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EXPLANATORY NOTES
| .1e Officers of the Army end the Royal iir Force are referred
O to by the Rank which they held at the time of the Campaigne

2, Distances mentioned in the text and fdotnotes are "as the

crow flies".
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1 dpril
2 hpril

3 Aprii

8 April

17 Lpril

(and sub-
sequent
dates)

18 April

29 April

30 4pril

-1 May
(and sub=

sequent ,
dates)

2 Mey

3 May

5wy

6 May

7 May

8 May
(and, sub-
sequent
dates)

9 Mgy

'CHRONOIOGY OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS

(1941)

Units of R.i.F. in 'Iraq -

ot orice Eying Treining Sohool) yarbeniye
No. ZM;. (Bomber) Squa.dron _ - Shaibah
H.R:H. The Regent of 'Iraq fled from Baghdad
Rashid .(-L:L'L seized the Goverrnﬁent by a coug,détat

No. 4 S.F.T.S. foimed into 5 Operational Squadrons

Arrival at Sheibeh (by No. 31 (fransport) Squadron

R.A.F.) of 1st Bn. K:Lng s Own Royal Regiment

Arrival by sea of British reinforcements at Basra

Evacuation of British women and children fram
Baghdad to Ha.bbaniya.

*Iragi Troops invested Habbaniya

Evacuation by air of British women and chlldren
from Hebbaniya .

Reinforcements of 'Iragi Troops moved to Habbaniya

Arrival at Shaibah of No. 70 (Bomber) Squadron
Detachment R.A.t .

Commencement of host:.l:.ta.es and siege of Habbaniya

Arrivel at Shaibah of No. 30 ( Bomber) Squadron
Detachment, R.ia.F.

‘Iraql Troops moved to Rutbah

Arrivel at Habbeniya of No. 203 (G.R.) Squeadron

Detachment, R.4.F.
Concentration of British troops and R.A.F. at
Hel. (Rutbah a:rea) from Palestine

British troops ocoupied H.3 (Rwtbeh area)

- End of éiege of Hebbaniya

Jiction at Sin El1 Dhibban . ‘
R.A.F, reinforced by 6 Swordfish aircraft of .
"Fleet Adr Arm at Shaj.bah

R.AF, 'strafed' enemy aircraft at Baquba
(3 en aircraft burned and others
damaged); and bombed Rashid and Washash
aerodromes

Formation of "Habforce" _in Palestine for Opse.
in 'Iraq

R.A.F.. attacked Shahraban aerodrome (9 enemy

- aircraft set on fire). Llso boubed Rashid
aerodrome

Arrivel at Habbaniya of No. 911- (Flghter) Squad.ron
Detachment, R.a.F.
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e mle

11 May

11/12 Mey .

12 May

(and sub-
sequent
dates)

13 May
"i13/1"-!- Mey
16 May
18 May -

19 Mey

20 May

22 My

25 Mey

28/30 May
29 May' ¢

| 30 May

31 May

‘R T bombéa ‘Mosul end Queraga.n aerodromes

10 Moy

Captu.re of Rutbah f‘ort

.Nos. 37 and 70 (Bomber) Squadron Detaciments, R.A.F,

retgrned to Egypt

Arr:c.val at Ha.bban:l.ya. of No. 84. (Bom'ber) Squadron
' Detaclment, R.L.F.

hppearence of German aircraft

R.4.F. bombed Mosul -~ Aleppo Railway \\_//

- German eircreft bouhed Hebbaniya

rrivel of "Kingcol" (flying column of "Habforce")
: a.t Habbaniya

Capture of Felluje

Rua ;E..Bom'bed Rashici‘ aerodrome
Germen eircraft bombed Hebboniye (5 R.A.F. aircraft
destroyed by fire and several d»ama‘.ged)

Enemy counter-attack on Felluja repulsed
R.a.F. bombed petrol dump at Cassel's Post (1, ooo 000
gallons destroyed)

- German aircraft bombed Habbam.ya. (damage to

buildings and. casual‘b:.es)

R.4.F. attacked Mosul and Baquba aerodromes (2 enemy
'~ aircraft burned and others damaged)

" R.é. F. bcmbed Ramad:.

4Ldvance on Ba,ghdad

: Appeai'ahce ‘of Ttalian sircraft

Rash:.d Ali fled from Baghdad; and the 'Iragi asked
for an Armistice

Armistice signed - End of hostilities -

1
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1
militery and eir forces in that country.

1.

L. INTRODUCTORY

Brief Sketch of 'Irag, 1919-1939

At the close of the Great Wer (1914-1919) Mesopotemie
(known sihce 1921 eas 'Iraq)rwas under British mllltary occupation,
and in May 1920 Great Britain formally esccepted a Mandate over
that country from the League of Nations.

An importont item of our.eir policy was e proposel that
Units of the Royal hir Force should be substituted for our
military forces but for the t:.me being this was impracticable
until suitable eircraft end the necessary trained personnel
could be provided. In Merch 1921 this matter was further con=
sidered at a Conference held at Céiro for the purpose of exemin-
ing the position. of Mand.ated and. other territories in the Middle
Bast. &t this Conference the Chief of the Air Staff submitted
a scheme for the defence and control of Me‘sopotamia‘ by the
Royal &ir Force. The scheme was approved in principle and the
Conference further recomended the provision of an all-British
military and commercial air route from Egypt to Indie (and
ultimately Austrslia) via Mesopotamie. |

| The essumption of the control of ilesopotamia ('Iraq) by

the Royal Air Force did not teke place until October 1922 when
&ir Vice-Marshal Sir John Salmond was éppointed G.0.C. of the

In the same month

(October) a Treaty of Alliance was mede between Great Britain

~end 'Iraq for a period of 20 years but this Treaty was not

rotified. Meanwhile, in August 1921, the Bmir Faisul (the
third son of ex~King Hussein of the Hedjaz) had been elected
King of 'Iraq. v

In 1922 trouble broke out with irregular Turkish
forces and the Kurdish tribes in northern 'Irag, which pene-
trated to within forty miles of Kirkuk.2 Air action was teken

to repel the invaders but by December (1922) the relations between

G.81960

1. A small militery force of one Brigade and one Pack Battery was maintained

in 'Iraq and Sir J. Salmond was gazetted a Temporary Mejor-General in
consideration of his control of these units.

2. Situated approx. 145 miles north of Baghded.




Great Britein and Turi:ey hed become very strained. The Turkish
Goverrment now laid claim to the vileyet of Mosul! eand concen-
trated considereble forces in the north-west of that eree, but

' these were repulsed by British forces eand the R.A.F. In the
sutumn of 1924 the situstion agein becaﬁe oriticel: a Mosul
Confé;cence held at Constentinople proved abortive end the matter

wes referred to the Lesgue of Netions. The Lesgue established a ,

provisional boundary (in November 192i), which resulted in the "

restoration of normal conditions, but in 1925 the situation in
the Mosul area‘again beceme threstening. However, in December

! - of that year the League of Nations reachéd e unanimous deoision
on the frontiez; question of 'Iraq. An egreement with Turkey
followed, and in June 1926 a Treaty settling the whole problem
was signed at iAngora betv;een the British, Turkish end 'Iragi
Governments. In December 1927 a Treaty between Gfeat, Britein
and 'Iraq formally recognised 'Iraq as an independent state.

While these events were in progress serious trouble had

occurred in Kurdisten with Sheikh iahmud and his followers. This -
chieftan had been Governor of Sv.latima.n:y':’.a.2 under the Turkish
aﬁministra‘tion, and in 1919 he had been made Gov'ernor‘ of Southern
Kurdistan by the British Government. In May (1919) he revolted
but was defeated and iﬁtemed in India, and later he wag allgwed
to reside at Kuwait, In September 1922 ‘Sheikh Mehmd wes re-
instated as Governo.r of Southern Kurdistan as being the only
person by whom British authority couid be exercised in that
area, but in 1923 it became known that he was preparing ( with N
Turkish assistence) to attack Kirkuk and to instigate a general
rising in 'Irag. Imperial troops assisted by the Royal Air
Force and the 'Iraq Leviesd drove back the insui'geﬁts and

occupied Sulaimenyia, and Sheikh Mahmud fled to Persia.

1. The town of Mosul is situated spprox. 95 miles north-west of Kirkuk.
2, Situated spprox. 60 miles east of Kirkuk.

3. The 'Iraq Levies were recruited from 'Iraq and Assyrians under command of
' British Officers.
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During the next few years Sheikh Mahmud meads several
attempts to regain coﬁtrol of Kurdistan. In 1924 he déclared
a Jihad (holy wer) against Great Britain and the Assyrisn
residents of 'Irag and he then occupied Sulaimenyia. A force of
fdrty-two eircraft of the R.A.F. was sent against him which
bombed Sulaimanyia?, and Sheikh Mahmud agein fled to Persia. In
the Spring of 1927 Mehmud again gave trouble end in June intensive
eir action by the R.A.F. was taken against him.

Meanwhile there had been 'disturbances in other parts of
'Iraq, perticulerly by the incursions of the Akhwen tribe from

the Nejd territory?

which necessitated the patrolling of the Nejd
frontier by the R.A.F, Operations continued intermittently in
this eres from 192 until May 1928 when the Nejd ruler, King Ibn
Sau'd, undertook to restrain his tribesmen from raiding the 'Irag
frontier. In the meantime (in 1924) disturbances had occurred
amongst some sections of the Albu Nashi tribe in the Dj.wzaniyath3
area resulting in several villages being bombed (after the ususal
warning) by the R.A.F.

In 1927 Sheikh Ahmed of Berzen, 2 chieften of Central

Kurdistan, who had repeatedly opposed the ' iraqi Government, was

‘forced to flee on the occupation of Barzen by a force of 'Iraq '

Levies assisted by the R.A.F.

On 30 June 1930 a new Treaty was made between Great
Britein end 'Iraq as equal end independent states: this Treaty
was to endure for 25 years and to taice effect from the admission
of 'Iraq to the Leegue of Nations.* By the terms of the Treaty
it was agreed inter alia =
(1) That each country should aid the other in the event
of either becoming engaged in War,. and that in the
event of an imminent menace of war the two coun blries

should concert toge‘oher in measures of defence,

G, 81960

1. Severe damage was inflicted to the town but there were no casualties among
the inhsbitents who (having been werned by proclamations) had abandoned

the town.

2. Between 'Irag and Trans~Jordan.
3. Situated spprox. 96 miles south-east of Baghdad.
4o 'Iraq wos admitted to the League in October 1932.
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{2) That, although the 'Iragi Govermment ghbuld be res-
ponsible for the internal order of the country and for
its defence against external aggression, Great Britein
should be grented air bases (‘a.) in the Basra area and
(b) at a place to be selected by the British Govern-
ment west of the Euphrates River, on the understanding
that thepresence of British foroes maintained at
these eir bases should not constitute an "ocoupation!
or in any way prejudice the sovereignty of 'Iraq.

An Annexure to the Treaty provided inter alia -

(1) That the British Govermment should maintain forces at
Hinaidi1 and at Mosul for a period of five years
after the Treaty came into force, and at the expiration
of this period it should be permitted to station its
forces at the sir beses mentioned above for which the
'Iragi Government would grent leases Tor the duration
of the Alliance.

(2) That the 'Iragi Government should provide forces for
the defence of the R.A.F, eir bases, and.

(3) That the 'Iraq_i Government would givev all facilities
for the movement of British forces in transit across
'Irag and for the transport end storage of all
.supplies and equijxnept as might be required during
their passagev across 'Iraqg.

In the autumn of 1930 trouble sgain occurred in
Southern Kurdisten when Sheikh Mehmud mede 2 finel attempt to
make himself Head of a Xurdish state. Operations were under-
taken by the 'Ireqi Ammy with R.A.F. co-operation and in May
1931 Mahmud sumendered and was flown by the R.A.F. to Ur.

In the Spring of 1932 the 'Iraqi Goverrment took
further action to assert its authority over the Barzan district.
In these operations a Flight of the Royal 'Iragi Air Force2
co-operated with the R.A.F., but after the 'Iraqi Amy had sus-

tained a reverse the R.A.F. took control of the operations

1e Situated approx. 8 miles south-eest of Baghdad.
2o 'Iraq now had its own Army and Air Force.

C —
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which_,reSu]'.te?i in 'ftAlxe« defeat ‘. of the tr;i.besxne,n and the estab-
Lishnent of civil edninistration throughout the area.

In Septembex: 1933 King Faisul died: he was succeeded
by his son Ghazi I - a young man of 21. During this year (1933)
disturbances occurred emong the Assy%ia.n popula,tion of 'Iraqg.

These d:l.stur'bances, which were put down ruthlessly by the 'Iraq:.

' Governnent severely strained the loyelty to Great Britain of

the assyrian Companies of the 'Iraq Levies but they remaincd
fim in their attachment %o us.

Dur:mg 1935-6 the Rani Huchaim tribal confederatn.on in
the Dlwanlya area rebelled aga.mst the Government. 'Traqi

troops end the Royal 'Ira.q:. Air Force operated against the in-

y surgents and peace vias eventual]y restored, Meanwh:.le
'd:.saffect:.on occurred in the Barzan and Qurna oreas and also
.mong the Yez:.d:n. tr:.be. The 'Iragi Government did not, however,

invoke the assista.nce of the R.4.Fo, and as there were no threeats .

to British interests the question of intervention by the British
gerrison did not arise.

In October 1936 a military coup détat took place which

"resulted in the formation of £ Nationalist Government. The

new reg:une expressed its :.ntent:.on of observing. the provisions

'_of the Angglo— 'Traq Treaty of 1932.

On the tragic death of King Ghazi in April 1939 his
infent son,Faisul II, became King under the regency of his uncle

H.R.H. The Emir Abdulle Illzh',

Political Situation April 1941

The -‘politica.l events which led to the 'Iraq rebellion
of 1941 were largely the outcame of" extensive propagandz which
had been disseminated in 'Iraq since .'1933‘;-byA the Axis Powers.
In every sphere, commercial, cultureli,? and political, German

influence had been skilfully expanded: & local Nemi party end

en ' Iraqi Youth Movement (modeiled on Nazi lines) were formed,

several newspapers were subsidised so as to render them pro-

' Germen in outlook, and speciel cere was taken to influence.the

G+ 81960

1. King Ghazi was illed in a motor esccident: his son Faisul II was born on

2 May 1935.
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'Iraql educa’c:.onal authorltles. In 1937 the 'Iraqi Director-

General of Educf..t:.on v:Ls:L‘l:ed Germany where he was g:.ven an -~
official reception, .and :m ‘the following year an 'Iraqgi delegation
attended the Nuremburg Rally. Moreover, 'Iraqi students who ‘had

reached e certein stendard of proficiency in the German lenguage

"were offered. free educational facilities in Germany. . German

propaganda .we:vs also extended fo the 'Iraqi- medical professiop,

ard in 1937 the Principal of‘t.he Roya’.i Hospital end Dean of the ‘

'Iraqi Medicel Facult;r visited Gémmrv and received an official b
.welcome. Meenvrhile '.Iraqi doctors who had been treined in

Germany spread Naz:L propaganda among the medicel students. On

the outbreak of the War in 1939 and’the (off':Lc:La.'L) severance of~

diplomatic relations bdtween 'Iraq and Germany, the Germans

trangferred most of' thelr propagande organ:l.satlon to the Itallan

1egata.on whose members were admirably situated to act as agents

and cour:.ers, and thn in 1939 the J aoa.nese opened a legation in

Baghdad - ostensibly to develop trade ‘between 'Iraq and Jepan =

their legation soon beceme another centre of Axis propagandas

"~ Meanwhile .in October 1939 the notorious ex-Mufti of Jerusalem =

eccompanied by a number of Palestinian and Syrian adherents =
arrived at Baghdad and essociated himself with the Itelian
legation. o ‘ \

In March 1‘91;0 : thePrJ.me Minister, N uri Paslda, resigned
and Rashld Al:. Al Ga:l.la.nl accepted the Prem::.ersh:x.p at the request
of the Regent. R'..sh:Ld AZL]. hed cons1derab1e experience as a ‘
politician. A lawye'r‘ by profession he became a Judge in the —~
"Iraqi Cou.rt of Appeal (1921) and 'he was mede Minister of the \\_/’) :
Interior in 1925 - from which he resigned on his electlon as
Pres:Ldent of the Cham'ber of Deputies. In 1927 he again he-
came Minister of' the Interior, and in 1925 he founded +the. Hizb
A1 Tkha (Brotherhood Party) which he joined to the Hizb Al
_Wata.ni'(National Party) in opposition to the Governmept. In
1930 he resigned with other Opposition members and in 1932 he -

wes appointed Chief Chemberlain and Private Secretary to King

- Faisul. On the resignation of the Prime Minister, Neji Shawkat,

G.81960 -
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* keting Minister of Justice.

: arrested and deported.

‘ Nat:.ona.l Defence ‘Government",

in 1933'“‘Rashid.Ali became Prime ]\h‘.nister, but resigned seven months
later, | In 1935 he again beceme Minister of the Interior and also
On the f‘ormatlon of the Nationalist
Govemment in 1926 Rashid 41i withdrew to Syr:.a with the former .
Prem::.er (Yass:.n Pasha.) 'He returned in September 1938 but was
The deportat:.on order Was, however,

cancelled on the appon.n‘t.ment of Nur:l. Pasha as Pr:.me Mlnlster in

.v '.‘x'.', :

1939 and Rash:l.d Ali then became’ Re:Ls of the Royal Diwan.

In August 1940 there were grounds for 'bel:.ev:.ng that

Ra.sh:Ld Al:n. was.reaching some form of rapprochement with the Lxds

Powers, and dur:_ng the ensulng months hJ.S pro-.A.x:Ls sympathies

became cons:.derably more marked. In J anue.ry 194-1 several of the

M:.n:n.sters res:n.gned e.nd were replaced by pro-Ax:.s sympe.th:.sers,.

PR e

but by tne end of that .month the pol:.tlcal situation had become

entlrely ch.,.ot:.c and Rashid Ali resigned. Thereai’ter he conspired

‘ W:Lth four Generals of .the army = (known as "the Golden Sq_uare")

and backed by German gold, he seized the supreme povier by a

' ""_021_19___@_9@ on 3 Lpril (1941) -and procla:.med himself "Chief of the

The lawf‘ul Regent H.R.H. The Emlr

" Abdulla Illah fled from Baghdad to the Royal Air Force station at

Habban:.ya whence he was flown to the port of Basra. and toadk refuge

in H.M.S. "Cockchafer", Reshid Ali now proceeded to stir up N

'ant:.-Brn.tJ.sh feeling, especielly among the Junlor off:Lcers of the
- 'Iraq:l. .Army with the result that the srmy and many of the people

" of the 'bowns, who were subjected to h:Ls propaganda, divided their

sympe.th:.es between Germany and their own country. On the other

hand the rural population was largely epathetic and was, no doubt,

‘wa:.t:l.ng for same visible sign of British counter-measures against

the rebel goverrment.

The 'Irag rebellion occurred at the very time when our
forces were vdthdrawing from Greeoe under the tremendous pressure
or' the .German in'berr\rention (on the failure of Italy to oonquer
that country); we were also being forced back from Cyrenaice by /

81960

1. This is an account wr:.t‘cen by .S/Idr A B, Dudgeon from his personal experiences
at Ha.bbam.ya during thé operations. ,



- 8Be . -
Rommel ‘and his “.Afr:.ka Korps“ a'nd:‘v'vithin-’ afew weeks we were
to e compelled to evacuate Crete. The trouble in 'Iraq could, -~
o therefore, have hardly occurred at & more ‘inamspiciocus moment for |
e with two adverse campaligns on our hands (and the imminent prospect
| o:f‘ a third An Crete) ) _the :n.naugurat:l.on of ‘& fresh campaign in’ the
M:dele ‘East was. anythlng Lbut welcome. “Tet it was essentlal that
o ‘ ‘Iraq should be held for upon :Lt depended in a great measure the
| : output of the northern 011-f1e1ds ‘and & ‘hostile government in
et ""Iraq m.ght well preclude our forces from protectmg the Persian Cf
B “-o:l.l-f‘:l.elds should these at any “time“Be threatened.‘ Moreover, the
" air route to: India pas.;ed through 'Irag:to Basra and.thence along ’
" the Pergian Gulf, and 1t was of the' first :meortance that this
vital link with Ind:.a and the East should be. preserved :an:.ola.te.»
'. Strength and D:LSpos:LtJ.ons of‘ the Royal Air Foroe
ACMe .. - In April (1914.1) the only units of the Roye.'l. Lir Force in
Longmore's '
.+ Degpatch 'Iraq (under; command of the 4.0.C., Air V:Lce-Marshal H.G. Smart,
"Royal &ir - - . ; 1
Force = O.'B‘.E. s DFLCo; A.F C. ) were No. 4 Service Flying Tra.:l.n:l.ng School
MiddZTe:
. Bast" _ ot Habbaniye,, No. 2y (Bomber) Squadron (Vincents) 2t Shaibeh
13 1\5@3.#}: ° (dituated: same sixteen mlles south-west of Basra), and a Commnication
A-—V—M - Flight of.3 Valentn.as at Habbanlya. No. l;. S'.F T.S. was equipped
D'Albiac's .
lsgp:r;t.n . w:.t'h '32:Audayxes, 8 Gordons, 29 Oxfords, 9 Gladlators and 1 Blenheim
' IrIaJ.q;' 2 A I, -and.rsomg_ Hart ;.:tralnere.’ ) The total number of all these aircraft
%Ey;h-’lB; .”which might-be employed operat:.onally was ?6, but of these the%
A' I J5/3)  “airoraft-of No. 4 s. F.i';s;"('%i%ri the exception of the 9 Gladistors
) and the single Blenhelm I) were of‘ obsolete or purely training
types. In add:l.tlon to these aircraft the Roya.l Air Force was -~
provided with one Armoured Car Company (comprising 18 armoured |
vehicles) af Hebbaniya end seven Companies of the 'Iraq Levies.
Strength of the Royal ‘Iragi Air Force
The Royel ’lraqi Air Force consisted of seven Squadrons,
- & Flying Training S‘choolha.nd an Aircraft Depot. The serviceable
ai"reraft of these Squadrons approximated some 60 machines and -~
1e 'nerea.fter referred. to as No. &4 S.F.T.S. It had _been transferred from Abu-

Sueir (Egypt) to Habbaniya in September 1939 in accordance with-a recommenda-
tion of the Overseas Command Conference held at Ceiro in November 1938 that

this transfer should take place in the event of war.
1938 and H.Q., R.A.F., M.E.

(File S.4715 of 24 Oct. ‘
Form 540, Entry of 30 Sep. 1939 - "Training").
G. 81960
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' Glachators, Breda 65's, Northrop 8.'s, Sevoia 79's and D.H. Moths.

9 .

comprised var:i.ous types including Pegasus-engined Audaxes, Vincents,
1

of 'these, 'bne Northrops, Savolas end Pegasu-,s-'-englned Audaxes con=

stltuted the bomblng un:.'bs Wha.le the Gladiators and six-gun Bredas

prov:l.ded an eff:l.clent flghter force. With the exception of the

Vincents of No. 24, (Bomber) Sq.ladron and the Gladiators and single

' 'Blenhe:un of No. l;. S.F.T,S. the aircraft of the Royal 'Iraqi Air

Foroe were of‘ superior performance to those of the Royal Air Force.

Ha.bbang,_‘z
- Under the terms 01 the Anglo-'Irag. Trea’ty of 1930 2 the
Brl'tlsh Government underﬁook to evacuate their air forces at Hinaidi -
and Mosul m.th:l.n f:.ve years of the caming into force of the Treaty

(1 932) and to move the R.A.F. units from thence to a base to be
‘selected west of the Buphrates.: Scveral sites were investigated
for th:.s purpoee and (in June 1932) a site was chosen ncar fgixe
village of El Dh:l.bba.n some fifty miles west of Baghded. . ThlS site
was located be‘-Woen a bend of the Euphrate.; and the Habbanlya. Plateau

- 80 callecl f‘rom its prox:.m:l.ty- to the Habbaniya Leke w]ru.ehr lle‘s near

‘the west bank of the river. . This large sheet of water (some two

hundred miles in area) formed = convenient landing place for
flying-boats of the air route from Bgypt to India. The village of

El Dhibban was conne,c‘bed with Beghded by -an existing road to the
3

tOf‘fT’l’lf‘-hlp of Falluga a.nd ‘thence across the desert to Baghrlade

In August 1933 the construot:n.on of this- new alr bese “was
approved: the first permenent buildings were ‘finished in Ju]y 193k,
the whole work being e'om_pleted in 1937. .. The lay=out extended for

same two and 'a'haflf,miles. aiong the riveriand included a large

- cantorment ‘for‘R‘t.‘A.F.,) cn.vo.ha_n employees (Buropean end Indian)

. end their femilies and the femilies of several Compeanies of the

! Iraq Levi.e Se

L] '

1. & complete summaxry of the strength and locat:l.ons of thc, units of the Royal
-~ 'Iragi Air Force - .4s at 15 Februery 1941 (transcrlbecl from Air H.Q. 'Iraq,
~ Fom 540, Entry of 31 Merch 1941, Appx. 8/3/41) is given in ippendix "A".
2, See psge k sSupra. (The air ba.;e in the Besra area was selected at Sha:x.bah)
3. Situated approx. Ml mles cast of * Habboniye.
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’

The principal features of the R.4.F. stetion (the Head-

. querters of the R.a.F. 1n'Iraq)

, aerodrane with tarmac runweys 600/800 yards long end 50 yerds wide

.. repair shops, a Supply Depot and

. Hospital and a leteorological Station, in addition Jto the usual

were a high water tower, an

Fuel and Ammunition Dumps, &

™

_. with six hangars (300 feet by 150 feet), an Aircraft Depot with two

edministrative offices and barrack blocks. The station was con-

sidered e model of its kind; it had 2ll the amenities of a peace-

time centorment with e polo ground, golf course, social club and \(‘3

swimming pool, and rows of shady trees which were planted elong

the: neatly leid out avenucs.

CY

N

, On. its northern and eastern boundaries thc station was:

protected by the Euphrates but on the south and west it

possessed no natursl artificial berriers in the event of Aa‘n.',assa.ul.t

A=V by ground troops, and moreover it was dominated by the Plateen from
D'Albiac's . : . - o - ! =

Report - which a hostile Tforce could launch an attack with virtual impunity.
"Ops* in C L S S S c S L
'Irag, 2 to Furthermore, all the essential services such as the water supply,
(A.H.B. sanitation and cooking facilities were powered by electricity-depend-

"IL J3/3)

ent on one power station which was sited in an extremely vulnereble

position. In fact, Hebbaniye was designed as a purely peace~-time

>s1:a1.:ion, its only ocxtificial defence being a seven mile perimeter

of steel fencing for protection ageinst ma.rauders..1

In April 194

1. The unes‘bion of the stratégic position, of Hebbaniye had been discussed at a
' meeting of the Committee of “Imperial Defence on 28 July 1933 in consideration
-of a point raised at & meeting of the Chiefs of Staff Sub-Cormittee thet the

site was unsound strategically. The Secret

ary of State for War, Lord

Hellshem, was epprehensive as to "the difficulty and dangers of extricating

the Royal Air Force in the event of trouble in 'Ireq" which would be located.

(et Hebbeniya) 600 miles from the Mediterranean and 400 miles from Basra,

vhereas an air bese on the coast (e.g. Basra) would be secure from s militory

aspect and could be easily evacuated, (File 5.30006, Part III). Lord A
Hailsham was, however, enviseging a situation which might arise if 'Iraqg it-

self were unfriendly, but - as pointed out b
Air, Lord Londonderry - such & situation was

y the Secrctary of State for
'not contemplatéd when the

(D

Committee of Imperial Defence discussed the natter. (Letter: Lord Hailsheanm
to Lord Londonderry and Lord Londonderry's reply: : of 10' and 12 Oct. 1933:
Ibid/. It mey be added that such a situation would in any case appear to. .

be beyond the, terms of reference for while t
force no hostile act hy the 'Iraqi Governmen

he Anglo-"Iraq Treaty was in
t against our forces could

P

reasonably be contempleted and would, no doubt; mever have-ocdurred but for )

the’ outbreak of wer with the hxis Powers. °

Similarly,. the question:of the

defdnceés of Hebbaniys (except, perhaps,. egainst recaelcitrant tribesmen who,
it was reasonable to suppose, would be suppressed by the 'Iragi: Govermment) .
was a matter of little consequence, our forces being adequately safeguarded

by the existence of the Treaty.
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1.,
the line of comnupioa‘bion to Basra hdd. not been established. thus
compelling the garrison to rely upon its own resources in the event
of an attack. | | |

‘ In eddition to iHabbaniya the Royal iir Force had stetions
at Shaibah and Basrs and a Base Supplies and Transport Depot at Basra.

Arrival of British Troops

The disquieting oceurrences at Baghdad in April 194.%
decidéd I-'I.M..Govermnent to send troops to 'Iragq, and for this purpose
a convoy of troops which was on its way from Karachi (India) to
Mélaya ﬁas diverted to Basra. These forces comprised the H.G., of
the 10th Indian Division, the 3rd Eield Regiment R.A. and the 20th
Infentry Brigaede, under command of Major-Genersl W.A.K. Fraser,
C.B., 0.B.E., D.S.0., M.V.O., MC. (éxonmanding the 10th Indian
Infantry Division‘). On 16 April the British Ambassador informed
Reshid Ali that our Goverment intended to sveil itself of the
focilitics granted under Vthe Anglo-'Iraq Treaty for the passggé of
troops through the 'Iragi lines of ‘communication and that the
disembarkation of these troops would take place at Basra in the
immediate ‘f‘uture. As Rashid Ali hod accepted the obligations of
the Treaty on his assumption‘ of office he could only agrée to the
disemba;.rka’cion unless he wes preparécl to offer armed resistence
vhich was, presumably, too drastié a step for him to take without
direct material support from the Axis Powers which, at that time,
he lacked. . The matter was debated on the next doy (17 April) at a
joint meeting of the 'Iraqi Cabinet and Defence Council vhich
decided that peimission s'houlcl be given for the disembarkation.

The convoy (with Naval escort) arrived on 18 April and the
disembarkotion of the troops took place without incident under
éover of the Vincent eircraft of No. 24 Syuadron from Sheibeh, six
Audax and four Gordon aircraft heving also been sen‘t:. to Shaibah
aé a reserve force in case that base were attacked.

In addition to these forces 400 mén of the 1st Battalion
The King's Own Royel Regiment were flown from Karachi to Shaibah
by Douglé.s end Valentiz circraft of No. 31 (Transport) Squadron,

end arrived on 17 and 24 April. They were then flown to Habbaniye.
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bomb loeds.

" Preparetions =t Hebbaniye

In the meentime preparations cgoinst possible hostilities
Vhad been mede et Hebbaniya which included putting No. 4 S.F.T.S. on
a War footiné. The personnel of the School congisted of = smell
body of instructors (including some members of the Royel Greek Air
FOI‘CG)1 2 number of pupils and groﬁnd:pers‘onnel, - Same thirty~five
of the instructors fere pilots but they had done no more than cir-
cuits and landings for some time while = few of them hed either
flown vexy little.forisame yeers past or had campleted eon. excessive
.amount of operational flying and had been sent to Habbaniys for a

well-earned rest. As it so happened the initial treaining course

wes nearing its end and all the training eircraft which cculd be

"utilised in en operational cepacity were now fitted to carry extra

The fudaxes - which normally carried a wor load of

20 1b bombs - were equipped with universal racks which epabled them
to cerry two 250 1b bombs, and an ingenious fitment was hade to

the Oxfords which allowed them to carry eight 20 1b bombs¢2 The
Gbrdons = which were target;toﬁing eircreft - Were,fittgd with
univegﬁal racks and;,like the ﬂudaxes, could now carry e loed of

two 250 1b bombs. On the completion of these adjustments
satisfactory test flights.were mede, and én extensive course of

instruction in bomb-ziming and air gunnery wos begun for those

pupils who were normelly sbout to stert on the sdvanced training

-Ccourse.,

Precautionary Mbasures by the R.AWF.

Meenwhile on 2 &pril (the day on which H.R.H. The Regent
fled from Baghdad) armoured car petrols and observatioﬁ so5ts were
established on the Habbaniya = Falluje roed as a precautionary
measure.

On the seme day Sir Kinahan Cornwallis, K.C.M.G., C.B.,

D.S.0. (who was succeeding Sir Basil Newton, X.C.l.G. as H.M.

o~
N

1. In Januery (1941) a scheme for treining pilots of the Royzl Greek Air Force
was inaugurated and some Greek officers with o number of pupils were sents

to the School.

dates).

(fir H.Q. Iraq Form 540, BEntries of 1 Jen.lt and subsequent

2+ The Oxfords were supposed to be unsuitable for éar:ying bombs of an; useful

weight because the tail fins of the
banb well.

20.1b. bombs fouled the reer end of the
The new fitment consisted of a smell disteance pizce to lLower the

reer end of the rack which allowed the tail fins to project about 1% inches

below the fuselage and thus clear the obstruction.
Defence of Habbaniya" - A.H.B. II.J3/2).

(8/Ldr. Dudgecnis “The

» G.81960



13.
© Ambassador to 'Iraq) arrived at Hebbaniya by a British Overseas
r’;\ o Airways Goxporatibn' flyihg’;boat and proceeded to Baghdad. On the
following day (3 April) eircraft of No. 4 S.F.T.S. made
reconnaissance patrols between Ramadi! and Beghdad, and these
' reconnaissahces = in addition to the armoured car patrols - were
continued dﬁring the next few days.
s/lar. * About this time a large scale photographic mosaic Was
Dudgeon's ‘ . Ce )
- "The Defence made of Baghdad city and of Rashid (Baghded) aerodrome by one of
‘ o of Habbaniya" o o P :
N~ (A.H.B, ~ the Oxford aircraft of No. 4 S.F.T.S. A photograph was also
II J3/2) T :
teken of Falluja by an Audax aircraft and most of the pos‘sible
targets within striking range were oataiogued. ileanwhile at
Hebbaniya the golf ‘course = on which the bunkers were flattened -
was joined to the polo grourd théreby forming an additional air-
© craft disper.s:ai grdﬁnd;

" Supply and Maifitenance

Air H.Q. : 7 As 'éli‘éé.dy stated the Base Supplies and Transport Depot
'Iraq . - S

(Supplies of the Royal Air Force was situated at Basra. In case of

and S .

Transpc);rt hostilities the following precautionary measures were taken to
Branch .

Entries - " ensure that the nccessary suppliecs of food and petrol would be
of 10/12 : o

and 30 available at Shaibah and Habbaniya:-

Apl-lﬂ. Rations On 10 April a 4sﬁb-sup'p2lydepot was fomed at Shaiba.}q
and three months reserve rations were transferred’ tli’léj:"é,
and on the next dgy all reservé rations (except two
months supplies for thé personnel a'I:iBasra 2) were also
sent to Shaibsh. Meanwhile an order wes sent to India.
- for 45,000 rations at Field Service scale.

At Habbaniya the peréonnel consisted of 2, 200 trodps? and

.

some 9,000 civiliens (Europeans,- Indians, and Assyrians).

On 30 April an inventory of rations was made end a scale

‘dravm up in case of a Cui'tai.hnent of.v: supplies from Basra.
Fuel The D.T.D. petrol stocks at Shaibah were increased to

‘ 21;., OdO ga’ilons, and 10,000 gallons of  1 00 Octane fuel

were laid down for mixing with D.T.D. 230 petrol so »é.s ’

1. A township situated epproximately 15 miles west of Habbaniya. -
2. From 14 May the Army undertook the supply of food for the Basra area.

G.81960
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to produce 90 Octane petrol if required. On 30 April

& further 50,000 gallons of D.T.D. 230 petrol were laid ~~

tion of operational requirements.
The existing stocks of petrol at Habbaniya were
(epparently) sufficient. The petrol was kept in. two
- petrol storagé compounds (knovm"as MAM ‘gnd "BM) from
1 which the t?.nkers for refuelling aircraft were supplied.
- The AircraftA Depot for the Royal Air Force, 'Irag,
(situated at Habba.niy,a.") was capable of perfdrming major overhauls
and repairs. Rei:lenishment of aircraft for 'Irag was made
normally -by, R.ALF. Headquarters, Middle East.. |

The R.A.FP. and Reinforcement

As a result of reports of considerable movements of
'Iraqi troops in the Basra and Baghdad areas on 8 _April, five
Squadrons and one Flight of Gladiators (totalling 48 aircraft)
were formed from No. 4 S.F.T.S. and made practice flights over
Remadi and Falluja.. Reconnaissance patrolsiwere thenceforward
cerried out deily as the politicel situation deteriorated.

Meonwhile on 6 April the 4.0.C. 'Iraq had requested
4ir Headquarters,Middle East,that immediate consideration should be
given to'the question of land and eir rcinforcements, but in view
of the situation in Iibya and the Cemman abtacks on Yugo-Slavie and
Greece no reinforcements could be spared. . On 14 April the 4.0.C.
'Traq again requested reinfqrqements of one bém'ber Squadroh and
one (modern) fighter Flight for a few days in case Reshid Ali
decided to oppose the landing. of British troops at Basra.1 | As
21l the Middle Best aircraft were sctively engaged on critical
operations none could be spared,for 'Iraq but the 4.0.C.-in-C.,
4ir Mershal Sir A.M. Longmore, K.C.B., D.S.0., promised s small
reinforcement in the event of Rashid 41i meking active opposition

Yo the landing of the troops. On the following day (15 April)

~

N,

"/

1. See pageqq supra.

G. 81960
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15,
the 4.0.C.~in~C. decided to send & reinforcement of nine Wellingtons
end six Glediators before the'anticipated evecuation of Grecce =
which wes then elmost 2 certainty - would have time to influgnce
the 'Iraqi Goverrment, and to visit Habbaniya himself on .17
April, although he did not consider-that‘Rdshi& 411 would in faot
resort to active opposition. The Air ifinistry, however, did not
egree to these proposals: they could not understand how the |
Welllnﬂtons and Gladietors could be spared, espceially as” the
n.O.C.—ln-C. did not antlclpate any opposition from Rashld Ali,
and they congidered that the 4.0.C. 'Iraq had a considerable
number of aircraft which could be used if necessary. The AiO.C.-'
in-C. therefore cancelled the move of the Wellingtons to

Habbaniya but sent the six GladiatorS'(escorted by one Wellington

. with spares etc.) as the only aircraft at Habbaniye were those of

No. L S.F.T.S. and the situation was hourly becoming more

threctening. The six Gladiators and the Wellington arrived at

Hobbaniya on 19 April heving been delsyed en route owing to bad

weather and to a dameged teil wing of the Wellington.

‘gourse of Eventg ifrow 21 ipril

Meenvhile two further convey ships with ancillary troops
of the first convoy were cxpected to arrive at Basre on 28 JZpril.
On 21 April the British Ambassedor received = note fram the 'Iraq.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that no further British troops were to
be landed at Basre until the main force (which had disembarked on
18 April1) hed passed across the frontier out of 'Iraq, Neverthe—
less it was decided that the landing of tﬂese ancillary troops
should proceed and that retaliatory action should be taken by

H.M. shipe if the passage of the convoy up river were Qpposed.2

1. See pageq1 supra.
"2+ The port of Basra is 31tuated on the Shatt-al-Arab River (formed by the

conflucnce of the Tigris and Euphrates
the coast.
to proceed up river to cover the passage of the convoy to Basra.
landing of the troops was sanctioned by the British Foreign Office
authorised the use of force,-
540, Entry of 29 Apl. '41).

at 41 Qurna) approx. 48 miles from
"Worra" and "Falmouth! were ordered
The
which

(Ibid Appx.29/1/41/2 to Form

H.M. ships "Cockchafer",

if necessery.



16.

Ibid

Appx, 29/
4/1/1 to
Form 540
Entry of
29 Apl.*}1

Tbid -
Form 540
Entries of
26 - 29
Aplo '41

A=V}
D'Albiac's
Report
"Ops in 'Iraq"
2 = 31 May 41
(A.H.B,
II J.3/3)

and
Air H.Q.
'Trag
Form 540
Entries of .
29 Apl '},
and sub-
sequent
dates,

&/ Lar,
D.fgeon's
"T'n> Defence
or Habbaniya"
(A,H.B.

II J.3/2)

Air H,Q.
'Treq

Form 540
Entry of
30 Apl. ')A

On 29 April the convoy reached Basra without any opposition,

In the meantime, on 27 April, Colonel Roberts (¢.S.0.1,

10th Indian Division) had arrived at Habbaniya by air from Basra,

and during the

Regiment was flowm to Habbaniya from Shaibah, Meanwhile the air

next two days the Battalion of the King's Own Royal

striking force at Shaibah had been strengthened (at the request

of the G.0.C.,

of No. 4 S.F.T,

In view of the increasing tension the British Ambassador

General Fraser) by a Detachment of three Gladiators

S.

had advised all British women and children to' leave Baghdad, and

on 29 April - after the Ambas

sador had obtained Rashid Ali's

consent to the evacuation - some 230 women and children were.

conveyed to Habbaniya R

an Oxford aircraft from I

convoy.

army comprising Hechanised Artillery,
armoured cars and lorry-borne

and by davm (on 30 April) was in possession of the plateau to the

During that night a consg

south of the Habbaniya cantonment,

mainly in Royal Air Force transport while
e 4 S.P,T,8, (fi_tted with wircless and
‘in communication with Habbaniya ) Vkep'b continuous watch over the
' iderable force of the 'Iraqi
Bren gun carriers,

Infantry moved out from Baghdad

The appearance of the 'Iraqi troéps necessitated

prompt action on the part of the garrison.

No« 4 S.F.T.S. was

immediately placed on a war basis by moving the Oxfords and

Gladiators to the end of the row of hangars furthest from the

plateau while the Audaxes were moved to the polo ground to

operate from there,

The aircraft were then loaded with bonbs

and one machine was sent to reconnoitre the pPlateau to obtain

information of the composition of the 'Iragi forces.

Id

Meanwhile

a message was sent to Shaibah recalling the three Gladiators and

also three Audaxes which had been sent there on detachment,

Farly in the morning the Commander of the

force sent one of his officers "to the A.0.C

'Iraqi

. With the demand that

no movements either ground or air were to take place from the

cantonment,

and in spite of every effort made by the A,0,

This demand could not, of éourse, be entertained

Ce with the 'Iraqi

m

Sl

G.81960
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Commander and also by the British /imbassador (who was kept
' 1nformed by w1re1ess'communlcatlon Nlth the A.O.C. of the course
of events) w1th the 'Iraq; authorltles at Baghdad, the 'Iraq;
 'troops 1nvest1ng Hdbbanlya refused to w1thdraw. In‘factﬁ
Adurlng these abortlve negotlatlons reconnaissance flights by’
Nb. 4 S.r.T S. alrcraft reported that the 'Traqi forces

~threaten1ng Habbanlya were belng increased by a steady flow of

reinforcements and that their trqops had also occupied Falluja.

Ibid : At 08.55 hours the A.O.C.,(Iraq-signalled the As0eCo-
Appx, 30/1/ ' '
41/4 : . in-C, M1dd1e East reportlng the situation and requesting an
Entry of
- 30 Apl.'l1 '1mmed1ate dlrectlve and 1nformat10n as to the :possibility of

41/5

re:mforoem.ents.1 Meanwhile the British Ambassador had: 51gnalled

- Ibid’ the Forelgn Office that he considered the 'Iraqi threat as an act
. Appx, 3/

of war Whlch Justlfled 1mmed1ate air action and that he was

demandlng an immediate w1thdrawal of the 'Iraqi forces.2

A-C-M - | In response to the A. O C's signal a detachment of
Longmore's
Déspatch elght Wellingtons of No. 70 (Bomber) Squadron was ordered
"Royal Air =
Force Mid: from Egypt to Shaibah and arrived on the followingfdmyv(ﬂeMay).
East" - o '
1 Jan.'l1 to - They were followed on the next day (2 May) by a detachment of
3 May 'M1 ' ‘

and. ten Wellingtons of No. 37 (Bomber) Squadron also from Egypt,

AN, .
D'Albiac's’ and other reinforcements arrived at Habbaniya on 3 May and
Report. ' ' ' ‘

nops

in” V subsequent aates.3 - Group Captain Macdonald was sent by Air

G«81960

1e

The A.O Ce .had con51dered 1ssu1hg an ultimatum for withdrawal to the 'Iraql"

,,Commander, but in view of our. policy up to that time and the improbability of
- receiving early reinforcements he had decided to defer taklng offen31ve

2¢

3e

action until the 'Iragis opened fire.  (Ibid).

.The full text of this signal is ‘as follows:-

. "Regent unreasonable, A.0.C. 'Iraq has my fullest support. I would like to
go further and oonslder this threatening as an act of war which Justifies
immediate air agtion. I would prefer not to try and persuade 'Iragis to.
withdraw their force., It will only postpone the evil day. This country
has been in preparation of fifth column devised for some time and nothing .
.but sharpest lesson will give us a chance of restoring control in our
favour, Purther, Germans may arrive any day and soon it may be too: lake
to act. The 'Iraq Government by this provocative action has given.us a
fine chance of acting foreibly with full justification and I hope we shall
not let it slip.s I 'do not recommend any action at Basra at present unless
provocation is given. In expressing these views I have had no time to
~consult G.0.,Cs or A.0.C. Pending your decision whether issue should be
forced I am protesting strongly to 'Irag Government and while reserving
full right to further action I am demanding immediate withdrawal of forces'

On 3 May a Detachment of four Blenheim IV's of No. 203 (Genteral Reoonnalssanpe)

Sqdn. arrived at Habbaniya from Egypt, and thereafter a Detachment of six

Gladiators and seven Hurrlcanes of No. 94 (Fighter) Sqdn, from Egypt and of

No. 8% (Bomber ) sqdn. (comprlslng thlrteen Blenheim IV's) from Palestine.

(Ibid ,



18,

'‘Iraq 2 - 31 Headquarters, Middle East, as 0.C. Air Forces at Shaibah (under
) Ma.y '41 “, - e B : - . . . v
(A.H. B.j - the A.0,C. 'Iraq) to act independently in the event of communications ~ )
II J3/3 S

- being disrupted between Shaibah and Habbaniya,

Meanwhile a warning order was issued to all units at

Habbaniya stating thaﬁ ’Iraqi troops (including Artillery, tanks

and armoured cars) had surrounded the _cantonment and that the

units as deta:.led in the order Would stand by to counter-attack

outs:Lde the ca.ntonment should the necessity arise, The three . m

C—ladla’cors wh:l.ch had been sent to Sha:n.'bah on 26 April were sen'&

back to Habban:.ya and arrived in the afternoon. " In the meant:ure

'Iraq:L relnforcements were still arriving and air reconnalssance

'reports showed that the positions which the rebel forces occupied

on the plateau and at-Falluja were being extended and strengthened, .

During the night various transport movements of the 'Iraqi were

seen but no attack was offered; meanwhile all posts around the

cantonment perlmeter were manned and the mobile units were on call

at the shortest notice.

At dawn the next day (1 Moy) our aircraft made &

further reconnaissance to report on the disposition and movements

of the 'Tragi forces Whlle defence measures in and around the

cantonmen’c were being perfected At the same time the f:l.rst

convoy of the evacuated Br:!.tlsh women and children were flown to

Basra in Douglas aircraft of No. 31 (Transport) Sc;[uad:r'on1 and

Valentias of the Communication Flight. Meanwhile the A.0.C. had

received a copy of a directive signal from the Foreign Office to

Air H.Q. our Ambassador which stated - "The position must be restored. U
'Ira'q- 3 ' : . \_/
-Apﬁx. 1/5/ 'Iraqi troops must be withdrewn without delay. You have full

51/2 to - ‘ , A

Form 540 - authority to take any steps you, think necessary to ensure this,

Entry of

1 May ‘11 including air attack., A.0.C. must act on own authority if you

"have no direct communication with him".  After further

commmnication with the Ambassador and conferences by the 4.0.C.

) and his senior officers it was decided to attack the tIraqi at f.\

dawn on the following morning without issuing an ultimatum, -

The dec:Ls:Lon not to issue an ultlmatum was due

to the fesr that

1e This Sqgdn. had brought the X,0.R.R. from Indin (see page 11

supra.). o
' G.81960
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any warning gf.our‘intentions would bé uséd by the investing
fofces_as an opportunity to forestall the attack and might well
lead to the 'Iragi denying the Royal Air Force the use'of bheir |

bomber aircraft which were their only real offensive wea;pon.1

Plan of Operations

~ The primaxry object of thé Habbaniya garrisoﬂ was to
dnive tﬁe 'Iraqi forces sufficiently far from the cantonment to
prevent them from sﬁbjecting it to continuous artillery bombard-
ment.  With this end in vieWw orders were issued that all
available airéraft at Habbaniya were to maintain continuoué
attacks on local objectives throughout the coming day (2 May),
priorit& of objectives~béihg gﬁns, AF,V's, érmoured:cgrs,
road convoys and troop concehtrations; ana the 0,C, Air Fdfces,
Sﬁaibah, was instructed to employ the Wéllingtons of Nos. 37
and 70 Squadron Detachments in bombing local targets'fhréughopt’,
the day as often as possible, the same prior%ty of targets5 1
being given as at Habbaniya. After all préparations for the
attégk had becen made the A.0.C. received the’followiné signal . .
from the Prime Minister:- "Tf ybu have to strike, strike hard.

Use all necessary force",

"Geheral Outline of Operations During the Rebellion,

The military operations duringvthe bourse of-the“lraq
rebelliion fall into three main phases, naﬁei HE ‘
i. The siege of Habbaniya and the action at Sin E1
" Dhibban.”
2. The capture of<Falluja. R
3. The advance on Baghdad (culminating in the request by'
the 'Iragis for an armistice).
In the first phase the major psrt of the operat§0ns
devolved upon the Royal Air Force, and during the-second_and ‘
third phases a considereble part of the main effort had te be

directed against the 'Iraqi(army in support of our grpﬁnd

1. The detailed development of the situation from the arrival of the 'Iraqgi
forces at Habbaniya until the outbreak of hostilities on 2 May is given-in .
diary form in Appendix "B" (transcribed from Appendix "C" of A-V-M D'Albiac's

Report "Ops in 'Iraq", 2 - 31 May '41.

(AH.B, II J3/3).)

2« Situated spproximately 1% miles south-cast of Habbaniya.
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forces owingjto thoirpnumerical weakness, and also to the -~ :
great importance of re-establishing the Regent in Baghdad at .
an early date. While these military phases were in progress
there were also two distinct phases in the air situation, vizs-
1« The ‘neutralisatio_n and virtual destruction of the
'Iragi Adr Force (which was accomplished after six
. .
days' operations), . -~
. 2. The lntervention of the German Air Force after the : \\\;///'
action at Sin E1 Dhibban, its neutralisation by
the Royal Air Force and its final elimination on

the collapse of the 'Iraqi revolutionary government.

Adr Defence of Habbaniya

CAir H.Q. - In the unavoidable absence of an organised advanced
'Iraq - . ‘ I ’

Form 540 Observer Screen to report the approach of enemy aircraft, a
Entry of ‘

10 May '41 system of Roof Spotting was inaugurated, the Spotter's post
4ppx, 10/5/ . , : S
41/3 being on the top of the Air Headquarters building, In order
to ensure that the standing fighter patrol over Habbaniya was
informed without delay'of the approach.of enemy aircraft the
systen was improved (on 10 May) as follows:- )

The Spotter's post was linked by a direct telephone

line to the Radic Telephony Ground Statlon1 to which the Spotter

was to report the approximate position, height and course of
approaching enemy aircraft (or the bursting of bombs in the, -
cantonﬂent if the attacking aircraft had not been seen) . The
Radio Telephony ‘Ground Station would then pass the information .

™ r

to the standing fighter patrol in the air.

v

1. This telephone line was also connected to No. 17 anti-aircraft gun position.

G.81960
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-18 Aﬁnoured Cars-

2%,

IT - THE SIEGE OF HABBANIYA

’ By the mornlng of 2. May our air reconnalssances had ,

estimated that the 'Iraq:. forces in the v1<31n1ty of Habbanlya

 were as follows:-

One Infantry Bra.grade plus two Mechanised Bat“cal:.ons |
One uechanlsed -drtillexry Brigade (twelve 3. 7" how:.tzers)

One Field ;xrtlllery Brigade (twelve 18 prs. and four
L 5" How:.‘bzers) :

One Mechanlsed Iuach:.ne Gun. Company
One nntl—ﬂlrcraxtﬂﬂnbi-Tank Battery
One IvIech‘anis'e'd Signal Company C
.Twelve Armoured ‘Gars. | |
The forces were. dlsposed meinly on ‘the platean

and -astride the ba,ghda.d road, with two (or more ) guns. north of

the B Buphrates and some troops (poss:Lbly one Compa.ny of Inf’an‘tzy) |

at Falluja. There was ai so one Brigade of I‘:Leld Artlllcry
(horsc,—aramn) en route from Baghdad to- Fallu.ja. -
. The British ground forces at Hebbaniya ci‘ﬁﬁpris'e'd:-—-
" One (weak) Battalion of the I;.'-';.O»..R.R»' :

Six companies of the ! Iraq Levies k(on‘ly four of which, the
assyrian Companies, could be considered reliable

‘Three Sec“tions of R.ALF. Armoured Cars

One comof\sn.te Company of R.A.F. pcrsonnel formed. 1nto a
Mob:.le Infantry Reserve :

There were aloo a small nu.n'ber of trench- uortars, 'but ne guns.
The total of these i‘orces aporox:mated 2,200 ‘men and
they Were placed under the command of Colonel
Roberts who. remained ot Habbam.ya dur:mg the sn.ege.
As alrec.dy stated, the hoyal Lir Force at Habban:u.ya
consisted of the aircraf‘t of No. 4 S.P.T.S. and tht.e'three-‘_g v
Velenties of the Comummication Flight., On the pfévipu; day (1

May) the aircreft of No. & - 8.F.T.S. were f‘o:lfmecl into en Air

VStI‘J.lCLng Force undcr command - of the 0.C. No. L S F.T.8., the

squadrons belng re-formed as Iollows'—-'

g squadron - Oxf‘ords and . Gordons'

'“B" Squadron - .r\.udaxes
"C" Squedron -~ Audaxes V
"D" Squedron - Gladiators
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A-V-M | The 0.C. of the Air Striking Force (Group Captain Saville) -~
D'Albiac's ' ‘
Report was given operational control of all aircraft at Habbaniya and of -
;iﬁ:ﬁg - ‘ any reinforcexﬁents which might be sent thers, while Group Ceptain
?l.ll\{'f?%.hﬂ | Macdonald commended (under .the 4.0.C.) the reinforoing Detachments’
T Jj/j.) of Nos. 37 and 70 ‘Squadrons (Wellingtons) at Shaibah.’
Ibid ' ‘ The situation of the Habbaniya garrison Wa.é by no means
favourable: the- 'Iragi ground forces were in considerably greater .
strehgth both in bnumbers and equipment and they occupied strong - : \\V

tactical dispositions dominating the cantonment which (as already
A'statea) was designed as a purély peace~time stetion.2 On the
other hand the 'Iragi Air Force, though supérior in the éf_ficienc'y
of their aircraft to the Royal Air Force, was nbt considered ‘to be
a serious menace. |

The Commencement of Hostilities3 -

Before dawn (2 May) all the available aircraft at Habbaniya
were flying o‘(rer thefeneimr's pos‘itioné endeavouring to locate the
principal targets for the forthcoming attack, and at 05.00 ilours
the operations began with a bombardment by a force composed of 18
Audaxes, 9 Oxfords and 6 Gordons aSSisted by. G Wellingtons of
No. 70 Sguadron De:tachment which had been flown up from Shaibah.
Within a few 'minutes £he ‘enciny replied by shelling the aerodrome
and cantorment with their 18 pdr: guns and 4.5" howibzers snd with
enti-aircraft fire at our aircraft which Were flying at about |
1,000 feet to ensure accuracy of their bombing. . Several of our

aircraft received bullets through their cockpits end one’ of the

Oxfords was shot down in flames, the instructor pilot and his crew N

of two pupils béing killeds The pupils who were acting as ‘bomb
aimers and rear gunners were very eccurate in their attacks and

" carried out their work with commendsble skill and efficiency. |

1o No. 244 Sgdn. (at Shaibah) was under the operational control of the G.0.C. . "~

: troops, Basra, ‘ -

- 2. A sketch map of the enemy's dispositions as at 20.00 hours on 1 May is
eppended,  'Air H.Q. 'Irag = Entry of 1 May 41 - Avpx. 1 /5//19).

3. The authorities consulted on the siege of Habbaniya are Air H.Q. ‘Irag, Form
540 and Appxs; A-V-M D'Albiac's Report "Ops in 'Iraq' 2 - 31 May 41 (A.H.B.
IT J3/3), S/Idr. Dudgeon's "The defence of Habbaniys" (4.H.B. II J3/2), and
Forms 540/541 of the Sqdns. concerned. ' oo ‘

G. 81960
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-~ Several of ﬁhe sircraft orews were wounded but all managed to ge't .
their aircraft back to the aerodrome. ' One of the pilots was
‘shot through the jaw but in spite of his dengerous injury he
returned and mede a successful landing. The pilot of an Audax
received three bﬁllets through his shoulder, but his observer
(who ha.d. also been wounded) noticed that the aircraft was getting

out of control and succeeded in pulling the pilot back into en

’
( ,')
',
\, i
N
)

upright position: the‘pilot - Who wasksemi—conscious and could
only use his left hand - managed to land the Audax safely and then
fainted., lBy this time most of our aircraft had been hit and one
.Audax_ returned to the landing-ground with 52 bullet holes.
Meanwhile the Wellingtons‘ had attacked enemy positions

commanding the camp with 25 1b and 40 1b G,P. bombs which were
dropped from a heigh{: of '2, 000 feet inflicting serious damege
on the enemy. (The total weight of the bombs dropped was
22; 000 lbs). All the Wellingtons sustsained minor damage from
k'bullets and one made a forced landing on the aerodrome. An
attempt to salve this aircraft wes made by a tractor driver with
only the protection of an armoured car on either side of his
tractor. He drove in'bo the middle of the aerodrome under heavy

| shell fife and. managed to fix a rope round the tail wheel of the
aircraft, but before towing could be started the aircraft received
e direct hit a.hd burst into flames and had to be abandoned.

The tractor was put out of action but the driver escaped in one ‘

of the armoured cars. Imnediateiy afterwards the bombs in the

-~
v aircraft exploded and the machine was blown to pieces.

By abop.t 07.00 hours the enemy's shelling had become
less intense due to some of their guns having been put out of
action by our baombing, and by 10.30 hours their guns were firing
intermittently. The eerodrome was still in use but several of

-~ ’ our aircraft had been destroyed and our casualties in personnel -

numbered about forty inoluding four pilots and two observers. -
Same casuslties had also occurred among the King's Own Royal

" Regiment from a shell which landed in one of the trenches. By

Gs 8196d
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that time some enemy eircraft had arrived and hgd bombed and machine=-

gunned the ceamp but without much success..1 The enemy's fnoralé was r"\
| considerably higher than had been anficipated and owing to the
garriso_n;s lack of artillery the losses of our aircraft were in=-
creasing rapidly. Meanwhile our aircraft kept up as heavy a

pressure onbthe enemy as was possible considering our losses both

in aircraft and personnel. . The courage and devotion to duty

displayéd by our cAomparatively untrained pilots and air crews had ::\, =
:-a. conslderable effect on the general morale of the station. v

‘Meanwhile the normal sctivities. at the station were
precluded and as all civilian labour was detailed in the civil
centonment the work of the Supply Depot - p‘artiéularly with regard
to petrol for refuelling aircraft - was brought to a standstill.
However the C.0. of the Depdt, (Acting Squedron Leader F,B. King) -
assisted by Fij.ght ILieutenant Leesz who was sent to take charge of
No. "B" Petrol Compound - succeeded in refuelling the tankers
although they were exposed toA machine~-gun and shell fire.
By mid-day the attacks of the enemy's Bredas, Northrops,.

Savoias and Gladiztors had achieved.some moral effect on the
garrison: thié wa.s I;articularly noticeable in the case of the
Northrops which owing to their super:i.oi:' speed vs}erje immune from
interception by our remaiﬁing six serviceable Gladiators, the only
‘fighter sircraft available. One of the Gladiators did, however,
intefoept a S'avo.ia but, unfortunately, the Gladiator's guns jammed
at the critical moment and the Savoia escaped. Meanwhile the

Vs
hangars were being shelled fairly consistently and although our - :j"m

grounded aircraft were hidden from the enemy behind the hangars
several of the machines were riddled with splinters. Those air-
.craft which were on the poio ground were in better case as they V
~ Wwere screened from enemy observation by trees in the camp but none
- the less they received considerable shelling. The Oxfords,
Glediators and Gordons, which were using the mein aerodrome, had to ﬁ

be very quick when taking the air: they were started up behind the

1. In a low level bambing attack the enemy used 20 1b H.E. bombs whith, it was
believed, had been purchssed from the British. {(4ir H.Q. 'Ireq, Armement
Brench, Form 540, Entry of 2 May 41), . - : -

- 2. Flight Lieutenant Lees was the Movements Staff Officer. . G. 81960
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hangars and then took off by opening their throttles while still
inside the pefimet’er gates, éhot out on to the asrodrome already
well under way, irrespedtive of the wind, and then made a steep
climbing turn:: awey fx;'om the plateau as soon as they were airborne.
On' returning to the zerodrome the appréach wes made over the
camp with a s;teep turn between the hangars to avoid thel enemy
pqm—-‘pans, and 2 ianding made on the texying strip, the eircra.f‘.t
turning inside the gates and round a corner qf one of the
hangars at about 20 m.p.h.

Meanwhile four Wellingtons of 'No. 37 Squadron Detachment
had arrived jov‘er Habbaniya and hed attacked enemy gun -positions,
¥/T end armoured vehicles concentrated on the escarpment south of

the camp. Level and shallow dive attacks were made with 250 1b

'H.E. bombs fram 4,000 to 1,000 feet, over 9,000 1bs of bombs

being droppéd. Hits were scored on a gun position, armoured
lorries and a tank; 'none of the Wellingtons was dameged.

At 16.00 hours- an urgent request for feinforcements of
Hurricanes was sent to Air Headquarters, Middle East. Twenty-
two of our a;'.rcraft had been put out of action and also the
emergency wireless station. A reply was receivéd that six
Fighter Blenheins' ,v;oulc'l be sent as .soon as possible from Air
Headquarters, Palestine and Trans-Jordan. (In fact four of
these aircraft errived on the f‘ollowing dey - 3 May).

At:‘IB.'OO hours five Wellingtons of No. 70 S.q.tadron
Detachment aﬁtacked enemy gun pésitibn*s overlooking the camp with |
250 1b. GeP. bombs: two of the guns were silenced and the
Wellingtons then dived' down and machine-gunned ﬁhem. . One of
the Wellingtons was dam'a.géd and landed at Habbaniya; it was
repeired (under enemy artillery fire)‘ and was ready for flying
before dawn the next morniﬁg. | ' A

. At 21.115 houfs a signel was sent to Shaibah giving
operational ofders for the Wellingtons for the following day.
By that time the enemy hed ceased their attacks but they shi:wed'

no signs of retiring fronm their positions. S '

1« From No. 203 Squadron Detachment,

G+81960
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During the first day of the siege:the sircraft of No. L

S.F.T.S. had made 193 sorties, and had dropped 16% tons of bombs,

and the Wellingtons. of Nos. 37 and 70 Squadrons had ‘made L end 13

' sorties réspectively and hed dropped some 4 tons and 1 5 tons of

bombs. ! Our aircraft losses (destroyed) ‘at Habbaniya were one

'Wel]_'i.ngton, one Gordon and one Oxford on the ground, and one

Oxford end one Hart in the air;
daméLged. Our casualties were 1
L personnel of the 'Iraq Levies

dey (2 May) two Vincents of No.

several other aircraft had been
3 dead and 29 wqi.md\ed, including
ahcl 9 civilians. On the same

24)y. Squedron (Shaibah) hed attacked

and cut the Shaibeh - Ur Reilway at Glubaishya?, destroyed a

machine-gun nest end attacked enemy troop concentrations and

trenches, dropping over 2,000 1bs of bonﬂas.'3 .Heavy anti-aircraft

fire was encountered .and one of

our aircraft was shot down, its crew

being rescued by the other Vincent. Two other Vincents raided

o)
enemy entrenchments at Qurmat Ali*; one of these Vincents was

also lost.

[

At the end of this first dey's operations the morele of

the enemy forces still appeared

to be very high in spite of the

heavy air bomberdment to which they' had been subjected, and it

was evident that they hed no intention of withdrawing. At the

seme time it was clear that the

denger than had been feered and

cnemy'!s guns were much less of a

it scemed improbzsble that the

'ehemy would make a determined assault on the camip.  During the

(-3

next few deys, therefore, a proportion of the 'R.A.P's main effort

was dirécted against the enenyy Air Force and the beses and lines

of communication of their Army.

The successful attack by No.

24 Squadron on the Shaibsh - Ur Reilwey was emileted by

Wellingtons on Rashid aerodrome

and the "bund" at Falluja,” apd

by Blenheim Fighters (of No. 203 Squadron Detachment) egainst

=

1.

2.
Se

The types of bombs dropped by the aircraft
are not recorded, but presumably they used
bage12 supra. ‘

of No. 4 S.F.T.S8. during the siege
th;e types of bombs mentioned on

Situated approx., 39 miles north-west of Shaibah. . : . ’
The type of bombs and height from which dropped by this Squadron sre not
- recorded, - .

bo
5

Situated approx. 12 miles of Shaibah, -
With the object of flooding the Habbaniya =
the enemy's lines of communication.

Falluje road and thus disrupting
G.81260
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‘aircraft at Roshid aerodrome, Baghdad airport and other importont
enemy centresa.

| Second Dé‘y‘ of the Siege (3.iMay)

.In the early hours of the morning of 3 May the enemy
shei_l._:.'v_lfed‘ the cemp with »;Gheir 2;..5" howitzers but ceased at 05.00
hours. ~ Shortly before this every eveileble aircreft of Now 4
S.F.T.S. began a‘btacks:qn the enemy which they rmaintained. :
fhroughout the day. Four Wellingtons of No. 70 Squadron Detach= |
‘ment from Shaibzsh QQ'-'-operat,_ed by maintaining a protective patrol
over Habbaniya fram ﬂ'.oo t0 19415 hours and by bombing the
bridge at Falluja and enemy positions on the Habbaniye platesu
with 250 1b G.P. bombs fyom 3,500 to 1,000 feet. IHits were
“scored on gun positions and M/T on the Hab’baﬁiyé plateau and
Mildings; on the side of the bridge-head. at Fallujé were destroyed.
In the meantime three Wellingtons of No. 37 Squadron Detachinenf
had r‘aide_ad Reshid aevodrame at dawn, with 250 1b, 120 lb; and
containers of 40 1b bambs fram 6,000, to 1,000 feet obtaining
di;'eét hits on a building ih»-the nagazine and on a lerge petrol
dump.  Severel enamy Fighters attacked the Wellingtons which
shot dovn one of them and damaged ahother. Meanwhiie another
Welliﬁgton' of fhis Detéqhment proceeded to Habbaniya and bowbed
ehemy gun positiohs and transport and machiﬁe-gunned'enenw trenches,
During the morning ‘enemy Savoias bom'bed1‘ and. machine-gunned | |
Hebbeniye cemp but with little effoct,. and in the early afbernoon
the four Blenheim Fighteré. of No. 203 Squedron Deta&fmgnt (which
had arrived earli'er in the‘,morn:i.ixg and had now been ref;‘uelléd)
carried out stavnding‘ protective paﬁrols c;f‘ two hours ' ‘duration
each over the Habbaniya' area. Owing to the R.A.F's bombing the
enemy had réduced their shelling of the cantorment to a minimum.
Meanvidle the Vingents of No.v 24 Squadrori (at Shaibeh) had -
madé réconnbiséanoes Ofl'Zl;l Bair,2 Qumﬁt Ali and the Shaibsh -

Ur Reilway encountering slight anti-aircraft opposition.

1. The enemy used 112 1b baubs from a height of about 8,000 feet: the mein
damege caused was the fracture of one water main . B

. 2 Situated approx. 9 miles south of Basra. B
GeB1960 - : S
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'Iraqg -
Form 540
Entry of
3 May 41

Appx. 3/5/

/2

Thid
Appx. 3/5/
W/7

Tbid

Rppx.3/5/
41/8

In the afternoon instructions were sent to the 0.C. ‘

‘Shaibah for one Wellington to arrive over the enémy! s gun positions '
round Habbaniya before dawn every day, and to remsin until relieved -

vb'y another Wellington. = On the receipt of a reply from the 0.C.

Shaibah that he had. arranged ‘bo carry out another attack on'the
Rasha.d aerodrome next morn:mg, further :Lnstruct:l.ons were sent to

h:.m 1nd:|.ca'b1ng that any spare effort should be directed against the

" enemy's ocamp at Washash, the chief target to be the magazine;

that special precautions were to' be taken to avoid the King's and
the Regent's Palaces where members of the 'Iraq Royal' Family were

res:n.chng, and that pamphlets should be d:r'opped in the Baghdad area

'dur:.ng the retu.rn fln.ght. ‘

Meanwhile the British .Ambassador at Baghdad had s:Lgnalled
to Habbanlya ‘that 'Iragi of:t":.c:.als ha.d demanded the dismantling
of his wireless set; a postscr:.pt “bo the signal stated that the
officials had "just arrived.'to‘confisoate all his wz‘.reieSs eipparatué,
and requested that information from Ha’bﬁéniya éhbuld be &roﬁ?ed .

on the Embassy from the air: This was the last commmication that

" the Habbaniys garrison received from the Ambessador.

At 16.15 hours 8 oopy of a personal signal from -the Chief"

of Air Staff to the A.0.C.-in-C., Middle East, was received by the

A.0.C., 'Iraq. - This signal suggested that after consultation
with General Wavell (C,=in-C. Middle East) the &.0.C.-in~C. should

consider threstening that if the enemy attempted to set foot in
Habbeniya R.A.F. Station, Baghdad would be bombed and that Rashid
Ali would be responsible fof the ineviteble destruction to ‘that
citye To this the 4.0.C. replied that it waé almost certain tlﬁ,s :
threat would be ineffective and would be considered. by the 'Iragi

as a sign of weakness; that the bombing of Baghdad would unite

the whole of 'Iraq against the British forces, and that there

were indications that meny of the 'Ireqtribes were a’c;pr‘es‘ent on

~ the British side, and that his intention was to.drop delay-action

. bombs on the enemy gun positions on the Habbaniya platean end in

the village of Sin El Dhibban to embarrass the enemy during the

hours of darkness.

1. Situated on the western outskirts of Baghdad. G.81960
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The Acting A.0.C.-in~C, discussed this matter with

General Wavell who felt that the threat of bombing Baghdad should

not be mede if offers of mediation - which had been made by the

Turkish and Egyptian Governments - were likely to be conéidered
by the British Government. The Acting 4.0.C.=in-C. agreéd with
General Wavell: he considered it was unlikely that a sustained
or heavy bombing attack on Baghded would be practicsble
especially.;s the stocks of bonbs at Shaibah were runhingllow:
lioreover the British Ambassador at Cairo ﬁas averse to the J-
bombing of Baghdad in view.of the effect which such action might
have on Egypt and Cairo. .
During this day's oper;tions the aircraft of No. 4
S.F.T.S. made 119 sorties anddropped some 12 tons of bombs.
Their losses were one Oxford destroyed on the grouﬁd by shell
fire and one Audax severely damaged,2 while the‘enemy's losses
were one Savoia shot down (unconfirmed) at Habbaniya, and one
fighter sircraft at Reskid, |

Third Day of the Siege (L. May)

During ‘the night(3/k May) the cantonment Wwas subjected
to intermittent shelling which became intensivé before dawn.
Night reids by our ground forces had made’ contact with the enemy
but their morale remsined unshaken and théy still maintained their

positions. They occupied trenches in broken ground and only manned
their guns when not tlhreatened from the air. Our aircraft contin-

ued their operations throughout. the day uninterrupted by either

shell fire or aerial attack., Licanwhile 8 Wellingtons of No. 37

‘Squadron Detachment had bambed the Rashid aerodrome by level and

shallbw dive attecks with 250 1b H.E. bombs and conteiners of
40 1b bombs from 5,000 to 1,500 feet on hangars, workshops,

offices end other buildings which'were also machine-gunned:

.several hits and near misses were obtained on dispersed ajrcraft,

a total of 15,718 1bs weight of bombs being dropped. The
Wellingtons were intercepted by enemy aircraft two of which were

believed to have been shot down; one enemy esircraft was destroyed

+

"1, Air Vice-Marshal Tedder, C.3B.
2, "‘this aircraft had to be written off.
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‘on the ground end some 2l others were demaged, and one Wellington

- was reported missing. On the return journey 24,000 pemphlets

(which had been drafted in Arab:.c by our Ambassador and the text
mrelessed to Habbanlya on 1 Mey) were dropped over the Baghdad
za:x:*ea.1 Meanwhile two other Wellingtons of the same Detachment ‘
on stending patrol over Habbaniys dropped 4,136 1bs of Bombs on
enemy gun _pOSit'iions..

From 11.00 hours to 19.15 hours three Wellingtons of
No. 70 Squadron Deﬁackment cerried out a protective bombing
patrol over Habbaniya, each aircraft carry:i.ng‘eighteen 112 1b
bombse  Two of these Wellingtons also attacked the enemy's
militery headquerters at Diwiniya., A total of 4,136 1bs of

bambs were dropped during all these operations: Meanwhile two

~ Blenheim Fighters of No. 203 Squadron Detachment had made

successful attacks on Rashid aerodrame and the Baghdad eirport,

" At Rashid one enemy Savoia, “one Breda and one. P-Audex® were front-

gunned, the last named catching fire, and at Baghdad one enemy

Glediator a.nd three P-Audaxes were hit. A third Blenheim

Fighter of this Detactment made a Photographic reconnaissance of the

Mosul, Kirkuk and Baghdad acrodrores and suocessfully "ground-
strefed" two enemy P-Audaxes at Mosul, and.two Blenhcims of the
same Detachment carried out fighter patrols over Habbaniya.

The eircraft of No. 4 S.F.T.S. attacked the enemy
throughout the day: three of the Oxfords (flying in V

formatlon) carrled out pa‘ttem bo;nblng from a height of 1,000

.feet on enemy positions on the plateau, while the Audaxes dive-

bombed with 250 1b bombs  (fused, at 11 seconds to allow for

diving and greatcr accuracy). In all 53 sorties were mede and
3% tons of bombs dropped on enemy gun pcsiticns, troops and trang-
port: a photographic reconneissance of the Habbaniya area was .
also carr.].ed out. |

+ 4t 22,30 hours a Vincent of No. 24 Squadron, which

had arrived from Shaibsh with one R.A. artificer, took off on

1o
2e

A translat:.on of this pamphlet is given in Appendix “cU (tra.nscr:.bed

from Air H.Q. raq, Entry of 1 Mey 41 - 4ppx. 1/5/41/22).
Pegasus—eng:.ned Audax.
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its return to Shaibah with Wing Commander Jope-Slade (the head
of hir H.Q. 'Traq "I" branch) who carrled 1mportant secret
documents’ end -specie. . This sireraft lost its route in the ‘dark=-.
~ness and crashed off Buniyan Island at the Head of the Persian
Gulf;'.the pilot was rescued but Wing Commender Jope-Slade and
the air gunner werc drowned.
| Neamwhile it had been found that the scale of bombing
' on enemy gun positions at Habbaniya could be reduced con51derab1y
' W:Lthout dangc,r provided that constant air patrols were maintained
over thems &ccordingly on the night of this third dsy of the
siege (4/5 ng) continuous patrols were instituted by No. 4
S.F.T.S. which prevented %he enemy'ﬁsing'the cover of darkness
to shell the camp. The method sdopted for these night flying
patrols was as follows:~ 'Whi.'_l.e'the moon was up the Audaxes "night
flew" from their station on the polo ground, buﬁ vhen there was
no moon the Oxfords flew from the main sérodrome, making a "blind"
teke-off and lending with the zid of the aircraft's landing-lamp
which was switched on when the altimeter showed 50 feet, and
switched off immediately thc aireraft touched dovm.

Food Supplies

In the meantime the stock of food in the Civil canton~
ment wes decreasing rapidly. The whoie position was reviewed
end it wes found that although the troops (British, Indian and
Levies) could be rationed =t the full rate for a period of four
months the civilians had only & five deys' supply remaining.

It was therefore decided that the Royal Air Force should teke
over the feeding of the civilians, and the troops (whose food
stocks would thereby be greatly depleted) were placeq upon a

reduced ration.

Fourth Day of the Siege (5 May)

‘During the night (4/5 May) our ground forces made
contact with the enemy and ocarried out z successful réid .
inflicting some losses on the eﬁemy with ﬁand grenades. The
enemy began shelling the camp Jjust before dawn but ceased as

soon as' the R.A.P patrols went up. At dawn, an enemy anti-tank
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gun close to and on the north side of the aerodrome, which hed
‘been shelﬁng the Communication Flight's area, was spotted by.our
aimraﬁ and silenced by a w.ell-dir;ctedf'bomb. Soon afterwards
thé Douglas aircraft of No.;.31 (Trensport) Squedron arrived fram
Sheibsh with further personnel of the K.0.R.R. and returned with
more British women and éhildreﬁ evacuees., Meanwhile the attacks
made by airoraft of No. & S.F.T.S. achieved some bambing successes
with hits on guns and mechanical trensport and with machir;e-gun,
'strafes’ on enemy personnel. |

With the. shelling of the camp and the bomlﬁing by enemy

;ircréft and anti~-eircraft fire, the casualties to No. 4 S.F.T.S.
gircraft hg.d increased. considerably, only 19 Audaxes, 20 Oxfords,
53 Gordons, 6 Gladiators, one Valentia and one Blenheim I, and 3 |
Blenhein Fighters..of No.. 203 Squadron Detachment being available
for service for this "day's operations. | However, the personnel
of:.the‘ Repair and Maintenanée Depot were using their utmost
endeavours to re-service damaged aircraft,. and owing to their
efforts the number of serviceable aircraft from day to da;y never
fell belm;r fifty. The reinforcement of the 4 Blenheim Fighters
of No. 203 Squadron Detackment -&as a useful assef to the garrison
and hed a marked restraining effect on the frequenéy and strength
of the enemy's air raids. On one occasion oné of the Blenheims

| ron standing patrol. eﬁcoﬁntered one of two enemy P-Audaxes which
were bombing the camp. The P-Audax at oncé dived to ground level
pursued by the Blenheia ﬁhich quickly overhauled it and shot it
down into the river. This episode was seen by the other P-Audax
which made off for safety, while the Blenheim returned to its
patrol wagging its wings i.n triumph,

- The improvised Squedrons of No. 4 3.F.T.S. adopted
their own methods of attack on enemy positions; that of the Gordons‘
being esbecially. sucoé'ssful in ‘their reids on gun positions and
other smell targets. ‘Their method was to carry two 250 1b bambs ,

(without the usual Safety devices but fitted with & seven second O
delay fuze) a.r'xd having climbed to about 3,000 feet to go into e

nearly vertical dive until a spced of 200 n.p.h. was réached and
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then fl‘ﬁtten out using all available cover such cs gullies and rises
in the ground. : The aircroft wiould then "lay" the bombs llke eggs
from a he:_ght of about tcn feet its own speed and the delayed mlon

of the fuzes enabling it to get clear before the bombs exploded.

One of the enemy's pou=~poms which had been brought right up to the

edge of the aerodrome wes deterred from firing by this ingenious
method, the Gordon hiding behind the marker's hut on the cantonment
rifle renge on its’ epproach.

At this stage of the siege the enemy's general lack of.
enterprise coupled with the continuous air sattacks by the garrison
and the offensive ac'tion every night of its Infantry patrols
produced a’ curious reversal of ‘the tactical situation. Although
Habbaniye was cut off from outside assistance, except by air, the

garrison was now in effect besieging the enemy investing forces on

* the plateau. 'T'he enemy werc faced with formidable administrativev;

difficulties for all their ammmition, supplies, rations and water
had to be brought up from Fallﬁ;ja in the face of the air superiority
which the R.A.F. led by this time achieved, At first this was
done at night, but the gérriéon's night air patrols severely .
hempered these activities, and the enemy's administrative
difficulties were now assuming almost insurmountable proportionse. .
Moreover, the continual serial bombardment end "strafing" to whiéh
their troops were.exposed had the.efl;'ec't of lowering their morale.
In the- afternoon. (5 May) a further convoy of British
women and children were flown to Shaibah in three Douglas aircraft
which had arrived with a further reinforcement of the K.O.RfR.
The same evening instructions were sent to ‘Shaibah cancelling ‘the
anti-artillery dsy patrols of the Wellingtons at Habbaniya and
instituting a night | patrol over the area with a request that only
gun positions seen firing should be bombed as our Infantry patrols
would now be in close contact with enemy positions. Iﬁstructions
were also sent to Shaibah ordering offensives sgainst the eneawy's
Army end Air Force by attacks on main military and air bases,
magezines etc., care being taken to avoid the risk of bombing

'Iragi civiliens.
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| During this fourth day of the siege aircraft of No. 4

_S.E.T.S. made BQ‘sorties and‘dropped’neariy 4 tons of bambs on .f'\
;gun‘positions, M.T., armoured ocars and'tfoops in the Habbaniya )
erea, éeveral direct hits and near misses being registered.

The Blenheim Fightcrs of No. 203 Squadron Detgchment made four
sorties and dropped 640 1bs of 20 1b _bombs on locel targets; they
~also 'ground-strgfed? Rashid aerod;ome end Baghdad airport: at
Rashid one. Savoia, one:Breda and one . P-Audex were machine-gunned F’N
(the P-Audax catching fire), and at Baghdaé one Gladiator and three :
P~Audaxes were attacked effectively. In the afternoon one of

the Blenheims made a photographic reoonneissance pf;MOSul, Kirkuk

and Baghdad and 'ground~strafed' successfully two P—Au@axes.at

Mosul. Meanwhile one Valentia of the Commnicetion Flight

bambed ﬁhe Takiya "bund" near Fallujs but registéred near miéses,

end one Wellington of No. 37 Squadion Detachment on patrol over
Habbaniya dropped four 250 1b bombs on enemy transport, and
machine-gunned M.T. while making shallow dive attacks: during
’ifs retufn to Shaibah the Wellington scored g direcf hit on the

enemy barrapks at Hilla.1 ,

The Fnd of the Siege and The Action at Sin EI Dhibban (6 May)

During the night (5/6 liay) the enemy began to evacuate .
their positions and our air reconnaissances at dawn found that
they had already abandoned the plateau overlooking the cantonment.
Armoured cars and infantry patrols were at once sent out in |
. pursuit and encountered the enemy who were holding strong
bositions covering the Felluja road and in the village of Sin El ~
Dhibbane These positions weré attacked by our éround and air -
forces, and after a sharp enooﬁﬁter the enemy retreated to the
area round the Canal Turn beyond Sin‘El Dnibban, pursued by our
airoraft. 'During.the fight at. Sin E1 Dhibban the Audaxes of
Noe 4 S.F.T.S. carried out accurate and cffective close Support
bombing. In the course of "mopping up" operations 12 'Ivéqi 7~
officers and over 300 cther ranks were talken prlsoner and |

brought intdb the camp.

1« BSituated approx. 60 miles south of Baghdad.
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Meanwhile during the morning four unglas aircraft
- | . had arrived at Hibbaniya from Shaibah with some Royel
Artillery personnel and some ammuniticn for two 4.5 inch howit-
zers - relics of the last war - which occupied an ornemental
position OutSide the Aircraft Depot at Habbaniya. These two
guns had been reconditions by the R.A. artificer (who had
" aprived by air on 4 May) and they were used -effectively at the
-~ later steges of the sction ab Sin EL Dhibban. The moral effect
77 of'i;hese weapéns was also oonsiderabié as the iI'raq:i. believed
that guns as well as reinforcements were being brought ,u‘p by
air to Habbaniyae ,
'in the meantime six Valentias of No. 31 (Transport)
Squadron had left Sheibsh on the same morning (6 May) with the
remeining personnel of the K.Q.R.R., but only two of these
eircreft arrived at Habbeniya the others hafing lost their ways
Of these, one landed at point 1{731 and was séﬁ on fire by its
orew to avoid capture by the enemy; the other three were fofcecl.
o land at Hit® for lack of petrol. 4A Velentia of the
(Hebbaniya.). Comminication Flight, carrying 300'ga1101;18'o'f petrol
and escorted By one Blénhéim Fighter, rescued these stranded
'a.ircraft._ |
| During the af_‘ternobn enemy airoraft made'Athrée
‘bembing attacks on Habbaniys which resulted in the destruotion
of one Gladiator, one Audex and one Oxford, and '6ne Blenheim
.seirerqu dameged, but there were no casualties to personnel.
Meanwhile air reéconnaissance had repor'bed enemy reinforoements
leaving Falluja ‘ahd ooming down the roed to the Canal Turn. :
'i‘hese- forces, consisting of motorised Infantry and guns,
advanced towards Sin EL Dhibben but were met with a concentrated
attack of loﬁ%ombingl end mechine-gunning by thirty-nine air- -
: oraft of No. 4 S.F.T.S. and one 'Zélenhe:’un Fighter of No‘.i 203 -

- Squedron Detachment. A large number of the vehicles in the

1, Situated, near Haditha (approx. 85 miles north-wost of Habbeniya) et the
junotion of the Heifa and Tripoli (Syria) 0il pipe lines from Kirkuk. -
2, Situated approx. 45 miles north-west of Habbaniya.
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- enemy's convoy were blown up 'by the 'bombs or destroyed by fire

and when the 1ast of our aircraft left the scene the pilot reported -~

ﬂ'bhat the road was a sol:Ld sheet of flame for about 250 yerds with

ammuni tion explod:.ng and armoured cers and Iorries burning f:x.ercely.

The che.rred and battered remnants of this convoy which littered

the road between Fa.llujé. and the Go.nal Turn remained for se;reral
weeks afterwards as' evi&ence'of the enemy's defeat."".'

’ By this time -our ground forces hed extended their -~
“mopping up“ operatior;e and prisoners now numbered 26 'Iragi officers |

end 409 other ranks, bringing the totel estimated enemy casualties

.to 1,000 men. The casualties of our ground forces were one

4

officer and six other ranks killed and two officers and ten other
ranks Wounded all of the AK.'O.R.R.

On the same day (6 May) six Wellingtons of No. 37

' Squadron Detachment flew over Baghdad .and dropped 36 000 pamphlets.

'I.'hey then spZL'Lt into two formatlons of three and attacked Rashid

aaerodrome with sticks of 250 J.b bombs fram 6,000 feet dropplng

over ‘7 tons of bombs on workshops, buildings end hangars. One

hanger was destroyed by fire, one enemy Douglas aircraft was

destroyed by a direct hit, and several other enemy aircraft were
demaged. Meanwhile five Wellingtons of No. 70 Squadron

Detao]rment bombed the enemy's aerodromg at Washash (at the western

outskirts of Baghdad) dropping 6 tons of bambs fram 7,000 feet on

the barracks and the magazine, and scoring a direct hit on the

latter which caused a violent explosion. MAnti~aircraft fire was

_encountered, end one of our pilots was wounded in the arm while

flying over the targét.
Dur:r.ng this day s opera.t:.ons aircraft of No. 4 S.PF.T.S.

made 139 sorties and dropped 9 ton of bombs; ‘their losses were

el

- one Audax shot down by ‘anti-aircraft fire.

_In the .'evening. a message from Hebbaniya giving a resumé

of events to date Wa"s'dropp_ed_on the. British Embassy at ~

‘Baghdad by a Gladiator. - (This was the first message to the’

Embassy since the siege began). . Meamwhile the A.0.C. had

received a message of encouragement from the .A_'Lr Ministry that

* Ge 81 960
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all possiblc military and political action was being taken to

'rel:l.eve Habban:.ya..

The n:n.ght of 6/7 Mey passed W:Lthout :an::.den'b and on
the following morning (7 May) our ground forces took up the
positions which they had occupied on the previous evening and

began to salve the war material left by the enemy This

included seven 3.7 inch howitzers, two anti-tank guns, three 20

mem. enti-gircraft guns, forty-five Bren and eighteen Vickers
gunu, three Hotchkiss machine-guns, ten armoured cars, one
light twm-and three 'Dragons', a num'bur of motor veh:u.cles of

vorious types and a great quantity of rifles, machine-gun spares

end emmunition. Meanwhile air patrols of Noe L 5.F.T.8e

~reconnoitred in front of the advanced positions of our grouﬂd

forces and attacked enemy aircraft and isolated bodies of

their troops, making 62 sorties and dropping nearly 2 tons of
bombs on enemfy‘ positions. During theseopera’tions our air-
oraft destroyed one Savois énd one Northrop wiich were grounded:

two of our sircraft failed to return. Is).eanwh:n.le Blenheim

| Fighters of No. 203 Squadron Detachmcnt ‘made standing pa.’crols

over Habban:ijra, and one Blenheim Fighter made an offensive
recorinaissance of the enemy's lending-grounds a'li Bakq_u‘bezt1 and
Shara'banz. At Baguba twenty-one enemy aircraft were ca.ught

on the ground and were all mach::.ne—-gunned. The Blenheim then

. returned to Hebbaniya for more ammmition and - with another

Blenheim - escorted Audaxes and Oxf'oi'ds of No. 4 S.F.T.S. in a -
second raid on Baquba during which three enemy aircra:f‘t w'ere set'.'
on fire end the remainder bombéd: one’ef':c‘;ur Audaxes failed to
:%'etu:;'n. ' .
| During the same morning two-enemy P-—Audaxee bembed.

Habbaniya camp causing slight demage 2nd a few caSualﬁes; one
of these a.mrrrai‘t waes shot down by the Blenhe:m Fighter on

patrol. Mearwinile three Vincents of No« 24 Squadron (Sha.:.bah)

made reconnaissance flights-in. local areeas end dropped pamphlets,

~ and th.z‘ee Wellingtons of Now:37 Squadron Detachment at‘ba.okeci

1. Situated (on the railwey) approx. 30 miles north-nortn-west of Beghded.
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Beghlad airport with sticks of 250 1B bambs from 6,000 feet
(over 3 tons of bombs being dropped), end dropping 2,700 pemphlets. =
Seversl buildings on the airport were demolished: no opposition

was encountered. In the afternoon three Welllngtons of No. 70

.Squadron Detachment a.ttacked Washash aerodrome resulting in hits

on hangars end administrative buildings, and one Wellington of

. the same Detachment bombed Rashid aerodrome starting a large fire

in a petrol dump. N . ’ . f‘\

While these operations were in progress the remainder
of the English women and children (evecuees) and 19 hospital
cases were flown to Basra in Valentla and Douglas eircraft..
The hospital was now cleared of evacuees (many of whom had been
scoommodated therein) and this provided the necessary space for
the reception of casualtieé. The evacuation by eir of a.num'ber
of (Brifcish) Indien women and children was effected during 9 and
10 May. These and other evacustions by air vhich had slready
taken place were accanplished without any casualt:n.es being
sustalned - a cn.rcmnstance which was largely due to the fac'b tha'b
whenever a convoy of evacuees was about to leave, a heavy air
attack wes first made on the enmﬁy gun"s, and R.AF. armoured
cers went out from the cantonment to cover the take-;)ff of our
convoying aircraft.

Du:m.ng the night the A .0 «C. received the followmg

gnal from the Pr:.me Minister:-
"Your vigorous and splendid action has largely restored

the situation. Ve ere all watching the grand fight you

are meking. All possible sid will be sent. Keep it up." '

/J. .

' This wes followed by- a. signal from the Admiralty (through
the Semior Neval Officer, Persian Gulf) thet all aircraft’ in
H.M.S. Hermes (Aircraft carrier) were to be pleced at the
disposal of Air Headquarters, tIraq, for operatlons either
from H.M.S. Hermes or from a shore aerodrome as the A.0.C.
should require. These Fleet Air Arm aircraft were placed . | .' ~

undér command of Group Ceptain Macdonald who was instructed

1, These were six Swordfish which had arrived and shore-based at Shaitah on
) May, (S.H.Q. Unit R.A.F, Station, Shaibah, Form 540, Entry of ’- May zm)

c. 31960
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to take over operational command of all Royal Air Force units

in 'the Basra - Shaibah areas.

At dawn on the next day (8 May) our ground forces
resumed their positions which they had vacated the previous
night, The enemy were holding Falluja and Remadi but were
believed not to be in great strength. Early in the morning
one Blenheim of No. 203 Squadron Detachment reconnoitred the
aerodromes at Baquba, Shahraban, Khanekin' and Kirkuk. At
Shalﬁ'aban, where a previous reconnaissance had reported several
enemy airecraft, eleven aircraft were seen of which three "were
"strafed" successfully. In the ai’terﬁoon two Blenheims of the
same Detachment attacked nine dispersed aircraft which were
still on Shahraban aerodrome with machine-gun fire (using incend-
iary bullets) and set all these machines on fire, No airoraft
were seen at the other aerodromes. leanwhile the aircraft
of No. 4 S.F.T.S. had carried out offensive end photogréphic
reconnaissances on enemy troops and gun positions in the
Falluja and Ramadi areas making 47 sorties and dropping nearly
helf a ton of .bombs. In the afternoon three Wellingtons of
No., 70 Squadron Detactment attacked Rashid aerodrome with 112 .
1b bambs and containers of 40 1b G.P. bﬁmbs fram 4,000 feet,:
all bambs (totelling 3 tons in weight) falling in the target

. a:c;eaa ,

Dui*ing the night, raids were made by four Wellingtons
of No. 37 Squadron Detachment on the remaining enemy aircraft
8t Baquba and Shahrsben, and 18,000 pamphlets were dropped
over Baghdad en route. At Baquba several aircraft were séen
and bombed in level and shallow dive attacks from between
4,000 and 2,000 feet. Similar attacks were made on enemy
eircraft at Shahraban resulting in seversl neer misses: one

eircraft was set on fire by m:a;c:h:i.ne-gunning.2

1e
2.

G. 81960

Situated approx., K50 miles north-east of Shahraban.

In these operations the Detachment divided, two Wellingtons attacking
Baguba and two attacking Shehreban. A total of nearly 3 tons of
bombs was dropped. ‘
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- A .Suppli-es and Maintenance

'"hand“forfhwith. The scheme resulted in the establishment of

Results of the Raising of the Siege

-

With.the virtual raising of the siege the garrison was
able to send out_foraging parties to bring in cattle and sheep
from the nelghbour:l.ng countryside for the replenishment of their
food stocks. Meanwha.le (on 8 May) Flight Lieutenant Lees drew

up a’ diépersion scheme for rations and petrol, which was put in

Afour'been stora.ge sites for food at suitable- plaoes in the canton-

ment and the constructlon of four new petrol dumps (of 80, 000
gallons each) in adda.tlon to the existing 'A' and 'B! petrol
oompounds.

Slnce the w:.thdrawal of the enemy it was now possible

“i%o oPerate our a:.rcraft at Habbanlya in greater security, and
. their repa:.rs and meﬁ.ntenance no longer had to be carried out

‘under intermittent artillery and mechine-gun fire.

In addition to these benefits the morale of the garrison
was strengthened by a feeling of freedom and of "having room to

breathe",

. Bs Gene‘r:'ai | Situation

In spite of the'forego:?,_ng advantages Habbaniya was
still cut off from all cammunication with the outside world,
(except by ':air), and unless comunication could be restored

quickly there was the ever present pogsibility of strong Germen

“ merial intervention (as already forecast .by ‘events in Syria)

~

which, if it mate:r':n.al::.sed Would constitute a grave menace to
the garrison. | It Was, therefore, essent:.al to open up
camunications as soon as poss:.ble -and to restore ’the situetion
by removing the Rash:Ld AJJ. govermnent from Baghdad. " To

echieve this 1atter obJeot f:c'om Habbaniye considerable relnforce-
ments of troops were requ:.red so that an advance could be made ~

on Ba,ghdad w:.thout at the same t:me, Jeo_pa;cd:_s:l.ng the sarfety

of the ocantonment. ~As a]ready stated, some re:.nforoements
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had been sent up from Basra by air, and- by 12 May these included

a Canipany of Gurkhags-_,é.nd' a Detachment of f‘ifty Madras Sappers

and Miners. It would, however, have teken too long to build up
suf;f’:l.c:.ent forces at Habhaniya by means of air transport only;
moreover each reinfeorcement brought by air increased the problem
of Ifationihg the gerrison and civilians whose mumbers hsd already
been augmented by the prisoners taken at the action at Sin El

Dhibban. It was, therefore, with cons:.derable satisfaction

" that news was rece:.ved at Habbeniya that a motorised force

(knowm as "Hebforee") commended by Major—General J.GJW. Clarke,

M.C., was being sent from Palestine to establish communication
across the desert, and also to provide a flying column to
assist the Hebbaniya garrison to re-establish its defence, and
to engage in further _operatidns.tin 'Ire;q.
The camposition of "Habforce" was as follows:=

HeQ. 18t Gavalry Divisj.on and Signals

4th Cavalry Brigede less two Squadrons

6oth.Fié1a Regte Red. |

1st Independent Anti~Tank Troop, Red.

No. 2 Troop, 2nd Field Squadron, Re.E.

One Su'b-sec‘tion, Boring 'Section, R.E.

15t Essex Regt. |

3rd Reserve M.T. Company, R.A.S.C.

552nd Company, R.A.S.C.

166th Light Field Ambulance

8th Light Field Hygiene Section

Cavalry Brigede Ordnance Workshop
) Dn.ns:.onal Section, 1st Gavalry Division Ordnance Field Park

Detaohment 1st Cavalry Division Postal Unit i

1st Cavalry D:.v:n.s:.qn Provost Squadron less two sections

Mechanised ﬁegt. “Trans-J ordan Frontier Force

Deseﬁ Meohanised‘ Regt. Arab ‘Leg.ion

One Squadron R.A.F, Armoured Cars.
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In the meantime (on 7 May) Lieut-General E.P. Quinen,

G.B., D.S.0., 0.B.E., had taken over the command of all British

troops in South‘ 'Traq, his Headquarters being at Basra.

OEer( tions of the R.A.F.

meanwh:.le attacks aga:mst enemy aerodromes ahd troop

'concentrat:.ons were 'be:mg carrled out by our bomber Detachments

" at Shaluah, and offens:.ve patrols and tact:.cal reconnaissances by

Noe 4 S.F.T.S. and No. 203 Squadron Detachment and by six

' Glad:.ators of No. 94 Squadron Whlch had arrived at Hebbaniya on

8 May. During the next few days the enemy's barracks at Mosul

© ard Kirluk a.ncl the acroarcmes at Rashid, Washash and 1\/[1.1.‘3a:1.y:1.b1
5~werc bombed and Blenhe:.m F:Lghters of No. 203 Squadron Detaclment
" ‘attacked dispersed aircraft on Hosul landing ground damaging

-three P-Audaxes but losing one Blenhein shot down. On 9 NMey

sirorafh of No. 4 S.F.T.S. atbacked Rashid aerodrome demaging
one éncmy‘ Se 7§ and also mede tactical_reconnaiséances of Falluja,
Remedi and ‘Iv'h,ja:.raz, and the same day .Vincents of Noe« 24 Squndron
(Shoibah); made a x'eccnnaiséence of the Qummat Ali, Rata.w:i.,3
Ghubaishiya and Ur areas (along the Sheibah = Ur Railway) but
found noth:.ng to report.

The frequent attacks wh:.ch had been made on enemy
aircraft at Rash:.d Baghdad alxport Washash, Baguba end
Shahraban, 1nc1ud:|.ng the successful Blenheim Fighter attack on
Shahraban (on 8'1\'15%'5}) had'v:i'ftuaily eliminated the '"Tragi Air
Force: twenty-five of their opex;ational type of aircraft had
by now been deStchred on the ground or shot down in the air, and
between twenty and th:Lrty damaged beyond :|.mmed.1ate repeair,

Attacl.s Were now concentrated on enemy barracks, camps
and petrol dumps. on 10.May the Swordf:.sh of ‘No. 814 Squadron
of the Fleef ‘AirvA:rm % a.t Shaibsh a.ttaoked the enemy's barracks .

at Na.s:.ru.yah5 dropping 2 480 lbs of bombs a.nd scoring d:l.rect

1.  Situated approx. 14.0 miles south of Baghdad.

2. Situated epprox. 25 niles south of Habbaniya.

3s Situeted approx. 28 miles north-west of Shaibeh.

he Uader operstional command of Grp-Capt. Macdonald, Shaibah (see pege 38 supra.,)
5. BSitucted approx. 10Q miles north-by-west of Shaibeh.




hl‘bs, and on ut’he following dey (11 May) the Swordfish attacked
| ;.Samam.ra:‘. dropping é,h-BO 1bs of bombs on’ .b'uiﬁ.ridings..' On the "same
, dé;}‘Wellihgi{:o_ns of ﬁos; 37 ané. 70 Squaaibn bé'l‘::acléme'rfts. made
B guécessful "b“ombing éffacks oﬁ enrenkly barracks a;t M(;éul :and the

barracks and railway station at Quaragan,2

and airoraft of No. 4
S.F.T.S. - escorted by Gladistors and Blenheim Fighters of Nos.
94 and 203 Squadron Detackments - E&nbed succe_ésfully‘a petrol
dwﬁp at Ras?lid, the barracks at Wasﬁash énd Imggj&ib and the
ferry st Remadi. E In these operations the éiré;'aft of No. Ll-.
S'.E.T.S. dropped 3% toné of bombs, and the. Blenhe:;.ms dive-banbed
W‘a.shash. and' Rashid barracks with 20 1b bombs scoring hits on
buildings. " B

on 11 and 12 May the Wellingtons:of Nos. 70 and 37
Squadron Detaclments were withdrewn from Shaibéh and réturned
to Egypt, and on 12 May four Blenheim IV's of No. 8 (Bamber)
Squedron arrived at Habbaniya, followed by further detachments
(totelling nine sircraft) which reached Habbaniya on various
dates between 13 and 22 May. .
Su;nmgﬂ |

The successful defence ‘of Habbaniya followed by the-
action at Sin El Dhibban were prime factors in the suppression:of
the 'Iraq rebellion, for if Hebbeniye hed fallen the' country
would most probably heve consolidated :i;n‘favo:ur of 'tlr.le rebels mgd
the subsequent abortive intervention of the German Air fE"'cn:‘ce3
would have succeeded.

The brunt of the defence of Habbeniye fell upon No. &
S.F.T.S. end the success of‘ the operations was due in a large
meesure to the pilots snd crews of its improvised Squedrons.
In this they were well supported by 'the Detacklment of Blenheim
Fighters of No. 203 Squadron afc Habbaniya, and the Bomber
Detachments of Nos. 37 and 70 Squadrons operating from Shaibah

ageinst the enemy's aerodromes end the hesdquarters of their

1, Situated spprox. 60 miles west of Nasiriyah. : :
2. Situated approx. 22 niles north-east of Shahraban. '
3. This is nerreted in Séction IV - (see pages 50 et ség, infra).. ' »

G-.8.1‘96Q‘* ot



'.ﬁfébps in various localities, in eddition to their assistance at
Habbaniya itself. The work of.the Valentia end Douglas aircraft ™
of No. 31 (Trensport) Sciuadr‘on was most valuable in bringing
'.'i'eiz'lforc'ements and 4suppl-i‘es from Basra and in evacueting the
" women and children from the: cantorment and the..sick and wounded
- from i:he hospital, - |
| During the five days of the eactual siege No. 4 .S.F.T.-S.,

made 584 sorties, dropped L|.5‘ tons of bombs'

‘and fired over -~
100,000 rounds of ammmition. ' In the same period the Wellingtons
of Nos, 37 and 70 Squadron Detachments made 26 and 25 sorties

and dropped 22 and 263 tons of bombs resPeétivel&, ~l;'he Blenheim
Fighters of No. 203 Squadron Detachment mede 15 .sorties, 2 and

one Valentia of thé Cammunication Fligﬁt made one‘ sortie dropping

2,000 1bs of bombs.S

1e Tht?se bombs were 200 x 250 1b and 2,986 x 20 1b bomﬁs. .

2. This _Detaclment.onlyfé:?rived on the second dey of the siege. : )

3. A.swnmary of deily aerial operstions during the campaign %i.e. 2-30 May) is
given in Appendix "G". ) '

G. 81960
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III. OPERATIONS . IN THE RUTBAH ARFA

While the siege of Habbaniya was in progress
hostilities had also oécuxred in the Rutbah area. The township
" .of Rutbah is some 70 fniles from the 'Iraq ~ Trans-Jordah border
and is s:.tuated near the,'Iraq = Palest:.ne Pipe Tine which runs

from the KJ.rlculc 0il Fields to Haifa., On 2 May (the day that

ﬁ Air H.Q. the siege of‘ Habban:ya began) Air Headquarters, Palestine and
Pal: & T~J. o ' '
Form 540 Trans-Jordan, (located at Jerusalem) received a signal from Air
and Appxs ' } ' 4
Entries of Headquarters, 'Iraq, that a force of 'Iragi had been reported
2 May 41 S
end sub- = moving by loriy to Rutbsh. It was thought that this action
sequent c , .
dates might be the prelude to wider operations by German air-borne

troops, and it was deo:.ded to secure the 0il Pipe Line Station -
at H-ln- as”an operat:.onal landa.ng ground for the R.A.F., and to
deny the - enemy the use of landing grounds at the 0il P:.pe Line
VStat:Lon at H.3 and at Rutbah, - After consultation with the
iAnny one Campeny of the Essex Regiment was flown fromAIyddé to
H.s end one mechanised Squadron of the Trans=J ordan'Frontier Force
was ordered to'»mov.e'. i:here irm1edidte1y. These forces were put '
under commsnd of Air Vice-Marshal G.H. D'Albiac, D.S.0., who
~hed errived at Jeruselem on 2 NIé.y. from Greece to assume command
 of Air Headquarters Palestine and‘,f[‘ra.ns.t-.J‘brd.zaLn3 and on the
following day (3 May) Group Captain L.O. Brown, D.S.0., A.F F.C.
(who had arrived the same day from Egypt) prooeeded to H.l;- to
- take command of the forces'.above mentioned including four
G -+ Dlenhein Bambers of No. 84 Squadron and two Blenhein Fighters
. of No. 203 Squadron Wh:l.ch were flown from Palest:.ne to H.4 to
assist in the opera.tlons. ‘
» The six Blenheim aircraft arrived a:t Hel on 4 Msy and
the same morning an R.A.F. ground perty (mede up of crews of
Nos. 84, 113 and 211 Squadrons) arrived by roed with supplies- of
) _ ' fuei and oil.  There wa's, however, no equipment or maintenance

facilities and at first it was found necessary to meke petrol

1e' Situated on the 'Iraq = Trans-Jordan border.

2. Between Hazi- arld Rutbah ..

3« There was also a force of the Arab Legion commanded by Col. Lash in the
H.ll- area.

N NS o~
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funnels for ref\ielling out of ben{: patrol tins. .

. On the next da,y (5 May) the Trens-Jordan Frontier Force -

o ‘:‘"i:' - w:l.th a1r support by a Blenhelm Fighter - occupied H.3, -
: :a.n\l on tho follow:mg dey the Blenhe:un Bombers reconno:n.tred Rutbah
| and obuerve,d severa.l motor veh:.cles ‘approach the Rutbah fort the
| compound. of wh:l.oh wo.s full of M.T. ‘ Dur:;ng the next two days
Aft:the Blc.nhe:uns mad.e reconnmssames of the Rutbzh and Remadi

| eress and attacked mcl :n.mmoblllsed a few enemy cars and lorries f.\

in the v:n.on.n:n.ty of Hol and Rutbah Whlle the Trans~J ordan
" Frontier Fo_rcc and the Arab Leg:.on made ground reconnaissanoces.
It‘*:ras’aacer:i:aiﬁed ﬁlat ﬁhe enemy garrison at Rutbsh was.
‘consn.dera.bly sma.'l.ler than ha.d been believed at :E'J.rst. j
On 8 May one of the Blonhe:.m F:Lghters escorted the
six Glada.ators of No. 91;. Squadron wha.oh were sent as a reinforce-
nmnt to Ha.bban:n.ya..1 This Blenheim also made a reconnai‘ssance ‘
or In.t ‘and Remadi and dropped pamphlets on these places. It
was now dec:l.ded to attaok Rutbah fort, the plan of operatlons
being, bm.efly, 5 rollows ~one Blenheim was to drop a demand
for surrender into the fort, and if :Lt d:l.d. not cepitulate within
half an hour the Blenheims were to shellow-dive-bomb (singly)
" with 250 Ibs from 2,000 to 1,000 feet with the intention of
landing one or two bombs in the fort (in . order to demege it as
- little as poss:n.ble) and tnus induce the garr:.son - now 'bhought to
be a‘bout 100 men W:Lth w.ght maomne-guns - to surrender. the .
Ara’b Ler*:l.on and the R.AF. a.rmoured cars were to be in
‘POSltlon néaxr Rrb'bah before dawm. , . S ' =
The above plan Was carried out on, the follow:mg ’
o nlorrn.rlu (9 May), the Blenhe:l.ms ma,lntaa.n:l.ng a continuous watch
on Rutbah and bombing the fort at intervals from before dawn
wntil mid-day; 4., 000 'ibs of‘ bombs were dropped but a.llr were -
near misses. Considerable rifle fire was encountered from the
fort and three of our aircrafrt'werev damagec_i; one.force landed, -~
and one orashed at Hel owing to éngiﬁe failure and hed to be

vritten off.  The three damaged sircraft (bombers) left for .

1. See pagel2 supra ' ' e
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| Aqiir1 in the evening for repairs.

T

On the following morning (10 May) the remaining bomber

-left for Aquir and there was now only one aircraft left at Holh
. (a Tighter of No. 203 Squadron), but another Blenheim Figlhter

~ of this Squadron..was- flown up from Iydda to assist in the

operations. These “two alrcraft made repeated attacks on the
fort. with 20 Ib Fragmentation and 20 1b H.E. bombs and machine-
gun fire. Heavy fire ficont enemy machine-guns and rifles was
encountered and one'of our aircraft (flown by Squadron Leader
Gethin who was in command of all the Blenheims) orashed and
burst into. flames, Sg.za.dron Lea&er Gethin 'being' fatally injured
and the other two members of the crew killed. During the
night one Valentia aircraft attacked the fort dropping 1,760
1bs of bombs but only ,obtainir;g near misses. However,. the
repeated attacks of our aircraft and the activities of the
R.AF. armoured cars during these two days had broken the morale
of the garrison and before dawn (11 May) they abandoned the
fort which was then occupied by our forces. |
In the meantime the newly-formed "Habforce" tegan

its advance across the desert fram Palestine, and it was hoped
that the flying column of this force (known as "Kingcol" and
commanded by Brigadier J.J. Kingstone, D.S.0., M.C.) would"
feaoh Habbaniya by 15 or 16 May., The composition of "I{ngeol"
(consisting of units detaghed fram "Habforoe") wes as Follows:-

Headquarters 4th Cavalry Bngade and Signals

Household Caw;el‘ry Regiment

One Battery of 60th Field Regt. R.A.

1st Independent Anti-Tank Troop, R.4.

Detachment of 2nd Field Squsdron, R.E.

Ay

Two Companies of 1st Essex Regt. (with a detéchment of the
Carrier Platoon)

Detachment of 166th Light Field Ambulance
3rd heseme M.T. Company, R.A.S.C.

552nd Compeny, R.A.S.C.

1« In Pélestine._

G« 81960



: 48 : j»Dé_s?:rﬁ igiephaniséﬁi Regt.- .t‘;rab_Legion (less a Detachment)

8 Armoured Cars of No. 2 Lrmoured Car Gompany, R.AF.
AT HeQe
Po & T=J.°

Torm B0 . . . p_e-.sse_d}flrloizy.,t'he 4.0.C.- Palestine and Trens-Jordan to the 0.C.
Entry of T ' o ' e

12. May 41 . "Habforce". - It was srranged that air reconnaissance for

. On 12 May the. command of .'op'erétiops eastward from Hek

t

 ipid . .
 Entry of . "hebforce" end "Kingcol!. would ‘be maintained By the R.4.F.

15 May 41 , : : :

Palestine and Trans~Jordan command up to landing grour}d 5 until
boti "Hebforce! and. MKingcol" pessed that.point, after which the
ReaFo ’Ijaq -‘Command—' Wa.'s;. to take on .the reconnaisgances between.

“lending ground 5 and Hebbeniya..
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19.
IV. JHE CAPTURE OF FALLUJ.L

The knowledge that "Kingcol.“ was on its way to.
Habbaniya togethér with the reinforcements already received by
air from Basra and the reorgenisation of the ground forces of .
the gerrison with the equipmenf captured frbm;the enemy at
Sin El Dhibban made possible the: conusideration of plans for
offensive opena.ﬁions fram Habba-niya.‘ “There were two obvious
objectives, namely Ramadi and Falluja.. Ramadi, although it
appearéd im;éor‘b'ant, was not an essential link in the line of
communication between Palestine and Habbaniya as there was an
alternative route round the south of Leke Habbaniya via Mujara.
Moreover, the enemy ‘Eroops at Ramadi had broken the bridges and
"bunds" over the cana,;l.s so as to form water obstacles between
themselves and any attacking British force, but in so doing they
had thereby precluded themselves from aoting as a serious th;'eat
to the line of coammunication with Palestine or of Habbaniya.'

On the other hend Falluja was the key to Baghdad (the ultimate

objective of the campaign) to any force approaching from the

wests It wes therefore decided to prepare plens for the
capture of Falluja, end as an essential preliminary iujara was
occupied on 10 May and work begun on the construction of a

0

temporary bridge over the canal "Regulator" in order to open up

. +he alternative route from Palestine.

Food Supplies

On 14 May the Army authorities toc:)k over the
rationing of Basra and Shaibah, btut at Habbaniya the problem -
of food supplies was causing some anxiety. -On 15 May it was
estimated thet only 14 dsys rations for the civilians end 22
days for the troops i'emained. A request was signalled to Basra
for sup}plies of rice and ghee to be flowm up (in addition to
90 bags of flour which had arrived by air o few days
previously), and a consigmment of.thes'e commodities was sent by'

air to Habbaniya on 17 Mey. On the same day advice was

received fram Palestine that 85,000 rations for British and
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15,000 rations for Indian troops were due to arrive at Habbaniya

on 21 May It was ‘new estabﬁshed that food stocks would be -~
suf‘f:.c:.en‘b un'b:Ll 31 May by which date 1t was anticipated tha.'b

pro_per l:.nes of comlunlcatlon would be establ:.shed. In the
vmeant:une "Ha‘bforce“ imcler’cook the responsibility for the line .of
oomrmn:.cé»:.on from H.ln. 0 Habbanlya.

Fur'tﬂer Operatn.ons of the R AT,

" Meanwhile at Habbanlya the aircraft of No. 4 S.F.T.S. (‘ﬁ
and Noo. ol a.nd 203 Squadron Detachments: were cont:.nu:.ng their
~operat:|.ons. On 13, 14 and 15 May two Valentlas of the,
| Communication Flight made night attacks (before moon-rise) on
.Rash:Ld and Mosul aerodromc:s,1 and Audaxes and Oxfords of No. L4
‘S F T S ‘bombed a petrol dump at Rashid, e small axms factory
at Musa:.y:.o and enemy M/T in “the Falluja and Museiyib areas.

The fighter airoraft of Nos. 9l+ and. 203 Squadron Detachments

' carried ou:b offensiv'é': and pho.tographic, Treconnaissances and

. stand:l_ng patrols over Habbam.yg the Blenheim Fightérs using 20 1b.

- bombs in addltlon to their maoh.me-mms when engaged on

-"straf':i.ng" raids. In southern 'Trag, Swm:dflsh of No. 814
Squadron of the Flee‘b Air Arm continued their bombing- attacks

‘on enem;;‘r barra.oks. at Samawe a.nci also at 'Ama.raz causing
considersble damage to '-buildihgs;':a.tr both these places.

Appearance of Germon Aircraft

Meanwhile, in view of the possibility of landing-grounds
‘ in northern and north-eastern '.Iraq befng prepared as bases for
Gorman airéraf"c, a Bleﬁheim Fighter made = speoial reconnaissé\nce >
of Mosul, Tel Kotehek, 3 Tel Sirwal b pin Zla,5 AL Badi® ang |
MQai‘yara_/ on 12 Ma.y' ut without result. ~ On the same day
‘an unidentified alrcraft beln.eved to have 'been a He:.nkel III
wos seen landlng in the early hours of the morning at Rashid

aerodrame.

1. The Valentias carried -four 250 1b and two 20 1b bombs..

2. Situated approx. 100 miles north of Basra.

3. Situated (on the railwsy) on the “Irag~-Syrian boundary, approx. 68 miles
north~west of Mosul.

L, Situated approx. 30 miles south~west of. Mosul.

5. Situated approx. 37 miles east of Tel Kotchek.

6e- Situated epprox. 93 miles west-by-south of iosul.

7. Situsted approx. 30 miles south-by-east of }Mosul. G.81960



5.

About this time reports were received of the passage

. of Germen airoraft through Syria to Mosul, and as it was

considered that this could only have been effected with the

concurrence of the French authorities it seemed very probable

that the French might also have agreed to the passage of war

- material for German aircraft by rail (and road) from Syria,

via the Aleppo - Mosul Railway. It was therefore deoided to

bomb the Railway between Tek Kotchek and Mosul in order to breach

the line at Tel Kotchek and Tel Awainat,! and slso at a point

mid-way between these two plaoes.2 Accordingly (on 13 May)

two Blenheim IV's of No. '84 Squadron were sent to attack these

places:

one of the Blenheims was unable to locate the target

but the other dropped a stiok of 250 1b bombs across the track

from a height of 800 feet. On the receipt of further

information of several ammunition trains having left Tripoli

(Syria) for Mosul two Blenheim IV's attacked the station and

‘sidings at this place scoring hits with 250 1b bombs on the

sidings and station buildings and (probably) demaging trucks

and rolling stock with which the sidings were packed.3 These

attacks were followed on the next day (15 May) by the bombing

of a railway cutting seven miles south of Mosul by .two

Blenheim IV's when the track ard one side of the cutting were

hit.*

As hed been anticipated, the German Air Foroe Units

now made” their appearance in 'Iraq, their presence being

definitely established on 13 May when an Me.110 attacked a

Blenheim Fighter while on reconnsissance over Mosul.

The advent of‘ German aircraft necessitated

reoonnaiésances to locate the aercdromes and landing ground.s_

from which they were operating, and on 14 and 15 May Blenheims

of Nos. B84 and 203 Squadron Detachments reconnoitred the Ugla‘!:5

1.
2e

3.
4o
50

Situated (on the railwsy) epproxe 47 miles north-west of Mosul.
Instructions were given that passenger trains were not to be attacked
(presumebly to avdid casualties to any French or Syrian travellers).

One Blenheim attacked from 5,000 £t and the other dived from 7,000 £t to

5,000 ft.

One Blenheim shellow-dived at 200 £t and the other mede & low level

attack from 800 ft.

Situated approx. 75 miles north-west of Mosul (and 10 miles over the bgunda:ry

of Syria).

- G.81960



52, :
Tel Kotchek, Ain Zola and Erbil areas and the landing grounds
* ot Boquba, Shahrsbon and Quaraghan. At Erbil a Blenheim ;
.Flgh'ber discovered. s:Lx alrcra:f"b (which it was impossible to ~
h 1dent1fy as they were.-cleverly camouflaged with native tents) -
and dcmeged: two of them with machine-gun fire, and on the next
‘da,,r another Blenhe:un Fighter reconnoitred Erbil and destroyed
another of these camouflaged aircraft with 2 20 1b bamb. Before
L davm on 16 May the.pilot who had attacked Mosul three days before
re-vis.ited that i)lace and enepunter_ed sixteen German aircraft] (.‘1
ddspersed round fhe. aerodrame. - He attacked with two 20 1b bombs
-from 5, 000 f‘c,et a.nd demaged one iie,109 and machlne-gunned a
:He:l.nkel III whn.ch We.s set on fire and destroyed. ’ During the
attack an He. 110 endeavoured unsuccessf‘ully to intercept. the
Blenhe:l.m. .
On the same morning (16 Mey) three Helnkel III's
- attacked Habbanlya and bom'bed the cantomment do:mg considerable
damage including the destructlon of the Engine Repair Seczt:.on2
of the A:Lroraft Depot in whlch 27 sero engines were a.lso ‘
. de..,troyed. Gladlators.of No. 9% Squedron Detechment intercepted
'l;he Heini«:els one of which was forced down and motﬁer demaged,
but one Glad:.ator was shot down and the: pn.lot killed. Meanwhile
an Audax of No. 4 S.F.T.S. on & test Plight over the Habbaniya
plateau was attacked and shot down by an Me.110. That seme
evening two Blenheim Fighters re-visited Mosul aerodrome to -
‘strafe'_:‘ the rema:.nn.ng German aircraft encountered there that
mominé and sctA two of these on fire and demeged four others.
On the re'l.:urn ,jou:mey the Blenheims encountered a heavy sand- ("3
Ietom and as dax_'lmessA hed now fallen flying was very difficult, Y
,bd'b with the aid of flares on the plateau they located the
flebbaniya aerodrome and both landed safely.
" On thé next day (17 May) two Gladistors of No. %

Squadron Detaclment on-a recopnaissance over Rashid encountered

two 2e.110"s and shot them both down, snd néxt day a Blenheim -~

1o vizs six Me.110's, f'OU.l Me.109's, one He:n.nkel Iz a.nd five unidentified aircraft,
2, o temporery E.R,S's were formed to telce its place as .soon as poss:n.ble. a

li
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Fighter located and shot up a damaged Me 110 on the ground near
Baghdad, ‘ \Iea.mvh::.le other Me.'HO's had attacked "Kingcol"

which waes now on the flnal stage of its march to Habbaniya,

. For its protection aga:l.nst'-fu»rther air attavokswalrcraft of No. "~

4 S.F.T S. .Were sent to escort "Kingcol", which errived at
Ha.bbanlya on 18 Ma.y and encemped beyond the far side of the
aerodrome on the <,<'1 - of‘ the Habbaniya la.ke.

It wes nOw upparent thet if the German Air Force \Jaé
allowcd to get establ:.shed in force in 'Ireq it could prevent
any movements by our g;round f‘orces and would be a SerlouS
menece to Hebbaniye. Thc R.A.Fo fighters et Habbanlya. (WhJ-Ch
had been augmented on 16 liey by four Hurricenes of No. 9k

Squedron) -were still insufficient to maintain standing peatrols

‘over the cantonment (necessitated by the impracticebility of

any sdequate Warnihg systen oﬁing’ to the limited territdry of
the cantqnment) and also to carry out reco‘nnais.sances,_‘ escorfs
to borbers and the prote'ction. of ground troopse These
problems ’confron'ted Alr Vice-Mershal D'Albiac on his arrivael at
Habbaniye on 18VMay- to'asswne Commend of Air Headquarters,
'Iraq, in place of Air Vice-it arshal Smar’b who hed been badly
1n,]ured in a motor accident on 15 Mey and was. flovm to the
hospital at Basra two days leter (17 May)s  Air V;.ce-Ma.rsha.l

D'Albiac was accampanied by the Aide-de-Camp of H.R.H. The

.-Regent as it was intended thet he should be present in the

event of our forces entei‘ing Baghdad.

v

The new A.Q. G. found tlmt plens for the capture of

_ FalluJa. had been erra.nged to teke place on 19 May (the day

after his arr:n.val) These plans had been approved by the
G.0,C. Troops and nad been accep‘bed by the Air Staff at .
Habbaniya, ond the AeOoCo decided to give his consen‘b thereto -
as all the ére]j_fninary arrangements hed been mede., Moreover
it was now too late to alter the plan without inocurring a

further. postpone:nent1, and (qs will be seen in the following'

G.81960
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details of the plan) it was essential to secure the bridge at
Falluja W:Lthout further delay.

Ibid o Plan for the Capture of FalluJa

The town of Falluja stands on the Euphrates and is on
the direct line of approach to Baghdad; it possessed one bridge.'
‘which provided the only satisfactory cfossing of the Euphrates,
north of Musaiyib. 'There was also a bridge_at Mnsaiyib,vand .
an advance on Baghdad by way of this township.(instead of .via a

Falluja) had been,considefed.. It was, however, apperent that
an approach to the Musaiyib bridge -~ which would entail the
crossing of some 60 miles of desert - would not Anly be" more
. difficult to conceal fram the enemy .but would present sarious
administrative difficulties owing to the ccmparativély small
amount of motor transport available. |
| The bridge at Falluja was & steel girder structure
con51st1ng of flve spans of 177 feet: - the demolition by the
enemy of any one of these Spans would effectively block an
-edvance in force along the direct route to Baghdad and it was
therefore essential to prevent any such destruction. Falluja'
itself was held by a weak Brigede of enemy Infantry, but its
main strength lay in inundations which now covered the direct
line of attack from the direction of Habbaniya, the Habbaniya -
Baghdad roed (which passed over the Falluja bridge) having.been
flooded for a stretch of two mniles at a pbint some four miles
to the west of Falluja. These inundations presented an
] impassable barrier, but there was still an alternative route
(with only one small gap in it) consisting of an incomplete
section of the newly-constructed Mujara = Falluja causewaj known
~as "Hammond's bund". Moreover, although there were considersble
inundations on the northern side of the Euéhrates, there were
possible lines of advance on Falluja from that side provided
that some method could be devised of transporting the troops
and equipment across the river. ° This means was provided in the

form of a flying bridge ferry at Sin El Dhibban which was
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congtructed by two Air Ministry Works Directorate " officers. with
a party of Sgppers ,a.nd Mi_ ers.:
| The plan fdr the capture of Falluja as eventually |
formulated was conditioned by the following factors:-

(2) The impossibility at that time of getting troops.and

_ . equipment in any degree of strength across ii,he. breach
in "H'a,nmt.mq,,'s bund". . o

() The very Limited c'apacity of the ‘newly-cdns’;'&fu‘d:tedw
br:.dge ferry at Sin E1 Dhibban. ,

(c) The essentn.al need of gett:.ng the attacking troops
in pos;,tlon at dawn on the day chosen for the-.
operation so as to avoid giving the enemy sufficient
'warning of our intentions which would enable him'to
destroy the Fallu,Ja bridge.

(d) The necessn.ty for avo:.d:mg street fighting. m
Fallu,ja, .partly awing to the cqnpz_arative -WG?@?%S of
our, qu,ilable forces. ‘ |
The blan Whioh was fin;lly adopted was as, follgw{gg i

The attacking troops were to move to their. poSitiong .outside
Falluje during the night before the day of the attack, and .
'tl)efore dévm a series of heavy air attadks were to be made on
those .points‘:in Falluja which it was kmown (from our air
reconnaissances and from ground reports) weré_held, ,]iaywenemy .
troops,. the chief o'bj,gct of this aerial attack being
demoralisatién. These air attacks were to be maintained until
;‘the enemy surrend'ergd...ﬂ Meanwhile the ‘troops were to be

~ divided into five small colums (numbered 'A', 'Gt, 'L, et

‘ _ ¢ and 'V';);_1- three of these would be composed of about 100 I,pf‘anfxy

with supporting weapons, one would be camposed of the same
n‘umbier of Infantry and supporting weapons and also a troop of
the -"Habbaniya Artillery" with the captured 3.7 inch jk‘l_owj.tz‘qrs,:.‘;
a}nd,,_oné would consist of oné Section of the R.A.F. Armoured Car

Compeny. *  Of these five columns, one (No. 'G') was to é@ve_\r}c_é

1. & ske'toh map of the operat:l.ons showing positions of the oolumns eto. is
appended (from Air H.Q. 'Iraq, Form 540, Entry of 16 May 41, Appx:. 16/5/41/3)+
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along "Hammond's bund" (Wa.d:.ng through the weter in the gap),‘
three (Nos. 'A', Ly and 'S') were to cross the new Sin El N
Dh:.bban ferry with the how:,tzers and R.A F, axrmoured cers and |
move round by the Var:Lous cenul "'bunds" to positions at Notch
Falls end - astrlde the road le dlng north-west from Falluja,
and one column (No 'V') was to be landed at dawn by troop
‘ carrying a::_rcraft in a pos:Lt:Lon a.str:.de the road from Falluja
" to Notch Falls and coverlng the~ma1n Falluja ~ Baghdad rosd | f-\
. with fire. The pos:.t:.on to be ta_lcen up by this column was to
block all the ex:n.ts from FaJJ.uJa except the track leading south-
east to the Abu Ghuralh'Regulatorﬁ ~this track was to be
. covered by & troop of 25 pounder guns of "Kingcol" which wes to
. take up its position inmediately to the west of the breach.in
"Haxinnond’s bund", ' The fiue .c.olumns were to be in their
positions by 05. 00 hours at wh:n.ch hour the aerial bombing atta.ck
-on the tomn was to begln. v L
It hed been intended oﬁginally that the sbove plan
should be put into operation on 17 May, but delays in the
construetlon of the ferry at Sln El Dhibban and the slow progress
of "Kingcol" (whose advanced troops did not reach Mujara until
late .on 16 May), had necessitated its postponement until 19 May.
Ibid: . R The plan for the capture of Falluje seemed to the
o A.0.C, to be. open to poss:.ble cr:.t:.clsm as in his opinion it
placed toéo much on the Royal Althorce and made little use of
- the columns of troops so. 1aboriously moved into position except
to march them into the town if and vhen the enemy's garrison =~
. had been bambed into retreat or surrender 'by our aircraft,
. Although, the A.0.0. fully agreed that the meximum air effort should
| be employed in the opening stages of the operation he did not
cons:n.der that a prolonged air bombardment throughout the day
Was sound, and he felt that a ground assault should be ma.de
A ‘nmneda.ately follow:_ng the air atte.ck at dawn. He considered /“s
| that in this manner the full value of surpr.i.ee and “initial |
‘shock would have been geined and (as events proved) Awoulvd have
been entirely suocessi‘ul. Apart f'roa‘n. what he considered this

G+ 81960



57.
nu'.s-employment' of air power the A.0.C. also felt that the
-~ _ primary role of the Royal Air Force at this time was not the
l | assault of ground o’b,je_yotivés whose capture could be effected by
ground forces, but was to seek out and destroy the German Air
Force Units' in 'Irag. It was, therefore, with some reluctance
that he agreed to the plan éoing forward, as he considered that
to harness the main'air effort to the diréct support of the
- ) - Army's operations wés - in the circwnstame; brought- about by
the intervention of the Germen Air Force - to direct it from
its primary role.
The Attack
In accoraance with .the foregoing plan the groun.d
columis moved out from Habbaniya to their forward positions at
dusk on 18 May. . Owing to various unavoidable delays in
crossing canals the three colwms which crossed the Euphrates by
the new Sin El Dhibban ferry did not resch their positions until
long éfter the air. action had started at 05.00 hours on- the
following morning (19 .I\.'Ia;y'). The columa astride the Habbaniya -
' Falluja road was in position af first light, and the airborne '
* column in four Bombay1 and two Valentia aircraft was landed
successfully before 05..00. hours at its position asfridg the
road leading north;east from Falluja.
| Meanwhile at first light two Audaxes of ﬁo, L S.F.T.S.
took off to cut the telephone wires which linked Falluja v;ith
Baghdad. There were two telephone lines, one through the
,‘s\ cultivation outé,ide the town and one across the plain beyond '
Fallu,ja.' The line thrqugh the cultivation was cut in sevéral
places by one Audax by the novel but simple process of flying
backwards and férwards through the wires for about a mile',
the Audax being only slightly demeged. The other line was the
main one and as there were too many wires for similar treatment
- o the second Audax landed on the plain behind 1';he enemy 's .'Iines
and téxied up between the poles.. The pilot then stood on the

top wing and cut the wires with a pair of wire cutters while-

1. The Bombays (detached from No. 216 Sqdn in Egypt) had conveyed 1st Essex Regt.
(1ess two Companies) from H.3 and Hek to Hebbaniya. (Air H.Q.Pal. & T.J.
G«81960 Form 540, Entry of 16 May A1)
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S/Ldr,
Dudgeon's
"The Defence
of Habbaniya™

| the.gunner chopped down two of 'the 'poles with an axe.

At 05 00 hours ten Blenheim Bombers of No. 84 Squadron -

Detachment and forty-seven aircraft (Gordons, Oxfords and
"Auda.x’es) of No. &4 8.F.T.S. - escorted by Gladiators of No. ol

Squedron Detachiment - began ‘5 heavy bombing attack on the targets

ellotted to them in Falluja; while four Blenheim Fighters of ,

No. 203 Squadron Detachment made a patrol over the towm..
Several of the pup:Ll pllots of No. 4 S, 1" T.S. had become ‘ ﬁ
accamplished dive-banbers and one of the Gordons scored twio hits

with 250 1b borbs on the town water-bower out of four bambs

dropped. - After one hour's bombing, pamphlets calling on the

" garrison to surrender were dropped, but as these did not produce

any response'1 the bombing was continued intermittently during
the'morning. As it became appe.rent that the ~bomb:i.ng was not
heving the desired ef'f'ect of inducing the enemy to surrender

it was decided (somewhat tardily) to attempt to capture the
bridge by an assault by the columnn facing 1t from the west.

To cover the approach of the assualting column the enemy positions
on the west bank of the Euphrates (facing and enf:.lad:.ng the
br:l.dge) were subjected to intense dive and pattern bomb:.ng for
gbout ten minutes (at 14.45 hours) followed by thirty-five
minutes' shelling by the troop of 25 pounder guns. The
asse.ulting column then rushed the bridge which was secured
without interference by the enemy, and by 17.00 hours the town
was captured. |

| Duringb the bombing of Falluja the aircraft of No. X4 —
S.F.T.S. mede 131 sorties and dropped 9% tons of bombs, and the
Blenheims of No. 8 Squadron'Detaohment made 7 sorties and

dropped 4% tons of bombs. Subsequent interrogation of

pr:Lsoners showed thet the enemy s morale had suffered

(A.H.B. severely f‘rom the intensive bomblng attacks WhJ.Ch they
II J3/2) A 7~
part:.cularly fee.red
By the ew}fening of the followirié day (20 May) our
1e It was 1earned subsequently from prisoners that the enemy had not dared to

leave cover when the bomb:.ng ceased and they~ thercfore da.d not see the

pamphléts,

.



troops had completed their occupatlon of Falluja and had taken |
over 300 prisoners. There had been no casualties to any cf
i the Army or Royal Alr Force perscnnel durlng the whole of the

‘operations at Falluja.

The German Air Menace

Meanwhile it had been ascertained by reconnaissances

A=V-M -~ that the German aircraft - whose exact strength was unknowﬁ‘-
D'Albiac's ' : -
"Ops 1n : were operating meinly from Mosul, but it was thought they might
'Traq " ' . :
~~ (A.H.B,) be using other aerodromes, especially Rashid, as advanced
: II J3/3 : '

lending-grounds. It wac only possible to attack Mcsul - the
probable main basé of the German aircraft and therefore the
chief objective ic“the hunt for their liquidation - by a
comparatively small portlon of our avallable alrcraft at
Habbaniya: on account of the long dlstance involved. Lhe only

" long-range sircraft available were the twelve Blenhelmc1 but of
these only four were flghters which, in the oplnlon of the

A, 0.C., were the only suitable type of aircraft for attacklng
enemy aircraft on the ground., Accordingly a request for two
long-range Hurricanes was signalled to,Rcygl Air Force
Headquarters, Middle Eact, on 19 May. These were promptly
supplied and arrived at Habbaniya on 21 May. |

The possibility that the‘German Air Force was using

Rashid and other aeroirames where they could conceal their

. sircraft in hangars decided the A.0.C. to attempt the
destruction of the hangars at Rashid. Accordingly (on 20 May)
a bombing force of'niné Oxfords, five Gordons and fourteen

- A Audaxes of Nc. L S.F.T.S; and four Blenheinm Bomberc of No. 84

Squadron Detachment -~ covered by a screcn'of Gladiators and

Hurricanesz and fwc Bienheim Fighters3 ~ attacked the hangar

area. at Rashid aerodfcme. In this attack nearly all the large’v

hangars were hit of demaged by near misses (as shown by

photographs takcn during the operation),»and it was considered
= ” ' | prdbabie that the object of denying bheir use to German aircraft

had been achieved. During this attack several anti-sircraft

1. Of Nos. 8% and 203 Squadron Detachment.
2¢ -Of No. 94 Squadron Detachment.
G.81960 3+ Of No. 203 Squadron Detachment.
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posts on .the . aerodrome were silenceci by machine-gun fire ~ end
one blown up by a 20 1b-bomb - of the ‘Blenhe::Lm Fighters. From -~
thence .énwards until the termination of hostilities all the most
likely 1a.nding grounds (meinly in the Mosul and Baqube areas)
LWGI'G réconnoitred both visually and iahotographically as then
as possible, but only at Kirkulk were any German aircraft found.
apert fram those at iosul.. _
The importance of liquidating the German Air Units was fi\

again demonstrated on 20 May (the day of the R.A.F's bombing
attack on Rashid) when: four Me,110's .and threé Heinkel III's
a‘btackec\i Habbaniys resulting in two f‘ireé :'Ln hangars containing
~training aircraft1- which, with one Wellesle,y. and one Blenheim
'quber, were all burnt out, while several aircraft on the ground
were damaged. Two patrolling Hurrice‘mes of No. 94 Squadron
Detactment pursued the Heinkels and demaged two of them. — Our
- casualties from this raid were one Army c;fficer and one c¢ivilian
killed and two Army (British) other renks wounded. On the
following day (21 May) two Me.110's attacked Hab‘t;aniya with
‘machine-guns from 500,f§etA: a Hurricane aﬁd two other aircraft
on the ground were slightly damaged, and two R.A.F. off:';.cers

were wounded,

Enemy Counter-Attack at Fallu,ja,

On 22 Mgy the victory obtained by the capture of
Falluja might well have been negati#ed by a counter-attack which
| the enemy delivered at 03.00 hours with the object (it was
ieazrned subéequently) of blowing up the bridge over the -~
Buphratess Our ground forces in the town had been reduced and |
the guns which had covered the ‘bridge from the breach in
"Hemmond.'s bund! had been withdrawm; this enabled the enemy
to' deliver a sudden asssult with Infantry and light tanks which
drove in our outposts and penetrated into the town. However,
their advance was checked by a spirited counter-asttack made by

two Agsyrian Companies of the 'Iraq Levies, and some effective -

1. ¥iz: Two Harts and one Moth.
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dlve-bomblng by alrcraf‘t of ’\Io. 4 S.F.T.S. on enemy troops
approachlng the tovm broke up the:.r attaclc and rc,stored the
s1tuat10n. Dux-:n.mT th:.s operatlon a lorry loaded with gun
| cotton 1ntend.ed for the demollt:.on of the bridge received e
: : dlrect hlt from é bonb and wes blown to f‘ragments.
M v Wha.le the operat::.ons at Falluja were in progress the
:“Audaxes of No. 4 S F.T.S. a.nd two Blenhe:n_m Bombers of No. 84
’Squadron Detachment ~ with an escort of Gladiators end |
; Hurricanes1 - a.ttacked the 'Iragi Army and Air Force reserve
) petrol dump at Cassel's Post2 which was set on fire by the
th:.xd bomb ‘dropped, nearly one million gallons of petrol belng
destroyed.‘ On the seme day the two long-ra.nge Hurricanes
(1ncorporated. in No. 94 Squadron Detachment) attecked dispersed
L l : . enemy a:l.rcrait at Mosul, two being destroyed and several others
- damaged' one of the Hurricanes was shot dovm. Meanwha.le
Hebbaniys was attacked fwice-b& Heinkel ITI's and oﬁce by an
Me.110, same damage to.buildings“ apd cabsualties of three Army
(British) other reanks resuiting. |
- During ﬁhé next few days bambing attacks and offensive
reconnaissanoésvwere made in various localities and thousands of
pemphlets were d.ropped on écme 19 towns and townships in 'Iraqe
These 'attac.ks included & reid at Baquba aerodrome by Hurricanes
of No. 94 Squadron Detachment which destroyed two enemy aircraft
end damaged two others, and at Mosul aerodrome where four enemy
aircraft were damaged by the Hurricane's 3 & bombing attack on
Kirkuk aerodrome by Blenheim IV's of No. 8. Squadron,” and
a.nother; raid 'o.n. iBaqubé. when a.Blenheim Fighter of No. 203

Squadron Detachment shot up a Breda and a Northrop aircraft.

!

Bamnbing of Ramadi
Meanwhile several Oxford aircraft of No. 4 S.F T.3.

had made & series of derqonstratlon flights over Remadi (which

1. Of No. 94- Squadron Detachment.
2. Situated (on the railway) approx. 13 miles north-ecast of Baghdad.
e .The Blenheims dropped 250 1b bombs end incendiesries in a level attack from .
© -3;000 t0°2,000 feet; On 24 May -the three remaining aircraft of No. 84
Sqgdn a.rr:.ved at Habba.m.ya a.nd tho Whole Sqdn Was now f‘omally transferred
- from Egypte. : .
G. 81960
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was held by the enemy's 1st Infantry Brigade) during which -

'pamphlets were dro‘p_ped calling on the garrison. to surrender,

As these flights produced no results a formation of Oxf‘ords and
Audaexes - escorted by Glad:l.ators - of No.. 4 S.F. T S. bombed
Remadi on 25 May (dropping 8 tons of borbs ) Wh:Lle our Artlllexy
shelled the town. The garrison, however, still refused to
surrender and a further bom"bing attack was made at dusk on 27
May.

These opcratlons failed to produce the desired rcsult

but they doubtless had same ‘secondary value in d:.vert::.ng the

enemy's attention f’rom the British preparat:n.ons for the

projeoted advance on Baghded.

Smmﬁax*i

| The second phase of the’ operations to crush the 'Iragi
rebellion was marked by -

(1) .the advance of "Habforce" and the arrival of "Kingcol" at
Hebbaniya and ’

(2) the appearance of the German 4ir Force in 'Trag,

(1) The reinforcements brought by "iingcol" resulted.- with
the full co-operation of the Royal Air Force =~ in the
capture of Falluja, which cleared the way for the final
advance .on Baghdad.

(2) The intervention of the German Air Force brought & new.
camplexion to the oper‘ations, and its speedy neq.tra.lisation
at once became of the first importance. This
neutralisation was 'acconlp;ished successfully by the Royal
Air Force which hunted down and destroyed the German
aii'craft; denied them the use of MTraqgi .bases and aero~
drames, and prevented as far as possible the conveyance
of the:.r ammunition and supplies along the reilwsy from

: Syr:La. & somewhat remakrable feature of the German
,in’cervention was the conplete lack of'co-ordination
between their Air Units and the 'Iraqi Avmy. In the
opinion of the 4.0.C. 'Iraq, if the German He.110's

had intervened during our attack on Falluja on 19 Mey
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63.
they would have ceused heavy losses among.the obsolete
and training types of aircraft of No. 4 S.F.T.S. which |
were bombing the town, and might Well’have given the
'Iraqi defenders sufficient encouragement to hold oute
Moreover, the German aireraft made no attempt to give
supﬁort to the 'Iragi counter-atteck on Fallujs on 22 May.
The reason for these failures on the part of the Germans
to co-ordinate their attacks with the 'Iragi axmy may well
have been due to the death of Mzjor Axel von Biamberg
(son of fhe Field-Mershal and former German Wer Minister) ,
who was sent to direct the Germen intervention in support
of the 'Tragi rebels. It appears that von Blomberg '
travelled by alrplene to Baghdad where Rashid A£1i and his
Ministers were awaiting him, and that on its arrival the
airplane, while circling overhead preparatory to‘lénding,
ﬁas fired on by some irresponsible tribesmen, one of

the shots killing von Blomberg.
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6k,
V. THE iDVGNCE ON BAGHDAD

Control of Air Operations, -Habbaniya .
Meanwhile, before the advence on Baghdad began, tne

control of air _ope:;‘et:j,qr;eat, Habbaniya;.}wes reorganised.. From

. the opening of hostilities (on 2 May) the control of all fiying

operations had been vested in a single officer known as the
0.C. Air Striking Force, Habbaniya, -but subsequent experience

had shown the advisability of a deséntralisation of control,

.partly to relieve the over-burdening of the 0.C. Air Striking

. Force, and partly because air Qpefations based on Habbaniya

fell into tiwo distinct eategofies,
The twe;pein operational tesks'confronting the 4dir
Forces at Habbaniya-were;—-

(1). .The conduct. of & strategical offensive agalnst the
'Iraq; Army and the Geman air Force, together w1th
ths. provision of tactical air. support for - our ground
forces, and

. (2) The defence_of_Habbaniya egainst air attack.
It was decided (as from 25 May). that the responsibility

for carrying out these two tazsks would be delegated to the 0,C.

: Air Strlklng Force and a newiyhmade appointment of an 0.C. Alr

Defence Force, each of these officers: being respon51ble to Air
Headquarters. TheAQ.C. £ir Striking Force was put in
operational eontrol of all the Bomber Units at Habbaniya and
was responsible;fpr all bombing operations, strategical
reconnaissences, ond the provision of close support for the
ground forces, as ordered by -Air Hesdquarters. The 0.C. Air
Defence Force was given operational:cpntrol of all Figﬁter
Units, anti-aircraft gun and machine-wun'defenees“eﬁdmfhe eir
raid warning organlsatlon, and he wess respon31ble for the close

co-ordlnatlon of air end ground defences and for the develqpment

of an efficient werning system. o ) j~'€A,,
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' .Pre'pgratlons f‘or 'the “dvance

There were as yet no Squo.dron Intell:l.gence Officérs - ™

but the enast:.ng W:Lng Tact:u.cal Intell:.gence Section was. to serve

1
both the .l‘a.r Stnk:.ng génd Air Det’ence Forces.

On 26 May the road f‘rcm Khan Nuqta.2 to Baghdad was

'photographed by en Oxford a:.rcraft of No. 4 S.I‘ T.S. as a

prelude to the advence, and in the mea.nt:me 00ns:|.derable : ™
preparatory wo:rk had been carried out bj the Sappers and Miners
(under the d:l.rect:.on of the Air Ministry Works Departmont Staff)
on repa:Lr:Lng the breach in the Euphra.tes "bund" above Falluja,
and in constructlng a :f'erry across the. gap in "Hammond's Bund"
The adVance was scheduled to beg:.n before dawn on 28 May, the
plan of operat}:.on‘s‘. being as fpllbws:-
The attacking force ("Kingeol") was to 'befin two
columns - North and Swtﬁ. The North colum;i %ra.s to mbve north

end then epproach Baghdad from the north-west, No air

co-operation was to be provided for this column. - The South

(or main) column (consisting of 70 - 80 vehicles, four guns
dramm by tractors and three armoured cars) was to advance across
the Fallu.ja Plein and ‘thence astride the foad to the Iron Bridge

over the Washash cahal on the western outskirts of Baghdad,

" The South column wes to be provided with

(a) Air reconnaissence and reliefs in the ajr fram the
start of the ad.vance‘until the éuccessml-campletion
” of the operation, ‘ ‘ : ™
. (b) Close support (if necessary) of two.'Bo.mber forces |
which were to be on call by "Kingcol" as requ:.red.3

(c) F:Lghter escort o prov:.de cover .for the Bomber forces

". A chéi't showing the control orgenisation (excexpted from Air H.Q. 'Iraq

. Form 540, Entry of 25 May 41, .ppx. 25/5/1;.1/2) is given in Appendix ipn,
' 2, Situated approx. 17 miles east of Falluja.

j.f,."The 18t Force was to censist of 2 Flights of aircraft: the code word for f‘\
its call was "Normel", The 2nd Fporce was to consist of all other
available aircraft: the code word for its cell was "Noisy", If "Normal®

had not been called for when "No:.sy" was called, then both "Normal" and

"Noisy"

were to -£o into action.

. G.81960.
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- if and when required, but not for defence against low
. flying attacks on the column unless these should prove
particularly virulent end sustained. |
As a precaution against air éﬁta‘cks in error on the
ground forces, .the.t‘:rqopsg :were provided:with 'a distinguishing

white patch (6 inches square). on their.backs.

The Advance . 0. i

In accordance with the foregoing plan the sdvance

~ Was nade 'b_y the twp columns, the North column (consisting of e

regiment of t‘he Arab Legion, a Squadron of Household Cavalry
and same Armoured Cars) which moved on the night of 27/28 May,
crossed the ferry at Sin El Dhibban and noved in a wide

ngarﬁherlyl (and thence easterly) sweep towards K}rlaxfti.main.1 This

.Was a long détour but the column reached Taji2 by the evening

of 28 May and was-advencing on Khadimsin, Here it was held up,

.. and although it was. unable to make any further appreciable

- progress it did valuable work in threatening Baghdad end

helping to demoralise the rebel Government.

The South (or main) column left Falluja at first

light on 28 May and by 07,00 hours it -had captured the Police

Post at Khan Nuqta which had been garrisoned by the enemy,
From Khen Nugta its advance was greatly hindered by the

destruction of the road bridges over the canals. which the enemy

had.car:m.ed out during their retreat from Falluja, and by the

opening of the Abu Gharaib '‘Regulator.by enemy troops holding that

position. Meenwhile close support and reconnaissance patrols

were maintained with our ground troops throughout the day V'by'

eircraft-of No. 4 S.F.T.S., and a Gladiator-of No. 9% Squadron -

Detachlment reconnoitred the Baghded area.
During the next day (29 May) the South Column was
still held up by the extensive inundations near Khan Nugba.

Aircraft of No. 4 S.F.T.S. made standing patrols and

1o Situated on the railway some four miles north-west of ‘Baghdad, (See the
- Sketch map "Remadi to Baghdad" - Maps and Plans No.2 taken from Appx. "D" to
A-V-M D'Albiac's "Report on Ops in Iraq" 2 May to 31 May, 41, A.H.B. II J3/3)
2. Situated on the railway approx. eight miles north-west of Khadimain.
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reconnaissances and bombed local targets in support of our
- troops. During a bombing raid of Khan Nquta by three of our -~
- Audaxes =.escorted by a“Gladiatorpf No. 94 Squadron Detachment -
two Itélian'C.R.#Z's were encountered which forced down one of
the Audaxes. The Gladiator shot down one of the C.R.42's' and
.. the dther then made off at high speed. Thes.e'. C.R.42's belonged .
to the 42nd Italian Fighter Squadron which h,a;d arrived in 'Iraq
Qn the previous day (28 May) and was bei;lév"ed. tc'> be based a‘b. Kirkuk. (A\
- Meanwhilé Blenheims of No. 8% Squadran bombed enemy troops south A
‘of Falluja rnear the Abu Gharaib "Regulator", .

Other Activities of" the R.A.F.

~f Ry w7 .7 In the meantime while fhe_ advance on Baghdad was

- progressing the Royal Air Force was also 'emp'loy:ed on other

~ operations. On 28 May a special iemo]i“’t.:ion.party (flown in a
Valentia from Air Headqua‘r;tersA, Middle, East, to Habbaniya on 25

- May) flew to Campaniya railv}ay station (inh north-east Syria -
a few miles west of Tel Kotohek) and bléi’ﬂ:'fﬁp a railway bridge,

~ Teturning to Habbaniys the same day. On the neit day (29 May)
two Blenheim IV. Fighters of No. 84 Squadron made a low-flying |
attack on the Baquba. asrodrome and, seriously dsmaged one Northrop,
two Italian C.R.42's and several unidentified biplanes® with

20 1b bombs ‘and machine-gun fire, =~ '

Final Stages of the ‘Advance

Meanwhile the South colmnh of'éfi:ibp's (which had been
held up by the inundations east of Khan l\iuqté) ‘had succeeded
in- advancing &s some local natives, seeing the destruction of the -~
water to their crsps, had opened ans;ther "b@&" and letA the
' water ‘escape.- By (59.00 hours on 30 May the colwmn had pushed
-on and reached the Experimental farin a few ﬁiles ea.;;;t of

Baghdad, end by nightfall it had reached a point three miles

1.  The pilot of this C.R. %42 baled out and was taken prisoner by our ground -~
i forces, . o v
2¢ Same of these biplanes may have been C.R.42's of "the Italian Fighter Sqdn.
The number of biplanes which were demaged cannot be ascertained with any =
certainty as one of the Blenheims reported *strafing' four and the other =~
Blenheimreported hits with bombs on "many". -

~ G.81960
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from the Iron Bridge over the Washash canal on the outskirts. of
the city. During its progress it had been essisted by
constant a:.r _reconnaissance and by occasz.onal close support
bomb:.ng, and in the evening heavy bombing attacks with locally;
constructed "screaming" bombs1 were made on the enemy barraoks
at Washash by aircraft of No. & S.F.T.S. Meanwhile the North
colﬁnm was still held up by enemy tréops and Artillery near
. Khad:.maln railway station who were bambed by No. 4 S.F.T.S.
l aa.rcraf“b. - During the day fou;r_',., Italian C.R.42's mede &
| demonstration - .at a-safe alti;hlde - ovér our ground troops at
Khadimain but did not del:u.ver nan at tack. Mea.;awhile Blenheims
of No. 84 Squadron bombed Rashld aerodrome, causing a large
fire in the M/T depot, and also dropped pamphlets over Baghdad.2
At about 22.00 hours a wireless message was‘ received
by the G.0.C. "Habforce", at Habbeniya,” fram the British
Ambassador at Eaghﬂéd requesting" that an 'Iragi flag of truce‘
accampanied by a representatlve of the Embassy should be
reoe:l.ved at the Iron BrJ.dge as soon as poss:.ble.l" A reply
was sent. 1nform.1ng the Ambassador that emissaries would be in
" pos:.tlon of our advanced troops two miles west of the Iron
Bridge at 04.00 hours next mbrning (31 r’[ay). Two further
sig,nals;} were rebeived from the Ambasssdor stating (1) that the
Lord Mayor of Baghdad had visited the Ambassador and hed stated
that at a meeting of notables in the city the hope had been
e@ressed that H.R.H. the Regen’c5 would return to Baghdad next
day (31 May) and (2) that Rashid Ali and his ‘cabinet, the
Germa.n and Italian M:Ln:u.sters, and the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem had
fled to Persia; that the Administration had been taken over
temporarily by the Lord Mayor and a committee who asked for

an immediate axrmistice; and that the Regeﬁt should come to

1e
2e
. Se
Lo
5e
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Subsequent information revealed that the "screaming" bambs had in fact
failed to scream.
The Blenheims dropped 250 1b bombs from heights of 8,000 to 3,000 feet.

Lieut.~Genl. Clark had arriveéd at Habbaniya for the operationse.

This was the first wireless message received from.the Embassy since its
W/T set had béen dismantled by 'Iragi officials on 3 May (see page 28 su;gra.).
The Regent had arrived with his suite at Ha.bban:l.ya on 22 May.
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Baghdad at once and form 2 new .government, ~
A-V-M L A'b dawn on, 31 May the G.0.C. and the A.0.C. met the
D'Al‘_t?iac's. S
-~ "Ops in 'Iraql envoys and the terms of the ermistioe were agreed th.ch
'‘Trag" - i oo
(AH.B. were, 'br:n.efly, as follows:=-
IT,J3/3). - - -

That hostilities’ should cease forthmith; .that the 'Iragi
. .A:rmy though permitted to retain its weapons, should
.return forthwith to 1ts normal peace~time stations, and -~
that in particular ’Iraq:. troops . should evacuate Remadi -
by m:.d-day on 1 June; that all British prisoners of war |
‘. and civilian 1nternees should be released at once," and
that 'Iraq:. pr:.soners should be handed over when the
full terms of the arm:.st:.oe ‘had been complied with,
| FJ.nally, that all German and Italian personnel and
equ-:me_ent should be detained by the 'Iraq Government
| pending .further instructions.
| On the. seme day (1 June) H. R H. The Regent and his
.'retlnue, acccmpan:.ed by Jamil Madf' (afterwards Pr:.me Minister
of 'Iraq) left Ha'bban:.ya for Baghdad. :They were met by the
Br:Lt:Lsh Am.bassador at the outsklrts of - the city .and rece:.ved a
Warm Weloome from the people of Baghdad.
v It had already been decided that one Bomber Squadron
of the Royal A:Lr Foroe should occupy Mosul, but as it was
l'oons:Ldered necessary to flrst ‘8ecure the aerodrome - in view of’ -
) | the uncerbalnty of the situation - the 2/l ‘Gurkha Rifles were
‘flown to Mosul by Douglas and Valentia aircraft of No. 31 (Transport) m |
quuadron and the Conummlcat:.on Fllght while Blenhe:uns of No.
-84 Squadr'on meintained patrols of Mosul: serodrome during the
la.ndq.ng_.s and "take-offs _"._ - On 5 June No. 84 Squadron moved to
‘Mequv.. oo V
L - Meanwhi:le it had been decided to close down No.vlg..w
8.F.T.8. and to transfer all the Hart and Oxford aircraft’te
- the R.A.F. Service Flying Treinihg Sehool at Geneifa { Egypt).
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Summary

The third - and shortest - phase of the operations
wes centred on the advance to Baghdad which culminated in the
flight of Rashid Ali and his supporters and the return of
H.R.H. Thé Regent to Baghdad. Both prior to and du?ing the
advance the Royal Air Force gave valuesble assistance to our
gfound forces, end their operatio.ns at Baquba (on 29 May) while
the advance was in progress accounted for a considerable number
of enemy aircraft.

The appearance of Italian Fighters on the 'second day
of the advance was a potential menace to our operations, but
the half-hearted efforts of these aircraf‘ﬁ to give support to
the 'Iraqi ground forces had no effeot upon the issue of the
conflict, their onl.y success being the forcing of a 7
reconnaissance Audax to meke a hurried landing near Khan Nugta,
for the loss of oné of their number. On the following day
(29 May) two more of these C.R.42's (and perhaps others) were
damaged in fhe raid by the Blenheim IV Fighters at Batqu,ba;1
Thereafter, on 31 Mey, four officers and fifty~two other
ranks of this Italian Squadron, accompaned by some Germans,
arrived by motor convoy at Tel Ko'l;chek on their way to the

Syrien border and were disarmed.

1, See pesge 67 supra.

G.81960 .



G+81960

7.

o

VI. GENERAL' SUMMARY OF THE *OPERATIONS

weitiosn i .. . OF THE , ROYAL AIR. FORCE DURTNG _THE

'IRAQ REBEIIION

. The 'Iraq Rebelllon of 1941 was of short duration
.and_irsrsuppress;on w§s”acepmpllshed sucoessfully. The part
which the Royal &11’Foroe played wia.s of great importance and

. a831sted 1n no small.measure to the ‘successful issue of the
 eonflict.

The success of the whole campalgn was largely due to
the personnel of Nb. A S. F T S. who bore the brunt of the
defence;qf Habbenrya and otber subsequent alr operations, and,
dnring the thirty days of .the fighting me@é over 1,600 sorties,
erPP?d.35 tpns of boqns,vand firen 250,000 rounds of
mmmunition.z n, these operatlons they were ably supported by
the Blenhelm Plghters of No. 203 Squadron whose low=-flying
attacks -on enemy aerodromes were very effectlve, and by the
Wellingtons of Nos., 30 and 70 Squadrons operatlng from
Sheibah, . The Valenﬁ;as‘of the Communlcatlon Flight rendered

. good senv;geﬁbqth_in.transport and night_pombing operations,
and the sircraft of Nou 3t (Transport) sqﬁadron fram India
. performed much valuable work in evscnetinQEwcmen'and.cnildren
... and hospital ceases, and in transportlng relnforcements -of
troops, emmnition and supplles. Thereafter the arrmval of
‘the Blenheim Bombers of Vo. 84 Squadron proved a welcome
relnforcement on the return of uhe Wellrngtons to their parent
units, in Egypt, and the advent of the Gladlators and
-Hurricanes of No. 94 Squadron'madeAposs;ble the. maintenance
- of standing fighter patrols, eseprfucpver for the bombers,
and long-range attacks on aerodrones.nseé by Gerhan aircraft,.

The initial phase of the air situation comprised the
neutralisation and virtual destruction of the 'iraqi Adr
Force in the first six days of the operations. This was
followed by the appearance of the German Air_Eorce in fIraq

which constituted a greve menace to our operations~and;might
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well have altered the whole mllltary situation. The

neutrallsatlon of the German Air Unlts became immediately of g

primary 1mportance,'and the speedy and successful accomplishment

'of this objective was,effected by the Royal air Force. With

the signing of the srmistice the remnants of the Germen &ir
Force in''Iraq were elimindted..

©  The intervention of the Itglian Tighters (@hich
occurred towards the end of the operations) was remarkable for ﬂ-ﬁk
its inefficiency, their third (and 1ast) appearance being merely -
an out-of-range demonstration over our forwardhﬁrqqps at Khadimain.
It may well be that the virtuael annihilation of the Italien Air
Foroe in East Africa, which had recently. occurred at the hands of
the Royal and South African fir Forcesyuhad so shattered the
morale of the Italian pilots that they were incepable of
performing any sericus operetion.. 4s in, the case of the Germen
Air Porce, the Italian &ir Units:we:eAaISO eliginated from 'Irag
by the texms of the armistice. - |

. The suppression of the Rebellion - in which the defence
of Habbeniya had pleyed so integral a part - saved 'Iraq and
the whole position of the Middle East. It also saved the road
through Persia which - on- the German invasion of Russia three
weeks later - became vital for the transit of Allied aid to the
Soviet Goverrment.  For the safeguarding of the rp;d through
Persia depended upon the Security of,'Irag, and thﬁs (éocording
to a recent historiaﬁ)v"by,a strange,conjuncpion of events
Habbeniya had seved the Kremlin". If this bé s0, it may be ~
added that the sav1ng of the Kremlln has s1nce proved an | ’

1ncalculable factor in the sav1ng of the worLd.

1. The late P, Guedalla, op: cit:
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SUMARY OF STRENGTH AND SERVICEABILITY = AIRCRAFT OF ROVAL

- . ~ APPENDIX mAn

'"IRAQI 'AIR FORCE as at 15/2/41
. . Location Type of Service- | Unservi- B ’
Serial Unit Function of Unit of Unit Alreraft able Reserve ceable Total Remarks
1 No. 1 Squadron Army Co-op. Mosul Pegasus -
] Audax 10 - - 10 A. Crashes during Period
2 No. 2 Squadron General Purpose ° Rashid Vincent . b - 1 .5 15/11/1940 to 15/2/ 1941,
Rapide and 2 - - :
D 8 .
Dragon » _ - ouglas 8A~l No. 137 (repaired)
Dragonf 1y 1 - 1 .Breda No. 111 (repaired and
nov; ngt)
.6 - - - -
, < Gladiator No. 87
No. 3 Squadron - - REDUCED TO CADRE
° Tiger Moths Nos. L5, 74 & 148
No. 4 Squadron Fighter Kirkuk Gladiator 7= . 1@ 8 )
_— : Audax 3 - - 3 B. -Airecraft put Up for write off
5 No. 5 Squadron Fighter Bamber Rashid Breda 65 L - b 6@ 14 during period
No. 6 Squadron Mediun Bamber Rashid Savoia 79 3 - 2e 5 15/1171940 to 15/2/ 1941
‘ . ' 2 u/s '
7 Noe 7 Squadron Fighter Baber Rashid Northrop 84 6 3s L 15 NIL
. : under
8 Flying Training Flying Training Rashid D.H. Moth 9 4 erection 18 31
3chool )
Magister - - 1@ 1 C. Alrcraft vritten off during
Pegasus period
Audax 3 - 3 6
’ 15/11740 to 15/2/41
AudEX' Ll - 5 5
9 Adrcraft Depot Repair and Overhaul Rashid Gladiator - - R 4 4 NIL
: " Percival - . - 1@ 1
N.B. % Since this date Gladiator 86 has crashed at KIRKUZ Vincent - - 1@ 1
. Rapide - - 1@ 1
@ penotes aircraft ca:nnot. be made serviceable ‘through lack Vega Gull - - 1@ 1
of spares, - 53 13 50
TOTALS ~ 116 Total Aireraft in R, 'I, A,F,
53 7 56 . A :
Percentages ° 48,275 6.03% 45,73 100%

Note:  The above is transcribed fram Air H.Q, 'Iraq, Appx. 8/3/41 to Form 540, Entry of 31 March 191




- APPENDIX "B

DIARY OF EVENTS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING
- .. THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES

30%h April, 1941 .

0300 hours LST. Wireless signal received at Air Headquarters from the
o British Embassy, Baghdad, stating that large bodies of 'Iragi
troops from Rashid were crossing the bridges and moving out of
Baghdad westwards. : >

0330 hours LST: The Gehera;L Alarm was sounded and all defences at
Habbaniya fully menned.

) 0500 hours LST. Reconnaissance aircraft sent up’ fram Habbaniya
e reported that 'Iraqi troops with guns were in occupation of
: the Plateau on the South of the Cantonment. The strength of
the 'Iragi forces was estimated to be roughly two battalions
with a few guns (number not determined). .

'0600 hours LST. An 'Iragi officer arrived at the main gate of the
Cantonment with e message from the 'Iragi Commander of the
troops on the Plateau. He was conducted to the A.0.C. . His )
message was a demand that all flying should be discontinued
and that no person should leave the Cantonment under threat of
shelling by the 'Iragi batteries. ’

0630 hours LST. The 4.0.C. sent a reply to the 'Iraqi commander saying
-that his demands could not be accepted and that any interference
by the 'Iragi forces with the normal training carried out at
Habbaniya would be considered an act of war and would be met by
immediate counter offensive action. ‘ '

0650 hours LST. The 'Iragi demands and the 4.0.C's reply to them were
reported by signal to the British Ambassador at Baghdad, the
G.0.C. Basrah, the Air Ministry, H.Q. R.A.F., M.E. and He Qe
R.A.F., India, The Ambassador was asked to arrange for the
immediate withdrawal of the 'Iragi forces from the Habbaniya
area, and was informed that any increase of these forces would
compel the A.0.C. to take air action.

0920 hours IST. The continuous air reconnaissance being maintained from
Hebbaniys showed that the 'Iraqi forces investing the Centonment -
were being rapidly increased. :

A signal was sent to H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., repeated to G.0.C,
Besrah, H.Q. R.A.F. India, the Air Ministry and the British
Ambassador, Baghdad, reporting the steady increase in the
strength of the 'Iragi forces investing Habbaniys, and that
there were now several field guhs and five 4.5 howitzers being
- placed on the outskirts of the Cantonment. It was also stated
L '~ that air action might have to be taken later in the day if the
' 'Iragi forces were not withdrawn as otherwise the risk of night
attack would be unacceptable. The signal concluded with a
request for assistance to be sent by air the same day.

0930 hours IST. A signal was received from the British Embassy, Baghdad,
in which the Ambassador fully endorsed the action taken by the
4.0.C. in reply to the demends presented by the 'Iraqi envoy.

1100 hours LST. & signal was received from the Embassy, Baghdad but was
very corrupte It was taken to mean that no action should be
taken pending a decision by the Foreign Office as to policy.

1130 hours IST. The 'Iragi Envoy agein presented himself at Air

Headquarters with a second message from the 'Traqi commender,
This message accused the British of having broken the Anglo-
'Iragi Treaty and stated that the 'Iragi commander would not
allow any training or anything else to be carried out as long

G.81960(B)
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as the Treaty was not respected. _ ,
Before replying ‘to this message the A.0.C. in consultation

with

his Staff reviewed the current situation.

Review of Situation Aftér Receipt of Second Messgge from
'Iragi Commander. : '

Arguments for taking immediate offensive action

)

(ii)'

The steady increase in the 'Iragi  investing forces was
meking offensive action progressively less probable of
success. Delay was increasing the relative strength
of the investing force.

The 'Iréqis might wait until darkness- before staging an

-attack. In that case our only really effective weapon

(aircraft) would not be available.

Argunients against‘taking immediate action

(1)

No directive hed been received from higher authority.

. The previous policy of the A.0.C.-in-C., iiiddle East, had

()

always been to avoid a flare up in 'Iraq at any cost.

The existing situation in ILibya and Greece made it
improbable that adequate reinforcements could be spared
for 'Irags There was a possibility that in the
circumstances higher authority might be willing to accept
the 'Iragi demands in order to avoid having to undertske
a fresh campaign. '

The difficulty of defending the Cantonment due to:-
(a} its layout ~ absence of defensive.works

(b) the sbsence of artillery

(c) - the presence of 9,000 oiviliahs'in the Civil
Centonment for which at that time only 4 days rations
were estimated to be available

(d) - the presence of 250 British women and children who
had been evacuatéd the previous day from Baghdad

(e) the unknown‘reliability of the Assyrian Levies (who
. were 'Iragi subjects). ..

Concilusion Reached

In view 6f the sbsence of any directive from higher

authority, and of.the previous policy of the A4,0.C.-in-C.,
sMiddle East, the A,0.C. decided to take no inmediate
offensive action, in spite of the risk such a course involved.

1150 hours IST, - The note sent to the 'Iragi commander in reply to his

- second message, therefore, merely stated that he had raised a
political question which was being referred to the British
Ambassador as it was outside the province of the A.0.C.

The note again asked for the withdrawal of the 'Iragi forces.

.. 1155 hours ILST.

A signal was sent to H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. repeated to

G.0.C. Basrah, H.Q. R.A.F. India; the Air Ministry and the
British Ambassador, Baghdad, giving the gist of the second
message received from the 'Iragi commander, ‘and the A.0.C's
reply to ite The signal also stated that the A.0.C. had
decided not to issue an ultimatum to the 'Iragi commender,
in view of the policy so far pursued by H,Q. R.A.F. M.E,,

and that’ offensive action would be deferred until the '"Iragis
opened fire. An immediate directive was asked for, together

with the possibility of reinforcements,

G.81960(B)
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1330 hours IST (approx). A third message from the 'Ir.'a'Liqi‘;.:c':amnander was

‘delivered to the A.0.C. by the 'Iragi Envoy. The message stated

that the 'Iragi forces would not do anything hostile, if the
Habbaniya garrison did not, but that the 'Iragi forces could not
be withdrawn without orders from Baghdad. The A.0.C. in reply
asked the !Iraqi commander to keep the troops well clear of- the
Cantorment during the hours of darkness so as to avoid, the

*+ possibility of an incident.

'1415 hours IST (approx). A signal from the Ambassador to the Foreign

Office in London was received st Air Headquarters., This was the
signal previously received in corrupt form at 1100 hours LST.

In this signal the Anbassador recommended that we should use
force to restore the situation; he considered the 'Iragi threats
as acts of war justifying immediate air action. Pending Foreign
Office decision whether the issue was to be forced, the -
Anbassador was pressing the 'Traqi Government, for the immediate
withdrawal of their forces. . '

1630 hours IST . A signal was sent %o the Enbassy asking if the Ambassador

agreed with the replies sent by the A.0.C. to the three messages
from the 'Iragi commander and whether he would have preferred
the issue of an ultimatum and, if necessary, the delivery of air
attacks on the steadily increasing forces. The A.0.C. had

‘withheld from taking action pending the Foreign Office's reply to

the Ambassador's request for a directive. The Ambassador
replied later in the evening that he would have preferred quick
aotion but that he realised the A.0.C's difficulties in the
absence of definite instructions from H.M. Government. He
hoped these would be forthcoming soon. '

1 900 hours LST (approx). & signai from the A.0.C.~in-C, Middlé Bast was

15t May, 1941

received confirming the action teken by the A4.0.C. snd promising

to send 10 Wellingtons to Shaibsh forthwith, keeping a further

10 standing by in Palestine, A directive was given that "subject
to Ambassador's views you should take immediate action with
Wellingtons from Shaibah and such sircraft as are at Habbaniya if
'Iragi's open fire." This message was passed to the ‘

0200 hours LST. » ‘ ' imbassador,

who replied giving his full support for any action the A.0. C.
might like to take to liquidate the situation. .

0230 hours IST (approx)., 4 signal was received fram the C.-in-C. India

stating that he considered air actién should be taken immediately
against the 'Iragi forces threatening Habbaniya.

0700 hours IST (approx). A signal from G.0.C. Basrah addressed to C.=in=Ce.

India and repeated to C.~in-C, Middle East was received in which
the G.0.C. stated that his fovces could not help Habbaniya and
asked Middle East to arrange air assistance. _

0830 hours IST (approx). A& signal from the Foreign Office, London to the

G.81960(B) -

Ambessador, Beghdad, was received, stating that the position must
be restored and 'Iragi troops withdrawn without delay, and giving
full authority for the taking of any steps necessary to ensure
~this, including eir attack. On receipt of this directive, the
£.,0.C. considered the question of issuing an immediate ultimatum
to the 'Iragi commender to withdraw his forces. It was however
certain that the local cammender would not be able to comply with-
out reference to Baghdad, and. consequently the time limit given
could not be less than about three hours if any movement of

'Iragi forces in the event of campliance of the 'Iraqi Government .
were to be evident. 4 time limit of three hours would mean

that, if there was no 'Iragi withdrawal evident on its expiry,



e

only half a full day would be available for operations before -~
nightfall,  As he considered that the meximum possible amount of :
- daylight was essential for air action, the A.0.C. decided. to
 request’ the Ambassador to issue an ultimatum diréct to the ‘Iragi
.Government in Baghdad at 0500 hours LST the -following morning,
21’10'. May.' o : "- .

1120 hours LST.‘ A signal was sent by the A.0.C. to the Ambassador repeated

for information to HeQ. R.A.Fe M.E., H.Q. R.A.F. India, G.0.C.
Basrah, Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gulf and- the Air Ministry.
‘In this signal the A.0.C. asked the Ambassedor to deliver an
ultimatum to the 'Iragi Government: at 0500 hours LST:on.2hd May
demanding the immediate withdrawal of the ‘Iragi troops from the

' vieinity of Habbaniya, failing evidence of which air action would f-\\
be taken eommencing at 0800 hours LST. o )

1300 hours LST (approx). A copy of a signal addressed by the Ambassador to

the Foreign Office was received at Air Headquarters. In this
signal the Ambasssdor stated trat hz hed asked the A.0.C. to teke
air action on this day. * During the -afternoon air reconnaissance
reported that further !Iraqi forces were. being brought up,
‘including‘extra artillery. = This inoreasc of: force made. it

- necessary to elter the mannsr in which the ultimatum was to be

- delivered, as it was becoming clear that the 'Iragis were not likely
with the force at their disposal tc accept an ultimatum.. The
Ai0.C. therefore decided that the wltimatum would be given at
0545 hours IST the ‘following morning to the 'local 'Iragi commander.
If he accepted it, he would be given helf ‘an hour's grace to get
his initial movés started; otherwise full air action would be

taken. ' ..

1606 hours IST. The A.0.C. sent a signal to the Ambassador stating that he

- could not take air action before the following morning as there

"' was insufficient daylight left. He also explained his change of
- plan regarding the delivery of the ultimatum and imprcssed on the

-+~ Ambassador the necessity for doing nothing to compromise surprise.

1730 hours IST (approx). 4 signal (which had been delayed in decyphering)

fram the A,0.C.=-in-C. Middle East to the 4.0.C, vas received, in

which the £.0.C. was directed to act in accordance with either of

the following two alternatives:- .

(i) to announce the continuence of full flying training, and to
put the announcement into effect.  If-this caused the 'Iragis
to open fire, air attack should be commenced against
Govermment offices in Baghdad and st Reshid Cemp.

- +(ii) to give an ultimatum for the removel of the 'Iraqi forces ‘
surrounding Habbaniya. If this ultimatum was not accepted, -~ .
alr action should be taken firstly against Govermment .
Offices in Baghdad. ‘ .

By the time this signal had been received the situation had
further deteriorated. ‘Air Reconnaissance reports showed that
27 edditional guns were being pleced in positions covering

the Centonment, and it was later reportcd that Humfriya Village
on the outskirts of the Cantonment had becn occupied at dusk by
'Iragi troops. The altcrnative courses directed by the
£40.C.-in-C. would ro lohger ‘solve the situation and the 4.0.C.
decided that .air action would have to be taken the following
morning without the issue of an ultimatum since this would - f”ﬁ

allow the 'Iragis to attack first. .

e e - G.81960(B)



o 2130 hours LST. A signal was sent by the £.0.C. to the Ambassador,
repeated to HeQs ReksoFo MoEs, H.Q. R.A.F. India, G.0.C. Basrah,
Senior Naval Officer Persian Gulf, 0.C. Shaibah and the Air
Ministry in which he explained that the deterioration in the
situation now made it necessary to attack the following morning
without an ultimatum. He also stated that the alternatives
given by the 4,0.C.-in-C. no longer met the case.

2nd May 1941

0300 hours LST (approx). & signal was received from the Ambassador
(in reply to the signal from the 4.0.C. announcing his intentions
-~ ‘ of taking zir action without issuing sn ultimatum) in which the
' .‘unbassador stated his full agreement with the A4.0.C's decision.

- NOTE: The above is transcribed from Appendix "C" to 4-V-M D'slbiac's Report
"Ops in 'Iraq,. 2 = 31 May 1941 "(..H.B. IT J3/3).

- G.81960(B)
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APPENDIX "C"

CYPHER MESS..GE

'.L"Oﬁ- ‘ i‘&oOoCo

Froms=, CORNW.ATLIS

Date:~ 1 kay 1941,

Grateful if you cen arrange print in Arabic
several thousand leaflets to drop from aircraft
over Baghdad tamorrow if and when fighting
startse City is being worked up by intense
propaganda. Text follows.

"Citizens! . Rashid Ali and his Golden
Squere of army officers betrayed you
for German gold into fighting with
your ally Great Britain. Keep calm.
‘Believe none of their lies. Do not
make crowdse The British are truth-
ful and.strong and will soon put all
enemies of your country to flight.

The British will then ensure that the
noble Tragi nation regains its
accustomed peace with honour in
allience with its friend Great Britain
and under its own independent and
constitutional 'Iragi Government. I
promise it. Long Live King Faisul."

7,0.0. 1800/1.
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CONTROL OF AIR OPERATIONS, HABBANIY:
(as from 25 May, 1941)

Operations Staff, iir H.Q.

S.:.5.0.

LPPENDIX "D"

Ops.IT

Ops.ITT

Air Defence Force

¥Mid:East Tactical
Intelligence Section

4ir Striking Force

Observer Screen
(& R.D.F. when
available)

\

91!- 'Sqdn.
Detaclment

203 Sqdn.
Detachment.

L.i. Defence ) 8, Sqdn;
(M-G. & Bofors)

Wing Tactical Intelligence
Section
(Sqdn."I" Officers)
( when available )

NO. l'- SaFc,J:.J-
Sqdns.

Sommunication
Flight

NOTE: The above is excerpted from Air H.Q. 'Iraq, Appx. 25/5/41/2 to Form 540, Entry of 25 May 1941. .



W
Xy -

No. 4 Service
Flying Training

School

Comminication

Flight

Nos. 37 (B) and
70 (B) Sguadron

Detachments -

No. 203 (F)
Squadron
Detachment

.

Mo %k (7)

Squadron
Detachlment

NO- BZF (B!

Squadron

APPENDIX “"E"

ATRCRAFT STRENGTH OF UNITS

HKUD.X
GORDON
OXFORD
GLe-DIATOR
BLENHEL I

VAIENTTA

WELLINGTON

BLENHETH IV (F)

GLaDIATOR
HURRICANE

BLENHETM IV (B)

At End of

At Start of Operations Operations

32 ' 25

8 7
29 25
9 o ' 7.
3 3
18 : . .15
4 (errived 3rd May) 3
6 ( arrived 8th May) s
4 (errived 16th Mayg :

2 (arrived 21st May

1 (srrived 28th May)

(arrived 12th May%
(arrived 13th May) | :
Zarrivegi 16th May) B
(arrived 23rd May;

arrived 24th May)

W RN FE

-~

G+81960(E)

2 to 31 May 1941" (4.H.B. IT J3/3).

. Trenscribed from Appéndix LY 4o A-V-M D'Albiac's Report "Opé. in 'Irag -



APPENDIX "RV

-~
ATRCRAFT IOSSES FROM VARTOUS CAUSES
Destroyed Qther
Type Shot Down on Ground Causes
) Audax oy 3 1
= 7 T Gordon - - 1 -
: Oxford A 3 -
Gladiator 1 2 4
Huarricane 1 - -
Wellington - 1 1 1
Blenheim IV 1 1 1 'v

NOTE:~. In addition to the above operational
‘aircraft lost, the following were also
destroyed on the ground at Habbaniya by
enemy action:- ' '

1 Wellesley o
1 Moth
2 Harts

Transcribed from Appendix "A" to A-V-M D'Albiac's Report
"Ops. in 'Iraq: 2 - 31 May 1941" (A.H.B. II J3/3).

G.81960(F)
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SIEMARY OF ATR  ATTACKS

N HABBANTY.

APPENDIX "H" 1

R.ia.F. Combat

bombing

1 Wellesley, 2 Harts,

1 Blenheim IV, 1 Moth in
hangar destroyed.

Structural damage other

buildings.

damaged after
interception by
Hurricane.

:\L-Oﬂth : Time _‘ NlOc‘ & Type . t T P 4tt k D Inflicted Erlerﬂy‘ Aj.l'oraft
|of May | LST of aAircraft Helgh . TYPE oL AtLac amege ntiictea casualties casualties
2nd Qelle 'Iragi Northrops . 500' | Bombing & machine Slight structural damage Nil Nil
S pelle |+ gunning to buildings.
: -} 1 Gordon destroyed.
3rd 1406' 2 'Iraqi Savoias 7,000!' | Medium level Negligible damege. 1 aircraft inter- Nil
~ . - bombing. cepted by Gladiator
and shot down
(unconfirmed)
" 4th - 3 'Iraqi Northrops - Low level Damage slight. Nil Nil
- . bambing. ‘
6th - 'Tragi Audax - Low level 1 Oxford. o Nil Nil
: and Northrops bombinge 2 Gladiators and 1 &sudax
A - destroyed on ground.
7th 1200 2 'Ireqgi Audax - Low level Negligible damage. 1 Audax shot down. Nil
- ‘ bpmbing.
16th 0920 {3 He,IIIK 7,000! f iedium level Direct hit on "F" Group 1 He.IIIK broke off 1 Gladiator
' | bombing. . Aircraft Depot, near miss from formation with shot dowm,
'Y' Group. Direct hit petrol streaming pilot killed.
BE:R.S. Workshop. 27 engines|frow it after :
destroyed. Some casualties.|interception by
Gladiator.
20th 0915 1 He.IIIK 12,000!' | High, level bombing | Negligible damage Nil Nil
t . | .
1715 3 He .ITIK 9,000" | Medium level 1 A.S.U. Hangar destroyed 3 He.ITIK believed




Pe) V.p "'r)

T T, -7.' .y : ) B e Sapa— -
Konth | Time No. & Type Height | Type of Attack Desmsge Inflicted Enemy aircraft R.i.F. Combat
of ey | L5 0L ALYOrLrs : casualties casualties
20th 1735 3 Mel 110 100'{ Low flying - Damage negligible Nil Nil
) machine gun '
attack.
21st 1550 2 Me.110- 100' | Low flying No damege. ML Nil
: machine gun ’ C
atta.Ckl
2ond 0555 |1 He IIIK 7,000" | Medium level ) Direct hit on No. 4 S.F.T.S. Wil Nil
Bombing ) Sergeants' Mess and on
) Sgts! Quarters in hircraft
{) Depot.  Supplies Depot H.Q.
wrecked and Laboratory burnt
outs Direct hit Barrack
Block #/C Depot, and Ni4FI .
Aircraft Depot. Some
- : ) structural demage by near
0610 |1 He,IIIK 9,000" | Medium level ° ; miss., . Some casualties. -
_ Bambing : Nil Nil
1710 |1 He IIIK .. - 10/ High level Damage negligible Nil Nil
- 12,000' | Bombing e ‘
1710 2 Me.110. - 10/ High level Damage negligi'ble Nil Nil
- 12,000' | Bombing ™ : ‘
2th 0845 2 Me.110 100' | Low f lyihg machine | Hospital Emergency. Olﬁ,erating Nil VNil
. gun attack. : Théatre slightly damaged by
. . cannon shell,
1645 |2 Me.110 500 -d.o- Damage negligible Nil Ml
o5th. | 1105 |2 He.IIIK 8/9000'| Medium lével Direct hit on A.R.S. Main Nil Nil
‘Bombing hangar, demage to floor.




-(H)0961L8 )

Month Time No. & Type i o ‘ g ] P Eneny Lircreft R.n.F. Combat
of Mey | ILST of Aircrai't Helght Type ?f Attack Damege Inflicted casualties cesualties
25th’ 1105 Direct hit on road causing
(Cont.) damage to water main and
sewage pipe.
1115 |3 Me.110 100! | Low flying Damage negligible. Nil Nil
- machine gun - V ' ~ :

o ‘atback. 7

26th | 0630 |1 He.ITIK, - | Boubing attack Slight structural damage, Nil-

Nil

Trenscribed from Appendix "B" to A-V-M D'Albiac's Report "Ops. in 'Iraq: 2 - 31 lay 1941 " (4H.B. IT J3/3)

o



APPENDIX “Jg*"

TOTAL R.A.F.. CASUALTIES SUSTATNED

THROUGHOUT THE - OPERATIONS

KILLED - IN AIR OPERATIONS 18

WOUNDED IN ATR OPERATIONS 15

KIILED A4S RESULT OF

ENEMY AIR ATTACK AND . 16
SHELIL FIRE
. : WOUNDED &S RESULT OF
' ENEMY ATR ATTACK AND 39
‘ . SHELL, FIRE
'KILLED IN IAND OPERATIONS -

WOUNDED IN ILAND OPERATIONS 10

TOTAL KILLED 3
TOTAL WOUNDED &

Iranscribed from Appendix "B" to &4~V-M D'Albiac's Report
"Ops. in 'Irag:- 2 - 31 May 191" (A.H.B. II J3/3). '

G-.81960(J)
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APPENDIX "K"

: (Translatio;n-)
By: The "Fuhrer" and Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces.

oKW/WFSt/Abt I(1 Op) No. 44772/l4g Chefs

Hestricted to
Higher Command: by
officer's hand only.

DIRECTIVE NO. 30

Middle E_ast

- Field Headquarters
23. 5.41

" Twenty-two copies:
Copy Number 7.

1. The Arab Freedom Movement is, in the Middle East, our natural ally
against England. In this connection, the raising of rebellion in Irag
is of special importance., Such rebellion will extend across the Iraq
frontiers to strengthen the.forces which are hostile to England in the
Middle East, interrupt the British lines of communication, and tie down
both English troops and English shipping space at the expense of other

theatres of war, '

. FPor these reasons I have decided to push the development of
operations in the Middle East through the medium of going to the

support of Iragq.

Whether and in what way it may later be possible to wreck finally
the English position between the kediterranean and the Persian Gulf, in
conjunction with an offensive against the Suez Canal, is still in the

lap of the Gods.

2. Ls a synopsis of other and detailed decrees, I now order for the.
support of Iraq: the despatch of a military mission, assistance by the

German Air Force, and the delivery of weapons. .

3. The bilitary Mission (code name: Special Staff F) is under Air

General Felmy, Its tasks are:-

() to advise and support the Iraq armed forces;

(b) to restore as far as possible military communications
with forces hostile to England, both inside and outside

Iraq;

(c) To secure for the Gemian armed forces first-hand knowledge

and records of this area,

The Chief of the German irmed Forces High Command will regulate
the combination of thesé tasks. For the measures of support envisaged:-

(a) the Head of the Military Mission will control all personnel
of the German armed forces sent to Iraq and, in -addition,

the German liaison detachment in Syria;

(b) the Head of the Military Mission is under the Chief of the
German Armed Forces High Cormand, with the proviso that any
orders and policy for the air units will come solely from
the Commander-in-Chief of the German Air Force;

/(e)



. - 2 -

(c) the Head of the Militery lission will deal only with the-

‘ military authorities in Iraq, Communication with the

Iraqg Govermment concerning the affairs of the Mission
will be undertaken by the representative of the German
Foreign Office, With regard to military arrangements,
which may have repercussion on foreign policy, the Head
of the Military liission must establish in advance an
understanding with the representative in Iraq of the
German Foreign Cffice; ’ '

(a)  the members of the Military Mission will rank for the time -

' being as volunteers (a sort of Condor Legion). They will
wear tropical uniform with Iraq badges; the latter are
also to be displayed on German aircraft,

“4e Air Force ,

‘ Taking into consideration the numerical limitation on the
employment of the German Air Force, the aim must be, over and above

pure technical ‘efficiency, to strengthen.the self-confidence and will

to resist .of the Iraq armed forces and civil population. The method

and extent of German intervention will be in the hands of the Commander-

in-Chief of the German Air Force. : '

5. Delivery of weapons

The necessary arrangements (deliveries from Syria, on the basis
of agreement to this end reached with the French, and from Gemany,
are the responsibility of the Chief of the German .Armed Forces High
Command.

6. The control of propaganda in the Middle East is the -task of the
German Foreign Office, which in this sphere will work in co-operation
with Section WFSt/wPr of the Armed Forces High Command.

The fundamental thoughtbehind all propagenda rmust be: -

"in Axis victory will bring to the countries of the
Middle East. emancipation from the English yoke and, with
this, the right of self-determination. Whoever loves
freedom, let him march in the vanguard against England.,"

_ Propaganda against the French position in Syria must, at the
same time, be discontinued. ' ‘

7. In so far as the utilization of Italian military persomnel in
Iraq is concerned, it is the policy to co-operate with them in the

light of the foregoing Directive. 4&n effort will be made to secure
their subordination to the Head of the German Military Mission. -

(signed) Hitler C. & S.C.

G, 178922
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