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A June 1942

The Army order errives for 1 June, (Army Operations Officer).

A Corps.order (by telephone) based on an Army order is issued for 1 June, that
the Africa Corps is to repulse an expected cnemy tank attack from north z’md
north~cast, and hold itsclf in readiness to move up within 2 hours on a special
order, for a countcr-attack in a geucral dircction north-cast and north, The
supply route through. the minefield at Capuzzo road (Trigh Capuzzo) is to be
guarded by the 21st Panzer Division, Af'tcr the mopping up of the pocket to
the north of Got ¢l Ualeb, salvage units armed with artillery were sent in and
salw.raged.some of our tanks in the forward area west of the Bir Hachcim road
(Trigh Bir Hacheim)., Rcconnaissance Unit 33 is dircctly suberdinated to
Panzer Army Africa,

About 0300 hours, the cnemy supported by tanks attempts an attack from a north-
westerly direction, against a strongpoint of the Brescis Division, A counter=-
thz.'ust carried through in the carly morning hours by units of Panzcr Regiment 8
drives the encmy back into his original pocition, A Mark II is shot up.

The 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions move up to the attack against the cneireled
cnemy.

In the face of tough resistance the attack, supported at 0800 liours by an
effective dive-bomber attack, is making good headway, At the sanme time as
units of the Africa Corps, the 90th Light Division has moved up to the attack
from the south, About 1000 hours the Tricstc Division moves up fror the
south=west, The encirecled cnemy is putting up a stubborn defunce. Part of
the time, individual positions have to be taken dugout by dugout in closc
combat, Because of too vxtonsive fire from the Trieste Division the left
wing of the Africa Corps (I/Panzer Regiment 8) remains at o etandstill znd
doecs ‘not rencw the advance until the firing range has beon shortcned.

21st Panzer Division reports link-up with the north wing of the Tricste Divi-
sion, while at the same time the 15th Panzer Division has madc contact with
the 90th Light Division.,  Thc pocket is overrun and a considorable number of
prisoncrs are being fetched out, It is worth remarking on tho cxecllent
camouflage of the cnemy positions, which were supportced by tanks duy, in,

The Panzer Army Africa is continually informed about the positior.

GOC expresses his admiration to the 15th Panzor Division for the cerrying
through of the attock,

he Africua Corps

In the battle for the encmy positions thu battle cchelon of t
p of Major Block.

distinguished itself in prudence and pluck under the leadershi

Order to 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions to leave behind weak defences on the
field of combat, go back into the positions ordercd and stand in readiness
according to Corps order of 1 June,

During the wholc of the day, enemy air activity was on a remorkably small scals

According to reports picked up, the British at first intended 2 relief attack
from the north against the Africa Corps, but this was not carricd out.

General Nehring is instructed by telephonc by the C, in C, about intwntions Tor
2 June, eand the engagement of the 90th Light Division and thc Prieste Division
to wipe out the cnemy group neer Bir Hacheim, A feint attack towerds tho

east of the Africa Corps rust be carried out to turn the encmy nside, so thot
tenks may be salvaged, The combat group is to stay preparcd for n thrust
towardz the north,

Bocause Gencral Gause is wounded the Chicf of Gencral Steff of the Africa
Corps immedintcly takes over the duties of Chicf of the Genernl Stafy of puuzer
Lrmy Africa,

/2130:
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2130:

0330,

0415,

About
080,

0830:

0845,

2.

Order by telcphone to General Nehring to carry out feint movements with
15th ang 21g¢ Panzer Divisions, Advance towards the north by the

21st Panger Division on special order,

%da.jor Lindemann, 0.C, Flak Battalion 617, takes over the command of the
attle €chelon of the Africe Corps,

2 June 1942

m; .
The night Passes quietly vithout anything of note to report.

Jﬁzhﬁr‘w order arrives, Panzer Army Africa intcnds to attack Blzfr cn
Copre 1 ¥Ath 90t Iight Division and the Trieste Division. The 1cd
OTPs is to make a feint attack towards the east againsi': enemy armoure
580 > 2nd continue the recovery of the booty. Recorman.ssa.ncetﬁompany

.8 subordinated to it. In the aftcrnoon hours of 2 June the

airica Corps is to hold itsclf in readiness to move up in a direction
Fluct et 7

o amar and Hill 209, The feimt attack by the Africa Corpfjted
ho"ards the east npa the advance on Eluet ¢t Tamar are to be suppo

Y Army Artiliery,

&‘der by tc

Reconnns lephone from Operations Officer of Africa Coﬁps d:ga gég.to
the o iesance Corps 580: Reconnaissance Corps 580, subor nated %o
ang Africy Corps, is to cerry out armed reconnaissance towards

ang nGl"th Oy

def
task

~Cast past Bir Harmat, as a feint attack on the enex;‘ﬁezg o1d
St him frop the thrust dirccted against Bir }hch'»o1m. s connad Ssance
(guora Juty at the mine barricr) remains. In the re

:fi*:ﬁnce the mumbor and condition of our unserviccablc tanks will be
ERablisheq gt the same time.
ﬁu;nttl‘* Eroup from each of the 15th end 21st Panzer Divisions (tanks,

, artillery) is engoged fer the advence towards the cast as & decoy

D Moving up at 0700 houre,
Z‘h)e decob' group of the 15th Panzer Division has thrust f‘o:f*war;]; :bout .
1‘5?"3“"!&1"13 the cast and is there coming face to face with heavy gun

o OM the enemy,  Prom the south-east the encmy, in unknown

Ggﬁ;ngth: is reported on the move forwara, In a further ’GhI:U-Sts a _
f‘ir5e fumber of tanks of the decoy group move castwards, Heavy gun

- PCvents any further nrogress of the attack,
?}Qe Dattle group also of the 21st Panzer Division is coming up against
hrong gunfire,
i?\lfmel Bayerlein (Deputy Chief of the Gencral Staff of Panz:rtﬁ:my
Atrio?) Xplains the intention of the Panzor Army Africe that the =
21 +°8 Corpg should move up at 1500 hours to_n.luct ¢t lame t towards
the o lN2er Division in order to block the Via Balbia, from owards
. 5%  An advance group for this undertaking (21st Panza?‘rom
s is to he prepared, so that moving up may b"Stmc‘i as N
ours, A later move of the 15th Panzer DJ.VJ.s:.on.for‘thc dent
oiathening of the south wing of the 21st Panzer Division is depende

% the situation near Bir Hhcheim end with XX (Ttalian) Motoriscd Corps.

The orgey to be ready for merching is given to the 21st Im21zoi‘ g::;:;on’ :
nd 2% 0915 hours the Operations Officers of the 15th and 21s
Uvicions are informed of the intention,

In the course of thu forenoon a sandstorm comes on, which towa.r%gnggon
continyes increasing in strength, Visibility is now scarcely
metres, at timos even less,

/1130:
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On account of the weather 0,C, 21st Panzer Division mekes the proposal not to
move up for the planned undertaking at Eluet et Tamer until about midnight,
because in the sandstorm, marching had to be in very close formation, and there
was danger of units lagging behind, Besides this there was the possibility
that the division might be dispersed by a surprise artillery bombardment.

tn the command of GOC these considerations are brought before the Chief of the
General Staff of Panzer Army Africa by the Operations Officer of the Africa
Corps, Decision of the C, in C. is received by radio,

Order by telephone to 21st Panzer Division to prepare for the undertaking in
the direction Eluet et Tamar so that moving up can be started at 1500 hours.
Before moving up however, a final order from GHQ, Africa Corps is to be
received at 1445 hours,

The Operations Officer of the 15th Panzer Division announces that the division
intends to transfer Panzer Regiment 8 into the present area of Panzer Regiment 5
during an advance by the 21st Panzer Division, in order to be able to advance
from there at any time towards the north and east, Patrols are to maintain
constantly in contact with the south wing of the 21st Panzer Division,

Order to 15th Panzer Division to take over in direct cooperatiox_x with 21st .
Panzer Division, the minefields, the cleared mine lanes and their defence until
the evening,

The decision of the C, in C, vith regard to the moving up of the 21st Panzer
Division is not yet to hand, The division is still holding itself in readiness.

The 21st Panzer Division announces that it cannot be ready to march berfore

1800 hours, since as a result of the sandstorm which has become even more scvere,
withdrawal of the units engaged in the front and moving them into marching
formation can be carried out only at a welking pacc.

The command of Panzer Army Africa arrives by telephone: glovi-ng up not before
2000 hours, This order is issued to the 2tst Panzer_Div:Lsien and for informa-
tion to the 15th Panzer Division, o4st Panzer Division hes to be ready to
morch at 2000 hours,

XX (ftalian) Iotorised Army Corps reports that tonk movements are observed before
the Arietc Division and an attazk is expected,  Recognised assembly positions

are being bombarded by artillery.

emc time > Op 3 i 15th Panzer Division reports that
At the semc time the Operantions Officer of the ra P :
the decoy group of tanks have been attacked with artillery, and tanks arc still
observed in front of the neighbour on the right (Ariete Division), The decoy
group must not allow itself to bo tied up or outflanked.

ivisi > tank attack has been launched
The 21st Panzer Division reports thaet an enemy
on the division preparing itself for the attack td;ha_‘-?ds the north, Ponzer
Rogiment 5 has moved up for the counter-attecke he enemy is withdrawing
towards the north-east, R

The sandstorm has somewhat abated in the meantime; visibility has improved
to 100 yards., :

i i sof the Army Gencral Staff He
coC explains the situation to the Chief of . . 2
cxpresses his conviction that it would b pointless for the 21st Panzer Division
to move up in complete darkncss, Chief of the General Staff agreos that it is
out of the question to move up before moonrise.

. . ‘ gement in the north-east of the divisi
218t Panzer Division reports a tank engegemss © clvision,
about 100 motor vehicles, among them Mark Il P;iil:tmmtrmdﬂcs. Y tho counter-
attack of Panzer Regiment 5 the ercmy is repulse rds the north, some ensmy

the cenclusien of th ; 3
tanks are shot up, 5 guns destroyed. ‘Ai‘ber { s Somer
the division ploces itself in preparation agein for the thrust towards the north,

/The
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1925,

2240,

b,

The division is informed that the moving forward will not be ordered
before moonrise,

The order reaches the 21st Panzer Divigion that from 2 June.it is to .
stang ready at moonlight, to press forward in o northerly dlrectlgnndon
SPecial order ang gain the Eluet et Tamar o Hill 209 area; to qexet-ion
itself ang prevent a breakthrough of the enemy in a west-sast ch.re.c‘ ,
Or vice Versa, to block Via Baldia by gunfire or mines,

1.5th Panzer Division, while carrying on with its previous ‘alloca;:led gaSkS:
oS to defeng the Corps flank still open towards north-east, nor: an
dOTthewest gng maintain contact with 21st Panger Division by Pahr°167 ithe
¢ advance of the 1 5th Panzer Division towards the north fog zteon Itlﬁe”
gning of the south ving of the 21st Panzer Division is depende i
CVel g

. [§an]
Pment of the situation near Bir Hacheim and in front of XX (Ttalian)
Yotoriseq Arny Corps,

. d
The battyg groups of the 15th and 21st Pangzep Divisions s:nttﬁgﬁal’
towa.rds the cast to decoy thce enemy are having to retire to ot
Tiginal positions until the evening, because of an cnemy thrust.
&11_’*-‘1‘101* e

n~
ey groups arc in position before the armed patrols of Reco
18sance

Company 580,

Ciing to the s

. - ; he early
anastorm only slight enemy flying activity in t _
Orning houps,

urs that
A5 o pipgy report the 21st Panzer Division announces at 2100 ho
¥ithoyy

s tanks have
Any material losses to ourselves, 19 Mark II_I"P-'-]-:Zme captured
Pecn shot up, 7 guns, 1 glider destroyed and 20 101‘?;5’
and goms de},{;roy;‘?d. A number of prisoners were taken,

ance Of the ‘

Th brry order is received by telephone that the n thfda?%Zrnoon of

215t Ranzer Division is not to be carried out m.ltllc rbs and is for
June, The precize moment is left to the Africa Corp

P‘lnzer Lrmy Africa to announce,

.. e Army order at
Ord ey by telephone to 21st Panzer DlVlslon‘based ,22;1; by active combat,
2225 hours: position reached to be held, if neg; a special order on the
" Gecordance wth Army order, no moving up_untlf thepattaCk forbidden,
Ollowing afternoon,  Till then, contimuation o

The 15th Panzer Division is informed of this order,

Goc
the
Regi.

. ttle Echelon of

. s 43 is iation of the Ba
has expressed in writing his appreciation o s, of Flak ‘
Africa Corps for the success on 1 June; llk;g:mtion of the regiment.,
ment 555 for the success achieved sincc the

There

3 and losses
is submitted to Panzer Army Africa a report of successe
for th

- 1 June,
¢ period 26-31 May, and a losses report f°r 31 May

50 that g

i station is set up
: upplies may bc guaranteed, a forwarding
With y

Army Corps for the supply columns,

3 June 1942

. i owever nothing
Sroradic ruisance gunfire agein in the night, otherwise h
of note to repart,

’ ivision repoxts
According to o reconnaissance at dawn, the ﬂgtaﬁnﬁgr?&sm& There
that the success figurcs of yesterday's com
have becn deatroyed or captured:-
/26 tenks
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26 tanks

2 gliders _

2 armourcd patrol cars

7 guns

14 motor vehicles

1 officer and 31 men were taken prisoncr.,

GOC again directs 21st Panzer Division that the battle is to be mobile and
on no account must the panzer regiment allow itself to be cut off from the
division,

Reconnaissance Unit 580 reports that south of Bir Harmat to the east of the
minefield are 300-400 stationary vehicles, Lorries with guns have been
observed near entrenchments,

Details will be confirmed.

According to reports overheard, the enemy is going to attack with 2nd and
Lth Armoured Brigades, The divisions are informed of this. No preparations
for attack are as yect to be observed,

Telephone discussion between Operations Officer of the Africa Corps and
Operations Officer at Army HQ to settle the oxact time for the moving up of
the 21st Panzer Division towards the north, (Sece Army order for 2 Junec
2240 hours). It is ordered by the Army that the moving up of the 21st
Panzer Division is not to be carried out until an Army order is received,
as zero hour must dcpend on the general situation.

The area wherc the motor vehicles are to be found whicl:x were reported by
Reconnaissance Unit 580 is to be dive-bombed,  The raid is ordered,

Colonel Bayerlcin arrives at battle headquarters of the Africa Corps and
informs the Opcrations Officer of the Africa Corps on the probable further
conduct of the battle and the intentions of Panzer Army {u’rica. Colonel
Bayerlein makes an cnquiry to 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions by tclephane as
to whether the divisions can guarantee to be ready to_ma-rch in an hour, Both
divisions report that they can guarantee to be ready in one hour,

The situation ncar Bir Hacheim has still not yet settled, The enemy is rcsist--

ing obstinately, Extended mineficlds slow down the attack of our own troops.
Aftor an advance by the 21st Panzer Division towards the north probably nothing

more is to be expected today.

Chief of the Army General Staff informs the Operations officer of the Africa
Corps by tclephone of the situation near Bir Hacheim, — Oporation North is not
to go forward until Bir Hachcinm has becn encircled and destroyed without trace,

The C.in C. desires the extension of the erca of the 15th Panzer Division in
order to cffect a dispersal of the motor vehicles.

. ) s . .onn between the Operations Officcr of
It is agrecd upon in a telephone discussion be
the Africa Corps and QOperations Officer at Army HQ thot the Africe Corps ares
is to oxtend towards the south to about the arca Got el Ualeb.

. y gtill remeins, The mine lancs at thec
The old duty (protection and defence) still ral : n
Capuzzo road and Mteifel es Seghier will also have to bo protccted by tho
Africa Corps, &s the Italians have taken over the reconnajissance unit and

aftor its withdrawal are no longer guarding tha lancs,

he divisions arc to be transferred
An Army order announces that units of the div. » :
further towards the south, Suggestions are to bo made about this,

The divisions ere given the option of romoving their forvard sections aurir_xg
the night, as an encmy nuisance night attack is to bo cxpocted and day posi=
tions arc certainly observed by the ¢nemy.

/2150
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6.

2150:  An order is issucd based on the report to the C,in C. from GOC Africa
Corps on the situation near Bir Hacheim (the C.in C. holds the view that
1t will be surrendered in June):-

(1) 21s¢ Panzer Division is to leave units in the areas now reached,
to protect their vhole area end defend it in the event of an _
enemy attack, Contact is to be maintaincd with the right wing of
the Brescia Division, Advance against Eluet et Temar probably
not before the afternoon of 4 Junc.

(2) 1584 Panzer Division, while continuing to fulfil its task of pro=
tection and defence is to extend its area as far as the Got.el
Uolch @istrict, Readiness of both divisions to march is ordened

2 hours after receiving this order, Both divisions are to keep

ready an assault group for quick cngegcment in counter-attack in

% the event of an enemy attack. -

00: .
Sﬁdcl‘ to 21st Panzer Division through Africa Corps Opcrations 0f'1f;' ;.lcer‘
d'aJ-c Panzer Regiment 5 is to be transferred to the west wing of the
‘Vision's arca to close the gap in front of the Brescia Division.
CParturc at moonrise,

Enery si tuation:

Enst to north of the Africa Corps area enemy patrols and small vehicle
concentrations, driven back about 6 - 7 lkm, by our most advanced umts;.e
No enemy advances in the course of the day, intentions to_aijt?"k can;;p
be observed, In front of the south wing of the Ariete Division easu=
wards of the mine barrier therc arc several hundred motor vehicles.

During the whole of the day heavy gunfire at intervals, some of it on
the most advanced units of the 21st Panzer Division.

Slight encmy flying activity,

4 June 19&2“

Apart from the usual nuisance firc the night passes quietly and without
anything of note to report,

On inquiry whethcr Reconnaissance Unit 580 is still subordinate to the

Africa Corps, reply from Panzer Army Africa: not sincc 3 Junc at.
2G00 hours,

O420:  The Chief of the Gencral Staff of X (Italian) Army Corps, Colonel Duranti,
arrives in the strongpoint for a conference with the Operations Officer
of the Africa Corps. The strongpoints of X Army Corps an the Capuzzo road .
are to be evacuated because of the need to close the gap between X and
XXI Army Corps, The Africa Corps has no duties therc, as the defence

of the mine lanc has been taken over by the 15th Panzer Division. :
Colonel Duranti is informed about the situation vith the Africa Corps..
It is agreed that the Brescia Division will also maintain contact with .
the left wing to the 21st Panzer Division. ‘

1120:  Ppanzer Army Africa orders that the entrance to the supply depot south-
eact of Abiar Belafarit is to be protected by the Africa Corps. The
order is passed on to the division at 1500 hours,

According to information from Panzor Army Africa, it is intended that

on 5 Junc, the Africa Corps should undertake salvage oporations in the
arca 5 lm, round Bir el Harmat, In a telephone conforence with the
Operations Officer of Pangzer Army Africa, the Operations Officer of the

/Africa
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Africa Corps points out that according to an order from the C,in C, , the mine
lane lies a good distance away from the aree of the Africa Corps.

A1) steps are to be taken by the 15th Panzer Division to protect the lane,

The divisions are informed of the salvage operations planned for 5 June;
all preparations are to bc made, 21st Panzer Division will probably be
responsible; order follows,

The order is given by telephone by the Operations Officer at Army HQ to the
Operations Officer of the Africa Corps that:=

(1) The Africa Corps has to protect with a defence group the mine lanes
_ south-east of Abiar Belafarit, :

(2) 15th Panzer Division is to extend its area still further towards the
south, to carry out reconnaissance of the enemy forward defences.

Operations Officer of the Africa Corps points out that an extension towards
the south by the removal of the panzer regiment has already taken place.
To take both forces out of the front is not possible,

Panzer Army Africa is in agreement, Previous extension will be enough, if
a defence group is transferred to the mine lane, as planned,

A corresponding order reaches 15th Panzer Division. .

Panzer Army Africa order: 415th Panger Division is to make ready for the
removal towards the south, QOC is to report to the battle headquarters of

Panzer Army Africa,
The order is immediately issued to 15th Panzer Divisien.
GOC returns from the battle headquarters of Panzer Army Africa,

The commanders of both divisions are at a conference with GOC at the Corps
battle headquarters, They are informed about the situation by GOC and
receive an order by word of mouth corresponding to the Corps order in writing
for 5 June.

The Koehnen Company, which in accordance with an Army order is directly
subordinated to the Africa Corps, is already engaged near Belafarit. In
accordance With an Army order the 15th Panzer Division is to reach the area
between the El Abd roed ang the southern border of the previous area on the
afternoon of 4 June, and to press forward by moonlight from here with a
reinforced motorised infantry regiment at first towards the south-ecast and
then towards the east through the minefield, and build a bridgehead and hold
itself in readiness in the new area, so that it can thrust forward soguth-
east and north-east out of the bridgehead, es soon as an order is received.

The 21st Panzer Division will teke over the 15th Panzer Division's previous
defence sector, as well as the protection of the mine lane at the Capuszgo
road.

A liaison officer of the Panuer Army Africa artillery reports and is informod
on the situation by the Operations pfficer of the Africe Corps, Engagemerit
of the Panzer Army Africa artillery and support of the advance of the battle
group of the 15th Panzer Division is being discussed,

on 5 June a liaison officer is to be sent to the 15th Panger Division,

At 1930 hours the 15th Panger Division arrived in tho new area,
21st Panzer Division takes over sectorl of 15th Panzer Division,

/Encmy
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0155,

0345 ;

0537,

0550

8'

Enemy picture.
front, generaly
flying activity,

During a day a screen of patrol cars bef?re the whole
about 6 - 8 km. eway, little gunfire, slight enemy

5 June 1942

About 0199 hours very heavy gunfirc is to be heard from a soutk’L-eaSt:i‘lyk
directioy But it is not yet clear whether i4 is part of a nlshtda acs
by_the British with strong artillery preparation or only re:mforcczoo houTs.
ulsance gunfire,  However the fire increases in strength about 0 o That
A question by telephone to the lirison officer of XX Corps estabiljis e

¢ fire 45 otiny buing trained on the furthep forward units of tho Ari
Dlvlsiom Intentions for attack cannot yet be established.
The Order £o the Africa Corps comes by telephone from Chief of the General
ST b drmy H0: both Atvicsons prapare T march immediately.
1Tl}e order is at onec passed to the Operations opficer of the dl"j‘s;g:s“

Sth Pongern Division reports that it is ready to march, 21st Pan
Division is likewisc alrecady prepared for marching,

Ehc gunfire still continues. At 0225 hours the Corps signals degﬁzhgintw

attle €chelon ang H.Q. staff of Africa Corps also receive the or
Prepare fop marching,
The Cluny gunfire however gradually dies off, quietening right do(‘IIEa;an)-
E*’la‘ced Muisance fire about 0300, The liaison officer with ﬁré'before
thxc?y Corps reports that the encmy has been butting up barrage

- be
TOnt of the Ariete. Nome of the intentions for the attack can
asccrtﬂined.

: ® icer of t Sth I i torised
ing t;c ‘tions ofry f the 15th Panzer Division reports that a mo
a rt

mine
b Otry company of the Baade Group has already moved cast of the
Ticr into the bridgehead,

Accorgyy,
Tica ¢

. ; of the
& to a telephone conference between the Operations Officer
to be re

: is
orps and the Operations Officer at Army HQ, the Africa Corps
ady to march at 0425 hours,’

\ : . st Panzor
About o50q hours heavy gunfire is dirceoted on the area of the 218
Division,

The inore

~gouth-
asing noisc of battle is also to be heard from an east=s
cast

dircciion,

ene
The Operations officer of tho 15th Panzer Division reports that an enemy
tank attack ie

0T, olated

to be .observed in front of the Ariete DLVISIOn;tedI“tS’y a
Aricte tanks retiring,  Encmy tanks in unknown strength regothe Division.
P2trol to be situateq 6 - 8 ko, in the north of the front o o

Panzer Army Africa is informed on the situation,

It was re

Panzer
ported from the Corps battle headquarters of the 21st
Division

that the Ariete is retreating,

. . A;f‘ricé..
The Africa Corps is informed about the situation by Pa:::ikA:nug has
The Ariete Division is expecting a strong enemy tank a 2111 infantry
vithdrawn its own tanks behind Bir et Tamar, There is sti
to the cast of Bir et Tamar,

Panzer Regiment 5’
At the same time the 21st Panzer Division anncunces ‘bh;Z Pan ﬁg rthgbe fare
iz in combat in the northewest with 40 enemy tanks, ‘

/the
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the front at a distance of 10 km. there are 35 enemy tanks (Mark II), Near

the right battalion of Motorised Infantry Regiment 104, infentry and tank

g;itac% ontthe Ariete Division observed, Units of the Ariete Division are
retreat, ;

Koehnen Company receives the order to move up to attack in area 177 to the
right of Panzer Regiment 5, At the same time 15th Panzer Division receives
the order to hold the tanks rcady for any attack to the north-east or north,

The 21st Panzer Division reports that 20 enemy tanks advancing from & north=
easterly direction have been brought to a halt by our own gunfire.

Panzer Army Africa is informed about the situation, Panzer Army Africa
intonds, in case the Ariete Division should retreat or the enemy break through

near the Ariete, to subordinate the division to the Africa Corps. The situ=
ation is then to be cleared up by the Africe Corps, |

About 0700 hours an enemy tank attack is in progress to the narth of the ddvi=
sion, Panzer Regiment 5 is making a counter-attack and up to now has shot

up 15 tanks, Vehicle assembly points, probably infantry, are cbserved to

the north., However the enemy vehicles ave alreedy within range of the :
machine gun fire of our own tanks, No olear survey can yet be mads of tho |
situation with the Ariete Division, The battle echelon of the Africa Corps
is engaged to form a screen towards the south and scuth-east for the defemce -
of the Corps battle headquarters, From the Corps battle headquarters towards: |
the east may be seen motor vehicles on the move at the Djebel border. 4 !
patrol of the battle echelon which has been engaged on recennaissance in the
area, reports that these are enemy tanks, The enemy has broken thricugh on

the left wing of the Ariete Division and is going on towards the south.

Enemy m.xisance fire is being trained on the Corps battle headquarters and is
slowly increasing, For this reason the battle headquarters is transferred
1000 metres to the west,

Already 22 enemy tanks have been shot up and enemy infantry beaten back by v
the 21st Panzer Division, Shortly afterwards the division announces that o
40 cnemy tanks from point 173 are en route from the southe-west towards the H
Ariete Division. ]

0.C. Panzer Regiment 8 reports to the Corps battle headquarters. Fresh
order by word of mouth from GOC: keep prepared for the pregent; do not
attack independently except in the case of extreme emergdency if there .

should be too broad an enemy advance. o

The Operations Officer of Panzer Army Africa informs the Operationa Officer
of the Africa Corps about the situation, The 40 advencing enemy tanks.are
also already reported by the Ariete Division. Otheriwise there are N0 New.. .. .

reports forthcoming from the Ariete Division. The division hes the order
to attack. _ v

The enemy is 500m. in fromt of the Ariotc Division and is digging himself in
with defences, Panzer Army Africa oonsiders that the moment has ‘arrived
for the engagement of Panszer Regiment 8. Aocording to a report on the posi=
tion by the liaison officer of XX Army Corps the situation with the ‘Ariéte
Division looks as if our own tanks are situsted 2 ¥m, to the south-west of
Bir el Aslagh, The division intends to advance to the north via point 158
(2 lm. east-south-east of Bir el Aslagh) and point 160,  Near point 165 -
east of Bir et Tamar there is enemy infantry with antistank guns.

Army artillery is directly subordinated to the Africa Corps,

Operations Officer at Army HQ to gperations Officer of the Africa Corps:
Got el Aslagh has been surrendered ¥ Ariete Division. Africa Corps is to
press forward via 165/158 in a northerly direction, to wipe out onumy

infantry,
/on
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0925,

1045,

1100.

1135,
140,

1215,

1245,

10,

On an enquiry to Panzer Army Africa by GOC it is decided thin; ‘15thThEmismeﬂr
Division is at the disposal of the Africa Corps for the battle.
order is also communicated to the 15th Panzer Division,

Y ) i ent 85?
Army artillery is informed ebout the intended advance of Panzcer Regim >0

The panzer rogiment is to move up ot once and thrust forward Eizteigwet(
Tomar, o that it can then pivot to the south-cast to.ongag? £o bo

tank attack in the flank, The left flank of tho rogiment i to
Protecteq by I/71ck Dotbory 43, The reriment is instructed "l‘ot Pangor
SO0perate vigh the Army artillery, Meenwhilc tanks of thc 21s
Division ap, being supplicd with amminition,

Up ] to noy

. n taken
50 cneny tanks heve been shot up, 7 officers and 100 me
Prisoner,

. nay
Inqull‘y by radio to the C,in C. whether the bridgchead (Baade Gr?‘jlp) i
Abtecy towords the northecast of the mine barricr.

Nt is that the
:Et appears that the situation ncar the 21st Panzer DlVlulOI:'[lnlihe cast ho
ShCmy is situated in the north 1C xm. before the front,
°an hy

. rs about
tdly be scen, in the north-cast armourcd their patrol car

N . o 28 On the
M before our ovm front, Light scattered gunfirc on defence
TIght wing of the division '

. y ards the
anlélry fron the division: Is Panzer Regiment 5 to attack tow

. lement of
2fter buing armed? Tanks hove still only half their comple
ANt on,

. r the Brescia
Accorging o the division there is still one ?trongpolnthﬁgr on the
Vision in the mine lane to the north of iiteifcl s Seg
€Astern edge of the mincficld,

. mar is gaining
The attack by Panzer Regiment 8 south-eastwards of Bir ot T
&roung,

. . into its old
Order o 215t Panzer Division, Panzor Regiment 5 is to withdraw i
arca,

An encryy bombing attack wes meg

sy one
¢ on Corps battle headquarters. S
Casurltices were coused and

several vehicles destroyed.

. s s ith XX Army
According to 2 report on the situation by the liaison officer wln\i'ear 165, to |
Corps, the forward linc lics noar 176 - to the north of 173

. is under
the south of Bir ol Aslagh, there is the cnemy. Bir cl Hermat
Italian gunfirc,

s thore
GO% gocs to Penzer Army Africa battlc headquerters and receives
freom

. and to
the Coin C. the order for the attack on cnemy forces near
the north of Bir el Harmat in the afternoon hours of 5 June.

. st
The Africa Corps to attack in the direction of Bir cl mmtt}(,gizb‘ri age-
objective) vith the 15th Panzer Division at 1700 hours from the area
head o the south of the E1 Abd rond, and with tank forccs from

1 er
Tuoched,  After goining this nrca it is to thrust with 15th Panz
Divieion on Bir Belafan,

. . o Qi while at
At 170C hours the 21st Panzer Division is to attack Hohing es fs:lg;zer Army
the some time meintaining the defence of the nocth flank o m the north.
Africs rlong the Djebcl border, and is to close tho pocket fro

: ; i by forcoa
The attnck by the Baade Group is nccompanicd on the right wing by

- S ~n]1 command of
which up till now heve been Army rescrves, under the personal
the C,in C.

/Attacks
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Attacl_cs by the Imftwaffc arce ordered from 1700 hours on the aree reound the
crossing of the Capuzzo road and the Bir Hacheim road,

Aftcz.:' the return of GOC from the Corps battle hea&quartors corresponding
warning orders are given to 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions,

Commanders of 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions and commander of Army Regiment 221
arrive at the Corps battle headquarters end roceive information on the situa-
tion, and verbal orders for attack,

21st Panzer Division reports that 20 cnemy tenks are attacking from the north,
On inquiry whether the division shall move up to the attack in these circum-
stances, GOC orders that thc cnemy tanks coming from the north are first to e
attacked and beaten, then the division is to attack towards the mnorth.

15th Panzer Division moves up to the attack,

Captain Kochnen arrives at the Corps battle headquerters for instructions for
his company and is attached by the Operations Officer of thc Africa Corps to
the 21st Panzer Division and Ariete Division.

Situation in thc Aricte Division arca: to the south of Capuzzo noar peint 169,
18 eneny tanks arc advancing towsrds the south-west. XX Army Corps requests
that 21st Panzer Division with tanks cstablish contact with Aricte Division,

Operations Officer of the Africa Corps mekes it clear that this is not possible
for thc time being, as 21st Panzer Division is in action with cnemy tanks from
the north, The cnemy thrust must be checked by the Ariete alonc.

Situation in thc 15th Panzer Divison arca: Panzer Regimont 8 is advancing
towards thc cast,  Baadc Battle Group hes teken Bir el Harmot,

cituation in the 21st Panger Division area: to the north=west and north=
east Panzer Regiment 5 is opposed by about 80 enemy tamks, which withdraw when
we attack but straightway proceed to push back again when we retire. In
these circumstances a push towards the east is not possible, &s the cnemy
can thrust into our own open flank, The division asks for orders.

Panzor Army Africa is informed about the situation and dirccts that the Ariete
Division must at all costs stand fast, ' :

¢oc, who had gone to the 15th Panzer Divicion at 1700 hours in order to
obscrve the course of the battle, is informed about the situation by radio,

Opcrations Officer of the Africa Corps discusscs by telephone with the
Opcrations Officer of the 21st Panzer Division whother it should advance o
towards the south-east or remsin in the old position, The possibility of a -
thrust during the hours of darkness is dobated. An advance towaprds-the & 240
south-cast is not possible in the present situation, since if Panger -Regiment 5.
is removed from the left wing there will arise tho danger of an cremy break-
through. v R

In the telephone discussion between Q@perations Officer at Army HQ and Opora=
tions Officer of the Africa Corps the latter proposes to engage. our own mobilo
battle groups with artillery for the defence of the north front against both
the enemy groups, in order to hold the enomy at bay under fire, end thon to-
employ the tanks for the task ordered by Panzer Army Afri I S

At the samo time the order from the GOC arrives: 21st ‘Panzor Division %¢ move
up at least some unita. Operations Officer at Army HQ is informod about
this ordor, T AT '

248t Panzer Division receives by tclephone fram Opcrations Officer of thi
Africa Corps the order to moveo up at loast some units at ongé town¥ds the oast,

/15th
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15th Panzer Division receives the order fp

thrust must bc made in twilight. 21g¢ Pag?e:%o%l&::oi :?:rggfgoi‘;:gard
about this order and announces that tpe division will loas the advance
ordered towards the south-east with a moteriseq infantry battalion rein-
forced by a light artillery battalion

and a tank battalion.
: The battle group of the 21st Panzer Division arrivcs at 2100 without tanks, :
- 2055, |

' Order to both divisions: dig in; night defence,
2225:  (p inquiry by Operations Officer of the Africa Corps to Operations Officer
| o y HQ: no Army order to bc cxpected. Task for Africa Corps remains

the sape , form up at moonlight,

A corresponding order is issued to both divisions.
M‘Etﬁ;‘?&f As at 1830 hours,

-EEE_H_];E_S_: There were destroyed by 21st Panzer Division 49 tanks, 2 armoured .

batrol cars, 24 motor vehicles, 1 anti-tank gun, 16 officers, 131 men were

taken prisoncr,  Report on results from the 15th Panzer Division is not
Yet to hand,

The 215t panzer Division has shot up 214 tanks since the beginning of the
°Perations, Request is made for mention in the Wehrmacht report.

6 Junc 1942

About 0700 hours the Liaison Officer of XX Army Corps reports on the d
Situation: During the nmight Bir ¢l Harmet and point 173 were reogcupm
by the British, Aricte Division has retreated, Operations Officer of

the Afvica Corps directs that both points must at 211 costs be retaken by
the division.

In the course of the night Panzer Regiment 8 became involved in a.mine
barricr and did not free itself again until the hours of the morning.

Alzo an cnemy strongpoint which was situated at the north cornmer of the
minefield, is teken,

According to information from Panzeor Army Africe the order from the C. in €, |
comes through that the 15th Panzer Division is to be prepared to mop up the
pocket and then thrust towards the cast, According to a report from &
Teliable source the 22nd and 2nd British A oured Brigadcs are going to
attack from the cast, and the Lth Armoured Brigade from the north. :

C7h0:  In the 21ct Panzer Division area, Mucller
point 166, Strong enemy groups to the
rom south=ecast —nd norih-cact,
ii the north,

Group is situated near
south of it, Gunfire
Rather strong cnemy tank groups

At the same time the 15th Panzer Division and Aricte Division report oh
the situation, As there is a gap between the right wing of the 21st
Panzer Division and the left wing of the Arioctc Division, therc is dangcer
that thc onemy cneircled at the Capuzzo road mey broak through t as
the west and the Kochnen Company is thercfore to be moved forward.

0800 The battlc group under the personal command of the C.in C. has reacher.l
Belcfae, according to a statement from Panzer aAr Africa, and is pu hing
on further towards thc north-cast., At thce samc time the Ariete Divisionh

hes rcached its old bases again in the attack i is making contact to tho
north with the ifucller Groum,

/0840:
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The Operations Officer at Army HQ reports that the Ariete Division is ordered
to move up to Bir Aslagh, At the same time it appears that the time has
come for the Mueller Group also to attack towards the east, Position of
C.,in C. is given as 300 left 1,

The Mucller Group is advancing towards point 164,  The attack by the Ariete
Division is gaining ground, In front of the Mieller Group the enemy cen be
obscrved to be withdrewing, According to reliablc reports the enemy intends
to withdraw to Belefaa, The 15th Panzer Division is instructed to mako
contact with Kichl Battle Group.

The situation has so developed that in the pocket points 161 = 164 = 158 -
the Bir Hacheim road - point 161 about 500 vehicles are encircled, among them
tanks, The Mueller Group is instructed to push forward to the scuth,

C.in C. 's group has moved up in the dircction of Acroma,

21st Panzer Division reccives the order to advance with Mueller Group to the
crossroads (point 161),

The Mucller Group is on the defensive against a tank attack from the north=east;
the hcavy artillery of the Mueller Group is out of action through the enemy
gunfire, A further advance is at the moment not possible for the group.

The pocket is thercfore not at present closed towards the north.

order from GOC to 15th Panzer Division to thrust to the cast past Bir Belefaa,
Hill 174 and north-cast from there to Acroma end gain tho area Hill 174 =
main crossroads at Acroma and defend the area east of the minefields,  The
Via Balbia is to be blocked at night, 21st Panzer Division is to hold the
junction near the main orossroads and the pocket, (owing to strong enemy
activity this order is not carried through).

The Boadc Group of the 15th Panzer Division has advanced towards the north
and about 1100 hours hos gained contact ncer peint 161 (crossreads) with the
vueller Group of the 21st Panzer Division. e T

0

Army order by telephone through Opcratiens Officcr at Army HR to gperations
officer of the Africa Corps. On the command of the C.in G, the Fuerguth .
Group, without 17 cm, gun batterics, is subordinated to the Afrid&"CO;j-PS,%nd
is to be sent to the 15th Panzer Division, It is stressed that tho pocket ’
is to be cleared as soon as possible, T H S

Tho attack by the 90th Light Division mear Bir Hachcim is moking good [Progress:.

on inquiry the 21st Panzor Division reports that the Mueller Group A4s’boi

attacked from the south and north and in eomscquence cannot at the mome

forward into the pocket, . .
P

The 15th Panzer Division reports thot the pocket!is facing desti’-ﬁr&ffilol

The Panzer Army Africa points cut that no units are coming through fram h"
pocket towards the south, For the proteoction of ocur own tanks, ¥ ars o
be installed, . S

The 21st Panzer Division reports that II/Panser Rogiment s
and sent in on the right wing, as the battalion of Mott
104 engagod there is vory weak in defonce and tho panzor batta: J
ﬁ?lhlyngmgloyed to cloarrgho pocket, The encmy inpé’ﬂowmrﬁh Thas 1
torward amy farthcr, R P T
According to reports from roliable sourcss the Americen dMark IIT Pilot ‘tanke
have ammnition diffioultics, Coe Y ‘

Renewed instruction from Panzor Army Africa that thc pockét is to h_e‘ cleared
as far as possible without bringing in tanks, The Ariote Division i '

/instructod
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1830,

2100;

2115,

2145

2215;

14,

instructed to hold itsclf reedy for defence on both sides of the Capuzzo”»
road at the crossroads, Near Pir Harmat a strengthened battalion strongf
point is %o be established, This will not be done m}til the-POCIiset 11';1;%121'

Bir ¢1 Aslagh has been mopped up, 15th Panzer Division remains for

time being in the arca to the north of Bir Harmat.

Report on the situation from 21st Panzer Division:

;I/léinmr Regiment 5 at the Bir Hacheim road, facing north, oncmy tanks
in front,

I/Panzer Regiment 5 was sent in against the pocket and is to be W:.:gld{‘azn'
to point 151 and placed at the discposal of the division, The bat.ttig

_been engaged because Motorised Infantry Regiment 10L had too l;‘ a‘
:J'ltl-tank artillery at its disposal and there oxisted the danger o
Teakthrough from the pocket towards the north-west.

Sltuation report from XX Army Corps:
fﬁgi Aricte Division has reached the crossroads at 1830 hours vnt? z:lf"lethe
artl} Part of the tanks and one Bersaglicri battalion,  Mnin Pagl Csion
o vAlery 5t411 en route there,  On an cnquiry to 21st Panzcr t;: lon
roaés ®Xplaincd that Panzer Regiment 8 and guns are s@tuatedtit Joaihahenh
nortlsl’ extending 2 km, towards the south, and are firing to Cbre S em

hroga S8+ Therc was nothing to be seen of an alleged enemy

Ough, ner is there an cnemy tank attack to be observed.

. ' it,
The Ariete Division is situated ncar Bir el Aslagh and to the east of i
g‘:}'gph:ne message from C.in C. to GOC, intemtions and dutics: Africa
Orps

h O turn to the defensive;
€ West of pir el Harmat.

:n June along the Bir Hache
CPorted dquring the evening t

to close mine lanes in the minefield to
Ariete Division is to attack early at dawn
im road, towards Bir el Harmat (this was
0 be occupied by the enemy). 15th Panzer

e 3 emy into the minefield, A thrust bytthleae

: MY is to be checked by counter-measurcs, Retreat columns are to be

ormed ready to fake a withdrawal at an encmy attack, in order tQ lure

the encmy within range of our own armament, Army artillery is instructed

zgtCEOPQrate_ Wolz Battle Group (roconnaissance battalion and flak) is
ein

€ engaged against Bir Hacheim, but is to go forward with Kiehl
Battle Group to the furthest west wing, GHQ is to be transferrcd on
Junc into the arca Got el Aslagh,

Telephone discussion betwoen GOC and 0,C. 21st Panzer Division: Informa-

tion on the situation from 15th Panzey Division and intentions with regard
to Bir el Harmat, The new adversa

. Ty in the east is the 4th Armoured
Brigade, to the north then is free.  Enemy thrust in the north-west
weaker today than on the previous days, 0.C. 21st Panzer Division points
out that the sector of the division ang especially the gap between the
Mucller Battlc Group (21st Panzer Division) and the bulk of the divisien
is very broad.

Order to 21st Panzer Division: one panzer battalion is to be brought up
to the arca south of the crossroads by 0430 hours, and placed at the
disposal of the 15th Panzer Division, Defence of the division front
towards thc north, — Kochnen Company is to be subordinated. Contact
with the Aricte Division is to be gained and mainteincd by Mueller
Battle Group at the crossroads,

Order to 15th Panzer Division as a result of the conference between the
C.in C. and GOC.

Army ordcr for 7 June received.

/Note:
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ébBO:

15,

Note:

Report on results and evening report, as well as incoming and outgoing
decisions for 6 Junc have been lost through encmy. action,

7 June 19,_1,;%

The operational group at HQ is moving to the new Corps battle headquarters
at Got el Aslagh., At the semc time the GOC goes to the 15th Panzer Bivisien
battle headquaricrs 3 km. to the south-west of Knightsbridge crossroads.

The division stands ready for an attack on Bir el Harmat, A more precise
order as to whether an attack is to take place will not be given until during
the coursc of thc forenoon by the C,in C, .

Panzer Army Africa orders an engincer company to be detailed off at the mine
lane 316 right 6. Africa Corps suggcsts that this company should be with~
drawn from the 21st Panger Division front, but this is refused sinee that
front is already thinly enough held,

on inquiry from Panzer Army Africa the %aking over of a strongpoint in the
mine lanes which was formerly occupied by X Army Corps must be refused on
the same grounds, Africa Corps suggests that it would be better in that
case to close the mine lane.

Situation in front of the 21st Panzer Division is similar to that on the
previous days, Vehicle concentrations at present on the nerth front;
30 enemy tanks observed,

about

The C.in C. arrives at the battle headquarters of the 15th Panzer Livision
and informs GOC and 0.C. 15th Panzer Division on the situation as a whole ‘a-nd
further intuntions: the fall of Bir Hacheim is expected on 8 June, 218t
Panzer Division is engaged as before with the Africa Corps, 15th Panzor
Division is not to attack Bir ol Harmat, but attack in the afternoon of

7 June in ordcer to gain the arca around the crossroads and the stecp ascent
to the north of it, By means of this attack the way will be paved for the
going into action of thc Ariete Division, which is to relieve the 15th Panzcr
during the night.,  After the rclief the 15th Panzer Division is-to group
itself in the Bir et Teamar - Bir cl Aslagh = point 176 area in such & W&y
that it can support the defencc of the Arietc Division, Bir cl Harmat is

to be defecnded by a reinforced company of the 15th Panzer Division until the
arrival of a battalion of the Aricte Division. R :

0.C. Arivte Division arrives at the battle headquarters of the 15th Panzer
Division, Attack and relief are discussed with him in deotail,

There is the usual nuisance gunfire on the arca of the 15th Panzger Division.
Enemy tanks arc to be observed in the north-cast as on the previous days.

The 21st Panzer Division is informod abowt the intended operation by th-:
15th Panzer Division., S

The 15th Panzer Division and the Arivte jmove up bo the attack, The gu.n.I ir
is increasing; the attack itself ia muking good hondway, The onemy:1s .
apparently withdrawing towsrds the south. T e dTEAS

45th Panzor Division reports thet the attack has gone forward 2 km.
threc oncmy batteries there remains enly one in action,

A roport from the 21st Panser Division also oonfirms thet the attack of the /
15th Panzer Division is making good headway, According to the viow of the
21st Panzer Division the enemy is vithdrawing tovmrds thc”ncrth-'-’east’.}: )

/1630
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1630:  The 15th Panzer Division has reached with the Ariete Division the area
ordered.

1710: A tank attack is developing against the 15th Panger Division. The wire-
less interception makes it known that the éncmy intends to attack with
2nd Armoured Brigade from the north, the 22na Armourcd Brigade from tho
cast and the 4th Armourcd Brigade from the south-cast, The attack is
however carried forward only haltingly; the artillery support is very
T poro te making for the south wing of tho 15t Pansor Division
in order to be able to go into action immads - . s .
move is throstencd thore, mmediately in case an encircling

1735: It is rcported to Panzer Army Africa that )¢ N
in the face of stiff encmy opposition, © erossroads have been passed

1830:  The enemy begins to withdraw and to cease gunfipe

1840: It is reported to Panzer Army Africa that about 10
ing the 15th Pungzer Division from the east,
falsc and belated announccment (by telephone)
and is later withdrawm,

0 enemy tanks are attack-
This rcport was based on a
from the 15th Panzer Division

2000: g@oC returns to the Corps battle hcadquarters,

With the 21st Panzer Division the situation has remaincd unchanged during
th‘:‘: day,  Before the front therc is a screen of patrol vehicles; slight
Milsance fire is being trained on the division's sector, The right wing
has contact with the Arietc Division, I/Panzer Regiment 5, previously
engaged on the left wing of thc 15th Panzer Division, is directly sub-
Ofdinated as Corps rcserve to the Africa Corps,

2040, An orger from th
ensure the carry

Y excuscs,

¢ GOC rcachecs the subordinated units that they are 'l:ot
ing out of 211 orders in all circumstances and withou

205y, . s
Ol OPQI_‘&‘cions Officer at Army HO is informed on the situation by Operations
Officer of the Africa Corps. It is pointed out that something must be
%9“6 to defend the supply columns in the area to the west of the mine-
1¢lds,  Convoy guard ihitherto rosted by the troops appuars to be no
19n8cr sufficicnt, as surprisc attacks on tho supply columns by the
Téconnnissance units advancing from the south and also from the Gazala

L ont arc increcasing, Panzer Army Africa intends to put an anti-tar
att1lion in the gap bctween XXI and X Army Corps,

2130;

The C,in ¢, informe the GOC on the situation, The C.in C. is counting
of the fall of Bir Hachcim on 8 Junc,  Also it is intended: cither en
a‘_iVance towards the north with objective point 174, in order then to

Plvot towards the west and come into the rear of the encmy - this advencc
is Planned with 2 reconnaissance battalions, flsk and units of the 90th .
Light Division - or clsc an advance through Gubi to E1 Adem may be carried

out ani so on till the evening of 8 June. The Africa Corps is afterwards
to attack carly on 9 June towards the north,

2300: Because of the hcavy losses in men the Africa Corps requests Panzer Army
Africa that troops

of the first line reinforcement battalions which haed
been placed at the disposal of the Quartermaster General may be sent back
to it.

2335:

An instruction is issued to the divisions to dcfend the tanks as far as

possible and to make an increased use of anti-tank units and artillery
for the task.

/8 June 1942
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17. .

8 June 1942

The night passes quietly., Relief of the 15th Panzer Division by the Ariete
has been carried out,

Panzer Army Africa rcports immedate plans for 8 June, The report contains
for the Africa Corps nothing new on the information conveyed by telephone by
the C,in C, the cvening before, :

Call from Panzer Army Africa: the Aricte Division is not in the area ordercds
It is to be reported whether it has successfully taken over from the 15th
Panzer Division,

Inquiry of the 15th Panzer Divison proves: 415th Panzer Division has given
over the positions according to plan, The crossroads itsclf is a point inm
a defence in depth; it is being probed and is now under anti-tank fire. -
The strongpoint of the Italians thercfore lies 1 km, north-west of point 16,
A British strongpoint lics east of the crossroads near 163 - 166 - the
Capuzzo road, This strongpoint is strongly fortified.

Nothing fresh to report from the divisions, Nuisance gunfire and screen
of patrol cers before the 21st Panzer Division as on the previous days.
The cnemy is keeping quiet before the Ariete Division as well,

The 15th Panzer Division reports that according to information from the
Ariete Division, the enemy is evacuating a camp which is situated 10 lkm.
north-cast of Bir ¢l Harmat,

Bombing raid on GHQ; 2 seriously wounded, 1 with minor injuries, 1 vehicle
destroyed.

Operations Officer at Army HQ mekes it known that the Ttalien strongpoint at
the mine lene 4 km, to the north of the Capuzzo road has becn evacuated by =
tho Italians, The gap must be guarded by patrols of thc 21st Panzer Division.

The corrcsponding order is issued to the 21st Panzer Division,

The subordination of the IAflsk Babtery 43 to %5th Panzor Divisden is texminated.
The battery has again moved up as Corps reserve to the battle echelon of
Africa Corps, o :

15th Panzer Division announces that the two mine lancs to be prepar red 3{? the ‘
El Abd road will be ready by 1500 hours. The corresponding report is madc
by tolcphone to Panzer Army Africe, " »

The encmy is continuing to be quiet, South=east of Harmat there was &
vehicle concuntration observed, which however has withdrawn towards the east. -«
Nothing of note from the 21st Penzer Division. . :
15th Panzer Division reports that 9 km, south=cast of Bir ol Hermot an enomy.. -
column of 60 vchicles is moving from south towards the north,  About 30 ... -
enig\y tanks have appeared before the most northerly strongpoint of the Ariete
Division, oo -

The Ariete Division is attacked by about 30 cnemy tnnks, ;For the t:'.lc_f‘:(_.-_:_;ic’e, o
the tank battalion of the Ariete has been engaged, R ‘

0.C. 15th Panzur Division informs GOC on the situaticn,
GOC makes it perfectly clear thet tha 15th Panzer Division is responsible.

for the support of the Ariete Rivision and that units of the 15th Panscr )
Division must of necessity, be engaged for dofence against the enemy attack. .

/1830:
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21st Panger Division re
the south-east of the

the Be .} int 2 km, to
ts that the B rsaglia.ri s‘trongpo:.n

por

bout 30 '-“ncmy 't&l'lkS.

. ) the south by
< is being attackcd from ck from
crji"iﬁ:d:a;c time about 40 enemy tzm;rsl g;tgir el
fS €3St A third encmy group goos forward in the El;:rcfir:;ent 8, in
H b Panzer Regimont 5 makes contact with Pe.mzeth T4 tho oscasion
o;‘der to come to 'chtélrzzid of the Italian Str?ngpflgt ﬁoﬁgd' become neces-
: cr Regiment 5 .+ Division

5¢ the cngagement of Panz i s, 0.C, 15th Panzer hin

A Shor'f,ly af‘terwarc_u, (Dol 5 that cveryt ing
gives the sa;ebieiiiﬁazk the situetion, GHQ is not surc
necessary

v 15 defence of
has boen done by the 15th Panzer Division for the
the Arietoe Division,

arise, in ca
Sary near BRj:

icte
inst the Arict .
215t Panzer Division reports that the tank atfagf agalAll guiet still in
Division appears to be weaker than on the past Y
the north,

15th Panzer Division reports that the eneyy e issued a codec word,

< ~ iy et 4ot -
which indicates the intention of a "113*1‘31'3-‘“"11. ‘
Report by the 214t Panzer Division Cinfllvm-s this
is \'rit‘ndrawing to the north—-eaS‘F- fIéh&n&cz.‘ Reg
tact with neighbouring strongpoint oa € Arjete
able tg tome to its 2id in case of neeq,

. yol
assunption.  The goz?
iment 5 maintains o be
Division in order to
Orders arg still

coming through to the 15t
¥ith regard o

and 21 gt Pangzer Divisions
support of the Italians,

GCC points out to Q,c,
G Aricte Livision,
that the enemy con be

several battalions.

Corner of the riine

15th Prnzor Division Cessity to SUPPOr:s so
Avtillery is £o be ugeg vith advance obse?Yee of
cffectively bombarded by tho concentrated Fir
o strongpoint company” iy cOpoonETetel n
field is to be reinforceq -

With anti-tank fire.

d to
i

the no

The wupply situation, cspecinlly Wath r?g?r
bocuming OYS Aand morc scrious, lhgid;V1s
. PR o

report hew they stand for gun ammunl N . tho
BU0 thepe qp “vailable only about 30 - 40 Tounds, In addition ;;e

dirticugic, sontected vith the long supply Toute, dnily attacks
Deing ooy cq out on
guarg,

suprly columns eYen when brocceding with conzoy
Africs Corps ferbids procevding on the supply track.

gun ammunition, 1Sto
Ohs reciive the order ooh
turns out that for u

along
The CEDloyment of 2 owy flak for convoy guard §
In ordey

of
bﬁttle

no longer sufficicnt,

; on
to help forward stationary columng near the fo:mvardll_’lg Sgif‘;s
ATy Corrs, the Africa Gorps OTACTS 2 tanics of 4 Af;f-lce:l
ceholon Lo b sent off under the commang of' Captain Distel.

ic
rs of the C.in C. the Afrieg Corps issues "The basi
Comnmander in Chicf (No.1)n,

On the verbal crdc
dircetigng of the

2_dune 1942

The Army order regarding the des
bassed on, as is the order the

truction of ajj abandoncd tanks is
be used, Moverients will not

: will
t only the desert track at the front
be carried out by single vehicles.

R . oint
Division reports that the Bersaglicri rogiment strongp
15th Panzer 131 =
a2b162 has been evacuated,

urn t L transferred the strong-
i i 3] of'd o

It h Lhe raeclicri regiment has. s

P tt 13‘,1011 ntu;::‘i-(tw‘l:tnre)f '1f6'1, a3 the terrain 13 supposcd to be more

oin e 3¢ SR )

favcoureble in that srceo,

/Apart
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Apart from this the night passes quietly, At dawn 40 enemy tanks were
observed in front of the 15th Panzer Division, These advanced at first
but then fell back again,

Army is informed of the situation. Africa Corps requests that it be
allowed to choose the division for the intended thrust northwards. In
the opinion of the Africa Corps the 21st Panzer Division is more suitable
for this operation, as the 15th Panzer Division has been under a greater
strain recently,

The GOC goes to 21st Panzer Division battle headquarters, Tho Operations
Officer of the 15th Panzer Division is also ordered to recport there, The
GOC reports as follows:

After the battle for Bir Hacheim has been concluded an attack will probably
be made northwards on 10 June. It is expected that the 21st Panzer Division
will carry out this operation, as it knows the terrain and the enemy, partiou-
larly his artillery, and is stronger in tanks., Anti-tank Battery 33 will be
placed under the command of the 21st Ponzer Division for artillery recennais=
sance operations, The 15th Panzer Division will cover the east flank to
begin with, and will later follow up or be sent in to counter-attack, The
15th Panzer Division will however also make preparations to attack northwards
without prejudice to this plan,

The GOC govs on to the advanced battle headquarters of the 15th Pahzer
Division to discuss similer points with Colonel Grasemann. A conversation
with General de Stefanis on operations by the Ariete Division follows, The
GOC calls special attention to the willing cooperation on the part of the
Ariete division, )

The GOC returns,

Operations Officer at Army HQ transmits the following order: Onc battalion
of Motorised Infantry Regiment 115 and onc field howitzer battery under the
command of Colonel Baade will arrive at advanced Army bettle headquarters
by 1800 hours for operations at Hecheim. Colonel Baade and the battery .
commander will precede the rest, As little baggege as possible is to be
taken, . ) .

This order is sent to the 15th Panger Division by radio,

The same order is passed on verbally to the Operations Officer of the 15th .. _:.
Panzer Division aftcr telephone lines heve been repaired. . LA

15th Panzer Division roports that the reinfarced battalion has formed _up_-.":-- L
and that Coloncl Baade and the battery commander nave gonc ahead, Vol

GOC requests that units which can be spared from Artillery Survey Battalion

be used for reconnaissance operaticns immediately. Tt is also regucsteéd ... -
that Army artillery be put into position on both sides of the Capugpo:road:i: : .
in the approximate ares of Bir et Tamar. A liaisoh officer will bg attached -
to the 21st Panzer Division, I, Colonel Held draws attention to tho fnet -
that considerable difficulties as rogards ammnition exist at present ; morbar - o
and medium field howitzer battery stocks being temporarily. exhsusteds. G

15th Panzer Division reports that according to Italian recon;iaiéséiﬁ.ce'}rcport?:.
the British are laying mines in front of the Aricte D:_i.\'_ri'siom_. ST

This report is cancelled, Armoured reconnaissance oars of the Aricts
Division hove meanwhile discovercd that it was their own sappors, - Tho
Aricte Division has reccived orders from the C,in G, %o lay an cxtenaive
minefield east of the Bir Hacheim road. T :
Apart from this all is quiet in the cast,

/The
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The enomy situation has also Temaineq Unchanged in the north
¢l Bayerlein tele
Coloncl B ycrlie phon@s thC Operatj_ons Officer Of the Africa- COI‘pS:
Army agrees to the 21st p ..
no!I!')\}c’hv-'irds. The 15th_ Paf:;zer 'DlYlSiOn carrying out the intended attack
units will push west pasg thz Elvlsion.wi]_l follow up later. German
To save time the strongpoint wilrl‘oﬁg}:olnt north-cast of crossroads 161,
€ storned.
The supply situation is sti1

1 .
immediate return of all o Straineg,

3 Africa Corps again orders t}}e
instructed to sct up a rezg;{iziansport columlm. Tﬁe Quartcrmaster 1;
cgr;\.r?'r escgzl';stogiza‘;i?g between fﬁzt A;;ithag betterduqs"e m::;,dr be r})ide o
aadition, ar doing int -Tica Corps an (53] .Cle
cscort dutics, ° 2nd coming out op repair will be used for

During the course of the

d:—
the need for protecting gpo 1

2 inded s al times of
he Supply l%u:g.s been reminded sever

19 June 19,2

The night passcs quietly_
attack the Aricte Division, In the Morning encmy tanks from the cast

panzer company,  Thi t s 15th Pansor pivision brings up one

The armoured attack i: huiualt Soon knockg out 12 enemy tanks without loss,
ed ang tpe enemy force retires eastwards.

GHQ issues a provicionay drar . -
wards, summarising plang disczsgi the Corps opger for the thrust north

d ye sterday.

Usual during th trations
L ¢ day, Vehicle concentr
moured carg Were obsepved im front of the Axis

Artillery was active ag
screéned by tanks andg ap
lincs,

40 encmy tainks zgain anrroach
attack, the Bers

aglieri strongpoint but do not )

Orders are received by te

lephone ot
readincss for opcrationg noftﬁg;‘zg hold the 15¢h Panzer Division in

ards on 41 Junec,
st Panzer Division jg informeq of the Army order

Coin C, reports that Plan

is ce ) :
at Army battle headquarters on ??n-}\iiiod- The C.in C. oxpects the GOC

0.C. 21

The order regerding the canceljgts th
Penzer Livision by telephone, lation of pray A is passed on to the 15

15th Panzer Division ign ordered to
The divisional commandin

g office
to rcport at Army battle headqugt

VA thdraw Engincer Battalion 33 :axga.zi.n:1

and the Operations Officer are ordere

€r's at 0600 hours.

;l‘?:l ml;r;iur re%‘?r(]ir.lg the re-subordination of Engincer Battalion 33 to the
1 renzer ULVASLONn is passed on t 5 s s £ 21st

Panzcr [dvision by telephone, © the Operations Officer o

T/Panzer Regiment 5 and 2 1ight batteric i th of Bir ;
’ s arc to bc sent in sou

cl Aslagh to ensurc su 5 -he . e

¢l Aslag PPort for the Ariete Divi sion. ‘

The dummy mincfield cannot be laiq as ordurs . ack of sappers. - i

Army will be notified accordingly, “red owing to 1 i

Az a result of an Africa Corps request Army orders the withdrawal of all

/troops i
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troops of the first linc reinforcement battalions placed at the disposal
of the Quartermaster General,

11, June 1942 |

The night passes quietly. The 15th Panzer Division carried out its move=
ments according to plan, . S

The ncw area is reached. The 21st Panzer Division morning report does not
contain anything of particular importance,

The GOC and 0,C., 15th Panzer Division go to Army advanced battle headquarters
north of Bir Hacheim.

The following orders are issucd at Army advanced battle headquarters:

The 15th Panzer Division will advance through the minefields north-east of
Hacheim and prepare to attack behind the Ariete Division in the direction of
Got ¢l Baar, The attack will open at 1500 hours, The Trieste_mvisr}on
will advance on the left and reconnaissance units and the 90th Light Division
will attack on the right, moving in the direction of El Adem, The Beade
Group will be subordinated and brought up.

Afterwards this order is discussed in detail with 0,C, 15th Panzer Division.

The 21st Panzer Division is informed, and will also carry out feint
manosuvres by allowing tanks to be seen,

GOC goes to Bir Hacheim to contact Colenel Baade, As from midday advanced
Corps battle headquarters is situated at the Hacheim read level with the lane
through the minefield, Only absolutely essential Vehicles are taken, and
most of the operations staff is at the old Corps battle headquarters.

15th Panzer Division has reached tho assombly area, Weak enemy forces can
be observed in front of the German lines and the division is under light
artillery fire., According to agents' rcports the enemy seoms to be expect-
ing a thrust north~-castwards after the fall of Bir Hecheim.

The 15th Panzer Division attacks according to plan, the Baade Group moving
in soon afterwards, - :

The EL Abd road is passed, Enemy tanks in front of the division rotire %o

the north and north-east, fight & brief action and then fall back again.

The southern part of the area ordored is reached, The division is under
light harassing fire from the north-west and therc arc some 50 enemy tanks .
on its left flank, According to intercepted signals, the enemy hasg :}SSl’:@a
a code word, the meaning of which is unknown, and the 4th Armoured Brigade
has stopped its attack towards the south=cast.

GHQ has advanced in close contact with the staff of the 15th Panzer Division.
Views were cxchanged several times and further measures discussed,

Reconnaissance units advanced to the right of the 15th Panzer Division, but )
contact was not cstablished until the early evening, Contact was not estab=
lished with the 90th Light Division, which is in action further to the right.
This division's attack was delayed. _ : o - £

sion

The Inftwaffe did not provide direct support for the on
b 1700 hours..

edvance, and only one attack was made on El Adem botw

The 15th Panzer Division has gained the whole of th
division is taking up defensive positions agains
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. ane counters:
vhich sre still situated in front of it,  GHQ e{cp?c’;inailh; o eog
attack on 12 June and givces to the 15th Pa.nzer_DJ'.VT.LS 11 hold theanling'
instructjong for defensive operations, The division wil

Got Scerfat;
probably count
directigy 1

. - will
Got ¢l Ghesccusc with front f‘aci?g ngrzﬁ-‘gf—;z; tf::iesterly
T - k and follow up with a thrus ‘ t this

ate;r at;ié 213t Panzer Division will probably suppor

abtack vy 5 thrust in the cnenmy rear,

s He shares
the 030 . arrives at the Africa Corps hatble hoadguarters.
the Goe!

S Views and approves orders issued Tor 12 Junc.

1ivisi frontc
In genoray gy, day passed quietly on the 21st Panzer Division

12 Junc 1942

N9t}.11ng °f impertence occurred during the night, The 1513}'1 Pa.nze?_re
Division ang Corps battle headquarters have been under artillery fi
Sinee davm, The Corps bottle headquarters Will be transferred.

‘I‘h? Coin g, Temained in the vieinity of the Africa Corps battle head-
%uarters. As therc are nc signs of an Cnemy ilttuck, orders are issued
O move forwarg At 0530 hours, the right Wing advancing on Bir Lefa -

¥ north-vesgt,

70 4o t1

The spoF Division is ordered to attack, concentrating on the right,
I LAfprya s intends to cneircle and destroy the cnemy east of.
T The attack will commence nt 0730 hours, ij'o‘t':ec.)tlol.l ete,
nOt"l;} Tizht 44 rarticularly criphasised, The 21st Panzer Division %.sof
1fieq acoordin;zly ardl ordered to preparc for artillery bombardmen
< “heny reap,

2T o Bivision opena the attack, the commencement of w;?ichtgg.-s
-G Ssential regrouping, Strong €nemy forces are situa
divisional front, and some 100 tanks have been counted.t ‘
o Attacy 4, not making progress, and the GCC, who can view the battle
?f;;ml{fom alvanced bhottle headquarters, hag the impression that tank

iki wer,
o9 are t0g Joose and do not possess the necessary striking po

© visiog g, #guin instructed to protect thg flanks,
Zh the one

o ; Ly will probebly retire northwards soon, the attack is
v makine S .\ ig
BT g o Mrogress, The GOC is al

20 of the opinion that long-range
“TY firc i» net proving cffective, Motorised Infantry Re.%‘t‘?lg;t s
IS senb in gnogp” right wing at 0930 hours to push forward the a :ﬁ to
“hich hag guined no ground yet as tank formations arc apparently s ; the °
attnoy o3 The regiment turns off too far north-cast, however, e n the
Rk St be Trought fommnd T oS “nemy still holds the line o
high fround, pug 5. withdrawing a little to the north on the left w%ﬁ;:
An outf].anking movement on the right now appears all the more impor )

. 15th
timate of the 2nd and 4th Armoured Brigades opposite thgt gs
Panzor Bivieion ean be obtained from intercepted encmy Slgna:!’s{n ound.
not knovm whether the cnemy is going to attack or hold the high &=

Oth
As regards the “ituation of units on the flank it is known that the 9 o
Light Division ig advancing on E1 Adem,

a and
The right wing of the 90th Light Division has passed the Capqug xt‘ﬁ: a.'rea
reached 1 Adem,  The reconnaissance units are thought to be £t with bho
south-west of W1 Adem, Contact is being maintained on the le

o s ) thbt
Tricste Division at the El Abd road, 21st Panzer DlVls:.on‘r;POZ'Z;ed.f_' 0
the cenemy armourcd forcc cast of the Bir Hacheim rond has dis PP >
It scems, therefore,

that the enemy has concentrated all his forces ag
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_ the 15th Panzer Division, It is suggested that the 21st Panzer Division
attack towards the east to hold down enemy forces, but GHQ will not issue a
direct crder owing to the unclarified situation in the north,

The cnemy is continuing to hold the hesitant and dispersed 15th Panzer
Division attack, The division is again ordered to speed up the attack by
Motirised Infantry Regiment 115, The battle will continue in front of
Hill 169 even if the enemy makcs a slight withdrawal tcwards the north.

The C.in C. orders the attack to stop, apparently on the basis of agents'
Teports, The Africa Corps reports that the cnemy has not attacked as. yct.
The 15th Panzer Division is ordered to establish contact on the right. The
right wing of the division is in sight of the 90th Light Division, The
21st Panzer Division is notificd that Army artillery will also participate
in opcrations against rotrcating cnemy forces, The 15th Panzer Division
reports its defensive preparations in the event of an enemy attack, but no
signs of this have been observed so far,

Several fighter-bomber attacks arc mede on the divisions during tho morning.
The Luftwaffe has not carried out operations as yct.

GHQ thinks that the cnomy will continue defensive operations or fight o delay=
ing action during the day so as to withdraw northwards during the night, L
The 21st Panzer Division is thercfore ordered to preparc to bring harassing
firc to bear on routes along which the cnemy will probebly retire. — Army
s4ill expects an attack towards the south.

15th Ponzer Division reports that the enemy is withdrawing northwards,
cerman forces must now follow up quickly in the same direction. An attuack
to the east by o panzer battalion of the 21st Panzer Division has doubtless
had a favourablc effect,

The enemy is falling back all along the front, According to ag;nts' z:'eports
the encmy will probably vAthdrew eastwards, as armoured cers of the Trieste
Division have also appeared in his rocar, ‘

Hill 169 has been captured, A dive-bomber attack is made on retreoting
onemy forcos at Bir Lefa, and further Luftwaffe operations are requested.

Regarding the situation on the right, the anly information availablc is thet
Reconnaissance Unit 2 is advencing northvards., 1/Ponzer Regiment 5 has
carried its attack forward quickly. The 2tst Panzer Division reports that
21 cnemy tanks have been destroyed so far. The 15th Panzer Division's
attack is making good progress. The enemy is still falling back towards
the north, but in the Capuzzo road depression he is apparcntly retiring east-
wards, covercd by the 22nd Armoured Brigedc. '

15th Panzer Division tekes Bir Lefa in a quieck advance,

Panzer Regiment 8 is 1 km, south of the objeoctive far the day, the high
ground at Hopiagh er Raml, The regimunt has only occasional loose c«?ntact
with its neighbours., The 15%th Panger Division is again ardurcd to link
up with the Triestec Division to close the break still oxisting, — The
division is also instructed to deploy its foroes in depth and %o vrotect
the flanks. : : S

A divo-bombor attack is made on the 15th Panzer Division, . GHQ learned of
this attack so latu that it was not possiblc to warn thesdivigion in time,

At Gusk the 15th Panzer Division had roachod its object
spitc of considerable cnemy rosistance, The G in:G:
its orders for the night and for 13 June at divisi

he division
Shoadquartirs:

The division will hold the high ground betvwoun:p
road, mop up areas oovurud by the dey's figliting;:
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operations as from midday tomorreyy,

i Shortly after ordcrs had been _
issucd the GOC arrived at battle headquurt ame aftop the C.in C. had
described the situation, Quarters and, after

R discusseq detai]
15th Parzcr Division.

s of the new orders with O,C,

Z1st Panzer Divisi“on i3 orde I/Panzcr Regiment 5 again,
The division's orders in 0 cover the nomthovgstorn Flank =
remiin unchanged. I['“»'Lmzer Reziment § pag Imosked out a total of 43
encuy tonks,  According to agentig! rczbort" {;‘10 22na Armoured Brigade
has suffered perticularly heavy 1osgos andqth‘c e . bas
changed position to irbus cp Rigel. 215t panzer Division reconnaissance
located weak artillery and barbod wrire r-nta.ﬁglcmcnts north-
west of Jluet ¢t Tamar, i c

ed to withdrow
fenera] o

Positiong

The 9CGth Light Division hug g, *ched the high ground north of E1 Adem,

Lot in dircet contoct with the Trieste Division
- o \ e Trieste
as tho lattur hos not attacke “nd iz not in the arca. ordered.

15th Penzer Division is

13_June 1952

Ordirs given verbally to the 4
issucd azain in written

Division arc informed ct
in resainess,

' 15th Panzer Division yesterday cvening aro
form,  xx Army Corps ond the 21st Penzer
Plans, the latter will hold an assault group

=n
Xy

The night passes quictly,

1bth Panzer Uivision atts

weks e stwards
1ater :

fore than 50 cnemy tenks, which .
attemnt to rotire north.mrds, arc relportcd iﬁ ?‘Sont Og the division,
A conference with the Cedit G, takes Place at Corps battle huadquarttf'rs'
Army artillery in action vWith the 24 st Panzcer Division is instructoed to
cooperate with the Af'ries Corps, In vicw of yestoerday 's dj_vc-bamber.
attarlk: on our own treovs a Wirning is issued to the 15th Panzer Division.
The speedy advance of the 15¢h Panzer Division is zoon heltcd by & mine-
ficld running southwarig from the high ground in the direction of the
O2puzzo rond,  The division 1S not in contact with the Aricte Division,
In the opinion of the 15th Panzer Livision there src still strong enemy
forces in front or it, the encmy having apparcntly vethdrawn only ]
motorised unite, Alter getting through the first minebelt the div1§lon
ts soon held up by a scoong, The enemy appears to be reinforcing his
north ving, ang recording to intercepted encmy signals, the 4th Armourcd
Erigade is to be brought Up to the south flank of the 2nd Armourcd
Brig.de,
¥hile en route to the 15th pangep Division, the GOC is rccalled to Army
battle headquarters whepe b receives the following information:
s JPPUTONtLY 2 large cnemy forec in tho Bir Ailet ol Haguri ares
north-cast of dagiagh Butruxm, and the possibility of an attack by tl"xlgv
group on the cxtundcd right flank of the 15th Panes Division must be
taken into account,

The high ground at Hagiagh Batruna will be oocupi
by infzntry as o protective measure,

The commanding officer of I/Motorised Infantry Regiment 115, who wa; %
inztructed to report at Corps battle headquarters, rocecives this order:
personally,

215t Ponzer Division is ordered to attaclk the crossroads 6 kim. norzhr:néi
ceet of the high froound to help the 15th Ponzor Division to advanc Uy

/at
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at the samc time to close the pocket to the west, The division reports that
the enemy tanks located northewest of Sidi Muftan have been withdravm south~
east, apparently Tor operations against the 15th Penzer Division,

The operations by units of the 21st Panzer Division is in accordance with
the vishes of the 15th Panzer Division, which is still held up by superior
cnemy forccs, particularly on the right wing.

The division receives orders to hold the right wing, but to make an immediate
attack on the encmy strongpoint in front of its left wing.

In the opinion of the GOC there is no longer any objection to the 21st Panzer
Division also attacking northwards, Aftor the enemy hes moved his forcis to
the south-eest the north-west flank can be covered by small forces. 21 st
Ponzer Division, which has meanwhile reported that it will attack in the
dircetion of Mabus er Ricgel at 1200 hours, will first attack towards the
north and then turn cast.

The GOC puts this sugpestion to the C,in C., who approves it. Orders are
igsued accordingly. Army artillery will be used during the 21st Panzor
pivision attack,

on contacting the Trieste Division it is learned that 167 is cleer of the
encriye  The Tricste Division is also being held up by 2 minefield, and &
sapper company of the 15th Panzer Division will be placed at its disposal.
The Tricste Division is not in contact with enemy forces, '

In the meantime the 15th Panzer Division has made no further progress.
Tanks have been transferred from right to luft as the division dous not
consider infantry operations advisable. On the left wing the divisien
has contact with the Tricstc Division, which is advancing slowly.

Motorised Infantry Regiment 115 is informed through the 15th Panzer Division
that the former east wing of the Army is being sent in to the north=west,
increasing the importance of rear cover provided by the Baade Group.

confercnce betiwecen the C.in C, and GOC at Army battle headauerters,

coloncl Baade again receives detailed instructions fram the GOG with rogard
to his orders.,

245t Panzer Division moves forward in-the direction of Mabus cr Riugcl.
Africa Corps battle headquartcrs is trensferrod 5 km, to the vicst. Tho GOC

gocs to 15th Panzer Division battle headquarters, The divisionts adva:tcc is
otill slow. A hecvy sondstorm is in progress,  Somc 35 tanks north ot the i
nigh pround withdraw northwerds, Cooperstion with the 21st Panzer Division J
ip discussed in detail with Colonel Crasemann, }
Advanced units of the 21st Panser Division have taken the area directly west: JF
of Bir el Riegel.

24st Panzer Division has also reachod the aren 1 km, east of Bir €l Rivgel, |
Corps battle headquerters is situated 3 km. south of ‘point A7,  'Thi opura- J
|

tions staff, which is still at Got el Aslagh, is informed of the nceossity of
protection towards tho north. ' o o e

XX Army Corps is informed of the situéition and plans,:

According to interocpted snemy signels *t**bPoa
Prigsde is sdvoencing on Bir ol Rieghl from tho |

21st Panzer Division reports that it i& nttecking
‘ v v
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. 1sibilit;
The situation remains unchanged on the Baade Group SCC;‘)I-% thj‘.r:s‘io aﬁ‘ﬁg ok,
1s bad because of the sendstorm, and the cnemy may cxploi ‘-
. action at Bir
1800: 215t Panzer Division reports that it is engaged in a o P vioade 15
€l Riegel,  According to agents' reports the 2nd Ax °1‘§§ackin§ the flank
now falling back, whercas the 4th Armourcd Brigade is ritish artillery
O the 215t Panzor Division from the north—cost. A Pri )
Position has been overrun,
L. arters,
A the moment the GOC is at 15th Panzer Division battlcﬁh_’a%gunps have
The diVision is continuing to advance slowly, end 20 c?br_-ujion must
been destroyed so far, The GOC cmphasises thr?t the divis
AAVINee ana 1ink up with the 293t Ponzer Division.
The @og is
Slope in th

Rt co n the hill
%5 order:d to report to the C.in C. , whom he ’f‘{cji-o
¢ arca of 174,  The C.in C, reports as follows:

. S st Acroma.
> TeComaissance units arc advancing in the dix L?tlonl-.ofi-«cction of
MOTT o g Africa Corps will advance northwards in the d *’chc Gazala
Hil1 209, block the Via Balbia and encircle cncmy forces in the
Perition, Afterards the GOC returns to the 15th Panger Division,
which ig

now tdvianeing quickly, The GOC accompanics the tank attack
on the lest wing in his ear.

1915:  21ct Panger Division reports the expected CNCmy attack from the norths
cest, The division carries out defensive optrations for a time, but
later elgars the enemy position

. at Maobus or Riegel and takes up defen=
Ve pozitions there,

The 4 5%
W}.litc
Mght,

h Panzer Division attic

The
k continucs to moke good progress.
house has been reached,

The attack will be continucd through the

SE1 one
li;.: Punger Division hs renched the Bir Hacheim I_‘Of’-df ‘_The Altfgugh
th foreg heavy losses =nd the qoe commcnds both dl‘{lslor.lm road, it is
]wi 15th mnzer Livizion wes late in rcaching the h:j.chc:.r;;l to\.a;'ds the
V1 Posuible for both divisionz to makc o combincd thrus

A Balbia on 14 June,

N

N
N
(5]

.

Arny Orders ¢
&ilven Verhb

. thosc alrsady
or 14 Junc arc receivad, They corruspond to
dirCCtion

b .\ in thc
211y, The divisions receive ordcrs for an attack
of the Via Balbin on 14 June,

1 V. June _ 1 91(.2

> - = WC ards
’Zb'th.PﬂnZCI‘ Division moves forvard to continue its advance westw ’
YIhing nepthyap

A #ill be
o Ju later, ITl/liotoriscd Infantry chl’_““nt.:: Eh?'
u°"’3hf O covering operations asgainst the cnemy strongpoint i
South, -

The division is socn cngaged in fighting with onemytﬁoiggs’
armour, but the attack continucs to gain g!‘ounc_l L ed.
iring northwards, The Baade Group orders remain unch?-;_fas_
A tonds to bring up the 90th Lisht Division in the rcar, Tro

ng the Bange Group for further oncrations,

including

unemy rci,
Arnmy in

. ; th
215t Panzer Division wishes to go over to the defunzive until the 15

ST N N vt 3 the north-
Panzer pivision comes Up, particularly with units protecting

the
wistern flank, GHQ orders the division to attack regardlcss of
15th Fanzcr ivision,

SN
O74k:  15th Panzur Division continues to make good progress. It almost see

P 1 at
28 if the division turncd off too far cast, The dl".fls:!.or'l P$;§§Sh§3e to
thot the 21st Ponzer Division must attock, as othervisc, it _
bear the brunt of the fighting singlehanded,

1 230622/ERE/1/49/35
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fhe enemy has apparently retired to Eleut et Tamar - El Cuscia, The si.'.rong-
point situated where the desert tracks cross was evacuated during the night.

The 15th Panzer Division suggestion for thc withdrawal of the Baade Group has
not been pessed on as there is no chance of its being acted on,

21st Panzer Division is again ordered to attack northwards, According to
agents' reports 50 enemy tanks arc attacking from the switch line in a
southerly direction, 21st Panzer Division is ordered to attack this enemy
force in the flank, Units of the division so far used for flank protection
are releascd for this operation,

The GOC arrives at 21st Penzer Division battle headquarters, The division
launched an cutflanking attack against the strong enemy forces situated
opposite it at 0900 hours,

According to a 15th Panzer Division report, Panzer Regiment 5 is held up in
front of a minefield on a level with the enemy strongpoint at El Cuscia.
Both divisions are in contact vith one another. There are also strong
enenmy forces oppositc Panzer Regiment 8, but these soon fall back eastwards.
According to agents' reports it is the 4th Armoured Brigade, In view of
superior enemy forces it is not possible for armoured units to advance alone,
The division is woiting for infantry to come up.

21st Panzer Division is again ordered to echelon and reconnoitre on the lefh.
15th Panzer Divisien is informed of the possibility of an enemy armoured
attack from the Acroma direction,

The GOC remains on the battlefield, The attack is making only slow progress
and lanes must first be cut through extensive enemy minefields.

The 15th Panzer Division is still held up.
The attack is continued,
The enemy strongpoint is penetrated.

The 21st Panzer Division attacks again, Enemy resistance is slight. By
order of the GOC 21st Penzer Division will also use lenes cut through mince
fields by 15th Panzer Division.

The bulk of Panzer Regiment 5 has passed through the minefield lanes,  15th
Panzer Division is also making good progress now, According to an Arnw
report the enemy is moving back along the Via Balbia, 15th Panzer Division
is therefore ordered to push forward and block the Via Balbia,

The enemy strongpoint has been taken. 15th Panzer Division is pushing
further north through the minefields, .
The GOC decides that 15th Panser Divisicn will push Forward to Acroma and block
the onemy there while 21st Panzer Division will cut the Via Balbia, '-.Th?_ -
latter is still held up by minefdglds. The importance of 15th Panzer Division's
task is again stressed, Army is inforied thet the German Africa Corps hes
passed through the minefields in face of strong enefy resistance;

21st Panzer Division is ordered %o block the Via Balbia by értillery fire by
night as well as during the day. : AL :

24st Panzer Division is ordered to block the hill route and the Via 3‘11?’?1:9
to all traffic. The division reaches the high terrain during the evening.

15th Punzer Division receives orders regarding preparations for the attack
on Acromo and the blocking of the Via Balbia by fire,

/2100:
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2100:

2240,

0500,

0810:

1020:

28,

Army agein issucs instructions regarding the importance of blocking the
Via Balbia, along which ’chc‘enQE\Y is I‘Otreating in threc columns.
21st Panzer Division is 2821n remingeq

of the importance of its task.

: S8 Z6bli ang kcep a mobile unlt.:Ln |
Toadingss, islon will block enemy forces between
’Cf}e hill route and the coast, a5 hag 2lrecady been ordcred. 15th Panzer:

Vision orders were aliercd in Considerefion of the fact that there may
Sti11 we strong cnery forccs in the Gazala osition, although according
© Drevious estirates of the eneny Si‘tuati-og ;hcrc :rcre only rearguards
SOViring the withdromiel of re

Paining eneuwy forcos in front of the

oo orces 1

Tica Corps. The Africa Corps has rcacl‘lzud its objectives for the day,
Earlsep capture of the hill tepps

Caze

y s in which
11 would have beon desirable, i ;
opcrations to block the Via ve oe

i
. . Balbia could have been conmen"z?uiur ng
AC day snstcad of at night, ag iong oV neecssary It is doub
"hether Gorman forces vill sucece

d in blocking the route in view of

“TTain difficultics 1 slope).

(steep Ghcic

D‘u‘ing the doy GHO operations stalf wag brought forwerd from Got 0%)1:1
dslogy, Corps battle acadquartopg e Situa-ted west of Bir ez Zebls
M the cvening,

15 June 19,2

Nothing or importance occurrcd during the night, The Via Balg:;ohizurs
Cen unger harnssing fire fron the 15¢h Panzer Division since C ushzi;hg.
GHY fears have buen realised; neither division has succeedecd in p

a blocking group forvard to the Via Balbia,

2let Panzer Division reports that the blocking group is now mov:.n.ng gn"’r
vara, remaining units will fol o Panger §e§imeht 5, operatlngort
he hi11 terrain, has not socountercd encmy forces, — Large transp

JAms are observed on the Vie Balbia,

towan

t
No encmy attcmpts to break ou
ds the soubh have

been obsecrveq,

The Goo goes to the 15th Fanzer Division,  agvanced Corps battle hg:%;l
Marters is situated on the hill descent with a good vicw Of.thefcmé rds,
blain,  fhe 15¢n Panzer Division blocking group is also moving fo :
The descent into the vlain i ¢specially difficult,
The ¢, 4n Co also arrives at 15th
After a showt desoription of the
Withdrawul of the 21s
Pursuit group in the
will be wunder direct
will remein in positi

Panzer Division battle headqtf.}art;ﬁ:-
situation orders are issu0<‘1 :;‘ o
ZCr Division, which will be sent in ision
i Jir lefa - E1 Adem,  The le;.a
¢ o TRite blocking the Via Belbia
on until reljeveq by the 15th Panzcr Divislo o
21st Panzer Division points out the Possibility of an onemy 'breaktuhigl;
artor its units have heen Vithdraym, However, the orders remail;t .
changed,  The GOC discusscs details vith divisional °°“““‘maerst.
215t Panzer Division battle headquarters, III/Motori:?ed Ini':{lonry
Regiment 104 and I/Ari.;illery Regiment 155 will rcmain lntPfl’:‘s \Jv;il]’. be
moving back this cvening, Motoriscd Infuntry Regimen
withdrawm again and pluaced under 15th Pangor Division cammand.

According to aircraft reports

there arc still some 1,800 vehicles in
the Gazala pockeb.

Advanced units of the 15th Panger Division arc a

pproaching the'sea?
The enemy is aluso advancing from the cast, Thce 15th Panzer Division

/is
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29.

is hard pressed at the moment owing to difficultics of terrain, inadequate
forecs and enemy attacks from the cast and west,

The 21st Fanzer Division attacks,  Zcro hour, vhich was set for 1000 hours
according to & verbal report, has therefore becn delayed an hour, owing to
a misunderstanding another light artillery unit as well as I/Artillery
Regimcnt 155 remains bchind, The unit will be brought up later.

On the coast strong cnemy forces containue to push eastwards, The 15th
Panzer Division has suffcred considerablc losscs, I1II/Notorised Infantry
Regiment 104 and I/Artillery Regiment 155 will be subordinated to the
division, I/Flak Battery 43, formerly Corps reserve, will also be sent in to
support operations, ‘

XXI Army Corps advancing from the west, has reached km, 107 ~ Uadi Edber,

The situztion remains unchanged during the course of the afternoon.,  Heavy
losscs are coused by unskilful use of tanks,

Army reports that definsc is concentrated on the coast,  Orders to this
cffect have alrcady been passed on to the 15th Ponzer Division.
15th Panzer Division is advised of the ncoessity to recomnoitre, orders
so far issued remain unchanged.

The coast is rcached, Encmy forces retiring eastwards arc therefore
completely cut off,  Army instructs that even the smallest units must be
prevented by regrouping of forces, from bresking through to the cast,
According to a report from & recommaissance unit of the Africa Corps batile
echelon ther: arce still some 1,000 vehicles on the Gazrle fromt. However,
this rcport is found to be incorrect on the following day, the vehicles
being barrels distorted by heat haze,

213t Panzer Division units which remeined behind arc releascd to their
division at 1900 hours.

Nothing of imporiance occurs during the cvening, The 15th Panzer Division,
with its right wing on the coast, is holding the objectives it has reached,

16 June 1942

ety i gt 5 e 1 11

15th Panzer Division is ordered to report why it was so late in cutting
the Via Balbia,

There wcre no opcrations during the night, No enemy forces have been
establiched up to km.120 on the Via Balbia,

At dawn the GOC goes to the 15th Penzer Division, which still has its battle
headguarters situated on the hill slope. :

The C.in C. arrives at Corps battle headquarters, = He orders the 15th Panger
pivision to attack westwards immediately. The order is passed on Yo the GOG,
who issucs thc necessary instructions diroctly to the 15th Panger Division,
The Cein C., arriving at 15th Pangzor Division battlc headquartcrs soon after-
wards, suppleoments his order with details.  15th Panscr Division vill whool
after linking up with XXI Army Corps, which is advancing from tho west, so as
to move forvwerd and capturc Aoromay’ T . '

Tho 15th Panzer Division then abbacks towards the wost with Motorisud Infantry
Regiment 115 vithout mecting onemy resistance, 15th Rifle Brigadc hes

alrcady rcached km, 120 by 0400 hours.

C. 236622/1593/7/49/35



0930:

1120;

1230,

14,0,

1500,

1720:

1730,

2214-0:

2330:

30,

Reconnaissance patrols estably rith 15th Rifle Brigade- The ;
GOC also mekes contact with the commanding officer of the unit. There. i
nothing to be seun of the €nemy, 15¢h P;nzer Division is thcrcupon
instructed that the new orders - Opcration East - come into c¢ffect
immediately,

sh contact

The Via Balbia can be opencd fo
considcrably, 15th Panzer DiVision h
Teconnaissance cars and some 500 priso
and moving forward in the direction o

T supply transport, cutting journeys

ed
85 brought in 30 guns, 10 ”@ﬁmg
ners, The division is now T
£ Acroma,
Acroma ig reported clear of

oneeSTOMY;  only one onemy batbery is in
action, The Africe Corps sengg out f;hc chr!ﬁt;er ;grol to rcconnoitre
on the right wing,

15th Panger Division has tokop Acroma,

as Units . +h Rifle brigade
are alrecdy on Hill 142 south op km, 150, Unltc gghﬁg'\l;tlg reconnaissance
patrol is in contact with the Tricst 5ion on tho 1o ahtb. The GOC
reminds the 15th Panzer Divy cion that o furthep advance Zouth-cas'b must
be made on Gasr er Iooha to cstabligy contact gy lthe 29 st Panzer
Division which advanced to 31 Adem yest-:rda%

15th Panzer Divi

sion rep
Pivoting soutlym

orts that Motorise
rds,

4 Intantry Regiment 115 is

GHY issyos an order by telephone to the clPect that the 15th Panzer

Dl‘ilsion must be rcady to move cast of 1a Adery ng from 1700 hours. Thg
‘¢ PO . - (AN

GO oraups the division to use the Bir Hachein road and the Capuzzo road

RS its route, ‘ -

3?3 {240 body of 15th Panzer Division has reacheg Acroma, and then mones
R s Aot W Ade P 2 cmains

Acromz'tm, dircction of Rl Adem, The ArTeImann battalion roma

et st s £

L3 PVeE into the aroe nocthecast of Bir py Sceraf, in the vicinity o

Arry ttle headquerters, ’

Th'v"ncnly intormotion available regarding Wnits on the flank is that a

Ty Corps is ad Ancing Chstwaegs on both sides of the Capuzzo_:of‘s
Tf‘-C' ition of the 21et Panzep Division is not known, but thc umitv 1
tnou.-,ht b0 be in the spea cast of @ Adern, ’
15th Prager Division movements ~ye Procccding according to plan. — The
il’fision is resting and refuelling,

The

Yivision cont inucs its advene e,

17 June 1942

Arryy plans for the ~“fternoon of 17 Junc:

The Afrien Corps will move off in o south-easturly direction and ;hz;lc
turn north, advancing on Gambut and the Via Balbis to the north o in
toun, The objective of this movement is to c¢neircle cnemy f‘orcG‘:

end crzt of Polruk, The & will then be tigh?c{lcd w}?xethb‘r
prepuere the way for the aacnalt on Tobruk iteclr, The decision s

the thrust towsrds Gumbut +411 be launcheq during the aft“—‘moontﬁ Light.
17 Junc depends on the dovelopment of the situntion with the 90

i i i 'ne ong-
IIiVi:;ion, which 12 sti11 cngacsed in operations Against an cnemy strong
point south=vust of T1 Adum,

/0038:
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Preliminary orders arc issucd to the 15th and 21st Panzer Divisions, The
15th Panzer Division continued its advance during the night, although mine-
ficlds causc@ somc delay.

Spearhcads of thc division reach El Adem,
The mein body of the division is in the area ordered.

21st Panzer Division, which was repcatedly bombed yesterday, is ordered to
disperse its M/T, ' '

Army intends to launch the thrust towerds Gambut at 1500 hours. Divisions
will be notified accordingly.

The GOC went to the 21st Panzer Division at dawm, The division is under
sporadic artillery fire and there arc¢ enomy armourcd forces to the east and
north~east of it. Battalions sent in to attack Sidi Rezegh have been with=
drawn intc a piquct line by order of Army, The enemy Air Force is very
active again today. Two bombing attacks are made on the division while the
GOC is there,

The C.in C. has aiready issued orders to the division for the attack in the
afternoon, The GOC goecs back to battle headquarters.

orders arc issued by Army; zero hour is at 1500 hours,  The divisions
receive their orders., With the exception of an /T concentration in the |
south-cast the encmy situation has not changed. ;

The divisions attack, the 15th Panzer Division echcloned on the right, !
The GOC and operations staff are with the 21st Panzer Division, The latter |
is involved in a tank battle soon after attacking and makes only slight |
progress.  The situation is relieved when the 15th Panzor Division draws :
Jevel, climinating the flanking movement on the 2413t Panzer Division, [

A counter-attack is made ageinst the 15th Panzexr Division, but the cnery
soon falls back again,

Good progress is now being made, Both divisions have knocked out a 1z11“g0
numbor of cnemy tanks,  15th Panser Division is in contact with the Arietc
Division, which is advancing on the right.

The GOC instructs that the day's ebjectives must be reached before nightfall.

45th Panzer Division has reached Sidi Mafteh and is turning north, — 21s%
Panzor Division turns too late and censequently runs into the flank of th‘? )
15th Panzor Division, Both divisions arc in full pursuit of the retrcating
cnomye The operstions staff is moving with, and at times in front of the
spearhead of the 21st Panzer Division,

Advenced units of the 21st Panzer Division are on the high terrain south of
Gambut, where another short artillery battle develops. The division encoun=
ters an extensive minefield, through which lanes rust be cut,  15th Panser
Division reports that contact with the Ariete Division hes dbroken down.

15th Panzer Division has reached the area ordered and is 3't"a.ici.n'g'up defensive
positions, :

The GOC remains with the 24st Panzor Division at the mineficld.

24st Panzer Division is ordered to press on to the Via Balbia (through
Gambut) aftor olearing a lane through the mineficld,  The C,in GC. arrives
at battle headquarters and approves this decision, 215t Panser Division
is ordercd to block the ares up to the cosst on 18 Mine.  Tanks will be
moved to the asscmbly orcas in the afternoon far the assoult on Tobrule,

/2310:
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2310;

0030,

0415,

0731

0840:

32-

Initially obstinate cnemy resistance was quickly overcome by the Ai’r:g;
OTPS in the aftcrnoon, The enemy suffered heavy losses in armouz and.
Tetreateg eastwards, 15th Panzer Division, in action on the righ ’J'ts

Teached the dey's objective in hot pursuit of the cnemy. GHQ pr?ii.f ‘
that 2tst Panger Division, which is still held up by mineficlds, e
Push further northwards during the night and also reach the area ik

18 Junc 1942

.‘_\f‘ter get

st et A i 8
ting through the mineficld the 21st Panzer Division continue
1ts agvap,

ce¢ northwards during the night,

The g4

c ulsed
and 1 Vision rcaches the Via Balbia, Attacks from the west are repulsed
(38 0

self~propelled guns capturcd,
§1st Panzer Division captures Gambut airficld and sets by dilzlxs‘;o?:l
2%tle hcadquarters therec,  The division is informed that the
Snother enemy strongpoint further west ncar Bu Amut.

The thruet to the Via Balbia scems to have taken the cnemy complztgg:g
notSuI‘DI‘iSc. This was mainly due to the fact that Gbm'm fgg‘cgy enemy
aip turn north before the late afternoon and were not Obbb-gvthe Via
Balb{"ecoxmaissanco. The cnemy had apparently not expCct;umns moving
along (o0 B¢ Blocked during the night.  Several onomy ow turning southe
ward% ta¢ Via Balbia from the dircction of Tobruk are now

gl;; .,mght Passed quietly on the 15th Panzer Division f‘ront;;s t;xgoeneﬂw
StrbOncr{; were token during, the occupation of thec arca. i ng-up arce,
thec”;@(}l{lt at Belhomed is in its reconnaissance and mOPplr{g Tt is
& “ivision is given ¢xact inf'ormation rcgarding its bounc aryb‘l 30 hours,

SCovered lator that Belhemed has been in German hands since
g?;aql‘lision is ordercd to extend reconnaissance to the Gai}l;oe?:agigmm
bat? Whers therc ap, thought to be cnemy supply dumps. + :

: : : b
o lion (II1/Motorisca Infantry Regiment 115) will be brought up by
' division,

sion. Divi.ion reports that there is a gap betw’?("{" 1.;he tw%ﬁ;‘r\lﬁa
2 The GCC, vho has been with the 21st Panzer Division on lose
S-2and was later at Gombut airficld, orders the division to ctgs
oty iith coviring partics. A 15th’ Pamgor Divieion QUETY Sivo
“ncthor the railvny is to bo destroyed is answered in thc negative.
Corps battle
Nbeidat

r Carmu er
v1¢ headquarters has boen situated south-cast of C sot
3ince the morning of 18 June,

Army orders the interception of an enemy column west of Gambut-ot 12;20
Prisoners and 20 lorpics ape capturcd,  Another column attempts
bruak through in tne Corps battle hecadquarters arca, 3 guns an

1 lorry arc qu

stroyed by the Africa Corps battle echelon.

The GOC goes from the 215t to the 15th Panzer Division.
Details of the assault on Tobruk are discussed with both divisions;
prelimin

ary ordirs Por this operation will be issued today.

All is quict on the 15th Panzer Division sector; encmy reconnaissanc
units have withdram for to the onsh, Prisoncrs arc continually bei
taken, usually stragglers cut off from their units, No mincd areas
have been locabed apart from a ficld on the high terrain.

/21st
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21st Panzer Division reports the Vie Balbia clear of the enemy near Gambut
but there arc some single enemy ermoured reconnaissance cars 25 km, east of
Gembut,

An Army order is issucd regarding the withdrawal of tanks of both divisions
into the area north-west of El Duda. Orders for the transfer as from

1600 hours are issued to the division, Army places Enginccr Battalion 900
undcr Africa Corps commend for the assault on Tobruk with immediate effect,

The greater part of the Lowen Group, placed under Africa Corps command for
the assault on Tobruk, will go to the 21st Panzer Division as the latter
must divert an asseult group north-cast in the direction of Marsa Umm esc
Sciausc and another in the dircction of Tobruk itself in accordance with
the plan of attack,

The Africa Corps requests that the heavy howitzers of Army ertillery be
subordinatcd to it for the assault on Tobruk, '

The Africa Corps Quartermaster is sending up bridging equipment required
for crossing the anti-tank ditches on the outer defences of Tobruk.

The divisions will carry out reconnaissance operations on 19 June,

The Quartermestor docs not have at his disposal sufficient ¥/T to bring up
all thc supplies rcquired for tho assault on Tobruk, Orders have therefare
been issued to concentrate all available vehicles to ensure adequate supply
for tho attack,

19 Juno 1942

The night passes quictly; divisional orders remain unchenged, — During the
day the necessary reconnaissance operations will be carried cut and prepara-
tions made for the assault, particularly as rocgerds artillery.

Tt is doubtful whether the 15th Rifle Brigede can be brought up in time, as
it was to carry out a feint attack on Ras el Mdauuar from the Gasr el Chleche
arca on 19 Junc, In reply to an Africa Corps inguiry on this subject Army
rcported towards midday that the 15th Rifle Brigade will assemblc at Bt Duds.

The main body of Army artillery is to be placed under the command of the

21st Panzer Division end remaining units under the 15th Panzor Divigion.  The
artillery commander is recquested to attend a conforence at Corps bnttlov_hco.d-
quarters.  The 15th Panzer Division request for at loast onc heavy haviteer
is rejected by Army,

Enginecr Battalion 900 (under Africa Corps command) did not tekc part Ain
reconnaissance oporations, The unit will be used to set up tank b’r1dg¢"§'

The commanding officer is also requested to come to Corps battle hcadqunrters.
Subordination of units remnins unchanged, After the conference with the GOC,
the commanding officer of BEngineer Battalion 900 disousses details of the
opcration with divisional commanders,

Arny is asked to confirm whether the subordinstion of tho troop-carrying
vehicle company of Reconnaissence Unit 33 for the asssult on Tobruk will
toeke place as originnlly erronged. It is lerrnt thnt the comprny will

not be subordinated,

As no instructions to the contrary havo boen roceived ‘from Army, the order
issucd verbolly to the divisions to move inte the assombly aron at 1-600 hours
for the attack romains in foroe, A report to this offect is sent to Army.

An Army order is reccived to tho uffect that rearguards at Gembut and the

/Crpusio
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1530:

1700:

1900:

0635:

0745

3.,

Cepuzzo road will remain behind until relieved, 7
"Otherwise move off a2t 2100 hours", As it is not clear vrhci.:her or.lly

the rearguards or the mein body of the divisions are tc remcin behind 2
until relieved, an inquiry is made o% Arny, The divisions arc ordere

not to form up for the time being and to moke rreparations to leave
rearguards,

The order continues:

Prom midday Corps battle headquarters is sity

north of Et Duda with advanced battle hecadqu
Bu Asaten,

iated in the assembly area
arters south-cast of Bir

The C.in €, arrives
quustion of the tran
ordercd to form up,

radio message reoce

at Corps battie headquarters,
sfer of divisions is cle

Rearguards will be Je
ived later is supcrscded

First of all the
ared up, The divisions are
ft behind as ordered, '.!_‘he
by the personal explanation.
The Afries Cornps

plan of action rcmaing Unchangeq;
at 0520 hours,

zero hour is still

The 21st Panzer Division moves forward., The division reports that a
Tecomnaissance patrol has advanced along the Via Balbia 3.5 km, west of
. . o k4 .
Bardia, whers it tacountered cnemy fire,
Nt Y7 R T - @ v e it 4 .
15th Punzer Division rcports thet it is moving off,
The movements

of both divisions rrocaeed
that the divig

. Ccording + an The fact
lons arc moving into an ag £ to plan.

‘ . SCmbly arca unknown to them in
the dark wiy presunsbly not prove to pe 2 A3 5advnbn e Previous
reconna Lohnec opirations have onsured thL‘t N SHLAAZC. -

. . - 4~ <L =) CH - = -~ % al‘ - . - hea wcapons
will bo trought tillury and vy

into position und will ope

n fire zt mero hour.
Divisiong

“reoinstructed to fire to put
but not to

. M of nction observers on towers
Yestroy the towers thcmsclVf.::;,
Army orders units ¢ ‘nid 14 i \

T aACrs %00 send in bricf Cports . o 4ot overy hour from
now on, S Ol position every

20 _Junc 1942

The attack on T
prenarotion,
separate

obruk commences at 0520 hours, There is no artillery
e As the attack opens a heavy divc-homboer atteck is mado on
delence works and is concentrateg on the Africa Corps front.
The GOC goes

to the high ground south op
and observes

£) the barbed wire entanglements
the course of operotions,

At first

defence 34 remarkably weak,
from hi

: The unemy recovers very slowly
5 suryrise, which appears to be complcte,

The prosence of Indian troops in froat of the Africa Corps will be
confirmed later, This fact indi

the attack on another sector,

21st Panzer Division reports thot it has crosscd the barbed wire
centanglaments in front of point 69, The 15th Panzer Division is also
making good progress,

Point 61 is captured at O745 hours, and points 63 and 58 soon aftur-
VAT, Artillery fire continuos to be fairly light, and oncmy hoavy
butterics in the rear werce slow to rarticipatc in the battle.

The GOC gocs Torward to the anti-~tank ditch,

It is cssential to get
tenke over this obgtecle quickly

and exploit their striking powor, :
/0330{
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The first tanks of 15th Panzer Division go over the anti-tank ditch with
the help of prepared bridges, On the 21st Panzer Division sector the
motorised infantry regiment is north of the obstacle.

The first tanks of 21st Penzer Division cross the anti-tank ditch;  the
attack is meking good progress. Artillery fire increases, eospecially the
hcavier calibres, The extensive minefields are very troublesome, and the
advance is delayed while lenes are cut through them.

15th Penzcr Division reports that its panzer regiment is engaged in a tank
battle,  However, it succceds in pushing enomy tanks back slowly towards

the north in hard fighting, It appcars that the 21st Panzer Division is

held up -~ fow reports arc received,

XX Army Corps is still held up in front of the first line of defence, The
attack was unsuccessful, and only the Africa Corps was able to meke a brcach
in the front, Owing to XX Army Corps' failure to advence, the Africa Corps
must eliminate enemy forces on its flank, Enemy urtillery fire is concen= .
trated on the Africa Corps, and resistance is therefore eonsidersble at the
moment,  Defences are very deep and extend virtuelly to Tobruk,

15th Panzer Division reports that it has knocked out 10 enemy tanks so far,

The GOC impresses on both divisions the importance of ¢xploiting the breach
and sending forccs through it continually. TFor this reason the Rergh Group
of the Africa Corps battle cchelon will take over occupation of Hill 146,
hitherto carried out by the 21st Panzer Division,

The attack continues to make progress. The number of prisoners and amowglt
of matorial captured is constantly increasing. The Brescia Division, which
is in action behind the Africa Corps, must be brought torward to clear up
arcas taken by the Corps, The Luftwaffe will continue to support the
attack, Owving to difficulty in differentiating butween the two fronts
attacks have been made on Axis lines.

The GOC is still with the operations staff at 15th Panzer Division hend=-
quarters, Conferences with Colonel Crasemann arce in pProgress.

21st Panzer Division has reached the Via Balbia and caught up with thoe
15th Panzer Diviasion, GHQ draws attention to the fuct that units will
have to be diverted to Giaida, and that Tobruk harbour mst come under
obscrved firc as soon as possible. The 21st Panzer Division takes the
strongpoint where the throe trecks meet end is continuing its advancs
towards Tobruk,  15th Panzer Division must eliminste cnemy flenking move=
ments on the 21st Panzer Divi ion,

However, the 15th Panzor Division is still cigeged in a tank battle and its
cxtended luft flank is threctened by tanks advencing southwards, The
division's advance is further delayed by mineficlds.

owing to XX Army Corps' failurc to advance, the 15th Panzer Division 1s
ordered to advence its left flank to the high ground to prevent the cenemy
outflanking the Africa Corps.

15th Punzer Division has also reachud the Via Balbia, It may soon be
possible to report that Tobruk harbour is undir Germnn artillexy fire.

The Africa Corps receives instructions to mop up the o_re"a_\ east of the rocvd
triangle, 213t Panzer Division will be elletted this: task,

AKX Army Corps is still held up.

21st Panzer Division reperts the cepture of tho dawmward slopv of the high
ground,  15th Panzer Division is continuing its successful operations

Jagainst
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1830:

1900:
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against the encmy on the flank of the 21st Panzer Division. 30 enel;v
tanks havc been destroyed so far, 15th Panger Division must climinate
Fort Solaro to cnable the 21st FPanzer Division to push forward to Tobruk,,

XX Army Corps has still not relieved the Pressurc on the Africa Corps.

Army has therefore ordered the corps to be brought up behind the Africa

Corps and to attack along the bunker line from cast to west.

The GOC decides to use the Africa Corps battle cchelon to mop up the
road sector in the cast in order to relicve Precssure on the 21st _.'?anzer
Division, Therc are still considerablec Cnemy forces in strongpoints
in this arca,

215t Panzer Division reports that it is attacking Tobruk. 15th Panzer
Division is also continuing its successful Opcrations, It may now be
Said that the attack on Tobruk has hecen Successful , and that Tobruk g
itsclf will Probably be taken today,

The GOC is sti11 with the 15th f
Panzer Division,

15th Panzer Division has taken Gabr Gazem,
to protect its left flank which is of particy
Now in progress against Fort Solaro.

] . . . Gd
The division is again warned
lar importance for the attack

The town and harbour of Tobruk have bcen taker by the 21st Penzer -
]Da.v:1sion. 15th Panzer Division is also Continuing its advance. Enemy
TcCsistance ig weakening in placcs and Pilastrino has surrendered. Cn
the other hang stubborn rcsistance is being off'ercd at some pleces, €.8.
15th Panzer Division will attack Aircnte to meintain

n its ovm forces and thosc of the 213t panger Division.

S cngaged in heavy fighting at Gabr ¢l Abd, _.“_
z?;ngc:lloz:mg orders have beon iscued for the further conduct of opera-

contact betiwee
The division i

21st Pangcp Division: Continuc the attac

K and prevont enomy attompts
to break through, prevent enemy i
15th Panzer Division:  Protecct the loft flank op the 21st Panzer Division /
with front facing viest, The attack will be
resumed on the MOrNing of 29 guno,  Both !
diViSions 'v'fill keep a mo-bile a-:,sault gI-oup in i
readincss, 15th CNzer Division is agoin
instructed to Protect jig left flank.
Army orderys received later cover those alrceady issucd by the GOC,

1 the town, 21st Panzer f
ar bcr T ris o) : ere are b
still cnemy troops B9 pamber of prisoners in Tobruk, —Th

. ; . north of Tobruk, and 21gt Panze svision will attack
in this dircction during the night’if necessary, =or Divis

218t Panzer Iivision hag taken Auda.  The division again receives
orders that the road to the cast must bo opencd at Si poud in the
morning,

The Africa Corps can look back on this day vith particular pride, It
has pgaincd cxceptional victorics,

Very great successes have resulted
from the operations of both divisions,
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21 June 1942

No fighting took place during the night, Continual explosions can be
heard as the British blow up fuel and ammunition dumps. A glow and a
thick cloud .of smoke heng over Tobruk,

Both divisions attack towards the east, Enemy resistonce scems to be
broken and only flares up in places, 218t Panzer Division has taken over
6,000 prisoners so far, The number of prisoncrs teken increases during
the morning, especially on the 15th Panzer Division front.,  Altogether
the Army has teken 25,000 prisoncrs up till now.

By order of Army the Lindemann group in action on the eastern defence peri-
meter will be rclieved by the Bersaglieri regiment of XX Army Corps. The
GOC will instruct the commanding officer personally, The Lindemann group
is still ecngaged in fighting,

After informing the commanding officer of the Berseglieri regiment the GOC
ond the operctions staff go forward to the high ground south-west of Tobruk.

15th Fanzer Division reports the capture of Fort Giaida, Shortly after-
wards the 21st Panzer Division reaches the western defence perimeter, opening
the road to the wust, In the east the Lindemann group takes the enemy
strongpoint on the Via Ralbia and opens the road in this sector alse. The
battle echelon is resuming its attacks on strongpoints in the north.

Army receives a report that the bunkers south of the Via Balbia have also
been taken.

The GOC discusses further operations to be cerried out by the 15th Panser
Division at battlc headquarters, and is then ordered to an Army conference
at Tobruk,

The journey over the battleficld mekes a deep impression,  There are
abandoned guns, burning vehicles and armoured reconnaissance cars ete. .
everywhere, Incalculable masses of prisoners are pouring along the Via
Balbia towards Tobruk,

7The following order is issusd from Army battle headgquarters at Tobruk:

The Africa Corps will be moved into a new area south~cast of Gambut (20 .
south-west of Sollum), The 21st Panzer Division will move today and tha
15th Panzer Division tomorrow, both units using the Via Balbia, Divisions
will rest 1 - 2 days in this arca and wait for Iuftwaffe units to bc brought
forward, After a further move to the south the Africa Corps will then pfaah
forward in an easterly dircction through the barbed wire entanglemcnts ‘t0
cut off Sollum, .

The order is passed on verbally to the Operations Officer of the 21st Panzer
Division at Army batile headquarters, and the division will form up ot
1600 hoursa, The 15th Penzer Division is notified accordingly. '

Engineer Battalion 900 will be used to guard the town end harbour of Tobruk,
and its subordination to the Africa Corps terninated, ; . :

Battle group Lindemann, which has fulfilled its task, ia ordered to rest off

the Via Balbia, It will form up again tomorrow whon GHQ moves into the now .
area, o } L

15th Panzer Division is ordered to climinate the cncmy $trongpoint at El Adem
and opon the Tobruk road, L - -

- /1600
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1600:

0730,

0930:

1300:

1930:

38.

. . lm{ ‘-
21st Panzer Division moves forward and is procecding agg;rdln%:ﬁ ganier g
The division reports the situation at Si Daud as in gron -22 Jume, The
Division 35 again informed of the order to merch eas
°rder to move forward will be transmitted by radio.

M W11 move off at 0700 hours on 22 June.

, he German
The bagyye for the fortress of Tobruk has come to an end:J eTwith great
Africa Corps can look back on the 20th and 21st days of Jun '3 the
Fride, qpe Corps bad to bear the main brunt of the battle an
great vig

. th
: tory was gained only through the weight of its attack and the
flghting spirit of every man,

Captain Laubinger of the Africa Corps is nominated commandant of Tobruk.

22 June 1942

No Oberations take place during the night, The Dedekind group is St.ill ‘.'.;.f
t the “hémy strongpoint on the road to El Adem, Arrangements have been
Tg:}de? f.‘or the strongpoint to be handed OVCr ut 0500 hours. 15th Pa_nze:s
u-LVlS.‘Lon will bring up the Dedekind Eroup after the completion of mopping=
p °P§ration5. The group has carried out its orders and the road to EX
M 1s clear, kore than 4LOO prisoners have becn taken. o
lzth Fanzer Division forms up.  This takes place oo late, as azc:idlr,g
Ogcsrders the divicion should be in the area southe—cast of Gambu o
ro o JOUTS, 45th Panzer Division movements arc nlgo delayed by heavy
Tfie on the Via Bulbia,

21 S . .
% St Panger Division has arrived in the ap
owareg

“S the south and contucts reconnai
Quntcred the encmy as yeot,

t
ea ordered, scnds out 'chuhzs
Ssance units. The divisio:

AﬁVW
"ICCd units of the 15

OPdCred' 1 of" the 15

AfriCa [y

of Gaml ~

in SDite of the
° MOVe at 470
eudquarters at

s s +d i arca
th Panzer Division rcach Gasr el Arid in the a

Orpz battle headquarters has been transfurred and was 10 km, east
ut at midday,

original plans, Army ordcrs the Africa Corps to ;t:; ready
hours.  The GOC is ordercqd to advanced Army bat es-
Cantonierc Gambut, and receives the following orders:
Egzl‘cne’fw is in full retreat eastwards and must be left no time tgs
Banige, Units vwill therefore continue their advance eastwl r’u ove
Porwany . 3¢t aside for rest are cancelled, The Africa Corps wil Prom
thor ‘1} at 1930 hours and reach the apca north of Caret cl Dom. 23 Tome
: he Africa Carps will continue its advance southwards on
AN4 then attack on both

sides of the desert track through the barbed
Wire entanglemcnts tCJWCLI‘dS the east,

After the goc returns orders to this effoct are issued verbally to
divisional Opcrations Officer, 15th Panzer Division will advance an
the right, the 215t Pangor Division on the left. The attack must ught | -
Pegin et 1930 hours irrospective of wholnr s1l units have boen hhoughti
9P or supply measureas fully carried out.  Unibs may expect a res "
period in the Garet el Toma arca until 23 June,

Both divisions advance southwards, making casy progress and Withﬁ;um‘* |
encountering c¢cnemy forces, Howcever, the enemy is occasionally

inating the arca with parachutc flarez, and seems to be cxpecting on
outflanking thrust from the south, ‘

/2400:
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Both divisions are still advancing, GHQ is moving between the two
divisions to the new Corps battle headquarters at Bir Bu Meliba,

Divisional commanders are ordered to Corps battle headquarters at 10C0
hours to receive orders for the attack,

First line reinforcement battalions are brought forward to Tobruk to
reinforce the garrison,

The Chief of General Staff resumod his duties =t GHQ today.
23 Juno 1942

21st Panzer Division, operating on the left, has reached the area nor’?‘h—
cast of Garct et Doma as ordered, Africa Corps battle hea.dqtmrte:f's is
situated at Bir Bu Meliha, The 15th Penzer Division is still maving forwan

15th Panzer Division reports that it will stop north of the area arranged
during the night and move off again at dawn,

15th Panzer Division is also in the area north-west of Garet et Doma as
ordercd,  There arc no enemy forces in front of the division, and 21st
Panzer Division only reports an encmy reconnaissance patrol.

The Army order to attack at 1400 hours is received. The order is not clear
as it contains a misprint, and the Africa Corps can therefore take no further
action for thc time being,

Clearly-stated Army orders arc received, The attack will be launched at
1400 hours in an casterly direction along & line roughly 8 km. west of tho
barbed wire barrier, Divisions are notified accordingly, It is unlikely
$hat the attack will be delayed by the late arrival of orders.. Tho
commander of the 21st Panzer Division receives express orders for the attack
personally; the 15th Panzer Division roceives the order by radio, as its
commander lost his way en route to battle headquarters.

There is now weak artillory fire in the southern part of the Africa Corps
arca, 21st Panger Division brings some priscncrs in end reports armourcd
recomaissance cars east of thoe barbed wire berriers, The enemy Air Force
is very active today, but there is no sign of the Iuftwaffe,

GHQ shares the divisions' doubts as to whether the plens arranged can be rd
carried out considering the present supply situnrtion, ‘particularly as rogards
fucl, but docs not wish to remorstrate with Army on this aceount as & thrust
southwards may improve the entire situation.

21st Panzer Division moves up &t 1300 hours and t5th Panzer Division at

1345 hours, GHQ advances bctwoen the two divisions,  Divisions are
instructed to koep to the central line of advance and to reconnoitre the
enemy oastern and southern wing. 15%h Panzer Division bogins to lag bohind,
Tt would be better for the division on the right to advonoe more qq:iclcly as
it has the greatest distance to cover owing to the turn to the right.

51st Panzor Division turns castwards, The division is under weck artillery
fire from the ecast end there are somc ubmoured Yeconnaigsance cars in front
of it, There is no contact with the 15th Penser Divisign, which is conse<
quently instructed to move more quickly. '

15th Panzer Division reports thiat it has arrived in the area ordercd, The
division is not im contact with the onémy. A Yoeport is sent to Army that
tho 21st Panzer Division was roady to attack at 1645 hours,” —Army urges
units to attack as soon as possible, )
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18,0:

1930:

2030:

0100:;

0200:

0545

0650:

40,

Zero hour, The 21st Panzer Division attacks at the time orde
GHQ continues to move forviarg

. along the central line of advance o«
desert track running from west to cast), g

The 15th Panzer Division alsg attag
artillery fire, Enemy forces in
of isolated vchicle concentratj gy
fall back, 15th Panzer Divi
Panzer Division,

ks end similarly comes under
front of the Africa Corps, coda
x5 east of the barbed wire bary
sion slovay gains contact with the
Army reports that the 90th sio . e,

i Sion, advancing to the nort
Africa Cgr;_)s! has broken+through the f‘ron{:ier posi’c?ons. The 2
Panzer Division reaches the barpeg Wire barrier at the some time)
the 15th Panzer Division ls.aPProaching within sigh‘b of it. i
J; aq};geq:;zcc?gzrsizgc barﬁgr‘ !5th Panzer pivision is instruct
isgi)iling up. ' order scemg to be nccessary as the'di

Light pjyy

The 15th Panzer Divisicn has also pes, . &
Division is continuing its 8dvance oched the wire, The 21st I

. . Castyy: - . 3 £
objective some 5 km, cast of the 'v‘-’irs. "ards and reaches its

Just before nightfall.,
The Africa Corps intends to Press : . is il
coincides with an Army order recGigzddI{fi.ng the night. This p:u

ater,
In accordence with orders the divigy ONS reswae thoir advance ehs

24 Jun,

+-Juno 1950

Advanced units of the Africa Corps ap .

el Arba, At the moment there . na ® Moving south-castwards
Division,

Contect with the 21st Pan

GHO rests 5 km, north-west of Alapm el
oare ordered to roport vhen t

Arbe, i urs,
. hey rosume be until 1445 ho
that they will also rest,

heir advance, as it ispr

21st Panzer Division reports tho

at it - ba
where unite turn north-cnstwey, as) has reached Alam el Ar (

There are no enemy forces
elso radios that the ene
will push forward as ich has been
along the east-west desert trac since UL ﬁgﬁr‘;’mﬁas the imp:
that both divisions have movea too rar away from this line.

GIQ is situated et Alam el Mota, Enemy forces in front of GHQ
back after an attack by the Africa

. Corps battle echelon.
nothing to be scen of the two divisions,

Just as Army had reccived a report that everything was procee 1
ly, the 15th Panzor Division reports that it is unable to co
advance owing to lack of fucl,

Its advanced units are stil
of Alam cl Mota and are not in contact with enemy forces.
the division to pool its petrol and form pursuit groups, whi

the advance immediately, However, the division has no fuel aft
Iator the division is ordercd to investigate the rcasons for

tion and submit a report, 14 appcars that the division is n
the fucl shortage was caused by supply columns not arriving on

roport must be scnt to Army that the advence cannot be resuméa
have refuclled,
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21st Ponzer Division reports that the defence works of the British 5th
Brigede have been cleared. It is assumed that as the enemy has evacuated
this important cornerstone of the Sollum front, he will also abandon Sollum
itself, It is now more important thon ever for the Africa Corps to push
quickly eastwards and block the retreat of at least some enemy units, This
will hardly be possible, however, owing to the shortage of fuel. The

21st Panzer Division also reports that its fuel is low and that its spear-
heads are halting et Bir Diquash, ‘

Army reports that the enemy is retreating eastwards as had been expected.
The Africa Corps will advance south and the 90th Light Division north of the
railway line, Objective for the day is 50 km, south~cast of Sidi Barrani.

After a preliminary order 21st Panzer Division is instructed to form =
pursuit group. The new Africa Corps centre line of advance is Bir Diquash -
Bir Thalatha - Qabr Abu Mahata, The area north-west of Qabr Abu Mahata is
the objective for the day, The 15th Panzer Division is notified accordingly.
The area 5 km. south-west of Qabr Abu Mphata is its objective,

The 21st Panzer Division battle group moves off ecastwards. The situation
on the 15th Panzer Division front remains unchanged, The 90th Light Division
is still in hot pursuit of the encry.

No ncw reports have been received from the 21st Panzer Division, 15th Panzer
Division will not be ablc to move forward before 1600 hours, Both divisions
rececive orders to form auxiliary columns, The Quartermaster is instructed to
send fuel forward as quickly as possible, 15th Panzer Division is agein
instructed to send a pursuit group forwerd to the objective for thc day as
soon as fuel arrives,

24st Panzer Division and GHQ move forward again, Divisional reconnaissance
report the high ground at Sofafi clear of the enemy, Supply dumps found by
the division have mostly been destroyed.

phe 15th Panzer Division pursuit group also moves forward, The Africa Corps
cxtends the divisional centre line of advance to point 160 (24 km, south of
Mersa Angeila), The ultimate defence areas are fixed as follows:-

21st Panzer Division =~ Bir el Arag - point 195
15th Panzor Division - point 195 - Qabr Abu Raydan

GHQ is continuing its advance along the centre line and is about 10 km.
north-east of Alam Dinash at the moment, 21st Panger Division reports that
jt wishes to rest from dusk onwards, Owing to increascd fuel expenditure
it is doubtful whether the objective could be reached if the advance were
continued during the night, At the moment the division is making good
Progress, and its advanced unitg are about 12 km, north=east of Alam Dinash.
There is no contact with the Graf pursuit group as its radio transmittor
has broken dowmn, The division receives orders that its advuanced units must
pcach the new defence area and the main body of the division the Qabr Abu

R&ydan arca,

21st Ponzer Division again reports that it wishes to halt at 1945 hours,
orders are issucd to continue the advance, The division is making pgood
progress; the Graf unit is only a short way in front, as the result of an
cneountor with cnemy forces,

The 15th Panzer Division pursuit group is lagging far behina.

The 21st Panzer Division advance slows dovm later., Army is informed
accordingly.

213t Panzer Division has reached the Alam el Igab arca, The 15th Panger
Division has moved forward again in the mcantime and is still in the area

/north-

.
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1200:
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north-east of Alam el Nota and is therefore about 50 km, bchind, -
divisional pursuit group is 5 km, south-west of Bir el Thalath

about the same distance behind the main body of the 21st Panzer
There is no contact with Cenemy forcesg :

The divisions continue the advance - rard GHQ is si
5 km, north-cast of Alam o1 north-eastwards, Q

Tgab during the night.
In spite of a deep thrust the pppjg, Corps did not succeed in i
the objective of the day, Thjg Was due solely to supply difficulbi
(fuel) end not to lack of pj hting spirit or inadequate offort

p«?rt of commanders and troops, It is expected that fucl Aiffj
will be overcome on 25 Junc by supplies from the Quartermaster,
the delay causcd today will be

y made good then, The encmy air
very active today and several attacks werec carried out. No Luft
opcrations were obscrved,

25 June 1942

21st Panzer Division takes up defensive positions around Qabr
during the night, - 15th Panzer Division continues to move forw
catehes up,  The division still has no contact with the Warrel
pursuit group, Therc ere considerable terrain difficulties
come in places, The panzer regiment is still held up. GHR move
at davm; Hill 195 h=s becen choscn as Corps battle headquarte?s'

15th Panzer Division is 15 km. south-west of Bir el Thalatha,

As regards units on the flank, it is known that ¥% Army Corps opé
on the right, is lagging behind, but that on its ieft the 90t

Division has advanced further to the engt, Therc are only wua.k
forces in fromt of the Africa Corps.  The qrlAr pursuit group
in an artillery cngegement east of Hill qg9s,

15th Penzer Division and GHQ continue to move forward. The, p
rogiment is now about 30 kme bchind. ’
21st Panzer Division cen prosumably mMove forward again at 1360
The division has taken some fucl from captured encmy dumps; bu
method of acquisition is proving difficult as cnemy dQumps are
far apart, arc well camouflaged, and have sometimes been dest
Divisional scarch parties are contimally active, The enemy
ently fallen back to Mersa Matruh. Uivisions are ordered to'
loast some units forvard in spite of the fuel shortage, to kae
enemy's heels, 15th Panzer Division can presumably advance
operational area ordered, but Panzer R?giment 8 will have té
w“here it is until the fuel colwans arrive,

GHQ rosts at Hetiyet Kabbash, A report is received ‘at last
15th Pangzer Division pursuit group, Which was involved in :t
ongagement during the morning. ~ The 15th Panzer Division its
catching up, The situation of the 21st Panze;r Dlv:.s:.or}:emu
After a short engagement the divi:.sional pursuit group continu
advance castwards, There are still only cnemy reconnaiss
strength in front of the Africa Corps.

15th Panzer Division arrives in its operational area, (}Hg
situated in the same place. It is planncd to move forwar
at 1500 hours,

21st Panzer Division resumes thc advance into its operational

: il
divisions are instructed to link up on the flan.ks;_' gma@d t
Panger Division is ordered to bring its tanks up for tomorr
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Army orders an attack to be launched tomorrow in a south-easterly direction
from an arca about 30 km, cast of that held hitherto, XX Army Corps will
attack on the right and the 90th Light Division on the left, Divisions
are ordercd to advance accordingly beyond their defence areas today,  Army
also reports that rcconneissance units have becn sent out to the south-cast
and that the whole lcngth of the coastal road is open for supply traffic.

21st Panzer Division has reached its operational arca, It will rest until
1700 hours and then move forward again, Both divisions are ordered to be
rcady for action at 1430 hours tomorrow. In so far as the fuel situation
permits, divisions will move up to the arca today.

15th Panzer Division reports that only parts of the division will be able to
continue the advence, and thaet the panzer regiment, part of which is on the
move, can proceed only about 40 km, The 21st Penzer Division is moving
forward,

15th Panzcer Division inquirces whether the pursuit group is to move forward
today and is onswcrced in the ncgative,

21st Panzer Division is still moving forward into the assembly arca, Tho
Graf pursuit group continues to advance in front of the division.

The fuel situation continucs to be serious, Allocations brought up by
supply columns arc not adcquate, and it is doubtful whether the attack can
begin tomorrow, cspecially as no fuel has been captured, GHQ considcrs
that at lcast 1,240 tons of fuel are roquired for the attack,

15th Panzer Division reports that it will probably be able to coll!.eot

1,240 tons of fucl for motqrised units, In the meantime the C.in C,

visits the division and altcrs the Africa Corps sector of attack. Healsoarders

rcconnaissance operations in strongth to be carried out in the Mersz lf!atruh .

arca. Africa Corps therecupon orders a new centre line of advance (Hill 195
to point 210),  GHQ agrees with the 15th Ponzer Division plen to recon-

" noitrc Mersa Matruh in strongth.

The division wishes to attack at 0430 hours tomorrow merning,

21st Panzer Division has moved too far north owing to a miscaleuletion.
The division is taking up defensivc positions at Ghot el Duda during the

night.
GHQ set up battlc headquartcrs on Hill 195 during the afternoon.

The cnemy Air Force was particulerly active again today: Almost ec?nt:.nuous
bombing attacks were carried out. The encmy also carrmeq cu«f; b?mblli-\g '
opcrations at night. In the late ovening attacks of long duration \mzc
made on GHQ with the help of flares, Only the battle echelon suffere
losses, however,

. s y 1 ) t be
The fucl problem which has existed during the past few deys canno .
considered solved, The tenk situation has also deteriarated owing to the
strain of thc recent march, Bach division still hes about 30 serviceablo
tanks.

26 June 1942

t i soonnaissnnce operations in strength arc in progress
;.2 }}Eei:i:z;ztm}ﬁo;hzogiﬁsion itself has not yut attacked owving to lackmc‘)g
fuel. Columns werc dispersed by contimucus night bombing attacks, and rm: 3
werc also made on stocks of captured fucl, On inguiry the division ropor“ ;
that it will probably be able to attack at 0300 hours, Tho penger reogimon
is closing up,

/0730:
G, 236622/6F%/7/49/35
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0730:
0900:
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1120:

1220:

1600:

1645;

Lfli'-

GHQ moves forward in p, direction of 206,

15th Panzer DiViSion moves f‘o . - 1 3 ion ha'.s a’bou*
rward, The divisio

fuel, 21st Panger DiViSion, which has not yet changed posit

about the Same amount of fuel avaiiable There is no cont

forces,  Continugyg bombi. :

davm, Ng attacks have been in progress

The Chicf of Genera] Staff vy
of advance will Temain ag opg
report based on Yesterday tg
incorrect, The ordcy is ig
Division and the 154 Panzc
of Gencral Stafrf,

Sits Army, end radios that the
ginally ordered,  The 15th P
discussion vith the C.in C., wa
Sucd in written form to the 21
T Division is informed verbally ]

¥ith the cxception of

sSonG ro
are no encmy forces jip

Connaissance patrols in the n
front

of the Afriea Corps.
15th Panzer Division continyeg
advenced units arc at cabr Abu ipha ta
The division is in the Alop Aba, onnais

faln} al arca, Cnly rcconnax
of the 21st Ponzep Division arc i},cgogzgct with the enemy.
‘Pody of the cneny Torces SCCnS to be on the coast. 15th .
1s ordcred to rinew contact with the motorised corps. -
15th Panzer Divisi
Corps battlc heaq

on rcache

S the approximatc arca of Bir el
quarters i

Thi
5 situated here at present. .
impression that the Werneycer group, which can be observed fir
battlc hcadq\mrtcrs, is adv:\ncing'too slowly. 15th Panz
therefore ordored to push the group forward. v
For the first time the cnciyy mokes his presence known :|.n :
Battle group WCI‘n(‘;yer is bOmb:lrded -by artillery from this !
In the meantime the 21st Prnger Division rcccives fucl supp
reports that it will be ready to attack at 1600 hours.

Corps battlo headquartors is being brought forward to Ghot

i aotivs ; ok
Bnory air activity continucs to incrcasc,  Bombing attad)

is i
nade every hour, causing considerable losses. Thore i
sc¢en of the Luftwaffe,

Penzer Reginent
Panzer Divisicon
instructions
Staff; these
At 1600 hours,
Mastura,

8 has closcd up to the 15th Panzor Div—is:"
rnoves up. As no further orders f:g; hio
arc issued on the data brought up by th iptipe
instructions arc to attack in a sputhggd ok
Corps battle hcadquarters is situa ok

- . tac‘
21st Panzer Division is ready to attack, ans% 1:1‘211::80?;&1
J0th Light Division on its left flank., ~ The strong Ao
Division reconnajssance forces arce also in conts ing e
Livision, The GOC personally informs the oonunandf Spomat ion
15th Panzer Diviasion of plans and the conduct o
accompanics the divisional attacking force.,

Panger Di
215t Panzer Division launches its at?aCk;tch:?.flzhuP- ’
held up et first, but then succceds in o

& stro;’gg
Acoarding to encmy reports from the arca there arc ;
tlons arcund Mersa Matruh.
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The Africa Corps attack is making good progress, E}nenw air attacks continue,
and a considcrable number of casualtics are caused in an attack on GHR,

';1‘8?'%5‘,[:: 21st Panzer Division has reached the partly mined Matruh = Siwa desert track.
Enemy forces arc weak, but heavy concentrations of vchicles can be observed
further cast of the track The 15th Panzer Division attack is being carried
forward very slovly, Encmy artlllery fire is gradually becoming heavier,
and Corps battle headquarters is under fire at times. Enemy forces east of
the track arc rctiring castwards,

15th Panzer Division encounters enemy tanks, 21st Panzer Division is now
fecling the effects of the 15th Panzer Division's failure to advancc, and its
flank is undcr fire from the south, .

Units reconnoitring Mersa Metruh report further enemy forces in this arca, -
which arc being attacked by the 90th Light Divisiom,

21st Panzcr Division halts its advance in front of an extensive minefield.
The division intcends to move forword agein on the morning of 27 Junec after
cutting lancs through the ficld, 15th Panzer Division is not encountering
much opposition now and is making good progress towards its objective,

GHR orders both divisions to rusumc the attack on thé morning of 27 June.
An Army ordcr received later conteins the same order for the German Africa
Corpse.

Corps battle hcadquaorters wes transferrcd to Bir Sidi Ali at dusk.

Enemy bombing zttacks continue during thc night,

27 Juno 1942

15th Panzer Division has rcechecd its objectivo, Encmy forces fell back
purriedly. Most of the division is on Hill 224, whilst some units are
covering Hill 227,  Units of the 21st Panzer Division cut lanes through
the mineficld Quring the night,

As no further Army orders are received, the erder to resume the attack is
issucd. 15th Panzor Division will take Bir Abu Shayit by way of Ragabeth
¢l Ratam, and 21st Panzer Division Bir shineina by way of Abar Zahy. GHR
intends to encircle and destroy the enemy forces cncountored yesterday cven-
ing, which arc thought to be still south of the mineficld.

GHQ moves south at dawvm, The GOC goes Fforward to the 15th Pa.nz_r Division,
which is under heavy artillery fire from all sides and has vnemy tanks -on
its right flank, The encmy even attacks with tanks from the north-e st.
pdvanced units of the 21st Panzer Division have passcd thitough “thHe mi \f‘:...ld
There arc no encmy forces in front of the division, but patrols locatc a
strongpoint furthcr away in the path of its advances

of poznt 22y, The division has gone over to tho duiens:.w_, »c»:.s i
attacked from several directions by taiks, ‘215t Panzer IDNvisio
south=ecast, has reached Bir el Gibb. Orders to attack wer
againe Divisional reconnaissance is still obscrving the Mersa ifitruh arca,
which has apparuntly been abandoned, There is no contnct with ¥X Army ‘Corps
attacking on the right, In viuw of cnemy alr activit “to provent
transport concentrating, Africe Corps orders XX Army Corps not to-run into
the 15th Panger Division, . . .

'_s ‘been rx.pul :
my still haos a

The cnemy armourcd attack on the 15th Panzer Division il
13 c¢nemy tanks were destroyod, It appoars that t:h«.

/. strongpoint
G.236622/E¥/7/49/35
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1030:

1208:

1245

1340

1500;

1700:

The C,in C, is with the p4 L . .y
the hill dopc south-wegt O?tBliDingﬁinglvlslon, which he orders i
ina,

from the south causcs los SO°th of Bir el Salihat, Artills
8till with the 15th Pa.nzer Divs cs
Army orders the 21st . L
artillery, but as :hepam‘?r Division attack to be supported by
cannot mal,ce contact, stxl‘tions of the latter are not known AfF
according to which there aps s °.ATOPped by an aircraft at Afr:

is passed on to Army,

gmt}sl? maﬁzlggvzgiolsﬁ Pafaz@r Division has destroyed 9 more
the enemy positions iy ts the impression that it has advanced
armour to the right vy he darim, The enemy is apparently mov:
advance The latterar‘lg’ having Observeq the 21st Panzer Di
15th Panzer Division, qulolzdeGd Yo cut off enemy forces OPpOS:
gesert track west of Bj oy z:: rllj?ivi sﬁnt;’isggznzgnb
. . . Ve - >
ivision there is about ision in the pocket being :
21st Panzer Division is org i

-5 5 ered to usge 4 illery against %
force,  In addition, GHQ r iveizzm{‘;‘;?ﬁtaiks. 15¢h

21st Panzer Division also bl : n he
. € § s ocks the gh e between the
B;r Shincina (front facing South-west), e'be%hsg_‘:pis nothing +
of XX Army Corp;hon the right, The Ariete Division is rest

C encircling movement 1 d by the GOC ca
out . i O Planne oy =
pOCkgﬁly if the Ariete Division at least participates 11’1‘ clos

The C.in C, thereupon places xx Army Corps under the command
Corps.  The Operations Officer is sent ocut to the divisi
Ct_ers with verbal orders, The Ariete Division is found i
Qiseir arees and the Trieste Division south-west of ite. Both
have no arders from their Corps; XX Army Corps H.Q. is &
50 km. further west. The divisional commanders are preps
out the dircct orders of the Africa Corps and to attack in
of Ragabet c1 Ratam at 1730 hours. The Trieste Division
on the right, the Ariete Division on the left.,  Directicn
¥ill be marked on the map, The Operations Officer of the A
¥ill remain with the Aricte Division to ensure constant oont
the Africa Corps and the left wing of the (motorised) Corps

21st Panzer Division attacks towards the south, Agents I

the enemy is apparently preparcd to withdraw eastwards.
of taking Hill 222 is impressed on the division again, "
need not worry about its left flank and rear, as the Li b or
is moving into the area north of Bir Shineina. The C. fgxni

out that it is more practicable for the 21st Panzer Divisio
to the south-west than to the west.

218t Panzer Division roaches the high ground south of Bi:e.‘b
is turning west, cutting off large enemy vehicle concentreti

15th Panzer Division attacks again.

C. 236622/EFE/7/49/35
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The Aricte Division also attacks, but makes only slow and hesitant progress,

The enemy is offering resistance everywhere, which is very stubborn in places,
particularly in the 21st Panzer Division sector. As his escape route to the
east 1s blocked he will probably attempt to break out to the south by way of
Bir Khalda. He is actually withdrawing south-east in the 15th Panger
Division sector, XX Army Corps must now press forward quickly and deny him
the possibility of retiring south-eastwards, The Corps is therefore urged
to hurry and the northern wing is sent forward in the direction of Mabus
Karima, Because of faulty radio communications, these orders do not reach
the Operations Officer of the Africa Corps who is with XX Army Corps, and in
any cas¢ it would not have been possible to increase the speed of the advance.
The enemy tanks opposite the left wing of the 15th Panzer Division are
retiring northwards, ° Their position later cannot be located in the dark,

GHG continued to move forward behind the 15th Panzer Division, Battle head-
quarters will be situated on Hill 225,

The C.in C.'s radio message which was sent off at 1722 hours errives, ~
According to this the 21st Panzer Division will move forward in the direction
of Fuka in the evening, ’

GHQ gives the 21st Panzer Division a preliminary description of the situation,
It is clear, however, that this operation will not be possible today owing to
the cnemy situation, A 21st Panzer Division attack in the direction of Fuka
would mean sacrificing the success which has been achieved. Even though
large enemy formations have broken out to the south owing to the Aricte and
Trieste Divisions' failure to advance, it is possible that the enemy units
still in the pocket will be destrioyed, The 15th Pangzer Divigion is now
making good mrogress, and advanced units of XX Army Corps have reached Mabus
Kerima. ~GHQ is still following up the 15th Panzer Division. On the other
hand, rotreating enemy units in the 21st Panzer Divisicn sector are inéreasing
pressure- considerably, and the division is obliged to go over to the defensive.
Thore is no contact with the 15th Panzer Division west of Abu Shayit, In

the evening units of the 21st Panger Division fight hard defensive battles to
repulse enemy attempts to break through, III/Motorised Infantry Regiment 104,
which is being attacked by New Zealanders, suffers particularly heavy losses.
Breaches of international law, such as the murder of wounded, occur during
those actions, ' :

Army orders for tomorrow are received, After mopping up the areéa, the

Africa Corps will remain ready to attack in the direction of Fuka,

The Africa Corps has succecded, although not until the afternoon, in break-
ing dovn stubborn enemy resistance, destroying largc chemy forces, and in

thrusting deep into the fortified Mersa Matruh pozition. This advance has
paved the way for further Africa Corps pursuit operations towards thu east,

The enemy appears to be resuming the retreat along the whole front,  Enemy. -
air activity was slight today, indicating a further withdrawal of flying
formations, ) ' S s

28 _June 1942

The north wing of the 15th Panzer Division will advance along the high ground
to the track end destroy enemy forces. The 21st Panzér. Division will alao
resume its attack in a south-westerly direction, as planned by the division.
The north wing of XX Army Corps will pursue the cnewy by wey of Mabus Krima
and cut off his escape route to the scuth. After this has bocn done tho.
15th and 21st Panger Divisions ond XX Army Corps will rimain ready to carry
out pursuit operations in an casterly direction. PR N

JO140:
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0140:  The night is very disturbed on the 21st Ponzer Division sect
tank battle develops on the right wing, The encmy is attempt
move off south in the direction of Chalda, ‘

0203: The division reports that most of the attacks have been re

is mov1ng off towards the south, German forces, therefore,
succeed in closing the pocket,

Attacks against the 21st Panzer Division are increasing in vi
There is st:.ll no contact bctwec.n the 15th and 21 st Panzer Di_

0330:  15th Panzer Division has reachcd the high ground west of Abu
is taking up defensive positionms,

TTTTRSITRY T

0520:  Contact has at last been cstablished between the two divisic

15th Panzer Division query, as to whether it should.continue
: casterly direction, is settled. The division will mop up the
: to and including the track. There is no contact with enemy
. of which appear to have csczped towards the south. The ri
: the 21st Panzer Division is in the Bir Abu Batta area and the
: at Qaret el Tihdeira, Thc main enemy attacks towards the ea
relicve pressure were made against the northern wing of the d

0730:  The Operations Officcr recturns from the Ariete Division. It
; confirmed that all the orders issucd for today's advance did
: the Ariete Division, Similar orders are therefore issued ag
. radio,

The divisions continue to mop up the battle area, reorganiseé.
units which became confused during the night, and carry out gu
operatlons. No fighting is in progress, The 15th Panger L
in the are around Bir Ragabet el Ratam, where Corps battle headq
is situated, A bvattle group set off in an easterly directi
hours yesterday, :

0945:  Several Army messages are reccived in quick succession.
messages have a 2-hour transmission period and also arrive i
order, Thc Africa Corps will continue the pursuit in the &
Fuka immediately. Three battlc groups will be sent out froém
onc in a southeeasterly direcction and the other two along the
road, Army plans to rcach the area south of El Daba and ¢ t
motorised units there, The 90th Light Division is at Mersa
the Iittorio Division still in the area north of Bir Shinein
Arictc and Tricste Divisions are behind the Africa Corps
Abu Khalifa area,

- 1010:  The 15th Panzer Division is notified accordingly and will a
. 1130 hours as it is some distance behind the 21st Panzer DBi
Bir Abu Shayit - Bir Abu el Fakarin has been fixed as the e
of advance,

1108: 21st Panzor Division receives orders to attack at 1230 houzr
Panzer Division will reach thce arca south and south-west of

place, Army urges divisions to attack quickly. The dela;
solely to orders arrivinq too late,

The GOC and Chief of Staff went to the 21st Panzer Division
the attack, Advanced battle headquarters is situated a% B _
Tho Ariete and Trieste Divisions arc informed that the Af: ‘
attack eastwards, and are again instructed to reach the are

G. 236622/EFF/7/49/35
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'1215 .

1 330:

49.

GHOQ forms up to advance behind the 15th Panzer Division. As the division
is distributed in depth, GHQ moves forward later and will advance along the
centre line of advance between the two divisions.

15th Panzer Division attacks 45 minutes late and is in contact with the
Ariete Division, Reconnaissance has located no enemy units in the south.

The Motorised Corps is no longer under Africa Corps command for pursuit
operations. In the 15th Panzer Division sector pursuit groups are only a
short distence in front of the main body of the division, Both divisions
arc in contact with each other. Army continues to urge the divisions to
move forward more quickly.

Both divisions are advancing quickly eastwards and are not in contact with
cnemy forces, They are informed that the ILittorio Division is still in the
Bir Himir - Bir cl Gerari area., The 15th Panzer Division is advancing some
distance away from the centre line of advence and both divisions are there-
fore ordercd to move nearer to it, The 15th Panzer Division is also instruc-
ted to carry out reconnaissance operations on its right flank, GHJ assumes
that the enemy units encountered yesterday are still in the south, but Army
reports that they have withdrawn some distance eastwards,

The 21st Panzer Division encounters the enemy for the first time, coming
under artillery fire in the Bir el Wisheika area, The Littorio Division,
which is holding back, is in sight on the left, but there is no contact with
XX Army Corps on the right, The Corps is lagging far behind and has
probably reached the track by now, -

From the areas reached it should be possible to make effective use of artillery
against enemy units retreating along the approximate course of the coastal
road. Divisions arc therefore ordered to get artillery into position as
quickly as possible.

The divisions continuc to advance quickly. The 15th Panger Division is still
not keeping to the centre line of advance and has only visual contact with
the 21st Panzer Division, Army reports that the situation is unchanged,

21st Panzer Division reports that it has reached the high ground shortly after
a query about this had been sent off, There are large transport cancentra-‘
tions in Fuka, and the division intends to push its main force forward in this
direction.  The 15th Panzer Division is lagging behind, and reports enemy
tanks in front of its right flank and isoleted enemy petrols in the south,

The division is still some 15 km. away from the high ground.

GHQ is still moving forward; Corps battle headquarters was set up at El
Deikhiyat after nightfall,

Radio transmission

ivision is i i t Fuke,
21st Panzer Division is involved in an action at Fuk rts and orders.

is very bad this evening, causing considerable delay to rep -
For example, Corps did not receive the report on the action at Fuka until
2200 hours. 15th Panzer Division is ordered o cover the right flank of
the 21st Panzer Division from the high ground., The enemy must be provented
from advancing on the 21st Panzer Division from the south and encircling it
and other units in Fuka.

213t Panzer Division reports that Fuke airficld has been cut off and the
road and railway blocked. Army orders for 29 Junc have thercfore been

carried out alrcady., The Africe Corps has completely made up for lost

time by its quick advance.

The supply situation continues seriocus as lines of communication increase

in length,

Todey there are altogoether

The tank situation is becoming worse cevery day,
41 tanks still serviccable.

/29 Junc 1942
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50,

29 June 1942

15th Panzer Division reports that the Werneyer pursuit group
forward south-east into the ares op point 136, i

The following orders are issued fop 29 June:
15th Panzer Division: holgd are

artillery, reconnoitre to the &
to cover the flank of the 24 st

8s reached, command immediate
outh, The division will al
Panzer Division.

21st Panzer Division: ho
r

ld are ~ -~
way, command immediate ®as rcached, block coastal roé_,

ont witp artillery.,

repulsed in spite of thick foo the south-east, Every. atte "‘B

The situation can be estimateq clearly again Lorries and we
have been brought in as well ag g large B e e Of prisonealrlaé? \
number of prisoners tal.cen in the muka area smounts to more t
men, According to prisonerg: statements, Mersa Matruh is %
ated, There are only isolateg 2

i to !
east of the Africa Corps. énemy vehicles far away

Corps passes on an Army order

ac i i Afri
to attack towards the area ab, cording to which the 1¢

out 40 km, south of E1 Daba.

According to the Corps order
begin at 1600 hours with the
and the 15th Panzer Division
Division will be given a cent
will be sent on ahead,
being slowed down by the
the centre, This mecasur

issued in written form, the aii
21st Panzer Division advancing
on the right, Only the 21st P
re line of advance., Advanced
To prevent the 15th Panzer Divisien
Panzer regiment, this unit will b u
€s proves particularly fortunate I

Army is informed and in turn issues instructions regarding,
by units on the flank, The Army order received later do
any change to be made in instructions already issued by the:

15th Panzer Division rcports that tanks have now appeared

the Wermeyer group, The Africa Corps must therefore exps
enemy forces on the right flank, '

Tho situation and further Africa Corps plans are discussed
divisional Operations Officer, Particular attention is j
Fuka being brought up at the right time and the transfet
Panzer Division to the south before the attack. This m
necessary as only the high ground to the north of the 1¢
Division is possible for vehicles and the 21st Panzer Di
move up on to the height itself in this direction.

It is quiet everywhere; there is no contact with enemy. f¢
point along the front.

15th Panzer Division reports that units of the 90th Light
already in Sidi Haneish, Army had ordered reconnaissance
sent forward to this place,

G. 236622/EFE/7/49/35
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51.

The Africa Corps attacks south-eastwards on time, Advanced units of the
15th Panzer Division soon come under enemy artillery fire, The 21st Panzer
Division is held up through the fault of the 15th Panzer Division, As the
latter is being held up by artillery fire it is ordered to take cover

The spearhead of the 15th Panzer Divison has attacked again, GHQ is moving
forward along the centre line of advance between the two divisions. A
request to Army for information regerding units on the flank coincides with
a report on this subject, according to which Reconnaissance Unit3 and the
Littorio Division have beecn sent in on the left of the Africa Corps.

Good progress is being made; short delays arc caused by a minefield.

Panzer Regiment 8 is under heavy artillery fire from the south, = 25 tanks
have moved into the rear of the 15th Panzer Division, and the division halts
Panzer Rogiment 8 to protect the extended flank of the division, Tanks are
also reported in front of the division, On the other hand there are only
isolatcd tanks in front of the 21st Panzer Division and these fall back
eastwards, :

15th Panzer Division is still cngaged in fighting, In reply to an Africa
Corps request for participation by XX Army Corps which is advancing on the
Africa Corps' right, Arimy reports that XX Army Corps is following the Africa
Corps. .

21st Panzer Division rests its tanks and intends to continue ‘f’-hg iadva.nce
when the moon rises, The GOC, who is with the 21st Panzer Division at the
time, approves this decision. .

15th Panzer Division, which is lagging behind somewhat, also rests, There
are still enemy tanks on the division's right flank,

q
15th Panzer Divison resumes the advance, and the 21st Panzer Division moves
forward again shortly afterwards, Divisions make good progress without
encountering encmy forces; only the terrain creates difficulties in places,
At midnight both divisions are still moving inte the area ordered,
Encmy air activity today wes less than of late, and no bombing attacks were
mﬂdel

30 June 1942

The advance is continuing smoothly end without enemy opposition.  The

15th Panzer Division is lagging behind somowhat,

el Qiseir area as ordered,

1st Panzer Divisi ad b i seiyat
21s Division has reached the Hiseiy 1 headquarters is situated

15th Panzer Division is moving up. Corps bat
2 km, southwest of Hiseiyat el Qiseir.

15th Panzer Division has also arrived in the area ordered. Units are no

longer in contact with the enemy.

The noisc of battle can be heard in the north=cast. 3ingle enemy vehicles
are sighted in the south-east, but there arc no cuemy forces in front, An
Army order (transmission period almest 7 hours) does not cause any change
to be madc to orders alrecady issued.

A fresh Army order is received, according to which an attack will bc made

in the nor;]:lym on 1 July. The assembly area will bo reached duringi;he.mght
so as to give the onemy the impression that the Africa Corps 13 atill in the
same area, Divisions are ordored to be ready to resume the & nat a_t

1200 hours, but this is later changed to 1745 hours. There is just about

/enough
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1200:

1600:

1800

P

2200:

2310:

‘ ACmy in the sands i in action axm
‘rcleascd for the t Y in the sand torm, Units _

enough fuel to enapie the

: he cnemy,  The terrain in the sou

t ngzt.a:icﬁik- ThC_adVanced detachment of the 15th Panzer Di
a L -kab Mingar, Army ordcrs contact to be made
Corps advanclng on the Tight )

g?;iggzg g;r:felgards 18 discusseq with senior divisional Gen
15th Panzer Dj. SPhone, ing to extremely difficult terrain
24 . vy Sdon is Obliged to use the samc hill descents
st Panzer Divisji on, 4
ﬁﬁ?ﬁii?flﬁg :n Y Teport the encmy forccs north of the AfFie
forces The ;ft’:ﬁl‘ds. The Africa Corps is ordered to destro
the cne sucee St Panzer Divigion is sent in too late, how
i ¢cds in breaking through to the cast.

f:tﬁfgngfa;g\pgﬁi‘;anc during the early afternoon,
t3 n‘bal;ead ¢ hoat gy intense, A Corps order, similar
a;.-gas Y given verbally, is issued for the move into

€ occurs

Enemy tanks anq infantp . o
23 A Ty attack from the west while brepara
bc,:!.ng ,m“dc ;o move off, 215t Pangzor Divi;ion\is ordered to
tllt.s cr;cmyf.orce. The Africa Corps ang GHQ itself arc unde:
;:ml/ii;rg b:‘tz:‘:icthr v Africa Corps battlc cchelon must 8ls6

ough, > sck is ro and German
contact with the o &h, The attack is repulsed

ransfcr,

The Army order for the attack on 1 July is reccived, having .
peesion POried of over.3 hours,  Both divisions are noti
by radio,

In the meantime the divisions have moved forward.  The ma. 1
218t Panzer Division has overcome the hill slope and is res
dusk until moonrise, The 15th Panzer Division is being ‘?‘-G_
difficult tcrrain which it must cover in th dark.  The ¥e

frrives back ot the division in the meantimo.  The group sh
in its arca as long ;5 Possible to deceive the encmy. ST
march £o b rosumed in the moomlight.  The 15th Pangzer Di

informed by radio that the orders must be carricd out at thc
at all costs,

215t Panzer Div

ision has moved forward again, The terra
north of the hi

11 slopc and good progress is being made &

21st Panzer Division algo encounters difficult terrain.
Corps cannot be cxpected to be in position at zero hour,

Enemy air activity increased agein today and several bom
were carried out, .

The tank situation has improved slightly. The Africa Go
of 55 serviceable,

A, H.B,6 Distribution

Same¢ as for Translation VII/85
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