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CHAPTER 1
PLANNING THE OPFRATION

The decision to undertake the conguest of Sicily was
made at the conference held at Anfa camp on the outskirts of
Casablanca in Jarmary 1943, by the Combined Chiefs of Staff
in consultation with the President and Prime Minister, The
conference had met to determine the basic strategy for the
year 1943, and although British and American Chiefs of Staff
were agreed that priority must be given to the Allied effort
to destroy the European members of the Axis, it was by no
means clear what particular operation would best serve their
purpose, Rommel was on the run frcm Egypt and Tripolitania,
but victory in Tunisia was still far off and the probable
junction between Rommel(1) and Von Armim(2) for the defence
of the Axis Tunisian bridgehead did not make the prcspects of
victory any brighter, Nevertheless, the conference decided
that the crucial stage would be reached in Tunisia in a few
weeks and that it must consider what major operations should
be undertaken once the North African shore had been finally
cleared of thes Axis,

The real gquestion at issue was whether to undertake any
major operation at all in the Mediterrasnean, after the cone-
clusion of the Tunisian Campaign, There was very gzneral
agreement that something must be done as scon as possible to
relieve the strain on Russia, and it was clear to everyone
that an operation against Sicily could be mounted far socner
than any effective invasion of Europe by northern France,
because of the great availability, at that time, of shipping
and manpower in the Mediterranean area. * Such an operation,
however, could not divert as many German forces from the
Russian front as a direct assault on the continent,; and
unless it could be accomplished early enough in the summer
to give a reasonable prospect of an advance into the Italian
mainland and hence of an early Italian collapse and surrender
by early autumn, it might be better to throw all resources
into the build-up for a thrust ageinst the Continent from the
United Kingdom at the earliest possible date,

The U,S, Joint Chiefs of Staff came to the conference
with a2 strong preference for continental as opposed o
Mediterranean operations, to be at’empted in 1943, which was
strengthened by the discovery that the British Joint Plamning
Staff considered that operations against Sicily could not be
begun before 30 sugust 1943 or mid-dugust at the very
earliest, The U,S, Chief's cf Staff were opposed to a
Siecilian campaign as late as that, and they objected to a
major effort against Serdinia at any time. The British
Chief's of Steff, for their part, were convinced that con-
tinental operations from the United Kingdom in 1943 were
impossible; and that new operations in the Mediterranean
should be begun as soon as possible, Since their Joint
Planning Staf'f set August as the earliest date for an assault
upon Sicily, and since operations against Sardinia could be
started in May, the British Chiefs of Staffs urged the adop-
tion of a plan to attack Sardinia,

The decision reached was cheracteristic of the Combined
Chiefs of Staff, who directed the Second World War. The
British point of view that all the available resources in ths

(1) Field Marshel Erwin Rommel, Commander of German Forces in
Western Desert.

(2) General Jtirgen Von Arnim, Germen Commender of Forces
opposing Allied Expeditionary Forces in Tumisia,

SECRET



SECRET

2

Mediterranean area should be used for further major operations
in that area, as well as the American contention that to
attack Sardinie would be to attack the soft spot while making
the hard spot all the more difficult in the long run, was
recognised in the decision to make the next major objective of
the Allies a campalign against Sieily.

On 19 January, the Combined Chiefs of Staff agreed on
offensive action in the Mediterrenean in 1943 for the conquest
of Sicily should be undertaken with the objects of =

() meking the line of Allied commnications in the
Mediterranean more securej

(b) &iveriing as much German strength from the Russian ﬁ
front as possible, and

(¢) intensifying the pressure on Italy, in the hope
that such results might create a situation in which
Turkey could be enlisted as an active Ally,

C.C,S. 66th The following day, the Combined Chiefs of Staff directed

Meeting pe5 the planning staffs of both countries to examine all possible
sxpedients which would advance the date of the operation and
to report the earliest feasible date. Two days later they
resolved that the target date should be set provisionally for
the favourable period of the July moon,(1) This decision was
necessarily tentative, because of the variety and complexity
of the factors to be considered, none of which lent themselves
readily to scientific measurement, and all of which were so
interdependent as to make separate estimates impossgible.
There were the questions of landing craft, both for training
and mounting, of the ports to be used for mounting; and
relevant to both questions was the further problem of the
epproximate date when it would be reasonable to suppose the
North African shore and ports would be cleared of the Axis,

The decision to launch the attack in the July moon period
was based on the hypothesis thet the Tunisian Compaign would
be ended by 30 April, The V.Col.G.S. explained thet the .
later date of August calculated by the British Joint Planning
Staff (J.P.S,) wes based on their preference that the British
share of the expedition be mounted from North Africa, in
order to save escort vessels, and to avold the enormous risks
of sending a convoy from the United Kingdom through the
Sicilien nerrows on D~Day, The British J,P.Se in their
appreciation, had assumed that none of the Tunisian ports
would be available to them, either for training or for
mounting, both because there could be no certainty of their
being cleared of the Axis in time for adequate training, and
because the United States forces might require the Tunisian
ports as well as the Algerian.

In these circumstances the British would have been con-
fined to the Middle Eest ports of Haifa, Alexandria, Port Seid,
Tripoli and to Malta, The Middle East mounting would have
meent & saving of 65 escort vessels of the total of 190
required if the expedition were mounted in the United Kingdom,

(1) It is a remarkable fact that given the uncertainty of the
general military situation end the tremendous conplexdty
of the planning of a major amphiblous operation, the
Cenference should have decided, six months in advance,
even tentatively on the exact period when the attack was
to have been made, - Narrator®s Note,
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but the training bottle-neck in the Middle East ports would
delay the target date nearly a month beyond that required for
an expedition mounted from the United Kingdom, In the latter
case the British J.P.S, thought an early August date possible,
although reluctant to assume the additional costs in terms of
escort vessels end of increased risks. The V.C.I.G.S. felt
himself, as he tcld the conference, that the target date could
be advanced to July even on the same set of assumptions. The
British J.P.S,, however, did agrese that the date might be
advanced if Tunisia had been cleared of the Axis forces before
30 April and if ports both in Tunisia and further west could
be made available to them, The U,S, Chiefs of Staff were
willing to guarantee that British forces might use Bizerta and
the cther Tunisian ports to the East, when they were cleared,
and with this much leeway the combined Chief's of Staff
teatatively decided on the favourable period of the July moon
as the target date for the Sicilian operation.(1)

Directive to Allied Conmander-in-Chief(z)

The supreme command of the Siclilian operation was given
to Lieutenant General Dwight D, Eisenhower, with General
Sir Harold Alexender as Deputy Commander-in-Chief, in direct
command of the ground forces, with Admiral Sir Andrew Cumninghem,
and Air Chief Marshel Sir Arthur Tedder as naval and air
commanders respectively. The Allied C,=in-C. was charged
with the over-all responsibility of the detailed planning, of
the necessary preparations and of the execution of the
actual operation,

The Planning Staff

The Combined Chiefs of Staff had decided that the task of
preparing detailed plans should be underteken by a special
operational and administrative staff, with its own Chief of
Staff, which would be free of the responsibilities of the
Tunisian Campaign, It was understood that in view of the
wider sphere of the activities of the Allied C,-in-C., the
Deputy Ce~in-C, would assume immediate ccmmand of the Sicilian
operation but since both were entirely preoccupied with the
Tunisian campeign, a special planning staff was established
under General Geirdner, Chief of Staff to General Alexander,
who was succeeded in the early part of May 1943 by
General Richardson, Since the operation was ultimately to
come under the direction of a British general, the Combined
Staff was organised according to the British system, just as
in "Torch! the American commanderts staff had been set up on
American lines,

A nucleus staff was got together on 10 February but
because of the crowded conditions at the Hotel St. George, was
established in the Ecole Normale at Bouzarea, a suburb of
Algiers, It took along with it, however, some of the flavour
of the Hotel St., George, because it received the official
designation as 'H.Q. Force 141' derived from the number of the
hotel room in which the members of A,F.H,Q. hed first met to
discuss the possibilities for a Sicilian expedition., It was
the embryo from which the Fifteenth Army Group Headquarters
grew, but for the time being it remsined a sub-section of G-3
at A.F,H.Q. In the ebsence of a special intelligence section
at Bouzarea the staff was specially dependent on G=2 A.F.IH.Q.
for its intelligence,which had to be obtained by a special

(1) The final date was not fixed until 13 May.
(2) See Appendix No.1,

SECRET



(90918)8

SECRET

L

liaison section; this resulted in a not altogether satisfactory
distribution of intelligence in the earlier period.

Nor was the major difficulty of orgenised planning, that
of bringing together all the persomnel concerned with the
various aspects of a complicated operation, involving land,
sea, and air elements ever completely satisfactorily solved.
As in the planning for the North Africen landings, Army and
Navy staffs were widely separated during some phases of the
planning with resultant misunderstandings and loss of time in
reaching decisions, There was a comparable scattering of
Army and subordinate headquerters dependent on H.Q. Force 141,
some of them being as much as a thousand miles from each
other with similar results; loss of time in communicaticn in
an effort to co-ordinate planning by telegram,

The U,S, members of the staff were drawn from Fifth Army
Headquarters, I (U.S.) Armoured Corps, and Atlantic base
section, with a few from A,F.H.Q. and from the United States.
The British members came from the United Kingdom, Middle East
sand A F.H.Q. The staff grew steadily as planning became more
and more detailed and by the 1 May had almost atteined the
size of an operational steff, On 15 May, H.Q. Force 141
officially became an Operational Staeff, independent of but
subordinate to A.F.H.Q, Throughout the planning A.F,H.Q.
attended to the details of implementing Force 141 plans by
coordineting the enormous effort of mounting troops in the
widely scattered areas of the United States, the
United Kingdom, Middle East, and North Africa itself.

Strategic Considerations

The Island of Sicily forms a natural bridge between the
tip of Tunisia and the Italian mainland, shaped like a jagged
arrorhead with the broken point towards the west. The
western point, Cape Bozo Lilibeo, is only ninety miles north-
east of Cap Bon in Tunisia; the south-eastern barb,

Cape Passero, points south to Malta only fifty-five miles

eway; and the north-eastern barb, Cape Peloro,is separated
from the Calabrian Peninsule at the Toe of Italy only by the
Strait of Messina, which narrows to a width of barely two miles.

I% was obviously easy for the Axis to get men into
Sicily, There were six train ferries operating daily across
the Streit of Messina with four termini in Messina itself, and
three on the Italian side - two at San Giovanni end one at
Reggio, The capacity of this service was estimated at 40,000
men or 7,500 men and 750 vehicles every twenty-four hours.

In eddition there was a steamer service, whose capacity was
estimated at 12,000 men every twenty-four hours, and a shuttle
eir transport service with an estimated capacity of a thousand
tons daily,

There were in May 1943 nineteen known enemy airfields in
Sicily divided into three groups, east at Gerbini, south-eest
at Gela and west at Castelvetrano, of which the eastern end
south eastern groups were mutually supporting.

Messina was the most important objective on the islend,
but it was out of the question to launch a direct assualt on
the Strait of Messina, or at any point between Messina and
Palermo to the west, or between Messine and Catania to the
south, The Strait was completely closed to Allied shipping
end beyond the range of fighter cover, and the same was true
of the areas immediately west and south of Messina. Possible
areas of disembarkation were limited to the beaches where
direct fighter cover could be provided, between Avola and Gela
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in the south~east, and between Sciacca and Marinella in the
west, and in these areas there were no major ports to provide
unloading facilities, In. these circumstances the advantages
of the terrain lay chiefly with the Axis.

The beaches, on which the Allies had to land were of
gentle gradient and of soft sand., They were, morcover,
relatively narrow, and apart from the wide coastal plain at
Catania which was criss-crossed by canals and dykes, in the
eastern central section of Sicily, they led quickly into
mountainous country, particularly in the centre of the island,
and in the north-east, where Mount Etna provided a magnificent
bastion in a defence line protecting Messina, The bareness
of the central uplands provided very little cover for the
attacking troops, end in order to break through to Messina,
the Allied forces would have to traverse a country admirably
suited to the enemy's genius for mining and demolition.

The Bvolution of the First Plan

The decision taken et Casablanca to invede Sicily was
based on an appreciation and outline pian prepared by the
JsP.S. in turn, This outline plan constituted the general
basis of the planning for Force 141, The main features of
the plan were two distinct and separate assaults one by a
British force on the east of the island, and the other by an
American task force in the west.

British Assoulis (two phases)

Time Place Force Mission
(1) D-Pay Avola to Gele 3 divs, To secure S.E,
airfields,
Syracuse and
Augusta.
(i1) D plus 3 Catania 1 aiv. To secure

Catania port
and airfields.

(iii) PFollow-up Catania 1 div. Reserve,

American Assaults (two phases)

Time Place Force Misgion
(i) D-Day Sciacca~ 1 diw, To secure air-
Marinella . fields to cover
assaults on
Palermo,
(ii) D plus 2 Castellemmare- 2 divs. To eapture

Cape Zaffarano Palermo port
, and eirfields,

(iii) Pollow-up Palermo 1 div. Reserve

No clear cut plan for the development of a third phase to
reduce the island was proposed and J.P.S., stated ' we are
doubtful whether this could usefully be done at this stage,!

On 12 February H.Q. Force 141 issued Planning Instruction
No,1, which dealt chiefly with the mechanics of planning, and
stated that preliminary siudy by Force 141 indicated that the
provisional plan would foilow, in general, the tactical plan
prepared by J.P.S. It desigrated the U,3S. force to be
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mounted from North Africs as the Western Task Force (W.T.F.),
and the British force to be mounted from the Middle East as the
Eastern Task Force (E.7.F,), In the meantime

Lieutenant General George S. Patton and General

Sir Bernard Montgomery were recommended to the C,C.S. as
Commanders of the W,7,F, and E,7,F. respectively.

Between 12 Pebruary and 12 March, H.Q. Force 141 developed
an outline plan that, in general terms, was the same as that

- produced by J,P.S. In the sppreciation attached to their

plan, however, H.Q. Force 141 laid stronger emphesis on the
great tactical importence of the south-eastern corner of the
islend than did J.P.S,; and H.Q. Force 141 at once considered
the idea of launching both task forces against that portion of
the 1sland, in order %o achieve concentration and resultent
speed in the development of a threat to enemy communications
with the meinlend., The idea was rejected, however, on the
grounds that a force of ten divisions, which was agreed to be
necessary to compete with the anticipated gerrison of eleven
Italian and two Germen divisions, could not be maintained
through the ports elong the south-eastern seaboerd. The
early capture of Palermo, as well as Catania and Syracuse, was

"~ deemed essential for the meintensnce of the force.

The plan prepared by Force 141 therefore differed from
the J.P.S, plan only in the following points:-

(2) A force reserve was provided from D-Day.

(b) Formations were as far as possible employed as such
and not split.

(¢) Airborne troops were to be used to neutralise the
beach defences, instead of landing on the Toe of Italy
to raid enemy reinforcement routes.

(d) The Eastern and Western asseults were not
simultaneous.

This plan was presented to Generel Eisenhower,
General Alexsnder, Admiral Cunningham and Air Chief
Mershal "edder in Algiers on 13 March and recelved their
epproval, Task force commanders had already been summoned to
attend a meeting at Algiers on 18 March at which the plan
would be explained to them.

On 15 March C,G.S. Force 141 received a telegram from
General Montgomery declaring that in his opinion the London
plan broke every commonsense rule of practical warfare, was
completely theoretical, had no hope of success, and should be
completely recast. He was sending Lieutenant General Dempsey
as his representative to Algiers to state his views as to the
lines on which planning should proceed. As a result of this
message no further steps were taken to publish the outline
plan approved on 13 March pending & statement of
General Montgomery's views at a conference to be held at
H.Q., Force 141, »

General Alexander, who was unable to attend owing to the
‘press of duties in Tunisia where the battle of Mareth was
about to start, was represented at the meeting by
General Gairdner, Admiral Cunningham presided; Air
Chief Marshal ‘edder also attended. The E.T.F., Commander
was represented by Lieutenant General Dempsey and
Admiral Remsay, and W,T.F, Commander by Major General Keyes
and Vice Admiral Hewitt. General Dempsey stated that the
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E,T.F. Commander's principal objection to the plan related to
the weakness of the assault at Avola, The success of the
operation depended upon the Allied forces capturing the ports
of Syracuse, Augusta &nd Catania very soon after landing,
Avola was the nearest point of assault to these objectives,
but only one-third of the total force was t¢ make the assault
and the small number of landing craft allotted to it did not
permit of a sufficiently rapid rate of build-up there., One
additional division was needed to give this assault the weight
and speed of attack necessary to make up for the probable loss
of strategic and tactical surprise by the enemy's discovery
of the invasion convoys,

In the ensuing discussion it appeared that the additional
division for Avola could be provided only at the expense of
one of the other assaults, and the Gela assauli, which
employed one division, was not necessary to the development
of the army plan. But since the purpose of the Gela assault
was to capture the important landing grcunds round Ponte Olivo,
which together with the rest of the south-eestern airfields
had to be denied to the enemy, o better still captured, in
order to achieve the degree of alr supremacy necessary to
protect the trocps in the assault and the ships conveying
them, Admiral Cunninghem and Air Chief Marshal Tedder could
not think of abandoning this assault,

The conflicting requirements of air forces and army could
not be reconciled, and it was agreed tha{ Major
General Gairdner should visit General Alexander and acquaint
him with the objections to the plan, Meanwhile Air Chief
Marshal Tedder agreed to re-examine the necessity for capturing
the Ponte Oiivo lending grounds., Air Chisf Marshal Tedder!s
final views were conveyed to General Alexander in a letter
dated 18 March, in vhich he stated that the latest intelligence
disclosed that Ponte Olivo had been developed into a first
class eirvase and In consequence it cculd not be left in
eneny possession, Unless the Ponte Olivo landing grounds
were captured, the Allied Air Forces would labour under an
intolerable situation, Consequently they must be captured,
He went on to say that the suggestion had been offered that
the W.T.F, should be directed ageinst Gela Bay, leaving
Palermo to be captured later,

Generals Gairdner and Dempsey and Air Commodore Foster
visited General Alexander in Tunisia on 19 March. After con-
sidering the objections raised by E.T,F., General Alexander
decided that E.T.F, needed an extra division and that this
division could not be provided from E,T.F, resources. He
reasoned that the south-~eastern corner was the most importent
part of the island to capture since it contained the principal
airfields, It also contained sufficient ports to supply the
forces necessary for the capture of these airfields and their
protection, The preliminary assault of W,T,F, at Sciacca he
did not consider essential, and he felt that the defences of
Palermo could be so softened by an air offensive based on the
south-eastern airfields that a force of two divisions would
suffice to capture it even if the airfields at Castelvetrano
and Sciacca were left in enemy hands, He therefore proposed
to resolve the differences over the plan by abandoning the
Sciacca assault, trensferring one U.S, division from W,T.F. to
E.T.F, for the assault at Gela and holding the remainder of
W,T.F. in reserve until a suitable opportum.ty arose to use it
to capture Palermo,

These rocommendations were made to Gereral Eisenhower by
letter delivered by General Geirdner on the evening of
19 March, A% a conference on 20 March General Eiserhower
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called on General Gairdner to explain the reasons which led
General Alexander to recommend a chenge in the military plan.
After a full discussion, and after Air Chief Marshal Tedder
agreed that long-range air support could be provided from
Sicilian airfields for a landing in the Palermo ares,

General Eisenhower gave his decision in favour of allotting an
American division to E.T,F, This decision was based on the
assumption that sufficient landing craft could not be produced
for mounting an additional British division and was conveyed
to the Combined Chiefs of Staff on 20 March,

On 23 March General insenhcwer cabléd to the Combined
Chiefs of Steff the substance of the outline plan which he had
approved and on which planning was going forward.,

The main features of this plan were:-
E.T,F. (two assault phases)

_ Timé Place Force Mission

(1) D minus 1 Day Avolas 1 para. bde, To soften
. beach defences

East of 1 para. bde,

Gela
Gela 1 (U.8,) para,
regt.
- (11) D-Day . -  Avola to 43 divs. - To secure S,E,
L : Gela ' airfields,
Syracuse and
Augusta,
(11:1) D plus 3 or.  South of: 1 div, To secure
after - Catenia Catania port
o and airf i‘LﬂSo
(iv) Follow-up Catania 1 bde, gp. Reserve
before : 1 div. '
D plus 28
W.T.F, (one asssult phase)
. Tdme Place Force Mission
(1) After ' Castellammare 2 divs, To capture
preliminary +to Cape 1 CC Palermo port
‘air offensive Zaffarano and airfields
from 8,E, - : :
airfields,
(ii) Follow-up
D-Day : ' ' 1 R.C,T, Reserve
D plus 28 Palermo 1 div., less
' a 1 RoCos'Ms

-On 25 March the British Chiefs of Staff cebled to the
Combined Chiefs of Staff their objections to this plan., They
were strongly opposed to cancelling the U,S, assault at
Sciacce = Marinella since the purpose of that assault was to
seoure the airfields at Castelvetrano and Sclacca from whioch
fighter wover could be provided for the attack on Palermo on
D plus 2, They considered that the Palermo port should not
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be left open to the enemy for a moment longer than D plus 2
and that it would be disadvantageous to leave the enemy air
forces in western Sicily free to operate against the E,T¢F..

The British Chiefs of Staff suggested that an additional
division be provided by hook or by crook, in one cf four weys,
vizs -

a) A British division from North Africa.
b) A U,S, division from North Africa,

c) A U,S, division from U,S,
d) A British division from UK,

Courses (a) and (b) seemed to them the best solution, but both
depended whether port facilities would be available for
mounting yet another division from North Africa, or, whethexr
the additional shipping and landing craft could be supplied,
It was suggested that General Eisenhower be asked for his
views on above and for his absolute minimum requirements after
every expedient and economy had been explored.

On 26 March General Eisenhower informed the Combined
Chiefs of Staff that the outline plan sent them on 23 March
was not yet firm and that the possibility of employing another
division within the existing shipping and craft allotment was
still being examined, Between 26 March and 6 April the
difficulties of mounting an additional British division, and,
the necessity for diverting 3rd (U,S.) Division from Sciacoa
to Gela was averted, The division was to be provided by
Middle East; it was to be mounted from Malta so as to reduce
to 2 minimum the distance over which it had to be transported,
It was to be ferried in some of the shipping used in the
original assaults and consequently could not be employed on
the first wave of the attack, alithough it would be available
from D plus 1. This assumed a less conservative, but still
not unduly light estimate of sinkings in the assault, and
required the provision of only six additional MI, ships from
Allied resources,

This solution enabled Force 141 to prcduce a plan which
satisfied the stated requirements both of E,T.F. and of the
air forces, and on 5 April Major General Galrdner took it to
General Alexander in Tunisia, The following dey
General Alexander, accompanied by Major Generel Gairdner,
visited General Montgomery and the plan was agreed. It was
presented to General Eisenhower on 6 and 7 April who at once
approved it and sought the concurrence of the Combined Chiefs
of Staff which was given in due course, General Gairdner,
however, left for London on 7 April since the new plan
involved certain decisions sbout the nomination of British and
Dominion divisions taking part.

‘Details cof the new plan were a3 follows:=-
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E.T,F, (one assault phase)

Time Place Force Mission
(1) D minus 1/D Avola 3 para, bdes, To soften
night Scoglitti beach
Gela defences,
(ii) D-Dey Avola and 4% divs, To secure
Gela one armd, bde. S,E, air-
" fields,
Syracuse and
Augusta,
(iii) Follow-up
from D_-iDay 1 div, Reserve
Later 1 tk bde.
: 1 div,
WoT.F, (two assault phases)

Time . Place Porce Mission
(1) D plusl/ Sciacca - 1 U,S, para  To soften
D plus 2 Marinella  regt. beach

night defences

(ii) D plus 2 Sciacca - 1% inf. regts. To secure

' ‘Marinella 1 C.C. airfields

(ii1) D plus 4/D  Palermo 1 U.Se para  To sof'ten
plus 5 or aree regt, beach

later, night defences

(iv) D plus 5 or
later

Castellammare 2 divs.

t0 B~—disray

To cepiure
Palermo port

Cape and airfields
Zaffarano and Jjoin up
with force
round Sciacca,
(v) Followsup 1 div, Reserve
This plan restored the assaults of W.T.F. in the western
part of Sicily as originally planned. It gave E,T.F. the
additional strength of one division to meet the objections that
the Avola assault lacked weight. And it provided for the
cepture of the south-eastern airfields regarded as essential
by the air force and the navy.

- The Possibilities of Success against a German Garrison

There seems no doubt that the course of the planning
narrated above was much influenced by the consideration in the
minds of all concerned that the operation could not succeed
against a German garrison of over two divisions. In his
telegram of 28 March, despatched ef'ter General Montomery's
objectiona to the plan had been heard, General Eisenhower felt
it his duty to inform the Conbined Chiefs of Staff of the
unenimous conviction of his ataff, and to suggest that, if the
Germens were to concentrate substantial forces, the project
should be abandoned.

The Combined Chiefs of Staff at once telegraphed
expressing their entire disagreement, and, after an interval
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of gbout a fortnight, during which General Gairdner visited
first General Eisenhower and then General Alexander end very
probably raised this question, General Eisenhower reiterated
his statement, saying that Admiral Cunninghem,

General Alexander and he himself were agreed on its

coie 22'mers, He feld that less of strategic ard tactical
surprise was inevitable for, if German troops preponderated,
the land forces in the area would be under German command,
with a consequent stronger will and capacity to resist them
than might be the case under Italian command, It was probable
too, that German formations would be retained as a mobile
reserve for a counter-attack, when it became known where our
forces were landing, The dangerous periods would be between
D-Day and D plus 2 during which time immediate counter-attacks
might take place, and between D plus 3 and D plus 6 when the
enemy commander would have appreciated where the Allied
landings were and their strength, and would be able to commit
his central reserves to a deliberate counter-attack.(1)

On 10 April the Combined Chiefs of Staff replied that the
statement implied that the forces of the United Nations could
not undertake operations except with absolute superiority.
Combined Operations across the English Channel had been under-
taken where the defences were far stronger than that likely to
be encountered in Sicily, They considered that the dispersion
of the assaults would in itself ensure success at some points,
that loss of surprise was not certain, that loss of tactical
surprise was highly improbable and that the numbers of formations
were not a correct standerd of comparison since some of the
enemy divisions were under strength, Finally they would not
in eny circumstances consider abandoning the operation.

‘The production of plans was naturally not interrupted by
this exchange of views, But the matter did not end there,
for very socn after the publication of the new plan on
10 April General Montgomery was proposing & further change on
the same grounds,

The Evolution of the Second Plan

On 23 April the Eighth Army ceased to play the leading
role in the struggle in Tunisia and General Montgomery was frze
to return to Cairo, The next day he telegraphed to the
Deputy Co.~in-C. saying thet for the first time he had been
able to examine the problem confronting the E.T.F,, known as
Force 545, As a result of his examination, he objected to

‘the plan because it was based on the assumption that the cap-

ture of Sicily would be relatively easy, He felt thet the
Italians as well as the Germans were likely to fight as
desperately in Sicily as they had been fighting in Tunisia,
The dispersion of effort which was the mein.feature of the
vlan would result in disaster, This criticism however, was
not entirely destructive for he proposed & plan modified to
embrace his objections,

A conference was called for 27 April in Algiers at which
General Montgomery was to present his objections to the
existing plan and his new proposals to General Alexander,
Admiral Cunningham, and Air Chief Marshal Tedder. After
several delays this conference convened on 29 April,

General Montgomery was unable to attend becouse of a high

temperature end was represented by Lieutenant General Leese

(i) It is to be noted thet 4.C.M, Tedder was not associated
with this point of view,

SECRET



Ibid

(90918)16

SECRET

12 -

who stated that General Montgomery was of the opinion that the

existing plan took into account only weak Italian opposition
end was of no value against Germen forces or against Italians
backed up by Germans, He realised that the plan he proposed
did not provide for the capture of the south—eastern airfields,
but believed that even if he were to capture them he could
not hold them or prevent the enemy bringing leng-range
artillery fire to bear upon them, The existing plan was
unacceptable to him because the Eighth Army would be divided
into two halves, neither of which would be able to fulfil its
role, He proposed reteining the asseults near Avola and
using the other corps on the Pachino peninsula, thus uniting
the ermy, which would then have 2 firm base from which to set
about reducing the island,

Admiral Cunningham did not approve of the suggested
changes. Apart from being convinced that landings should be
dispersed in amphibious operations, he considered it essential
to secure the use of the south~eastern airfields in order that
shipping might lie off the beaches; with the airfields in
enemy hands the time for which ships could be off-shere would
be very limited. this contention was supported by
Air Chief Mershal Tedder who objected that the proposal took
no account of air force requirements, It would be impossible
to neutralise by air action alone the thirteen airfields which
General Montgomery's new plan would leave uncaptured.
Furthermore, it was necessary to take them for our own use,
since the air forces could not compete with the tasks
expected of them if they were based on Malta, Unless the
army could capture these airfields, he was altogether opposed
to the operation. Pointing the argument, Air Marshal
Coningham explained that, if the enemy were permitted to use
the airfields, enemy aircraft could operate over the area of
the assaults for forty-five minutes in every hour, whereas our
own aircraft based on Malta could only operate for one-third
of that time, From a purely military standpoint
General Alexandcr sgreed with the Eighth Army's plan, but was
assured by Admiral Cunninghem and Ailr Chief Marshal Tedder
that for their part the proposal was unacceptable,

The fundamental points at issue were that when the
Eighth Army got ashore it must be in a position to fight;
and for that purpose it required both ports and airfields.
Without the use of the Comlso, Bisceri, and Ponte Olivo
airfields the airforces could not afford the degree of
support needed by the Army and Navy, The forces available
under the existing plens would not permit the Army to cepture
both the ports and the airfields., The possibility of
providing yet another division and the question whether that
would be a solution acceptable to General Montgomery were
discussed at length, Maintenance difficulties would be
inoreased thereby but it was agreed that Force 141 shculd
exarins the means of overcoming them, Meanwhile
General Leese departed to H,Q, Eighth Army to show
General Montgomery the difficulties raised by his proposal
with a view to finding some means of meeting them.

The day after this conference General Alexander,
accompanied by Major General Galrdner, visited H,Q. Eighth
Army, where he conferred with General Montgomery, As a
result of this meeting General Montgomery telegraphed
General Eisenhower to say it wes 'much best to have every-
thing out in the open court! and suggested calling another
full-scale conference in Alglers on 2 May.
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A second conference was held at Algiers on Sunday 2 May,
General Eisenhower, Admiral Cunningham, Air Chief Mershal Tedder,
General Montgomery and Major General Gairdner attended,
General Alexander and Air Marshal Coningham were prevented
from att end:mg because low clouds interfered with their

- journey by eir from H.Q. 18th Army Group. At this conference

General Montgomery showed that, if the Eighth Army had to
capture the airfields for the air forces, it could not cerry
out its military task. He reverted to the suggestion that
the only solution was to throw the entire Americen effort into
the south-eastern assault on the left of the Eighth Army and
to abandon the north-western assaults. This plan was
tentatively adopted after much discussion and

General Eisenhower awaited only General Alexander's approval
and a solution to the problem of supplying the Seventh Army
as well as the Eighth in the south-east.

A new amphibious vehicle, the D,U.K.W.(1) provided the
answer to the problem of supply which had hitherto made it
seem imperative to capture the port of Palermo. Large
quantities of these vehicles hed been ordered from the
United States on 22 March, and when they arrived it was dis-
covered thet the claims made for them were fully justified by
their performence. By placing great reliance on beach
maintenance using DU.KW.s, the concentration of the two armies
in the south-east, which had in the first instance and on a%
least one subsequent occasion appealed to many of the plamrers
as the correct mode of capturing the island, was seen to be
practicable,.

General Alexander was therefore able to agree to the plan
on his arrival in Algiers on 3 May, Relying on D.U,K.W.s
however, to a large extent for maintaining the Seventh Army
involved the acceptance of larger risks, as
General Eisenhower pointed out, when he télegraphed to inform
the Combined Chiefs of Staff of his decision to accept the new
plan, But the necessity for concentration learned in
Tunisia warranted the taking of increased risks. In no other

way could the Allies make certain of capturing the east coast

ports and the Ponte Olivo landing grounds at the same time,

The final plan was approved by the Combined Chiefs of
Staff on 13 May, At the same time they suggested making a
feint or diversion against the western end of the island in
order to pin enemy forces to that area during the first
critical hours and supporting the feint by strong air attacks
on the western airfields to prevent the enemy aircraft based
in that area from opposing the main operation,

The Finel Plan

On 19 Mey H.Q. Force 141 issued Operation Instruction No.l
and on 21 May issued Operation Instruction No.2,. These
operational memoranda, set forth the final plan as adopted ard
carried out, The object of the operation was to seize and
hold the Island of Sicily as a base for future operations,

It was to take place in five phases, In the first phase
preparatory measures were to be made by the air and naval
forces to gain air supremacy, and to neutralise enemy naval
effortse The actual assault was to consist of pre-dawn
attacks by sea and ground forces with the objectives of
seizing the airfields and the ports of Syracuse and Licata,

(1) An ampidbious vehicle, making its first operational
applarancs,
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It was to be preceded by airborne landings. The third
prhase was the establishment of a firm base from which to
conduct operations for the capture of the ports of Augusta
and Catania and of the Gerbini Group of airfields and the
fourth, the capture of these ports and airfields, Finally,
with these in their possession, the Allies could then proceed
to the reduction of the island. :

Tasks of Eastern Task Force (Force 545)

The Eighth Army (British) was to assault the area between
Syracuse and Pozzallo, supported by such parachute troops as
.could be lifted in one third of the available transport
aircraft, Their main objective was the capture of the port
of Syracuse and the landing ground at Pachino, They were
then to establish a front on the general line Syracuse =~
Pozzallo ~ Ragusa and gain touch with the Seventh Army. They
were then to push forward as rapidly as possible to take the
ports of Augusta and Catania and the Gerbini group of airfields,

Tasks of Western Task Force (Force 343)

' The assault of the Seventh Army (American) was to be
directed ageinst the area between Cape Scaramia and Licata,
supported by such parachute troops as could be lifted in two
thirds of the avallable transport aircraft. Their main
objective was to take the port of Licata and the airfields of
Ponte Olivo, Biscari and Comiso, They were then to
establish themselves so that they gained contact with the
Eighth Army at Ragusa, to protect the airfields they had
already taken, and to prevent enemy reserves moving eastwards
against the flank of the Eighth Army.

To fulfil the tasks allotted to them, the Eighth Army
devised the following plan.  The Eighth Army was grouped for
the assault into XIIT and XXX Corps, XIII Corps consisted
of the 5th and the 50th Divisions with the 1st Airborne
Division initially under commend., XXX Corps consisted of the
1st Canadian and the 51st (H) Division and 231st Brigade.

A force reserve consisting of the' 78th Division and a
Canadian tank brigade was held initielly in North Africa.

The plan was that XIII Corps would assault on a three-
brigade front in the. Avola area, secure & beachhead, advance
repidly to capture Syracuse, then to capture Augusta, Catania,

- and the Gerbini airfields, XXX Corps would assault on the

Pachino peninsula and capture the Pachino landing ground,

advance north to relieve XIII Corps first in the Avola area end

then in the Syracuse area, at the same time advancing north-
west on the axis Spaccaforno - Ragusa to establish contact
with Seventh Army at Ragusa. Diversions employing naval,

air and airborne forces were planned against Catania early on
the night of the assault in order to contain enemy reserves in

- that area,

. Likewise the Seventh Army mede its plans in accordance

with its instructions. The Seventh Army was grouped in two

sub=-tesk forces for the assault: II Corps and the 3rd
Division (reinforced), and a floating reserve consisting of
2nd Armoured Division end one combat team-of the 1st Division,
A further army reserve consisted of the 9th Infantry Division,
82nd Airbornme Division, and a parachute battalion, II Corps
consisted of the 1st and 45th Divisions, two Ranger Battalions,
and a parachute task force from the 82nd Airborme Division,
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The plan was that II Corps would assault between
Sarpierl and Gela to capture the airfields at Ponte Olivo,
Biscari and Comiso, and %o establish contact with Eighth Army
in the vicinity of Ragusa. The 3rd Division (reinforced)
would assault in the Licata area, capture the port and air-
field at Iicata and protect the left flank of the army from
interference from the north-west, The floating reserve

- would sail with the assault convoys and be prepared to land

in support of any of the assault forces. The 9th Infantry
Division, in army reserve, would have one combat team and the
entire divisional artillery ready to move to Sicily on call
after D plus 8, The 82nd Airborne Division would concentrate
in Sicily by successive lifts by D plus 7 in either the
Licate or Gela area,

A parachute task force consisting of the 905th Parachute
Combat Team (reinforced) from 82nd Airborne Division would be
landed during the night D to D plus one in the area north and
east of Gela to capture and secure the high ground in that
area, disrupt communications and the movement of reserves,
and to assist the 1st Division capture the Ponte Olivo
landing grounds.

Presentation of Plans

The plans of the task forces and the naval, air and
administrative plans were presented to the Allied Commander~
in-Chief and the Joint Commenders at a $Presentation of
Plans'! Conference on 24 June at Force 141 Heedquarters near
fAlgiers, Major General de Guingand, representing
General Montgomery, presented the Eighth Army plan and
represented & request of the army commander that notwith-
standing the overriding importance of using the availasble air
support for the proiection of shipping lying off the beaches
and for neutralising enemy airfields, the Eighth Army should
have a call on a certein amount of air support with which to
block the movement of mobile German forces to the high ground
in the vicinity of Avola, which if captured by the Germans
on D-Day would seriously affect the security of the XIII
Corps beachhead, After discussion it was agreed that ocertain
additional squadrons of the Tactical Air Force based on
Malta would be allotted to the support of the Eighth Army to
take care of this contingency.

On 26 June the main headquarters of Force 141 opened at
La Marsa, Tunisia and on 8 July a tactical headquarters for
the assault phase opened at Malta, On 10 July Force 141
officially became the Fifteenth Army Group, Force 343 became
the Seventh Army, end Force 545 became the Eighth Army,

On D minus five the disposition.of the ground and airborne
forces under Fifteenth Army Group were as follows (all forces
concerned were either afloat or concentrated in their mounting
aress); the 45th U.S. Division, which had arrived a few days
previously direct from the United States, was at Oran, the
1st U.S. Division was at Algiers; the 3rd U.S. Division was
in the Bone, Bizerta Area; the 2nd U.S., Armoured Division,

& floating reserve, was afloat; the 1st Canadian Division
which was recruited direct from the United Kingdom, was
efloat off Malta; the 51st British Division was at Sousse;
the 5th and 50th British Divisions were in the Alexandria
area; and the 13t and 82nd U.S, Airborne Divisions were in
Kairouan srea, The 9th U,S., Division and the 78th British
Division were in Tunisia, prepared to move into their
mounting areas,
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Cover plans

The movement of all assault convoys until D plus one was
designed to conform to the normsl routes of through convoys
in order to support the cover plan (Barclay) which provided a
false D-Day and false destination for the assault forces,
The purpose of the plan was to make the enemy suspect that
two operations were intended, one against the Balkans by a
mythical British !Twelfth Army'! from the Middle East , and one
by General Patton's American forces from North Africa ageinst
southern France; and that these attacks intended for the
moonless periods of the month, had already been twice
postponed, . '

By 21 June, it was hoped thet the enemy would have been
convinced that Western Crete was to be assaulted on 24 July,
the Peloponnesus on 26 July and Sardinia and Corsica on
31 July, and southern France - to synchronize with an attack
on western or northern France - on k4 August. Bach of the
units in the Task Forces had been provided with a specific
cover destination which would fit the general plan.

The assault Group, by following the normal convoy routes
close to the North Africen coastline prior to the genuine
D-day would converge in the area south of Malta and suggest a
threat towards Crete at the same time Force 'H'(1) would
manceuvre in the Ionian Sea and threaten the coast of Greece.
That night they were to turn north and approach the shores of
Sicily in darkness, '

By such a ruse it was hoped to retard the reinforcement
of Sicily by German troops, reduce the intensity of air and
naval attacks on Allied shipping from D minus one, and keep
the Taranto squadron of the Italian fleet east of the Strait
of Messina, But, in view of the. vagtness of the armada the
Allies were plenning to assemble, neither strategic nor
tactical surprise were to be expected for the assault on
Sicily. :

The Naval Task

Naval undertakings in connection with operation Husky
started perforce long before D-Day, The first convoy
bringing troops from the United States left on the 28 May and
the last on the 12 July, all these were bound for ports in
North Africa,

Convoys to arrive off Sicily on D-Day were to sail
originally from ports in the Mediterranean, Thus, the
Eastern Task Force Troops for the lendings at Acid and Bark
were to be brought from Alexandria and from Sfax; and others
from Malte, Those which composed the Western Task Force were
to be unloaded at Afydoen ports such as Oran, Algiers, Bizerta
Tunis and Sousse; +these latter forces were intended for the
landings at Cent, Dime and Joss.

The naval task fell into four mein headings,

(2) The cover of the whole operation against inter-
ference by surface forces,

(1) A Diversionery Naval Force,
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- (b) The close escort of the convoys to their destination
and the delivery of the troops to the beaches,

(¢) The close support of the landings by gunfire.

(&} The maintena:nce by sea cf the forces landed,
including +the protection of shipping off the beaches.

Naval Covering Forces

Force 'H' consisting of four battleships, four cruisers,
two aircraft carriers and some eighteen destroyers was to te
concentrated in the Ionian Sea by D minus one, An additional
force of two battleships, two cruisers, and six destroyers was
to be based iu the Algiers area as cover for the convoy on the
North Africa coast, and as a reserve for the reinforcement or
relief of Force 'H if required; and a light covering force
(Force 'Q') consisting of cruisers and destroyers was to be
detached on the af'ternmoon of D minus one to cover the northern
flank of the eastern assaults,

The Eagtern Task Forces

A Support Group (Force 'X!) consisting of four cruisers
and six destroyers was to be based on Malta, It was intended
that this force should cover and assist in the escort of the
south—-eastern assaults to their beaches and would form the
cover of the gun support of the Acid and Bark landings,
Destroyer and escort vessels of all types had been detailed
to escort the convoys, and a proportion of these ships were to
be available to provide gun support and A.A, protection at the
beaches, In order to conceal the intention as far as
possible from the enemy, assault convoys were to be routed to
cenform to the normel movements of ship traffic through the
Mediterranean,

R.A.Fo Planning

The circumstances in which the operation was mounted were
peculiar, The Eighth Army was still engaged in fighting in
Tunisia during the early stages of the plenning, and subse-
quently moved its headquarters to Cairo, The details of the
British assault were planned in Cairo and the assault was
loaded and launched mainly from the Middle East. Divisions
were, however, located in the Delta, in Tripoli, and in
Tunisia, and were loaded in these several localities,

The American Seventh Army had its headquarters in
Morocco, partly at Oran and partly at Mostaganem, some thirty
miles away, During the later stages of the planning the
headquarters were all located at Mostaganem, The details of
the American assault were planned at that Headquarters. The
Divisions of the Seventh Army were located at various places in
North Africa, end were located at Oran, Algiers, and Tunis,

The North-west African Air Forces and the Desert Air

.Forces were deeply involved in the battle of Tunisia during

the early stages of the *Husky'! plarning, and on its conclusion
had to be hurriedly withdrewn for refitting and preparstion
for the new campaign, As the Desert Air Force was adminis-
tered and mailntained from the Middle East where all its spare
equipment etc., was located, it was withdrasm. to.the

Middle East. Air Force units, equipment and supplies which
were to go with the assault and follow-up convoys had to be
moved to the various ports between the Nile Delta and Oran,

in which the loading was taking place. Additional Air Foroe
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. service units and equipment were coming from the United States
and the United Kingdom for movement direct into Sicily.

To make things more complicated, the American Services
of Supply was responsible for loading American convoys, and
the lcading of British convoys was the responsibility of the
Middle East, but in order to make the best use of the various
eirfields in Sicily, some British units and equipment had to
be loaded in Lmerican convoys and some American in British
convoys.

The Air Force commands which were going to fight the
battle could not undertake the planning because they werse
fully occupied with the current operations, In these circum-
stances, the Air Force planning staf'f established with Force -
141 had to be formed from United States and British officers
who could be made availlable from various sources,

Ibid - . : There were various radical changes of plan, each of which
caused a complete revision of the outline Air Plaa, When
the Final Armv Plan was approved, it was obvious that in the
initial stages of the asssult the front would not be wide
enough to warrant two Air Forces controlling headquarters,

. 'As the initial fighter operations were beihg undertaken mainly
from Malta, the Air Officer Commanding in Malta was made
responsible for controlling these operations and the Air
Officer Commanding the Desert Air Force was made responsible
for the initial operation of units in Sicily, This still
further complicated the Air Force planning, Further compli-
cations were caused by the fact that American Army procedure
for the planning of the assault differed from that of the
British Army, The American Army expected to find Air Force

- representetives actually located within the headquarters of
‘each of its formations as part of the staff, and able to

enter into Air Force commitments, down as 1ow as divisional
levels In the circumstances, this was obviously not possibles

There was at that time a dearth of experienced
United States air force officers able to undertake the
necessary planning, Those officers who were so qualified
- were for the most part fully occupied in current operations,
so that most of the planning for the 'Husky' operat:Lon was
done chiefly by British. officers.

: An American planning staff, which was intended to be
located at an early stage with 'bhe headquarters of the
Seventh Army for detailed planning, remained in fact at
Algiers until a relatively late stage, with the result that
the British officers responsible for the close support

- planning meintained insufficient contact with the Headquarters
of the Seventh Army at Mostagenem. The planning of the
operation was made more difficult and complicated by the
armies concerned who made no attempt to centralise their
planning, and expected the air forces to break what was
essentially an over all air problem requiring careful
co=ordination into a number of detailed and unco-ordinated

i tasks, each of which were expected to be discussed with
minor army formations spread over North Africa and the
‘Middle East,

The alteration in the assault plans for the land forces

Outline air did not materially affect the preparatory alr operations
plan A, H,B,/° - which were intended %0 neutralize the enemy forces, But the

1175/83/12 . decision to capture the Islands of Pantellerie and
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. Lampedusa(1) before' {:he Husky operation took place was of
P great importance, : S

‘ Pantelleria would afford a much needed airfield, with
an operatiocnal capacity of about one hundred fighters, from
which additional support could be given over the western
operationel arca, Lampedusa, although sn indifferent airfield
and not well placed to assist the land operatioms, would be
useful for convoy protection duties, The possgession of these
islands would permit the development of valuable radar
facilities as well as denying them to the enemy. They could
also be used as Air/Sea rescue and navigational aid centres.

r The new plan had some advantages in that the assault-:
area was limited to the south-ecast corner of the island and
the dispersion of air effort in covering assaults in the
Palermo area had been eliminated, Although the distance from
the western-most head (Licata) %o the eastern-most (Avols) was
sixty miles, the aii protection of the beaches and the shipping
lying off them was made less difficult, There was however,
56ili & shortege of forward airfields from which short range
fighters could operate effectively over the battle area,
Maltals airfields, although it was planned to use them to their
full capacity, were insufficient; even when action had been
taken to construct a temporary airfield on Gozo Island which
would permit the operation of a further eighty to one hundred
fighters from the Malta Command more accommodation would be
needed, . Fighters and light bombers based in Tunisia could
operate effectively only over the most western assaults and
would not be able to give any direct assistance to the assaulis
planned for the beaches east of Licata,

The Air Force plen

The air plan was to be developed in three phases:~
(a) Preparatory measures. |

(p) The assault,

(c) Reduction of the Island,

Strategic Bombing Operations

Outlire Air As soon as the enemy had been cleared from Tunisia,
Plan A, H.B./ preparatory bombing for operation 'Husky? was to be
IIJ5/83/42 - initiated, Only steady pressure was to be applied until

about D minus seven, as many units required to be rested after
the Tunisian campaign, and extensive aerodrome construction
was in progress in northern Tunisia to provide for the many
alrfields required for the operation,

. These earlier bombing attacks were to be confined to more
distant targets of strategic value and to shipping strikes
when such targets were offered, It was important to
inverfere with any bulld up of strength which the enemy might
be attampting in Sicily; especially in Messina, The most
important targets,apart from airfields, were considered to be
the ports of Naples, Messina and Palermo,

(1) Pentelleria and Lampeduse form 2 _'separate study., See
. ‘ Chapter 2,

(90918)23 SECRET



SECRET
20

Period from D minus seven to D-Day

During this period the Allied Air Forces were to direct
their offensive against the enemy air force in an attempt to
prevent it offering serious opposition to the projected
landings in Sicily, Ailrfields where the Luftwaffe were based
‘were to be the principal targets, in preference to those
occupied by the Italian Air Force, but the latter were by no
means to be ignored, On principle, attacks were to be
directed on those enemy alrfields from which operations
against the Allied seaborne assault would be made, Attacks
were not to be made on airfields further afield except when
photographic reconnaissances had shown exceptional concentra-—

Ibid, ‘ . tions of aircraft., A list of enemy airfields which were to
: be attacked had been issued and orders were given that daily
photographic recomaissance of them was to be maintained,

. By the end of the period it was hoped that the enemy's first
line strength of aircraft in the Sicilian theatre especielly
in fighters would have been reduced considerably, It was
realised that this aim could not be accomplished solely by
the bonbing of airfields, but previous experience had shown

. that sooner or lstexy these tactics compelled the enemy to
come up and fight, It was then, it was hoped, to inflict

 heavy casualties,

~ Forecests indicated that the G,A.F. was likely to find
: it difficult to find feinforcements(‘l) especially if the
, Russian front continued to be active, Heavy scale air
Ibid, . .operations against western Europe were being undertaken by
’ eircraft based in the United Kingdom which would impose an
additional severe strain on the enemy's air resources and
make it unlikely that he would be able to reinforce the
Mediterranean theatre without weakening himself dangerously
elsevhers, It was therefore permissible to hope that after
these attacks, the enemy would be uneble to maintein his air
strength at a standard high enough to be a decisive factor in
the Sicilian assault.

Communication Targets

Increasing attention was to be peid to land, sea and
air communications leading into Sicily. The ports Palermo,
Messine and Catania were importent to the enemy and were to be
attacked in accordance with inf'ormetion photographic reconnais=
sance gave, At a favourable time near the approach of D-Day
a maximun scale of day ard night bombing ettack would be
directed against Messina, with a view to neutralising it as a
supply base and as a channel for reinforcements,(2) If heavy
increases in rail traffic were to be observed on the Naples =
Reggio line, attacks would be made to disrupt it. The most
profitable point of attack for this purpose was considered to
~ be the marshalling yards at Naples, but intruders opersting
against trains might also prove effective, As road and
railway communications in Sicily itself afforded no major
targets, attack there would only be made on exceptional
targets or by intruders on patrol,

Targets to be attacked by land bombers based on the
United Kingdom, ‘

At the same time as the Mediterranean air forces were
attacking tergets directly connected with the Sicilian -

(1) See Appendix 3,
(2) The N,W.A,A.F, never did in fact neutralise Messina,
See Chapter 4,
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assault, Bomber Command would co~operate by making attacks on
Italian industrial and commnication tergeis. Heavy bombing
of such targets, it was considered, would have a valuable
effect on the morale of the Italian people., Possible targets
were: -

Cities: Milan, Turin, Genoa (and possibly Rcme).

0il: Leghorn and Porto Marghere (near Venice),

Industrial and Pairer: Terni,

Rail Commmnications: Bologna: (imporient for communica-
tion with Germany).

Phase II «~ The Assaults

After the assaults had been launched, the main effort
would still be aimed at denying the air to the enemy's air
forces and the primary bombing target would remain the enemy
airfields in Sicily. The capture of airfields on the island
and the threat to others from the proximity of the Allied
forces after landing would progressively reduce the number of
airfield targets on the island, It was expected that the
airfields at Comiso, Ponte Olivo, Biscari and Pachino, would be
either captured or denied to the enemy by D plus one, This
would enable the Allied air forces to develop, on D plus two,
a heavier scale of attack against those airfields still
occupied by the enemy. In addition to these attacks, bombing
action was to be taken to prevent the enemy from reinforcing
Sicily or moving forces from west to east within the island,

During the night preceding the assault, paratroop attacks,
mounted from the Kairouan area, were to be launched in support
of the assaults, Additional paratroop operations were to be
undertaken between D-Day and D plus three,(1)

Protection of Shipping -

Throughout !Husky! and particularly on D plus one, the
protection of shipping would be a very heavy commitment, On
D plus one it would be necessary to reduce the employment of
fighters on offensive roles to meet this, and both the
Tactical and Strategic Air Forces would heve to supplement the
resources of the Coastal, Middle East, and Malta Air Forces,
As far as possible Malta was to be relieved of responsibility
for the protection of shipping, in order that aircraft based
on the island could be employed on offensive tasks., In
general Coastal Air Force would be responsible for the protec=-
tion of shipping sailing from North African ports, and the
Middle Fast Command for shipping leaving from ports in the
Middle East, In both cases, however, Malta would have to
supply escorts towards the end of D minus one day when the
egsault convoys would be converging on the island,

Until such time as both single and twin engined-fighters
were established in Sicily day and night fighter protection was
to be provided from Malta and Pantelleria; supplemented by
day twinw-engined fighters based on Tunisia, Balloons were

to be used to provide additional protection.

(1) See A, H.B, Monogreph, 'Airborne Forces'. A.P,3231,
SECRET
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Throughout the operation it would be necessary to main-
taln regular generel reconnaissance patrols in the
Tyrrhenian end Ionian seas, and special photographic cover of
the Italian fleet, At night A.S.V., patrols were to be
maintained to keep the ships under observation and report any -
attempt they might make to slip out of port. Owing to the
necessity of operating the meximum number of fighters from
Malte during the assaults, the main torpedo~bomber striking
force was to be based in Tunisia and would refuel in Malta if
required to operate in the Ionien sea,

Phase III -~ Build-up and reduction of the Island

By D plus three the airfields at Pachino, Licata,
Ponte 0livo, and possibly Comiso were expected to be ready for
occupation, Biscari perhaps a day or two later, As soon as
they were ready to receive aircraft, squadrons up to the
following strengths were to be flown in depending upon the
condition of the airfields concerned:-

Pachino "4 5.E.F. Squedrons R.A,F, (from Malta)
: 1 Tac/R Flight R.A.F, Spitfires

Comiso 5 S.E,F. Squadrons R.A.F. - do -

Biscari 3% S,E.F, Squadrons R.A.F, ~ do -

Ponte Olivo 1 S.,E.F, Group U,S. (from N, Africe,
Gozo or
Pantelleria) - Spitfires
1 Observation Squadron U,S. = do - Mustengs

Licata 1 S.E,F., Squadron U,S. - do - Spitfires

.Bomber Operations

After the first fighter squadrons had left Malta they
were to be replaced, as airfields became available, by five
Royal Air Force squaedrons and two United States Air Force
Groups from Tripoli, all equipped with Kittyhawk aircraft,
These units were to operate in support of the land forces as
required,

" The main task of the bomber force based on the mainlend
wes defined as:-~ '

() Neutrelise those airfields in Sicily still held by
. the enemy,

(b) Prevent the movement of enemy reinforcements in
Sicily from west to east by attacks on commmications

(¢) Prevent enemy reinforcements entering Sicily via
" Messina and Palermo,

(d) Provide direct support to the land forces.

- Shipping protection

The movement of shipping at this stage could not be
foresesn, fightier protection would be provided by single
engined fighters based on the meinland, Malta, Pantelleria and
possibly Lempedusa, The single-engined fighter commitment
would be reduced wherever possible by the use of the twin-
engined fighters of the Middle East Commend, During this
period there would be a' large number of ships lying-off the
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beaches. To relieve squadrons based in Sicily of
responsibllity in the protection of their ships, this
commitment would be met as far as possible by single-engined
fighters based on Malta and Pantelleria.

Capture of Catania
It was estimated that Catania might be captured between

D plus seven and D plus fourteen., When airfields in that
area were fit for use, the following squadrons would move in:-
From Comiso and Biscari - 9% S.E.F. Squadrons (Spitfire)

11 S.E.F, Squadrons (Kittyhewk)

%+ 7.E.F. Squadron (N) (Beaufighter)
% TAC/R Squadron (Spitfire)

The squadrons transferred from Comiso and Biscari would be
replaced by: -

Comiso 2 Group U.S. A,36 (Mustang)
Biscari 1 Group U,S, Kittyhawk
all from North Africa.

Reduction of the Island

Forces availables~

By D plus fourteen or shortly afterwards, the following forces
were expected to be operating in Sicily:-

Pachino/Catania/Gerbinj Area

23 S,E,F, Squadrons R.A.F,
= T,E.F, (N) " B
1 TAC/R " 1"

Comiso/Biscari/Ponte Olivo/Licata Area

4 or 4t S.E.F., Group U,S.
1 Observation Squadron U.S.
1 T.E.F. (N) Squadron R.A.F,.

Further, as soon as the administrative situation allowed,
there would be airfield accommodation for the remaining
Kittyhawk units of the Tactical Air Force and a small number
of light and medium bomber squadrons.,

The greater part of the bombing force would remain in
North Africa, but fuel and explosives for the coperation of
medium and light bomber aircraft would be available in Malte,
and it was planned to build up stocks in Sicily for these
types of eircraft as far as supply difficulties would permit.
The immediate tasks of the Allied bomber forces would be to
provide support for the land forces in Sicily, to continue to
neutralize airfields remaining in enemy hands, and to prevent
the arrival of enemy reinforcements, In -addition, the Allied
heavy bomber offensive against Italy proper would be
intensified,
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CHAPTER 2
PREPARATIONS FOR THE ASSIAULT

There was no radical change in the pattern of command
which had worked so successfully in Tunisia, The Air
Commander~in~Chief (Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder)
would control all air operations during 'Husky' from his
Command Post at La Marsa near Tunis, The Commanding General
North West African Alr Forces {Major-General Carl Spaatz
UiSols) was to establish his headquarters adjacent to the
Alr Commander—in-Chief's and from there would control the
operations of his air forces throughout the operation. To
facilitate thisy the operational staffs of both commands
would be merged into the combined staff, The headquarters
of the North West African Tactical Air Forces together with
the advanced operational headquarters of .the Strategic Air
Force (Lieut-General James Dooliitle, UeSeAs) and the Coastal
Air Porce (Air Vice-Marshal Hugh Lloyd) would be set up in

.proximity to the Command Post,

The Air Officer Commanding the Tactical Air Force of which
the basic components were the Desert Air Force and XII Air
Support Comiend and the 'factical Bomber Force would have
operational command of all air forces providing direct
support to the British and American assaults. The Air
Officer Commanding Malte (Air Vice-Marshal Sir Keith Park)
wa.s to0 be subordinate to the A.0sCey T AJF, during the
opening phases of the operations, but was to comntrol all air
forces operating from Malta.

As soon as the air forces were established in Sicily,
their operational control would be centralised under the
Air Officer Commanding the Desert Air Force, Subsequently,
when the assault area had been enlarged sufficiently to
permit the operation of two controls, the XII Air Support -
Command would take over the control of the air forces
operating with Seventh (U.S.) Army and the Desert Air Force
would command the air forces operating with the Eighth Army,
both as subordinate commands of the Tactical Air Force,

Mediterranean Air Command's Bombing Policy

Oun 17 June Mediterranean Air Command issued an operationsl
directive to the North-west African Air Force (N.A.A.F,)
laying down the bombing policy for the period immediately
preceding the forthcoming operation, The time before D-Day
was divided into two periods (i) from the date of the issue

‘of -this directive to D minus ten and (ii) D minus ten to

D-Day. -During the first period, the selection of targets
wes to be determined by considerations of enemy supply and
morale, and above all the destruction of the enemy air force,
The scale of effort, however; was to be circumscribed in scope
to allow units to build up to full strength for the invasion
of Sicily, Some days prior to the start of the second
period a detailed directive would be issued covering the
period D minus ten to D-Day. During this phase; it was
expected that the primary considerations would be to afford
direct support to the operation, The number of sorties per
day would be increased culminating in an absolutely maxinmm
nurber on D minus three day and maintaining that scale of
effort until the initial landings had been accomplished.

The heavy bombers and night bombers from North Africa and

th? Middle East were normally to be employed on targets on the
mainland of Italy end the Messina Strait, The principal types
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of targets were to be enemy air and supply organisations,
airfields, air bases, erection and supply facilities of the ﬁ%
German Air Force, supply and commnication centres, shipping
end port facilities, A list of particularly important
targets, the air forces detailed to attack them, and an
indication of the division of responsibility between NeAeA.F

‘and the Middle East Command was igsued, This programme left

approximately twenty per dent of the effort available to be
djiverted_ for cover plan purposes in each command,

~ The medium bonbers were to have two objectives, Firstly
they were to neutralise the Sicilian ports {except that of

_Messina) paralyse oommmicatioris, and destroy the enemy air
‘forces, and secondly they were to support the cover plan by %

conducting the same type of gperations over Sardinia, It was =
estimated that only one third of the medium bomber effort would

" be expended on Sardinie, and it was considered desirable that
- the procedure of picking up fighter escorts at Malta should be

thoroughly tested during this period, Light borvers were to
be used on eppropriate tergets, preferably 'counter air foroe!
within their range in western Sicily, Similarly the procedure
of picking up escorts from Pantelleria was to be tested as

soon as the airfield on that island had become operational,

" As a firal word it was emphasised that developments in the

operational situation and intelligence information from various
gources might require some temporary alterations to the

general principles as stacved and to the bombing effort allotted
to and within each vhase,

Operational Policy of Tactical Air Foroe

On the 19 May 1943, the A.O.C.(1) Tactical Air Force,
made known to his subordinate commanders the policy he had
adopted for the Tactical Air Forces in the forthcoming

" invasion of Sicily. In the preliminary stege operational

control of ‘air force units located in Malte and Pantelleria
would be undertaken by A.CeC, Malte, under the direction of

" the A40,C, Tactical Air Force,

Units located on the. mainland would be under the
operational control of the Tactical Air Force, This control
would be exercised through the Tactical Bomber Force, the rear
Headquarters, echelon of advanced headquarters of the Desert
Air Force and XII Air Support Comnend, It would therefore

be nécessary for the rear Headquarters of these formations

to have both operational and administrative echelons. When
both the Desert Air Force and XII Air Support Command were
located in Sicily the operational control of these units would
be undertaken by the Air Officer Commanding the Desert Air
Force under the direction of the Tactical Air Force until it fm)
was practicable to operate a second executive formation, when
XIT Air Support Command would become a separate entity with
its direction of effort and co-ordination undertaken by the
Tactical Alr Force, The operational control of the units
remaining on the mainland would continue as in the preliminary
phase, T .

In the preliuinary phase the Tactical Bomber Force would
underteke escorted light bomber attacks by day and night
bombing (when the moon gave assistance) against selected
objectives on the western area of Sicily and medium bomber
attacks against objectives on the western area, Escoits ﬁ%
would be provided from the mainland fér light bombers and from
Malte for medium.hombers,

(1) Air Vice-Marshal A, Coningham,
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The fighter force in Malta would be employed in air .
fighting and was to use every artifice to induce the enemy air
force to come up and fights, On D minus one a heavy convoy
protection commitment would be imdosed on these fighter unitse
When the air forces inoved from HMalta and Sicily the heavy
protective ocommitment for the beaches would be reduced
and fighter bombers would then become available for support
bombing operating from bases in Malta at first, and, later
from Sicily, At this stage escorted light and wediun
bornber effort by day, for pre~arranged attacks, would become
practicable, At night light and medium attacks would be
continued against selected objectives,

In the preliminary ohase fighter control by day would be
undertaken by Malta, but when the air forces had moved into
Sicily the control of all fighters in the battle area would
be undertaken by the Air Officer Commanding the Desert Air
Force through Noe211 Group main and forward controls,

XII Air Support Oomuand would provide homing facilities

and protect its own airfields, At night, during the
prelininary phases Beaufighters would be controlled from
Maltae In the assault stage Malta would continue this
control and in addition subsidiary controls would be
established with G¢CeI, on landing craft at the main assault
beaches and wherever possible with GeCele €stablished on
shore.

Disposi’uion of Tactical Air Force

At the end of hostilities in Tunisia, the initial task
of the Tactical Air Force had been to move units into :
suitable airfields for the undertaiing of operations against
Sicily, The first necessity wase Yo build up Haltals air
strength as scon as possible with fighiers of high performance
in order that a sirong fighter force could be established on
the island before the start of the operation to provide the
protective cover which would be recuired eventually for the

_ shipping and beaches, and in the neantines; a force capable of

dominating the eneny in air fighting and of giving escort to
bomber formations attacking Sicily, Consequently, the
Spitfire Wings from lios242 Group (Nos,322 and 324)

were moved from North Africa to lialta at the begimiing of
June and these were followed by No,24k Spitfire Wing of the
Desert Air Force, The advent of the new units filled the
existing Malta airfields to capacity with twenty fighter
squadrons,

It was considered that this force was insufficient for
the protection of eight beach landings over a front of about
one hundred miles, and it was thought desirable that more
fighter squadrons should be brought within range, Airfield
space constituted the difficulty, The capture of Pantelleria,
however, on the 11 June permitted an American Group of
Kittyhawks (33rd Fighter Group) being located there to cover .-
the two western assaults; and during the prelininary ohase
these fighters would also be available to escort bombers
operating from Tunisia and for shipping protection, In
additiony a new airfield was constructed, in the short space
of twenty days, on the Island of Gozo on which it was proposed
to base another American fighter group, the 31 st,
equipped with Spitfires, Thus the fighter strength which
could be used to cover the assaults was very greatly increased,

Equally important was the location of units which were to
operate from bases in Tunisia, The Cap Bon peninsula was tha
nearest point to Sicily, Hencey in this area, ana as far
south as Hergla, a total of twelve airfields were either newly
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constructed or ex-Axls airfields, which had been iumproved for

the use of units of XIT Air Support Command and of the Tactical

Bomber Force which would be operating from Tunisia, By the -
. end of ‘June, these airfields were fully stocked for intensive -

operations: and linked by telephone to control headquarters,

Meanwhile, the Desert Air Force iad been withdrawn to the
Tripoli area for rest and re-fittingy with the exception of the
bomber. compohent which had been attached to the Tactical
Bomber Force, Noe2Lk (Spitfire) Wing had moved almost
imuediately to Malta, leaving No,239 Wing, 57th and 79th (U,S.)
Groups - all Kittyhawk fighter<bombers = in the Tripoli area,

It was the intention that this fighter-bomber force should
be held at immediate readiness for the direct support of %he
ground forces, and thet it should move into Malta when aire
flelds were vacated by the Spitfire units moving into Sicily,
It was important that this fighter-bonber force be kept at a
high state of operational readiness, but as the resources for
fighter escort for the Taoctical Bomber Force were very
limited, plans were made for the movement of tie 57th and
79th (U.S.) Groups to the Cap Bon area should the need arise.
Fortunately, it was not found necessary to put the plan into
operation, Events proved later that owing to the lack of
enemy air opposition, Malta airfields were able to accomuodatie
fighter-bombers in addition to Spitfires, and consequently
these units were moved forward to Malta for operations
imnediately the landings had been completed and while the
bridgehead was being enlarged,

In short, therefore, the air position of the Té.c;biéa;.l Air
Force operational units wasge

(a.) The main fighter force located at Malta » Gozo and
Pantelleria,

(b) A small fighter force, under XII Air Support Comuand,
retained for tactical bomber escort and located on
airfields on the eastern side of the Cap Bon
peninsula,

(¢) Taoctical Bonber Force located at airfields on Cap Ben
peninsula,’ :

(d) Fighter~bomber force under Desert Air Force retained
- in the Tripoli area,

- (e) Lightning Group of Strategic Air Force temporarily
allocated to the Lactical Air Force at Mateur
(North Africa), - ‘

"Malta's Part .m the Invasion

Ope Order During the preparatory plan, the air forces based on
Noe 52 Malta were to begin operations in co-operation with air foroces
A..H.B./IIJB/B}/ based in North Africa - designed to reduce the effectiveness
99 of the enemy air forces based in Sicily and southern Italy,

During the assault the aims of the air forceés in Malita were to

be twofold, First they were to afford the maximum protection

against air attack to the Allied naval and military forces

engaged in the operation; and secondly they were to locate,

shadows and report any hostile surface forces ‘which menaced

the Allied expedition, %
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All air forces operating from Malta and Pantelleria would
be under the operational command of the Air Off'icer Commandings
Malta, until such time as air force control was established
in Sicilye Thereafter selected wnits would be despatched
from Malta to operate in Sicily under the command of the
Air Officer Comuandings Desert Air Force, Control of all
air forces based in Malta would be exercised by the Air
Officer Comnanding, lalta, from his Operational Headquarters
in Velletta, Aircraft would be detailed by and despatched
to their tasks through the normal fighter control channels,
Pighter controllers were to be located in headquarters ships
which were to accompany the assault forces, The fighter
control ship was to be equipped with radar and V.H.F,

Por comrmnication with fighter patrols, Fighter controllers
in these ships would, as necessary, take over the local control
of fighter patrols detailed to their area and would then,

by radar or visual neans, direct fighters to intercept

eneny aircraft within range,

Forces making passage to and from the assault areas were
to follow the routes indicated in their convoy diagram, If

the situation required it, a 'fighter box! could be mounted

on D minus one between the souti-eagiern Sicilian airfields
.and the convoys espproaching froa the south, This 'box! would
be maintained as a standing patrol to intercept hostile
bombers on their way to attack shipping, Similarly fighter
aircraft proceeding to and froam their patrol areas in the
vicinity of Sicily would, as far as possible, be routed to
cover the shipping lanes in use, but fighter escort would
not be provided for shipning proceeding to and from the
assault areas, Escort would, however, be provided for
selected convoys in passage during D minus one while within
50 neautical miles of lalta, All warships, while in company.
with convoys on D minus one were to display the first and
last letters of the convoy in white deck stripes on the
forecastle, For example, the convoy KM,P.F, 18 was to show
the letters 'K Fo!, : .

Control of A.A, fire was carefully laid down, By
day ships were not to fire on single-engined aircraft unless
these were identified as hostile or apparently of hostile
intent and were to engage all mlti-engined aircraft not
recognised as friendly, The horizontal danger areas round
ships was from 124000 yards in the case of cruisers to
15500 yards in the case of merchant vessels, At night
IFortu! procedure was to be initiated by any control
despatching night fighters into another area or seeing night
fighters about to enter another area, When 'Fortu! procedure
was in forcey Royal Navy ships mnight fire on any aircraft
not known to be friendly, Merchant Ships were not to open

fire by day or by night unless the target was first engaged on
by HeMe ships, '

The strength and distribution of fighter controls could
not be detailed in advance as it would naturally depend on the
scale of enemy opposition whichy in turm, would depend on the
effectiveness of the Allied bombing of'fensive during the
Preparatory periodes If the Allied bombing during the
!softening up! period had been effective, it might be possible
to extend offensive patrols to cover the greater part of the
ten daylight hours, If, on the other hand, the enemy's air
force were still capable of strong opposition the strength of
the Allied fighter sorties would at times have to be
proportionately increased, particularly during the more
critical daylight hours, thus reducing the total number of
hours during which aircraft from Malta could provide cover,
Owing to the very limited capacity of the landing grounds in
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Malta, it would be necessary to operate Pighter squadrons as .
far as possible to a pre-arranged prograime, to avoid congestion
on the airfields, Fighter aircraft were to be allocated for
the defence of Malta by night and- subsequently for the protec-
tion of shippmg and other vulnerable points in Sicily as they

. . were establisheds The primary task of night fighter intruder
- aircraft through all phases of the operation was to be the
. destruction of enemy aircraft in the vicinity of their bases,

Their secondary %ask was to be the disrupt:.o"x of tie enemy!s
night flying organisation, and their third was to be to
interdict the enemy's transport system leading to the Strait of
hesslna..

Photographic reconnaissance was to be flown daily to
locate the position of major naval units of the enemy and o

- recomnoitre enemy airfields to determine the position of his

forces,, They were to fly such strategical reconnaissances

as might be required by the military commander, They were
further to record boub damage resulting from the Allied bowbing
attacks,

... In the case of action by the Italian fleet, Baltimore
aircraft on Malta were to stand by to locate and shadow such
major units of the enemy fleet as might put to sea, At night
Wellington aircraft would carry out 'blook patrols! as
necessaxy of Messina and Taranto, They were to be ready, also,
to shadow such mejor units of the enemy fleet as might be
located at seas A tactical reconnaissance squedron was

-, included in Nos248 Wing under the instructions of the Army

Comwmder,

" The Protection of the North African Cosstal _Convoys

The fall of Tunis on 12 May 1943 marked the begimiing of
the through convoy period and was a land mark in the history

;of‘ war tine shipping in the Mediterranean. Convoys could now use
tile diréct route and this meant the saving of over 8,000 miles

between Liverpool and Alexandria’'and 4,500 miles between
Liverpool and Bombays, The enemy occupation of Iforth Africa
had forced the Allies to use the route round the Cape when
supplying the '\i::.ddle East forces or sending convoys of troops
to the Far Easts In May 1943 two large convoys bound for tae
1fiddle East had passed through the Sicilian Strait unmolested
from the air and from any otuer foru of attack, On 23 June

" the largest convoy up to that date passed through unhindered,

the lediterranean route to the east was once again openeds

. The Luftwaffe Air Striking Férce in North Africa had
escaped the fate of the German and Italian land forces and had
managed to effect their retreat to Sicily and the Italian maine
land, Here; the ‘enemy had organised his anti-ship: n.ng unitsy

"and prepared to attack Allied convoys between Algiers in the

west and the Malta Channel in the east, For this purpose
he planned to use bases in Sardinia, 8icily or the south of
Ttaly.

<
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The fighter defence of the Allied convoys passing from
the western Mediterranean into the central Mediterranean was
in the hands of 10,242 Groupe(1)

Air Operations from.the Fall of Munis to 30 June 1943

The end of the North African campaign with the Axis
surrender on Cap Bon gave the land forces a respite before
proceeding to their next objective, For the air forces
there was little rest, the successful invasion of Sicily
implied major commitments for the Allied Air Forces before
the actual landings, Some units of the Tactical Air Force
did find time for refitting but for the rest there was no
break in the operations, The function of the North African
Air Forces was almost exclusively tactical in nature; they
existed to provide support directly or indirectly to the

‘ground foroes, It must be noted that, in the wider context
~of the war as a whole, there was little dif'ference in

function between the strategic and tactical .air forces in
the invasion of Sicily, The operations, however, of the

. North African Strategic Air Force did take on some aspects

of strategic bombing, These operations were continuous and
only imperfectly punctuated by the successive phases of the
ground campaign, In the assault on Sicily the tasks of the
Strategic Air Force were to attack the enemy in advance of
the assault forces, to soften their cbjective and to assist

- in isolating the battlefield,

The Reduction of the Islends of the Pelagie Group

.Sicily had been attacked more or less continuously since

- February 1943 by B=17's of the N.AeSeAF, and by B=2L!s of

AHB /[1135/86/
22
EncleBA and 14

the Ninth Air Force operating from the Middle East by day,
At night the attacks were continued by ReAoFs Wellingtons
from the Middle East, Almost as soon as-the Tunisian
campaign was ended, Allied Air Forces switched the main
weight of their attacks on to the main island of the Pelagie
groupy Pantelleria, The importance of this island in the
proposed invasion of Sicily had been .foreseen as early as

- February 1943 and its capture was regarded as essential from

A.H.B./IIJ5/86/
22

Encl.EA.'

the_ air force point of view,

Importance of Pantelleria

The possession of Pantelleria was necessary for the
proposed operations preceding and during the assault, Other-
wise air support for the Eastern Task Force would have had to
be reduced substantially to ensure sufficient cover being
available over the Licata and Gela beaches, The island would
provide excellent radar facilities for the Allies as it had
done for the Axis and its possession would simplify the problem
of protection to convoys to and from the assault beaches, The

(90918)35

(1) Noo242 Group was transferred on 22 May 1943 from NeA T.AR
" 0 NeAoCeAoFs Whose headquarters et Bizerta controlled
fighter squadrons at Tunis and Sousse, This fighter
orgenisation was put to its first test on 26 June when
the important east~bound convoy 'Tadworth' wes attacked'by
over 100 enemy aircraft - Ju,88's, Cant ¢Z410U/ts and
FoWe190 fighter bombers, The attack which started in
daylight and continued into the hours of darkness was a
complete fiasco, The only damage suffered by the ships
~Was caused by near misses. No direct hits were
~ registered on any of the ships, The enemy striking
force was broken upy six of their aircraft being
destroyed and two damaged, Most of the attacking

aircra}ft were forced to jettison their bombs before
reaching the convoy,
SECRET
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" intensive day and night air efforb which would be required to

neutralise the island, even for a short time, would be saved
and the efforts of the air force could be devoted to offensive
rather than defensive operations which the neutralisation of
Pantelleris implied, Lastly, if the island remained in enemy
handsy his reporting system would be a constant erbarrassment
for the assaulting Allied forces,, It would be very difficult
to eliminate his Freys radar sta’cions by air action alone,

All the Allied sorties would have to be routed as a conseguence
to avoid the radar cover of Pantelleriaj and this would apply
especially to the paratroop operations and to the night and
day sorties of the heavy boumbers.

The .a_rgur_nenﬁs in fa'sfoﬁxt of. capturing Lampedusa were not
80 comprehensz.ve as those for Pantelleria, yet its possession
would give the Allies the yse of a =mall airfield which would

- be invaluable for convoy protection during the invasion and

Appendix I to
Encl.3 to Air
Report on
Pantelleria
AH.B. /ILJY
168/1

follow~up period, As a rader station, it would be nost

valuable to the enemy, alt;mugh its corresponding value to the

Allies would not be as great, Both islands could provid.e
subsidiary adventages such ac navigational aid centres, air
sea. rescue bases and energenoy landing grounds in the assault
period, ,

Pa.n'belleria. has been var:.ously described as an Ivalian
Gibraltar or as an Itdllian Heligoland, - The pre-war Fascist
press had made much of the impregnability of the island and,
as its capture was regarded as an essential preliminary to the
assault on Sicily, the Allies seeitingly faced a difficult taske
The island lies 53 miles from Cap Bon, Its coast is
irregular and featured by steep cliffs with an absence of

‘beaches suitable for 1and:.ng. There was only one possible

landing area for an invasion, near the town and harbour of
Porto di Pan'bellerla. at tné north-west end of the island,

But even there the harbour is muall and too shallow to
accomiodate vessels except those which draw less than 10 feet
of water; the currents are tricky and the surf runs high,.
At the n'orthern end of the island an airfield had been cons

". structed large enough for four-engined bombers to operate,
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On its south-east side a huge hangar had been built
underground, complete with electric light, water supply and
repeir fa.c:l.l:l.t:.es.

Since 1926 the island had been a forbidden militarj
area and information sbout its defence was scanty, FPhoto-
graphic reconnaissancey; during tne Tunisian campaign, had
revealed the presence of nore than 100 gun emplacenents,
some hewn from rock, others of concrete covered by lava
blocks., . The largest concentration was in defence of the
harbour, with the others so positioned to sweep the few other
places where landings might possibly be made, A number of
the guns were of sufficient size to present Allied warships
with a difficult target to neutralise, These strong-points
were supplemented by pill-~boxes,. machine-gun nests, scattered
among the mountains and embedded in the faces of cliffs.

Allied Intelligence estinated the number of the garrison
at approximately 10,000 men, With its natural and man-made
defencess memmed by such a large trarrison, Pantelleria might
well prove to be so formidable as to require a major effort
for its reduction but, in the garrison lay the island's chief
defensive wealmess, None of them were battle tested nor
conditioned to withstand the intensive boubing such as the
combined Anglo/American forces were capable of in the last
days in Tunisia, The island was isolated from the Italian
mainland and its garrison could hope for little acsistance
either in the way of air protection or in the form of
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replacements, Allied Intelligence assessed the gerrison's
morale as doubtfuly, a conclusion demonstrated by the poor
showing of aircraft units based on Pantelleria against
Allied air attacks near the close of the Tunisian campaign,

Planning the Capture of Pantelleria, (Operation Corkscrew)

The basis on which the operational planning was conducted,
was the appreciation that an assault on the ilsland was
impracticable if the garrison offered a determined resistance
because of the strong fortifications and the mestricted beach
landing arease, Consequently the main structure of thne plan
va.s that the garrison should be weakened by continuous
boibing on an increasing scale prior to the assault, In
addition the beach defences in the assault areas were to be
neutralised by air avtack and naval bombardment and a
blockade of the island was to be maintained, The final
assault was then to be made by one British division,

The Air Plan

. The objeots of the air operations prior to D-Day were
to reduce the morale of the garrison, to destroy those
defences which might have opposed or impeded the Allied
assault, and to iaintain a blockade of tihe island to prevent
reinforcenents reaching the garrison from Sicily, 1) " To
enable the air forces under its command to fulfil their
objecty a boubing schedule was drawvn up by Headquarters,
North African Air Forces, whose Cominanding General was in
charge of the operation,

Attacks by NoAeSoAoFs and N.A,T.A.Fe Were to be in
accordance with the follawing schedule;=

29 May = D niinus 6 - 150 sortles
. NASAP 50 bombers {29 May through D minus 6)
50 tighter-bombers (29, 30,31 Yey)
NATAF 50 bombers & fighter~bombers {1 June through D minus 6)
D minus § 200 sorties

NATAF 100 bombers & fightér=bombers  (Dewn = 1200: 1900 = Dusk)
MASAF 100 bombers (1200 = 1300)
Dminus b 400 Sorties
KATAF 150 bombers & fighter=bombers (Dawn=1200:  1900-Dusk)
MASAF 250 bombers & fighter—bombers {1200 ~ 1900)
tfell ingtons.
D minus 3 . 600 sortles
NATAF 250 bombers & fighter-bombers (Dasm=1000:  1900=Dusk)
MABAF 350 bombers & fighter~bombers (1000~ 1200: 1800 = 1500)
Strong Wellington Effort
D imnus 2 600 Sorties
NATAF 250 bombers & fighter~bombers (15avm-1200: §900~Dusk)
HASAF 350 bombers & fighter-bombers (1200 = 13900)
Wellingtons '

(1) The garrison belonged to the Italian Sixth Army, which
vas scationed in Sicily,
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D minus 1 1700 Sorties
NASAF 200 B=171ts (0300~1200:  1500~1800) %
4,00 mediums
100 Wellingtons
400 r!giner-bombers
NATAF 200 mediums (0500-0300:  1800~Dusk)
200 light bombers
200 fighter=bombers
Welllngtons N
Q!g_ge_:. No bombing betwsen 1200 and 1500 on D.minus ?v.

" NATAF 100 1light bombers .. ' ' (ﬁ;m - 1600)
100 medfuns ) . (ﬁévm - 1500)

NASAF 100 Be171s : (1000 - 1230)
100 mediums (1000 = 1250)

1 squadron P=38 fighter-
: bombers & Cover : (1130 = 1330)

"Note: 1s  After 1230 on D~Day all forces would be available for
extensive operations, should the necessity arise,

Note: 2, Iight bomber operations would be planned to cover as
- much of the perlod of darkness as 1s practicable,

D-Day
All available forces would be employed in support of the
assaulty, The Air Comiand Post of the HaAAF would remain at
Constantine, However, the detailed air plan for direct
support of landing and subsequent operations would be worked
out at combined Headquarters Sousse in conjunction with the
Army and Naval Commanderss, It was to be on the following
lines, The attack would be maintained from dawn, the
maximum possible intensity occurring during the approach and
landing of the assault force, Thereafter the Tactical
Air Force would provide maximum effort on close support of the
land forces and Strategical aAir Force would attack pre=-
. determined targets inland,

Air Cover
The Coastal Air Force would assume full responsibility for

providirng air cover for Allied vessels approaching and with-
drawing from the Island of Pantelleria,

It would be the respongibiliby of the Coastal Air T'orce
to notify Headquarterssy NeAoA ey Headquartersy leieTeheley
and Headquarterss Nold SeAJ oy of the presence of enemy or
friendly veszels pertinent to the plan of operatious,
H.ASTeAFe would be responsible for the interception and
the destruction of any enemy air and sea transport endeavour-
ing to reinforce the Island of Pantelleria, Recomnaissance
and shipping sweeps would be carried out by the NeAeColhoFo
Operations against enemy shipping by the Tactical Air Force
were to be co~ordinated wibta the HeleCelel'e

Estimation of the Bomber Effort Required

The scale of bomber effort neces:ary to reduce strong
defences was primerily deterivined by the degree of bombing
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accuracy which could be expected in the face of ground and air
opposition apainst targets as small and difficult to identify
as gun positions and pill-boxes, Such targets were vulnershle
to direct hits and close near nisses, Very strong coancrete
defences, in the case of even a direct hit by owr 1,000 lb,
GePe bomby might not cause significant damage, To overcome
these difficulties it would be necessary to achieve a sreater
boub density on the targets of the area than was normally
called for in atbacks on other tynes of targets, 'The
neutralisation of strongly prepared defence positions aanned
by determined troops was a risky conmitment for bomber forcess
Operation Corkscrew, tiie code name for Pantelleria was in
effect a test of the tactical possibilities of this form ofair
attack and an exercise in the wost economical disposal of the
available air strength,

The problew was examined by a I'inistry of Houe Security
expert, His conclusions, based upon a scientific analysis of
the task concluded that wihile the heavy bo:uber effort was not
sufficient to reduce more than five of the batteries which
would have to be put out of actiony the extra effort provided
by medium, light and fighter boibers should be adequate to
accomplish the rest of the task, Any extra strength available
should be directed against pill-boxes in the harbour area of
the town, against the defence positions on the slopes rising
towards the airfield, and against any other strong points which
subsequent Intelligence wight reveal, :

The basis of tanis analysis was a 50 ber cent level of

~ destruction which, he stated, was unquestionably very high,

If 50 per cent of the guns in a battery were destroyed directly

. it was almost certain that the remaining posts would be

rendered unserviceable as a result of the. concentration of
bursts around them, It was impossible in advance to make
allowance for the secondary destruction that would be caused
by flying debris and the numerous shocks to which gun and
predictor equipment would be subjected as a result of burstsy
which, while not close enough to destroy them directly, would
nevertheless affect them, Since the island.would be under
an almost continuous air attack until D~Day, there was little
chance of major damage to batteries being repaired, No
definite allowance could, however s be made for casualties or
for the effect on worale, bota of which might prove to be
important factors,

The main recommendations this study afforded were three
in mmber. Individual batteries should be taken as aiming
roints and the atteck continmued from day.to day until it was
reasonably certain that they had suffered 30 = 50 per cent
destruction; only batteries in the northern half of the
island were to be taken as targets and, of those, the highest
priority was to be given to those round the harbour.
Secondly, until D mimis 5, the forces available ought to be
concentrated on.only 4 = 6 batteries a day. Lastly, a strict
analysis of the results of each day'!s effort should be made,
This meant that full details about the sorties despatched,
about the bombs dropped and targets aimed at should be
available at Headquarters.

Results of the day's bombing should be estimated from
sortie claims, direct photographs and daily photographic
reconnaissances. . Every bomb burst was to. be plotted on a
grid map and attention was to be’ paid tos:w
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(a) The relation of bowbs identified in the photo=
© . graphic cover to total number dropped,

(b) ‘The position of the Burgbs in relation o the gun
. positions, T

{e) Any davage ce;.uséd..

. Aiﬂiing roints :fbr each day!s operations were to be determined
‘on.the -basis of the information thus provided, If the

operations were controlled in this way it would be poasible
to determine day by day whether the effects achieved were in
accordance with the limited chance laws used in the analysis

or whether the boubing would prove more accurate than had been
assumed,

Air Forces Available for Operation Corkscrew

The forces aveilable for the operation were the North
Africen Strategic Air Foree and the North African “actical
Air Force.(‘l) However, for operation Corkscrews Ae0eCes
NeAeTeAFe had only XII Air Support Command and YWactical
Bonber Force at his disposal, 1wo Uniced States Kittyhawk
Wings from the iestern Desert Air Force were retained and, in

. additiony XII A.S.Ce was reinforced by iwo new units, the 99th

(UeS,) Pighter Squadron(2) and the 27th (U.S,) Group, equipped
with A.36 Mustangs. Broadly spealing XII Air Suprort Command
Units vere located on the east side of the Cap Bon peninsula
and the T.B,F, units ai the base of the peninsula extending as
far south as Hergla,

All the units of N.A.Se¢Lefe except two Wellington Wings,
were comuitted to the operation, They were stationed in the
Constantine Souk-el-Arba, Djedeids aresse

The Oapture of Pantelleria and Lampedusa

Towards the end of the Tunisian campaign Pantelleria, like

N Sicily had been attacked more than once, Between 8 and 11
. Mays the attacks of light and wmedium airoraft denied the

Axis the use of the airfield to enemy fighters, Immediately
after the Axis surrender on 1k May, M«A.C, ordered a blockade
of the island with intermittent air attacks for 'nuisances
purposes', The real air offensive however, began on 18 liay
with raids by wmedium and fighter bombers under a plan which .
called for fifty sorties by both types till D minus 6 (5 June),
From 23 lay these attacks were regulor and were directed
principally against Porto Di Pantelleria and the larghana air-
field to prevent the enemy building up reserves of aircraft,

The second phase began on 6 June, The plan demanded a
continuous bombardment throughout the twenty-four hourse The
weight of attack rose continuously till the 10th when N.AAFa
operated all its airoraft, Only two attempts, on 6 and 7 June,
were made by Axis air forces to defend the island but with no

- effective result, Between 31 llay and 5 June the Allied air

attack was supplemented by naval borbardment, The island was

(1) On'completion of the Tunisian campaign, No.242 Group was
located at NeAsCeAFs and its two Spitfire Wings were in
the process of moving from Iforth Africe to Malta in
preparation for Operation Husky, as were the Desert Air
Force returning to their baee area around Tripoli,

(2) The coloured fighter squadron,
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twice offered a chance to surrenders on 8 June three.
aircraft of 33rd Fighter Group dropped leaflets calling for

- unconditional surrender and a secoml summons on D minus 1

(10 June) met with no reply.

After the failure of the second attempt the final
preparations were made for the ground assault, On the
night 10/11 June the 1st Infantry Division (Br,) embarked
at Sousse and Sfax in three convoys two fast and one slow,
The fast convoys, protected by fighters of N.A.C.A.F. and
by surface vessels were met by a British naval squadron off
Pantelleria,

Throughout the night of 10/11 June and up to 1000
hours on the 11th Allied eircraft bombed continuocuslys
Formations of medium bombers with fighter escort attacked
every fifteen minutes, During the lull in the Allied
air operationsy the landing craft started shorewards at
1030 hours, Up till then, the enemy air force had inde
only sporadic attacks upon the assault forces but they now
made their greatest efforte A large mixed formation of
Folie190 and lies109 attempted to sirike at the assault

" forces but were driven off by the escorting P-40's

(Kittyhawk)e

At 1100 hours ships of the 15th Cruiser Squadron
opened fire on the island., A few minutes later as the
landing craft were on the point of beaching, a formation of
B-17 (Fortresses) gave an exhibition of pattera bombing,
Between 1130 and 1200 hours, a destroyer and several air-
craft reported a white flag flying; a Pe4Re aircraft
was despatched to obtain confirmation, Meanwhile landing
operaiions proceeded, The Allied forces et no oppositiony
except on one beachy where eneny small arms fire was quickly
extinguished. 'In effect active resistance on Pantelleria
had ceased when the amphibious forces arrived,! At
1735 hours the formel surrénder was signed in the under—
ground hangare '

Before the formality was concluded the air effort was
switched to Lampedusa, Bad weather hampered operations on
the 12thy but on the worning of the 18th the island passed
under Allied control,

The Offensive against the Axis airfields

The number of enemy airfields in Sicily and Sardinia was
estimated to be nineteen in March 1943, By the end of June
the enemy had at least thirty, and was constructing more,

It was estimated that the enemy airfield system could
accorinodate about six hundred fighters distributed equally
between Sardinia, eastern Sicily and western. Sicily,

In iay the majority of the Allied attacks on airfields
had been directed against those in Sardinia, Appreciating
the significance of the va.t amount of shipping assembled
in North African harbours, Fliegerkorps. II ordered an attack
on Oran harbour to take place on 19 May., Bombers were to
use tne advance landing grounds of Villacidro and
Decimomannu on Sardinias returning to their bases on 21 iay,
Attacks were carried out on both Villacidro and Decimomannu,
on the three days the boubers were there, causing serious
daiige to both landing grounds, On 21 HMay Decimomannu was
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. reported to be unserviceable 6wing to numerous bomb craters

and delayed action bombs, Direct hits had been made on
administrative buildings, fuel dumps had been set on fire and
the airfield perimeter lighting had been put out of action,

At Villacidro the airfield lighting was put out of order and
the flare path destroyed, making the lending ground unservice=
able for night use, A further raid wes made on Villacidro
landing ground on 27 Mey, putting the airfield perimeter
lighting out of actiony destroying two Italian Ju.,87's and
setting fire to large quantities of* fuel,

These concentrated attacks on airfields and obher targets
in northern Sardinia convinced the Germans that the Italian
fighters available in the area were quite unequal to the task
of protection of the northern sectors Consequently, arrange-
ments were made to transfer a German fighter Gruppe of 48
ilee109's to Venafiorita in order to protect the supply port of
Olbiay which was vital for supplying all Sardinia,

On 12 June bombers of the Strategical Air Force bezan an
intensive boibardment of the airfields in the west of Sicily,
both to protect Allied movement in taking over Pantelleria
and Lampedusa, and to inaugurate the campaign to drive the
enemy from the advanced air bases in Sicily, Castelvetrano,
Sciacca, HMilo and Boccadifalco, several wiles west of Palermos
were hit repeatedly in a succession of raids which continued
until 30 June, and on 28 June the Sardinian airfields were also
heavily attacked, In many cases large numbers of enemy
fighters were caught on the ground; Boccadifalco received two

" hundred and twenty tons of boibs in one week and largely ceased

to operate as a fighter base, Enemy opposition to the attacks

ve.s surprisingly light,

By far the wost serious damage was sustained at

‘Castelvetrano, There were four attacks against the airfield

including one at night, The first of these was on 12 June

by 39 Fortresses; resulting in very considerable damage which
iricluded the wrecking of thé night flying installations, the
setting on fire of an ammuition dump, and the killing and
wounding of numerous station persommel, This raid was followed
by a night attack by 10 Wellingtons, when the runway was comw
pletely wrecked, many fires were started in the dispersal
areasy and an explosion occurred vhich could be seen fron about
Pifty miles away, The following day 55 Fortresses attacked
in two waves, HMany hits were wade on the airfield perimeter
and dispersal areas and fires were seen in the persomel living
quarters, On the 20th a further attack, this time by 40

j lareudersy; effected considerable damage to the barrack buildings.

Another airfield which suffered much damage wasv Hilo,e
There were nine raids on this airfield and, although each

-attack contributed to the devastation, it is significant that

the airfield remained in a servicesble condition until the last
of these attacks on 30 June,; when a raid by 33 Marauders
rendered all aircraft on the airfield wiserviceable,

Attacks were also made on 12 June by 4O Fortresses on
Boccodifalcoy and the next day 24 Liberators raided Gerbini,
destroying several aircraft on the ground,

There were only six raids by the Allied Air Forces on
Sardinian airfields during the moath of Juney of these the two
most : successful were those against Venafiorite and Alghero/
Fertilia, in the case of the former besides damage to the
airfield a number of station personnel were’l;illéd and wounded,
whilst in the latter attack, barracks and administrative
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buildings were daiaged and several aircraft were destiroyed
and deuagedy among these being three aircraft in blast bayss

The only heavy attack on an Italian airfield in June was
made on the 4th when 52 Liberators (B,24) raided Grottaglie,
The airfield was well covered with bombs, including the
hanrars and the administrative buildings, Air fighting took
place during which the bombers claimed four enemy aircraft
destroyed and two probably destroyed, In addition,

" 11 German aircraft were destroyed on the ground,

The Allied airci'aft losses for the nmonth of June as a
result of these attacks were, in air fighting, nine destroyed
and five damaged; through flak! action, two destroyed and

57 damaged,

Air Operations against Communicatlions and Bases

The campaign of the Strategic Air Force against the
Axis communications concentrated on the Haples areay the
Sardinian harbours of Cagliari, Olbia and Golfo Aranciy and
on the vital commmication facilities at ilessina, During
the month of liayy llessina was attacked at night by Wellingtons
on four separate occasionse !Many vessels were sunk or
seriously damaged! in these raids, Four attacks on Olbia,
and six attacks on Cagliari produced similar results, A
raid on Leghorn on the 28th by 92 B,17's caused iumense
damage in the port and in the city, .One naval auxiliary,
one destroyer, two torpedo boats were sunk and a steamer
loaded with munitions set ablaze, In addition two destroyers
were seriously daiaged, while all bulldings near the harbour
also suffered serious damage,

. In the first week of Junes until air bouwbardment of
Pantelleria claimed the enérgies of the Strategic Air Forces,
their main target was Naples, which in the course of six reaids,
wainly by Wellingtons at night, suffered severe damage, In
the port two steamers were sunk, another was set on fire and
a further two severely damaged, The barracks of the
submarine flotilla and the general supply depots were come-
pletely destroyed, At Pomigliano several Alfa - Romeo work—
shops and eight ife,323 aircraft were destroyed, while eight
others were severely damaged, After 12 June the Strategic
Air Porce turned its attention to airfields and harbours and
lines of communications in Sicily, Sardinia and Italy,
Notable among these attacks is that on 18th on the harbour
at Olbia when 105 Be26's, the largest force of the type to
operate in any area at tuat date, scored hits on three
lis,Vese One steauer was sunk while two steamers, the wharf,
the landing stagey HeQs were hit, This day saw the enenmy'!s
nost intensive effort to intercept the Allied boubers, The
parshalling yards at Naples, Cancello, Salerno, and
Battipaglia were successfully bombed on 21 June, The enemy
re&}ction wesebion to the growing strength of Allied
raids varied considerably, TWhereas on 25th 136 B417's
despatched to attack Messine were sttacked by close on a

hundred enemy fighters, on 29th 109 B,17's attacking Leghorn
met no opposition, -
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The Air Offensive Intensified

‘The operations of the Pactical Air Force during the month
of July, can be divided into the fpllowing phases, all of which
formed part of operation 'Husky! and involved heavy scale air
offort in support of bombing operations aimed at the capture
of Sicilys~ Lo : :

(a) The initdal phasei 1 July - 8 July, Counter enemy
"+ ailr actions the bambing of landing grounds in Sicily
in conjunction with the Sirategio Air Forces

(b) The assault phase: 9 July - 14 Julye, Maximum
effort by fighters and fighter-bonbers to assist
the bombing opera:biqns."

(¢) Intermediate phase: 15 July =~ 31.July. Continued
effort by fighters and fighter=bombers directed
against enemy commmnication targets. Boibers
eiployed by day, at Army request, on similar targets

- and by night sainly against road wovement or selected
static objectives, .

, Throughout all these phases the operation of the Tactical
and Strategical Air Porces were closely co-ordinated, Fron
D=Day two Lightning Groups were allocated to the lactical )
Air Porce from the Strategic Air Force, Duwring the nontih the
opposition of the Axils Air Forcé steadily decreased; and as a
result the Allies were able to diréct a greater proportion Of.
the air effort against ground targets,

The Air Officer Oommending the Tactical Alr Force
accompanied the Fifteenth Army Group Headquarters to Malta on
D minus four day and directed the employment of the air forces
located in-Malta through the Air Officer Commanding lMalta and

. returned to the mainland on D plus six day. .The operations

from the mainland were controlled by the Tactical Air Force
Headquarters at Le Marss which were in continuous contact with
the Air Officer Comwanding-in-Chief at the Mediterranean Air
Command Post, -

,The Ihi,tial Phase

By July the 33rd Fighter Group (Kittyhawk) had been moved
to Pantelleria and the 31st Fighter Group (Spitfire) to Gozo
Islands By 3 July ell Spitfire units had been transferred
%0y and placed, (until they moved to Sicily) under the
operational control of the Air Of ficer Commanding lialta, for
their part in operation ‘Husky's The fighter-bombers of
XII Air Support Coumend, the bombers of the Pactical Bomber
‘Force, and the 324th Fighter Groups remained stationed on
landing grounds in-the Cap Bon areas _ .

From.these airfields operations by the Tactical Bomber
Force began on 1 July on a small scale, covered by Kittyhawks
besed in North Africa; meking daily raids on landing grounds
in western Sicily, while liustengs of XII Air Support Conaand
bombed Germnan troop concentrations reported in the Marsala
area, These raids were opposed by enemy fighters which
cantinued to operate throughout tais phase from three landing
grounds in western Sicily, Sweeps were made from lalta over
the south-eastern end of the island with the object of wearing
down the enemy fighters and affording cover for the nedium and
heavy bombers of the Strategic Air Force based in North.Africa.
during the preliminary bombing of Axis landing srounds in the
Comiso and Gerbini areas,
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On 3 July operations were intensified and despite
intensze 'flak! over enemy airfields repeated attacks were
made by aircraft of the Wactical Bomber Force escorted by
Kittyhawks of the 33rd and 324th Fighter Groups (q.s.).
Eleven Bostons of the 47th Bouber Group dropped nineteen )
300 1b, bombs and one hundred and fifty 20 1lb, fragmentvation
bombs on Sciacca which started a large fire followed by a
series of explosions,

At Miloy 12 Bostonsy and 12 Baltimores of Noe3
(SefehoFe) Bomber Wing scared hits on aircraft sheliers and
damaged the landing area of the airfield, Thirty-six
Mitchells of the 340th Bomb, Group dropped 300 1lb, and
250 1b, bombs on Comiso, Twelve Kittyhawks of the 33rd
Fighter Group escorting the raid on Sciacca engaged 12 to 15
Me.109's which singly and determinedly attacked the bombers,
ignoring their own 'flak', and, followed them for twenty
niles out to sea on their return journey., The escorts to
the raid on Milo were intercepted before reaching the target
by 12 lie,109's and F.W,190%s. 324th Fighter Group's
Kittyhawks engaged successfully, but in the second attack
two Baltimores were shot down as the bombers were reforming,
At the end of the day claims were made of four lie,109!'s
destroyed and five damaged, Allied losses were four
Baltimores, one Bostony, and one Kittyhawk,

That night the Tactical Bomber Force, helped by a
waxing moon, began an increased scale of effort against
airfields,s Comiso was attacked by 15 Bostons of {0,326 Wing
and 22 Mitchells of the 12th (U,S,) Bomb, Group, One
‘hundred and forty-eight 250 1b,, one hundred and twenty
40 1b,y and fifty-six 300 lb, bombs were dropped as well as
seven hundred 24 1b, incendiaries.,’ One Boston and two
Mitchells were lost,

The next day, 23 Bostons of 47th (UsS») Bomb. Group
successfully borbed Sciacca despite meeting with 20 enemy
aircraft aver the target area, Forty~six ilitchells of the
12th and 47%h (U.S,) Bombe Group raided Comiso, and at lilo
12 Baltinores of No,232 Wing started a large fire on the
airfield on which 4O single-engined and twin~engined air-
craft were seen. Twenty-four Mustangs of the 27th (U,.S,)
Bomb, Group also shot up the airfields at Milo and Sciacce.
encountering heavy 'flak'!, Twelve Mustangs from the same
group strafed the airfield at Castelvetrano, The escort 4o
the bombing raids on Sciacca and }ilo, some 60 Kittyhawks of
the 324th (U,S,) Fighier Group were attacked by more than 30
Meo109's and ten M,Ce202's, Seven enemy aircraft were

-claimed destroyed or damaged for the loss of four Kittyhawks,

The Strategic Air Force boibed the Catania - Gerbini
area from 1100 hours until 1700 hours, escorted by relays of
Spitfires from Malta, Strong enemy fighter opposition was
encountered and by the end of the day nine eneny aircraft
were claimed for the loss of three Spitfires.

At night 2l Bostons, 6 Baltimores and 23 iiitchells
released 39 tons of boubs on Sciacca landing=-ground,
Pathfinders illuminated the target prior to the attack and
incendieries kept the illumination going but the bombing was
rather scattered owing to bad visibility, Some enemy night
fighters were seen but no contact was established,

On 5 July Fortresses of the Strategic Air Force attacking
the main airfield at Gerbini encountered over 100 enemy air-
craft and claimed to have destroyed 45 of these against the
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loss of three Fortress aircraft, Thirty-six Mitchells of the
340th (U.S.) Bomb, Group bombed Comiso with two hundred and
eighty-seven 250 1b,; and one hundred and twenty=six 300 1lb,
boubs meeting slight opposition from six enemy airdraft, In
the afterncon 2l Mitchells of the 12th (U,Ss) Bomb, Group
dropped one hundred end ninetywfour 250 1B; and nineby-six
300 1bs bombs on Biscari lahding grounds Malta controlled
fighters escorted both these raids, Thirty~-six Mustangs of
the 27th (UeS.) Bombe Group were unable to locate Sciacca
landing ground owing to hazes Twelve of thece bombed the
harbour instead while the remainder attacked railway bridges
but claimed no hitse On the night of the 5/6 July 21
Mitchells and 7 Bostons bombed Biscari, Fires were seen in
the target. area and an ammunition dump vas exploded, Twelve
Bostons and five Baltimores raided Milo, Pathfinders again

‘illuminated the targets and several enemy night fighters were

geen, ’

. The next day, 6 July,; 86 tons of bombs were dropped by
Bostonsy Baltimores and i#itchells on Sciscca, Milos Comiso
and Biscarl. Seventy Kittyhawks provided an escort to the
Milo/Sciacca raids where no opposition was metj four Me,109's
intercepted the raid on Comiso but without resulte The
Strategic Air Force again attacked Gerbini lending grounds and
made another raid on Biscari, Very heavy 'flak'was reported
over all these targets except at Gerbini, Five separate
sorties were made by g total of 59 Iiustangs on enemy radar
stationse The bombing was reported as successful and several

"direct hits were olaimed, = The weather was bad on the night

of the 6/7 July so that the Tactical Bomber Force made
only one raid in which seven tons of hombs were dropped on

‘Sciaccae

During the next day (7th) the Force raided 1Milo, Biscari,
Comiso and Chinisia/Borizzo airfields with excellent resultse
Iwenty-four Kittyhawks of the 324th Fighter Group escorting
the Bostons to Chinisia Boriszzo successfully intercepted 12
Meo109!s, . Earlier in the day 24 aircraft of the same group
together with 23 Kittyhawlks of the 325th (U.S.) Group
(NeAoSoheFe) escorted the Baltimores to Milo, These
encountered 11 Me,109's and 14,C,202%s and foiled an attack
on the bombers, Four enemy aircraft were claimed for the
loss of one Allied fighter, ’

The attack on the radar station at llarsala was continued
by seven Mustangs, Photographs(1) showed that the area had
been heavily cratered, the Freya middle station damaged, and
the Giant Wurzburg probably damaged by near misses, Porto
Empedocle was also attacked by Mustangs of the 27th (U,S.)
Bombe Group and claims were .made for two direct hits on gun
positions, In the night Wellingtons of the Strategic
Air Force bombed Comiso and Catania causing fires and
explosions, while the Tactical Bomber Force dropped 26 tons
of bombs on Comiso and Sciacca airfields, '

On the 8th 111 tons of bombs were dropped on Sciaccay
Coiiiso and Biscari by 12 Baltimores of No.232 Wing, 11
Bostons of Noe85 Squadron, 46 liitchells of the 340th (U.S.)
Bomb, Group and 24 litchells of the 12th (U.S,) Bombs Group,
Thirty-six Kittyhawks of Noe 342 Group escorted the Baltimores
to Sciacca and in the afternoon 35 Kittyhawks from the same

(1) Taken by the 111th (U.Ss) Squadron,
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Group escorting Bostons were attacked over Sciacca by more
than 35 Hee109's and F.W,190'ss Seven enemy aircraft
were reported destroyed or damaged for the loss of turee
Kittyhawks plus one damaged,

Fortresses of the Strategic Air Force made a series
of attacks on Gerbini and its satellite landing grounds
escorted by Lightnings, One sortie was attacked by'20
Meo109tsy but the others were not opposed, Fifty-nine
Strategic Ilarauders also attacking Gerbini were attacked by
two e, 109ts and claimed to have destroyed one of them,
Twenby-four Lightnings strafed radar. stations at Pachino

- peninsula and one to the south of Catania, Hustangs had a

very successful day in strafing and bombing attacks on
railway junctions, road interseotions, power plants and
radar targetss By the end of the day 15 enemy aircraft
were claimed as destroyed, the Allied total losses being two
Kittyhawksy one VWellingion and two Fortresses,

Intelligence reported that three more satellite landing
grounds were in use at Gerbini and a new landing ground
near Canicatti had been discovered, At night 67 Wellingions
of the Strategic Air Force raided Catania, Comiso and Gerbini
airfields and the Tactical Bouber Force dropped 34 tons of
bombs on Milo and Sciacca,.

The next day, the 9 July (D minus one day) activity
was confined to the morning when 73 tons of boumbs were
released on Sciaccay Milo and Biscari by 32 Bostons of the
47th (U.S,) Bomb, Group, Eight enemy aircraft were
encounteredy one of which was destroyed and three damaged,
One Boston was lost and seven damaged, !Flak! over Sciacca
and ifilo was reported as intense and accurate, A suspected
enemy headquarters at Taorming was attacked by ifustangs of
the 27th and 86th (U.S.) Fighter Groups. One hundred and
eighty-six 600 1b, bombs were dropped vith good results and
direct hits were made on the hotel which accormodated the
enemy staffs, Fifty-four Meurauders raided Palazzolo,
Piazza and Arcbuni without loss, Twenty-three Lightnings
bombed the Pozzallo area and the radar station at Cape
Passero, In all 23 enemy aircraft were claimed as destroyed
or damaged for the loss of ten Allied aircraft,

As a result of this phase of the operations the enemy
air force was mainly confined to the use of Milo and Sciacca
airfields in the west and the Gerbini airfields in the east,
Castelvetranoy Palermoy, Chinisia/Borizzo and Biscari were
practically abandoned, The enemy Tighters were virtually
defeated and enemy air opposition largely neutralized by
losses and by the damage to the Sicilian airfields, The
enemy®s commmnication facilities for the supply and
reinforcement of Sicily had been seriously impaired,

As the Allies moved into the Sicilian airfields after
the invasion they were able to count tie number of enemy
aircraft left behind on the landing grounds for various
reasons, The total number aounted to nearly one thousand
and comprised for the most part German single-engined and
twin-engined fighters with Me,109's much in the ma jority,
augmented by a good many Italian aircraft especially
MC.200 *s and 2021sg,
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The following instances are cited:w

Airfield  Number of Alroreft Remarks
Sciacea | 122 . Half German and half
. - Italiane
- Castelvetrano o 121 Rather more German than
Italian.
Comi so 1084 Very few Italiane
"Biseart A 35 Majority Foe190 se
~Huo' ' : 130 , Only a few Itallane
" “Cninfata/Boriazo 90 : A mumber of Mee110'se

"It is of course ‘possible that some of these aircraft

. hadv been destroyed or rendered unserviceable by the enemy to

prevent them falling into Allied hands, But the results were
the same and can be fairly described as losses 'due to enemy
action,!?

Strategic Night Bombing 1 July = D Daye

On 1 July the objectives of No,205 Group“) were the
marshalling yards and uilitary installations at Palermo and
Cagliari, :On the 2nd Trapeni and Olbia, on the.3rd Trapani
and Cagla.ari were ordered but bad weather condjtions were
forecast for Cagliari so that the whole effort was diverted
t0 Trapani while three airoraft from No.331 Wing distributed
a million leaflets over Rome..

, On the . l;-th n:u.ght attacks were made on shi pping in Catania
harbour and onthe landing ground at Villacidro, Over
Catania there was 7/0 oloud at 11000 feet and some more low cloud
and thick haze below taat and-the bombing was not very

‘acourate, Over Villacidro the weather was so bad that only

one aircraft claimed to have identifled the target.

The weather was still bad on the night of the 5/6 July so
that the Group effort was reduced $o ten aircraft from No.236
Wing and twenty from Nos,330 and 331 Wings cosbined, These
aircraft attacked the Gerbini landing grounds but the amount
of damage effected was problematical,

On the 6/7th attacks were made on Palerrio, Villacidro,
Milis and Pablionis but bad weather still hampered the
operations,

| Lo e
On the night of the 7/8th 90 aireraft were, employed, 25
from Noe231 Wing, 12 from No,236 Wing, 25 from

»—@h-&t—y—sm
N0e330 Wing and 2.9 seme-numbes from No,331 Wing.  Nos, 231

and 236 Wings attacked the Gerbini landing grounds and
buildings were seen to be on fire-but results generally were
unobserved.

(1) No.aos Medium Bomber Group (iWellington) under the command of Alr Commodore
Jo He Te Bimpson was, at the end of June 1943, composed of the following
unitses=

Noe231 Wing  Noss SZ 140, and 70 Squadronse
Noe236 Wing  No. 104 Squadron, '
No0e330 Wing{ 1) Nos. 142 and 150 Squadmns.

Noe331 Wing(1) (RoCeAeFs) Nose 420, 424, and 425 Squadrons, and Noe2
Hobile Photographic unit ( detached from the 3rd Photo=
graphic Groun), This Group operated under the. control of
the Strategic Air Force its role being night bombing,
night photography, and the dropping of leafletse 1Its
aliriields were located in the Kairouan areas
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Catania airfield was attacked by 27 aircraf of jo,331
Wing, Most of the crews identifiéd the target visually with
flares and were satisfied that the bombing was successful.

Twénty-four Wellingtons of Nose330 and 231 Wir}gs
attacked Comiso airfield, but only seven crews claimed that
the bombing had been at all accurate, :

The next night 8/9th the same targets were again
ordered to be attacked by a total of ninety aircraft, Three
waves of 10 aircraft each were to attack the airfields at
Gerbini, Catania and Comiso exactly at the times allocated
namely at 2320, 0145, and 0230 hours, Haze again made
identification of targets difficult but 21 aircraft succeeded
in finding and bombing Gerbini, 25 attacked Catania and 26
bombed Comiso, Only the Comiso attack was regarded as a
Ifoirly certain success!y most of the other aircraft on the
other two targets bombed on 'estimated positionsts Two
Wellingtons were reported as missing as a result of all these
night operations,

On the night of the 9/10th July (D minus one day), over
100 Wellingions of 1104205 Group operated, Fifty-five
attacked the Syracuse Isthmus in clear weather and good
visibility, All bombs were reported to have been dropped
in the target area though 'no other results were noticeable,!
Five iiellingtons attacked the seaplane base there iiost success~
fully, direct hits being obtained including one on a hangar,
Nineteen aircraft bombed Catania and bursts were seen
across the town and docks but 'results were not seen.! In
addition, 15 Wellingtons attacked suspected enemy concen—
trations at Palazzolo, Caltanissetta, Canicatti and
Caltagirone, Very little opposition was encountered and
good fires were started,

Protection of 'Husky! Coavoys,

Spitfire squadrons based on Malta provided fighter
cover and also escort for approximately 2,000 ships which
converged on Malta from the west, south, and south-east
during their approach to Sicily, The general »lan was to
employ two-thirds of the available fighier effort on the
close escort of the convoys when they came within 50 miles
west of the south of Malta, The remainder of the fighter
force va.s employed over enemy airfields in the south of
Sicily, giving close escort and top cover to bomber forma=—
tions operating from north-west Africa, These comaitments
required each squadron to fly two squadron sorties during
the days which left the pilots and ground crews fresh for
the assaylt on the following dayss lNone of the
convoys were attacked from the air during the hours of
daylighty nor were they reconnoitred,

To protect the convoys after dark, fighter intruders
operated throughout the night over occupied eneny airfields
in Sicily and southern Italy, A.I, equipped Beaufighters
and half a squadron of A.I, Mosquitoe were employed through-
out the night on a service between the eneny airfields and
the advancing convoys, These aircraft operated under the
GeCoI. Stations operating on Maltay and also under the

G4Cal. Station carried in the Tank Landing ships,
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Operations of the Tactical Air Force at the beginning of the

Assault ‘phase.

On 9 July (D minus one day) Tactical Air Force fighterw
bombers concentrated on objectives calculated to dislocate the
enemy!s commmnications and to prevent the movement of enemy
reserves to the assault area, During the day road and rail
transport, the enemy neadquarters at Taormina, anti-aircraft
positions and port facilities on the south coast were the main
objectives, Attacks on airfields and enemy occupied towns
behind the launching beaches were made by the Tactical Bomber
Force and the Strategical Air Force, Much air fighting took
place and claims were made that ten Meo109%s and one FeWe190
had been destroyed, An additional 12 Me,109's were reported
as damaged, The Allies lost four Bostonsy four Kittyhawks
and two Mustangse '

During the night the Tactical Bomber Force concentrated
operations in raids on liilo airfield, where a petrol dump fire
vas gtarted which could be seen from seventy miles away; other
good fires were started as a result of another raid on Sciacca,
Diversions in connection with the dropping of paratroops and
bombing of the communication centres at Canicatti, Caltagirons,
Palazzolo and Niscemi were undertaken with excellent results;
targets being located in a clear moonlight night and many fires
being started, An incendiary attack on Ponte Olivo to make a
beacon for the paratroops was highly successful, Dumiay para=
chutists were dropped by the Tactical Bormber Force in the
Ponte Olivo area and near Catania.

The Pre~dawn Airborne Assault

The seaborme invasion, timed to begin at first light on
10 July, was preceded by an airborne assault by the Troop
Carrier Command, (Cperation Ladbroke and Husky I).

The object of the Ladbroke sortie was to release glider-
borne troops of the British First Division (Airborne) to
attack and hold strategic positions south of Syracuse, One
hundred and thirty-seven towcraft hauling the same number of
gliders 'were eiployed, taking off from airfields in the neign-
bourhoed of Kairouan, Fighter cover was provided by
Beaufighters, Hurricenes, and Airacobras of the First Air

. Defence Wing (HMalta)s Io aircraft was lost but a wind

stronger than had been expected made operations hazardous and
50 gliders failed to re.ch the shore, As a diversion %o
Ladbroke, and seventy minutes before release time, Catania was
subjected to a naval bombardment and en air attack by 11
Wellingboriss Forty minutes later dummy parachutiste were
dropped by the wactical Bomber force as has already been
described,

The object of Husky I was to drop parachute troops of the
American 82nd Airborne Division to neutralize pill-boxes and
gun positions and hold strategic points in the Gela area. Two
huhdred and twenty-six Dakotas escorted by fighters of the
Pirst Air Defence Wing were employed and only eight aircraft
failed to return, Diversionary boifbing and the dropping of
dummies was also employed for this sortie and lalta provided
visual and redio aids for both operationse

Both these airborne:operations were a conparative
failure, but the few airborne troops and parachutists who
landed in the right places at the right time contributed to
the success of the landings.(1)

(1) Bee AJH(B, Monograph, 'Airborne Forces! =~ A.P.3231.
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Purther Air Operations on the night 9 = 10 July

From Ilalta during the night, liosquitos intruded against
enemy bomber airfields in Sicily and Italy to screen the
approaching invasion forces, Hurricanes operated against
searchlights in south-eastern Sicily to cover the parachute
landings and Beaufighters and Hosguitos flew covering patrols
off the Sicilian coast, Although two Hurricanes failed to
return, no enemy reaction was reported,

At the same tine 12 Fortresses, equipped with anti-
radar devices preceded the two main parachute attacks over
the coast of Sicily and then kept up a continuous patrol at
a distance of about eight miles from the coast at a height
of about 1,000 feet,; between Licata and Syracuse, In
addition six WWellingtons also equipped with anti-radar
devices patrolled 30 miles from the coast between the same
places and at o height of 8-10,000 feet, By these means
it was hoped that the enemy radar would.be rendered
ineffective,

Enemy Air Reaction on the night 9«10 July

Extracts from 'Y! Service log on the night of the
9/10 July show that German aircraft were active, A%
22,10 hours a night fighter reported having sighted five
bombers 'apparently full of people,! At 00,15 hours a
reconnaissance aircraft reported the presence of an Allied
convoy ven miles south-west of Licata steering an easterly
coursee At 00420 hours another reported one Allied convoy
50 niles south of Sciacca which had been seen at about mid-
nighte At 03,20 hours 20 ships and 250 smaller craft were
reported between Malta and Sicily at 02,20 hourse At 0440
hours a German recomaissance aircraft sighted several large
ships off the coast and dropped flares, Finally at 05,35

hours a German bomber broadcast a warning of t.e presence of
Spitfires,
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CHAPTER 3
THE ASSAULT AND ADVANCE TQ GCATANIA

To teke Sicily the Allies had to deal with an enemy
air force and army of considerable potential strength and
with an Italian Navy whose impotence though suspected could
not be relied upon. The enemy had 267,000 Italian and
60,000 German front line troops msking in all five good
quality coasgtal divisions and six field divisionse. Enemy
armoured strength consisted of 180 German tanks and ’
another 150 poor quality Italisn armoured fighting
vehicless These forces were disposed so that the poorer
quality troops held the coastline while the better field
divisions were left in reserve inland to deal with any
threatened attack,

In the air the Axis had over 300 German fighters,
approximately 130 Germen fighter bombers and ground attack
aircraft plus nearly 200 Italian fighters based in Sicily
and the Toe of Italy, while within easy reach on Sardinia
were a further 70 German and 130 Italian fighters, The
Axis long renge bomber force in southern and central Italy
consisted of approximately 300 Germen and 150 Italian bombers,
In the event of an invasion the Axis could call on rein-
forcements from some 400 Italian fighters based in central
and northern Italy and over 100 German fighters which were
deployed in the Balkans, The long range bomber force could
be augmented by a further 100 German bombers in north~west
Italy and southern France and approximately the same number
of Ttalian bombers which were based in northern Italy,(l
These were strong forces but it remained to be seen whether
the enemy would be able to keep scrviceable sufficient
airficlds for their employment against the Allies.

Axis preparations

On 7 July, General Galland, the Luftwaffc A.0.Ce
Fighters, was reported to have joi.n?d Feldmarschall
Kesselring and General Richthofen\2) at the German Air
Force Headquarters in southern Sicily and Axis reports on
8 July stated that the Allied preparations were complete
and that a landing was probable within forty-eight hours.
The enemy, however, could not be certain of the Allied
objectives He knew when but not wheres Even af'ter the
first blow had fallen the Axis did not know where to cxpect
the second and as late as 10 July the 'Transocecan' reported
that the main weight of the Allied attack was against
western Sicily.

This uncertainty was reflected in the widespread
areas covered prior to the invasion by Ju. 88 reconnaissance
aircraft which patrolled the whole of the Mediterranean
between the north Algerian coast and the southern approaches
to Greece and Crete, Curiously enough, Malta appears to
have been ncglected and the only attempt at reconnaissance
before D-Day was on 2 July when seven enemy fighters made
a fast high flying sweep over the island, Prisoners -

(1) See Appendices for GeA.F. Order of Battle and TeAsFe
Strength. '
(2) Commender .of Luftflotte 2 in the Central liediterranean,
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taken later = reported that at 1600 hours on the 7th a Ju. 88
based at Frosinone took off from Crotong, its advanced lande
ing ground, to search for invasion units north and cast of
Melta, but owing to engine trouble crashed into the sea,

In spite of fair weather conditions, it appcars that the
first sighting of the Allied assembled invading forces was
Just before inidnight on D minus one day when an Allied convoy
was reported 15 niiles south of Licata and steering an
easterly course. Italien prisoncrs stated that their
divisional headquarters had broadcast a state of alarm
following the report of a convoy having been seen heading

for Syracuse,

The enemy's lack of preparation and his failure to
reconnoitre the Allied forces was demonstrated by the
statement of an Italian infantrymen captured near Pachino
who said that although a state of alarm had been declared,
similar alarms had been given so times previously that
no cxceptional measurcs werc taken.? ‘

By D-Day, the enemy had only about 200 fighters in
Sicilys TFive deys earlier, enemy fighter strength had
been about 340 but by D-Day many of these had becn driven
north by the North African bombers and their fighter escorts
from Malta, The 200 fighters present were evenly divided
between the south-castern and north-western airfields.
Frantic attempts had been made in the preceding weeks to
build en airfield at Licata and to construct more landing
strips at Gerbini and new ones at Termini and Carcitella
but the airfield shortage had remained acute and during
the Allied bombing raids Germen fighters on patrol had often
found that they had no serviceable airfield to which they
could return and land, This led to a considerable curtail-
ment of the enemy fighter effort,

The Approach to Assault Beaches

The armeda bearing the invaslon forces converged on
Malta during the morning of 9 July, D minus one day., Some
‘2,000 ships ranging from battleships and large troop trenspoxts
- to LeCoTos and motor launches, moved steadily towards the
island from the west, the south, and the south-ecast., As
AoHeBW/1135/ each convoy came within 50 miles of Malta, so fighter cover
101/5 was provided continuously throughout the hours of daylight.
The skies for a large radius round the island swarmed with
Spitfires but no enemy attack materialised, Some two-
thirds of the available day fighter force was employed
continuously on the work of shipping protectione The
remainder were used in close support and top cover to
bombers operating from Libya and Tunisia against enemy
airfields,

'J.‘he. Assault

The seeborne invasion was timed to reach the beaches
at dawvne The area of Sicily chosen for the attack was
the south-east corner of the islands Eight beaches had
been chosen, and each had been given a code nemse They
were as followss=

(1) on 8 July a general alarm had been sent out and
cancelled and the same procedurec had been observed
again on the 9th,
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(i) Leid North: from Cape Murro- di Porco to Avola,
(i1) Aéidéogﬂ;g , ff&n; a éoiﬁt soﬁth of isvola to a
point half way between Calabernado and Merzamemis

(iii) Bark East: a short stretch of coast northwards
' from Marzamemiy ~ :

(iv) «Bark widdles f'rom.'Ca.pe' Passero to Cape Correnti.

(V) Bsrk West: from Pozzallo eastward to a point on
- thq‘ ‘coast south .ofb Pachinoe. -

(vi) Cent: 'frém M’arpina eastward up the coast for
some twenty miles, - - :

- {vii) Dime; ' a .short stretch of cosst on either side
T Tof Gela: - T

(vn::.) Joss:-e:‘-'a'.lonéw str'etch':;‘on eitheﬁ 8ide. of Lica{:a..

: Beaches numbers (i) = (v) were to be assaulted by troops
from the British Eighth irmy under General Montgomery, air

.defence being.supplied by ten R./iFo Spitfire squadrons

based on lMaltas Beaches numbers (vi) - (viii) were to be
attacked by the-imerican Seventh ‘under General Patton,
air defence being given at beach (vi) by five ReheF. Spitfire
squadrons based on Malta, At beach (vii) the 31st Fighter
Group (U.Ss) equipped with Spitfires and based on the Islend
of Gozo were to protect the lendings, and at beach (viii)
the imerican 33rd Fighter Group (Warhawks) based on the
Island of Pantelleria were to perform the same service.

The landings at jcid North and South were to be made
with the' objeot of capturing the port of Syracuses The
Bark landings objectives-were the taking of the landing
ground -at Pachino and support of the fcid assaults, The
Cent lanllings were: to.be made ‘to capture the Comiso airfield
and the Dime landings to take the landing grounds at Ponte
Olivo, Biscari and Gelae : At Licata the .task was to capture
the port and the nearby landing ground. -

The ‘Eri;t:ish" Land:ihgs at. Lcid and Bark Beaches: '

The seaborne invasion forces arrived off the Sicilian

. coast shortly before 0630 hours on-10 July 4943,. and at

once under cover of heavy fire from the Eastern Naval Task

. Force began to get troops ashore.  Opposition to the Eighth

4rmy.was confined to.elements' of an Italian Division which
were overcome with ease; their morale was low and no real
effort was made to. oppose the landings. - In the 5th Division
séctor 'a field:-of Teller mines:had been laid, but the

Italians had not:armed them, .while other mined areas still

exhibited warning signss. Prisaners voluntarily helped to
land .stores and ammmition, . . . .. .. - - :

.. There hed.been little air activity. ~ it about 1015
hours ten Ju. 88%s and some F.ie190's attacked ineffectively
shipping in the Acid sector., ' In the af'ternoon a few more

- attacks were made but in ‘the evening beaches and ships in

nearly all sectors were boibed tho gh very little.damage was
done. it about 2205 hours the hospital ship Talamba lying
more than five miles out off the Cassibile beaches and fully
illuminated was bombed and sunks = - o :

Considering the size of the forces landed, the unfavour-
able weather, and the potentialities of the defences, the
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assault was aocompl:.shed with very smell losses in men and

‘material, The British casualtles of all kinds were about

800 of which 500 were suffered by the First Airborne Division,

The Americen landings on Cent' 'Dinie and Joss beaches

‘The Seventh Iu'my met w:l.th greater difficulties and
serious air opposition. 4t 0245 hours on D=Day the first

. waves landed on the beaches under machine gun and medium
ertillery fires Supporting werships fired rockets at the

batteries and destroyers angaged enemy searchlights, It
was noted that the enemy air force mobile beacon near
Scoglitti was still in operation assisting the return of
Axis aircrafts :

kt 042l hours Mee109's, Ju.,88's and Italian fighter

_bombers began dropping flares and attacking the troops in the

Cent area, Dive bombers attacked the Philadelphia and
Jefferson; which compelled the cruisers to launch their
gpotting aircrafts 4 little later the air attack spread

"to the Joss area where the beaches and landing craft were

shot .up by fighter bombers and Ju.88's and the Sentinel(1)

was hit by a dive bomber and dsmeged. Then the Maddox was

sunk by a bomb in the Dime area, The ships aircraft did
what they could to.prevent these attacks but were naturally
tmeble to asccomplish very much, but the Swansgon managed

to shoot down:a Mee110 with her anti-aircraft guns., It

" ‘'was not until 0515 hours.that the Spitfire cover arrived
~ 'end were greeted with heavy anti=aircraft fire from the
American ships who engaged all aircraft indiscriminately,

4t 0535 hours the shore batterles opened fire on
B:Lscgm e who retaliated by shelling the town of Licata,
Other enemy batteries shelled the Dime beaches near Gela with
accuracy. By 0826 hours all landings in the Cent area
were successfully accomplished; German tanks advencing into
the Dime area were fired on by the Jmerican warship, But
enemy shelling of the town.and pier -at. Licata made the Joss
landings difficult, . s .

In the early afternoon all the beaches were strafed
by Me.109'se The Naval Commander (CoT.F.86) sent out an
urgent request for fighter cover and it was reported that
three of the cruiser's spotter aircraft (S.0.Ce) had already
been shot down, . . Raids by, FoWe190's and Me.109's continued

,sporad:.cally on all the. beachess Anti=aircraft firing was

wild and uncontrolled so much so that at about 1415 hours a

 friendly Spitfire. coming in to meke a forced landing in the

Cent area was accidentally shot.down in flames by an LeSeTe

During the afternéon tlié Cémmander-in-Chlef
Mediterranean arrived in the area and urgent .representations
were made to him for more effective air support. But the

" enemy continued to make attacks from greater altitudes.

it 1930 hours the 1st .Infantry Division reported that it
had been subjected to dive bombing for over two hours end

. made request for.more fighter cover, Enemy air attacks

continued throughout the night and at 0635 hours the next
morning, i.e. 11th, the:transports in the Dime area were
attacked by thlrteen -dive bombers.. --They achieved a near

" miss on the flagshlp Monrovia -and damaged the. transgport
'ships Ba:mett Orizaba and Dickman,.

(1) She senk five hours later.
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At 0738 hours the fighter cover arrived just after yet
another raid on the Joss beaches had been completed, 3But
at 0810 hours another six enemy aircraft again raided the
Joss shipping and sank LeS.T+158 by a direct hite Shortly
af'ter this the Savannash reported the loss of all her spotting

. aircraft. At about 1012 hours eneiny artillery and tanks
began to fire on the transport ships but were silenced by
fire from the warships.

.. ALir raids continued until at 1546 hours the Dime area
was attacked by 16 F,¥.200 and He.111 bombers accompanied
by about eight fighterse The fighters came in low to
shoot up the beaches, while the bombers made a high level
attack on the shipping. Several fires were started on the
beaches, and the Robert Rowan, a Liberty ship loaded with
ammnition, was hit and went on fire,

The raiding continueds Enemy formations of 16 or

more aircraft continually attacked the shipping including a
convoy from the Joss beach after it had left Licata for
Bizerta, [if'ter dark the Dime area, where the Robert Rowan
was still burning brightly, was again attackeds 4t 2220
hours when yet another raid was developing the night
fighters arrived end dispersed ite inother attack in the
Cent area was also driven off at 2250 hours. . But at 2310

- hours there was a low flying attack on the Cent beaches,"
and another at 2335 hours on the Dime area, ~Just before
-nidnight the 1st Infantry Division reported that heavy -
bombing had been experienced in the Dime sector and that the
damage had been serious and costly and mede requests again
for more fighter protection, ' Ce

.. Early the following morning (D plus two i.es 12th)

the 1st Ijli‘antry Division captured Ponte O}ivo landing
ground,(1 the taking of those at Co’mis.io(z and Ragusa had
already been reported, but 'hit and run' raids were continued
by the enemy for the rest of that days -

futhor's. - " The.contrast between the air ‘opposition offered to the

comment + British and /mericen landings is most ‘interesting, It

suggests that the 4ixis expected a landing in the western
part of the island and had made preparation to meet ite

It is surprising to note the large number of sorties the
enemy were able to mske in view of the heavy scale bombing
to which their airfields had been subjected in the
preliminary phase of operation Husky, and finally one is
forced to conclude that the fimerican fighters failed in
their task of protecting the shipping and the troops on the
beaches.

. Alr cover

It had been decided in view of the expected enemy
reaction that Malta based fighters should operate at one -
squadron strength (12 aircraft) but, as at this strength
no continuous cover of all beaches was possible throughout

. the 16 hours of.daylight, the following programmes were
agreed ;- ' ‘

(1) valuable underground bulk fuel storage tanks were found
at Ponte Olivo on D plus 3 i.ee 13 July with a capacity
of 42,000 gallons,

(2) 4 cache of 16,000 gallons of oil and 13,000 gallons of

. petrol was.discevered at Comiso on 18 July., (Seventh
Army Summary of -Operations)s
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(a). Continuous fighter cover over two beaches throughout

(b) All land:mg areas to have ‘continuous protection
for the first two hours of daylight, from 1030 to 1230
hours and from 1600 to 1730 hours, and for the last one
and a helf hours of daylight,

(c) A Reserve “/ing to be kept at a high degree of
. readiness to 'reinforce patrols as needed.

On the dey of the invasion Spitfires end Kittyhswks

': flew 1,092 sorties, .The'cover proved effective and the

e.c‘bual number of ships successfully attacked by enemy
aircraft was. only.twelve, lMost of these losses occurred in
the Joss and Dime areas over which the air attack was
stronger than on other beaches and where the anchoring of
ships as far as.six miles out from the shore had over=
stretched the fighter patrols end enebled the enemy to get

- through the screen,

Allied air activity on D-Da.y (10 Jua,y 1943)

Malta records show that on D-Day only one engagement

. took place between the-ehemy and the American fighter units,

Ten Werhawks of- the 33rd Fighter: Group patrolling over the

. beaches east of Licata during the late afternoon saw some

14 Me,109'e dropping boimbs on theshipping frem sbout 8,000
 Peets The Warhawks-engaged the ‘enemy and claimed to have

.- shot .down two and damaged two more. Eleven Spitfires of
No. 242 Squadron (No. 322 Wing) had their first fight of

the day at 0450 hours, when a Hee111 machine gunning the

.o . landing craft was shot down in flames., A little later a
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. No¢154 Squadren (No.322 Wing

- Ju.88 was dameged, and later -still one M.C.200 was shot down.

No,92 Squadron (No,24L Win
Noe1435 Squadron (Melta Wing) and No.43 Squadron (Nos32k W:Lng)
were all engaged in air fighting during D-Day., Spitfires -
claimed to have shot down 12 enemy aircraf't, probably
destroyed three and damaged eleven. A1lied losses were

A1 a:ircraft. , ‘

Noe93 Squadron (No.32k Wii.ng)§ Noe145 Squadron éNo. 244 Win §),
g

The las'b action of the day took 1aoe at 1930 hours,
when 12 Spitfires of No.229 Squadron i) ta Wing) on patrol
over the beaches south of Syracuse attacked eight M.C.200's

at sea level. The liacchi airaraft fled for home but the
Spitfireas had no difficulty in overtéking them and three were

.shot down and one probably destroyed.

malta Spitfires throughout the day saw no more than a
total of 57 enemy fighters escorting their bombers whilst
their own fighter effort totalled over 1,000 sortiess Enemy
effort was slight and dispirited, usually he.avoided air
fighting whenever possibles: The Italian fighters
concentrated on standing patrols in the Catania area and on
the only occasion in which:they ventured to come socuth
were met by No.229.Squadton, ‘with ‘bhe results already
recorded abovee

The enemy's situation

* While Germen bombers were ma.k:.ng mefTecti’ve efforts to
penetrate the Allied fighter screén over the beaches, other
Ju.88's were continuing thdir reconnaissance patrols off
Cep Bon, in the Tonian Sem, and: over the battle sreas The
German Commend was still concerned with the possibility of
an invasion of northewest’ &cily. " But it was too late.
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Although the German Air Force was to redouble its effort on

- the following day Allied air supremacy was already assured.

By dusk on 10 July the Army had taken Syracuse, Pachino
landing ground, and Licatas The coastal troops so far
encountered had been of poor quality.

Recognition difficulties

" in unfortunate feature of D-Day and later days was the
extent to which Allied ships fired on the patrolling
fighters, Patrols had been ordered at 5-8,000 feet but
at these heights the aircraft were continually engaged by
hLekio fire, They were thus forced up to 10=-14, 000 feeto
Even there they were often fired upons No Spitfire was
known to, have been shot down but a number were hit and
élanua.g',ed.(1 'During D-Day the kialta Reserve Wing was
not called upon for assistance in shipping protection but it
provided cover for medium bombers attacking the south
Sicilian airfiields.

The Forward Control Links

After nightfall the protection of the convoys was taken
over by fighter intruder patrols which throughout the
night ranged over enemy airfields in Sicily and southern
Ttaly.

An interesting experiment was tried out in controlling
these intruder aircraft, Beaufighters and Mosquitoss
Three G.Ce.I, stations, mou.nted on Tank Lending Ships, off
the beaches at Acid, Bark and Dime, were used as forward
links for the~G.C.I. Malta, The control proved extremely
eff'ective hoth on this night and subsequently when enemy
aircraft operated in numbers aga:.nst the shipping and
beaches.

In addition to the floating G.CeI.s, ‘'Headquarter

‘Ships' acted as:forward fighter controls, thus:

(1) -Acid: Bulolo

(ii) Berk: Largs (with Hilary in reserve)

(4ii) Cents Ancon

(iv) Joss and Dimes: lionrovia with two subsidiary
ships Biscayne and Samuel Chase,

These Headquarters Ships directed fighters mainly by
the 'informative' method, passing information from radar
plots or visual observations, supplemented by 'Y' service
informmation. They played a similar role after darkness,
handing the night fighters over to the GoCeIl.s, either
floating or ashore, as necessarys, The Fighter Controllers
were linked to Malta and the other Headquarter Ships by R/T.

By the evening of D-Day, a GeCeIl. station had been
disenbarked and came into operation that night. This
station and the others still operating from Le.SeT.s proved
of great assistance in forwerd fighter control, effectively
extending the range of the lialta control. ThJ.s extension

(1) The 4/A ship HoM,S. Delhi was in position off the
Acid beaches and HoM,Se Colombo off Gela.
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was of inoreased value when enemy night bombers begen to
operate in growing numbers, against Syracuse, Augusta and the
hcid beachess Malta's night intruders were extensively
employed in this area. from the night 10/11 July onwards.

On the other hand, medium night" bombers from Tunisia
were frequently used against Catania, Messina and
San Giovanni, In a relatively small area were mixed up
streams of night bombers and fighters, Allied and the
enemy's, It was inevitable that the exact filtering of
these plots occasionally broke down end several times
411ied night fighters were vectored onto their own bombers,
. once or twice with fatal results, Control would have been
easier if Malta had been kept fully informed of projected
night bomber operations by their own forces. Lacking this
information, mistakes were inevitable,

' S , On the night of 10/11 July Malta's night fighters were
Opse NATLF out over southern &Sicily, and one Mosquito of Noe23 Squadron
LWHoBe/I1J5/ made an intruder patrol over Rome, without incident, The -
92 force consisted of No.600 Squadron (Beaufighters), a flight
of No,108 Squadron (Beaufighters) one flight of No.73 Sguadron
~ (Hurricenes), supported by Nos23 Squadron and a flight of
Noe256 Squadron (both Mosquitos)e' They claimed to have
_destroyed two Ju.88's and one CentoZ.1007, In addition
two Ju.88's were claimed as probably destroyeds

Air activity against enemy road movements on D=Day
Opse NATAF - During the rehearsals for operation 'Husky' it had

AoHeBe/ILJ5/  been found that the rate of disembarkation of supporting
92 - - arms for the land forces had beer very slow, and the Army

had submitted that ehemy movements towards the assamlt area
- must be attacked and delayed from the air while disembarkas
tion was in progresse '

This proposal was made too late to be included in the

Tbid ‘ ' agreed air outline plan, but the commitment was met by the
allocation of two groups of Lightning fighter-bombers
(1st and 14th Pighter Groups) from the Strategic Air Force
to the Tactical 4iir Force for the- mssault period, to rew
inforce the two Mustang Groups (27th and 86th)s The plan
for the employment of these groups-was to cover the main
routes from as soon after first light on D-Day as possible
and attack all movement seen. .

Formations of 12 aircraft were-dispatched evary 30
minutes throughout the day, = For these attacks, the
Lightning airoraf't were allotted the eastern area of
Sicily and the”Mustang groups. maintained a similar programme -~
over the western and ‘central areas. - A N

" At the outset, targets were scarce but traffic tended
- to increase as the day wore on and'a large number of
mechanical vehicles were destroyeds These attacks
prevented the development of traffic and the scale of
. xoad and rail movement was quickly reduced to small
proportions, . During the subsequent days this employ-
ment of the groups wes ocontinued widespread over the
Ibid whole islend, and resulted in the oomplete dislocation
' of enemy movement., . By night the Tdotical Bomber Force
also operated against road movement' leading to the -
asssult areass In the east the enemy air force withdrew
to the Cerbini area and were quickly followed up by the
Strategic Air Force, which sent a force of ‘71 Fortress

aircraft to bombthe landing grounds. -
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Enemy reinforcements

By the next hday (11 July) the enemy had become aware
of the size and direction of the illied attack and had to
consider the question of reinfordements. Of the four

- Italisn field divisions, two in the Palermo and Sciacca

areas were retreating before the attacks of the American

" Seventh Army whilst of the other two divisions in the

Syracuse and Vizzini areas, one was in process of
disintegration and the other was being pushed north along
the east coast by the British Eighth 4rmy, But in spite
of the ill success of their forces Itdlian reinforcement
of Sicily was negligible, ‘

_ The two Germen divisions, though suffering et first
from a shortage of mechanical transport, were more mobile
than the Italians and moved quickly into the battle area,
While the 15th Panzer Grenadier division moved eastwards
from the west of Sicily, the Hermann Goering division
launched a major effort to drive the Allied invaders back
into the sea.

' The enemy attack at Gela 11 July

At 0800 hours, both German and Italian units counter
attacked II (UsS.) Corps, their greatest weight coming to
bear on the first Division near Gela, Twenty ilark IV
tanks attacked towards the south on the Ponte 0livo =
Gela road, breaking through the infantry and approaching
to within 1,000 yards of Gela, before being stopped by
artillery fire, Enemy infentry following the tanks was
driven off by small arms fire. Another force of about
4O tenks were stopped only by the combined fire of rocket
guns, anti-tank grenades, tanks and artillery. A lighter
attack by Italian infantry and ten Italian tanks wes
repulsed with-little difficulty.

These attacks lasted until about 1630 hours when the
last of the day was launched down the Butera road against
Gela, This attack was broken up by the combined action
of naval gunfire, infantry troops, and an Engineer Shore
Group which had to be taken from their beach duties and
sent into action, : '

. The left flank of these enewy attacks against II (U.S.)
Corps extended across the Acate river and was directed
against the infantry of the L45th Division and Parachute
Combat Teams In this sector, also, the enemy attack was
repulseds  On the extreme right of the II (U.S,) Corps
front, Comiso and Ragusa were taken. In the Licata sector,
the 3rd Division extended its beachhead beyond the town
and reached its first designated objective.

Fighter operafions 11 July

. Air fighting began at 0505 hours on 11 July

‘when two Spitfires of Noe43 Squadron patrolling over the :

beaches south of Syracuse sighted a Me.210 flying north at
5,000 feets They chased it for 50 miles and finally
shot it down near Cape Armi,

- The American Lpitfire squadrons, especially those of
the 31st Fighter Group based on Gozo Island, were fully
employed on preventing enemy air attacks on Allied shipping.
Noe60.(U.Ss) Squedron's (33rd Fighter Group) Warhawks

. operating from Pantelleria while on patrol over the

beaches east of Licata during the afternoon sew more than

SECRET



NATAF
Int/Opsum
NQ 095

Itelian 4dir
Ministry
Weekly
Information
Bullet ino -
(A.. H. B. 6)

(90918) 62

SECRET

58

25 Ju.88's attacking shipping off the Gela beaches. They
were warned by the G.CeIs too late to prevent the bombing
attack but intercepted the Ju,88's on their return journey
over Ponte Olivo;. where they claimed to have shot down

four and dsmaged another.  On returning over the Licata
beaches another. fight developed with eight Me.109's in which
one enemy aircraf't was probebly destroyed, As a result of
this adtion one ‘.arhawk was raporbed missing and another
damaged,

At about the same time in the afternoon Spitfires of
No.92 Squedron (No.2ll Wing) while on patrol between Cape
Scalambri and Gelae saw Asde bursts south of Gelas Upon
investigation 12 Ju.88's were found at 10,000 feet escorted

By 30 unidentified fighters flying stepped up to 15,000 feet,
The Spitfires intercepted the bombers and claimed to have

- 8hot down four Ju.88's and damaged one, for the loss of

one Spitfire missing,

Adr fighting cont:.mzed all 'I:hat day, the last action
late in the evening being between No,72 Squadron (Nos 32k
Wing) end an enemy formation over Syracuses  Three 1,C,200's
were shot down end three demegede

At the end of the day enemy casualties had risen
sharply, for the loss of only one Spitfire and one Warhawk,
Allied pilots had claimed to have shot down 28 aircreft,
probably destroyed five, end damaged sixteecn.

Air Support Operations

Between 1000 and 1100 hours the Kittyhewks based on
Malta so as to provide close support for the ground forces
went into action for the first time., Nos.112, 3,and 250
Squadrons (Noe239 Wing) escorted by No.243 Squadron
(Spitfires) ware despatched to attack vehicles on the
Catenia = Lentini roade Twenty-two vehicles were seen
end attacked; fifty-eight 250 1b, bombs being expended
with very 1itt1e result, ‘The Kittyhawks continued to
operate during succeeding days, but' suitable targets were
scarce, and Army calls for support were fews

The fighter bombers (Mustang) of the 27th and 86th
Fighter Groups dropped two hundred and one 500 1b, bombs
and strafed mechanical transport concentrations and convoys
heading south from Palermo, Bombs were also dropped on 2
road junction at Bolognstta, and convoys and trains in
central Sicily were shot upe

The really heavy bombing, however, was provided by the
bombers of Strategic Air Force. One hundred Fortresses

. dropped 259 tons of bombs on Cetsnia and Milo. At Cetenia

explosions and fires broke out in dumps and marshalling
yards, A merchant vessel in the harbour was hite Twenty-
two enemy airoraft were encountered of which four were
destroyeds At Milo the Fortresses escorted by L8
Kittyhawks bombed the runway and dispersal area of the
airfield, they were met with intense ¢flak',

Caltanlssetta was boibed with' good results by 39
Mitchellss Sciacca landing ground received 42 tons of
bombg from-35. Mitchells which were escorted to the target
by 23 Lightnings. Gérbini satellite landing ground number
eleven was. attacked by 23 Marauders which dropped 27 tons
of fragmentation boibs, ' Not much air opposition was met
but 'Plek! was reported as ':i.n ensive! at. Ribera, Milo
and Sclacca,
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Night operations

During the night 11/12 July Mosquitos and Hurricanes
continued intruder operations over the enemy's air bases
in north-eastern Sicily and southern Italy. One
unidentified bomber was shot down over Crotone landing
ground, but little other activity was seen. Enemy
bombers were, however, active against Allied shipping of'f
the landing beaches, and /illied night fighters claimed to -
have shot down two Ju.,88's and an He,111 and damaged a
P.1085 :

The important airfield at Comiso was occupied by

.Seventh Army troops during the night and work was at once

started upon it by moonlight,

Thirty Wellingtons of the Strategic Air Force(?1)
attacked Marsels, Trapani and lazzara.

On the same night (11/12th) the Troop Carrier Command
launched its second parachute attack (Husky II), aimed
at dropping paratroops. of the 82nd Airborne Division in
front of the illied forward units in the Gela area, It was
even less successful than the earlier attack and out of the
144 Dakotes which were despatched 23 failed to return.
ilany obstacles were encountered and difficulty was
experienced in following the flight course through lanes
of 'safe trensit' which had to be co-ordinated with all
the combined operations of the Allied armies and navies,
The unarmoured aircraft met with intense 'flak' and
repeated attacks by enemy aircraft, It was unfortunate
that the arrival of the: trensport aircraft occurred at a
time when naval ships off shore were being bombed from
a-high eltitude and some aircraft, particularly No.53
Squadron ran foul of naval anti-aircraft fire and losses
were severe.(zg ; S ‘ A |

In point of fact the ships were entitled to shoot at
the transport airecrafts The question of the rules for
the: engagement of aircraft off the beaches, had been
frequently debated during the planning and the orders had
been twice altered by agreement with the Air Force Staff.
As finally framed, ships were free to open fire at night
at aircraft whose approach indicated hostile intent, and

‘it had been agreed that if friendly aircraft were obliged

to fly over the Allied convoys they would do so at heights
above 6,000 feet, S : .

411 trogp carrying aircraft hed been routed in lanes
to avoid the Allied convoys on the night of D minus one day,
but in the second attack on D plus three they had flownm
low over the Gulf of Noto. - It was understood that the
Mediterranean Air Command hed obtained the agreement of
the Comuander-in~Chief Mediterranean to this procedure some
hours earlier and signals had at once been sent out by the
latter to all .ships and forces concerned, It was not
certain that they did in fact reach all the merchsntmen and
by an unfortunate chance a small number of eneny aircraft
were in the vicinity at the time the Allied aircraft were
approaching, '

213. From Nd;205 Grou;t,)." L , ' :
2) See AsHeBs Monograph - 'Airborne Forces'! = AePe3231,

SECRET



SEGREI‘
60
As might have been expected, firing started spasmodically
and soon became general, and it is difficult to blame the Aw%
ships for engaging low flying enemy aircraft which appeared
to be menacing them during an air raid, It was considered
- that only in very eXceptional circumstances should ships
- be deprived of their right to open fire at low flying

airoraf't approaching them and that the solution mst be
always to route transport aircraft clear of Allied shipping,

" Further Airborne Operations

Three small and one large scale dperations followed in
quick sucoessions The first operation (Chestnut I) took
place on the night of 12/13th and was an attempt by two :
Albemarles of Noe38 Wing to drop a small detachment of the ”W
British First Airborne Division detailed to attack and
harass the enemy lines of commmication and rear areas in
north~west Sicily. Another attempt (Chestnut II) wes made
on the following night on the same scale and with the same
objectss  In the first operation one aircraft was lost;
in the second prearranged ground signals were not visible
and both Albemarles returned to their base.a On the night
o 13/14th a third operation (Pustien) was lauriched, the object
" 'Husky! Small of which was to drop a detachment of the Firkt British
raiding parties Paratroop Brigade to secure an important bridge over the
A.H.BjIIJ.’S/ Gornalunga river at Primo Sole and, at the sahe time, attack,
86/82 ~+ eond hold strategical positions near Catania.

"' The' carrying force consisted of 105 Dakotes, 23
Albemarles (ReAsFi) and 8 Halifax (R.A.Fe) aircraft, the
latter two types towing 11 Horsa and 8 Weco gliderss The
venture was costly but a vital objective was secured and

"helds Once ‘again trouble was experienced through anti-
aircraft fire from the Allied shippinge Twenty-six

~aircraft returned early due t6-engine trouble and intense
'flak' both off shore and over the Dropping Zone, Pilots
reported 'flak' from the time they left Malta to their return.
The total losses were ten Dakotas, one Halifax and three

-_Albemarles., | A repeat of this operation (Chestnut I11)
was made on the following night ?11./ 15th)e No aircraft. was
lost end the. sortie was completely successful, (13 e

The situation in the Southern Area

By 12 July the Allies had established operational
bases along the whole southern erea from the central invasion
AsHeBo/ILJ5/81  beachheed at Licata to the port of uguste, Advenced units
had reached and were holding Raguse and Palazzolo., Comiso
had been occupied on the night of the 11th and Ponte Olivo
and Biscari on the 12th, m
'~ On that day General Eisenhower boarded a destroyer in '
Malta and set out-to sirvéy the situation on the Sicilien
“shores - 'I'reached the westernmost point of the landings
at Licata gbout dawn, eess and during the remainder of the
’ T morning steamed éastward sbout two miles off shors, There
Despatch wes hardly a eghell or a bomb to be heard, and the outstanding

Eisenhower' .. . impression whs one of complete serenity, Landing craft
AvHeBo/ILI5/ ‘were proceeding on‘their lewful occasions from ship to shore;
83/132 . v\ . 4% looked more 1like a huge regetta than an operation of war.!

He returned to lalta and once'the U.8, Seventh and British

Eighth Armies were well established ashore the immediate

direction of the cempaign became the responsibility of the %}
Fifteenth Army Group Commander, General Alexander, and of o
his two army commenders, Generals Patton and Montgamery.

(1) See AsHeB, Monograph, 'Airborne Forces's = A.Pe3231s
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Noe72 Sguadron in action

¥hile General Eisenhower was remerking on the peaceful-
ness of the scene as viewed from a destroyer off the beaches,
No.72 sguadron (No.32k Winge Spitfires, had been engaged in

12th)s In three sorties over

the Acid beaches, one in the early morning, one at midday,
and one in the late afternoon the squadron claimed to have
destroyed 13 enemy airoraft (eight M.Ce 200's, four Me,109's
and one Jus52), probably destroyed three Me.,109's and demaged
(ten Me.109's, four M.Ce 200's and one FeWe190), without
the loss of one of their own pilots, This outstanding
explcit was rewarded by an immediate message of congratula=
tion from the Air Officer Commanding in Malta, from whose
airfield, Hal Far, the squadron was at that time operating,

Action in support of the Bighth Army

Nor were the other squadrons inactive, At about
0800 hours on the seme day in response to a request from
the Eighth Army, which was held up in its advance from
Syracuse to Augusta near Priolo for an attack on enemy gun
positions in that area, Nose3 (SecAsAeFs), 250 and 112
(Kittyhewk) Squadrons escorted by No.601 Squadron (Spitfires)

- bombed the targets from a height of between 1 »500 and 3,000

feets, Haze and dust made observation of result difficult
but one fire which gave off black smoke was starteds A
direct hit was mede on a building, and two lorries were
destroyed by machine gun sttacks, Later reconnaissance
reported explosions and fires apparently from ammunition
dumps-in the area, - This sortie expended seventy-two

250 1b, bombs, - ) )

The Enémy Reinforce’

The German divisions were obviouélj. insufficient to
bear the brunt of the attacks by the Allied Forces, which
eventually totalled 160,000 troops and 600 tanks and

‘accordingly, on the night of the 12/13th two parachute

battalions of the Seventh Air Division were flown by gliders
from the south of France via Naples for immediate employ-
ment as infantry in the Cstania plein, Whilst the enemy
need for infantry was supplied by this Division, the need
for tanks and armoured units was met by gradual reinforce-

- ments from the 29th Penzer Grenadier Division which were
-ferried across the Messina Strait.

To ship these reinforcements, the Axis. relied on a
spasmodic train ferry service improved on 10 July by the

~arrival of a second trein ferry which had previously been

under repair at Tareanto, Other supplies, including some

‘from Naples, were brought by fifty 'P' boats, Siebel ferries
- and lending craft, into ports in the north-east of the

island.  Approximately thirty-six thousand tons of merchant
shipping was unloaded during the month in these ports,
principally in Messina and i{ilazzo, . Apart from occasional
afternoon’ exercises; the Italian fleet remained immobile
having no aircraft carriers to defend its battleships from
torpedo aircraft and lacking the strength to protect them

- from the Allied naval units,

The reaction of the Axis.Air Forces to the Allied ,
invasion was slighte 4s a result of the Allied air offensive
which had begun' on 3 July, both the Germen and Ttalian Air
Forces were seriously weakened by.the time of the initiel
landings. The necessity of ‘having to divert a proportion
of their fighter forces to defend their airfields against
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heavy Allied air attacks led to a serious reduction in the .
scale of offensive operations, Their reaction was hesitant '%

and the Luftwaffe failed to display thet flexibility in
defence which it liad formerly shown in attack,

The ifovement of some 50 fighters and over 30 bombers
and dive-bombers from northern to southern Ttaly was not
. reflected in the scale. of effort mounted by the Italian
Air Force which can only be described as negligible,
German efforts to reinforce their fighters on Sicily proved
inadequate because of the heavy losses Allied fighters
~were inflicting upon the Luftwaffe.

The defeat of thé Axis Air Forces

The speed with which the Spitfires established air
supremacy over .southern Sicily was reflected in the rapid
decline in the enemy scale of effort., ILuftwaffe operations
from the very start only reached a moderate scale. Between
10 end 12 July total daily sorties of the Luftwaffe averaged
275 = 300, but from that -date onwards their effort averaged
only 150 sorties per day., During the first four deys of
the attack the Luftwaffe had suffered heavily, 151 of its
aircraft having been destroyed and L3 damaged.s Ninety=~one
of those destroyed were shot down in combat, whilst attacks
on Sicilien and southern Italian airfields destroyed a
further 25 and damaged 16, Seventeen fighters were blown
up by the Germens themselves on airfields around Catania
on 13 July, to prevent them falling into Allied hends,

The bulk of the sorties flown against the landings was
Ibid carried out by the Luftwaffe!s fighter and fighter bomber
forcess These, however, did not use the aircraft they had
available to the best advantage, dissipating their effort
in amall scale raids on widespread targets and consequently
suffering heavy lossess The cher out standing weakness of
the Iuftwaffe during the cempaign was the failure of its
long range bomber force based on the mainland, Although
this force was never less than 250 - 300 bombers, it could
" not meintain a sustained effort, its averege daily sortie
rate being 25 - 30, Only on the night of 12/13 July did
. the bombers operate on any eppreclable scale, when 115
Juo88's and He,111's engmented by a .smell number of Italien
Air Force CoZes 1007's set out to attack Allied shipping in
" the Syracuse area, Both German end Italisn bombers continued
to attack at night on a limited scale, supported by a small
force of Itallan torpedo bombers and some thirty torpedo=
carrying Ju.88's and He.111's, which, at the time of the
. initial landings, were in process of returning to Grosseto
. ai’ter a refresher course at Salon and Montpellier. '

The successes of both-: torpedo and.-bombn.ng aircraft were
" few and their losses extremely high. Those aircraft which
reéached the beaches were easy targets for the illied
Mosquitoes and Beaufighters; and prisoners reported that
they had been forced to fly very low because of their fear -
of the night fighters with the result thet they had
presented an ea.sy target f‘or the.naval anti-airoraft gunse

The most outs‘band.mg fea'l:ure of‘ this period was the

Malta Int, success of these night fighters, The Allied night fighters
Summaxy in the battle area claimed: a total during the month of over ’W})
AcHeBe/ILI5/ 70 enemy aireraft destroyedo _An importent contribution to :
oL/ . ‘operations against the night boumbers was made by the Allied

liosquito Intruders which mairtained constant patrols over .
the souther'n Italian a:z.rf'ields. .
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In spite of the fact that the Italian Air Force had

- over 300 fighters availeble in Sicily, Sardinia and southern

Italy and over 150 bombers available in central and southern
Italy, they never succeeded in mounting any worth while
scale effort, due to a large extent to the very low standard
of serviceability. Our fighters, however, did have one
notaeble success against the Italians, Not as wily as their
Axis partners, who had moved all their Ju.87 dive-bombers
out of range of 'illied fighters much earlier in the year,
the Italian Air Foroce moved its Ju.87 units from the Milan
area to Gloia del Colle in Apulia by 11 July, On 13 July
12 Spitfires of No,243 Squadron on patrol over Gerbini
intercepted a formation of twelve Ju.87's flying northwards
in line abreast of ten thousand feet, without fighter
escorte The Spitfires shot down five and damaged the
remaining seven without incurring any losses,

By 16 July withdrawal of the Axis Air Forces was in
full swing, The Luftwaffe strength on Sicily on this date
was 120 aircrafts Two days later the total had sunk to
25 and by 22 July every German aircraft that could be moved
had lef't the islend, The Italian Air Force was also
withdravm during this period, a force of 28 fighters, of
which only four were serviceable, remaining on 22 July,

By 26 July only 13 liacchi 202's were left, not one of which
was serviceable, and two days later Italian Air Force
returns made no mention of Sicily.

The Pirst Fighter iing in Sicily.(1)

On 7 July the Advanced Headquarters of the \estern
Desert iir Force decided that WNoo.24) Wing was to be the
first to land in Sicily end that it should take control of
all air units in the Pachino area 'until things settle down;'
and that the Squadron Leader Administrative should tske
command of the Station Commander's party which was to land
on D-Day to supervise the organisation of the wing landing
ground end exercise administrative control.

Accordingly, on 9 July this party set out for Sicily in
an L.CeTse The party landed at about 1130 hours on the
following day, They next located the Servicing Commando
Unit, and the RoAeFe Regiment anti-aircraft squadrons, which

(1) No.24 (F) Wing hed been formed in Februery 1942 as a
'mobile offensive fighter wing, which will control
three mobile fighter squadrons at any required location.

- Since then the Wing had come a long way over the
Western Desert with the Eighth Army and at the end of
the Tunisian campaign had been operating from .

Ben Gerdane airfield over the Cep Bon peninsula against
enemy air and sea transports From 1 = 19 June 1943,
the Wing became non-operational while its ground
personnel and transport were gradually transferred to
Melta, By 20 June it was making offensive sweeps
over south-eastern Sicily. It is interesting to note
that on that date No.92 Squadron, equipped with
Spitfire IX's had an encounter with three Me,109's

at a height of thirty feet, During the softening
process on wsicily the Wing was employed on escort
duties for liltchells and kiarauders which were engaged
in bombing Comiso and Gerbini airfields,
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had both been put ashore without their vehicles and met the
chief engineer of No,15 Airfield Construction Group on .
Pachino landing ground during the afternoon. The landing
ground had been ploughed up but it was promised that it would
be ready for the use of. ten squadrons on the morning of

13 July. As yet, however, no transport, petrol or smmnition
had been landed,

The Station Commander's perty moved into Pachino landing
grow.d at 0830 hours on 11 July, The Servicing Commendo
unit, ané the two anti-aircraft squadrons were in position
but still without transport, Then an Air Formation Signals
detachment, No«1 lMsPeRsUs and Noe3 AeLeGe Signals section
also arrived,

About 1000 hours General lMontgomery himself appeared in
& DeUoKs'is and, despite the absence of any airfield construc-
tion plant, gave orders that the landing ground was to be
ready for operations by the next morning, the 12th. This
naturally geve an impetus to the proceedings and by 2200
hours that evening two lorries had brought up fifteen
thousand gallons of aviation fuel, but there was still no
emmunition ashore. 'A serious end bungled state of affairs
if the squedron were to land at first light next morning, '

During the morning an aireraft of Noe72 Squadron had
lended short of petrol, It landed down wind over the half
levelled plough furrows without mishap, and when it had
been refuelled, took off again using the road which ren
alongside the landing ground. In the afternoon two other
Spitfires landed end after being refuelled took off again
for ielta, ihile they were on the ground, six tie,109's
made a low flying attack., In spite of the fact that they
were not engaged by the ground defences until they had
oponed fire the total casualties were three wounded and one
Spitfire slightly demsged.

From dawn on the 12th, DeU.K.Wes stresmed into the
landing ground bringing ammunition end petrol = 'much of
it not for R.l.Fs uses! This wds due to the loads being
put direct into the DeU.K,ls8 from the ship, which meant
that they were not checked by the RefeFs 'Spotters' in the
'Brick' orgenisations The DoUsKelWe system was excellent
but the ReA.Fo 'Spotters' should have been present when the
vehicles were loeded from the ship. It was distressing
to find 4.7 mortar shells and army tank fuel being delivered
for use in airecraft, ‘

In the afternoon the Air Officer Commanding the Desert
Alr Force landed in his 3pitfire, and stated that three
squadrons would fly in at first light on the 13th,. Other
Spitfires came in to refuel on their way back to lalta
and two pilots forced landed in demaged aircraft. In
lalta, the main parties of the VWing Headquarters, Nos.1
(Sehs), 92 and 145 Squadrons embarked for Sioily,

The Commending Officer of No.,24k Wing arrived early
on the morning of 13th at Pachino and was followed soon
afterwards by the aircraft of the squadrons as each finished
its first patrol. The aircraft were serviced by the
Commendos end advenced parties of squadron ground crew;
but the Commendos were not trained to' service Spitfire
IX's, so that the bulk of the work hed to be done by the
squadron parties, .

Control was exercised by No.2 iliobile Plotting Unit,
and aircraft were ordered into action by the Skeleton Wing

SECRET




Provisional
Report AdveXIT

AQSQCQ to 7'bh i

AoFoHoQo micré-
£ilm 68 F(19)

(90918)%9

SECRET
65

Operation Room which was housed in one of the 3 ton lorries
which had been brought over by the Station Commander's
partye As the squadron main parties had not yst arrived, -
the pilots were messed at the Wing Headquarters.  Retions
and water had been brought f'or' this purpose by the Station
Commander's party as had also bivouacs for all the pilots,

In the course of the day (13th) the main perty and the
Signal Section of the Wing arrived complete with all

- transport. Within a few hours the Signtls Section was

established end took over from No.3 Advanced Landing Ground
Section, Petrol and ammnition had arrived in such large
quantities that the Officer Commending, No.121 M.U. decided
to take over its issué and receipte Throughout the day
six aircraft were kept at readiness for -local defence

but were not required to go into action. In the evening
news came of the fall of Augusta,

The Landing of XIT Air Support Command -

- The Aﬂvanced Headquarters of XIT Air Support Command
under the command of Colonel L.P. Hickey which had been

: accommodated in U.S.Se Monrovis came ashore at 1600 hours

on D plus two (i.ees 12th), Control of the fighters was
handed over to UsSeSs Ancon temporarily until the early
hours of D plus three. = The 309th Squadron started prepar—
ing the Ponte Olivo landing ground for use by the air
echelons of the 31st Fighter Groups  Télephone and wireless
facilities were installed and work was started to connect
the Headquarters with Licata.airf'ield which had been
inspected and found suitable for use by a Pighter group.

Day and night cover was maintained over the beaches,
Fighters were used for shallow reconnaissance to provide
information of immediate value to the divisions the ‘
principal interest being centred on the front of the 1st -
and ‘45th Divisionse Enemy air activity was very slight
only four attempts were made to reach the beach landing
areas, Three of these were turmed back and one enemy
aircraft was shot down. One Me.109 however, menaged to
penetrate the screen and attacked the beaches at Gelas

Tactical reconnaissance was continued over the rear
areas during daylight hours, and et night over selected
bottlenecks in the road systeme, = This was generally

- concentrated over roads leading to western and northern

Sicilye Very little movement was seen.  The 111th
Observation uquadron flew 36 sorties by day and 52 night
reconnaissance sorties were completed, At the same time
fighter-bombers from Tunisia attacked road movements north
and west of the line Vizzini - Caltagirone - Canicatti -
Agrigento to prevent daylight movement of supplies and
reservess The 31st Fighter Group and the 111th Observation
Squadron arrived .on Ponte Olivo landihg ground in accordance
with the planned programmes '

On: the next two days {4th and .15th there was very
little enemy air -activity, ‘and on the 16th the 33rd Fighter
Group landed at Licata, two days in advance of the
programmes That night the airfields at Licata and Ponte
Olivo were attacked on a small scale by enemy aircraft

‘dropping high explosive and anti-personnel bombs. Very

little demage resulted. -
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The Alr Effort 10.to 16 July (inclusive) .

The Strategic Air Force flew 1,720 bomber sorties of
which 1,031 were ageinst enemy pos:.t:.ons and lines of

. cozmnunlcatlons, end 827 fighter sorties of which 524 were

on bomber escorts

The Tactical Air Force flew 768 bomber sorties of
which 510 were against enemy positions and lines of communice-

- tion; and 7,036 fighter and fighter-bomber sorties, of which

270 were by fighter bomberse. 4,877 fighter sorties by

day and 216 fighter sorties by night were flown from Malta,
Effort before the invasion was concentrated on airfields

and landing grounds, but af'ter the landings it was immediately
switched to enemy positions and Le of G,

During the same period fighters of the Coastal Air
Force flew 1,205 sorties on convoy escort, 307 on defence
patrol, 47 on Air/Sea rescue, one sortie on sea recce and
two on enti-submarine hunts - a total of 1,562 fighter
sortiess Coastal=type aircraft also f'lew 487 sorties, of
which 203 were anti-submarine hunts and shipping strikes,

. 124 convoy escort, :74 recomnaissanee and 86 Air/Sea rescues
- Night-fighter strength had now been augmented by Nos.lm;. and

o 415 Beaufighter Squadronse.

(90918)70

Mueh valuable work was. acconpl:.shed durmg the week

'. . by recoe squadrons; NeAeTeAeFe Spitfires, NeheSeheF.

Mastangs from North Africa, PeRe.Us Spitfires end GeR.

- Wellingtons and Baltimores all playing a vital part in

building up the daily picture of enemy activity., A total
of 315 sorties were flown., Air/Sea rescue craft searched
continually for missing, aircrewss '

Serviceab:.lity over the Week

A Service~-
Type,‘of Aircra:f't Sor ties BEffective ability
} - Percentage
Heavy bombers - . W43 . 75.00 -
bledium bombers : 1,688 84,12
Light bombers '357 78,00
Pighter-bombers 1,320 69,14
Fighters 2,742 77,46

Pigures exclude 335 non-e*‘fect::.ve bomber sortiess In

addition to the above, 5,093 fighter sorties and 270 fightere
bomber sorties were flown from lialta, -

. Bomb Tonnage Dropped

During the week 10 = 16 July a total load of k530,25

" tons was dropped on eneny objectives in this theatrés

Review of position at end -of first week

At the end of the first week of land fighting Allied
Forces were occupying: approximately one-third of Sicily;
the south-east portion of the islend. alohg.a general line of

'the Gornalunga River - P:.azza. Armerina - Canicetti -

Agrigento.
Tt is worth at this sﬁégé .exan'aining how closely

operations compared with the Air Plan, a plan in which the
following assumptions were madei=
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(2) Thet the airfields Comiso, Ponte .Olivo, Biscari and
Pachino would be captured or denied to the enemy
by D plus 1; enabling on D plus 2 heavier scale
attack against serodromes still occupied.

(b) That, inter alia, bombing.action would prevent
reinforcement of Sicily and movement of Torces
from west to east across the island.

(c) That by 14 July the use of Catania and Gerbini
- airfields should be effectively denied the enemy,

(d) That by 16 July Catania and Cerbini might be in
our hands and ready to receive aircraft on that
day or the day after. When this stage had been
reached air superiority over the battle area should

be assured, :

(e) The western airfields of Sciacca, Castelvetrano,
Milo, Chinisia/Borizzo and Boccadifalco may be
occupied by 24 July if things go well,

The airfield at Comiso was occupied on the night of
11th (D plus one); Ponte Olivo and Biscari on 12th éh plus two) ;
Pachino by noon of D-Day, All these airfields were
serviceable except Biscari by 13 July (D plus three). The
important centres of Caltanissetta, Canicatti, Agrigento,
Vallelunga, Enna, Barrafrancea, Piazza Armerina and Lercara

© Friddi, all on the main roads across the island, and

San Giovanni on the Italian mainland, an Axis point of
embarkation for reinforcement were heavily bombed. The
airfields at Catania and Gerbini suffered continuous attack
and were untenable to the enemy by 14 July (D plus four),

Ground forces, however, failed to cut the north coast
road, and the first of the inland roads, and along these,
despite the light end fighter bomber effort by N.A.T.A,F.,
the Axis were able to redistribute their forces and
reinforce the Mt, Etna area from the north and north-west,

In consequence of this, the envisaged possibility of the fall
of Messine before Palermo did not materialise, As the
result of the withdrawals from the west side of the island
and the power of the air attack, U.,S., Forces rapidly took
over Sciacca, Castelvetrano, Marsala, Trapini and Palermo,

An enemy view of the situation in Sicily

On 15 July Colonel von Bonin was appointed Chief of
General Staff of the fourteenth Panzer Corps and was
interviewed by the then Chief of the Armed Forces Operations
Staff', Generaloberst Jodl. The latter gave an appreciation
of the gituation in Italy and the following orders for
General Hube, the Commander of the XIV Panzer Corps:-

'In view of the great numerical superiority of

the Anglo-American forces, and especially in view of
the great difficulties of supplying even the relatively
small German force on Sicily (chief causes of difficulty
being the small capacity and the vulnerability of

" railroads in southern Italy, the insecurity of sea

. transport, and the possibility of a blockade of the

. Strait of Messina), it is not to be contemplated that
we can continue to hold the island, It is, however,
important to fight a delaying action and gain further
time for stabilising the situation on the mainland,
The vital factor, however, is under no circumstances %o
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suffer the loss of our three Germen divisions. At the
very m:".nixm.lm, our valuable humen material must be
saved,

Colonel von. Bonin reported on 17 July to General Hube at
hies tactical headquarters which were situated on the north
slopes of Mount Etna, between Randazzo and Linguaglossa.

The situation at that time was: the Germans had succeeded in
establishing a ‘continuous defensive front between Mount Etna
and the coast south of Catania, This front was at the time
quiescent after heavy fighting in which both sides had
incurred severe losses, Their .chief concern was whether they
could get the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division across the
Streit of Messina in time to fill the gep which existed
between the westernh flank of their line and the north coest
of the island at Sen Stefano, This was accomplished
successfully, contrary to all expectations, and without
opposition, in the next few days.

~ The Germens next move was to withdrew their anti-aircraft
and supply troops from the Palermo aree and install them in
safety in the east of the island., All thet remained of the
5th Itelian Division, still meny thousands of troops, were
concentrated in the north~east extremity of Sicily and
organised as well as they could be in large tented camps far
behind the front.

In contrast to the situstion on the ground, the position
in the air was quite hopeless, The Allied air forces had
‘complete mastery. of the air, There was no tactical or
strategicul support of Axis ground troops, with the exception
of a few night ettacks sgeinst Sicilian harbours held by the
Allies, . The destruction which the Colonel hed seen on
airfields in southern I%aly convinced him thet the Axis Air
Force hed ceased to exist, and that the battle in Sicily
would have to be fought without any air support. There was,

"however, a strong force of unti-asircraft artillery, about

thirty heavy batteries, and these Wwere concentrated for the

~defence of the Strait of Messinea, The Axis were chiefly
“concerned as to whether they could keep the Strait open as

thelr life-line, and thereby assure, in the first place,
their supplies, and later the withdrewal to the mainland,
Apart from the danger of air attack, there was the enormous
peril of a blockade of the Strait by en Allied fleet, or of

army landing with naval protection,

.The only two batteries of heavy.artillery on the island

‘were moved over to the mesinland, and ‘deployed on both sides of

San Giovanni, to protect the ferry route against Allied

- vessels, These two batteries, which had only a small supply

of smmmition, were, up to the end of the battle in Slcily,

_ the only (and very questionable) protection the Axis had
' against action by the Allied navy, There were no coastal

batteries in Italy which could be used and the Italian navy

" had refused to ley minefields, so that there was wvirtually no

defence against action by the Allied warships.

The Germsns began to evacuate the island, without the
knowledge of the Italians, and orders were given to protect
the remaining coest in the triangle Catania, Messina,

Sen St¢efano, at least in the most importent points, end %o
Porm counter=-sttack reserves in the rear areas of both

lendings.

_flanking divisions to minimize the denger of possible Alllied
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Allied change of plan

On 16 July, the Fifteenth Army Group had directed that
the Eighth Army were to drive the enemy into the Messina
peninsula by an advance on three main axes: northward alcng
the coast from Catenia; eastwerds via Leonforte-Regalbu’o-
Adrano; and north-~east vie Nicosia~Troina-Randazzo; the
latter two encircling Mount Etna from the west., The
Seventh Army were to protect the rear of the Eighth Army as it
pivoted north-west, in two phases, first establishing a secure
base with one division in the area Villarosa-Enna-
Caltanissetta, and second thrusting north to hold road
Junctions at Petralia and south of Resuttano,

By the time the directive had been issued the Seventh
Army's advance towards its initial objective had been swifter
than had been anticipated, and the directive was changed by
fixing the Seventh Army to 'drive rapidly to the north-west
and north, caepture Palermo, end split the enemy's forces.!

On the following day the Fifteenth Army Group sent the
following message to the Seventh Army: -

'On capture of Petralia you will take advantage
of the situation by pushing north a detachment to cut
the coast road thereby splitting the island in two,
As soon as you are established on the general line
Campofelice-Petralia-Caterina-Caltanissetta-Agrigento
you will advance westwards to mop up the western half
of Sicily but this operation must not be started
before you are ready to operate from a second base
as given above,?

By 20 July, Eighth Army progress in the Catania plain
had been virtually stopped, and from 21 July to 4 August it
was at a standstill,
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CHAPTER Y4

THE AI.LIES' FIRST CONQUEST

Rapid progress of' the American Seventh Army

By 14 July the Seventh Army had taken 43,000 prisoners and
the enemy had suffered. 1,400 .casualties, dead and wounded, had
1ost 85 aircraft captured, and 67 guns larger than 75 mlll-.
metre calibre captured and destroyed.as well as 29 tanks of
Giffering types. IMany of the Italian prisoners expressed
great bitterness towards the Germans, whom they accused of
sacrificing Italians to cover their own withdrawals.s On one
occasion the Germans had withdrawn before the Italians and
had mined the roads as they went, trapping the Italians between
the Americans on their front and the minefields in their rear.

Theﬁew directive , received by the Seventh Army on the

) 18th, called for the envelopment of the Palermo area and this

movement ‘gathered headway on’ the 19th against only light enemy

oppositions On the 22nd a co-ordinated attack on the city

had been planned but no resistance materialised and at 2000
hours that evening the tity of Palermo surrendered. On

28 July, the first cargo ship arrived for unloading in the
harbour and work was underway on the removal of sunken hulks,
After the fall of Palermo, it was discovered that the standard
gauge railway between Palermo and Messina was in good condi-
tion as far as Termini and that a considerable amount of
rolling stock was available,~ “ On the 29th the first train was
bpe*'ated between Palermo and Cefalu, This enabled the main

i supply line for the Seventh Arlny to be shifted from southern
‘ports to Palermo.

‘About this time the first“reports 'bf' the downfall of
Mussolini and the succession of Badoglio begen to circulate
and gave the Allies in Sicily the satisfaction of lmowing that
their assault on the island had already brought about the first
crack in the Axis political structure, °~ That Mussolini and
the. Fascists had little support had been eloguently demon-
strated many times during the campaigne Almost without
exception, senior officers of the Italian forces, after being

.. captured, had shown little hesitation in voicing their disgust

for Mussolini and his government; and the civilian populations
of the captured towns had everywhere greeted the Americans as

. 1liberators.

The enemy béga.n to withdraw to the Troina=-San Fratello
line and the Seventh Army took up its position west of
San Stefano to Nicosia and prepared to attack eastward. On

" . the 31st a directive was issued that the Seventh Army were to

attack eastward along the north coastal road, the road from
Nicosia to Randazzo, and thence north-east on Messina to drive

't'he enemy‘out of the peninsulas

;Enemy Air Effort

'In:the last week of July the enemy air effort was8 on a

- small ‘scale ‘and ‘directed, by night; at the Allied bases in
' - ‘Sicily. Oh the night 21.,/25th Ju, 88's bombed Augusta and
' Byracuse. Two of the raiders were shot down in flames by
- . Beaufighters of No.600 Squadron operating from Maltas The

enemy became 1ncreas:mgly aware of the shipping concentrations

“in ‘Malta harbours ‘and on the night 19/20th more than 25 Ju.88's

and He.111's from the ViterbofPratica di Mare area operated

‘over the Grand harbour, probably engaged in laying mines,

The second big night raid occurred on the night 25/26th when
SEGRET‘
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another 25 aircraft of the same types tried to bomb shipping
lying off the Grand Harbouri, But the losses inflicted on
their aircraft by the night fighters and anti-aircraf't fire
were 8ufficiernt to deter them from f‘urther attacks,

On the 30th 36 Xi ttyhawks of the 325th Fighter Group
(N.AeSeA.F,) encountered-about 30 Me,109's joined later by
MeCe202's, over Sardiniae. A thirty minute running fight

- - ensued and at the end the Allied fighters claimed 21 Me.109's
and e NoCe202 destroyed and three more Me,109's probably,

destroyed for the loss of one Kittyhawk.

. Changed .AJ.I‘ Plans

As a result of‘ the F:Lf'teenth Army G-roup 8 change of plan
Headquarters of the Tactical Air FOrce issued a fresh direcw
tive to its subordinate commands, Desert Air Farce, XII Air
Support Cominand and .the Tactical Bomber Forces  As before
the XIT Air ‘Support Conimand was to operate in support of the

- Seventh Army end the Desert Air Force in support of the

Eighth Army, but should the development of the situation
necessitate a concentrétion of air effort these formations
were to be mutually supporting. The"Tactical Bomber Force
was. to. provide light and medium bamber support on either
séctor by da.y and as the final attack was likely to be
undertaken in the dark’ per:.od n:.ght operatlone were to be
very restricteds = °

The main tasks for the air. forces would Be the interrup-
tion of the enemy supply traffic by sea, road and to a limited
extent by rail, .direct support to assist the advance of the
ground forces, and fighter protection by day and night over
forward elements, the main ports of supply and shipping in the
area of the east coast of Sicilys Within the restricted
latter area, close co-ordination of air support would be
essent:.al and was: 1o be undertaken on the following basis:-

Qperat:.oml Are a.s‘

- Desert Air Force wa.é to operate against shipping in the
Strait of Messina and movement on the coastal road from Messina
to Catania and Catania - Randazzo - Fiumefreddo and within the

 area bounded by and adjoining these routes. . XII Air Support

Command was to operate against enemy movement on the northern
coastal road from -Messina to San Fratello end en the rout-:s
Capo 4' Orlando - Randazzo, Nicosia = Randazzo, and in the
areas ad.}om:mg these routes,. .

Tactical bomber .a8sistance

The Tactical Bomber Force based in Yalts (Nose232 and
3(SsAcA.F.) Wings and Hoe47 Group) was to be available on call
by the Desert Air Force and was to be requested through the
Advenced Tactical Bomber Force in lialta through the forward
bamber caontrol with Desert Air Force Headquarters, . The
remainder of the Tactical Bomber Force, viz, Nose12 and 340
Groups and No. 326 Wing then located on the mainland and moving
in the near future to bases in Sicily, was to be on call by
the XII A:Lr Support Command and was to be requested through
the Rear Heqdquarters .of the Tactical Bomber Force by the for-
ward bomber .control with XII Air. Support Commands Requests
for Tactical Bomber support were to ‘'state the place and time
of rendezvous with the fighter escorte The Air Officer
Commanding the Tactica.l Bamber Force was to arrange the mutual
reinforcement of bomber effort from Malte or fram the main- '
land to meet requests for tactical bomber assistence as :
required, The Commanding General XII Air Support Command was
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empowered to divert such air effort from this task as he

considered necessary to meet the requirements of the Seventh
Army to-assist the conquest of Western Sicily.

Communication Difficulties

The main wireless station in Tunis was at Hammamet along-
side TeAsF, Headquarters but it formed the commmidation
centre also for the Air Commend Post at La Marsa, Tactical
Bomber Force at Labuel and Rear HoQ. XII Air Support Cormand

‘at Korba, signals being relayed by landline to these forma=-

tions, To ease the resulting congestion and delay, the move

of TsAsFe to Sicily at the earliest possible moment -vas

desirable, and attempts to establish another W/T Station on
the igland were made. '

No shipping was available but on 25 July, the Air Staff
being anxious to proceed to Sicily at the earliest possible
moment, gave instructions for an attempt to be made to fly a
skeleton wireless station into the 'island, The attempt was
made next day when a party complete with equipment were flown
into Cassibile by four DeCe3 aircraft of No.216 Groupe It

was not until the evening of 6 August that the main wireless
-station for the advanced headquarters was complete and in

operation, but while good commmication was established with
Hammamet and Malta reliable contact with forward elements was
for sometime impossible,

The landlines in Sieily were in very poor condition, but
eventually communication was established between the advanced
headquarters of the Desert Air Force and Lentini aend with that
of the Tactical Bomber Force at Comisce It was, however,
found impossible to establish any contact with XII Air Support
Command headquarters at Palermo, Delay had also occurred in
the establishment of wireless communications by the advanced
headquarters of the Desert Air Force when they arrived in
Sicily for a number of reasons, Firstly the equipment was
provided from the United Kingdom, and was to have been off=
loaded in Catania on D plus fourteens As Catania had not
fallen by that date the equipment remained in the convoy which
wa.s held in readiness at Malta,

Secondly it had been planned ihat the advanced Desert Air
Force should make use of No,211 Group's equipment sited at
Pachinos As, however, the Eighth Army had moved forward
from P.cixino to Lentini on D plus seven this arrangement mis-
carriede Fortunately the Chief Signals Officer of the Desert
Air Force, anticipating difficulties, had made arrangements
with the Middle East Command for the provision of 12 reserve
chamnels, together with personnel, to be held in readiness,
Zight of these chamnels were ferried over from Malta and were
established at Lentini in times The site chosen at Lentini
proved extremely unsuitable for the purpose, being situated on
the northern slopes of a mountain and being inaccessible for
wireless wvehicles,

The great difficulty with which XII Air Support Command
had to contend was that while their Communications Officer
had been engaged in the detailed planning of operation Husky
at Mostageanem, their units were at the same time conducting
operations against Pantelleria from the Cap Bon area.
Furthermore, certain items of signal equipment belonging to
XII Air Support Command, together with the persomnel to operate
them, had been detached from the Command for duty in Pantelleria
after it had been occupied, Thus the Command was forced to
conduct operation Husky without.these resourcese
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The only link between XII Air Support Command advanced
headquarters in the early phases of the campaign had been a
radio net joined by Pantelleria - UsSeSe Monrovia - Malfa, and
this had been very overloadeds All their operations through~ A%

it had been found impossible to provide them with telephone
lines communicating with the Desert or Tactical Air Force
Headquarterse

. On 21 Juiy, XII Air Support Command Rear Headquarters
arrived from Korba and took charge of the operations. Owing
to the distance of the headquarters from the airfields and the

‘@ifficulties /of communications, the actual operational control

AH, B,/IIJs/eo

" was taken over by the Third Air Defence Wing which was located

at Gela, Instructions for the following day's sorties were
dispatched daily from the Command headquarters to the wing. ’%}
Direct control over the 318t Fighter Group was assumed by the —

" Command on 27 July when its 307th Squadron moved to Palermos

Von Bonin'
(AoHoBo 6. "R..1 56) '

By 1 August the whole of the 318t Group had been established
at Terminis -

. The task of the Air Commanders in Sicily was made more
difficult because of the lack of proper communication facili-
ties, but this was inevitable in the circumstances then
existing in ‘the island, The Germans on the other hand, had
a better arrangement, a then very modern radio-telephony
installation operated from Mount Etna, - With this apparatus
they could speak.to their Army Group Headquarters in Frascati,
near Rome, or to their Corps headquarters in Sicilys  They

“had no telephones, but ordinary signals communications
existeds ‘ ‘ o T

. Operations by the Coastal Air Force

OoRoBo . :
NeAe CaleFs -
July 1943,

(90918) 78

During the first days of the month of July 1943, Coastal
aircraft had been employed in convoy escort work, nor did
this escort work slacken, when the invasion of Sicily begans

. Supplies had still to be carried in a shuttle service along
.the north-west African coaste U=boats, though present,

maintained a cautious policy, having a healthy respect for
attacks from land based aircraft; but they managed to torpedo
and sink three Allied ships in the first week of Julys In
the following week two more empty westbound ships were also
torpedoed, though neither sank and both were towed safely

to harbour, ,

Reconnaissance aircraft continued to report on enemy
shipping movements, their patrols extending in the Tyrrhenian
‘Sea as far north as Toulon, and as far west as the coasts of
Corsica and Sardinias These sightings became of increasing
importance as there was now a powerful air striking force in -
North Africa able to follow up the sightings and inflict “
severe damage on enemy shipping, The striking forces of '
torpedo and anti-flak Beaufighters by day and torpedo and
bomber Wellingtons by night were most successful; their best
period being between the nights 10 - 14 July, when a series
of almost continuous attacks brought enemy shipping virtually
to a standstill, It was estimated that 11 merchant ships,
totalling some 50,000 tons were sunk or damageds Four
destroyers and a mine-sweeping trawler were also damaged and

two enemy aircraft destroyeds Allied losses during this

period were seven strike aircraft, . Towards the end of the
month when enemy shipping activity again increased additiomal
enemy losses were incurred, : :
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As the war was' carried further into enemy territorial
waters, the Air/Sea Rescue Service had additional work thrown
upon ite By 31 July the numbers of live rescues effected
from the Bizerta area alone had risen to seventy-four,
Catalinas and Sunderlands alsc took part in long range rescue
operations over the sea off Naples and even Sardiniae

On 18 July a Sunderland of Nos230 Squadron (No.242 Group)

' searched for and found in the moonlight a dinghy containing
‘a number of airmen about sixty-five miles south-west of Naples.

Flares were dropped preparatory to landing, but the aircraft

" was driven off by a number of Ju.88'se A second Sunderland

went out at first light and located the dinghy and rescued
8ix members of a Marauder crews A third Sunderland with

16 Lightnings of the Strategic Air Force as escort making a
search 20 miles south-west of Naples sighted an empty dinghy,
the occupants of which had just been rescued by an enemy
launche The escort encountered 15 Ju,52's and claimed to
have destroyed them all without loas.

Wellingtons, Walrus, and high speed launches were also

" employed in this search and at the end of the day had rescued

one man and picked up a dead body.

Adr Eff‘orf for the week ending 23 July

The Air effort during this period was concentrated almost
entirely on measures calculated to break the enemy resistance
at Catania, Spitfires continuously swept the Catania area
and, in north and west Sicily, liustangs concentrated cn
smashing enemy reinforcement columns moving to the latter zone,
While Mitchells raided the capital itself heavy bombers sus=
tained a continual assault by day and night against every
Itelian rail and road centre and airfields essential for
supplying the island with fresh equipment and persomnel. It
was a determined policy which did not produce spectanular
results but proved, in a few days to be completely successful,
By the end of the following week the tide had turned and it was
clear that the enemy was reduced to fighting a desperate rear-
guard actions

Rome banmbed

On the morning of 19 July the Allies bombed Rome with a
force consisting of 158 Fortresses and large formations of the
Ninth (UsS.) Air Force. More than 366 tons of 500 1b. bonbs
were dropped in 43 minutes, Crews had been briefed to
attack only military targets and little damage was camsed in
the town itself, - But the Lorenzo rail yards, engine houses,
and large sheds in the main freight depot were damaged
severelye At Littorio railway centre damage was done to the
marshalling yards and rolling stocke All the aircraft
employed returned in safety after having been attacked by a
total of nine enemy aircraft,

On the same afternoon 216 Mitchells and 105 Marauders
escorted by Lightnings bombed the airfield at Ciampino,
dropping sticks of bombs across the centre of the airfield
and on the dispersal arease Large fires were started in
hangars and other buildingse Heavy 'flek' was encountered
and of the 20 enemy fighters which attempted interception,
four were claimed as destroyeds The Allied losses were con-
fined to one Mitchell and one Marauder.
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After the raid on Rome the five Liberator Groups of the
Ninth Air Force (U,S.) based in Cyrenaica which had hitherto
been assisting the Strategic Air Force in many of its opera-
tions, were withdrawn from participation in Husky and began to
train for a low level attack on the Ploesti oil refineriess
The Strategic Air Force, however, continued its attacks against
communication targets in southern Italy, On 22 July 71
Fortresses of .the 97th and 99th Bombardment Group raided
Foggia, 48 liitchells bombed Battipaglia and 52 Marauders
attacked Salernce The railway traffic through all three
places was seriously interrupted as a result of these attacks,

From the 17th to the 23rd the Strategic Air Force attacked

_airfields in southern Italy. The greater part of the Axis

bomber force was at this time based at Foggia, with small
detachments at Grottaglie, San Pancrazio, Viterbo and Ciampino.
Most of their fighter bouwbers and single-engined fighters

were located in the southern part of Italy, while the twin-
engined fighters were stationed in the Naples areas In
addition to the attacks on the Littorio and Ciampino airfields
in comection with the attack on Lome, the Strategic Air Force
raided Pomigliano, lontecorvino, Aquino and Capodichino in

' the Naples area, Vibo Valentia, Crotone,Leverano and Grosseto.

The effect of these attacks was to reduce the Axis air strength
in the central Hediterranean and deprive their land forces of
effective air support in Sicilye :

' The Light Bomber Squadrons move to Malta

Ops. Husky |

Malta -
A HoBo/1135/
101/5

A HoBo/11J5/54/1

The light bomber squadrons of the Tactical Bomber Force

. arrived in Malta from North Africa on the following dates:-

20 July Nose55 - 223 Squadrons (Baltimore)

29 " " 42 & 24 (B(.)Btoﬁ) and 21 (Baltimore)
All SeAsfeF, units.

25 " " @, 85, 86 & 97 (Boston) UsSeAsA.F.

The advencing Eighth Army had been temporarily checked
before Catania and it was important that the enemy's communi-
cations should be attacked to prevent him from receiving
reinforcements, While the Navy was shelling the coast road
east of lount Etna the Allied light bomber squadrons were given
the . task of closing the only other road to Catania which ran
round Mount Etna to the west, For five days Baltimores and
Bostons attacked enemy positions in the Paterno, Troina,
Randazzo area and, after going further afield to attack
harbour installations at lillazzo for a few days, returned to

‘the area west of Catania just before the Eighth Army launched

The Sicilian
Campaign. ,
Report 14 o
Hist. Sect(GeS.)
Ganadian Army

HoQo
(AeHeBo 6, -Re 176)

(90918)80

its attacke To the fall of Catania on 5 August the one
thousand sorties flown by these bombers appear to have made
no small contribution. '

The enemy, however, do not seem to have been much

_impresseds 4 report by the Headquarters of the
Hermarin Goering Panzer Division dated 24 August 1945 contains

the following criticisms:-

'The enemy Air Force had complete air supremacy, the damage
done however is in no relation to the magnitude of the
force committeds Only on a few days did the enemy use
the air force like the Russians in support of the ground
"forces as close support airplanes, The enemy confined
his low-level attacks to vehicle traffic on the supply
routes, and used massed high altitude bombing for the
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destructn.on of 100&1.!.1':165 and the harassing of supply
traffice With the low-level ‘attacks the enemy had a
(f\ . certain .amount of muccess because where there were no
' anti-aircreft defences he put columns and single vehicles
on fire., However, his low flylng airplanes ere exceed-
-ingly sensitive to anti-aircraft flre.

The only result the enemy obta:n.ned with the high
altitude bombing was the complete destruction of numerous
localitiess In no case did he succeed in causing a
prolonged hlocking of the roadss Even after Randazzo
had been attacked 21 times in one day with waves of 12
planes, it was possible to re-open this through traffic
- af'ter only four hourse To be sure in this particular
W' ' case special forces (including engineers) had been held
in readiness for the purpose,!

No.24) Wing - - ' ‘No.22d+ Wing (Spitfire) which escorted the bombers on

O.ReBe some of these raids were.also critical of their performance.
Noe1 SeAsAJF. Squadron flew to Palazzolo on 27 July to rendez—
vous with the Bostons, which appointment was meticulously kept
and then disrupted by the Bostons streaking off southwards,
their subsequent explanatlon being that they did not see the
escorte

. - In the afternoon the other squadrons of the wing escorted
Bostons to. Milazzo, ‘where the bombing appeared to be somewhat .
inaccurate'. Again on 30 July it is recorded ‘on one bomber
show Noe1 S.4.A.F. were considerably mystified by the antics

of the Bostons which were supposed to .be attacking gun positions
After making a oircuit above cloud they flew back to Lentini,
one laggard straggling half a mile behind, The Bostons
returned to the target area where the laggard appeared to jetti-
.son his bombs, the others not doing a thing.!

No.21+1+ Wing An entry in the Operations Record Book of this Wing

OsReBe 31 July - dated 31 July shows that the fighter pilots were dis-
appointed with the course of events in Sicily = ‘the Sicilian
campaign has been the reverse of our anticipations. We
expected the Hun to come out of his leir in droves, but though
when we were in Malta there were enticing stories of formations
of forty plus lurking at a judicious distance from the opera-
tions we covered and the sweeps we did, in the main he just

- refused to play. The conclusion is that for us the campaign
was more or less over before we started, . So excellently timed
and so. devastating were the attacks we carried out on his

- landing grounds that any enemy aircraft on Sicily which were
not grounded for the duration at the time the invasion started,

. - were obliged to scuttle off to safer retreats on the mainland,

r ) which for® the most part put them out of range.!

' The record goes on to explain that although the Wing had
. flown over 3,000 sorties since it beécame operational in Malta
only 131 enemy aircraft had been intercepted and of these 11
had been destroyed and 15 damaged. Enemy formations had
avoided fighting whenever possiblee

* The Enemy situation in Sicily at the end of July 1943,

von Bonin The position of the Axis forces at the end of July in
e‘ (AcHoBe6-Re156) . Sicily was very criticals =~ Colonel von Bonin later wrote that
" he was compelled again and agein.to extend the west flank to
maintain contact between his Panzer divisions to avoid the
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danger of a wide gap in the front which once opened could

. never be closeds But the British had, by the beginning of

August won considerable ground in the area south-west of
Mount Etna, end American forces in their thrust towards Nicosia

- and Troina had made slow but. steady progress and here too the

axis f'orces had lost grounds

'During this per:.od, .the enemy air force had remained
always actives In the heavy engagements sesesecsss.o it gave

- the Allied divisions effective and immediate supporte On
_the other hand, the effect.of enemy air attacks which con-
. tinued day and night without ceaseé on the Strait of Messina

had surprisingly.little effect, The writer cammot remember
ever once to have received a report of any noteworihy interrup-
tion of the ferry service caused by enemy air attacke Much
more trouble was caused us by the ‘gradually increasing des-
truction of roads and railways in’ south and central Italy by
attacks from heavy bombers, . The flow of supplies began to

dry up, and our supply situation on the island little by little
became criticals! At the beginning of August it was decided..
to make all pre;parat:.on for the evacuation of the island
'moving German,. and if posslble Ital:n.an, troops to the

: mainland. !

The Battle at Catama

South of the town of" Gatania fa.erce f:Lght:mg continued,
but in spite of the strongly defended positions held by the

- enemy in this secfor heavy casualties were inflicted on his

forcess The Hermann Goering Division was now holding on
while the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division came eastwards to
form up on his right flanks Even heavier fighting, however,
took‘ place on: the central front to the west of Cata.n:a.

‘The 1st Infa.ntry Br:.gade (Ganadlan) ma.de steady headway
in the face of determined opposition on 21 and 22 July, but

.the Eighth Army engaged strong elements of the Panzer Grenadier

Division south-west of Agira and in the region of Leonfortes
The Germans here were fighting determinedly in order to keep
open the road ruming eastwards and in the hope of reinforcing
the north-eastern stronghold with Italians., Assoro south-

- east of Leonforte fell to the Canadian assault on 22nd, and on
-the following day Leonforte was captured,

- ‘The enany 8 15th Panzer Grenadier Dins:.on was now forced
to withdraw eastwards along the roads through Petralia, )
Nicosia, Troind and north and east of Leonforte and Nicosia
under -cover of heavy artillery fire and 'flak' to join up with

"the Hermann Goering Divisione The German units suffered

heavy casualties on this and the succeeding days at the hands
of our land. and air forces, Nicosiay ten miles north-east

of Leonforte, was captured on the 24th and in the face of
strong enemy opposition the Canadians, aided by Kittyhawk
bombers, pushed on towards Agira which was still in Axis hands.

_.The following day they fought their way astride the Agira road,

but during the evening were forced to withdraws During the
26th and 27th, however, the Canadians continued to maintain
pressure in. the Agira section supported by the air attacks on
the Regalbuto area and reached positions overlooking Agira on
three sidess On the 29th the town was captureds

Air Suppoz:f in the Battle Area

The air plan aimed at the isolation of the main Catania
position by the systemat:.c bombing and strafing of every line
of re:.nforcement. The rlng formed by Misterblanco, Pa‘l:erno,
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Adrano, Regalbuto, Troina, Cesaro, Bronte, Randazzo,
Fiumefreddo, Riposto and iAcireale were kept under constant

.attack and the comnecting roads were also constantly straffed.

Meanwhile attacks were to be continued on Catenia itself,

From 19/20 July to. the end of the month aircraft under
the control of the north~west African Tactical Air Force flew
a total of 8, medium, 705 light and 170 fighter bomber sorties
against the targets mentioned aboves, Meanwhile the Allied
fighters flew nearly a thousand sorties on offensive patrols
on all sectors of the battlefield, but no conclusive engage-.
ments .with enemy aircraft were reporteds The most consistent
effort was directed against Randazzo, the most important road
junction which connected the Axis positions in the north with
those of the east coaste During the 12 deys under review
attacks were made. by 43 medium, 46 light and 178 fighter-
bonbers on the town's bridges and roads in the vicinitye

The most successful raid of these sorties was that carried out

by 36 Po40's on 22 July when 40 enemy vehicles were claimed
as destroyed and 25 damageds Of almost equal consistency
were the attacks delivered on .the Troina area by 12 medium,
97 light and 135 fighter bombers; the bambers concentrated
on the town and main road Jjunction, and the fighter bombers
attacked targets on the Troins - Randazzo route, The most
intensive.attacks, however, were those made on Regalbuto on

- the 26th and 27th, while the Canadians were making their
-thrust in the Ag:.ra sectors On the 26th night bombers flew a

total of 212 sorties in attacks on Regalbuto, and these were
supplemented by 22 Kittyhawk bomber sorties,  Considerable
damage was done to the town and roads in the vicinitye On
the following day attacks were renewedby 82 more light bombers,
These attacks, followed by 82 light bombers and 11 fighter
bomber sorties on Centuripe farther east on 28 July,

- materially helped the thrust eastwards from Agira, Catania
itself was attacked by a total of 150 A-36's, Warhawks and

Kittyhawkse

Allied Forces Re—Groug

The Allied Forces now re-grouped for the final assault in
the southern Catania sector,- The enemy held strongly defended
positions which had been improved by wiring and digging and
the whole of the Germans' right flank was in difficult
mountainous country, easily defended and g1v1ng no scope for

. mobile tank warfare, - There were three main roeds only in
. north~east S:Lc:Lly along whlch large. scale Allied attacks could

be developed:-

(i that circling Mount Etna., :
(1i) the Catania and Messina coast rosd, and
- (iii) the. northern coastal road,

During the first few days of August Catania, the enemy's
centre .of resistance, showed signs of becoming untenable,
The fall of Catenanuova.on 29 July, and the capture of
Regelbuto four days later, threw the enemy back while on the
road Paterno - Adrano - Cesaro - San Fratello at the same time
providing the Eighth Army with excellent lateral commmications,
On 3 August preparations for the withdrawal of the

- Hermann Goering Division were reported and two days later

the land forces entered Catania at dawn without any enemy
oppos:LtJ.on. :

The J.ntens:Lve a::.r attacks on all approaches to Catania
had been continued in the early days of August and they hed
virtually isolated the positions During the first four days
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in August, in fact, attacks on targets in the Troina -
Raendazzo - Paterno triangle exceeded the 250 mark for medium
bomber sorties and nearly 400 for light and fighter bambers
respectively, In particular heavy attacks were delivered
on Adrano in support of the thrust from Regalbuto.

Change in the heavy bomber policy

On 1 August the A,0.Ce Tactical Air Force sent a
personal signal to the A.0.C, =-in-C saying :that he had ordered
attacks by fighter and fighter~bombers on.the roads and main-
land up to the Gulf of Policastro and acrosse In general
XII Air Support Command were to make attacks on the west and
the Desert Air Force on the east of the mainlands, The battle
area remained the first priority but he had told his forces
to regard the Strait as a non-existent barrier in their hunt
for mechanicel transport deep into enemy territorys He
considered that the Messina area 'flak' was now practically

- prohibitive for all aircraft except the heavy bomberse

The reply from the Advanced Air Command post the next
day stated that as the position stcod the heavy bombers would
not be supporting the Tactical Air Force in the Messina land

‘operations In view of the faot that the Tactical Air Force

had 19 light and medium bonber squadrons plus fighter-bomber
squadrons available it was considered these were sufficient
to deal with the land situation, with the exception possibly
of Messina itself owing to the heavy 'flak'’s But even this
target was not thought to be particularly suitable for heavy
bonberss The heavy ‘bonbers were required for another pur=-

.pose viz 'to punch.the Italian people with a view to forcing

them to bring pressure to bear upon Badoglio to sue for peace',
They would therefore be concentrated upon Rome and Naples for
the next four or five days with this cbject in view and bombers
from the United Kingdom wbuld attack cities in northern Italy
with a similar aim,

The Allies suspect the enemy's intention

. On 3 August 1943, Headquarters Fifteenth Army Group sent
a signal addressed to the Air Officer Commanding the
Mediterranean Air Command and to the Naval Commander-in-Chief
in the Mediterranean which ran as followa: ‘'Indications
suggest that Germans are making preparations for withdrawal to

. the mainland when this becomes necessary.. It is quite

possible he may start pulling out before front collapses.

We must te in a position to take immediate advantage of such a
situation by using full weight of Naval and Air Power. You
have no doubt co-ordinated plans to meet this contingency and

I for my part will watch situation most carefully so as to

let you know the right moment.to strike and this may come
upon us sooner than we expects!

On the same date the,Aii' Officer Commanding the Desert

© Air Force wrote a demi-official letter to the Air Officer

Commanding the Tactical Air Force in the same strain, 'I
suggest that it will need a cambined air and naval plan to
deal with it, something on the lines of the Tunisian affair
but of course, applied to the particular situation here, I
quite realise that we can do a lot with the air forces immedi-
ately available, but the exceptional 'flak! on both sides of
the Strait of Messina will need, I think the use of Fortresses
if we are to maintain contimuous air action to defeat an
attempt at evacuation, Presumebly the Navy will be able to
prevent sea movement at night, but here a.ga:m they may need
same help from us.®

SECRET




T. A Fo Ope.
Instruction
No. 16 .
6 August 1943
No A To AL Fy

0. Re B,
Appendix,

(90918)85

SECRET

81
To this Air Marshal Coningham replied the next day esees

!But the night.is ocur problem, and though the increasing
moon will help the air; only a positive physical barrier,
such as the navy can provide, would be effectives
The difficulties of operating naval surface forces in the
narrow part of the Strait is obvious and I do not see
how we can hope for the same proportion of success as
at - Cap Bon.' :

To provide measures for the situation as he saw it, the

 AsQ Gy TeAsFy issued fresh instructionse The enemy might be

expected to evacuate Sicily at any moment in the near future;
he might use at the outset any or all of the beaches from
Milazzo to Taormina; and at a later stage, the beaches from
Torre di Faro to Messina were likely to be the main evacua-
tion areas owing to the short channel crossing and the high
scale of anti-aircraft protection that could be given fram
thet restricted areas It was also expected that the enemy
would endeavour to carry out the bulk of his movement under
cover of darkness.

. It was estimated that the enemy air force would have
available 100 fighters and fighter-bombers which could operate
to cover the evacuation by day from the Crotone and Scalea
areas, and that 15 night fighters were based in the Naples
areas Additionally, approximately 100 long range bombers
were available in the Heel of Italy and the Foggia area which
could be used by day or night to assist the evacuations It
was probable that the bomber aircraft would operate mainly

at nighte ' :

The main requirement was to determine exactly when the
enemy evacuation began and both local Air Commanders were

 instructed to initiate daily reconnaissance with the object
. in views  The Tactical Bamber Force Commander was to initiate

a plan for night reconnaissance in the area from Milazzo to -
Taorminas Wellingtons of the Strategic Air Force would
attack Messina and the barge anchorages to the north of that:
town on the nights 5 to 8 August, These attacks would be
continued if indications showed that the target justified it
By day Fortress formations would be diverted from objectives’
in southern Italy to attack Messina by the Air Commander-in-
Chief occasionallys The Strategic Air Force medium bomber
groups would attack landing grounds in the Crotone and Scalea
areas when photographic reconnaissance showed that a profit-
able target was presenteds Lightnings were being allocated
for the attack of movement in the Toe of Italye

As soon as the evecuation areas were discovered action
would be taken. The Desert Air Force, XII Air Support
Command. and the: Tactical Bomber Force would attack all move-
ment to evacuation points and concentrations of troops in
evacuation areas. Attacks were to be extended to the land-
ing area on the eastern side of the Strait of Messina.
Additionally the Air Forces were to extend their operational

- areas to include any movement in the Toe of Italy. At night

the Tactical Bomber Force was to operate at maximum intensity

. Guring the evacuation periods - The Force was to attack the

evacuation areas at maximum strength shortly after last light
and uwp to 2300 hours, A similar second attack was to be :
made after Q400 hourss Normally Mitchell groups would be
employed on these attacks using aircraft of No,326 Wing as
pathfinderss The remainder of the Tactical Bomber Force was
to be employed against road movement in the Toe of Italy,
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The Strategic Air Force would, require 12 hours notice,

a8 a minimm, to operate against enemy evacuation targets,

This notice would be given by the headquarters of the Tactical
Air Force, As soon as this was given the following

'co-ordinated plan would be operateds At 0900 hours 72

Fortressed would attack the enbmy evacuation area, This
attack would be followed by.a prolonged fighter-borber attack
on the same area, = A secard Fertress attack would follow
approximately two hours afterwards and then a second fighterw
bomber attacks Later a medium bomber group would be held at
readiness to undertake a third bomber attack and would be
dispatched by the Strategic Air Force on request by the

Tactical Air Force, The Strategic Air Force were also to

arrange to continue the attacéks by medium groups on landing
grounds in the Crotone and Scalea areas and by Lightning
Groups against movement in the Toe of Italy,

The Progress of the Seventh Army

In the west the Sévehth Army wasA re-grouping and moving

“east in the north coastal sector where it shortly encountered

the bulk of the 29th Panzer Grenadier Division, which had
arrived from the mainlands, The weight of this division began
to be felt in this sector after the capture of Castelbucno on
27 Julys On that day, the Canadians were forced to fall back
somewhat in the Regalbuto-Agira area as a result of heavy
counter-attacks by the enemy, ,

Encountering firm opposition from the Germans, besides
extensive demolitions and minefields, both the Americans and
the Canadians pushed forward steadily during the next week,

The Seventh Army took Nicosia on the 28th and continued on
towards Troinae  Canadians took Agira on the 28th, Catenanvova

on 29th, and were fighting in Regalbuto on 1 Auguste On the

next day the Eighth Army captured Centuripe and the Seventh
beat off a heavy counter—attack west of Troina, '

The battle of Troina

. The First Division of ﬁhe Seventh Army opened the attack
on Troina on 4 August with a 50 minute artillery and. air

‘preparation at 1645 hours, © Eight and a half artillery

batteries were firing on encmy positions, amd 72 Mustangs in
two waves of 36 aircraft, each carrying a 500 1b, bomb,

- dropped their loads on Troina's defenders. An infantry attack
. followed, but was beaten off by the Germans,

~ The battle continued, and on the 5th the Americans

" renewed the attacks YII Air Support Command provided direct
_. aid by sending three Mustang sorties ageinst defence positions.
In addition twelve Mitchells of the. 12th Bomberdment Group and
" 2} Baltimores of the Tactical Bomber Force bombed the town and

road targets in the vicinity respectively, On the 6th the
Americars tock the town and pushed one mile east where

" vigorous enerny resistance was again encountereds

The capture of Troina was one of the most significant
events of the campaigne - After this.defeat the Germans never
again sacrificed large numbsrs of troops to hold any position,
and their whole effort was bent.on iaking a.successful with-
drawal of a8 meny men as posgible from Sicily, It is
interesting to note that in this battle the enemy incurred
the heaviest casualties of the whole campaigne '
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From this point the campaign degenerated into an engineer-
ing problem, Italian formations were almost discounted, and
the problem of both Allied armies was to advance as fast as
posgible from delaying position to delaying position over
extensive and skilfully planned German demolition and
minefieldse

Formation of Task Force 88

On 28 July Vice Admiral Fewitt U.,S. Navy had created Task

- Force 88, under the command of Rear Admiral IeAs Davidson, in

order to 'support the eastward advance of the Seventh Army by
gunfire support and by effecting advance landings of military
units, ' The forces available were the three cruisers
Philadelphia, Savannah,Boise and some 14 destroyers, landing
and escort crafts During the advance of the Seventh Army

_along the north coastal road the greatest assistance was given

by these ships, whose gunfire, controlled by their own spotiing
aircraft, was directed against shore batteries and other
targets indicated by the Army.

After the battle of Troina, on 8 August, the Third
Division (U.S.) in conjunction with the Naval Task Force made
the first of three amphibious landings two miles east of
Saif ' Agata with the object of cutflanking the German posi-
tions at San Fratello which had stopped the advance along the
coastal road for four days,

Again on 11 August, German efforts to reform and
re-organise a defence system on the Capo d' Orlando-Naso line
were similarly frustrated by a second amphibious landing at
Broloe During the hours of darkness early on the morming
16 August, another amphibious landing was made, This had
been intended to beach east of Milazzo, but as the Seventh Army
had advanced so rapidly on shore, the landings were diverted
to the beaches north-west of Barcellona, which by that time
was behind the advanced echelons of the Seventh Army,

Admiral Hewitt claimed that the operations of this Task
Force were unique in naval history in that a combatant naval
force had operated for a period of 22 days from an unprotected
anchorage within easy bombing distance of enemy shore based
aircrafts During the operation more than 20 enemy aircraft
had been shot down, one 'F' lighter and two escort vessels,
had been sunk and several 'E' boats and escort vessels damaged,
The Island of Ustica and the Lipari Islends (a group of seven
islands) had been taken with 140 prisoners of war, their arms
and several valuable codes and ciphers,

He was not, however, satisfied with the air cover

| provided, 'The operations along the north coast of Sicily

were conducted within 200 miles of 15 enemy airfields, four of

-which were within 60 miles until the fall of Catania on

5 Auguste As a result, the ships and craft operating off the
north coast were, unt:l the middle of August, under repeated
bonbing and strafing attack by enemy aircraft, Due to the
inadequate air coverage provided for the naval operations, an
effort was made to limit the time the cruisers would be in the
gunfire support areas, To station these vessels in daylight
positions offshore, awaiting call by the Army, invited enemy
air actions The continuity of the air coverage provided was
inadequate to protect naval movements, and frequently enemy
attacks were pressed home without interception by our fighters,
The thin fighter cover provided was apparently due to an
inadequate number of aircraft being available to meet all

air requirements, Commmnications with fighter air coverage
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when present were not good; this is believed to be due largely
to lack of indoctrination in procedure and lack of experience
éon the part of both ship and air force personnel. Communica~
tions between naval commanders and the air force control
station were pcors This was asgrdavated by the fact that the
Air Support Command was not located at Corps Headquarters,
where requests for gunfire missions originateds This resulted
in loss of time in arranging for fighter cover and, on some
occasions, resulted in none being furnisheds If the XII Air
Support Commend had taken a more active part in the initial
planning of the campaign and had been less desirous of showing
its independence vis-a-vis the Army, ‘difficulties might have
been obviated, ' '

Colour is lent to this report by the fact that Palermo

' was thrice raided during this periods During the hours of

darkness on the moining of 1 August more than 25 Ju.88's and
Dos217's made p successful attack, rendering the best dock
unserviceable, destroying rations and petrol supplies s blowing
up an ammunition train, and sinking the British coaster
Uskide (2708 tons)s  Two United States minesweepers Strive
and Skill were also damageds Casualties were light, The
second attack was made on 4 August when more than 35 enemy
aircraft again bombed the dock area and airfield but with less

- success, although two United States destroyers(1) were damaged

and had to be towed to Malta for repairse On the first raid
seven enemy aircraft were claimed as destroyed and on the
second four.aircraft. A third attack was made in force on
the night of 6/7 August, but was met by night fighters and
broken up, very little damage resultinge -

Advent of Tactical Bomber Force

The headquarters of the Tactical Bomber Force were estab-
lished in Comiso cn 6 Augusts This formation had been handi-
capped during the Husky operations for the following reasons.
In the initial period the fighters had been fully committed
and were therefore only able to provide escorts for a limited
number of bomber raidse While the Force had been operating
from the mainlend only the Mitchell units had been able to
reach the eastern half of the island, as the other aircrafi
had insufficient.ranges The Force had been obliged to move
during the operation from North Africa to Sicily which had
caused a certain amount of disorganisation and No.326 Wing was
deficient in aircraft while the 340th Group was short of
aircrewss All these reasons prevented the efficient operation
of - the Tactical Bomber Force,

Strategic Air Force Bomber Operations

The Strategic Air Force also had to reduce the scale of
attack on Italian targets after the fall of Palermo because
its aircrews had become tired by a long succession of opera=
tions in very hot and trying weather. General Eisenhower had
asked for the temporary transfer of additional heavy bomber
units (Fortress) from the Eighth Air Force in the
United Kingdom to the Mediterranean theatre, but his request
had been referred to the Combined Chiefs of Staff and refused

by them on the grourds that these units could be more usefully

employed in operations from Britain,

(1) Shubrick and Mayrants
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In spite of these difficulties, the Strategic Air Force
continued its offensive against lines of communication and
airfields in Italy. The most important communication targets
attacked were, San Giovanni, Salerno, Paola,

Marina di Catanzaro, Battipaglia, Sapri and Naples on the
Tyrrhenian coast, and Rome and Bologna, Attacks were also
directed against airfields from which enemy aircraft might
reach Sicily and the Allied lines of communication in the
central Mediterranean; some of which included Scalea, Capua,
Montecorvino, Capodichino, Viterbo, Aquino, Grottaglie,
Pratica de Mare, Crotone, Grazzanise and Foggia. All these

" targets were situated in southern or central Italy. These

attacks met with little opposition either from fighters or
anti-aircraft fire,.

In addition to the work of the heavy and medium bombers,
Strategic Air Force Lightnings and Kittyhawks made extensive

. sweeps over Sardinia and the ‘Toe of Italy, Lightnings of

the 1st, 14th and 82nd Fighter Groups operated against targets
on the mainlands From the 8th to 17 August they raided the
enemy's evacuation route, bombing and shooting up trains,
motor transport, radar stations and bridges with impunity.

. On 13 August a second large scale attack was made on

the Littorio and Lorengzo marshalling yards in Rome. One
hundred and six Fortresses escorted by 45 Lightnings, 102
Marauders and 66 Mitchells escorted by 90 Lightnings - all from
the Strategic Air Force - dropped 500 tons of bombs on these

. ob jectives, Very e- %ensive damage was inflicted on the rail

system and on the ai 1ield at thtor:.o. The attacks were
opposed by 75 enemy fighters. © American losses were two

" . Marauders while: they claimed to have shot down five enemy

aircraft and five probebly destroyeds (1)

Bomber Command Attack on Italy

While 'chese attacks were belng made by the Strategic
Air Force by day, Bomber Command was raiding Italian cities
at nights .On 7, 12, 14 and 15 August a total of 880 aircraft
attacked Milan; on 7, 12 and 16 August a total of 355 aircraft
attacked Turin and on 7 August 72 aircraft attacked Genoa..(2)
On 16/17 August 127 Fortresses of the Eighth Air Force bonbed
Regensburg,(3)then flew on to North African bases., A week
later 44 of these aircraft returned to the Un:Lted Kingdom
bombing Bordeaux en route,

XII Air Support Commend in Sicily

The XII Air Support Command Headquarters had been estab~-

-lished with that of the Seventh Army, at Agrigento on 22 July

and had remained with that Headquarters throughout the campaign,
moving first to Palermo and then to San Stefanos On 24 July,
the Third Air Defence Wing assumed the function of XII Air

Support Command and conducted operations during the remainder

of the campaigne The 3rd Air Defence Wing was renamed the
64t} Fighter W:Lng on 12. August,

-

‘ §1) AyHeB. Narrative, 'The Italian Campa.lgh, Volume I,

2) A.H,B. Narrative, 'The R.A.F. in the Bembing
Offensive against Germany,' Volume V, Appendix 10,

(3) AcH.B, Narrative, 'The RoA.F. in the Bombing

Offensive against Germany', Volume V, Appendix 12,
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The order of battle of the Wing was as follows:-

L - Type of
g__n_':}'_'i : ) A 3 rcmi‘t B—-a-'_s-g
318t Fighter Group Spitfire Ponte Olivo
111th Reconnaissance
- Squadron Mustang Ponte Olivo
-33rd Fighter Group Warhawk - Licata
- 99th Fighter Squadron Kittyhawk Licata
¢~ 27th Bomb. Group~§D3 Mustang Gela East
-+ . 86th Bombs Group (D Mustang Gela West

The advanced opei'ations headquarters moved from Agrigento
to Termini on 28 July and from there controlled all aircraft
operating on the north coasts The 318t Fighter Group moved

“to ‘Termini on 27 July but remained under the operational

control of XII Air Support Command Headquarterss 4ll units,
except the 11th Tactical Reconnaissance.Squadron, were used
almost exclusively as fighter-bomberss The majority of

‘sorties were either against targets located by tactical

reconnaissance on the ground, or against enemy shipping which
had been sighteds In the absence of other suitable targets,
bomber sweeps over the roads of the north-eastern part of

* Siecily were flown, looking for targets of opportunity. All
- air support requests which could be flown with fighter-

bom'bers were accep teds

Notwithstanding the fact that most of‘ their air units had
had considerable fighting experience before the beginning of
the Sicilian campaign, there were several regrettable
incidents in which the ground forces were bombed and strafed
by their own aircraft.: For instance at 1345 hours on
4 August, twelve Mitchell bombers attacked the Second Devons
near Regalbuto and inflicted three casualtiess Another
attack was made on the same day at 1700 hours when twelve
United States fighters operated in a British Brigade area,

In return the ground troops frequently fired on friendly air-
craft and many losses occurred from this causes  There were
also difficulties with the supply of bombs, and with the
replacement of aircraft,

The Final Phase

The Junction of the armies

The fall of Centuripe to the Eighth Army may be said to
mark the beginning of the final phase of the campaign in
Sicilys It soon became apparent that the Germans were
trying to withdraw all-along the line from the east to the

" ~north coast, but their time~table had probably -been upset by
the ea.rly 1088 of the high ground a.rcund Centuripe. :

The fma.l phase of the canpaign began an 3 August, for -
by then the Seventh Army and the Eighth were fighting side by
sides The Seventh Army were attacking to pass Mount Etna
to the north, and the Eighth Army were attacking to pass it
to the south and easte On the Eighth Army front the Germans
were seen destroymg dumps: in the Gerbinl area in preparation
for falling back to the bridgehead position north of Cataniae
On the Seventh Army front stiff opposition was being offered
particularly in -the Troina area. On the following duy the
evaucation of Catania ‘had become apparent and the Eighth Army
were in the putskirts.of the citye .

SECRET




Ne fo To A Fy
Int/Opsum

Noe 1 20.

AsHoBo /1131/311/
L/5

(90918)91

SECRET

87
Enemy Withdrawal

By 7 August the enemy had been driven from Adrano to the
foot-hills of Mount Etna, To the south-east his line ran
through Nicolosi to a point on the coast midway between Catania
and Acireale; to the north-west he had withdrawn behind
Bronte to a line through Cesaro and up to the coast at
San Fratello, Five days later he had been driven out of
these positions, Riposto had been evacuated, and the Allies
were at the approaches to Randuzzo and Capo 4' Orlando. As
land and air forces hammered relentlessly at the retreating
armies Wellingtons of the Strategic Air Force (1) (78 dropped
150 tons of bombs on the night 7/8 alone) struck at the
evacuation beaches between Messina and Cape Peloro.

From then onwards to the fall of Messina on 16 August the
air effort consisted of heavy attacks against the retreating
ground forces, continuous day and night patrols, and the
strafing of Siebel ferries and other craft escaping across
the Strait to the mainland,

The importance of Randazzo

Randazzo was a particularly important objective as it
was the last road junction comecting the Axis positions in
the north with those on the east coast. With its fall the
enemy would be forced to divide and retire along the coast
roads to Messinas

On 7 August the Tactical Bamber Force flew 21 raids
against Randazzo by 107 Mitchells, 48 Baltimores, and 94
Bostons, the units engaged being the 12th, 47th and 340th
(UsSs ) Bomb Groups and Nos, 232 and 326 Royal Air Force Wingse
They dropped in all one thousand and seventy-six 250 1be bombs,
two hundred and ninety-three 100 1b, bombs, and one hundred
and ninety-nine 500 1b, bombs,s Many hits were observed on
buildingss Bombs also fell on the railway line and one large
fire started by the first wave of bombers was seen to be still

. burning at the end of the attacks, ‘'Flak' was intense, heavy

and accurate, Four aircraft were lost and 21 damaged by
anti-aircraft fire, - o

A% the same time 12 Bostons ( Nos326 Wing) bonbed Maletto,

. seven miles to the south-west with forty-eight 250 1be. bombs

and 80 Marauders made a concerted attack on the road bridge

"~ over the Alcantara River across which troops were withdrawing.

Mustangs and Kittyhawks continued to attack Cesaro and Randazzo
as the Allied troops advanced on these objectives while
Warhawks and Kittyhawks, returning from pounding the Messina
ferries, joined in and shot up lines of communications in the
same areas '

On the next day Randazzo again felt the full weight of
light and medium bomber attacks During the first part of the
day fighter bombers ccncentrated on road targets north of
Mour.t Etna, but later the Desert Air Force reverted to attack-
ing shipping in the Messina Straite The 318t (UeS.) Fighter
Group flew 76 sorties to cover the Seventh Army's amphibious
landing neer Sant! Agatae The enemy fighter-bambers FoW.190's
and ife.109's which attempted to bomb were intercepted and
forced to jettison their bombs, Three FoWe190%s were claimed
destroyed and one Me,109 damageds On 10 August anti-shipping

(1) Now205 Group ReAsFe
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sweeps were continued over the Strait and coastal areas,
Shipping movements were observed to be less than was usuale "
In the afterncon bombers again attacked Randazzos

On the 11th Randaszzo was again bombed by 48 Mitchells of

-the 12th and 340th (U, S,) Bomb. Groupe The road and railway

were hit and fires were starteds Four raids were made by

12 Baltimores (No.232 Wing) and 36 Mitchells (12th Bombe Group)
on Fiumefreddo - an important junction on the east coast road
to Megsina - direct hits were observed on roads and buildings.
Mustangs of the 27th and 86th (UsS,) Bombs Group with
Kittyhawks of the 33rd Fighter Group were active in support
of the American surprise landing east of Orlando and made
five attacks on gun emplacements in the vicinity of the land-
ingse Troop concentrations south of Orlando and a column of
tanks and personnel near Brolo were successfully bambed and
shot upe In raids on the communications to the area direct

" hits were obtained on bridges.and the main coastal road and

in the towns of Patti and Pirainoc.

This widespread bombing of towns and communications,
although effective, actually slowed down the advance of the
ground forces on several occasions owing to the debris block-
ing the streets and impeded the forward movement of the
infantry, - . ‘

: On this day the enemy reacted strongly in the air,
Mines were dropped in the sea off Syracuse and Augustas
During the evening between 2240 and 2330 hours more than 30
enemy aircraft attacked the landing grounds at Lentini and
Agnone, as well as the ports of Augusta and Syracuses On
the landing grounds about 30 Allied airaraft were desitroyed or
damaged, and Royal Artillery personnel defending the landing
grounds sustained 31 casualties, These attacks were made
with great determination, but the enemy lost five Ju,88's
destroyeds

The German plan for withdrawal

The total number of German troecps in Sicily waes about
50,000 and the intention was to evacuate them all to the main-
lande It was realised that the Navy and Air Force could make
the crossing by day impossible, and that the ferry service
could be maintained only under cover of darkness. With the
German ferry vessels at their disposal, they required six
nights for these 50,000 men with their general weapons,
including machine guns, but without vehicles and all heavy
weapons, »

The plan based on these facts foresaw five defence lines
converging on Messina, and always becoming smaller around the
towmnss The first of these defence lines ran from the north
coast at or just east of Sant' Agata, over Bronte, to the scuth
slopes of Mount Etna, to Acireale, The last line was Jjust
around Messina. - In withdrawing to the first, and in each
withdrawal to the second, third, fourth and fifth lines of
defence, each division was to release a fixed proportion of
its troops, and from all three divisions a total of 8 - 10,000
men was to be released at each withdrawal, and moved on foot
towards Messinas On the fifth line of defence, the last
remaining troops were to proceed direct to the boats in the
last night before the final evacuations Equipment was to be
got out by day by the ferry service as opportunity offered.

Itallan troops wera to be moved to the meinland, but in all cases

without vehicles or heavy weapons by means of their own trans-
port which consisted principally of a large steam ferrys
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The Germens tried to get the Italian Army Headquarters
to evacuate Sicily of its own free will, and thus free them-
selves of a mass of Italian troops. Surprisingly enough,
the Italians refused to goe It appears that the Italians
had had strict orders that they were not to leave the island
before the Germanses All was therefore prepared for the
proposed evacuation, the only question being the date on
which the plan was to be put into operation.

After the decision had been taken there were some anxious
days at the German Headquarters which was located at first at
Barcellona and later south-west of Messina. Had the Allies
realised their intention? If not when would they do so?
What action would they take when the situation was clear to
them? All these questions were acute and caused the German .
Generel Staff grave concern, especially as the American land=
ings on the north coast were considered as the beginning of
increased Allied activity, and the fore-warning of large
scale operations. -

'Hothing of the kind occurreds The plans proceeded as
laid down, and without any difficulty worthy of mentiom.
There was not even a notable increase in the attacks of the
enemy air force against our ferry service, which continued
without interruption by night, and of course now by daye
Our hope to save not only the men but also d11 our equipment,
and thus to attain a maximum of our aim, increased from hour
to hours In order to make it possible, another night and
another complete day were gained for the divisions by holding
one of the intermediate defence lines longers It would have
been quite possible to win further time as the enemy followed
the withdrawal of our troops only hesitantly, and was more=-
over delayed in his advance by effective demolitions on the

roads, '

Allied Intelligence at fault

As late as 4 August the Allied Joint Intelligence
Comrittee had written in a paper entitled 'Estimate of enemy
capabilities to evacuate Sicily' that, 'at the present time
there is no sign that the enemy intends an evacuation of
Sicily and there is evidence that reinforcements still con-
tinue to reach the island,' They reported that a photographic
reconnaissance on 31 July had revealed the presence of the
following small craft in the areas of the Strait which could
be made available for enemy evacuation

a) Two train ferries,

b) Thirty to forty landing craft or Siebel ferries,

c) Numerous small craft

and they estimated that it would be possible for the enemy to
evacuate 60,000 troops every twenty-four hours,

It was not until 2210 hours on 14 August that General
Alexander from the Headquarters of the Fifteenth Army Group
informed Air Chief Marshal Tedder as to the situation in o
signal which ran as follows 'From general information
received it now appears that German evacuation has really
started'.

It is now known through the medium of captured documents
that the original German plan for evacuation was that the
Hermann Goering Division should begin evacuation on thed August,
the 15th Panzer Grenadier Division on the 12th, and the

-29th Panzer Grenadier Division on the 15ths But this proposed
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programme was upset by the Allied attacks .and full scale
evacuation was begun instead by the 15th Panzer Grenadier
Division from Randazzo on 11 August and by the 29th Paazer
Grenadier Division in the coastal sector on the night of
the 12/13th,

During the night 10/11th and 11/12th August the following
German personnel and equipment were ferried over to the
mainland:=-

615 officers, and 19,924 other ranis,
34 tanks, 44 S.P, assault guns,

21 guns and 11 A/A guns,

15 heavy 4/T guns,

2,185 vehicles.

The last Geruan troops embarked from the island on the
night of 16/17 August, abandoning Italian troops and a
great quantity of undestroyed material and supplies,

No. 205 (RedeFs) Group's night opérations agairct the
German evacuation

The night flying Wellingtons of No. 205 Group under the
control of the Strategic Air Force made a series of attacks
on the evacuation beaches and liessina beginning on the night
of 4/5 Auguste lessina was allotted to No.236 Wing
(24 aircraft) and No, 331 Wing (36 aircraft) for a heavy attack
at 2200 hourss On that night they were warned particularly
to confine their attention to the marshalling yards only, as
anything found outside this target was to be regarded as
friendly, in view. of the fact that light naval surface craft
would be harassing any shipping found between the mainland
and Sicily., Ninety-seven tons of bombs were dro;ped on
Messina and as the target was well illuminated by flares
results were observed to have been successful, The crews
saw small fires break out near the ferry terminus, and a
4,000 1b, bomb burst in the marshalling yards. The town
itself was repeatedly hite '

On the night of 5/6th, an increased effort was ordered

"on the beaches between liessina and Cape Peloxn, the actual
- targets being the barges and personnel which were beginning
- the German evacuation, Hessina itself was rot to be bombed

but some leaflets were to be dropped in that area. One
hundred Wellingtons from Nos.231, 236, 330 and 331 Wings
dropped 157 tons of bombs. But low cloud and haze seriously
interfered with the finding of the targets and although the
beaches were located nothing was seen on them and the results
of the bombing were considered as negligibleo

A repeat attack was ordered for the night of 6/7th but
owing to the bad weather only 31 of the 4O aircraft which
took off found the target. Bombing results were largely
unobserved,s On the same night other Wellingtons of the same
group boubed Naples successfullys

.- On the next night attacks were again made on the beaches,
half the effort being devoted to the beaches between Scaletta
and Messina and half to those five miles each aide of Cape
Barbi. Eighty-~one aircraft dropped 148 tons of bombs on the
beaches and nearby roads and in the. towns of. Bagnara and
Scalettas Direct hits were seen on some roads and in both
towns; a large fire being started at Bagnara and another near
Cape Barbie Objects which might have been landing craft were
seen on the beaches at Bagnara and others to the north of that
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place, Two Wellingtons were seen to have been shot down in
flames by enemy night fighters, but the 'flak' was negligible.

On the night of 8/9th 72 aircraft attacked the beaches
between Messina an_d Cape Peloro from dusk to dawn in clear
weather but founi no visible activity there. A few fires
were started but the results of dropping 133 tons of bcmbs
appeared to be negligibles On the next night the attacks
were repeateds Cloud made location difficult, bursts were
seen along the roads and beaches, among enemy transport west
of Cape Peloro and on buildings in Paradiso, But conclusive
damage, as usual on such targets, was difficult to prove.
The attack was répeated again on the night of 10/11th,
although the crews reported that no obvious signs of evacua-
tion were yet apparents Eighty-five aircraft dropped
174 tons of bombs during the hours of darkness. Bombs were
dropyped amongst landing craft, on beaches and coastal rocads.
Photographs confirmed the success of this attack and good

fires were. seen between Sant' Agata and Ganzirris

The next night, for the seventh time, the same attacks
were ordereds Eiglity-four Wellingtons attacked the beaches
and bursts were observed along the beaches and coastal roads.
Fires were seen at Ganzirri and at Messina, A small number
of barges were observed inshore along the coasts A total of
159 tons of bonbs were dropped and photographs confirmed
that the attack had been successfuls

On the night 12/13th 86 aircraft dropped 180 tons of -
borbs on the usual targets. ' A few barges were seen off
shores A large fire in Paradiso, caused an explosion, which
revealed a large ship just off the shore together with some
more bargese The attack continued for the whole of the night
and results were believed to have been goods

' On the 13th the Headquarters of the Strateglc Air Force

" informed No. 205 Group that Intelligence(1) reported that the

work of the Wellingtons over the beaches had been extremely
effective and had been much appreciated by the Allied forces
in Sicilys Nevertheless on the next night the Group's effort
vas diverted to targets on the Italian mainland,

The Seventh Army Commander's proposal

On 10 August General Patton asked for the approval of
the Fifteenth Army Group for an operation which he had already
planned in concert with the formations concerneds He asked
that he should be permitted to use the 509th Paratroop
battalion in a combined air and sea assault on the rear of
the enemy's positions near Barcellona, General Alexander
approved the plan and sent it on to the Air Commender-in-Chief
asking him to provide the necessary aircraft and to arrange
the details of the operations direct with the Staff of the
Seventh Army,

~ The réply came late in the afternoon of 13the It was
considered that the paratroop operation requested by

, Guneral Patton against the bridges west of Barcellona was

1mpract1cab1e as a dayl;ght operat:.on because of the

(1) The G-2 report at the Daily Operatlonal meeting at

, AsF.HoQs on 14 August stated 'There was no evidence of
any large-scale withdrawal of troops from Sicily. At
the same time a limited and well organised evacuation
was being carried oute!
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concentration of anti-aircraft fire which was known to exist

in that areas  If an interruption of road communications was

desired, this could be accomplished by a fighter-bonber or
bomber atta_ck with at least equal effectiveness and far
greater economy of force than would result from an airborne

- operations It was therefore proposed, to arrange such an

attack to.fit in with General Patton's plan if requireds
However by 14 August the campalgn wa.s nearly over and nothing
was done.

The pursult and final reduction of the Island

" Barly on the morning of 1 3 Aug,ust 1943, the Americans
entered Randazzo and the campaign was at an ends  There were
still a few days of the fipal attempt to prevent withdrawal,
but. it was too _la.te. The advantages of the ground were with
the.enemy, . Even the Messina Strait presented hardly a chance
to the Alliess The Germans had foreseen the value that narrow

' thread of water might assume and the elaborateness of the anti-

aircraft defence surprised the airmen who encountered it.

- On this day, air reconnaissance reported continuous

' activity in the Strait of Messina, Between 1300 and 1430

hours 12 Siebel ferries and between 40 and 50 barges were

« géen in the Streite Most of the enemy craft was concentrated

in Messina and along the beaches northwards as far as

Cape Peloro Werhawks and Kittyhawks opera.ted all day over
shipping in the Strait and the Toe of Italys Direct hits
were made on two Siebel ferries, one 'E' boat, one small

- mérchant vessel, one large barge, and one 'F! boat. Near

misses were recorded on eleven barges, six Siebel ferries, a
small merchant vessel, and one 'F! boat.

There was some air oppos:.tlon. In the morning Spitfires

and Warhawks intercepted about ten Mes109's and FoW,190's

over the Strait and claimed to have destroyed one F.W,190 and
two Me,109's and probably destroyed another Me.109 for the loss
of one Allied fighter of each type. Both pilots surviveds

Of the 24 Mitchells detailed to attack Falcone, owing to
bad.visibility 17 bombed the target on 'eatimated time of
arrival', the remainder returned to base without having -
released the;l.r bombs,

In the afternoon, 39 Mitchells set out to attack shipping
in the Straitand elthough the weather was clear could find no
‘targetse As an altermative 93 tons of bombs were unloaded
on railroad bridges north of Sca.letta.

The next day shlppn.ng continued to operate in the Strait
at.the same intensity as on the previous day. The enemy was
contmu:.ng his orderly evacuation across the Strait and dispers
ing to.points on the mainland as far north as Gioia. Desert
Air Force aircraft attacked mechanical trensport concentrated
at Gesso destroying 12 of them; the rest of their effort was
devoted to shipping in the Strait and along the west coast of
Ttaly as far as Gioias Successes included a direot hit on a

-tug and on a large barge carrying troops. Very near misses

were made on two Siebel ferrles, which were believed to have
been damaged, and near misses on fifteen barges and numerous
other enemy vesselss

At 1600 hours Spitfires intercepted three M.C,202's

at 8,000 feet with 22 M,C,202's flying above them at 17,000
f‘eet.' The latter formation took no action. Kittyhawks

" SECRET.



Tbid

(90918) 97

' SECRET

93

‘engaged a formation of about six He.109's and M.C,202's with

the result that one MeCe202 was destroyed and three Me,109's
were damageds S

'Flak' in the lMessina Strait was encountered only by
aircraft undertsking offensive action. This was considered
to indicate that the eremy was husbanding his ammunition.

On’ the 15th eight missions consisting of 24 Bostons, 36
Baltimores and 36 Mitchells released 90 tons of bombs on troop
barges south of Cape Peloro. Direct hits were made on build-
ings and on boats in the lake, Intense 'flak' from the
target to Torre di Faro damaged 28 aircraft. 'Flak' was also
heavy along the opposite side of the Straitse The Desert
Air Force continued its attacks on shipping, and Spitfires

of No,31 Fighter Group made sweeps in the area Milazzo =~
Messina, - Desert Air Force Spitfires intercepted four
FeW.190's east of Catania and destroyed two for the loss of
one Spitfire, The enemy air force had made attacks on ship~-

‘ping at Augusta, Catania, and off Capo d4' Orlandos No

serious damage had been reported,

By this date the Allied Headquarters in Sicily had come

-to the conclusion that not more than 10,000 Germans were

8till in the island and that these could easily be evacuated
in the next two days. 'It will be surprising if more than

a thousand or so Germans are caughts'

On the 16th, which was to prove the last day of the
ground campaign in Sicily, air operations were continued

‘against shipping in the Strait end on comunications in the

Toe of Italye Ninety-six sorties were made by Mitchells,
Baltimores and Bostons of the 12th, 47th and 340th Bomb.
Groups and No,232 Winge They dropped one hundred and forty-
two 300 1lb., four hundred and ninety-two 250 1lb,, forty-

seven 100 1lb. and one thousand and ninety-five 20 1lb, bombs on
shipping in the Strait and on the beaches from north of
Messina to Cape Peloros Forty=four aircraft were damaged

by 'flek' and two were reported as missing.

In view of the uncertainty of the position of the forward
Allied troops, the whole of the available fighter-bomber force
of the Desert Air Force was directed ageainst shipping
targetss Hits were obtained on eight bvarges and two Siebel
ferries and other vessels, one large ship was seen on fire and
emitting explosions off Messina, '"Flak' was intense heavy
and accurate at the north-east corner of Sicily, at Messina
and over the Italian mainlands Bursts were seen coloured
red, white and blacke '

Four F,W,190's attacked a vessel off Taormina but the
bombs missed her, although Spitfires failed to engage the
enemy aircrafte Six Macchi's attacked two Spitfires over
Palmi and one Spitfire was shot downe Eight unidentified
fighters were seen west of Milazzo but no interception was
effected,

Difficulties in the pursuit

British troops had followed the Americans into Randazzo
on the 13th and during the following days had made an advance
of some 20 miles, The Eighth Army made slow progress along
the ribbon of road that lay between Mount Etna and the sea.
Giarre, Riposto and Fiumefreddo fell into their hands during
the next few days, but it was evident that here, even at that
late hour, the advance was being skilfully pegged. The
Germans had to make their way to Messina and the obstacle to
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" their ‘chance of reaching safety was the Allied advance. The

roads were being sedulously bombed; - but broken bridges, every
sort of demolition and mines held off the infantry.

' ‘The Seventh Army had reached Barcellona, only about 17
miles from liessina, by 15 August, and at the same time the
Eighth Arniy were pressing through the former enemy headquarters
Tpormina.  Though both these placeswereonly 26 miles apart, this
contraction of front favoured the operation of rear-guards.

. Even with the assistance of 'bulldozers' the obstacles in
"the path of the advance could not be overcome more rapidly.

The Eighth Army made its best pace by the coast road to
Messina, while the long range artillery shelled the town.

_The Severith Avmy was nearing it, after having by-passed
Milazzo; and, at 0825 hours on the morning of 17 August, an

American patrol entered Méssina.' ° Only 50 minutes later they
were Jjoined by a British Commando officer of an amphibious
force of the Eighth Army, which had landed behind the Germans

_in the Scaletta area, It was a ruined city, and it seemed

a miracle that it could have been used even for evacuation.

" Although fighting had ceased on the ground in Sicily
there was no rest for the air forcese The Desert Air Force
found and continued to attack with success shipping in the
Strait and the Gulf of Gioia and Mustangs attacked enemy rail
cormunicationse  Six Bostons of No. 326 Wing attacked the
evacuation beaches from-ifessina to Cape Peloro bombing landing

' craft and shipping“until the afternoon when the evacuation
beaches were reported to be cleared of the-enemy. The work

of the air forces never ceaseds Just as after the fall of
Tunis there was no respite so the campaign in the air went on

- without intermission to prepare the way for the Armies to

inveide Southern I't_aly.
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CoCeSe 171/2/D
23 January 1943

COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

OPERATION HUSKY

DIRICTIVE TO COMMANDER-IN~CHIEF,
ALLTED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE IN NORTH AFRICA

(Approved by Combined Chiefs of Staff at their 69th Meeting)

The Combined Chief's of Staff have resolved that an attack against
Sicily will be launched in 1943, with the target date as the period of
the favourable July® moor (Code designation HUSKY),

The OCombined Chlefs of Staff have further agreed that the
following command set~tip shall be esteblished for the operations—

1¢ You are to be the Supreme Commander with General Alexander
as Deputy Commander-in-Chlef, charged with the detailed
planning and preparation and with the exeocution of the actual
operation when launched,

2, Admiral of the Fleet Cunningham is to be the Nawval Commandex
and Air Chief Marshel Tedder the Aixr Conmanders

You will svbmit to the Combined Chiefs of Staff your recommenda~
tions for the Officers to be appointed Western and Eastern Task Foroe
Commanders,

In consultation with Gensral Alexander you will set up at once
a special operational and administrative staff, with its own Chief of
Staff, for planning and preparing the operation, including ocover plans,

The provision of the necessary foroes and their training in time
for the assault on the target date given above have been the subject
of exhaustive study by the Combined Chiefs of Staff and theix Staff's,
A Memorandum setting oubt the various considerations and the outline
plan for the operation which formed the basis of this study, is attached
for your informations (C.CeS¢ 161/1)e FPlan A (vide para. 5 of this
paper) was accepted by the Combined Chiefs of Staff for the provision
of the British Ground Forces, The details of the additional forces
which will be made available o you for the operation will be
communiocated separately by the United States and the British Chiefs of
staff,

A copy of the Minutes of the 66th Meéting of the Combined Chiefs
of Staff held at Casablanca on 22 -January, 1943, which led to
the above decisions, is attached for your information,

" The Combined Chiefs of Staff have agreed that without prejudicing
the July date for the operation, an intense effort will be made duxring
the next three weeks to achieve by contrivence and ingenuity the
favourable June moon period as the date for the operation, If at the
end of the three weeks their efforts have proved suscessful, your
instructions will be modified accordingly.
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You are to report to them not later than the 1 March, whether
any insurmountable difficulty as to resources and training will ocause
the date of the assault to be dslayed beyond the favourable July moons
In the event of there belng such a delay you will confirm that the
assault date will not be later than the favourable August moon,

The code designation to be communicated to you later will apply
t6 all general preparations for HUSKY in the Meditexrranean Theatex,
inoluding training, cover plans and preliminery air operations,
Speoific operations will be given speciel code designations,
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ORDER OF BATTLE, MEDITERRANEAN ATR COMMAND,
10 JULY 1943 .
MEDITERRANEAN AIR COMMAND

—Nomﬁrmsr uednerl‘anean A.lLQ., AoH!:Qa » NOo‘ 216 HQo, ILA.P.
AFRICAN Aly Transgport Gibraltar Malta Group MIDHLE j
AIR FORCES Servics ’ EAST
U.So 315tL Oroup Noe 208
. Wing
|
NeAe TACTIC{&L AIR FORCE
1 . .
Degsrt Air Force Tactical
Bomber Forco .
]
UsBe X1 Alr Support Noe 211 Oroup  Noe 245 Wing Nose 3 (SeledeFe),
Comnand 232, 326 Wings,
. UsSe 12th, 47th
: 340th Groups
27th, 31st, 33rd, Noso 7 (SohedeFs), 239, o
86th, 324th 2hh, 322, 324 Wings,
Groups Us8e 57th, 79th Croups . ‘ e
. 1 .
NeAe SIRATEGIC AIR FORCE © -NeAe TROOP -
Noe 205 UeBe 5th UeSo 47th UaSe 2686th U.Bl 5’133 : UﬁSo'SZid ""NO.|58
Oroup -Ming Hing Wing Wing Hing Wing
N l | £ | | (Det)
Nose 231, 236, 1s%, ond, 14th, 82nd, 310th  17th, 319th, 6oth, €2nd, 61st, 313th,
330, 331 97th, 99th,  32ist Groups 320th, 325th 64th Groups 314th, 316th
Wings 301st Groups Groups Groups
T ,
... NeAe COASTAL AIR FORCE NoAe PhoLographlo
, i " Reconnai ssance
- i [ . | Wing
Bone Oran - . : Nos 242 Group UsBo 480th  2nd A,D, :
Bector .Bector - { Group Wing
Nos.l 333, 1t AeDe Wing UeSe 350th UsSe 3rd
328 Winga, Group

{
UeSe 52nd Oroup VUsSe 81st Group

-Oroup

Noo 201 H{Qe, Alr Defences Eastern UeSe Ninth Alr Forcs®
Group Medit?r:aman o R
| IX Bomber
Nos. 235, 238, Noe 209 Noe 210 Noe 212 Noe 219 Command
25, 247 Wings Group Group Oroup  Cproup ‘
Lhth, 93rd, 98th, 376th,
389th Groups, Noe 240
.o Wing
HeRo British AsHuQo, AellcQe, Iraq AeH.Qe, Lovant
Forces, East Africa and Persia
Nose 216, 258 Noe 215 Group. . i Noe 213 Oroup
Hings : :
Noe 259 Wing

Note®

For dstalls of formations s86 following pages

Other Ninth Alr Force formations operated under NeledeFs
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MEDITERRANEAN ATR COMMAND

U.Se 315th Troop. Caxrier Group

3hth, 43rd Squadrons

g irons ;
No. 17 %SQA-.A.F °
No. 28 SeA-ALF,
Noss 11 7, 267

)

No, 216 Group

Dé.kota

Junkers 52

No. 173

No, 21 6

Anson
Hudson

"Lodestar, Proc=

tor, Hurricane
Dakota
Sundexrland

No, 230

Squadrons
“Noss 18, 233

AaHoQo, Gibraltar

...Hudson

Wellington

Noe 179
210

NOB. 202
No. 21,8 Det.z
No. 5“]- Deto,

Nos 813 (Felels)
Flights

. Noe 1!..03 Met, : Flight

Squadrons

Nok. 23, 256 (Det,)

. Catalina,

Beauf'ighter
Spitfire
Swordfish

Hampden,

AH,Q., Malta .

Gladiator - -

. Mosquito

Spitfire

Nose 40 (SeAsheTe), 126, 185, 229, 249

No. 73 (Det.)

Hurricane

No. 600 .

Nos 845 (FeAed,) (Dets)

Flights
No. 1435

Beaufighter

()

Albacore

Spitfire

No, 248 Wing
VAATONS

No,. 39

Baltimore

No, 221

Wellington

Nos. 108, 272

No. 6§3
_No, 285 Wing"

No, l;.O SsAeAeFs

No, 60 (Soled,Fe

No. 1437 Flight
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Beaufighter
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Spdtfire
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Mosqulto
Mustang
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- No, 241 Group
No, 6 Squedron Hurrdoane
Noe 7 (SoloAeFs) Wing : ‘
Sguad.rons :
Nose 2 (SelAJF.), &4 (S.A.A.F.) ' - Spltfire
Noe 5 (SelsloFe) Kittyhawk
No. 239 Wing '
Sguadrons

Nose 3 (ReAedeFe), 112, 250, 260, 450 (RohedoFe)...... Kittyhawk

No. 24 Wing
Squadrons '
“Noss 1 (SeAedaFa), 92, 145, 417 (ReColWF,), 601 ... Spitfire
No. 322 Wing

Squadrons ' _
Nos 32% Wing

Squadrons . |
Nos. 43, 72, 93, 111, 243 . Spitfire
UsSe 57th, 79th Fightexr Groups -~ six squadrons ... ... Warhewk

UoSe XII Air Support Commend

27th, 86th Fighter-Bomber Groups = six squadrons ... Mustang

33rd, 324th Fighter Groups ~ six Bquadrons - ‘Warhawk
218t Fighter Group —~ three squadrons Spitfire
111th Taoctical Recomnaissance Squadron o e Mustang

Tactical Bomber Forage

Nos 225 . Spitfire
- No. 241. ... furzicane
N°o 3 (SOAOAOFQ) W:Lng o

Squadrons ’
Nos. 12 (Seleld F,), 2 (SiheA.F,) . Boston
No. 21 (SeA.AF.) ; » Baltimore

No. 232 Wing
Squadrons
"Nos. 55, 223 | ".....Baltimore
Squadrons ’
Nos., 18, 114 Boston
UsS. 12th, 340th Bombaxdment Groups «~ eilght squadrons .. Mitchell
U.S.  4.7th Bombardment Group - four squadrons.............. Boston

NoA, STRATH:IC AIR FORCE

No. 205 Group

No. 231 Wing
Squadrons ' '
Nos. 537, 70 Wellington
No. 236 Wing .
Squadrons _ '
Nos. 40, 104 Wellington
Noe. 330 Wing :
" Squadrons s
Nos., 142, 150 : : ' ..Wellington
No. 331 Wing : S .
Squadxons , T . '
Noss 420 (ROCOAoFe)p L2l (RQCoAnFo)’ L25 (RoovoFo)_ Welling'ton
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L
U.S. 5th Wing

2nd, 97th, 99th, .301st Bombardment Groups = sixteen...... Fortress
squadrons .

18t, 14th Fighter Groups ~ six squadrons Lightning

UeSe ll-7'bh W:l.ng -
310th, 321st Bombardment Groups -~ eight squadrons ... Mitohell
82nd Pighter Group =~ three squadrons . Lightning
Us S 2686th Wing

17th, 319th, 3201=h Bombardment Groups = tWelve ... Marauder
squadrons

325th Fighter Group ~ 'l;hree squadrons Warhawk

N.A, COASTAL AIR FORCE

Squadrons ~ .

Nos. 13, 61l|. .Blenhsim

No. 36 Wellington

No. 253 Hurricans

Nos. 500 . Hudson

No. 813 (F.A.A.) (Det.) .. Swordfish

Nos, 821 (F.AaA.), 828 (Feldehs) roti../Albacore

Flights "

No, 1575 Halifax, Ventura
UsSe 480th Antisubmarine Group - two squadrons ................ Liberator
Bone Sector

Squadrons
Nos, 32, 8Y Hurricane
No, 219 .. Beauflghter
(N/F)
Oran Sector

UeSe 92nd Fighter Squadron Alracobra -
2nd Alr Defense Wing

No. 153 Squadron Beauf'ighter

(v/F)
UeSe 350th Fighter Group =~ three Squadrons Alragobra -
Nos 242 Group
Noe. 323 Wing
Squadrons -
No. 73 Spitfire
No. 255 Beaufighter
(/F)
Nos. 283, 28! Welrus (AeSeRe)
Nos, IL/5, II/7 (French) ¥ittyhawk,
Spitfire
No, 328 Wing
Squadrons

No. 14 Meraudexr

Nose 39, 47, 1kl Beaufighter

No, 52 Baltimore

Nose 221 (Deto) 458 (RelsAF.) Wellington
UeSe 52nd Fighter Group = three squadrons Spitfire
18t Air Defense Wing :
U.S, 818t Fighter Group -~ two squadrons Airacobra
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5 APPENDIX 2

N.A. TROOP CARRIER COMMAND
No. 38 Wing (Det,) ' C '

Squadrons .
No. 295 (Deto) Halifax
No. 296 Albemarle
U.Se 51st Wing
60th, 62nd, 61;.1:h Troop Carrier Groups = tWElVe ... Dakota
squadrons,

UQSQ 521']1 Wing

61st, 313th, 314th, 316th Troop Carrier Groups = ... Dakota
fifteen squadrons

N.A, Photographic Reconnaissance Wing

LNOB_.'-G' 0 (SeAsAcFs) (Deto)s 540 (Dete) . Mosquito
Noe 6 Spitfire
Ue S, 3xd Photo Reconnaissanse Group : . :
Squadrons .
'515' %h, 124 Lightning
{15th ) Fortress
o HEADQUARTERS, RoAoF,, MIDDLE EAST
Squadrons .
Noo 1 Liberator,
Halifax
No., 162 ... Nellingtomn,
. . - Blenheim
No, 680 . Spitfire, °
Lightning,
Hurricane
Flights ' '
Nos, 1441, 1412, 146} Met, Flights Humrd.cane,
- - o . "% Gladiator
No, 201 Group
No. 701 Squadron (Folhols) Walrus .
No. 235 Wing ' ' - R
Squadrons '
No. 13 (Hellenia). Blenheim .
Noe 227 (Det,)... *n. BEAUCLghteX -
Noo 454 (RedoAoF, Baltimore
Nos 459 (ReAJAF,) | ' . ... Hudson .
No. 315 (F.A.A.) e e e Swordfish
No. 238 Wing
Squadrons L
Nea 15 (So-AoAaI‘o ‘ Beaufort
Nos, 227 (Det,) 609 Beaufighter
Noo 845 (FodoAs) (Det.).. . Swordfish
No. 245 Wing .
Squedrons '
T To. 15 (S.AcAFe) Blenheim, -
Co Baltimore
No. 38 (Det.) Wellington
Other Units ' '
Noo, 1 General Reoonnaissance Unit Wellington
No. 247 Wing ‘
Squadrons S
No. 38 Wellington
Noo, 203 ... Baltimore

Nos. 227, 252 - Beaufighter

(90918)105 SECRET
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U. ATR ES,
EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN

No. 209 Group . o
Squadrons ‘
'gN"o“tz. “(Dete) . Beaufighter
No. 127 L Hurricane, -
' ‘Spitfire
No. 210 Group e
Squadrons
Nos, 3 (SedeAFa), 33, 213, 27h ....... ; Hurriocane
No. 89 : Beaufighter
(N/F)
No. 212 Group
Squadrons
NOSV.’ 7 (SQA.OAOF')’ 11-1 (SvoAnFo), 9!{-, 123, 134, 237 Hurrioane
No. 80 Spitfire
NOe 108 (D850 coooooeseesssmssmesemeemesesssssssssomsssess Beaufighter
. ' (v/F)
Flights = .
Nos, 1563, 1654 Met. Flighte ... Gladiator
No. 219 Group
Squadrops * ;
Nose [hy 238, 335, 336, 451 (ReAsAdFs) Hurriocane
Nos 46 .. , Beaufighter
(v/F)

v , UNI NINTH AIR FORCE
316th Troop Carrier Group (see NoA, Troop Carrier Oommand) -
IX Bomber Command

Lhyth, 93rd, 98th, 376th, 389th Bombardment Groups = Liberatox
twenty squadrons
No. 240 Wing
Squadrons
Nos, 178, 462 (ReA.A F,) .. Halifax
12th, 3.0th Bombardment Groups (See N.A, Tactical Air Foxce)

IX Fighter Command

57th, 79th, 324th Groups (See N.A, Tastical Aix Force)

HeQes British Foroes, Aden - %
No. 8 Squadron Blenheim
No. 1566 Mete Flight Cladiator

Catalina Flight Catelina

AsHoQs , BEast Africa

Squadrons
Nos, 259, 262, 321 (Det.) . .Catalina
No. 26 Wing :
Squadrons :
Nos. 209, 265 .. Catalina )
No. 258 Wing ) )
No. 1414 Met, Flight Lysander, Anson
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No.
No,
Noo

Noo
Noe

No.

208 Squadron (Det,)..

2ht. Squadron

1415 Met, Flight

208 Squadron

1443 Met, Flight

259 Wing

Nos 1565 Met, Flight .
Abbreviations

SECRET
T

APPENDIX 2

A HeQe, Irag and Persia

Noo 215 Group

i

Hurricane

Blenheim

Gladiator

AQHO Qe 9 Levant

Hurricane

Gladiator

No. 213 Group

A H, Qe

A.SeRe
Dets

Fol, A,

Met,

NoAs

N/F
P.R.

ReleALT,
R.CQAOFO
SeAsA.F,

(90918)107

Air Headquarters

Air/Sea Resoue

Detachment

Fleet Air Amm
Meteorological

Northwest African

Night Fighter

Photographic Reconnaissance
Royal Australlian Air Foroe

. Royal Canadian Air Force
-.South Africgn Air Force



SECRET

1 AFPPENDIX 3

Go A Vo ORDER OF BATTLE, MEDITERRANEAN
THEATRE

10 MAY - 10 Jgury 4,31
I ~ LUFTFLOTTE 2 (ITALY, SICILY AND SARDINIA)

CLOSE RECCE (ARMY 00-OP)

10 May Unit_ Location Strength  Serviceable
1963 - —
/12 . Decimomannu 12 8
(Sardinia)
2/14 Catania 11 0

LONG RANGE RECCE

1 iFg 122 Frosinone 15 6
2 ‘ F) 122 Trapani 12 L
o S«E. FIGHTERS
oy Rl g Trepant 56 -39
II/3% 51 Monsexrato L . 29
(Saxdinia) S
- Stab JG 53 Comiso
I/% 53 3 Reggio Celabria Lo 1
II/3% 53 Comiso 3k 10
III/3% 53 Seiacoa 38 2L
Stab J& 77 L 3
/% 77 Sicily 22 3
I/ 77 27 11
NIGHT FIGHTERS
Stab NJG 2 Comlso 1 0
IMNG 2 Castelvetrano 18 8
II/NG 2 Comiso 11 10
T. E. FIGHTERS
Ir/z: 9§ ‘ Gerbini 32 8
IIT/7G 4 Gerbini 15 6
Stab 26 26 Trapani 0 0
- III/ZG 26 Trapani , 29 20
- 4o/ 26 Gerbini 16 12
GROUND ATTACK
Stab Schl, G 2 Gerbini 3 1
II/Schl. G 2 Gerbini 22 4
(less 8 Sta)
8/Schl, G 2 Deoimomannu 10 10
IIT/Si 40 San Pietru 21 2

(1) From German doouments (A.H.B.6).
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2
10 May -
1943 Unit Location
GContd, ..
BQUEERS
/16 1 Sicily
II/%G 1 . Grottaglie
(8. Italy)
II/MG 26 Advance
Base: Grosseto m
III/X: 26 Villacidro
Stab K& 54
I/1G 5, Catania
tab 5476
Stab K& .
II/AC 76 .}; Catania.
III/%c 77 Gerbini
TRANSPORT UNLTS
IIT/16 1 Capodichino
(Naples)
Iv/6 4 Aquino
II/1¢ 2 Vibo~Valentia
II%G 2 Vibo-Valentia
Iv 3 Capuva
/G 5 Pomigliano
(Neples)
II/¢ 5 Pomlgliano
(Naples)
Savoy Staffel Leooce
Jue 90/290 Staffel  Grosseto
II Fl, Korps Trans, Regglo Calabria
Staffel _
20 May
193
CLOSE RECCE (ARMY CO-OP)
L/12 Decimomannu
2/14 Catania
LONG RANGE RECCE
i ng 122 Decimomennu
2 (F) 122 Trepani
SeE. FIGHTERS
Stab JG& 27 Trapani
II/3G 27 Trapani
III/JG 27 Lecce
II/5G 51 Monsexrrato
(Sardinia)
Stab JG 53 Comiso
I/3% 53 Catania
II/% 53 Comiso
III/3G 53 Soiacca
NIGHT FIGHTERS
Stab NJG 2 Comiso
ING 2 Castelvetrano
II/NTG 2 Comiso
(90918)109 SECRET
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Strength  Serviceable

%
26

L3

13
k3

3k

20

35

33
20
2l,
26

6

25

13
10

13
15

52
39

L7
L3

L7

29
1L

20

22

1

13
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1

o
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'3
20 May Unit Looation
1 - T
{Contad. )
T, Es FIGHTERS
IT/7%G 1 Montecorvino
III/76 4 Gerbini
Stab Z¢ 26 - Ciampino (Rome)
III/76 26 ’ Ciempino
10/26 26 " Pratica di Mare
| - GROUND ATTACK
Stab Schl, G 2 Gerbini
II/Schl, G 2 Gerbini
(less 8 St,)
8/Sohl, G 2 Deoimomannu
III/SKe 10 San Pletro
BOMBERS
II/RG 1 Grottaglie
II/’: 26 ‘(Advanced
| Base: Grosseto. yrending
: : - (ground:
III/X3 26 -~ - . (Villacidro
IIT/53 30 Viterbo
Stab K& 5 Cataniea
/% 5. Oatania
IT/%G 5l " Catania
Stab Xz 76 * Gatania
III/XG 76 Catania
Steb K& 77 " Gerbini
ITI/X: 77 " . " Gerbini
TRANSPORT
III/1G 1 Capodichino
‘ (Naples)
IV/1G 4 Aquino
III/16 2 Vibo Valentia
v/ 3 Capua.
I/1G 5 Pomigliano
(Neples)
Savoy Staffel Lecoce
Ju. 90/290 Staffel  Grosseto
II Fl, Korps Regglo Calabria
Transe Ste
31 May
1943 T
CLOSE RECOE (ARMY CO-OP)
L/12 : Decimomannu
2/14 Catenia,
LONG RANGE RECCE
Gr, Stab 122 Frosinone N
1 (F) 122 Ottana
(Saxdinia)
2 (F) 122 Trapani

(90918)110 ~ SECRET
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Strength Serviceable
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3 May
1

Contd, )

Unit

Stab JG& 27
I1/7G 27
I11/3G 51

Stab & 53
1/ 53
II/3G 53
IIT/JG 53
111/ 77

Stab NJG 2
I/NG 2
IING 2

IT/76 4
9/2G 1
Stab 26 26
III/726 26
10/26 26

Stab Schl, G 2

II/Schl, G 2
(less 8 St,)

8/Schl, G 2

III/sKG 40

II/K: 1
III/®G 30
Stab G 5.
III/K: 54
Stab K& 76
I/1G 76

IIT/16 1
IIT/1G 2
v/1G 3
I/ 5

Savoy Staffel
Ju, 90/250
Staffel

II Fl, Korps
Trans, Ste

4/52
2/14

(90918)114

SECRET

" APPENDIX 3
Logation Strength Serviceable
S.E. FIGHTERS
Trapani L 2
Trapani 50 37
Monserrato 37 33
(Saxdinia)
Comiso 5 3
Catania L, 2,
Comiso 35 21
Sciacca 39 35.
Venafiorita .48 36
(Saxdinia) o
NIGHT FIGHTERS |
Comiso E 1
Castelvetrano 1L 9
Comiso 9 8
T.Es FIGHTERS
Montecoxvino 30 15
Gerbini 16 7
. Naples 2 2
Ciampino 35 12
Pratica di Mare 11 9
GROUND ATTACK o
" Gerbini 6 L
Gerbinl Ly 21
Decimomannus 14 10
Chilivani
San Pletro 42 20
BOMBERS
Grottaglie .28 17
- Vitexrbo 29 21
Catania 1 1
Grottaglie 32 14
Foggia 1 1
Foggia 22 17
TRANSPORT
Pratica di Mare 35 ' 18
Lucoa 51 28
Capua 30 25
Pomigliano 16 7
(Naples)
Leace L 3
Grosseto 7 5
Reggio Calabria 9 8
CLOSE RECCE (ARMY CO~OP)
. beoimomannu | 16 i2
Catania 9 5

SEORET
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(90918)112

SECRET

L o ]

%g_;,@.e ' Unit Logation Strength Sexviceable
Contd,)
LONG RANGE RECCE
Gr, Stab 122 Frosinone 1 1
1 (F) 122 Ottana 5 3
(Sardinia) e
2 (F) 122 Trepani 6 2
8.E, FIGHTERS |
Stab J& 27 Trapand. 4 3
/3 27 Trapani 3 20
/5% 27 Leoce. . 9. 5
II/3G 51 Chilivani L0 22
Stab JG 53 Comiso 5 0
I/3% 53 Oatania 37 21
II/%G 53 - Comiso 36 12
III/% 53 Soiacoce 38 18
III/3G 77 Venafiorita L5 11
* (Sexrdinia) -
NIGHT FIGHTERS
Stab NJ& 2 Comiso 1 1
I/NG 2. Oastelvetrano 11 5
II/NJG 2 Comiso 9 . 8
T,E, FIGHTERS
I1/7%G 1 Montecorvino 28 12
/% 1 Gexbini 12 6
Stab 26 26 Naples. 2 2
IIT/7%6 26 Oiampino 3L 22
10/%: 26 Pratica di Mare . 13 5
GROUND ATTACK -l
Stab.-Schl, G 2 Trapani 6 )
II/Schl, G 2 Gerbini N 26
(1658 8 Sto) -
8/Sohl, G 2 " Deoimomannu: 1Lk 12
Ohilivani
IIT/SKE 10 San Pietro 39 19
’ BOMBERS |
I1/%0 A San Pancrazio: 2 13
- Grottaglie :
III/%G 30 Viterbo (also 29 15
- advanoed
landing
- ground on
Sardinia)
IIL/KG 54 Grottaglie 21 . 12
I/5a 76 Foggia 29 16
IIL/T 4 ' Pratica di Meve - 37 19
IIT/1G 2 Lucoa - 49 29
IV/IG 3 Capua - 29 . 27
I/ 5 Pomigliano 16 7
(Naples) |
Savoy Staffel ~ Grosseto L 3
Ju. 90/290 8taffél ! Grosseto. .. 7 2
II Fl., Korps Regglo Calabria 8 7
Trarise St. -
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6 APPRIDTX 3
‘20 June ‘ Unit Location Strength  Serviceable
’ 1943 :
- CLOSE RECOE (ARMY CO-QP) °
L/12 Decimomannu 42 L
2/1L Catania 10 5
LONG RANGE RECCE
1 (F) 122 Ottana L 1
(Sardinia) _
2 EFg 122 Trapani 7 1
1 (F) 123 Frosinone '5 o]
r S.BEs FIGHTERS
/% 3 Sen Vito dei 42 19
Normanni
(near Brindisi)
Stab JG 27 Leverano 3 3
II/3G 27 Leverano 30 23
/% 27 Lecoce 10 11
II/%G 51 Casa Zeppara 37 30
(Sardinia)
Steb J& 53 Comiso 3 2
I/X 53 Vibo Valentia % 2l
II/3 53 Ocmiso 35 . 19
II1/3%G 53 Torrazzo 36 - 31
(Catania)
Stab JG& 77 Trapani. L 2 -
/% 77 Soiacca 30 19
II/% 77 Trapani 39 21
I1L/3% 77 - Chilivani L 33
(Sardinia)
NIGHT FIGHTERS
II/NG 2 Comiso . 15 12
T.E. FIGHTERS
1T/ 1 - Montecorvino 29 15
o/7 4 Gerbini 11 b
Stab Iz 26 Camaldoli 2 2
(Naples)
IIT/726 26 Ciampinos: Pisa 35 25
10/26 26 Pratioca di Mare 14 6
GROUND ATTACK
(P Stab Schl. G 2 Milis éSaniiniag .6 L.
: I/Sohl, G 2 Milis (Sardinia 35 28
II/Schl, G 2 Alghero 31 14
 (Sardinia)
8/Schl. G 2 Decimomannu 14 13
(Sardinia) :
Stab SK& 10 Gerbinl b5 2
II/sK: 10 Gerbini 20 12
III/SK: 10 San. Pletro 28 15
IV/SKG 10 Gerbini 25 15
((90918)113 SECRET
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20 June

1943
Contd.

0 June

Unit

Part of I/1G 1

II/RG 4
Stab K& 6

I/XG: 6

Stab K& 76
I/K: 76

III/16 1
III/1G 2
v/ 3
I/t 5

Savoy Staffel

Ju. 90/290 Staffel

II Fl. Korps
Trans. Ste

OLOSE RECCE (ARMY CO-OP)

7
Looation

BOMBERS
Foggia

San Panorazio
Istres

(Se France)
Istres
Iatres -
Viterbo
Grottaglie
Tortorella
(Foggia)
Tortorella

TRANSPORT
Pratioca di Mare
Luocoa
Oapua.
Pomligliano

(Yaples)

Grosseto
Grosseto
Aquino

L/42
2/14

Decimomannu -
Catania

LONG RANGE REOOE

3 (F) 33
Gr, Stab 122

2 (F) 122
1 (F) 123

/% 3.

II/% 27
II/3 51

Stab J& 53
I/%G 53
II/3G 53
III/J% 53

Stab J& 77
/% 17
II/% 77
I1T/% 77

II/NG 2

(50918)114

Ottana
(Saxrdinia)
Frosinone
‘Trapeni
" Frosinone

Se.E. FIGHTERS

San Vito del
Normamni
Leverano
Casa Zepparae
(Sardinia)
Comiso
Vibo=Valentis,
. Comiso
~ Toxrrazzo
(Carania)
Trapanl
Soiacca
Gerbini
- Chilivani
(Sexdinia)

NIGHT FIGHTERS

Comiso

SECRET
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Strength Serviceable
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13
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8¢
?o June Unit Location
Contd,
7, E. FIGHTERS
II/7G 1 Montecorvino
9/7G 1 Gerbini
Stab 26 26 Camaldoli
- (Naples)
II1/7¢ 26 Ciampinos
Pisa
10/%6 26 Practica di Mare
GROUND ATTACK
Staeb Schl, G 2 Milis
I/Schi, G 2 Milis Saxrdinia
II/Schl, G 2 Alghero
Stab SK& 10 Gerbini
II/SKz 10 Gerbini
III/SKG 10 San Pietro
IV/SKe 10 Gerbini
-BOMBERS
Part of I/LG1 Foggia
I/ 4 San Pancrazio
Stab Xz 6 Istres
I/xc 6 Istres
IIT/XG 6 Istres
III/®G 30 Viterbo
Stab Iz 54 Catanla
IIL/XC 5 Grottaglie
Stab K& 76 Toxrtorella
(Foggia)
/% 76 Tortorella
(Foggia)
TRANSPORT
IIT/7G 4 Pratioca di Mare
III/16¢ 2 Lucoa.
w/m; 3 Capue.
I/16 5 Pomigliano
(Naples)
Savoy Staffel Grosseto
Jus 90/290 Staffel Grosseto
IT F1, Korps Aguino
Trense Ste
10 July
1943
CLOSE RECCE (ARMY CO-OP)
W12 Decimomannu
2/14 Oatania
T.ONG RANGE RECCE
3 (F) 33 Ottana
Grs, Stab 122 Frosinone
2 Fg 122 Trapani
1 () 123 Frosinone
(90918)115 SECRET

APPENDIX 3
Strength Sexrviceable
57 15
8 1
2 1

32 22
15 - 11
3 0
37 19
A 2
19 12
25 18
19 1
32 22
32 17
5 2
31 15
39 29
26 15
1 1
25 11
2 1
26 6
L3 25
50 L2
22 8
17 2
5 1
8 2
12 9
9 7
12 5
9 5
1. 0
15 8
b 3
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Contd, )

/% 3
IT/; 27
II/3G 54
Stab & 53
I/% 53
II/X 53
III/3G 53
Stab & 77
/% T
I/;% 77

1T/ 77

II/NJG 2

I1/7G 9
Stab 26 26

IIT/726 26
10 2G 26

Stab Schl, G 2

I/Sehl, G 2
II/Schl, G 2

Stab SKG 10
I1I/s% 103

IIT/SK: 10 ;
Iv/siz 40

Part of I/IG 1
Stab X& 1

I/%¢ 1
II/%6 4
Stab 1 6
I/K: 6
III/K: 6
Stab X+ 26
1//e 26
III/%G 26
ITI/K: 30
III/X 5
Steb X& 76
I/K: 76
II/8: 76
IT/%: 77
Stab K& 100
II/fe 100
IIT/Xe 100

{90918)116
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‘ i:oca:bigg

S.E. FIGHTERS

Leocoe

Vibo Valentia
Sardinia
Comiso

Vibo Valentia
Gerbini
Catania
Trapani

Trapani: Sciacca

Trapanis
Gerbini

Chilivani
(Sardinia)

NIGHT FIGHTERS

Comiso

ToE. FIGHTERS

Montecorvino
Camaldoll
(Naples)
Ciampino: Pisa
Pratioca di Mare

GROUND ATTACK

At Milis (Sardinia) 1

in process of

transferring to

Sicily
Gerbini
Gerbini
Montecorvino
San Pletro
Montecoxrvino
Gexrbini

BOMBERS

Foggia
Airasce
(N7 Italy)
Airasoca
Sen Panorazio
Istres = moving
to Schifara
(Foggle)
Grosseto
Grosseto
Grosseto
Viterbo
Grottaglie
Foggia
Foggla
Foggia
Placenza

‘Morin (Foggia)

Morin
Morin

SEQEET

AFPPENDIX 3
Strength Serviceable

36 28
2 14
3k 23
6 2
36 15
23 18
30 12
3 2
39 18
35 3
36 30
1L 11
33 17
2 2
29 25
17 7
0
32 20
27 16
L 2
8 0
12 12
7 )
18 18
25 11
19 10
3 3
37 18
29 17 -
L L
28 25
3 27
1 1
23 15
8 5
2l 19
29 - 10
2 , y|
21 8
32 20
25 . 17
i2 i
L2 33

37 19
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0 APPENDIX 3
10 July Unit Location Strength  Serviceable
s
Contd. )
TRANSPORT

IIT/TG Pratica di Mare 49 37

IIT/1G 2 Lucoa 48 35

/TG 3 Capua 23 1L

I/ 5 Pomigliano 21 7

(Naples) :
II Fl, Korps Aquino 8 .2

Transe Ste
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1 APPENDIX k.

18 May
1943

N, Italy
Ne Italy

C. Italy
Se Italy

12 June

1943

- ITALIAN ATR FORCE STHENGTH

1st Squadra
2nd Squedra
5rd Squadra
,th Squadra
Sardinian
Air Force
Greece
Sioily
Aegean
Albania
Slovenia~
Dalmatia

TOTALSS

Army Co—~op.
Navy Co=ope

18t Squadra
2nd. Squadra
3rd Squedra
L.th Squadra
Sardinia
Greece
Sioily
Aegean
Albania
Slovenia~
Dalmatia

TOTALS:

Army Co~op,.
Navy Co=0ps

1st Squadra
2nd Squadra
3rd. Squadra
4th Squadra
Sardinia
Grsece
Siocily
Aegean
Albenie
Slovenia~
Dalmetia
TOTALS:

Army Co=~0pe
Navy Co=-op.

18 Moy = 9 July 1943(1)

BOMBERS FIGH!ERSA/
o o
Strength serviceable Strength servioceable
79 - 28 ok 50
7l .16 93 58
86 . 30 203 104
36 13 36 23
70 46 125 93
26 7
34 8 221 100
33 19 L5 3.
49 31 2L 13
6 9 L)
480 200 886 488
Strength: 266 A/c servicesble: 195
Strength: 301 A/5 serviceable: TS1
52 21 142 42
32 L 5k 16
119 L7 227 113
15 3 30 11
33 15 139 77
25 i2
8 5 219 102
33 20 L3 37
L9 28 2 15
8 10 7 ou
w5 B0 i3%
Strengths gg;g A/c serviceable: 199
Strength: 27¢ A/o serviceable: 130
66 13 161 83
31 1 38 25
132 L5 213 115
i0 0 27 18
17 10 127 75
% 11
L 0 159 39
30 11 L5 35
51 31 2 16
7 9 7 2
358 121 87 k29
-Strength: 295 A/a serwviosables 200
Strength: 287 A/c serviceable: 1G8

(1) From Super Asreo Statistical Returns,
DS S0918A(118)/BN.6115 30 6/55 R SECRET
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GRAZZANISE
@carua
@CANCELLO
[ - @POMIGLIAKO
¢ QUAPLES' @00 oeL cout
2
7
SALEANO
@HONTECORVINO
@BATTIPAGLIA @OROTTAGLIE
SAN PANCRAZIOO
LEVERANOO
.
OMiLis
POLICASTRO
SCALEA
OVILLACIDRO
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