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THE GAMPAIGN IN CRETE

SECTION T

PREPARATIONS FOR THE ATTACK

The hiétory of the R.AF. in the Cretan campaign was
primarily negative - the story of the disaster of its absence.:
But the campaign.is of the first importance in the history of.
aerial warfare in general, providing.as it does the first
largs example of a successful airborne invasion bver sea by a
Power which did not possess command of the sea.(l)

The Arrival of the British Garrison

Proposed Occup~ - In the early months of 1940 the French had been developing .

ation of Crete plans for the océupgtion of Crete .if Itely should come into
andlMilos. D.0. the-war. With theAFrendh collapse these plans fell by the
Ops. I. 3.5.40. wayside, When Italy attacked Greece the Greek Government, -
| afraid to offend the Germéns, was not. prepared to allow
British troops to land on the Greek mainland, but it allowed
troops to land in Crete in order to protect the naval
re-fuelling base at Suda Bay, the use of which was required by
.the Navy for'ifs‘task‘df protecting the Aegeanwaters, ‘The“l
first British troops, -therefore, landed in Crete early in
November 1940, This force then consisted of a Brigade
Group, less 2 battalions, under Brigadier Tidbﬁry. There was
-‘iittle prdspect of a‘serioﬁs attack on Crete sb long as the
Greek army was able to hald the Italians on the ﬁainland,
although be tween Nbvgmber and May there were a number of air
raids both on Suda Bay and on Heraklion,'bﬁt in these first
weeks it was not yet known whether the Greeks would be able
to hold the Italians at all, Brigadier Tidbury therefore,
prepariﬁg for %he worst, ordered intensive aigging-in sSo. as t§

enable the garrison to defend itself against airborne attacks

on Heraklion, Retimo or Canea,

(1), The island of Oesel in the Baltic was captured by the
Germans from thé,RussianS,by trSops landed by aeroplane

© in October 1917 but there was no Russian resistance and
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" Tn the middle of November the Greek Commander-in=Chief

insisted on the transfer of the greater part of the Cretan Report of Inter-

divisions to the mainlend to take part in the campa:.gn there. " Services Com~
In consequence of this, the Commander-in~Ghief, Middle Bast 5y mittee on Crete
decided to increase the British garrison in Crete to a division Do 2o

and to increase the anti-aircraft defences in proportion,

Air Dispositions in Qrete Before the Conquesi; of Greece
During these rpenths no Royal Aif Force operationai units

were Pe-rn‘zanently's‘tationed‘in Crete. The Fieet; Air Am

maintained a Fighte'r Squedron, No. 805, of reduced strength,

consisting of Mws, Gladiators and. Bﬁwsters, at Maleme,

The Brewsters were flown only in emengeney. , Th.e-Royal Air

Force used Suda Bay as an advanced base for the flying 'boats

~of No.. 230 Squadron, based at Alexandria, ]fn De cember 190,

\10.252 A M.n. S. was established at Maleme as part of the ‘

defence syste;r_; ‘o,f Suda Bay. Th::.s Stat:n.on fed 1nf'ormat10n to. the |

gun operations '_room at Canea ,‘,‘wh:.c:h was developed as an

operations centre. There was an efficient Greek Observer_'

system which gave information by telephone to the operations

centre at Canea, -~ Another A,M.E.S. Station, No.220, was’ being

prepared throughout these months at He rakl:u.on. In February

there was a passing proposal Wh:l.ch came to noth:n.ng, to statlon VA.O.C/ 9

I\To.73 Hurricane Squadron at Maleme with minimum mamtenance_ T16A |

crews end m:'minumi i:renepoz;ﬁ.- It was I;ep(_)rted to the Inter- 15. 2,41

Branch Conference at Ca:"u.re‘ .(to whom all problems of equipment

and def;ence in the Middle East were submitted) on April 10th

that there was a preposal to station Mo, 203 Squadron of Blenheﬁm
IVs from Aden at Maleme in order to attack Scarpanto and Rhodes

air béses;\ "Experience has shown" reported aTbI":i:ef .

appreciation on the air situation on March 6th, 1941, "that the

Fleet anchorage and the aerodromes at Crete are extremely

yulnerable to attack from the airs It had been intended A.‘O.C/ll;.
to detach a half squadron of fighters from Libya to provide e
f'lghter defence of . Grete. ' The changed situation in Libya made

1t necessary 'l:o cancel that move and there is no nmmeda.ate

- : /T“I"OS*V’ ot
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prospect of providing fighters in Crete". In .general,

_the Royal Air Force in Crete was almost entirely concerned with

administrative probletns, such as the _imiarovement and
construction of ai;.‘f-f‘ields and. the building;up of petrol, bomb
and ammunltlondumps. There were no R.A. F. Controllérs or
Operations Offioers. One Warrant Officer ‘and one Lieutenant .
(Meteorolog'ica‘l)’ attached to the Fleet Air Am acted as
Controllers at Suda Bay. ~ The Senior Air Force Off'ieer in

Crete; was f'enly a Flight Lieutenant s Flight' Iiieutenant I‘Tilliams, '

and & report of the Inter-Sérvices Committes(2) complains that

his duties were ill-defined and instructions issued to him
'f inadequate",

Airfield Preparation

During these months the facilities at Heraklion'airfield

were improved, a.nd additional airfields were being constructed

" at Maleme, Retimo, Pediada-Kestelli, Massara Plain ‘and

Kas samo's:-K:ae‘;tejlli' , “but owmg te’shortage of equipment work"’was' :
s low, The Minutes of the Special Conference on the Movements
of Forces to Greece, held at- Headquarters, M:dele .mast on-
Vovember 5th, 1940, and pres:Lded over by Air Vice-Marshal =~
Maund A 0 A., M.L., record "Crete - pollcy - to make this into

fortress“ but add the rlder “S.A.S.O. said that this could 'be

‘con‘side'recii:"' of -‘secondary ihlperterice at present" """ On March llth

it was reported to the Inter-Branch Conference "C. B, gave a

resum§ of his report of his visit to Crete. He sdid that the

mein runway at Heraklion is in use and the other will be

finished in a month, Retimo is about 80 per cent complete.

There is no possibility of any other runway being constructed
dn thiems'ite. ~ Maleme is progress:mg eetisfactorii} and they

/are .-

('2)‘ The Inter-ServieeSZComnlj.ttee ,consisting of Brigadier
Salietury Jones ,- Commander Wauchope R.N., Wing Gommander.
Huddlestone and Lieut. Colonel Bastin, was sat up in
Cairo in June 1941.to enquire into the lessons of the

Cretan Ca,inpa’ign and reported on July 2nd, 1941,
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‘are actually operatlng on' it though it 1s st:Lll only 70 per
cent complete, 'Arrangaments have also been made for the
cohstmgtio:n szf,>:c>,amp b};i;tdj.ngs for ‘qu disembarked Squadrons‘ of
the Flegt A:Lrl Arm, but C.E. wished to know if this -aerodrome

would be used ‘_e}gqlus:‘i.vgl‘.y for the Fleet Air Arm as there is

not enough accommodation for others, Answer 1s - f’or the

present The .ePmp, s:Lte at Herakl:l.on is getting on very well

1

and C. n. sPOke to Group Ca.ptaln E‘:packma.n(3 ) in regard to

(&)

accommoda.tlng EE in th:.s camp, S,A,S5,0. to inform

Halllday.(s) Pediada (south-east of Hersklion) is a wvery good

| site but the road approach is poor, Vork on this asrodrome

cannot. be started until Maleme is finished a.nd will have to

include work on the road. Should another aerodrome be required

C.E. recommended Massare Plain which, in his opinion, is the. bést

site on the island, but it will take at least six months to
build an aerodrome there."

Cond:Lt:Lon of Alrflelds 1n March 1941,

Thus, by the t:me the battle of Crete began only a 1and1ng
strlp at Ret:mo ( ) and an airfield for f:.ghters at Maleme and

one for all a:.rcraft at Herakllqn were completed. The landing

- ground- at Pediada-Kastelli was operationally complete but it was
not in use, as the G.O.C., Crete, decided that he was not able to

pI‘OV‘lde protectlon for it, As it had been reported to the

Inter-Branoh Commlttee on April 10th that it would not be fully

ready till July.2nd no preparations had been made for its defence.

/It

(3) Group Captain Spackman, D.F.C. A.0.C. Z Wing, March, 1941. .
(4) Z Wing - the force detailed to attack the Dodecanese
from Heraklion in operatlon Manch'ble.
(5) _Squad_ron Leader Hall:.day, Senior Adm:l.nlstratlve Off:.cer
_ 'Z W:Lng. o .
(6) _ Retimo, though it was pr:imar:i.ly_oﬁly a landing strip, had
‘cover for a small nmnbervof aircraft at an adjoining a

olive grove.
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It was, therefore, ;obstmcted by‘diggir}’g'tre'znqhes across it
. and piling earth between ‘the trenches, No ‘sgtellite airfields
. had been constructed, . No aircraft pens. had been constructed
. except at Herakliop..(n . .At Heraklion the petrol d\mp‘was put
Page 6 | outside .the perimeter, "All useless ground on a\eiodromés“
| reported Group Captaln Beamish in his DesPatch "was blocked by

' Report of Inter- barrels.fllled w::.th earth", Brlgadier Chapnell who became

Services Commander of British Forces in Crete in March 1941,(8) after-
Committee : wards complained that had the whole airfield at Heraklion been
page Lk built a thousand yards to the south-west its military def‘ence

would -have been very much eesier,

The German Attack on Greece

~With, the German attack on Greece a new s:.tuatlon arose..

It was, from.the f/'irst, probable that it WOyld ‘be‘ only a mattér |
of time before the Allies were expelled from. thé G‘zjee.lf:. a
mainland, and in a very few weeks it was clear that .CreteA's
first task would be to receive the evacua’cet_i tr60pé. At the
beginning of April Suda Bay was transformed frém ab_re;f‘uelling

Wavell Middle baée to.a Fleet bése, . This gréatly incz{éa;ed the i:ﬁportanoe

E East Despatch of its defences and' it was decided %o send At.he.re the Mobile

‘Pt. III. Sect.b3 Naval Defence Organisation which had reeenti& arrived in ’bhe
Middle East. Towards the end of Aprll MaJor-General Weston
command:.ng M N. B.D 0. was, therefore, sent out by Field Marshal
Wavell to make a report on the m;FL_:ytary situation. He saw
that with the. success of the Gerrrx.a;r; of_‘fe‘nsive in Greece it wes

/now

(7) The pens at Maleme were constructed by Group Captain
Beamish only in the days imnedie;tely ’béfore-'the invasion.

(8) The British Forces had seven Comnandefs during the seven
months of our occupation. They were: -

Brigadier Tidbury November 1940 = January 9th 1941

Maj. -Gen, Gambier Parry January 9th - February 7th

Lt, ~Col. Mather " February 7th - February 19th
" Brigadier Galloway - February 19th - March 19th

Brigadier Chappell March 20th - April 22nd

Maj. -Gen, Weston ' April 22nd - April 30th

Ma j. <Gen. Freyberg ' April 30th - May 30th



SECRET. R | -6 -

now no Iongér ‘marely a question of defending the Fleet base

against a raid but rather of & total defence of the island ~ Dodecanese
against invasion. The enemy might attack at either or Yoth ends  D.O. Ops.
_of the island, or at Rebimo in the centre. In the middle of 2L ba bl
April fgports began to come through of Italian concentrations. in

the Dodscanese for an attack on Crets, Major-General Weston

proposed to station anv.fllinfantry. Brigade at the western end of | ' ‘
' the island and another .Infantry Brigade_ lin _thé céntre. The .

defence of the eastern end of the island was to be entrusted t;.>

Greek troops, He also advocated the construction of full-

scale opera'i:ional airfields for both,bombers and fighters. He

reported "Forces at my disposal are toté.ily inadequate 1:6 meet

attack envisaged,.... The forces here can, and will, fight | C.0.8.8ignals
but without full (?) sﬁpport ‘from Navy and Air Force (?) cannot 1. 5, z,.i
hope to reng invasion. " He'was told in reply "Air support is

. diffi@lt, We ar;'going through very lean period as regards

fighter aircraft but every effort is being made from home 'l':x; Ibid
reinforce as. eérly as possible", ’Towards the end -of the month |

he Was - told by Field Marshal Wavell to expect 25,000 evacuees

“ from Greece and to arrange reception areas for them - first , east

of Suda Bay; sveoo‘ndly, in Cenea;j ..aﬁd; third:iy,.vnina miles west

[y

of Canea, .

On April 15th C.A.S. suggested to Air Chief Marshal Longmore 4.0.C. in ¢/

to "put part of Blenheim forces in Crete" as “a more central 2. 67A
statioﬁ : fhan Me'x'sa Matruh," Air Chief Marshal Longmore

rejected. the suggestion because of the inadequate airfield A.O,C. in ¢/
facilities. | 7 ‘ o 2, 694

Group Captain- Beamish's Appointment

On April 17th Group Captain Beamish took over the duties
of Senior Air Force Officer in Crete. He established his- ‘
headquarters in Canea and, from the first , set about establishing
relations of co-operation and confidence with the Army Conunaﬁders,
but his headquai'ters and operations rooms staf"f were drawn from
evacuees from Greece \who had little or no experience of the work

which they were now called on to do. ~The first task was that

N ' - /013

o
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of protecting evacuating convoys from Greece ard the forwaré.ifxg :

of R.A. F;"per'sonne~l:on from Crete to Egypt. No.230

Squadr’on of Sunderlands from Suda Bay under Wing Commasnder
Francis anf bomber transport aircraft from Heraklion were used ‘
in thése tasks.  Convoys were.protected near the Greek coasf )
by Blenhelms, onerat:ng in fllghts of s:Lx at late evenlng and '
early morning, -and by fighters during dlsembarkat:.on at Suda
Bay. No, 30 Squadron with fourteen Blenheim I's, six to eight
of .which were serviceable , was established at Maleme on
April 18th and remnants of Nos. 33, 80 and 112 Squadrons arrlved
in Grete between April 22nd and April 24th,  Nos,33 and 80 -
Squadrons -had between'phem s:.x serviceable Hurricaﬁes.

No.112 had fourteen Gladiators, of which about .six were
serviceable. Protection was ~.pro/vided by these airéraft which
had escaped from Greece, and also by nine Blenheim IV'S of .
No. 203 Squedron from Egypt, now sta’cloned at Herakl:.on, wh:mh

had been sent there for the purpose of attacking Fhodes a.nd.

’ Scarparito. * The evacuation of Greece was completed by L

April 29th, and personnel were being taken on to Egypt by
Bomber transport and Sunderlands from the. 23rd onwards, A
large véon'ti'n'gent left by sea on April. 29th,

ﬁvacuated R.A'F. personnel were accommodated in a well-
éoncealed transit camp. This camp was kept open until the

final evacuation of R.A.F, personnel on May 9th,

On April 24th Air Chief Marshal Longmore e;;pressed the

, opinidn that "there should be reasonable chance of keeping

Suda Bay usable by Navy by one Hurricene Squadron with 100
per cent reserve pilots end replacement rate 100 per cent per
month, Excellent scope for dispersal and concealment
viciﬂity of Canea if Greek Government resign themselves t§
certain discomfort. Present location of King east of
Heraklion not really safe and T have told G.0.C., Crete.
Question is whether posa:.ble to keep Hurricane Squadron up to

/strength
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strength agé.inst heavy Wastage; in addition to Libyan
comni*tments'. In meantime Nos,30 and 203 Blenhe‘im Fighj:er
Squadrbné anc"i"No.~112 Glgdiator Squadron afe doing 'their best
from Maleme and Heraklipn to pr;vide ;pore’ degree of air

protection to ships coming from Greece and to Crete itself."

Air Establishment in Early May .- . ‘ ' | .

On April 30th and Mey lst, since there was little further
convoy work to be é.bne and since the Blenheims would be vseless
against enémy figh;befs which wefe now, of cpu;rse, strong in the-
Aegean, N§.203'Squadron returned to Egypt. This left in
" Crete Nos.30 33 and 80 Squadrons and No.805 Fleet Air Amm
at Maleme and No. 112 at Herakllon. No, 30 Squadron had
twe lve airoraf‘t at full strangth but had lost its spé‘cialist
pérsonnel.:}: }i[t ;fa:.s- reported to ‘the Inter-Branch Conference on
May 3rd th;i':.it was "a wasting agsejL but i.s to continue as long
as possible", | “‘1\1T'os'. 33 and 80 were. skeleton units with six ‘

aircraft which had been combined to form a Hurricene unit,

No.80 had very few peréonnel, and No,33 was at about half °~ = - Iﬁter-
strength, No. 33 was "to be .'t‘quilt_ up with Hurricanes to Branc;h
normal ‘establishment",  No,112 had a small maintenance: party - Conference
only to operate its'%wel%ré Gladiators._ _ No;805 had full ‘ May 3rd

squadron strength but only six alroraf‘t. Thus  the 'c!om‘bined
strength of these squadrons in aircraft wes 36 but only half -
were serviceable, The sernceable alroraftt throughout the
Cretan fighting were only kept 50 'by rob‘blng the unserviceable.
Nos. 252 and 220 A, M E.S. were at full strength in personnel
There were also five Greek Av*ro 626s and ocne Avro 621, and’

some 800 odd Royal Hgllenlc A“:Lr' Force lpersonnel, 1nclud1ng

157 pilots, at Malems. i‘he other éix _,G-ree.k aircraft which had
sﬁrvived, five Ansoﬁg and a bpzinier, were at Alexandria,

' /Du.ring
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During these weeks a Wireless Station had been
estéblished at Canea to supplement the Wireless Station at
Heraklion which was unsatisfactory as a D/F site owing to the
surrounding hills, 'Work on aerodromes was postponed and
that on defenqe rosts-at Maleme and Heraklion was pushed

forward, Additional personnel from Greece were taken over

" and the personnel which had been assigned to Z Wing, detailed

to the attack on the Dodecanese, were kept at Heraklion,
whence it had been intended to &aunch their attack, and
attached to the Cretan Defence Force.

On April 28th General Wilson reached Crefe from Greeoe,
and a't once repcrted that it would not be difficult for the
enemy to launch a seaborne attack on Crete, . So long as fhe
enemyApQSSessed command of the air it would be difficult for
the Navy to stop him from landing of to bring reinforcements

to the defenders.  Our one chance was, General Wilson argued,

to hold the three serviceable airfields at all costs, A

minimpm force of three Brigade groups, each of four Battalions,
and air and‘anti-aircraft supporf for vital points was
essential, The Chiefs of 3taff replied with the instruction -
that "the iéland must at all costs be denied to the enemy '

but that no air reinforcements would be available for séme

time",

Appointment of Major-General Freyberg

On that same day, Apfil 28th Major-General Freyberg was
appointed by Field Marshal Wavell Commander-in-Chief of the .
British Forces in Crete., He was warned that a,German
airborne attack with three or four thousand parachutists in
the first attack was imminent, and on April 30th was
instructed that his task was "to deny to the enemy the use of
air bases in Crete". He replied that his forces were not |
sufficient to repel such an attack, His forees,'such as he

had, were ill-equipped and, in particular, he asked for more

/fighter
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fighter aircraft, If such were not avéj.lable, he asked that

the decision to hold Crefe ber re'considez"ed.(9) The Comrﬁander-

in-Chief replied that every effort was being made to get .
fighter reinforcements from England, but in the meantime
General Freybérg must do the best that he could. TYet it was
obvious that, with his forces such as they ﬁgre, he was left

in a hopele‘sisi dilewma, If he dispersed his forces with ‘thev
hope of pre'ventlng landings anywhere, then, as was proved. at

Maleme, he had not suf‘flc:.ent to’ defend the a.:.rf:.elds It ha
concentrated them salely on the airfields, then, as was proved
at Heraklion, there was nothing to prevent the enemy landmg
els"ewherq‘ sufficient forces to give him an overwhelming

_superiox"ity’:fd‘r an attack at his leisure,

Commanders -1n-Ch1ef' S A;ppre c:n.at ion

On the 3rd-May the Chiefs of Staff asked the Commanders="
:m-ChJ.ef for “an apprecmtlon of the defence of' Crete in
relat:.on to the s:.tuatlon in the Mlddle Fast as a whole, in -
the folldw:mg alternative cases:-

(a) Crete to be used as' a fuelling bese, etc,

(b) Crete to be denied to the enemy."

The Commanders-in-Chief replied on the 5th May -

C. O‘S.
Signals
No, 87

/"(a)

(9) Group Captain Beaz;lish says "The G.0.C,-in-C. hed every

confidence in the ability éf. the land forces to hold these
_aerodromes"., This is in contradiction of theA evidence
of ‘the Inter-Services Comittee on General Freyberg'é
opinion, It is true that after a tour of the islend

' General Freyberg felt somewhat less pessimistic and ,
£01d Field Marshal Wavell that "at least the defenders
would give a good account of themselves" and that he

"hoped" that "Crete would be held®.

_ Beamish

Despatch

. Page 6

Page 8

Inter-Services

Committee

Wavell Middle -
East Despatoch
Part II1

Sect. H9.
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M:ain threat coﬁes from air, “Enemy has JamI‘)le
strength and operational facilities in the Med.
and Balkan a{reas to maintain very heavy scale
air atfack on Crete, at same time continuing

operations in strength against Malta, Cyrenaica,

. Bgypt. In view of heavy recent fighter losses

Greece and Cyrenaica, new commitments Irag, need
méintain-stzfong air defence main Abasé area -Egypt,

and to watch the Syrian situation.  Adequate

deg;;ee figh’cer protection Crete“impracticable wmtil
further reinforcements arrive and during this period
use Naval and Air bases Crete liable to sgrious
interruption. Heavy casualty rate aircraft Crete
inevitable. Landing enemy airborne division and of

sezborne division up to one division supported by .-

et L et e —

. heavy air attack is possibility we are preparing to

counter. BEstimated minimum land garrison three

Infantry Brigade groups. Present garrison one. . .

. British Infantry Brigade and equivalent two New

~ Zealand and one Australian Infantry Brigades ex
Greece immobile and with low-scale.L.M.Gs,
. Propose eventually relieve Anzacs by British

. formations. - Equipment being despatched Crete

includes four 3,7 howitzers. and number 75 mm guns,

plus eighteen light and six infantry tanks., pre
even’cua]ly.(}reek troops, of whom 11,000 in island,

may relieve position British gérris’on but minimum

three months required for re-equipnent.and training,
Anti-aircraft defences ‘will require evenm;ly 'l

three heavy and two light batteries addition to present
sixteen heavy, thirty-six light guns and M.N.B.D.O.
Anti-aireraft cannot at present be diverted from other

vitsl requirements, Consider reasonable chance Suda

‘Bay being sufficiently usable by November with one

/Squadron
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Squadron Hurr:.oanes with 100 per cent reserve p:l.lots

- and rgpl‘a’cement réte aircraft 100 per, cent per month, ' . o
“but ‘if enemy reiillly‘ coﬁ'centi'at'e"i‘ on problem seems |
1ittle'douht ha-rbrm"r: could be :;"endered untenable,

- Allocation fighters Crete from expected ear-iy.
reinforceﬁlents will, of eourse,' depend situatien :

Cyrenaica, Egypt, Iraq, Syria. In meantime present

(Y

air garrisen fer defence 'p\irposes is one Fighter
Squadron Gladiators, a few Hurficanes and Fleet Air
Arm VF-ight‘ers.
(b)  Threats and, land defence generally'as for (a).
| Provision Full fighter protection with its
-‘ inevitable heavy‘losses ;Would not be justified on C.O.S.Signals
~~holding’ _policyalone but on ’politioal grounds it | No.87
may be advisable to retain some flghters on island,"

General S:.tuatlon in. the Ilddle ‘Bast

The general situation in the Middle Fast was, at that
time, & very grave one.  After our defeat in c'fé'e'cé Field
Marshal Wavell found himself Wil‘t"h‘ the. threat of five
camp'aignson,his hands - Crete, the Westemn Deeert, Iragq,
Syria and Abyssinia, His resources for meeting all these
threatened campaigns ‘were most inadequate, and, important
as all of them were, it was the threat in' the ‘w‘estem Desert
which had the priority. As all were well aware, commanders
‘had to do_ the best the3; could ‘rather than the absolute best,
and hoth Field Marshal Wavell and every other res;ponsible ' ' “‘\
officer well. knew that troops who had_ Just been through the |
Greek campaign were not in condition to fight a second
campaign imn‘xediately in Crete, 'bl’It with th‘e' haval ‘andA
military s:Ltuatlons as they were, there was no alternative

if that campalgn was to be f’ought at.all.
/Military
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Military Forces..in Crete

The militery forces on the.island consisted at that tiﬁem
of & British Brigade, an Australien Brigede and tWo New
Zeéland Brigadés. . .There were:also three 'Greek Battalions
aﬁd various other miscellaneous troops, making & total
of approximately 28,600.  General Freyberg's plan was to
dispose his troops into four self-contained sectors as un@er:-

Hersklion. .Commander - Brigadier Chappell, .

Commanding 14th Infantry Brigade
A 2nd Black Watch .
2nd Yorks ;and Lancs
P 300 of 1 Australian. Battalion
250 of 7 Meditm Regiment R,A. armed as
infantry |
Three Greek battalions.,
- ‘Retimo. - Commander - Brigadier Vesey,
| Comanding 19th Australian Brigade
No-Australian and three Greek battalions
holding the aerodrome
oo WO _'battalior:\‘s_, at .Georgopqu_lis,_
One battalion area Stylos.. :
Some Greek troops and police at. RetilnoQ-
Suda Bay, = Commander - Major-General Weston,
Commanding Suda Bay Sectpx;
Northumberland Hussars (100 rifles)
106 R.H.A, (improvised rifle battalion)
1st Rangers. (40O rifles)
700 rifles Perivolia Transit Camp
| (known as "Royal Perivolians" composed of
details of various British units)
16 ;aLnd 17 Infentry Brigades (very weak)
- Two Greek baftalions

Persomnel of base installations, etc,

G.55,286, . : /Mealems,
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Malems, Conmender - Brigadier Puttick,

Commanding New Zealand Division -

.l}. New Zealand Brigade m area 3 miles west
of Canea | |
5 N_faw Xealand Brigade in ar;aa Maleme
Three Greek battalions. | |
"There were anti;aircraft defences round Suda Bay andvat
Maleme and ﬁeraklion. The Pield 'artillery consisted of
captured Italian guns intended for static defence only. Two
infantry tanks had been proviaed' for_ _each of the' aerodromes
- at Herakllon, Retimo and Maleme and three additional 'I'
tanks were also sent to the 1sland The single means of
land communication between the various sectors was the. road
whioh ran along the north coast of the island and wes
obviously likely to be a target for enemy air attack, The
shortaLge of trza:riépor{: in any case prevented' the possibility
of large scale relnforcements from one part of the island to
~another, Each of the three main groups at Herakllon, at
Retimo, and in the Suda Bay - Maleme area had to fight as a
separate force, The general scheme of defence was the same
at each - to prevent enemy 1anc1:’mgs on the aerodromes and
landings (whe'l;.he:r airborne or seabofne) at the beaches."
The New Zeéié.hders the Aus*l:raliqns and others were
_ svacuees from the Greek campa:n.gn and had reache& Crete
almost without equlpments.‘.' ndeed then.r equ:.pment wes So
short, that to begin with they had to use steel helmets for ‘

digging for lack of spades. Their morale had naturally been

badly éhaken by their experience in Greece, as had that of the

R.A.F, personnel, It was not possible, as Field Marshal
Wavell had intended, to withdrsw them and substitute fresh
troops, as the hands of the Navy We.re 'fglly occupied in
e;corting the én;r;voy which was bringing to Bgypt those
reinforcements without which our position in the Western
‘Desert céuld‘not have been held, As for the Air Force, the

/A.0,C.
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A.0.C.~in-C, Middle East had mformed Group Capta:m

- — e B s o .

Report of the Beamish on Aprll 21{-th that he proposed to keep one Blenheim
Inte,r-Se;yices squadron for convoy duties vat Suda Bay, to build up a fighter
Committee on squadron there, and to_station,another fighter squadron at .
Crete page 10 Hérak}ion.

Ground Airfie 1d' Defences

At Heraklion 10 Bofors guns (six static and four mobilé,).;.
were placed round the airfield -which was about.three miles to
the east of the town.  Two sections, each of two field guns,.
were post;.ed to the south and south-west of the airfield to cover
the airfield and the harbour.  Two companies of the Black Watch
with one platoon and a section of carriers dug in were posted to
the .cZ'I;o_se. defencg-of‘ the aerodrome., Two 'I! tanks were
concealed r;earby. , The remainder of the Black.Watch was posted
near the .aix;:‘ffield- - Nine 100 mm and four 75 mm guns, together .
with six light tgnks, were. placed to the south-west of the
airfield,. The rest of the brigade. occupied. an -area facing
outwards about 2,000 yards from the airfield., The defence of.. "’
the town was entrusted to Greek troops, -

At Retimo two Australian battalions and two Greek
battalions were entrusted W:.th the defence of the :town.-and
airfield. = There were .no anti-aircraft guns there. . Antifa :
aircraft defence was limited.to -machine guns provided by the.
land garrison. The other two Australian Brigades. weré
detailed to Georgppoulis beaches against possible enemy
landings.

The troops at Suda Bay were posted to pro'tect- the harbour
and base f?.ns_taliations at Canea, There was no airfield there,
At Maleme the 5th New Zealand Brigade was posted to.defend the
airfield and beaches with one 3 in, gun section,.. The 4th
Brigade were stationed further albng the coast at Galatos tg ,'be

\

kept as a mobile reserve,
Communications were always unsatlsfactory. Airfields were -

lmked with H.Q., R.A.F. Canea by W/T and by one overhead telephone

line through G.0.R. Canea, which was easily put out of action by

0S6. the Germens as soon as ‘l'hev qtf""l-’ /'?:'.‘_.tjor'i:

G2
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Report of Director of Overseas Operations

On Mey 2nd the Director of Overseas Operations reported to Proposed

C.A.S. on the requirements if Crete was to be held, "Total .occupation
Axmy A,A, defence consists of eight heavy and twelve light A&, = of Crete and

guns, R,D.F, sets, giving range of approximately 50 miles; are Milos G.6
installed at Heraklion and Maleme. As from the A.A, -poi'nt of
view Crete is é@osed in exactly the same way as Malta, we must
first build up our iight A,A, defences to the .very maximum degree
possible on the two aerodromes so that we can operate fighters
withou’c undue loss on the ground., With the short range 'R..D F".
avallable the Hurmcane, as at Malta, would not be able to get
sufficient height before high flying bombers and flghters are in
a positlon to attack, Fighters alone will not » therefore, be
eﬁfirely-effecti\re and the A,A. gun requirement is very similar
to that of Ma]:t'a. - Malta has, at the 'moment, 52 seMceable
Hurr::Lcanes for thé two Séuad;'oﬁg. and 94 heavy and two iight
AA, guns, Arriving in a f:ew days are ten heavy and éight
‘light guns.
Arriving in flve week.s are elght heavy and twelve
11ght guns also 50 U.P. at a date not yet knowm., We know
from a recent return that R.A.F. Middle Ea.st have 625 ground
Lewis guns in stooh My 1mmed1ate proposals f‘or 1ncreas:mg
the A,A, defences of Crete would be -
(1) As we ‘cennot further denude Egypt or the Wes tern
Desert despatch 50 non-tropicalised Hurricanes frm‘n,
Malta to Crete. - | |
(i) Divert to Crete eighte'en'heavy and twenty light A.A.
guns en route to Malta, and also possibl;; send'fu'rther-
heavy and light A.A, guns from Malta to Crete.
(1di) Increase the R.,A.F. ground defences at 4ee_3.ch aerodrome
by 100 guns from stocks in the Middle East.
*(iv) Build up 80 and 112 Squadrons.wéi.'th Hurricanes as soon .
as the Hurricene position in Middle Bast permits.
Bleﬁheim IVs, which will not be of much use in defence

of Crete, could then be withdrawn.

)
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: Althoﬁghllénéay be possible to get more than two fighter

squadrons on, to the two ex1st1ng aerodromes, losses on the ground

'would 1nGV1tably be high. Better results would be achleved by

keeping any fighters whlch could be made available in Egypt so
that ymnediateAreipforcements cen be sent to Crete to replace
1osses."

Recall of A1r Chlef Marshal Longmore

Alr Chief Marshal Longmore was recalled to England on -
May 3rd and d1d not ;eeume command of the Middle East.

Throughout the Cretan.campaign Air Marshal Tedder was acting

A,0.C.=in-C. Middle East.
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SECTION II

THE PRELIMINARY ATTACK

" From the beginning of Major-General Freyberg's assumption of"

command it became evident thatj the enemy's air attack was going
to 'be far heavier than had béen foreseen, The rapidity with
which the Germens made opermtional the Greek airfields in a
matter of three weeks after their occupation of them can only be
described as remarkable, and.confrasted most strongly with the
length of time which it took us to prepare airfields, whether

in Greece ‘or Creté. Of course it was now a dry -s;mmnar, whereas
we had fought in Greeée in wet 'winteryand the Germens were ready
at this date to operate from far less elaborate airfields than we
were, as they were prepared to suffer a far higher rate' of
crashes than we ‘couid afford, Also, the Germans had abundant
tools and materials (we had next to none) and ruthlessly
_conscript;ed lpcal labour, ﬁhich we were unwilling to do foz;‘
“political reasons, and to soms extent were unable to do as all
able-bodied men were at the front with the army. There are
grave disadvantages in fighting in an unf‘rieﬁdly country, but
there are also advantages. | '

The First Attacks

Throughout the whole of May, both before and after the
attack, the enemy carried out continued photographic '
reconnaissance flights over Kythera Chamnel, but they met
Witb losses which were too heavy to be borne, Group Captain
Beamish sugge_sted that 30 Squadron be kept at Maleme for
convoy protection only, He signalled to Air Marshal Tedder
on May 1llth - "I consider main requirement Air Force Crete;
firstly fighter def‘ence Suda Bay area and Heraklion,
secondly sea reconnaissance of possibie landing and approach
of seaborne expedition, thirdly fighter protection for
convoys, Suggested location. Four additional Hurricane
aircraft Maleme, making total ten., Fleet Air Arm aircraft

to be removed, Six Hurricanes Heraklion, which I am now in

@. 55,286, o /a
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a position to.accept imnediafely for operations after
maintenance personnel provided. Consider Hurricanes and

pilots greater value here now than held as reinforcements in

- Egypt. Twenty=four Maryland aircraft at Heraklion for sea

recco., ' 30.Squadron Blenheim I aircraft to be maintained
Maleme for convoy protection only,.... would propose if
possible return these aircraft to Egypt before enemy attack
develops. - Aircraft to be returnec} to Maleme after attack

defeated", On-May 7th it was decided to withdraw the

- Squadron to Egypt but individual aircraft were to continue

to operate around Crete -up till May 15th..

~Air Marshal Tedder's Appreciation

OnMay 1lth Air Marshal Tedder sent C.A.S. 2 general
appreciation .of the whole Middle Eestern situstion, He began

by emphasising the general principles on which our strategy in

_the Middle East had to be based, i.e.

"‘(1) " Qur prime responsibility is the security of. Lower
Bgypt as an effective base. That security can
only be assured by defeat of the Germans in
.Middle East, |
(2) Since the GermaL’n has superior numbers, both’
in material and persomnel, it is essential to
-avoid dispersal of our forces and that we must
be able to concentrate quickly and powerfully,"

.- In the light of these. general considerations he reviewed
the‘ situation in each sphere of operations. On Crete he wrote -
"The method of providing air support for the defence of Crete
against impending attack must depend on the Army plan of
defence.  This being discusséa in Crete to-day. There are at
present in Crete six Hurricanes and épproximately fourteen very
0ld Blenheim Is and Gladiators,  The former have been useful on
convoy protection. We méy be able to stage low-flying

Blenheim attack on Scarpanto, but a,part from this there appears

/no
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no useful role~fpr;ei#her type in meeting attack; ‘,In'viewvof

need for minimising losses on .the ground»my present intention

is maintain two Hurricane flights in Crete and hold reserve of
aircraft and pilots in Egypt for immediate reinforcement. The
mosﬁﬁuSeful~contribution~towarés defenée of - Crete will,bex

attack on departure aerodromes, and for this maximum“strengfh of
Wellingtons will be needed.  Am withdraﬁing Wellingtons from

Iraq for this purpose and increasing Blenhaimé_in Iraq instead."
Anti-aircraft defence waé concentrated in ar umbrella over Suda
Bay, ‘yet in spite .of -this the losses :of shipping.wére sven heavier
than aircraft. Shipsbwere sunk either en route -or whiie |
such as to make impossible the plenned replenishment of the

. garrison, ., The.aircraft carrier'iFormidable' was temporarily out of
'agtion-owingitqsdamage and could not be operational again until

May 25th, This loss left our thpping_in_a desparately unprotected
state,» . Our naval vessels, with no adequate physical defence against
aiy attack.when: it came,. were also inadequatel& warned of its
coming, . as. R.D.F. was useless in Grétan waters owing to land echoes.
- Hurried reconnaissances had to be made of the southern beaches of
the island ppldiaqéver,the posaibility of:landing stores and
reinforcements . there, - 1It was repdrted that landings would have
been.practicaﬁl& on the beaches from small fast craft had such
craft been available,. .but éven had the goods been landed, thers
-was, only one usable road, that from Tymbaki to Heraklion. The
oniy other,soﬁthern beach with road communication wés Kastelii'
and-its road was unusaﬁlelowing to enemy action, Preight-
cafrying aircraft would have been invaluable, at least for

_ night use, Eut they were not available Yior was sufficient

parachute equipnent'for'the dropping of supplies on any large
-scale, . When ammunition wés_@ropped from the air ﬁithout

parachute equipment. 303 was found in serviceable condition

but tommy-~gun ammunition was very badly damaged.

G. 55,286,
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Flghter Technlqge

2

Our flghter technlque at thls t1me was to malntaln.flghter
alroraft at reedlness. On the plottlng of one + enemy alrcraft
one a1rcraft came to standby. On the enemy's approanh to the

1slend the alrcreft took off and made contact'W1th the .

'Operntlons Room on R/T 50 per cent of the remalnlng

alrcreft were then trought to standby and, if a rald of size
developed these took off the remalnlng 50 per cent then
agaln in their turn being brought to standby. The facts that,
though the enemy s alr ettack was such as -to compel our
W1thdrawal from the a 1rf1elds end yet only two flghters

and one medium bomber were 1ost on the ground bear their
own'W1tness to the 1nten51ty of operatlonal act1v1ty. Whlle
Shlps were belng unloaded at Suda Bay a constant patrol of

one aircraft from Maleme was maintained every day. The

. warning system was admirable except for aircraft approaching

from the south, A signalling system kept the aircraft informed

if thein airfields were still serviceeble. Two beetdsvwere
iaid out in-parellel linee.if the airfield was serviceetle_end
across at right angles if it was not. The fighters could
also be kept informed of the state of their alrflelds by R/T
from G.O R. Canea and Operatlons Room Heraklion.

The Attack on the Alrflelds

From May luth onwards the enemy switched his attack from
shipping to alrflelds, As soon as it was.understood how
overwhelming was the air power which the enemy was able to bring
to bear, both Gronp QaptEin‘Beamish and Major-General Freyberg ‘
had been very dubious of the wisdom of keeping in Crete‘.
aircraft which must inevitably be overwhelmed by such an
attack. Ouf fighters during their period of ‘operations had
given a good account of themselves, claiming to have destreyed
23 and probably destroyed 9 more enemy aircraft and damaged 41,
but there Wwas no purpose in keeping aircraft in Crete merely to
meet a certain destruction, It was proposed to keep two flights

of Hurricanes to prevent the enemy from having everything his
' /own
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own way but to withdraw all other aircraft, with the hope, of
.course, of bringing them back agein after the attack had been
. beaten off, and to confine our effort to-attacks on Dodecanese
vgnd‘breek airfields by Wellingtops and Beaufighters operating
from Egyptiah,'or in §ne'ca$é from Maltese, airfields.

The enemy began-with spasmodic bombing and occasional
low-flying attacks, but these grew in intensity. His attack
on thé Cretan airfields had become so devastating by May 19th
that in.spitg of a reinforcement of ten Hurricanes we had only
three Hurricane and three Gladiator aircraft left fit for
operatioﬁs,on Heréklion.u' At Maleme there was only one
Hurrioane.zf Befqre the weight of the German attack the
destruotion of these aifcraft was certain. Nb reinforcements

;Werq available from Egypt.  Group Captain Beamish therefore
decidegfthaththere was no a}ternative but to fly even the
quriganes:back to Egypt and to abandon the air defence of the
. isian@,,. Air Marshal Tedder reported the decision and his
acceptance. of it in a signal to C.A.S. on May 20th, "Situation"
'(pf thewfighting of the 20th) he reported "confused but
appgared well in- hand at 1800 hours, - You will have military
details. . On 18th Beamish, who is 0.,C., R.A.F., and
Frg&herg decided t§ send out remaining aircraft since théy
could do nothing against the scale of attack, I agreed this
was sound and three Hﬁrricanes and four Gladiators flew out
dawn 19th,  This morning Crete advised that our joint plan to
send two flights Hurricanes from Egypt to operate for limitéd
pgriod over Crete should be suspended, Force of fifteen
Wéllingtons detailed attack Gieek aerodromes tonight in hopes
they will be illuminated making preparations for further
operations tomorrow. Weather doubtful and moon waning, so big

results unlikely but every little helps. The long range

S
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A.C.C.-in- Maryland sent receo Athens-Crete ‘'p.m, to-day to assist Fleet
. C. 50A o against seaborne attack returned safe".  The Prime Minister
27.5. 41 gave hlS approval to th:Ls dec1s:1.on to withdraw the a::.rcraft.

Alr Marshal Tedder followed up his 51gna1 with a further

A,0.C,=in- s1gnal begglng for ‘more long range flghters w1thout which
C. 39A our rosition in the Medlterranean would, he prophes:.ed, be
28,5.41 untenable.

ccccc

The Massara Landlng-Strlp

A curlously desperate eleventh hour attempt was made to

Beamish solve the problem of the prOV181on of more a1rf1elds A1r-'

Despatch fields had up till then been kept few, because, among other
Crete : reasons, there were not troops to defend them, On May 19th
Page 23 a detachment of the Argyll and Sutherlanders was landed at

Tymbeki, and it was thought that they might provide a detence
force for the Nhssara Plain, "~ "In the hope of prov1d1ng a
haven for fighter alroraft operatlng over the island", Wrote
Group Captain Beamish “such as long range Hurracanes frdn'
Egypt, it was hoped to develop anlanding strip on the MESSara
Plain, On May419th (H.Q.,4R.A.F. Crete were only informed on
that morning) a party of W.D. and G.D. officers was despatched
to flnd a landing strip which oould be made usable in a very
short perio(i.... A landing stnp was in fact found, Wh’.l.ch it
is understood Would have been ready for use by.May 28th, but it
was then too late. Addltlonally, it wonld not have been

possible to provide‘adequate stocks of material there owing'to

the road from Heraklion being blocked."
Attacks on Greek Airfields

In truth, the'only contribution apart from reconnaissance
that the R.A.F. could make to the defence of Crete in-the
circumstances was that of bonbing the airfields from which
the enemy was operating. - This it 4id to‘the best of its
ability.' Photographic reconnaissances of Greek airfields on the

12th had shown "large concentrations all types of aircraft,

G. 55, 286. /meximim



maximum being ab§u1.: 150 at Menidi". “"Maximum available force A,0.C. /14
Wellingtons attacked those aerodromes nights 13/l4th, 14/15th, 154 16,5, 41 "'\
Pilot reports indicate considerable sucéeés. This will
continue to maximum possiblev scale, Unfortﬁnately last night
weather hopeless, Also arrange with Malta for Beau:f‘ighte;rs
to attaék aerodromes dawn 17th,  This was to have b.een done to-day
but postponed by enemy action Malta..... Only Maryland with long
range tanks have required raﬁge from Western Desert or M_alta. I e
had five such aircraft to meet strat-recco and Fleet z;ecco.
'Three lost in past ten days. Have arranged one recco to \
maximum rahge weét -of Greece from Western Desert, Alsc;
short recco of Heraklion from Colorado if praoticaf)le. ‘This. is
literally all that oé.n be done, Try and improvisé long range
defence from Marylé.nd- but this cannot give immediate anéwers " A;O.C.-in-
He was.able to report to C.A.S. on May 18th "Beaﬁfigﬁtér dawn C. 35A
attack onA. Greek aerodromes from Malta via Heraklion appears to
have heen successful and emphasisesr‘,value of long range
fighter, - - Hope have 15 Wellingtons against Greek aerodromes
tonight. " '
The night operations were all ,oairied out on moonlit
hights and all the voperations were hampered by the difficulties ‘
of the mountainous Greek country, by the long range and the‘ ‘
small number of aircraft. 42 sorties were made in 17 raids
' against aerodromes in Greece during this period, It is
certain some enemy aircraff: were destroyed, but no full
evidence of the damage caus'ed’by these raids has ever been ‘ R
obtained, However gﬁat it may have been, there is no.
reason at all to think that it even deranged ‘the enem;g;"s

plans,

G. 55,286,



11.J5/1

G.55,286,

SECRET. . =25 =

SECTION. IT1T

THE ORGANISATION OF THE GERMAN ATTACK

Considerable informa_tion about the orgenisation of the '_.
German attack on Cre.te has been extracted‘f."rom captured
German documents-and publish_ed by .H.Q., ,R.A.F. M.BE. It is
from those documents that the f‘ollﬁpwing account . of the Cretan
campaign from the Geman point of view is mainly: de:'r_i\.red. " |

Preparations for the Attack .

The preparations: for the attack ,orhlv Qrete were already‘; -
under-way in the first days .of April - that is'to” sgy, ;.in' the
first days of.-the German attack on Greece, Many of ,the‘i air-
lapding. troops and paraoﬁutists were a}iready in ’Bglgaria'i’n 4’
March and. some 'had taken part in thé at;cack on Greece,‘-t-),u}t “lv:.he
glider troops - Flieger division VII - were sPeciall&' bréught'
down to the Balkans later in great secreoj. {They travelled by
easy stages from‘Gr_gzﬁnr}‘apy to Salénikg' and were flown theﬁcé tb
Tanagra on May 16,  The Ju.52's li}cewise_méved é.own from
Rumania and Bulgaria -t; bases in Southern',éreece a-few days
before the opé'ration. - By the middle of May trc;_ops-,- aircr;a_ft s
ammunition and sfores were all essembled .ready ft;r a;ctior:i.‘

The greatest secrecy, had ‘been maintained, :.!pa;:tfieularlyv
among. the glider troops, »who had b_een. forbiddeﬁ to @mmﬁwte
with anyene in any way and from whose vehicles and eqﬁiprwant )
all distinc;tive markings had been removed. They had ‘even been
forbidden to sing theirm"eg.jmental.songs for fear of.irevea'ling
their identity. | |

The airfields from which the Germans operated wers as
follows - dive-bombers and single-engine fighters from Molaoi in

the” Southern Peloponess, the island of Melos, occupied by the

' enemy. on May 10, and the Italian Dodecansse island of

Scarpahto ~ twin-engined fighters from airfields in ‘the Athens
area (Eleusis, Menidi and possibly Hassani) and also from Argos

and Corinth = transport, recco, and bomber aircraft from more

. distant airfields.,
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Throughout the first half of May the Germans carried
out 2 most thorough photographic reconnaissance of the
island. A most detailed photographic mosaic of Retimo was
disCovered in one crashed'aircraft photographs ofxthe Canea
area in others’ and there is no doubt that they possessed
51m11ar mosalcs.of every other part of the 1s1and. The |
accuracy of thelr knowledge of our dlspos1tlons seems:prOVEd
by the fact that one Maglster on the ground at Maleine and one
dummy Blenhelm at Herakllon remalned untouched through all attacks
in splte of the many alrcraft surroundlng them'whlch'were
attacked and destroyed. Reconnalssance was mainly carrled out
by ﬁornierllf's andﬁ215's, though some times hy Henschel 126's.,
‘Often four or five of them Would be operatlng over the island
on a s1ng1e day. After the'W1thdrawa1 of our flghters they
»flew very 1ow and very slowly. Durlng these first weeks from
May 1st to May 20th they also strongly attacked our shipping.
As a result of these attacks out of 27,000 tons~of supplies
sent toVCrete 21 660 tons'were turned back, 3,400 tons were
' »sunk only 2 700 tons were dellvered |

The gllder troops who had arrived at Tanagra on.May 16th
were told on the l7th that Crete was their obJectlve. Two
;days were spent in final preparatlons ~ such as the issue of
a phrase-sheet in German and phonetic English, the flrst
sentence of. Wthh ran 'If yu lei yu uill bi schott's At
0445 on the 20th the embarkatlon began,

Order of Battle XIth Flleger Corps

The attaok on Crete was entrusted to the XIth Flleger
Corps whose order of battle was - |
1 Storm Reglment (Gllders)
7 Flleger D1v1s1on (Parachutlsts)
1 Parachute Regt.
2 Parachute Regt.

3 Parachute Regt.

| : /Parachute
G.55,286.
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Parachute M.G. Battalion (3 Companies)
Parachu’ce'A.A... Battalion (A4 Corﬁpanies)‘
Parachute ‘Anti-Tank Battalion (3 Companies) -
Parachute Artillery Battery (3 troops)
Parachute Engineser Battalion :
 Parachute Signals Company
" Parachute Medical Unit |
- Parachute Supply Unif .
Air Signals Unit 41
5 Mountain Division (Air landing troops) 7
. 85 Mountain Rifle Regt. . . ot T
100 Mountain Rifle Regt. |
. ‘95 Signals Unit.

This Corps was divided inhto an Fastern Group, which was to

" capture Heraklion; & Central Group to capture Retimo, Canea

and Suda, and a Westa'fh Group to capture Maleme, - The force
to attack Canea was = . |
-7 Air Dj.vision (1ess No..I parachite regimen?.t‘ra'nd v
. -2 battalions No. 2-parachute regiment)
- (Parachutists) a
100 Mountain Regiment. ‘(Air~landiﬁg 'Troqps)
2 Companies Storm Regiment (Gliders)
' ?ﬁra’.éhute: Pioneer Forces -
Parachute ‘AA, and M.G.. Battalion
Parzchute Medical Forces. -
Prior to the landings strong énemy fighter forces were to

attack various objectives and in particular the anti-aircraft

. batteries round ‘Suda. Bay and south of Canea and encampments

west of Canea and south-east of Alikianu. . One perachute -
regiment was to be in the second wave, which was to capture’

Retimo eight hours after the capture -of Canea -and then to

‘capture British motor transport and move on Canea, Part of the

division was to be. landed by sea on -the Maleme beachhead,

NI
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Plan of Attack

At zero one company of the Storm regiment was to land in the
south-west of the Akrotiri peninsula, and the ot.her.companylin
the area between the southern outskirts of Canea and north-west
of Perivolia.-

At zero +15 minutes one battalion and one company of the
ﬁarachute A.A, and M.G. battalions were ‘to iaﬁd tetween the
Alikianu - Canea and the Galatos - Canera. roads.

The task of the' Storm Régiment on Akrotiri was, first, to
destroy the anti—aircraf‘t —battéries on. the higl} ground in the
peninsula and.the‘ﬁ to occupy the Royal .Villa‘, which was in
. fact the Headquarters of Major-General .Fre_yberg. but which the
Germans seem to _1'_1avé thoﬁght to be t‘he Kir_lg_‘s residence.  They
were then to prevent any attacks from Canea toﬁards thel south-
east or. from Suda towards the eést or any ﬁesh British landings
in Suda Bay. |

The. task of .the Storm Regiment south of Canea v_rés to
destroy the ant,i-aircraft.bafte.ries_ and the ﬁireiess station
south of Canea and fche supply dur_n;_s s puﬁh;-east of Canea and then
to push forwards to.Jjoin hands with the ':'r'eginient on Akrotiri.

. The task of the parachutists was to ‘attack the encampments
. west of Canea and to block the '.thﬁree roads intp,®ﬁea from the
west. ) Then, if possible, they were to advance into the centre
of Canea and occupy it. One battalion 1;fa;s. to advance still
further east through the Canea - Perivolia gap, cut the
C:anea: -:',_Suda roéd and t"hus prevent any relief of Canea from
Suda Bay., A reserve was to take position in the olive
groves' to the south-east of the Alikianu - Canea road, ready
to be thrown into_.th‘e attack on Perivolia, Canea or Suda Bay .
as might’ I'>r9.ve necessary'.

At zero + 8 hours No.v2 Pérachute .‘Regiment was to‘ land at
Retimo and capture the town énd ai.rfield ,' and No.1 Parachute
Regiment at Heraklion, capture the town and ‘airfield and

prepare the ground for the 85th Mountain Rifle Regiment.

G.55,286. | /As
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As soon as the local béaches were captured, the troops were
to spread out so as to form a continuous line alOng'the coast from
Héraklibn to Maleme‘And thus to prepare the way for fhe arrival by
sea and air of the remaining elements of Flieger division1VII and
5th- Mountain Division,  Tith these forces if»was anticipated that
the island would soon be captured. 5th Mountain bivisioniwould‘w
then rémain behind as a garrison, and the other troops would mavef
on.

German Strength,

The attacking forces provided for the original attack were -

- Glider troops : 750
Parachutists - 10,000
Air-landing troops - 5,000
Sea=borne tfoops | 1,000

22,750

It was believed by the Germans that the British forces on the
island amounted to. only 5,000.

The German air forces available were - . . . - .

Bombers : (Ju. 88, He;lll, Do.17) " - .. 280 .
Dive-Bombers (Ju,87) _ - . 150
Twin-Engined Fighters (Me.110) 90
Single-Engined Fighters (Me.109) . 90
_ Recco (Do.17, Ju.88, Do, 215, He, 111, hO‘
. Me,110) —
| - 650

hlidérs L 75 = SO

Glider-towing Ju, 52's .75 -8

Troop Transport Aircraft (Z.b.'V.) 600 = 650 (with a
capacity to carry 5,000 - 6,000 troops)

Gliders . |

The gliders in the German attack on Crete éll belonged to
No.1 Storm Regiment (0.C. Col.Meindl). The Storm regiment is
organised on the normal infantry basis in3 battalions of &4
companies each plus Nos.1l3 and 14 companies. Each company
contains 150 gliders, divided into: five sections of 30 men, each

section being carried by three 1l0-seater gliders. In the Crete

/operations
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operations 5 companies - Nos. 1,2,3,9 Cbmpanies of 1lst Battalion and
No.5 Company of 2nd Battalion - were employed as glider troops,
Other members of the Storm Regimeﬁf'took part in the operations
as parachu%ists.

| Towing aircraft were provided by Luftlandings Geschwader 1.
In the Luftlandings Geschwader there are 15 ai¥craft to a
Staffel which is thus equivalent to a company of the Storm
Regiment, The main training centre of the Luftlandings Geschwader
was at Hildesheim where a Deutsche Fo:schungsaﬁstalt f&f  '
Ségelflugéeuge (Ge;man Glider Experimental and Research Esfablisﬁment)
hed been established shortly after the beginning of the war,
Glider pilots are not ranked as G.A.F. pilots, yet of the'three
glider pilots caftuged or killéd in Crete two held long term
commissions iﬁ the Germen Air Force and the third had a civil
flying licence. Many of those who fought in Crete had already
taken part in the Norwegian and Belgian campaigns. |

The training of glider-bome troops .consisted in practice=-
loading, in practice-entering and leaving the giiécr in full
equipment'and in practice-flights, which included an intensive
“training in light and ground signals. <. -

The glider used in Crete was the D.F.S.230:- a high-winged
l0-seater monoplane, of about 50 feet in length and with a wing
span of about 80 feet. ‘It had one door on the port side, It
had a range from a cast-off height of 10,000 feet of from 25 to
4 miles according to the wind. -

On operational flights Ju,52's were invariably used as
towing aircraft, though He.L46!'s and Hs.126's were reported as
having been used in training flights' . For operational flights
it was generally considered that it was only practicable to
tow one glider at a tiﬁe. ~ The glider had as armament one
M.G.Bh machine -gun but.it was the general opinion that this
was only valuable for purposes of morale, When the glider
was landed, the pilot joined the-other'troopsAin the fighting,
Seating capacity was for one pilot and nine passengers, seated

G. 55,286, - ' , ' ' /one
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one behind anotﬁer,‘and the glider was able to carry as
luggage approximately as much weight again as that of its
human cargo. The equipment was carried in the fore and rear
compértments and under the seats.

In Crete gliders were only used in the first fifteen minutes
of the attack~befdre'fh§ arrivel of the parachutists, and .for
some curious reason the Germans never publicly confessed their
use of them., . Fighter escort was provided to the gliders in the
final stage of their journey. Before the arrival of the-

gliders, the ground where they were to land was:-subjected to an

. Hour's intensive bombardment, but contrary to expectatidh.this

“bombardment did not cease when they came to land but continued

al; round the place of landing. Mény.glidérs crashed on
landing, particularly on hard ground, and there wére many
landing casualties. |

The glider troops operated in companies, each company.
being composed of 5 platoons of 30 men, . to each of which was

assigned a specific objective. - They had the advantage.over

- pardchutists that they could operate immediately and their use

'was “to destroy anti-aircraft positions, to cut -communications

and generaliy to provide cover for the parachutists who were to
follow them.

Bombing and Fighter Attacks

The later attacks were either low-flying fighter‘attacks.
or attacks by bombers or, more ofteén, dive-bombers, with a
heavy fighter escort of Me.109's or, more usually, 110's.
Dﬁring the attack a small formation of fighters remained high
above the bombers, while others circled the airfield from
which an attack might be expected, The bombers used
were most frequently Ju.88's - sometimes Ju.87's, Do.17's,
Do. 215's or He.l1lll's. They operated in loose formations of
3 to 12 aircraft and attacked in waves, Medium-level and low-

level attacks were made by small formations of anything up to’

/9
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9 aircraft. Sometimes they attacked their objectives direct.
Sometimes they made landfall at Retimo and then swung right or ' -~
left and flew along ’che: coast Yo Canea or Heraklion, as the case
might be. |

f‘_ighter attacks were by formations of from 6 to 30 aircraft.
Théir tactics were to open up with quite indiscriminaté rhéc:‘aine-gun'
fire as they flew in, then to split up, each aircraft making for its
pgrticular objective, then to refoi*m and-make off togethei. Fighter ] -,
;'vxﬂt"tacks lasted anything up to an hour,  Their most usual o‘t;jectives 4
w_é.re‘ slit-trenches or moving trénéport on a road, For an attack on
gfdﬁnded aircraft a very high propozition of incendiary ammunition
was uSéd. It was the praétice in such casés té meke two attacks at
'intervals'of_ten minutes, the first to hole the aircraft and the
second to set it on fire. 'The level of accuracy of machine-gun
fire was high, |

1

Parachut ists

The campaign saw the use of parachutists Ao'n a larger svcale than
ever before. At least 10 ,000 parachufisté of Flieger division VII
wéré emplo‘yed. The Flieger divisiﬁﬂ was ‘organised on the lines of
an ordinary infantry division info’three;regimeﬁts.of'u battalions
each, each battalion consisting of 14 companies. Cémpanié'é' seemed
tg vary conSidgrably in strength, One “consisted of 14, all
parachutlsts, a secondof 225, of Wﬁom 27 were M,T. drivers and
196 parachutists; a third of 263 with no indication of function,
but 1.l+l;.‘s‘eemed to be the s*bandard,organisatiori per vcompany. ‘Bach
company had two rifle platoons, one heavy ma.ohiﬁe-gun platoon, . f-’g
and one platoon of heavy bomb-throwers. Their uniform
consisted of lmickerbo‘cker trousers, open neck tunic with Wi&e
pockets, .1.eather belt Wii';h flat reétangular buckle, non-lacing
boots with thick rubber soles and round steel helmet with narrow
brim, A 1§ose .grey,-gr'een combination overall with short wﬁde
legs was worn while ‘j\in‘@ing. The report that was ‘current at the | ~

time and appeared in many of the signals reports of May 20th

that parachutists were dressed in New Zealand uniform does

G55, 286, /not
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not seem to be true, but the discovery of a captured German
order, saying !British uniforms will not ‘be worn' seéms to show
that they had perhaps been used in ﬁracticesrand the use of thmh
in operations considered, When going into action,-‘the .
barachutisté %ook two days' rations in a special haversack,
They were ordered to drink sparingly and only from. their own
flask of water, avoiding the water of the island, Their- .
parachutes were green and Brown, which were difficult to-see
against a background. On the other hand containers, with.
equipment, were white so that they might be easi1y<seeﬁt
Medicai supplies Wére in ‘pink parachutes,

Method of :Attack

The aircraft, as has been said, set off in flights of

“‘three, On reaching the objective, they circled round at a

height of 300 to 500 feet across the area where@thetparaphutisfs
were to land, Jumﬁing was in formation, The Abseter .
(0.C,Jumps) of the flightmshdwed,A-yellow flag two minutes . - -
before jumping as a sign to get ready. . Half a minute before
the jump, he-shoWed a white and red flag., .= When the target

was reached, he.pulled in the flag Whioh_wgs{#hé sigpito.jump.
If on the other hand he waved-bofh.flagé across one another,
this meant, 'Don't jump'. At night signals were given by ,
coloured torches. - Red meant 'Get ready', green 'Ready to

jump' and white 'Jump’.* All the parachutists before jumping
attached the ring of their parachutes to a wire runniﬁg along
the length of the aircraft on the starboard side. - The jump
was made through the starboard door, and the parachute was
supposed to open automatically after a drop.of some 5 seconds,
or about 80 feet, but some failed to open. Equipment "canisters
were thrown out of the port door at the same time:as the

men jumped from the starboard, It was supposed to take from 9
to 12 seconds for the twelve men and their canisters to leave

the aircraft,  If the jumps were made at from 300 - 500 feet,

/as



SECRET, | -3 -

as was the usual custom, then it took the parachutists 20 - 30 -
seconds to regch the ground, Some came dowm with machine-
guns or tommy guns at the ready; others carried hand grenades,
The paréchutists(descended in a terrifying cloud, The aircraft
then turned immediately seawards and made off at seé—level.

On May 20th approximately 12 parachutists were carried in each
aircraft. ILater the number varied, sometimes being as low as ’
7 and sometimes as high as 20, . Requests for ground éupplies

to be dropped were made by the laying-out pf ground strips of
white bars with heavy bars at éach«end to keep them'in piace(
Ammunition and supplies were dropped in metgl containers; the
bigzer ones on wheels, Usﬁally one container was dropped for
evéry four men, sometimes for - three or two, At Maleme'BO mm
heavy mortars were droPPéd; at Heraklion spare parts for British
.and. American M/T. It is possible, though not quite certain,
that motércycles were droppea. Medical equipment was of the
highest grade, including test-tubes full of blood for
transfusion,  The greaterApart of supolies seem to have
arriyed,in perfect condition. .

Instructions to Parachutists,

- The following is a summary of the instructions issﬁed tp:
parachutists:~ . |
(a) All commanders from sectién.leader upwards must have
sketches with the enemy positions, etc.
(b)  All must before the operations be thoroughly familiar
| with the terrain, names of neighbouring units, etc.
(c) Advance platoons must’always jump first to hold the
ground for the main body.
(d) Immediately on landing, telephone lines must be out.
All prominent people, civilian or military, must be
seized and held =s hostages.
There was no direct wireless communication bétween the
troops on land and the aircraft. Cpmmunication bet&een them

was by signal strips. The troops could only communicate by

wireless with Group or Regimental Headgqu~rters. /The
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The froop4éarrying aircraft used in Crete were Z.b.V;s éf“ét
least 4 Geséhwaderﬁ;‘ |

The IOSseé'sufferéa by flieger division VII in Crete were very
heavy; Some battalions were almost.wiped.out and the total
casualties were reported to be bver 50%

The Air Landing Troops

The air-landing troo;é were drawvm from the 5th and'6th
Mountain Division. In the original plan only 85 and iOO

Mountain Rifle Regiments and 95 Signals Battalion of the

Sth Division hed been assigned to the operation.

The air~landing troops were all placed under the orders of
FPliegerkorps XI, for the operation, According to the original

plan, the parachutiéts and the glider-troops were to capture the

key points of the island, and the air-landing troops were merely

to be brought in afterwards to garrison it. As it turned out,

the parachufists:and glider troops succeeded only in capturing

" Maleme airfield, and the rest of the island had substantially to

be captured by air-landing troops, operating from that airfield.,

- Obviously, whereas both parachutists and glider-borne troops are

highly trained specialists of wﬁom the supply is limited,

any troops can be‘ussd as air-lending troops, so long as

there are aircraft available and an air-fieldAat which to

land them, Once.Maleme héd been captured there wasthen

nothing to prevent the Germans from bringing in air-landing

troops almost indefinitely. They did so most ruthlessly.
Troop-carrying aircraft were crashed without hesitation,

Théy landed in én incredibly short space ofrfrom 400 = 500 yards,

following each other in at regular intervals in a steady stream,

On the captured airfields they landed three at a time. They

unloaded with very great rapidity and were in the air again five
minutes after landing. There is no evidence that any- tanks were
landed by air,  The first Gemman tanks to reach Crete reachéd it
on May 28th by sea,

/The
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The aircraft used were Ju,52's, The load carried, as has
been said, varied., Maximum fire power was préserved, whatever
the other demands on the aircraft, It is almost certeain that

the same aircraft that had been employed to carry parachutists in

the first days of the operations, carried air-landing troops later

Oll,

Signal System

The success of the German attack ﬁas iﬁ therlast analysis
very largely due to the extreme efficiency and flexibility of
their signals, All the main headquarters weré joined to one
another, and their’channels could be used simultaneously as
they.were all organisea on different frequencies, Bach channel
was also provided with twﬁ alternative freguencies against
emergency. Thes; arrangements provided them with an almost
fdol—prbof antidote to jamming and made interception almost
impossiﬂleﬁ Between air-lanaing headduarterE and each of its
operating units ran a line with ifs owﬁ frequency and provided
With an altermative frequency, = Communication With.pompany'
Headguarters Was.ﬁrovi&;d by two Pack Sets.

The Germans had also a system known as Staff Informetion
Service, by which additional intercept receivers were supplied
so that all ﬁessages céuld be intercepted and decyphered for
the Staff, |

Aircraft of the heavy transport type were adapted as
signal offices with complete cypher‘machinery. The precise
use made of them in the operations is not known. |

ﬁeconﬁaissanoe aircréft were of course in communication
With‘Rear Headquarters, but there.is no evidence of
communicetion between landing or support aircraft and
Headquarters, Communication betweenvground and air was by

-ground strip code, flares or recognition signals,

/There
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There were anclllary 51gnal organlsatlons for air-sea
rescue and aerlal securlty.
The 1mportance attached by the Germans to communlcatlons

may be Judged from thelr orders that the flrst plaoes to be

,selzed on 1and1ng were v/T statlons the telephone exchange

and the‘sea-cable stat;ons.
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SECTION IV
MAY 20TH
The battle of Crete proper began at dawn on May 20th. Tt
began  with héavy air attacks at about 0700:hours on the airfield
and surrounding area at Maleme and on the Akrotiri Peninsula,
Under cover of attacks the first of these between 50 and 100 gliders
landed in the bed of the Tavronitis River to the west of the airfield
at about 0800 hours,
Thé an@m& thus achieved a surprise by landing during the
bombardment, when it had been expected that he would not.land
until after the bombardment. ThisAgave the advantage, of course,
that the gliders landed while almost alleur trdops had their
heads down to shield themselves from the bombing, The glider—~
borné troops were followed by parachutists at 0815 hours. Wave
after wave of parachutists quickly followed the first comers.
The parachutists were landed either in the bed df the Tavronitis
river, to the east of Maleme village, in the valley between Galatos
and the prison, or‘near the hospital which was captured at 1030 hours,

Gliders also crash-landed on the beaches.

A New Zealand bfigadier reported, 'I never saw such wanton Airborne
expenditure of manpower and machines., For example, I saw a Nazi Invasion
pilot crash an expensive Messerschmift, which had not been shot By John

up, into the sea off Maleme, dive out and swim ashore apparently just Hetherington
to deliver a message,! . Allen and

Unwin p. 70,

/First
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First Landlnws at Maleme

By far the greater number of ‘the parachutlsts who landed
near our troops were qulckly dealt with, but a few caused ‘trouble
by succeedlng in cuttlng the telephone llne, and for a short
time the road from Canea to the maln'base depot at Suda was ‘also -
cut., - But the main trouble came from concentrations of glider
and parachute troops in the Tdvronltls bed. These forces were.
strong enough grevely to threaten Nb.22 Battalion. A&
partlcularly effective weapon which they used reported P/O
Crowther of No.30 Squadron who was in the attack was the-petrol‘
bomb. (10 Counter-attacks by tanks were not able to drive them
from thelr posltlon and the Commander found it necessary at
nightfall to withdraw No.22 Battalion to the line of Nos.2l and
23 3atta110ns, thus leav:.nel the enemy in possession of Maleme
airfield. During the day, further east, the enemy had been
ejected from Galatos village and the hospital, but nightfall
found him stiii in eonsiderabie strength in the prison area.

The cover from air attaclk which the olive groves gave stood’
him in good stead. General Stressmann, 0.C. Flieger Division
VII, and scveral of his staff were killed on this day in‘'a
glider vhich crashed into the sea. Both at Maleme airfield
and at the hospital the Germans drove prisoners in front of
them in order te‘prevent us from opening fire.

Landings at Canea

At the same time as the landings at Maleme there had also
been landlngs on the other side of Canea in the Suda Bay areas
Tnelr ObJPCt1Vbs were heavy antl-alrcraft batteries in that
arcae. By mldday this attack had been mopped up, though it
had first succeedcd in wiping out at lea t one gun Crew. The
enemy had cleverly chosecn for their troop carriers &a eorridor
which avoided the rangc of &1l our anti-aircraft guns.

/Eleven -
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. Eleven gliders out of a projected fourteen 1aﬁded sooﬁ
after déwn on the Akrotiri Peninsula, also with the apparent
objéctive of anti-aircraft batteries. The preliminary;air '
bombardment here was not carried out and fighter and»dive~
bomber support was lacking.' Somc of the gliders»crashed s0
violently on landing that the occupants were either k&lled
or wounded. A}l but a few isolated snipers were rounded up,
most of them before they had emerged from their glidersa and

their Commender (Colonel Sturm) was captured.

-The Attack on Heraklion

The British troops at Heraklion, being the original
g&rrisoq'of Crete, were much better equipped than those at
Malecme and Suda, whq were evacuees from Grecce.

Before May 19th Heraklion had béen only lightly attacked
and that for the most part, contrary to the German hﬁbit, at
night. On May 19th 200 aircraft, mainly Do.17s, Ju.88s and
Me.110s,attacked the gun positions.  On the morning of ﬂhe
20th it was attacked sgain from 0800 hours until about
midday. Then there was a lull. .

Thai afternoon Heraklion was bombarded between 1600 and
1700 hours by Dos17s, Ju.87s, He.1llls, Me.109s and Cr.42s, and
under cover of that bombardment four Battalions of parachutists
from 132 Ju.52s were landed west and south of the town, north
and south of the road down to the airfield, and east'of the
airfield, at 1845 hours. Immediate and heavy attacks were
made on them with tanks, bayonets and small arms; About
'sixteen enemy aircraft were claimed as shot down and by 2130
hours all areas within the British perimeter had been

cleared. Sporadic fighting continued.

The Attack on Retimo

Retimo had also been attacked. A bombardment in the morning
was followed by landings of two battalions of parachute troops
at 1600 hours. The airfield remained in our hands but a party

of about 100 were unable to hold the church on the road

/between
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'betv_reen' Retimo and the airfield. They were thus able to.cut

communications not only between the airfield and Retimo but

G" 55 > 286.

f.‘ also be’cweén the alrfleld end Force Headquarters at Canea
and between Hera‘kli‘on and.Forc_e Headquarters, o
On this day it was estimated that there landed from the;
air - |
Inter-Services At Canea . 1,800
Committee At ialeme . | 1,700
™ Report p. 17. At Retimg 1,700 -
At Heraklion ~ é,ooo(ll)
dwing to the ;ﬁfchdm_vg; of the f‘ightlerrs_ the Royal Air
Force, in ii:s proper role, of course prlayed no part in this
\ day's combat , but airmen .(arid also sailors and even on one
occasion 2 New Zealand concert ;party) who chanced to find them-
selves in,‘che thick of ‘the _ba‘ctle turned infaqtryrnen for the day
and dldwhat »1?1?35’ could to help repel the invader, = Greek.
civilians, men and women; also gave their assistance.
-
S
(11) Germén documents (Report on Airborne afté.ck, Crete, Page 10) .
makes ’cﬁe numbers out rather larger - 750 glider troops
-~

and 8,000 parachutists,
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SECTION V

THE EVACUATION

As may be seen from aﬂ examination of the Gexrman plan of
campaign, the enemy's objectiveé were not obtained in full on
May 20th.  On the other hand, that day's fighting had given
him the alléimporfant possession of Maleme airfield, and
throughout the next two days (the 2lst and the 22nd) he took
. full advantage of fhis. He switched to Maleme troops, such
as the 100th Mountain Rifle‘Regimeﬁt, which in the original
plan had been destined for Heraklion, or the 5th and 6th
Mountain Divisions which had been destined for Canea and
Retimo.' Parachutists who landed east of the airfield were
quickly mopped up, but on the other hénd, on the 2lst, some
600.tr06p carriers, as it has been estimated, carrying these
battalions of the 100th Mountain Regiment, landed on the west
side of Maleme airfield, and that althoﬁgh the airfield was
still under our constant artillery fire, To give an.
example of the strength of the air support, a glider company
that landed in the Canea area had a whole flight of Stukas
to support it, - These Stukas dive-bombed anti-aircraft and
artillery positiqhs and a group of houses that was the
company's objective, for three minutes, The opcration was
also covered by 12 Me,109s and 6 Me.110s.  Bombing and
machine-gun attacks were continuousbthrougﬁout the day,

Me, 110s and Me, 109s in gréups of fifteen patrollea the
area continuously throughout‘the day, flying very 10w'and
lmadhine-gunning whenever they saw any signs of movemént.‘
Officers who had been in France said that no air
bombardment there equalled that which they suffered in

Crete, reported Field Marshal Wavell,

/The
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The Attempt to Recapture Maleme

On the night of the 21st/22nd@ we made a counter attack with

the h0pc~of recapturing the airfield, It met w1th con51derable

J

success, but day broke before our troops had had time to dig

into their new 9051t10ns, and with dayllght the enemy Was'eble
- to use his unchallenged supremacy in the air to deliver_an

attack Wthh compelled us to abandon our new galns. The Navy,

during that nlght, 1ntercepted and sank a number of vessels that

were bringing the enemy scaborne relnforcements.

)

Throughout the 22nd more troop-carriers landed on Maleme
airfield‘and there was fluctuating fighting around Galatos.‘
On the might of the 22nd/23rd the Navy, in addition to
Battle sinking several troop-carrying vessels, bombarded Maleme airfield,
A Sunﬁary‘Nc.h About 51xteen caiques, several submarlnes, pmobably between f
Adﬁitsity' 4,000 and 5,000 troops( 2) and at least twenty alrcraft were
page 27 - lost by the enemy in these naval engagements. Eleven more
A aircraf't were probebly destroyed and at least fifteen damaged
As a result w1th the exception of a. small caique and a few
shlp-wrecked surv1vors, no enemy seaborne troops were landed
id drete'ﬁntil May éBth, when the'battle‘wes virtuall& oter and
when some Itallens were able to land at Sltela in the east of the,
1sland but, exposed to enemy dlve-bombers and unprotected by
our flghtex , our Navy had pald its prlce. | Two cruisers and
four destroyers were sunk, one battleship put out of actton fcr
several months; and two cruisers and four destroyers considefebly

damaged. It was a rate of loss which could not possibly be
afforded; | ' -
Commanders~in-Chief's Appreciation

C.0.5.3ignals On the 24th, in reply to a request for an appreciation

/ 113 from the Chiefs of Staff, the Commanders-in-Chief, Middle East,
wrote "Scale of air attacks has made it no longer possible for

O

"Navy to operate in the Aegean or vicinity Crete by day and to
guarantee prevent seaborne landings without suffering losses

.whlch added to those already sustained, would very seriously
: /pre judice

In a press state- (12) General Freyberg only allows 'at least.... 2,000 drowned, '
ment, see Battle
Summary No, 4.

P. 27,
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prejudice our command of the Eastern Mediterranea?; We are,
therefdré;’U?able to réinforce or supply Cfete.éxcept by fast
warships at night, which will seriously curtail the sﬁppﬁrt we
can afford to the garrison, particularly if enemy are able

< to operate from aerodromes in Crete, Little prospect of R.A,F,
stopping movement enemy shipping which can now take ?lace piece~
meal and under strong air protection,.... As yet enemy has
only established himself in strength in one area and his sﬁ#ply
problem is acute. Information that he is calling up aircraft
from other theatres suggests he is stretched to limit.

Profided we can prevent him from exploiting hiS'oné success

by further 1arge'sea— and air-borne landings and can

reinforce and maintein our forces, we should be able to hold

. him and eventually defeat him," It was a somewhat self-
contradictory appreciation.

‘"Crete battle must be Wén;" the Primé Minister signalled
to Field Mhrshal’Wavell on May 23rd. "ﬁven if enemy secure
good lodgements fight must be maintained indefinitely in island
thué keeping enemy mein strilking force tied down to taék.....
Hope.ybu will reinforce Crete.eﬁery night to fullest extent.

Is it not poséible to seﬁd more tanké and thus reconquer any
captured aeroarome? Enemy's exeftiohs and losses in highést
class troops must be very severe, He c;ﬁnot keep'it up for
ever." Air Marshal Tedder replied by”emphésiéing the
impossibility of ships approaching ﬁear to the coast by

day if the R.A,F. could not provide fighter cover, "Naval
;perations yesterday and this morning'round Crete have
emphasised need for fighter cover if our ships aré‘to be able
to approach close enough to Crgte in daylight hours to
operate at all against s;aborne attack, Two Beaufighters

252 Sduadron arrived yesterday but not serviceable, Can

/remainder
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remainder 252 come out at once? Joint'meetiné‘of'C;~iﬁ=Cs“dt'
which this signal being written’strongly'urged despatch
remainder this squadron, In present critical phase.émall
force of Béaufighters might well be aéciéive. Am trying
operate’Hurriéanes Heraklion.to—day but they will bé fully
occupied Maleme".  C,A.S. replied to Air Marshal Teddsr - "Do
you wish me also to send dut convérsion sets forlBlenheim IVs?
Agree entirely that your primary cbncern is Crete and more |
especially Maleme, Every indication is that enemy is makiﬁg
prodigious efforts and undoubtedly fully stretched, Ybur
superior power will tell in the end, and all our efforts should
be devoted to driving the enemy out of Crete, So give the Hun
all the hell you can,"

The trouble with Beaufighters at that date was that they were
not tropicalised, The matter had been already raised even |
before the opening of the main attack, Air Marshal Tedder had
signalled to V.C.A.S. on May 12th - "C.,-in-C, Mediterranean has
asked if we can provide fighter cover to the Fieet operating west

of Crete to deal with possible seaborne attack on Crete. Only

‘possible means of doing this, apart from aged Blenheim Ts

operating from Crete, would be Beaufighters, My impression is
that Beaufighters are not trc»picalised 1n any way aﬁd therefore_.
it is useless to consider moving any from Malta for this
operation. Can yﬁu confirm?"  V,C.A.S. replied -_"The
Beaufighter is all right as regards oil-cooling and cylinder
temperature but has no air cleaner". Nevertheless, they'
proved useful for this work. "Two more arrived yesterdéy from .
Malta" wroté Air Marshal Pedder to V.C.A.S. on May 29th Yand they
are on the job to-day trying to help cover our unfortunate Navy
in its aftempts to get to and from Crete, I hope the others
will come through very soon since the Beaufighter is literally
the only possible way of pfoviding any cover for the shiﬁs and
without they appear to be qﬁiﬁe cold meatss,.. i am hoping thgt
the second Beaufighter squadron to which C.A.S. refgrfed will, in

fact, be able to come out here", X
/Bombing
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 Bombing of E ”nemx.Airfields
The pollcy of bomblng enemy airfields in Greece and the

Dodecanese was continued even after the invasion, and Tapolia,
Menidi, Eleusis and Molasi were bombed on May 20th/2lst, Pires
and explosions were scartednand at Eleusis bombs fell among
dispersed aircraft, _ . 7

It had been planned to attack Meleme airfield on the night of .
May 22nd/23rd befcre the Germans had had time to consolidate
themselves there, but bed weather in the Westem Desert made the
operafion impossible,  Threse Wellingtons dfopped medical stores
and rations on Heraklion and Retimo on May 22nd and 23rd. The
suppiies for Retimo unfortunately fell into the.sea.

Hurricanes and the Extra Tank

The only fighters that were used in these operations were
Hurriocanes, They had been fitted with extra tanks to increase
their range but the experiment was not a success coth because
it wasdfound to impose too great a handicap on their manceuvera~
bility and hecause the.tanks.could be carried cnly at the

' sacrlflce of annour and ammunltlon. "The additional tanks gave

the Hurrlcanes a range of 900 mlles," a pilot told Mr. Hetherlngton,

"compared w1th the normal range of 600 miles, .There were two
addltlcnal tanks‘- one pcrt,‘one,starboard. The port tank
emptied fiist,then the.etarboard tank, - Air locks were liable
to develop owing to bad refuelﬂing or severe bumps in the air
and throw the system out of commdssion. You never know when
the port-tank emptled if the starboard tank was going to feed
through, If ycur starboard tank refused to work over the
sea, that was the end," On the morning of the 23rd 1t was
attempted to eend two fllghts of six Hurricanes each to
Herakllcn from bgjpt. The first flight was fired on by our
naval anti-aircraft bar?age in error.,  Two were shot down and
three Were driven back +o their bases, One landed safely at
Heraklion, Of the second flight all‘six reached Heraklion but
| | | /four
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four were found to have damaged tail wheels, A fifth was
damaged on .'the ground ‘by enemy action.  Therefore, of that
flight also only.one aircraft was serviceable, These

aircraft ‘had been sent from Egypt with instructir;ns to attack
enemy landings at Maleme, but the instructio‘ns were overruled by
the local military commender at Heraklion who ordered them -
instead to act in support .of the operations in Heraklion - a

questionable exercise of authority,

Difficulties. of Eighter Protection

Air Marshal Tedder sumarised these operations and summed
up the -problem as it existed on May 23rd in a .‘signal of .that day

to C,A.S. =~ "Small scale of effective air support we are able

- to give to defence of Crete has been, and is, my main concern.

Wellingtons' attacks on Greek aerodromes before blitz were

useful hut last attempt without moon largely abortive, Two

night attempts to'assist at Maleme abortive owing to difficulty |
dis_tingu.ishing friend from foe, Wellingtons sucéessfully dropped
supplies last night, Have maintained sea reccos north of

Crete, - In view present ofitical situation Maleme, Blenheims

from Western Desert operating to-day Maleme and sent six

Hurricanes in hope they may be able to operate few sorties from

_Heraklion., Iatter in particular is somewhat desperate.gamble

but feel big risks must be accepted,  The two Beaufighters have
been made nearly‘serviceable and on ,jo;b covéring disabled destroyer,
Events of past'day-and-a-half at sea have shown no longer

possible for our ships operate in Aegean or vicinity c‘avare“ce

by daylight., - This means enemy can pass vessels to Crete from
Greece Qr Melos in daylight, Convoys are escorted by Me,.110s

and consist mostly small auxiliary vessels, Little prospect of
Blenheims from Western Desert being able stop such movements,

Our main efforts therefore must be against enemy forces landed or
landing by air and sea, Hope ‘'we may be able to snatch a few

valuable sorties from Heraklion, but regular operations ifrom there

/Will
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will be precarioué and expensive at best, Bulk'of air
opefations necessarily based .on Africa near 6perational limit
”of Blenheims and Marylands and outside range of Hurricanes and
Toméhawks. Will'do what we can with Blenheimsland if 1uéky
’enough have cloud cover may be able effect something. Far
most effective striking force would be low flying fighters;
but only possibility with'npcessary range is Beaufighter,
If Admiralty agrees desPatéh reméinaer 252 they will have dual role -
(2) provide dewn and dusk cover for'shipé approaching
and leaying Crete;
- (b) 1low attack énemy air transports and seaborne forces
riﬁ caiques,

Wellingtons will persevere in tfyiﬁg locate useful targets and
- tonight eleven will be attacking Maleme and Scarpanto (latter
to give some relief to Navy)., All this means diverting S
practically our whole effort from Western Desert to Crete -
and feel this-eséential at present juncture. Enemy probably in -
awkward sitﬁation too, bgt,we must do all we can to rub hi;
nose in it."

The Chiefs of Staff replied to the C.-iﬂ-Cs "OurAdifficultiéS
Crete are great but, from all inforﬁation we have, so-are thosé
of the enemy. If we stick it our enemy's effort may peter out.
It seems to us imperative that reinforcements in greatest
strength possiEle should be sent as soon as possible to island
‘to ensure destruction enemy already landed befqre they‘can be
seriousiy reinforced, The vital importance of‘this‘battlé is
~ well known to you and great risks must be accepted to ensure our
success", . |

Withdrawal to Ay Marina

On the 23rd,. German troops which had landed near the
prison began to push towards Ay Marina,  They threatened to
cﬁt the British forces in two, and it was ther?fore necessary
to withdraw the New ;ealénd forces round Maleme back to

| | | /Ay Marina,
G. 55,286,
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Ay Marina, On the night of the 25th/26th a further
withdrawal to the neighbourhood of the hosp;tal ﬁas neéessary.'
Meanwhile, throughout the 24th and 25tﬁ Canea had been
constantly bombarded from the air in a series of attacks, sécfor
by sector, and was now virtually destroyed, )
The R.A.F, had given such support as it could to the

counter attack against Maleme. In the afternoon of the 23rd

" twelve Blenheims attacked Maleme airfield and later in the

G. 55,286,

afternoon there was a second attack by a force of Blehheims,.
and Marylands which bombed and machine-gunned about 130
JU.52s. Ten of the JU.52s. were claimed.as destroyed and others |
as damaged., Two long range Hu?ricanes'alsa maéhine—gunned' -
aircraft on the ground, A number of these aircraft were
claimed as destroyé& or damaged.A '

~ During the 24th, five long range Hurricanes attacked enemy
positions in the Heraklion area., Our operations were hampered
by a2 heavy sandstom in the Western.Desert.

On the night of May 2th/25th Malems was bombed by eight
Wellinétons.' Large fires were started on the airfield and five
other fires were started on the beaches, Mbdiéél sfores were
dropped by Wellingtons aé'Rétimo.

Air Marshal Tedder's Appreciation of May 24th,

On the 24th Air Marshal Tedder sent a further report on the
situation to b.A;S..- dBlenhéim and Maryland squadrbns from
Western Desert operated successfully against Maleﬁe'yesterdgy
afternoon and evening; also the' two Beaufighters, Afraid
attempt use Heraklidp for Hurricanes largely failure, First
Hurricane shot up on ground immediately landed, two damaged
owing sfété of runways, remainder hoped do oﬁe sortie early this
morning returﬁing direct to Western Desert, 'Heraklion now non-
operational., Second flight standing by for further attempt
as soon as landing ground oﬁ'MASSEraWPlain‘reported fit;

meantime trying improvise more long range Hurricanes which can jpst

: /reach
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reach Maleme from desert. Welli.ngtoris‘ laét, night made gallant .

effort in very bad weather, Two missing. _'Reports f’r‘oml others

not complete since théy landed widely dispersed. from El Areish

'to rMers}a, Matruh, and indications th_a_t some at least were '

successful. Unfortunately, _to—day Western Desert blotted out

\ .

severe dus’g'_stqm, flying .impos;ible and prospects offclearing

to~day poor, .We Will hit again immediatély it is humanly

~ possible", On th_ei 25th he 'rep.oz.-ted - "No flying possible by A.d.C,-
" day yesterday.  Last nigh,t, despite bad weather at Crete Whi_oh . in-C., 46A
stopped naval dpergtibns and thick weather in desert, Wellingtons

Opgréted against‘ Malen‘e.. One Wéllington dropped urgent supplies

Re timo, (13) ' Still thick to-day and bad over Crete, ‘but twe-nty-

four Blenheims sucoegsfully attacl«;e& enemy aircraft. on ground at

and near Maleme, about fen seen oﬁ fire.» Further attack this

afternoon, ‘ Attempt to operate Hur‘ricanes from Heraklion was |
aborfive’and we t;nly got three bacic out of seven, . One

Hurricane brought back as passenger pilot whose aircraft had

been shot‘up. Am going'try.Hurricanes singly using.standard

long range tanks, which should be _Jempty when they reach Crete.

Scale énémy air attack terrifi‘c;and fe,ei we must make

desperate attempt at least show t}}ei flag,"

Loss of Canea .

Oﬁ the night pf the 25th,/26th Hz;a"cllq;.a}c.é'r's“were‘frxiovea to
a house a few mil‘égr east of Suda, It was hoped Jf;hat on the
night of the 26th/27.th a destroyer would ar_ri%re_containirﬁg the
bulk\ of the Commando Layforce under Colonel Laycock; and
essential stores. .Ma;jor~Gene1;al Freyberg therefore gave
} <»>‘rders that Canea should be held. until then at all costs., but
it did not prové possible, and throughout the 26th and 27th
our 'trooi)s were driven pack in some confusion from Canea on

to Suda. .
/Decision .

3

(13) Unfortunately the supplies fell short and were captured
" by the enemy, See page 23.
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Decision to Evacuate R.A.F.

OnMay 261;_1'_1 Group.Gapt,a,in Beamish 5ignalled to Air Marshal
Tedder - "Resistance offensive appears impracticable. Regarding
R.A.F., situation is that twenty~two officers, 176 other ranks

are temporarily located in Suda Bay, representing mass squadron

v'detachmehjc_ and stragglers coming. in from Maleme, One officer,
.81x other ranks are at Re;_timo.as far as known and one hundred

" all ranks approximately in Heraklion area. The garrison at

Rétimo and Heraklion are cut (?) off from western end,
O;:p'erationally, R.A.F. persomnel are not f"ulfill_i'ng. ény useful
purpose and I consider unlikely to do so n;>v& if .ée'rodfon{é: )
cannot be rec.aptu;r"ed and, therefore, they should be evacuated. |
Majority have suffered at I\'Ialéme and are not now fighting

pers on;}él». . R._.A.F:. personrel at Retimo and Herakli)qp cannot be

evacuated at present and must be under 4orders of local Army

Commanders. At western end there .is reasonable chance of using

. Suda Bay to-night, 26th/27th May, landing after dark and leaving
v_.).beforé dawn, to get some R.A.F. personnel of f 'b;y Sunderland.
Suda Bay may ﬁot be.available afterwards,  Probably if Sunderland
did come precedence would be given to politicians and offic:"Lals_' o

“but would be at least possible to get away flying personnel,

regarding the rema_.inder. if gvacwition was orxdered, It is my
intention to move remaining peréonr;el to the small port of
Sphakia on the.south coast, Grateful your instructions, I
have not yet discussed this with G.0.C.=in-C."

Air Marshal Tedder followed this Aup.(to C.=in=-C. ‘Mediterfane.an -
"Would much appreciate if high priority can be given to flying
personnel in any evacuation thaf may bé‘ possiblé. As y_ou'know
we are now getting aircraft but are short ‘of p;llots and every
trained aircrew is worth its weight in gold". To Group
Captain Beamish he signaLlled ~ "You are authorised to evacuate
R.A.F. personnel as opportunity offers, Every effort should

be made to get flying personnel away first opportunity. Our

/fellows
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fellows here d01ng damnedest help you. Good luck", As for A.0.C./9
support to the evacuat:.on, Air Marshal Tedder had to say - "Will . 824 29.5.41
do what we can but our effort is concentrated on glv:mg cover |

to Shlps carrylng out evacuatlon and on attacklng bases from which

enemy attack comes."  The problem of the evacuatlon of the
R.A. F. was a]most 1mmed1ately merged into the’ 1arger questlon 'C.0.5.5ignals
of general evacuatlon, for on the 27th Ma,]or-General Freyberg ' 118 27.5.41

decided th.at such a general evacuation was :mev:Ltable. The

Chiefs of Staff at home agreed.

Attacks on Cretan Airfields.

Up to the last moment the R.AJF, had continued its policy
of support:.ng the Army by attacks on the enemy pos:.tlons. On
the 25th five long range Hurricanes attacked enemy pos:Lt:Lons at

Heraklion., At dawn on that day Hurricanes arid f‘:.ghter Blenheims

were desPatched to attack Ma.leme - airffield. The;;} failed to locate

the target ow:.ng to low cloud and heavy mist, and a Hurricane

force-landed at Heraklion, Later in the morning & combined sic

force of Marylands, Blenheims and Hurricanes successfully = 4 Beamish
attacked Maleme airfield. MAbout 2L JU,52s and fighters" " Despatch
were clalmed as, destroyed, f A H'urfi'oa’ne shot down one_ : _ . nge N

JU.88 and damaged another over Suda Bay. " In the afternoon
Maleme was agam tw:Lce ralded f:.rst by two and then by three
Blenhelms. The three Blenheims of the second rald did not
retum. Reconnaissances for enemy shipping Were carried out
over the Aegean. : | |

| Four Welllngtons again attacked Maleme airfield and the
nearby beaches on the night of the 25th/ 26th, and Wellingtons
also attacked Scarpanto. -

' On the 26th six Hurricanes attacked Malems and claimed
to have shot down at least five JU.52s and probably damaged
others in the air and on the ground by machine-gun fire,
Maleme was again attacked at dusk by Blenheims and Marylands
which set fire to more JU.52s on the ground. On the 26th/27th

[aircraft
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aircraft on- the ground at Maleme were agaln attacked  Pive
were clalmed as destroyed, and there were exp1051ons and

fires on the'beaches. On the 27th a Hurricane fighter patrol
shot dewn three Ju. 885. At dusk a force of Blenhelms was

sent to attack enemy troop concentratlons at Canea but
falllng to flnd the obJectlve bombed the alrfleld at Maleme
instead and destroyed several alrcraft on the ground On the
night of the 27th/28th the alrfleld at Maleme was again
attacked, and four alrcraft attacked Scarpanto. Blenhelms and

Hurricanes claimed to have shot down three JU.88s over the sea.

Air Marshal Tedder»on Lack of Air Bases

Air Marshal Tedder recounted these operations~ while
elaborating the d60131on to evacuate in a 51gnal to C A, b.
on the 27th - "You.vlll have seen wavell's 51gnal to Prime
Minieter saylng situation in Crete no longer tenable.

Yesterday C.-1n-Cs meeting held at Alex, and 1t was decided

to contlnue uush in relnforcements and supplles, though thls

could be only in small packets. On return here signals from
Freyberg led us to. conclu51on that in view terrific strain of °
past week. Freyberg hlmself needed fresh help and agreed to send
Lleut ~Gen. nvetts 1n by Sunderland last nlght. - This cancelled
late last n1ght'W1thout reference to me or Wavell but may Stlll.'
be able to get Evetts in to-nlght. leflculty is to get true
picture but appears that heavy and contlnuous attack of bombers
and fighters operating from aerodromes in Greece, Crete, Melos
and Scarpanto have succeeded completely neutralising our AJA.-
and,‘oonsequently, in pinning down our troops and wearing down
their morale. Our.Squadrons have, I think, done all that was
humanly possible, and sometimes more than one would have thought
possible, to help. Now that enemy able to operate flghters
from Crete our losses heavy in proportion to strength, (twenty
aircraft in last three days), but yesterday, in addition to
what appeared to have been successful Blenheim and Maryiand
attacks Maleme Hurricanes with reinforcing tanks shot down

/number
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number loaded troop carriers, Fighter protection fo_r army against
bombers and low-flying fighters has, however, been literally
impossible once 'the aerodromes in Crete were depied to us.,. It will
cgrtainly,'pe.said Cretp is being lost for lagk of air .support, but
the primary ‘reason is lack of secure air bases. >I have warned
Wavell that once Hun' able to transfer his effort similar situation
mey arise :Ln Tojbruk unless Eastern Cyrenaica is cleared in the
immediate future, Need for giving what cover possible to Navy
' probabg?y_;nggn will have to divert some effort from Cre te itself
du_ring next few days. Meantime, aircraft .are coming in.. Fifteen
arrived Cairo yesterday, nearly forty more en route, " |

C.A.S. repiied - "You will ByAnoW. have recei*feé. orders for
evacuation in C.:re'te. I know that your squadrons hayve done all
that could ﬁe éxpected of them in conditions which geve them no
chance of countering Gemrmen air attack effectively. You know that
Prime Minister‘ clearly endorsed at the time the decision to withdraw
‘remaining fighters from Crete on Ma.y 19th and that reasons—_ which
subsequently made it .impossible for you to protect Cré te against air
atfack and landings are fﬁlly understood by Wgr Cebinet. I am
conf%@ent you will do all that is possible 1;0 he).p evacuation,
particularly by prote.ction of s_hips..-. Success attained on
May 26th by Hurricanes with reinforcing tanks is most satisfactory
and fully justifies jourv.enterprisg in trying for it; Death of
Bismarck(u*) means éecond and ,thirdvin'stal.rnents of Hurricanes

earlier than we dared hope yesterday,"

Withdrawal to Sphakia

Ao 0- G' -
in-Co 50A

27 5. 41

()

The enemy had by then landed thirty to thirty-five thousand . ﬁ
trocrps.. - General Freyberg therefore put General Weston in command
of the rearguard in the north and moved his own Headquarters to
Sphakia to organise the evacuation, ,
/When
-

(14) The Bismarck was sunk on May 27+th.
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Vhen the R.A.F. personnel from Nos.30 and 33 Squadrons and
Beamish No. 252 A.M.E.S., about 230,strongiin all, had arrived at
Report on Hgadquarters R.AF, Crete on May 23rd from Maleme, tfsy were in
Air QOperations | what Group Captain Beamish deécribés as | “a pitiable bondij:ion".
in Crete Tempprary accommodaﬁiop?wgs_fqund:for them’in a camp. near Vamoé,
Page 16 : twe;ye miles east of Suda Bay, When total evacuation was seen to
be}iﬁeyitable, all this personnel, together with the detachment
from NQ7230 Squadrqn which wrs at.$uﬁa Bay, was moved south to
Sphakia during the night of Mayv26;h/27th. The first of this
party to arrive in §ph§kiaigstaplished themselves in caves there
on the mprning.éf the_??th.__ The remainder arrived in the
afternoon Qf'the 27th. Operational Headqugrters of the R.A.F.
remained with the Army Headquarters which did not.reach Sphakia
unpi}';he 28th, ‘
| - aneral.Westpnls-difficﬁlties Were. enormous as communications
and order had hy,noﬁ alike broken down.- The 4th New Zealand )
Brigade had, 6n the night of the 26th/27th, been withdrawm to
Stylos and thqncg.was withdrawn again to the Askiphio Plain,
known as  the “°aucer", in the middle of the island between Suda :
and Sphakia, as a precaution agalnst parachutist landings whlch
Wogldxcut the troops in the north off from their hope of
embarkation, Meanwhile, the troops in the north maintained a
fighting\reargua;d, as a result of whieh a remnant of them
made their way back to the Askiphio Plain by the morning of*
the 29th, o |
It was decided that.the rearguard should hold up the
enemy there, buﬁ}that the main force should move off for Sphakia
on fhe night of the 29th. Both the hardships and disorganisation-
of this march are beyond the scope of this narvatlve. .It was
only fortunate that the enemy then, as always, showed a quite
extraordinary lack of initiative in his almost total failure to
6p§rate at night., The only exceptions to this were a certain
amount of not Qery serious bombingvof Heraklion during- the moon

'period; and an attack on Suda Bay by twelve aircraft on the night

of May 12th/13th. : .
G, 55,286. | , \ /First
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First Evacuation

The first evacuation had taken place on the night of the
28th/29thth and there were further evacuations on fhe night of the
| 29th/30th, 100 R.A.F. personnel were evacuated to Egypt by
destroyer on Maj 28th/29th and the remainder, with the exception
of Opefational Headquarters, by Glen ship on May 29th/30th., Air
MarshgliTeddef had promised the naval authorities that the R.A.F.
would do all that it could to proviﬁe fighter protection for
evacuating vessels,‘but he. frankly warned them that cover would be
likely to be "meagre and spasmodic". "I know that &our' natural |
desire".C.A.S. had warmed him ”Wili be to.take all risks with
every fype of aircraft in order to protect ships evacuating troops
from Crete. You must, nevertheless, resist temptation to squander
aircraft pnprofitab;y,lbearing in mind vital importance of adequate

air strength for forthcoming operations in Libya". Air Marshal

Tedder replied - "Your X 169 of May 29th (i.e. above signal) confirms

line I hgve taken on question of providing cover for shipping,.
EffortAwe are making, whicﬁ ig.maximum practicable, should not
&réin resources, Four.successful interoeptiqns yesterday over
convoys without loss, Sending two Sundeplgnds tonight to Sﬁhakia
to bring off final Headquarters part&." 'In the event'there Was;
as we shall see, the most unfqrtﬁnate failure 6f the escort to
.1ocate the convoy f;om Herzklion in northern Crete, but in the
southerﬁ waters things turned out be£ter than had at one tﬁné
-been feared. . "Fighter protection became steadily more

effective and the enemy léss enterprising". "Fightei cover has
been effective in covering ships" Air Marshal Tedder was able

to report to C.A,S,

Air Cover of Evacuation

On the 28th/29th Hurricanes and Blenheims maintained patrols
over ships en route from Egypt to Crete. = On the 28fh/29th
Scarpanto was bombed by eight Wellingtons. On the 29th/30th
-both Scarpanto and Maleme airfields were atfacked, the former by

/six
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six Wellingtons and.the latter by two Wellingtons. Two
Wellingtons also attecked Catavia-in Rhodes.  On the 30th/31st
Malgme.and-Héraklioh‘were'attacked by ten Wellingtons. At
Maleme three unidéntified aircraft were burnt out and there were
fires and explesions. At Heraklion six JU,52s were burnt out w
and there were'also fires and explosions.

Fighter protection was again provided for ships on May
31st and-June lst. During these patrols at least five'JU.SSs;
one-ME}ilo, two Cant.llb7s and one S.79 were claimed as
destroyed(l5) and three JU.88s as damaged.

On the night of the_}lét May/lstlJune Heraklion.-was again )
attacked and a large‘fire started.  Five Wellingtons bombed
Maleme where they claimed four aircreft destroyed and five
proﬁably'destroyed, and started fouf large fires. Supplies wéie
dropped on the beach at Sphakia, L

Final Evacuations

“The enemy made his first contacg‘withvthe rearguard at dawﬁ.
on the BOth.. The final e%acuationS'Were on the nights of the
30th/31st and 31st May/lst June, Two Sunderlands assisted on
these nights, and Group Captain Béémish, togethér‘wifh the

G.0.C.=in-C, and the Naval Officer in cherge at Suda Bay and their

"staffs, was takén to Igypt in one of them on May 30th/3lst.

That, in sPite of thﬁir‘disorgahisation, so large a proportion
of our forces were successfully evacuated was due ta the failure
of the-enemy’to drop parachuti;ts eithé: in the Plain of
Askiphid or Sphakia -and to the absence of attacks by the German
Air Force during the embarkation, in spite of the fact that their
reconnaissdﬁce planes had been over Sphakia as early as May 28th,
They dive-bombed Sphakia dﬁringfthe.day.qf May 29th but d4id not

attack it at night.

/On

-

Page 31
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On the night of June 2nd/3rd a small party of all services
made seaworthy a motor landing craft found on the beach of |
- Tymbaki and set out. to éga. 7 In tf\is party were nine R,A,F.
pérsonnel , including three of the members of a South African .
Maryland which had crashed vnea‘r Tymbaki on May 25th., - Twenty
miles out they were inteﬁcepted by an I.t‘alién submarine which
took prisoner the officers, who included two officers of No. 112
Squadr"on and two South Africen officers of No. 2k Squadron.  The
remainder of the crew reached Egypt. About i,OOO personnel were .
left a*t; Tymbaki, including some of the R.A.F. |

The Fighting at Heraklion

Communications in.Gre1.-.e_ were so poor that.it was inevitable
that the defence of' 'the, three points at which troops were
statloned should be conducted in almost uncorme cted operat::ons,
and, as it was at Maleme that the battle of Crete was won and
lost, the story of the troops who were attacklng at Maleme and.
finally evacuated from Sphakia is the most important story, but it
is nece.s;ﬁary also to say a few words about ewientsr at Heraklioh and
Ret:Lmo.

At Heraklion, -the ‘first day's fighting had left the alrfleld
still in our hands, but throgghout the following days a steady
stream 'ofj,tr-oop—oax;riers landed to the east of the area occupied by
our troops, principally on Malea beadh._ By the 23rd the enemy was
able to brlng mortar and machine-gun fire to bear on the alrf‘leld
and camp, and on. the 221.th the airfield, though still untaken was
reported as untenable. By the 23rd’ the enemy, largely owing to‘
the gallantry of the Greek troops and, indeed also Greek civilians,
“had been driven out of the ‘town of Heraklion, though it had been
'V:Lrtually destroyed by systematic air attacks, but he had
entrenched himself to the west of the town. TFrom there he issued
an ultimatum to the Greek Commander to surrender the town,  This
‘ultimatum was rejected, As a result, the town was 'heavily
bombed on the 24th and more parachutists were landed to the west

Jof
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of it. On the 25th it was again attacked, but the attack was
'A.o.c/9' : i'epulsed. On thaf day Headquarters 204 Group was still able to
-~ 794 signai to H Qes ReAJF., M.E, = “Heraklﬂ:on would be serviceabie
- with slight work to fill in craters. 100 octane petrol available
if tro;aps recover from enemy are:a. Suggest (J.rgent éc’ciori'to'
provide facilities at Heraklibn pending (? opdor ?) Retimo. So
Hurricanes can refuel there individually at intervals and take
advani:age of enemy spasquic fighter efforts". On. the night of
the 25th/26th scme of the German troops to the west of Heraklion
‘staited to'move across in order to join up with the rest of the
troops at Ay Lyas to ’che‘ SOuth.k Daybreak found .them still on the
move‘and‘ the Leicestershire Regiment took the™ opportunity to
attéck them. The attack was at first successful, but the
British troops wer;a, in the end, driven back by machine-gun fire
from the air, agains:b which they had no defence.
on the 28th further German reinforcements, amownting to
some 960 fresh troops, were seen to land to the east, and a
major German attack was clearly now oniy a matter of tims.
Heraklion had by now also been bombed almost to des truction,
With the collapse of resistance in the west of the island there
 was no point in waiting to meet certain -annihilation.  The
evacuation wad ordered for the early hours of the 29th, and was »
carried out successfully a.r-w.d with very little enemy interference.
The R.A.F. party, including No.220 A/M.E.S., was emberked
meventﬁlly"bﬁ H.M,S. Orion. "

The Attack on the Heraklion Convoy

@

The convoy put to sea at 0320 hours on the 29th, but the
fighter escort, which they expected, failed to find them,  Owing
to the failure of H.M.S, Imperial's steering gear the convoy
was an hour and 2 half late in setting sail. The fighter
protectlon was to have met 1t in the Kaso Strait at 0530 hours
but this time was amended by signal to 0630 hours. E However,
before the meeting could take place the convoy had already been
intercepted by the enemy at 0600 hours, Wireless s:.lence

/was
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was necessary after.leaving port and, therefore, our aircraft
were at a rendezvous some fifty miles away from the convoy.

Although our squadrons made several attempts to.find the convoy,

)

in the course of which two JU,.88s were shot down for the loss of
one Hurricane, they were never able to get through. :'The coﬂvoy
was dive-bombed throughout the morning and bombed throughout the
'affemooh by JU.88s and JU.87s, ‘The only friendly fighters

-~ that "bhey saw wéire two Fulmars of the Fleet Air Arin which 7&5
appeared at noon, and even they, according to the test.unony - “

of a surv:.vor, ‘'were never seen by those on board H.M.S. Orion, (16)

" As a result s HM.S, Imperial and H,M.S, Hereward were sunk and

thérs were severe casualties on other ships, H.M.S. Orion,‘ on
which 'the R,A.F. personnel were embarked, suffered three direct
" hits; as a result of which, in addition to Ahny casualties, two
R.A.F. personnel were killed, eleven wounded and eleven m:Lss:.ng
presumed killed, .
Unfortunately it was not possible to include in the
evacuation a small party of nine officers and fifty-two other
‘ranks who had been sent to the south of the island to operi up the
landing ground at Méssara and who had to be left behind,

The Fighting at Retimo -

The 'stobry"'of' Retimo is less clear, ‘Since 7no survivoers
have beén left to tell it. ™ Two Australian and two Greek "
Battalions had been detailed for ‘the 'a'efen'ée .of ‘Retimo town
and airfield, and two more Australisn Battalions to.the defence
~ of the Georgopoulis bgaches against a PQSSiblG’ "enemy- landing, | ' -~
Wheﬁ there “were no signs of any such landings at Georgo;g‘:oulis -
these two Battalions were transferred to Canéa. Communications
between Retimo airfield and'Headqwa.rtgrs were cut, by the

/German

(16) - Flight Lisutenant Hubbard supplied this information.
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German occupation of the church on the road between the town and

the airfield on May 20th.  After that, communication with the
troops ‘on the island was only by \V/T and en clair, On the
21521: an attempt was made to dislodge the enemy from his'posjitionr
by co-oxdi.nat'ed attacks upon him from both sides, but the attempt
failed, | ‘ ' .‘
During these days the enemy had beeri- steadily réinfércin@"
the area to the south-east of fhe ai‘rf‘ield; The gérz"iso.n of =
the airfield was in serious danger of being cut off., On the -
night of the 27th/28tﬁ the Navy, at great risk, sent in t.o thé-’ﬂ
garrlson a motor 1and.1ng craft with rat:.ons and medical stores,
but :Lts posﬁ:mn was untenable, part:.cularly after the general
collapse of the defence of the island. The d:.ff‘loulty was how
to communicate to the garrison the order to evacuate, in suc}h a
way that it should not be known to the enemy. = An aircraft was
sent from Egypt which was instructed to drop the garrison the .
order to evacuate from Plaka Bay, The aircraft took of'f“ but
was never heard of again, and the fate of the garrison at Retimo
is not known, - It included one R.A.F, officer and eleven other
ranks, | ’

Air Marshal Tedder's Stocktaking

In all these‘ operations ther R.A.F. played no part c>>f. "
importance, nor were they abie to play any .part in the defence of
the naval vessels which attempted to briné ‘stores and
reinforcements to the defenders. Among these veésels
casualties were severe,

"Ha.wfe held stocktaking on Crete" Air Marshal Tedder reported
to C.A.S. on May 30th. "Sorry to say that though effort has had
some valuable results the cost has been heavy in relation to

strength, especially in Blenheims,  Blenheim dawn and dusk

- raids in particular have been expensive, both in Crete and on

G.55,286,

return to Desert, and no doubt I am to blame in not keeping ..
tighter rein on Collishaw, Total aircraft losses in Crete up.to
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date have been 47, of which 30 between 20th and 27th, (17)
S topped all'day action ovewarete other than receo on 28th, except
an étfempt to drop'messages Retimo yesterday which fear failed",

R.A,F. Casualties

Of the 618 R.A.F. personnel who were engaged in the battle
of Crete, 361 returned fo Egypt and 257 were.casualties'iﬁ
Creté{,. Oﬁt.of the 28,000 Imperial troops'on the island, 14,580
were,evacuéted.. It is not pﬁssible to say what number of the
rest, eithe'; of RA.F. or of the military, were killed or wounded,
The’enemj 1osse§jhave been esfﬁﬁated at ﬁweive to fifteen |
. thousand, incl'ﬁding a high i)roportioh killed., The total naval
casualties, ih‘anti—invasion‘operétions and evacuation combined,
were 3 battleships gnd'oﬁe aircraft-carrier damaged, three “
crisers’ and six destroyers sunk. Six cruisers and eight

(18)

~ destroyers and théJSPecial service ship Glenroy were damaged.

-
(17)"i.e.‘in all operations in‘any'way connected wifh the Cretanv |
| 6ampaign; whether over Crete, the sea, Gréece or the
Dodecanese. See Appendix D, The figure as finally agreed
was 4 in April and May combined, In the campaign proper,
i.e. from May 14th onwards the losses Wefe 38, See Appendix E.
-~

(18) See Appendix A,

G, 55,286,
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LESSONS OF ‘I‘HE CAMPAIGN

The cr1t1c1sms of the oampalgn are, f‘rcm the nature of
things, mainly milltary criticisms, Of the R.A.F, the most
important thing to say is that it was not there, and it was not
there not because of any failure of the men on the spot nor
even of the authorities in the Middle East, but because the
aircraft, and still more the airfields, did not at that date
exist. Yot even if it were granted that without Fighter
support a successful rﬁilitary defence of Crete against the
Germans was impossible, it would not follow from that either
that the campaign was without point or that any detailed
criticisms of it were otiose, Tpex;e were not the overriding
political reasons for f‘iéhting in Crete that there were for
fiéhting; in Greece., From the political point of view we
might have evacuated Crete at the same time that ﬁre evactia‘bed'
all the other Greek islands, but our major purpose in all the
campaigns of that date was to delay the enemy and thus‘ to

disarrange his time-table, and, just as the Gree-k’camnpaig‘n had,

- in spite of this failure, a military. importance in.that it did -
" so deley the enemy and cost him casuwalties, thus preﬁnting him

_from other conquests further afield, so the Cretan campaign;

failurs as it too was in its tur'n, can‘be Justly defénded.on this
ground and its conduct rlghtly cr:.tlc:Lsed if it can bs shown
that ve could in a.ny Way, even m.th our lzunlted resources, have
delayed the Germans 1onger or mfln.cted upon them more
casuzlties,

"There are some, I see," said Mr, Churchill in the House
of Commons on Jﬁne 6th, 1941, "who say that we should never
fight without superior, or at least ample, air support, end ask
"When will this lesson "be learned?'  But suppose ﬁu cannot
have it%?.... Must you, if you cannot have this essential and
des:.rable air support yleld :unportant key pomts one after

snother? The further question arises as to what unld happen .

:f you allowed the enemy to advance and overrun without

/cost
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cost. to himself the most precious and valuable stratégic points?
Suppose’ we had never gone.to Greece and had never attempted to
defend Crete! Where would the Germans be now?  Suppose we had
simply resigned territory and strategic islands to them without’

a fight!" Might they not at this stage in the campaign of 1941
already be masters of Syria and Iraq-and preparing themselves for
an advance into Persia?! In a world of spedulation. two.things at
least aré certain = that the Germans captured Crete by airborne

invasion and that they never again attemptéd to capture anywhere

else by these means, The price that we made them pay was, it seems,

A deterrent.

Prior Expectations
In criticising the Cretan campaign, as in czjiticising the

Greek campaign, it is right to ask, while avoiding any wish to

be wise after the event, how those in authority could have -expected

'

things to turn out other than they did, the forces on both sides
being what they were.  But while in Greece there is a ce;rtain :
ground for bringing this charge of over-optimism against leaders ‘
on the spot, in Crete the military leadsrs - General Maitland
Wilson, Major-General Freyberg and'Major‘-Ge’neral Weston -~
were, from the first pessimistic a'lthoug.h,l rightly, they. did not
"publicise their pessjmisrﬁ. Air Chief Marshal Longmore also
emphasised the difficulties, "Have just seen Prime Minister's
signal to Wavell of ;to—aaj.r‘s date", he signalled on April 17th,
"in which _positioﬁ regard'ing‘ Crete (i.e. that it must be held)
is given. Quite realise importance of holding Crete.but heav;;r :
air commitment is involved if mufficiently effective %o satisfy
naval requirement for Suda'Bay and to enable Greek Government
to continue functioning from there. - My A.401 of April 17th to
you describes; Cretan aerodrome limitations". '

A 401 said - "At presént only two ‘aerodromes avsilable s
Maleme and Heraklion, Former not fit for heavily loaded

_Blenheims and very limited dispersal capacity. ‘Latter extremely

G. 55,286 /vulnerable
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vulnereble to iow ettaok from raiders. New aerodromes belng
prepared Pealada fifteen mlles south-east Candia cannot be ready
till end of May. Immediate prospect is that very llmlted :
aerodrome facllltles Crete will be fully occupied in connectlon
with air protectlon to Shlpplng durlng evacuation from Greece

if decided upon".

A.0.C.- 9T intend to fly Crete tomorrow," signalled Air Chief
in~C. /2 Marshal Longmore on April 21lst "to estimate chance of being able
LA to provide sufficient effectlve flghter defence -

(a) to enable Navy to use Suda Bay under new conditions
whlch Wlll exist, and | -

(v) to Justlfy establlshment of ‘Greek Government there
1f they deelde to.move.

Such air commitments might well involve heavy wastage in fighter

A.O;C.— aircreft~through ground attack from Dodecanese and GreeCe".A The
in-C.Pt.I result of his investigation was that “there should be
28 24 L. 41 reasonable chance of keeping Suda Bay usable by Navy ty one

Hurricane squadron with 100 per.cent reserve pilots"aﬁd
replacement rate 100 per cent per ﬁonth..... I have £5La‘
.G.010: Crete que5£ion is whether peesible ro keep Hurrieahe |
squadron up to strength against heavy wastage in addition to B
- Libyan oommltmente. In meantlme, Nos. 30 and 203 Blenhelm fighter
squadrons and No, 112 Gladlator squadron are d01ng thelr best from
Maleme and Herakllon to prov1de some degree of air protectlon to
shlps comlng from Greece and to Crete itself",
No charge of complacency before the event, therefore, can
lie :a.galnst the military or R.A.F. leaders in the Middle East.
It was well urrderstood on both sides that all that ‘the R.A.F.
could in-any way prdmisé.WES a degree of convoy protecfion during
the evacuation frem Greece to Crete. There was no conceaiment,
that with resources as they were 1t was from the first qulte‘
doubtful whether they would be able to play any effectlve ;ert 1n
the defence of Crete against a German attack. All depended on the

’

weight which the ehemy would be found able to throw 1nto that

, /attack,
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attack, There was as little illusion about the Limits of the
support which, things being as they:were, the R.A.F. could offer .to

the Navy,

General Position in Middle Bast

" ‘Again, it is important to remember that up till April 1941 we

' wére;in possession of tpé Africaﬁ}doastline as_far.as Benghazi bﬁf
“that the Gevian offensive in Greece: coincided vwith the German
‘offensive in North Africa which drove us back beyond the Egyptian
frontier. A glance at the map will show that the defence of

- Crete wés made enormously more difficult once‘the Gerhans werezin
possession of Cyrenaica, Air Marshal Tedder emphasised this in a
signal to C.A.S.<on.M3y 16th4-.5Position", he wrote, "is that now we
are pushed.back to bases in Western Desert the only ;ircraft which
ha§e~the"necessary range (to provide re?celcover for the ships of
His Majesty's Navy) have ‘been certain Marylands off French |
contract whichlhave lbﬁg‘rangér£anks. " There were originally seven,
We havg two left; of which one is servicéablg. The standard
Maryland cén only cover required radius by refuelling Heraklion,

The reccos to-day had to be done'by a sténdard Maryland and
aircraff‘ié now at Heraklion, With repéated»air attacks wﬁich
have taken pléce;and are to be expected on Heraklion, to maintaiﬁk
g recce in such manner is pfeéarious. It’is.nof ques%ion of
pr;.ori.tieS’l but of practicability. Situation is that Fleet is now
‘having to 6peraté'in an area'literailycsurroﬁnﬁe& by enemy air |
bases at which are stetioned large numbers of various types«enémy‘.
airéraft, .incﬁludir;g fighters, fombers, to;'pédo carriers and -
reconﬁaissancé,'and, hdréover, an énemy considerably~more‘efficient
than the Ttalian, The Fleet is operating in-the centre of the
ring, and so far as efféctive'éna}sécure air bases are concerned we
are outside the ring. Once we éan operate from Cyrenaica,
reconnaissancé‘cover can be given but until that I find it
difficult to see any satisfactory solution. . The Maryland, even
with long range tanks, is not really suitable, navigation
facilitieg_being poor‘and speed inadequate, as recent casualties

o ./indicate,
. 55,286, /andicate
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indicate. We have successfully improvised two or three long
range Hurricanes for photographic recce, and I have considered
possibility of using them but lack of navigational facilities,
impossibility of getting accurate positions, courses, etc., ffom
. pilot of single-seatef rules ‘it out in my opinion. The only
| ultimateAremedies I caﬁ see are = first,:recovefy of bases in
Cyrenaica; second, ﬁrovision of'équa&ron of high speed, long
range (at least 1,500 miles) aircraft, if such ai}éréft exist and
are available; third, provision of long range photo single-seéter
aircraft for recce of harbours in Aegean, Would Wélcomé‘any '
suégestipns for immediate improvement based on éxperience in Home
wafers; but clearly our problem very mﬁgh more difficult",
A.0,.C.~ ' C.A.S. could only reply - "There are no aircraft in Service
in-C. 344 with greater range and speed than Marylands and suitable'fof sea
17.5.41 reconnaissancefin conditions required, Regular reconnaissance of
distant areas is, therefore, entirely beyondbéur resources but I
am sure youiwill make utmost effort to perform vital specific
tasks at critical periods, for example before "Scorcher" (the
German inﬁasion of Crets), accepting risks refuelling Heraklion,
also using Malta and employing Blenheims if necessary, Reéret
no ultra long range Spitfires available before July. It might Be
possible to send you six Coastal Command Blenheiﬁ IVs next week but
: N
doubt if they will do any.better than your oﬁﬁ.“

Limitations of Possible Air Support to Navy

Air Marshal Tedder, in a letter to Admiral Cunningham written
on May 15, made clear the narrow limitations of support which the
=7 po/aur/6. R.A.F, could offer to the Navy. "I have been trying to find a
LOA solution to~whét is actually an insoluble'problem, i.e., the

business of trying to provide you with thé reconnaissances you

need for the impending Crete opsrations. The position’is; of

course, that you are now having to operate in waters quife literally -
F\.. . - ' surrounded.by enemy air bases from which shore-based aircraft are .

operating. That in itself cuts out the employment of Sunderlands

which have the range necessary for the role, The only bases we

G. 55, 286, /have
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have from which to oﬁerate shore-based aircraft are fhose in
the Western Desert, é‘precarious base in Malte (three Glenn
Martins were knocked out on'the‘ground there last night) and the
still more precarious one at Heraklion‘(we have been out of'W/T
touch'with Heraklion since 5 a.m, this morﬁing so cannot tell
wﬁether it is still usable). Out §f the five long range Glenn
Martins with trained G.R. crews whiéh I had in Egypt I have lost
three in the last fortnight, = At this moment I have one
available. I fully recognize the vitzl importance of
reconnaissance to your operations and I am ofdering a recce
from the Western Desert to extend to a line South of Zante
by 1000 hours tomorrow. If Malta have a serviceable aircraft
and crew available they will carry out a recee from Malta
‘early in the day to the north of Cephalonia. I ém also telling
Crete to carry out a v?sual recce of Monemvasia with a
Hurricane ifvthey can still operate from Maleme. It may be
tﬁat we are'doing this a day too early but I'gather from

1 ‘ :
(19) that you feel it is important to cover the possibility

Norman
of a seaborne attack on the 17th, Whether one will be_able,to
repeat it on the following day one literally cannot tell until
‘one knows how things go. This may appear>pretty meagre
proviSioh, but I hope you will ngé it as the widow's mite
which, in' fact, it is."

Opinion at Home

In Crete it is against the strategical masters at home
that the charge of over-optimism must be brought, if it must
be brought at all, "So complete is our information", thought
the Chiefs of Staff", "that it appears toApresent heaven-sent
opportunity of dealing enemy heavy blow". The Chiefs of Sfaff

signalled to the Commenders-in-Chief on May 10 - "The following
‘ /suggestions

C.0.5.5ignals
98. 9,5.41

" (19) Captain Normen was Naval Liaison Officer at H.Q., M.E.

G. 55,286,
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suggestlons are put‘forward for your con51derat10n but without
knowledge of local condltlons which we do not possess We cannot
Judge whether or not these 1deas w111 be of value to you. When :
initial landlng of parachute troops takes place there appear to be
two alternatlves - '

(a) To allcw enemy to become ﬁell committed to'nonnai
seeﬁence‘ofviahdipg operatiens by giving impression
of ﬁeakness of defence‘in early stages.

(b) Killing er.eapturing.all parachutists as quickly as
éoséiﬁle aﬁd,then laying out on aerodromes the marks
carried by Germans to show that operations of ‘
parachutists hade beea successful.. .

However desirable it is to kill Germans it must not be forgotten
that our object is to prevent the enemy from taklng the 1s1and
and whether (a) or (b) is adopted there should be no,hesitatiqn
in providing additional troops and, if_possible, a few tanks from
Egypt fof counter-attacﬁiﬂg in strength. It might be possible-
to disembark some tanks ioaded on the deck ef Clan Lamont 7
immediately she arrives at Alexandria and send them at once

to Crete, - Air action, particularly before dawm, against
emplaning points'might be most effective, Possibility
should“be considersd of a naval feint, e.g, threat of coast
bombardment in Nerth Africa which would permit naval forces,

" by altering course in darkness, to intervene against enemy sea
communications. Arrangements must be made in advance for
rapid repair of aerodromes to enable air reinforcements to
operate at later stages, My 62817 22,4 summafises important
points to be observed in local defence arrangements but these
may have to be modified in the ;nterests of deception. | Smoke
may be used by enemy to eover parachute landing which will
probably be preceded immediately by machine-gunning and intense
dive~bombing on all obvious Ack;ack and ground defences and
fighter aircraft, Nb'doubt‘&ou have considered use‘of_dummy

defences and dummy aircraft on aerodromes to draw fire, and dummy

G. 55,286, ~ _ _ . for
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or light obstacles on aerodromes to force parachutisfs to land and

clear thém. Also the use of armed motor boats to counter-attack C.0.8.8ignals
landings from sea. Any additional information of probable plaﬁ ' 101.
will be telegraphed immediately", The C.-in-C. replied on the 10.5.4i.

1

same day - "Had already arranged to send six infantry tanks and
fifteen light tanks to‘Crete. These should arrive within next few
days if all goes well. Have reinforced island with artillery

and am sending additional equipment, Army and R.A.F. Staff.
Officers go Gréte immediately to discuss defence plan which is

not eésy for severalrreasons. Your suggestidné will be.put before
Freyberg but details must be left to him, Have full confidence Thid

in him and his trooﬁs."

Criticisms of Air Policy

The Naval authorities in the Middle East were before the
battle, if aﬁything, even more conscious of the difficulties
of the tasks assigneé to them than were tﬁe soldiers and'the
airmen, but there again the autﬁorities at homs were ﬁore»
optimistic, nor had it been foreseen that the battle of ‘Crete
would take ﬁlace at a time:when‘the Navy in the Mediterraﬁean.
was already more than fully occupied in the proteofioﬁ of a
convoy which was making its‘way through to the Western Desert.

The Chiefs of Staff signalled on.May 11 - "Note that General C.O.S;

Wavell states that your information points to insufficient © . Signals
sea-going shipping left Aegean for large-scale seaborne 102

operations, In this connection our information is that if
sinkings of enemy merchant ships at the rate of recent
months are continued a position of considerable embarrassment
.to the Axis Powers may shortly arise",

There'was, of course, a lot of military,‘naval and

. '

political criticism, informsd.and.uninformed, of the lack
qf'air‘support given to the troops and the ships. C.A.S, # A.b.C.-
signalled to Air Marshal Tedder on May 28 -~ "Have ﬁeen informed in=C, 41A
unofficially that Ambassador (i,e, the British Ambassador to

/Egypt
G‘o 55,286‘ ‘ '
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Egypt, Sir Miles il‘.ampé.on) is expressing serious concern at Wﬁat
- is regarded as éur negléct or failure to provide a'dequaii:'e.'air‘
f‘orce's- for Mideast s resulting in Army haLving to fight in Greéce
and Crete Wi’chdut adequate air support., You know the efft;fts
that have ﬁeen made and are béing madé to overcome difficulties
and to ra:i;éé fepair above wastage, You also know that our
iﬁabiiity. "to aff:ora édequéte support :co our troops in Greece
and Crete was mainly due to other factors having nothing to do
with nunbers, S;lggést you ﬁight with advantagé see Lampson
and perhapé a_Liso New Zealand Prime Minister and inform-them

generally of the recent and prospective improvement in your air

" strength, explaining to them reasons for inadequate-air support in .

Crete and Greece and your prospects for future operations in .
Libya"‘. | | '
Air Marshal Tedder replied - "Ambassador told me

yesterday he héd communicated home on these lines, I told him
frankly he had been misinformed. I explained the factéxﬁwhich
’ hzave led to the i)resent situation and think he understood and |
appreéiated them. I also explained what wa$s being done to
increése our s'trength.v. Will make a point of .explaining,
situé.*bion to him periodically. I have also époken to

(20)

Fraser on these lines."

"There is"', wrote Air Marsﬁai Tedder, "as I expecte.d,
a first-class hate working up in the Army again.stv lthe Royal
Air Force for héving -'let them down' in Greece and Crete.
Wavell ié very vmrr:ie& about it and is doing his best to
stamp on it. But I am not suré“ﬁ')at even now the real
* reasons for the lack of air éﬁpioort are a;ppreciated in higher

places in the Armmy here," . Air Marshal Tedder thrashed the

matter out very thoroughly in an argument with Admiral
' ‘ /Mountbatten,

G. 55,286,

(20) The Prime Minister of New Zealand, who was at that time
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Mountbetten, . He reported back to C.A.S. - "Have just had long
discussion with Mountbattén who is bringing this home.. He has
been round discuSsing things with.evenyone and, as you probably
know, was in the recent'operations in the Aegean and got blown out

of the sea, or rather into it, by a JU.87, He has heckled me

vextenslvely on the subject of air support both to the Navy and the

Amy in Greece the Aegean and Crete. I think I have succeeded
desPlte an ‘extensive smoke screen raised in.other quarters in
getting him to realise that the fundamental reason for the lack of

air support was the failure to hold the necessary air bases, He

- also heckled me on the ability of the Hun to move forward quickly and

establish and‘operate from forward bases, I said that of course one
factor and a’ v1ta1 one, was the large numbers of transport aircraflt
which he possessed. I also pointed out that in fact he possessed
large numbers of JU. 52s because ‘he had built up, before we. did, a
very large ‘bomber force of which the JU.52 was the backbone, He
thus:hed'large numbers of obsolete bombers'for transport, and was °
able ‘telcbﬂtinue'ﬁSGful production of this type. T also pointed
out another vital factor, which was the fact that stocks of Some |
é,OOO'tons of 87 octane fusl at Athens were not destroyed (I have
reason %o ﬁelieVe thet the order cancelling the destruction of

this fuel was given by General‘Heywood,(21) but I have not yet been l

able to get evidence of this)., A third line of attack in which he

has been éxtensive1y~primed by the Army is the‘féct that we have

not got the close support bombers and the close support organlsa-
tion for working with forward troops. A11 the evidence on this

point comes from Greece and Crete ,..... It is of course true
tha't we have nothing like the highly refined organisation which
the Hun has developed for cqmnunieating between close support

aircraft and forward troops but Mountbatten's deduction is. that

.the Army should have their own Air Force for close support and

1

- [Army

A.0.C, -in=C,

57A 31,5,41,

(21) Head of the British Military Mission in Athens uﬁ to the
evacuation of Greece,

G, 55,286,
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Army co-operation, - I told him I did not see how we could
conceivably afford the luxury of dividing up our avéilable
Air Forces into penny packets,"

Lack of Air Bases

Even from Field Marshal Wavell himself Air Marshal Tedder
did not receive that full apprecigtion-of the pxoblem fér which
’ A.O.C.-in;C. he had hoped. He had to complain somewhat strongly of the Field.
65A 4. 6,41, Marshal's interpretation of events., "I have just seen Mideast
‘ ' 69893 dated 3.6 to C.I.G.S. from General Wavell", he wrote to
C.A.S. "It is véry unfortunate that this signal with its Wide,
circulation should have been issued without discussion or
~ reference to me and I feel I must record that in my opinion
the second sentence in pare,9 (ascribing the defeat in Crete: to
lack of air support) is misleading, As I have emphasised again
and again, our inability to provide fighter defence and other -
air action was due primarily to the loss of the essential aif
bases, The aerodromes on Crete itself were deliberately
limited so that the a'vailable ground defences could be
concentrated, These ground defences proved utterly inadequate
not only to enable.us to ﬁse the~éerodromes ourselves but even to
ﬁrevent the enemy from seizing .them and using them himself, Am
concerned not so much in accurate post-mortem on Crete as in
grave danger that incorrect conclusions may be drawn from thoseA
operations and, one of the fundamental principles of air
operations be obscured or forgotten. General Wavell has seen

this signal, and I understand that further report on Crete will

N\

cover this point."

Air Marshal Tedder continued to insist again that the
'root defect was not lack of aircraft so mﬁch as lack of air
b%ses. bThere is, and undoubtedly will be more,, loose talk",
he signalled to C.A;S. "about the alleged lack of air support
Greece and Crete. I am taking line that root of situation is -

/secure

G'. 55 ’2860
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- secure air bases, We failed to clean up Dodecanese and failed

to. secure our air bases in Larissa Plain, As a result enemy air

operations based on increasingly wide front whereas ours
increasingly cramped till finally two remaining aerodromeé
untenable and out of range of effective support from Africa.

This campaign is primarily a battle for aerodromes",

R.A.F. and' the Navy '

There were also différences'bethen the Air and the,NaQal
authorities and ébmpiaints of each against the other,  These
was, for instance, a complaint of the inaccessibility of
Admiral Cunningham, always either at sea or at Alexandria wheﬁ‘
other headquarters were-at Cairo, ‘ "It is, of course, sheer
lunacy", wrote Air Marshal Tedder, "that vital decisions like

this (the decision about the Sphakia evacuation) where the

three Services are deeply concerned, should have to be made at -

two places some 125 miles apart":' There was criticism of
Admlral Cunningham's 1nacess1b111ty in Nawval circles as well,
RearﬁAdmlral Rawllngs( 2) complalned of the 51gnal tlag! and
gaid that whern the Commander-in-Chief 1s.conduct1ng operations
from on shore there Shoﬁld be"far more signal lines etc."

.The story of Ad@iral Cunﬁingham's complaints against the

R.A.F., and of Air Marshal Tedder's repiy to them is given in

another letter from Air Marshal Tedder to V.C.A.S. "On the kth

we had one of our periodical C.-in-C's meetings.....Cunhingham,

3 propos of the flghter cover to the Fleet for the evacuation of

Crete, ralsed the whole question of a sp601a1 group allocated.
"for work with the Fleet..... the burden of his argument being
that -
(a) there were not sufficient air forces out here;
.(b) the forces available to support the‘Fleet were quite
inadequéte; and
(c) the forces for Fleet co-operation must-do that and

nothing else,

/1

AoOo C. -
in=-C, 51!-A-
30, 5. 41

A.0.C.-

in-Ch-to'
V.C.A.S,
20A

29, 5.41

Battle

Summary No.l

 Admiralty

Page 18,

A-OoCo-

in~C., to

V.C.A. B,

334
11, 6,41,

(22) Commanding 7th Cruiser Squadron, composed of H,M.S.

Orion, H.M.S. Ajax and H,M.A.S. Perth,
G. 55,286,
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I pointed out that 1nadequacy of forces to meet new commltments
. did not by any means apply only to the air forces, that the beam‘“

in the Naval eye as regards submarlnes and light craft generally.,
might well be removed before Navel surgeons 1nvest1gated the

‘mote in the a1r force eye as regards the shortage of long range
fighters (the need for whloh arose from a threat whlch the Navy
had con51stently refused to admlt unt11 they had heavy 1osses of ..
ships).s...All the same we must face the fact that the naval
situation in Eastern4M5diterranean has at long last completely

- changed and has now become what-we have for years been prophesy;nc,
and they have stubbornly been refu51ng to credlt wtil they
lost half thelr Fleet in deliberately putting their head into a
homet's nest by day. As T see it, control of sea

‘ oommunloatlons in the Eastem Medlterranean has now got to be
done by air or not at all, Cunningham envisages going to sea .. |
and staying at sea under a fighter umbrella..... I am enclosing
a cony of a ietter I have had from Cunningham to-day. On the
whole I think it is, from the Naval point of view, a fairly eane
document. - There are, of oourse mlsstatements.....The present
situation is fantastlo.....As regards the Army, it is largely a
question of educated soldiers,"

Maleme, the Key-Point ‘

The enemy had, as in all campaigns of that date a
superiority not only of nnmbere but of 1nter10r llnes of
oommunlcatlons. e had few airfields, and the 51ze and bad
communications of Crete would have made it 1mpos<1b1e to . prepare,

a defen51ve system 51m11ar to that of th1~ country in the Battle
of Britain even had the aircraft been avallable and the labour been
undertaken in time, On the other. hand Crete, 1f a smaller 1sland
than Great Brltaln, is a 1arger island than Malta and the story of
Malta forblds us from saying that a suocessful defenoe was
1mp0351b1e‘1f it could not be in‘depth.
/The
G. 55,286,



"The: main attack was on Malems airfield. Here the defence
c;onsisted of pez;infe"cer defence, with general and local reserves
- which were immobile owing t§ lack of transport, ' There were no

concrete works and.the troops were insqff‘iéieﬁtly dug in owing

to lack of tools. Stocks of wire were insufficient to wire all

positions. Ten Bofors guns were mounted, K six static and four

‘mobile, but, since their effective renge is only some 800 yards;

it was necessary to site them near the édge of the airfield if
they were. to c';over it efficie'ntly.} The German plan was, fir_si:v,
_to obtain.conﬁnand of the air in genéral, then, by co(nsiste'nt
attack on the anti-atircra)f't gunrers to destroy their morale. |
During the week when this attack vms'beiﬁg delivéred, hardly a
bomb fell on the landing grounds, Thirdly, came the phese of
the first parachute and airborne landings, whose object was to

establish themselves on the airfield, ?he fourth phase was

that of the reinforcement of the first landings, when the object

was to overwhelm the defenders by sheer weight of numbers.
These tactics proved successful at Malemé, where the defenders
were troops -alrea.dy‘shaken by their experiences in Greece. "
"I’hey did ‘not ;;rove successful at Heraklion and Retimo,

 As things were in the Cretan campaign, there was no way
of stdpping thé Germﬁs from enjojring a geneml,suﬁeriority.
in the air, nor, if they could destroy. the morale of the o
anti-aircraft gunners was there much chance of stopping them

_ from proceeding from the second to the third and fourth

phases., It was in the second phase that they must be challenged

if they were ©6 be*‘cﬁﬁlienged successfully.

POSSibi;.itieS of Ground Defence to Air At’cackr

Mili{:ary opinion et éhat time was very defeatist about
even the’ possibility of soldiers standing up to intense serial
attack, "It must be admitted", wro.té Major General Weston,
"that un-dc-.;r these conditions it 1s a matter of extremé
difficult;); to get guns'? crews to stand ui) to their guns, and

it is doubted whether on th‘e,‘ dzy of the attack the Bofors

L]
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defence reached anythlng apnroachlng 1ts full efficlenoy. In

- general it is the moral effect of air b11t21ng which puts the

guns out of actlon and not the casualtles incurred. At Malene
after several days straflng,‘culmlnatlng on. the 19th, only one
N.C.0. had been kllled and three other ranks w0unded At only
one site (bt John s Hlll) were casualtles serlous and here

they reached twenty out of a hundred..... The effeot produced on

troops appears out of all oroportlon to the actual damage

1nf110ted.....It appears clear that the C&SU&ltho .produced by

air action are negllglble in comparlson with the effort expended

' Machlne-gunnlng from the alr is usually qulte 1neffect1ve and, as

regards bomblng, the only serious casualties appear to have been
produced when bombs of the heaviest callbre were used In the
last war, troops endured with fortitude muchvgreater dangers, and
casualties incomparably greater than those inflicted by air action,
yet in Crete air action had produced a state of nerves in troops
which seriously interfered with operations and movements both by
day and night It is considered of the first importance that
the tralnlng of the ooldler should be such as to discount the.
moral effect of the air and to impress on him the comparatively
small risk he runs from 1t"

In general Major General ﬁeston reports "One important point
that emerges from the reoent operations is that no A.A. or coast
position is immune from glider or parachute attack, In

consequence, it should be the establlshed practice. for a11 AA,

and coast 0081t10ns to be wired as soon as established, and for

all personnel in tne battery to e prov1ded with small arms, a
large proportion of them helng 'Tommy guns' since these are
handier and qulcker than rafles in aeallng with short range

attaCkS. A supply of hand and rlfle grenades would .also be

invaluable for dislodging_small partiés of the enemy established

close to a position",

. /Field
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Field Marshél Wavell's Lessons

The C.=in-C, Mlddle East summed up the lessons of the ‘ Battle

campalgn in a 81gnal of June 6, 1941, as follows: Summary
“(a) Aerodrcmes belng enemy‘maln objectlve must be No. &
organised for all-round defence (1nclud1ng plll "~ .. Page 54

boxes), spec1a1Ly as parachutlsts may drop behind
defences.  Defericés, including artillery, must be
in depth. Artillery in sités with cover proved
more useful than those in apen with all-round- field
of fire, . | |

" (b) ALl renks of all arms must be armed with rifles and
bayone ts ahd high ?roportion of-tomm& guns to protect
thémselvés; and in_the case of §rti11ery, their
iguns.

-(c) By day it should be easy to deal wifh parachutists,
but it must be remémbered that parachutist may land.at
night, and secure an aerodromé. Main problem is to .
deal with enemy airborne troops, and as it is
iﬁpossible to be .strong everywhere, there‘mﬁst be
stréhg‘mobiie reserves, centrally placed, preferaﬁly
with tanks.

(d)’ Defence ﬁust be offensive. Immediate action by
| moblle reserves essential to prevent enemy settllnﬁ
down, and in order to secure quick action, good
system of intercommunication is vital. " Delay
" may allow’eﬁemy aif to prevent movement,

| (e) .During bombing phase, A/A and L,}.Gs should remain silent
unleés reqﬁired to prétecﬁ own aircraft on the ground,

(£) A/A lay-out should include dummy A/A guns and
alternative positions. Positions of A/A guns should

be continually ohang'ed.'
- /(g)
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(g) Arrangements must be made quickly to render
aerodromes liable to attdck temporarily unfit for
“landing.

(h) .Equally importart to quick action of mobile reserve
is position‘of"fighte; aircraft quport; the
existenc;e of which might pfeven’c any airborne
landing from succeeding, or at least reduce enemy -
effort," -

Incidental Iessons

Whether the defence of Crete was a f'orl’orn hope or not, it
is nevertheless important to' consider incidental lessons ﬁrhich
can be learnt from it. ' Amoﬁg the criticisms, it has been
suggested that it would have been well had there been a clearer
ﬁnderstainding Whétheriit was our hdpé to use Cretan airfields
ourselves or merely to deny their use.to the enemy. If the firs,f,
we clearly needed to make them as good as 'p'ossibie, and if the
second, as vulnerable ;s possible, In any event, when there is a

danger of ‘an.airfield falling into enemy hands the airfield should,

‘suggested the Inter-Services Committee, be chai;ged with

demolition charges which should make it possible to render it

- Uhserviceable by the ‘pr‘es'sing“ of a button at the momert of

evacuztion., The landing of troop—carr‘iers' on the Maleme beaches
on the 20th was ceftginly costly, and perhaps prohibitively

costly, to the Germans, and they might not have been able to

_continue their attack, had it not been possible for them to

switch their carriers the next day to the airfield. In the

same wWay any land -that could pc:;ssibly be used as'a landing ground
should have been obstructed., G/Capt. Beamish says, "Full petrol
barrels were also located on the aerodrome (of HMaleme), covered
by machine-gun fire so that they could be ignited on transport |

aircraft landing,"  Unfortunately they do not seem to have been

/ignited
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ignited when the aircraft did land, Major Hanson pof the New
Zeeland Royal Engineers,(23) criticised this omission in his
report on the eampaign. "I still feel he wrote that a major
mistake was made in not making the (Maleme) aerodrome
unsuitable for landing planes", A

The second recormendation of the Inter-Services Committee,
is that, where there is danger of enemy capture, landing=-grounds
should be as small as possible. They would then be easier to
defend and it would also be more diffieult for the enemy, when he
seized them, to land troops and equipment at the same time.
Heraklion was reduced to its flight paths by the judiciens '
disposition of barrels, and Heraklion was never captured.

The third recommendat:.on was that petrol and ammumtlon
dumps should be so dispersed that, if one dump is captured,
alternative supplies oould be obtained from another.

Fourthly, they recommended overhead cover, and possibly
even underground hangars for aircraft on the ground in place
of the protectlve pens Wthh Wwere bu11t at Herakllon and
Maleme, .

Flfthly, they recommended that all R.A F. personnel be tralned ,
if necessary, to take part in a:er‘:Leld def'ence and issued a
warning against the confusion oaused by 51ma.lar1ty of the blue of
R.A.F. uniforn to the Gemman wnifomm colour in the thick of
battle, Mo, 220 A.LE.S., for instance, was fired on by the
‘Black Watch in mistake during the evacuation and casualties
were caused, - ' |

G/Cpt. Beamish in h.is::'deépe.éch argues for the necessity of -
deep dug-outs'.around the AperAi:med:er of an airfield to be defended,
or a large number of scattered posts in the.vicinity of the
airfield, ready to wipe out parachutists, whenever they may drop,

/and

)

(23) Airborne Invasion by John Hetherington. Allen and
Unwin., p, 51,
Gn 55,286'
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and for strong moblle forces in the nelghbourhood ready to be o
thrown 1nto the battle Whenever needed ) All these arguments are
doubtleSS 1dea11y sound. | Unfortunately in Crete nelther the
troops nor the equirment existed, o

The German Tactics‘

Since by May 19 the enemy had both carried out a thorough

. reconnaissance of Crete and also drlven our flghters off the

1s1and his air task in the campalgn was a stra1ght~forward one.‘ﬁ
The main feature of the German tactlcs was’ the employment of
low-flylng aircraft in support of alr-borne and parachute troops.
Fach day's operation wae preoeded by an air reconnalssanoe at |
davm to establish the positions of our gﬁns and troops. o
attack or landing was ever made nntil this reoonnaissance‘nad been
oarriediout. -

The Germans generally attacked anti-aircraft positions with
bombs and machine-guns from eeveral sides at once. The evidence
seems to show that casualties from meohine—gune were few, but.they
performed very effectively the part for wh:ch they were 6381gned
Whlch was to demorallze the antl—alrcraft orews, demorallsatlon
which was greatly helped by the technlque ‘of the s1multaneous
attack from many directions. For the mos ¢ part ‘the Germans used
small bombe but 1ncluded some 290 Kg and p0951bly some 500 Kg.

By varylng ‘the size of the bombs they made’lt 1mp0351ble for our
troops to know beforehand how much damege to expect and thus
helped to weaken morale. For.the same reason they‘also oéed a
number of screeming bombs and fitted some of their aircraft -
with soreeminé devﬁees. No ineendiariee“mere uSed. " The )
percentege of dud bombs was low.. .

The Gemmans frequently dropped supplies and equipment by
perachutes. The containers sometimes had detachable wheels and
a°hendle which could be fixed on in order to convert it inpo a
smali'cart. Troops on the ground sent up white;VErey-light
signal cartridges and used signal strips to indicate dropping
positions, and our troops, observing this, sometimes imitated these

IN

/signals



SECRET, . ' - 82 -

signals e.hd thus had enemy supplies dropped to them. Casualties
among 'glidei' tre'0ps were very high, if evef thay came within

rifle or machine-gun range, otving tko their slow rate of descent.
Some parachutists flred tommy guns from the air, but such fire was
1neffect1ve and 1naccurate and parachutists had the initial handicap,
as opposed to glider and airborne troops, that they had to collect
the:ir equipment on landing. Casualties amoﬁg them irere also high,
The land:mgs were only successful for the Germans because they had
so great a superiority of ‘numbers and suoh admirable morale that
they could afford heavy casualties. Even.so, they could not have
been successful had not the German air supremacy made it boseiblfe. |
t‘ef. the troops to lanti. -under air cover, |

Ge rman Ruthlessness

A f’urther 1nterest1ng reflection is suggested. It is often
etated, almost as a truism, that with complete. air superiority
the Germaes were bound 'to succeed in the end provided ‘th.at they
went on .long enough and prov.ided that they did not care how many
casualtles they suffered in the process, But it may well be
asked whether any other natlon than the Geman - and perhaps the
Japanese and the Ru.se:n.an - would be capable of us:.ng 1ts troops
in th:Ls way for the sake of v1otory, would be capable of send:mg
glider after glider packed W:Lth men to almost certain death,

(24)

Mr, Hetherington alleges that, as it was, there were

mutinies among embarking Austrian troops in'Athensf, It my

well be so, though the evidence is not compelling.  The

' superficial comment is that if the Germans can do this and

others cannot do it then the Germans till win in the end, but
experience has proved in this, as in the last war, that the

exact opposite is the truth in the long run, Ruthless inhwnanity -

the brutal treatment of- men as if they were cattle - demands its

psychological prlce and it is because they behave thu.s that the

/Germans

()

)

(24) Airborne Invasion, P81,

G. 55,286,
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Germans crack in the end and are found to have leés"staying

power than other natlons who, even amid the horrors of war,
preserve a certaln fundamental regard for humanlty. Ruthlessness,
in the long run, doés not pay.

Alrcraft Dispersal

Brigadier SalisbunynJonés,vin‘a report on suggestéd mistakes
in the Greek and Cretan campaigns, criticised the lack of
dispersal of aircraft on airfields in both campaigns, He wrote
"The onl& case of which I can speak from personal knowledge is

that of Malome aerodrome, I visited this aerodrome shortly after

‘my arrival in Crete and I was horrified to see the amount of

aircraft on the aerodrome without any'protection at all, To the
best of my knoWledge there had been an effort to conceal a feW'ln
the neighbouring olive groves and there Weré éoﬁé infpené, a very
few". Air Chief Marshal Longmore commented - "These ware aircraft
being evacuated from Greece - inolﬁding Greeks and Yugoslavs
probably". "So far as T remember" , wrote Brigadier Salisbury-
Jones, "we went to Crete in November or ﬁecember last and no

steps that I know of were taken to build hangars for aircraft
(dispersion to any degree was impossiblé in Crete). ,Sﬁoh steps

would have been palliative, but better than none". Air Chief

Marshal Longmore commented - "There was room for area dispersal in

Crete if we had been content with strips instead of trying to

make Croydons".: ' Tt must also be added that dispersal is no
remedy where ground defence'is Whoily inadequate, If the
gttécking aircraft can only dash in for a second, drop its bombs,
and then fly off again, it is indeed of .the greatest value that the
aircréft oh the ground against which the attackjis to be delivered'_
should be properly dispersed, but if the ground defence is
inadequate then the attacker can deliver hlS attack at leisure-
and can hit the aircraft on the ground whgther it e dispersed

or not,

/Brigadier
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Brigadier Ingles'! Views

Brigadier Ingles of the Newlzealand Expeditionary Forces,
who had been in Crete during the Bettle, had an interesting
discussion on the reasons for the failure there with members.Of
the Air Staff on June 17th 1941. Apart from repeating the obvious
' points about our general military and air shortege and geographical
difficultiee he emphasiéed the accuracy of‘theAGerman dive-
'bombing end of their concentrated blitz Whieh he ascribed to the
precise and limited nature of the targets selected and the
poorness of our fiel& guns, This wes in some contradiction to the
‘testimony collected by Air Marshal,medder'from the Greek campaign,
In contrast, the Germans' general and indiscriminate ground-
strafing caused few casualtles said Brlgadler Ingles “but it
prevented movement - whlch was 1ts purpose. The Brlgadier “
crltlclsed-the pla01ng of anti-aircraft guns and defending
troops round the regular perimeter of the airfield at Maleme.
More use, he thought should have been made of camouflace and
dlspersal, but nothing, in h1s oplnlon, could have been
effective if we were not able to gire the airfield proper
fighter cover, With such cover the attack could not‘-have taken
. place, 1et alone suoceeded He dld not thlnk vcry highly either
of German parachutlsts, gllders, or airborme troops., They were
.far from. 1nv1n01ble or 1nvulnerab1e, partloularly if attacked
immediately on landing, But if the enemy was not challenged in
the air at all then, he.argued, his inevitable success was
assured so long as he was Willing.to pay the prioe and to go on
brlnglng in troops unt11 numbers gave him the V1ctory.

Was Defeat Inev1tab1e9

It is, of course, the most interesting question raised by the
whole campaign to decide whether this opinion of Brigadier Ingles,
and many others, of the 1neV1tab111ty of the German victory was
. correct,. To the question 'Whether under any clrcumstances the.
defence of Crete was possible' one can hardly give a satisfactory.

answer, It 1argely depends on what istmeant by 'under any
G, 55,286 ‘ /circumstances
e . )
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circumstances' and to what extent one is permitted to assume that
lessons'Wﬁiéh‘wére, in fact, only learnt through experience of
Crete might have been learnt otherwise, It is obvious that the
new pbWer in the air requirea a technidue of ground defence against
it, which has now, to a large extent, been acquired but which had
not been acquired in those earlier d;ys. There is little dispute
to-day that it was a psychological mistake to insist so
oontinubusly on the hiding of the soldier in his trench, that much
more might havé been done by way of attacking the.low-flying

enemy aircraft with small arms, It is easy to be wise after the
event, But thefe are at least certain points which can be fairly
made, It is sometimes arguea that because fhe enemy only
attacked three points - Maleme - Canea - Suda,.Heraklion and
Retimo - and only captured the airfield at one of them, therefore
if we had only had more airfields or if we had only been able to
defend Maleme with fresh troops as at Heraklion and Retimo iﬁstead
of tired evacuees from Greece, we could have held Maleme and held
Crete, The arguments are not necessarily conclusive, To the

énemy'egough was enough, _It‘does’not follow that they could not

have done more had more been necessary. If they did not attack

Retimo and Heraklion was that because they could not or because
they preferred to concentrate their effort on the weakest 1ink?
Grouplcaptaih Beamish't?ough the latter. "It is clear'also", he .
wrote, "that if Retiﬁo'had beén used extensively this landing
ground would have suffered an equivalent scale of air attack and
there was no A.A. defence available for it". "The scale of the
enemy effort" argued Group Captain Beamish, "was sufficient to
undertake very frequent devastating and cohsistent attacks on a
number of aerodromes on the island, not alone the existing two and
one landing grouﬁd, over(the period of the operations".  The
enémy had power and to spare. "Waste of bomber effort, which
could have been diverted more profitably elsewhere,.was obvious

in the continued bombing of Canea and Heraklion towns and the

attacks on previously damaged and useless shipping in the Suda Bay
‘ . /anchorage.
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anchorage. } Regarding fighter effort, ME,1ll0s were over
objectives in Crete for a cénsiderable period, 1itera11y~waifing | ’ -~
for some movement on the ground before opening up cannon and

machine-gun fire, and a proportion of thisreffért.could well ﬁave

beén employed against aerodromes. Large ﬁumbers of fidighters

were also available to escort bombers if opposition was feared ;nd.

also.tq attack individual aircraft on the gréﬁnd, or individual

gun defences around aerodromes", "This", argued Gfoup Captain | ‘ -
Beamish, "was in itgelf a justification of the policy of trying . .
to keep even a few fighters g&ing for as long as possible", But

it was equally an argument that thé‘position was extremely

difficult when our fighters were withdrawn, It wa§ nbt,‘pf

course, intended to withdraw £hem permanently, ‘It was

intended tq bring them back again, and, had Maleme been held for

a few days, they might have been brought pack? bgt with things as

they wére'it_is.difficulf to see how they could have.been brought

back in such numbers as to prevent them from being driven out

again., 7» _

"With the enemy scale of attack", wrote Group Captain Beamish; Despatch

"large numbers of defensive fighters Wouid have been necessary to Page 23
- counter it, and the task was far beyond the capabilities of the few

fighter aircraft remaining and the A,A, defences existing in
- Crete. No 1arge—scaie reinforcements were avéilable“. On the

question whé‘bher Crete could have been held without air

defence, whatever doubts may be raised by the experienoe of

later cémpaigns, Group Captain Beamish was, at any'rate at
~the time, quite definite that it could not.,” "Additional B
aefodromes and fighfer équadrons", he wrote, "would have : DesPatbh
delayed the date by which the enemy had achieved this result, Page 24.

but a very heavy effort indeed,would have heen necessary to l |

counter it. Further A,A. guns would have had little effect on

the situation,

)

/Reason

G. 55,286,
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Reason for Lack of Air Bases

If Air Marshal Tedder's oonfention be admitted = and‘it can
hardly be seriously denied - that what were needed were more air
bases then it obviously only remains to ask the question lWoﬁldc.-
it have been possible in the months before the German attack to
have prepared more airfields'? In that rO&dlESS*iSland‘iﬁT“'
would clearly have been to littlg purpose to have prepafed mprev;‘
airfields unless we had also built. more roads, The answer.of . !
fact is clearly that we did not build more airfields because
during the months of the Greek campaign the -authorities. did not : %
foresee the fate that awaited Crete, Perhaps, :also’, the Inter=.::
Services Committee are justified to gome extent in their. complaint
of slackness., But, even had all been foreseen, and had there not
been the obstacle of winter-weather would it. have been wise to have
directed labour and materials from other tasks - for only thus -
could they have been obtained = for the building of more Cretan
airfields, more particularly if on the éay of battle troops would
not be available to defend them? . Is the true questlon, perhaps,’
not 'Could Crete have  been held?' but 'Was it more important to
hold Crete or to hold Egypt'? All tumns on whether the
decision. of the Special Conferénce on the Movements’of Foreces
to Greecz on November 5, 1940; that Crete should not be given
a first priority wes, in view of the total situation,

Justified or not.

Ir thqn; it be admitted that, granted the lack of air
bases, the Withdrawal of our fighters before the Gennaﬁ
attack was inevitable; then.the next question that forces
itself on us is - 'Without fighter support was there any prospect
of holding Maleme'? We were, of course, short of anti-aircraft
guns and though it may not be easy to see how more anti- '

alrcraft guns could have been spared for Crete at that date, yet

/it
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it is of cburse possible to maint#in the fheoretical contention
that had there been better ground defences our troops could
have held,  But this ﬁag very definitely not the opinion of
’Group'Captain Beamish';(25)

A Again, although in practice we had, as has been shown, no
alternative but to oppose to,the Germans troops‘whose morale had
already been shaken in the evacuation of Greece, it is possiblé
to advance the thepretical contention that fresher troops would
have held better, It can be pointed out that Retimo and °
Heraklion, where the troops were fresh, held, while Maleme
failed. But, again, these arguments oﬁly have great force if
the enemy was stretched to his utmost ana if a little more would
have sufficed to make him give up. = It is true tﬁatrthe Chiefs of
. Staff at‘home though that this was so, but was their evidence
Satisfacfory or were they still under the influence of wrong
Intelligence reports whﬁch caused them to underestimate the
enemy's strength during thq attéék as they had underestimated:
it before the attack? Group Captain.Beamish again did not
believe that the enemy was.stretched to his uttermost limit,’

Maleme4_The Key

On the answer to the further question again, - 'If Maleme
fell ahd could not be re-taken, was there any chance of holding

Crete?! - there is not much dispute, Air Marshal Tedder gave

it. "Yesterday I saw one of our young fellows who had just come  A.0.C.-in~C,

out from.Malemé", he wrote to V.C.,A.S. on May 29th, "The

turning point there was when it was found impossible to hang on

/to

Part I 29A

)

(25) For what it may be worth, Mex Schmeling, the boxer, who

fought in the campaign as a German parachutist, held the

opposite opinion, "Schmeling said the fighting was hard, -

but, if-the enemy had had any heavy arms, we couid not have
beaten them;"  the Berlin Radio reported (Airborne

Invasion, John Hetherington. Allen and Unwin, p.78.)

G. 55,286,
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to the aerodrome. Up to tha@ point‘thé_feeling was qgite.; .
confident that the_parachutists‘Were’albuéteﬂ‘flush and were,
being cleanea up quite satisfactorily. The concent;gted air
blitz, level bombers, dive bombers and ME'IIOSJ-?PP?aFS to have ..
literall& stopred all our A,A. fire and to hayerpushed back our. .
troops off the positions commanding the aerodrome, and they do
not seem to have been able to recover them during the night when
the Hun did nothing in the air, I think thereﬁas no doubt_that
it was at least 70% moral and barely 30% physical, Once the
troop-carriers began to come in one continuous stream and land,
the tide seems to have turmed, There is no doubt the Hun lost

scores of 52s besides many other items but not enough to turn the .

scale. Our fellows put up some magnificent shows but the losses

were ‘very heavy and in relation to the sca;e of Hun effort I am
afraid ours was but puny; probably its main value was a mofal
support to the troops on the ground. The Hurricanes with the
reinforcing tanks (illegally carrying all-eight'guns and full
ammunition, and fighting) got a big bag of 525 - at a price - but
again I am afraid on far too small a scale to be really
effec%ive."

The Possibilities of Sea-Borme Invasion

Finally, if we can conqlﬁde that if Maleme cou}d have been
held then the’airborne invasion of Crete would have failéd, thaﬁ
is; of course, of gréat interest as a lesson on the limitations of
airbofne troops, but it would be a great mistake to a:gué from
that, therefore, Créte could necessarily have been held, We must

not forget, in debating that larger question, that the Navy had

~ already decided that its losses were such that it could no longer

operafe north of Crete and that, therefore, even had airborne-
landings not succeeded, there seems no reason to think that the

Germans could not have captured the island by seaborne landings

/instead.
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instead, It would ,' of course, be quite ‘beyan& the ptirpngl of |

this narrative to discuss whether there w’ere‘sufficvient S

submarines availé‘ble'to have ‘ef‘fécti‘v'ely hampéred such seaborne.

" landings, tut it does not seem to have been even seriéuély .
suggested by the Admnarl"by that there ‘should _béi anysﬁch

possibility.

@, 55,286,
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APPENDIX A

M.T.B. Flotilla,

SUMMARY OF ATIR ATTACKS ON H,M. SHIPS
Numbexr Damgge to Ships Aircraft
of EH.L. High level attack Casudlties '
Date Attacks L,L,) Low level attack Shot Down Dam-
(D.B.) Dive bombing Certain| Probeble| agd
attack
19th May 5 NIL None observed
20th Mgy 1 NIL None observed
21st May| Records Juno sunk. (H.L or L.L.)
income Ajax' damaged by near L 2 1
plete at miss, :
least 26
recorded. ,
22nd May | Records Greyhound, Gloucester, 2 6 3
. incom- Fiji sunk (D.B.). '
plete at Naiad, Carlisle,
least 67 Warspite, Kingston
(recorded) (D.B.) ,
meny more | Valiant (H.L.) damaged -
took place. _
23rd May| At least.32. K?lly,)Kasknnir sunk 3 1 5
D.B.
Ilex, Havock (D.B.)
: damaged. ‘
24th May 3 NIL None observed
25th May| 6 NIL . None observed
26th May| About 40 Formidable, Nubian 3 - 1
(D.B.) hit and
damaged. _
Glenroy damaged (D.B.) L3 1= 3%
27th May| About LO Barhem (D.B,) hit eand
damaged . 2 1 3
28th May 13 Ajax and Imperial - - -
- . damaged. Imperial
left to sink
29th May 20 Hereward (D.B.) hit 1 - -
: on the two and lost.
cruisers: Orion, Dido, Decoy
many more |- damaged (D.B.)
on screen Nizam slightly
damaged (D.B.)
30th May L Perth (H.L.) Kelvin - - 1
' (D.B,) damaged.
31st May I Napier, Nizam (D,3,) 1 - b
damaged
lst June| 1 Calcutta (D.B.) sunk - - -
l 20+ il+ 21+
# Hit by fighters of F.A.A.
+ In addition, 2 certaidlyy 2 probebly shot down by Suda Bay
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GREE[E ATR OPERATIONS COVERING H.M. SHIPS AND CONVOYS (26 5.11-1. = 1. 6.41.)
As we had withdrawn -our fighters from Crete, fighter-protection in Cretan waters could only be flown from a:_l.,ruft-carr:.ers.

The only aircraft

casualties. Total sorties unknown,

| /3171: My

carrier aveilable, H.,M.S. Formidable was under repair at the time of invasion and only became operatlonal on May 25th ~Hence from May 20th
to May 2Fth no fighter cover was provided for H.M Ships. .
Date Aircraft. S uadron No, of . R Conﬁmea O and. En . Los
Type : Sorties Duty ‘anc'i Remarks OWN Ve =E
o : ‘Destroyed : Probable
26th May | Hurricanes 27 -53 Defensive patrols over H.M,S., "Formidable"
: Blepheims b5 1 . -
27th May | Hurricanes 73 3 Defens:.ve patrol over-H.M.S. "Formidable"
. Blenheim F, 45 1 1 J.U.88 damaged, Blenheims patrolling over : S v
' H.M. Ships demaged 1 JU.88 and probébly 2 others.’g H.M.S.Formidable sustained two bomb hits
. ' forward which put her out of action for the
28th May | Hurricanes 27k 2 Aircraft of. these squadrons provided defens:l.ve next five months. All operations subsequent
-} Blenbcims 45 Unknown patrols over H.M Ships between Alexandria and. to May 25th were thercfore necessarily
Marylands 24 |Unknown | . Cgete. The number of Blenheim and Maryland confingd to the south of Crete, Whlch alone
S.A.AF, sortles made are not avr..la'ble. Co was in range.
29th May | Blenheim F, 45 3 M- Cont:.nuous fighter patrol over H,M.Ships in 3 1 Hurricane 2 Ju,.88
Marylands -2 Unknovmg .~ forces between-Crete and Alexandria and vice .
S.A.AF, .versa. Several engagements and losses inflicted
Hurricanes 270 18 ‘on eneny. Total number of Beauf:.ghter and .
Marylands 39 1 Maxyland sorties wﬂmmm.
Beaufighters| 272 Unknown
30th May { hurricanes’ 73 3 )| Patrol over H.f{. Ships and convoys. Aircraft 2 HE, 111 2 Ju.88
Hurricanes 274 | Unknown engaged and drove off 2 JU.87's and 88's o 1 ME.110
Beaufighters 272 Unknown damaging 2 of the latter and inflicting other -




Y

*

L

JMarylands

"Coventry", "Calcutta", "Vendetta", "Falk" and A.A. Ships

Date |Aircraft Nos. of ; L Confirmed Own and Enemy Losses -
Type Sorties  Duty and Remarks -~ OWN ENEMY S
- ] : Destroyed Probable
31st May |dHurricanes "1 5 Continuous protective patrol maintained over H.M, Ships’ 3 JU,.88 1 JU,.88
: : Marylands 24 -6 | and M/V' S+ ehigaged in evacuation of personnel. Enemy - 1 Cautz,
S.AAF, succe’ssﬁ:lly engaged and casualties inflicted., 1 formation ) 1007
Blenheiuws W5 & 55 —,§~>“' —"of 6 alrcraft also driven off and forced to Jettison bombs. .
Beaufighters| 272 | ..-~"B.. | ;
Hurricanes R74.& 73 | -39 s N
1st June {Hurricanes | 73 b ‘Gont:.nuous protective patrols over H.M Ships and convoys
- |Hurricsnes | 2% - 20 en route from Crete to Bgypt. Several engagements but none
Hurrica;;gé.’ ¥ 10 decisive, ~lthough several aircraft driven off and 4
Blenheims é' * | Unknown forced to jettison bombs, Total Beaufighter, Elezbedm and
Beaufigaterd 272 Unknown Maryland sorties unknown, but 6 Beaufighters, 7 Marylands .
Unknown and 1 Blenheim took part in protection of H.M, Ships
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APPENDIX C

TABLE OF R.AJF.

Aez:odromes and 1and:|.ng grounds in Greece

BQBING OPER‘ATI‘ONSV

T .

Date i

" Aircraft
Employed

Squadron

: Remarks{ A

] /AKA'ITARINI
- Landing Ground

,15 May

2 Wellingtons 8

High level at’cack.
7000 1864 lbs.
bombs, One stick

"dropped along north

edge of landing-
ground, Bursts
observed and .l
minutes later
large white explo-
sions, Good visi-
bility. Much light
moderate accurate
ALA,

HIFPAIN

La.nd:.ng Ground

N:.ght

14/15
Meyr

’ ‘Hn.gh level bomblng

attack, 9000'. 2,500
1bs, bombs. 6 enemy'
aircraft on fire
and ‘others catching
fire., 8 fires in-
cluding 1 very

.large one which

was spreading and 3
medium fires.
Excellent and .
clear over target.
Very little flak,

MENIDI~
Landing ‘Ground

ngnt ’

11:/15

2 Wellingtons | © 148 °

Y

High level attacks. .
Bombs sterted fires
along N,W, bound-
ary of aerodrome
which was still
buriing 25 minutes
later, Clear.
weather over target.
Slight flak from
hills,

MENIDI ,
Landing Ground 15
and hangars .| May

ioht | 3 Wellingtons | 148

High level bombing
attacks. 2 air-
craft dropped

3,720 1bs. bombs.,

1 aircraft
jettisoned his
bombs, Dircct
hits on buildings
and hangars, 2
explosions caused
from fires at .

. northern hangars. |
Remainder results

unobserved,

/Aerodrome



Objective DIETE Kiroratt Squadron Remarks
'“'Aerodron:e N:L ht" | "3 Wellingtons ' LB F:Lrst a:;,,rcraft start-
ORI 16/17 Lo N ed large fires N.W,
v el e ik | corner of agrodrome.

Second aircraft L
: L large explosions and
_i ' Tires between No end
: line of buildings and
S - e most N, point of
L - . : aerodrome, 3rd air-
et : craft one large fire m'
vicinity N, of line
of buildings to W, of
f A R aerodrome, 4th air-
T S ‘ o - _craft one or more of
R : ' , these buildings set
S L T ‘ alight towards S, end
' ? : of line, Weather good

e e ST PR

-
T

= I-L‘:SSANI 5 N:Lght _:2.";‘\;v’éllin'g"co§ns. 37 | High level bombing '
¢ - Tending Ground | 14/15 - " attacks. Aircraft
" 'and’ hangars, May B R ‘aropped 14,500 1bs.

bombs and brought
back one S.B.C. 4 1b.
incendiary which had
hung up. Bursts seen
on boundary of L.G.
. . ’ : ‘ spread 5 large fires
RO : : : L which' were already
. . burning from previous
‘ raid on N, boundary
. of aerodrome, and
~sf~ wn.. | made the fires burn
more fiercely,
Weather good. Fairly
heavy and light A.A.

j ‘ , S accurate.
Aerodrome Night | 4 Wellingtoms | .70 | 10,000 Ibs. bombs
- : 18/19 : o dropped level bombing
Mey o ! © ' | attacks from 8,000 to

2,000 feet, Small
_ : ; red fires started .
R RS S | suggesting burning
oil, 3 heavy explos-
ions’which 1lit up
| pilot¥s cockpit at
8,000 feet, No fires
developed from- these
explosions,. Hazy over
Athens, A.A, fire in
and around Athens
| very accurate., 2
further aircraft
failed to locate the
target.

/MOLAOT



ObJective

Date

Aircraft

Squadiron

Remarks

" MOLAOT
__.Aerodrome .

16 Mg:y

Employed

' Sf&eliing:tohs‘ R

High level attacks
8,000 to 10,000! low -

“level attacks 3,000"

1.,,500 1lbs. H.E.
2,250 lbs, incendiamy
bombs, Results un-
ohserved. Weather
good, No opposition.

Aerodrome

15} = |

Night
16/17
Meay ,

5 Wellingtons

High level attacks
5,000 to 9,000'.

~Dive-bombing attacks

9,000! to 6,000'.
8,270 .1bs. H.E.
2,520 1bs, incendiary
bonbs. 4 aircraft
dispersed ol ground.
2 direct hits on

- runway and 5 hangars;
‘- and incendiaries

among dispersed air-
craft on S,W. corner
of aerodrome, Petrol

‘or bomb duinp hit,

Large fire seen 80
miles away.

ARGOS

Night

Tanding ground|16/17

Yey

L Wellingtons -

37

). tons of bombs level
attacks §,000' to
10,000', 3 small
fires started on N.E,
boundary of aerc::
drome and a 4th on
th‘e Eo bO\lnda.Iy.

MEGARA

Night

Tending ground| 18/19

1 Wellington

2,000 1bs, bombs,
High level attack.
Started 2 ©ires on
target. Remainder
results unstated.
Weather 8/10 cloud.
No A.A. opposition,

“ o ELEUSIS

Night

Tanding ground| 18/19

5 Wellingtons

" 38

High level attack -~
5,000" to 79.000"
5,250 lbs. H.E,
2,250 lbs.

- incendiary bombs,
- Buildings hit,

Fires o'bserved on
aerodrome,

/EIEUSIS
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: Cee s

Date

Afrcraft
. E{@loyed

Squadron| |

Remarks

ELEU SIS
Aerod.roxﬁe

Night
20/21

0040 hrs.

G.M,T, .
1 Wellington

BT/

Level attack 9,600'.
1,230 lbs. H.E, 240 lbs
incendiary bombs.
Bonmbs+fell near fire
already burning. No
results observed.
Weather good very dark.
Very intense heavy A.A.
from 5 batteries. No
searchlignts,

! Night
- 20/21

- 0015-0100
hrs. G.M.T.
1 Wellington

Stick bombing, 5,500,
Bursts observed among.
dispersed aircraft.
Weather good, but no -
moon made operations |
difficult. Heavy
battery 3 gun S. of
aecrodrome on coast,

MENIDI
" Aernodrome

.
i

r
q

N:Lght
20/21
May

2 Wéllingtons

38

Level attacks 8/9,000%
2,500 1bs, HE. 950 °
1bs. incendiary boabs.
Impossible to dis-
tinguish aerodrome.
Possiblc position
assumed from search~

. ....l.;.-l.ig,hts. 1 stick in

vicinity of search~

|.ights. Exact rosult

unobserved, High and
low cloud, Very dark,

MOTAOT

. Night
- 20/21

v

1 Wellington

38

1,250 lbs. HeE. 480 -

1bs. incendiary bombs: .
. Borbs dropped on or .

near aserodrome, Some

small explosions, High

' ~and low cloud, very

dark,., No opposition.

~ TOPOLIA

(N, of
Athens)

 Aerodrome - '

Night

20/21 -

1 Wellington

18

Attack from between = &
6/9000'. 1,600 Tbs. 1Y
_bombs on ’I‘opolla.
fires started. Other
bombs seen exploding -
but no other results
observed, Weather and ’
visibility good.
120 m,m, gun firing
at our flares N.W,
of target,
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APPENDIX C

TABLE OF R.A,F.

BOMBING OPERATIONS

I
Asrodromes and Landing GTOunds in the Dodecanese
ObJective ~Sate | Eirorart Squadzon] Remarks
= - Emploved
MARTTZA Nn.ght 3 Wellingtons 37 Ievel attacks 6,000*
Aerodrome 12/13 : to 9,000'. 3, 5oo 1bs.
. H.E, bonbs, 960 lbs,

May

.B. l Well:mgton d.ropped 1 X 250 lb.

incendiary boribs.
Bombs straddled rUun~-
ways and fell near

buildings between

hangars and runway.

" Further bombs fell S,

of main hangars,
Incendiaries started
smell fires, A.A.,
inaccurate., Weather
good, no cloud but

..slight haze.
ana l,.60 lbs. incendiary bombs
on Calato aerod:fome ‘before reachlng Maritza, -

Results unobserved.

" Aerodrome

Night -
16/17
Mey

‘2 Wellingtons

.4 enemy aircraft

dameged - also repair
shops and offices. 2
M.T, damaged and app-
roximately 25 drums of
petrol, naptha and
0il destroyed.

CALATOS

Land.mg ground

18 May

1 Wellington

37

2,230 1bs. H,E, bombs,.
Dive-bombing 7/5,000" .
feet. 21-!-0 lbs.
incendiary bonbs fell
on S,E. corner L.G.

7 small fires lasting
20 minutes. Weather
good, Heavy more
intense than llght
A.A,

SCARPANTO
Aerodrome

Night
25/26.

2 Wellingtons

257
Wing.

14,000 lbs, bombs.
Both aircraft placed
borbs on aerodrome,
Bursts observed. No
results observed. No
aircraft seen., 3 |

.heavy A,A, guns in-

accurate,

Aerodrome

Night
27/28

L Wellingtons

P

257
Wing.

Borbing attack
started one smell fire
light and heavy A.A.
fire., Hazy.

/Aerodrome



@’

" OBJECTIVE Date ¢ Adrceraft Squadron * Remarks
: : R Emoloyed
Aerodrome - | -Night. .,.2 Welllng,’cons' 1 70 |6 sticks across -
’ 28/29 6 Well:.ng}cons:‘_"-f - 148 -] Efialti aerodrome,
‘ - Magr. - . - ' causing one red fire
S i j which exploded and
‘ i : ! ‘turned white, and one -
d , big explosion which
; ‘threw flames to 600 -
; feet. Weather good.
i : : A.A. heavy, accurate.
~ Aerodyrome nght 1 Wellington - 148 "Bombing attack on
. 29/30 2 Wellingtons - 70 | Efielti serodrome.
i My 3 Wellingtons © 37 - Two Tires started,
. : 1 Wellington | ;
¢rashed on :
‘target.
% RHODES N:_ght "} 2.Wellingtons 70 Borbing attack on

) Aerodrome 12930} o | Tattavia aerodrome,
-} May . | Results unobserved,

T AN



92

\ ~
APPENDIX C )
) TABIE OF R.A,F. BCMBING OPERATIONS
. ' ITI - '
Aerodromes, Landing Grounds and Enemy Positions in Crete
Ob3ective Date Kiroraft Squadron | Remarks —CASUATTTES
. - Employed , - Enemy Own
MALEME . 23 lay 5 Mérylands 21.. Sqdn, Bombs fell among aircraft, Results unobserved,
_ Aircraf't on LT AL, AA, S.A. fire, Cloudy.. : S
aerodrome s ’ ' ' .
150 Ju.,52's 23 May 2 Blenheims L5 Hloh level attack 6,000°, Bombs fell among 10 diestrbyed' 1l missing -
on L,G. aircraft, but full results unobserved, ‘Machine ' _ SR K
gun attack also made, Weather hazy, cloudy.
‘S.A, f:lre only from Maleme,
Enemy 23 May |. 12 Blenheims | 2 Results uncbserved
positions S
Aerodrome Night 023 hours 38 . Aireraft 1, Bombs fell on 'beia'éh'between 1 flred
and beaches 23/21, G.M,T. . - Spillanos river and Theodro island. No results. L
: May L Wellingtons v ‘Aircraft 2. Bembed aerodrome,. One large
) aircraft fired, blaze spread, V:.s:r.ble at l,.O
miles on return Journey. ..
Aircraft 3, Pailed to locate target
Aircraft 4, 1 bomb. on coast, Remainder on
aerodrome; Results:unobserved, | _eather 4/10
cloud,  A.A. 1 burst onlv.
Beaches and Night .2338 and 37 » Level attacks l0,000' 3,980 1bs. H.E, 240 1bs, h 3 overdue
aerodrome 23/2 0005 hours incendiary bombs, Bombs fell along beach . 12 persomnel
' May G.M,T, between Pirgop, Sllanero .and point south of o
) 5-Wellingtons | . Theodoro island, 1 small and k4 large fires =y
T . started, 'Clear until midnight, then rain and :h
sleet. o oppos:l.'tlon. '



Aircraf't

oppositi on.

' Objective Date Remarks CASUALTIES .
R | Employed - o Enemy Om
Landing Ground { 25 May { 8 Blenlgéimé R A High level at‘tacks 12,,,000-16 000 feet Bombs 12 -
S o e L T T - emong aircraft, 3 fires. started,, Weather fine .
_"f,.'"““"' _ . and’ ‘nndv. No opp_osrl:lon, ‘
Aerodrome 25 May 4 Merylands |24 Sqin. | Level attack L,000", * Low cloul. " 3 damaged 1 missing
, , - |B.AAF, L S ‘ - ‘
Bomber air- 25 May - 5 Blenheims* 55 . e 5 destroyed |. 1 crashed
craft on : . T "5 in flames “"on landing
Landing Ground : - 2 — ' .
rireraft . - 25 May 6 Blenmheims . | 1 | TLevel attack 1,500" 5,960 1bs. bombs, All 12 1 slightly -
Landing Grouhd : ‘=-.l.. bombs in target area, Photo's confirm damaged by
T _destruction, Weather fine, Spall and medium high ex-
calibre, accuraté;’ 'nqt. .very intense, 3 Plosive and
. R it R ' splinters,
M{Jmm : - 25 May _1236 hours } 55 Level att'ick from 7 OOO' _Bombs fell among 3 mlss]_ng -
Tanding Ground | - G M T . aircraft dnd across 1and;mg ground Weather - ‘
o .3 Blenheims falr‘ A AL nil, ' ‘
Advoraft on - | .25 May | 3 Blemheims 5 Resul s unknowm
- - aerodrome and e et i
_beach, ' : »
--herodrome Night Jingtons | 257 L .. Level attacks from, 7/10 Q00,1 sivoraft
' - 25/26 1 Wing |. “bombed, Position of aerodrome was indicated "
May . ]~ by road junetion, Aérodrome not visible,
" Results unobserved,:2 aircraft bombed beach
-} .- N, of aerod:rome ‘Burst observed but.no :
results seen, 1 aircraft bembed fire re- I
porhed by other crews as.in v1c1m.ty Caneatown, }.
" craf‘b failed to f:md target i e
oTmm Weather 3 7 10 cloud N M /A - .
, e erodrome



—Objective D5t TEToraFt. Squgg.roh Remor ks, T T CASUALTLIES
' Employed S A : - ' ~ -1 "N Enemy Own
Aerodrome 26 May 3 Blephéims |- - L5 - Results u.nobserved . ST e 3 missing
Airc':_raft on 26 May - 1506 '-hou:ps,' ‘65 Level attack 10, OOO' Bomb load not stated. o R
Landing Ground |- GM.T. - 10 fires S'ba.rted and llexplosions. obser\zed o
). Blenheims including ) large ones. All bombs fell in '
target area, Teather fair, Light n..
' fire from Suda Bay. ' 7
Lircraft on 26 May L. Marylands 24 Sqdn, Full results unobserved, Several aircraft on 3 damaged
aerodrome ' S.AAF. fire,
Landing Ground | Night €230 hours 55 No observed results, -Spikes dropped, Weather .
26/27 G.M,T, fair fi.A. very heavy and accurate,
May 2 Blenheims _
Aei'odrome nght 6 Wé].lgf.ﬁéfons " 148 ' 10 ,500 1bs, boms. Level bombing at'l;ack from - .
26/27 1 Wellington | . 70 L, 500'. Bombs dropped on aerodrome gausing .
Nay . - small explosions whicht chonged into fires, = _}
- One crew reported at léast 40 aircraft.dis-. "{-.5. probably 1 pilot
# persed at mouth of river Tavroniitis, ‘over.. -~ destroyed hurt by re-
which a pontoon bridge was seen 40O yards in- ported back-
land from sea, Weather gusty. V:.s;Lb:.llty ' firing.
. good, ' i -
100 aircraft Night L WeliLir';gtoner  ‘" 257 Bombs burst among aircraft many destroyed 7 o
on beach - 27/28 . ‘ | Wing fires, 4 explosions, .
100 aircraf't Night 3 Blenheims ZLL;. Bombing attack. Many‘ enemy a:ircraf% aéétr{os;ed. 2 missing
on Landing 27/28 ' ~ 1 aircraft returned with engine trouble. .
Ground May ° . s ] ' ~y S~ . .

~  /Landing Ground

D



&
Ob jective Date Aircraft Squadron - Remarks . CASUAJ_,TIES
' ' . Fmployed o Enemgy . Ovm
Landing Ground 28 May - 1505 hours 55 Level attack 9, 000!, Bombs fell on dispersed
s G.M, T, - . aircraft along leng,hu of E, to W, rumny,
2 Blenheims ' starting 4 fires, Weather fair, )
Aerocdrome and Night 2'Wellingtons 37 ~ Bombing at'back. Re,sults unobserved,
Beaches . © 29/30 . : S , ’
‘ - Moy
h Aerodiome Night 2245-0001 -~ " 38 6 750 1bs, H.E, 800 1bs. 1ncenc't|.a;c'y bombs, - 3 fired
S . 30/31 hours, Bombs £611 mainly .in district south of aero- . .
Moy L Wellingtons &romé without results except for 2 fires with’ .
o . o B explosions at Vlakheronitissa, 1 stick in 3
aerodrome set fire to 3 airoraft and started
another fire, Weather: clear over target.
No opposition, S -
Landing Ground | Night 5 Wellingtons 37 High level bombing, 1,000' to 10,000*. 4 L. destroyed,
. .31 May/ - ’ fires at Maleme, Weather clear:and cloudless, |. certainly.
.1 June Opposition - l ineffective MG probably %
HERAKLION Night 6 Wellingtons n8 8,250 1bs, bombs. High and low level ground 6 Ju.b2's -
Aerodrome 30/31 : ' .str:\i‘flng also, First stick of bombs : . damaged,
. - May straddled end of rwmvay. 12 small yellow ) :
: __.. | fires, 6 large white explos:l.ons occurred in
e area vhere bombs fell.,. No further details,
: ; g b nmgtons_ “TH5™ T ™| Attacks from 8,000 to 2,500', 600 1bs, badbs o
‘on target area, Thick grounﬂ haze obscured
results of bombing, One good fire sta:c-ted
. Breda type tracer accura'be.
CRETE . | Night © 4 Wellingtons ? Full details not received,
‘Enemy positions | 24/25 e g
) 1 "My




( )

SUMMARY

Aerodromes and Landing Grounds in Greece

No., of Raids No, of Sorties

Heavy Nedium
Katterinie 1 2 -
Hippain 1 1 -
Menidi L 11 -
Hassain 2 6 - -
Molaol 3 9 -
Argos 1 L -
Eleusis 3 7 -
Megara 1 1 -
Topolia 1 1 -

17 42

Aerodromes and Landing Grounds in Dodecanese

Maritza 2 5 -
Calatos 1 1 -
Scarpanto L 20 -
Rhodes L 2 -
8 28
Aerodromes, Landing Grounds and Enemy Positions
in Qrete

Maleme ‘ 23 35 62+
Heraklion %] b -

26 19 2+

Sum Total 51 119 62+
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APPENDIX D

Fighter engagements and Ground attacks in Crete and Greece

Date “Place Force - Squadron - Remarks CASUALTIES
5 May HERAKLION . 1 Gladiator 112 1 8,79 intercepted whilst on reconnaissance, - -
' Combat indecisive,
13 Mey = . HERAKLION 1 Gladiator 112 4 Ju,88's and 1 Me.llo intercepted, and - -
: ' formation broken up as enemy were about to
7 attack a convoy., Gombat indecisive,
1 May HERAKLION ? Gladiators ? 20 Me. 's machine gunm.ng aerodrame were 3 shot domm
'mtercepted by Gladiators, 1 other
seriously
N damaged,
. . AN
16 May HERAKLION 2 Hurricanes ? 30 Me,110's intercepted while ground ° 1 Hurricane -
3 Gladiators straffing aerodrome, shot down,
- . Pilot safe,
5 May * SUDA BAY ? Hurricanes ? 1 enemy- aircraft intercepted on- reconna:.ssa.nce. - —
L ' i Combat :Lndeclslve :
11 May SUDA BAY ? Hurricanes ? 1 enemy aircraft intercepted,- Combat in- - -
' declslve. )
5 May CRETE Hm'rica.r\xes' 33 30 Me,109's attack:.ng Halmne were 1 shot down, 2 destroyed
A:.n’cerce'pted Pilot killed, 1 more
probably
16 May .  CRETE : A Hurricane ? Hurricane returning from reconnaissance. 1 certainly
. : Engaged and shot.dowm 1 Ju, 52 and probably destroyed
destroyed a Ju,8% .and pro-
bably an-
- 4 other,
. 7Ey
L N - '



Date Place Farce . Equadron -Remarks = CASUALTIES
. ' A - e - ’
1 ¥ey MATEME ‘3 Hurricanes ? 20-40 Me,1097s and Me,1164s a.ntereep‘l;ed,, . ,_H;____;_Z_;Hu?."xicanes, 1 Me,109
B 2 PRAALG . in-attack on aerodrome. 1 pilot safe. |~ and 1
- © GLADIATORS ' Pt 1 Gladiator Me 110 des-
A g " shot dowm’ " troyed.
AU TS ‘ damaged, and 1 Me.109
= e . . 1 force damaged
- " Jandéd, S .
16 May MATEME - - - - ? Hurritanes. . 80 . | Hurm.cmes undex*bak:l.ng stand-by :Lntercepted 2 shot dowm, 3 Me,109's
) ' ‘ eneng? a:.rcraft o imemn i ). Pilots killed.| amd 1 JuB7-
. Tt T ghot down,
1 Me, 109
probably
- ~down 2
, e - destroyed
“by-AJA.
18 May " MALFME 1 Hurricane.. . 2. 9 Me. lO9's mchlne-gunnlnb Maleme aerodrome 1 probably - 1 probably.
o - ' '} wére Tntercepted, Hurricane subsequently .
- attacked by several other le 109‘s a.nd ‘
. belleved mss:_np shot dam,
23 May | . MALEME 6 Hurricanes- - - |- 73 | 20 Ju,88's and Me, 110'S :Lntercepted , Tl missing oo -
- e : Machine- gunned alrcraft landlng troops. 1 damged
23 May - MALEME 2. Beaufighters ? Lmop—ca;r-ry:l.ng Ju.523 machlne—gunned at ST -l
L - : : Maleme landing ground. & destroyed whilst
' ) s AR dlsembark:m troogs.
25 May MALEME 3 Hurricanes = -4+ 274 "7 Straffmg a.rrcmaft on aerodrome Poor . . = 1
A ~ E P L v:_s:_bll]_'by. Results unobserved, 1 Ju.88 shot
dcwn over’ Suda Bay. . :

/25 Yoy



D

s
Date Place . Force Squadron Remarks , CASUALTIES
Own Enemy
25 Moy "MALEME 1 (#) Blenheim ? Poor Vicibility, and aircraft unable to 1 missing
' 2 Hurricanes 27 - locate aircraft at Maleme, which was torget
for ground straffing,
26 ¥y MALEME . 8 Hurricanes 274 Aerodrome ground-straffing and offensive - 1 missing 1 Me,109
’ patrol, ' and 5
Ju,52's
shot down +
others, 3
: danmaged,
27 May MATLEME 1 (F) Blenhein Intercepted and destroyed 1 Ju,88. 2 others 1 cértaj_n,
LS Squadron hit the sea. 1 possible,
27 May MALEME 2 Hurriéanes 274 Interception of aircraft landing at Maleme . 1 missing
21 Hay ARGEAN "SEA 1 Maryland 39 On reconnaissance engaged 1 Ju,52 shooting it - 1 shot
. down in sea. down.
2. Moy HERAZKLION 5 Hurricanes 73 Heroklion enemy positions machine~gunned and 2 missing -
: offensive patrol over Canea,
17 May Greece 8 Beaufighters- ? Low flying Machine-Gun attacks at davm on .y damaged
aerodromes at Hassani, Argos and Molaoi. 2 1 missing
fighters machinewgunned 20 Ju,52's,
20 Me,109's, and ) Hs,126 at Hassani, 3 others
aftacked Me,109's, Me,110's and Jiie52's on S,
and E, sides of irgos aerodrome, where 2 fires
were started among aircraft and M,T, Park was
also machine-gunned, 3 fighters machine~gunned
groups of Fighters and bombsers badly dispersed '
4in L corners of aerodrome at Molaoi, Owing to

specd of stiock dames, Was IRRiEtiel 1B

[




APPENDIX D

Fighter engagements and Ground attacks in Crete and Gréége -

Date

Place Force

CASUALTIES

Squadron Remarks . '
Own : Enemy
5 May " HERAKLION | 1 Giadistor 112 1 5,79 intercepted whilst on reconnaissance, - .
Combat indecisive,
13 May HERAKLION 1 Gladi.a'.tor 112 4 Ju,88's and 1 Me,110 :Lntercepted and - -
: ‘ - 0 . formation broken up as enemy were about to
attack a convoy. Combat indecisive,
1 May HERAKLION ? Gladiators ? 20 Me,'s machine guming aerodrome were i 3 shot down
intercepted by Gladiators, 1 other
- ' : seriously
. . damaged,
16 May HERAKIION " 2 Hurricames ? 30 Me,110's :Lntercepted while ground 1 Hurricane .-
' - 3 Gladiators str'a.:f'flng aerodrome . shot down, )
- - - Pilot safe,
5 May SUDA BAY ? Hurricanes ? ‘1 enemy au'crai’t intercepted on reconnaissance, - -
s -Combat indecisive, E .
11 May SUDA BAY ? Hurricanes ‘1 enemy aircraft mtercep‘bed Combat in- - -
' decisive,
5 May _CRETE Hurricanes 33 30 Me,109's attacking Maleme were 1 shot down. 2 destroyed
: e :Lntercepted Pilot killed, 1 more
probably
16 May CRETE 1 Hurricane ? Hurricane returning from reconnaissance, , 1 _certainly -
e Engaged and shot down 1 Ju. 52 and probably. destroyed
. destroyed a Ju,87. and pro-
‘ bably an-
- other,

JINEY

/



Date Place Farce Baquadron ~ RemArks CASUALTIES )
. T et e e+ e i R QY =2 = ee - By
14 Mey MALEME 3 Hurricanes, a2 2040 M.a.109q s. mm.llo‘a~mterc@tﬁ -2 Hurricanes, | -1 Me,109" "~
T ' 2 P.AA, in attack on aerodrome, - _ , . . 1 pilot safe,. and 1 A
- " GLADIATORS : R " 1 Gladiator Me,110 des-
e - - el e e e e shot-dowm - |-~ troyed, <
- o h damaged, ard 1 Me,109
- ©1 force- damaged
- Jande 3 ed ‘
16 May | T MALEME " "2 Hurricamnes 80"  Hurricanes undertalang stand-by 1ntercepted 2 shot down. }- 3 Me.109's
AT ' o | enemy a:»rcrai‘t - “Pilots killed.| amd 1 Juf7
h . : C ' shot down,
! 1 Me,109
. - - probably
- down 2
destroyed
: - by AA.
J18 ' May T | MALEME "1 Harricane . ? 9 Me.109's mnchlne—gurm:mg Yoleme aerodrome ' , l probably ‘1 probably
O B A were intercepted. Hurricane subsequently o
i B | _attacked by several. .other.lMe,l09's.and-.-
: bel:.eved mlssn.np' shot dosmn., .
. 23 May MALRME 6 Hurricanes . | _ 73 .} 20, Ju.86's. and:Me, L0ts. ultercep:b,ed. e 3 missing-- -
o op ) ‘ ‘Each:me-glmned a:.rcraf‘l: 1and1ng 'broops 1 damaged
-~ 23 May MALENE © -2 Beaufighters ? "‘roop-—carrylng Ju.523 machlne-gtmned at - L
' A e TR T _Maleme_ landing ground.... l,.dastcoyedwwm.lst TR S S
R dlsembarln.na’ 'tro@s. A ” .
25 May .} MALEME 3 Hurricanes 275 i Straffmg a:_rcraf‘b o aerodrczme Poor - 1
PN ‘ visibility. Resulds unobserved, 1 Ju.88 shot '
- _ | down’ over Suda Bay, .
“ “ /25 iy

\
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Date Place Porce Squadron Remarks CASUALTIES
; Om Enemy
25 Moy MATEME 1 (F) Blenhein e Poor Vicibility, and aircraft unable to 1 missing
- 2 Hurricanes 274 locate aircraft at Maleme, which was target "
for ground straffing, ~ :
., 26 May- MALEME 8 Murricanes 274 Aerodrome ground-straffing and offensive 1 missing 1 Me,109
patrol, and 5
Ju,52's
shot down +
others, 3
damaged,
27 May MALEME 1 (F) Blenhein Intercepted and destroyed 1 Ju,88. 2 others 1 certain.
L5 Squadron hit the sea, 1l possible,
27 May , MALEME 2 Hurricanes 274" Interception of aircraft landing at Maleme 1 missing
21 Moy AEGEAN SEA 1 Maryland 39 . On reconnaissance engaged 1 Ju.52 shooting it - 1 shot
down in sea. : down.,
2L Moy HERAKLION 5 ¥umticanes 73 Heroklion enemy positions machine-gunned and 2 missing -~
: 3 offensive patrol over Canea,
17 May Greece 8 Beaufighters ? Low flying Machine-Gun attacks at dawm on }. damaged
o aerodromes at Hassani, Argos and Molaoi. 2 1 missing
fighters machinewgunned 20 Ju.52's,
20 Me,109's, and 4 Hs,126 at Hassani, 3 others
attacked Me,109's, Me,110's and Ju,52's on S.
and E, sides of Argos aercdrome, where 2 fires
were starked anong aircraft and M,T, Park was
also machine-gunned, 3 fighters machine-gunned
groups of fighters and bombsers badly dispersed
in 4 corners of aerodrome at Molaoi. Owing to
\ eed
Bhrar
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APPENDIX E
R.AF, AIRCRAFT CASUALTIES® - . CREIE.;
Date No. and Squadron | Destroyed in |: Daily total {No, and Squadron| Destroyed {Daily Wo,and Squadron| Losses due [Daily | Daily
' Type. , combat with™ {"Battle =~ |Type -~ | ‘on ground |Total | Type ~ " to other " |Total | Total
: enemy Casualties 1 by enemy T causes’ all
action : causs
" 14 May | 2 Hurricanes © 2 | Shot down, I I
C Crete )
15 May 1 Missing 2 2
Blenheim between '
1- . Crete. and
: : Gladiator Bgypt.
16 May | 1 Hurricane ? Shot dovm, ) = T - . e —
) Crete 2 2
1 Hurricane ? Missing,
— ‘ , Crete
17 May 1 Beaufighter- 252 Missing, 1 1
- : 'ﬂ - . G-reéce:-:". '; . . - _——.. i v_... P e e ' . “ .z
18 May | 1 Hurricane . - 33 Missing, i 1 1. .4 Destroyed | 1 - i 2
_Crete . Hurricane 33 SR AR M ; - 4
. 23 May | 1 Blenheinm L5 Missing, ) L v . . . :
o t Crete g L 1 .73 Destroyed: 1 ; 5
3 Hurricanes 73 | Missing, Hurricane . by Me Jd's :
- Crete ) ' i
2. May | 3 Wellingtons 37 Missing )
Crete ) ,
1 Hurricane Shot down % L L
. Malecme : i
25 May | 3 Hurricanes 27h  |Missing )|
Crete .
- .;-3 Blenl'leims . 41&-'4 . 'MiS'SiI"lg W“'g I . 7 - 7
Crete :
. 1 Glenn Moartin 1 Missing
: Crete
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Date No, and Sqdn, | Destroyed in| Daily total | , No..amd. | Sqdn, Destroyed | Daily No, and" |Sqdn,} Losses Dail?rﬁaily
: Type . combat with | Battle - Type. - | on ground | Total Type due to |Total {Total
enemy Casualtiés - by enemy s L Tother all -
: - dction —gauses baises
26 May'| 3 Blenheims | #%-}5 Mlssn.ng,) : o N
- T .| Crete - e - 'i
'} 3 Hurricanes 274 | Missing 5 6” e s s - i .1 Blenheim 45 |- Crashedi 1 7
. | Crete- ' L ; : : taking: | .
) ' . PUURUP WOff
27 May | 2 Blenhéims . Mlss:l.ng g : ‘ ;
e Crete : ; : ;
2 Blenheims 53 |Missing g L : : g il I
N R - Crete : ; . . s ;
]
IN, : THE AIR ON C[TIE GROUND B -- ' OTHER : 'CAUSES’
Total

- Héavy |Medium |Fighter |. Total || Heavy - | Medium | Fighter  Heavy [Medium [Fighter .' Total || Foavy | Medium | Fighter ~~'5§5t?1
- - Bomber | Bomber : Bomber | Bember { - | | _ | Bomber [pomtr » Ty ] et ’ .
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