular - and fruit jam
ctc, not available at all or in very short supply,  The
conscquences arc under-nourishment, greatly rcduced
cfficicncy and a high rate of sickness (see daily report)

On h Octdber Italian Navy Headquarters closod Tobruk harbour to
all in-coming and out-going ships, Comando Suprcmo wos
.-requested to remove thls restriction immediately (scec dally
report) :

The reorganis ation of Army srtillery was carricd out in
raccordance with O0,K.E, General Staff, Arimy - Organisation .
Department (I) order No. 4234/42 (Secrct) of 13 Scptember,1942,
Regiments and batterits assumcd the new dLSlgnatlons as frmn
6 October, :

-Daily roport.to 0.K.H. (Appendix 157),

{ October, 1942

Weather: wlgdy, some cloud
Temp, & 257G~

Nothing to ruoort during the might, During thc day the enemy
carried out a largc number of xlghucr—boﬁbpr and. bomber attacks
over the front,  Apart from this the front vras quicts

Alr recomnaissance produced no reporti-on the whereabouts of the
300 vchicles and 50 tanks rewortcd moving westwards along the
coastal road at 18,00 hours on 6 Octobor,

Encmy situation:  8%h Army had 13 and 30 Corps at the front
with 10 Corps probably in the rear area,  In all, these Corps
disposcd of the following formations:

3 arnourod divisions,

1 Army armourcd brigadc,
-8 infantry divisions and -

4. independent brigades.

There was no definite information available on first line units
still in the Delta area and these were cstimated ats |

1 armoured division and
2 infantry divisions,

It was assumed that all the divisions at the foont had mcanwhile
been brought up to full strength with personnel.and materiasl
rcplacements,  The number of tanks was estimated at 800 -
900,  The British 8th Army has therefore at least regained,
if not surpasscd, the strength it had at its dlsPosal before
the Axis offensive in May. |

/The
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The bringing up of infantry and tank reinforccments, the increasing
activity by thc R.A.P,, the moving forward of supply dumps and the
establishment of an advanced Army Battle Headquarters (in the
arca 20 km south-west of Hamman) . indicatcd that a British .
offensive would soon be launched,  Agents reports to this cifcet
reccived by irmy Headquarters were thercefore confirmed to a
ccrtain cxtent,

3)  The C-in-C and acting Chicf of Staff drove to 21st Panzer Division,
where a discussion took place with the G.0.C. Africa Corps and
10 Corwns end thc commander of Ramcke Brigadc.  The following
points werc raiseds

a) The nceessity of intensified rcconnaissance by patrols and
scouting raids with tanks,

b)  Advanced strong-points and battlc outposts to be further
consolidatcd and fortified as a dcfensive measurc against
cnemy reconnaissance operations,  Arca of main cffort on
10 Corps scctor, R

c) Probablc dircction of an cnemy offensives

IS

an) along the constal road,
bb) in the large new mine-belt (Deir ¢l Qatani),
ce) at and to the séuth of Deir ol MUnaésib,

dd) on the Asouthcrn flank (unlikely),

Fluid commend, manocuvranle and versatile artillery and good
comaunications form the basis of a successiul dcfecncec,

d) Reorgonisation of Panzer army (dcployment in depth of front-
linc Infontry Corps) %o be corricd out in spite of the
20ssibility of an.immincent cnemy offcensive,.

¢)  G.0.C. 10 Corps statcd that the gap buticen Battle Group
Hucbner (Ramckc Brigade) and the northern flank of the
folgorc Division at Deir ol'Munassib must be gloscd,

4)  The restriction ca the usc of Tobruk harbour was lifted on the
inorning of 7 October, This mcasurc was taken following minc-
laying a% the harbour cnitrance by British bombers and submarincs,
I¢ was nccessary to clcar a channel,

5) Italian Advanced G,.H.Q, Libya reporited that the escort vesscls
requested by Fanzer Army Headquarters had arrived apd the food-
ships in Bonghozi would lcave immediately (Lippendix 158).

6) In view of the Panger Army Headquarters daily report of 6 October,
Quartcrmastcr Genersl in Rome .roquested that all shioping spacc
be uscd for supplics and that vehicles be carricd as deck cargo
only. In thc opinion of the Q.M.G. in Rome, this was the only
way of alleviating the critical supply situations  Hovever, this
wouid mean virtually discontinuing transportation of vehicles as

~only a fev could be carricd on deck at way given time.

Panzer army Headquartcrs cxpressed ids opinion of this (ippondix
159) and again pointed out that as had alrecady been reported many
times, approximately 30,000 tons of supplics (including 9,000 tons
of ammunition, 12,000 tons of fucl and 6,000 tons of fbodj would
have to be scent cvery month if the North Africa thecatre of
operations werce o be successfully maintainecd, Thig demand must
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not be rcfused, The, fucl situation was very strained,
armunition stocks werc complctely inadequate end the food
situation had rcached an unprccedented low level, The
vehicle and sparc parts situztion, including tyres, was also
very alarming, Panzer Army dcmands werc oncc again set
down in dectail:

a) Approximatcly 30,000 tons of supplics to be sent over
monthly (including 12,000 tons of fucl, 9,000 tons of
armuni tion and 6,000 tons of food).

b)  Maximum numbcr of vchicles for carrying supplics and troops
to be scent over monthly.

c) Personncl rcplaccments approximating at least 9,000 men and
urgently necded equipncnt to be flown over monthly.
The German Gencral in Rome was rcquested to makce immediate
arrangements with Comando Suprcmo for the allocation of
the required shipping space (upnendlx 1 59a) .

An order was 1ssued to clarify unccriaintsy regarding the
subordination of 3rd, 33rd and 580th Rcconnaissance Units,
(Lppendix 160),

The rcconnaissance units wwrce operationally under dlreot
comnand ifmy Headquarters.  army supplics to be issued
through army Hoadgquarters and unit supplics and velfare to
be in the hahds of 15th Riflc Brigade,

On 6 and 7 October 2 ships arrived at Benghazi carrying
approximately the following cargo:

460 tons of fuel

300 touns of ammunition

700 tons of food.
Daily report to 0,K.H., (appendix 161).

8 0ctober, 1942

Weather: fine in morning,

drifting sand in afturnoon.

.. ‘I‘Cmp. H 8000

Nothing to rclﬁort during the night, ° Only isolated fighter-
bomber and bomber attacks swerc carried out during the day.

4T 09.30 hours the C-in-C discussed the following points with

G.0.C.. 21 Corps, and commanders of 90th Light Division, 16Lth
Light Division, 15th Panzer Division and Littorio irmoured
Division:

a)  Appreciation of the situation:

There are indications that an cncmy offcensive is imminent,
It is belicved that i this event the enemy will attack
along the entirc front., Extensive ecnemy rcconnaissance
‘activity on the southcrn sector indicates that the main
~effort will be madc between Ruweisat and Himcimat.
However, an attack in some strength on both sides of
the coastal. road is also poss:.blc. Extcnsive
rcconnaissance of passability- in the Quattara Depression
supports. the belicfe that an attack in any strength on
‘the southern flank of the irmy is improbable, - A
landing may bc madc simultaricously cast of Sollum, but

o / but
RRESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

-4 -

there are no indications abpresent that an early
attack will be made from the desert on our extended
southern flank,

b) Intensification of our reconnaissance activity, Ihprovement
of opportunities for observation.

c) Consolidation of the fortified front held by 21 Corps and
164th Light Division,

d) More ecconomical use of ammunition (see also para. 3).
e) Welfare for troops,

3) Order to all hcadquarters regarding cconomy in the use of
ammunition owing to the strained ammunition situation.
(Appendix 162), :

L) As a result of a conversation between the C-in-C and G.0.C, 10
Corps on 7 October, the following order was issued to 10: Corps,
20 Corps and Pavia Division, (Appendix 163): -

a) One battalion of Pavia Division to be placed temporarily
under command 10 Corps as reinforcements and will be
moved to 10 Corps by 20 Corps transport immediately,

b) After Pavia Division has been reinforced with 3 more
battalions and 6 batteries it will be brought up to
10 Corps to relieve Trieste Division between 10 end
12 October, 4An order on this subject will follow,

5) In view of the difficult food situation of the Panzer Army
mentioned in the daily report of 6 October, Marshal Barbasetti
- offered to make part of the required food and fat available
from the stocks of Italian idvanced G.H, Qe Libya as a temporary
aid, (Appendix 164), The C-in-C expressed his appreciation
_of this offer of assistance (Apyendlx 165)

6) With reference to the allocation of 36 super-heavy projectors and
crews requested by Panzer Army on 2 October, 0,K,H, General
Staff,. Airmy - Organisation Department stated that heavy
projectors Mk.41 could not be sent at that time owing to -

~ shortage of ammunition, - However, 9th Nebelwerfer Battalion
'(15 cm progectors) was available for ranzer Army and would be
sént over as soon as the transport situation permitted,

7 Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippendix 166)

Situation map (Appondlx 167)

o . '9 Octdber 1942

Weather: .Cloudy
Pemp.: . 27°C

1) All quiet during the nighte On 8 and 9 October air reconnaissance
' observed.large-scale vehicle movements on the southern and central
sectors, It appeared that reinforcements were being brought up.
(Artillery fire along the entire front was much heavier than on
' preceding days, Isolated flghter—bomber and bomber attacks were
made on troops in the front areae

/2)
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2) During the day strong bomber formations with fighter escort made
12 attacks on advanced bases for fighters and reconnaissance
aircraft, 25 enemy aircraft were shot down by German

 fighters, 16 by Italian fighters and 7 by A.A, It is believed
that a number’of other aircraft were shot:dowm by the Luftwaffe,
. Acge andiground troops. Axis losses were slight,

3)  The C-in-C and Q.M.G. flew to Derna and Benghazi to inspect rear-
- ward Army installations in’ Cyrenaica, Lieutenant General von
Thoma, G.0.C. Africa Corps, took over commend of the iArmy during
his absence,

4) An order was issued to Pavia Division and Special Formation 288
regording the relief of the Pavia Division and the taking over
of the Mersa Matruh sector by Special Formation 288,
(Appendix 168), ‘ ' -

Reinforced Special Formation 288 was %o report that it had taken
over the sector by 18,00 hours.on 12 October, Deployment in
.. the coastal ssctor and plan of defence to. be submitted to

" Panzer Army Headquarters by 15 October,

5) An order was issued to Pavia Division, 10 Corps and 20 Corps
~.. regarding: the relief of Trieste Motorised Division by Pavia
Division (.\ppendix 169), :

Pavia Division to be moved to 10 Corps' by 20 Corps ‘transport by
17 October, Trieste Motorised Division, without the 10 cm
howitzer badbery subordinated to 10 Corps, to be withdrawn
fram the fortified front and transferred to the area on both
sides of el Dgba -after the arrival of the whole of the Pavia
Division, Accommodation to be. arranged with 90th Light
Division, . After withdrawal the.division wes to be under
. ~direct comand Panzer Army Headquarters and was instructed
to cooperate with 90th Light Division, : .
6)", C-in~C South reportcd that the 9,000 men required for Africa
"7 might still be brought over during the month of October,

(Appendix 170),

7)° The Projector. Experimehtal Detachment under Lieutensnt
‘Scheidtweiler equipped with 4 15 cm and 4 28 am projectors
arrived at el Daba and was subordinated to Scnior Artillery
Commander. Africa as -auxiliary "Proﬁpctor Battery Africa,
(Appendix-171), Co L - :

0.K.H. Chief of Army Equipment and Diregtqr. eneral Training -
General army Branch Imspectorate 9 instructions of 8 October
ordered thg return to Germany of projector detachments for "
the formation of a new projector'unit (tropical).  Panger
Army Headquarters, stressing the extremely difficult sea and
air transport situation; reqhested that the projector '
demonstration detachment and its equimment remain in‘kfrica,
and that personncl and equipment still required by it Be
flown over to Africa,

8) Commenting on the daily report of 6 bctdber, Cemando 'Supremo
'stated that it was plammed to send 33 supply ships from Italy
during the month: October, = 9,300 tons of fuel would still be
sent over during October, and this figure might be increased
by the employment of another tanker, . Comardo Supremo
attributed the critical supply situation to heavy losses at
sea, During September alone 9 ships with about 22,000 tons
of supplies were sunk,.

S /Escort
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Escort vessels to enable coastal shipping to operate again were
already on the way to Africa (Appendix 172),

9) ' Daily report to 0,K.H, (Appendix 173).

10 October, 1942

Weather: cloudy in morning,
some rain in af'ternoon, -
Temp: 28, 5°¢

1) A1l quiet during the night, Jpart from slight artillery fire and
small-scale cnemy air activity, nothing of particular importance
occurred during the day,

2) The German General at the Headquarters of the Italian irmed Forces
reported that Field Marshal Keitel had written to Marshal
Cavallero and, by order of the Fuchrer, made an urgent request
that cvery means be employed to improve the supply situation of
the German troops in North ifrica as quickly as possible,

Field Marshal Keitel stressed the necessity of sénding emmunition
required, particularly anti-tenk ammunition, and also of
replenishing used stocks of food, It was also nccessary to
make available the escort vessels required for the transportation
by sea of stocks in Tripoli and Benghazi (Appendix 17.),

3)  GC-in-C South received on request the following situation report by
-radios (Appendix 175) '

Enemy Situation: The presumed move-up of reéinforcements on the
. southern and central sectors reported by air reconnaissance and
- yesterday's heavy air attacks on advanced airfields ‘support the
Army view that a British offensive may soon be launched, The
- enemy will need at least 3 - L days 'to bring up artillery and
troops for the attack, Army believes that the main effort will
be made on the front south of Ruweisat and probably in the area
on both sides of the coastal road as well, Owing to the :
condition of the terrain, an attack in any strength on the
southern flank is improbable, All defcnsive measurcs have been
taken, The following factors present disadvantages for the
conduct of defensive operations;

8) Low ammunition and fucl stocks,

b) Mineficld defences in the southern sector, which are still _
inadequate,

4) In a signal to Panzer Army Headquarters, Marshal Barbasetti
reported that as a result:of the reference to the reduction of
the bread ration in the daily report of 6 Qctober he had
already made arrangements for the flour required to be delivered
from Italian stocks, Any future reduction of the bread ration
would apply to both Italian and Germen troops, He also asked
that any other requests regarding food be madé known to the
Italian Army Service Corps, which would do everything in ifs

power to be of assistance (\ppermdix 176),

5) Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appendix 177).

11_October, 1942 | P

Weather; fine
Temp: - 30%

1) 411 quiet during the night. There was heavy enemy artillery fire
on the central and northern sectors during the day, Enemy air
activity was slight, o /2)
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The C-in-C returned from his flight to inspect rear Army Services
in Cyrenaica, He inspected port installations at Benghazi,
the convalescencecentre at Appolonia and the field hospital and
port at Derna, On the return journey he discussed the
following points with Marshal Barbasetti at Ain el Gazalas

a) Increased use of coastdl shipping.

b) Supply situation: improved by cooperation between the
German and Italian Army Service Corpse

c) Bringing Pavia Division up to strength,

d) Workmen for the construction of a road to the front:
Italian Advanced G.H.Q. Libya cannot make available more
*  than the 300 front-line workmen already dispatched,

e) Vehicle replacements to fill 20 Corps establishment: not
possible at present owing to shortage of vehicles,

f) Artillery Commender for Mersa Matruh: Marshal Barbesetti
promised that an artillery. commander would be detailed,

Furthermore thu Italian Advanced G,H.Q. Libya Artillery
Commander- would came up to the front during-the next
few days and endeavour to replace any personnbl
deficiencies in Italian artillery batteries,

In view of the recent increase in air attacks on the port of
Benghazi, a request was sent to C-in-C South for 10,5 cm
Acie guns and a mine-locating aircraft to clear the harbour
of enemy mines, ’ :

Field Marshal Rommcl stated in a signal thats

a) Projectors were not to be used for the time being, but
were to be held back as a surprise,

b) The bulk of fuel supplies was to be held near the front,
Fuel was not to be held in the rear (Cyrenaica) unless
protection by German troops was assured against
paratroops ete. (Appendix 178).

Special Formation 288 moved into the Mersa Matruh area,

Daily report to 0.K.H.:(ippendix 179);

12 October, 1942

Temp.: 3090-

All quiet during the night, Nothing of particular importance
occurred during the day, Intensified enemy ground
reconnaissance was camrled out on the southern flank,

At 18,00 hours Special Formatlon 288 took over command of the
Mersa Matruh sector from Pavia Divisicn,

During the night 12/13 October Pavia Division began to rellcve

Trieste Division and regrouping in the southern sector
commenced, . .
/3) -
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3) In view of the discussion on supply and the allocation of weapons
and tanks oonducted by Lieutenant Berndt by order of Field
Marshal Rommel (Appendix 180), Panzer Army Headquarters
requested that the following ve sent:

a) one heavy and one light Nebelwerfer regiment each with 9
batteries,

b) 300 smoke generators,

¢) 500 mine detectors (sec Panzer Army Headquarters signal
Ia/Eng. of 12 October),

d) 500 machine-guns Mk, 42,

e) 1,800 discharger cups with a corresponding number of
rifle grenades,

) specialist personnel to refit tanks with long-barrelled gun,
In addition, the following information was rcquested:

a)  when will the 4O Mk,III tanks and 4O "Tiger" tanks provided
for 90th Tank Battalion and 614th Light Division be
available?

b) how many 8.8 cm guns with tractors can be allocated ?
(Appendix 180a) :

k)  A.Q.M.G, in Rome, Major Weller, reported to C-in-C on the supply
and transport situation at that time;

a) Only L large fast-moving ships and 7 - 8 large but slow-
moving ships are availasble for the transportation of
supplies, ' The fast-moving ships can turn round once
a month, but the slow-moving ships depend on the
availability of escort vessels, :

b) It is intended to send the following supplies during the
month of October:

8,435 tons of fuel,
3,185 tons of anmmunition,
6,700 tons of food,

c) It is believed that 5 new motor vessels and 3 war transports
may be put into service to move supplies to Africa in
November, At pressnt 5 large ships are being repaired
ond it is not known when they will be serviceable ogain,

In the case of the proposed purchase of French ships, it
will not be known until November how long it will be before
these ships too have to go into dock for repair,

d) Methods of relieving the situation: At present C-in-C South-
East has 4 ships at his disposal for the transfer of 22nd
Adrborne Division to Crete, Discussions are in progress
to release these vessels for the Italy - Crete - Africa
supply route,

e) A further 3 ships have been detailed for the transportation
of 3 Italian Divisions to Tripolitania
(2 Infantry Divisions to Tripolitania and 1 3
Armoured Division to Benghazi)s  However, if these divisions
should not be transferred, the vessels could be used to carry
supplies to Africa (Appendix 480b),
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In a letter to C-in~C, C-in-C South expressed appreciation on
behalf of the Luftflotte for the condolences of Panzer Army
on the loss of Captain Marseille on 30 September
(4ppendix 181), ~

Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippendix 182),

13 October, 1942

Weather: fine

‘Temp, ¢ 31°¢

All quiet during the night, Normal cnemy artillery harassing
fire and slight enemy air activity during the day,

General Predieri, Commander of the Brescia Infentry Division,
drove over a mine and was killed, C~in-C expressed to
Marshal Cavallero, Marshal Barbasetti and ¢,0.C. 10 Corps
the deep sympathy felt by himself and by the German troops,

Situation report to Field Marshal Rommel (Appendix 183),

The German General with the Headquarters of the Italian Armed
Forces in Rome reported extracts of Marshal Cavallero!s
reply to Field Marshal Keitel, Marshal Cavallero promised
to do everything in his power to bring sbout an improvement
in the supply situation in Africa (Appendix 18y),

On 11 October SS "Una" carrying 150 tons of fuel and other
supplies was sunk by a submarine, In addition,
SS "Tergestea" (cargo: 240 tons of ammunition, 1,003 tons
of food and 4O vehicles) was demaged by an aerial torpedo
while en route for Africa and had to make for a Greek porte

Daily report to 0.K.H, (ippendix 185),

14 October, 1942

Weather: fine
Temps 3290

All quiet during the day and night, Nothing to report,

C-in-C, accompanied by Colonel Westphal, drove to Africa Corps
where the possibilities of a counter-attack by formations of
Africa Corps and 20 Corps in the event of an enemy
penetration into the main defence zone werc discussed with
G.0.,C, Africa Corps;

&) on both sides of Deir el Munassib and to the south,

b)  on both sides of el Ruweisat,

c) on and south of the coastal road.

Daily report to 0.K,H. (Appendix_186)'.

15 October, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp. : 319

All quiet during the night, Nothing of importance occurred along
the entire front during the day, Enemy air activity was slight,
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Photographic air reconnaissance showed that the number of
vehicles at the front had increased from 10,000 to 12 OOO
-since 17 September,

Africa Corps was ordered to submit a report by 25 October on the:
measures prepared and the proposed conduct of operations in the
event of the expected British offensive in accordance with the
verbal instructions given by G-in-C on 14 October (Appendix 187).

Daily report to O.K.H, (Appendix 188),
Seen at Army Battle Headquarters
on 17 October, 1942 by the Acting
Commander-in-Chief's

Sturme - General

16 October, 1942

Weather: windy in morning, sandstorm in
afternoon, gusts of wind reaching
80 km p.h,

Temp, ¢ 340

All quiet during the night, Early morning air reconnaissance
observed a slight reinforcement on the southern sector, Owing
to a very strong sandstorm, there was no activity along the
entire front during the day,

At 0700 hours C-in-C flew to Giarabub and Siwa to inspect troops
and defence installations,

In answer to a Panzer Army request of 13 October, 0.K.,W, Amt
Ausland Abwehr decided to leave the von Koenen Comnany in
srica for the time being, The company would be brought
back as soon as the transport situation permitted, |

]

Movement Control, Africa reported that a transportation schedule
could not be drawn up owing to the uncertainty of the shipping
situation at that time (Apvendix 189).

Marshal Cavallero reached a decision regording the employment of
tankers; provision was made for the transportation of 7,500
tons of fucl during October,

According to a report by Q.M.G., Rome of 12 October, it was intended
to bring over 8,435 tons,

In reply to tn inquiry from Fanzer Army, O, K,W, stated that a
decision regarding the appointment of a German representative
for German merchant shipping in the Mediterranean and of a
director of German supply transport in the Mediterranean would
not be reached until after the proposed tour to Italy by the
German Director of Shipping, Gauleiter Kaufmann, had been
concluded (Jppendices 189a and 190),

Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appendix 191).

17 October, 1942

Weather: strong gusts of wind,
sandstorm, rainy
Temp. ¢ 25.50¢

Owing to a heavy sandstorm, the entire front was quiet during the

Ay /)
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2) A further examination of air reconnaissance photographs
obtained on 13 October showed that there were 13,400 enemy
vehicles at the front. This indicated an increase of about
5,400 vehicles since 17 September, However, the enemy will
probably succeed in covering a much greater reinforcement by
effective camouflage as was done last year at Tobruk,

3) On the southern sector (10 Corps) the relief of the Trieste
Motorised Division by Pavia Infantry Division has been

completed, Trieste division moved into the new area around
el Daba.

Reorganisation on the southern sector (dispersal of the front in
depth) was continued,

4) In reply to a Panzer Army request to 0,K,H, Chief of Army
Equipment and Director General of Training that to save wear
and tear on vehicles only M/T drivers with at least 500
kilometres driving cxpcerience be sent to Panzer Army Head-
quarters, 0,K.,H, Chief of J\rmy Equipment and Director General
of Training stated that this could not be done owing to the
lack of fuel in Germany., 4s a compromise, only convalescents
from mobile formations would in future be sent to Africa as
replaccments,

5) Commenting on a report from Q,M.G. Rome of 15 October that a
maximum of 200 vehicles could be sent over during October,
Ponzer Army Headquarters pointed out that this was only a
stopgap mcasure and that as from November at least 500
vehicles wauld have to be sent again, The condition of
supply routes was wearing out troop and supply vehicles to
such an extent that unless adequate vehicle replacements were
provided, the mobility of Panzer Army and the ability to
move supplies up to the front would be jeopardised
(Appendix 192).

6) C-in-C returned from Giarabub and Siwa at 19,00 hours,

7) In view of a request from Panzer Army Headquarters, 0,K,H,
Chief of Army Equipment and Director General of Training
decided that the smoke unit demonstration detachment
(Lieutenant Scheidtweiler) and its vehicles and equipment

, should be withdrawn immediately, as otherwise the ability
of the proposed projector unit ztropical) to operate in
the ficld would be prejudiced, ‘

Panzer \rmy Headquarters thercupon again requested 0,K,H. General
Staff, Army - Organisation Department to lcave the
Scheidtweiler detachment in Africa stressing the' difficult
transport situation in the Mediterrancan arca,

8) Fuchrer.order No.1 regarding battle and ration strengths was
passed on to subordinate headquarters (Appendix 192a),

9) Daily report to 0.K.H. (ippendix 193),

18 October, 1942

Weather; fine
Temp, ¢ 309

1)  Nothing to report during the night, There was lively cnemy
artillery harassing fire along the ‘entire front during the
day and average enemy air activity,
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In canpliance with the Army order for deployment in depth in the

main defence zone, rcorganisation was commenced in the northern
sector (21 Corps),

General Ferrari Orsi, G,0,C. of Italian 10 Corps, was killed by a

mine at the front, The 4cting C-in-C sent a message of sympathy
on behalf of Panzer Army to Marshal Cava lero and Marshal Barbasetti,

In view of the desertion to the British by 7 Istrian soldiers of
Slav descent belonging to the Brescia Division (confirmed by
captured enemy documents - see Appendix 194), Panzer Army urged
Italian fdvanced G,H.Q. Libya to transfer Istrians with front-line
units to rear services or to the rear defence zone, replacing them
with troops of pure Italian descent (Appendix 195).

Daily report to 0.K.H.(Appendix 196),

19 October, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, : 27.5°C

A1 quiet during the night, During the doy there was lively artillery
harassing fire, particularly on the southern sector, Enemy fighter-
bombers and bombers ‘in s ome strength made attacks on advanced air
bases and the railway, 2 locomotives were damaged by bombs, In
addition, an ineffective attack was made on Tobruk harbour,

C-in-C drove to the funeral of G.0,C. 10 Gorps, General Ferrari Orsi,
Report on supply situaticn to O.K.H.:

a) Fuel: Total stocks 3,900 cubic metres = 5,5, V.S, Will last for
about 11 days at the present average daily rate of consumpticn,
4 serious shortage is threatened owing to”the tanker "Panuco"
being torpedoed, This vessel should have arrived at Tobruk
on 20 October with about 3.5 V.S. (2,600 tons of fuel). Fuel
brought over from 1 - 18 October totals 679 cubic metres as
compared with a consumption of 4,66# cubic metres during the
same periods No more economy measures are possible,

b) dmmunition: Continued improvement owing to supplies being sent
over and the strictest economy in expenditure, Transportation
by suhmarine and aireraft has particularly relieved the anti-
tank ommunition situation, Total stocks sbout 4 issued,
including 2,7 - 3,3. issues in the battle area, Exceptions:
anti-tenk ammunition 1.5 - 2 issues, héavy 10 cm gun 3.5 issues,
heavy 13-cm, field howitzer 2,3 issues, 21 cm mortan 3,1 issues,

c) Food: Slight improvement, It was possible to restore some cuts
made in raticns and, in particular, the bread ration was brought
up to 500 grammes again, Present stocks in Africa will last
for about 21 days., . shortage of flour, lemons and supplementary
rations still exists,

d) Vehicle situation; Extreme shortage of tyres, spare parts and
stores, About 30% of all vehicles in repair, The lack of
trained personnel is particularly acute,

e) The recent bad weather scriously affected water supplies owing
to newly-drilled srpings being filled in with mud and the
destruction of recently constructed water pipe-lines,
Ccnsequently, wells further to the rear have to be used,
which neccssitates long journcys,
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f)  Transport conditions: As a result of damage by rainfall,
enemy attacks and a high breakdown-rate, the capacity of
‘the railway has decreased considerably, The operation
of coastal barges is very irregular, For these reasons
the greatest use must be made of M.,T. (Appendix 199).

With regard to a Pangzer Army Headquarters request on the subject
of the monthly transportation rate of 30,000 tons of supplies
for Panzer Army (Appendix 159a) sent to the German General in
Rome on 8 October, OKW/Armed Forces Operational Staff replied
that an investigation revesled the numerical ratio of German
and Itelian troops in Africa as spproximately 91,000 to
146,000 respectively, The existing rate of German and Itaiian
supply was in the proportion of 1 : 1 and, in view of the sbove
numerical r atio, it would not be possible to change this ,
proportion to the advantage of the German troops, The total
rate of supplies required for the German-Italisn Pangzer Army,
including constant replenishment of stocks held in Africa,
amounted fo an average of 20 - 30,000 tons (per month) to be
transported by sea, The maximum rate of supplies to cover
current requirements amounted to 20,000 tons, including
vehicles, guns etc., and thus 30,000 tons of supplies per month
for the whole of Panzer Army should be adequate (Appendix 197),

Army Order of the Day re death of G.0.C, Italian 10 Corps,
General Ferrari Orsi (Appendix 198), .

Daily report to 0.K,.H. (AppendiX.199).

20 October, 1942

Weather: fine
Temp, 3 30°¢

Nothing to report during the night, There was lively eremy
artillery harassing fire along the entire front during the
day. = German artillery bombarded enemy battery positions
with good effect, There was a noticeable increase in enemy
vehicle concentraticns in the Deir el Ragil - Deir el Risw
arca,

There has been a considerable increase in R, AJF, activity
recently, Advanced air bases and troops at the front were
attacked by strong formations on 20 October,  inenemy
fighter-bomber attack was made on a Germen main dressing
station marked with the Red Cross, Casualties were caused
and the operation tent was destroyed, In 2ll, 30 enemy
aircraf't were shot down by German mnd Italian fighters and
a further 6 by A,A. Prisoners statement s confirmed the
expectation of intensified énemy air operations in the caning
moonlit nights particularly by low-flying aircraft, Army
therefore ordered that troops again be instructed to fire
every available weapon against all low-flying oircraft,
(Appendix 200),

The re-organisation ordered on 29 September (Appendix 134) was
carried out in full on the southern sector by 10 Corps and
up to the coastal sector on the northern front by 21 Corps,
Work in the latter sector could not be completed by the time
ordered (20 October) owing to the lack of engineers and re-
organisation in this sector will probably be completed by
26 October,
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By the time this re-organisation was completed the originally
planned mining operations were also practically finished, From
5 July to 20 October 1942 German and Italian engineers installed:

26k.,348 Tellerwand Schuh mines,

In addition to these, there were the captured enemy mlneflelds in
the fortified front (Deir el Shein and Bab el Qattara and also
on the new southern front) with about 181,000 mines of all types,
In all, mines installed on the Alamein front totalled:

145,358 (all types).

Further plans for extending mine defences in depth in the main
defence zone and for increasing the numbers of mines in fields
could not be carried out at that time owing to a shortage of
mines (.\ppendix 201),-

In-a supplement to the dally réport of 19 October, Army agaln
stressed the extremely -serious fuel situation, With the loss of
the tanker "Panuco"fuel stocks would fall to 3 V.S: by 25 October,
when the next tanker was due to arrive, 1 V,S. was held in
Benghazi, and by the even1ng_pf125 October only another 2 V,S,
would be available in the area east of Tobruk, In thé event of
an enemy attack thcre Would be some doubt about the mobility of
German troops as & V.S. was being used every day'merely to move
current supplies, Panzer Army Headquarters therefore reguested -
the German General in Rome to make every effort at Comando Supremo
to arrange for a tanker to sail immediately for Tdbruk
(Appendix 202),

C-in-C demanded that 10 Corps investigate how 7 soldiers of the
“Brescia Division mamaged to leave the Axis lines during the night
13/14 October unnoticed by their immediate superiors and comrades
and pass unseen through the line of battle outposts to the enemy
positions, Purthermore, C-in-C ordered that suitable measures be
taken to prevent rppctltlon of this occurrence (Appendlces
194,195 and 203) '

G.0. C—o and Divisional Commenders werc again instruicted by C-in-C
to pay particular attention to fortifying the will to resist of
every man in wview of the c¢omimg battle (Appendix 204).

Basic Order No,1 (raising of babtle strengths) was passed on to
subordinate headquarters (Appendlx 205)

In reply to a Panzer Army request of 17 October, 0,K.H,/Organisation
Department decided that the withdrawal of the Demonstration
Detachment of the Schweidtweiler Smoke Unit ordered by 0.,K.H.

Chief of Army Equipment and Director General of Training would not
be carried oute The Detachment would be absorbed by the second
Projector Unit which would be sent to ifrica about 1 February,1943.

Marshal Cavallero thanked C-in-C Panzer Army for condolenccs on the
death of General Ferrari Orsi (Appendix 206),

Daily report to 0.K.H. (iAppendix 207).

20 October, 1942

Weather; fine
Temp: . 31°C

There was lively enemy air activity during the night. Aircraft
bombed and shot up targets at thefront and in rear areas,
’ /During
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During the day enemy artillery harassing.fire Wwas slighter than

on preceding days, but air operations continucd with bomber
and fighter-bomber attacks on troops and advanced air bases,

2) . With reference to 0.K.W/German Armed Forces Operational Staff

.3)

By

1)

Weather: fine in morning,- dfternoon

M (I) report (Appendix 197), Panzer Army Headquarters stated
that the rate of German and Italian supply must be at least
4 3 3.in favour of the German troops for the following
reasonss :

Of the 164,000 Italian” troops in North Africa only 54,000 are
subordinate to the German-Italian Panzer Army, whereas
77,000 men' are subordinate to Italian idvanccd G.H,Q. Libya

- and Italian Higher Command Libya and arc stationed in
Cyrenaica and Tripolitsnia, The remaining 15,000 men belong
to the Italian Navy and Air Force, being stationed in
approximately equal numbers in Egypt and Libya, There are
therefore approximately 90,000 German troops with about
12,600 Army vehicles .in Egypt, i.e. at the front, as compared
with only 62,000 Italian troops with about 3,500 Army
.vehicles, The supply requirements of the German and Italian
troops fighting in Egypt as regards fuel, ammunition, weapons
and: vehicles are incomparably greater than thosc of Italian
forces in Libya with only security duties to perform, In
addition, these forces can procure part of their food supplics

- from the land,

Furthcfmote, the German troops of the'Panzcr’Army require the
following supplies every month to replace current consumption
. .and expenditure:

,6;0@0 tons of food, 8,000‘tohé of fuel, 3,000 tqns.of émmunition,
3,000 tons of weapons and equipment and other supplies and

. 3,000. tons of shipping space for the transportation of

vehicles, guns etce . Thus a total monthly supply of 20,000
tons is not the maximum but the minimum current rcequirement
during so-called quiet periods, During largc-scalc adtions
ammunition and fucl expenditure is considerably greater,

~ Moreover, a basic stock must bc maintained so that fighting
can he continued during:lengthy operations or if sca communi-
cations are temporarily cut., (Appendix 208),

Daily report to O.K;H{ (ippendix 209),

Situation map as on 21 October, 1942 (\ppendix 210), .

22 October, 1942

windy, cloudbursts in places,
Temps, | 29°C

During the night 21/22 October there was lively cnemy patrol and
artillery activity, mainly on the northera sector, Low-flying
aircraft made ineffective night attacks on troops and vehicles
at .the front, I C .

During the day therc was -average artillery and patrol activity
by both sides along the entire front, Enemy fighter-bombers
and bombers continued attacks on troops, advanced air bases
and the coastal road between Sollum and the front. During
‘these operations 2/200 German Main Dressing Station (see daily
report of 20 October) was again attacked by 8 fighter-bombers
from an altitude of sbout 1,000 metres. It is possible that
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the British assume that there is a Headquarters in the immediate
vicinity of the Main Dressing Station owing to Storch aircraft

of the Desert Rescue Staffel without the Geneva Red Cross markings
landing in the area every day, This scems all the more possible
in view of the fact that 2 Storch aircraft without the Geneva
markings landed at thce Main Dressing Station about 2 hours before
the attack on 20 October, Enemy reconnaissance aircraft, which
were seen over the Main Dressing Station at the time, apparently
observed thesc aircraft landing,

In order not to expose the wounded to further air attacks,
Flicgerfuehrer was requested to use only Storch ambulance
aircraf't o move severely wounded troops., Furthermore, Army
ordered all hospital 1nstallatlons to be more clearly marked.
(appendix 211),

The enemy lost a total of 20 aircraft on 22 October,. Of these, 15
were shot dovn by fighters and the rest by ground defence,

The transfer cf the Trieste Division ordered on 9 October was com-
.pleted on 21 Octcber, The entirc division arrived in the new
area on both sides of el Daba and was immediately placed under
command Panzer Army Headquartcers as Army reserve,

The division was instructed to co-operate olosely with 90th Light
Division in coastal defence duties,

In view of a Comando Supremo report that large-scale British naval
operations might be carried out in the Mediterranean, all troops
in coastal areas were ordered to increase alertness,(.Appendix 212),

On completion of regrouping the period of static warfare will be
used to the greatest possible extent. for training, i.e. primarily
by units not in jthe front line, C-in-C provided general directions
to form the basis of divisional training orders,wvhich were the
foundation of tralnlng (4ppendix 213), :

In view of thc many urgent Panzer Army references to the critical
fuel situation (Appendices 199 and 202), Marshal Cavallero ordered
the production of -a fuel transportation programme,  According to

'1H'7th1s, the first tanker (2,500 tons of fuel) was not expected to

arrive at Tobruk before 26 October, i,e, the fuel would not recach
the troops before 29 October, Stocks then held in Africa would
be expended in transporting supplies by about 29 October, C-in-~C
South.was therefore requested to fly over 1,000 tons of fuel from
Greece to Tobruk, temporarily holding up the transportatlon of
personnel (Appendices 214 and 215),

L7th Relnforced Infantry Regiment reported that, commencing on 23
October, it was to.be flown over to Africa, In view of a report
by the regiment that re-organisation had not yét been completed
and that it had deficiencies of over 1,200 men, most of its anti-
tank weapons, artillery and vehicles, .Army requested C-in-C South
‘to. postpone flying the regiment over until it was fully operational.
It was expected to reach this state in the first half of November,
(nppendlx 216),

In a letter to the German General at the Headquarters of the Italian
Armed Forces in Rome, General von Rintelen, the acting C-in-C
expressed his views on the supply problem of the iArmy in Africa,
The main difficulty was in the amount of shipping avd lable and the
lack of escort vessels, Moreover, a Panzer Army Supply staff in
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Rome would undoubtedly provide support for vital demends and

.. an effort to establish a camletely centralised Armed Forces

supply organisation, to which dll three services would be
- well, worthwhile,  General Stumme summed up the Panzer Army

=,n‘supp1y situation at that time as follows: "We are living from
r- hend to mouth; - we fill one gap only to see another open., We
" cannot build up the basic supply which would cnable us to over-

come critical situations thrdugh our own resources and which
allows operational freedom of movement, which is an absolutely
vital necessity for the Army", (Appendix 217),

The Chiéf of the Italidn Liaison Staff at Panzer Army Head-
quarters, General Mancinelli, informed C-in-C that the trans-
portation of 3 more Italian divisions to Tripolitania would

, hot meke eny incursion into the.amount of shipping available

- for Panzer Army, The necessary shipping would be obtained
by economising in the number of vessels used on the Italy -
Sardinia route, C-in-C thereupon replied that this measure
for .economising in the use of shipping should have been

v‘ introduced much earlier to the advantage of Panzer Army: if

* ‘this had been the case, essential supplies could have been
sent to Panzer Army at all times and the critical supply
situation then existing would not kave ocourred,

Daily report to 0.K.H. (Appéndix 218),

23n06tdbér, 1942 iA o

. Apart from lively enemy air activity, nothing of “importance -

occurred during the night' 22/23 October,

here was average enemy nrtillery haréssing fire during the

- days Air reconnaissance observed small-scale movements in a

westerly direction in the area south-of Hammam, Owing to
strong fighter deferice, obscrvation could be made over only
part of the southern area, = No changes were identified., The
enemy resumed his: countless fighter-bomber and bomber attacks
on troops, airfields #nd :the coastal road, 7 enemy aircraft

. were shot down in these operativns, =

" The employment of ‘361st Africa Regiment scuth of Tobruk in

Novémber 1941 and of elements of 164th Light Divisicn at
Alamein in July 1942 after these units had been brought over
by air and sent into action immediztely without the
absolutély essential heavy weapons for tactical operation
. and vehicles for ‘bringing up supplies, proved that the
employment of units in this way was not possible in the desert
. and resulted only in‘heavy losses among “the troops, Panzer
. Army therefore made a requést to Movement Control Africa that
" men being brought over by air be accompanied by machine-guns,
mortars and some of their motor cycles in addition to personal
equipment (light weapons, tent .and 3 blankets apiecé), At the
.same time as the first detachments of men were moved, part of
_the heavy weapons (heavy anti-tank guns, infantry support guns
“and artillery) with the necessary gun-towers ind a motorised
field kitchen per unit should be sent over by sea,
(Appendix 219), ~ - " lo . -
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3) In reply to yesterday's request by Panzer Army that 1,000 cubic metres
of 'fuel by flown over immediately, C-in-C South reported that
100 tons of fuel would be flown to Tobruk on 23 October and
further regular supplics would be sent during the next few days,
Although air transport would have to be used on a considerable
scale, this amount represented only about 30 of the fuel required
by German Panzer Army formations solely for transporting current
supplies, However, bearing in mind that the British offensive
was expected to open at any moment, the state of the fuel situation
at that time meant that the Jrmy did nct have the operational
freedom of movement which was an sbsolute essential (Appendix 220),

L) Towards 20,40 hours a full-scale bombardment opened up suddenly along
the entire front, After same time the fire slackened on the
southern sector, but became even more intense on the northern
sector, After the artillery had been firing for more than an
hour, strong enemy infantry forces supported by tanks attacked on
the northern sector along the road and on a 10 kilometre front to
the south of it. The attack on the coastal road was held up in
front of 125th Penzer Grenadier Regiment positions, but towards
midnight the enemy south of the road succceded in over-running the
line of battle outposts and penetrated the mine-boxes J and L, As
line communications were largely destroyed by the bombardment, very
few reports were received from front-line units,  There was still
no clear picture of the situation towards midnight, but the
unusually heavy artillery fire and the strong attacks being made
at a number of points on fronts of some width indicated that the
expected British offensive against the el Alamain position had
opened,

5) Daily report to 0.K.H., (Appendix 221), ‘

6) Situation map as on 23 October, 1942 (Appendix 222),

Seen at WViener Neustadt on
22 April, 1943

ROMMEL C-in-C
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