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22nd November, 19.1:
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Part I

Chronological Summary of Principal Events

2Lth November, 4941:

29th November,
1st December,
2nd December,
l..t_h December,
5th December,
6th Decembér,
6th December,
7th December,
8th December,
8th December,
8th December,
8th December,
8th December,
9th December,
9th December,
9th December,
10th December,
11th Decvember,
11th December,
11th December,
12th December,
13th December,
13th .Deceinber 3
14th December,
14.th December,
15th December,
45th December,
46th December,
16th December,
- DS 76267/1(5)

19412
1944
1941
19014
1941
19412
1944
1944
1914‘-1‘:.
19414

194142 .

194.1:
1941
1941
1941

194.1:

19412
1944
1941
9%
1941
1941
19#1;
1941:
1941
1941
19k
1944

1941

Appreciation by C.=in-C. Far East
"Norgroup" reforms at Kuala I:u.mpur
Seaward reconnaissances start

No,2 Degree of Readiness ordered
Eastern }:ﬁeet arrives at Singapore
Initial Reconnaissance Plan implemented

Authority received. to order "™atador"

- Japanese invasion fleet sighted

No,1 Degree of Readiness ordered

First airoraft casualty ' .
Enemy Landings at Kota Bahru and Shéora
Singapore has its first aii' .raid.

Enemy attacks on Northern airfields

Nose 21 and 27 Squadrons evacuate Sungel Patani

No, 1 Squadron. evacuates Kota Bahru

No, 62 'Sq_uadron evacuates Alor Star

Singora is bombed by Nos,- 3L|; and 62 Squadrons
Aircraft withdrawn from Kuanten

Prince of Wales and Repulse sunk

First night attack by R,A.F.

Penané raided |

Denial of the Borneo oil wells

Battle of Jitra o

Japanese flget sailing towards Bornea,

No.453 Squadron move to Ipoh to defend Penang

Battle of Gurun

. No, 60 Squadron personnel return to Burma

Evacuation of Butterworth

"l\jo:c'group‘.l moves back to Ipoh

R, A, F. Mission to Sumatra airfields

Invasion of Borneo



16/17th December, 1941: ivacuation of Penang

18th December, 1941: Inter=Allied Conference at Singapore
18th December, 1941: Evaoué.tioh of Kuantan . _ . (“\
19th December, 1941: . ' No, 453 Squadron falls back to Kula Lumpur “

and. No.1 Squadron is withdrawn to Singapore

20th December. 1941: . "Norgroup" disbanded
‘21/23rd December, 1941: Fi:ial air operations over Kula Lumpur

23rd December, 1941: Army crosses River Perak
23rd December, 1941: No, 62 Squadron takes over No. 60 Squadron .aircr;aft
23rd December, 1941: " Blenheim reinforoements arrive fram Middle East @
2).th December, 1941: Dutch aircraft withdrewn from Sinkewsng |
2i.th December, 1941: Air Sea Rescue service starts to operate
25th December, 19&-1? Hong Kong surrenders
26th December, 1941: Kuching occupiea by Japanese
27th Decembeyr, 1941: 100 enemy aircraft on Sungei f’a.tani '
27th December, 1941: Air Marshal Sir Robert Brooke=Popham replaced
' ‘ by Lt, General Sir Henry Pownall
29th Decanber, 1941: ' Final. appreciation .by Co=in=~C, Far East
30th Deoember, 19412 ,- Night raids on 'Singapore, re-comnienoe
30th December, 191.,.“|£ No.62 Squadron moves to Kluang
30th December, 1941: Proposal to establieh a Bomber Group at Palembang
2nd January, 1942: Army withdrews from Kampar
2nd January, 1942: Kusntan ocoupied by Japanese
2nd Janua.rj,_ 19&2: Batu Pahat put' into use .
3rd Jenuary, 1942: ‘ First re=inforcement convoy arrives
Lth Jenuary, 1942 Now153 M.U. to move to Java
5th Januery, 1942: Bettle of the Slim River
6th January, 194.2: No.62' Squadron returns to Tengsh _ A . | O
8/ 12th Januvary, 1942: Series of ﬁong distance bombing operations
10/41th Jenuary, 1942: . Kusle Iumpur and Port Swettenham airfields
demolished .
12th January, 1942: ‘Daily East Coast reconnaissanoe'started'
12th Januvary, 194.2: - Daylight raids.on Singapore begin
13th January, 194.2: Second ‘Convoy arrives = w:.’ch 51§ Hurrieanes -
44th .\J‘mgary, 194.2: -Army crosses into Northern Johore -
15th Janvary, 19%42: . South-West Pacific Command formed under

General Sir Archibald Wavell
DS 76267/1(6)
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15h January, 194.2:
16/26th January, 1942
17th January, 1942;
18th January, 19,2;
19th January, 194.2: ‘
19/21st January, 1942:
20th January, 194.2:

21st January, 1942:

- 22nd January, 1942:

22nd January, 194.2:

22rd January, 194.2:
23rd Jenuary, 194.2:

23/24th January, 194.2:
23rd January, 194.2:
2ith January, 194.2:
26th January, 1942:
26th January, 1942:

27/28th January, 1942:

. 28th January, 194.2;

28/30th January, 1942:
29th January, 1942:
29th January, 1942:
30th January, 194.2:
30th January, 194.2:
31st January, 19,.2:
S‘ist January, 1942:
31st January; 194.2:
31st January; 194.2:

28th January to
12th February, 1942

1st February, 1942:

1st February, 19.42:

3/ith February, 194.2:

DS 76257/1(7)

Batu Pahat demolished

Close air support on West Coast

Dutch fighters revert to N,E.I, cﬁntrol

No.225 (B} Group foé-ms'at Palembang

First i-Iudson‘III reinforcements reach Singapore
Mther long distance bomber raids .

The Hurricanes go in‘b_o action

Nos151 M, U, to I.nove' fo Java

Third reinforcément- convoy arrives

Kahaﬁg demolished

Ground parties of Nos, 1, 8, and 3).,. Squadrons
arrive 1n Sumatra

Blenhe:.ms of Nos, 84 and 211 Squadrons begin to -
arrive at Palembang I

Nos. 34, 27 and 62 Squadrons land at Palembang II
Kluang demolished

Fourth reinforcement convoy arrives

Site for rear Headquarters found at Palembang
Enemy landings at. Eedau

48 Hurricanes fly-off H.M,S., Indomitable
No.258 (F) Squadron lands at Seletar

No.232 (F) Squadron errives at Palembang I
Nos, 1 and 8 Squadrons transfer to Sumatra
Fifth reinforcement convoy docks .
ﬁo. 21 Squadrén ground personnel go to Sumatra.
Decision to form No,226 (F) Group '
No.205 Squadron flies to Batavia

Nos, 36 and 100 Squadrons transfer to Kamajoran

Wirraway Flight goes to Kenayaru

All troops are withdrawn on to the Island

Consta.nt raids on Malaya by bombers of No. 225
Group now based in Sumatra

A1l Buffaloes of Nos. 243 and 488 Squadrons
absorbed by No.453 Squadron

Noe. 258 Squadron moves to Palembang 1

Heavy air raids on Singapore Docks



L th February, 1942: Airfields come under artillery fire = all airoraft
: concentrated on Kallang

5th February, 1942: No. 232 Squedron arrives at S:i.ngapbre
5th February, 194.2: . No, l;.53 Squadron évgcuates to Sumatra
'5th February, 1942: Abdair ciirect‘a.s‘ A.H.Q; to femain at Singapore.
5th(Febi'uary, 194.2; . Last convoy geﬁ in to_ Singgpore
6/7th February, 1942:  -Heavy cnemy air atbacks on Palembang I
6th February, 1942: Invasion conv_o& located in Anambas
8th February, 1942: Jepanese land on the Island |
' 9th February, 1942 Final operations by No, 232 Sqqadroq |
10th February, 1942 ALl aircraft withdrawn from the Island
10th February, 1942: Senior R.A. F. officers leave f;a; Sunatra
11th February, 194.2: - Operations Room destroyed P
12th Eebr}zary,‘ 194.2; AJH. Q. ixloves ne;aref to Fort Canning
13th February, 1942 -  The A.0.C. leaves SJ:.ngapore ;Dy launch
15th Fabruary; 1942 Singapofe surrenders

DS 67267/1(8)
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10 February
11 Pebruary

14 February
15 PFebruary

16 February
25 Pebruary

26 February
27 and
28 February
1 March
8 March
12 March

15 February
21 April
1 September
13 October
November
7 December
8 December
10 December
14 December
13 December
15 December

21 December

23 December
25 December
1 January
11 January
19 Januaxry
30 Jamuary
11 Pebruary
15 February
21 February
23 February

24 and
25 February

5 March
8 March
8 March
12 March
12 March
21 March

21 March
22 March
27 March
1 April
5 April
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PART I (Continued)

Chronologicsl Summary of Principal Events

1942
1942

1942
1942

1942
1942

1942

1942
1942
1942
1942

Chro

e
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Last R.A.F, airoraft leave Singapore for Sumatra.
Air Vice-Marshal P.C, Maltby becomes A,0,Ce, R.A.F.
Far Rast,

Japanese paratroop landings at Palembang, Sumatra,
Surrender of Singapore, R.A.F., attacks on
Japanese convoy and barges in Palembang River,
Evacuation of Sumatra, :

ABDACOM and ABDAIR disbanded,
control Allied forces in Java,
TIwo Japanese convoys approaching Java,

Dutch High Command

Naval battle of Java Sea,

Japanese establish beach-heads in Java,
Hostilities cease,

Instrument of Surrender signed,

PART II

nological Summary of Principal Events

1941
1941
1941
1941
1941
1944
1941
1941
1941
1941
1941

1941

1941
1941
1942
19,2
19,2
1942
1942
1942
1942
1942

1942

1942
1942
1942
1942
1942
1942

1942
1942
1942
1942
1942

L 1] ©P O T &5 66 93 o2 G0 Go o0 O

e @9 O3 O 8 Go ©» 9° 09 e

% g0 O oo € o3 hdd

©® &0 @6 O¢ ge

No,60(B) Squadron R.A.F, arrives in Rangoon,
Formation of 221 Group R.A.F, in Burma,

Americaen Volunteer Group arrive in Rangoon.

67(F) Squadron a complete Unit in Rangoon,

Twelve Blenheims of 60(B) Squadron move to Malaya.
Japanese reconnaissance aircraft over Tenasserim,
Burms, at War,

Victoria Point evacuated.

PFirst Japanese air attack on Tavoy,

Japanese bombers over Rangoon., Mergui bombed,
Defence of Burma transferred to India from F.E,
Command,,

First R.A.F. attack on Japanese airfield in
Thailand.

Heavy air raid on Rangoon,

Second bomb raid on Rangoon,

A, V.M, D,F, Stevenson errives as A,0,C., Burma,
55000 Japanese troops in Tenasserim,

Mergul and Tavoy in enemy hands,

Japanese enter Moulmein,

Martaban occupied by Japanese,

Army retreat behind Bilin river,

R.A.F. Blenheims destroy Japanese road transport,
Army defeated at Sittang river,

Intense eir fighting over Rangoon:
defeated,

General Alexander becomes G,0,C. Burma.

Fall of Rangoon,

Burwing R.A.F, formed at Magwe,

Akwing formed et Akyab,

No,221 Group reformed in Caloutta,

Heavy R.A.F, attack on Japanese airfields at
Rangoon,

Japanese air attack on Magwe,

R.A.F, destroyed and evacuation of Magwe,
Akwing move to Chittagong,

Japanese

- Noo224 Group formed in Calcutta,

Japanese attack Ceylon.
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14 April
15 April

18 April

20 April
30 Apr:v.l
20 May

(434.36)

SECRET

Chronological Summary of Pr:.ncipal Events (Contd)

1942 . ¢ Attack by Hudsons on Japanese flying boats at Port
Blair,

1942 : Yenangyaung oil wells destroyed,

1942 : Attack by Hudsons on Ja.panese flying boats at Port
Blair,

1942 ¢ Bengal Command formed in Caloutta,

1942 : Japanese occupy Lashio,

1942 ¢ End of First Burma Campaign,

- SECRET
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-, PART I

THE CAMPATGNS IN MALAYA, BORNEO AND NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES

THE LAST WEEKS OF PEACE

Upon realizing that war with Japan wes almost a certainty
in the very near future the C-in-C,, in a signal to the Chiefs
of Staff once again urged the necessity for operation MATADOR
%o forestall the Jopancse in the Singora area; he also asked
if Hl.G. could define in advance the circumstances under which
the operation could be authorized by himself. But the
CuQuSs, representing Government policy, would not be committed -
in advancc to automatic reaction to any particular situation.
They could only advise the C-in-C to make all the necessary
preparations so that he might act immediately - but he could
not order any move into Siam without sanction from H.M,G. ’
which, it was estimated would reach him within 36 hours of the
receipt of a report of Japanese movements. Meanwhile, the
C~in-C, on 22nd November 1941 issued an Appreciation to the -
G.0.C. Malaya and 4,0,C, Far East, The looation of bomber
aircraft in Southern Indo-China he stated, was an indiocation
that action would be dirceted from this area against Siem,
rather than from Northern Indo-Chine against the Burma Roed;
and because the Japanese realized the naval situation was
likely to change, there was every possibility she would
attempt a sudden coup against the airfields in the Northern
arca or even against Singapore itself, Under these
circumstances he expected MATADOR would have to be carried
out. Accordingly the 4.0.C., was directed to move the
necessary Squadrons to the Northern Stations » Such require-
ments taling precedence over those for the International Aix.
Forcc, The "Second Degree of Readiness" (1) was not put into
force however, and in order to conserve aircraft, routine
rcconnaissances were not ordered for the South China Sea,
Nevertheless 4,H.Qe. were warned that the plan might soon be
required, whilst naval and land forces in the Singapore area
vwiere to be ready to counter a raid on the Island,

4.HeQs then issued the first Operation Order of the
campnign, detailing the movements of the four Squadrons
supporting ITIrd Indian Corps, who werc to advance into Southern
Sizm when MATLDOR was ordered (2),  The R.A.F. units were put
2t 72 hours notice and would be under the control of
No. 223 Croup ("Norgroup") which was to reform

DS 76267/1(9)

(1) Degrees of Readinegs - The Command was always kept one
of the Degrees of Readiness described below:
No. 3 Degree: The-Normal wer state. _
No., 2 Degree: The international situation deteriore=
ting, utmost vigilance necessary;
Command to be in position to operate at
short notice, ‘
Command to be ready for immediate
operations, and all Units to be
prepared for sudden enemy attack
. dclivered without prior warning,
(2) No. 62 éB) Sqgdn. at aslor Star g To remain at these
No, 27 (NF) Sqdn. ot Sungei Pateni) Stations until °
further orders
Noe 34 (B) Sqdn, from Tengeh to Alor Star - to be ready
to move at 24 hrs, notice,
No. 21 (F) Sqdn. (ResssA.F,) from Sembawang to Sungei
Potani ~ to arrive 25 Nov, 4.

No, 1 Degree:
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Appendices
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~ Appendices "I"
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East Emergency™
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29 Nove 414
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with its Headquarters at Kuala Lumpur on 24 November 1941 .(1)
‘The move of No. 21 (F) Squadron to Sungei Pateni relieved the

small detachment of No. 243 (F) Squadron at Alor Star of their .,

duties of intercepting foreign aircraft infringing Malayan

" territory, in consequence the section of Buffaloes moved to

Kota Bahru on 26 November 1941. In anticipatioh of the
initial seaward reconnaissance plan being put into action,

No. 8 (GoRe) Squadron (ReleioFe) was put at short notice to
move -to Kuanten whilst arrongements were made for No, 60 (B) ~
Squadron at the isrmament Training Comp to move to Butterworth
ond s0 free Kuanten for the arrival of Nos 8 (GeR.) Squadrons

On 28 November 1941 AeHoQe were informed that o report
had reached GeHeQs from Saigon concerning the intention of

‘the Jnpenese to land trocps in South Sieam on 1 December 1941 .

Although the report was not altogether reliable, GoHo.Qe were
aware of the adequate forces in Southern Indo-Chinea, therefore
an air reconncissance was ordered to obtain information of the
approach of any convoy from Saigone Londings were expected
between Singora ond Patoni or at Nakawn, between 0500 and 1200
hours 30 November and 1 December 1941. A4 striking force would
not be ordered to attack even if such a convoy were found, and
aircraft might not be risked in bad weather. Consequently,
on 29 November 1941, three Hudsons of Nos 1 (G.R.) Squadron
made dally reconnaissances from Kota Bahru, but nothing was .
sighted. - Notice for Operation MAT.DOR was reduced from 72

to 12 hours and Norgroup informed accordinglye :

Lt this stage the C-in-C, convinced of the psychological
value of an offensive in the opening stoges of the war, once
more sipgnalled to the Chiefs of Stoaff the need for operation
MATADOR to be ordercd in time. He pointed out that enemy
troops could start disembarking at Singora within 33 hours of
leaving Saigon, which period was shorter than the 36 hours
grece rcquired for deliberations at Government levels In
the opinion of the Chiefs of Staff, this latest situation
envisnged by the C-in~C was one in which the use of operation
MATADOR would certainly provoke war with Japan - and the

. policy in this respect was still to avoid war as long as 3

possibles Consequently they would only re=affirm their most
recent decision - no offlensive action without prior authority

. from HeMeGo

Ibid, Encse 4/d -

30 Nove 44
2 Dece Uie

AsHeBs File
I1J50/4 "Ops
Room Narrative
- AoHoQo FOEQ"
Entries 4/d

2 Dece &

3 Dece. k1.

But the/e situation with regord to Japan was fast _
deteriorating so that the Governor Straits Settlements was
advised by the Colonial Office to review all measures to be
taken in the event of the institution of the precautionary
stagess It was also anticipated that the "general warning"
and "war inevitable" telegroms, because of the rapidly
developing situation, might not reach the Governor in sufficient
time to allow him to act, therefore he wns to consider taking
the necessary measures in advance. The Governor'!s response,

‘on the advice of C-in~C and G«0.Cs wos to mobilize the

Volunteer Forces on 1 December 41; Borneo and Sarawak also
reviewed their own precoutionary measures.
GsHeQos ordered No, 2 Degree of Readiness to be brought into -
force. ' :

The special air reconnaissence from Kota Bahru, was

“superseded on 3 Degember 1941 by the full reconnesissance plan;

this was ordercd by GeHeQ. and wes the pldn originally formu-
lated after the LeoDeBe Conference, known as FLEN.PS. The
area allotted to the RelieFe was: Kota Bahru = Southern tip

Also on this day

DS 76267/1(10)

(1) Tor the initiel formation of No. 223 Group, see also in
Section: "Coe-operation with other Services" (Chep. 1)
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of Indo-China - Great Natunas - Kuanten. An extension of
this plan into the Gulf of Siam was precluded through lack

of aircrafte Dutch flying boats arrived at Seletar to

carry out their part of the reconnaissence covering the

area Kuantan - Great Natunas = Kuohing, whilst the Hudsons

of Noe 8:(((!.};.) Squadron commenced to move to Kuenten from
Sembawange\1 Both the GsRe Squadrons -~ Nos 1 at Kota Bahru
and No, 8 at Kuentan were then ordered to carry out the
initial reconnaissance plan commencing on 4 December 1941

Subsequently the aircraft of No. 1 (GeRe) Squadron at
Kota Bahru were unable to carry out their first reconnaissence
sorties because of bad weather and similar conditions
prevailed the next day, but Nos 8 (GeRe) Squadron, Kuantean,

‘were able to operate.  J/An anti-submarine patrol by three. -~

Vildebeeste from Seletar was maintained ahead of H«MeSe
Repulse which was sailing at slow speed for the first 48 hours
on a visit to Port Darwin, Australia. (This patrol,
supplemented by a Singapore of Noe 205 (FeB.) Squadron was

_in operation until 7 December, when HesMeSe Repulse had

- returned to Singapore after reocall)s

On 5 December 1941 there came the long-awaited signal
from the War Cabinet giving the C~in~C authority to order
MATADORs Over a period of twelve months this project had
been urged by G.HeQe and on every occasion the Government'
hed declined to vest the initiative in the Far East .
suthoritiese But because of the assurence of American armed
support the whole situation was changed. Now, at the
eleventh hour, the C~in-C could order MATADOR without
reference to London in either of two contingencies; if a
Jepanese expedition was advencing with the apparent intention
of landing on the Kra Isthmus, or if any other part of Siam

‘'was violatede Only a few days previously the well-established

policy had been re=-affirmed ~ Japan must not be provoked, and.
in view of this the C-in~C considered it his duty to be :
scrupulously coreful in his interpretation of the final signal,

~ The Approach of the Japanesge Fleet

As part of the plan to strike simultaneously in Mealaye,
Hong Kong ond Pearl Harbour, the Japanese invasion fleet was
on the move in the opening stages of the "Greater East Asia -
War"se The Yamashita Group (25th Army plus part of 15th Amy)
was sailing in convoy, escorted by naval unitse After moving
southwards from Seigon end Cemrenh, (the Indo~China bases) it
rounded Cape Cambodia- on the morning of 6 Dece 1941.

DS 76267/1(11)

" (1) The move was oarried out in stages: Four a/c on 3 Dece,

three a/c on 4 Decs,four a/c on 5 Dec,, two a/a on 6 Decs
The ground party also moved by boat on 6 Dece
Note: Except where otherwise stated all times used in the
“ensuing narrative are LOCAL TIME, To convert the LeTe-
of various theatres to GREENWICH MEAN TIME the following
table may be consulted: o
() PAST on GeMeTe

8 hours : Hong Kong, Philippines, North Borneos
%" s Singapore, Javay

7 " - 3 French Indo China, Siam, South Sumatrae
63?- " ¢ Burme, North Sumatra. _
52 " ¢ India, Ceylon.

g

(b) SLOW on GeMeTe

8 hours : Washington.

10f " 3 Pearl Harbour (Hawaii). ‘
(c) Jepenese time was 1% hours fast on British Local
Times eege 2030 hrse British LeTe = 2200 Japanese LeTe
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- Vildebeestes were ordered to move from Seletar;

L
So far the ships had been undetected, but on that day the
adverse weather (which had hitherto restricted the Initial
Reconneissance Plan to the aircraft at Kuentan) lifted snd so
allowed the plan to be fully inplemented; Nos 1 (GeRe)
Squedron flew three Hudsons from Kota Bghru, whilst No. 8
(GeRe ) Squedron operated two aircrafte It was a Hudson of
Nos 1 (GeRo) Squadron which made the first sighting at
1212 hours; +the group consisted of a Japsnese Cruiser together
with a merchont vesscl, a minelayer end a minesweeper, about
%0 miles south of Pulan Obi (an islend off the southernmost

' tip of French Indo~China), sailing in a North-Westerly

direction. Shortly efterwards, at 1246 hours the same Hudson
operating some 300 miles'from its base si%h‘ged a larger force
of merchant vessels escorted by warships; 1 d.14 minutes
later another Hudson reported a further convoys 2) ‘Both

. fleets were heading Wezg’s at a position about 80 miles South-

East of Cape Cambodia. One of the Hudsons was chased by a
single~-float seaplane so it was assumed the Japanese knew they
had been intercepteds

As a result of these sightings "No. 1 Degree of Readiness"

. .was ordered at 1517 hours, Kota Behru was required to shadow

d/d8 Jan.h-é - -

. the convoys with two Hudsons, and Seletar instructed to senda

Catalina of Nos 205 (FeBs) Squadron to the anticipeated position .
of the two main convoys (08° 05' N - 104° 25' E) to continue
the shadowing during the night. Seletar also had to sendnine
Vildebeestes of Noe 36 (TeBs) Squadron to Kote Bahru to stand

by as a striking forces

Norgroup was warned by AsH.Qs not to implement MATLDOR
without definite orders, and at the some time No. 62 (B)
Squadron at Alor Star was transferred to A.H.Qs controls In
order to carry out a photogrephic reconnaissance of the Jap
convoys a Buffalo was to be sent from Kallang to Kota Bahru,
but when it was-discovered the aircraft was not fitted with

. long renge tonks a Beaufort of Nos 100 (TeB.) Squadron (at

Seletar) was prepared for the taske All bomber aircraft were
required to arm and units warned that unidentified aircraft
would be engaged by Lehe fire, although G.H.Q. ordered no
offensive action was to be taken by our own fighterss Nine
these took .
off at 1800 hrs; but two returned owing to-engine troubles
After flying for nearly 400 miles through bad weather and in
darkness, the remaining seven aircraft arrived Kota Bahru at
2245 hourse During the night they were ermed with torpedoese
(4) By 1830 hours the Catalina of No. 205 (FeB.) Squadron

" was airborne with instructions to proceed to the calculated

position of the main Japanese convoys, but in the meentime the
relieving Hudson from Kota Behru had failed to make contact
with the convoys during the evening searchs This hed finished
at 2230 hours, when weather was bad - it was roining with

| sighted,

- DS.76267/1(12)

(1) . Second sighting:. one battleship, five cruisers, seven ,
destroyers, twenty-five merchant vesselss :

(2) Third sighting: two cruisers, ten destroyers, twenty-one
merchant vesselse : '
(3) Some doubt is cast on the fact that twomain convoys were
.0sCe Nos 1 Squadron, in his very detailed report
concluded that both aircraft hed sighted the same convoy.
Times of sightings elso conflict although the differences ere
amall. . ' I :

(1) This erming proceedure was made possible by the earlier
transference of 50 per cent of the tarpedoes from SELETAR.
Between 20 Oct 41 and 25 Nov 41, 35 torpedoes were flown in
to KOTA BAHRU end 34 in to KUANTAN by Vildebeestes.
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- cloud at sea level. - The enemy convoys at this stage were
lost to their pursuers, but Kota Bahru had reason to believe .
that the convoys in actual fact were one hour ahead of the

0 - reported positionss It was also suggested by Kota Behru that

: a search should he made in the Gulf of Siam at first light

next morning, for which purpose three aircraft were in readi-
nesse This opinion was endorsed by the C-in-C, who, in
consultation with Admirels Lsyton and Pallister
(Sir Tom Phillip's Chief of Staff) concluded that the main
convoys would not continue due West but'would turn North-West
and follow the small convoy into the Gulf of Siame Here, off
the West coost of French Indo-Chins was thé good anchorage of
Ko-Kong which might be the next stoge towards a landing in Siam.
Meonwhile, 040s Seletar hnd requested that the Catalina on
shadowing duties should be relieved by enother flying boats
This was agreed By A«HeQe ond, at 0200 hours 7 December 191
the second Catalina left Seletar with oxrders to teke over the
shadowing from the first Catalinne It was arronged that if
this aireraft had not made contact with the enemy, then the
relieving flying boat was to continue Northwards to search the
Cembodin coaste The first Catalina eventually returned to
Base at 0800 hours, whilst the second was known to have flown
towards the Indo~China coastline.

Enemy Publi- The assumptions that the enemy fleets had entered the Gulf
cation No, 278 - of Siam were indeed correcte The Jepanese had staged afeigned
pages 10, 11 lending in Bangkok end for this purpose were steaming North-

wards along the Cembodia coasts But at this stage they had
air covers From distent bases in Southern Indo~China this
would have been di'f:t‘%c t, if not impossible by reason of the
distances involved, but the problem had been solved by the.
use of an air base specially oonstructed in a space of two
weeks on the islend of Phu Kok (off the West coast of Cambodin)se
By this means; and Sommenocing 7 December 1941, the Japanese
convoys werse given fighter protection by squadrons of the Aoki
A.HeBs File: and Kato forces, led to the oonvoy positions by reconnaissance
117 50/k Entry aircrafts This cover eventually extended as far West as Singora,
d/d 7 Dece 44 . | : .

At first light 7 December 1941, the Initial Reconnaissance
Plan was continued in respect to Noe. 8 (GsRe) Squadron in case
another convoy was on the way from Indo-China. This however,
was cancelled for Noe 1 (GeRs) Squadron in favour of the special
sweep into the Gulf of Siem in search of the elusive convoyss
Kota Bahru, however, was in difficulty; not only was the .
weather bad, but the airfield was becoming congested with "~
aircraft. A HuaQs thereupon gave permission for Gong Kedah to
be used, and it was to this airfield that 0.Ce Kota Bahru '

11J53/8 eventually moved the striking force of Noe. 36 (TaBs) Squadron's
"Japanese Air detachment of seven Vildebeestes, which had arrived late the
Operations in previous evenings Despite the bad weather the patrol of three
Malaya" ppe 33, Hudsons took off from Kota Bahru at 0645 hours, but no contact
37 was made with the convoys, in fact two of the Hudsons were

forced to return to base within the hours The second Catalina
“of Noe 205 (F.B.) Squadron fared differently; at 0830 hours
the flying-boat had acknowledged instructions by radio from
Seletar that she was to keep 10 miles from the Cambodia coast
- no doubt these orders were meant to emphasize the original

Enemy Publi- briefing - but from that moment there was unbroken silence.
cation No. 278 The rest of the story mey be derived from the Japanese narrative.
page 12» Their convoys were sailing Northwards .along the Cambodia coast

with a fighter escort provided by the Takeda Force, when they

N

(1) The distance from Saigon to Singora is apprdximately

500 miles; and from Phu Kok to Singora, 300 miles. 12th Air
Brigade was responsible for the air protection at the Convoy
whilst the J«NeA.F. flew anti-submarine patrols.

DS 76267/1(13)
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were sighted by the Catalina from a position a few miles North-

-west of Pulau Penjange Without apparently sending a sighting

report the Catalina dived to attack the Japenese fighters who

- promptly ehgaged it with at least four aircrafte. The Catalina
‘with its orew of eight exploded in- mid-air 80 end:mg the first
: a:Lr com'bat of the Malayan Campa:n.gn. o

., At 1010 hours the C-in=C visited the Combined Army/Air

Operations Room and expressed himself satisfied with the situa-
. tion; Bs0.A.Ce aircraft were to be routed through Bangkok until

the last possible moment, but he was considering the question
of allowing our aircraft to fire upon aircraft not established

. as fr:.endly. At 1135 hours on.7 December Kota Bahru was

instructed to send the P.Ri Besufort to Ko Kong, the anchorage

+* off the Cembodia coast to which it was considered the Japanese

flee‘b was sa:Ll:Lng, but bedause of bad weather, it returned
without complet:.ng the taskes During thée aftermoon of
7 December aircraft: from Kota Bahru and Kuentan had been

‘operating in the Gulf of Siame The Nos 1 (GeR.) Squadron

Hudson reported a 6000 = 8000 ton vessel heading West, whilst
the Noe 8 (GeR.) Squadron aircraft. had sighted en armed merchant
raider of 3000 tons moving south with men in kheki uniforms on
her decks. Although the weather was bad with heavy, low

: clouds over the sea, two Hudsons continued the reconnaissance

in the evéning with a diverging search in. the area North of
Kota Bahru, until at 1750 hours a cruiser in company with a

‘merchant vessel was-sighted 112 miles North of Kota Bahruj the
"Noe 1 Squadron Hudson then came under fire. - An hour later
* another report was made of contact with four warships 60 miles
_North of Patani moving South. This information reached the

C~in-C gbout 2100 hourss Even at the time of the first.enemy
sightings he had considered he would not be justified ine,
ordering MATADOR under the existing circumstences, and .’
especially in view of the sudden change of policy by HeM.Ge

But now, with these final sightings.his ultimate decision, with
the concurrence of C-in=C Eastern Fleet, was not to order =
MATADOR ‘after alle He considered that because the reconnaise=

. sance conditions had been bad there was no real certainty the

sh:.ps were' an exped:.t:.on, . and furthermore, if the expedition
were'indeed aimed at Singora then it could reach this area
before the British forces could arrive. MATADOR, he states

" in his explanatory signal, "was designed only to forestall a

Jepanese expedition". Also he had to bear in mind the fact
that if* the conclusions drawn from the reconnaissance had
proved incorrect the disadvantage of being the first to break

- Thai neutrality would have been incurred - an action which it

seemed the J apanese, by their'movements, were endeavouring to
provoke. These views were further strengthened by a telegram

‘from the British Minister in Bongkok: to the Foreign Off:.ce which
" in strong terms asked that British troops should not be the

first to violete Siam. Al'l:hough practically every Siomesé was
behind Britain in her opposition to Japan, irreparable harm
would be done if the Brltlsh were the flrst to vidlate their-

- ’cerrltory.

Orders were fhen issued for Be0eAsCe aircraft to

_d:l.scontz.nue their use of the East Coast route through B é.ngkok -
* in future the West Coast only should be useds - Such was the
_position in the late evening (2300 hours) in the Far East

Commaende The ReAoeFe were standing by to engage the enemy,
even though the intentions of the approaching convoys were not
finelly apparents Although indefinite sightings had been made
that same evening, contact with the main forces had been loste

" In actual fact the J apenese were fast approaching their objec-

tives.s After sailing well into the Gulf of Siam to simulate

a landing in Bangkok, the convoys turned south in the final
stage of their spproach to the shores of Malayae The main
force was heading towards a landing in the Singora - Patani area,

)
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whilst a smaller convoy was approaching Kote Bahrus At

this station, the furthest north in the chain of airfields,
the weather continued to favour the Japaneses Rain and low
cloud extended up to 100 miles out to sea restricting the
airfield's serviceability to urgent operations. A small
force of ten Hudsons of No. 1 (G’aRo.) Squadron was at readiness,
of which five were already armed. Two Buffaloes of Noes 243
(F) Squadron were slso stending-by, whilst ot ‘Gong Kedah,
under the control of 0.0 Kota Bahru, were the seven
Vildebeestes of Nos 36 (TeB.) Sque.ad:c'on.?'l To discover if
any Japanese ships had actually made a landing in south~-east
Siem it was the intention of A.H.Qe to send at first light on
the 8th December a beach patrol from Kota Bahru to the Lakon
Roeds, and at’ the same time it was proposed that the
Reconnaissance Plen from Kusntan should be discontinued.
Evidently the A.0.C. considered there was then little chance
of a landing in the lower stretches of the East Coaste This
opinion was not entirely shared by the Navy, who in response
to the A¢0,C's plan, had asked for a further diverging search
from Kuantan at first lighte But oll evidence had pointed to
the existence of the convoys in the Gulf of Siam, and it was
logicael to assume they were making for the only deep~water
port in that region ~ Singora; in fact for over a year the
primary strategical consideration had been to forestall the
enemy in that areas But it was destined the Hudsons from
Kota Bahru were never to follow-up their earlier success in
seaward reconneissance by flying Northwards in the coming

~dawn; the Jaopanese themselves were to supply the answeres

Once more a well-timed feint was to distract the attention of
the British for at the very moment the reconnaissance to the

Lakon Roads was being ordered (0030 hrs.) a Japanese force of
three to five ships was sfonding off the Kota Bahru beaches.

Japan was about to strike, and in striking draw the fire from
her main forces at Singora,

‘Order of the Day

During the progress of the Campaign many public announce=
ments were to be mades The first of these = the "Order of the
Day" -~ was jointly prepared as far back as May 1941 by the
Commender-in~Chief Far East and the Commender-in-Chief China
Station. The reason for its early drafting was that by such
means it could reach Burma and Hong Kong in time to be trans~
lated into the different languages and so be ready for issue
on the first day of the ware It is quoted in full:

. 'Japen's action today gives the signal for the Empire
Naval, Army and Air Forces and those of their Allies, to go
into action with a common aim and common idealses

'We are ready. We have had plenty of warning and our
preparations are made end testede We do not forget at this
moment the years of patience and forbearance in which we have
borne, with dignity end diseipline, the petty insults and
insolences inflicted on us by the Japanese in the Far Easte

DS 76267/1(15)

\

(1) No. 1 (GsRe) Squedron also had three U/S Hudsons at Kota
Bahru, together with one aircraft undergoing 180=-hour inspoction
at Sembawangs .

Note: Details of the Japanese Air Forces may be found at
Appendix I. These include: Orgenization of the Army
end Naval Air Forces; Tactics = level, glide and dive
bombing; fighter; attacks on airfields and shipping;
Order of Battle of JeAsA.F. in Malaya; Performence
.and characteristics of aircraft; Strength and lossess
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We know that those things were only done because Japan thought

-she could take advantage of our supposed weaknesss Now, when
Japan herself has decided to put the matbter to a sterner test,

she will find out that she has made a grevious mistake.

'We are confidents. Out defences are strong end our
weapons efficient. Whatever our race, and whether we are now
in our native land or have come thcusands of miles, we have one
aim end one only. It is to defend these shores, to destroy '
such of our enemies as may set foot on our soil, and then,
finally, to cripple the power of the enemy to endanger our
ideals, our possessions and our peaces

'"What of the enemy? We see before us 4 Japan drainedfr
years by the exhausting claims of her wanton onslaught on
Chinae We see a Jepan whose trade and industry have been so

. diglocated by these years of reckless adventure that, in a

mood of desperation, her Government has flung her into war
under the delusion that, by stabbing a friendly nation in the
back, she can gain her ends Let her look at Italy and what
has happened since that nation tried a similar base actione.

'Let us all remember that we hére in the Far East form

-part of the great campaign for the preservation in the world of
truth and Justice and freedom; confidence, resolution,

enterprise and devotion to the cause must and will inspire
every one of us in the fighting services, while from the
civilian population, Malay, Chinese, Indian or Burmese, we

 expect that patience, endurance and serenity which is the

great virtue of ‘the East and which will go far to assist the
fighting men to gain final and complete victoryo'

In drafting this Order, the C-in~C hed to bear in mind the

- mneed for a universal appeal to men of varying races and
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religions, and subsequently he had reason to believe the Order
hed had such desired effects THE TIMES War Correspondent in
Malaya reports that most of the people in Singaspore agreed
the Order was a good statement. 'It expressed their feelings'
he writes, 'and gave vent to the conf‘:.dence which they f‘elt‘

The Services, however, were not so complacen‘b s 1f the-
resctions of the officers of RsA.Fs Seletar may be considered
representative of the Far East Command. The Senior Operations
Officer at that Station recounts how some fifty officers were
gathered in the Mess to hear the Order, where-upon they dis=-
missed the matter from their minds in the knowledge that the
assurances were worthlesse 'It would have been better if this
speech had never been mede' declares this officers

On the opening day of hostilities, the C-in-C., Far East,
was also to receive a message of encouragement; but this
perticular signal acknowledged the limitations in the Far East.
It was from the Chief of Air Steff end read:

'Our thoughts are with you at this fateful time and
I send to all the air forces under your commend the best
‘wishes of us alle We know the limits in numbers and in
equipment which necessity has set to your resources but
we are confident nevertheless, that your squadrons by
their skill, gallantry and determination will overcome all
handicaps and win endurn.ng fame for themselves and their
serv:l.oe' o

This message was promulgated throughout the Far East

- Command.e

)
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Invasion in the North

The Japanese describe their main landing operation in
Siem as 'the bloodless landing at Singora's And well it
might have been for the British forces were still in their
defensive positions on the Malayan side of the Borders
Apparently the initial landings were made at 0330 hrs.
8 December and the first cbjeotive was the British Consulate
which was taken by surprises There was some token resistance
however, at the Singora Police Station, which was soon overcone.
These landings had air cover and in fact the aircraft were
able to land unchallenged at Singora. '

Meanwhile the Takumi Co-operating Force had proceeded .
Southwards for their attack on Kota Bahru which was planned to
divert attention from the main landingss They were sailing
into clear weather, for at 0030 hours 8 December the beach
defences at Kota Bahru reported to A«HeQe that they had sighted
three ships lying off=-shores The enemy had arrived. Thirty
minutes later 0.Ce Nos 1 (GeRe) Squadron telephoned AsHeQe
Singapore with the news of shell-fire being heard - from which
side it was unknown - and the fact that the Kota Bahru air-
craft were on the ground awniting orders. Within seven
minutes A.HeQes ordered off a Hudson to make a quick recon-
naissance to clarify the position, for offensive action
could not be taken at this juncture because until the
Japenese had committed some definite act of hostility against
the United States, the Dutch or ourselves permission had not
been given to attack a Japanese expedition at sea.?1).

But the Hudson did not take off, for at 0115 hours landing
craft were seen spproaching the beaches and the local Brigadier
wes asking the ResAF. for an urgently needed bombing attackes
Five minutes later the A.0+Ce instructed the Hudsons of Noe 1
(GeRe) Squadron to toke off immediately with parachute flares
for full offensive action (five aircraft were already bombed-
up, each with four 250 1lb bombs, and the other four then
proceeded to arm)e Because of the low cloud base pilcts
were briefed to make individual low=level attacks on the
landing barges and transports. '

By this time Ae¢HoQe. had issued orders for all available

» squadrons to concentrate on the Kota Bahru area to repulse

the landings. Nos. 8 (GeRs) Squadron and No. 60 (B)
Squadron, both at Kuentan were ordered to take off at first

 light to attack transports and landing craft off Kota Bohru,

and at the same time instructions were given for the section
of Noe 243 (F) Sduadron Buffaloes to be used. Units from
the now derelict operation MATADOR were to be employed in
this new defensive role: Nos 62 (B) Squadron ot Alor Star
was ordered to stand~by to deliver a high-level bombing )
attack, and No. 27 (N}F.) Squadron was to attack from Sungei
Patenie Since 22 November 41, Noe 34 (B) Squadron at ?engah
had been at short notice to move to Alor Star to participate
in MATADOR; they were now required to bomb-up with

DS 76267/1(17)

(1) The attack on Pearl Harbour is often quoted as 0800 hrs,
7 Dec. 44; in comparison.with the Kota Bahru landings (9115
hrs 8 Dec.)it would appear that G.HeQ.FsE. should have hed
adequote wearning of the Japanese attack in Howalls Sgch is
not the cese, however, because these times are Local Time.

If converted to GelMel's it will be seen that the ?earl_Harbpur
attack actually took place 45 minutes after the invasilon at
Kota Bahru, viz:

Kota Bahru: 0115 hrs 8 Decel! minus 74 hrs = 1745 hrs

7_Dec. Ge.M.T.
0800 hrs 8 Dec.4! plus 10z hrs =~ 1830 hrs
LDGC. G’. M. T . *

Pearl Harbour:
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naissance .up to the Lakon Rondse

15 miles outr to seas

° bombs ‘which set it on fire;

10

500 1b SsA.Ps for a possible objective at Kuanten, but within
the space of two hours their target was changed to a bombing
attack at first light. on transports at Kemasin (10 miles South
of Kota Bshru); after the attack the squadron was to land at
Butterworth to re~fuel and re-arm. Another squadron from the
Island was to be moved to the north-east;  this was No. 100
(T+B.) Squadron, Seletar, which, at first light was-to fly to
Kuenton and there await orders, (an hour later their mission
was altered to a dusk attack)s The other Torpedo-Bomber
Squadron, No. 36, was already at Gong Kedah with orders to
carry out a torpedo attack at down on the enemy shippinge
Finally, the lone Beaufort at Kota Bahru had instructions to
take~-off at first light for a photographic and beach recon-

All availasble aircraft had now been committed agéinst the

'Kota Bahru attack;  in fact the only aircraft not involved

were Noe 205 (FeBs) Squadron, Seletar; No. 21 (F) Squadron -
the remnant of the MATADOR force -~ at Sungei Patani, and the
three fighter squadrons defending Singapore Islond = Noss 243,
488 and L53. At this stage of the invasion it was not
realized that the main landings were taking place in the very
area which had long been anticipated =~ Singora - Pateni.

_ Contact with these main forces had been lost on 6 December,

indeed they were not sighted again until the P.R. Beaufort \
arrived over Singora. By that time it was too late to divert
to a fresh target what. was virtually the whole of Malaya's air
striking forces The Japanese had achieved a major tactical
surprise at the outset, and they were to retain the initiative

throughout the -seventy days of the Campaign.

The -Air Forces go into Action

Briefed for low-level attacks on the invasion fleet s the

first Hudson of Noe« 1 (GeRs) Squadron ReAsA.Fs took off at 0208

hrs 8 December from the rain-socaked and virtually unserviceable
alr strip at Kota Bahrue It was followed at intervals of
approximately two minutes by six other Hudsonss The aircrews
of this squadron during the two previous days had been engaged
in long and arduous reconnaissance flights, and their efforts
to locate the invasion fleet in difficult weather conditions
hed met with a measure of success. That the Japanese had
eluded them in their northwards feint must have rankled in the
minds of those crews as they headed for the invasion beaches,’
and there can be no doubt of their determination to .strike hard
at the enemy. And strike hard they did!l They attacked the

four merchent vessels lying about 2 miles off-shore and.despite

the heavy and accurate A/A fire scored hits on the transports
with bombs and machine-gun burstse And if these vessels were
not located in the darkness then attacks would be made on the
supporting warships (three cruisers and three destroyers) some
" By the time the 8th sortie had taken-
off, troop-carrying berges were approaching the shore and
attention was directed upon them with very 'satisfactory results,
But & cruiser had put in to the landing .area and was putting
up an effective covering fire for the transports.

were badly demaged by shropneles Yet the 250 1b GePe and
SeA.P. bombs were having their effect: the largest transport,
o vessel of some 10,000 tons received a direct hit with two
subsequently the ship blew up.
Two other merchent vessels were severely damaged whilst at
least twenty-four landing barges were reckoned to have been
sunk or capsized. At a conservative estimate about three
thousand Jepanese soldiers lost their livese By 0500 hrs
thet morning seventeen sorties had been flown when the 0.C.
No. 1 Squadron decided to cease flying for an hour in order
to re-arm and take stock of the situatione

Two Hudsons
were shot down and the crews lost, whilst seversl other airaraft .

)
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DeSeDe(MeReSs ) In the meantime, at 0300 hours, the section of two

2024 "Report Buffaloes of Nos« 243 (F) Squadron had been sent off to deal
- on ReAosF, - with barges moving up the Penkalen Chepal River adjacent to

Stations" the airfield. Unfortunately, upon returning to’the airfield .

Enc. 6a d/d one of the Buffalces was written-off when it overshot on

28 Nove 456 landing and crashed into a Hudson undergoing a tail-wheel

repair, thereby reducing the fighter strength to one
solitary Buffalo. . ' .

Enemy Publi~ The Japanese likened the initial action off Kota

cation No. 278; Bahru to an earlier sacrificial battle above Port Arthur, in
page 7 the Russo-Japanese Ware, Their ships, ‘clearly illuminated

by the moonlight! were effectively bombed by ten aircraft
and eventually a trensport was hit and caught firees This:
, ‘ bombing, together with the fire from shore batteries resulted
= in considerable loss of life, yet the Japanese did sucoeed in
' getting ashore despite the superiority in numbers of the

defenderse With the beachhead firmly established by the early -
morning, the invasion fleet drew off ond put to sea, but a
Hudson of Nos 1 (GeRe) Squadron which had left Kota Bahru at
0600 hrss located the fleet of two cruisers, four destroyers
and two merchant vessels 30 miles NeNe¢E. of the beachhead, _
sailing at high speed in a northerly direction and covered by
nine enemy aircraft. The Hudson then returned to base, but
before landing managed to strafe enemy berges off the landing
beachese Noe 1 (GeRe) Squadron made a further nine sorties
against similar targets as well as troop concentrations on the
banks of the local river, ‘

DeSeDs(MeReSe) When the Hudsons of Noe 8 (GeRe) Squadron (twelve Hudson
2014 Enc 13a, - II) end No. 60 (B) Squadron's eight Blenheims arrived at the
"Report on ' beachhead from Kuantan the only target was the still burning
ReAsAFe transport - the remainder of the ships had hurriedly departed
Operations" some two hours earlier. . They could only attack the remnants

of the landing craft but as these were being effectively
dealt with by Noe 1 (GeRe) Squadron, an attempt was made By
Kota Bahru to direct them to chase the retreating convoy.
The signal was received by only one Flight of No. 8 (GeRs)

I1J50/30/L Squadron whose ensuing attempt to locate the convoy was
Enc, 4/d° prevented by a heavy storme Whilst attacking the already

22 Dec, 41 sinking transport one of the No. 8 (GoRe) Squadron Hudsons
III54/5/ L sustained severe demage and had to orash~land at Kota Bahrue
Enc 240 Another Hudson was demaged whilgt attacking an armoured power .

boat end returned to Singapore to crash at Seletares But

an enemy fighter was claimed to have been shot down; it is -

evident that the Japanese by that time were providing air cover

over the beachhead, for Hudsons of No« 1 (GeRs) Squadron had

an inconclusive brush with a Japanese Navy er‘o. A Blenheim
 was ‘also reported missing from this action {1/,

-~ DeSeDa(MeReSs ) No. 36 (TeBe) Squadron at Gong Kedeh at 0300 hrs were
2014 Enc 8a d/d ordered by 0.Ce Kota Bahru to deliver a torpedo attack at dawn
5 Jen 46 "Report on the invasion fleet, dropping their torpedoes on an spproach
on No, 36 Sgn" - from the seawnrd sides Whether these drders were properly
and DeSeDe(MeReS) received over the open telephone is not known, for the Squadron

. 2024 Enc 6a 4/d - Commander was subsequently killed in a flying accident, but
28 Nov. 45, the fact remains that the seven Vildebeestes took off at about
: 0627 hours into bad weathers Two aircraft lost the main
formation and proceeded on their own whilst the other five
Vildebeestes led by their Commanding Officer failed to sight
the convoy in the heavy rain until it had reached a position
"some 10 miles to the Northe . At 0730 hours one of the

(1) On 22 Dec 1 it was confirmed that tanks intend=zd for ‘the
Kota Bahru landing were sunk with the shipping desturoyed by
air actions ‘ ‘

DS 76267/1(19)
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Japanese cruisers received a torpedo attack from these aircraft.
But only four torpedoes were dropped and owing to the ,
unfavourable conditions the attack could not be synchronized
and no hits were registered; The Vildebeestes all returned to
Kota Bahru. ) . '

"The other threc Squadrons which took-off et dawn for

" Kota Bahru all arrived over the beaches only to find them

empty of shipping, The Nos 34 (B) Squadron Blenheims left
Tengah at 0634 hrs. Twelve crews had been briefed, but only
nine aireraft took-off for three Blenheims had been damaged

by bomb splinters during the first air reid on the Islend (1)
The 500 1b GePe bombs could only be used against the barges,
and although in addition to this attack on a secondary target,
the beaches were machine-gunned, the raid was considered

‘unsuccessful, especially as three aircraft were lost and four

severely damaged, One Blenheim crash-landed after an engage=
ment with two Japanese Zeros, enother was forced down at

and whilst the squadron was returning to Butterworth
to refuel, the Zeros made an interception with the result that
a further Blenheim crash-landed. -One enemy fighter was claimed
in this engagement.

Noe 27 (NeFe) Squadron (twelve Blenheim I) at Sungei Pateni
fared no better in their mission to Kota Bahru -~ all that
remained as a target were the landing craft, and when the
squadron returned it was to find that in their ebsence the
airfield had been extensively bombed. :

The story of Nos 62 (B) Squadron's raid is somewhat
different to the other Unitse The whole of the squadron =
eleven Blenheims = took off from Alor Star at 0655 hours cn
8 December with orders to carry out a high-level bombing attack
on the invasion fleet at Kota Bahrus Arriving there some .50
minutes later there was no sign of enemy activity, so in an
endeavour to locate the Japsnese the squadron flew south-east
+to0 the vicinity of the Perhentian Islondse - There was still no
enemy, but with orders to 'seek-out and destroy', the formation
leader turned on to a reciprocal coursey and off Patani found
a Japenese fleet of some fifteen to twenty shipss Landing
barges were carrying troops to the shore when the attack with
500 1b bombs was made from 8000 feet. The.results, however,
were. unobserved because of low stratus-cloud, and although
there was:some fighter and-anti=-aircraf't opposition. the
squadron returned to Alor Star without loss of a single air=-
craf'te

The only Unit of the hurriedly impressed defending force
not to go into action that day was No. 100 (T.B.) Squedron at
Seletare. Nine Vildebeestes of this Squadron together with
two sircraft of Noe 36 (TeB.) Squadron left at 0913 hrs. for
Kusnten where they were to aweit further orderss One aircraft
of Noe 100 Sgdn. subsequently returned to Seletar with engine
troubles On arrival at Kuantan the Vildebeestes were loaded
with torpedoes, and although in the early afternoon two air-
creft were ordered to reinforce Kota Bahru, they were recalled .
to Kuanten by W/T because it was reported the enemy had by that

time taken Kota Bahru airfield.

DS 76267/1(20)

é1g See also in Section: 'First Bombs on Singapore'.

2) Probebly fighters of 11th Regiment which were patrolling
above the Patani beachhead, This Unit had relieved 22nd Air
Flotilla which had given earlier covers



I1J 50/L4 .
Entries d/d
8 Dec, L1,

Brooke~Popham
Despatoh -
paras 101

Maltby Despatch
Para. 1 81

IIJ 53/8 -
Pp. 35, 41.

13

. Lastly the Beaufort which had left Kota Bahru at first
light for a photographic reconnaissance of the Lakon Roads
returned at 0315 hrse It had been attacked at Singora by
8ix enemy fighters and was so badly demaged that it scarcely
managed to get back to base (where it burned-out after landing).
But the pilot had accomplished his task; photogrephs had been
taken at Patani of six transports unloading troops, covered by -
two destroyerse These photographs were developed at Kota
Bahru and at 1530 hrs. flown back to Singepore by the only
serviceable Buffalo.

The evidence obtained by the Beaufort clearly established
the fact that the bulk of the Japanese forces had landed intact
in South~East Siams The landing at Kota Bahru had indeed
been a diversion and although in some respects a costly one
to the enemy, it had achieved its purpose in concenirating the
greater part of our air forces in the defence of Kota Bahru.
The actual number of RoAsF, aircraft lost in this initial
engagement had not been unduly high, but even so, out of a
total of eighty=-seven aircraft deployed to the invasion area
at least ng.ne had been lost or written-off and meny severely
damagedo(1 + The next move would be to strike at the enemy
on their easily won airfields in the Singora-Pataoni area.

But - was the Ralz. e in sufficient strength at their northern
battle stations?(2)And, what is more important, could they
attack before the enemy followed up his initial successes?

'First Bombs on Singapore

In the early hours of the first morning of the war in the
Far East, the great city of Singaspore, clearly outlined in the
moonlight, was oblivious of the tumult at its northern outposte
It slept quietly on; but at Sime Road, in the Combined '
Operations Room a different scene prevaileds All attention
was concentrated upon Kota Bahru and the !green-line! telephone
to that Station was continuously engeged in the direction of
operations which at the time were progressing quite satisfac-
torilys The realization that the long-expected hostilities
had at last commenced must have been upper-most in everyone's
mind when, at 0330 hours an unusual telephone message came in
from the Fighter Operations Room at Kallang ~ 'Two unidenti-
fied aircraft =-- coming in towards Mersing!' The radar
station there was plotting the approaching tracks 40 miles out
to the north~east at 10,000 feets Quick checks were made:
none of our aircraft were flying that night but the fighters
were ermed and stending-by whilst action was to be taken to
warn the civil authoritiess Seven minutes later (at 0342
hours) the aircraft tracks turned ominously southwards and
began to converge on the coast, only 40 miles from Singaporees
(3§ By this time the enemy crews must have seen the not far-
distant lights of Singapore; at O4O3 hrs. they were only. 14
miles away from the target when the formetion divided at a
height between 14,000 and 17,000 feets ReAsFe fighters were
ordered to await complete first light, but the AsA.guns were

DS 76267/1(21)

13 For Summary of losses see Appendix IV, page 3
2) The disposition of Units in the Far East Command at

8 Dec 41 may readily be seen on the Map at Appendix II. This

should be read in conjunction with Appendix I, Vol.I.

(3) The size of the enemy force has been assessed as up to
seventeen Type 96 aircraft which had flown from bases inscuthern
Indo-China. These were Units of the 22nd Air Flotilla.
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under orders to open f:.re.(” The first bombs were heard at
0408 hours, and these may .well have been the ones which fell
in the very heart of the city: on Raffles Square ’ the famous
shopping centre, and in ‘Battery Road, as: well as in the
vicinity of the General Hospital and the ‘Singapore Prison.
An attack was also made on the eastern part of the Harbour,
possibly in misteke for Kelleng airfield., The Governor Stralis

‘Settlements in his signal to the Colonial Office numbered the

casualties at sixty-one killed and one hundred and thirty-three
injured; they ‘were 9.11 Asiatic, the majority being Chineses

On the north side of the Island two airfields were damaged,
Three salvoes of bombs fell on Seletar from nine aircraft at
0415 hours, demolishing o sanitary annexe and cookhouse, whilst
other domestic buildings were domaged as well as a water main:
three men were killed. Eleven bombs fell on the airfield
itself of which six did not explodes At Tengah bombs were
dropped on the domestic area without damage, but therc were
twenty-two craters in the airfield end three Blenheims of

" Nos 34(B) Squadron (waiting to take-off for action against

the invasion fleet at Kota Bo.hru) were struck by bomb frapments,

At OZ;AO hours the 'all clear was sounded: the raid had
lasted a little over half-sn~hour, and during that time, at the
cost of possibly one aircraft the Jepanese had inflicted slight
demage to military targets, although a sharp but sslutary *
lesson had been brought home to the civilian.community.

This first raid was not serious when compared with the
weight of attacks, which after a lull of some three weeks, were

. to be directed upon the citys. Even so it had a two=fold

significance. It was en earnest of Jepen's initiative and
faith in the use of air bombing, and at the same time it so
revealed the indifferent attitude (in varying degrees) of both
the Service authorities and the Civil Administration that
attempts to allocate the blame for the initial collapse of the
AJRePe measures heve continued ever sinces The most obvious
fault of the whole raid, and one to which- everyone could point,
was . the fallure to extinguish the lights of the c:.‘cy. Throuech
out the raid all the street lights were burning and in fact ,
were not- extinguished until after the raid. According to an
eye-witness 'the city's lights were blazing as if nothing
untoward was happening!.

In all probability the 1:.ghts made very little differenoe
to the. effectiveness of the raid. The opinion of the C-in-{
is that the coast line and most of Singspore must have shown up
very clearly in the bright full moons - Nevertheless somecne
was at fault in not putting the A.R.Ps services into action,
The black-out of S:i.ngapore was the ultimate responsibility or .

“the Governor, so that in the end the A+0sCs had to telephme

Sir Shenton Thomas personally in order to have the alarm sounded
ond, eventually, the street lights extinguished. The Director

of AWRePe claims that the military authorities had always,

promised l;.8 hours notice of the necessity to impose black-out
regulotionss When the situation had begun to deteriorate he

" had pressed for the black-out to be introduced, but the Colonial

Secretary had refused to allow this measure because re-ass curailce '
had been given of the 48 hours notices Even so, the Director

. Ytook the precaution of having the Control Room manned!.

‘DS 76267/1(22)

(1) The only night-fighters ready to take-off were three
Buffaloes of Nos 453 (F) Squadron, Sembawang, yet despite
repeated requests t0 AsHeQe and Fighters Ops by the Squadron

.Commender these aircraft were held on the ground and so missed

'a perfect night-fighter terget!, because, the 0.Ces goes on,
'the raid had to be left to the anti-airoraft guns'.
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~Yet when the raid began he was in bed in his home at Katong

and it was not until he received the Governor's telephone
message that he gave the necessary orders for the alarm to be
sounded. The main excuse given by the Civil Administration
is therefore that they were taken by surprise because the
Service authorities had failed to give the civil defence
organisation any adequate warning.

When the enemy raid was approaching Singapore the
Commender of No. 22/ Fighter Group telephoned the C-in=C to
warn him, and at the same time he waz extremely concerned that
no reply could be obtained from A.R.Ps Headquarterse Later
he complained that the AsRePs authorities had always refused
to provide a liaison officer in the Fighter Operations Room,
therefore, on the night of the raid, there was no channel
availeble thrqugh this medium. , :

~ ¥Whilst no attempt may be made to allocate the bleme for
the LeR.Ps failure, nevertheless it is possible to underline
some of the shortccmings of both the Service and Civilian
authoritiess Quite apart from the fa her apathetic attitude
of the civil population towards war \1) it might well seem
that the Administration itself considered war unlikely and,
should it come, then it was the sole concern of the military.
If such were not the case, then surely, when the armed forces
'stood~to! at the 2nd and 1st Degrees of Readiness (on 1st and
th Dec. respectively) an equivalent gesture on the part of
the Civil Defence should have been deemed necessary? And
again, if the head of the A.R.P. chose to sleep at his home
during e critical period, then should not authority to sound
the alarm have been delegated to one of Control Room staff?
But whatever the issue the fact remains that such mistakes
were speedily put aright after the raide A liaison officer
appeared at the Fighter Operations Room and full cc~operation
was establishedo, 4 complete black~out was rigidly enforced’
and steps were taken to provide adequate shelters against
future raids. -

On the part of the Services it might fairly be asked .
whether a true spirit of co-operation existed between- them and
the Civil authorities, Because of the difficulty in the
interpretation of the movements of the Jepanese convoys on
6th Decerber it might not have been practicable to give the
agreed 48 hours warning, but on the other hand it would seem
that when the invasion actually commenced at Kota Bahru no
attempt was made to advise the Governor; and 3 hours were to
elapse between that time and the first news of the approaching
bomberss Would it not have been to the interest and security

- of the RefioFe to have made certain at the outset that the -

AeRePs services were at a state of readiness? But possibly
AcHoQo was too pre-occupied in its long-distance conduct of

the war; and perhaps the ResfioFe did not expect night attacks
from such distant basese This may well have been the gasges
Night flying orgenisation was in a very backward state (2

and ot least one Station Commonder (0.Ca Kallang) had been
directed by A.HeQs that night fighting would not be undertsken
in the event of wars Indeed, on this Station No, 488 (F)
Squadron had only one operationally trained flight at the out=
break of war, whilst in the other squadron, Nos 243, verylittle
elementary night flying had been done by the pilotse. When the
latter Squadron's Commonding officer (newly arrived from a
Fighter Squadron in U.K.) raised the question of night flghting
with AcHeQe he was told that it was unneccssary owing to the

¢ )

DS 76267/1(23)

1) See also in Section: !'The Civilian and Service Communities'
2) See also in the Section: !The Work of Air Headquarters.
Far East Commend'. :
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distance from Japanese bases (1) As already recounted, the
only Unit standing~by with night fighters was No. 453 (¥)
Squadron at Sembaweng end in a.ny case they were not allowed to
teke~offs

Such were the effects of the first air attack on Singapare:
it hed touched all sections of the community. The Chinese,
hitherto detached and remotc from contact with the long war in
their homeland now saw at first hand the terrible and devasta-
ting power of air bombing. 4As did the European population.
The ruined buildings which had stood almost as long as the
city itself were ample proof that the night's work had been no .

_more practice raid (as many had at first thought) but the

attack of a ruthless enemy who not only was capable of waging
an orthodox invasicn in the far-off State of Kelantan but was
reedy to shatter and destroy the tranquillity of the easy
existence which they had alwaeys regarded as their right. And
to the defence services, both military and civilian, had come
the reelization of many deficiencies ag well as the disturbing
knowledge that the 'Fortress' was no longer impregnable -
stratetic air power had instently found the weaknesse

Air Attack from Siam

There con be no doubt concerning enemy plans for the
opening stages of hostilities - powerrul air forces were given
the predominant rcle and then fully exploiteds Their aim must
have been the elimination of all air opposition and so well=-

. timed were their initial blows that after the first day the

Royal Air Force virtuelly ceased to exist as o means of defence.

Although the long~renge bombing of the early morning did
comparatively little damoge as far as the Islend airfields were
concerned, a far more scrious blow was to be delivered in the
North by the enemy's tactical air forcess Whilst the greater
part of the RofioFe in Maloya were re-fuelling end re-arming
after their defensive action at Kota Bahru the Jepanese air
force had been far from idle. The C-in~C afterwards considered
the size of the enemy force as two hundred a.xzd fifty to three
hundred aircraft plus two aircraft carriers The first
day's effort was reckoned to be in the region of one hundred

-and fifty aircraft of which one hundred were probably f:.gh’cers,
‘these were established on Singora end Patani airfields,

'which!,
he signalled to the Chiefs of Staff, 'were probsbly stocked
with fuel and ammunition in advance by arrangement with the
Theis' (Siamese)s Again the Japanese were ready to seize the
initiative, this time by striking at the grounded R.A.F. onthe
Northern airfieldse Their objeotive was to be two-fold;

-firstly to destroy aircraft on the ground, end next to put the

pirfields and buildings temporarily out of action in order to
deny them to such aircraft as were alreedy airborne or had
escaped the ground attackse By this means the ReAFe would
be incapeble of retaliation, and the airfields, once they had,
been captured by the enemy ground forces, would soon be made
servicesble for the subsequent operations of their own aircraft.

'A\
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(1) After the roid, this officer, on his own initiative had a
flame trop designed for his Buffaloes, and during the ensuing

- two weeks, not unly commenced night training, but had two

aircraft at 'readiness's On the third week the squadron was
therefore somewhat surprised to be ordered by A.HeQe to start
t flying training}
(2 Enemy sources quote these figures as:~
§a1gon area: Naval Air Forces ~ 132 aircraft.
' Army Air Forces = 200 aircraft.
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“firing until all ammunition had been expended.
. attacks were directed upon A/A posts, but later were changed

‘boggy condition of the airfield;
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Commencing at 0700 hise 8th December the Japanese air
force began to attack the seven main airfields in Northern
Malaya. - -Naval 97's first bombed Machang and Gong Kedah, (1)
whilst the civil airfield at Penang was shot-up by nine

fighters; %but little damzpge was irnflicted for these airfields

were empty at the time. ‘The Vildebeestes of Noe 36 (TeBe)

‘Squadron werc away from Gong Kedsh in search of the invasion

fleet, whilst Machnng and Penang were amongst the many vacont

. stations.

The next attack was on Kota Bahru, but significantly the
Japanese carefully avoided damaging the surface of this field.
No bombs were dropped; ‘instead eight separate fighter attacks
took place commencing at approximately 0900 hours and conti--
nued ‘throughout the dey. The formations varied between five
and nine aircraft which were Navy Zeros and Army 97's, and
attacks were carried out with what one ReAJAFe eye-witness - -
describes as 'reckless abandon'. . The fighters, skilfully
handled dived from 5000 to 7000 feet down to tree=top level
The early

to strikes against personnel and aircraft, and during the
last strafe at 1700 hrs. two Hudsons were badly demaged.

The position at Sungei Patani was far more serious how-

"evere On this airfield it will be remembered, two fighter

squadrons were stationed: Nos 21 (F) Squadron ReAeA.F. and
Nos 27 (N.F.) Squadron, From their reports it may be
gathered that the Australians were not favourably impressed
by the conditions which prevailed on this station. The
absence of accommodation for the maintenance of aircraft;

the impossibility to disperse aircraft because of the

and the 'apathetic attitude
of the Station Commander' were emongst the several complaintse
Whether this attitude was justified is impossible to decide,
but it must be borne in mind that No. 21 '(F) Squadron had only
recently exchanged the comparative luxury of a permanent
airfield at Sembawang for the rigours of & battle station and
in consequence their judgment may have been biased by the
discomforts which were bourd to be part of such an exchenges

. But whatever these shortcomings may have been the fact remains

that at dawn on 8th December Nos 21 (F) Squadron had mustered
twelve servicesble Buffaloes, but possibly because of their
lack of experience in the basic principles of dispersel, these
aircraft were positioned in a straight line near the stand-by
hute The other unit, No. 27 (F) Squadron, was away on its

mission at Kota Bahru at this juncture.

The crews of Nos 21 (F) Squadron were standing-by in the
briefing room when, shortly after 0700 hours a message Was
received from the Station Operations Room of two enemy aircraft
approaching from the West; one section was ordered to stend=
by for further instructions. Four pilots (two sections) then
moved to the stand~by hut and their sircraft were warming up,
when, at 0730 hours a formetion of bumbers was sighted almost
overhead, heading in & south-casterly direction at 11,000
feet., Bombs began to fall on both the Noe 27 Squadron side
of the airfield ond upon the aircraft of No. 21 F) Squadron

DS 76267/1(25)

(1) These were fighters of 59th Regiment. The Japanese
state those two airfields were attacked between 0630 and 0730
hrs. by 11 fighters and 28 light bombers of 59th, 75th, and
90th Regiments. 23 Type 99 bombers of 75th Regiment also
bombed Gong Kedah. »
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whose crews and ground personnel had by then teken covers

- Two of the stand-by aircraft, however, without instructions

from the Operations Room, immediately took=~off and subsequently
followed the enemy towards Singora, but failed to intercept.
The damage from this raid was considerasble. Incendiary and
HeEs bombs had fallen on Station Headquarters and a petrol
dump whilst fragments had struck seven Buffaloes, setting fire
to four of them; five men had been killed.

When the second raid took place at 1100 hours, No. 27
(N.F,) Squadron must have been back on the airfield. Again
the same tactics were used by the enemy bombers, estimated as
being up to thirty in number. Damage was inflicted on :
barracks and the airfield itself whilst a large petrol instal-
lation was destroyeds Eight more men had died, and when the
smoke cleared from the airfield only four aircraft of each
Squadron were found to be serviceable. '

At this stage, having suffered so much damage, it was
degided to evacuate No. 21 (F) Squadron \1) to Butterworth with
their few remaining aircraft, leaving a rear party at Sungei
Pateni to effect possible repairs to some of the damaged
Buffaloese If was the intention to return to this airfield
as soon as it had been mede serviceable. During these
preparations a request was received for 411th Division for a
reconnaissance of the Singora district. A Buffalo made this
sortie“end discovered some forty ships in the harbour and motor
transport on the move to Alor Star; the pilot was lucky to be
able to return for he had been attacked by five Zeros which
broke~off the attack only when all their ammunition had been
expended. :

Meanwhile Butterworth had not fared too wells This -

station, which was to bear the brunt of the hurriedly organized .

moves of three squadrons, was on a Care and Maintenance basis
end commended by a junior Accountant Officer awaiting posting;
the remaining twelve Australian officers (A & SeDe) had no
more than five months service apieces It was in to this some-

" what inadequate organization that A.H.Q. decided to divert the

Blenheims of No. 34 (B) Squedron after their bombing raid at
Kota Bahrue And to aggravate matters there were no re-fusllers-
three days previously A.HeQe had sent them to Gong Kedah.

Three tankers were hurriedly obtained from Sungei Patani and at
1015 hrs. when the Blenheims began to arrive it had to be
explained to their Squadronm Commander that although the require-
ment for 500 1b bombs could be met there was no gear to hoist -
them into the aircraft! (In the end 250 1b bombs were man-
hendled into the racks)e But their troubles were only just
startings The tankers from Sungei Patani contained 90 octane °
petrol end the Blenheim IV's needed 100 octane, yet despite the
dire emergency this slighitly lower grade petrol was not accept-
able, so that later, petrol in drums had to be brought from the
reserve and hand-pumped into the aircraft. Simultoneously
with the arrival of the second flight of four Blenheims (seven
aircraft survived the action at Kota Bahru) came fifteen enemy
fighters in a well-timed strike on the airfield against which
the Lewis end tommy guns comprising the ground defences were

"quite inadequates The last Blenheim to land had its under=

carriege shot away and subsequently crash-landed, and of the
six already on the ground ocne was completely burned-out and
three others badly damaged - No. 34 (B) Squadron were reduc(g?

to two operational aircraft in the first day's operations.

(1) No. 21 (F) Squadron evacuated Sungei Pateni without orders
from 'Norgroup' whose commander had no knowledge of the move.
(2) See also in Section: ‘'The Air Forces go into Action'.
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But more difficulties were in store for the harassed
personnel of Butterworth when the remnants of Nose 21 and 27
Squadrons begen to limp in from.Sungei Pateni during the late
afternoon. The Station Commander reported eight Buffaloes
of No. 21 (F) Squadron and seven Blenheim Is of No. 27 (N.F.)
Squadron hed arrived in varying stages of unserviceability,
but at the end of the day, after another low-flying attack
in the afternoon, these two squadrons could only muster an
operational state of three Buffaloes and three Blenheimse
That night the Australians had no intention of sleeping in the
target area of the airfield; they found accommodation some
2 miles distant on the sea-shore, and although the Station
Commander protested that by so doing they would deprive them=
selves of the facilities for servicing and repciring the air-
craft next morning, he was evidently over-ruled by the more
senior Squadron Commander. ’

The same tactics were used by the enemy at Alor Stars
Noe. 62 (B) Squadron, after its bombing attack on the shipping
at Patani had returned to base without loss of any of its
eleven Blenheims; but such good fortune was not to continues
Re-fuelling and re-arming was.in progress, when at 1045 hrs,
twenty-seven enemy aircraft.made a bombing attack from 43,000
feet with 150 1b HeEs bombs and incendiaries. Four of the
Blenheims were destroyed and five dsmaged, whilst some
buildings and a large petrol dump were set on fires. Like the
other stations, the casualties were small, amounting to seven
men killed; also the anti~aircrafit defence of 4 x 3 inch guns
was quite ineffective against the high-flying aircrafte

Of all the Northern stations to be attacked the ReAeFe
at Kota Behru probably suffered the worst, for in addition to
the fighter attacks which continued throughout the day it was
evident that the enemy were bent upon cepturing this airfield
intact.,' Despite all efforts of the Army beach defences the
Japanese had not only succeeded in getting ashore but had

- infiltrated in some depth towards the airfield. The Brigade

Commender himself was conducting 'mopping-up' operatiaons at
0758 hours against the two enemy companies which were between
Padeng Sabak and the airfield, but beyond this fact the. -
progress of events was somewhat confused, At mid-day the 8th
Brigade reported to AJHeQe that limited air support had been
obtained against a vessel unloading further troops and stores
at Padang Sabak; yet the four Hudsons of Nos 1 (GeRe)
Squadron which had carried out this task failed to discover
any such vessel and in consequence the Squadron Commander
considered these sorties were a waste of effort at a time

when the aircraft might have served a better % ose in
attacking the fast-retreating invasion fleet (1), A definite
sortie was made at 1530 hours to destroy the railway bridge
spanning the Goluk River (this railway was the only line
between Singora and Kota Bahru) but although four bombs were

dropped in a low-level attack there was no apparent damage.

The Station Commander at Kota Bahru and the Brigadier were in
complete agreecment about the seriousness of the local situa=
tion, and at 1600 hrs. when the Station Commander reported to
AH.Q. that the airfield was being attacked by ground forces,.
the A.0.Ces ordered the aircraft to evacuate to Kuentan.

The Brigade Commender was subsequently informed of this
decision . (2), At this stage, a report (which eventually
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(1) 3 Vildebeestes of No. 36 (TeB.) Squadron also took part

"in this operation.

(2) 0.C. Kota Bahru (W.C. Noble) states in his report that
during later conversation with the Brigade Commander (Brigadier
Key) when they were both PsOsW's, he gathered that the Brigadier
congsidered the decision to evacuate was right, but he should
have been consulted first. '
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proved to be false) of the enemy reaching the eastern peri=
meter of the airfield caused the Station Commander to go
forward to investigate; and it must have been during hig
absence that a message was received at 1625 hrs. by the
Station Adjutent from A.H.Qs giving instructions for the air-
field to be demolished after the aircraft had left.
Unfortunately the destruction commenced forthwith and when
the Station Commander returned from the airfield he was to

"find the Operations Room ablagze and with it the operational

records snd diary. When the evacuation order was received
by Nos 1 (GeR.) Squadron that unit wes well-prepared for such
an eventuality, Several months previously a Movement Order
had been prepared in great detail to enable the Squadron to
operate at on advanced base for six weekse The Order could
also be adapted to a withdrawal, consequently the whole
Squedron was able to prepare for evacuation in the space of
only one hours Each aircraft was to.carry ten persomnel as
well as boxes of spares, ond whilst these were being mustered
Station and Squadron Stores were fired and the four unservice-

- able Hudsons destroyeds Shortly after 1700 hours the five

eircraft capable of being flown were sent off to Kumntan.

The two Hudsons each requiring only a wheel were not destroyed
‘however, neither was the crashed Hudson of Nos 8 (GeR.)
Squadron, for all attempts at repair or destruction were
prevented by attack from-the air or by fire from snipers.

The road party moved off for Krai by motor transport at

1845 hrs., whilst the Station Commender left about 15 minutes
laters No persomnel were lost in this evacuation (1),

A report from Kuentan that same evening (1910 hours)

shows how five Hudsons of No, 1. (G,R.) Squadron and seven

Vildebeestes of No. 36 (TeBe) Squadron were flown in from K_o{:a
Ba\hm, thereby raising the Torpedo-Bomber strength at Xuanten

- to seventeen Vildebeestess The signal also advised AsHeQo

that one of the last officers to leave by air from Kota Bahru
had seen the enemy advancing on the north-east corner of the .
airfield, and furthermore this officer thought there was little, .

" chance of the runwoys:being effectively demolisheds Such an

opinion is to some extent borne out by the Japanese account of

" the capture of the airfield. After the bsach~head had been

established a reconnaissance was made with a view to a night
atteck on the airfield. When the attack was joined, their
account continues, the demolitions began with a 'thundering
roar', but the retreat commenced before the task could be
properly accomplished (2), :
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' (1) Although the personnel 6f A;H.Q.‘ and No. 1 (G.R.) Squadron

evacuated at this time there must have been someone at Kota
Bahru on the following day, for at 1810 hours 9 Dec a

Blenheim landed at Alor Star from Kota Bahru. It belonged

to No. 62 (B) Sqgdn. and in all probability was one of the
Blénheims detached %0 Nos 4 Ask.CeU. (See Appendix IV, page 1)

2) Quite possibly this was the explosion of the petrol
installation or the bomb store. Apparently the RsAJFe did
not have time to destroy these vital stores (they got away
quite rapidly in e matter of 2} hours from the time of
receiving the order) consequently the demolition was left to
the resourcefulness of a Battery of Royal Artillery.
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The final reports am aircraft losses began to come in to
AHeQs during that evening, Operations had exacted a heatry
toll, and even the darkness was to claim one more victim - a
Vildebeeste og No. 100 (TeBe ) Squadron which crashed on landing
et Kusntan (1), The fortwnes of war for the Kota Bahru

. invasion have already been examined; those losses were high,

but proportionately, the Japanese attacks on the airfields
were nothing short of disastrous (2), Every Station visgited
by the enemy bombers and fighters suffered very heavy lossess

- Kuentan was the exception: perhaps becavse of its comparative

remoteness it was not attacked, and so lived to fight at -
least until the next day. The total number of operational
aircraft in Northern Malaya on 8th December 1941 was one
hundred ond ten. At the end of that momentous 24 hours only
fifty were fit for operations. The remaining sixty had -
either been lost, destroyed by the enemy oxr ourselves, or
seriously damaged. The R,A.F. in the North had been reduced

in the space of one day by nearly 55 per cent! The

remaining units were on Singapore Island and comprised: Nos.
205 (F.B.), 243 (¥), 488 (F), 453 (F) Squadrons snd Nos 4
AsAsCoUo, together with the balance of Noss 36 and 100 (TeBe),
and No. 34 (B) Squadrons. The Malayan Volunteer Air Force
were not yet in action.because of the preponderance of enemy
fighters.

The C-in-C realizing the outcome of the battle in the
north would be governed largely by the number of available
aircraft signalled that afternoon to the Chiefs of Staff.,
His urgent requirement was for the early despatch of a
maximum ofre-inforcements. He particularly wanted two
squadrons of long-range bombers and two squadrons of night-
fighterss 'Should Japan gain air superiority!, he urged
'the situation would be very difficult'. Perhaps the fast=
moving events of the morning had clouded the igsue; in any
case at that time the full tally of losses could not have been
realized in Singapore. Japan was not to achieve air
superiority in the near future - rather she hod grasped it
that very day.

Summagz

Prompted by the realization of almost certain war, the
C~in~C, Far East once again urged the need for operation
MATADOR to forestall the Jopanese; ond as before, his
proposals were not supported by He.M. Govermment. Thereupon
he made an apprecitation on 22nd November 1941 for the
Commenders! guidance, in which, anticipating the operation
would eventually be sanctioned, he required the redisposition
of the MATADOR squedrons« 'Norgroup' was reformed at Kuala
Lumpur on 24th November 1941 in order to control these four
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(1) A comprehensive aircraft state does not appear to exist
therefore an analysis has been compiled from those records
which have survived. This summary of losses for 8 Dec, 44

may be found in Appendix IV, page 3.

(2) The pattern of the Japenese attacks on airfields is
revealed in enemy documents. 7th Air Brigsde, operating
from airfields in Southern Indo-China and using a total of
eighteen, Types I and ninety-seven fighters together with
seventy-five Types 97B and 99B bombers, attacked in two wavess
The first was from 0630 to 0730 hrs. and the second 1040 to
1110 hrs. Raids were made on Sungei Patani, Alor Star, Kualsa
Ketil, Butterworth, end .Penang. Twenty-three grounded RehAeF.
aircraft were claimed as destroyed, whilst the Japanese admit
of three seriously damaged.
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Units of which Nose 62 and 27 were already at Alor Star and
) Sungei Pateni respectively, Né. 21 was to move to Sungei
: Pateni, and No. 34 to remain at Tengeh under 24 hours notice
to transfer to Alor Star. Nose 1 and 8 were to be prepared
to operate from Kota Bahru and Kuantan in order to carry out
the initial reconnaissence plan.

Reports of a plen for invasion commencing 1st December
led to special air reconnaissences being flown by No, 1 Squadron
from Kota Bahra, but no sightings were mades The C-in-C F.E. ’
still convinced of the need for the initial offensive,
reminded the Chiefs of Staff that adequate warning must be
given for MATADOR - yet to avoid any provocation which might
result in war the C.0«S. continued to reserve the authority
to initiate MATADOR., Nevertheless the fast deteriorating
situation dictated the adcption of 'No. 2 Degree Readiness'
on 1st December and on the same day the Governor mobilized
the Volunteers. :

Three days later the full seawnrd reconnaissance plan was
‘brought into force and commenced by No. 1 Squadron from Kota
‘Bahru together with Noe 8 Squadron, now moved to Kuantan, and
Duteh flying boats at Seletor. The long delayed authority
giving the C-in-C F.E, permission to stage MATADOR on his own
initiative came on 5th December. :

On the following day the Japanese invasion fleet rounded
Cepe Cambodia into the Gulf of Siam where improved weather
disclosed their presence to searching Hudsons of No. 1 Squadron,
As a result, 'No.1 Degree Rendiness' was ordered and a Catalina
sent to toke over the.shadowing during the night.s A striking
i force of No. 36 Squadron moved to Kota Bahru and a long-range
: Beaufort prepared for a photographic reconnaissance of the
shipse Meanwhile, relieving Hudsons, because of bad weather,
failed to maintain contect with the Japanese. Both Kota Bahru
ond GeHeQe had reason to suspect the fleet had turned North-
West into the Gulf of Siam in a stage of an approach on Siam.
i This supposition proved correct - the Japenese, with air cover

were indeed sailing northwards.

Seaward recomnaissance was intensified on 7th December,

No. 8 Squaedron continued with the set plan, and from Kota Balwru
the Hudsons, restricted by bad weather, searched in a more
northerly directicn, but without successe Neither hed the

- flying boat of Nos 205 Squadron made contact during the night;
the relief Catalina did so but at the cost of being shot down
by enemy fighters. Both Hudson squadrons operated during
the afternoon, and although the convoys were not sighted,
individual vessels were located and indeed, one aircraft came

- under fire. The C-in-C F.E. now had to consider the question
of setting off MATADOR: bearing in mind the sudden change of
policy by Heuls Government, and appreciating the somewhat
‘indefinite sightings of the aftermoon, he decided not to order
this operations In his estimation it was too late, for were
an expedition aimed against Singora then it could arrive there
before the British. Furthermore, if the seorch reports hed
been mistaken, MATADOR would do nothing but violate the
neutrality of a country which, according to the resident
British Minister, would support the British :Ln their gppogition
to Japa.n.

Whllst the Far Bast Command stood-by during the night of
7th December, the Joponese expedition had turned southwards;
the larger body headed towards the Singora-Patani area whilst
e smeller force moved down upon Kota Bahru in order to divert
ettention from the main landings to the northward, In
anticipation of war the C-in~CF.E. had long since prepered an
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Order of the Day, which, in the event, was to be received
with mixed feelings.

The diversionary enemy force arrived off Kota Bahru at
0030 hrse 8th December. . No offensive could be taken until
the Japanese themselves committed a hostile act and this took
place at 0115 hrs when landing craft begen to approach the
beachese No. 1 Squedron was then ordered to take-off for
the offensive, and at the same time A,HeQ. issued instructions
. for all availsble Squadrons (Nos. 62, 27, 34, 100, 8, and 60).
to augment the defences at the beachheads Thus all squadrons
in Maleya, with the exemption of Nos. 205, 243, 488, 453 and
21, were concentrated upon the secondary target, whilst at
Singora (the long anticipated invasion port) the Japanese
landed their main forces unmolested.

b
!

i
i

hj .

supporting warships. Later, troop-carrying barges were
strafed, but enemy covering fire destroyed two aircraft.

total of seventeen sorties was flown during which one large .
vessel was sunk, two severely damaged and at least twenty-

four barges destroyeds A detachment of two Buffaloes of

Nos 243 Squadron also participated in this successful action.
Having established a beachhead the transports withdrew north-
wards leaving the barges to be attacked by further sorties of
No. 1 Squedron, aided by.the reinforcing aircraft of No. 8,

60, 34, and 27 Squadrons. An attempt was made to divert

these latter Units to the pursuit of the retreating ships, but;
without marked success. Solely upon their own initlative

Noe 62 Squadron did in fact fly northwards to bomb shipping

off Patani. Nos 110 Squadron did not arrive at Kuentan until
the late morning snd in consequence were not involved in the
defence; the other torpedo-bomber unit - No. 36 - temporarily
operating from the uncongested airfield at Gong Kedah,

followed the north-going transports but, due to unfavourable ¢
conditions, delivered an ineffectual torpedo attacks During
this time o Beaufort carried out a photographic reconnaissance
and established the fact of a main Japenese landing at Patani.
Becouse of enemy ection it crashed on return to Kota Bahru
bringing the total losses in aircraft up to nine of the
eighty-seven deployed in the North-East.

Seven Hudsons individually attacked the transports and ‘
A \

Almost simulteneously with these landings the enemy
staged a long-distance air attack upon Singapore Island. ]
The raid, of seventeen aircraft, divided into two formations X
at 14,000 and 17,000 feet, whilst the meagre force of night-
fighters was held on the ground in order to give full scope
(sic) to the AsA. guns. Bombs fell at 0408 hrse in the oity
and on the harbour, killing sixty one and injuring one
hundred and thirty three; Seletar and Tengeh airfields were
also attacked but with little resulting damage. Although
not of a serious nature this raid did much to reveal the lack
of co-ordination between the Services and the Civil Adminis-
tration as well as certain inadequacies in the defence. The
fact of the city lights continuing to burn throughout the raid-
mey have had little effect upon the accuracy of the bombing
by full 'moonlight, but it certainly emphasized the need to
perfect A.RoPs measuress And on the part of the ReAsFe this
unexpected attack found a weak spot - the almost complete lack
of night-fighters :

On the morning of 8th December, following the defensive
action at Kota Bahru, the air forces in the North were .
refuelling on their battle stations, when the Japanese, now
established on Singora and Patani, struck again - but this
time from the aire Using a force of approximately one
hundred and fifty aircraft the enemy launched attacks upon
‘ the empty airfields of Macheng, Gong Kedah and Penange
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Then, throughout the day they strafed Kota Bahru and badly
damaged two Hudsonse Sungei Pateni, on which were stationed
Nose 21 and 27 Squadrons was bombed so effectively that each
Unit was reduced to four aircraft. Butterworth was perhaps
the sccne of the greatest chaos for it was to this 'care and
maintenance' station that three Squadrons unexpectedly moveds
Upon No. 34 Squadron being diverted there after its action at
Kota Bharu, difficulties in refuelling and rearming were ‘
aggravated by low-flying enemy fighters and soon only two
Blenheims surviveds Then Nose 21 and 27 Squadrons begen to
straggle in after the retreat from Sungei Pateni, and following
another enemy ettack their already depleted strength was down

~to three Buffaloes and three Blenheimss No. 62 Squadron, so

far unscathed, was bombed whilst grounded at Alor Star and
nine of their eleven Blenheims put out of actione

Besides the air attacks at Kota Bahru the enemy were
meking progress from the beachhead; our air support was very
limited, and when at 1600 hrs. the airfield itself came under
fire, the Stotion Commander wos authorized to withdraw to
Kuenten. Preparations had been made for such a move by Nos 1
Squadron, consequently the remeining Hudsons were flown off
with little difficulty, and the road party evacuated to the
railheade On the Station itself some of the demolitions were
Premature whilst other installetions fell into enemy hands.
By evening a total of five Hudsons and seven Vildebeestes had
flown into Kuanten.

When the final reports were evaluated by AeHeQ. at the end

- of the first day's fighting it was seen that of the one

hundred end ten aircraft which had stood-to in Northern Malaya
only fifty were fit for operations, a startling fact which must
have prompted the C~-in-C FsEe to urgently cable the Chiefs of
Staff for maximum reinforcements.
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BARLY WITHDRAWALS

The march of events in Northern Malaya during the second
and third days of the campaign were of necessity mainly
centred upon 'Norgroup", A.H.Q, Singapore has re~assumed con-
trol of two of the Group's units for the anti=-invasion phase
at Kota Bahru, but with the disorgenisation resulting trom
the enemy air attacks on the forward airfields, these two
Squadrons werc perforce to revert to Norgroup control,

Headquarters Norgroup was at Kuala Lumpur in a school,
the ma'os' portion of which was occupied by H.Q. IIIrd Indian
Corps 1) Throughout the first day of operations no reports
were received at this H.Q, from either Alor Star or Sungei |
Patani as communications by W/, and lend~line had apparently
failed, therefore, as a result of urgent representations to
AH,Q. at 1900 hrs. 8th December, 0.C. Norgroup was given per=
mission to move forward to the pre~arranged advanced head-
quarters of IIIrd Indian Corps at Bukit lertajam, which was
situated within 10 miles of Butterworth. At the same time
AH,Q., were advised that the Buffaloes on this airfield were
operationally unfit owing to lack of gun firing solcnoids.
The move was completed during the night and by 0915 hrs, on
the following day the advanced headquarters of Norgroup was
established and the 0,C. proparing to visit his three Stations.
But the A.0.C., realizing the function of Norgroup could not

" long be sustained, gave orders for the airfields to the soyth
. to be made useable for modern aircraft.

Approaches were to
be cleared, boundary drains filled and arrangements made for
the rapid provisioning of bombs, petrol and oil in the event
of operations., Meanwhile Butterworth was becoming the focus
As already recounted, the rem=
nants of Nos. 21 and 27 (F) Squadrpns from Sungei Patani,
together with a proportion of No. Bk (B) Squadron had arrived
there during the previous.evening. They were soon to be
Joined by No, 62 (B) Squedron; sometime before 0835 hrs.

9th December, six Blenheims of this Unit flew in from Alor
Star, Evidently the ground crews of the squadron had done
much to repair the damage of the previous morning's raid,

No. 27 (NF) Squadron hed also striven to repair its aircraft -
four Blenheims were serviceable (one more than the previous
evening), and in fact two aircraft had already carried out a
patrol at 12,000 feet over the airfield. The same may not
be said about No. 24 (F) Squedron - their operational state
had been reduced to two Buffaloes. However, this might well
have been due to the failure of the gun solenoids. - But -
efforts were being made to repair this deficiency: as a result
of 0,0, Norgroup's call to A.H.Q. a P.R. Buffalo at Kallang,
previously detailed for a reconnaissance of Singora at first
1light 9th December was first to land at Butterworth with a
supply of new solenoids, afterwards flying northwerds for the
reconnaissance.

On the morning of 9th December, A.H.Q., realizing the
offensive capsbilities of the Japanese fighters, pla.len two
raids to destroy these aircraft on Singora airfield, 2 B

(1) The Officer Commending Norgroup was Wing Commander

'R, G. Forbes appointed in the absence of the Commender desig-

nate, Group Captain A. G. Bishop, who was away in South China.
W.C. Forbes had previously been 0.C. Alor Star.

(2) The enemy fighters could also be used as cover for the
bombers which might attack '"Prince of Wales" and "Repulse"

(But see dlso 'Loss of EASTERN FLEET®).
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The R.A.F. bombers were a much depleted force, nevertheless it
was decided to use them for daylight bombing with a fighter
escort. At 0939 hrs, Tengeh was instructed to muster six
Blenheims: three aircraft of No. 34 (B) Squadron (of which
there were still fourteen at Tengeh) were to.bomb=up with =5
500 1b, G.P,, whilst No., 60 (B) Squedron, freshly evacuated -
from Kuanten, had to provide the other three Blenheims armed
with 250 1b, bombs, The formation was to take-off between
1100 and 1200 hrs, and fly up the west coast. to Butterworth
where the fighter escort, if availablo, would be picked up.
From there they were to fly out to sea; then, approaching

 from the West a landfall was to be made on the.island of

Terutau, From there onwards the aircraft would cut across
the Isthmus to deliver their attack between 1500 and 1600 hrs,
Re=arming was to be carried out at Butterworth in order for
the aircraft to be available at first-light on the following
day. At the same time Norgroup was ordered to mount a raid
from Butterworth on the Singora target with a maximum force
of Blenheims, and if the raid was successful, to strike again.

C )

The reports on these two raids are somewhat confused and -
to some extent contradictory, but one fact clearly emerges,
which is that no adequate fighter cover was provided, The
severely depleted fighters at Butterworth were fully. engaged
with standing patrols .over the airfield and tacticel reconnais-
sanoes for IIIrd Corps., In fact, in respect to the latter

- commitment two Buffaloes of Nos 21 (F) Squadron made a parti-

cularly useful reconnaissance of the .Singora area at 08,5 hrs,
when they reported twelve to fifteen light tenks at Ben Sedao,
These requirements together with what would appear to be the
un~co~cadinated control of the fighters, deprived the Blenheims
of what little cover might have been available,

- The raid staged from Tengah tookwoff at 1245 hrs, The

fourteen Blenheim IVs of No. 34 (B) Squadren and the four

Blenheim Is of No, 60 (B) Squadron together with the aircrews

" had been pooled, consequently the formation consisted of six

Blenheims of No, 34 (B), three of which were orewed by No, 60
(B) Squadron personnel, When the formation passed over
Butterworth two Blenheim fighters were seen to take-off, but
after a short time they broke away. The epproach to the
target was as briefed and on the bombing run heavy A/A fire was
met in addition to at least thirty to forty enemy fighters,
Despite violent evasive action the bombs fell amongst a group
of fighters near the runwey. What little cloud cover existed
was used in the get-away, but with such unequel odds it is not

~surprising that three aircraft (two crews of No. 60 (B)

Squadron and one of No, .34 (B) Squedron) were shot down; the
Japanese claimed four Blenheims, The three surviving aircraft
of this disastrous raid returned to Butterworth and landed.

The seoond rald was never launched; the mixed force of
Nos, 62 and 34 (B) Squedrons was sbout to take-off from =
Butterworth when the enemy mede a combined bombing and low= -
level attack, All aircraft were damaged or destroyed with
the exception of one Blenheim of No. 62 (B) Sguadron cap-
tained by Squadron Leader A. S. K., Scarf which had become air=
borne a few seconds before the attack sta.rted.(" Instead of
abandoning what was intended to have been a formation sortie
this officer flew on to Singora, Opposition over the target
was severe and included attacks by a considerable number of

- (1) s/1dr, Scerf, at the time of his death was sefving as a
‘Flight Lieutenant, but in actual fact he was a Squadron Leader ™~

(temporary) for promotion was to be Gezetted on 16th Dece 41
with retrospective effect from 1st Dec, 41,
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fighters, yet despite this the bombing attack was completed,
Unfortunately, during this engagement S/Idr., Scarf was mortally
wounded; a rumning fight continued until the Malayan border
» was reached and &lthough a determined effort was made to
regain base, he was unablc to accomplish this object owing to
his wounds, A force-landing was made at Anak Bukit (neer
Alor Star) without causing injury to either of his two N,C.O.
aircrew ?ut 8/1dr. Scarf was admitted into the General
Hospital(1),  The circumstancos of this cpic flight were made
all the more tragic by the very fact that his wife was a nurse
in this hospital. Shc was on duty at the timc and when it
became necessary she immediatcly volunteercd to give a blood
transfusion, .But her offeor was in vain: as she was about ‘to
II J53/8 preparc for the operation hor husband suddenly dicd, He was
page 4O subsequently awerded the Victoria Cross. :

Later that evening, at 1745 hrs, the ill-fated station
at Butterworth suffered yct another low=flying attack;
according to the Norgroup Commender 'aircraft were being
picked off one by one on the ground'., The four remaining
Buffaloes of No, 21 (F) Squadron, without waiting for orders,
went up to engage the enemy; it was, however, an ineffectual ,
sortie for without loss .to tho cnemy two Buffaloes were shot

down! 2 .
Maltby Despétch As a result of the day's operations against Singora A,H.Q.

para. 196. decided that daylight bombing should cease until such time as
‘ fighter escorts could be provided. But such a decision must
have been almost involuntary =~ four Squedrons, Nos, 34, 62, 21
and 27 had by this time virtually ccased to existd

1T J50/% It will now be necessary to return to the somewhat uneasy
Entries dated atmosphere which prevailcd at the East Coast Station of
8 Dece 441 Kuantan, On the evening of 8th Dcoccmber the Station Command.er,

extremely concerncd with the nows brought in from Kot?. ?a.hru
by the personnel of Nos. 1 (GR) and 36 (TB) Squadrons(3),
requested permission of A,H.Q. to commence the evacuation of
ground personncl by sea, Although this was rofused at the
time, A.H.Q., possibly having in mind the dangerous congestion
of aircraft at Kuantan, signalled at 2127 hrs, instructions for
the evacuation at first light 9th December o§‘ all aircraft
except the Hudsons and twolve Vildebeestes(¥®), To Seletar
were to ge six Vildebeestes (of No. 36 (TB) Squadron) with
torpedoes, whilst Tengah was to receive tho Nos L4 A.A.C.U.
dotachment (Sharks), togethor with the Blenheims of No. 60 (B)
Squadron, These aircraft duly arrived back at Singapore
Island by 0900 hrs, that day,

II J50/L Throughout the day Kuantan was kopt alert by a series of
Entries dated false reports of cnemy shipping which were to be a featura of
9 Dec, 41, the evacuation, At 0155 hours two Vildobeestes were airborne

(1) Ansk Bukit was the location of the Satcllite planncd for
Alor Star, ' -

(2) A total of ninety-three aircraft of the 7th Air Brigede -
seventeen Type 1 fighters and scventy-six heavy bombers, Type
978, 99B, -~ lef't French Indo~China to attack the Kedah airfields,
_Bad weather diverted the majority to Victoria Point but the
64th Regiment got through to Singora from whence they attacked
Butterworth (probably the 1745 hrs., raid), A total of six
Blenheims and five grounded aircraft was claimed as destroyed.,
The raid connected with the Scarf incident was probably
delivered by two Regiments of the 12th Air Brigade, which
claimed sixteen destroyed,

53 See also in Seotion 'Air Attack From Siam',

L) A miscalculation on the part of AH,Q.: only eleven
Vildebeestes would be left at Kuantan at this stage.
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on an extended sea reconneissance; the pilot of the No., 100
(TB) Squedron aircraft, whose search hed been slightly
restricted by bad weather, was positive there were no surface '
craft within his search area. The other Vildebeeste also
gave a negative report. . Then again at 0738 hours three ™
Hudsons of No. 8 (GR) Squadron were sent up as the rosult of -
a roport from the G.0.C., to search for ships in the vicinity
of the Perhentian Islands: in this instance a convoy of one
battleship, two cruisers, seven destroyers and three trans-
ports was seen a few miles North-East of Kota Bahru., Yet
another search was mede at 1350 hours by three No. 4100 :(TB)
Squadron Vildebecestcs armed with torpedoes - but the ship,

‘reported 60 miles off the coast, was not found., At 1530

Hours tho Captain of a No. 8 (GR) Squadron Hudson reported a
merchant vossol of 3,000 ton in the vicinity of Tenggol steam-
ing south; off Mcrchong ho also saw ten barges. As a rosult
of this apparcntly reliablo sighting threc Blenheims of No, 3k
(B) Squadron were despatched from Tengash, yot nothing was
sighted except a few houses burning ncar the town itself,
Likewise the 3,000 ton merchant vessel failecd to materialize -
in an extensive search aided by good visibility six torpedo-
carrying Vildebecstes of No, 100 (TB) Squadron were unable to
locate it} ' .

()

Meanwhile, at 1225 hours a bombing raid was plotted on
its wey to Kuantan and within a few minutes the Station was
subjected to its first experience of high=level bombing(1),
followed by low=level machine gunning. Runways werc damaged ’
but still useable whilst a temporary bomb dump and power house
wore blown up; the main Stores was also hit,. The dispersed
aircraft had suffered to some extent: recorded casualties
were one Vildebeeste of No, 100 (TB) Squadron and one Hudson of
No. 1 (GR) Squadron destroyed; three Hudsons of No. 8 (GR) -
Squadron destroyed and others damaged., At the Station -
Commonder's suggestion the A.0.C. agreed that all serviceable
‘aircraft should be flown back to' Singapore although Kuantan was
only to be demolished if in danger of actually falling into

-enemy hands. In consequence the Squadrons flew out their aire-

craft: four Hudsons of No.-1 (GR) Squadron, together with

seven Hudsons of No. 8 (GR) Squadron landed at Sembawang; and
sevon Vildebeestes of No, 100 (TB} Squadron returned to Seletar.
Unfortunately the evacugtion -of the ground personnel was by no

. means so well organized., Whilst the Squadron Commander of
. No., 8 (GR) Squadron was proparing the move of his aircraft a
- yuhour spfgs:d that. all personnel were to evacuate the Station

forthwith So without waiting for further orders the
majority of tho personnel of Nos, 8, 60, 36 and 100 Squadrons
moved off in some twenty trucks without their officers, They
wore oventually met by the ground personncl of No. 1 (eR)
Squedron., This party had set off from Kota Bahru on the pre-

© vious ovening 3) and upon arrival at Kuala Lipis by rail at

0800 hrs. 9th December the Officer Commanding had telephoned
A.H.Qs from whom he received instructions to detach a party of
sixty airmen and proceed to Kuantan by road from Jerantut.
This party, led by its C.O., was within 20 miles of Kuantan'
when they met the personnel. of the four Squadrons hurrying in

)

-tho opposite direction, As there appearcd to be no-one in

charge, and upon. learning for the first time of the evacuation
of Kuantan, the No, 1 (GR) Squedron 0.C. re-organized the convoy
and moved the whole party, now numbering four hundred and sixty

_six airmen, back to Jerantut whero they were ontrained,

DS 76267/1(36)

(1) This was carried out by Type 69 bombers of 22nd Air

Flotilla, Ten aircraft were claimed as destroyed. =
(2) This incident bears marked resemblance to the premature :
destruction of Station Headquarters, Kota Bahru,

(3) Sce also in Section 'Air Attack from Siam'.
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Station Headquarters personnel were sent to Kuala Lumpur whilst
Squadron airmen continued back to Singapore. By accomplishing
this somewhat difficult task this officer had transformed a
disorganized retreat into an orderly withdrawals

At this juncture it will be necessary to briefly appre-
ciate Army activities in Northern Malaya. In this area was
disposed the IITrd Indian Corps commanded by Lt. Gen.

Sir L. M. Heath{1),  The 9th Indien Division was in the East

Coast sector and one of its Brigades = the 8th Indian -

throughout the first %a, 's opcrations was engeged in the
defence of Kota Bahru 2\5. After heavy fighting on the air-
field throughout the night the Japanose put in a determined
attack at dawn 9th December forcing the Brigede to withdraw to
the South, After this new line had been stabilized the 4/9
Hyderabad Regiment, which had arrived during the afternoon from
the Command Reserve, took up a position 12 miles South of
Kots Bahru, When on 10th December units were re—organized the
casualties did not prove so heavy as at first reported, never-
theless, with the potential threat to communications should
fresh landings be made on the East Coast, the Brigade Commander
on 11th December withdrew his forces from-Gong Kedah and
Machang to a rearguard posifion South of the latter airfield.

With the cancellation of operation Matador the tactical
plan for 11th Division was to meet the main Japanese advance
in a defensive position at Jitra, some eighteen miles South -of
the frontier, Following the initial violation of Siamese
noutrality by Japan, sancticn was given by the C.-in~C, for
the land forces to enter Siam, Consequently mobile covering
forces werc ordervd to move forward along the Singora and
Kroh=Patani roads. This sudden change-over to the defensive

not only had a considerable psychological effect upon the
-troops but necessitated a rapid re-disposition of preparationss

. The colum operating on the Kroh-Fatani rosd was known
as 'Krohcol! and consisted of 3/16 Punjab and the 5/4k Punjab
Regiments together with a mountain battery and ancillary
units., At 1330 hours 8th Decenber it was ordered to occupy
a position some 35 to 4O milecs inside Siam known as the
‘Ledge's When, at 1500 hrs, the leading clements crogsed the
frontier, instead of being met by passively neutral natives
they were engeged and held-up by a comparatively small force
of less than one hundred and fifty armed Police, It was not
until the following afternoon that opposition ceased, but the
delay had enabled the Japanese to reach the 'Ledge' first so
that when 'Krchcol' duly arrived at first light 11th December
a battle developed, the issue of which was decided in favour
of the Japanese by the surprise appearance of tankse. After
repeated enemy attacks our casualties had risen above two
hundred and permission was given to withdraw back to Kroh for
a final stand, '

DS 76267/1(37)

(1) Subordinate formations within IIIrd Corps, comprised:
a) Lines of Communication Area '
b) Penang Fortress Sth 4
¢) 9th Indian Dlnsj'on(?.?_nd Indian Infantry Brigades
(a) 11th Indian Division (6th ,
‘ 15th Indian Infantry Brigades
. 28th
(e) Federated Malay States Volunteer Force
Note: Numerical strengths are shown.at Appendix IIL
(2) See also in Section 'Air Attack from Siam'
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On the North Kedah front. other forces were on the move
Two companies of 1/8 Punjab Regiment together with some anti-
tank' guns crossed into Siem at 1730 hours on 8th December to
delay the énemy advance from Singora., At the same time an

-armoured train moved into Siam from Psdang Besar to which it -

returned after destroying a large bridge at Klong Gnea. The
road column, meanwhile, had mede contact with an enemy mecha~
nised unit at Ban Sadao, but although two tanks were knocked
out, the Japanese infantry, by an enveloping movement caused
the Indian troops to fall back. This aotion, however, ,
together with the demolition of two bridges so delayed the
enemy that it was not until the early morning of 10th December

- that contact was made again = this time at Changlun, South of

the frontier, This position was held by 1/4 Punjab Regiment
vhilst a battalion of 2/1 Gurkha Regiment took over the out-
post at Asun, about 10 miles further south, An early attack
was repulsed at Changlun on 11th December but at midday the
enemy made a serious penetration, Covering troops, with-
drawing down the railway to Kodiang and carrying out demoli-
tions on the way were ordered to reinforce Asun to impose
further delays, - Meanwhile the column retreating from
Chenglun was about to enter Asun when suddenly their rearguard
was attacked by twelve medium tanks, followed by infantry.
Heavy casualties were suffered by the Indian. troops, the
majority of whom hed never before seen a tank, Another
attack followed at 1830 hours vhich broke into the outpost .
and inflicted over five hundred casuslties, Misfortune also
overtook the trocps falling back from Kodiang, this time not _
in the form of an enemy engagement, but a premature demolition
which caused the loss of all the transport, guns and carriers
of the covering and outpost troops. Such incidents as these
were to have a profound effect upon the coming Battle of Jitra.

On the evening of 11th.December the Commander-in-Chief,
in a report signalled to the War Office, estimated the minimum
scale of attack by eneny land forces was two or three divie
sicns, supported by an air force of twe hundred to three

hundred aircraft, Naval urnits included one oattleship, seven

cruisers, soeventeen destroyers and one aircraft carrier., And
he expected these forces would expand to the region of seven
divisions end three hundred sircraft, -Nevertheless his
report contained the optimistic note which characterized the
majority of his proncuncements - 'Japan cannot stand a long
war' read the opening words of the signal, 'Having begun the

" war she must be expected to try to end it as quickly as pos=

sible ,.,! The events of the first three days of the cam-
paign in all certainty were endorsing the bitter truth of this
latter sentence! The R.A.F. were virtually beaten; the Army
was falling back on all fronts, whilst the Far Eastern Fleet,
prime defende(.‘?f Malaya had been sunk before it could take

] : ' )

the of‘fensive

The Retreat Commenceé

With no hope of re-equipping the decimated Squadrons of

" Northern Malaye in the near future A,H.Q. decided on

10th December to withdraw the remnants of the flying Units
from Butterworths At 1200 hours on the previous day Alor Star
had anticipated evacuatior, and following a request to A.H.Q.
for guidance the demolitions began at 1340 hours 10th December;
that same afterncon their convoys began to arrive at
Butterworths .The two surviving Blenheims of No. 62 (B)

.Sqqadron, which had been operating from this Station, were

DS 76267/4(38) -

(1) See also in Section 'lLoss of the Eastern Fleet'
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then flown out to Singapore, but because 0.C. Norgroup con=
gsidered it advisable to keep the Unit together with a view to
subsequent re-equipment, the Squadron personnel, after a night

halt at Butterworth, were sent down to Teiping on the morning
of 411th December,

The personnel of No, 21 (F) Squadron, who had moved over-
night to Ipoh by rail, wore followed by their four Buffaloes
on the morning of 10th Deccmber. These aircraft were ghill
suffering from trouble with the gun solenoids, Kvidence is
by no means conclusive but both 0,C. Norgroup ard C.C,
Butterworth independently reported upon the hurried nature of
the move- which, besides allowing secret and confidential
pepers to be left behind, resulted in unserviceable aircraft
being abandoned at Sungei Pateni and Butterworth., On the
latter Station two Buffaloes declared unserviceable by the
Squadron were subsequently found to be oasily and speedily
repsirable vhon a Mobile Salvage Section of Nes 81 R, and S.U.
arrived on the scene,

Little record exists of the ultimate movements of the
other two Squadrons at Butterworth except that on the morning
of 10th Decembor those aircraft capable of flying were sent
back to Singapore, together with the spare aircrews, In this
way the sole Blenheim I of No, 27 (N.F.) Squedron and three.
Blenheim IVs of Nos 34 (B) Squadron returned to the Island.

Whilst the aircraft flew out so the AA. guns mede their
somewhat belated appearance! From 14th Division had been
sent eight Bofors; these were sited and moved into position
during the early morning of 410th December, Meanwhile the
destruction of those airfields no longer required by the
ReA.F. was put in hand,  Authority ¥as given at 1010 hours
for the demolition of Penang; this action was commenced at -
1220 hours, and a little later (as already ment.v.oned.) the
denial of Alor Star started., 0.C, Norgroup then ordered pre=
parations to be made for the demclition of Sungei Patani and
the evacuation of all unnecessary personnel, Similar arrenge-
ments were made for the airfields at Kuala Ketil and Lubok Kizp,
although because of lack of suitable explosives it was expected
that bombs would have to be used, These demolitions, however,
were to become virtually impossible because as a result of the
destruction of Alor Star (in the rear of the ground forces) the
sight of fires and sounds of explosions had so demoralized our
forward troops that G.0.0, 11th Division had ordered that in
future buildings were to be broken up rather than fired, and
petrol was to run to waste,

Although on the West Coast of Malaya the weight of the
main Japanese advance was the deciding factor in the conduct
of R.A.F, withdrawals, on the other side of the peninsuls, at
Kuantan, a paradoxlcal situation existed. - Immediately
following the first air attack on that Station on 9th Dzcember, .
AH,Q. had agreed to all serviceable aircraft being evacuated,
consequently a total of thirteen aircraft flew back to .
Singapore. ~Yet within the hour Kuantan was advised that three
Blenheims from Singapore were to be-based on the Station to
carry out a dawn reconnaissance! Three Blenheim IVs of Ne. 3%
(ﬁ) Squadron, Tengah, were due to arrive at Kuantan 1750 hours
under orders to carry out a search at first light of an area
extending 50 miles to the North and South of Singora; any

enemy vessels were to be reported, after which the Flight was
to return to Kuantan.

Quite apart from this apparent contradiction in tactics ‘
Kuantan was indeed. the scene of very great activity during the
night of 9th December, At 2200 hours a report, originating
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from the Army, was recéived at A,H.Q.: another enemy laniing
was teking place at Beserah. The telophone to the R. 4.1,

at Kuantan was "dead" = a fact which tended to confirm the
landing report, consequently, immcdiate arrangements were put .
in hand for an air striking force to take-ofi' from Seletar ' "~ .
and Sembawang. The C.~in=C,, awaero of the position, concur-

red with the action being taken by A.H.Q. there-upon six

Vildebeestes of No, 36 (T.B5.) Squadwon and a mixed force of

two Hudsons of No, & (G.R.) Squadron together with one Hudson

of No, 1 (G.R.) Squadron were briefed for a night attack,

Many delays were experienced on both Stations in mounting this
operation = heavy rain and armement difficultics were the main

factors, consequently the Operations Room Controller had to

make frequent chenges in the departure times in order to avoid

the risk of collision over the target, - When at 0205 hours

the Vildebeestcs finally started to becoms sirborne from

Seletar enother and more tragic incident occurrcd.  The L™
Squadron Commander (S. L. Witney) on take=off collided with a -
taxying aircraft; the bombs came off his aircraft and expleded

killing the whole crew and injuring the pilot of the other air-

craft to such an extent that he subsequently died, The four
remaining aircraft, unawarce of the accidert comiinued o take-

off and set course for Beserah, After further delays tho

three Hudsons got away from Sembawang at O4LO7 hours, Vhether

these enforced hold~ups enabled the majority of the enemy

farces to get away from Beserah in the interim may perhaps never

be known; the fact remains that when the Vildebeestes arrived

on the scene there were only three small ships to be seen,

which were dive-bombed with uncertain results, The Hudsons

arrived later, at 0530 hours, and did not locate any shipping

despite a thorough and extensive search in the arca =~ their

only positive report was that Kuentan was still burning, All
aircraft duly returned to their bases after what might well

be desoribed as an unsatisfactory operation, especially in

view of the fact that no actual enemy landings were made, -
Furthermere, this incident was to have a very significamt effact. .

on the movements of H.M.,S, Prince of Wales and Repulse,

The position at Kuantan on the 10th December must have
been fairly stable for the Station Commander was able to advisc .
the A,C.C. that although there wos no W/T, and the power houss
had been hit, one grass runway was still serviceable and there
was adequate petrol, together with thirty tcrpedoes, . The
0.,Cs was instructed to remain at Kuantan with the three other
officers and twelve airmen until further orders, On this day,
however, the Japanese did in fact land on the North=East coast
of Besut, and the British Adviser, Trengganu, made a request
to the Governor, Straits Settlements for a flying bost to
evacuate British women, Because he considered they could
escape inland, as well as realising the need to conserve aire.
craft for operations, the CGovernor did not press this pownt
with A H.Q. who endorsed his decision in view of the shortage -~
of Catalinas, )

Whilst the air forces were engaged in withdrawing from
the Northern airfields, the Army, despite initial offensive
actions was retreating on all fronts before the rapidly
advancing enemy, A decision had to be made -as to whether the
8th Brigede should remain in Kelantan or be withdrawn to fight
elsewhere,  After approvel by the Ce-in=Cc, on 12th December,
1941, the latter course was adopted mainly because the three
airﬁ.e%d would no longer be required for the use of the
ReA. o 1?; also the main threat was developing on the West
Coast where our forces were inadequate, Fuarthermore, the
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precarious communications in the East might well result in
the loss of the Brigade if it remained. The enemy became
active as soon as the withdrawal commenced but they were
successfully held by the 2/10 Baluch Regiment so that by
16th December, after practically all stores had been removed,
the evacuation of rail began from Kuala Krai, This was com=-
pleted by 19th December when the railway bridges were des-
troyed; the Brigade was then concentrated in the Kusala Lipis/
Jerantut area by 22nd December after suffering fairly heavy,
but not excessive losses, K -

During the same day as the Kelantan withdrawal the 3/16
Punjab Regimont, after repulsing an attack on the "Krohcol®
force were compelled, by rcason of an ‘outflanking movement, to
withdraw to Kroh after suffering heavy casualtiecs. The other
Regiment of the colurn - 5/44 Punjabs ~ were also forced to .
move back to the same position, At midnight, on 12th December
the IIIrd Indian Corps assumed direct command of "Krohcol™
from the 11th Division Commander. Two days later “Krohcol®
ceascd to be an independent force when it was taken over by
the Commander 412th Infontry Brigade who moved it to the Baling
arsa some nine miles West of Kroh(1), This withdrawal left
uncovered the roead to Grik, and thence to Ipoh; to meet this
threat a company of 2nd Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders,
togei(-lzlgr with a detachment of armoured cars, was ordered to
Grik\<), , o

On the Kedah front the enemy, after breaking through the
outpost positions, repeated their tactics on the main defences
at Jitra shortly after midnight 441th December, This position
was held by the 15th Brigade on the right and the 6th Brigede
on the left, Two attacks astride the main road were repulsed

" by battalions of the 15th Brigede = the 2/9 Jats and the 1st

Leicesters, but at 0800 hours 12th December, a determined
frontal assault captured the Jats' position, leaving the
Leicosters on the flank, Thercupon the 11th Division Come
monder asked to be allowed to fall back to Gurun, some thirty
miles to the South; tho G.0.C. refused permission for such
an carly withdrawal, Counter~attacks were then put in by the
1/8 Punjab Regiment, but in the afternoon an attack was made
against tho 2/2 Gurkha Rifles on the right, This advance,
together with the. shelling of the road South of Jitra prompted
the Divisional Commander once again to ask permission to withe
draw, This time his rcquest was granted, The difficulties
of the withdrawal, which commenced at 2100 hours, were aggram
vated by darkness, and the confused state of the units as well
as the broken communications. Some got away without incident,
others made their way across country, but many were left ’
behind, By the following day the 15th Brigade had been
reduced to 600; the 6th Brigade were seriously depleted,
whilst of the 28th Brigsde the 2/1 Gurkha Rifles had been
almost wiped cut, Sovoral guns and a large number of vehides
were lost, which could not be replaced from the reserves in
Malaya,

The G.0.C. considered that the battle, fought against not
more than one enemy divicion, was “half lost before it begen',
mainly because of the irreplaceable loss of two battalions on
the previous day, together with the lowering of morale caused by
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(1) The 12th Brigede, vwhich was the Mslaya Command Reserve, on
12th December had been placed at the disposal of IIIrd Corps
for employment on the West Coast,

(2) These armoured cars, two in number, were manned by
personnel of Nos 62 (B) Squadron which, at this time, was
reforming at Taiping, ' :
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the sudden change-over to the defensive,  On the part of the
Jepanese this early victory against a main position, the
location of which they had never anticipated 'strengthened-
their belief in v:l.ctory and implanted a strong confidence in

»thelr troplcal campaign',

It has been shown how in the first few days of the
Campaign the relentless drive of the Japanese invdders was met
with resolute determination on the part of the air forces des-
pite the comparatively few aircraft at their disposal, But
when this meagre strength was further reduced by well=timed
attacks upon the forward airfields, the war vas then brought
home in no uncertain fashion to both flying and ground per-

sonnel alike, sheltering as best they were sble on the insde=-

quately defended airfields. There can be no doubt oonce:ming
the tendency for morale to detericrate rapidly, vhich led in
turn to the premature evacuation of the airfields. KXota Balru
was perhaps the exception: the withdrawal of Nos 1 (G.R.)
Squadron was both orderly and well-conducted, although it is
impossible not to discern evidence of panic in the hurrled
destruction of Station H.Q. buildings.

Air Vice Marshal Sir Paul Maltby, in his Report, advances
well=founded roasons for this widespread and untimely defecw-
tion, Constant attacks upon scantily defended airfields

* without the means of retaliation; pernicious rumours of

disastor in the land fighting, together with the opportuneness
of the air attacks all comblned, he utates, in demoralizing
the air force personnell?l

So grave werc the accusations against the forward units,
and in particular the RAAF. Squadrons that later the A.0.C.
was to convene a Court of Inguiry to review the circumstances.
This was presided over by Group Captain McCauley R.A.A.F. who
was Officer Commending R.A.A.F., Station, Sembawang., Evidence
was taken under difficult conditions; owing to the posting
to the Wetherlands East Indies of 0,C. 'Norgroup' no satis-
factory conclusion was reached over the events on the West
Coact., (nly an interim report could be made to A.H.Q. in
January 1942; but in the case of the East Coast evacuations
the full proceedings of the Inquiry were sent to H.G. R.A.T.
Batavia in February of that year. As far as known to Group
Captain McCauley no copies are now in existence, but it is
thought by this officer that although the Court did not arrive
at any final conclusion in rezard to Sungei Patani and
Butterworth, it was considered that whilst the evacuation of
Kota Bahru was uncbjectionable the withdrawal of persomnel
from Kuantan 'was not controlled as it should have been'.

It is significant to observe, however, that prior to
this Inquiry, the C.-in-C, on 24th December, 1541, had thought

it necegsary to address, througzh the A.0.C., a letter to all

Units(2), In this he deplored the disorganised evacuations
of the airfields; and whilst recognising the .cases of gallane
try amongst all ra.nk., he po:.nted to instances 'where airfields
appear to have been abandoned in a state approaching panic,
stores which will assist the enemy have been left behind o440
and a genoral state of chaos has been evident's He then wént

DS 76267/1(42)

(1) Although there existed strong grounds for suspecting a leak- -
ege of information concerning Squadron movements, together with
the spreading of alarmist rumours, the case was never

"deflnltely proved.
(2) It is not certain whether this order was in fact promul-

gated for the notice of all Units. Nevertheless it expressed
the convictions of the Ce~in=C. on this distressing subject.
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on to outline the duty of Commanders towards their subordi=-
nates and the need to deny aircraft and equipment to the cnomy
before thinking of their own safety.  His concluding and
pertinent remark was that 'airfields have been usually vacated
whilst still out of range of enemy forces'! "

. Loss of the Eaétofn»f&eet

Somewhere to northward of the Anamba Islands a submarine
was on patrol in the South China Sea. It was the
9th December = the war had hardly begun for the crew when
into their restricted vision came two ships~of=the=line with
atténdant destroyers, H.M. ships Prince of Wales and
Ropulse wore speeding towards the invasion beachheads.  But
it was to be their last cruise for the unseen watcher was a
Japanese Submarine, '

It is not unlikely this very submarine was one of the
pack known by the Admiralty to be in the vicinity of Singapore
and vhich had been the causc of their suggestion, wirelessed
to the Commandcr=-in-Chief, Eastorn Floet, on 3rd December, Eo
request United States aid in the loan of a destroyer screen 1).
The despatch of a Fleet to the Far East hed always been
governed by a policy which fluctuated with the ever changing
political and strategical situations. In August 1941, the
question was reviewcd by the Joint Planning Committee and it
was proposed to assemble in the Indian Oc?as-a‘large fleet
whosc oventual station would be Singaporel2), But such a
plan could not toke effect until March 1942 thercfore as an
interim moasurc it was proposed to send three capital ships
to Trincomali., However, the steadily .worscning political
situation dictated the immediate despatch of a force and on
20th Odtober, 41 the decision was  taken to se?d Prince of -
Wales to Join the Ropulse in the Indian Ocean(3),  Admittedly
this was an unbalanced force for no aircraft carrier was
available, but it was held to be justified by the urgency of
the situation. The prescnce of this "fleet in being'!, it
was hoped, would deter the Japanese from entering the war, or
at loast, if war did break out, they might be reluctant to
send their forces southwards., Furthermore, in moving these
two ships to the Far East the containing power of the strong

- United States Flect based on Hawaii was taken into full

considerations

H.M.S, Prince of Wales (Captain J. O, Leach) wearing the
flag of Acting Admiral Sir Tom Phillips(k), C.-ineC. designate
Eastern Fleet, arrived at Colombo 28th November aftcer leaving
the United Kingdom 25th October, She was Jjoined there by
H.MiS. Repulse (Captain W. G. Tennant), end thereafter the

DS 76267/1(13)

(1) The C.-in-C, E.F. did in fact discuss this mattor with the
Commander U.S. Asiatic Fleet (Admiral Hart) who subsequently
moved four destroyers into Malayan waters. They wore due to:
arrive Singaporc peme. 9th Dccember, :
(2) seven capital ships, one aircraft carrier, ten cruisers
and twenty-four destroyers.
(3) Prince of Wales
35,000 ton, 28,5 knots.,
Armament:=- 10 x 14 in., 16 x 5.25 High Angle
6 x 2-poundér multiple pom pom.
Repulse . . :
-.52,000 ton, 28,75 knots. . ,
Armamont:= 6 x 15 in., 9 x 4 in., 10 x 4 in. High Angle
" 2 x 2-pounder multiple pom pom
. 4 x.5 in,, 8 Ocorlikon ;
(&) Rcar Admiral Sir Tom Phillips hed proviensly been
Vice Chief of llowsl Staff,
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Shlps awaited the arrivel .of the anti=-submerine screen -

four destroyers: Electra, Express,’ Encounter and J iter,
whilst the Admirsal, in a Catalina of No, 205 (F.B.) Squadron

- ‘flew direct from Koggala to make a night landing at Singapore.

His reasonfor getting to S:Lngapore on 29th November was to ‘

- .co~crdinate plsns with the Dominion, Allied, and American
o+ Admirels; -

The Naval Squadron ‘reached Singapore on :
2nd’ December but there was no. opportunity for full consulta=
tion with the C,-in-Cs Far East partly because

. Admiral Phillips was éngaged in taking over from Vice

Admirel Sir’ Geoffrey Leyton and partly by reason of his

© Priér to 1eav1ng for the Philippines the
Cy=in=C, E,F. ordered the Re epulse with destroyers Vempire
and Penédos to preparé for a short visit to Darwin, a move

- originelly suggested by the Admiralty to disconcert the
* Japanese and to increase ‘the sccurity of the ships.
~.panied by two staff officers he then left Seletar in a
~.Catalina-of Ne, 205 (F. B,) Squadron at 0700 hours ,
~ 4th December, and havirg alighted en 1r‘oute at Labuan, arr:.ved

Ma.n:.la 1955 hours the next day. . : .

Accom-

Mea.nwhlle the: Repul e aoconlpanléd by the two destroyefs

.sailed for Australia on 5th December escorted by three
- Vildebeestes of No, 36 (T.B.) Squedron as an anti-submarine
. patrol,

She was recelled, however, as soon as the air
reconnaissance of 6th December reported thé approach of the
Air escort was resumed at 0915 hours

Squadron, These Vildebeestes were duly relieved by a

" further pair and the patrol was augmented with a Singapore III

of Ne, 205 (F.B.) Squadron(1.).
Johore Shoal Buoy 1430 hours,

Repulse finally anchored at
By this time the C,~in-C,

. 'E.F. had also been urgontly recalled and his departure from
Manila was perforce so hurricd that one of “the nav:.gators

was left behinds The Catalina, without recogn:l.t:l.on signals

. made an all night return trip and touched down at.Seletar '
' 1055 hours 7th December, }

AY

In conference. the follow:n.ng morning the Adma.ral outlined

%6 His Chiof of Staff (Rear Admiral Palliser) f ‘together with

the Captain of the Fleet. (Acting Captain Bell) and the'
‘Commanding Officers Prince of Wales and R@ulse his plans
Japanese units in the Gulf of Siam
were assessed as one battleship, seven cruisers and twenty

- destréyers, but little was known of the enemy air forces,
" Admiral Phillips considered that 'given fighter support and
- surprise ' the two ships stood a good chance of “smashing the

Japanese forces landing at Singora and Kota Bahru': he there~
fore proposed to attack shortly after first light
10th: December - a decision unanimously supported by those -

presen'b especially when it-was agreed the Navy could not
remain inective whilst the Army and the R,A.F. were sorely

beset.

The questlon of flghter protection had alread.y been

DS 76267/1(1.)

' (1) The two S:.ngapore IIT l’ly:.ng Boats allotted to the Royal

New Zealsnd 'Air- Force eventually left Seletar 0703 hours,
13th December or’ the first stage. of their ferry. By
29th December the’ two aircraft. had arrlved safely in

* New Zealand .
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discussed with the A, 0,C., Far East from whom the Admiral
had required:-

(a) Reconnaissance 100 miles to the north of the Force
from daylight 9th Decenber;

(b} Reconnaissance to Singora and beyond, 10 miles from
the coast, starting first light 10th December; and

(c) Pighter protection off Singora at daylight
10th December.-

The A.0.C., gave tentative replies that they could supply the
first requirement, hoped to be able to provide the second,

but could not give the third, Thereupon it was decided that
the matter should be thoroughly investigated and definite -
replies given to the naval Chief of Staff, vho was not sailing
with the Fleet, The doubt concerning the reconnaissance to
Singora from first light on the Wednesday was occasioned by
the uncertainty of the future circumstances at Kuantan  from
which airfield the search aircraft would operate, The third
task - fighter protection, could not be provided mainly
because the northern airfields were by this time untenable or
had been damaged thus making it obligatory for the Buffaloes
to operate from more remote bases. Under these latter con=-
ditions their endurance might possibly have allowed a very
limited patrol over Singora but.it would have fallen far short
of apprec:.able fighter cover, On the evening 8th December
the A.0,Cvy in such terms, confirmed to the naval Chief of
Staff his earlier and. 'bonta.tlve replies,

It would be no exaggeration to state that the R.A.F.
endeavoured to the utmost to ensure the safety of the Fleet
and in fact excecded in most instances the already agreed.com= -
mitments. G.H.Q., requested the Commanding General, Manila
(General MacAr’churS to make available the maximum long range
air forces to deal with airfields(1).in southern Indo-China from -
which it was believed the Japanese could send a minimum of
one hundred bombers to attack the Fleet (but confined to one
sortic in the day)s G.H.Q. plans are clearly reyealed in an
appreciation by the senior R.A.F. stalf officeri? This
officer assessed the R.A.F. strength in the North as twelve

_ Blenheims, with tweclve Vildebeestes at Kuentan and six %o

eipht fighters in the Butterworth area, A camplete Buffalo
Sguadron was available fram Singapore, he considered; this
was No, 5 which had already been nominated as Fleet Defence
Squadron Group Captain Darvall went on to recowvmend a
rcconnaissance effort based on Kuantan to locate cnemy sw-face
forces, in conjunction with a striking force of Vildebeestes

)

DS 76267/1(45)

(1) No record can be found in the U,S,A.F. historical files or
in the ULS, Historical Records Branch of such an attack by
American Air Units on enemy-—occupicd airfields,

(2) Group Captain Darvall; the appreciation is undated but it
can be deduced as written during the afternoon 8th December,
His calculations are very similar to the retrospective assess=
ment at Jppendix "B" Part II which shows the air strength in
the North on the ovening 8th Deccmber as - Bombers: twelve
Blenheims, Fighters: three Blenheims, four Buffaloes, N
Torpedo~-Bombers at Kuentan: sixteen Vildebeestes,

(3) “he Squadron Commander had arranged R/T commun:.catlon
between Prince of Wales and the Squedron, and was prepared,
given the use of Xluang, Kuantan and Kota Bahru to keep a
small patrol over the Fleet within 80 miles of the coast to a
point 80 miles north -of Kota Bahru.
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end Hudsons. standing by, Bombers, the appreciation con-
tinued should be employed on the night of 9th December and
first light of 10th to attack the fighter airfields at
Singora and FPatani from which the enemy fighters would be
endeavouring to give cover to their bombers attacking the
Fleet, Furthermore, it was proposed a maximum number of
fighters in the North should be operated from Butterworth to
give fighter cover for the ships as far north as Singora.
To implement this it would be necessary for one fighter
squadron to move from Singapore to Butterworth the same after-
noon and every effort made to provide the strongest anti-

_aircraft defences for that airfieia(?1).

It may be of interest now, to examine and to summarize
the extent to which A.E.Q., was able to implement thesg pro-
posals, Much of the story has already been related( 2?. The
11th Division did in fact send eight Bofors to Butterworth on
the morning 410th Deocember but the fighter concentration which
these guns were to protect no longer existed = even at that
moment the remnants were moving southwards: the last four
Buffaloes of No. 21 (F) Squadron on their way to Ipoh whilst
the single fighter Blenheim of No. 27 (N.F.) Squadron was
flying back to Singapore. - The Dutch Fighter Squadron (nine
Buffaloes) did not errive at Kallang until 9th December where
the effective fighter defence consistéd of crly two Squadcons =
Nos. 453 and 243 (No., 488 Squedron at this time was not cpsra=-
tionally trained), ‘

The bombers carried out the task to the very best of
their ability; we have already seen how, on 9th Deccmber six
Blenheims from Tengah lost half their number in attacking
Singora, whilst the seccond raid, staged from Butterworth, was
dramatically reduced to the token of one aircraft whose cap-
tain gained the Victoria Cross in a valiant attempt to strike
the enemny. The three Dutch reinforcing Squadrons (twenty-iwo
Glen Martins) were unable to help for they only arrived at
Sembawang on the day of the Singora raid (9th December),
Then the decision by A.H.Q. not to use unescorted Blenheims
for further daylight raids had to be equally applied to the
Dutch, hence they could not be used on the following day.
And as far as night flying was concerned, the crews were un-
trained, consequently one Squedron of eight Glen Martins was
returned to Batavia for the necessary training on the day af‘ter
their arrival, S

Neither was it possible for the seaward striking force to
stand by at Kuantan for the airfield had been evacusted on
9th December although the Hudsons and Vildebeestes remained %o
operate until the very last moment. Even sc s+ these Squadrons
continued to stand-by after their return to Singapore and did
indeed operate as a striking force in the Kuantan ares during
the night 9th-10th Decenber,

The reccnnaissance effort was more effective: appropriate
orders were given to Seletar and Kuantan for searches cn
9th December by a Catalina and Vildebeestes respectively,
whilst on 10th December a flight of Blenheims were to operateo
specially from Kuantan. :

Prince of Wales and Regﬁlse together with the destroyers
Electra, Express, Vampire and Tenedos (the latter two ships
replacing Jupiter and Encounter undergoing repairs) left the

DS 76267/1(46)

(1) In this respect discussions with the G, O. C., were already
in hand to move the A.A. Regiment, 11th Division to
But texrworth,

(2) See 'Barly Withdrawals' and 'The Retreat Commences',
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Haval Base at 1735 hours Sth December, . This Fleet - to be
known as Force 'Z' = was at the maximum strength for the
cruisers on the station were fully engaged on escort duties
and the Exeter was not due in until two days later, - Course
was set to pass eastwards of the Anambas, A% 0125 hours
9th December the first important signal was received from the
naval Chief of Staff. This had resulted from the A.0.G's
deliberations and confirmed that R, A,TF, reconnaissance to the
depth of 100 miles north-westward of the Force would be pro-
vided by a Gatalina from 0800 hours onwards Sth December;
also, it was 'hoped that a dawn reconnaissance of the coast
near Singora can be carried out on Wednesday 10th December;'

. and finally, 'fighter fggtection on 10th Dec¢ember will not

repeat not be possible\l), The Admiral was sdvised at the
same time of large enemy bomber forces in Southern Indo-China

- together with tho request made to General MacArthur to sub-

Ject them to long renge bomber attack, Kota Bahru hed been
evacuated, the signal continued, and other northern airfields
seemed to be in danger of falling, Despite the absence of
fighter support Admiral Phillips decided to carry on, unless
he was spotted by enemy aircraft ;5 accordingly, at CLOO hours
the Force altered course to northward leaving the Anambas to
port, It was then his intention to detach the destroyers,
vulnerable to air attack, at midnight 9th December and make a
high speed descent upon Singora with the two heavy ships,
relying on speed and surprise %o avoid. damage, Japanese alr-
craft would not be carrying anti-ship bambs and torpedoes, it
was anticipated, and ‘he only opposition during the retire=
ment would be from the hastily organised long range bombers in
Indo=China,  Such was the plan - but it was soon %o be )
spoiled for at 0620 hours the Vampire's look-out men momen—
tarily spotted an aircraft, Low clouds and heavy rain,
however, provided suitable conditions for evasion, therefore
the Force held course, The Catalina of No, 205 (F.B.)
Squadron was also operating in this weather in accordance with °
the pre~arranged reconnaissance plan, The flying boat had
left Seletar at 0637 hours that morning but only one motor
vessel was sighted throughout the long day's patrol, although
at 1737 hours a supposedly hostile aircraft was encountered
and an attack .expected, The Catalina eventually returned to
base at 2137 hours without further incident. But other sir
searches were carried out, which even if they were not
specifically ordered for Force Z did much to contribute
indirectly towards the reconnaissance effort, As already
recounted two Vildebeestes left Kuantan at 0155 hours on an
extended scarch in the Gulf of Siam; the prevailing bad
weather restricted their efforts; however, Then later,
three Hudsons of Nos 8 (G.R.) Squadrons sighted, a force of
naval vessels and merchant ships off Kota Ba.hru(z). - This
sighting was indeed passed to Force 'Z' in a signal,

DS 76267/1(47)

(1) The latter part of this signal, by the omission of the
words "off Singora at daylight" differed from the final
answers given by the A4.0,C. to the naval Chief of Staff (which
were to the effect that fighter protection off Singora at day=
light 10th December could not be provided), Although such
conditions were inferred in the light of the Ce=in-C, E.T,'s
original request it is conceivable - even though it cannot be
proved - that this abbreviated message may have led '
Admiral Phillips to believe fighter cover would not be pos=
sible anywhere or at any time throughout 10th December,
Possibly this may be the reason why he never adviged Singspare
of his movements, and in consequence the fighter Squadron »
standing by for Fleet protection remained at Sembawang until
it was too late, . _

(2) See 'Early Withdrawals' for a more detailed account.
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originated at 1917 hrs, by the naval Chief of Staff but some
delay must have occurred for the enemy ships were first seen
between 1030 and 1100 hours and not, as Admiral Palliser
stated, at 1630 hrs. ‘

- The Japanese knew, from air photographs taken on

8th December, that the two capital ships were in Singapore.

But once they had sailed it fell to an ensmy submarine to make
the first sighting during the afternoon 9th December in a
position approximately 7°N, 105°E,  The message was not .
received at the 22nd Air Flotilla Headquarters until two hours
later(1)s The Gerzan Group at this time was loading bombs

for an attack on Singapore Harbour but on receipt of this
dramatic news the Navy 96!s were rearmed as quickly as possible
with torpedoes and at dusk the aircraft were ready for a night
'The situation was especially urgent for it was
expected the Fleet was about to attack the invasion transports.,
Battleships Haruna end Kongo(2) were also ordered to make comtect
with the British Force. Although the Group was airborne that
night they failed to locate H.M., Ships owing to bad weather
conditions, and so returned to base at midnight.

Prior to this search, however, the weather had cleared

and between 1700 and 1830 hrs. “hree enemy nava%}secom’aissance
. On

aircraft! were sighted from the Prince of Wales

this account the C-in-C. E.F. decided the risk of attacking
Singora was no longer Justified because all hope of surprise
had been lost and in consequence a heavy scale air attack had

to be anticipated. The Tenedos had already been ordered to
return to Singapore on account of her low endurance when at

2015 hrs. the remainder of Force 'Z' altered course for the
return to base. But shortly afterwards, at 2335 hrs., the
situation was completely altered by a signal from the naval
Chief of Staff which reported an enemy landing at Kuantan.
Admiral Philipps decided to investigate especially in view of -
the fact that the Japanese would hardly expect the Force (which '
they had last seen heading northwards) to be so far to the south

DS 76267/1(48)

(1) The 22nd Air Flotilla comprised the following naval air
forces:=- '

“Air Group -Flights Aircraft [LeEs{IeRe Location
Genzen Mikkaido 'Nell' |36 | 12 Saigon
’ Ishihara (Type 96)
Takai
Makino(recco)
Mihoro Takahashi tNell' |36} 12 20 miles north
' ‘Tekeda (Type 96) ' of Saigon
Ohira '
Shipai.
Kanoya Nabeta 'Betty' |26 | 9 On seme aire
(Type I) | field as
' Mihoro Group

Attached to the Flotilla werec 18 + 6 fighters.

Notes: ag
The Kanoya Group were short of ten aircraft based

b

: in Formosa and taking part in the Philippines campaigne ,

(2) Haruna and Kongo were sister ships with a speed of 27 knots
and armament comprising: 8 x 14,2 ins, 14 x 5.9 ine and 8 x 5 in.
high angle guns, - - .

(3) The identity of these aircraft is at once put 'in doubt by

. Japanese account which states that !'bad weather' on 9th December,

prevented any form of air search.

J

~
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by daylight; furthermore Kuantan, besides being a great
distance from the enemy eirfields in Indo~China, was close

to the return track. Course was altered, therefore, at

0052 hrs. 10th December, and the ships made ready for action.
The R.A.F. were already engaged in this operation and an
account has been given of the bombing missions of the
Vildebeestes and Hudsons to Beserah(1), But the southerly
movement of Force 'Z' had been seen - apd again by an enemy
submarine which had disclosed their position during the night.
Nine reconnaissance aircraft of the Makino Flight, armed with
4 x.60 kgs» bombs took off at 0600 hrs, on a sector search and
about an hour later a striking force of thirty-four bombers -
and fifty torpedo~bombers from all three Groups was ordered
to the estimated position of the Fleet, '

Prince of Wales and Repulse with the three destroyers

were some 60 miles ENE of Kuantan at dawn and rapidly closing
the shore Whenj at 0630 hrs. an unidentified aircraft was seen
L[]

from Repulse(2

But long before the warships were approaching

the coast, the R.A.Fy, without definite knowledge of this
major alteration in plan, was carrying out the pre-arranged
dawn reconnaissance of Singora(3). This important task had
been given to No. 34 (B) Squadron, Tengeh where the orders,
were received 1510 hrs., 9th December, Three Blenheim IVs
were to carry out a recomnaissance 50 miles to the northward
and southward of Singora at a distance 10 miles from the
coaste The search was to commence at its most southerly
point first light the following day. Warning was given of
enemy fighters on Patani and Singora; any warships or
vessels within the area were to be reported. Of the three
aircraft, crewed by N.C.0. pilots, which left Tengah for their
temporary baselst Kuantan, only two arrived on the evening

9th December; (

the third was lost in a heavy storm and

force-landed in the darkness on a beach 15 miles south of
Mersing. When the remaining two aircraft were airborne at
O448 hrs. next morning the poor weather conditions forced
them to carry out the reconnaissance independently. These
N.C,0's did a really good job of work on that fateful morning,
and although their reports did little more than confirm the
sightings of the previous days they carried out the search in
a most conscientious manner. The leading aircraft noted a
concentration of six vessels lying some 20 miles north of
Patani, and to the north-east of Singora a 10,000 ton ship
was on the move - this he machine-gunned until driven off by
heavy fire. Another merchantman was seen close in to the
shore, whilst near the further~most limits of the search
area a cruiser was moving at very slow speed. Other then
this no more shipping was to be seen; Kota Bahru seemed to
be quiet. These sightings were meinly confirmed by the
second Blenheim whose wireless, because of a broken aeriel,
had become unserviceable only 15 minutes after take=off.

This pilot saw what he thought to be an aircraft carrier or

E]

S

DS 76267/1(49)

(

K

See 'The Retreat Commences'. :
The Captair of Repulse refers to this as an 'enemy

recomaissance aircraft! but it is more likely %o have been
one of the three Hudsons from Sembawang which were in the
area at that time,
(3) G.H.Q. had reason to suspect the cruise had been altered
because of a signal from Tenedos. Before being detached
from Force 'Z' the destroyer had been given a signal by the
C-in~C. E.F. for transmission at 0800 hrs., 10th December.
This was to the effect that the Fleet would pass through a
point some 30 miles S.S.E. of the Anambas at 0900 hrs.
11th December, and as meny destroyers as possible were to
meet the Forcee G.H.Q. inferred that the ships had not
proceeded as far north as Singora even though there was no
ogitive information.

L)

See also !'The Retreat Commsnces!,
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"battleship but the sighting was open to doubt. Engine trouble

prevented completion of the northerly section of the area.
As the leading aircraft passed over Kuantan on its return
flight at 0930 hrs, everything appeared quiet, although unbe=
known to the pilot.Foroce 'Z' had been in the area for some

‘appreciable time.

The Fleet had been rapidly approaching the shore at
25 knots when, at 0730 hrs. Prince of Wales catapulted one of
her Walrus amphibians to recomnoitre; later the Express which
had moved inshore for the same purpose reported a state of
tcomplete peace! at 0845 hrs. Course was then shaped north-
wards and out to sea again in order to examine a.tug and some

‘barges which had been sighted earlier during the run=in,

About this time the Repulse's first Walrus was despatched for
an enti-submarine patrol, and shortly after 1000 hrs. reports

were received from Tenedos then being bombed 140 miles to the

south-easts Events began to move fast: Prince of Wales
sighted a shadowing airoraft at 1020 hrsv and 'first degree
readiness' was assumed (but still no signal to base for air
protectiori)s  Soon afterwards Repulse hed a radar plot of
siroraft bearing 220°, This was in fact the enemy striking
force which haed flown down the 105th meridisn until, arriving
within sight of Singapore, it had turned on to & ‘reciprocal.
Near the Anambas the Mikkaido Flight (nine aircraft) attacked
what was thought to be a minelayer thus expending the single
500 kg, bomb carried by each aircraft (th 'minelayer! was in
all probability the Tenedos)s The main body of the striking
force continued northwards and at 1100 hrs, sighted their
target in the approximate position 4°N, 104°E, heeding 160°,

Action commenced at 1113 hrs. when all ships opened fire;
5 minutes later the first attack was delivered against the
Repulse by eight aircraft of the Shipai Flight. The Naval
96's flew in line abreast and simultaneously each dropped one
250 kge bomb from approximately 10,000 feet, All were near
misses except one bomb, which, striking the port hangar
started a fire in _the' catapult deck = in order to avoid a
petrol fire action was taken to get the remaining Walrus over
the side. The first torpedo attack took place at 114k hrs.
The Ishihara Flight of eight torpedo~bombers made 'a well

" executed attack unperturbed by our gunfire' against the port

side of the Prince of Wales. She was struck by two torpedoes
(the Japanese claimed four hits) and as a result her speed -
dropped to 15 knots, the steering gear disabled and all but

one of her 5.25 inch A.A. guns put out of action. She
claimed two enemy airoraft shot down. Repulse had turned to
avoid this particular drop, but at 1156 hrs. eight airoraft of
the Takai Flight launched their torpedoes against her port
beam - these were successfully 'combed! although the enemy
cleimed five hits and admitted one aircraft lost. Two minutes
leter the same formation which had already bombed her came in
agein at high level to drop their remaining bombs = all were
misses, The two ships by this time had drawn apart, so that
the.Captein of the Repulse was uneware what signals had been
made by the flag ship; therefore, on his own initiative he:
mede an emergency signals to base at 1150 hrs, = 'enemy aircraft
bombing',

The first positive news of Force 'Z' came at 1130 hrs., in
the form of a report to A.H.g. from the pilot of the Walrus
which, having been launched from the Prince of Weles some

- 30 miles north of Kuantan, started a coastal search at 0740 hrs;
‘ this had extended down to Mersing, Hardly hed this report
' been corsidered when, at 1219 hrs., the A.0.C. recelved the

startling message (originating from Repulse) that the ship was
under attack sixty miles east of Kuantan., Fighter Operations
weie instructed to take immediate action and by 1225 hrs. the
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eleven Buffaloes of Noe« 453 (F) Squadron had taken-off from
Sembawang.

Even whilst the fighters were flying to the scene of
action, the two ships were receiving the final attacks. At
1222 hrs. eight aircraft of the Takahashi Flight approached

. the Repulse in two formations; she was able to 'comb'! the

first drop of torpedoes, but in doing so her port beam was
open to the other section which turned in to launch an attack
against which no avoiding action was possible - the ship was
hit by one torpedo (the enemy claimed four rather uncertain
strikes)s Then fresh waves of torpedo bombers came in from
several directions - twenty of the Kanoya Group were engaged
two of" which were claimed by the ships' A.A. fire (corroborated
by the Japanese)s The first torpedo jammed the steering and
although speed was maintained, three more hits abreast of the
superstructure brought the order to abandon ship. She
rolled over and sank at 1233 hrs, Destroyers (Electra' and
Vampire' rescued 796 of her complement of 1309, unimpeded. by
the Japanese. :

Simultaneously with this attack the other 6 aircraft of
the Group were torpedoing the Prince of Wales. Incapeble of
taking avoiding action she was hit twice at 1223 hrs. and
1% minutes later a further pair of torpedoes struck. The
ship could claim only one Japanese aircraft shot down. When
the final attack came at 1244 hrs. the ship was heading north:
nine Takeds Flight aircraft claimed two hits from their
14 x 500 kg. bombs = the ship recorded only one. A signal
was made at 1250 hrs. for the assistance of tugs from
Singapore; but it was too late - after Express had disembarked
wounded the ship turned turtle and sank at 1320 hrs.

The Squadron Commander of No. 453 (F) Squadron
(F1t. Lt. Vigors), after a flight of 55 minutes reached the
scene Just in time to see this tragic event. No enemy aire
craft were sighted but the arrival of the Buffaloes was noted
by a Japanese reconnaissance aircraft which had purposely
remained until both ships had gone down; thus was cancelled
further operations by six or seven bombers which had returned
to base t0 reload for another attack(1). The three
destroyers continued unmolested to pick up survivors: 1285 of
the crew of 1612 were saved but neither Admiral Phillips nor
Captain Leach were amongst them(2). 4

. Nearly an hour after the first news of Repulse the ,
A.0.C. was requested at 1312 hrs. by the naval Chief of Staff
to provide fighter covers .No. 243 (F) Squadron had already

- been standing by for 17 minutes at Kallang, but even S0,

when Fighter Oporations was required to maintain this cover
doubt was expressed if the ship could be found and even then
the standing patrol would.hewve to be restricted to two gir~ -
craft, and at the same time the defence of the Island, of
necessity would devolve upon the Dutch Fighter Squadron('3)o
Apart from this request an anti-submarine patrol for the
Repulse was required at 1335 hrs. the C=in-C. Far East endorsed
the instructions to Seletar to provide a Catalina and a
Singapore III for the tasks These two flying boats must have
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(1) 'In all probability these were aircraft of the Mikkaide

Flight which had.bombed Tenedns and then returned to Saigon

for re=-arming. ' v
(2) Vice Admirel Layton was ordered to re-hoist his flag as
C.-in-C. Eastern Fleet as soon as the loss of Admiral Phillips
was recieved in the Admiralty. -

(3) To such straits were the defenders reduced; No. 1488 (7)
Squadron, it will be recalled, was not operationally trained
at this stage.
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taken off some time prior to the return of No. 453 (7)

Squadron (which was before 1450 hrss)s  Ten of the Squadron

landed at Sembawang, but the Squadron Commander put down at

Kluang, possibly because he had remained above the re scuing m
destroyers for an hour. The two flying boats found no trace

of the ships, of course, but they did sight a Walrus, at

1645 hrs., down on the water through lack of petrol, near

the Sedili Rivers, This was the emphibian sent off from the

Repulse with the intention of retrieval at 1215 hrs. It

was finally towed in to Singapore by HeM.S. Scorpion.

By this time the first destroyer carrying survivors was
on its way back,.end as the result of her signal requesting
gir cover until dusk fighter aircraft were sent off. This
duty was carried out mainly by No. 243 (P) Squadron, from
Kallang (who had already been patrolling the scene of action
after the ships had ‘sunk),; but with some help from No. 453 (F) -~
Squadron.  Cover by sections of two Buffaloes at 2 time -

" continued until after dusk. :

Thus ended one of the greatest disasters ever suffered
by the Royal Navy = indeed it might well be considered the
greatest defeat in the history of that Service when account
is taken of the cost. On the third day of hostilities two
ships=of=the-line had been sunk, with the attendant loss of
life, by the (R.A.F.) equivalent of eight Squadrons of airareft,.
operating more than 500 miles from their bases(1). With the
exception of one bombing run by eight aircraft of the Ohira
Flight whose bombs, because of a premature drop missed the
target by 3000 yards, all attacks were brilliantly executed.
Captain Tennant himself describes them as tbeing magnificently
carried out and pressed well home's  That the Japansse were
well practised in this type of air warfare is shown by the
gstatement of the Genzan Group Commonder who described the Unit
as 'manned by competent and experienced pilots trained in day
and night bombing and torpedo attacks against shipping', to-
gether with the fact that the Japanese continued to have con-
fidence -in this particular arms This perhaps is disclosed by
a comparison of the tactics used in December, 1944 and those
of the succeeding two years, from which it may be deduced that
the enemy's conception of attacks against shipping changed
but 1ittle(2). . c 4

The full reasons for the loss of the great vessels were
not known at the time but nevertheless the news came as a
terrible shock to all sections of the community in Malaye when
the information was broadcast the same evening by the chairman
of the newly appointed War Council(3)s He pointed out that

II J.50/19/6 the sinkings must not-lesd to despondency but to a determina-
Enoss WX2949 tion to avenge their loss, Such brave words could do little
and t0 minimize the inevitsable results of the catastrophe.
. WX3205 4/4 Thereafter. the enemy had undisputed command of the sea: the
12 Dece U1 ' entire littoral of Molaya - and indeed Singapore Island ™

(1) The Japanese admitted the destruction of three Torpedo-
Bombers in the action and a further two force-landed in
southern Indo~China. Our. claim ‘believed that about eight
: aircraft were shot down'.
. %23 For detailso of this comparison see Appendix 1, para. 6.
3) The formation of the War Council took place 10th December, _
1941, It comprised: Mr. Duff Cooper (Chairman), Governor of .
Maya, C=in=GCo s Par Bast, C=in~C, ’ Eastern Fleet, G+ 0.C, MBJ.a.ya,
AeOeCoy Far East. , :
The Commanders remeined responsible to the Chiefs of Staff
. in London as the War Council was fundamentally a consultative -~
- and co=~ordinating body. L

DS 76267/4(52) '
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was now open to seaborne invasion. This was bound to effect
the strategical dispositions of the land forces many of which,
it will be seen later, were perforce retained to guard Johore
and Singapore instead of moving to the aid of their already
hard pressed comrades in the North., Furthermore, the
position of these same land foroes was to be further aggrevated:
by lack of air support; the diminished strength of the air
forces had to be conserved to ward off enemy seaborne expedie
tions and to convoy desperately needed reinforcements = duties
which normally would have been discharged by the Fleet now
destroyed before it had chance to strike a blow.

~ Summary

- Events of the next few days were to centre around
'Norgroup', therefore in order to exercise fuller control the -
Group moved forward, on the evening of 8th December, from
Kuala Lumpur to an advanced Headquarters at Bukit Mertajam.
Next morning the already overcrowded Butterworth received what
was left of the No. 62 Squadron Blenheims. At this juncture
AH.Q. planned two raids to destroy the enemy fighters which
were a menace both to the northern air forces and the newly
arrived Eastern Fleet. One raid was mounted from Tengsh at
1245 hrse. 9th December, with six Blenehims of No. 34 Squadron,

© partly crewed by No. 60 Squadron (newly evacuated from

Kuantan)e The fighter cover from Butterworth was not avail=

.able, conseguently the unescorted bombers faced by heavy A.A.

fire and enemy fighters were reduced by 50 per cent. The
second raid was never launched: before the mixed force of
No. 34 and 62 Squadron could take-off from Butterworth it was
attacked by enemy aircrafte Only one Blenheim was airborne,
whose captain pressed on to bomb. Singora; on his return

~flight he was mortally wounded by enemy fighters and crash

landed.

Meerwhile Kuantan, alarmed by the overnight news of the
successful landings was considering evacuastion. A.H«Q. agreed
only to the extent of ordering away the detachments of No. 36
Squadron and Noe 4 A+A.C.U. together with No. 60 Squadron,
but the Hudsons - Nos. 1 and 8 Squadrons - and the No. 100
Squedron Vildebeestes were to remain as a striking force.

Some of these aircraft carried out seaward reconnaissances
throughout the morning of 9th December, mainly, it would seem,
in search of non-existent ships. The first bombing raid
came at midday; besides damaging Station buildings, it
destroyed five aircraft, whereupon the A.0.C. agreed to the
remaining eleven Hudsons and seven Vildebeestes being flown
to Singaspore, In comparison the evacuation of the ground’
crews was a disorganized affair, a semblance of order being
enforced only when they had met” the party moving back from
Kota Bahru.

On all fronts the Army was faring no better than the
air forces. Defence of Northern Malaya had been entrusted .
to IIIrd Indian Corps. In the East, at Kota Bahru,
8th Indian Brigade (9th Division) was forced to withdraw ea.rly
on 9th December to a position south of Machang and Gong Kedah.
With the cancellation of MATADOR 11th Division had to revert
to a defensive on the Jitra position. .Small forces were then
moved forward across the Border. On the Kroh-Patani road
the column aiming to occupy the !'Ledge! position was delayed
for sufficient time by Siamese police to allow the Japanese to
arrive firste The other column on the Singora road made
contact with the enemy, but was then forced to withdraw,
Again at Chaglun and Asun the enemy success continued during
10th and 11th December, and it was at this juncture that their
medium tanks made a surprise = and effective - appearances
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On 10th December, AJH.Q. decided to withdraw from

Butterworth, through which No. 62 Squadron moved on their wey
to Taiping. No. 21 Squadron had evacuated by rail to Ipoh,

whilst the few remaining Blenheims of Nos, 2% and 3L Squedrons

flew hack to Singapore. Demolitions now commenced starting

. with Pospas® and Alor Star, but subsequently destruction by
-fire had to be discontinued aw:.ng to its a.dverse effect upon

Army morale.

Mea.nwh:.le , on the previous night (9th December) Kuenten
had seen much act:.v:rl:y, a Japanese landing was reported with
the result thet an air striking force was despatched from
Singapore. Of the six Vildebeestes of No, 36 Squadron two
came to grief in the night teke-off; in sddition e small
mixed force of Hudsons left from Sembaweng. In all cases
the operations were very unsatisfactory for no enemy forces
were identified. Thereafter Kuanten reverted to a compara-
tively peaceful existence and efforts were concentrated upon
salvage of equ:.pment.

Higher on the East coast the 8th Brigade was withdrewn
from the State of Kelantan partly because the main threat was
developing on the other coast against inadequate forces.

After the failure of !Krohcol!, command was assumed by

12th Infantry Brigade and re:.nforcements had to be moved to
cover. the now exposed Grik roed. The enemy attacked the
mein Jitra position at midnight 11th December; 15th and
6th Brigades failed to hold them, whereupon 11th D:.visn.on
commenced  a difficult withdrawal to Gurun.

Within these first few days the initially high state of
morale of the air forces began to deteriorate. Air superior—

' ity allowed the enemy to make practically unopposed attacks

on the northern airfields which led to their premature evacua=
tion. This unfortunate state of affairs was accentuated on
the West Coast and was the subject of a Court of Inquiry.

On' 2nd December, H,M. Ships Prince of Wales and Repulse
accompanied by four destroyers had arrived at Singapore as an
interim measure until the despatch of a larger fleet. - For
security purposes Repulse then left for Australia, but the
sighting of the Japanese convoys on 6th December, led to her
recall and & decision by the C.=-in-C. Eastern Fleet for
offensive naval action at Singora. Air co-operation was
requested and as a result reconnaissances promised, but the
Fleet haed.put to sea before A.H.Q. was able to confirm that
no fighter cover could be made available, G.H.Q. planned to
give all possible air support, nevertheless, and A.H.Q.
implemented these proposals to the extent of mounting two
bombing reids on Singora together with seaward reconnaissances
on both 9‘l:h and 10th December, Fighters could not be mado
available in any case because at the time fighter strength in

"the north had almost been wiped out, and with the forward

airfields untenable the two effective Units on Sinapers Island

_(Nos. 453 and 243 Squadrons) were outranged. The Fleet was

spotted on 9th December first by a submarine and then by air-
craft so that a decision was made to abandon the operation.
An ememy torpedo-bomber unit made an unsuccessful attempt to
locate the Fleet during the night, but the ships had altered
course towards Kuentan in order to investigate the report of
an enemy landinge Once again their movements were reported
by a submarine and at dawn 10th December, nine enemy reconnais-
sance aircrafl preceded e striking force of thirty-four '
bombers and fifty torpedo-bombers in an attempt to locate the
Fleete The ships had received very little warning of the
enemy' s approach when, at 1100 hours, contact was mads. ‘
Bombs were dropped on the Repulse but with only one hit.

" Then Prince of Wales was hit by two torpedoes; but the

Repulse was able to "comb‘ the first attack, and she was
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equally fortunate against the second bombing run., Unaware of
any signals made from the flagship she then wirelessed to
Singapore the first news of the air attack whereupon No. 453
Squadron hurriedly took-off from Sembawang. Torpedo attacks
were then directed on Repulse from different directions;

unsble to avoid them all she was hit first by one. torpedo and
then by four more from fresh waves of aircraft, with the

result that she sank at 1233 hours. Simultaneously the
elready disabled Prince of Wales received four torpedoes,
quickly followed by a.high altitude bombing attock, after which
she turned turtle at 1320 hours. No. 453 Squadron arrived

on the scene just as she sank and could only give cover to the
rescuing destroyers., This protection was continued by No. 243
Squadron during the destroyers! return journsy to Singapore
whilst a flying=~boat patrol was instrumentel in saving a force=
landed Walrus launched earlier by the Repulse,
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A MOMENTARY HALT IS CALLED

After the withdrawsl from Northern Malaya of what was
left of the Squadrons, the R.A.F., on 11th December, 1941, was
reduced from an offensive to a recomaissance role, and even
that was confined to the Units on Singapore Island. One of
the first sorties of the day was by two Hudsons of No. 8 (G.R.)
Squaedron now stationed at Sembawang; these were ordered to
take-off at 0700 hours for a coastal search from Kuala Trenggama
down to Kuantan. They were restricted by bad weather and only
a negative report could be given. Later in the day another
Hudson, this time from Mo. 1 (G.R.) Squadron patrolled the
Mersing coast-line but without revealing fresh incidents.
at 0742 hcurs Pighter
Operations received information of a force of four Warships,
and towed lighters, about 60 miles east of Singapore. Orders
were given for an air striking force totalling twenty-nine .
aircraft to be made available and in the meantims a section of
Buffaloes took-off. One of these fighters quickly sighted
the convoy and identified four destroyers and four barges,
yet no record exists of any subsequent action, probably
because A.H.Q. rather belatedly accepted the explanation
offered earlier by the Naval Liaison Officer that the Warships
were United States destroyers(1), At 1320 hours, in the same
area, an enemy submarine was sighted and subsequently two A
Vildebeestes of Nos, 100 (T.B,) Squadron failed to locate it,
possibly because of a delay of over an hour and a half in
taking-off, due to armament difficulties.

Similer troubles were the cause of a No. 205 Squadron
Catalina being late off from Seletar in search of six merchant
vessels which had been reported moving south off Setul
(West Coast); this convoy was also not located. To augment

the reconnsissance and anti-submarine forces, A.H.Q. made

arrangements for the use of two Dutch seaplanes, recently
arrived at the Naval Base, together with.the Walrus amphibians,
one of which had been flown off from the Prince of Wales, and
two from the cruiser Mauritius (docked until 25th Dece ).

It was in the late morning of 13th Decewber, however, that
most importent news reached the A.0.C.. The Far East Combined
Bureau at 1030 hours had received information from a relisble
source of a very large convoy of over one lndred and forty ships
heading S.S.W. off the coast of Indo~China. The force
consisted of one hundred trensports, one cruiser, one or two
aircraft carriers, eight destroyers and several submarines;
their position was not known but it was assumed to be off
Seigon, covering a 30 mile front. In consultation with the
C-in-C, China Station it was agreed that flying boats should
search a line Singapore to Cap Saint Jacques ( a point on the
estuary of the Saigon river), The movement of this fleet
was a most serious threat to Singapore especially if it were
Orders
were issued for No. 205 (F.B.) Squedron to send out Catalinas
to locate and shadow the convoy until derkness = but no
attacks were to be made, Accordingly two flying boats left
from Seletar at 1302 hours, but the .search which lasted nearly
ten hours was unsucoessful. On return to base one of the
boats was almost immediately sent off again but no better
results were yielded, Late that evening assistance was
requested from the Dutch - Seletar was in no position to
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(1) Four United States destroyers were in this ares indeed =
they had been sent there by Admiral Hart in response to
Admiral Phillips® appeal for an anti-submarine screen for our
Far Eastern Fleet. .

The lighters, in all probability were part of a fleet of thirty
which had left Endau, bound for Singapore on the previous

‘evenings  (AsHeQ. had been so advised at 1640 hrs. 10th Decd

AN
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meintein sustained recormaissances, for only three experienced
crews were aveilable, added to whichy on that very seme day,
the last two Singapore flying boats (which had been recondi-=
tioned), left for allocation to the New Zealand Air Force. :
The next morning e considerable striking force of sixty-two -~
sircraft was brought to 'readiness' in anticipation of a -
sighting report?"% from the recomnaissence sircraft (comprisirg
three Catalinas, two Hudsons from Sewbewang and one Blenheim

from Tengah), which were now concentrating on the seaward

approeches to the North-East coastline, But no contact with
the mein enemy fleet was made although one of the Catalinas
sighted six enemy cruisers heading south approximately 200
miles S,S.W of Cap Saint Jacques as well as two battleships and
one cruiser in the same locality, but steering north. - The -
flying boat wae then attacked by a Japenese naval aireraft ewi vas
forced to return to base at 1740 hours without completing th-
search. The striking force, after a day's stand-by, was
finally released at 1821 hours. '

During the 15th December, the search area was shifted to
the South-~Easterly approaches to Malaya, no doubt to gain
warning of any movement towards the highly wulnerable Endau =
Mersing beaches. One Catalina, two Hudsons and three
Glen Mertins, were engaged but no sighting reports cculd be
pessed to the maximum - strength striking force waiting at

. Seletar, Tengah and Sembawang and alternating throughout the

day between states of favailable' and 'ready',

On the following day a pair of Catalinas carried out a
diverging search along the anticipated path of a convoy moving
from Seigon to Endeu but without successe The Japanese were
not in that area simply because the time for a landing in
force in Southern Mslaya had not yet comes Instead they were

- launching yet another offensive - +the fleet which might have

been threatening Singepore was heading towards one more British
possession. On 16th-December, news was received of‘ its
arrival off Miri - the invasion of Borneo had be 2y,

Quite apart from .these seaward reconnaissances, the
solitary P.R. Buffalo operated from Butterworth orwards {rom
11th December, 1941. It was fitted with a camera having a
20 inch lens, and it was hoped to have a second aircraft with
a range of 800 miles ready by the end of the week,  This .
Buffalo did great worke On 12th December, low clouds and
attacks by what was thought to be Messerschmitt fighters
preévented photographs being taken of Singora; again on the
next day bad weather was experienced over the whole of the
route, but even so no aircraft were seen on Singora airfield
although several transports were inshore. Another dawn
recommaissance took place on 14th December, this time covering
the area Ipoh = Kroh =~ Kota Bahru = Grik - Ipoch, Over Kota
Bahru (wh_ich apparently the enemy air forces had not yet
occupied) the P.R. aircraft was attacked by a M.E. 110 yet -~
despite this the pilot returned with his photographs. In
addition to our own P.R. activities, liaison with the American
Volunteer Group in Burma produced information from time to
time =~ on 11th December, in particular, A.HeQ. was advised of
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(1) Seletar: Twenty-two Vildebeestes - torpedoes,

Sembawang: Seven Hudsons =~ 4x 2501be S.A.P. bombs,
Fifteen Glen Martins = 2x300 kiloe axd 3x100 kilo.. .
bombs,. )

Tengahs Nine Blenheim IV = 2x500 1lb., S.A.P. bombs

Five Blenheim I = 4x250 1lbe G.,P. boubs,
One Blenheim I = 4x250 1lb. S.A.P. bombs
Three Blerheims = 4x250 1be SeA.). bombss e

(2) See also in Section: !Bormeo is Over—run'.
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& recomaissance over Don Muang (near Bangkok) which had .
revealed a concentration of no less than eighty to one hundred
aircraft on that airfield. Such intelligence emphasized the
meagre resources of the R,A.F. Five Albacores allotted from
the Fleet Air Arm to No. 36 (T.B.) Squadron on 12th December
were considered to be a welcome addition to the antiquated
Vildebeestes. Strenuous efforts were made to get the.Flight
operational, the object being to adapt the aircraft to the
dual purpose of bombing or torpedo dropping., No difficulty
was experienced in fitting the bomb racks but advice on the
technicalities of the torpedo control gear had to be sought
from Air Ministry,» Such information was-received within .

2} hours but even so the torpedoes could not be modified in
less than a week, -

Also, the amalgamation of Squadrons was beginning; on
14th December, the C=-in-C, decided to send the Squadron
Commanders and personnel of No., 60 (B) Squadron back to Burma
in order to reform the Unit with aircraft arriving from ‘
Westwards; their Blenheim I's were to be retained in Singapore
to make up the depleted strength of No.34 (B) Squadron,
Improvisation was carried a stage further when the A.0.Cs
proposed to make up a Dive Bomber Squadron out of the eleven
now discarded Wirraways and station it at Kluang, And the
scheme received the tacit approval of the C=in=C. who expressed
a wish that the Unit should be established as a Flight of
six with five reserves, rather than a-complete Squa.dron(").

But the R.A«F: were not reduced to a completely defensive
role for on the afternoon 11th December, Tengah had been '
instructed by A.HeQ. to prepare a plan for yet another raid
on Singora airfield with Blenheim IV aircrafts This was to
be a night operation, routed over the sea off the East: Coast,
with a direct return, or if needs be, night landings at Ipoh
or Taiping to re=fuel. At the same time, Norgroup wes advised
of the project and impressed with the necessity for speedy
re=fuelling and re-arming so that the bomber aircraft should
not be exposed to attack whilst grounded. That evening, at
1800 hours, the A.0.C, spoke to G.C, Watts, 0.C. Tengah, to
amplify the original orders: eight aircraft were to be used,
taking-off singly between 0130 and 0215 hours so that the
attack might be delivered at 0500 hours. Not more than |,

30 minutes was to be spent in the target area thus enabling
the aircraft to be well clear by first lighte A high patrol
by a section of Buffaloes was also ordered for 0630 hours the
next morning to attack any enemy aircraft following the
returning Blenheims, By 2020 hours Norgroup revealed a ,
serious-defect in the plan = Taiping could neither refusl nor
re-arm and Ipoh could only re=fuell The 0,C. No. 34(B)
Squadron, who was to lead the raid, was informsd accordingly
and impressed that his sircraft must spend only the minimum
time on the ground at Ipoh. , :

When the raid eventually took-off only six Blenheims of
Nos 34 (B) Squadron were available; +two of the crews were
from No. 60 (B) Squadrone The first aircraft to leave
crashed into the top of a hill at Tanjong Gul at 0158 hours,
another failed to leave the ground, whilst the third was still.
flying around the Seletar area with navigation lights on over
an hour after take-off. Three Blenheims did get through to .
boub the target, howéver, but low clouds obscured the results.
One of these aircraft, on the return flight landed at Ipoh
0733 hours, whilst the other two reached as far south as
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(1) The Flight was in fact formed at Kluang on 18th December,

1941, and four days later four eircraft were ready for
operations, '
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‘ For some inexplicable reason
the Buffaloes did not take-off at the appointed time = sub=-
sequently they were ordered into the air. :

In view of the disastrous raids on Singora a few days
earlier it may fairly be asked why A.H.Q., mounted a further
attack on this distant snd well protected airfield. A.V.Me .
Sir Paul Maltby both in his Report and at an interview has '
emphatically declared that at. the time of the raid the AirStaff.
of A.H.Q. favoured the policy of a.ttacks on shipping and troop
concentrations in the Singora area as opposed to co-operation
with the lend forces in delaying the Japanese advence;
furthermore the meagre striking forces were insufficient %o
produce any real effect upon the enemy airfields 1)e The
A.0.C. shared these opinions but felt ‘he could not alter the
policy which was selected to meet the wishes of the G«0.C. who
was anxious ..« to reduce the scale of air attack on our
troopsts But the G.0.Cs in dénying this imputation points oub
that because there had been no air attacks upon his ground had
forces he was hardly likely to have asked for relief of the
troops. His contention was that attacks on enemy airfields
should be made only to gain sufficient air superiority to allow
urmolested strikes against shipping and troop concentrations
in the Singora area. Beyond this no evidence exists concerming
the reluctance of A.H.Q. to bomb the airfields. On the .other
hand there are minutes of a conference between A.0.C., S.A.S.0,
and 0.C. Tengah, which clearly reveal that even on 19th December,
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19 Deos 1941 offensive action was still being contemplated on airfield '
: targets; no action was taken, however, because of the failures
of the earlier day and night attacks and the impossibility of
‘ the only other method - by cloud flying. Then again on
Ibid 22nd December, in answer to a query by Air Ministry concerning
Encs., TA 4/d air attacks upon our troops, the A.0.C. not 6nly admitted such
21 Deocwy 41 attacks hed only been spasmodic but explained he was unable to
-8A d/d deliver the scale of attack anticipated against enemy airfields
22 Dec. 41 and sh:l.pp:.ng, because the northem airfields were untensble.
: . But to wha.t extent was AH .Q. policy influenced by G.HeQo,?
It is quite evident that not only was the C~in~C. in close
* touch with air operations but many plans had received his
Brooke=Popham direct approvals - From there it is but a step to examine the
Despatch opinions of G.H.Q¢ Staff who had consistently advocated the
perae. 117 policy of direct support for the Army in the form of airfield
K raids. Appreciations -stressed the need for such attacks, but
II J.50/39/16 -  even when the night raid on Singora proved abortive, the
Paper on : C-in-Cs, in a signal to Air Ministry, described it as 'a good
'Employment of attack!s And upon that very same day he issued a directive
aircraft in stating that assisteance to 11th Indian Division was to take
Malaya! d/d precedence over other R.A.F. tasks, as well as personally
9 Dece 41 instructing the A.0.C. that his first offensive task was in
o Kedahe = The A.0+C. could not meet this requirement however.
II J.50/18/7 The Singora raid on 9th December had tragically demonstrated
Ence da/d thé need for fighter cover, and with practically no fighters ~
12 Dece 41 left in the North, the dwindling force of bombers could not o
be riskeds The offensive envisaged by the C~in-C. would have
II J.50/3 to be carried out by those fighters about to be moved into
Enc. 1A 4/8 _Northern Malaya and which were destined to check momentarily
12 Decs 41 the overwhelming flood of the Japanese invasion.
II J. 5718/7 With the striking power of our air forces reduced to
‘Bnc, d/d negligible proportions the Japanese switched their major dir
14 Dec. b1 . effort from airfield attatks to raids on shipping in the port
of Penang. Commencing at 1000 hours, 11th December; the
island received its baptism of machine gunning, followed by
(1) Such views were impressed, in retrospect, upon A.V.M. N

Maltby by S.A.S.Q., Air Commodore B, J. Silly end GC. Operations, -
Group Captain A. G.. Blshop.
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pattern bombing with 250 kilo and 40 pound bombs from aircraf't
flying at 5000 feet in three waves of 26,27 and 24, No ships
were hit when bombs fell in the harbour, but .severe fires broke
out in Georgetown and there were extensive casualties amongst
the civilian population, The raid was repeated on the
morning of the following day; on every occasion there was no -
opposition from our fighters simply because they did not exist; -
and there was no A/A'defence; Penang was completely at the
mercy of the enemy raiders(1). No. 21 (F) Squadron, it will
be remembered, had fallen back to Ipoh on the morning
10th December; only four Buffaloes were then serviceable
whilst a few others in a doubtful state of repair were
scattered at Butterworth and Sungei Patani, On the daywhich
was to see both the commencement of the Penang raids and the
Battle of Jitra No. 21 (F) Squadron had no aircraft awailable
for tactical reconnaissance for IIIrd Corps, and only a
doubtful promise of three Buffaloes could be given for the :
following day. 1In consequence the A.0.C. gave arders for the
Squaedron to be brought up to strength (16 I.E.) as soon as
possible: replacement aircraft were to be drawn from the
precious reserve of Buffaloes, and the reformsd Squadron was
to remain under the control of Norgroup. Furthermore Ipoh
would be defended by eight newly arrived Bofors guns. But'
until these reinforcements were ready to leave No., 151 M.U.,
interim measures were necessary to deal with the rapidly
deteriorating situation in the North-West. A detachment of
three Buffaloes of No. 243 (F) Squedron flew to Butterworth
leaving Kallang first light 12th December, Their primary
task was that of tactical recomnaissance on the Alor Star =
Haadyai road, after which the detachment was to be under
Norgroup control., At 1200 hours the three Buffaloes flew
to Ipoh, but on that afternoon because of the insistence of the
C=in-C., in giving close support to the Army, orders were ‘
transmitted to Butterworth for these Buffaloes to be diverted
from their reconnaissance mission to low=flying attacks upon
troops north of the frontier on the Alor Star - Haadyai road.
Bad weather prevented a sortie being flown that af'ternoon,
but the next day was to produce more gratifying results.

Mearmhile, No. 453 (F) Squadron, stationed at Sembawang
for the air defence of Singapore, received orders to move
temporarily to Ipoh where the aircraft would be serviced by
the ground crews of No. 21 (F) Squadron.. This detachment
was expected to last only two days after which the Unitwas to
be relieved by Nos 1 NeE.I., Fighter Squadron from Kallang.

_ Sixteen aircraft left Singapore during the early morning of

13th December, but not all of this sorely needed force were
to reach their destination, : The first flight of three took=
off at 0643 hours for Butterworth from where it was intended
to carry out yet enother reconnaissance of the Alor Star -

‘Headyal - Jitre area at the request of 11th Division. Upon

arrival, however, a more urgent task confronted them = Penang
wes undergoing its third bombing raid(2), consequently the
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(1) The Japanese state they raided Penang on 11, 12, 13’511%0;
Total of thirteen ships were claimed as sunk and harbour
establishments destroyed. Forces deployed were ;-

(a) 11th Decs: 7th Air Brigade; seventeen, Type I
fighters and forty-one Type 97B bombers,
(b) 12th Dec.: 3rd Air Brigade; Five, Type I

fighters and twenty-one Type 99 bombers. . .
(c) 13th Dec.: . 3rd Brigade; Twenty-six, Type 99B
bombers. ' 4

(2) Admission of five aircraft lost on 13th December, after

an engagement with ten R.A.F. fighters is made by the
Japanese,
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fighters were immediately diverted to the defence of the Port.

At the cost of one Buffalo damaged (which returned to Ipoh)
one enemy aircraft was shot down and two others were claimed.

After refuelling at Butterworth the two remaining aircraft .

. continued the ground strafing programme., Of the other thirteen ("'\
aircraft of the Squadron only ten landed at Ipoh: a complete ’
flight of three aircraft was missing; this had been led by the
0 fficer Commending (de signate) Ipoh and had crashed at Teleok in
central Sumatra., . A.H.Q. were first to receive the news in.
the form of a report from the Dutch Liaison Officer to the
effect that !'three Buffaloes, Squadron unknown, had crashed',
yet it would seem that no-one connected this incident with

D.S.Ds (M.R.S.) the move of No. 453 Squadron¥(1)  The first Flight of five

2012 was successfully brought in to Ipoh at 1100 hours by the

Tnc. BA acting Squadron Commender - Flt., Lt. Vigors. This airfield

dated had been instructed to organize a warning system with the ‘

28 Jans 46 . local Observer Corps as well as adequate dispersal and ground ~

defence in view of the anticipated operations. It was the
intention, however, of 0.C. Norgroup to operate the majority

of the fighters from Butterworth, consequently the five
Buffaloes were flown to that airfield, On arrival two aircraft
remained airbormne as a standing patrol whilst the other three
landed to refuels This was in progress when a warning was
received (by an airman on the boundary waving a ha.ndkerchief')
of the approach of enemy aircraft: twenty-seven were heading : '
towards Penange The Squadron Commander took-off immediately,
followed by his No. 2, but the third aircraft was still '
refuelling, The standing patrol was also about to land for
more petrol, consequently only two Buffaloes were available

to counter the Japanese, Even so, one enemy ailrcraft was

shot down, but unfortunately the balance was evened for

Flt. Lt. Vigors was almost immediately brought down by an

Army 97. His aircraft caught fire and he was burned before
baling=out, and during the descent wounded by machine=-gun

fire from enemy aircraft, '

Whilst this action was taking place the other Flight of
- five had lended at Ipoh, but not without mishap: one aircraft
had crashed on landing. No. 243 (F) Squadron detachment, .
mearwhile, had been far from inactive: in the morning, at
the cost of only slight damage to one Buffalo the .section had
shot down two Japanese aircraft and possibly accounted for
- two others. Three separate Observation Posts had reported
the crash of another enemy aircraft, whilst a fourth was
reported as flying out to sea rapidly losing height. The
combined efforts of Nos. 453 and 243 Squadrons were doing
much towards restoring morale, but their losses were pro-
portionately high, By late afternoon the much-needed force
had already been gravely 'redu%eg. - only thirteen Buffaloes
were avajlable for operations(2), '~ |

II J.50/L ‘ "~ Back in Singapore, every effort was being made to produce
Entrice d/d Buffaloes from the reserve for No. 21 (F) Squadron. Pilots - ™
14, 15 Decs 41 from the Squadron had arrived at Seletar to ferry their new

eireraft back to Ipoh, but despite the efforts of No., 151 M.l.,

there wetre delays and it was not until 14th December that a

decision could be made for the six replacement Buffaloes to

(1) ‘It was not until 15th December, that it was confirmed the
Flight had flown into bad weather and become lost. . After
turning back towards Singapore the aircraft ran out of petrol
and force-landed, Two of the Buffaloes turned over in a
paddy field and caught fire; the occupants were killed, but
the pilot of the third aircraft was only slightly injured,

(2) No. 453 Squadron: Serviceabls - Ten, unserviceable - Two, ™
Shot down - One, Lost = Three, Nos. 243 Squadron: Service-
able = Three, . .

DS 76267/1(62) . !
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teke-of f next mornings Realizing the reinforecements were
soon to be on the way to Ipoh, orders were given for the other
units to return to Singapore: Nos 453 (F) Squadron were to
withdraw as soon as the new aircraft of Nos 21 (F) Squedron had
-~ landed and the detachment of three Buffaloes of No. 243 (F)
Squadron could return to Singapore immediately. Furthermore,
the projected move of the Dutch fighter squadron was cencelled
and the ground personnel ordered back to Singapore, The
No. 243 (F) Squadron detachment left without further ado and
duly arrived back at Kallang in the evening 14th December,
but the other Squadron was fated to remain in the North, for
the reinforcement plan was not to work as smoothly as had been

anticipated. :
D.S.D. (MRS) S/Ldr. Allshorn, 0.C. No. 21 (F) Squadron, alleges that
4 2012 parass 14, he was ordered by the Fighter Group Commander to move his
) 15, 16 six Buffaloes to Ipoh on the morning 15th December, whatever

the weather conditions. Be this as it may, the fact remains
these aircraft took=off from Sembewang at 0610 hours into what
was evidently bad weather, After some 26 miles the 0,C. and
his No. 2 became detached from the other four Buffaloes.
Of these, three rightly turned back to Sembawang because of
the poor weather, but the fourth crashed at Pontian Kechil
(in Johore), = The leading pair of fighters had elected to
press on, however, but it was not until their height was reduced
to fifteen feet above the beach that it was decided to abandon
the flight and lend at Port Swettenham. Even then their
troubles were not over: +the first pilot landed successfully
on the 1000 yard strip, but the' second was less fortunate,
After three precautionary approaches he came in for a landing
but even then the aircraft over-ran the end of the strip and
turned on to its backs S/L. Allshorn, leaving his undamaged
. Buffalo on the airfield, finished the Journey to Ipoh by road,
with his urgently needed aircraft scattered throughout Malaya
in various states of repair., !With God's Help' the harassed
Controller entered in his diary, 'and the assistance of Repair
and Maintenance No. 21 Squadron will operate at Ipoh shortlyt =~
8 remark perhaps not unjustified} But help indeed was to be
forthcoming in the person of S/L. Harper, 0.C. No. 453 (F)
Squadron, who had Just been recalled from Australia where he
had been trying, without success, to obtain replacement pilots
for his Units Gathering the three Buffaloes which had besn
forced back to Sembawang, together with three more reinforce=
ments for No. 21 (F) Squadron and six for his own Squadron this
officer safely led the twelve aircraft into Ipoh at 1655 hours
that evening to reinforce the fast-dwindling fighter resources
on the Stations Lack of adequate maintenance was combining
with ensmy action to reduce the availability of the Buffaloes,
On the 14th December, the day prior to the arrival of the new
aircraft two main sorties had been mads., The morning ground
strafing operation had started with five aircraft but two
were turned back by bad weather. The remainder successfully
e attacked a convoy and then in turn were set upon by JU. 87's
with the result that an aircraft of No., 21 (F) Squadron was
losts A similar operation was carried out at 1630 hours;
the success of this was unknown, but one aircraft was forced
to return to base with engine trouble, And as if to make a
contemptuous gesture against the meagre opposition twenty=-four
Japarese aircraft flew over Penang, but instead of raiding the
Island they gave a demonstration of aerobatics. ‘

D.S.D, ‘ The enemy ground forces were alsc advancing steadily; eat

M.R. 5) 2140 hours 0.C. Norgroup reported from Bukit Mertajam that

Enc. 8A G+0+Cs IITrd Corps had estimated only seventeen hours would
Vo Dated 25 Feb. elapse before Sungei Patani was over-run; he therefore urged

' L6 and authority for the demolition of the airfiseld as well as

Enc, 2A Kuale Ketil and Lubok Kiap, This measure was immediately

dated 31 Dec. agreed upon ~ equipment from Butterworth and Sungei Pateni

L5 wes to be moved back to Kuala Lumpur and warning of evacuation
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given to Taiping, Flt/Lt. Scott at Butterworth had slresdy
anticipated this move and throughout the day he and a small
working party, in the total absence of railway employees, took
over the rolling stock at Prai station. Trucks were shunted
and loaded by these amateur railwaymen, but so effectively that
a train of forty trucks was made up, This action resulted in
large quantities of R.,A.F. equipment being moved off towards
Singapore,  Following 0.C, Norgroup's call to A.H.Q. the
evacuation of Butterworth commenced and by 0300 hours

15th December, the first of the road convoys moved off; a

total of sixty-five vehicles left the station and these,.together
with the train, evacuated two hundred and fifty tons of material. .
In addition three flyable Buffaloes were ferried back to Ipoh

by volunteer pilots of No. 62 (B) Squadron. After ensuring
Sungei Patani and Butterworth had been cleared as effectively

as possible Norgroup moved its headquarters to the swimming

club at Ipoh, adjacent to the airfield.

- The intensive bombing of Ipoh airfield now commenced; on
the morning of 15th December the petrol dump was hit, and at
1345 hours A.H.Q, was informed the mumber of operationally
serviceable Buffaloes had been reduced to three. Even with
the twelve reinforcements which were to arrive that evening
there was obvious need to conserve strictly the fighter force,
consequently G.H.g. issued an order to the effect that the
task of the fighters was primarily recommaissance for .

IITrd Corpss it was not to be used to attack land. targets (as
the C-in~C had directed only three days earlier) and wastage
would not be made good at the expense og the fighter squadrons
allotted for the defence of Singapore(1). .

The problem to which the newly arrived Squadron Commander
had to concentrate his attention was that of stopping the
heavy losses of Buffaloes whilst on the ground. No satellite
airfield existed for the dispersal of aircraft, and on Ipoh
itself the pens could only be reached by a very narrow taxi

track which required extreme cere to negotiste with any degree

of safety; in consequence it took 20 minutes to get a Flight
airborne by which time it would have been impossible to make
an interceptions An improvement on the existing warning
system (by which reports of approaching enemy aircra’t were
received from the Observer posts through the Station Master

at Kuale Lumpur) was imperative, So a fighter control opera=
tions room was set up one mile from the airfield and arrange=
ments made for all information to be passed to the Controller
who in turn was linked with the airfield, At the same time
additional armourers did much to improve the serviceability of
the guns in the Buffaloes, But the Squadrons were not to
stand and fight at Ipoh for unbeknown to them the Japarese
advance was steadily progressing = the fighter force were to
make yet anotheér move southwards. -

The Army mearwhile had been faring no better than their

RAE, comrades, Following the retreat from the Batile of

Jitre(2) the 11th Division took up the previously reconnoitred
position of Gurun by the morning of 14th December. The

28th Brigade were on the right, whilst the left was held by

the 6th Brigade, with a weak 15th Brigade in reserve. That
same night the enemy made a deep penetration down the road and
at dawn attacked the Headquarters 6th Brigade so effectively.
that all officers except the Brigadier himself were killed.

The forward troops moved back to block the road, and subsequemtly
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(1) Por the Strength of the air forces in Malaya on
15th Dec., 41, see Appendix V.

ce 80 1n Section: e Retrea ommences’ o
(2) See also in Secti 'The Retreat C '
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the Division, with the exception of 28th Brigade, was in such
confusion that the Commander decided to withdreaw behind the
River Muda during the following night. With the troops in
an exhausted and disorganized condition there was a distinct
likelihood of the Division being overruns There was also the
increasing danger of the threat from Kroh which might well cut
their communications in the Kuala Kangsar area, thereby giving
the enemy a clear run down the West coast (so cutting off the

' 9th Division on the other coast) until he reached Johore.

II J.50/47/1
tEvacuation of
Penang'

Brooke Popham
Despatch para. 116

Enemy Publication
No. 278 Page 22

The choice lay between fighting both on the mainlend and on
Penang Island or concentrating all these forces in Kedsh.

The latter course was decided in War Council on 14th Decembey -
if this defence failed then Penang would have to be evacuated,
The IIIrd Corps Commander was accordingly authorized to use
any part of the Penang garri son(1),  Withdrawal behind the
River Muda was thereafter covered by the Independent Company
and a squadron of 3rd Indian Cavalry, Units of 28th Brigade
and 2nd East Surrey Regiment also did great work in covering
the withdrewals, and by the morning of 16th December, the
Division was on the south bank, To protect the right flank
12th Brigade was moved back to the river; one battalion of
5/2 Punjab Regiment held the bridge at Batu Pekaka, where
heavy fighting developed in the late afternoon, whilst the
Argylls remained at Baling until withdrawn to Titi Karangen.

Following upon orders from the Commander IIIrd Corps the -
evacuation of Penang took place during the night
16/17th Decembers Most of the Garrison were moved to the
mainland, and all Europeans, (numbering about five hundred
and twenty), except a few who voluntarily remained, were
evacuateds The majority of the Asiatics in the Volunteers
decided to stay to protect their families. Fixed defences
were destroyed and smeller wespons withdrewn, but there were
two unfortunate omissions: the Broadcasting Station was left
intect (and used subsequently by the Japasnese for propogenda
purposes) whilst failure to destroy smsll vesselsand berms in the
harhour allowed them to be used for future operations against
us, According to enemy accounts the Island was then taken
over by the fifty-three Japanese residents who, until then had
been interned. . They made contact with their edvancing

_countryment at Sungei Patani and advised them of the British

evacuation. The Japanese Army eventually landed at Penang
without loss on the afternoon 19th December.

By this time the 11th Division was not longer fit for
operations. The troops were tired and dispirited and time
was badly needed to reorgenize and refit after the heavy
losses of vehicles and weaponss The IIIrd Corps Commander
on 16th December, decided to withdraw the Division behind the
Krian River (about 25 miles north of Taiping). Covered by
28th Brigade the troops moved back from the Muda River end
Bukit Mertajam into the Taiping area, The 12th Brigade Group

fought a rear guard action back from Batu Pekaks Bridge and

- by 18th December, all troops were across the River Krian,

(1) Penang Garrison.
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Fortress H.Q, and Signals. . i

11th Coast Regiment, Royal Artillery (2x6" batteries)
36th Fortress Company, Royal Engineers (seaxrch lights)
1st Company 5/14 Punjeb Regiment,

18t Malayan Independent Company.

Detachment of 3rd Indien Cavalry.

- 3rd Battalion Straits Settlemsnts Volunteers.
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58 :
The Last Stand in Northern Malaya

Compared with the rapid march of events on the western
gide of the peninsula, the situation at XKuantan remained
fairly quiet and persisted in such menner for the week follow-
ing the 0.C.'s re-assuring report on 10th Decembers There
were indeed almost daily attacks by low flying aircraft but
the damage was only superficisl being confined to the run=-
ways and the unservicea?lj aircraft which had been abandoned

1)s  The main objective of the
Kuantan personnel during this period of grace was tg prepare
the thirty spare torpedoes for return to Singapore and *o
move heavy equipment back to Kuala Lumpur.. The limited
staff were fully occupied in this work, together with the
repair of gircraft and the maintenanece of the landing
facilities 23..' As trollies became available to load the
torpedoes, Vildebeestes from Seletar, timing their arrival at
Kuantan for a dusk departure on the return Journey, evacuated
a substantial proportion of these valuable weapons; and as

"well as this means of transportation, fifteer torpedoes were .

sent to Kuala Lumpur by road and rail. The efforts of the
ground crews to repair some of the damaged eaircraft produced
excellent results: a Vildebeeste and a Hudson were evacuated,
and with the assistance of the M.V.A.F., which flew in firstly
a special tool kit and then a ferry pilot, a Blenheim I was
sent back to No. 151 M.U, Seletar to be made operationally
serviceable again., Final evacuation wes not far distant
however, and preparations for demolition were well in hand
when the decision to evacuate Kuantan was taken by A.0.C.
(efter a conference with the C-in-C. and G.0.C.) during the
evening ‘of 17th December, 1941, - At-the same time it had been
decided to withdraw all persomel (meinly No. 62 (B) Squedron)
and equipment from Taiping and to demolish the airfield.

The final evacuation of equipment from Kuantan had been
carried out in an unhurried and systematic fashion - circum-
stances which owed much to the absence of any direct threat
by the enemy. But on the West Coast where ‘the Japanese were

-advancing with an ever quickening pace the evacuations were

now being succeeded by demolitions often bearing the stamp of

‘hasty and disérganized preparation. . It will be recalled how
‘on 14th December, 0.C. Norgroup was-authorized to destroy

Sungei Patani, Kuala Ketil and Lubok Kidp which had been

prepared as far back as 10th December, yet on 16th December,
- ITIrd Corps, when asked for confirmation of the demolition of

these airfields, could only state that Sungei Patani was half
destroyed - there was no news of the other stations., Fore=-

- warned no doubt by this apparent disorganisation A.H.Q. issued

timely instructions for the preparation for destruction of

the civil airfields in the North which included Sitiawan,

Port Swettenham, Kerling, Ipoh, Kuald Lumpur, Taiping and
Late the same night Norgroup confirmed the
information about the airfields! serviceability = only .

Alor Star and Sungei Patani had been denied to the Japanese(3)e
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- both Macharg and Butterworth had been tblown',

(1) These attacks were prdbab]_.y mounted from Kota Bahru for
the Japenese record one such raid on 14th Dec. when
6Lth Regiment, Type 1 fighters, made an attack.

(2) On 14th December, 1941, 0.C. Kuantan reported a strength

of himself and three officers, twenty-one armourers and nine
fitters. ) '

(3) On 19th December; it was confirmed by IIIrd Corps. that
Because of
"floodirg and bombing" the Japanese had difficulty at first
in using Sungei Patani, but by 15th Decs it was operational.

)
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There was no further news the next day, but definite orders
were given for Kuantan and Taiping to be !blown' and the
petrol run to waste. By the early hours of 18th December,
Kuantan was able to report the successful demolition of the
airfield, and although the Officer Commending wished to remain
for another 48 hours to arrasnge the transportetion of some
petrol, he was ordered away by'A.H.Q. and advised to use
HeM.S. Hungjao (due at Kuantan) to evacuate personmel and
equipment: by O425 hrs. 20th December, A.H.Q. was advised of
the final evacuation of personnel and the complete demolition
of the airfield with all petrol run to wagte. Taiping
airfield was destroyed on 18th December(1 § : all the 90 octane
was uplifted and of the 100 octane fuel only twenty barrels
were left behind. Unfortunately the same measure of success
was not experienced at either Sungei Patani or Butterworth.
Following upon a report made to A.H.Q. that fuel stocks at
both airfields were still intact Norgroup was required on
19th December, to report on the results of the demolitions at
these stations as well as Alor Star. Two days later it was
revealed at least one large petrol dump was still intact at
Sungei Patani =~ 'lack of time and the h?sgility of the enemy'
were the reasons given for its survivall2), Alor Star and
Butterworth had been able to demolish their petrol, however;(3)
likewise the Asiatic Petroleum Company's staff at the

Bagen Luar depot (near Butterworth) had run off the main
installations, although the civilians at neighbouring

Bagan Dalam had been forced to leave some 56,000 gallons of
90 octane and 160,000 gallons of M.T. petrol.

The inevitable evacuation of 'Norgroup' H.Q. and Ipoh
eirfield commenced early on the 18th December. A.H.Q. had
been advised of this contingency during the previous evening
and had confirmed the need to run to waste the surplus petrol,
That morning 0.C. Norgroup reported an operational state of

. only three Buffaloes(k)s 1In a last minute effort to retrieve

the situation a Rapide of the M.V.A.F., had flown in with
armament spares, but, arriving during a raid it was
unfortunately mistaken for an enemy aircraft and attacked by
Buffalces. There was no serious damage but shortly afterwards
a second raid took place and bombs falling nearby not only
destroyed the Rapide(5) but killed the pilot ‘and mortally
wounded his passenger. Fully realising the importance of
evacuating equipment 0.C. Norgroup was meking arrangements for
transportation by rail to Sungei Besi (Kuela TLumpur s and upon
his instigation A.H.Q. transferred the control of that airfield
from No. 153 M.U., to '"Norgroup's. Although an Operations Room

(1) Teiping was oocupied by 25th Army on 22nd Dec.

(2) This stock presumably fell into Japanese hands for their
occupation of the airfield was reported by the P.R. Buffalo

on 19th Dec., 41, and on the next day a photographic recommais=-
sance showed a total of fifty~one enemy aircraft on the aire
field; these included four Bombers and forty-three or forty-
four Fighters,

(3) This is contradicted by the Japanese account of the

-capture of Alor Star, which states: ‘the enemy (R.A.F.) fled

without burning their gasoline supply, and our air unit made
use of the airfield and the thousands of drums of high octane

spirit .., to bomb the fleeing enemy and attack their positions’s
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(%) By 1810 hours the same evening the serviceable aircraft
had been reduced to two. Of the remaining nineteen, eleven
were damaged, one written off and seven awaiting spares,

(5) The ‘Rapide' was the civil counterpart of the R.A.F.

Dominie (D.He 89a)
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and the necessary communications were being organized, the
former civil airfield was not altogether suitable for fighter
operations « the single 1315-yard rumway was of grass and
there were no dispersal pens., At 1730 hrs. 18th December,
ground personnel of No. 453 (F) Squadron were ordered to
prepare to move back to Kuala Lumpur the next afternoon and to
await the arrival of the Squadron aircraft. At the same time
it was the intention to withdraw No. 21 (F) Squadron from

Ipoh back to Sembawang; all unserviceable aircraft capable of '

flying were also to return to the Island. Ipoh was again
raided ‘during the morning of 19th December, but this time

there were fewer casualties for the squadrons were on the move:
No. 453 flew to Kuala Lumpur with its five remaining Buffaloes
whilst twelve unserviceable aircraft, amongst which was included
the totel strength of No. 21 (F) Squadron returned to Singapore.

The last stand on the mainland by the air forces had now

begun(“ )o . _

Instructions were then given for No. 453 (F) Squadron to
be made up to establishment (16.I,E.) from Buffaloes held at
Sembewang and earmarked for No. 21 (F) Squadron, with the
balance supplied from the fast-diminishing reserve at
No. 151 M.U, These arrangements were expected to be imple~
mented during 20th December: Six Buffaloes were to leave for
Kuala Lumpur that morning whilst a further two at Sembawang
plus three from Seletar would be ready to move in the after-
noon, thus raising the Squadron strength from five to sixteen.
Their role thereafter was defined as; tactical reconnaissence
for IIIrd Corps and the defence of the Kuala Lumpur area.
'Norgroup' , now with only one Unit to control, was disbanded
and the personnel, with the exception of a liaison offiecer
attached to IIIrd Corps, sent back to Singapore. Control of
the fighter operations was vested in the Station Commander,
Kuala Lumpur(2) where there was also retained under the orders
of No. 153 M.U. a mobile salvage section of No. 81 R. and S.U.
which was to move down to Kahang from Ipoh.

To afford some measure of relief to the hard pressed
fighters, plans were made to bomb enemy-occupied Sungei Patani
at first light 21st December. Only a pathetically small
force of three Blenheim IV's from No. 34 (B) Squadron could be
sparede Crews were briefed over night at Tengah and in the
darkness set off individually and unescorted on the long haul
to the North., Bad weather and not the enemy forced them
back to base after getting as far as Kuala Lumpur(3).. o

(1) Using Nakong (Siam) as a base and operating aircraft of
59th, 90th and 27th Regiments (Types 1 s 97, 99) the 3rd Air

Brigade made six attacks on Ipoh between 15th and 20th Dec.,

Claims were made of fourteen R.A.F. aircraft destroyed on

'28th Dec. 5th Division occupied the airfield.

(2) Wing Commender H.S. Darley who had been a staff officer

. in No. 22l Group, ‘Singapore.

(3) A similar attempt was to be in the serly hours of
23rd December. = The aircraft reached the target but no results
were recorded., . It is likely that the attack was of little

" real value because A.H.Q. decided to postpone further raids
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The final air opgrations started at Kuala Lumpur on the
morning 21st Decembterdl) No. 453 (F) Squadron, by this time,
was up to a strength of sixteen Buffaloes and ready for
another defiant gesture against the overwhelming Japanese
air forces. The enemy were soon to be engaged for at
1155 hours a raid by a mixed force of approximately twenty~
five Zeros and Ju. 87's took place, The dive bombers came
down to 250 feet to release their bombs but little damage
was dones Five Buffaloes took-off and these combined with
the heavy A.A. fire quickly broke up the formation, One
bomber was destroyed and two damaged with one more probably
brought down by the A.,A. gunse The cost was one Buffalo
whose pilot was saved. Undoubtedly the Squadron pilots =
now numbering thirteen - were heartened by this comparative
success, but A.HeQ. realising the end was not far d%ste,nt
signalled to the remaining five mainland stations(2) a
warning to make adequate arrangements in advance for !the
demolition or denial not only of airfield surfaces but all
facilities at Stations »..' And by this time Sitiawan was
already *blown' and suitable preperations made for Kerling
and Port Swettenham, ’ ®

The Jopanese came again to Kuala Lumpur in strength the
next day and there was no need for No. 453 (F) Squadron to
observe the injunction by A.H.Q. that their aircraft were not
to be used for strafing enemy airfields = every Buffalo was
needed on the defensive against the attacking fighters bent
upon the final destruction of the Kuala Iumpur defenders.

Ten Buffaloes went up to meet the Japanese and perhaps it
was the sight of such an unusually large force that deterred
a formation of bombers, approaching from the North, from
reaching its target. Certainly it was the first occasion on
which a reasonably strong force of Buffaloes had been able to
meet the enemy in the air., A series of individual combats
then took place the issue of which was so confused that even
our own casualty figures were conflicting, and it was all the
more difficult to assess enemy losses, However, it is quite
clear that five Buffaloes were destroyed, either through being
shot down or crash landing after combat = one of the latter
casualties struggled all the way back to Sembawang before
crashing. Of the pilots, two were killed and four injured.
This raid was quickly followed by a surprise low level attack
8t 1215 hours: one Buffalo just taking-off, spun in after
being engaged by one of the four Zeros =~ the pilot was badly
injured and subsequently died. The total number of enemy
aircraft brought down was never truly ascertained, but three
were claimed as destroyed besides seven ‘probablest, Even
so, to the Japanese this was but a small proportion of their
available force; but on the other hand the losses of

No. 453 (F) Squadron meant a terrible reduction. Of the
fifteen aircraft which had started that fateful day only four
were operationally serviceable by evening, Six were lost or
written-off and five badly shot up on the air combats; the
urgent need was for at least four immediate replacements,

The crews had courageously fought their aircraft against a
vastly superior enemy but all the time they must have realised
they were waging a losing battle against better equipped and-
equally determined opponentse The time had come when these
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(1) At this stage (21st Dec.) without consulting the R.A.F.
the Dutch ordered four Curtis Hewks at Pakan Bahro (Sumatra)
to carry out an offensive reconnaissance of HAADYAT JUNCTION.
It was an jill-starred operation for only one fighter returned
to base;  two crashed near MEDAN following a night take=off,
and one was shot down by A.A. fire near IPCH,

(2) Kluang, Kshang, Batu Pshat, Port Swettenham end Kusla Lumpur,
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heavy losses could be replaced only by seriously weakening the

defences of Singapore itself - A.H.Q. therefore had no alter-

native but to give instructions, on 22nd December, for a with=-

drewal from the North. Ipoh was to be abandoned and demolished =

was to evacuate Kuala Iumpur at 0800 hours 23rd December.

This airfield, together with Port Swettenham thereafter would
be used only as an advenced landing ground by aircraft carrying’
out forward recommaissance for IIIrd Corps. That sanfe after=—
noon the remnants of the Squadron -« seven aircraft in various
states of repair =~ were back at Sembawang., - And as if to
consolidate their recent successes the Japanese struck again
end agein at the town and airfield of Ipoh(1), Yet despite
their attentions the airfield was well demolished; IIIrd Corps
managed to get some three hundred drums of petrol away and
those which could not be moved in time were machine-gunned and
so run to waste, - The fighter force had not been driven from
Northern Melaya = rather, they had been wiped out as they
fought reeling from one improvised station to another until
finally, above the capital of the Federated States the Squadron
was so reduced and broken that it could fight no longers

0

At this stage it might be advantageous to pause in order
to examine some of the reasons for the overwhelming superiority
of the Japanese air forcess Inadequate maintenance and the .
lack of warning systems, which put the fighters at a dis-
advantage even before they had taken off, have already been
mentioned, The inferiority of the Buffalo likewise stands
revealeds But one other factor must be given prominence,
which is the question of intelligence concerning the Zero
fighter. This mey well be epitomized in the words of
Flight Lieutensnt Vigors 0.C. No. 453 (F) Squadron. The
seasoned experience of this officer was further strengthened
by his somewhat bitter reflections whilst lying in hospital
after his initial and disastrous encounter with a Japanese
fighter(2). 'T am of the opinion,' he later reported, !that
many aircraft and lives were lost during the first few weeks
of the war owing 4o the complete absence of any sound
intelligence reports on the performance of Japanese fighters
and the ability of their pilots...'. Our aircrews were

. indeed unaware both of the calibre of the enemy pilots and

the performance data of the best of the enemy fighters = the
Zero. And the reasons for this lack of information can be
traced to the inadequacies of the Intelligence organisation.

In May, 1941, a Zero fighter was shot down at Chengtu
in China, Details of its armament, tankage; and oxygen
equipment (but no performence figures) were sent in Chinese
script to the Par East Combinéd Bureau at Singapore. When
translated the results were passed on to Air Ministry on
26th July, 1941, as well as to AH.Q.; a provisional silhoustte
was there-upon made up and issued. Later the Air Attache, ,
Chunking supplied to F.E.C.B. the estimated performance figures’
obtained by calculations mede after an examination of this
same Zero (it subsequently trenspired these figures were
reasonably accurate)s F.E.C.B¢, on 29th September, 1941,
transmitted this data to the same two authorities ) and
elthough there can be no doubt that A.H.Q. had been given the

)
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(1) Ipoh was the richest tin mining town in the world.
'A Momentary Halt is Called!.

(3) Not only are these letters recorded in Air Ministry but

officers once on the staff of F.E.C.B. can recollect the

existence of their Recognition Handbook as well as the fact ~~
that considersble and accurate data had been compiled and
given to AJHeQ. '

(2) See also in Section:
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data it seems almost certain thet it was not disseminated to
those who needed it most - the fighter and bomber crews.
Evidence from authoritative officers engaged in the conduct
of operations points to the fact that the only details made
available were a silhouette and dimensions - data concerning
performance and armament were not known to them. 'Pilots of
No. 453 (F) Squadron' another Squadron Commsnder goes so far
as to say, 'were astonished to meet monoplane fighters'}

As already shown, the nucleus intelligence organisation set

up at A.H.?i)shqrtly before the out-break of hostilities was

inadequatell).,  Therefore it is not unlikely the more compre=-
hensive details supplied by F.E.C.B. were not even discovered
by this very small staff at A.Hege by the time war broke out,
And prior to this the sparse information on the Zero was not
brought to the notice of the aircrews simply because there
was no intelligence officer serving with the Squadronse

Before concluding this episode of the final withdrawel
of the air forces from the North it would be as well {0 examine
briefly the position of the land forces, On 17th December,
the G+¢0.C., had authorised IIIrd Corps to withdraw, if
absolutely necessary from the Krian River to the line of the
Perak River. At this time the strength of the land forces
on the West Coast was barely one Division (including
12th Brigade), The enemy probably had one Division on the
main coast road and another on the Grik Road, with equal
forces in reserve, Also a division had landed in the
Kelantan areas The morale of 11th Division was 'not as high
as one would have wished! for they were exhausted by comtinuous
fighting and by day and night movement, whilst the Indian
troops were dismayed to find the British without armour on
the ground and outclassed in the air. By now the enemy's
strategy was clear ~ the advance down the West Coast was to
continue with a view to attacking Singapore from the North.
Forces on the East Coast would move simultaneously; or
seaborne attacks might be delivered against the Kuantan and/or
the Eest Johore areas,

In order to discuss this rapidly developing situation
with the IITrd Corps Commsnder the G,0.C. visited Ipoh and
some of the forward areas on 18th December. The policy of
withdrewal behind the River Perak was confirmed: positions
were to be prepared bétween Ipoh and Tanjong Malim, whilst
the 9th Division would continue to hold Kuantan and secure
the 11th Division's communications against attack from the
East. Owing to the reduced strengths of the 6th and
15th Brigades they were to be emalgamated at Ipoh, and
certain Units, notably the East Surreys and the Leicesters

~were to be merged., 12th Brigade (once the Command Reserve)

II J.50/19/6
Entry 122/7
dated

23 Dece 41

was to be incorporated into 11th Division the command of
which was taken over by Brigadier Paris from

Major General Murray Lyons The G¢0.C. also produced, as

the result of his visit, an appreciation on Japanese

tactics and the methods to be used in dealing with them,

He likened the enemy to highly trained gangsters well
equipped with tommy guns and mortars, supported by occasionsl
light tanks and a minimum of artillery. The enemy, according
to the General, 'were full of low cunning! in the use of
artificial noises such as mortars with loud explosions,
Chinese crackers and bullets making violent noises on impact,
Their tactics were to locate our positions by means of a
screen of men often dressed as civilians; the main force
would then deploy in rear and pass around the flanks of our
positions, They could move rapidly through the Jjungle and
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(1) See also in Section: 'The Problems and Work of
GoHch Far Ea,st' 'R
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in crossing rivers sometimes used rubber belts. Living on

the country was fully accepted consequently there was less

dependence upon lines of communication then in the case of

the defenders. The G.0.C. then went on to outline the methods

to be used in countering such unorthodox tactics. Rigid a
. discipline and no premature withdrawals were the primary )

essentials, with quick and resolute counter-attacks as the

best meens of defence. Too much digging~in was deplored
. because the war was essentially one of movement and attack,

The efficiency, alertness and cunning of the jndividual soldier

were the keynotes of success. :

Percivial Despafch The actual fighting, _meantiine', was now at its fiercest
paras: 192, 193 on the Grik Road where our forces consisted of only one
208, 210, 211 company ('C') Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and a detach=

: ment of Armoured Cars(1), These two fighting vehicles were
D.5.D. (MeR.S.) under the’command of Squedron Leader Boxall, No. 62 (B)
2014 Squadron (which by this time had no aircraft) with orders to
Enc. 3a 4/d patrol the 60 miles of road between Kuala Kangsar and Grik.
20 Decs 45 They joined the Argylls, and on 17th December, faced by the
' main body of the Patani Force bent upon the encircling drive
to cut off the 11th Division at Kuala Kangsar; the small
force fell back to the Sumpitan area, To counter this serious
threat 12th Brigade, which was to have moved into reserve at
Taiping, was sent through to Kuala Kengsar, whilst No. 1
Melayan Independent Company was sent to reinforce the Grik
Roads On 19th December, the force was again obliged to with~
draw, this time to Lenggong., Next day the Argylls had to
counter-attack the enemy who had rafted down the river and
reached Kota Tampan in their rear. The Highlanders held this
aree all next day until forced to withdraw covered by 5/2
Punjab Regimente By moving through the Chenderoh Lake the
‘ Japanese could now by-pass Kuala Kengsar and so threaten the
II J.53/8 . rail and trunk troad bridges over the River Perak; they were
ppe 54, 55 only 12 miles from the junction of the Grik Road with the
main road and the 28th Brigade were in denger of being cut
off. This position was sSo grave on 21st December, that the
Divisional Commander decided upon immediate withdrawal across
the river: the 28th Brigade moved over that evening to cover
the withdrewal of 12th Brigade twenty-four hours later, and
by the morning of 23rd December, all troops were in positions
east of the River Peraks A gap was subsequently blown in

the s&a.nder Bridge, and the pontoon bridge swung over and
sunk 2 . . : .

)

The realisation by the commanders in the field of the
Brooke Pophonm enemy' s unusual but highly successful methods of campaigning
Despatch was matched at last by similar considerations on a higher
para. 119 plane.  The Inter-Allied Conference at Singapore on
o 18th December, had already stressed the importence of the Base
in the conduct of the Far Rast war., The broad plan even
then was to hold the enemy as far north as possible and
especially to deny him the airfields from which could be =
‘ threatened the arrival of urgently needed reinforcements, '
II J.50/19/6 Also, China was to be asked to contain as meny enemy divisions
Encs. 180 as possibles These terms were defined in much sharper detail
a/a 21 Dec. 41 a few days later in the C.=in-C's cable to the War Office.
" The primary and vital object, he declared, was to ensure the
and security of the Naval Base. H.M: Govermnment, through the
C.0.8. 63 Chiefs of Staff, were in immediate agreement with this policy,
a/d_22 Dec. 4t o

(1) See also in Section: !The Retreat Commences'.

(2) The Jepanese reckoned the destruction of this bridge would

delay the Campaign by one month, A tank Unit together with o
aircraft and ground crews of 3rd, 7th,and 12th Air Brigades -
were sent shead of the 25th Army to cepture it intact, but '

they arrived too late. Eventually their forces crossed the
River in boats by 27th Dece :
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emphasizing that no other consideration must compete. And

at the same time, whilst advocating the rigid epplication of

a !'scorched earth! programme they endorsed the C.-in-C!'s
conception of prolonged opposition to the enemy on the maine
land in order to cover the arrival of reinforcements. Ths
G.HeQ. plen was to delay the Southward movement and only yield

.ground when the fighting formation of 11th Division was in

danger of being destroyeds IIIrd Corps was to be concentrated
in the Kuala Lumpur area to form a reserve to hold off as %o:xg
as possible an enemy free to reinforce on the land front(1).
Although the Command Reserve (12th Brigzde) had been used to
strengthen the 11th Division, the Fortress Troops and
Australian Forces were being held against the chance of a
heavy seaborne attack on J ohore and Singapore, now made possible
by Japan's command of, the sea.

, Such were the dispositions of the High Command but perhaps
an even more ominous note was sounded by the Chiefs of Staff
when they advised the C.-in=C. not only to consider prcoossls
for evacuation of all non-essential civilians, but to consult
the Dutch on the question of land and air reinforcements for
Java and Sumatra 'in present conditions and in the event of a
Japanese occupation of Singapore'!} '

Summary

By 11th Deceumber, the R.A.F. was reduced to a recormaisssnce
r6le. Hudsons of Nos. 1 and 8 Squadrons patrolled the East
coast, and considerable alarm was occasioned by four :
United States destroyers which were mistaken for an invasion
force, Such a fleet was indeed on the move on 13th December,
and, fearing it was directed against the Mersing area a
moximum air striking force of sixty-two aircraft stood-by,

With this threat.in view reconnaissance efforts were directed

- on the eastern approaches to Malaya but without result for the

enemy fleet was moving much further to seaward, bent upon the
invasion of Bormeo.

Quite apart from these searches P.R.U. aircraft made daily
flights over the northern areas, thereby reveeling the over—
whelming enemy air strength compared with which our own forces
were extremely weak. Efforts were made to use every available
aircraft: PFive Albacores were allotted to No. 36 Squadron and

“proposals made to.retain the Blenheims of No. 60 Squadron efter

the personnel had returned to Burma. - Even the discarded
Wirreways were not overlooked, for it was planmned to convert
them to a dive~bomber unit.

The only offensive operations pdssible were night raids.
Noe 34 Squadron carried out the one and only ettack on the night.

. of 11th December, when six Blenheims left for Singorae. Only

three reached the target however, thus emphasizing ths wenkness
of a policy which had arisen despite the conflicting opinions
of G.HeQ: and A.HeQ. After this unhappy event the A.0.C.
could no longer risk his diminished bomber force in support of

" the northern Army, consequently plans were made to move No, 453

Squadron to the forward area, This unit arrived at Buttorworth
Just in time to oppose the Japanese in their air attacks on ]
Penange These raids had started on 11th December, when the

“local Squadron = No. 21 = had been reduced to a minimum.

Orders were given for this unit to be brought up to strength,
and in the interim No. 453 Squadron would provide the air
co~operation for 11th Division. En route to the Norih cne
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(1) Intelligence rovealed on 20th December, the presence of
five hundred enemy aircraft concentrated on Phukok Islend,

whilst a total of five thousand troops were moving from Tanking
to Singora by sea. o , :
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flight was lost, whilst on arrival the remaining thirteen had

varying success against the Penang raiderss A detachment of

No. 243 Squadron was also operating. from Butterworth in an

offensive rOle having been diverted from tactical reconnais= (Q\

sance. The combined efforts of these two units did much to '
, restore morale but at the expense of heavy losses which could

ill be affordeds As the numbers diminished so the reinforce=

ment plan for No. 21 Squadron proceeded apace at Seletar, but

the efforts of the Maintenence Unit were frustrated by bad

weather which not only delayed the ferrying but caused two of

the six Buffaloes to crash. Eventually twelve reinforcing

aircraft were flown into Ipoh on the evening 15th December,

But despite these extra Buffaloes the Japanese maintained air

superiority together with such a steady advance on the ground

that action was taken to demolish Sungei Patani, Kuala Ketil

and Lubok Kiaps The evacuation of Butterworth then followed .

on 15th December, from which lerge quantities of equipment had -~

been moved; !'Norgroup' was transferred to Ipoh. This was in ~

effect the signal for intensive bombing to commence and so

precarious was the state of the Buffaloes that they were

restricted to reconnaissance duties; strenuous efforts were

made to improvise operational facilities. :

The Army was in no better plight. The Gurun position
proved to be untensble by 28th and 6th Brigades, consequently
11th Division had to fall back behind the River Muda. With
8 distinct threat from Kroh and every likelihood of the
Division being over-run, IIIrd Corps Commander withdrew the
Penang garrison to augment the forces on the mainland.
Penang Island itself was evacuated on 16/17th December; most
of -the Asiatics remained behind, Yet another withdrawal was
_taking place on the mainlend - the River Muda position could
not be held and so by 18th December, a tired and dlsplr:.ted .
Division crossed the River Krian.

All this time the Bast Coast had been comparatively quiet
and at Kuantan not only had Vildebeestes flown in to collect
~the spare torpedoes but damaged aircraft had been repaired. .
It was not until 17th December, that A.H.@. decided to evacuate
this station, as well as Taiping on the other coast where
demolitions were far from satisfactory in many cases, Neither
was all the petrol destroyed: much of it was run to waste at
Alor Star, Butterworth and Taiping but many thousands of gallons
remained elsewhere to fall into Japanese hands.

!Norgroup! evacuated from Ipoh on 18th December, when only
three Buffaloes were serviceable; and the next day the P.R.U. .
reported Sungei Patani in use by enemy aircraft: No. 453
. Squadron also moved on 19th December, this time to the rather
inadequate airfield at Kuala Lumpur. Only five aircraft were
serviceable = the remaining twelve (including the survivors
of No. 21 Squadron) flew back to S:Lngapore. A f“\

~ Plans were then made to bring No. 1+53 Squadron up to
establishment for the purpose of tactical reconnaissance and
the defence of Kuala Lumpur. *Norgroup®, its control now
diminished, was disbanded, An abortive attempt was made at
this time to bomb the enemy-held Sungei Patani. Final air
operations in the north started on 21st December, when
No. 453 Squadron, now at full strength, successfully engaged
a Japanese raid. Next day the enemy came in even greater
strength to be met by all available Buffaloes, Five of our
"~ aircraft were destroyed and one more hrought down in a further
low~level attacks, The Japanese could afford their losses,
but not so No. 453 Squadron, wh::.ch, by evening was reduced ﬂ
. to four aircraft. A.H.Q., could no longer make good these :
o Buffaloes without Jeopardizing the Singapore defences, con-
' sequently on.23rd December the Squadron was withdrawn back to
Sembawa.ng. .
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On land, the ITIrd Corps now reduced to the strength of
one Division, were still retreating. Morale was by no means
high when the G,0.C. visited the forward area on 18th December.
Orders were given for the depleted 6th and 15th Brigades to be
amalgamated, whilst certain regiments were also to be merged.
12th Brigade was incorporated into 11th Division and the
Commander relieveds The G.0.C., as a result of his visit,
produced a lengthy appreciation on enemy tactics. Unlike
the coastal route, the Grik Road was the scene of fierce
resistance by the Argylls aided by two R.A.F. - semedmanned .
armoured cars. But they were forced back first to Sumpiten
and then to Lenggong., By this time the Japaness were in a
position to by=-pass Kuala Kangsar thereby creating such a
grave situation on 21st December, that the new Divisional
Commander decided to withdraw across the Perak River.

The whole strategy of the Campaign then underwent
revisions Security of the Naval Base was defined as the
primary object; opposition on the mainland was to be pro=
longed in order to cover the arrival of oversea reinforcements
and ground was only to be yielded when 11th Division was
threatened with actual destructions Fortress Troops and
Australian Forces were held in reserve against Seaborne attack
in Southern Malaya, and for the first time the possibility of
retreat from Singapore itself was considered.

!






‘ )

_ Brooke~-
Problem Despatch

paras 130, 131.

69

ITJ50/%
Entries at 10,
11’ Dec, k.

I1353/h
'1\'.100205
Squadron Diary!
PP.10’11 [ ]
DeSeDe (MeReSs)
‘2024 Encl. 5A
I1J50/%
entries 4/d

25, 26 Dec,. L6,

BOFXNEO IS OVER-RUN

It will now be necessary to turn aside from the Malayan
story in order to examine the march of events in Borneo.
Ever. if this was but a minor part of the Campaign a great
rumber of aircraft were indirectly concerned in the opening
stages, and as the only measure of defence availeble a handful
of L.A.F. and Dutch aircraft went into action in a determined
but ineffcctual attempt to hold back the weight of the enemy
cxpcdition, '

As the first stage in their invasion of the Netherlands
East Indics the Jopanese had chosen the British protected
state of Sarawak. The problem was not a difficult one for
morsle in Kuching, according to the C-in-C.Far East, was in a
bad state, partly due to the sbsence of its ruler,

Rajah Brooke, Defence forces consisted only of 2/15th
Punjabis for the Sarawak Rangers were to prove. unreliable.

*With such meagre resources it had been decided not to defend

the oilfields in the North consequently the greater part of
the oil output was destroyed prior to the outbreak of hostili-
ties (1),

Final details of the oil denial scheme were completed by
11 December by which time the landing ground et Miri had also
been demolished., The troops at Lutong were evacuated in
H.M.S. Lipis to Kuching where the company of 2/15 Punjebis
rejoined its Battolion; en route the ship had been ttacked
by an enemy oircraft but survived to dock safely 2),

, It has clready been cxplained how the reconnaissance
cffort from Singaporc concentrated the search for the invasion
flcct upon the vital opproaches to the,Bast coast of Mala}aé)
Iaircls by Catulinas of Nols205 (F.B.) Squadron were continued
for several days after the actual landings in Borneo in order
to guard ageinst ony similar expedition. And the Japanese
were not inactive in this-area for indeed on 18th December

onc of a pair of Catalinas was attacked, without serious
rcsults, by a Japanese aircraft. On 25th December the same
crcw again encountered o twin-engine enemy reconnaissance
aircraft which attacked with cannon and machine-gun beyond

the range of the Catalina, Hits.on the port wing and turret
started fires which, after an action lasting 20 minutes,
forced the flying-boat dovm on to the water where she exploded
in a position some 200 miles east of Kuantan. Destroyer
H.M.S. Thonet together with another Catelina were sent out %o
locate the survivors, and a Dutch submarine operating in the
area was -also required to assist. The flying-boat found the
crew and dropped a further dinghy and supplies, but it fell to
the submarine K. 12 to make the actual rescue on 26th December. .
A1l the crew were suffering from burns or wounds as the result
of this action, which gained the awards of two immediate’
D.F.Cs.
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(1) ‘Sce also in section: 'Factors Affecting the Defence of
British Borneo', :

(2) The Lipis was to sail from Kuching on 17th Dec. carrying
details of Stroits Settlements Police, Royal Artillery end
Loyals, Next morning she was given fighter cover from
Sinkawong II airfield; +then escort was taken up by a
Vildebeeste during the approach to Singapore where she
arrived safely on 20th December,

(3) See in section: ‘A momentary Halt is called's
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TIJ50/L To return now to the actual invasion of Borneo: the

catrios 3/  first positive indication of the presence of a fleet-was a D/F

11, 1k, 15, 16, booring on the cvening 15th December and in consequence

17 Dece 41, Sinkowang I oirficld - now under the control of AE.Q. - was -
rcquired td‘ic%rjj' out a coastal reconnaissance at first light . .
next morning (1),  These plots were confirmed vhen, on the LY

cPtcrnoon 16th December, a fleet of ten warships and a tonker ~

waos sighted by coastal watchers off Miri and Iutong, together

with threc warships neor Belait,  Thereupon A.H.Q. ordered the

potrol stocks at Labuan, Sondakan and Kudat to be destroyed ,

Ly the asiatic Petrolcum Compony.  News wos received at 2105 hrsi’

of Japanese landings at Miri and Lutong, ‘and there was an - - '
cxpegtation of the carly occupation of Labuan. By this time

o Neae?, officer had arrived at Sinkawang J('g to exercise

opcrational control of the Dutch aircraft; ) %hree Glen

vorting were sent of? by this Station at 0710 hrs.

17th Decerber to search for warships in the Miri area whilst

six bonbers and five Buffaloes stood by - and later were air-g . /™
borne - as a striking force., Attacks were caxrried out but o
wAith inconclusive results ané A.E.Q. Singapore directed that '
cuch efforts should continue the next day, target priority

being aircraft carriers, tankers and then transports. ‘

Air attacks on 18th December were from two bases.,. A

Ibid Entries Toriicr flying from Samarinda (East Borneo) claimed a hit on .
a/a 18, 19, an cnemy destroyer, whilst from Sinkewang II eight Glen —

20, 22, 23, Martins took-off for Miri but due to bad weather did not locate ~
Dec. 414 their target. Urged by A.HeGe to continue the air offensive . . -

at the northcrn beachheads eight Dutch bombers operated from
Sinkawang II the following-day and cleimed a direct hit on a

Interview cruiscr as well as near misses; two enemy aircraft were des—
with troyed for the loss of one Glen Mertin. By this time the

W.C. Duncan Japanese had begun to move gsouthwards and at 1155 hrs, came !
42 March 48, news of the first raid on Kuching by fifteen bombers and ong

seaplane: apart from casualties a large petrol store was left
burning. Pontianak (Dutch territory) was simultaneously raided
by sixteen aircraft which caused extensive demage. The -
presence -in these waters of an enemy aircraft cerrier was
suspected consequently Sinkowang II was required to locate
and -destroy this vessel = three Glen Martins and five Buffaloes
flew on this operation but without results, Bad weather on -
20th December prevented further reconnaissance but the coastal
searches were continued whenever possible, mainly on the
initiative of Sinkowang II from vhich eirfield a twice~dedly ,
coastal reconnaissance was flovn embrocing the Tambelan Islands
and the coastline of West Bornmeo. Such ‘efforts were not ‘
- without rcsult for during thce morning of 23rd December these™
T1J 53/k came Tutch sircroft sighted a force of at least twelve vessels
Page 10, (including warships) 150 miles north o Tanjong Sirik.
4.H,Q. ordered an attack to be made (3) and at the same time

(1) *Sinkewang II (Borneo) was so named to distinguish it from {
ihe cosstnl town of Sinkewang, which was 95 miles (by road) to - M
the West, On ‘the morning of 10th Deoember the Dutch had : e
* placcd the airficld under A.H.Q. control; nine Glen Martins
and four Buffaloes were available that day. ) :
(2) Wing Commander J. Duncan who had previously commanded
No, 62 (B) Squadron and then Alor Ster. After this Squadron
had arrived at Taiping without its aircraft, this officer under
A,H.Q, orders was transferred to Dutch Borneo, ‘
(3) The signal for the attack, although recorded at AH.Q.,
was not received by Sinkewang II (possibly because the raid at
4140 hrs. may have interrupted the W/T traffic.)

Nevertheless"che liaison officer passed on the sighting inforua- | ™
tion to Pontianok for the possible use of Dutch submarines. ~

Y
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- airfield and to keep intact the defences

,;

" gent two. Ca.tallna‘s to shadow the fleets One of the flying-
.-boats sighted a force of two cruisers and one destroyer
' _hea&:mg south and in fact came under fire but without suffering

damages. - At 1140 'hrs. that morning Sinkawang II was bombed by

~.a force of twenty-four bombers; no’aircraft were destroyed

. (the Buffaloes were-airborne at ‘the time) but the airfield
‘was so badly- damagéd that the N,E.I. authorities, even though
. the situation was eritical, urged the transfer of their air-
“‘craft to Palembang (Sumatra). = And all the time the Japanese
-expedltlon was -cloging on its obaect:we - at 1735 hrs. the

ships were barely 45 miles North-West of Sirike A signel

was mede from A.HeQ. for the Sinkawsng force to attack. the _
fleet at first light 24th December afterwards f‘ly:l.ng on to
Sumatra; and at the same time instructions were given for the
immediate destruction of - ‘Kuching airfields Also Sembawang

- .was required to send out three Hudsons to locate the fleet

but without teking offensive action. Shortly afterwdrds,

- however, the Japanese themselves disclosed their whereabouts =

Kuching urgently reported a warship lying off-shore. Profit-

-.able targets were now within easy reach of S:meawang 1I,

but the enemy bombing attack of the previous day was to

prove highly effective for the Glen Marting were unable to
take-orf with a bomb loade The: only course was to evacuate

to Palembang and with this A.HeQ. was in ready agreement ’

As an alternative a striking force of Blenheim IV's was
oonsidered but it was doubtful "if these aircraft had sufficient
range to fly to Kuchinge But the Japanese were not to remain
entirely unscathed for a Dutch submarine, K.1l, operating off
Tanjong Po on 23rd December attecked a force of three cruisers,
& destroyer and merchent ships and sank no less than three
transports and one tanker.. Despite these losses the invasion
continued and early next morning landings were attempted in
the Kuching area. Desparate measures were now required and
the possibility of sending o striking force from Singapore

- 'had to be considereds Tengah was therefore ordered to attack

with five Blenheim IV's; No. 34 (B) Squad.‘ron aircrews were
briefed with target priority of transports, tonkers and war-.
ships, and 500 lbs SeA.Pe bombs loadeds Meanwhile Kuching

~was hourly expecting attack; all documents were destroyed

end A.H.Qs informed of the movements of the hostile warshipse -

By 1355 hrs. 24th December 0.C, Troops ‘had reported the
+--complete demolition of the alrf:.eld, but at S:mkewang IT

the ReAeFs lianison officer was endea.vourllzg to repair the

"~ Five -
Blenheims of No. 34 (B) Squadron then carried out an attack _
on the shipping off Kuching: cloims were made of a hit on a -
transport together with near misses on other vessels but

. Possibly because no encouraging and positive results were
"forthcomlng the raid was not repeateds All aircraft returned
" ‘safely to base with marging of petrol varying between 102 and
130 gallonse The following day an aircraft from the same
'-"Squadron carried out a high photographic reconnaissance of
.~ Kuching and Sinkawang II, It was the intention of the Dutch
" . to maintain this latter airfield as an advenced base for
o strikes upon the- Jepanese at Miri and Kuching but such hopes
- .were set Pack when the o.:l.r:f':n.eld was made unserviceable by a
' ' heavy bombing attack. - Next morning (26th December) no W/T

contact could be made with the airfield and by 1101 hrs.

“A«HiQv had received a signal from the Dutch to the effect that
o "T-.Kuchlng was in enemy hands - casualties were negligible but
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(1) ,~Thﬁs' were the Dutch aircfaft enabled to léave for Sumatra
‘during the afternoon on 24th December. Eight Glen Martins
~eventually landed at Palembang I - one bomber was lost; and

by next day all fiwve Buffaloes had arrived safelye

3
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fighting was continuing inland end seventy—five Europeans had
been evacuated to Pontiansk. Two reconnaigsance flights were
made by Noe 3)4. (B) Squadron which confirmed .the total
unserv:l.ceabb.llty of the airfield: - There followed then a
temporary lull dur:l.ng which AeH.Q. con31dered the plan of a
raid on Kuchnng by Dutch bombers from Singapores A decision

- was reached to send five Glen Martins.from Sembawang and
“although bad weather prevented the cperation taking place on
.. 27th  Decenmber it was again ordered.for the next day but no
.. record exists of the task being carried oute.
- ‘Labuan had Been subjected to air attack, possibly by the
-enemy fz.ghters which were .using a newly made airgtrip south of

9 Jeme 42e .. - Miris

By this time

When Kuching fell the- garrison of some eight mndred 2/15
Punaa’b:.s, -in ‘accordance with orders, made good their escape

".into -the :Lnterlor towards Sinkaweng in order to join the Dutchs
.. Practically all their equipment had to be abandoned, and when
+..it was knowmn they were somewhere betweén Bau and Siluas the

Dutch were requested to locate them and drop food and water. ‘

" Bventually these ‘troops resched Sinkaweng where the urgent
‘ requ:.rement was to supply them with food and ammunition.
_Once again the ubiquitous Nos 34 (B) Squadron was selected for

the task: . at Tengah the Blenheims practised supply dropping

.and on the evening of 30th December, after one of their

Blenheims 'hdd ‘carried out another reconnaissance of Kuching

. end Sinkawang II, three aircraft were to be loaded with

containers hold:.ng a total of 1200 lbs. of food end ammunition,

" but it was found that only 75 per cent of this amount could
.actually be carried.

The supplies were eventually dropped by
the three Blenheims on Sinkawang II airfield on 31st December.
This operation - which must have done much to improve the
and purposes

'Defens:l.ve Preparations in Southern Malaya

The Chiefs’ of Staff, on 15th December ha.d requ:.red the
C-in-C Far East to compile an appreciation 'covering the
operational. and administrative problems associated with the
protracted defence. of Singepore'. -Nearly a fortnight was to
elapse. before this was produced and in the time, as already
recounted, the situation had undergone. such drastic change
that the Higher Commend had come to-realize the siege of the
Islend was not far distant. - The enswering signal clearly qut=
lined the new stra.tegy as- env:.saged by GeHeQs and may well be
considéred as the basis for the latter part of the Campaigns -
The Japanese, according to the C-in-C, aimed to over-run the
Philippines in order to secure the sea communications to Malaya
end the N.E.I., whilst the invasion of Borneo was but a step
pointing- towards Singapore. . ‘Action against Rengoon ‘was
probsble if only to hamper the Chinese war effort'! - He

.gtressed the need for the security of Sumatra both as a means

of defence of the: convoy route 'bhrough the Sunda and Banka
Straits-as well as a base for future offences And in order
to hold Jave the full co-operat::.on of the Dutch was required.

~ Enemy air supera.orlty in Malaya was admitted, and this,

together with commend of the.sea allowed. the enemy grea’c

' freedom of movement 5 the facility' to reinforce his air and .

land forces,. and a choice of -objectivess - Never’cheless,
although Sir Ro'bert Brooke-Popham was of the opinion the enemy

. gtrength in Msleya at the time was unlikely to capture Singapore -
he po:Lnted out that our lack of destroyers end submarines

()

)
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(1) One Blenhe:.m of Noe 3. (B) Squadron oe.rrn.ed out & photo-
g;caph:l.o reoonnaissance o:E‘ Kuohmg on 9th Jenas 426
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together with long=-range aircraft and fighter cover precluded
attacks on Japanese convoys and so gave rise to the danger of
substantial lendingse. Singapore was regarded as the main
port of entry by reason of the concentrations of food -

resources, ammunition stocks end administrative holdings _(1)
but even so the considersble quentities of workshop fha%h."hles,

ordnance stores and vehicles at Kuala Lumpur were a matter of
" grave concern should-that city be loste Civilien morale was
tending to break under the bombing, end Asiatic labour had

Brooke~Popham begun to disappear - a serious matter for there were insuffi- -
Despatch: cient Europeans to run the country. A joint civil and
para. 135 military fOtsmittee existed to help maintain essential

services : :

The C-in-C then went on to re-affirm his plen (for the
land forces) already outlined on 21 st December, The enemy
were to be held as far north as possl‘ble by IIIrd Coxrps but
without drawing upon the Fortress garrisons (3);  such
delaying action was to.cover the arrival of re-inforcementse
The first defence line was 20 miles north of Kuala Lumpur = -
if this failed then the next positions would only cover the
airfields. at Kahang, Kluang and Batu Pahat; the 'last ditch'
before the Naval Base would be from Kota Tinggi to Gunong

Pulai,
IIT50/1 Next there was reviewed the air defence problem. Not
paras 179%a - only had the Japanese won air superiority but they could be-
'Appreciation re-inforced both by sea and air beyond the reach of our
by A.04C, + striking forcese Long ronge bombers enabled the enemy to
Far Bast.' operate from safe airfields whereas our own air forces were

confined to three airfields in Johore and four on Singapore :
Island ?J.')L of which, besides being congested were open to air
attack Commitments included fighter cover for vital
convoys anywhere within range of enemy occupied airfields
together with protection of #he Naval Base and other Islend

11J50/3 targetse Bombing was restricted to night operations because
Enc. 5a d/d of the strength of enemy fighters which would soon reduce the
21 Decell, small numbers of bombers; and a further overeriding factor
Enc. 6a d/d ' :

22 Deces 41

(1) The Report estimated thet sufficient food was stored in
Singapore to last the civil and military‘population four
monthse Ammunition was adequate; in the case of light AsAe
until mid-February, heavy A.Ae as far as the end of June, and
other emmunition up to mid=-fApril.

Stocks of petrol, bombs and S.AeA. were adequate for three
months,

(2) This Committee had in fact been formed on 16th December and

. comprised:

Mre Duff Cooper =~ Chairman
Fortress Commander .
Inspector General of Police
One Civilian.

- (3) Of the ITIrd Corpsy, 11th D:w:.sn.on needed to be withdrawn
for rest and re-equipment; 9th Division had suffered few
casualties, ‘

The Fortress Garrisons included:
Johore = 8th Division A,I,F, less one Brigade
Singapore - two Infantry Brigades.
(4) Singspore Islend : Seletar, Sembawang, Kallang, Tengshe
Johore ¢t Kluang, Batu Pahat, Kahang.
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Th

was the need to conserye air strength against the poss:l.b:l.llty
of seaborne attacks (1 . , ;

The mmedla'be and most acute problem which confronted the
A,0,Cs was the adequate dispersal of aircraft - not only for
the existing strength but for the expected re-inforcementse
Perhaps the only advantage of using the seven local airfields

"lay in the reasonably good means of ccmmunication and contrcle

He well appreciated the adventages to be gained by dispersing
the bombers in Sumatra but at the same time it was realized
the difficulties to be overcome were immense. Coimunications,
except by air, were poors. Airfields had to be provided with
bombs, petrol, oil and other equipment, as well as ground and
A.A, defence, supplied in every case by air and sea routes .
over both of which the Japsnese had commend, Furthermore the

. Bomber Squadrons so’ disposed would have only relative securlty

for all the Sumatra airfields were within range of air .
attack, (2> - they could in fact be considered only as relief
landing grounds. - Until these difficulties were overcome, and
until facilities for erection, repair and maintenance were
established in Java, it was the opinion of the 4.0.C, that the

air forces would be forced to continue operat:.ons from Singapore
. and Johore, :

These views were subsequently endorsed in the G.HeQs
appreciation which summarized the air plan as follows:=- )

(a) Dispersal of the air forces on the Singepore.and
Johore airfields, with pr:.o:(":l. y tasks: (i) safe
arrival of re-inforcements (ii) defence of naval
bage and vital targets in South Ma.laya (iii) defeat
of seaborne attackse

(b) Provision of facilities, including ground eand
AcA. deflences to enable substantial bomber forces to -
operate from Sumatra.

(¢) Establishment of a:.rcraft erection and repair
facilities in Javae.

Suggestions for extensive land re-inforcements were
couched in less definite termso . A further Division (in
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(‘1) So. concerned was the Air Ministry at the air effort being
confined almost exclusively to reconnaissance that the V.C,A.S.,
on 21st December, in a signal to the A.0.,Ces strongly suggested
that attacks on shipping should be attempted, quot:.ng the
effectlveness of such tactics both at home and in the Middle
Eagt.

In replying the A+0.C., re-affirmed his policy, however.
Ten Blenheim IV's were the only aircraft he could use to reach
the invasion ports, and even then, through lack of fighter
cover, the attacks would have to be by night, with its atten=
dant restrictionse The Dutch Glen Martins were not night
treineds Hudsons and Catalinas had to be flown on reconnais—
sence to sight the approach of couvoys to the vulnerable East
Coast, in which event an air striking force would come: into
actions Therefore, until re-iriforcements arrived the bombing
of good targets = either shipping or enemy occupied airfields -
detected by PeRelUs, of necessity would have to be confined to
the dark hourse
(2) Sumatra airfields: Lho Nge, .Sa'bang'., Meden, Pakan Bahru,
Palembang.
(3) The executive order giving top priority to ‘air protection
for convoys bringing re-inforcements' was issued as 'GsHeQe

Instruction Noe 3' t0 Ge0oCey AeOeCe, and C-in-Cs, EsFs dated
27th Decs 41e -

)
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addition to the expected 18 Division) was recommended.and
should consist of war experienced troops such as the
Australian Division from the Middle Easte Forces would be
required for Sumatra and possibly Java; the A.A. defences
for Sumatra would be provided from the re-inforcements = it
was not the intention to deprive Malaya of any such weapons.
Lastly, there was the genzrsl requirement for bombers,
torpedo-bombers and naval light forces to strengthen the
N.E.I. defences which were quite inadequate to prevent

" Japanese landingse

In replying the Chiefs of Staff were in general agree-
ment with the C-in-C's appreciation especially as it was 80
much in accord with their own conclusions. Two points are
outstanding in the signal: the first is that they attached )
much importance to the whole of Sumatra as a base for future
operations, and assumed the airfields and their defences
were being developeds Secondly, whilst agreeing to the
need for the conservation of air strength against the possiw
bility of seaborne attacks it was pointed out that such an
invasion might be within range of the Singapore-based
Vildebeestes. This obsolete aircraft was considered to be
equal to 12h Swordfish which was still effectively = o
employed 13. - .

For the time being, then, the disposition of the air .
forces was to remain fundamentally unaltered, but as AJH.Q,
well realized, such concentration at the best could be only a
temporary’ expedient. Adequate dispersal was of paramount
importance and no effort could be spared to produce a long-
term plan for the deployment overseas of the striking force.
The Sumatra project was not a new one; we have seen already
how in June 1941 pr?pirations were made to improve the
northern airfields (2), It is true the primary consideration
had been to establish-an alternative air re-inforcement route,
but their strategical position on the flank of a Japanese
edvance had not been overlooked, Six months later, in mid-
December the remote possibility was so dramatically trans-
formed into reality that once more A.H.Q. looked westwards
towards the Netherlands East Indies. A small reconnaissance -

party was sent, on 16th December, to ‘report upon the state of

readiness of the Dutch airfields in Sumatras They found
little progress had been made, but even so AeHeQ. had to take
action even though the emphasis was still upon the preparation
for a re-inforcement route rather than the establishment of
battle stations (3). Medan was stocked with ten thousand tons
of 90 and 100 octane petrol; likewise the quantity already at
Sabang was increased. - Both those airfields, as well as Pakan
Baroe were staffed with ReA«Fe routeing officers and handling
partiess Air transportation for these movements was provided
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(1) This assumption was to be tragically contradicted when on
26th Jan. 42 at Endau both Squadrons were virtually annihilated
in their first major action against well-protected convoys.
(Seec also in section: 'Siege of the Island'.)

(2) See also in section:. 'Developments in NeEeIe, Indian
Ocean and Bay of Bengal!. '

(3) The re-inforcement route Rangoon - Saebang - Medan - Pakan
Bahru was considered suitable when, on 23rd December, five
Blenheim IVs arrived safely at Singapore. . (See also in

‘Section: 'Air Re-inforcements Begin to Arrive'.
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by Dutch Lodestars stationed in Sumatra.

given for the formation of Bomber

Consideration was
and Fighter Groups as well

as the possibility of transferring No. 153 M.U. from Kuala

Lumpur. '
23%rd December the rapidity of the
move and the Maintenance Unit was

Such schemes, of necessity were rather vague, but on

Japanese advance dictated a
ordered to leave for

‘Tjilatjep (Java).

. at Peken Bahrue Also a fifth ainfield was to be established '

~raided by seventeen Japsanese bombers on 28th Dea)s

‘short of accommodation.

‘D-S .D. (MOR.S. )
24 69 "AQMQWQDd
in N.E,I."

By this time the reconnaissance party had
returned from Sumatra, and based upon their recommendations
action was put in hand to equip. the Dutch airfields in the
priority Sabang, Meden then Pakan [Baroe.

But events were so fast-moving that A.H.Q. decided to
establish a nucleus Bomber CGroup in Sumatra without further
delay - it was to be the resurrected 'Norgroup' but under the
original title of No. 223 Group, with Headquarters eventually

gt.Palembangs To accelerate thege plans two staff officers (1>
flew on 27th December to Bandoeng,! where, next day they

met the ReAsFo liaison officer newly evacuated from Sinkawang II.
This officer, it will be remenbered, had accompanied :

the Dutch aircraft on their flight to Palambang I, end having
inspected the hitherto secret airfield at Palambang II had

made a report to AsHeQeFeE. who thereupon required him to
negotiate with Dutch Air Headquarters at Bandoeng. Having
completed administrative arrangemehts for the supply of rations,
pay and accommodation for the incoming R.A.F. personnel,, the
Mission then flew northwards to Sumatra, on 29th December, to
select a location for the Bomber Groups A tour of the air-
fields was mades Pakan Baroe, alrendy earmarked by Singepore
as the Group location, was served by a thrice-weekly air
service run by the M«VeAsFe Apart from this there were no . ‘
other communications, poor weather was prevalent, accommoda~

tion sconty ond the local tovnship had no gerrison. Medan

on. the Bast Coast was thought to be wrongly sited (it was

* Sabang

in the North was still being extended, whilst Lho Nga was

The choice of a Headquarters site

therefore fell upon the town of Palembang with the accepted

risk that it would probobly be the focal point of the initial
Japanese attacke It had a good port, with road end rail
communications to the south - and what was even more important,

an oilfield and high octane refinery. At this time :

(31st December) an A.M,W.D. officer, Wing Commender Wightwick,

hod arrived in order to carry out extensive work on the air-

fields and acconnn?d'}x’cion in preparation for the ultimate move

of the Squadrons (2),

).

The narrative of events must now be resumed from the point, .
when, with the evacuation of Kuala bumpur by No. 453 (¥) -
Squadron the role of the ReA+Fo Once more went over to the
defensive. Apart from the major threat of East Coast landings
ond the invasion of Borneo - both of which have been recounted "~
- the Japanese had begun to infiltrate down the coasts of —
Malsya thus necessitating an extensive reconnaissance effort
by the G.Re and Bomber Squadrens. Furthermore it was antici-~
poted the Japanese might well spread across to the weakly
defended Sumatre bases which were an integral part of the
re-inforcement route. Dutch aid was sought on 22nd December
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(1) Wing Commender Wills~-Sendford gAir)
Squedron Leader Briggs Orgenisation)

(2) On 8th Jan. 1942 Wing Commander Duncen was to replace

Wing Commender Wills-Sendford with orders to reform No. 225 i

Group pending the arrival of Group Captain Bishope !
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IIJ50/l¢. o when A.HeQ.F.E, requested a daily reconnaissance of the Sunaﬁ‘a
Entries d/d coastline, to a depth of 50 miles, from Sabang to Medan. *
20 to Three Glen Martins from Psken Baroe thereafter flew a patrol -
26 Dec. 41, each day of the month bu.t no s:.ght:mgs were made of any :meor- .

‘ tance.

Similar operations were cerried out along the.Ea.st Coast
of Malaya: from 21st to 23rd December these searches were
flown by single Hudsons from Sembawang and by formations of
three Glen Martins from the same Station. Then, because
these flights were becoming increasingly hazardous on account
of frequent attacks by enemy fighters, the Hudsons flew in
pairs for mutual protection. Apart from coastal searches

DeSeDe(MiReSe) these Hudsons of Nose 1 and 8 (Ge.R.) Squadrons, particulerly
2014 Enc. 10a towards the end of December, reached out into -the South China

PP 16, 17 Sea to distances of nearly 300 miles on diverging searches

end Ence 13a for enemy convoys; on these occasions the aircraft often flew -
pe 46 in two pairs.

IIJ50/}: As an pdditional commitment the IIIrd Corps had requested
Entries d/d offensive patrols up the West Coast to guard against enemy -

22 to 31 Dec. 41, infiltrations. Once again the Hudsons were operated but the
‘task was shared to a great extent by Blenheims of Nose 34
end 62 (B) Squadrons at Tengah. ~ And almost e15ery day the
P.R. Buffalo made long flights to the North to provide
valuable information of the enemy air forces. On
27th De?erslber one hundred aircraft were photographed on Sungei
Patani and four days later Gong Kedah was ‘shown" to contain
thirty-four bombers and transports 3),

DeSeDe(MeReSs ) . About this time the A:Lr/Sea Rescue Service began to

2021 Ence 1a- ' operate. This, like other measures had suffered from laock of
d/d 26 Dec.'L5. equipment: the six launches, which in Autumn 1941 were to
Enc. 32 d/d . . form the Service, never arrived and although efforts were made
1 March L46. by the AsSeRe Administrative Officer, Flight Lieutenant Moore,

to promote a voluntary orgenisation with the help of Customs
g  and Harbour officials, hisg efforts were frustrated by the
DiSeDe(MeReSe)  delays of the civilian authorities. However, the withdrawsl
2012 Enc. 3a ‘[of the Squadrons into the Singapore erea, together, it would
d/d 30 Dece L5.  seem, with the prompting of 0.C. No, 243 (F) Squadron
"resulted in AJH.Qe directing that an A:Lr/Sea Rescue Service
should be set ups A shadow organisation had already been
1laid down so it was only a matter of fitting out the two craft
and’ establishing a base before the Service could operates
This it did on 24th December when High Speed Launch No. 105
(33-36 knots) took up station at Pulo Bukum Island and
Pinnace No. 53 (13 knots) at St. Jolms Island, after which
date morine craft remained contiriuously on station and a 24
_hour watch was kept at F:Lghter Group Headquarters with whom

(1) On 26th December the PoR.Us .Buffalo reported thirty-four
ships off Singora. . From this it was deduced that at least
~one re-inforcing D1v1s1on had been landed thus raising the
enemy forces: 1n Northern Malaya to not less than four Divisions.

(2) Sunge:. Patanil six medium twms (span 65 feet), -
Forty tw:Lns (span 45 feet), sixty fighters. .

(3) Gong Kedah: Two _Bombers (or transports); Fifteen BeRe
o . Twenty heavy bombers; seventeen twins.
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PPe 47, 4Be

‘their new base without further incident.
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commmnication was meintained by R/T via Seletar (1 ).

Apart from the formation of this new service there was a
limited redisposition of the existing Units on the Island.
Following the C-in-C's plan to send back to Burma the Squadron
Commender and spare crews of No.60 (B) Squadron (but at the
‘same time retaining their aircraft), instructions were given
on 17th December for these personnel to prepare to return to
Mingeladon. About sixteen Blenheim I's were taken over by
No. 62 (B) Squadron, Tengah, on 23rd December, but they were
in such a poor state of repair that only eleven survived the
process of 'cannibalism'. Evidently it was planned to move
the Squadron up to Kluang; training there stopped when four
Wirraweys had completed a dive-bombing course, and this
coupled with the installation of eight Bofors guns on
22nd December, together with the generelly improved condition
of the londing ground made it suitable for the operation of a
bomber Squadron., Fortunately the Unit had not arrived on
29th December for on that day the enemy bombing attacks were
resumed and Kluang became their objectives A raid of fifteen
‘to eighteen Army 97's dropped some fifty bombs from 1000 to
1500 feet but without damage to the airfield.s The newly

‘arrived A.A. Battery broke up the formation but did not

succeed. in bringing down any of the raiders. Simultaneously
the Station's dummy airfield was bombed by nine aircraft and
this time the Japsnese succeeded in hitting the runwayt!  Next
afternoon eleven Blenheims of No. 62 (B) Squadron flew in to
Prior to this move
Noes 81 Repair and Salvage Unit had been transferred to the
neighbouring station of Kahang on' 24th Decembers

- The Dutch Squadrons were also shifteds On 29th December
eight N.E.I. Buffaloes at Kallang were ordered to move on the
following day to Palembeng where the Unit was to revert to
Duteh control (2), On that day, in response to a query from
AJH.Q. concerning the progress of the night training of the
Dutch bomber Squadron, a signal was received from the Air -
Liaison Officer Bandoeng (Wing Commander Farrow) to the effect
that although the training of No. 375 Squadron (ex Singapore)
was not fully completed the moonlight conditions were so highly
favourable for night bombing that it was proposed to return .
these Glen Martins to Sembawang on 30th Decembere. In exchange
the NeEoI. authorities required the bomber Squadron 'Wolf'
(nine aircraft) to be sent to Kalidjati (Java)s The total
strength of Glen Martins after this 'exchange'was then sixteen.

In addition to these changes in location the reduced ranks
of Noss 453 and—21 (F) Squadrons were in need of such drastic
re-orgenisation after the evacuation of Kuala Lumpur that the
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(1) The flotilla was augnented in Jenuary end early February —
1942 by four other craft: ‘ :
Pinmmeance No. 54 - 13 knots
Seaplene Tender Noe 257 = 28 knots
Seaplane Tender No. 258 - 28 knots
Marine Tender No. 941 - 18 knots.
Excellent co-operation was given by the Malayan Volunteer Air
. Force despite the lack of R/T and special rescue gear,
Reports of crashed aircraft or pilots baling-out would be
telephoned to the Flight stationed at Kalleng and if the
subsequent search proved fruitful marine craft would be
guided by meens of visual signals. Altogether a total of
twenty-five airmen were rescued. »
(2) These fighters were specially stationed in Southern Sumatra
for protection of the incoming convoys through the Banka Straits.
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main factors of the campaigni--
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Commander, Fighter Group decided to merge the two Units.

This temporary measure established a combined Squadron of
sixteen aircraft Xnown as No. 21/453 (F) Squadron; under the
command of one officer, and based at Sembawangs 0.C¢ Nos 21
(F) Squedron - S/Ldr. Allshorn, was relieved of hjs commend
and 0.Cs Noe 453 (F) Squadron - S/Ldr. Harper assumed the
tactical control of the composite Squadron. Their primary
task was to co-operate with IIIrd Corps, using Kuala Lumpur
as an advanced landing ground. No important operations were
carried out during the latter part of December thus enabling
the Unit to re-orgenise and take steps to improve the
performance of the Buffaloess The all-up weight of the
aircraft was reduced by approximately 1000 kbse. by the
expedient of replacing two of the four .5 inch Brownings
with +303 inc? uns, as well as reducing the ammunition and
petrol loads s removing wireless posts, mirrorss parachute
flere bins, Very tubes and cockpit heaters; R/T was also
discardeds It was then found, to quote the Station Commander,
'that the aircraft would even loop't Even so nothing could
improve the petrol system for which pressure had to be pumped
by hand at altitudes over 18,000 feet; and the armament
troubles persisted. The Buffelo, although improved was -still
no match for the Zero.

The most outstanding change of all and one far removed
from the comparatively minor redispositions of the Units came
about on 27th December when Air Chief Marshal Sir Robert
Brooke~Popham was replaced by.Ltes General Sir Henry Pownalle
It must be emphasized that the policy to relieve the C~in=C.,
Par East was not the result of the conduct of the campaign
but a decision mede nearly a month before the outbreak of
hostilitiess 1In a signal dated 6th November the C-in-C.
was odvised: ‘'recent developments in the Far East make it
advisable that the duties of the C-in-C. should be entrusted
to an army officer with up-to-date experience's The Minister
of Defence consequently approved that such an officer should
be Lt. General Sir Bernoard Paget. The C-in=C was of the
opinion that news of thc impending change should not leak out
and so encourage ill-informed gossip; and indeed it was the
intention of the Chiefs of Staff to defer the  announcement
until the General's arrival which was likely to be delayed
by visits en routes Even so the C-in-Cconsidered that the
change became known in the Army and Air PForces, by the end of
Novembers

But the new Commander was not to be General Paget for he
was appointed C-in=C Home Forces and his place ‘taken by
General Pownall whose Chief of Staff designate was Air Vice
Marshal P.Ce Maltby. The new C-in-C was instructed 'to degl
with matters of major military policy and strategy' and it was
not the intention he should assume operational controls The
General left England on 3rd December and after being delayed
in Cairo by W ffice instructions arrived at Singopore on
23rd December

Before relinquishing his commend the C-in-C Far East
brought to the notice of the Chiefs of Staff e summary of the
The integrity of Singapore,
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)

(1) Ammunlflon was cut down from 650 to 350 rounds, and

etrol from 130 to 85. gellonse
?2) AeVM, Maltby remained in Cairo awaiting further Air
Ministry instructions: he left by BeOsheCs: for Singspore on
26th December, and was expected to arrive on 2nd January but
in fact did not land until 4th Jan. 42.

Y,
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the signal stated, had been classified as vital by the Cs0.Ss,
yet the Ge¢0eC's estimate of the land forces required, although
agreed by them, had not been attained. Similarly the aircraf't
in the Far East, including reserves, at the outbreaek of hosti-
lities were some three hundred and seventy short of the esti-
mate made by the C-in-C. and agreed by CeOsSe

At this stage Sir Robert felt that location of G.HeQe
should no longer be in Malaya but should be moved to Java,

 near Bandoeni. With the transfer of Burma to C-in-C India
an

(15th Dectid d the fall of Hong Keng (25th Dec'sd) the

- work of GeHeQo, according to the C~in-C's appreciation,

resolved itself into relations with the Allies and Dominions;
co~ordination of operations with C-in-C Eastern Flee(\t- and
the preparation of reports for the Chiefs of Staff (1), This
hardly justified the retention of Ge.HeQe, which, he felt;
should give place to a combined staff who would draw up inter-
Allied projects and plans of operationse Such a ‘staff should
consigt of representatives of the three Services from the
British, American and Dutch and would be responsible to two
Commenders - the C-in-C., Bastern Fleet (controlling all the
Allied 1§ets in the Far East) and a C-in-C land and air
forces \2), ’ : '

With these final notes accomplished Sir Robert Brooke-

. Popham published a Farewell Order, and after visiting several

of the Island!s ReAoFe Stations eventually left Singapore on
31 st December.

Air Re-inforcements Begin to Arrive

At this juncture, with the change in High Commend effected
and the air FPorces generally reduced to the defensive within
the Singapore area it may be convenient to examine the air re-
inforcement problem and the extent of the aid given to the Far
Egst during the month of-December 1941+  Hardly had the .
results of the first day's operations been received in
Singapore then the C-in-C F.E. once again renewed his plea for
re-inforcements (3 ¢ Both the Chiefs of Staff and Air Ministry
were urged to send the maximum which should include two

Squadrons of long-range bombers and two Squadrons of night

fighters together with adequate reserves and spares.

Already, on 6th December, Admiral Helfrich hed agreed to the
temporary transfer of three NsE.I. Catalinas (to be manned by
our crews) - an offer gratefully accepted by the C-in-C.

There was immediate response to the C-inrC's request from
both Chiefs of Staff and Air Ministry. The former decided
that night fighters could not be provided especially as not
one such unit had been established in the Middle East where-in
Melta had survived for eighteen monthse Furthermore, air
superiority could not be gained by long-renge bombing of air-
fields. Rather, the effective form of attack was by low
flying fighters and short range bombers, b?tg of which the
C.0.S, would make every effort to sustain L « The reply
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'ingee also in Section:

(1) GeHeQe, it will be recalled, was not responsible for the
detailed operational control in Malaya.

2) Thus was foreshadowed the South West Pacific Command

'Abdacom' ) which was to form on 15th Jan'k2 under a Supreme
Allied Commander - General Sir Archibald Wavell., ‘ '
'Air Attacks from Siam'se

4) In his reply the C-=in-C accepted the decision not to send
night fighters but could not agree that long-renge bombers
were uselesse These were needed, he stressed, to put the
enemy on the defensive by forcing the withdrawal of some
fighters from Siam to protect important objectives in
Southern Indo Chinas

9)
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from the Air Ministry was more encouraging for their propoged
re~inforcement plan was an extensive one. Fifty Kittyhawks
were to be diverted to the Far East from the quota supplied

by the U«S.As to the Middle East; another fifty would follow

in January end thereafter thirty a month. - These eircraft,
together with the Buffaloes, could also be used as night
fighters after flame dampers had been supplied. Efforts
would be made to accelerate the production of Beauforts in
Australia (to re-equip the Torpedo-Bomber Squadrons).

- Bombers were to be in reasonably adequate supply. Six

Blenheim IV's ex Nos 52 Squadron, Irag would be flown out at
once, after which it was the intention to re-equip two of the
Far East Blenheim I Squadrons with Hudsons (16 + 2 eachs)
For this purpose thirty-six Hudsons would be ferried out s end
in eddition to these, twelve Hudsons per month sert to replece
wastages Sixteen ferry orews would be supplied by No, 139
(B) Squadron,.No. 2 Group, after they had converted from
Blenheims to Hudsons. Lastly, four Catolinas with two spare
crews were being sent from U.K. or Gibreltars

Such was the immediate reaction.from the Directorate of
Organization, but next day, 10th December, at a meeting
presided over by the Chief of Air Staff the plons for re=
inforcing both the Middle East and Far East were correlated.
In the opinion of the CeA4Ss it was too early to reach positive
conclusions, and he was doubtful whether it was either advise
able or possible to re-inforce Singapore other than by the few
Blenheim aircraft which had been ordered to proceeds Other
ereas in the Far East come under consideration such as the
Indien Ocean, Ceylon, Calcutte and Rengoon. Initially it

- was decided to moke India the concentration area and hase for

any reinforcements which might be spared for the Far Easts
It was then proposed to divert to Karnchi or Bombay the four
Hwrricane Squadrons, in convoy W.S, 122, earmorked for the
Caucasus or Northern Persiae Generally, the emphasis lay
upon the importance of building up the MidZle East strength
in Fighters, and Medium and Heavy Bombers to meet the threat
which was likely to arise by Spring. C

Eventually, the Chiefs 6f Staff, after advice froxh
VeCeAsSs drew up a re-inforcement plan which was signalled to
the Far East on 17th December, All errengements would be

made to de‘iﬁ.’cch to Singapore the land forces requested by
H

the C=in-C: the detoils of the eir re-inforcement plen

(a) Four Catalinasz.and +wo.spere crews from the U.Ke
or Gibreltar were due to leave at an early dates

(b) Six Blenheim IV's had left Egypt on 12th December,
and six more on 4{4th December; a further six would be
sent if and when they could be ‘spareds

. (e) Fifty-two Hudsons were under orders to fly out from
. UsKe as early as possible.
(a) Middle'_Eé's‘b were preparing thirty-two cased ..
Kittykawks with spores, but their destination would be
"~ decided laters.: : ’
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(1) Two infantry Brigade Groups and re~inforcements for 9th
and 11th Divisionse
85 Anti-Tank Regiment 6 Heavy AsA. Regiment (gixteen gms)
32 Light AeAs Regiment (twenty-four gums). '
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(e) A Fighter Squedron from convoy WeS. 12, Z, with
ground persornel and generous technical equipment plus
fifty-one Hurricanes and eighteen pilots would go direct
from Durban to Singapore.

Pighter re~i gorcements for India were also outlined in
the same signal ?‘? which concluded on a warning note:
possibly the flow of Hurricanes might not be maintained, in
which case the squadrons would have to exist on the initial
Accordingly the C-in=C F.E. was asked
if & depot might be established at Padang (Sumatra) with a
view to erecting American fighters which, it was hoped, would
eventually replace the Hurricanese The Ce0sS. also instructed
the Joint Staff Mission in Washington to urge that the ninety
United States four-engined bombers which had arrived in

Brisbane should be sent to Malaya or the N.E.I.

It may now be of interest to examine how these long-term
plens were implemented; for the sake of clarity the various
re-inforcements are classified by aircraft types.

(a) GCatalinas

(i) Dutch; Following the offer by the NsE.I.
puthorities, three skeleton orews of Noe. 205 (FeB.)
Squedron flew to Sourabaya on 10th Décember in a
Dutch Lodestor in order to ferry the three Catalinas
to Singapore. These aircraft were safely
delivered on the afternoon of 12th December.

(11) ReAsFe: The four flying boats ex Gibraltar
were at Apoukir (Egypt) on 21st December with an
expected date of arrival at Ceylon on
30th December. Here one of the boats was retained
and based at Kogalla whilst the remainder continued
to Seletar where they landed at 0805 hours the next
daye. These three Catalinas were taken on the
strength of No. 205 (FeB.) Squadron.

(b) Hudsons

(1) Mark II: On 19th December seven officers of
No. 1 (GeR.) Squadron, together with five officers
of No.8 (G.Rs) Squadron left Singapore in a
Quantas Airway's aircraft for Derwin with the object
of taking delivery of eight replacement Hudsons for
ferrying to Sembawang. ' On 21st December the first
four airoraft left Austrslia for Koepange On the
next leg to Soursboya a suspected airfreme defect
caused the flight to return to Koepange All air-
oraft eventually landed at Sourabaya end finally
arrived sofely at Sembawang on 23rd Decembers

Two other Hudsons which had left Darwin on

22nd December arrived at Singopore the same time as
the main delivery. Five Hudsons were allotted to
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(1) Wing HeQ. with three Fighter Squadrons, less aircraft,
would prooceed from Durban to Bombay for the disposal of C~-in-C
Indiae Aircraft for these three Units would be provided from
Takoradi from which port HeM.S. Athene would transport forty
Hurricanes. A further thirteen aircraft en route to the
Middle East would be diverted to India, and to complete the
quota Athene would ship a further forty Hurricenes from Port
Sudane . '

Middle East had also been instructed to prepare the despatch
of six Blenheim IV Squaedrons to India, at a later date, for use
in Burma. '
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Nos 1 EGoRog
NOy 8 (GeRs

Squadron and the remaining aircraft to
Squadron.

~ (ii) Mark IIT: The first step to implement the plan
" o reinforce Singapore with these aircraft was in
the form of Air Ministry signals to MeAsPs and
. Nos 2 Group for No. 139 Squadron at Horshem

St. Faith to be re-equipped with 1640 Hudson III's.
-The primary need was for these Blenheim pilots
to be converted to the new airoraft and for this.
porpose two dual Hudsons had to be transferred to
the Squadron together with two experienced crews.
It would seem, however, that the extreme urgency of
the plan dictated a speedier method of crewing for
on 12th December the Director of War Organization
(DsW.0e) decided that Coastal Commend should provide .
thirty-six trained and experienced orews whilst
Bomber Command should p}'oceed with the conversion of
sixteen crews of Nos. 139 Squadron. Accordingly Far
East was advised of the preparation of the first |
thirty-six aircraft which, it was presumed, w?u')Ld N
re-arm both Nose 60 and 62 Squadrons at 1642 \1),
The estimated departure date of the first six air-
craft was the end of the first week of January 1942.
‘A further sixteen Hudsons were earmarked as special
reinforcements . thus making a total of fifty-two.

It is interesting to reflect how this very same
policy of re-inforcement from other Commends ha%
beon Pirst advocated in 1926 by Lord Tranchard (2),
But apart from the less hurried moves of Nose 34 and
.62 (B) Squedrons from the U.K. in 1939 the route
had never before been used in its entirety as an
emergency. 'pipe-line's = Considerable problems had .
to be overcome not the least of which was the
actual ferrying.. It was calculated these delivery
flights would cover a period of fifteen to twenty-
one days on a basis of fifty-five to sixty-five
hours flown mainly in the mornings., This would
nécessitate at least one 30-star inspection being
mode, prefersbly at Habbaniyas Five or six air-
eraft would meke up each formation for which essen~
tial facilities had to be provided in the form of

accommodation, fuel, D/F aids, -m'etfgﬁology and. ~ .-

briefing at each staging airfield

Whilst these preparations were being made the
CeAeSe began to urge the need to speed-up deliveries,
ond in fact on 19th December it was his aim to send.
‘sixteen or eighteen Hudsons within the next three
. ‘weekse Coastal Command crews were standing-by,
- but apart from two comple