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THE G/MPATGN IN SYRTA

SECTION T

THE,_PROLOGUE TO_THE CAMPATGN

‘There was one great difference betwsen the Syrian
campaigh and other campaigns o'f"th'é" war. In other campaigns
with the exception of the Iviadagéscé.r "bpératio,ns, we were opposad
: :l:o the Lxis powers and our ob ject was ’coprexg‘ent our- gnemy .from
occupying territory and to defeat his forces. In Sjria Wwe ware
opposed, not to the Axis, but to the Vichy French., When the
Vichy:Govanment accepted its amiéfivoe with the Gemans we
acquiesced in that-decision, in so far as we did not attempt ~
}what at' that date we were in .no position to do = forcibly to
'challenge the Vichy ruleA in the French territory where it was
able to imposc itself. In Syria, As elsewhere throughout the
French Empire, there was in the first days of surrender a hope
that the authoritios would dec_la.;_'d for a continuance of tha
struggle, but that hope did not prove ;well fou.n?iéd'. - Syria,
along with other French territorics, relaxed into neutrality
which W‘as‘ much moro'. favourable to the Germans thé.n oursc]'..Ves',‘
and we, while we never gave any formal reoognitionl to the Vichy
Govermment, did nothing actively’:l:o challenge this neutrality.
For a ycar a;f'ter the Franco~Gcrman a.lmiétice the Tfichy Government
was allowed to reign in Syria u.nchailenged. The Gemman conquest
of Grecoe and Crete created a very much more dangerous situation
for us in the Near and Middle East, While Turkey might possibly
resist a dircét attack it was obvious thaf she WOulé. do nothing
‘o prcvcﬁt herself from being by-passed. Therc was every reason
to fear that the Gemmans, having conqucred Crete, would use it as
a stepping stone to Syria whence, in turn, they would be able to
. strike cither a.éainst Iraq or down south through Pa.ies‘bine as
the left arm of a pincer attack §n the Sucz' Canal., A positive

/British
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Britiah policy was rcqu;:.red if such dangers were to be avoideds ™~
It is indecd possible ‘fhat the British authoritics at |

that time underrated th? imporfance of the attack on Russia in.

the Germen strategical schemes and that the immediate German purw

pose in oocupying Orebe Was rathor to blook the Acgéa.n than to

step fo:mard to further v:.c'bor:.cs on ‘hhe Asiatic ma:u.nland. Bu'b ’

howover that may bc ’ “the nccd was at Joast thought to be dcspcra- N

tely urgent, Dur:.ng May 191;:1., “the month of the Cretan campa.:.gn,

wa hed also been c‘onductin‘g a 'oam'pa.ign in Iraq, the rcsult of |

which was that we werc able to establish in that cowntry a i-egime

upon which we coxiid count ':f'o’i‘: fnena.ly co=operation, B\i‘b th'e" ira.q

o’a‘mﬁpaﬂ.gﬁ showed to us that tho V:Lcmr authori;bics'vvo;zld put no

obstacle in thc way of Germo.n use of Syr:.an fac:l.l:l.t:.os. If..ou:'c"

position in the Middle Ea.st was *bo be in any way saourod, tha.t

position must be securcd in Sy'r:.a as Well as in Iraq.v

The do Gaulliste complication

Thc oéx@aign was corq;p_lica‘bed. by thcse;cond.i’c:'gons. .
Whereas elsewherc we had to fight egeinst Germans whose roadiness
to fight back was in no sort of doubt, in Syria our opponcnts
were Vichy Frenchmen,.and if. we oou.ld get get control of thv
country without.bloodshqd obviously; .-for. rcasons alike of humaity
and ?qlicy,_, it was highly desirable to do so. The. Vichy authori~
$les did indeed co-oparate with the Germans, but they did so not
through. love, of the Germans buf because they did not want to -
fight, and, unless they were propared to fight, co-oporation.was ~
nocessary. Therc was sgme reason to think that they would be. .
glad . cnough to follow a s:.m;l.la.r policy of non-rcs:.stancc if we.
were to challenge them in force, and so mdoed they might. have |
done had not thc de Gaullistos 'bccn prcsent among our t1roops,

The ma jor oonoern it is poss:n.bly not unfalr to- say = of: most

)

Frenchmen in Syrie at. that datc was to keep their Gowermment jobs.
~/This
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This anxicty grﬂatly outweighed any :.deolog:.cal prcference for
Br:.’clsh Gernan, V:Lchy or de Gaullc. Vichy off:.c:.als were
quite preparcd to do a dcal with the Br:.t:Lsh and ohange sides
oncondition tha.t thcy m.ght kecp the:Lr Jo”t;" Thﬁ prosenoe of
the de Gaull:.stc in the All::.ed forces meant ‘shat they could

not do ’ch:l.s as 'I:he de Gaulla.stes, of oou:sc s would :.ns:.st on

R

having all thc JObS for thcnsclvcs,

Thcrc wau also the problcm of the nata.ve populat:l.on.
This popula.t:.on had hatcd all Frcnchncn of evcry school ever
since the Frcnoh occupa‘l:n.on. For the ﬁ‘rench ha.d .nﬁ.égovcrncd
masgsacrcd a.nd ll"’d to thenm, Thc French surrendcr :.n Ge:many had.
dcstroycd ETancc‘s last assct - the prcs’c:.gc of‘ strongth. The

only des:.rn of thc native population was to bc rid of the

Frcnch and with that desirc ’chey were prepared to wclcomc thc

/
-m.m-.

Br:.t:.sh. On uhc other hand, I‘rcnctman :t"or Frcnctnna.n, thcy

~ preferred thf‘ V:.chy:.tcs as the fee'blcr. Br:Lt:Lsh prestige was,

high thn they madc thc rcturm.ng de Gaull:u.stcs g:.vc a pmm:.sc
of Syrian mdcpcndcncc ’ Just as :Lt has subsc qucntly su.nk whcn
that promisc Was subs*bant:l.ally v:.ola‘bed. "Wa are hcaﬂ:.ng for a
packet of troublc in Syria" s odr VlC” I\Iarsha.l Drimamond was 'bo
write in the subscqucnt August "Our Frcc Frcnch allies have
got the b:.t between thc:Lr tccth and seem dr‘tcm:.ncd to go ahca.d
with their owm mach:.natn.ons rcga.rdlc ss of the fact ’cha.t we .

have to clean up the mess if thc whole cou.n’cry goes up in flames
as it threatcns to c'lo. Ir th:.s happens :L'b is go:_ng to bc vm:y
bad for us :Lf we arc faced with the Hun com:.ng through Turkey

in the ncar futuxx. wh:.ch we antlc:.pa.te“.

The British gttl'budd “to_de Gaullc TR

While it is quite 'bcyond the purposc -of this na:rra’ca.\m

to attempt to skctch the cx‘bra.ord:.nar:.ly complicated story of

the relations between the British awthorities and General

/de Gaullc,
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“dc Gaullc yet it must be remembered that at this time, as indsed -
for :a.' long ’.t:i;diS‘ afterwards, ‘they were by no means. good‘;- ei’the:c -
vbe’cween General de Gaulls and the politioians or between Goneral

'de Gaulle and the i‘:.ght:.ng semcas.' It was then vn.dely -;aought

' tha'l: ‘chera wara many pro—All:Led Frenchmen who ware by no uans

pro-de Gaulle and that General de Gaulls's tota.la.taman claims

| ware as much an obstacle as an ass:.stanoe to the rally:mg of I«‘:enc‘n» ‘ -~
lmen to the Allied cause. It is clear that these polmtmcal COli~ ~
sidsrations to some extent influenced British gtx}afcegyo it was

imporéﬁnt to occupy the country as rapidly as poss;j.ble but impore

ta:jxf also to do S0 with as little bloodshed and dest;«g;tiw; 2z

possibla,

The_Vichyite attitude to the ge;:mgp_s_;.
o As far back as April 1941 General Dentz, Vich;r;'tc: AT
‘ Commlssn.oner in Syria had been approached to ask h:un :l.f Pa vould
resist a German atbtack on Syria. The approach vas & del.u cube una
for it nwas faared that General Dentz would reply by askin; waes
foroes we could provide: for his’ ass:.s’ca.nce and, would t‘aen ~'~
. v. ln.kely pass on this information to- the Germans. The C—em
| fu.rst a.nswer was that hs "Would consider such action a., con:tracy
to the German amista.oe a.nd would accordingly 1~es1st. vosnes I
was necessary, hOWGVer, for the General to report to the Vi =hv
G»OVernment whose instructions he would have to ocarry out Tha
two sen‘benoés oreated an ambiguity, as they were obv:Lou.s.Ly
:Lntended to d.o. Nor, had the result of the appeal to Vichy beei:
known to the British authorities at the t2 ime, would -rt greatly
have reassured them, Early in Iv[auy,{General Hu.n’czigen:f! The Tiohg
War Minister, sent a telegrem to General Dentz, ".In the cowrsa
_of conversation with ;Ehe I-‘uhi*_erﬁ he wrote "Admiral Dairlan nas
" conceded to,,thc;Gcm’ans‘ the use of the é.éria.l bages of uhc
Ievant. I beg you to jpfoxﬁ me personally by telegram if sua: ~

: - /a
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a measurc would causc & risk of' bringing about discontent in

the émy of thc Levant. Tclcgraph your suggcst:l.ons. No step

~will be taken before your reply ha.s 'bcen oommun:.cated ‘o the

' Qubtc& in Au o 'Arml stice Commlssa.on" Gcnora.l Den'bz rcpl:.ed that such measures
Service dec la .
France, (Official would n.ndced brlng about d:.soontcnt and that he proposed to

pu'bl:v.oa'b:i.on of iy

Frce French . f:ch on a.ny a.:.ro.c‘a.ft fly:.ng over Syr:.a of wha‘bever nationality.

GCommittec, o

Art, les. Gencral Hu.ntz:n.gor repl:.ed "In thc cvent of Goma_n or Italian

Allcmands. Btai~

cnt con Syric. a:.roraft refrain fram any rc‘ba.l:n.at:i.on. If somec of these air-
. Page L7, .

craft land on your aerodromcs rcoc:.vo thcm a.nd ask for instruc-

ekl

t:.ons-. Engl:.sh airoraft must, on tbc_ contrary, be attacked by

all bdésiblc means". A Germen cmisééi‘y, Horr Otto Rahn,

travcll:mg under the pscudonym of‘ ﬁenouard, arrived in the

country. Hc vas followcd 'by Colonel von Mantcuffel an air
'tcchn:.ca.an. |

Demand for an active policy

" 'jjhore w8 a stranﬁg fooling at home that the situation
oould only bc saved if in contrast to . the prev:.ous policy of
‘Vlcavu.ng thc :.n:u.t:w.tlve cntn.rnly 'l:o the encmy we ware preparced
"to follow a t:.rncly and. aggrcssa.ve pol:u.cy OuI‘SulVGS. At the

‘boglnmng of May whcn A:Lr Marsha.l Teddcr assumcd ’chc commend of

?

o ’chc Royal Alr Foroc, M:Ld.d.lc L‘as‘c, thc Ch:.ef of the Alr Staff

A.O.C.-in—C'.";ﬁ'”'? 's:.gnallod 'l:o h:l.m - "Therc appcars to be no ce-ordinated pla.n for

Enc. Bi. : :
La5elile ‘ 'mal::.ng the most of our oppor’cum.t:x.es at this junocture, I

béli'ové that bold 'Ehmsts against the cnemy's communi.cations
us:mg the Jond and air forecs in a well co-ordinated plan
; m:.ght makc his pos:.t::.on intolarable a.nc'l br:.ng about the defeat,

or at lcast rctrea.‘b of' all his forces".

Ficld Marshal Wavcll's aocou.nt of prcparations

Wavell Dcspa.tch At | F:Lcld Marshal Wavcll in his despatch reoou.nts how
Part IIT .
Scos.85-87 R carly in May the Chlefs of Staff :Lnstruotcd h:un to prepare to

scnd a f'orcc in ‘bo Syr:La. F:Lcld Marsha.l Wavnll repl:i.ed that

R the largcst foroc whlch he could then ma.ke ava.llable in
. i

/Palcsting
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Palast:me was !one :.ncomplete cavalry brigade! - wholly insuffi-

- c::.ent, as he argued for the ’cask. General de- Gaulle was at

that t;une ooncentrat:mg -all the Free French forces in Egypt under

25

't;ha command. . of* Genera.l Legentllhomma, and. Field Marshal Wavell a

lz.ttla reluctantly agreed o the:Lr transfer to Palestine. By the

| m:.dd.lo of Ma.y the ‘Frec. Frenoh foroes in Palest:me, stat:uoned at

Qast:.na. to 'l:he south of Jaffa, cons:.stad of six battal:.pns, a.ii
'battery a:nd a compa.ny of a'bout 20 tanks, They were" :.noomplete in

tra.nsport and in:some :Lnstances :Ln weapcns. Almost a.ll the

transport in" Pa.lest:me had 'beon moved aoross to Iraq for the Calt~
paign therc.

" Late din 'bhc evan:i.ng of‘ Mo.y 18 Genera.l Catroux, the

Frcc Frcrxch Gomm::.ss:.oner 1n tho M:.ddle .Lna.S't ocame to Field Marshal

" Waroll &nd reported that he had cer'ba:m Ynformation that the Viohy

Wavaell Despatch
Part III '
Sccs. 85=90

Frenoh.wera withdrawing the Wholc of the:.r forces into the ILebanon

- and handing over Syria Qnt:.re 'bo the Germans. This loft, General

Ca.troux argucd, ‘the roead to Damasous for the moment open, the
French ha.v:.ng gone:jand. ’chc Germa.ns not yct comas General Catroux

was most insistent: thats ¥9. shou.ld. move :Ln immediately with vhate

mrcr forcc wa ‘had a,nd se:l.ze Damascus. 7 tPrevious experience!

- Fiela Marshal Wavall reportcd, ‘had. ’w.ugh't; me to regard the

:mformati.on proauond 'by the Froc French fram Syria with caution,

v and what Gcncral Gatroux statcd wa.s not oonf‘mrmcd by :.ntelln.—-

'gencc T had recetved from other souroes' Fi’eld Md:cshal

L 1,\

| WaVCll ‘thorafore :t:ci‘qscd thc request and :mstcadr jsx,tmmpned. a

’meet:l.ng gt thcxnoxt daye .

pioldr Marshal Wavcll reported General Catroux's

j:c'f::q‘.J.c:‘s't: 'bo thz, Chicfs of S'baf'f', who urged him to allow the Free

French 40 go n.nto Syr:.a, 1f the Bra.’c:.sh were not preparcd to go
cdinc 'bhcmsclves. Fa.cld Marshal Wavell dcmurred. On Moy 21
'""'3-'Gcnera,1 Catrouk cabled from Pa.lcstn.nc adni’ctlng that his informe=

* T bion was cnt:.x'cly :anorrcot 'bhat far fram m.’chdra.wn.ng from

/Dama.scus
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ey s:Damascus the V:Lchy troops Wcre 'bak:l.ng up. strong defensive
* Positions to the south of the c::.ty, 'bhat far from Syria being
owrs for the ta.k:mg a vm:y strong force would be required to
e conquer :Lt a.nd that thc Frce Fronch could not poss:.bly undor=
take the ta.sk o.lonc. IIca.mvh:Lle General de .Gaulle, observing
the s:.tuat:.on from the va.ntagc ‘point of Vest Africa, was
scnding angry ‘bclcgrams, 'oouchcdj'ln dImperative languaget, to
know why Prcc French troops viere not a¥rcady on the march to
Dmnasous. _
" The first clashes R S
RO On Ma.y 9th thc f:l.rst ennny aircraft arrived at Norab,
- A.few days. 1atcr fur’chcr a:.rcra.ft landed at Mezze and Palmyra,
In all, it is cstlnated that 66 AXlS military and 40 transport
airoraft landed in Syr:.a in early May. On May 1l4th Air
Marshal Tedder reported to Air I\:I:m:.stry that thore was now no
doubt that the Germans were using Syrian airfields., He

" requested permission to attack those airficlds in spite of the

A.bo. C.-;in-C‘. A ing.vi#able risk #hat Friench aircraft as well as Gecrman might be
?-Z?B.ZE. © o ~oohit,  He rcocived‘ tﬁis p‘tz:mission' and was koen to follov up
A.0,Ce=in=C, his advantage, “Ha.lve. ava:.la'ble French Glenn Martin crew with
?A?B?Zﬁ. oo }mcrwlcdgc Syrla: An send:l_ng Glemn Martin with French markings

tonorrow to attaok Gcrma.n a:.roraf'b on t}‘c ground Damascus a.nd
- Rayak, subsequently to drop pamphlcts" he signalled,
Thc f:.rst Frcnoh attacks were not very successful,
T rand- our off‘ort was sw:.tchcd to Aleppo, "First French Maryland
- sortic ha.d no suoccss but rcpoating todsy. Present indication
“Y ., cnewy g:.v:.ng up usc Rayak a.nd Danmascus and using Aleppo., On

“the 14th pem, I author:l.scd attack on ecnemy aircraft Palmyra,

A,0,Co=in=C, Sincc confimed at J‘.casf'l': ‘one Ju. 52 burnt out, Some also
16,5,41; attocked successfully yesterday at Erbil" recported Lir Marshal
' ‘Tedder, ' e

/Frengh
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French reliance on Gexman landings

The result of the Rbyp.l 4iir Porce attacks was that for

the moment thc .French becama a, goodf-.fdea.l more anxious to provide

"""“:'7:Syrio.n fac:.lit:.c.s for the Luf‘twa.fﬁ‘e tha.n :the Germans wore to use

o

"'thcm. G-encral Jeanncqu:.n, the I‘rcnch delr Chicf, suoccocded in
'kobta:.n:.ng the Gemman consent to qonfme thcmselvcs to Alcppo, 'but

; tha.s oonocss:Lon was duc rore to RihePe- bomb:!.ng than to French

negot:.ata.ng sk:.ll .for the attacks on Palmrm. and that part of

Al

. Nerab wh:.oh was. oocupicd by the Germans had been heavy, In

a.ddlt:.on 'bo their hosplta.la.ty to a.:.roraft thc Vichy authoritiecs
had also allowed Syrian railways to 'bc used durlng the Iraq
troubles to send aviation petrol, arms and ammm'u.'bn.on to Mosul,

Ls the railway passcd through Turkish tcrrltory these goods werc

o dlsgmsed as Frcnoh .and the ¢xouse was ma.do that they were being

sent to mcct thc threat of an allcgcd. Kurd:.sh rising, Once it
was olcar that thc Bmtn.sh :Lntcndcd a scr:Lous atta.ok "there ware
but few s:.gns of support fron thc Ax:!.s" rcportcd the R.4.TF., M.E.

For’om.gh'bly Sumary for Junc 5th to lBth "Wh:\.oh the :.nsurgents

\

“to abcu'b 30 Gcman alrcraft with pcrsonnol and a, few train loadfs

of* French arms fron Syrda®e T L e

on May 15th Me. Eden. stated in the House of" Commons

“that *r:n.a.n acrodromes wore ‘in Gemman use a.nd warnod the Vichy

Governlncnt of thc conscqucnoos, poss:Lbly a somewhat tardy

o wa;rn:mg. Thc French doclarcd 'bha.t the Gonnans ha.d uscd Syrian

a:.rf‘u.olds only in forocd. landings, bt th:.s ln.e hardly deserved

.. serious cons:.dcrat:.on. ‘I'hewattacks con'l::.nued. - On May 18th
- one Glcnn Marb:u.n and thrcc Blenhcims of No. 84 Squadron from
: Ha’b'ban:.yah attacked Rayak airfiecld w:.’ch twelve 250 lb bambs,

«.which all ovcr-sho’c 'bha target, and thrcc Blenhems of Nos 84 Rt

Squa.dron attaokcd Palmyra airficld with 'bhe samc We:l.ght of
banbs, wa.th more suoacss, :ona Heelll bo:.ng seen on f:.rc and

/other

o

had’ cxpcc'bcd a.nd rcqu:.rcd. S0 urgontly, uch support being l;unltcd B
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'ﬂoth'er u.nida‘ﬁﬁ:i'.'f'iél'& ‘diroraft des"bro;sr’eg.ﬂ. At Rayak t'he Franch
openéd up \'ritrh"‘ha:év;r;{’ but inacourate anti-aircr;ft fire, The
attack was continued 'on May 19th, on that déy one Glenn Martin
and tvio Blenhe:im; of No, 81;.. Squadrﬁn attacked Pahnﬁa airfield
but the bambs overshot the terget. Five Hurricanss of No, 112
Squadron from Ram;l.eh in Palestiné’ mac;hiﬁé-gtmned Damascus air-
field on May I!.S‘th, ’sevarely damag:.ng two aircraf't,
The_need to sgﬂ ike gu:l.cklx R

"It a;pp.éars to me" siénélié'd the Chief of Staff to

- %he Cammanders-ln-ch:.ef in the M:.ddle Bast "that there is no

-

option but to improvise the 1arge st foroe you can manags w:.'bhout

Pre judice to security Western Desert a.md be prepared mova :Ln'bo

. Syria at'the earliest possible date. Whether initial operation

.- should be _mzdertai&‘éh by British troops alone as suggested in

paragraph L in General Wavellfs telegram under reference. or
whether it should -be undertaken by Anglo-French foross or even
by the Free French must be left to you." 'Air action on largest

scale dchievable without @ndangering Western Desert would

" .encourage fricndly elemént; impress local population, and might

" onable” oparations 1o be ‘undexrtaken with snaller land foroes

than would othorwise be necessary, In addition, naval action

in co~operation any advance Iha.de would have real and material
ki

effoot",

Little ocould be achieved by an aggressive air

. policy if such a poli'cy ‘was not supported by the a.rmy. The

difficulty was to obtain the amy's assent to these more

. adventurous tactios, "I feel" signalled C.A.S, "whereas the

. Air Porce and to a less extent i;'h‘éy Navy have all their units in

constant aot:.on which 1a.sh out in all da.reo’c:u.ons whenever the

chanos ocours, the Army’ tends to proceed method:.cally and

- unimaginatively along approved bext ‘book lines, thereby

/missing
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missing opportunities wha.ch can only be se:n.zedﬂ if one is prepared

" fo'ake ‘chavides, The a.my seems 'l:o rega.rd Hun infiltration into

" Byria a.nd Iraq &s &n unpleasant subjeot wh:l.ch should be ignored and

;referenoe to it by Ch:.efs of Staff :.s oons:.dered an attempt to

l

. thrust a puking irifant into the u.nm.ll:mg arms of busy meN.ee

r‘~."Poss:Lb:|.1:Lty of oonsa.dera‘ble French a.nd Arab sympa.thy in Syria e.e

A. 0. C."in"c. .
En01.38A.
2065e41s

707.’-!-1' ’
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matter was still in aeba.te when th° Br:x.t:.sh s*bruok. On 'bhat .

- valuabls’ pr:.zes which mn.ght be won by 'bold and rapid action whioch

cennot be taken by one sevvica alone",

There was a.nothar danger, wh:.oh was that :Lf we dalayed

‘too long the I‘ree French m:x.ght s'br:l.ke first and. str:.ke w:Lth :l.na.de-

<

quate forces, thus’ throw:.ng all 1nto oonfus:.on. As it was, :1.t was
a race who would open the ball "Looks as though Free French may
act first" i'eported Air Ma.rshal Tedder on May 20th, Thers were
soite “Frenchmen, as is shown in' a 1ater report from Glubb Pasha

"who preferred any Frenohman in Syr:.a to a.ny Engl:.shman and tried

to arrange dsals by which the V:Lohy Frenoh should hand over to the

de Gaullistes so as to keep us out",
Preliminary attacks '
The restlessness o:f’ 'bhe Free Frenoh had played its part

in overcoming the relucta.nce of‘ the a.rmy 'bo ao‘a. On May 26th

' Genaral Dentz was told. that the Get‘ma.ns wa.nted the ports of Beirut,

Tripoli and Iattakia, He ob,]ccted a:nd suggested instead that

| they aontent themsalves w:Lth Chekka. a por'b so S"xall that it

could hardly be called a port at all ’The use of Beirut, Tripoli

and “Lattakia 'by “the' Germans' he rcported, 'seems to me impossible

- without r:n.sk:mg gra.ve trou’bles. I suggest tho Bay of Chekka.

whore the ohances of scord oy would be grea.ter' The Germans

repliecd by :ms:n.s‘b:.ng oni the :.mmeda.atc use oi‘ La.'l:tald.a.. The

L

.somo day (May 26+th] ) ‘2 scoond attaok was del:.vored against 'Da]myra.

by Blenhoims-of No. 8L Squaaron. It ha.d. morc suocess than its
predcocssor; the’ a:.rf:.eld was rendorcd 'bcmporar:.ly unsexrvioceable

/and
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o a'bta.oked thp airficlds at DeixmczmZor, a.nd Homs on May 28th-

11,

and the barracks were bcl:.cvcd to havc becen hit and some pcoplc

-wounded, Another atta.ok on May 28th was delivercd during an
offcns:.vc rcconnamssanoc. Blcnhga.ms of No. 211 Squad.con from
” Iydda. attackcd Nerodb airficld at Aleppo on May Zli.th 27th and

| jlst, dam'xg:mg ‘puildings, -dgstroying 'l;wo a:rorai‘t on the grou.nd

ond dmagmg othéps, - Single; fa.:.qcoraft of No. 211 Squadron also

-y

- "Havc Jus'b ‘receivad: f:,rsb-hand :Lnfomat:.on" Air

Ma.rshal Tcdder s:.gnallcd on Moy - 3lst, -!’1ocatn.on bulk storcs

,,..

.........

ava.a.t:.on pctrol :.n Syria, csgpeciglly Bc:.rut. Dispersal arrange=

“me'n"cs c:‘cpéo'béd‘“l’;o'--‘bd cdmpl’é’cc',d_f;:]m.{_fg%days. Aviation petrol

Qﬁi’idusi& oré of Koy factors in: Syrian situation, Am anxious
not to lect slip this cxocellent opportunity destroying thesc |
supplics which would have vital ¢ffcot cnemy air c¢ffort in
forthcoming opcrations against Syria and incidentally on
g.bility Germans undertake sustained air operations against
Cypfus from %&n bascs if attempt made immediatc future
capturc island"-

On June 2nd, four Beaufighters of No, 252 and 272
Squadrons fram Egypt and once Maryland of No, 39 Squadrén from
Libya unsuccessfully attacked the petrol dump at Beirut, The
petrol installation at Beirut was again attacked on Hunc 4th
and Junc 6th,

"] disoussed Syria with Bingo Brown and Wilson at
Jerusalem ycstecrday" wrote A;ir Marshal Tcdder on Junc 3rd "I
think that party is laid on and have madec both No, 80 and
No., 11 Squadrons up to strength., I am afraid that No, 3 with |
their Tomahawks will not be ready for opcré.'l:ions. The
Australians very unexpectadly arc meking very hcavy weather over

the Tomahawks but I have applicd a littlc ginger which, I

‘hope, will have the nceessary cffeet", It did, and his fears

. /provcd
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. provod unnocssar:.ly pcss:l.m:.st:.c, o

R

We Icnew tha.t the Vichy:Ltcs ‘had’ very Iittle petrol and,

:.ndocd only small forocs, 'bL.t vic had’ fully ckpéoted that the

A..o..Q%'éi-n-?c. | Gc:anans woula comc to thca.r a.ss:.stanoc., “"orale and opcrat:.onall
mcl' A B
?.5._11_1_. o Valuc Fronoh A:Lr Forccs doubtful factorit: ‘reported Air Marshal

Tcddcr. "Infomat:.on at prcscnt :Lnd.:l.catcs thcy can count on
Gcrman é.ss:.sta.ncc up 'to 30 long ra.ngc i’:.ghtcrs and that German
opcrat:.onal fao:.l:.t:Lcs cxn.st in Syrlo." But the Germans,
th:.nlcmg d:.sorct:.on the bcttcr part of v.g.lour, did not aocopf a

ohallengc 'that thcy would not bc ablc ‘to mect

LI . B R . . RN
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SECTION II -

FROM THE OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN TO THE CAPTURE
US, JUNE S8TH = JUNE 2lst. .

OF DAMASCUS.

Air forces. -
The air forces available for this oampaign at
the outset werc:= |

No. 11 Bomber Squadron, Blenheins (iuwoh dépletéd both
in aircraft and crews). L SR

No. 80 Fighter Squadron, Hurricanes (re~equipping)

No. 208 Army CO-SOPeratién Squadron (1 Flight Iggrricanes)

No.'_;f R;A;A;F; Squadron, Tonshawks (re-cquipping)

X VF:'.'I..i’ghv‘c, Glediators - |

No‘. 815 Squaéfdn; Fleet A:.rl‘?mn (vased invcyp;;'us)_.

No. 8 Bomber Squadron, Blenheims, in Irag were ..
detailecl %o co-opetate in the campaign.

Bombing";per.a.tiéné' werc also ‘carried out by,Egyp‘b-
and Lib;}a—- based aircraft, which were ngt wnder the ”
coxmna.ﬁa of .the £.0.Ce Palestine and Transjordsn, . |

vaz;.)ply.basos' were Haifa and Ammen, and it was
" ordered tha'.'l':'. throughout’ the campaign the: following stocks
be maintained:: at those bages:=-

Haifa = Petrol. 'DeTsDe 230°= not less. then 3,000 gallons
: - . .."100 octane = not less than 10,000 gallons.

0ile  DeTeDe 109 = not less then 200 gellons

D.TeDe 1i72B=(Aeroball 100) = not less
o ~ than 500 gallons.

Sefwhe  Not less than 100,000 rounds mixed as
required ‘for Hurricanose .

pmen - Potvol, DJTWD, 230 - Not less than 50,000 gallons
. _ 100 ootono - Not less then 2,000 gallons.

0il.  D.TuDe 109 = Not less than 200 gallons
DeTaDs 4728 - (Aeroball 100) -
Not less than 500 gallons,

Seiwhe Not less thain 100,000 -rounds mixed es
- !required for Hurricanes.

/To

(1) For details see Appendix B.
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To the above a:l.rcraf"t were 1ater added -

Nos 260/450 F:Lghter Squadron, Hurrlca.nes o
No. 45 Bomber Squadron, Blenheiins e R
a No. 806/33 Fa.gh'l:er Squadron, Hifricdnes
,NO' 208 Army Co-operation Squadron, ~:mde up of one ° ~
Fl:u.gh'b of Lysa.nders and one Fllght oi‘ Hurrlca.nes |
Nos- 1. Bazber Sgpggjmn, gx;r;.ved too ‘1a:te for operations

¢ 0

Noe. 272 Detach.nen’c 38auf1 ghters.

°

At the 'beg:.nn:u.ng of 'bho cwlpalgn Noe. 11 Squadron had

its base landing ground at Aqu:.r. It Was‘ to. o.ct both as a
striking force age.lnst st‘ra’ccglcal t“rgets a.nd also in olose
support of the :ul:n.ta:ry. “ Noc 80 Squadron Was basod a’c Haifa
with operational.: landlng grounds a'l: Ranat Dav:.d and in Cypruss
FL,JI‘ Hurracams of this squadron were 'bo be stat:.oned at

Nicosia for the defence of Cyprus- six Hurrlcanes were detailed
to the defence of Haifa; and 'bhe rest 'bo the dofence of other
Palcstinian targ_ots_., ALl were to a.’ctaok flcc,tlng enecny targets
as opportunity offcxr red, No. J R.mmF. Squadron was '?ased on
Lyddas Nos 208 Squadron on Gaza, with operatn.ona.l laﬁdﬁ;rlg grounds
- for the Hurricanes at Haifa., Four shor'b r,.nge Hurr:x.canes of this
'squadron were to operate from Haife in close oo—oéofé‘ﬁlon with

the military suthorities, .Three long rengc Hurricanes were to

operate from hquir on strategical rccomalssenoes X Flight was

based at Amsan, with opera’bional landing ‘ground at Mafraqe This ‘ e
_':gave us & total of some 70 a.:.rcraft I.j:,. m.th some 20 I.R. By the
end o:£‘ “the canpalcrn we had 80 I.E. and 25 I.R. (@)
E /on
(1) For places of arrival of reinforcdionts, see Appendix fi -
“.v.

(2) For details of squadron strengths, see Appondix A
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The Orgam.sat:.on o:E‘ the Force.

On the outbzcak of‘ the Iruq war .u.lr V:Lco-ershal

a

Dt Alblac had becn transfcrrod from 'I:he Royal Alr Force
Connmd 1n P:zlost:.nc and Tra.ns.]ordan to that in Iraq, while
Alr Cmmodoro L+0. Brown was app01nted AeOeCo Palestlne a.nd
Transjordan. .n:Lr Cqmmodore Brovm held th1§ pos:.t:.on through-
out thc Sy:r'la.n canpalgn. | o
At the bog:mnmg of thc campalgn the followlng
.:sources of :m:f‘o:mat:l.on wore ava:n.lable-»
. (1) The Palestine Observer Screen (nanned by the
Palestlne Pola.ce Forve) compr:.s:.ng 31 posts.
(2) One complete soct:l.on of Noe ll;- W.O.Ue s compr:.s:.ng
10 posts,

B

(3) ‘The three Adr Report cen‘bres at Jerusalen,

SR
ot

. Palestine a.nd Tel Av:.v. ’
(u) The A.M.E, S..un:x.ts, Nos. 236 503 a.nd 508 in the
Ha..;a. area,
Infow“xat:.on from the AeleEaS. u.n:l.ts a.nd.O'bservers screens
was dlssem.nated by the Filter Room a.nd.Advanced L:LB.:I...SO'I:'I
.Officers. . At the beglnnmg of ’che canpa:l.gn 'bhe systen
. _worked very. s-moU '_Ly out 1t showod s:.gns of strain as the
'oanpalgn developud. ihe dli‘f:.cultles o:f' report:.ng arose
chiefly, on the one ha.nd fI‘O“‘l the cont:.nual shlftlng of
bases of operpt:.onal un:Lts a.nd fron ’che fac‘b ‘that a:.rcraft
based in Iraq, Syr:.a, prrus and Egypt were all ta.k:n.ng part
in the Syrian ocarpaign, New personnel do no’c seem to have
fully apprec:Laqed the mportmce of o'bse'r'vtl.ng report:m.g
-regu" ations. Alr Cormoaore Brovm glves soeclal praise to
the efficiency of ‘l:he A.M.E S. un:.ts at Ha:.fa.
Fron the nedical point of _v:.ew the airfields and

stations werc wellesitéd and living conditions were good. Water

/was
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was plentifuls Mosquito=ncts and other devices were
‘available:,. "0 that no. cases of malaria were reportcds

Rations were sufficieént for the ground crews, though

"+thexe were ‘some corplaints of-lack of reserve: rdtions for

“alr orewse - thl.. W .o

" The distanoce between squadron landing grounds .
and divisional headquarters made Jmpossible. personal con-
tact betweenthe Wing Commander and the Squadron Commenders
or Advenced Liaison Officers, - Direcct land-line communications
were only possible between the landing grounds and Corps
Headguarters, ‘and thence to Divisional Headquarters by
the general operatianal -linec, ' This was unsatisfectory ar;d
often congested, Therefore arrangements were made for
special W/T links between Divisional Headquarters and the
S.quadrons and also between Divisional Headquarters and the
Advonced Liaison Officerss A listening set wgs provided at
Corps Headquarters, which.could be ,used in emergenoy as a
relaying station, Signols wexe, if possible, transmitted en
clair so as to reduce delay tora minimum, -Bub, as:it.turned
out, the signals systen was tardy and»'unsatigfaqtory;;qwing
to the insufficiency of cxperienced personncl, Signals at
the begt took from 5 to 10 minutes to ,transmit, and the. code
which ' was introduced was-only:suitable for the s;'i.mpl'e.st
rnessages. Sécret méssages of any @omplé_x.ity had to be.sent
by the land-line, . @ S i

Militery forces. . oLt

.

. The nmilitary forces available wercsw=
7th Australisn Division (less.one Infantry Brigade)
5th Indian Brigade Group

A composite mechenised rcgiment of Greys and
Staffordsh:.rc Yeona.nry

c Battal:.on S. S. Br:.gade
L Free French Divisgion

Certain artillery and engincer unitse ~  Arichy

_——

~—

()
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Vichy zir forces.

The Vichy forces at-the beginning of the -campaign

WeLes e - : : L

Bomber's - Glenn Martih 167
6 Bloch 200 -
Bomber=-Transport | . L Potez 65
Fighter/Bomber/Recce 20 Po"cez 63
Single Seater Fighter -~ - 17 Moranei 406 v .
26 Dewoitine 520
Sea Recce o . 5.Loire 130 F.Bs

TOTAL 92
There were also a number of c:n.v11 'bra.nsport a:.rcraft. A
Throughout the campalgn A.x:.s la.ndlng grou.nds in
Italy and elsewhere were freely at the Vlchy dlsposal, and
a steady gtrecam of recinforcements flowed :m, partlcularly
fron Frenoh Moroccos By June 16’ch the:r strength allow:.ng

vvvvv

for casualtles, was estimated ad: -

Bombers 1. Glenn Maxt:\.n 167 f
4 Bloch 200 o
26 Leo 45
Bomber-Transport . 5 Potez 65
| | '6 Farman 222

‘ 13 Dewo:.’c:l.nes 33?
Fighte:;:/Bombcr/Reccc 17 Potez 63
gingle Seater Fighter 16 Morane 4,06

53 Dewoitine 520

Sea Recoe 5 Loire 2150 FoBe

TOTAL 159

/A%
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At the beginning of the campaign the Germans

withdrew their aircraft and persomncl, judiging them ine
sufficient to rcsist the British attack and thinking that
their oil rescrves would be in danger from our bonlbcfs._
They contented themsc lvos throughout the campaigh with

attacks on British shipping and on the naval basc at

()

Haifa from Dodecancsc basess The greator part of the
Vichy air force was based at Rayek with small forcos at - .
Damascus , Palrﬁyra, Aleppo and at the Tripoli sea-piane
bascs As the campaign progressed tho enemy tonded more -
and morc to séattér his forces to a variety of satcllite
airficldse .
It was of course one of the peculiaritics of the
campaign that it was. diffioult to know exactly what such

figurcs as thosc of his total air force would in the event

‘moan in military strengths An airecraft is an aircraft, but

it was of little usc to the cnomy if his crew were not willing
to flys, Wec had from the first hopes that there would be
considerable reluctance to fight and cven some refusal to

fight on the part of the cnemy air force. !Therc is a Birly

~ large body of opinion among French forces in Syrie, partiocular-

ly the Air Force!, wrotc Operation Instruction No. 60 of
June 6 Yagainst this close co~operation polioy of the Vichy

G-overnmen‘t with the Axis, and, whilst this body may to a large

)

extent be neutralised by certain measures of the Syr:.&m
authorities, therc is a ‘potential poss:l.bn.l:.'by of the personncl
concerned rcfusing to help the Axis-Vichy forces or even taking
steps to aid our forces!. ' It was onv the whole the former rather

than the latter prophecy which proved corrects

()

/Vichy
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Vichy Izilitarl _forccse

There is a similar difficulty in cstimating the strength
of the Vichy military:forcess Their great adv.antége over us was
that they had some 90 tanks, and we could spore no armourcd
vchicles from the Western Desert, On paper, their forces were
considerably supcrior to ours - that is to say, there were in
Syria many morc men who had reccived a French military training
than we could put into the ficld against. thems But 'l;hq figurc
had little mecaning. %hen we understend that 2 very h:Lgh pro=
portion of the French froops wore detcrmined on no. aocount to‘
risk their lives for:cither side, that somg were pro-AllJ.ed and
pro-dc Gaullc, that others were pro-Allied gnd a.nt:.—de Gaulle s

that almost all the French-treined Syrian troops cared only to

get rid of the Fronch and asked only Whioh. side's victory would

get rid of then the more guickly, it is clear t{xat ?.;.‘?}?ré. to‘pal
of nwibors could give no indication-at.all o'i; Viohy's military
strength. The reinforcements of alr crews, Vhlch had recently
arrived in Syria, had all been specially selected for thcu'
politicel sympathies, but the 'soldiers were Jp.st peqple who
happened to be left there by the Armistice - the f_rclics‘ of
General Weygand's army = their morele -elready mdemﬂne_d by
innction, corruption, exile and -the hatred of the ha.'tivg poéulation.
The nurber that was willing to. fight.ebbed and flowed from doy ,
to day with the rise and f£2ll of morale., .As'sovon os they ;.s'aw
how smell wos the force .that had been :Qsenf; against them,some of
then were cncouragéd to a vigour of resistence which was probably

as surprising to themselves &s to use.. The disg_racefu} gtate of

French morale in itself set up to some extent a counteraotion,

and mony fought bravely simply because to show couruge in whatever
cause wos, they thouglit, the only way left to v:.nd:.m.te 'bhc honour

of - French ariase /Th
e



The country of Syria,

The country of Syria may b divided imboifive unequel
axgese -, First, there is the c:oastc.l pla:.n, sccond the mountain
régions of Lebanon and An'b:.-Lebanon, th:.rd the central
. depression wh:.ch runs down froﬁ Aleppo to Lake T:Lberlas,
fourth s the large aree of thc Eastern Desort- fifth, there
is-on the southern fronticr of the country the small natural
. fortress of the Jebel Drusc. -Of thosc areas, the first con-
tains no important p.‘irfic‘eg._d‘cxccp'& Beirute The fourth and
fifth contain no airfields. ; Thercfore, the capture of the
coun'bry‘s airficlds virtually resolved itsclf into the
capturc of the sccond. and 'bhird of‘_ythese greas: that is to
say, first -of Damnscus, 'bhen of the Le'banon a:er:Lclds of
Rayak, Talia and Ballbck and thc:.r sa'bcllltes at Kuse:.r a.nd
Homs, and lastly of the Aleppo airfields.. The h:|.11y nature of
the country throughout makes :.t cloud covered until late in the
morning, even in summer time,

The Pirst advances.

Sty

There are two -lines of adva.nce aga:.nst Syrla frc;m the
soﬁth. One is the coastal road from Ha::.fa to Ben.rut the other
ig that of 'l:he railway from Trans-J orda.n to Damascus. The plan
was that on June 8th the Australians on 'bhc Z}eft flank should
advance up the coast to Beirut, the India‘ng_.s.hquld orogs' the
fronticr at the frontier étaf.ion of.‘D‘_e;'a.a. ‘and _édvap;e 1;,0 Sheikh
Meskine and '.Ezraa? sonme 30 milesrf‘g:r;fgl}er nor’bh. . Thc Freé E.‘:;c"ench
were then to ocome up, pass throggh the Indians and .p‘ush or; fo

Damascuse On the first day. of the campaign Tyre, Kunei'brg,

Sheikh Meskine and Ezrea were ceptured, and on the next day Free '

French forces capturea Kiswe, but after that the operations did

not meet with any very rapid 'succc‘ss. The morale _of' the Free
French was not good and.for a tine 11: 1ooked as if the campalgn
/might

@)

)

()



Wavell.
Despatch.
Part IT -
Seo. 92

21,
might be a prolonged onc. The opposition on tht coast
proved stiffer than inland, end the Vichy French -held
our advance at Damour, 12 miles gouth of Beirute By
June 12 on the right the Frec French had advanced to within

about ton miles of Damascus. On the left.the Australian

_right colum captured divrdjayoun and the left colam after

a very hard fight crossed the river Litani on the coast on
Junc 9. In this action a Commando from Cyprus made a -
lending on the coast, though at the cost of somowhat heavy
casualticse The Vichy French then began a scrics of
counter-attacks, They sent a colum from Denascus which
nade & turning movement by the Jebel Drusc and attacked
our lincs of communication between Damascus and Deraas

Furthor west another colum attacked the lst Royal Fusilicrs

. .at Quneitra, Another column advanced on Merdjayoun and

rocaptured it; the Australians herc having made a wide out-
flanking movement against the next French position and -

having thus left the moin road open. On the coast also there

_ was severc Pighting. In all these actions the Vichyites

usced their medium tanks offectively. The result’of these

attacks was to bring o advance to a standstille

Ficld Morshel Wavell saw that it would be necéssary to
bring in reinforcements, By the middle:of June, b7 taking
transport as it camé off the ships and issuing it dircct

to our troops,-he was able to makc one brigade of the 6th

. Division and an artillery regimeri‘t‘ mobile and to hand thom

over to General Meitland Wilson. By June 15th the liné ran
roughly Sidon = Jezzine - Rachaya El OQuada - Kiswe,:and to
ﬁhe south of thet the Vichy forces held Merdjayoun and were
coun‘te:o—attaoking at Quneitra. Damascus was en‘hored én June
21st by a fine effort of the 5th Indian-brigade under

/General
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. Need to protect thc Na.vy.

22.
Goner«l Lloyd a.nd the Free. Frcnch a.fter severe f‘:.ght:mg and

heavy oasualtles on both s:.des wh:l.le Belrut Was stn.ll untaken,

L v R A

operations WhlGh is inevitable under present oondn.tlons. I ralsoq,

Tho coastal dcfence Was assn.stcd by a Gru:.ser Squadron

()

of the Royal Navy whloh Was rc.spons:.blc for 1and:|.ng the Cormando
Battalion at tho mouth of‘ tho L:Lta.n:. river on June 8th. This

squadron was supposcd to be protootcd by a small force of Fulmar

- aircraft, but thesec d:.d not prove suff:.c:.cnt for the task. In

the first week of the ompa.lgn 3 Fulnars Were dostroyed and
2 Destroyers badly damaged. The protection of the Na.vy had to

be taken over by fighters of the Royal Mr Force and regular

.recomaissances of the whole 1ength of the Syr:l.a.n Coast had to

"be cerried out from Palestine a.nd Gyprus throu‘_hout the rest of ' ‘

the campaigne.. "I. have po:l.nted out clcarly to Wa.vell and
Cunninghan what this means" compla med Air Me.rsha.l Teddcr.

"Cunmninghan at first sa:.d that his naval opemt:.ons were only

~in support of‘ the land advanoc and if thoy werc not neoesse.:cy

oould and would bo stopped. He now however says that these are

essont:.al dut:l.es for the Navy to perforn off Be:.rut a.nd Wavell hes
consequently accepted the pos:l.tlono Tomahztwks suoccssfully dealt
with an attack by Ju. 83s on Fleet to-day md prel:m:.nazy reports

indicate four certaintics w:.thout 1oss. Th:.s is ) of coursec, yot

‘another exanple of the lack of‘ effective co-ord:.na.t:.on of oom'blnedw ~~

this point at C-in-Cs Mecting to-day but , as Wwas éxpeoted, no
solution was errived at since the Admirﬂ i_nsistea on the nocessity
:E’or him to be phys:.ca.lly w::.th his Fleet and in direct oontrol of

operat:.ons. "

0

o /Task
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Task of the R.heF.

The “task of the Royal Air Force at the beginning
oty of the canpaign was =
vt W(1) bo pro'viaé close and direct support-for the army;
{2) to maintedn'protective fighter cover for the
Flect which was cowoperating with the coastal
odvange of our troops and -restricting movenents
of Vichy shipping; . R

RelieFe MeEs (3) to attack strectegical objcctive_.s,é;:gi._\x}g}f.gt‘i_j_fq_lgﬁifji
Fortnightly

Sumory No. 16

Sects 51 (4) to bomb cnemy acrodromes to limit the activitics
| of the Vichy air forcc, "
Our forées were not then sufficieni': for it to be possible
to decentralise or to attach any of the aircraft other than
the Army Co~c'>pe-'ra.’cion aircraft to particular militery
forcess Close air support had to be arranged and provided
0;1 éach' particular occasion as préved possible, TFour Mark IV
Blonhqims of No. 11 Squadron ’w.cre allowed to provide.dircct
and closeé support to our ground forces, but this was on a
dpy~to-dey ellotient and always subject to rovision, On
~"."June 12th bombers of No. .11 Squadren bombed.gun positions
north of Kiswe, and Hurrioe.nés of Nos 80 Sguadron attacked
.M/T vehicles nearby. .thn fighter support, contrary to
original expectations, hed to be provided for'tthe naval
squadron, our resources werc scanty. Alr liaisoh-officers
‘were attached to the two Amiy Headquarters' exd it wes «thej.r
wt du.tir to report all requests for support to:iir -Headquarters.
On' June 18th thé first Australisn-Corps ‘took conmandiin
thg' field of' all» ground operations in Syris):and the air
“Tiaison ‘officer with the Damascus farde then came under Wing
Commander Cavor, the air liaison officer at First Corps

Headquarters, . . - /It
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It was a2lso necessary to scc that no reinforcements

-reached :.tt}e__.onpny by scas This 'bas}' was assiigzxed to our Cyprus-

'bascd aircrafts After an encny relnforclnc sh:.p s Le ChOVallGr

. Paul, had bccn sunlc by an aircraft of the Fleet A:.r A:m off

Cepe Gelidonya on Juné 15th/16th in the flrst weck of the

()

carpaign, the cnemy's first plan for reinforcenent by sea was

~abandoned, .

The first for‘bnlcht of the Ca.n'pa.:l.p'n.

During the first fortn:.ght of the cmlpa:.rrn ~ from

June 8th up to the oa;pture of Demascus on June 21st - our air;

.. effort was naturelly nmainly devoted to the support of the

columns advencing along the coast and up the ra:.lWay from .

- Trans=Jordenia by Hurricancs, Tomahawks ond Gladiators, and to

attacks on objectivcs in Dena’scus and Beiru’c; On the' f‘irst day
of the compaign (June 8th) Blenhe:.ms of Nos 11" Squadron, es-
corted by Hurricenes of No. 80 a.nd Tomahawks of Nos’ 3 Squadron
RelinAeFy ’ ttacked the Dai 12.50US land:n.ng ground end the Sooony
Vaouwa ot Bc:n.ru:t dainaping the :a:.rfleld 'w.nd start:l.ng a large

f:.rc ot the Nation Conpany's prem.ses m,xt door to the Vacuum
installation, But :Lnfor aation rcce:.ved n'ave rcasen to th:Lnk

that the encmy's resistance was largcly dependcnt on his

success in reoelvn.ng petrol supplics fron Turkey. “The Turkish
ChZLOf of Staff on Mey 24th had said that Turkey "remained entirely
falthful to” her all:l.ance with us but urg,ed a’bsolute necessity of (‘\

occupying Syria at once. Nevertheless, when we d:Ld come to attack

. Syria, the Turks were en'blrely w:.lln.ng to sell suppl:l.es to the

Vichy forces wh:Lch were resisting us. Therefore, in the next few
days our bombers werc reserved for attacks on such supplics,

should they come in, and on targets far behind the battle line.

()
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Of our Blenhc¢ims on Junc 8th three attzjmkc'd* ‘
Darascus end throc attacked Rayeke . On Junc 9th/10th Blonhcins
attacked Poliyra. On June 10th Blenhcdis e.ttackéd Aleppo y

\

Polnyra, Demascus and Reyak. Swordfish of Noe" 815 Fleet

Air Ar Squadron made five sortics cgainst Vichy shipping™
" 2% Beirut on the night of June 10th/1lth.” On June: llth
Blenheils agein ’attac'kcd the landing ground at Aleppoe The
" criény appcared to be making o strong stend at Kiswe, some
15 miles to the south of Demascuse Therefore, on the.
12th and 13th our bombers co-operated with our’ fighters
in attecking the gun positions therce On the night of
June 12th/ 13th Swordfish of Nos"815 Fleet Alr Arm attocked
" Vichy warships in Djounich Harbour, and on the 13th/Lith-
“nperchent ships -at»Bdiru'i:." -.But on the Uith, on-the roport
“that the cnerny was cxpecting air reinforccments. at :Aleppo, our
attock wos switched back to the landing ground there, where
one eneny aircraft was burnt out and others Janaged on the
ground., On the 16th our borbers attacked the Lebancse
airficld of ‘Reyak froi which encny aireraft had boen active
against our troops, also dencging a merchant vesscl off
Tripoli. On thet day olso 3 Blenheims borbed and mochine—
gumed enery AsFeVs at Quneitre, where the Vichy troops
werc holding up our advance; = But after’that their mpin
effort wes cgein switched back to the attack on supplies:
fror: ‘Turkey. The- ‘railwey bfidge at Ekbes was u;lsuAcoessvf‘ully
‘attacked by 3 Blenheims on:the night of the 16th/17th. Tho
landing ground ot Hous and the railwey vieduct over the Adena =
 Meppo reilway at Heredéi;c were attacked on June l7th. L
dircct hit was clained on an. énery aircraft At Hors, but

the viaduct ot Heredere wes misseds On the' next day (the -

/18th)
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18th) the Heredere bridge was agein attacked and again missed,

but 'bh_is time the roilway trc.ck was hite _A Blenhcim on that

day t..lso o.ttc.ckcd the f‘ortress at Suwe:l.da in the Jcbcl Druse

where a stand was, be:Lng nudo a.gqlnst the a&vance of our
tfoops. Pa.nphlets were droprped cnong; the 1101ghbour1ng
villa.geg. ‘}rhc;c ._-,y_mpathlc,s were still undecideds There was
also A Blenheln att 'xck on troops in ouataana vlllagc » & dozen
m.les ’co 'bhe south-west of' Da.nascus. Quataanc was agaln attacked
on the 19th, and 3 Blenhe:!.ns att'xcked W:Lthout result a Destroyer
in Bo;rut Harbour. | L
In \the first weck of the canpan.gn s up to June 15th,
out of a total of 72 mcdlun bonber sort:.es 33 were ag'u.nst
a:er:Lclds a‘b Aleppo N Palnyru, Dmn—,.scus and Rqralc. Aleppo was
attacked scven tmes by Blc,nhe:ms ox" Nos. 11 and 84 Squadrons
with 22 sortics. . H:L’cs were soorcd on runeys, .bua.ld:mgs, and
hangars; large fircs werc s’l:a:c'ted 'md other bombs fell among
~ dispersed alrcrgft. 33 sortics were na.dc ‘ppalnst petrol
installations, storcs and shipping in or ”10'1r the harbours of
Beirut and Djounieh. . ~The o’chcr six were aga:mst gun and troop
pos::.t:.ons 1n 'hhe area of Kiswe. Between June 18th and Junc 21..1:h
Blenheins of No. 11 Squadron made 15 attaCkS, nd leaco res and
Swoxdfish of Nos. 829 Squadron of Flcct Adr .[u:'n 12 on 'bhe ha.rbour
and shipping at Be:.ru’c hlts bemg ob’ca:n.ned on the jC'bthu and
on 3. sh:Lps, :.nclud:.ng a de stroyer and a su'bﬂarlne.
' _ On the 20th it was reported tha'b the eneny wa.s
evacuat:l.ng Dmnsous in the d:l.rcotlon of Zahlc mrl Be:.rut, a.nd 3
Blenhe:uls a‘tta.cked /T on tha‘b road md also "\.'t Betbr to the north
of Jezz:.no. Tho roads and ‘some 20 l/T veh:l.oles were danatcd by
’the bonbgrs. Similar attacks on thc bam..sous - Belrut road were

made on the 21st, end borbs :E‘ell on some l+0 M,/T veh:.oles w:.th

unoer’caln resultse

/ﬁ‘ightcr
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Fighter operationss

It had beon intended to use our fighters during. -
this samo period exelusively in support of our ground forcess
In thoso;opero.tions they had some success in damaging eneny
aircraf’c on the ground, but lack of incendiary armunition,
which .was at that time very shbrt throughout the whole.
I!Iiddic East; provented thenm frem doing as ruch danage -as,
night otherwisc have been possibles On June S'Eh a Hurricanc
destroyed a Morane on the ground at Estebel. On the same.
day 5 Tonehovks and 4 Hurricanes successfully machine-
gunned eneny figh’ccrs' on the airfields at Rayak. On
J u.ne 15th 7 Torishewks of Nos 3 Squadron ReiieiwsTFe nachings.;
gunned chomy M/T and LeFeVs ncar Ezraa, at the sane time
intorcopting and destroying 2 Glonn Martins. - During the
evacuation of Damascus 24 successful.mediuwm boriber sortics
were nade against cnemy positions at Quataana and M/T
vehicles oﬁ the Damascus = Beirut roads There werc a number
of con;bats with Vichy fightcers during ‘the first week .of'. |
operations as a result of which 8 enemy aircraft were
claimed as destroyed and others damé.ged , egainst a loss of
2 Gladiators. But the diseppointing performance of the
Fulmars of the Flecet A;i.r Am made necessary a diversion of
our fighter effort to the protection of tho Navy which had
not been foresecn. As & result the protection of our troops
was not wholly adequé.te, but on June 2lst, the day of the
evecuation of Damascus; our fighters claimed hits on
approxinately 34 vehicles on the road .froﬁ Damascus to

Shtema and dispersed 2 troops of ccvalry.

/Our
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Qur fighters' protection of the,-Eljggt invqls:r_,e..d .them
j.n several,comjbats. On Junc 9th 3 cneny aircraft were
clained as shot -down.and others damaged,. aga;i,nst a loss-of
- 3 Hurricancs, _‘oAneA being in.g collision with a Dewoltine ..
from;which .our pilot escaped by parachutc. On June,13th
Tonshawks and Hurricanecs claired 3 Jue- 88s destroyed and
a fourth demaged, and on Junc,15th-Hurricanes of No 80
Squadron clained a further 3 Ju. 88s probably destroyed
and a Morane danaged. On the 16th.:6 Hurric;anes of No. 80
Squadron from Agir on flect protection lwest of Saida (Sidon)
eﬁgaged 9 Jue 88s; shot down 1, and damaged 4 otherse 2:-
Yiohy fightexs.werc shot down 6ver Quataana on Jure 18th
by 5 Gladiators of X Flight, and on the 19th 5 out of 8 -
Glenn Martins 'qcre'da.maged‘ over Damasous by 6 Tonmehawks: - *
of Noe 3 Squadron Re.ielieFs

On the other-.side, '3 waves of 20 Germen aircraft

.. cach raided Haife on June 9th/10th and scored a bomb hit on

a tanker,:

()
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SECTION III, ao

. FROI{ THE CAPTURE OF Dii.SCUS.
10 THE C.PTURE OF PALIYR: JUNE 21 - JULY L

Lfter the fall of Dariescus our forces vere able to
push on into the Homs - Daa'tmscué - Beirut Jcrizfu"lgle. Qur plan
wos to dislodge the enbmy fron Beirut by noving down-on hin
in an outflanking novenent from Da::ﬁscus;, but it was found
that he was holding stréﬁgly ’v.:::es.’c of Dﬁrﬁ@gcus. Pockets of .
resistonce werc left bchi;u] furthor south in the vlaierd,jayourn
_and Jebel Drusc areas, Ther fomer of theé.e was only finally
clininated after changing honés several times on June 24.th,
- Suwcida in the Jebel Druse WS never coptured-up to the tine
of the final French surror.ider.

Habforce (so called booause its basc wos at
. Hobbaniyoh in Iraq) was, ot the same time, advencing on
Paliyra fron the Irag ffon’cier. It encountered what
is conAsidere(‘i heavy oir attacks, and requosted assistance.
Up to the foll of Daf.*aséus the Prench had & group of Potez
63 stetioned there. Alr Marshal Tedder ymfncd Adr Vice
Mershal D'/lbinc not to lend t00 ready on cer to the soldiers!
corpiaints yets It vas ofter ‘tﬁe fall of Dorwscus possible
- to provide :Lt with réstfio‘ced air assistonce, 4 fighter
‘squadron was put 1?,11dor direct control of Corps Hcﬁd@ﬂers,
operating on thewordcrs of the Alr Liaison Section. There
was provision for re-calling it if at any tine it should be
necessary to do so, After the fall of Palmyre it was also
possible to provide restricted ossistance to the Indian
Division advoneing up the Euphretes, In general, however,
the rost effcctive tactics were to attack the enemyts
airfields, At the begimning, only 'bhe.stanese airf‘icids
wp to Boalbek could be reached, but after the capture of
Damscus aiﬁields as f‘ar nortﬁ as Homn to the north of
Homs and aftcr the capture of Palnyre all Syrisn pirficlds

/wera
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were within renge,

Bombing attocks.

ffter‘“%i:x_\“e @p’curéof Demn scus there wes o somewhat lorger
number of aircreft cveiloble then at the beginning of the
carpaign. . There werc then 1'8 of ‘No, 11 Squadron, 8 of No,80
Squadron, 8 of No,3 R,:s.i:Fe Squadron, 4 Hurricanes ond L

Lysandcrs of No, 208 Squadron and 2 Lysanders of X Flight, On

- June 23rd, No,45 Squadron of Blenhcins and 260/L450 of Hurricones

and 2 Fleet Adr Lmm Flights. of No,806/33 of Hurricanes all 1:1ovéd

- to airfields in Poliyyray and on the sane dote Wellingtons in the

Canal Zoné begon their ovtocks on Syrian cirfields, It wes

- . .thought possible to detach the aircreft of Nue¢d ReliedieFe

Squadron to the support of the ground forces advoncing cgninst
Beirut olong the coast, ond of X Flight to thet of Habforce
advencing on Peliyra, - But the greater port of our air forces

were ordered to prevént the arrival of scaborne reinforcenients

ot Tripoli fromi. Salonikn, ' Bombing attocks were hovever also

* imnde in direct support of treop operations,

© ~Eleven bomber atincks were iihde on Suweids in the Jebel

* Druse on June 23rd dnd: 2ith by Blenheins of 45 Séluadron, and

Blenheins of ‘45 and- 11 Squadrons dgoein aottacked it on June 30th
and July 1st end 2nd, and delivercd.a finel attock on July 14th,
the ove of the French cepitulotion, : Our attacks wore handicapped.
by strict instructions-to confine their to the :Citddel and Cité
Militaire, . The Druses.had little syrpothy with the French and
it wos, thercfore, politically undesirable to offcnd thém.

The least: fortunate of.our boubing attacks werc on June 14th,
18th and 19th on four villages in the Kiswe area fron vhich the
French hed withdrown nna vhere thére worc no military objéctives
wheatsocver, The raids werc by Blenhcims of No.11 Squadron,
Twenty~onc people were killed in-these attacks and there were
other casunlties, and consideroble dawnge, The raids had been
rcquested by the army, of course,-under the irpression that the

villages were occupicd by the-cnery., It was not until aftcer the

surrender, thot this irpression wes discovered to have been erroncous,

()
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| on Junc 27th, 13 :Blcz_nhciﬂ.s of 11 and 45 'St'_'_uftt-!.l"i}i":s‘..
boﬁbéd and nachine-gumed 1\1/ T colurns ond gunj i)ésitiOns
Jilst outside Dumnscus, but with iﬁcon‘clu'sivo rcsults.
‘There-vere sortics against l"m].rvm (b;zr“tl.“c‘)ma’].nawk tiphters on
.the ‘2 th and 261:h. On the 96'bh, L Blc,nhc:l.ns of 11
| g ‘Squ;),dron attgoked fuel dunps at Telknle k.h north~east

of Tm.pol:., ond set thcn on f:l.re. Blénhein bombers

..of 45 and 11 Squadrons. mde 17 sortlos against thc

- barracks ot Paloyre on the 28th and 29th, thc:.r Tonaha\.k ' j

© . escort, of No.3 .I.\..v-.A.F. bqundron shooting dowvn 6 V:Lchy Glonn

-Martins, .- Blenhein bombers 2 ga:.n attackod ’che s‘bores and ,

Loq i

barracks there on June 29th and SOth "nd July 1st. F:Lgh'bers
attacked: the 'l:own on July 2nde Thcrc WS 2 s:m:.lar recorc'l
of atitacks on Beirut and on the troop pos::.t:.ons south of

“« -

Bedrut. and between Beirut and Darmscus,

. :8ea reinforcenents.

But the na:.n 1ssue wes, \.‘hc,th(..r thc V:Lchy forces x,ould
" succeed in. :Lni.roduc:m' rclm. orcononts. Thc:Lr :E‘:Lrst hope
bad been to br:.nu ‘th‘“l 1n. ’chrou s} Turkcy but thc Turks
pronising at that ’clne & pol:.cv of SO le‘ihau 1ndeterxumte

i

neutrality, were 1'111111{, to scll b'lck to tho I‘renoh “the
“petrol which the French ht ad solcl to tne n in the day‘s,'before
their collapse but were not m.ll:n.ng ‘bo '~llom troopo to pass
Lhrouwh Turkey to Syrm  _ Photo mphlc reconnaissances on
June 22nd showed Vichy Destrovors in Bcnut H"z.roour,'“and
Blenhein bombers atiacked then on th’lt d y, bodly damf-:l.ng
a destroyer and h:].tunr- o e *ch'lnt vosseI. On the 2hth
it was I‘C‘pOI'uud 'thc t there Vs further oh:n.pp:.nb in the
harbour, and o so;.uuhc t .anfxuc ual "‘tuack WO nde on the
jetty by en a:.rc:mft of the Floet Air s, | On the 26%h

. enery n'w"ml forces were st::.ll ropor’ccd in Belrut H'irbour.

. The Fleet AMr Am ’cheroforo u.ndcrtook ’chreu sortles against
them, ‘and. 12 fighter sort:._es proteo’cod our naval f‘orces
retuming to Hoife after o night operation, O e 27t

' our ships comacnced their bombardment if Demour Hetrbour, and
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11 f‘i[r,‘tifér sorties were flovn in protection of them, L Fleet fiir

Am sbrtie olso attocked Beirut Horbour, — Our Hurricones aghin

flew in"iarotcction 'of. thd Fleet at Damour on the 28th and 29th,

(3

accept the Turkish refusal to allow our reinforcenents to recch

Attacks on Béirut were not entirely confined to the harbour,
Four Blenhcins of No,11 Squadron attacked Beirut on. the 29th,
obteining 12 direct hits on the Residency, = General Dentz
7as not in it et the time, As for Beirut, wrote iAiJf‘ Marshal
Tedder, "I felt that the mornl effect of our intermittent
borbing of the port would be very limited so long as
the Vichy thought we were being the perfect gentleman, Hence
the fr:.i;,.ghtfulne'ss on the Residency (which was Dentz's Headw
quarters) which is on ‘the ether side of thé tovm, I sow the
Cormending Officer of N6, 11-Squadron before and. told hin Tno wonen
and children!, I?1l enclose copies of the photos since it is |
onc of the best bits of bombing I!ve s,éen, .. There wore sixteen
250 1bs, in tho salvo', |

~on“the night of “the 29th/30th heavy boubers attacked
agoainst Beiﬁi’c fron the Canal Zone and 5 Wellingtons of No,37
Squadro'n'obt'ained direct"hits on the Northemn Mole,.ond storted
enll fires, On July 1st the Vichy authoritics, corpelled to
Syria through Turkej, ’noﬁ"hoped to receive then by sea fron
Salonika.' Vichy i)estroyers left Beirut to escort these ro-

inforcements, Loire 130 Flying Boets bosed on Tripoli woro

" detailed to shodow our Fleot,  In reply, our bombers with the

oxception of 4 Blenhcins which went to Suweids stood by to
attack Vich'& shippinge

Swpwnry of Operations,

In 011, ' 38 nodiir “Borber sorties werc mde agninst air-
fields thrgets By Blenheins of Nos.11 and 45 Squadrons fron
Palostine in the fortnight from June 16th to 29th, principally
against Peliyre and Royak, the latter of which wos attecked
eleven times, Six sorf;ies ‘were 1nde a’gé‘ninst beir—-ez—-Zor
airfield by Blenheins of No.8L ‘Squadron fron Imq. on June

26th, 411 boribs fell on the terger, and fires were started,

@)
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In_the period from June 1 5th omverds we had carried out 125
nediun bonmber and 5 hea'\;y borber sorties in all, Turing

the sane period our fighters delivered over 1CO low flying
attacks on adrfields and M/T in addition to mointaining
standing patrols for our troops and H,14, ships, Sixty

seven fighter sorties were node agningt airfields s 31 by
Hurricanes of Nose208 and 260, and Tomehowks of Nog3 Radie fe By
Squadron attacked the oirfield ot Queseir destroying 5 |
Glenn Mprtins on the ground end 3 in combot, Eight Tomos
hawks of the sane squadron destrojgd L and daanged 6

Moranes at Honé airfield on June 26th, and also machine~gunned
ond domnged o mumber of M/T north-east of Queneitra, On
June 16th and 17th Torvhavks of the seie squadron nade twelve
offensive sorties agninst ¥/T concentrotions, Eneny cavalry
and N/ T on the Damnscus = Boirut roed were successfully attocked
on the 20th ond 21st by 15 Tormrhovks, ond on the 22nd by 6
Hurricanes of No.80 Squadron,  Consideroble demege wes done
to the wvehicles, In all these operations we lost 2 Hurricanes,
and 5 Tomnhavks suffered slight demage, On the 23rd, over
Palmyra, Tomnhowks shot down 3 Potez 63s out of 4 and sct the
fourth on fire, On the 28th, 8 Hurricores shot down in

flomes 6 Vichy Glemn iortins which were bonbing our troops at

Palnyre,
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- SECTION IV

N e Lo SO

: FROM THE FALL op vami ‘I’O THE

i ‘VICHY SURRENDER JULYl;-- 120

'Powaxds "i;he end of J une Fn.eld Me.rshal Wavell was

s able to make use of troops fror Iraq aga.lnst Syr:i.a. Two

br:.gades ‘of General Qulnan s force noved fron Baghdad up the
Euphrates by nbu Kcnal and De:.r—ez—Zor torwa.rds nleppo, while

Habforce Wes mov:.ng ‘across the desert towards Palmyra and Homs,

" The Free French advanced north from Pelmyra towards Homs, while

"“the &th Division, of which two brigades were now ready, moved

north-west fraa Damascus towards Royake  The 7th Austral‘ian

";"'«‘Divisim 7ich had advanced to- oolda prepared to assault the

1&0'17 refiaining ‘Ilc,hy pos1t:|.on cover:.ng Be:l.rut and Damczur.

On J Ul.V 4th Palmyra fellyt . .On *;t.he.i.,;:l.s_.ic.:. JHIY;f-'QhE.

- 10th Indian D:LVls:.'on .ha.d..crozssed the Irag~Syrian frontier at

“fbu hmal w1th the intention .of advanc:l.ng rlght up the o

Euphrates to .ileppo, At the some time s since the enemy were
holdlng strongly west of Danascus s :Lt Was decs.ded to re-open
the attack on then on the coastal road south of Be:.rut. ~ The

R.A.F. Was a.ble to give support - *&o th:.s operatlon. . On July

'6th it was found possible to détach a bomber and a f:.ghter

.squadron and place then under the c‘[n.rcct control of‘ the 7th

Australian Division in its qdva.nce on Be;rut. But there was

no landing ground hear Divisional Headquarters at Saids.. . The

" Bomber squadron had, therefore, to operate fram Mugehilia,. a

landing  ground 65 miles from Divisional Headquarters, and.the

- 'fighters from Roshpina, 40 miles away, They were controlled
by W/T Vdirect' from the Air liaisonf Section at Dvi_vis.iona,'l.»
' .;""Heariquorters with' an ol{;ernative telephone line from Corps
i "Headquorters.-' Thi's"nethod ‘of.-"ccnmunication wos not found

«—wholly sat:.si‘actory, as, if a. hlgh grade’ cypher was used there

was delay in (kcod:l.ng,‘and Af it was not used there Was

insufficient security.

/Attacks



Attacks on Beirut A

But in acc,;ordance w1th our general strategy the
najor a:l.r effort wa.s:ﬂirected, not aga:n.nst the enemy's front line,
but aga;.nst his shipping and airfields beh:mﬁ the front l:.pe.
'Beirt.:lt.{ Wés attacked every night from June 30th to July 9th., The
most sy.c;cessful atta.ck was that by 3 Wellingtons of Nos33 Squadi'on on
thé; m.ght of July 4th/5th, which caused many large explosions and
fires iﬂ t'he fuel depoty  On the 7th/Bth three Wellingtons of
the seme squadron énd thfee of No.'70 scored direct hits on fuel
tanks, and started a fire Whj.gh Wwas visible for eighty miles,
The harbour and shipping et Tripoli were abtacked on July 4th end
8th by a total of eleven Biemeims of No,11 Sd\;{g@ron. They
failed to hit .merchanf shipping, a 1medium sized tanker and the
railway, but in the ra:den July 8th hit two We;ghouses; One
Blenheim iater cré.shed on landing but the crew were saved,

Surnary Qf' bomber a.r_ld fighter effort

In all, 33 heavy bomber sorties were flown againét-
docks ‘and harbours of Beirut, and 11 medium bomber -sbrties
apa:.nst the ammunition dump at Hamma in the last f‘ortn:.ght of
the campaigne Twelve Blenheims of No.45 Squadron, escorted by .
7 Tanahawks of Noo 3 Sql;}adron Roldii T, . attacked Hamma on July
10th, Hits on ’:'athunition durps caused violent explosions
lasfing fox; more than thirty minutcs and completely destroyed the
ma:.n bomb and ammnition‘.stock of the Vichy Aldr Force. TFive
Dewoitines attécked the Bi@nheims from below and shot down 2 of
them, but three of the crew escaped by parachute. A third
Blenhein nade a forced.la.nding behind the enemy lines, and a
fourth crashed on returning to base. The escorting Tanahawks
shot down all 5 of the Dewoitines W11:hout loss to themselves.

In the last fortn:.ght of the campaign our fighters flew
nore than 300 offensive sort:.es, destroy:.ng 8 Vichy aireraft in
combat and 23 on the .grounds, Qf the latter, 9 were destroyed at
Aleppo, 7 at Hemma, 3 at Talia and 2 each at Baalbek and Rayek sirfields,

/Seven
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. Seven“seaplanes were also damaged at Trii:ol:il and other aircraft
elsewhere, At Aleppo, on July lst, one Bieﬁﬁém of 8L
Squadron’ attacked aircraft on the satellite land:.ng ground,

“damaging 6 Blochs and setting fi:i‘é .to' another- 3. On the 9th,
‘10 Hurricanes of 4.50/260 Squodron -macli-igefgunned 6 Potez 63s,

3 biplane fi}zhters: and 2. large biplane transports. One of the
transports anl one of the .Po‘:—ez were completely burnt out,

At ileppo, dirze ond Faa landine =oowndé one large three-engined
aircraft, ~r: :co 4h. vad onc Potez 63 were destroyed and eight
other aireraft deamaged by 6 Tanahawks oF Now 2 RefehsF, Squadron
on July 1ltim  One Dewoitine, whick attempted to intercept,
was shot dovme . Five attocks:were macz on Eaal'be-k airfield
between June 30th and July 10ths = Pesrol dumps were explodeds
Twelve Vichy- aircraft were damaged ani 2 Potez 63s destroyed, -
Airfield buildings and artillery Aemplacemehts were mechine-gunned,
and two ténks' and twenty M/‘I‘ vehicles. dgas{ci'oyed on the roadt:
between Dimas end Beirut by Hurricanés of '450/2:60 Squadron
and Tamshawks of NOw3 ReieisePe Squ@.d:’.‘o.no". 'T‘hls last squadron;_' .
‘made 25 sorties on July 9th against r::Ll:Ltary S*bjeciiyes sdut'};
and southeast -of Beirut in support cf cur fofcés which were
turning the Damour line. An =mmunition dump was texploded: ‘ne‘a;'_'
Demour, and three goods trains anc a awber of ¥/ vehicles were
heavily machins-gunneds On July ;Otli,' aircreft of the same
squadron made twenty sorties _ag.a;i.nstl Talia 7and.. ﬁana alxrfields
and M/T in that area. 2 Leo 4Bs were destroyed on the ground,
6 damaged, and a further 3 unidentified aircraft. were Camaged at
Taliase 25 vehicles were sew}ere_ly da:iag-;d on the roads, On the
same day 7 Hurricanes of 80 ZSquadron machinz-gunned Talia and
Rayak eirfields, one unidentified aircraft being destroysd on the
ground and 10 others damageds. As the enemy air 'f:orce was by
now -almost destroyed, there were few combats in the air, The
enemy lost 8 Sircraft in such combats as there Were and we lost
1k, hi*q;ghshn_'.ng on return from operationse-- Our"l-es“ses were

ey
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mainly from ground fires OnJ uly lst one Hurricane of
N0, 127 Squadron engaged and denaged 2 Dewoitines, znd on
July 3rd 2 Hurricanes of the saﬁe squadron were shot down

over Deir-ez-ZoT by 2 Bloch bambers escorted by 5 fighters.

CAlr support to the. Indien Division

There was considersble confusion about the air
support that could be given to the Indién Division advancing
on Aleppo, Since it came from Iraq ancl ﬁot from
Palestine or Transjordan it wos the duty of the Iraq Caamand
ra.ther than the Palestine Cammand to prov:l.de it with air
support. Alr Vice-Marshal D!;ilbisc pleaded "that he was quite
unable to provide the air support our columns should have
even for their own sa:f'cty; I have at pr;’.sent"at ny
disposal 127 squdron, equipped with 2 Hurr:t.canes ’

4 Glediators (th:Ls squadron has recently been formed
from Noe 9 F.T.’S. W:Lth piluts quite u.ntralned in modern

werfare)s 89 Squadron with 4 Blenheims", He

_complamed that "these operations were ordered, I

understand, by M:Llpall and. dec:.dcd upon W:Lthout prior

. reference to me", iir Marshal Tedder sympathised

with hin in his camplaint,

Attackson e neny b ases

ZWhile the Australians were preparing and
delivering their final assault on the Vichy positions
at Dg;noﬁi‘, the R,A.F, continued with its policy of
bu;ﬁbing cauunication centres behind the lines. The
railway sta.téi.on and track é.t Aleppo \;Jere attacked
on thne nighi;'su of 71:,h/8th 8th/9th and 10th/11th by
10 Welln.ngtons of Nos.}?, _38 and 11,.8 Squa.drons.
Blenhe:.ms of No. 11 Squa.dron attacked railway s:l.d:mgs
and warehouses at Rayak on the 9th and llthﬁ, hitting
a level crossing and doing other damageal‘ |

oo
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The radio station at Soffe_‘was dainaged by 20 Blenheinms of No,45
Squedron on July 8the at jﬂeppé‘the ie.nding érou.nd‘ and . -
dispersed aircraft were bambed by 15 heavy and 10 medium ;
borbers in a serics of day andnight attacks b&' Wellingtons of
37, 38, 70 ond 148 squedrons and Blenheims of 8l On the
night of July 5th/6th hoavy explosions were caused 1n the
hanigars thére, and three enenmy aimrai't were destroyed. .’ On

the night of J uiy 7th/8th, Wellingtons of 70 'Squadron attacked
Nasuda satellite lénding ground destroyed ‘three enem& aircraft

on the grou.nd and danaging two others, Enemy f:l.ghters tried

© to 1ntercept our bonbers, and in the combat one was destroyed,

€

one probably destroyed, and one damaged. © A Well:.rlgtop crashed |
on lénding, In thé atteck on Hema on July 4th, 6 Blenheims of
Nowk5 Squedrom dropped 6,000 tons HeE bombs, starting Fires and
destroying 2 Vichy aiicraft. - Palmyra an.rf:.eld, ba.rracks .end
stores were basbed on June )Oth o.nd J uly lst by 10 Blenhems of .
NO«45 Squadron ir each' raid.

On J uly llth the eve of the V:Lchy surrender there was also
8 further attack on’ Suwe:z.da by Blenhe:ms of Nose45 and 11 '
Squadrons. In’ th:n.s ‘attack we dropped panphlets and then, when
the people rushed to pick then up, follcwed themn with a
farewell bor.1b which killed ‘tWO persons, a dn.splay of high
spirits that was of course "in direct defiance of instructions.
This gave a very unfavourable :mpress:.on.

But the battle-line itself wes not neglected. The

"Vichy forces had retired to well-prepared defences behind the

Damour River, twelve miles south of Beirut, On July 6th 11

Blenheins of 45, escorted by 3-Tomahawks o'fv"A:No.B, ReheinF.

Squadron, attacked the bridge at Damour, and 12 Blenheims

of the same squadron again attacked it on'July 8th., On July Sth

Imperial “troops , Suppertedby mnaval bomberdment and by our
- . /bombers |
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bambers and fighters, out-flanked and captured this

line, On the same day, c§1umns of our troops reached
Homs and thus threatened Beirut from the north—east. - OQur
forces advancing from Iraq up the Euphrates, captured
Deir-ez=Zor and were cdvancing on Raqqa with the intention
of attacking ileppos  Other forces advanced vvestwﬁrds fron
4Palmyr:» after its capture on Jul& Z{-th; ~end these f‘orces
succeeded in linkixig up with our nain forces at Qafytain

in the Demascus area, and'vj'oining in the attack oﬁ'HEms'.'

By July 9th the VICI'U' Comnonder still had. 24,000 troops under
hn.s cammand, but his air forc; was a.ln%t entirely
destroyed, and whén h::.s naVal support and hope. of rein=-

:E‘orcement by sea also ven:.shcd he _surrendered,

Adr aotlvzl.ty in closing weeks of Compaigzn

o During July the V:.chy forces were. threatened

in Be:.rﬁt » Rayek, Homs, Tr11_3011 and Aleppo, and our

offensive activity wes intense, By July 10th we had destroyed
or dc;magvedv four-fifths of the opposing air forces

228 heavy and medium bambet sorties werc flown during this
clos:.ng period by, ios. 815, 826 ‘and 829 Pleet Alr Am,

52 aga:.nst alrf:.elds at ,Lleppo, Hamma, and Palayras At
‘,,leppo the landing ground and dispersed aircraft were

bombed by 15 heavy -and 10 mc.dn.un bombers in a series of d.,y
a.nd n:.ght attacks bix Well:.ngtons of 37 s 38, 70 and 148
Squadrons, and Blenheims of 84  On the night of July 5th/6th
heavy ex.pl'..'Jsions were caused in. tl*;é hangars there, and three
eneny eircraf't were destroyed, On the night of‘A July

7th/8th Welllngtons of 70 Squadron a‘ctucked Nasuda satelllte
landing gruu.nd destroying three eneny aireraft on the ground
and damaging two otherss - Enemy flghters tried to intercept
our bombers, and in the combat one was destroyed, one probably

destroyed and one damegeds 4 Wellington crashed on landing, -

/In
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In the attack on Hama on July Lth 6 Blenheims of 45 Squadron
dropped 6 OOO lbs.  HeEa,. Sta.rt:mg f:.res a.nd destroying two
Vichy c.lI‘CI‘aft. qumyra alrfleld, barracks and stores were

bombed on June 30th and’ July lst by ten Blenhe:uns of 45

"'Squ&dron in each ra:.d. Over three hundred f:.g.hter sorties were

also made by Hurrmanes of Los.80 127 and 450/260 fighter

" Blenheins ‘of 84 (fron Iraq) ) Tomawhawks of Now3 ResdoduFoond

Beauflghters of 272.

Failuré of enegy s hopes of sca. re:.nf‘orccncnt

Thc cnemy's one hopc luy in re:.nf‘orcement by sea..

‘Our mein air effort hud been d:.rected to prevent:l.ng this.

Relat:v.ons ‘between the R.A.F. and the Havy were f'r:Lendly,

B though not untrou'blecl by unfortunate m:!.stakes. © "King who has

the cruiser squadron operating off Syria", wrote ALir Marshal
Tedder "came into JerusJen to sce me., Very enthus:.ast:.o about
the good co—operatlon w1th 80 Squadron HurI'lCa.nes with whom they
chat by RAT llke real buddies, Whether he will be S0

enthisiastic since a:cmed Blenhe:_n recco retorted to naval f,ile

© with a load of borbs (fortunately m.ss:.ng) remains to be seene

We've suffered a good deal II‘OT.‘l naval Ao e la:bely (not that one
can blame then for being pretty light on the trlgger) eveee"
Twenty’-seven fighter sort:.es were flovm in fleet

protection‘, end six Tomehowks a.ttackcd flying-boats off Tripoli

.on July 2nd., The Vichy Destroyers, vhich had sailed from Beirut

-t0 escort the reinforcements caming from Salonika, were not

located, but two flying-boots were dmiageds On July 3rd two
Blenheims of No,11 attmckea end rmissed what was thought to be

a light cruiser but turned out to be a coa.ster, in Chekka Be.y.

A Swordfish of No. 829 Fleet Air prm torpedoed a V:.chy yacht
in.Castel Rosso harbour. Five Blenhelms of No, 11 attacked
merchant sh:Lpp:Lng in Tripoli ha.rbour on July 1+th W:Lth 7 x 500 1b.
bambs, 4 portion of the convoy, with an escort of Destroyers,
was observed in the Bay of Adalia Keurfezi on July 4th and

» | /attacked
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attacked by Albacores of No. 826 Fleet Lir im f‘ron

Cyprus and succeeded :.n s:.nk:n.ng the Troopsh:l.p St. D:Ldler.

Twentybone f:l.ghter sort:.es were f‘lown that do.y 1n Fleet
protect:.on and twenty on July 5th. On J uly 6th e strong
atta.clx aga:.nst our naval foroos off‘ the Syrian coast

J

developed from Rhodes. S:thy-sevcn sortlcs on Fleet ‘ | r~
protect:.on were flown on th-.l.'t day. | Twelve were flown on =
July 7th. Tr1p011 harbour wes uttacked on J uly 8th. |

Beau:f‘:.ghters of No, 272 Squadron operat:.ng from
Cyprus attacked sh:.pp:.ng in the Eastcrn Hud:.terranean on

July 5th, 6th 7th and 10th. Ca:l.ques were attacked by

Bco.ui‘:.ghters with nachlne-gun md cannon f:Lre on July 5th

and 6th, and on July 6th a Beauf:.ghter severely damaged with

cannon aﬁerc.hant vessel of 2, OOO tons ten miles cast of
Rhodes. On July 7th two attacks by Bea.uf:.ghters (two in
each attack) sevezely d.,maged seven seaplancs at Trlpol:l.,
and on J uly 10th a two-masted sh:Lp carrying stores was
sunk by Beu.uf‘lghter cannon flre bctweon Rhodes and Castel
Rossoa Patrols in dcfencc of our sh:.ps off the Syr:n.an coast were
flown throughout -the period by Hurr:.ca.ncs of 80, 24.50/260
and 806/33 squadrons. on July 7th Hurr:.canes of 80 Squadron
destroyed JU.88 uttenptlng an att;.ch on H.M. ships.
Reconng:l.sse.nces to prevent sea‘oorne re:.nf'oroenents were
carried out by Swordfish of 230, Beau:f:.ghters of 272, Blenheims : -~
of 203 and Merylands of 39, In the course of these , three
Blenheims on July- 11th neorly missed with 4 x 250 ib SsA.Ps
bambs an wiidentified submorine in the Scarpanto - Rhodes -
Cyprus orea. . F

By the 10th the m.thdrawal to the north-west of
V:.chy forces showed thet they Were beg:.nnn.ng to lose hope
of these seaborne re:.nforcements s and on that day the f:.nal
sh:n.pp:.ng attack was nade by a Blenhe:.m of 203 fron Egypt,

/which .



which obtalncd near misscs on a 2,000 ton vessel. On July
12th, hope being finally sbandoned, the Vichy forces capitulateds

The encny effort

Except for a few raids on Haifa, notably one by
‘Rhodes-based JU. 88.; on June:25'bh in which one Glenn Martin and
one JU.88 werc shot down, the enemy did not attempt any
counter-attacks against Palestine, There .were a few low flying
machine-gun ond baabing attacks on our troops in Syria, which
cost the. eneny a number of casualtiese On July 1st/2nd
unidentified aircraft bombed Latrum in Palestine, dameging the
water pipe line, Two hj.ts on a prisoner-of-war cenp caused
casualties oimong the prisoners. Haifa was again bombed by.5
Vichy aircraft, of which one Glenn liartin was shot down by
anti=aircraft fire, on the night of July 2nd/3rd; only ciﬁlian
denage was causeds,  Alreraft, believed to be JU.88s, also attacked
Haifa on July 6th/7th, starting a fire in the oil refinery which
wes soon under controle Daylight attacks were also made on -
Nicosia alrfield and Famagusta Harbour in Cyprus on July 2nd,
4th, 5th, 6th and 7th by Germon and Italian aircraft, including
JU.88s, torpedo ca'.rryiﬁg Se79s ond S.84s. Several soldiers
were killed or woundeds Little damage was doﬁe s but at’
Nicoéia one Albacore and oné Hurricane were destroyed on the
ground and six other aircroft danaged, On July 2nd eight -
unidentificl tircraft dropped fifty bombs on Akheila, south-east

of Paphos, without causing serious danages
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SECTION V

. - FEMTURES OF THE CAHPAIGN -.

The campaign Wwas, in comparison with many of this
war, & minor one,  Yet, even so, it was able to reveal
certain deficiencies and to teach certain lessons. So far

from being, as is sometimes thought, a campaign in which

Wavell : | B o
Despateh victory was inevitable, we must,” thought Field Marshal
Part IIT S : .

3cce9he Wavell, be considered fortunc.te in achieving victory with

-

forces that were really insufficient for their task,

Alr reid reporting -

Thc’machinery of inforna‘t';i.on » comprising the

| Pa;lestine Observer Scrcen, manncd by the Palcé’qiﬁé Police
Forces , ond the throe Air Repors Centres at Jerusalen,
Jalfa and Tcl Lviv, proved most édcquatc'and efficient

in the first days of the ca.mpaign,;‘l'a,ut_‘ ;J.qtor , With the
arrival of new squadrons, the extonsion of operations and
the cohtinﬁa.l moverdeht"of operational units,v reporting fell
into some confusion, Things worc alsc made morc difficult
»asAra.clio identification was only fitted to a fow of the
aircraft operating.

Tcochnical defects. in aircraft

Hany of the Loclhecd hydraulic pumps on Hurricancs
beéa.mc unserviceable owing to tawarfl in the hydrz:.ulic'
. pipc line; Several oil temperature gauges Mork TA in both ¢
Hurrioancs and Blenheims foiled. Some of tho undercarriage

retracting armg bn Tomahawks bent.

Sﬁpﬁiy difficultics
 There was a cortain lack of co~ordination
bctwcéici the air and administrative branches. The main
railvey finishes at Haifa and a narrow gauge line runs
thence nortlwards to Beirut. All supplies had therefore
to be unloaded and reloaded at Heifa. There was often a
consiclorablé zb‘ottlencc}: in this process and two instances
.

of petrosl and ammunition not being loaded on to their

/right
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right tro.:.ns e.t all. As mcntioncd the Tomahawks suffered

from 2. 1acIc of 1noend::.a:c:y azmnun:n.tlon. R/T communication

.bgtweeh "'bombcrs o.nd fighters was lackiz}g.

Reconnedissande and Army Co-opcration work

In a gcnoral summary of ’che air opcrations of the

~campaign it vas conoldcred that the reconna:.ssa.nce and army.

co-operation work, :.n Spite of the small number of aircraft ~—r
available, was, on thc wholc R successful. The demands of
the army, rcpor’ccd 0.C. No. 208 Squadron were "except For one

short period never excessive, though many werce quite

unnecessary™. The abscnce of Vichy reserves made it possible
to.concentrate reconnaissance on the front line and
facilitated the work.

Bombing at tacks

Thé','bomb'j:.ng attg.qks on pctrol dumps were
recasonably successful, a.bout 280 fons of pctrol and oil
bclng; destroycd by five tons of H.E, and :anend_'l.ary bombs, ,
in 10 Blcnheim sor'L:Los. Attacks on ammunition dumps were
less successful,” Somc damage was dont ab Hammana. but even
tﬁere, vhere 50 per cent of thc buildings were affected by
our bormbs, only 3.5 per cent of the annmum.tlon dumps Were

destroyed. At Ta 11'1 , wherc .most of the shc,lls and -

 ammunition were stored in ordinary’ galvanlsed iron sheds,

owr bombs were much more cffoctive. The attacks on airfields
wéfé disappointingQ" 43,000 Ibs of H.Ts and 3,800 Ibs of . —
:mcend.l ories only destroyed five aircraft at m the 250
G.Ps uscd proving incffective and clon.ng3 little dam'.lgc cxcept
whun they C:X.'Pl()dbd C'.ctually 1ns:s.cle a building. A% PaL]Jnyxfa :
twelve incendiorics’ penctrated the roof of the main hangaxr
but did not touch any pert of any of .the zireraft there,

One penetrated the top and bottom plane of an alx-craf‘t and - .
burnt 1tself' out there w:.thout even s:.nge:.no the aircraft,

In Beirut, which was ‘the main torget of. owr bombs , ﬁe~

1
/seriously
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seriously dnmcged in all about fifty houses, killed about
sixty-four people and wounded onc hundred and eight,
There were complaints of the low stondard of bombing of
new aircrcws.‘ '

Fighter attacks on airficlds

On the othcr hand the outstanding success of the
campaign was that of fighter attucks on aireraft on the
ground. Fron lhb sortiecs, 81 by Hurricones and 59 by
Tomah&wks,.it was claimed ot the time that 36 aircraft
were destroyed and another 107 damcged. After the
armistice, inspcction of the ground showed 55 destroyed
or irreparable Vichy aircraft. #The Tomahawks", reported
Air Harshel Tedder, "have been doing some really good
work in shooting up Vichy aircrcft on the ground and
surprisingly, considering they hawve no incendicries,
setting them on fire. I think a very considerable
porcentage of the Frogs have been disposed of in this woy™.
The cxtreme weakness of the cnemy's anti-aircr&ft.defcnccs
is shown by the fact that in all these attacks on grounded
adreraft none of our airecraft werce destroyed and only three

were domnged'. There is little doubt that these attacks

on airficlds werc of morc valuc to the ground forccs thon

attacks on E/T vehicles on roads or imucdiately on the
cnery's battle line., Quite opart from the number of cnemy
cireralt destroyed, the effect of thesc attacks was to
compci him to basc his aircraft far back bechind the battle
linc. Closc support work was complicated by the
carclessncess of the troops in displeying their identifica-
tion strips. These attacks could, of course, hawve been
heavicr and yet more successful, had it not been for the

unforescen demonds for protection of navel shipping.
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ORDER OF BATTLE H.Q. PALESTINE & TRANSJORDAN APPEI\]DiX A
T ; ] : ; - 1
UNIT ; LOCATION| ATRCRAFT LE.|I.R. : UNIT ‘LOCATION ATRCRAFT | I.EJ I'Ri UNIT LOCATION .; AIRCRAFT I.E/ I.R.
' Ze 6e o z 16+ 6. 1. 30+ 62 5Ts
Noe 3 Sqdn.RAAF;ILydda Tomahawks |16 5 || Noe3 Sqdn | Lydda Tomahawk 10 No«80 Sqdn |4iqir Hurricane {16 5
Noe 11 Squadron |Aqir Blenheim IV 16 5 RAAF 806/33 Sqdn|Tydda 2 FAL Flights
Noe 80 Squadrolr‘b_ Agir Hurricane |16 5 || Noe11 Sqdn| Agqir Blenheim IV! 16 Dete (2) Hurricanes
No«112 Squadro: ) Haifa Hurricane |16 5 || Noe80 Sqdn| Aqir Hurricane !16 "X" Plight | Amman Gladiators |.
No«208 Squadron |Gaza Hurricane L 1 || Noe8O Sqdn| Haifa Hurricane 3 Sqdn RMAF; Lydda Tomahawks (16 5
Noe211 Squadron |Lydds{Re—| Blenheim (Dete) 11 Sqdn Agir Blenheim IV {16 5
' forming) No.2083Sqdn | Haifa Hurricane 8 80 Sqdn Haifa Hurricanes
Noe"X" Flight |Amman Gladiators | No.20835qdn | Haifa (Det.) (1 flight)
(Det.) 208 Sqdn Ramleh | (Hurricane | 8 2
No+208Sqdn | Rochpina (Lysander 4 2
(Dete) - 208 Sqdn Rochpinal!1 Flight
(Deto)
208 Sqdn Gaza 1 Flight
(Det.)
450/260 (3) | Agir  'Hurricane [16 | 5
Sqdne !
272 Sqdn Lydda Beaufighter
(Deto)
— i |
ORDER OF BXTTLE H.Q. R.A.F. CYPRUS
- 4 4 ‘.
l v
Noe3 Sgdn NICOSIA | Tomahawks Noe80 Sqdn| Nicosia | Hurricane , | 3 Sqdn Nicosia | Tomahawk 1 Flight
RAAF DBtach- (Det.) ' !5 R4AF Dete
mente . { 80 Sgdn Nicosia |Hurricane |1 Flight
I Dete
| 815 5qdn. |Nicosia |Swordfish |6
} '! Dete.
1« Withdrawn to Fayid (Egypt) to rearm with lomahawks. 5.6416

2e

No.23 Squadron was moved from Edcu to Amriya on June 15.
flights of 806 Fleet Air Arm werc

Noe33's flight returned from Lydda to Amriya.

e

It consisted then of 16 Hurricanes T.E. and 5 I.R.
there attached to it and to

The personnel of No«450 Squadron went to Zqir on June 25 and formed the composite squadron L50/260.

The personnel of two

gether the composite squadron moved to Lydda on June 23

On July 11



APPENDIX B

TABIE OF R.A.F. BOMBING OPERATIONS = SYRTA

PORTS, BILSES‘ AND SHIPPING

TARGET DATE FORCE | SQIN ~ RESULTS -
BEIRUT
Petrol dump 2 Junc 2 Becaufighters|252 Numerous hits cannon
2 Beaufigh'tcrs 272 observed, OI]G ncaxr .

1 Maryland 39 miss, No fires or
: exploszions, Tanks
appcar cmpty.

Petrol 4 Junc )+ Blenheims 11 | Bombs fell in and
installations ‘jaround ‘target arca.
1 x 250 1b dircot hit
on tonk NE. cdge of .
installations., Holc in
tank SW. edge of install-
ation, - Iargce columns of
block smokc scen rising
i from target,
1 Blenheim slightly damse

’ ) gcd by splintcrs,
N.B.Photos taken 5 June show 2 petrol tanks dostroycd.

Harbour 6 Junc 1 Maryland 39 Low level bombing and
ground straffing, " Bombs
overshot target and
droppecd on wharf,
Vicathcr good, No

opposition,
0il tanks 6 Junc L Blenhcims |11 Tow Llevel bombing and’
and storcs ground straffing. :

Storage tanks and sheds.
rcocived dircct hits,
All a/c found target,
Weather good, Heavy A/A
fire, 2 Blenhcims
slightly damaged by

A/b fire. 1 officer
slightly wounded,

Pctrol stores | 8 Junc 3. Blenheims 11 Large fires started,
3 Hurricancs |80 with flames rising to
‘ 300 fcct, and a number
of sheds destroycd.

Pctrol store | 8 Junc 3 Blenhcims 11 2480 1b, bombs.
L. Tomahawks 3 Sqgdn RAAF | Results unobserved.

Shipping in | Night 3 Swordfish |? FAA Bombing attack., Results
harbour 10/11 Junc | - unobserved owing to
oloud,
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TARGET

DATE

FORCE

SQDN

RESULTS

Shipping in
harbour

Night
10/11 Junc

| 2 Swordfish

.1 815 -Sqdn FAA

merchant vesscls West

| sions obscrved.

1 Swordfish attecked
large ship Jjust North
of picr, Sccond
Swordfish attacked 2
of picr. No axplo~
A/A -
cncountered from -
ships anchorcd on E,™
sidc of main picr,

Shipping in
harbour

Night
13/14 Junc

L. Swordfish

815 Sqdn FAA

Mcrchant ships in
harbour attackcd, 1
ship torpcdocd -
furthcr rcesults
unknovwn,

Harbour

18 Junc

2 flbacorcs

829 Sqdn FAA

Bombing attack on hare
Bour, Onc bamb very
necar miss on destroycr,

Vichy warship

N, of BEIRUT

18 Junc.

1 Llbacore

829 Sqdn FAA

Vichy warship at sca
North of Beirut attack-
cd, but no recsults
obscrved,

Dostroycr in
harbour . '

i9 Junc

B‘EIcnhcims

11 Sqdn.

Ievel attack at 10,000Y -

12 x 250 G.P, bombs,
All fell 100 yards as-
tern. Heavy calibre
pom=pom inacouratc.
Vicather fingc.

Harbour

19 Junc

1 Swordfish
‘2 Albacores

829 Sqdn FAA

Divc~bombing attacks.
L hits on large Jetty.
Onc submarinc hit.

Destroyer in
harbour

22 June

6 Blcnhcims

24 x 250 1b. bombs.
Attack from 10,000!,

1l dircct hit, Slight
pom-pom fire., Wcather
fine,

Destroyer in
harbour

Night
21/22 Junc

1 Albacore
1 Swordfish

829 Sgdn.FAA

Torpedo attack,
Results unobscrved,

Shipping in
harbour

22'June

4. Blenheims

11 Sqdn,

-obscrver wounded by -

Attacks from 2000?.
16 x 250 1b, bombs, 1
ship on firc, Intenso
aocurate pam-pom 8/10
cloud at 3,000!'. 1

.A./AQ

)

"~
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TARGET

DATE

FORCE

SQDN

RESULTS

Harbour

Night
23/2l. Junc

3 Swordfish

815 Sqdn FAL

Dive=bombing attack. 1
stick of bombs on cast
side of jetty ncar
destroycrs, Damagc not
stated, No dctails of
L/4 and wieather,

Harbour

24 Junc

2 Llbacorcs

5 Hurricands
(Escort)

289 Sqdn Fil

80 or 260

_ Sqdn,.

Dive=bombing attack.
Hits on Jjetty with
destroycr alongsidc,.

| Damagc not statcd. 4/A

and weather - no details,

1 sall m/v
N, of BEIRUT

26 Junc

1 Swordfish

829 Sqdn TLA

Dive~bombing attack, No
hits obscrved, :

Shipping and
dooks

Night
29/30 Junc

|5 Wellingtons

37 Sgdn,

Attacks from 3/8,000',
11,000 1bs, HE, 720 lbs,
incendiary bombs, 2
dircect hits on northern
mole ncar ships, 4

small fires. Barrage

4/D inaccurate, 9/10
cloud at first, clcaring -
later,

Residency

129 Junc

L. Blcenheinms

11

Residency bombed, 12
dircet hits with 250 1he
bombs, Amount of damage
unobscrved,

Shipping and
docks

Night
30 Junc/
1 July

7 vellingtons

70

‘at northern mole,

17,940 lbs, bombs on
docks. Dircot hits.
Possible hits on ships -
LA

erractic, Weather good.

Docks

Night
1/2 July

3 Yiellingtons

38

6,500 1bs, HE. 640 1bs,
incendiary bombs, Small
fire northern molc, ‘
Ships hit, Inaccurate
slight i/A. Weather
Clcar-

Docks

Night
2/3 July

2 Wellingtongs

37

6,500 1b., HE, 480 lbs.
incondiary bombs, Direct
hits, one fire, and
explosion with blue
flashcs on central quay.
Slight L/4 hoavy cali-
bre, inaccurate, Vicathexr
clear
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- TARGET DATE e FORGE SGEDN - RESULTS
Harbour - Night |2 Wellingtons {38 6,000 lbs, HE, 960 lbs,
s 3/k July : incendiary bambs, 2
fires. -1 big explosion,
Erratic A/A. Clear
weather,
DIJOUNIEH j ’ '
. i H i
Harb‘bur ' Night {3 FiA Swordfisk :;A direot hit registered
. 12/13 -June | {on the largest of 3 ward
C Ii ’ } ShiPS.
Shipping Night {1 Swordfish 815 Sqdn FAA 'Destroyer of "Guepard"
B 12/13 June | s | class attacked and
, dama.ged., S
STERN .
MEDITERRANEAN
Vichy Destroyer Night 3 Zwordfish 815 Sqdn FAA |1 direot hit register—
- 15/16 June ad smidships, and a
) ' further two probabls
hits. 1 Swordfish
missing,
o . . ‘
1 Vichy m/v |4 July 4 Albacores  B26 and 829 |Vichy merchent vessel - |
SW,.- of Gyprus © Bagdn FLEA attacked with torpedossi
7 Swordfish 815 Sqgdn FAA {Sunk by Albacores. §
~ SW. of 16 June |2 Blevheims . 1 11 barb fell near or on |
TRIPOLT | - the vessel, but full
3000 ton enemy | results were unob-
vessel served.
T ;
TEIKATKH i
- Fusl dumps 26 June L. Blenheims I;!.1 Medium level attack,
. 8 X 250 lbo B.AP, -
2k x 40 1b, GP., 240 x
4 Ib, incendiary banbs.
Direct hits on dumps.
Large column black
smoke visible 50 miles
away., Weather fine.
Petrol dwmp |10 July . |4 Blenheims |11 16 x 250 1b, bombs.,
Overshot target and
straddled village =
10/10 cloud,

()
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TARGET DATE FORCE SQDN RESULTS
IRIPOLL .

Merchant ships [4 July 5 Blenheims 11 Medium level attack, 7
X 500 1b, bombs nsar
misses., Heavy and
accurate A/A. TFine
weathexr,

Harbour, mediwg 8 July 6 Blenheims 11 Attacks from 10,0001

sized tanker, 13 x 500 1lb, bombs, 2

2 warshouses, hits on warshouses. A/A,

and raillway 2 puffs, slight,

sidings inacourate. 8/10 cloud.
BAROUK,

Dump east of |4 July 9 Blenheims 45 28 x 250 1b, 90 x 40 1b,

town and 100 x 4 lb. inocen=
diary banbs. All in
target arsa., Weather

| cloudy.
SAIN Doocks Night 2 Wellingtons |70 5,980 1bs. HE bambs,
3/h July . 1,400 rounds ammunition,
Aocurate A/A. Good
waather,

Docks, barracks Night 3 Wellingtons |37 Attaocks from 2,500' to

and railway L4/5 July 8,000', 9,950 lbs. HE.
and 720 lbs, incendiary
bombs. Direot hits on
docks, barracks, and
railway. Terrific
explosions and enommous
fires at fuel depot.
Intense accurate A/A.
7/10 cloud. 4/C damaged
by shrapnels

. Harbour Night 2 Yellingtons {70 750 1b, bombs. 1 direct
5/6 July hit on barracks.
Weathex good,
Harbour Night 1 Wellington |148 Attack from 5,000%.
6/7 July 1970 1bs, bombs. Slight
erratic A/A. Results
unobservad,
Harbour Night 3 Wellingtouns | 37 750 lbs. HE dropped. 3
6/7 July hits near barracks and

A/A slight

heavy. 6/10 oloud.,



TARGET

DATE

FORCE SQDN ~ RESULTS
Harbour Night 3 Wellingtons |88 Attacks from 5/8000!,
7/8 July |2 Wellingtons |70 Direot hit on fuel tanks
Terrific fire visible
80 miles, Sparse A/A,
Excellent weather,
Haxbour Night 1 Wellington |148 Ievel attack from 8000!,
' 8/9 July 1 x 250 1b, bomb, Good
. weather, Results
unobserved.,
Harbour | Night 1 Vellington |37 Attack from 7,000!,
8/9 July = 250 1b,.bamb,
' Results unohserved,
HAMMANA .
Ammunition 9 July 10 Blenheims |45 9 a/c failed to locate
dump target, 1 straddled it
' with bambs. Weather
cloudy. Results
unohservead.,,
Ammunition 10 July 12 Blenheims |45 32 x 250 1b, 118 x 40
dump : 7 Tomahawks 3 Sqdn RAAF | 1b, bombs plus incen=
(Escort) diary, Many hits
gxploded whole dump,
Weather fine,
3 Blenheims missing,
CHEKICA BAY
Vichy oruiser {3 July 2 Blenhaims 11 Medium level attack,
4 x 250 1b, bombs
undsrshot. Fine
weather,
ADATTA ‘ 7
Harbouar b July 4 Llbacores 826 Vichy ship "ST.DIDIER"
Viechy ship attacked. 2 torpedoes
) hit ship submerged.
SYRTAN' GOAST
Enemy vessel |10 July 1 Blenheim 203 1 enemy vessel approx, ,

2,000 tons attackad,
1 banb burst a few feet
from the stern,

()
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AERODROMES AND LANDING GROUNDS

I8

TARGET

DATE

FORCE

SQDN

RESULTS

ALIEPPO

4L/C on aero-
drome

5 June

3 Blanheims

11

6 x 250 1b, 18 x 4O 1b,
bambs, One small a/c
secn to be hit., Hits
also registered on han-
gars and tarmac. 2
columns of black smoke
seen rising to 100!,
gither from the hangars
or in front of them, 3
Morangs tried to inter-
cept, but failed.

Acrodrome

8 Juneo

3 Blenhecims

84

Attack from 6,000, Near
misses on buildings SE,
corner of aerodrome. No -
opposition, Weather
good,

Asrodrome

Night
9/10 June

2 Blenheims

11

1420 lbs, HE. 480 lbs,
incendiary bombs, Blen-
heims despatched to bomb
acrodromc found towm
lighted and flarce path
on agrodroma, presumably
for raiders rceturning
from HAIFA., 15 a/c,
approx, on ground,
dropped from 2,000!
aoross acrodrome buildings
and runway. Only
opposition ground M/G
fire,

Bombs

Asrodrome

Night

1 10/11 June

2 Blenheims

11

Direct hits registerced on
buildings starting 2
fires, Iurther bombs
fell on runways and in
the a/0 dispersal area.

Inemy aircraft

14 June

3 Blenheims
3'Blenheims

11
8

1 2/0 on ground des~
troyed, and others
damaged,

Acrodrome

Night
11,._/15 June

3 Blenheims

8L

Bombs fell amongst dis—
persed a/o and on W. end
of runway. Further bombs
startcd a large fire
visible for 30 miles,

1 Morane on patrol
damaged,



TARGET

DLTE

FORCE

SQDN

RESUTLIS

Dispersed a/o
on aerodrome

15 June

3 Blenheims
1 damaged on
landing «

temporarily u/s.

8l

Attack from 5000!', 2820
1bs, bombs, Bombs fell
among dispersed a/c,
Smal1l bombs W. end of
runway. One fire star-
ted, visible for 30
miles, Damage not
asgsessed, . Weather good,
No #/A fire.

Dispersed a/c

29 June

2 Blenheims

-
Level attack 12,000!,
2920 lhs, bonbs, Small
bombs straddled aoro-

| drome, 1 small bamb
amongst dispersed a/c.
1 direct hit on runway.
| Small bombs very close

i to large a/c, Dust

! prevented asscssment of
damage. A/A slight and
inaccurate, Weather
good.,

Dispersed a/c
on agrodroma

30 July

3 Blenheims

8l

1888 1lbs, bombs stradd=-

led aerodrome NE, to S7.
2 lMoranes attacked Blen-
heims feebly from astern,

Dispersed a/c
on acerodrome

30 July

3 Blenheims

8l

2,760 1bs, bombs fell
among 15 a/0 setting 1
on fire, A/i heavy

)
. i
calibre, |

Aerodrome

30 Junc/
1 July

3 Blenheims

3L

4

Attack from 8,000, 10 x|
250 1b, on runways, A/A |
heavy calibre, Inaccu-
rate, conoentrated.
Weathor - poor visibi-
lity.

Acrodrame

Nigh‘l‘;
5/6 July

2 Wellingtons

2 Vlellingtons

70
38

Attacks from 6/8000¢,
7840 1bs. HE, 480 1bs,
incendiary bombs, Direot
hits on hangars caused
large explosions. Sever-)
al a/c hit by inocendiar-
ies and M,G. fire,
Scveral fircs started., 3
a/c destroyed. A.l,
crratic. Wcather good,

!

Aerodrome .

| Night

6/1 July

1 Wellin ton

38

attack from 5000¢,
2,240 1beHE.. 240 1b.
incendizary Lbatbhs. Bonmbs
fell in vicinity of
hangars ond barracks..i/A
slizht and inaccurate.
“eather clear,

Aerodrane

Night
6/7 July

3 Wellingtons

37

5940 1lbse.HE, 720 1lbs, q
incendiary bambs, 2 direct
hits on hengars. Explosiors
and fires caused,
Good visibility.
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‘ TARGET

DATE

FORCE

SQDN

RESULTS

NASRULLA

~ (Satellite)

2 July

12 ng Blenheims

1(F) flenheim

Low level bambing and
ground straffing, Dust
stormse Results of
attack not observed, No
details of A/Ae 1(B) and
1(F) Blenehim missing.

Night
7/8 July

2 Wellingtons

70

"2 demaged.

Attack from 1,600 to
2,000, 3690 lbss
incendiary bombs. 3 a/c
on ground destroyed and
Wellingtons
engaged fighters, shoot-
ing down one, probably
destroying another and
damaging a third.
Weather good.

Aerodrome

Night
8/9 July

3 Wellingtons

37

980 1bs, HE. and 240 lbs.
incendiary bombs fell
across aerodrome, 2 hits
on runway., Very slight
A/Ae- Good visibility.

ALEPPO

A/c on
aerodrane

5 June -

-3 Blenheims

11

6 x 250 1be 18 x 4O 1bs,
bambs.
be hit.
on hangars and tarmac.

"2 columns of black smoke

seen rising to 100 feet,
either from the hangars or
in front of them. 3 Moranes
tried to intercept, but
failed.

Aerodrome

8 June

3 Blenheims

84

Attack from 6,000's Near
misscs on buildings SE.
corner of aecrodrome, NO
opposition. Weather good,

A Aerodrome

Night
9/10 June

2 Blenheims

1l

1420 1lbs. HE. 480 lbs.
incendiary bambs,
Blenheins despatched to
homb aerodrome found town
lighted and flare path on
agrodrome, presunably for
raiders returning from
HAIFA., 15 a/c, approx.
on ground., Bombs dropped
from 2,000' across acro-
drane buildings and runway.
Only opposition ground

Mo Ge fire,

One small a/c secn t0
Hits also registered
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TARGET

DATE

FORCE

RESULTS

Aerodrome

Night
10/11 June

2 Blenheims

|
SQDN.,

11

Direct hits registered
on buildings starting

2 fires, Further

bombs fell on runways
and in the a/c dispersal
arcae

Enemy .aircraft

14 June

3 Blenhei.xhs
3 Blenheims

1 a/c on ground
destroycd, and others
damageds

Aerodrome

Night
14 /15 June

3 Blenheins

Bombs fell amongst
dispersed a/c and on
We end of runway.,
Further bombs started
a large firc visible
for 30 miles, 1
Morane on patrol
damaged.

Dispersed
a/c on
eerodrome

15 June

3 Blenheims

1 demaged

on lending

- temporarily

u/s.

Attack from 5000t,
2820 1bs. bumbs,
Bombs fell among
dispersed a/c.,
bambs We end of
runwaye. One fire
started, visible for
30 miles, Damage not
assesseds Weather
goods No A/A fire,

Small

Dispersed

a/c

29 June

2 Blenheims

84

Level attack 12,000',
2920 lbs, bombs,

Small bombs straddled
~aerodrome. 1 small
bomb amongst dispersed
a/ce 1 direct hit

on runway. Small
bombs very close to
large a/ce Dust
prevented assessment of
damoge.  Ade.de slight
and inaccurate.
Weather good.

—
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TARGET

DATE

FORCE

RESULTS

Aerodrome

Night
8/9 July

2 Wellingtons

sttack from 9000,
3690 1bs. bombs.
Direct hits on
hengar followed by
lorge fire and =
nunersus explosions,
Visible fram
LATTAKIA. Good

we ather,

PALMYRA

Aerodrome

Night
9/10 June

2 Blenhcims

11

Bombs fell cn the

runway ond
buildings.

Acrodrome

"10 June

3 Blenhcims

11

Direct hits on
hengers, other
results unsbserved,

M

Aerodrome,
barracks and-
store . .
buildings.

28 June

3 Blenheims
L. Blenheins
18 Tanahawks
(escort)

L5
3 Sgdn RAAF

Level attacks 7,/9000'.
8 x 250 lbs; 48 x
incendiary and 3920
1bs. mixed bombs. ;
8tick started 100 yds.
short of storec
buildings end cut
right across them.

1 x 250 1b. bomb
direct hit on west
inner buildings.
Incendiarics fell on
west well. Bombs
overshot barracks,

No opposition.
Weather -good.

Adlrcraft on
aerodrome

29 June

10 Blenhcims
8 Tomzhawks

45
3 Sqdn RAAF

Level attack 800C?,

10 x 250 lbo GoPt,

66 x 40 1b.'GwE%,480

x 4 1be incendicry
bombs., Banbs overshot
a/c. Believed
incendiaries hit build=
ings. 4/A light
celibre. Weather fine.
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TARGET

DATE

FOuCE

REBULTS

Acrodrome

30 Junc

10 Blenhecims

Attack from 6000t, 18 x
50 1b., 120 x 40 Ib,
bombs. 240 x 4 1b,
incendiary bombs,
Dircet hit on barracks
and storcs. i/A M/G
fire, Finc weather,

Acrodromne

1 July

10 Blenheims

Barracks, storeg and
buildings on aerodrome
attacked, Several
dircot hits, Veather
finc,

DAMASCOS
Lerodrone

8 Junc

3 Blenheims

Dircect hits on hangars,
and on onc largc a/c on
the ground, believed to
be 8,82,

RAYAK
Acrodrome

Night '
15/16" Junc

3 Blenheinms

11

High lcvel bombing
10,000', Runway hit,
Incendarics ncar build-
ings and railway sid-
ings. 4lso hits on
North main runway, No
opposition, Vecathcr
Hazy.

Acrodrome

16 Junc

Blenhein

11

2 sortics. TFirst
dropped 740 1bs,HE, 240
lbs, incendiary bombs
across maln rumvay,
causing one very large
cxplosion. Sccond
dropped similar load on
rumway acrodrome builds
ings., Third failed %o
locate targct,

Lerodrome and

railway
adjaoccnt

2L Junc

3 Blenheins

11

Level attack 10,000!,

6 x 250 1b. 360 x I 1b,
incendiary bombs. Bombs
burst across railway
sidings and acrodrome

SN

—
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Landing grounq

TARGET DATE - FORCE SQDN RESULTS
RAYAX dgontg.% -
Aerodrome ahd buildings. Details of
~rallway damage not stated, A/A
ad jacent slight heavy calibrs,
fairly accurate. Weather
fins,
Aerodroms and |28 June 3 Blenheims L5 Ievel attacks at 13,000,
ad jacent 3 Blenheims 11 5 x 250 1b, G.D, 36 x 40
roilway "1b, G.P, and 3920 lbs,
mixe. bombs, 1 x 250 1lb,
bonb on railway line,
Further banbs straddled -
sidings, 1 x 40 1b, bomb
on building North of a/c
repair shop. No
opposition, Weather good,
DEIR=EZ-ZOR v
Asrodrome 26 June 3 Blenheims (84 2580 1lbs, bombs All in
buildings, ‘ ‘ target area., Resulbs
ground defences unobserved, Weather good.
and M.T. |
Aerodrome 26 June 3 Blenheims |84 Ievel attacks at 4,000%.
: 1732 hours 29 x 40 1b, 2 x 250 1b,
L.S. T, All in target area. Fire
.o in SB, corner. 2 direot
hits on buildings. Good
. weather,
Aerodroma 28 June 1 Blenheim |84 980 1lbs, bombs. All
buildings . bombs overshot target.
: Opposition and weather -
no details, . '
Aexodrome - Night 1 Blenheim 11 Tevel attack from 10,000%,
: 16/17 June | 2 more orashed) 2 x 250 1b, and 2 sC.
on taking=off L Tb, a.ncend:.ary “bambs,
Both write-offs One on WW, edge of disper—
Crew of 1 a/o sal arca went short,
injured. . Weather clecar. Hcavy
calibre A/A weak and
inacotratc,
HAMA
L July 6' Blenhecims 45 Hedium level attacks,

6,000 lbs, HE. bombs.

2’ dircct hits on a/c.

2 a/o destroyed. TFircs
and largec colums of
smoke other bombs ncar
hangars and dispcrscd
a/c. Intensc heavy i/he
Finc wecathere
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ENEMY CAMPS, POSITIONS AND LINES OF COMMUNICATICONS

TARGET DATE FORCE SQDN RESULTS

KISVE | L |

Enemy positions |12 June (6 Blenheims 11 | Gun positions north of town and

: : : 1 Blenheim enemy positions south of town
hit by A/A bombed. Results unobserved,
fire by own '

. |troops,
“1A/G wounded.
DAMASCUS~-BETRUT
ROQQ N S
' M,T, concentra= |20 June l. Blanheins 11 | Results of attaock unobserved,
tion

M,T. woncentra=~|2l June |3 Blenheims |1l | Attack from 3000'. 6 x 250 1b,

tion 36 x 40 1b. bombs, Bombs fell
among M,T. and many direct hits
ware obtained, -

DAMASCUS-ZAHIE

ROAD ~ : )

M.T. in gorge |21 June )i Blenheims 11 Level attack 8,000!, 8 x 40 1b
bombs, Some fell on road and
all in gorge. Results unob-
served, '

DAMASCUS ‘ , S v
Gun battery 27 June 9 Blenheims 11 Ievel attack at 10,000, 1k x
and 14, T. 250 1b, 690 x 4 1b, incendi-
' ary bombs, ILighl M.G.
encountered, Iine weather,
M, T, 27 June |4 Blenheims |45 |5 x 250 1b,,22 x 4O 1b, bombs.
~ |1 Gunner Bombs overshot, Weather fine,
killed Results unobserved, .

DYMAS

2 gun 25 Juns 2 Blenheims 11 Medium level 9,150!, 4 x 250
Bombs overshot, Heavy ocal-
ibre. i/A, Pom-pom heavy and
accurate. Vaather fine.

EKBES : :

Railway bridge [Night 3 Blenheims 11 Level attack at 6000', 500 1b

5 miles S, of |[16/17 June : banbs fell aroynd target.

tovm,

Weather fine., No A/A,

()

1)
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TARGET DATE FORCE SQDN RESUITS -
- HEREDERE BRIDGE 18 June 3 Blsnheims ’ 11 Level attack at 1,500, & x 500 1b
2 damaged due bombs missed. 2 hit railway.
to bullet /G fire., ine weather,
holes and
temporarily
u/s.
JEZZINE
IL,T, in ravine |20 June |3 Blenheims |11 |ILevel attack 5,000'., 6 x 250 1b,
26 x 40 1b, bombs. 20 i.T.
dastroyed, Weathexr finae,
QUATALNA :
Village 18 June 1 Blenheim 11 Ieval attaok 6 ,000', All bombs
(number unstated) N.,E, corner
f of village. No A/A. Weather
A fine,
. “' |
Village 19 Juns 3 Blanheims ‘1 Level attack 3,500, 5 x 250 1b.
bombs, No A/A weather fine,
Wood 18 June 1 Blenheim 11 Ievel attack 6,000's 1 x 250 1b,
| on target. 1 x 40 1b, bomb over-
! shot, No A/A. Weather fine,
!
SQUNELTRA
Enemy A.F.Vs. {16 June 3 Blenheims 11 Bombing and machine gun attaok.
Results unobserved,
SUWEIDA
Fort 18 June 1 Blenhecim 11 2 x 250 1b, 12 x 40 1b. bombs,
Overshot teuget - No A/Ae
Weather fine, ‘
Fort 23 June 3 Blerheims L5 Ievel attack 10,000', 4 x 250 1b,
21 x 40 1b, bombs, Bombs fell
‘around fort. Weather fine.
Citadel 24 June |4 Blenheims |45 |Level attack 6,500's 9 x 250 1b
96 x L0 1b. bombs. Several
burst on target, the remainder
fell near, No opposition.
Weather finc,
Citadel 2l June 3 Blenheims L5 ILavel attack 7000', Bomb load

no details,
target,
Weather fine,

Bombs overshot

No opposition,
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TARGET " DATE FORCE SQDN +  RESULTS
ol -
Railway Night 3 Wellingtons | 38 4 x 250 1b, H.E. 720 inocn=-
7/8 July diary bombs, Stations and linc
hit, Vexry little, inaocourate
A/he. Excellent weather,
Railway Stn, Night 3 Wellingtons |37 | Attacks from 2/6000'. k4,500
8/9 July lbs HE, 480 1bs, inocondiary
bombs fell on tracks ncar
station and <¢spots, 2 large
and several small fircs, 5
gxplosions,
Railway {Night 2 Wellingtons | 148 | 4480 1bs, bombs, ILarge fires :
110/11 July on station and depots. Hoder= |
: atc, hcavy, fairly accuratc i
Afhe Vicather good. |
. |
Station and Wight 4 Vellingtons |37  Attacks from 5,200 - 7,000°%. |
_sidings 10/11 July 19000 1bs, HE. 969 lbs, incen~ !
: diary bombs., Hits between ;
! railvay station and power !
' station and sidings. ﬁ
i cxplosions, some small fires, !
. L/ moderate, light, inaocur- E
ate, VWecathcr clcar, i
!
EEIT BT DINE | _ ;
Vichy troops |4 July 6 Blenheims |45 |Bcmbing attack, 24 x 250 1b, !
HE., bombs. Results uno'bscrved.i
!
Amy H,Q., and |5 July L. Blenheims 45 Bombs straddled targets. 40 x |
defended | 250 1b, 840 x L4 1b, bombs, t
positions, A/A and M/G firc. Cloudy. |
]
!
Road nlock 10 July 3 Blenheims L5 Bombs fell both sides of road, |
between Iittle A/A. Weather fine,
BEIT ET DINE
and RAYAK
2
RAYAK N
Railway sidings|9 July 3 Blecnheims 11 Bombs overshot. A/A inacourate,
9/10 ocloud.
Stores buildingsll July 3 Blenheims 11 6 x 250 1b. 36 x 40 1b, bombs
near railway E fell on lcvel crossing,
' Slight heavy accurate A/Ae
Good wecather,

)



DATE

17..

! TORCE

. ey

A i 2 O T T o R

TARGET J SODN RESULT:
S‘O"ﬁTELS:‘ZI::Eé'j' """" ainatiesindi bk iadialily bnaied - j TENTS TN MO R Me ¢ e e e s et a e e i e R S erem—
Redio Station 8 July 12 Blenheims | 45 6 x 2501.,G+Ps, 37 x LO 1bs incend.
‘; bombs. Hits between redio mast
! and roads Fine weathera
SUWEIDA 30 June 3 Blenh eime | L5 | Attack from 7,000'. 6 x 50 1bs,
Fort 1 30 x 40 1b. bombs. 1 direct hit
- on citzcl and one on buildingsa
i MeGe firee Fine wegther. -
Pt . s ¢ @ rtrea s, —————— T A aesde i . o -’-—-«. . — - v ——— ——t—
Fort & Citadel |1 July 3 Blenheime | 45 | Several direct huts on citadel.
i Slight AeL. weather fine.
e —— e S
Fort & liilitary | 2 July 4 Blenheime | 45 | High level attacke 8 x 250 lb
barracks ’ P45 x 40 1b boribs. Direct nits.
| Slight inaccurate A.le Weather hazy.
For% & Cite 11 July | 3 Blenheims I 11 |6 x 25C 1b, 24 x 4O 1b bombs &
Militaire ' 12 x 25 1b incends bombse 1 x 250
lb. bomb hit forts Several LO 1b
hit buildings, near cite militaire.
Weather goode
TAZIA 10 July 8 Blenheims 11 |4 x 250 1bs. bombs. Target destroyed
Marquees & Tents eTe 5 iriles "o of Zahle bombed.
Road and 1 lorry iite Road HARIIANA-
ZMLE bombode Alie slight, heavy,
accurate. 7/10 cloud.
TRIPOLI Area 11 July 3 Blenheims 11 |4 =z 250 1b & ”4 ¥ 40 1b bombs fell
(Syria) near targete 6 gun emplacements
L heavily laden near TELRKALATH bombeds Borbs fell
1 eTe North of between rood and guns. iedium
Tripole. inaccurate A.f. Weather goode
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i8.
SGILARY OF BQUBING OPERATIONS IN SYRIA
PORTS BASES & MO | SORTIES [ AERODROMES AND NO' T TSORTIES | ENEMY CAIBS. SOSITIONS AID SORTIES
SHIFPING OF {1F LEDIUK| LANDING GRCUNDS fyiaprosl LINES OF CQMMUNICATION : -
TLRCETS RAIDS ' T/RGET qMDg !HELVY MIDIUM IRE HEAVY | MEDIUM
2nd - 15th Junez 1941
. T h
BEIRUT 10 2 ALEPPO 7 1 - 22 KISWE -1 6
DJOUNIEH 2 L DAMASCUS 1 - 3 :
EiSTERN PALMYRA 2 - 5
VEDITERRANEAN | 1 3 RATAK 1 - 3
TOTALS 13 | 33 L 11 - | 33 6 79
e -+ _— -
16%h = 29th June, 1941 i
i . : ‘ . : - ‘
BETRUT 11 27 NLEPPO 1 0 - 2 DAHASCUS - BEIRUT ROADSELD| 2 -1 7
TRIPOLI 1 2 DEIR-EZ-ZOR 3 - 7 DRASCUS - ZAHIE (3i.7T.) 1 -1 &
WMISCELL/MEOUS HOMS 1 - 1 DIFHASCUS(3eTe “'Tmy)(m) 2 -1 13
BEIRUT 1 b PALIMYRA 2 - |17 DIMAS (Gun Batteries) Fo - 2
TELKALKII 1 k. RAYAK 3 - 11 - EKGES (Railway Bridge) L - 3
HEREDERT BRIDGE (Bridge) | 1 - 3
JEZZINE (3i.T.) 1 - 3
QUATLANA (village & wood) 3 - 5
QUNEITR. (Enemy 4.F.V.S.) 1 -1 3
SUWEIDA(Fort & citadel) L -1 11
N : 4
TOTALS 14 37 10 - 38 17 - 5k 129]
30th June - 13th July, 1941
: 1 i
BAROUK 1 9 ALEPPO 10 15 11 ATEPPO (Railway station 12 -
BEIRUT 13 - HAMA 1 - 6 and sidings)
HAMMANA 2 13 PATMYRA 2 - 20 BEIT ET DINE(Vichy troops
TELKALKH 1 L and positions) - 113 :
TRIPOLI 2 11 DAMOUR (Bridge & enemy 1
CHEKK: BAY 1 2 gun positions) - | 23 |
ESSTERN WED,
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PORTS BASES & | MO | SCRTIES AERODRGMES MNDj NO | gopprpg | BNEMY CAMPS. POSITIONS AND| MO |  sopoims Gmm; T
SHIPPING : OF  |HEAVY ! :EDTUM | LANDING GROUNDS| OF HEAVY | yEDTm) PINES OF ‘COMMUNICATION OF !|HEAVY | SEDTUM :
| _TARGETS __RATDS| i TARGETS |RATDS S TARGET RATDS| - ‘ ‘ TOTAL
- N . . 1
| EASTERN . RAYAK (Railway sidings
"MEDITERRANEAN| 1 ~ 11 - and stores) 2 - 6
ADALIA 1 - 4 SOFFE (Radio station) 1 - 12
~ . SQUEIDA (Fort & barracks) | L4 - 13
TALIE (Marquee & tents) 1 - 8
TRIPOLI Area (MeTe) 1 - 3
TOTALS 23 | 33 55 13 1 15 37 18 i 12 78 |54 60 170
] ° ~
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SUMMLARY TABLE OF BQMBING OPFR'TIONS IN SYRIA

JUNE 2nd to JULY 13th, 1941.

‘ . SCRTIES
L TARGET | NO. OF RAIDS HEAVY | EDTUM
PORTS, BASES & SHIPPING. ‘
Beirut : 3k 38 53
Djounick 2 - L
Eastern liediterrancan | 2 - 14
Tripoli ' 3 - 13
Beirut (.?vi:i.scellaneousg 1 - b
Telkalkh ( " 1 - )
Barouk 1 - 9
Hammana 2 - 13
Telkalkh 1 - 4
Chekka Bay 1 - 2
Adali& 1 - l‘.
Syrian Coast 1 - 1
TOTALS 50 38 | 125
AFRODRCIMES & LANMDING GROUNDS
Lleppo f 18 15 35
Damascus 1 - 3
Palmyra 6 - 42
.Rayak L - 1L
Deir-Ez-Zor 3 - 7
Homs 9 - 1
Hame. 1 - 6
TOT/LS - 3l 15 103
ENEY CLaPS. PCSITIONS, & LIS OF COLMMUNIC: ZION |
Kiswe 1 - 6
' Danascus (iisTe & Gun Battery) 2 ~ 13
Danascus - Beirut Roads (L.T.) 2 - 7
Danascus = Zahle (WeTe) 1 - L
Dimas (Cun Batteries) 1 - 2
Ekbes (Railway Bridge) 1 - 3
Heredere Bridge (Bridge) 1 - 3
Jezzine ((1.Ts) 1 - | 3
Quataana (Village and Yiood) 3 - | 5
Nuneitia (Enemy A.P.Vs. ; 1 - 3
Suiveida (Fort & Citadel L - 11
| Aleppo (Railway station & sidings) | L 12 -
Beit et Dine. (Vichy troops & positions) 3 N 13
Damour (Bridge & cencmy gun positions) 2 - 23
Rayak .(Railway sidings & storcs) | 2 - 6
Softe ERadio station) O 1 - 12
Soueida (Fort & barracks) | L - 13
Talia (¥arquees & tents) ‘ 1 - 3
Tripoli Area (iieTe) 1 - 3
TOTLLS 36 12 133
GRAND TCTALS , 120 65 371

Jome—



FIGHTER INTERGEPTIONS AND GROUND ATTACKS.

SYRTA

TLRGET

DATE

FORCE

! SOULDRON

RESULT

TOSEES IN AIR
OEN _i ENEIY,

LIEPPO

7 Juns

PPN VR W

i

——d

1 Hurricane

208

1l enemy fighter
engaged -
Combat indecisive

1§

Night 14/15 i 3 Blenheims

June

Blenheims met
a standing
patrol of 3
Moranes over
Aleppo,

1 domaged.

1 July

1(F)Blenheim

8

.

Disperscd a/c,
on NASRULLA
Satellite
landing ground
shattored.,

6 Blocks con=
firmed damaged,
3 probably
damaged by
fire, 1 other
destroycds
ileather good,

L4 July

;
| L(F)Blenheim
|

a.

Stroffing
NASRULLA
Satellite,
Good. weather,
a/c, missing,

9 July

10 Hurriconcs

450
260

lLorodrome
attacked. 6,000
rounds of
armunition,

6 Potez 63, 3
biplanc fightérs
and 2 large
biplane tronsport

| heavily machine-

gunned, 1
Potez 63 and 1
transport burnt
out, Light in-
accurate L.l
Fine vwicather,

|

1l July

)
i

6 Hurricones

450
260

Acerodrome and
satellite

' attacked,
- Machine-gunned
i 1 trensport a/a,




VvARGET

e e i e

" DATE

24

FIGHTER INTERCEPTIONS AND GROUND ATTACKS

SYRIA (CONTD.)

FORCE

SQUADRON 1 RESULT *WLWON?'SE" ,SEi[N IR

AZEFPO
(CONTD, )

1l July

6 Tomahawks

5 Sqdn,
R. A‘A.F‘

Aleppo, Havre
and train in
vicinity machine
gunned, On FAH
Landing ground,
{1 large 3 engined
a/c, destroyed,
At ALEPPO 1
L.E.O.45
destroyed, 8
other a/c
domaged: A%
HiMA 1 Potez

63 destroyed,
and 8 a/c,
demaged., 1
Dewoitine
intercepted

and was shot
down, Train
machine-<gunned,
without visible
results, Heavy
inaccurate A.A.
Weather fine,

1 1

BAATLBEK

30 June

10 Hurricanes

450
260

Aserodrome

ground straffed,
) Potez a/c
probably damaged,
Slight inaccur ate
A.A. Weather fine,

1 July

7 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn
RAAF,

A/c on LG,
machine-gunned,
2 Potez 63 desw
troyed, 4
unicdentif'ied
dame.ged,
Weather fine,

4 July

8 Tamahawks

3 Sqdn,
RANF .

4 artillery
emplacements
machine~gunned,
Weather finse,

6 July

6 Hurricanes

450 .
260

4 Glenn Martins
on asrodrome
machine gunned,
Petrol. dump

on fire and
exploded,
Intense A.A,
Fine weather,

10 July

8 Hurricanes

450
260

Aerodrome
petrol. dumps
MvG.So 2 large
fires, Light
{ moderate A.A,

L Weather fine,.
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FIGHTER INTERCEPTIONS AND GROUND ATTACKS
SYRTA (CONTD.)
: : —
TLRGET | DATE |  FORCE | SQUADRON RESULT m |
BEIRUT 15 June 1 Hurricane | 80 Sqdn, |Encounter with 1 dam~
" | Detachment| 3 Moranes 5 aged,
miles West of
BEIRUT,
-
BEIRUT~ |2 July | 3 Tomahewks |3 Sqdn, |M.T. machine-
DIMAS Religl.aFe gunned, Heavy,
Road, fairly accurate
Aoha Weather
fine, :
i ;
! i
" ‘1 July | 8 Tomshawks |3 Sqdn, |20 M,T., 2 light :
R.L.LJFe | tanks destroyed :
; 2 cars machine~ f
§ gunned. Veather ;
‘ fine, ?
BEIRUT 6 July 6 Hurricanes | 450 5/ce. on Fleet 1
260 patrol, E/G, ‘slight-
intercepted 1y g
and driven off, !dam- !
aged |
BELRUT 7 July 6 Tomahavks |3 Sgdn. 15 ¥.T, machine~
area R.AoAGF, | gunned, 5/10
cloud,
" 8 July 12 Tomehawks | 3 Sqdn, 1 railway engine,
: R.ieAJF. 112 armoured cars
and 12 M.Ta
Machine~gunned,
Heavy accurate
Ashe 8/10 cloud,
BETIRUT 9 July / Tomahawks | 3 Sqdn, Gun emplacements :
Relieflele | and ammunition
stores attacked
with .G, fire~
Ammunition dump
blovm up, L.h.
heavy. Weather
heavy cloud.
;‘ .
9 July | 6 Tomahawks {3 Sqdn, 3 goods trains
R.AJAF, and 6 M.T.
machine-gunned,
Results not
[ stateds Heavy :
| cloud,
BEIRUT 9 July 12 Tomehavks | 3 Sqdn, (2 4,F,V's and |
area i Ro.oAJF. |5 M,7, machine-~ |

gunned, Results

'not stated. Héavy;

 cloud,
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FIGHIER INTERCEFTIONS AND GROUND ATTACKS

SYRT4 (CONTD,)

TARGET |

LTE

FORCE

SQUADRON

LOSSES IN AIR

OWN i

BEIRUT
area

10 July

6 Tomahavks

3 Sqdn,
RefinlieFe

" RESULTS

Machine~gunned
24 M,Te and
severely damaged
them, 1/10
cloud,

BEIT-EL
DIVE
area,

7 July

7 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn.
R .l’&.f&.F [

Machine~gunned
and damaged

3 armoured cars,
20 M,T. and 1
staff car, 5/10
cloud,

20 June

8 Tamahawks

3 Sqdn.o

R .fa..&"—.F [ ]

¥,T, machine~
gummed, Cone
siderable .
numnber damaged
or destroyede
Aa, light,
Weather fine,

dam-—
aged

21 June

7 Tcmahawks

3 Sqdn,
R..[z..[a.'F .

Enemy cavalry
and M.T,
machine~gunned,
dispersing 40
horses and
damaging 35
vehicles,

22 June

6 Hurricanes

Detach~
ment,

Bomber escort
and ground~

straffing M.T,
A.h. moderate,
weather goods

DAMOUR

19 June

6 Tomahawks

3 San.
R'fi..:.’a.F.

to leaflst
Bl@'ﬂh@iﬂ) 8
Vichy Glenn
Martins engaged,
No AwA, Weather
fine,

Afe. on escort td

5 hit

DiMOUR
Area

8 July

7 Tomszhawks

5 Sqdn,
R..A-..‘:.L.F Y

and 2 Staff-cars
machine-gunned,
Aolig-M,.G, Only.
8/10 cloud.

12 [L.F.VS’ 6 IWQT’

9 July

6 Tomahawks

M,G. attack on
an M,T, vehicle.
Results not

stated, Heavy
i cloud,

~——

)
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FIGHTER INTERCEPTIONS AND ENG..GEMENTS

SYRTA (CONTD. )

TOSSES TN ZIR
O ENEMY

ARGET | DATE ; FORCE  |SQUADRON RESULTS

IEIR-EZ- | 26 June | 1 Blenheim 8l Straffing,
ZOR 3 Potez 25 on
' aerodrome all
confirmed
damaged. Good
weather,

" 27 June | 2(F)Blenheims| 84 4/C machine-
f gunned. 2
army lorries
containing

’ troops, on

| road W. of
I1BU SiMLT
Damage
unobserved,
but troops
abandoned
lorries, a/c,
also M/G!d
5 Potez a/c,
on aerodrome,
Bullets hit
a/c, Damage
uncbserved,

n 1 July 1 Hurricane 127 Engaged 2 2
Dewoitine damaged
fighters

and damaged
Yoth ¢f them,

3 July 2 Hurricanes 127 3 Blochs and 2
5 fighters
engaged.

" 5 July L. Gladiators| 127 10 enemy bombers{ 1
2 Hurricanes 127 and 5 enemy (pilot
fighters bambing| safe)
DEIR EZ ZOR were
intercepted.

-

ESTIBEL | 8 June 1 Hurricane 80 Aerodrame M,G'd
and 1 Morane
probably des-
troyeds

EZRAA 15 June | 7 Tomahawks 3 Sqdn, 5 4.F.Vs and 4 2
i RALF. [ M.T. machine-

) . gunned, 2

! Vichy Glenn
Martins engaged
aand destroyed,
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FIGHIER INTERCEPTIONS LND ENGAGENRNTS

SYRL. (CONTD.):

IOSSES IN ATR

TALRGET ‘ D.LTE " FORCE SQU./DRON RESULTS O TN
FPAMAGUSTA | & July | 1 Hurricane - 80 1 unidentified
(Cyprus) a/c, intercepted

over CYPRUS,
2,310 rounds
oxpended, No
results obse:c'ved..1

" 5 July | 1 Beaufighter| 272 |1 Vichy Glemn
Martin pursued
out to sea, ‘

FORWARD 9 June | 2 Gladiators nx" |1 Vichy Glenn
LEEL , Flt, Martin inter—
: cepted and

driven off in
attempt to bomb
our forvard
troops. 3

more driven

off and forced
to jettison their
bombs,

HATFA 9 June ? Hurricanes 80 1 a/c, believed
- . to be a Glemn
Martin driven

off when
1 attempting
recce, of
HATFL.,
! —
HiAMA 3 July 10 Hurricanes 450 | Aerodrome SW,.

260 of HOMS
straffed, 12
Vichy twine
engined a/c,
attacked on
ground, 2
burnt-out,

8 damaged.
Light imtense
LA, Fine

" weather,

HAMA~ 10 July| 6 Tomahawks 3 Sqdn.| 8/c machine~
TALIA ‘ Ra:nels B gunned landing-

) grounds at

HAML end TALIL,

24.0-45 destroyed
at HAM.: and 9 g/
damaged at TaLli,

AL, Light and

heavy, accurate,

1/10 cloud,




7. | |
FIGHIER INTRRCEPTTONS /D, ENG/.CEMENTS

SYRTA (CONTD.)

LOSSES IN ALIR

1

H |
TLRGET DATE FORCE 1 SQU./DRON RESULTS ;
. OVN | ENEMY
HiML~- 11 July |1 Tomahawk 3 Sqdn, |Cambat with 1 L
TALTA | ReledidF, Dewotine,
4
HAMMNA | 10 July |7 Tomahawks | 3 Sqdn, |5 Dewotines 1 damagedl 5
(escorting RefieisaFe | (intercepting f
bombers) our bombers) !
all destroyed, 3
1/10 cloud, »
)
HOMS 26 June | 8 Tomahawks |3 Sqdn, | Acrodreme M.G'd,
RileiieFe | & Moranes, petroH
A & ammunition !
dump blovm up, :
€ Morancs well
hit, 10 M.T,.
hit on road,
Fine wecather,
JOEDIDE | 22 June | &4 Tomehawks | 3 Sqdn, | About 12 M.T.
) Reselie o | attacked and i
| hit. Weather ‘
fine, ‘
KISSVE | 12 June | 2 Hurricanes| 80 4L/C. M,G14 1 damaged '
" about 50 1 force- -
encmy landed,
! vehicles,
| damaging
i scveral,

" 15 June | 10 Gladintors "XM Flt. | Intercepted by {1 missing |1 shot

Vichy Fighters, | dovm,
0950 hours, 'l u/s
Encountered

12 Dewotines '
520 and drove oy
them off, !

 MAZAR- | 11 July | 6 Tomshawks | 3 Sqdn. | 30 M.T, 1 bauk

RIDGE , RufiedieP, | and 4 guns
‘ machine~
gunned,

3 M Te burnt
out, Weather
fine,’

P/IMYRL | 28 June | 8 Tomehawks | 3 Sqdn, | 4/C escorting 6
R.i,AF. | Blenheims to
PAIMYRA, 6
Vichy Glenn.
. Martins
intercepted
bombing olr
troops, L1l
‘ shot dowmn,
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FIGHTER INTERCEPTIONS AND ENGAGEMENTS

SYRTA (CONTD )

TARGET

DATE

.!
b

FORCE

t

SQUADRON

RESULTS

I0SSES IN AIR

OWN

: ENEMY

PATMYRA

25 Juns

7 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn,

R.I'&.A' .F L]

L. Potez 63's
intercepteds
Fine weather,

3 down
1l on
fire,

UATANA=
U L

LECL

18 Juhe

5 Gladiators

nyu Fl‘ﬁ,

No A.ie Weather
fine. Vichy
Fighters shot
down, confirmed,

L

18 June

5 Gladiators| "X" Fl‘b-‘

Ground straffing
Vichy fighters,
5,500 rounds
expended, No
LA Veather
fineq

NeEa
QOUNEITRY,

16 June

3 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn,
R. .‘AA. ..A.F Y

ViChy M:.T.
concentrations
M,G!'d, Some good
billets. MG,
fire near M,T,
Weather fine,

16 Juns

5 Tomahawks

3 Sqd.n.
ReAJAF,

Low lying M.Ge
attacks on Vichy
M,Te Concen-
trations, No
Tesults observed.
M,Ge fire near

M,T, Weather fine.|

1 dem~
ageds

QOUIVEITRA

? June

4 Tomahawks

3 Sgdn,
RofieheF,

Ground straffing
NeEey NoWo and
South, Weather
finee NO Alile

QOSSEIR

29 June

8 Tomahawks

3 Sgdn,
R.l&.aA..F »

Aerodrome M,G'd,
4 Glenn Martins -
destroyed on
ground, 1
triple~engined
a/c. severely
damageds L
Glenn Martin
intercepted
near QOSSEIR
and shot dowmn
into sea off
BEIRUT,

RAYAK

8 June

5 Tomshawks

S -1'\‘- oL oF .

3 Sqdn,

Aerodrome

M,G'd, 6
Fighters on -
ground believed
hit by bullots,
Details of damage.

unobscrved, as no i
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FIGHTER INTERCEPTIONS AND ENG.LGEMENTS

SYRIA {CONTD. )

TARGET |

DATE

FORCE

| SQU/DRON

RESULTS

LOSSES IN AIR

OVN____|ENEMY

HAM/, -
TALTA

1l July

1 Tomahawk

3 Saqdn,
R ..i‘n.. ILQF .

Combat with 1
Devotine,

HAMMINA

10 July

7 Tomahawks
(escorting
bombers)

3 Sqdn,
R..{.‘...".L.F.

5 Dewotines
(intercepting
our bombers)
all destroyed,
1/10 cloud,

HOMS

26 June

8 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn,
R.;“x.i;.F.

Aerodrome M.G'd.
4 Moranes, petroH
& ammunition
dunp blovm up,

€ lMorancs well
hit, 10 M,T.
hit on road, .
Fine weather, -

JIEDIDE

i 22 Juno

4. Tomahawks

3 Sqdn.
Roesteliel o

About 12 M,T.
attacked and
hit. Veather
fine,

KISSTE

12 June

2 Hurricanes

80

IL/C a I\i.G"d
about 5C
encmy
vehicles,
damaging
scveral,

1 damaged :
1 force=

landed,

15 Junse

10 Gladiators "X" Flt,

Interceptcd by
Vichy Fighters,
0950 hours,
Encountered

12 Dewotines
520 and drove
them off,

n
[y
[e]
[

1 missing

£
W e

MAZ AR
RIDGE

11 July

6 Tomahawks

R..{C’-.A.F 'Y

30 M.Te 1 tank
and 4 guns
machine~
gunned,

3 M,T. burnt
out, Veather
fine,

PLIMYRL

28 June

8 Tamahawks

3 Sqdn.
R.J‘;. .A..F.

4/C escorting
Blenheinms to
PAIMYRA, 6
Vichy Glenn
Martins
intercepted
bombing our
troops, .L11

shot dovm,




FIGHTER INTERCEPTIONS AND ENGAGEMENTS

SYRTA (CONTD.,).

TARGET

DATE

FORCE

SQUADRON

RESULTS

PATMYRA

25 Juns

7 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn,
Reliait oFs

4 Potez 63's
intercspted,
Fine weather,

%UxiTANA-

AZ98s

18 Juhe

5 Gladiators

"X Plt,

No A.Ls Weather
fine, Vichy
Fighters shot
down, confirmed,

)

18 June

5 Gladiators

X" Flt.

Ground straffing
Vichy fighters,
5,500 rounds
expended, No
A.Ae VWeather
fine,

16 June

3 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn,
R.;’L afi-lF .

Vichy M.Te
concentrations
M,G'd, Some good
billets. M.G,
fire near M,T,
Veather fine,

16 June

5 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn.
R.A'.A.F.

Low lying M.G,
attacks on Vichy
M,Ts Concen=
trations, No
results observed.
M,Ge fire near

M,T, Woather fine,

1 dem~
aged,

QOUIVELTRA

? June

4 Tamahawks

3 Sqdn,
Rofiefsel

Ground straffing
N.Eo, NoW, and
South, Weather
fi’ﬂe. No A.oil.

29 June

8 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn,
RelioAJF s

Aerodrome M,G'd,
4 Glemn Martins
destroyed on
ground, 1
triple~engined
a/c. severely
damaged, 1
Glenn Martin
intercepted
near QOSSEIR

. and shot dowvm

into sea off
BEIRUT,

RAYAK

8 June

5 Tomahawks

3 Sqdn.

S ..L:l ..L“L .F °

Aerodrome

M,G!d, 6
Fighters on
ground believed
hit by bullets,
Details of damage

unobserved, as no :

N~
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FIGHTER INTERCEFTIONS AND ENGAGEMENTS

SYRTA (CONTD.)

TARGET | DATE FORCE | SQUADRON |  RESULIS _LOSUES IN ATR
| L OVN | ENEMY
RAYAK no incend, ammo,
~(CONTD. ) , : available,
" 8 June |3 Hurricanes 80 Aerodrome cmpty,

M.G'd 1 CR=-42

3 miles to NE, and
1 Morane 6 miles
Wlest, the latter
believed destrdyed,

" 8 June |1 Hurricane 208 RAYZK Satellite
L.G, machine=-
gunneds 1 CR-42
damaged on ground,

'

" 123 June |5 Hurricanes 260 Aserodrome straffed,| 2 missing
‘ 6 " 80 Also BAALBECK and
Dot T.IIL. & a/c,

destroyed on
ground,

" 23 June |6 Hurricanes| = 80 TALTA and RAYAK 1 prob=:

- . Det, - |aerodromes ‘ - | ably

attacked, 11,836 destroyed
rounds ammunition in combat,

expended, 4

E/L burnt out;
many damageds

Some 4,4, from
TALTA,. Weather
good,

" 26 June |8 Tamahavks 3 Sqdn, |{Lerodrome attacked,
Rufi i Fol 4 hiplancs and

1 Dewotine hit,
Fine weather,

" 26 June |6 Hurricanes 80 Det, |4 a/c, destroyed
on aecrodrame and
10 damaged.

Good weather,

" 1 July |8 Tomahaviks 3 Sqdn, |M.T. and A,F.Vs
RufiofioF o} machine~gunned,
2 light fanks
and 20 large

i M,T, destroyed,

: , . a ‘
" L July |7 Tomahawks 5 Saqdn, . Lcrodrome M.G'd
{ RefoliePy 2 0/c, burnt out
, & Potez shot up,
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' FIGHTER -INTERCEETIONS AND ENG/GENMENTS

SYRTA (CONTD.)

TALRGET

DiTE

FORCE

'
4

' SQUADRON!

RESULTS

| TOSSES IN AIR
OWN ~  ENEMY

RAYAK
~(CONTD., )

¢ 11 July

7 Hurricanes

60

Aerodrome "M,G'd,
1 a/c, burnt out,
10 other a/c,
damaged, Goods
train at RLYAK
MoGt'de  ieiie
fairly accurate,
Weather fine,

SATD:L

13 June

8 Tamahawks

3 Sqgdn,
R..A..[L .F .

Interception by
Tomahaviks =~
Ju.???

3 des=
troyed
1 dap=
aged,.

15 miles
W . of
SATD{ .,

16 June

6 Hurricancs

A/C' on flee'.b
protection
engaged 9 Ju,88s.
2,820 rounds
ammunition
expended, No
LeAe leather
good,

1 dowm,
4 dame
aged,

SHETKH
MISKIN

15 June

6 Gladiators

l|xl| Flt.

12 Dewotine 520s
engaged by
Gladiators over
Sheikh Miskin
and driven off,

1 .dowvn 2
1l dam=
aged,

COAST

9 June

? Hurricanes
? Tomahawks

80
3 Sq_dn.
R ._!. .j& .F Y

s

French a/c,
attempting to
attack our

a/c, vho were
maintaining
fighter patrols
over H.M, ships,
were intercepted,
1 Potez, 2
Devwotines and

1 Bloch probebly
destroyed, and
a_third Dewotine
in collision
with one of the
three missing
Hurricanes,

3 5 prob-

missing | ably
destroy-

eda

"

13 June

? Hurxicanes
? Tomahawks

80
3 Sqdn'
R..!AXQ.A..F °

4/C, maintaining
standing patrols
over H.M, Ships
intercepted 8
Ju, 88g,

3 down
1 dam~-
aged,

)
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FIGHTER INTERCEPTIONS AND ENGAGEMENTS

SYRL: (CONTD.)

}

:

LOSSES IN AIR

!
'

EESULTS ;

LRGET |  DLTE | FORCE SOUADRON | ;
: | | oW | ENEMY
SYRTAN | '
COLST 15 June {3 Hurricanes | 80 Det, | 6 Ju.88s escorted 3 Ju.88's
(CONTD, ) { by 6~12 Deviotines probably
or lioranes destroyed,

attempting to
attack H,M, Ships
were intercepted
by Hurricanes,

" 15 June |1 Hurricane 80 Det, |Engaged 3 Moranes 1 damaged,
: over H,M. Ships,

" 7 July |6 Hurricanes | 80 A/C. on fleet 1 badly
) patrol, 1 Ju,88 damaged,

interccepted

and thought

too damaged to
return to base,

TALIL 4 July |10 Hurricanes | 450 Vichy a/c, on
260 aerodrome and
satellite L.G.
nachine~gunned,
Goods train
also attacked,
Light inaccurate
A..’.Aa.‘ Fine
veather. 2mm
e/a, desiroyed.

TALL i~ 5 July |10 Hurricanes | 450 Vichy a/c,
HOMS : 260 - | attacked. 1
u/z Deviotine
destroyed.
1 Sandstorms,
TALTS 6 July 6 Hurricanes |L450 L.G., henger,
= : 260 1 biplane ,
and 1 monoplane
machine-gunned.

I'ine weather,

" 10 July |7 Hurricancs 80 8 a/c. on
aerodrome M,G'd,
ALl hit, but
danage not
ohserved,
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APPENDIX D(i)
NUMBER COF E/4i DESTROYED ON THE GROUND BY OUR FFIGHTERS
Date |- Place and Time Own_aircraft Eneny aircraft Own casualties - Eneny casualties
r -
Babeltl } Raysk Satellite Estabel 0550 3 Hurricanes Morane and Ce Rel2 Mil 1 iorane 1 CoR.42 destroyed
Bebekl ditto 0615 5 Taaahavks Fighters - Nil 6 "ifcll Hit"
236601 ‘ Talia 1325 6 Hurricenes 36 Glenn Martins and Nil 4 destroyed, 12 badly danaged
. , Potez 63
23¢6e41l | Rayal ' 1340 2 Hurricanes 24 Dewoitines Nil 6 Dewoitines demaged
23,641 | Talia 1355 | 5 Hurricanes Potez 63 or Glenn Martin it 4 E/a destroyed, 8 E/a danaged. Note:
- ! A " and possibly a JU.52 Of these 8 possibly 1 was was a JU.52.
23,6641 | El RKuseir 1810 |12 Tomahawks 1 Glenn Martin Nil A 1 Potez 63, 1 Glenn ¥artin destroyed
} 1 Potez 63
26e6e41 | Homs 1520 8 Tomahavks Fighters (Dewoitines) 1 Badly dem- 4 destroyed
i ' aged Pilot
E safe, ;
2646e41 | Deir Ez Zor 0545 3 Blenheims Potez 63 ' ©Nil 3 Potez damaged
2646all ;| Rayek 1800 |12 Hurricanes Unknown fighters Nil 4 destroyed
i ‘ 10 Damaged
29¢6eL41 | EKuseir 1830 9 Tomehawks Glenn lartin Nil . Y Glenn Martins destroyed
! ) 1 Dewoitine 338 damaged -
30e6ell | Bazlbek 2nd Satellite 1800 |10 Hurriceanes 5 Twin Engined Nil 4 Twin Engined a/c heavily hit
1. 7s41 i Baalbek 2nd Satellite  O745 7 Tomahaviks 8 Unidentified “Nil 1 destroyed, others damaged
2¢7ell | Tripoli 1745 6 Tomahawks 5 Loire 130 Nil Two left in sinking condition
3e7e41 | Hema ‘ 160C |10 Hurricanes 12 Leo 45 ? Nil 2 Leo's destroyed (on fire)
' 8 damaged
Le7o41 | Talia Satellite 1000 | 10 Hurricanes 9 Glenn lartins Nil L damaged
GeTell | Baalbek.and Talia 0630 6 Hurricanes Glenn licrtin, Leo 45, and Nil 1 Glenn liartin domaged
various unidentified | L Leo's 35 "
a/c 2 Unidentified "
7o 7okl | Tripoli 1330 2 Beaufightcers| 8 Plying Boats Nil 4 Damaged
Unidentified :
Te7alil | Tripoli ' 1640 2 Beaufighters| 8 Flying Boats 1 Beaufighter | 2 Damaged
' ' ‘ Uhidentified slightly
|  damaged
/e Telil




2

Date - Place and Time Own aircraft Eneny aircraft Own casualties Encny casualties
9e 76 41| ileppo 1250 | 10 Hurricanes 2 Mixed a/fc Nil 1 potez 63 )
o 1 Parman-222) Destroyed
7 Potez 63 ) Damaged
. : . 1 Glenn lartin )
104 7o 41| Hama 0700 6 Tomahawks 8 Leo 45 Nil 2 Leo 45 Destroyed
; 6 Leo 45 Damaged
10, 7e4llTalia 0730 6 Tonahawks Unidentificd 1 demaged 3 Unidentified damaged
10, 7«41 Taliz 1750 7 Hurricancs 9 Mixed a/c Nil 6 Strafed but probebly all had been
' ’ A . : o shot Up previously
]:1." 7o 41! Fah, Lleppo, Hame 1320 6 Tomzhawks Various Nil Fah 1 Three engined a/c destroycd
uegpo 1 Leo 45 destroyed
1l Leo demaged
7 Unidentified dmagcrl
Hama 1 Potez 63 destroyed
1 Bloch 200 damaged
2 Unidentificd damaged
Totzl Total Vichy casualties
None destroyed 33 destroyed
3 damaged 107 damaged



APPENDIX D(ii)

NUMBER OF MY ATRCRATT DESTROYED IN THE ATR BY OUR TIGHTIRS

Dote

!
i

Tire (IT) Ovm pircroft. Hostile aircraft "Ovn caswltics Hostile casurlties

9.6.41 1030 3 Hurricanes of 1 Potez 63 Nil f 1 probobly destroyed

80 Sgqundron ;
9.6.41 1540 | 3 Burricancs é Bioch 2 ! 1 Bloch probebly destroyed

. 6 Dewoitinés ;
9.6.21 1605 3 Hurricancs 3 Dovioitines. %. ) 3 dostroyed. Onc pilot safec,

Pilot safe i
13.6,42 1530 8 Tomrhowls 8/9 JU. 88 M1 .3 degbroyed, 1 mroboably dostfovccl,
. - : . 1 darnged.
13.6,41 i 1830 2 Hurricancs 2 Potesz 63 1 damcged 2 Potez destroyed
: 3 Morancs (Confirmed 0TS) :
L. 6,41 i 1800 3 Hurrichnes 3/} borbers Nil 1 Dewoitine probably destroyed
|- 6/12 Devoitines .
We 6,51 i 1750-1815 1 Hurricone 4 Loire S Ml "1 Morane damoged
T 3 Moranc
15.6,41 1800 5 Tomahawks 2 Glenn Mortins Nil 2 destroyed
15.6.41 0950 6 Gladiotors 12 Dewoitines 1 destroved 2 destroyed
15.6.41 - 1715 6 Hurricanes Approx, 9 JU. 88 Ml 1 JU.88 destroyed, 1 damaged
18.6.41 1700 "5 Gladiators 6 Dewoitines Nil 2 destroyed, 1 pilot safc
19.6.41 16L5 5 Tomnhovies 8 Glemn Martins Ml 2 domcged
23,6.41 - 5 Hurricancs 3/5 Dewoitines (3 Iharicones 2 probablv 'Cmmgcd
1 pilot snfe) ;
24,6, 1.,.1 1230 7 Tomdhowks L. Potcz 63 M1 ' {7 destroyed, 1 probably domaged
28,6.41 - 9 Tomahowks 6 Glenn Morsins Mil 6 destroyed
29,6.41. 1245 1 Blcnhcim 3 Dewoitincs” il 1 Dewoitine domoged
2 Potes

29.6.41 - 9 Tomahowks 1 Glenn Martin il 1 destroyed
6. 7. 41 07700 1 Hwricane 2 Devroitines 1 Hurricanc -

dnmeged
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Own casualties

Date Time (IT) Ovn aircraft Hostile aircraft Hostile casualties
7.7.41 1515 6 Hurricanes 1 Ju. 88 1 Hurricane damaged |1 JU.88 probebly destroyed
10.7.41 1055 . -7 Tomahawks 5 DGWOl'tlnu 520 ‘2" Blenheims 5 Dewoitines destroyed
' 7 Blenheims destroyed. (3 men ,
: baled out)
1 Blenheim badly
» . : damaged,
11.7.41 . 1320 . 6 Tomahawks 1 Dewoitine 520 1 Tomahawk 1 Dewo:u.tlno destroyed
- . S destroyed (Pilot safe) -
1h. 741 1350 1 Hurricane 18.79 - 1 S8.79 damaged
Total 10 destroyed 31 destroyed
' 6 probably destroyed

o}

5 domaged

13 dﬂmgcd



RECCLD OF FLIET IR .Rir (1L TIONS

8th June to 1st July, 1941.

) )

IPENUIX E.

Date

Operation arrangod -

Operation carried out

Results

. Remarks

8/6

96

10/6

NOCIE. C

803 Squadron (Fulmor)
Protcction of Fleet
off Coast,

815 Squadron (Swordfish)
to dive bomb Vichy
destroyers at Beyrouth,

829 Squadron (ilbacores
and Swordfish) to dive
bormb Vichy dcstroyors
at Beyrouth at about
2330,

815 Squadron (Swordfish)
to dive bomb cr torpedo
destroyers at Beyrouth
at about 0030/11,

Protected Ileet from 0700
to 1830.

Not carricd out,

L4 “lbacores and 3 Sword-
fizih set out, 3 Alba-
coxrcs and 3 Svordfish
arrived obout 2400,

2 [lbocores attacked,

Not carried out,

Two Fulmars shot down by
French tighters, One
forced londcd in sea,
Two shot up by French
fightcrs.

Nj—-l-.

Not secn. Nothing
shovn by RCN next day,

Nil,

¢ in-C, Med, ordered at thls stage that ships INSIDS the harbour were not to be attacked,
the only targets ships lying in the anchorage outside, or ships lying up the Coast,

This left three serviceable Fulmars,

It was dccided that these aircraft

cculd not opercte against shere-based
Tighters, and so fighter protection by No,3
and 1T, 80 Squadrons R..A.F. would be
substituted,

815 Squedron unable to coarry out attack aw,
by mistike in their orders, they did not
hove busb rncks,

Vichy Je.ﬂ,rcyors werc not certainly loccted,
and owing to cloud only two a/c attacked,
Results viere not obscrved,

Ordcrs werc received from Cein-C, Med, that

no attack ves to be carricd out without his

permission, .5 result of this 845 Squadron
was told to cancel attack, when permission
vas finally grented 815 was told to attk -~

but this signnl did not get through in time

for then to attack. '

This left as



Date Operation arranged Operation carried out Results - Remarks

11/6 829 Squadron‘(ixlbacores 2 Mbacores and 2 Swordfish Mil. .Airozf'aft atﬁackec:l flotilla lea-;deF lying
and Swordfish) to dive attacked at 2400, outside harbour in anchorage.:.ns:.de netse
bomb destroyers lying 411 borbs missed, neargst being 10 ft,
in anchorage at Beyrouth
at about 2330, : v
815 Squadron (Swordfish) 3 sSwordfish searched Possible hit on merchant | No warships seen,
to attack destroyers Beyrouth at 0100, ' ship, :
lying in anchorage at
Beyrouth at about 0030

12/6 | 829 squadron. (s;lbacores 1 Albacore patrolled off . Nil, One a/c attacked a destroyer in the roads,

" | and Swordfish) to Beyrouth 2030 to 2230, attack- and one a warship about 5 miles N, of
attack destroyers lying ing after patrol, 2 Albae- Beyrouth steaming North, Both missed,
in anchorage at cores 2 Swordfish attacked One eircraft forced-landed in sea near
Beyrouth, One a/c.to at about 2300, Of these latter Saida, crew safe, pilot §/Ldr, Phillips
patrol off harbour fram only one dropped borbs, slightly injurcd,
dusk until 2230 to ‘
intercept eneny if they
left harbour to disperse
up Coast,
815 Squadron (Svmrdf‘ish) 3 Swordfish carried out Onc warship torpedoed One svordfish torpedoed largest of three
to sweep down Coast sweep armed with in Djounieh harbour, warships in Djounich harbour, 8 nilecs
Tripoli to Beyrouth to ‘torpedoes, North of Béyrouth, No ships seen in
attack enery warships, anchorage outside Beyrouth, Enery
Attack after 0030/13th, appearcd to bc dispersing shipping up
: the Coast during the night,-
13/6 | 815 Squadron (Swordfish) |4 Swordfish ocarried out sweep |{One unidentified vessel No warshifis in anchorage ot Boyrouth, Onc sus—

to sweep coast from

"~ | Tripoli to Beyrouth,

between 0300 and 0400/14,

torpedoed outside

_|Beyrouth,

pected submarine in harbour at Djounieh, 0il
observed at Djounieh confirming hit during at-
tack of night 12/13the RCN on 14/6 showed lots
of oil in harbour at Beyrouth,probably from

tanker "Adour", thought to have been hit
Ship not sunk,’ th *

) | )
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Date

Operation arranged

Operation carried out

Results

Renarks

/6

15/6

16/6

829 Squadron proceeded back
to Bgypt.

815 Squadron intcrcepting
French nerchant ships of
Gyprus-

815 Squadron reinforced
with 2 Albacores fron
829 Squadron,

815 Squadron (Swordfish)
to carry out dusk attack
on Vichy destroyer
atteipting to reach
Beyrouth from the Viest,

815 Squadron,

Search by one a/c to find
Swordf'ish missing on

raid 15/16,

Cs in-C, Med, ordered Vichy déstroye

829 Squadron proceeded back
to Bgypte.

815 Squadron intercepting
ships,

Dusk atteck,

Lttack by three a/c ot
0400/ 16th

Search carried out by one
Swordfish,

operational control of H,qQ,, R,A,F,, P, & T,J,

Ships made to steer §,E,
avay fron Turkish coast,

Could not find target,

Onc certain hit, two probable,

Ship sank,

1 Swordfish lost,

Wireckage found East of

Cyprus,

rs to be destroyed, using F....,

and R,L.F, resources,

2 ships anchored in Turkish waters, but
Werc persuaded by Swordfish to Procced
S.B,, towards Cyprus, No attack on Syriar.
coast arranged for tonight,

Ship was hit and RCN by 845 next day showed

.0il and wreckage in the position of the
attack, Reuter telegram of 17/6

quoting, Vichy verifies that ship was sunk,
s#/c crew were not recovered, but dinghy
was found amongst many erpty rafts and
boats, It is hoped that crev were taken
prisoner by the French,

See above,

F, i, A, put under




to attack 3 Vichy
destroyers in Beyrouth

~after 2330/21 o

-Date Operation arranged Operation carried out Results Remarks
17/6 815 Squadron Sweep carried out 0300 No shipping sighted, RCI carried out at 500 to 1500 ft, o
Sweep down Coast Tripoli to 0415 by 3 Swordfish. shipping seen, Onc a/c forced landcd
to Beyrouth during moone— necar C, Kiti on return,
light, to destroy Vichy ) : ’
destroyers,
18/6 829 Squadron detachment arrived Lydde (3 Albacorcs)
829 Squadron (Albacorcs) Dusk torpedo attack on sloop Unknovn, Vichy worships had been bombarding Coady
dusk torpecdo attack on or submarine, by onc Albacorc. Intention was to tprpedo onc on arrival
Vichy destroyers at back in harbour, Sloop or submarinc was
Beyrouth, cncountercd lying well out in anchorege,
and was attacked, Aircraft forced
danded ncar Saide, in sca, Cause: bullect
in oil systcr, Crev unhurt,
19/6 829 Squadron Attack by 2 Albacores and 1 Onc hit cledimed on sub- Attocked ships lying alongside main
Night dive bombing attack Svordfish flarc-dropping marinc, o or three on ware-housc jetty in Beyrouth,
on destroycrs in Beyrouth. at 2200, Jetty,
20/6 815 Squadron, to interccpt Shadowing aircraft lost Wil, Destroyer subscquently cntered Beyrouth
and attack Vichy destroycr con|touch, '
route Kaso-Bcyrouth.
21/6 815 Squadron (Swordfish) No attack, Nil,



Date

Opcration arrangcd

Opcration corricd out

Rornrks

22/6

23/6

21,/6

25/6

26/6

829 Squadron (Swordfish)
(and Albacores) to attack 3
Vichy destroycrs in Beyrouth
before 2300/21.

815 Squadron to attack
Beyrouth destroyers before
0300/24k. 829 Squadron to
attack Beyrouth destroyers
after 0300/24.

806 Squadron two flights arrived at Lydds preparatory to opera

duc 26 Junc - and cquipment.

829 Squadron attack destroyers

in Beyrouth at any time.

829 Squadron attock shipping

- Beyrouth and Nortlward, dusk

torpedo attack

|

1

Lttacked shipping ot Beyrouth
at about 2230, vith 2 a/c and
1 flore~dropper.

Attacked shipping in Beyrouth
2345 to 0015 (3 Swordfish)
sttacked shipping in Beyrouth
(2 Albacores) at 0430,

Not obscrved.

Not obscrved cxecpt for
1 sticlt on Jjetty ncor
torgct,

i Hits scen on Jetty necox
destroyer,

' One o/c dropped torpeds ab centre
onc of 3 destroyers lying inshorc in
| anchoraze.  Results not observed,
Onc a/c bobed ceross cdsc of wharf
between New Brealamtcr and Moin
Jetty.

1 Onc utick on E. side jotty neor
i destroycr.,

| 1 o/c danaged by A k.
i than usucl.

{1 a/c did not drop.

| Down attack., Hurricane protcction -
iprovided for return journcy. More
P fire than usunl. ’

P liescs

Morc A A,

ting as Fleet protection Unit, Mointenance and ground personncl

i

H

2 Albacores attacked destroyers; On jetty ncor torget.

2130 (borbs).
1 Swordfish (torpedo) found
no torget.

1 Swordfish attacked smnll
motor vessel off Beyrouth at
dusk,

Unknovm,

¥

Two 4ilbacores dive bombed destroyer
alongside wharf between New
Brealmmter and iain Worchouse
Jtty. Sticks in approx. position
of ship, but no certain results.
Onc Swordfish with torpedo found
nothing but a hospital ship, which
1t did not attack.

Small motor vesscl procecdiné
towords Beyrouth from 5 miles NLW,
No result scen, ‘




Date Operation arranged i Opcration corricd out ; - Results Remarks
27/6 806 Squadron moved to Ramnt David, Sotellite of Hadifa i
i
. : i . ¢ . . . .
28/6 806 Sguadron protect ' 2 patrols over noval forces % Nil Working wnder dircction of
naval forces : ! Hoifo R.AVT. and in conjunction
E i with 80 Squadron, Hurricancs
H l N N
30/6 5 aircraft 826 Squadron arrived Lyddn for specinl operations Jmder 201 Group, concerning imterception of Vichy
reinforcements for Syria ¢ : , ! :
/7

8% 826/829 Sguadron and 64 806/803 Squadron departed. for Cyprus, to be under tho Commond of 201 Group.
i i !




APPENDIX F

BOIB DAULGE ON MAIN SYRTAN TARGETS

_.LEPFO

Location

Damage

Acrodromc

Conment

Aleppo Railwey
Worlkshops

Aleppo "Baghdad"
Railvay Station

PN IUTUIIPUSINS RS A 4

Dircct hit on small hangar full of aircraft sparcs,
hangar collapscd and material destroyeds Dircet hits
on four mmall stonc houscs, men's quarters and
Officers' Mess. Quarters partislly destroyced, dud
hit on Officors! Mess only damaged roof as bombs
were instantancous. Six wooden hubs, men's quarters,
shattered by blast and bomb splinters. Others
slightly demaged. Onc petrol vaggon. 1 fire engine,
1 aircraft, I truck full of ammunition and 1 empty
truck all closc to cach other ncar main hangar hit
by bomb splinters and burnt out. -

Nearly o dozon incondiary bombs penctrated the roof
of the main hangar and burnt out harmlessly on the
concrete floor, The hangar was full of aircraft at
the time (obout nine aircraft) but the flomes did
not rcach high or far cnough to touch any part of the
aircraft. In onc case, an incendiary bomb penctrated
the roof of the hangar and the top and bottom planc
of an aircralt and burnt itself out underneath
vriithout ceven singeing the aircraft.

Tifteen aircraft were destroyed by bowbs and mochine=
gun firc (including two large Air Francc passenger
aircraft) in the South West corner of the aerodrome.
Several direct hits were scored on the rummy.

Seven aircraft were destroyed or rendered
wscrviceeble in one attack by our fighters,

Tt is reported thot the Vichy forces at iAleppo
usually had the following notice of approach of
our aircraft:-

From Irag: 1 hour's warning by telephone
from Deir-cz-Zor,

From the const: 15 minutes! worning.

From S.5.5: No warning., Adrcraft avoiding
towms. :

Four' bombs dvopped between workshop buildings and
trains, Onc bomb destroyed three passcenger coaches,
two cranes, onc gasoil tank woggon, one water tank
waggon and damaged the frameworl: of two workshops.
The other threc bombs damaged worlkshop walls and
roofs but not the machinery or equipment inside,

Dircet hit on open large cmpty shed (stecl fremework)
opposite main station building, wreclding onc end

of it,

Onc delayed action bomb two yords from main linc,
destroying four passenger coaches and cutting line.
Incendiary bombs on office building (50 yards N.

of main station building) destroying scveral offices.
At the time of the raid, an ammunition troin was in
the D.B.P, station, which is half o mile 3outh of
the "Boghdod" stotion.
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Location.

Damage

Lleppo Tovm

Several bombs fell on the town, cauging sone
damage to civilian property and several casualtics.
One bomb fell at the back of the Baron Hotel and
the owner, who thought thot his hotel had been”
picked out as the target (sic) becauss the Geeman
Commission had made it their Headquorters, asked. ..
the onc rempining member of the Commission te

‘lécve the hotel. The German left!

BEYROUTH

e anw.

Port.

) Installations ‘

Conmacnt

Port

Shipping

Shell Co.
Petrol

Comnent

" Throc bombs through main Western Customs sheds

next to Base Militaire.

Roof partly dcéfroj@d, but building un=-scethed.
No firc, no damage donc to goods as thore were

“none therc,

One bomb hit a sm2ll galveniscd shed next to the
entrance to the Port, destroying o quantity of
cement. '

Five bombs hit & linc of six sheds in the Bose
Militaire, blowing the galvanised roofs of f three.
sheds and portly damoging the other thrcc. Apart

|  from superficial blast domage to the walls, the

sheds remain intoct. No damage causcd becavse
the shecds werce cmpty.

Two bombs blew up the railway line leading
through the rain cntrance to the Basc Militaire,
The red beacon at tiie end of the brealwater was
damaged. o

" Two bombs fell ncar the Gore D,H,P. (R luoy

Station) of the port, doing little demoso.

Owing to the fact that practically all the sheds
in the Port werc cmpty of goods, 1iithle dwage
was causcd. Apart from destroyoed and partiy
destroyed roofs, the sheds repuin intocet. The
railway installations within the Pase Hiliteire
were untouched and the two blocks of ghcde at the
Western end of the Mole were alsc untouched.

It is confirmed that 'the "Pegosus! was-hit
. D

amidships, causing & firc.

It is confirmed that the destroyer "“Vaughlin®

" reccived & direct hit, but did not sink. The

aft gun wos digmontled ond uscd by vhe Army ag an
A.A, gun. Four gailors werce killed.

Tin factory destroyed. Genertl store burnt
out, Roof of -1 tank blown off, Others
perforated by blast and splinters, 120 tons
lubricating oil destroyved. 90 tons cviation

spirit destroyed. 50 tons ii/T spirit dectroyed.

A direct hit was scored on & tani fiiled with
LOO tons of gosoil, The only damnge donc was to
blow off the rocf. Bomb splinters perforated the
tank, but did not reach the level of the ghsoil.
The gagoil did not cotch fire,
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Location

Dmna.gc

Socony Vacuun Co.

i Domage nil. No bombs hit the target.

Notion Co. (Aé.jaccnv t0 §.V.C.)

Corment

One boxb hit side of building where pumps were stored,
doing & little domnge to the building. 37 barrcls
contoining 9360. litres of petrol werce burnt.

Onc bomb fell half a metre aviy from onc of the big
tonks, c:u.glng big hole-in the gide of the tank and
i rendering it unscrviceable. Two other big tonks and
;b0 s .ll tonks were perfor ated by bomb spl:.nters.

All the tonks were cmpty. With the exception of orne
tonk, 211 the others are repairable,
i There were no cogualtics.

Menbacheff & Co. (./\ jocent %o I\"ﬁt:.onal ©o.)

Corment

Soc. de Nafto.

" One bo.hlb fell on o .;hcd con’ca:.nlng the records. Shed’

- gutted,
" One borb foll on o shed containing petrol pumps,
destroyed them all. 4 number of: barrels contoining

the follow :Lng vwere destroyed:~

5 r‘ilnc:cu..l 0il 1776 kilos valued ot £8. 962
" Petrol 2 tons . i " £8. 210

Benzinc - 15 tons " £, 3169

A bomb ‘hoppened to fall in front of the entrance to

thc Tn..,tullet.' on just g a pagscenger troin from

. Djouné was possing. A carricge was hit and fourteen
| people killed. o ‘

(8.7.0.C.)

Comnent

The Residency,
Beyrouth -

i

- Three bombs foll neer tonks end two tanks were
i perforated by bomb lz.q‘cc,rs. The tenks were empty.
| Barrels con'ta.ininp 0 litres of ro’""ol were burnt
. (20 borrels).
" No casunltics, A nuber of bombs fell in the sea
| ncaxr this point. '

One bowb fell in the drive 25 yards away from and
directly opposite the moin entronce, cousing a
Sfairly substonticl amount of blast damngoe.
One borib fell in drive 25 yoards oy from and
oppositc North corncr of thc, bu.L'Lc‘L_ng , doing o
limited amount of superficial domege. Two direct
hits throvgh the smoling room (and 'b‘.r) in the
North West corner. of the building, cousing two
metre holes in the room and doing.o. 1ot of superficial
damoage to the wolls.
Onc bor 0 hit roof of vc.mndb.n adjoining the snok:.ng
room. Fair damage.
Onc bomb fell.three metres avay from the centre of
the West side of the building (staircase) blowing
n &1l the windows and doing o lot of demoge to the
woodwork and cousing a lot of superficicl domege to
the walls.




L

Dannge

Commént

Beyrouth’
Civil

Commacnt

Six bombs werc counted in the racccourse about 250/L40 - -
yards awey, -
Two bombs werc not c.eccounted for, ST

The Southern cnd of the building wes hordly touched,
In spite of three dircect hits and threc alnost direct
hits, the building is certainly. no shell., iost of the
roof is still intact, the walls arce still standing, as
is the verandah:; the building is not wreckcd ond can be
repaired in & fairly short spacc of time. Vhat offect
the bombing has had on the foundations is not knowm,
Reports that General Dentz was in the Residency at

the time are not confirmed. Mme. Dentz would normally
be in the building at that time, but hoppened by some
coincidence t0 be in iAley on that day.

. N
. - .

. The mein domnge to civilian property wos caused in the

arca near the Port, the Rue Gourand (parallel to the *
Port) and the Armenian Quarter near the ibattoirs.

1 x 500 1b bomb fcll 1 metre from the Omor iosque in
the Sursuck Suk, damsged the wall of the Mosque and
completely destroyed two big blocks of flats (L
storeys). 3 unexpectcd bombs fell into the Municipal-
ity, 1 through the Director's room.

-1 big block of flats in the Suk Jamil was destroyed.
A number of bombs. fell in the Rue Gouraud at

intervals of 100 yards, destroying scveral housecs and
damaging several others,

Six-bombs fell very ncar. the Regic Tabacs buildings,
damaging then pretty badly. (Ruc Boitros Dagher).

A number of incendiorics fell on the trom sheds, doing
no damage at all,

A number of bowbs fell near the abattolrs, though none
of then were direct and only a very little superficial
domage was done. ,

Four bombs fell on the Armenian Guarter (tin huts) near
the Abottoirs, destroying & nunber of huts and killing
20 persons. Three bombg were dropped near the Goroge
Municipale destroying two houses and killing six persons.

The total nuiber of houscs seriously damaged is
estimated at 50,

The total nuwiber of killed is estimated at about sixty-
four, : .
The total number of wounded is cstimted at about 108,

It is difficult to ascertain how much of the domage
suffered by civilian property con be attributed 4o the
R.4.F, bombing. Bomb picces and frogments of German
origin have been found ncoar the American University
and on the Boulevord Nahr el Beyrouth, and therc is no
doubt that German bowbs ore responsible for a
proportion of the damage. e

DAMASCUS (liczze)

General
Aerodrome

The buildings have suffored no demage apart from a
certain amount of broken poncs of glags - the rosults

- of machine-gun attacks., They were on no occasions
.target of our bomber operctions. The following

aircraft were ground strofed and destroyed: ~




Location

P

Comment -

Lco riddled with bullets, lying on its belly.

Leo burnt out by incendicry mch:.no-—c“un bullets.
Leo tailpiece riddled with w“'\chinc-frun bullects.
Leo in heonger with rachine-gun bullcts through its
fusclage. Not badly damaged. '

JU, 52 with 'Iraqi markings, beoring cv:Ldenco of
having bcen machince=~gunncd. -

o e

l_l

Borbs falling on rumwiaygs proved ineffective in dry
weather, and damege \ms casily and quickly repairablc.

-DUVELD:,

The Citadel

Quortier
Vergne
Barracks

Quarticr
Bugsin

Artillery
1 Bairrocks

i Roilwey
sidings

Note: Opcrotions against this target were subject to the
limitotions thot for political reasons, it was undesirable
that any bombs should f2ll in the town. The cctunl torget
arca was the Citadel and the Cité Militaire, which occupy
an area about o quarter of o mile square within 300 yerds
of the ncarest.part of the towm,

1 bomb burst through stable, cousing no douange.

orses had clready been withdrawn,

2 bombs hit barrg.cks oppositc stebles, doing superficial

dainoge.

1 x 250 1b bob fcll 1 netre frem o big mogozine next to
105 mn gun, tearing o big hole through the ferroconcrete

A8" roof, and setting firc to o casc of shells., Although

the shclls blew up there were no gympathetic cxplosions
to the other cascs thot were stacked around.

2 borbs fell through roilvoy shcd , doing no damage.

1 borb fcll on water mein leading to station, cutting
viater supply off for holf an hour.

1 boulr fell through roof of Veterinary Clinic, destroying
it. 9 bombs fell ncar various parts of borrack buildings ’
doing supcerficial demoge to the wells.

18 borbg fcll outside the barrachs in the vicinity.

2 bombs fell through the. stables, doing no damoge,
1 borb fell through another stoble, doing no damge,

1 bomb fell two metres from a snmall axnunition and shell
dump and set fire to o case of snell ccerial borbs.

There were no sympathetic explosions.

1 bomb fell 1 metre from another small stone built shed
containing dynoamite and gelignite, grozed o case of
zelignite bubt caused no cxplosion,

1 bomb f'¢ll 1 mctre from another stone built shed
filled with hand gronades, blew up onc case of hand
grenades, bubt caused no sympathetic explosions,

Raid on 28/6/41

Three bombs straddled o railvey siding (covered),
Idlo South of the main sidinz, doing the following domage:-
1 waggon filled with coal completely gutted, 2 vaggons
blasted off the rails, pertiolly draaged (repura.blc).
Roilwoy lines in the clo s¢ vicinity turned up.

1 bamb fell 1 metre from an mwured militery vioggon,
blasting the turret,

1 engine mchine-gunned (alrecdy rop::.ired).



Location

Donage

Cortent

4 .R‘..J.c'l on 9/7/&-1

It is reportecl that no bonb.; fell on the railvay
sidings during this raid ond no damoge wos done, to the
railvay or roilwey installations. Most of the bonbs
fell in the cmpty ﬂnd opcn ficlds to the Fast oi’ the

_ station,

Reid on 11/7/41 o

. Results nil., Domcge nil, . No stores.were hit, though
" the Recreation Hall of the Rayok acrodremc, about 50

metres across the road, was touched by borb splinters,
One borb grozed the corner of the bridge crossing the
reilwey line (on the Bao .Lbel~:~Rong road).

‘It is of 1ntcrcst 0 notc that tnrcc bombg hit thrce

different ond soporate stonc built arvmnition and
shell dumps, blew up o case of shells, and yot did not
explode the other coases of shells whlch were gtacked
around, below and adjoining.

‘The f‘:Lrs'b tine pa.ﬂphl(,‘bs were thrown over Suweida

everybody was anxious to get & copy and nobody took
shelter. Just as the pamphlets had been dropped, &
bomb was dro;ppecl os o farewell present., Two soldiers
were killed. This caused a very unfavourcble
inpression,

()



APPENDIX G

’AI'R LARSHAL TEDDER AND GEMNERAL IE GAULLE

Adr Marshal Tedder's opinion of General de Gaulle way
be scen in a letter 4o the Vice Chief of Alr Staff on June 3rd,
shortly before the corpaign opened,  "De Gaulle', he wrote,
"with vhen I had a tétc & tétc this morning,is anxious that if
we do have to fight in Syria we vill try and clear fhe Wy
with the oir first, I think his idea is that the Fronch in
Syria would be satisfied vith a token resistance and that air
;ction by us would imcet that requircrent and so avoid inter=-
necinc var., Incidentally, I was not very ismpresscd with
de Gaulle, I do not think he is half as big a nan as he
thinks he is, He is being incredibly stupid end rigid over
fhc Prenchnen vho have joined us and whose last wish is to
becope Pree FPrench, He has had the effi*ontcry to issue an
order prosoribing those people (some officers and sorc nen)
in the QA F.V,1R. and saying thot if they do not join hin they
will be liable to errcst, | I tried to get hin to see reason,
but it woas hopeless, and the final stages of our discussion
on this point aftcr I had explained thet we had defini‘bé
obligations 'tox"-mrdé these nen in our services vwere - .

De Goaulle =~ It is the lav,

l‘ﬁfsoif - It.is our honour,

De Gaulle = It is ny duty.

lyself ~ 1 shrug of the shoulders,

I an sure that our "backshecsh" allies ore faor more trouble
than thoy arc vworth ond I bclievé if' therec Wers no Free
Prenchien in Palestine we could probebly wnlk right through
Syria, bﬁt as it'dis I an afraid there will probably be more
fighting, "

There were not wonting somc officers béth of the Amy
and of the R, 4,7, who definitely preferred the Vichyites to
the de Gaullistes,  Alr Morshal Tedder did not go quite
ag for aos thot, strongly disliking both of them,

"Apart
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"ipart fron the pedestrionisn of fhe Army" he wrote after
the fall of Damascus "the big danger inJSyria is s 1 think,
de Geulle & Co, I think there is n6 .doub't at all that he
and many of 'his' entourcge are violently anti=British and
thoy aro doing their best to rouse feeling agninst us.
They are also trying to take the line that Syria is French
and our forces are only there on sufferance, They have
'ba.ken over Mezze acrodrome at Damnscus, end & Free Prench
guard had the effrontery to try and turn our x"c-fuelling

party off the place. They are also demndingA (I had

.~ a letter from de Gaulle yesterday) thot-I take into one

of ry squadrons in which we were trying to collect the
Free French pilots some ropg, tog and bobtail ex<Vichy
aimen who have baled out of Vichy aircraft and sone

who have been dug out of jug in Damascus, I have the

' strongest objection to tdking in people who change their

costunes so quickly, so I'm afraid there mey be & spob

of bother,"
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APPENDIX H

VIEVS OF SENIOR R,4.F. OFFICERS ON THE CONDUCT OF
MILITARY OPERATIONS IN SYRIA

A

Re£ss P, senior officers were not wenting in criticisn
of our militery strotegy in vs;')‘fria. "I an afraid I cannot
congratulate anyonc on the Syrian carpaign' wrote Alr Vice
Morshal D'Albinc, "I ever there was & show where speed
vas of irportence this surely wes the one,  Can you inagine
the Gomaons reking o loborious forwerd advance oghinst &
'country designéd for widec sweeping flank attocks? The
Druscs hive been our friends through the ages - did we meke
full use of this during this operation? I should s;ay that
politically end niliterily this hos been so for onc of our
nore outstonding blunders.  Adlr Mershal Tedder vas of the
sane opinion, "I also quite agree on the subject of Syria
and fecl it very difficult to be polite to our brothers in
OITIS, The delays there are doing incolculable hame I
vent up there mysclf two or three days 230 with Blaney
to sce what I could do to urge on a nove, They seen
quite imoveable, and if an enay gun goes off thoy want
to know vhy the \ir Force has not knocked it out, 1
started a nerve wer on Belrut, vhich opened vfi‘bh o really
first-class attock on the Residency by 11 Squadron; if
the Amy cannot beat fhem in front we moay be able to beat
then fronm behind,  However, words fail nel"

"he nost urgent job at, the moment" wrote Alr Morshal
Todder on July 7th "is to cloar up the Syrian affoir, Vhen
T heard of the possible French sen move I went along to ‘the
scldicrs to' sec if they could be encouroged to push on,

i, novel battle with the Frenoh is about the last thing we
wont (fepercussions in Alexandrin, Vest Africs, etcs 5610 )
and if Beirut could be liquidated the Prench venture vould
probably be droppeds — Stimulated Blaney to go up to '
Palestine (iiavell being awny) and decided ot last minute

/to



.2.

to go wp with hinm; - i‘o;lld- the .sold:}ers wo would try end

couge alamm and :desponciency':i-.r; tﬁéirut (w'h'ich was olready
getting very ;imr@y}. and ‘hoped they would stege ﬂn

&gressioﬁ in front’, No luck, I om afreid we have got a

- very pedestfi&h ax;mr, though in yfn'.i.rnéés one rmst admit that
ﬁhcy‘ hnv.'eﬂgoti fﬁeﬁéeive‘s tied 1115 -in ;txie prefty 'd;i.ffidu;l.t
country cseesa Hod a talk with Aﬁchinléck e.bouf ‘thinfgs, .

and he is determined to é;et Syria cleaned up ond Cyprus securod,
which sounds promising, At the present it could go on

indefinitely",





