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A sion>£praph on the developoent, orgAOisation and aohievementa of

publiolty on behalf of the Royal Air Foxoe» froa April, 191^, until the

oonsluBlon of the Second World War, Auff;tst, 194>5«

ORI&IH AND liSXPAllSION

Frcn the last nontha of the First World War to the dedlaratioa of viar

with Qamaqy, S^esber, 1939*
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Nees oovera®9 throufliwut the war in the haao-^iaaed Coonande and oweraeM

of xeportaae, films, bioadoasts, photo«na*»ho, pamphlets, feature

■J

by means

articles and faeilltiss for Press and other rsprasentatiees*
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What is now tho Dirootoirate of P\d>Xlo Bhlations^ Air Uinistiyy has hod a

continuous oxisteiiosf in various fozns^ sines the oreation.of tho Royal Air

Fotbs on 1st Aprilp 1918, nfasn tho Royal Kaval Air Servioo and tho Royal^

Flying Goxpa wsre moiged into a ainglo ssrvioo*

BofOro tho fusion took plaos Royal Flying Ooxps puhlioity was handled

.  iSwlusively hy ^ War Offioe« as part of its gemeral Axiqy pidilioity* At this

time* howover* the Royal Naval Air Servioo had in eadstenoo a mall pt^ieitf

sootion of its emu Ihis seotion, laiBarily ooneontsd with rsomitingf

operated fetsa tho Qeystal Palaoo at Annerley* It was not part of tho

an indopendoat buroan untilAteiralty oontnl press aaohlno and funotioi

taken over hjr tho Air Ministiy on tho first birthdqy of tho Royal Air Foreo*

as

Shs puhliolly of the Air Uinistxy uadamnt aany ohangife and

devttlOEinssits during tho last eight noiiths of the first ^^oold war«

devolopiamts took plaao in the intorla yeors loading ilpto tho R.A.F* oa^pinoion

in the ald-thirtioa^ and twm than until tho onOnnsak of tho ooooad world war

Svaanoro

on Hd Septeehor, 1919*

SaiMipiffPm
She original Royal Naval Air ^rvioo ptdOloitr oootioa

above tho Leioeoter Sejuaro Sid>e Station# On being ebaoibod into the UrettBrato

of Air Intelligenoe it booano part of tho large ptdiliol^ bznn^ ttiaet had

^p by tile tine tho Amiatioo was eignod in Iftivwhor* iiH8f tho bmiuih being

housed at No# 5 ^ohn Street* Adelphi* and in the vdtoX Oeoil#

Captain H,A. Dawson* a sMBiier of ths Axny Pidiliflity Branch Staff* wnd

brought in fkoa the War Offioe as head of tho branch* whioh oaxriod on uader hio

leadership until the end of tho war*

Tho bxaaoh was ox^nised by Ostade Deweon into three seotiono* vio*i«»

(a) News and Press Slsaiaaries

(b) FOatura aitielsa and mr Suonarios

houaad in

'^0.

1
,'i
■i

(o) Pbotosrai^iSa filns and publlo Isctures ^ ^ ^
(loo^reTln faotorlaaontto biatoor of the War In th» Air wuo oiSUtMA )
by the of Rneildoas}*

lines as theDuring this period woirk wao oxgBunisod along tho

Dir otorate*a aotlvitioo whan it bad aohieved maturiV ia tho days ^ tho sooood

She ayetoBi of issuing ooDwuaiquos* together with press storios on tiio

ou^ut of those days ijrovided a ttsefOl preosdmt
/for

world war*

air war* was adhered to and the
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of the branch inoroaoed paraportlonatel/f a oiaall oomoittee being appointed to

Subsequent reconBaandationa troa the reconstltotodoo«or<Unat© poliqy and plans*

Cknomlttee drear attention to long periods of ovortizae oor&ed lay the staff
8^ththe argent neoossilgr Ibr an Increase in tho personnel engaged in the ooxh*

the launching of the second and larger espansinn

progress in the sphere of publioitQr* 2o fulfil the re<|tiiresiente of the gfoutly

eotpanded Air Foroo it was neoesaaxy to attract a large nusher of reorulta*

in 1$}^ thero
A

/
▼tew of this an eKtension of ^ublioilgr sezviees was essential*

iUi-era'Believing the entire probleia» ISf fiobertem sUbaltted on

At thie period lord Svindcn vse Airlaeoaoranduza m the shbjeet*
●fThe osooraodiBi M

A HOOT OooBilttee ms foned and all poihta sthaltte^ by Ifeb fiahertMCi wW®

oarefUUy ocnsiderod*

Major deoisions arising oat of tise dbwhieeisp. aer

(1) A pihllslty policy should be ah^tsd aad te

Oonald fiantas Peztaaaaat ttofler Seoretary*

■

■

a policy ooiifliMd to Bress Ualsen* 9m
■  ' ' y 1 . V"’ ■ V

I* \

£l

(a) oalnteiiaiioe of the preetig^ of

of defaRoei

(b) MflBMitQoatl

(o) efforts to aabe the p^Ue ●ainttliided*|

(d) deroiopBwat.of OirU i»lat^

(e) Increase In sales of British Airoraft OMaweae* .

Ilsthods to be etqplayed in the neir pehUeity

The ftenotifla of a aeer Oomlttce under the diaimanshlp of* 1h#

.j

I
‘H-

'-K" ■

■ i ■

e ●?\

*’v

t.A;

m4

V
 t-.

.-w

■V* i'fi

tnf- .
i. \,r y.iI

I.

4>
l-W,

'§aM
m

wm
ri

i

i '

■/r

»
■J t

(2)

O) 'X\

of State fbr Airw

Thsae deoisions were taken at a oeeting held on Janoioty 399^

She new. Oosaitteo oocn^ied the nest eight aoit^ itt dellftimhiCiit hn
its findings flB Sopteicher 2dth» when, under the ohaimaBshlp of Sir

it onnouneed its tams of vofarestoo, yis« i«

"To aftvieo the Seoretaiy cf State CA sU ootters roantii«( to

X:
VJV!

ifim

!

to comi^ and ftasBOato proposals as to pvhlioity flieofl«re«

Civil Aviation# and other branohes e^iiKtorests of the RoA*F*#

departmental aotivi^# as to tho esrsaniaatioa reqoixea#

ordinate the execution of approved acheaes of jpiaOioity***

aiA to oo«>
\

\
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DmitH^CTORY SOMMARI

Bly' the time the war began the frensnork for a coap:*oheai&iyo nem ̂

oovorage of R.A.F, cKstivitles had been established with headquarters at Air

Ministry, Whitehall, and with a nuoleos of dvilian aM saruloe staff* Plans

had been drasm to cover all the oj)Qrational ooajiaands and the struetupo of a

i>td>llo Rolatlons Chit to aocawpany the squadrons overseas wto opportunity

arose had been etiviaagod.

In short, D.P.R. controUod - aoong other fonas of pvbliedtar - a gr^

rows agency vihtoh worked for, and not in coo^etltla® «dth, ovo*y other sei^

gathering service, whatever its fisediwa. Its fhnotion was to ca^^ply n«is of

th<; to help others to obtain it, and to offer guidhneo*
%

The Direotorate grew in pace

Air Force and beoaoe r^resoated in every

olth the esq^onsion snd ossisBltxBsiits of Jbhs

theatre of war throu£^hout tto world*

day^y*day and nlght-lgr-night work of the Service was reportedt Imllotitti

issuedf feature artioles^ pao^piaslte SbAcofeintns news stories wore /

sit^ed to the br^adoastiiifi; ooop^ee and thei fiUatiarterial was

thsOT SBdia the work of the R.A.F. «as publidBod In Mtaiil ana tl»

the mUd natiom and neutral coimtries* On?y the istenaivi^
\

aBKmg

org«»l«id <M.s amvloe oould *Kd with tha .peed M>a >altt tlio *»®e
5

in'

aotivitias. fteWLio Relations Offioors wont to granoe with «io mtieh m

Ibroes In the latter part of 1339 and ronffllnod with ttoo watil the oyteuatioj^ . ̂

Ihoy soinred on the airfields of Britain, they flew idth the iK^iedewt ̂  ̂

ag^iin oervod in the Middle Sast^ In ISOte aMiV%

i

R.A.T. was baaed overseas

Italy, and then in South-east Aaiaj they cenwed the traiwport routes <tf the M
1

world* i

Tho p.R.t.»s In the field were, in effect, offlolal w cerrei^aadfuits*

flowed into ttw Air Minlstty haadqiEurtero vrtiore it was edited^

.  scrutinised for security and policy by the specialist braiwhwi (whose

desdAhed in ftactcsedliig seoti«is) and distrtbutQd*

Valuable'lessons for tho op^tion of Public Holatlono ttoits sere gaitt^

llstakBS, ̂ ere possible, sore rtiotifled* gfthr

Xlklr news

are

in Prance early in the war*

the landings in Rbrth Afria aiobilo units ware fonmid to follow the course of

,^rrQBgeIQcalta wereti«e carepai^^i into Tmiiaia and then into Stelly and Italy*

CBido for ttw transport and ao<jc-orsBiodation of ac.'rbdited wai’ cos'i'csqjoii^^to and

Ahe4
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sidft tranaataalon of thoir stories. MeauohiXe ^apasoae

dovelAping in Soutb-east Asia and the sotlvitlea had to be covered*

H ublio Relations headtiuai-tors «as set up in India, and ,\ir Infonnation -

it was now called - beoaiao part of the .>outh-east /isia

The lUrectorate took advantage of a groat Awer and /dr ita-oe exeroise in

lingland earV in 1543 ● known as "Spartan'* and dasoribed as ®tha greatest moc^%

battle in histoxy** ● to 03Q>erim«»t again with the operation of Public ‘

unite in the field. It was, in' effect^ a rehesraal for tiie

in the. following year* P.H.O.^a, writcre and jdiotogr^hars, wore gelegteii to

'operate on the oppocing eddee, end to work with field oenaors and wildi ttoe

Amy P.R.O.'flb

war was

as

A Bioak dal]y new^oper was produced on both sidfiSi, to be«^ the troops SBdt

the flying nwai infOrsed of the oourse of the **battXs**« fbe Amy P*a»0**S fPSPS

oialxdy respxaihlble for tBeaa papers^ bat the Air Sinistxy roprosentetdvoa

oontrlboted the air infomatlon eaoh doy*-

lessons learned on this oxeroliM and in the overseas oviseiiisatlann.

than operating were the basis for the bolM^Ag OP «f O nops

seredee ♦ jttr Infonaatlon - in pt^aratlon for ̂

InvBsixm.of Geroaay* An Air Infonaation uxdt was insialled .

■

was the operational headquarters of the 2nd TOctibal Air Vtscifo

?.

%■

prcgmratlons* The work of the various (kotys was reported dgy

by aeans of bulletins^ artialeo« broadcasts, photogropha filets t&S Oft»#
^  which preoeded the IK)sy landings was told* "
^  ̂ saoault

I>*Day throe "asaottlt teans** - eaoh o ayriaing  a war eorr^gspox^ftent
photogra3>her and a Ptd>lio Relations Officer - crossed the by ship*

m

hen a news h^dquartere was oet op in ROrmandf, and copy |po flown ly ●
alroraft. Held units were.orgarlsed to raova forward as O

A

■k'-

if

tha heals of the adva ci»ig Anales.' ‘rtiere was reoordlr^ gear for sojxplyicg tte '

broadcasting c<H*panisa, oaitor transport for the P.a.O.*s

n

, war coKrespot dents

Vf

g officere,' and fUn and still onswraiBen* Operational pilots nh®

ware aispollod oo corduotlne officers ffer newapfi^eir

-I

●● -I
ard oondneti:

ted ooffljJot ed their -tours
I

%
coj-reepondents.

Air InfoiaBatlon ted Ite ODblls unit, coiaplete with Idtohon

0.»s - a-itial> and Cansdlan <● on the advanced airfields of 83

md staff9
and

 (Sroty
(soppcrtlne the British Second Amy) and 8a <ht>up (ac^portiftr th© Canadian

Plrat .Aray)* it had also ita ropreaej tativos at s.Ho A . s,» «  'ffiame P.RoO»*s on
i

/the
iL.

I
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(a) TW TOfflia OOMMAMD

Sadh Grroi:qE> ^ Bomber Conanand had its Publio Relations Qffioor, with an

office at Crioi^ Headquarters and priority for the use of a oar to enable him to

stations^ He was also provided with a olexiu Although the methoda niw roover

varied slightly from (ktn^ to ®roi:?>, aocording to the individual roquireofints

of Air Offioera Oonmanding, the procedure in general was the fsamci*

A P,R.O. was attaohed to a Group, hia 'nit being Air Hiniatxy

direotly responsible to the SOnior P.2,0, at Oooaaand Headqua^rters to w^|

All oonmunicationa were made. Accounts of bombing operations wero upual^^^^

phoned to the Senior P.H.O, and (for a time) stories were also sw ̂

altbou^ this latter pn^ioe bad to oease as bonbing oporotioas

was

,v

C' '
yj

y>t\
jj

.MI

V:f' '■A ■

Other stories and articlas,'leas wgent, were a«at Iqr D.R»Ii.&
■ >-v ^

P.RaO's worked closely with Operations Boons and Xntolligeaoe ®ecti£^‘^^^
9

psiially glvon''^xy;Group Qeadqiiarters and at stations, and were

entru^ed with sedx^ iaPonaation* Most Air <^iebrs;iton^

Qvovp ^.B, 0* as fli nffiflier df» th® GtaflPi

and a prlko to the puhlioity worded: to thc whl^

.  the oasoj ihat a p^fiAO’s servtoaa weire eaOi^j^
i

vaiietp of' aotovitid^'Ottoi^' thaoi- 1!'^
offtotoi' ohto;Vto oospll® Gtoup bulletiAS and

advising <m the tocrs of

Oharity shows, writtoS to*' ^

t

4;

i

speeches for tbs A.0v0* and other offideto*

iais official tork, however, was divtoed, aito.totog , .to
for Air Ministry .buUettoh’.'to'(1)^ Supplying material

of an operation as possible)

\

;  ::
i ●(

-  ‘

(2) iritii^ foUoi^up BSW8 storiesi
Ti■ i \

(3) Supervifling Ptess and other facility viaitti

(4) Finding suitable people to broadoast and hslp^

(5) Ministry of Aircraft Produotlhn liaison, 1y (a)

engine numbers day V dayi (h) writing aocounto 6f daitoao to
adventures of partioular aircraft for the faOtoiAai wtoto

i

i\

■  ● ● . 4*.

or of the

I

■■ )

manufactured them; and (o) selecting speakers for factory tonrSf

sent out direct frcm the Group - preporlng tofldif these speakers were

speeches;
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(6) Qlritiiig feature artlolos on ^oq^sst or oa tho P«R»0*s om iaitintivel

(7) Providing pl»tQgrapbs, oitbor thosa taieoa on opomtiODa or
i

ii^ station phocograpbora to iUcait.'ate artiolas eto*

Aa Bcaefber OtmoaxA^^ obief faction ni^xt tKKdiing^ n Qccaa^ K#&Ot

«aa at work and ai^t, aeq^aoiallor Prca 1942 oawanlo an tte

«eaa

offenaivo Inbaasifiod ● oovtsring interro^tiona aftt?r oaah operation

Qfiklns a lotavl of stationa at ;i^oh tc^ioa for foUoo^-t^ etorias hod ada«|^
©ad alsoj at laoraaainglj froijLWttt intsrvald ● eaoorting visltora to votoli

tako*^ usd ratum of alraraft' and othar ^ivlties ooaDdcrtad oltli

" She P»IUp« hiiaaolf Nibfi eooouxni-ad to> laake oogaatonal oparattoaaV>^itdli$^'  /xT'.t-.-iur.v..

, r:

although Uiaro ma no ooopulalon about tbto* Wtaati foan*oi^da»

wplaood ^ tooUiglaa igrpaa* ptovdUlag ooro adoaoBiodatSoA

a 'fow P«£uO*e took ipavt in auok'fUglitfli* '
,  ● ■ ■ . ■ " ■ - .^v;

^ of tbd d^ m» tke of tha pmloiio

V

i.-i

^ho j
Vi

:  ■ /

Itioo* »ait«- waa obtaUidd.'in ttao, -* I 4
s

V-, .■■;
(a) ^ at^Mdiiis iiaimm&Aim of oeoiokif

fV-
9●.{ -

^  ̂oooll^oi

plaoo M ^cuOkO

@»»H(S#9 dusias.ittta'v^iiflf^ tw>. , ,.

● X*. ‘ V
● 1

rr^<f,.
,v.

45 \iUc Vi K \ ● *.

t0| O0^'---:.B0[i(li

f -

tK- ti^ to ttiao, at 'i^oa^RaijU-
of tko lUglik^o flpaa iba>^ort

;. -(b) peruoliig tko tot^ligwoe fonoo. fron' ©at^ :|i^^

5l

^;.4.

 ^4lvv^
W^

;®
●i

l^.y! f,-.'|i' ^

●VP- ’. ?'r
n

'qttart<9ra«

k<

.V
?i

n

5®
Wi

»
/

SPS
t.

iit?

■}.

\  ■

pfSS
ft'J

\  [

^ 2^%0* 09^ ik«i lU99 eifnioMKt 0^^

^aa^tioo of ottaote tbo «aatla» 00edii6ilno» tko Oi»oatid^^3ftoiife.jB^^
aa^ aiiff tbe noaOlto ^savv^d togothor o^ntatiOBi ftoao-ooii^'^

aoBk»- paftioulor aOvoBduroo ooa& no a f&no oboarA an

^bk anotiosir fl£^<4to» Ho ogaipOaito

■  ■,●J^ .

iA

‘ jj

I '^

^ or to tbo Siinior Air staff Offloor^ for thsir

#1

,W

j,1

V !4

and tkon talspbrnd it to tho d«p«£«0. at Ctawaand ifij tsbov^sould oombint it oi^

aimiXar anooFiiiifc© fvCBL otkar Orcntp p»R»0* 'ob
a

/Attoatioa
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Atteablttmas paid to p«(bUol1gr t^r Bp^?lro por-soanal. Ifeoaa Of iW^

telophoned to the S*P«R«0. axid separate

]
r.t:

\
.’ersonnel taking part in an attaok were

stofies on Satire sq^uadrots mre often auhaitted*

P.fi*0* loight ooBid aoroaa briefIn hla sorutiiy of intolligi-noe foraa

refaronoes to some paxtioular aivanture or^gallantry in a aquadroA whose inter- ,

This would entail visiting tbo atatiaBi ̂rogation he had been unable to oover*

If praotioable - obtaining the story ly telophono from tl» persons ooat«^

These f611ov-\q> atoriea Ixwarlably obtained good udage in the fellowlns nomiii^*j

or -

pape:a> as did aooounts of dingfay rescues*
✓

On days or nl^jhts when Preosoi*® and other vialtore were to be

was not always possible for a P#JE*o. to oarsy out hla nertHaatharSag

The p.R*Ow beosBe an Ssoortii® Qffioer, to paMdOo visitors lAtb tiMi

gRkiited th(aei end to saoo^lyi

I \

\

\ <  ;

'f

{ I

y

Vimtora ooB^rised a great variety cf peoplo^ _ flily .’lisd

■  pand«ats and other newsp^^ writers and pltottisnB^aoPa
  British roprosontatlvsb in

/■ ^ omotm aitiata and <n»enBaen<i ^
I

sad other brosdassting oonpsalos*

fsotonr SOlfcorSa ' ‘
’  ' . . _ ■ .w ,

Seaotlaaa'visits voro dssignsd to sliqw :tl»t. gsasinl'iinfi^w'.^J

station^ ̂ hy day a4^t| aoBstiiMs oMndaf ;

*V

'A'

OAmUp to ths oid ef )9ML ssleotid visitors m

orovBf but as hlgh3l/ sserai infsinstioa heg^ to be

SsBStlass visits wore for the ptttpose
t

of

partioolfir phaso of vorh.

A p.n.0. bnA to "xiAB too Ohanew" to

statlmx oould ecoplaia that he was rsosiviag

to watofo that visitors' did not in aiy way intorfhaM tAtn aar,;’^^ ̂ ^^

This latter eoasiil«MtlSn'sfliiii'^>sootloas of proporatlcn tar an attaok* m
proved a diffioult tsak in the ooso of olviliaa photOffN^pbiVi iho

●a
Jl ;.r

V
c

t

i
pieturss **arvsnglnflf«

^its vnasr the beading of "gsnsrsl faoUi^ usiadigr oaniniisd

folleoing psogmnti ● Zntroduotion to the atation ixflwnntidav ai^ S ftqeijsAn^

oonBandori on in£qpeotion of one of the hangars and ths interior of SB

aisomfti tour of the boid> du^i visit to the boBboaiaiing trainsr <md the ,

link trainer and to a orev room to aoe. flying olothing oto«

f
{

i'.A
i -

:

v)

/oparation
s
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opoMttoB Bight bo BiftBsaed

disoietion of tha

^ airfield
cooBBimding

the flying control toner (at the

or from the end of the runsEy
officer)

control pUot*a hut.
 at

^/OXlAgrSp
Those mro usually obtained on request# tram the s.p » n

P.R.O. aight suggest tonw S-P.H-0., although
pn.0 al at least .

*  ■'^

o

nta^ea« f„ broadcaetia*.;On
*'®®olvl

ne

ng a request the P« R. 0. had to find

«9“ln>a ana - if it B9» not for

BOKoboay aith a llleely voioa.
a ^eoi

a apoakor xAth the

fled individual « he had

ftxBt front over the

orot eorSs as far possiblot luML

to ohoQse

told with the
speaker, using the latter* a

re^aiilxaitted it to the

^Oe or eloe the '

c^

speaker for ltU'oro»v»a, ^

weaker to<*'it eith Ut. t» ^

A ^paakor aeoetiiaa# ###

car ftr »diwot« bwaaetoU, mi

o^Uaa ef the a.a.0. ftp ncorting

&i.P. miBiHr

as

dlng on the 'urgmq r.
b7 airoieft and -'

■n .,

it out he then

»<wlpt UBS aent cto ta»s.P.

broadoasting etudio, did^>an
mahed to the etudio

«i«lonal

t

B^aiaea risits ftea
●“thuaioaa of

^^ttotofjr trorkare to airfUide^ the

<«wraUveoln their mrfc (often os^lo^asat

j ●■r'

ihtereot
C-?a

atioiiataa Iqr taXko .itrea bgr osBbcrc of aip>opan aod br the SwspV iMr

Swtoflwn ««iascp «fioa»» ^
with a eeloetion cf aiifnoe a»4

Information a
Otraiea to fhotoriea.

^  tha Group

aimraf^ taking p
. «hgUie '  .>5-

art in attaoket these
Wire passed to the ta^t»g^ :^

an alnaroft had surfived
Teohnloal

osooUBta of daBagc Wieh

for similar alrsulatlon> aooom#«Mr

●» Of the a^tcpoa cf b»*«B, ai^*,**, *^

 and ha alao mate special
*‘>0 P.R.O.

*l»o ftoteiioa

1,^
T. *'

lottere and BBgiari). S' .'

on ganarel topics man eBlocaod
A’^oles

auoh as the wo
ftpoa the P,k,o»# bn mA>4eete

of vurioQ#

a orev

^oatohcui^

of

rk of 9.A.A.F. airfUld
*«**»>*<»«»». toaopipticao

ftnotlona of the diffeieat
to eelaaids nith

IQeJEhlBm ^

«««sltiBg dpiwas)

spooieased jca and of

, obaraetap
(often deaignad

station Ufe ato. eta.
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Photographa,

Before the opening of other theatres of war» after the ooUapse of ■

Prance, ;J.r ianiswiy official photographers paid frequent viaits to BOBfi>er .

Oroupa« Aa the mtahef of these p/iotographdre atavioned in Sngland deofiHtaed
X

invitatioos uero oiroul&ted to airtnon and K,C*0« station iitaotogrMieni to
●  , ●

oo«oporate with ?,H«0l8 in obtaining neea pioturea, and there «cro Tolnoble
i  ' ■ ‘ ' ' r .

/

ruaulta* A requi.at for help of tbia kind naa made thxoi^ tlM 61019

Fhotographio Officer.

P.R.O. examined j^tographs taken tqf aixovaft pamejfse durtng

an operation ulth a view to seleoting tJtoae auitable for piddioaUctta

OonolUBion.

fhe oucKxesa of a Group P.R.O. deponfitoa lar®aly on hlo liblUtjr

f

; s

/  *s

!

\

J
●5

;K. <
I\

and maintain Ijao oonfidonce of the A«0«C« and tto ooi(i^E^Swratl4il of 09^,

■eotibn at headquartere, at si^aaes (as the Group bOlM^

Bis aim uaa also* to be lotoon porotH^and at atatiotta*

A r

K
I

and flight cwmatOm and Ijgr as naitr menbors of

the ooatlnsal, ciu9g» of pOmoonel made thia
1

and often flow, with the orewa«

BoXxui hia om editor^ nous oditori art editor and :

As during his aimqpepor life,' ho "oaotaoti*

intelligenoef officers on stations eho eotdd

storloOo Shis a valuahle ooontor to

j
e 'X‘

(eapeoioij^)4artag the ear}y yeax4 o# war) end W tN

Boa to «bat thof deeoxibed as ®rtiootlng a lino*** X <; Vi

Ma ri,:-

i.‘ : ●1
if*a-

.{V

V

M

rA

■'●ft'

’  ■ m
V

/ ■ - -f'
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At til® b®ginniog of th« war & pidillo Helatlono Offioor «8
N

attaOhod to oedh Qroi^ of Fighter Oorasand^ and fA tho Oenewaid hosdqpartera

a wA^oMcmpiaft vae awlved to ^nal4o nms to bo deaft olth a*

*

81^ tiao dyeing th® Zk hoars*

The Oroa^ F«H»0» 's» lib® those in Boniior snA CtoftStal

OenmaBAst sere reportem or nsap-gathororo, woartdng in olo^ tea^ tilth

^ WoUianm^ ®hoar aid not, hosevtr, reOly ontlrelor « ̂ ««leX w»oap|»

adthonAh atesFB ipsidia bjT then ●hot oanrlad oat their opn
thsir teoatoia ia tto «4osirf\a'

o

^iote SO as to aako

y'.

5.

n^irB'^tltaDs^to^ , Those stories ter® telnghoaeA dtraot to SSHi^

Ftthlio Rslatifins offloer St tito Oonmtti^ B,«8* ttoaro they sfttn ewil^

hefore ofrioisl ioteUidlonse repertii*

All tl» verld began to know tho H.A*P* .fl^iitUr  | ,

\

:
t \

■  ■ r .; -I-

^  to htiP of blo..«fvlo^t Mo pojctrolt ass

’● ■ 's»al^.'ttF.tbo F,E*Q*. -aMh!F the;sowoMtod^ p«^ v . ".-

'-v :

i.iVM

the. olrfMds* Sho puiblioltF ttoSae ass onoKW^we, o»d ̂  ,

V

■
fi/i

●i1 t

//J

tberfieeorultli^ flgioos sni tn tbo odBlrttion’id.^Mh^^^ ,^*®^ .̂-,v

\vr. ,i?
Y

.

 \
Y.V'

 / V V

^s'^4I

SIV>*.
i

f \

■i\ ■ ili

tree >0^ bar sOotioni of the MsaadV*
Tbs PJU offSoo at OoBBsadi Bi^h^aso .tto 'atwi^;i?ti^

abelo of HL^iter Oesoeaft's sotiyities* atro thesoteSl^ fi

●  aore ^^jlnodited end oo*ordinated into the Isrgor ploturs of tbf

operatioanv The final eoB^oslte eoeoant ass tttaa tOlei^iwod tO Idi

Mlnietry ahttro It aoa eamtlntsed fbr eoowrttjr e*d psssod to,

of lafbxteatlcni for dtssoudnatifm to Fresa eni radio*

\
■ ■' .'I

't:

vlI
\'4

\
i.ir-!'. '■'

■ >’ ■ -i

●  .'i
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*Nw

:.Y<
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At Ylrat there aea little to report oa»

● ftrat bantSh aith in the Battle of the Firth of Ftrtb in
1  '■ ' ■ *

Ootbber, wo dalf reoerd^ hot tw the first el^t Mirtho of tl#
ftootlon of the p,R*o^ *a a«a to erlto **baqh®waM’* ttttflOf oh

. hoa tho fighter ptlote end gro«ad mm tMA sod aortnd, on ^ (Sbirtni^;

Corps end soflaeoKLi^ht eresa, end hoe tho ooHvitlea of oeeh fltt^ into thir

gesorel defanBO scthosia*

(

f

nIs' :

●' ■*],;V
1

●V,

V-.

^ li

i

eoeouation of tho
\
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Tto mnaaMan, of tho B»*&F» Aran Daokixk gm tto

squedrona of Pieter 0<azmaB& their first real battle* It also gavo

the P«R«0«*s their first ohanoe of roportlbg a fuU*ooale eotioa. Vb to

this tine operatioiial stories had bem ̂ tten at tho rata of dboat tiro o

.'Ooek* Nov the orgaideatlon was issulag throOf four and efometiaao ̂ to

stories a dap* Z& addition to these ness stories of eneountegs there

stories on eseapes fnsi behind the eass^ lines*

Ihe Battle of Britain entailed long hears of ̂ »k* Qie .  V :

P*R*0**s sopplisd a running oooasntarpimi the^ finnp setisns, and

kapt busy vlth broedsast seripts and festuro arUoles* iSnor had te

■

a

\

also

''U.

:
■s

 y

\
, i::

», ■':

parties of vsr oomhpcndents» artists^ j^atogteg^iaaPBt t»I>
radio repreaentativea round tho filter statione* ¥heSe

. of the British and Allied Press and radio provldsdnunh of the ooil«i^

of the atoory of tho Battle of Britain^ but tho hard nnid of iNotttil

reporting was sMppXlod ^ tho P«R*0**s*

'  ‘ The snaa' syston of rapor^M

I N

UN(
<●

iV
.■>

\  .
the INhtlt' bf Mtsia v^

‘ 'i mmiS'

:  'l^tar Xtanaiandvagnd agBiiist ttn' Oeism^'^t;%i^

.  : Siohaorntng t^'tinilMrof Myraldhoii^:>

tmt the' W»ot novB Inosaossti^. aad'Sh’

oh dOftailed^sMiss nf the nahy ooiii^ M

the evening papers* )

easing bif ^

midkt suoeesses in the defense of mtain

Otar the Oontlnant b^ah in l^Jlil* pgm

and the p*B*o*«o at bosntand R*Q. aivcyo h£^ SBChl^

' take plaee* tsora P*S*0. *s vero posted 'to 'the thd. 1hi|... ..
f.

boeiest-Qreapo ware elle^ taro or taars ropbrtii^

There vckaxm
●f

I

vy

g^ieliMd St a Qronp Headqpkarters vhere the hsbep vss hS^t^ ta| 'V,\
eperations table and \shers oonbat reports Arm'idl ^ sbeAdronb ^  ..-f

V

vers QontimtSUy’ arriving*

Anethw P*S*6. vas otatlonsd at a baay bNl

he ^av all the, sqpadron personnel and pilots^ Be vas present bl ^

briefing and at interrogation ^dteh the pilots returned^ end he tel<Qdt(aMM|

.  ...̂
 ' I

V' 3 ●/

4-  i

his story to his eoUeagoe at Qroi^ HOadquarterso The aeoond. oAPiesr

/^n»d^lBtney*'^o

V- ■

#0
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^uld "mnTTyw this stoiy vdth the information he had collected himself:

he viDuld then comnunicate his oompsite account to Oommand Headquarters ^^re.
)
j

in tiuniy it would be oo*K>rdlnated with reports from other Groups*

During the first' 18 n»nths of the \»ar there uas  a strict rule

that names of successful pilots should be published on3y if the/ had
0

Later Ihis order was relaxed, and P*B*0*s were able toreceived an award*

i

mention b/ wota** the leader of an/ outs ending mission*

in the field** found that the stoigr of n^When a P*B*0*

\

ei^loit would not Justify a prondnant positloii in tlfia nat

n

P; B

he ● or ttie duly officer at Ooaoand - would write it wp for papers

A sii^ar sMViee was suppli^ toin the pUot*s home<*town our county*
« *

overseas newspapers*
I mveX natOtotFighter Connand,P.a*0*s also wrote articles cf a

nr woiAnrh*
4,.,

and issued stories about airoraft for’ '  \

f' * -i *
i r.r ' ■ 't
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<o) py OOASgAL OOMaAHD
t

ooopleacity of its orgsniaatloa and its wide dispersalBaoaose of the

OaoBtal OoDoend pneentea j^blema In netra oororw tmlito those of other Coansnae.

tiie CoBgfland*a operatlflft
Bosidea bei^ ccmtiaualljr empLpye^ i» anti-sutenarteo war

also tho hlrfOoT-speoioUsed duties of air reooaoiaissanoe and seatheir

of bdoolMdlne ene^ir porta and dsstro^iae;rapOKtingz it oarried out the arduous

naritte coastal traftto. and it had a eoH.ps*otien ottii Al*-8o*thd eBS68QT*8

r
■I..

Resoue. }

I

oolfiBiand ^lad to gsto h teowW^
.V i

Piddlo Reiatians Offic.-era attadzed to

of Bsriti^ as sou as aerial sarfero; and had to ^contend al«» oomwloattaai*.

i ' ‘

>:
1
;

.<■

diXficdltiea aeeooiated with audi a: ■ k

● J- ■*

divided intoIiike other Ooanaada it was
on orvsraeali

In additioa thoro were two auib-Ccatends end
fjfcn ,B«Q» iui4.

one for trainln|[»

Qroitp hsadq^oartera were often hundreds of s41oo ff,

G^oup sd^t he hflpidrtda of allies Jftron Oroup H*Q«

(^ougps exteadod ower oore then a ttiotteand taiiw |p
●s

s'

A ■ !

'a. -V

/ .
.;;'v

M  a’

'  ReUtiens Offieer/and his staff,

d j^ishi^ 1401^ f M

●Vi/ 'VI

.■ iivi??'W "litlf’v’y. VT<7,
h:

Hv»-
, k <

i

of ths^1?iin Rroduotion OhiV s hoaerdi^ ^

of the fittt opeMtiojua, On

ess the ShotoaiKipliio Reednitaioeattos Cfaeoup

was hmeod the h«^» Po&*0*s«

. ^ Xn \t|ieoi7» one P*Rf O. was attached ^
lb of all

Qta^ were
■  y> ■ / ● ■:/'

*

and reepcnsihle for the netti

!C'

' praotlbe* heoense o^ the aBographioal diffl«4tf^«
■  ifijcnrtly'cne P«h«0« to cofifcr a hawy Group* ,

■f 1.

aotivities Inereased, the S.P*R.O. dsoSded that ^

le88-occapioa.toca®8 had tp ho ^ t

.'-fdMi4' ■tft

1;

V

have two P«R«o'oi two

ipwaionranfleia^t of P«R* wascovoraoB*
V ’-

and to enahXe snersditttd haTo ensure rapid ooverage

outlying stations with the oiniam of delay, «ie AdO,Ooin 0<.

Ote strength of PoR. eatablistaasat, with a

found Invaluable, and enabled the section to

aircraft cn

pOLeiced m

pildtd thUh

^ aircraft was
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head^^rtera, nocetiraos days ahead of the normal proocdure*

Tn additltn to the P.H.C’s tws full-time Ccaiducting Officers wore

attached to the aectlon by the A.O.C. in C*

to the nearer staticma, and on occasions they we^ aoocmipanled in Idle Oxford

Correa^^ondaits were taken by oar

by a Ccmductinc Officer*

The duties of the P.R.O*s were farther oomiiliGatod tgr tlie foot that the

Oeomand oaiae under the operational ocntrol of the Adoiraltyt therefore nearly all

- with the exception of Fhotographio Reo<xanai88anoe andtpersoBolily itens

had to be subnitted to the Adairalty as well as to Air Maiotvy for

She oaoplex nature of the dual ooisorehip, with all its "sRess" end VMfth^^flna»

made the task of publiniein^ the OoaBwnd extseoely diffloult*

The aiaount of news oateriol traa toamae; hut Adniralty

oensorahip prevented atoides being pdbaiahgd oatll weeks after the

e

etoriea

j

.  i '

<

^(h ●X

A.

●;u:
I

v?hen the teoadenta had lost their news value* i
\

OoBstal Oeamna Sostfian FnvJdal «Ua sxmvle oamawtu ' ●  ̂

/
 *■<
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It was net feund peseible, beoause.of shortage of te- tia1nt»lft »

o mid Zeolo»d» nw Sttlise P*R»0« at the dtstont sid»-eaBBanAs of the

A F«RfO*f

fer operatisns easiast

sttoehed te ana Overaaes

:

 fiihs it wies

ehSppiiiS end a-boots*

aUov stories In the distant areas to aeovaolate tmtil a P«R*0« ooSia pfltjr thea a

^ ^npieal exenplo ^as the visit of a P.R.O* to leelah&i he stoyed thm

It was found

visit*

seven days and returned with 30 good stories* Qte asuos P*R*0« flaw to OibreCLtaf

/and



m
.;V-:cv::rv-.

● S'* >'i
*● .‘-r.t \y

aoi within Tour daya had gatterod noio than fef/Ciity stories \

I

I

I

i.

i

-n, ' \

■ - ■

/ --.i
✓\

t

/





1

k- V \I
f.'V\ I!r ●

■■ i-'S-‘.

\ \

r

BjeoatoBts and xaoordingB sade ot Ssanaport Staticma «

P*Bi A^parviaoa. :o8 Oanwanfll P»B.O« Oeer ̂ th a x«i;Mraeeatatii»

xaoojidiiiga of tho latenaa ootiTl<ar at fiwo (Bxooaala) aizflold T;a««

xte P»B» .MUaii «or&ed in'ea^opamUan vith tha WuaXa^ of Mxcnoit l«cidiie$dai

tlumig^ ̂  iattair^a UflAflan O££lo«r at Mr tttala^0 for AiatoiaX v$a '

oaMaottOd an perfasaanMa S^pmu^ort OOraaond oinweft apamtdng’ all

wild« ‘*-

\
1

f/

*

/
■ t

V
■  ●' f, -

✓

■  ●. I '.

a
y

\
\

V ./ L

^  ‘ ?
I

Ai.

It' L.●
●v-\

V

A■■

li'-M

.; V ''"-'’A? .
:■»

■  . - ■I

:'J :8?
A«*.

r

?;
‘j*

- '* ■ ■

●●
.;

●● a r

. 7 ;4/

■■ ■ - 'i
V - .v^

:,4lI
vs

' 1

■/I

3



r-'
P.R. IH CO»OP]SRATiaH COMMAMD

As Senior Public Relations Officer at RkA.F. Co-pperation

Cosmand (niiich was under the operational control of Home Forces)9 Wing

Coaonander M^l^lpan took iqp duties in the Comnand Headquarters in the

December of 1940 and in accordance with the instructions of the A«0«C*-in-C»

Air Harshal Sir Barratt^ worked under Intelligence in the Air staff.

The A.O.C.-in-C. toldfJl^at the outset that he did not desire

any publioi'ty about the Coonand, which was regarded in some quarters as

having been established as a political coiq>romi8e in view of controversiy

at that time concerning the Army's requirements for air sipport.

v '‘ The Air Harshal was probably rig^t at that time in his attitude

f" ● for there was a strong feeling in certain Army Circles that the R.A#F. was

not giving the Amy the airoraft and othor assistance it was likely to need

in future operations (or, indeed^ in training) and therefore any publieiV

about the Command^ however innocuous in Itself» tended^ in the ppiniaa of

/V«». -

those Amy oiroles, to give the public a wrong impression of the co-pperatiaa

The eommand's operational aircraft inthe land forces were receiving.

nnre cmly lysanders.

AS a result of the then delicate relations between the Amy and

the R*A.F. the work of the P.R.O. had therefore to be as tactful ax^

an Aroy brigadier.diplomatic as possible, especially as his S.A.S.O. was

aS the mtedligenoe Officer under whom he worked was an Any officer and

as he was perpetually in contact with Amy officers in the Comiand and in

Home Forces.

For maiy months r.ublicity was restrained and it was always the

S.P.R«0's object to j>roduce material which, while giving the R.A.F* proper

credit for its work and endeavouring th maintain its prestige, did not

The obdeotlve was the same when dealingoffend Amy susoeptibilitiee.

with Amy war correspondents and others on facility visits to Units of

Any CO'>pperatlon Coomand.

increased publicity about the activities of his Conraand, notably in regard

to the air training of parachute troops at R,A.Po Station Ringway, near

Towards the end of 1941 and early in certain publicity

In due course the C-in-C agreed to somewhat

Manchester.

/was● 00

/



./ V/‘:/
fi-/

i
-■ ■ ■)

Iif
^■0- 2 -

f

\

was also given to the part, played by Amy* Co-operation Conmand sq^oadrons

in Amy exercises.

Wing Conisander 6illi;|^ was well received by the A.0.C.»iiH3*

at his headquarters and was always given the utmost consideration while

serwing undor him.

the Headquarters staff and a number of the groves and Units properly ease

to. understand what the duties of a F.R.O* were and his possible value in

Before 6illjHBi*s arrival at Headquarters the maiorlly of the

It was some time, however, before*<1||gi, mn1 n bo^ of

the R.A.*F«

staff were hardly aware that a Oireotorate of Fublio Relations Existed*

He tried to help to educate the Command in the usefulness of the Oirebtorate

by arranging various film performances, with the oo-operation of P.R«1#^

showing piotures of the work of the R«A*P» taken by the ^A.F. Filia Ihiitii^

These performanoes were most popular at Hea^aarters and at Qhiis of

Oommand and did much to assist oo-iqperation between the lisadqaarters ati^

This .point mey seem MviaX « bat tho ̂ fUill' ,and the units and the P*S»0«

ahovB had the uRaistslcable effect of greatly inoreas^' thb oo*o]M4^^^
,.y4

which the P*R*0« received throughout the Conomand.

The S«PJU0*8 duties consisted of keeping in touch with t#

of the Oemmand as a wholes producing news stoctos, iit<i

\r *

A;'
’t;.1',: "i ■talready mentioned)^ giving goidainoe to press oorrespondents on

visits, maintaining liaison with Amy Public Relations J^fioero,.

visits 1y Any war correspondents to Any OOMOperation 'sqOadrons'

f!

i.  -X

■

units, ea^hasising to eo;||[^ipondeiit8 and othero Idle ib^portisnoe

stqjport ground troops, and, not least, doing his utmost to

V

ii

relations between the Amy and the R.A.P. so far as it was within thO. JiOii^ . ' :
■1

There was often much misunderstanding coileidiriiilig'of a P*R«0«H|a4 do so.

the R.A.F. in Its 8tq>p(srt of ground troops and Slllman therefoira 'todih
m«

■!

I  ;V I
opportuni-ty to explain the position (by way of "baokgroQnd” inf(nn!iint|;i:|^

faots) to war owrespondents, air ocarrespoindents and apooial writera ««

a poliey which the A«O.C**»in-C approved.

As there was a shortage of P.R.O*s during the period he was

attaohed to the Commnd, the S.P.R.O. worked single-handed -'not a vety

satisfactory situation as in the course of his duties he often had to

■i●:<

'.K,

Alait
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visit the north of England, Scotland, Wales, the west of England or East

Anglia ftpd Southern England, since the Units of the Conasand were very

scattered.

GiUman loft the Coffiaand on the 31st March, 1%2 at a time whan

Tonahawks were being operated ty squadrons of the Coimaand over eneqy

occupied territory in Korthern Prance, Belgium and Holland but, for seearity

stories of their activities were rbleased. (Shortly afterreasons, no news

he left the Cominand accounts of these operations were passed for publicati«i)*

The logical successor to Amy co-operation Coasnand in northern

m axy future emergenoy tlwEurope was the Second Tactical Air Force*

problems which faced the S.P.R.O. during his tour of duty with Amy

for there is now a full understandibg
Command are not likely to be repeated,

of the role of the a.A*F. in siq>port of ground forces.

ft

At the saste tif%

GlUman regards ii as essential that if ft lo to be atie^ed d

Command whloh has such relaticmahip to the Amy as Amy Qo-operati<m.

every effort should be made to choose offioors wlw are able t

other than their own and ehew

/:

I i

’v

oo-oparate with Services

V.

1

%

^k.
w.

otherwise good'i^tione

: ●)

standing in dealing with the Azeyy
>., hp.it.

dlflsarvioo done to «w 0>^i,
- /"jt iflp; . ●■●i

and amay

4

>

1

I

-  ̂ .

\

■ 4^

I

t

jm
>■)

^fh
■; -M

.i



v' /i;!  ‘C
;  "Tl ’- ■- j ,

I (a) P«R,Z« ● FIIHS.

In advioing anti aotinc for P.P.H. the work of P.n.1 during the 3ar

has fallen into four taain divislonst-*

BollcQr direotionn aiad operational

O'^ntrol of the I]nit(s aotivltles at hose and oves^aeaa*

The provision of facilities and other general

1. i?.A.F, Fiui rao::«cTi(^ uraT.

aseistanoe to outside fila CixE^panies producing Newsreels, peature

filjos, docuntentaries and shorts for exhibition to the |»dillo«

POLICY, Dealing with all other natters of poliqy affectiag the fl2«

a^peot of pidille ralatio sj in particular, consulting eltti the

Ninistzy of Information and the other Service 7)epftrtia(Baita ott oietterB

oonceming P«A«F« or Conhinod Servioe films*

undertaking oertein projection oocnaitmMita #iiol^

slthoii^ mt a psimazjr funotion of the Branch, were ittsiqpeiiMe

fma the ecmtrol of film production*

PgM PROJ^TK^

2m

3.

I

4*

mms&L
The hiotosgr of the fonsation* dovelivaent and sdiieviMBaBte of the IVF#V*

is a long one and ia given as a separate report* She Uhlt was lecated at

Pineeood (B*a*F* Ivor Heath) and wae adalnioterod tQT TOdwloal Training OttWiph . .

but its operational control cam under S*P*H* and, for me b prootieol pufp000*#;^t

,ssaj■/LVKm^

can be regarded as part of the Direotorato*

P*R*1 promted the estsblishnont of the Utait ia 19^ and thert-eftor

aoted as a link between the F«P*U« md Air Niaistiy, other R*A*F* OOomanSd#

r'ii

i  ̂

Mlnistiy of infonoaUon* other 3e vioes. Allied eavemnanto and coanerioal

All denoada upon the Unit fUr the provisieii of film coverage or the Issue of

the onJy oweption to thielibrazp material mro properljr routed through P*R*1|

i  '

was tha Oporutional Seetion of the F.P.V* whose detaciiasata, nat«rsl|r»

under ths daF»to»d£^ opexatlonal control of the Conmands to ehldi thcQT were

atta^ied*

P*R*1 had to undertake all finanoial arrang«Banta on behalf of the Unit*

This iaOLuded obtoinlna financial aanotion for all proposed P*P*U« produetiom

wall as the puzuhaae of OAoeras and studio etpiipiBtsat required at Pineeood

the overseas Unita*

ae

All "taarketing'* of the Unit's toaterial to the pUblio wns ^oiaa bgT P*Polo

The laost in^rtont side of this va.^ the "selling" of ?, 1%U* nwterial to the



2.

BtoOTTsela* Beiotlyp the prooedur \ia8 for Plnetsood to send up dai3y to P»H«1 all

taatarial Uiat hod be«i shot that itd^t be suitable for ns^mvael use* Oensoarship

uould be asranged anrl the material vieeed in the Air Kinistzy Piln l^JeetLon Poom*

She vartous etorlea uould be aifted hy P.S.1 in the lis^t of the Heusroels* ourrent

Mqiuir^aeata (this mis^t inulude retuniiog material to Pinraood to be edited aloqg

eertain lines) and offered to the Owanioa at the most e^pprepriate oenent*

found that better roeults xiere Obtained by ‘ttiia method of eeleotioa than by

The neesreele were

It wa

autoaatioaUy offering all material isButliately it v»s shot*

a

rigidSy restriotod In length and therefore there was always friendly oonpetition

between the Servioea and outside bodies to oeoure ooverage in the Reels* This

ijeveral hundred ofloaeramen<KM|ietiti<m reached its toost aoute stage after  D ●

were operating and tens of thousanla of feet from different Units poured in daily

It laUl befor censorship and newsreel viewing at the centralized SIARP theatre,

●eea from the detailed eeotion on Kewsreolo in the separate report on the F*P*U,

that np to the and of the war the five British Hewareel Coqpanios used a total of

1Q9«600 feet Of F*P*U1 material.

All the personnel problems ax^ the establishment increases and altera*

tlmui» which brought the atrei^th of the tfnit.f!ram 57 at the beginning of 1$U2 to

a total of over 4CX) at tbs end of the War, were wozteed out by P,R,1*

She arrangement of faoilitieB for prodiioers of feature films,

mwrsolu, dooaBentarleo, eto« represented one of the main renitine Jobe of P«R,1*

To Isy on an apparently slaple faolUly was often  a matter of considerable

oanplOTityi a typical exanple, ahowii^ the steps involved in arranging a

faoiUty for a cootBerioal film ootqpaiy ia given belov*

A film produoing oonpaqy writes in to say that they sr^e engaged on a

pieture in whi<di one of the dxaraoter:. is an R,A,P, Officer* imaotioally ttta whole

of the film will be shot in the studio but they require fadlitieo to obtain a

brief ^establishing" ahot of the aoter stepping into an aircraft*

The first step is to advise the eonpany that the Air Ministry cannot

grant aoy faoilities for the production of a film until it has been sanctioned

RO action is taken therefore until the M.0,1'8 written approvalby the M.O*I*

has been forwarded to P.R.1*

ooopany arc asked to fmnmrd a ooiQlete soript of the film

i&;\lii«idar be. satisfii^ bhat thero is'np ."t

J ■

.  ̂
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i^tlw grouaSa of seoiuaellgr^ SuitebiXitQr or Polifly* P»R«1 read the ooript and

oiMtilate It i6r ooaiaeats to A«X*6« and after ohioh the oaopa^gr am ftavieed

.  if ongr d^otiona or oltoratloaa aro aeoeasaxy*

Ahsr apeoiol service equlpoeat required tgr the actor haa to be obtaiood

frptt a Uaitttetmoe Unit but onifeiBa oaa be hired diroot by the aon^ogy froa one

of the reoo^sed theatrloal ooatumiero* A point that erieea hero« heuervarf is

^t no tmifbxn could be hired duriae the uar xdthout the epeoial sanotioa of the

^ V. Marahal* P«R#1 therefore ̂ p2y to tho P*H, explaining the reason for tho

/■'

X
i

I

and the pamit la lasoed together eith a list of epeoial conditions

Itfwnnaisg the use and oustodsr of the unifona*

She iMnpaqgr are then aakad to name a tentativo date a foir dops ahead fw

filndag to take place and P.R.1 pass the request on to the Ooop^ oonooracd

flaaHy sgiue a date nAHn a suitable H.A.P. Station* P*»#l ’then asked P«B»9«

^^clohue pasats oovoring tho <»ktQr at to the station of the actor and heoesoaiqr

oreu^ A hit<di arises efaen it is disoovered that one of tho oanowineTi

not appear on tho Approved Listi the ootpaqr thorofere have to nahe a fonaol

■3^

P

fv'A.
m
*1.

"^||oi|$Ukeation fear his natie to bo inaertod in the Xlat but* as the speuiAi Saeuil^

tien into the nen'o histoxjr tekes eone eoeke to ooii^lote his plaoe in the

E^onoira orev is taken hf anethor approved teohMioisa*
‘ ^ Vlnsl3y« the filtt detaiteeBi arrivua at the station ehioh is abcnt 100

II

■i-

They are net fcy the Coanand PRO vsho regretfully has to inform
The reason is that a

idloa tgm london

then that the filninB n^t bo postponed to a later date*

ehuinua irrational effort has been ordered and tho Station Ootsoander oaaeot apare

the personnel er airoraft for filni^ the fila people oamtot be* told thisi of

Sourse* and they return to London aoooehat disgnmtled*

Arrangonaats are t«a% through and P*R«9 for another visit to be

On this they are admitted to the Station oaS thonode a few dsys later*

neoessazgr airoraft is produoadf unfortioatoly^ homver^ the eeathor is bad and

the light so poor^ i^tographioally, that the Direotor refuses to shoot*

station personnel iho think the visibility is good enough for flying and should

The

thoreforQ bo good enough for filmtngi wonder why the film coHpaqy does not got on

with the Job* inckilyf overnight aoooiamdation is scoured n»&xty sad telephone

arransem nta made between the PfiO and P*R*X for the pusoea to be extended| the

i following nMMWins the eaosssasy shots are obtained*
\

Bliie nmths later the filn is oovletodt ipait airfield shot tdious fo»[4

some five seoonds* ' K'
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Tha final stage of the facility ia to charge the film caapasff:*

has tochtain dotaila of tiae spent on tha arrangosunta hy .'Service persoiBicd^

dervioe vahiolea and aircraft used, eto#

p

Xheae itana are costed end the ae

.ii.i.■'C

coust

7he above exoi^le la hQfpothetioal but ia no vay esaggomtad* Zt

l^presented tha aonaal routine and diffioultiea that can ariae on a ainple

fhoilitgr* Zt does not tahe into account the intense oaoplicationa that

JhmqjBent]/ axoae froa airoraft unaervicehbilityn aooidentaf postine of re^psired

Ssrvloe persottBsl or other ui^rediotable evsntsj nor of the diffioultiea arising

indiffUreiioe or hostility on the part of dervioe por8<nnel to tiae

-^hjf^raG^s of QeBernaan and, on the other aide', the Izq^tionce of certain film

■^l^ioutivss that the pMoutlon of the War should he allowed to dollar tiae produotioaL->'

nf their e^^loe*

Zn Contrast to thia aiqple type of faoilily oeeaaider the prohleos that

arieea ill the prodiiotion of full«»length feature fUae of ,p«udonltt»t3y air

Imterset sutii at .^!?he way of the Stars** Xa this prodttotion an IUa«F* StatiUsi had

tt be raopened# Ottvicana, Bleaheto and Boston airomft had to bo prpvld^

/ togtthar eith the nootseoxy air-arem, ground oreea, flying «ontx«l| flro tender,

and all imdred end oaa detaile of §jMgmaX operational station*
' Shan there van provision of all the neoeeaaxy teohnioal eq^pcaant for etudio

●hooting to tie exactly adth notarial shot tm the airfield*

Zt uould not he poasihle In a short report to attaint an analysio of the

m«qy buadrado of film faoilltiea organiaed by P*H*1, hut a short Uet is givoi

bolear of soon of the feature length films made in Hnglond for tiai^ oonstdorahle

fboilities aero organised!*

i»9th Parallel
Sangeroua ISotmli^t
3hx^t for Tonight
The Big Blockade
Plying Fortress
The First of the Few
One of cur Airoraft is wiftning
The Day oili Dawn
They Flev Alone
Tho Bf’Uocm Goes Up.
The Adventurea of Tartu
Squadron leader X
Coastal Coramand
Flemish Paxta
For Those in Peril
The World Owes mo a Living
X Live in Croavenor !>quare
The Way to tho Stars*

She provision ©f faoilltioB for Beqereel oowpaninsme soiODVhet loos

/ioNavbft ,V;'i
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.^j^dlved in thnt it «ca8 not nooeasaxy to exanins the "aoript^ in advanoo*

the other hand^ axTangements had usually to be Dtade at far greater speed*

eoforage reeultii^ from faoilitiea organi&ed by P«B«X together vsdLth the footage

hf Baterlal ai^pli'.d by th9.P*P*D* amounted to epproxiruately one«teath of the

total leogtti of Keusreele ahoisn to the publio from the %>ring of 19l»2 to the end

i^f the I7ar«

On

The

Thia percentage oan be oonaidered vexy aOtiafaotoiy ̂  view of the

i
V-V.V.

i:

f that the **oppoaltion” oonsiated of operational ooverage frun tl» other Bxltiah

(Sj^l^ooee fieoa the Aoerlesaa and Ruaaians^ and froa politioalf doaeatio and

ipHrllag from all over the world*

r

I
-i,'

Za edditifm to arranging all faoilitiea required froo the R«A*F* hy

ioal cosqpaniee and offioial ugita of other Sendoeaf Allied Govexwaoitat

P^lt*l also had the reaponaibility of arrax^gix^ the feoilitieo ro<pairod ̂

P*p90*| theae varied troa tracing auitably photograio n*A*F* plgeona

5^;

H' t.

W

9

^«|tig^tohinB oatoara orewa to film baokgrounda in ATUcsiaf and all focilitlea

najor ̂ P«Vi produotiooo aa "Otperational Haielit”» **She Big Padc” end

●fiml

3!V'

1><

(
Bfoodly igoaking^ the policy ala of B»P*B* ma to onoourago the fvOeot

Use of fllta aatoiialg authentU or atagod, ahowing the B»A*P**a mb

provided that the piotura presented to the publio was aoenrato and

j^U^irlngo Of theoe two aiaui, the attainasnt of accuracy waa by far the tocffo

diipfioiilt particularly in the iiBke<^9 of offioial oaspaign films eudx aa

*T0HZSXAB VXGTOBr**» mm oum” and "flDBKA VXCTORr*, nhioh endeavoiarod to

_ Oioo to the pohlio a balauc'ed pioture of battlea in i^oh all Servioea vmre
/■ :*V;
Itbrolttiid* sot only tme it difficult to hoouiw unanimity ammg the differost

Sorvioea as to the proportion of credit to shiedx each was entitled| it was often

found inpooaihle to illustrate points on iddoh agreeaisnt had been rsaohed bec^uso

Of the locdc of the nsoessaiy film maierial* Another cooplioation was that the

coapleted film had to sAtisiy the public^and 3orviceSf of Anerion^ ’^n&lsnd and all

parte of the Brltiah l^irs* Zt can be appreoisted that voxy oarofpl haitfninc

control vAiB ixxvolved In making these Joint oaicpaign films ● and in hendlia aub»

sequent cosplaints from variou-> Service Oommandera in the fil)^ idio were

diasatisfied with certain points in the film's aake-HQ>«

Close touch was kept with the K*OuZ» on all matters affeeti% pid>lio

nine in which the R*iUP* wore depicted* On the RewBreelxOida P«R*1« were

/Vopresented

*-Vv'

i
t

'A

I

.4
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vi^resonted on the Uiniotiy of Ixifomutlon Kenereel Oranlttee D»t

and alvoya found the Retnaneel Cos^aniea oo*operative in meeting oiur apeoial

Air Miniatzy roquoata tha^^aight be made for jreasons of policy.

The re^imslbility for the esdiibition of fllma iscLthih the Sarvioe nov

Rahlbition \ma novor an ia^ortant funotioa of ̂●R«X« but

tittoush dealing uith film produotion oertain exhibiting ooimaitiaents Tiere aoquiredf

nctts of uhidi are atiU zotainod*

falls to D.D«Film

m the early daya of ^ Branch reaiatanoe tiaa ao etrong among oertain

Oonaandf Group and Station Coanandera to the gznnting of filming faoUitiea that

Big^« in any eay. Interfere oith the eork of the squadrons that laaana eere sought

;  V to melee the 3©r9lce a little more "film minded". This «aa attenpted by the

.  eattibUsfanent by P.R.1. of a mobile projection unit idiioh undertook regular tours
i  „

.. /yttmugh the Conrwnda ahouing 35 at. progioBCBea of fUrna produced with B.A.F.

. . fseilitiee aiioh as "Sahobt WR TokeghT", ^OOaSSaL CdOUND"* and soleoted aoqareel

itsas* Thsae full-time tours noro diacontiiBied at the end of 1%2 but tho mOblle

●qUJpaieat uaa retained in the Branch and uaa froquently ut>ed to give epeoialiaad

shows at Gonmana and <hroup Headquarters - e.g. to shoe to the 0-iiuK3« F.P.B.

reoorda of outstanding Bomber OoBnaad attacka.

The eequiaition by p.r«i of films of great operational and tochnioal

interest M» natumllyf to a mnher of from intereated Units for the loea

of the films* These requeata sere oltnys s»t uhezo posaiblf} and in oerta^n oases

the Branch would even supply an officer tr^ give  a running oaomentary on silent*

At the aams time* the fixonoh never had the authority to purobaee

Bpeoial copioB of make the other arrangements

reooffaised film library and the loan of fllma was aluays* oa it were* on an ad hoo

The arrangement haa peraiated, however* and the Branoh still suxplieB

available filraa on request to certain Units suoh

Anqy staff College and A.G.P.'i, Rullavington.

have also been called upon froa time to time to advise end aOfliat

P.R.6 in the aolt^otlon and provision of 16 oon. copies of films to be disployod ot

R*A«Po Exhibitions at homo and overssasa

Cn several ooooaions, aluo^ copies of special films were sup}>lied

to Air Attaohes I'or diplomatic showings in neutral and Allied oapitals.

uaeditad films*

a ary to run any sort ofneoe

basis*

the R.A.F. Staff oolleso* theas

/^Oam

.4



7.

The Filffi Projection Rood in Air Ulnistiyf VThitehall, has be- n in

oonstant claiSjr use slnue its c<»^letion In It is essentialljr a workrocn

for the aoreenioig of *rushe&'» oenaomhipa, teohnioaX ohowinga, eto* On one or

too oooaiicuks D»P«B« has asked that sons outatanding film of air interest should be

aooroanad to all Air Hini^.tz7 enployeea but these arrangements vvere exceptional ●

.  ond vezy diffioiAt to oarzy out in a oinena that normally contains only hO seats.

V -1.

Zf it is neoessaiy for menbera of the Air Gounoil to see a film for

The SHAEP Si:preae

/

policy reasons the sareeniug is slweys arranged at Whitehall.

Oeaasnd and the British Cabinet have also made use of the Film Projection Roomi

V-

y:

no Mme Uinister was a frequent visitor.

Another duty that fell to P.H.1 vas the delicate tabk of issuingmm
p^^^jiyitatiOBS and arranging the seating at film presderes at uhioh Service Chiefs^

fr iiaft other emiiwnt pero(mallties« uer^ the guests of the Ministry of Information
a
M

■B
W ne film eoopanies oonoemed.
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e&BiaraDm s^eoarded the great jxart ployed by the Royal end Allied Air Foztses in the

Mmjiog battles that finally ended in oongCLete victory in Tunisia, ifemh of the

fUa sras atoom to idie British puiblio in novareela and in the fila **DeBert Viotory.”

Hwfth African Dtait

Xhls gnall Uoit was sent out in Novonber 192k2 to otaver the x>art played by

the Soya! Air Voroe in the first Anglo-Anariean aascuult - the invasion of North

^ dfiriea £rcsa. the U'est»

So* 2 Slim Erodustion Unit

This Unit forracd in Jvcoo 15Ui>i f^com el^t^nts of the original Middle

.  " '3Sirt and North ;\frioaj..-Units, pluo nor pcrsonriel trm langland. The Uhlt's first

B*Q* was baaed onl&mio. At one stage during the early pliase of the ear^wign in

the Uediterrs^nean tide unit uaa oovering cdnultaneously R.A*F« sotivitiea in eueh

widely eeattared places as Qoiro, Benina, Kairouani I^tviUo, Tuode, Algiers,

Sieily and Malta* Xt is tioorth noting that the Ihilt never had nore than el^

felly qualified oai:3crtui2en to iblfil its duties*

IXitaolsaents of the Unit landed shortly after B 'Day in Sidly, aeeccqpanied

the Avcqy'e landing on the *^;alian ciainlana and fUsiad the costly landings

at Salerno* Coaerawen were flying regularity with tlte Boeber squadrons suppcatii^

tte laM operatians

' V

Other major events fllned by the Ohlt were:- the fall of Horae (F.P.U.

eaneramsn went in with the first troops at 4 a.ra* on Jtme 5th 19^)j tha airbomo

invasion of Southern Trance; the landings in ibrcooo*

I

?ollorln!:ra survey in India in the Autum of 1543 this unit was

eeiablifthftd at the oxiiX of the yoer to record R.A*P* aotivitiee in the Far Host*

in epite of bolnj l cveroly handicapped by the shoitage of Cfyalposnt, good records

were obtained, and c'lorm throath the newsreels, of fighter end boaftwr operatiozis

against the Japanese,

value for internal ohorrlng in the R.A.F.

Heoorda shot of ground aotd.vitles have been of particular

After yint.x-y in J5urppe plans wex« snde

to reinforce No* 3 T.P.U. on a considerable socOe lait before these cotild take full

effect JaiJan had surrendorod.

Ho* 4 PoP.U.

Xn April this Unit was forrted to cover R.a.F* preparations fbr the

of the seoond Fraiit* She ftnit eeramrmnen laafied in flu «h&hi «

/b soy ■  ■ ;
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Matorial waa iaaued from th© Librazy (via the oaRential Despatch

Dapartmeni) to KeTtfsrecls, conunercial oompaniee, documentaiy producers. Allied

CofvaiTimsnt film Units, aervioe film units, for inclusion In every type of fiia

^ from ScoTQt training pioturea to full length entertainstent features.
●● \

one heading alcmo, 3jo5»COO ft. ivere issued to A.K.S. Weniblegr for the malcing of

Aircraft Reoogiiition Training filmsi this covered $0 different types of

5- ■

airoraftf all spociaUy filmed iy the Unit for Recognition purposes.

!E!hS total footage supplied by the Library to the end of Geptenhcr 19^i5

totalled 272^00 ft. of iiute and 63,700 ft. of Sound filia. .

The Ijlbrary had the irsauace task of ii;dexing ifihA ee'taloS>*lAi every

earthsahile shot of the 1,643,000 ft. e^^osed by the unit.

The total footage of film held in the Libi’aiy^s vaults at plneerjod

end Deahem (negative, black and white end lavender) is over 3#000,000 ft. -

8figr cne thounond miles.

Lhbomtory

IS
A
i>

r .

In tiio-^Jerly daya of the unit all matei'ial was propessed by Bcnhm

LaboratorleB, Tiiose staff gave quite ezoeptioatd service in their efforts to

keep up with tSs© flood of urgent material that caaoe in fix» the various

as the air waa intensified and Denham* a staff xi»a

progressively reduced it became obvious that additi<»ial facilities would be

essential to msintaiu a fast service to the Kewareels.

build its om laboratory at Pinewood and completed the work in the early pert

The project was an experiment that proved highly succesofuli

designed to hf\jidlc a maximum of 50,000 ft* a week, at the peak of the air vaar

in 1944 the tv:;i-ll laboratory staff ware putting uhxx)ugh the astounding fxfi^sc©

of 220,000 of negative and positive per week.

qpERATicaiAL,.il^X.

seotlons of the tkiit.

unit ooDsaenoed to

of 1944*

I

The hoad of the "Ops" Section i'zxxa its oirth in the middle of July

1942 was an pilot subsequently transi’erred to the Unit with titip

There was very little official encouragement f

tliis rather novel project - the authoritios viewed with some misgiving the

responsibility '“'f "raovio making’* added to the already formidable Job of

stepping up tliu air offeneivo - but he finally maimged to persuade ecmeanv

idea of filming esperationa.

to let him fly os aeoond pilot, and oameramen, in  a Lancaster on cne of the

first 1«000 totdMr raids, the target being firemen. ^rom tlie first fUglit

/the



tho Seoticm Bteadlly built up ccnfidenoe in the value to the Service, ansi

the public, of operational rUming and finally the full co-operation and
V

oncouragoaauat of the operational cojnuida wes obtained in filming R.A.F*

attacks by day end nl^t. At the end of the European tiar there was a

apeoial I'lln Fllj^t, e^ivalent to a small squadron, in Booiber Coanaandi

t

Mosqgaito^s and Bootons vrarked with Coastal Co-anand, and ?iosq^iitoes, Bostons

and iatcholla covered the activities of 2nd Tactical Air Force.

Keny new operational C8/neram«i were trained during the last montaiB

of the WD®" ●©nd a total of 57 camorar.on flew on operations; however, the

brunt of +ho v.or]< wao home by perhaps 15 men, backed by five or aii ovaaf*-

worked bt>;-’-o cta*f who handled the flying oamereaten*s material*

F*F*U* c^ja^ro/aen flow 685 operational sorties against tiie Germans in Kbgrth

This figure does not include sorties on \ddoth the Uhlts fSssd

In all

West

●jj'.
Aife-

X

cameras were Horn without an F.P.U. cameraman, vSiich together, producca

another 900 operatiaial film reoorda*^

The value to the public of the vivid action pictures secured by

the opa* cameraman and shown all over the world does not need to be

j"V' ●●/

.  .

emphaai^od, but their value to the Service, perhapo is not so clearly
understood,

graply:- tsn daylight attacks oonclusivo evidence T-ao obtained of the

accuracy and intarsity of tlic bociiing and the precise mute followed could

These ere some of the achiovementa of operational olnaaato^
'S'

V ● % '

V /

be eanadnod afterwards to check a^y devlatlcms fi'om the planned course;

night filu . could be examined to show, not only the eccuracy and

ccnceati'alioii of tiw attec- but itt develoijnent - particularly the speed

with fires built up in uhe tai'get area;

wom^;’Oda..^,jncd because F.l .U. pictorcc- revealed v/oaknooocs, previously

uususpectw.i j

piotuma ■>.

weapon tVto ’ocarecrow**.

bomba and boiihing

shlots●*ciiance” of technical interest ware obtained - e«g«

.'ihodc ?vavo3" of bones czidi:>diri^ and Mie German antl-nLrcri’nft

fflio film that undoubtedly aroused the greatest

technical interest was the Unit’s mcord of the sinking of the Tirptta;

tlie film iJ\oviS i-rooisely whore each of the 12,OCX) lb. bornbs e:q>loded rrd

has booi. .virvutoly studied, frame by frame, by air, naval and ordnanoo

’.other strip of f Lin thnt made histuy was secured by an F»F*U#

Mosquito i. . ocoapanied the first low level attack on a 71 alt© and obtainfid

th© first oloae-up pictures ever taken of~ such a site*

©xpeartE.

Cq^erational
[r

')V.\



aineiQat>ogrci][4\-'' os OievolopscI by the Unit is nots c, pemanent Air Foroo

reqpilrementa

i’lis Unit’a cameni:aen shared /ally in the risks to whiolri tlie

Indeed, it frequently hapi^ened Idintsquedrono t}ioy filmed \sere exposed,

the cfimers airtu’^ft Imd to incur additional hazards by malting several runs

over a tarc-s^- and orbiting the target for considerable pex^jods during a x-&LCu,

Tha special f Ira duties ersignsd to the.e aircraft did not i^revent Idacra fsxas

The Film Freduciicmcarrying T-ti sa.’oe tasl'-s as the attacking squadrons.

Unit Iclive^ ca quite a largo. tonnage of bombs on e-\eray targets - there isaa

even one ooc. csion 'dica a sole ’ Qsqaito reached and ottaoked quite a large

X v-d its own bombing, the renaining aircraft on the raid havingtarget

At
run into oa<iMy fight<sra nnd beer, prcvoiitud from reaching tiic target.

Pinewood sioc imall rooms housed the entire organisation for covering all

ITevertheless, there was hardly0[)Orati-‘na nt every CoBinand of tlxe K.A.P.

r

a single raid f major inportence after July 19‘V3 was not filmed by an

Tluj section vkas in direct contact byR.A.F. ca-ororavi from Pinevood,

'●scrambler” ^olo^honc with the Operational Cor’-mando end was kept informed os

impending operations: such strict security rules were observed that.

when a call cvcuut a plai'«.'*bed operation was caq^eoted, other personnel in the

Section's kooaa^.studios ■nei-c not allow-ed to use Lh<- passage pest the Ops.

iinewood ws:. operatianal base fzoi% wJaicli .wCn wcr»t straight to war:

cameramen left tlie studios by car iia the momhag were in action over

otl^ers breaicfaatcd atoocnqiled tci '■t'c-ry within a matter c»f hours;

plnewood si icx a night over the i.uhr,

and throe others recaived

wcric in c: vt;. ing the oi.eratioiia of the ianKJUO French I.orraine Squadron of

iiino iseabers of the ●‘Ops’* Section

were awax'doi ^● # We

,

tlie CJ’oix de Guerre ior tJaeiJ

the :

■Ilian wicia* JA-

■ vlded tl;c la^at valuable outlet tr theLritlth ..'ov'ai'celc r.A"' *

tcrial dejicting the Royal /.ir Force in action and ell

i .iJ. was maie hvailauie to the '.twaiviel1 ahot by the !■’

public of f 1 .

iia-.-seuaxt

l i ohnt by the Or.ereti-nil .lect o;. secui-ed the widest

■  *jUt fill.; reo xrds made uy tlie 'overseas Detachraents were alsoS..'h'ewsroal u .c

well used.

/ahansvor ♦ ♦ ●



advmtfi^geoua stories t?ore strengtl^ed before issue to

tho, Hac^o^ocCL Companies hy being roughly edited at Pinewood* The editing

. - included ■ISie precision of aj. ● ropriate library materials "stretching

: stets of Vital interest and other ox^tical '»orkj the prex>aratio9i of loape

.  and other snimatian aecuienoes; the provision of apooial sound tzviohs*

She great majority of stories issued for newsreel use dealtp

■ ✓

V

●hft I

I'

r.
fcTv’

w.m

(
t
i

iMs \
;  naturally^ viith-£UA*F* subjects, Ho^ver^ it sometic^s occurred for rec^aoss |

of secuofi'iy or expedienoy that the P,P«U* covered a stoiy of general internet# *

of this class was also issued freely to the Reels, RopreswtatiV®

>r storiea in this category that the Trcwsreola used at l^th ere;- Anglo-^ |

- ^ Sovi^ TPQsdsyp June 1942| t)ieppe Raid, August 191>2; .isr, ChurohOl^B tcuTi,
' ■ , V ■ . ' .

,iy
■! \  i1%

I

am

r

Pebmaiy WiS$ H.M. The Ktog*s visit to liBlta, June 1%J; Sruption of

^ 7esirsrii^« 19^; Liberation of Rome, June 19Vh; Landing in Greeodii

0ortobar crossly the shine; Margh 1945j Op^ratioi HitSO, ^

oon^lete Issues of the Newsreels were made up filto

mtexi^ ̂ plied by the P,p,tr, on anre than one oocaslon P.P.U. matoriol =

Has of ^e total footage used by all reels during

V.-

I

a

JMelts were incurred by maty of the oOmeraaten and
y\

s

iV

t i

I
pilota «a» aecursd films tsho^ to the pSblio tejt, as Serviee am^

had to remain anogymoua^ In fact, the Halt itself was practically

aaehjflfiouai «Oy on two or three oeoasicBis in three years wore tho Reeds

yuim p^roduotichto give a credit in the ootsmentaxy to tho R«A«P,

for provldii](S the material.

All P»P.tr, material made available to thewas  Kewarp^ Coapia^l^.

free of coat. On thoir sido, the iTewsreels co-operated iy

;  ' the publie a fine pictorial record of the woric and achieWaaits of th©l®Pffal

Air for^ throughout the war, ’

23tese are tho actual footageo of P.P.U, material used by tho

Newsreels from ASazxdk 2%2 to JUna 19^ Inolusivo:-

Ceumont British News

Unlversel Trews

PbIIb Gaaetto

Hevletonews

StppCoO fi.

21 800

2X 700J

20,900

5

I'

t

!

/

>  ●

20
y,.f-

<● K-
1 ■ ■W

)
-, ■ I ■. ■ - ■ .- -.L

'.j; K:vj. ,4 j>h: s
It m

V.,-jii .Vl,'■X. Cl ■'
 ■ ■t 'V’ VI ■ir ■' ■ tf. y\ rtr

I



irxtesElve use rss £lso waue of the Unites naterial in the War

Pictorial 5f?Tt?ereel, circulating In the Jliddle Seat, and, althou^ no

statlatios-f«ro available, it is also hfiowi that stories i-rovided qy Uie

P*P»tI* hnxre been T9idely used by TTewsreels in /imerica and other parte of

the world. * \

Tim total footage shot by all Sectlcms of the Ohit amoanted to

approoeisiately l,6ii.3>000 feet* .xftich of thin frotage has been used, and

will no doaibi continue to be used, by other inducers. Service axtd oiviliSA*

The Iftilt has .itself made, from its own jmoterial, shoft end feature-length

. filxtBB egg3rogatliig 128 out production reels; this figure does not incbide

VIOTm:S* and the other big canpal^ filjns although the Chit played

aptive» if oubflidiaiy, part in their produoticn. Of those 128 reels neay ore

fi}j80 of little interest outside the Service, but a list of Vm mre notewe&.'thy

proAietioae i^ven below.

'.x

S\

!

ii

I

Sot of Beels

(I' heel

mpbroL. 10 adM.) Conaente

dDiSSIBSr T(X^3B!3l y  A feature filn baeod m the ^
Hoe Sixoiof aircrew for the R,A«P*

OQD^leted a suooesefUl WOet
allowing and will shoi’tly be goeerxfUy
released as a first feature.

A film record, in etoiyudoowB^ataiy
style, of a T<^ Secret sub,)eiit that
it is hoped will shortly be rdoeised
to the public. Film not ®iito
coB^leta.

9 iro^ IT CAN BE TOID

C  }

THE H.A.P. IN OO^iiBIMBD A hig)a!Xy seesfot film dealing with
(thou) imminent invaaioii of

Ueed fer speoialiaed.
arEFt’Tims the

Suiopa.

6

training and certain oonfldwca^
abowlngs. Soreened in the House of i
CoEBnona ioBoediatQly after D iicy.
Considered to be of absnrbins
interest, rttpeated veqjjtffata were made

it ahoolci be umde availsdsOto for

public erchibition, but the Seourity
authorities could not release it*

A story of the work of P./.P. ̂ ter-
bome balloons. Released
ocRsnercially.

A dotaasentazy stttugf of R.A«F»
I&intenanoe CtmtEmod. Released
oommeroially*

A tm

4 OPSRATIOrAL HEIGHT

4 THE 13IG PACK

1 SSS AZaXl(«H r. .-■■■■ ■ ’.'Ji'M
■I' M ■
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4 A film on night flying end atop
reading laede for troizilng purposes.
A shortened version in 2 xeoQLs^

issued to the o£ I0 mxsai^
theatriosl olroilt.

KXGm? FLIGHT

2 A desoriptien of viar daoees estdlNAHiBS Hi A
I'-.--

civillsn oonditimis ia Haj^ea*
Issued as 1L0.I. monthly epeodhl.

I

n
1 B3AU GESTE 19i*2

S.iUA.P. OVER iamOFS
UNS AIR FORCE
THE OF5’Ii3J: i7E

r.% These £oar siiort films received
non-theatrical' diatributioju

2
I
2P*:

3 A film about the Hutch natian
during the ear and after 'tito
Llheratioru icSde for and sheen
tgr the Kethfirlands Covemnsst^

Coastal Corfflitand*s battle agnSfist
the Gexman convoys*
eompletei intended for cauaurelal
release.

Serving ouuditicna iu India
eaplainsd. Frohahle non^thshtrleal.
distrihution*

A detailed technical film oa iim
different methods cf airfield
construction,
aou^eted.

A film for drsdUtHtin

Film

I

j

Film not yot

vdthln the Service, sevaateen
issues of 2 reels each pliSD
7 ftingia x'cel suppleiMttts of
operational material.

SXm’G DUTCH.-a I
\

fe

2 SHIP BUSTERS

2 this is DDIA
y.

&

4 AiTFiEfD ca'S'ikua.'ia;W-
f

X'

THE cm

●.'r*

OASUALSSP^.. t"

Thirteen meohers cf tberResults were not ̂ achieved vithoat cost,

unit lost their lives and seven others care taken priaoner.

officer 1^x0 flew on 43 i^erational sorties was farced_to hsle

out on one o<Muslon and vi&a torpedoed on another without suffering in^iry^

hut finally in Fubz'uary l^<+4 hewas involved in  a crash and sustained very

grave injuj^ica, ii^cluding total loss of sight.

I

'4

\ r- i)'- ix-

mk. it
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inards InilletinS) with citations and biographical notes on new

appointta^nts, were included in P.il.2's per.oaical output, as

were the "stories" based on new Air Ministry vJrders. The Latter were

designed to anticipate, by careful explanation, any possibility of

injurious misinterpretation by a watchful press or, i .deed, misunder

standing by personnel. It was sometimes necessazT' to issue

an article or pamphlet on subjects such as the development of the air

routes of Civil Aviation, the wor e of Transport Coimaand or the part

played in the Air war by the Air fbrees of our Dominions and

Colonies. Such articles were jait out with the object of clarifying

certain aspects of the war which seemed likely to become obscure to

the public.

The sections devoted to. the maintenance of detailed statistics

covered an exo^tionally wide field. Waiters in other branches of the

Directorate were constantly referring to the files of Records

and the Press Cuttings Room maintained by the brandi* This section

acted as an almost infallible check and naioh of the material put cat

would never have been Issued had It not been for the meticulous and day-by-

day maintenance of such records. Their fiJt^B, of course, ware <^n to

all recognised newspaper correspondents and the same facility was

extended to the Dominions, U.S., and Allied Press, wbo shared aU the

resources of the ITess Room and other section of P.R. 2#

● V
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In adttipn tolaeetiHg the dQ^d'"fhr general scs&s issues
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I

(o) P.R.P ana F.R.3. m a AMD PAClPHg UAiaOty

When the O&reotmte of FUblio HeloUoas \sa8 being built up eerV ̂  ̂

itr it was reelicgg tbat there ma a daaana for a tSHP® ̂  tsiiting vhUh aas not

itawtiBlJy iMs?o « featfiuv arUoX^ of litoecuy oo \9eII aa informaUve ohavaoter

'  i4liiflh vould iiiorit proainaat dla£>LE\sr in xs^o^pora and {aaffBainss througbout the

IRtrUf and also offiolaX pan^hldts deaor:UtiJ% phaaas of the air or «lth other

matorloal sigBlfioanoa*

I

i

Artlolos oore being produoad iQr ̂ noxious bmoches^ in partioalar p.fi.2 luid

Mr* H*i. St. Qe6igo Saandaro tsas■eAvV^and in

typgOlBtea to isrito long nar^ativaa ishi^ oouMpbe puhliohed in pas^phlet fon^ tho

hUit being *^tue of Britain* Mr* Sffiindero 'nas ta^arorlXy ottechi^ to P*B.
t \

end A*I.^i and provided ^th tbe sexvioes of a ohortharsi-typist.

«
i  .>

I
At a eonfcKrenoe on S^ptecabar a^oval ^’aa given for the fosaatlon

-  df M aoaiX near hrenoh to bo khben aa to bo respooBible for the

pitparation of paaphlete^ artioios eto« Aiipiovtil^ 'waa aon^t for aa eateblinhnent

^ef tbiee Plight Xiienten&nto and a flhorthBad»typiat to miat vitb 2Sr. Sanniare^ tho

The narrative on .tbs nork of Coastal oo^taai^ (later

ynbUAhed as a panphlet) laaa already in x^reparotlan* vaa reported fit the

iMnfiiireaoo that 8* of S» *eas aodiaiia to have  a nariAtive nnttea on tbe

Air AattXe of Mxlte^ and also that the B.A.T.S. COBSoittee bed asked for the

AtteelKieat of an offloer^ vith QutaliflcatiaQ& similar to those of Saonders* to

ttie Beperteneat of to produoo o series -it narratives on training throo^^ijoat

ImM A i^eoial eppointEaeat.

^ xmotea of various iRoU-kna^n ^tero irere Zstsr ooggaatedi end there vbs

ai good deal of dicKKUsaiai on ostabllsha2€tnta» speoial appointiaenta* rates of W

'ih 8 jalmto. to p.A,5.(.C) dated Ootohor 7, A.o.A.3.(C) fgpr««ied✓

iopatienoe at the delays adding ̂ Zf we are to have ̂  nj^^nv ee aist have the

●to*

nevetabw of that year tbre^e offloero had been appointed to work ^th

Itr* Saundera* and the ({uieattan of appointing anothoi* was being consldersl.

Deoenber a fOorUi writer wes taken on to tSts staff and eoBsaiseiaisd in tho

a,A.P.V.ti.

Xn

Mr* aMDdeni* appointemt terainated on June 30* and the work of

P*B*21* «itb ffioet of ita atafft was taken ovur tyr B*B.3» (inter in the «er *

em/titm

It
r‘. ●
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Mr* Jeundora undertooic Ouhor p«ai-hlots» InoXuUing ”3y ̂ vir to iJattlSj * the ooocunt

of the BriUah airbOL»© di\rijic«DB, and a liUtojy of tho iioocaw ’Saotioal air

P:>rce.;

StttA'&io f\inotioi» of P.a.i foil into three aectioiis- (I) BihUoatioos la U»

fbra of j«^5hJLots and the suj/ply of feature ortiolea; (£} ;.^wtQsroj3l^;

In eddltioa, following(i) ftootoiy liaison^ by ocena of oirorow visits*

difioaaatona beUwai the !!lni»ter of Airoitift r'roductian and D*ir'.R*, a tes^owuy

odLvil servant - with a olork; ● waa appointed in Julyi to sot as linlooa

offioei' between the Olrootoxate and M.A.P. for the supply of infonaatlon to the

fbotorles and to other interested parties auoh aa donors of aixoraft*

'fhe wrttine aeotion of the brancdi coiayriaed a team of o^rlonoal Jcamaliato

Thsro were oogaaional dtangsa laand authors, ao»9 of wide reputation*

pomoaoel* but the stmtgth and high reputo^ of the t0f^s*a i«io aalntalnod untlX

Thore was also m the staff an os-the doaobilisatian process began*

edbsolDiastQr and aatholngLat, ato ● for a shorter porlrid (tantll hin denfthttisatloft

a fonaer university professor and Issioegr^ihor, Iwtik of tirta eotOin Group 1} -
■4

mainly employed in reseeroh and aub-edltlng*
of oMi.The ffitheriaii of material for offieinl, paqjdilato sxA the

A proo^ent In stgrln of puhHeetioo* tho firOt in tSiOa major tash*

had be«ai aet ty ●Battle of afitain'* whose oiraulattfln (fftola teart oOitian M
-V

iUttstrated edltlonj .attained a cotiilnsd dreulatien of aore than .■s

'3ooplea - a still uobeeten record*

The fhllo'sing i» a Hat of pm^dileta witti their olroulation l&otreat

?jm.
Battle of Britain

(plain teart editlco)
(iUttstrated edition;

BtyrAan* OQQlfianO
froa the Air

  __ Aeaoue
Oonffiond Continues

Oonwtand
Hoof over Britain
25 7aars of the R*A«i‘»
25 Yoara toong

7^0^ madODi in the Air
Air Battle of Malta
Atlantia Brid^^
.i*A.r'. MiAHe Bast

oa.W^<gfla

isuQli^
is2,W»900

Ztm$oao
1,160,000

i5»25o
170,700We

A

dhataxsr#5t%900
1,196,900

776,900
20,000
kkfSm

259,400
599f900

346,000
505,600

4psil, 19

Mmoxy,

ta .
Cotober, 1542
WuetOi,
Jhna* 19^

vM

43
A(psile.l943
tkaoSmT, 1943

 1943
^fisroho 1943



In addition the foUowing books vsers produood by  - or on behalf of the

branch bat ̂ ubUshed throush private houseat*

16,319
6,500
10,331
20,300
5,750
30,000

S^^teonbor, 1942
Jamacy, 1543
Al018t, I5H43

Jlorveabor, I544.
itaoerniw, 1944

!Qio Greatest People In the '^orld
y/inge of ??ar
atmr Sleqp the Bravo
fhe 7/*A.A.P. in Action
!Qisre*c Soiaothins
ELddlo ii^t Ca 3tudy in Air Barr&v)

\

the wars T»ith Ckfitatijiv and Japan had atjde«i the foUowlns pesphleto tsete

either arfsltlns publication or we>’s in prooeba of jjroduofcions- ^

iiertfiant Aimeo
Bottle o£ the IVios 3«* (iaoladiag a soctioa on v2;

'fiiy Air to Battle
IhA.P. 2a^ T.A,?
itie&LterraBsan Air Cenpaipi

Bjjr the of the raar vri^ Oonoany the ausber of *41niotry poRghleto ml

booka, esoluaivo of edltiotu} in foreiffi iongnefi^# bol reo<liod a total eole <sf

mix over 10,000,000 cxipiee*

P*fi.3 also a large az^ staaly outpit of fsatore artlnlm for

publiOBtioa in Britain, the I^ro, Aiaertoa end mitral o«ntriea. A ooaomtoi

effort TO8 sole to {ublicloe th^ B.A*F* in Aaoricon oesn^sApem and B»a»btobg»

Soflli artiodm imdthe whole with suooeas, deapite the great mraher of obatabloe*

to ooopete with the spote ot aooomta of B.a* Air Faroe aotivitieo, and bad to

It was found thathave ecsoeptional loorlt and news value to bo ocoognablo*

allied ortioles stood the beat chaoae of pnbliootioa in the Aaerlosa oukOt,

oapeolalXy those written h/ a ’’aaoe^knovn la that eoaatrf*

P.H«3 artlolea ware written on subjeota seleoted in ̂ le branoSv itsdlfii m dfiT

roepKJAoe to re<jieats from edltore and froa the Psatursa Diviaien of ̂JlaiBtbjr of

Urn o^ I. placed the ortiolea with oK?roprlate publioationa

overaeea, and the head of P.it3 also aeleoted llkeX/ aort^etb in Britoin*

ajrtloles were iastued free, but thsTO were ocoaiooo ̂ shan aditcura inalatad op

oeklng a p^yaent as an irsdloation of their appreoiatiinn and the oonoy mo «1^k«

paid to tiie Treaaary or to benevolmt Ihfida*

Htfbxmtion

ISIOSO
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In Just over live /ears - Troai June, “! %0 tj the es:iLl of hootilAtieo - P.

produceu {oisool laneous articles, a finjure representing s.iiaethins liics

6,j2i?g000 words.

The v/rlting stalT was soiaetlsios .Tobilised for special tasks# an eanfqple

being the writing of oar^ thousaxids of Tiords ● Ueacribing tiio w’-rk oi’ vtxrixais

seotiona of the n.A P* - for a apeuial E.A.P* nu^r of ths leading Aiaertenn

aviotion Joamel, for wt:idi ?. 3 j^trjgrttphs vere also

officer of tbo Oireotorete «»s sent to Anerioa to e^je the angBSine in proof sad

An

to supexvise its pxodooticsb

In Jomaxy, , a wadd/ edr ooaientax/ was started for cirealstiflR

thmi^out the world# which was to beoaaie die branches aost p«^lor feature*

8dth the biy-liae of "Inside Sem of ths Air Rar" and signal **Wlng OaoBOaOttr

jfc.V. ]^»ser** it was oontlnxcd with ut Intorxuption u..Ul the Japanose

The first xsudier# dated Jaxtuuy 8# ®tttlcd "Oftnomoqipi fwi,

fiaid^ cm Oenaan/ Quido Boaber8**j th0 last iiiabar# ths distil lsflRxe« dat6d

aeptenbor 1# 194^# bore the heading "Wings of Buren Viotojqr*"

The aitioles tjsre prodooed we^ weak within ths brendi imtll the end ot

Then - with the aiasistanoe of o »ahodflBf JftflMOr® tothe war with Gertaiuxy-.

aocoaoodats the change-over# thegr were wilttfm ty Air Infbjmattan# 8oa<8H0Wh

Invaluable help in su^,>3yins inferoation fop the Kmaor oessaontajQr won gifiin ■

These veekJy artielea auraby the various oosiWi 3.P.i2.0*s when re<3xeated»

translated lot .> aeverSl languages atid at peak were

pnblio of saraething like 300,000,000m

"Wing CoQuandar Praaer*** was a non da p jioe, and codrarraBeii^ aitf«flitifln» cuedny

when the ?>ing Oocuaanflex vma invited to aodreaa club lunohotai iosotinas or when

eatioated to hatvo a eoa^Hag
' ●■i''

requests were made for his photogx'sph.

Whan the Fvaaar feature eventually teminated Hr* 0* drafton Qreea# Peatttved

iidltor for the iStoiatry of Infenoatim# wrote the foUowingt %
It la no eseoggeretion to aay that the Praser oomoentary has been the most

Bttooeaaful of all the regular features sent out by the Hinistxy during the war# >
and is (me of tho best examples I have met of po^eot co-oporatien between two
DeparbBsnts* could not have achieved such a wide oirowilaticn for the oomaontaiy
if the standard had not beem maintained at aucjh  e high level# and the fact tl^t tlila
has been possible is#' I think# as great a tribute as one oould pay to the
effioienoy of P*R«3o

In tho spring of 19A4 four R,A,P. Official Observers were appointed from to

staff of P.Ro3 to write articles, for release on  D Day# about tho preparatioaa for
/the
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^ liberati

Air i^orco. i-

of .oatam cnver tho activities of the 2nd Ti»otical

irut iVota i^njlei' Che x’irst Officialid and then iVom tho G:.3itinent,
Obsorvor

'  jKaan.iy on D plus 6 to cover the evacuation vjounded i'roDi

the first Ian

t<iok
^tiip oehiiid the boaches, and he ojxcl tw~ other officers then

'''Uras in

Their wor;^

ctifiKjhaont to 2nd until tho end of the war with Gennaqy,

-ttiMiy ivttji 3^ Group, the apeorhoad Croup covering the

Second An-v. Vhtse three worked with- 33 Group thi*ough iranee, Belgium and

iiolland hito t

&bout
GOisiaiy,^ them, between whiles, x’Icyv to the Balkans to write

● *ict!i.viui6c there. The fourth, after visiting flying-boob sites

across the Ch&iaicl, tiade a short tour of South-east ̂ vsia. The names of these x

Observers were ●poted with tlieir articles,

tlio staff also made tm extensive tour^ afl008gf«tea toron●^ther oirtoer

of bocThurfiffmn^*^ sites in. l^resoo emd Ba3flina»

Some months befoxe tho Hftlx« of ttio ban cn ilaaor a serlea of

artioles on the biatory, dovelppmont an& cmploymant of British Radar mia jwaptargA^
i

end the writer of those was appointed to the Hadar Pi&J.lolty .An Air

pcfi^hlet <m. radar was contemplated at the tiae» Incb this pxo^oot was

Inter dro^pe^^ 23^ branch hw/over a^^prl^«*d Service i^ublioationa trith srti<dLofi cm
Rttlor*

After the defeat of Genaai^ manor auhjeeta irevioualjr e& tbs soerst list

v/sre mode owailahlo for artioleai features wero also voitten on aspeota of £WU9«

aottvittoo which had not been considered suffloientaor “neo3«orth®“ in the heo^

of battle, fte ««8le. as the hiatory of Mainterwnoft Cocssozfid*

wrltii^ aeotion had a staff of 10 at iis peak» and for sons>
perLoda 11» I^at© in the war en official artist was added to tho eatafalinhmont

2ite rank of the hemi df the broach - responsible tor all aeotioBS - wias Mng
Commander* ^

^ She foUoKTing ocas^iezit on the work of P*R*3* (in addition to tibot e3Lreed|^
quoted) received fron Ur.Grafton Green* PublicaUona Division* MinletKy of

Xnf ozsaations

During the tdiole of tits war feature ar.lodes produoeA Igr PaH«3* were

handled hy Piddloatlons Bivialon of tho Ministry of InfonaatiOB oi^ after being ●
aub»edited and vhaie ncoeasnry illmtrated* were sent through the Regiintal

Division of tixe l.flnlatiy to the various Vreaa Attodies in foreign ootartries and

/to
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(o) tilo uaed^ulooas of beistg able to attaoh^ nhen ooooslon azoao^

^rallNknown ncmae to artieiea viiioh ̂ sould othsrwiae iv>t have

been publiohed# £^(|uaat3jr the ozily way of obtalzxlz^ apsse in

a Press '.ihioh la either indiffcircnt or hostile is hsr e& ortidU
♦

^^Ith an .'.uthorltativo oi^n^two* Thero is no doubt in our

eocpericsnoc that isore piMioity could have been oohievad in iiio

ear3y st;agca of the xttar if we had had artioles dL^oed ***fl^i

ronidi^ offioeae of the ihA.P. thoL^h the obJeotionQ to this «
W

ooureo were held to outweigJM ihe advantsseo*

Bio first photQsrnjihors recruited to the Dlreotorato fron Fleet Street

worked for a short tSioo in oivilion olothea while agsaitdnS thoir UBifOOBS* Theae

uxdfoxsss were of offiocni* design ai^ olothe but bore no rings of rmhl

the buttosa were blaok» Than a blue flash was worn baarUBS the mds <'5*A4F«

Qffioiel Photegrnpher»" During their visita to stations the ghotogragplMaHi bed

worh in an unccofortahle atmoaihere of ausploiony and there ware aovural

of Hireatened ozreat tgr guorda*

Oigoetiea to this forn of attira was aade by tho «

Deportmentf and the shotesrapheans ware issued tsrlth exnletSf the first lwrib|f:

vwzda alcdlar to those of the oartigtnal flash and'«» seosnS

autheciaation *»R.A,P, Special Duties.** !Ehe black buttons «r« iW^Oaoed by the

regular brass servioe type.

The position was eosed^ but the photographers atUl had no reoft

insignia. They had been reorulted at a oalaEy of £$0O a year# plus

ovtrsoGa servloe. J?o<dx had been ragusted to bring hla own oo&aeaB which Serv

bouf^ ty Air Hinistsy on the understanding tlu^t the eqgiiiipoattt could be

ro-gjurchaacd wh^ the ownsr left the servloe*

' V. ‘h

: ̂

f i

{

In I^mnhar^lOltOf the photesraphero wore groK^to^ Courtooy Civilian

Cemdaaiona with the rank of Plying Officer. 2hoy continued to bo paid the agneed

aolaxy. Sian eaz'Sy in 2542 the poaiticn woo rogulariaedf and they wars

coosdanionsd in the : ●V.n., with service pry and allowueoeo*e  .♦

/Zbuno;er« oao



Xoungar den bed by tbla time be^jn brought on to the staff* At first

the ihotQgraphers, soao of vdxa hoJ served witli the ii.p.c. in the lost wbt» had

to be over the ago of 35* the beginning th^ had flcnsn aa pcs^a&iiQSP ●

liiotograpfaeie oh opox*otionrj, ana then those i^diose nge and fne^iar^}. atmidead

qualified tli^ to do so took on air (yamary oouroo to enable to fly as

oodberii of ctrevs*

The control cf offioial photograjiiors and iho handling of thair fiotur^

vr&a traxisferred frora P.H*2* and beo^aa the reepcmolbility of A

pliotographio ooverrge rraa iirovlded for the lUrootorate by these officer osaevoGMait

cost of \a«3ia were wdWenown in Sleet Street or with pjtjvlnctal ncsopopeare* It

wnn^ in ̂ ‘eot» an. official 2^u>tcgraphio ogeno^ with reprw^tatives cn sU the

war frosts^ with headquarters end developijng and ̂ rintiiig facrfliti490 ia lomflant

and rioo with dark rooms in Ronia, Cairo and Codoutto* (In the early the

Fhotogrofhers had to reHy en the liodted snd haxd«preeaed Office of 7/orhe

Fhotogrscihlo Peipairtffieat for' tlieir printing and davelcylns*)
\

Pictures trere distributed to omropepore and mogaelitss in Britain, and '

throughout iSurope through the ministry of Inforoationf theni tsee a.

distrihution pictures tahea^LooaUy throt;^ branobes ef the 23* ttf !♦ la ^

Oalcutta (serving India and Australia) and In Galro (fm the dMona Coaftiaa%

the Middle 2Bost end fiussio*)

Hoturos for America were distributed throu^ the British laftaaattea

S^cea In Jfew Tcsrfc* Th® ftrat pioturea of tb© fall ef ItonSaXey to resoh Aowt^-

were taken by a P*H*3« phetegraphsr flying in a alrdroftf iQieil0' ''

were sent by dircot frsa Calcutta to new ?*«^t

Qie photographic sootion hod tfio brood f\a«itioB3 « (1) ptdjlioien

piotorially emy cotivlty of the iUA«p«g vhetbor it was the deyMbyNdsy

news or the normal I'outine mtk of tho varleua and eatehliehoantot at

homa and overBOJ^oj (2) To provide a <«o^ete pioturo reoord of ite air war so fbr

as the H.A«P* was cenoerned*

.Vj

In addltitai tho official |hotogr|)phieQpa served tho otMrodited ncRsq^eper

photographers by enouring that their pletursa were ̂ nuuunittod to their fifTlim

by tho qulokest poa»3ible foeans* Xfasro was the oloeeat ce*oporatioa between

fffiwapapcr cemamnon cjd J

wt'jo orer'-tlrg*

rei»ret,tntatlveo in oil parts of the vrarld where

the lie '»



The 1 ri;ci:c.c?^pher*^ i-'/ok in opara^iccsl fliijhts £u3 &

4iiatter of routi.n, srii o? tiioir i>tot*.ircia Trare the laost outstaiodihg

of tha war* 'Choso vdthout qualifications ilwr as paasei^ar®*

Pioturoa woro i;bt::;incd on and ui.4h-j attacinj

patL^la ana ahipxdrit; atriitea of Co/,stiil Conrv'inilj at hano and overseas*

in rd^iht . ijitcsrs; on the 3«a

On oc(;a2lon» th.’r v^^c>to3rs.?hers uaod lirorMft specifuUy allocated to

ttusu lasny of the i^ictures of the Middle Bast oaaixtign were token frem a

Bleidtolm boaljer provided for that i'urpcce* lusteru vvore used on the VafstaOSl

r^^t after D Day* 'f? ■

Mr Hlnlotqr ^

in Ftaioo In 1940^ and laoy returned on D D«^ in foHewiag the 2nd

TaotiOQl Air Store© through Froxnoo <niS tha Low CountrloQ into Gensasor# wwfllfliPff

there with tho olr cta^tMa of the oooi5>atlon forces# 9Jw5r we la Qro&»

axA Grete^ Syrla^ Iinq. ac& Alaysslnla# «J*3- they served throuahottfe ̂ le llWdi© Baet

08Qpadl£a In tho deoeert end later in ItaJor aa& Soutih-oapt Asia# fhejr fl«flr ®th*

O&o ihPtograBhip waXfisop^ and operated on the jut^le adxflelds of Bertu

shot down on the Arafcan Fcont^ hot roocived only a&nflr injury *

Tfhllo the Seoaad Ansy ubb oekinEI 1^® orosBiiy of the Bhina

ihotosPsaphera fXesr at fifty fhet orortoadt othara on the srounft rm»

oovoxing tho edvtdwe of tho troopoe 53«» l“i*nt pio^mas Ulustrailns

operation on Mnroh 24^ 194^» to be rooelved by newapaporo ftoo any eourow Wi

those tak€sn by an offiolal j^sotograpliier of glldero sotting off fcon SSnslofifte

Sheer wore reoeivod ly the London "evonAngB" la tliao far padillcatlim th^

Alsost every day throuj^icut the war Air WitAatey offlolsl pdoturoO

were used in th© national and provlnoiel newspapera, and hundrisdo woro

pdhlifthed juonthly in i»E«a: Inea in the British CoBaaonsealtb,  tho Aasrlean

;rf!

Oontirnnt and neutral ooiaitries#

av<xroge of pioturea iflsvisu each day to Mlnistzy of

^re '«^ere oooaaions# h0wevei;> v4ten es £aaxiyInfOiioriUon from P«R*% was 25<

at; a hundx*ed diffozent ̂ doturos woro aenct out#  A total of a q>iar«€r of a

oLMitti px'intft wore oiruulatod#

photogratdsio library ̂ hic& has been built up provides a

unit us rso^^ of the air war^ opcratloafially "aal otlux^visoj fi*oia 1939 oiw.arfla#

By t4\e end of the wax* ulih Japtua very nony oiofo than 3C»00C ooparato

/pfcoto^iraphloe» »#
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functions, 29 to Tochnloca IJraining Qobxuxd& units, ani 10 to -?ar Office units*

/tfter the end of the Jopenoso war the attached alrorew aad)6r3

tiioir fbo-uiKy-vialting* and also took a irominent part in "Thaateisi-Tlng ?fo^«

osttpaisna on boheli’ of liational Havings*

Heporta factories clearly ahovfod tim bensfioial offeot of

visits on tlio iBorole of the workera and conaov^icntiy on output* 2hla was
V

eopeolally true for oon and vcoim doing "repetitive" %/ork and making vital

p&its vd-thout seeing tlie oonpleted axtiole* Interest in their Job was rovlvqd on

hearing fron pilots and other eeasbeare of crews to v?hat vao thoso^ parts VfsgQ pot*

!!^pioal of semo of befitcr resulta of these visits was the oase of 300 wobma

workers in a faotoxy produoix^ oleotrioal xpparatusi they gave np their rest dey»

iihm two pilots (oach with a aiked thean to make 500 extra pieces of

equipment* Losa than a week later tlie pilots were told that 1,CKX> pieces of

ac^pcent t^jt© waitlnc to be taken away*

On another oooaoian two pilots lurxdyed at a factory to find that tlic

rno wero due to come out on strike that afternoon* Ihey wanted core sonny* Om

of the pilots described how 1lio flyers in the k*iUP* risked their lives ovecy

otker niglht for far leas jacnay, and at the end of the friendly talk ̂ ic werloMPS
I

banged their tools on the benckca, whistled and threw their hats into the alr«

Th^ decided to call off tl» strllce*
V

The latter was an exoepiicual case, because the speakers maco asnoally

instructed not to take part in controvoralal topics* Eho following is a list iBf

guidance hints providod for the j^eekeesi—

v\v>, f/pmm
II

l^oltrts tor ̂ CcJcetrs tallclng to alrcxraft woaeScare*

epNT talk at tlie workers ● make your visit appear infomial, friendly. In foot

nlmoat Casual*

rOKP talk x>oliti<S3*

lX)ITr beceme Irrvdved in dlscuaaiona on. oontrovereiol sid>iootaf audi as workilig

conditions, rates of pey, or matters of policy, n^ of which conoem yaa#

DOIB? if you have visited a factory before, draw cjoiqparieona*

IX);d? if asked <jLJoatioiB, give awry operatioijal secret*

rX) vihXo x’txund tiio shops « angr.je individitil ./orkers in ccaiver'natifln

Let tlium see you are intetx;3ted in tiio Job tliey are doing md that the Hi,A*Po
/<’-wr©cit'.tcn* O O e O os



.ooiates their work*

CO ● strike a note of filendship*

DO - rmjffldMT the rK>r^jsr& are sore Hi2Ji Internotod tn Jc^ .ual ill ;asat to

Jonoi7 oU ab^t it*

DO - atreac that we sr© all 1a tills war together and that it la oj3^ hy a

effort on the poirt of the :i*A«F. and tliooe ensrigod on. siroxtjft psroduotion that

Germony can be bcoibcd harder evei'*

ro - aak whoever oonnluffts you round, to introduce you to the shop steward of eadh '

dopartment* 2his oreatoa a good ii^rossion, as he roiroBents the ̂ riascra*

H  the more infomal you are the better, and, when you give your talk duflqg

the liu^ hour, tall them all about a xald, or a flight In which you wore onga^oA*

KiLEl’E-.ii i*epiT03oirt the iicyal Air i\>roo, and tliat IWH AUDIi.ICS are

intocuated in and 1£CUR job* Shay don*t ecKpeOt you to be a BMle Spoeker, Ittt

they do feel they are also port of the ii.A.P* Avoid giving the i^rossiim that It

is a *^pep” tolk ●> you hava not bean asked to visit the faotoiy foi' that rsdooag tli#

idea b^ilnd tho visit is as touch for your bonafit as tliat of the warkorat

Ihe nomtl procedure at these visits was for the apeokor « (cy

to bo danduotod rowid the f actcay, to enable him to see tho kind of mtk bolqg

undertakon end to chat with the workpeopaie, end then to give an informsl eddeeas

during tho lunchaon break i or the speaker might be called on to talk to the nigjbtft

shift* The operatives wore always insiateixt on bearing of the speako^s esq?orisiiei|i

"cm Qpo”, and he was oapeotod to mate reference to tho product iuraad ««t ty ttli

partdcul^ur factory* At tho end of hi a he was subjected to questioning, eiad
1  e

probably to the signing of autograph books*

^Sie reluotaoDa of uirores porsonool to **ahoot a line**, as they OfllXtd It,

hod to 1)0 overcooidj but as they beoems aware of the groat Importance of this

rolationslilp between factory ivorker and flying m«n their definition of that Air

Foroo tara became less dere^atoxy*

Factory Iiiaiaon Ceoiion of fckcsoed a *'Iir«eohootqrii* GlxlbP witli

an iionoraxy tacoberB* list lioaded ty Air karahal Sir ;irthur Barratfc* All mcolmes lat

the seotion beoema enrolled in the club which held social fiaioiions cad iisd plans ttUr

aoaisiing Its i^mb^rs after dQinobili3fc.tion.

In Jidy, a oivilitui llaiuon ofilcioo: bcirwoen .. driin*c»-y cf Aireraft

I reduction .jai tJio wan . ipix.*5jited, and gi'/Mi nccamDicda'clo^ in. PpEo3*

/jCs.^ngoEfesato*

I

,  . -i!)<

\
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iixra^gaaenta )sm made with Bcnftwap^ Fighter and Coastal to mxp^

atovios Gocoluaivialjr for tho %£lnl8tty» and airfraDo^ onsln& ojn& £ffopo21er andiani*

Regular ti^qgranffl tiore aonfc to faotoriea* insietllatodjr after an oiiaratioiif

InfOKsalng them that airoroft, eqglnea or isropellers iaanufacrfctrod l^y thou

taken i»art* E«Z« at Harcoj;^ idcntifiod tho faotories ovar tiio, tolophcaDo hJT

moetts of a ooHom Shoae telcgromaf aud tho aooouats of pporatiotio

followed «» ofteoi dloployod on tha faotorioa* ootloe hoards ●● wm |preat3jr
V

aspra^atedf and Ttere found to mointain the operatives* Intoreot in their socle

and **lsoap the piotiss#^

A aohome was also put Into operation to aupiOy the doners of elroreft ●

ocme 5t000 of tbsa « vdth^stories ̂  the eetivities of the maaMaos for lahiOh

thegr had oontributed# !Qiio nscesaitated the pmisaX of squadron ropocta^ Oithflr

at Air Ulaiatxy library or P«H«0*8 on oirflelda* Coranan&s were also re^^notoft

to provide artloleo on gift and aiodllazy a^x&drons# Attonpts 'nere inade^

without vary mush swoesa ● heoause of the gpemt dqnanda on P.fi«Q*s in etliov

direotiona ● to obtain stories relatix^s to varinua tppes of ftm

passing to the fsatoriea*

Contaot was bm>a<| in this wort; with Ii«0«/UF»9 R«A«m«Fc^ B«2I«2»A«F«s thh >

Oolonial^ PoBdnlon» infliji. and otlnr Offloos#
\

4
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(d) ● Books and Broadoa^a.

Ca,

The vw'k of P.l.i. covered all radio puelicilgr for the % v.P. (other

tlian entertaiment) and the scrutinising of nianusoripts submitted for

publication by serving awaibcrs of tho R.a.P, and W.A.-r.P,

Broadcaating!

]lroadoasting provided a wide field of publioity and cvezy advantage

was token of it. The 3.Q.C. alone radiated prograssoes to various :arto of*

the world in oany liuiguogos thi'oughout the 21 hours, bovering ovwy part of/

the Ibritinh Ooraraonwaalthg the Faoifio« Ik>rth Amerioa and Burt^e^ as well as

laaintalring the Sbiao and Goi:eral Jfbroes prcgrasiD$s* There was a voraoioiis

demand for frying topics. In addiUon H.A.P. publiolV arraa^ with

four Aniozioan oon^anies operating in London ●> tho ISutual Broadoastlng

SyBtesji, the NationaVBraadoaatiog CQnpaqy^ the Colulijhla Broadoaating S(jn^|ta^

and tho Blue I^!OtvR»*k* Another broadoast vehlole was the the.

Amerioan propaganda eta ion in Bnrope* Canada eah served by d ooast<«to»

coast hooknq^ through the Canadian Broadcasting Oorporafcion*

As often as it could be managed, meobers of eirore^ x^eaponsihlo for

outstanding operatiana ware taken to the otorophone to deeoribo ,thoSr

ei^erienoee. Such btroadoasts generally tool place in the B«3,0#

Report, Radio News .Reel, cbobat Biazy, The ^Orld Goes ly, Atl«attla Stpoitli^^ht^?|
They covered suoh incidents as the sinking of tho Tizpits, th» hoBMng |fj
of Ploesti, the attaoks on the 1fk>«bne Dam, operations eror Borlii^and othef .

eneny targets, attacks on enemy shipping, fighter ooeq^s, the evaouatlcm

of oasualtles and supply dropping'. In short, seme of tiie moot draintio

atwies of the work of tho R.A.F. vwre told over the microphone ty tho tom

who had participated in them.
Arrangements wara made, whenever poaaihlo, for B.B.O. rsoording ysaos i

to visit ll.A.F. stations during operstioos, to aalm vsooxdlngs* All soflli

focordlnga were available to other broadoastlng oong>anlea> A ooneitor$bld

amount of "baoksrsund" sounds wwe mozded for use in prognuBoue,

Besides itoas of immediate nows value, maaorouo talks wore arranged

on the general work oarrled out on alrflalda and on aapoots of life In the

● I'i

V

/●R* A.P.



Thead talks woro given in tlie Ilooe Seirrioe and in all the ovearseas t«Hfn

pTogra&itOa of the diffaxsnt oorporations at various tiioes. Suoh a tala mi^ht be

broadoast in as mai^ aa 26 languages*

, lanuiiiloa and allied personnel bzoadoast to their own oountries <● in their

own language ● on topioal aubjeots and operational esperienoea*

asaiated the and other bxoadoasting organisations to obtain

^terial and personnel for Yeaturee" broadoasta^ aometioea deaoribed aa

**documentaries'** The^ were on auoh tc^loa as "Battle of Britain"« ?Bon3> Boors

Open", "Boobers Over Berlin", "Balloon Beun:ege''9 "Pigh*®** Pilot ", "Perry

£>ilot", eto* 'fhese were drsaatiaed aeoounts of various j^haaes of 8*A*P* work*

^hen the ban on radar publiolty was raised an outstanding x^adar dooumentaxy was

broadcast, written by Ceoll ISaglvern aa a result of faoilitiee arranged for hia

by the branch.

There were also 'toutaide aotuallty" braaloaate liy B*B*0* oowaentategif

paring visits to stations with their xeoording gear*

arrongnmenta were for broadoasting zepseeentatlvee to f2y ou <^>efntionsj

redording their Ifi^xeesions while in flight* Om at the noet outstanding of

those recorded the oonreraatiea between msDbers of tise orew at a TiSnoaeteg

over Berlin, made by Wynfbxd Vau^iaii-(n»iiaa* Aeaouni» of aioilar flighta waoeo >

I9ad0 by Bd Morrow and }Uohaxd DlmUdby.

P*3«i|b made its own rooorda fdr hietorloal purposes of R*A*P aBtivitieSf

suoh as the briefing and Intexxegaticiu of oxews*

At intervals of about a fortnight, over a long period, a war eoraaentaiy was

broadcast by aome senior offioer surveying the air war of the tlias*

By the end of hostilities, P.a.ic had oxgahised nearly 4,000 broadeasts, and

the branoh'e wtnrtc oontlnued well into peaestime* Some of the talks on

operational topics waxe ooUeeted and published, with titles suoh as "Winged WloK

"We Speak from the Air", and *\9ver to tou"* ^The flrBb<a»tioned  waa a Book

Sooiety oholoe).

Up to June, 1943, the number of Air Foroe broadeaeta was 4**®"^ under 3#300 ●*

averaging a day throughout the war* This figure did not Inolinto the grsait

quantity of H.A*P* coaterial of a mlsoellaneoua nature 'in^plied for inoluaioii

in broadcast pxogrmsoea of all kinda*

fieom tine id tlms

i



The foliOwiA^ iij a table of talka ̂ jivea by British aiid Allied pez*aonnal fzoia

the beginnins of the war to tho Oini of hostilities jja r^uzope:

British
Australiatis
Pxtti»h
Canadiaiia
South Afrioasa
New Zealondara
Csed^
Poles
Ifest Tnillar^
Buteh

Qypr^ts
.^jQsrioans
Xiidiana

librwegians
West ;frioaos
Hungarians
MisoeUaosoua

1,7?;
255
181
167
152
155
06
35
67
5^v
56
51
31
25
15
1
66

5,222
W

It was Oeorsed that all soxipta vxlttoa aorflng mebm of tho R,A«P* snft

.A.P« on sexvioe subjeote, intendad for publioatlon, first bo siAnlttod

to The bxsnoh aasutiolsed tho fyr suitd^ilitgr and amauftid Ibr

its passage through oeouriV (a.I,6«)«

A oonaiOersble «aount of aueh material sas dealt with, ranging tnm. dtborl

newspaper artiolea to novels, autc^iographies anl books on oporati&aal taqpdlaa*

There were also short storlea, poena, plafs, fila scripts, draorings and lott^

to the Press. The prooddure was for tixs writer to siduoit his maimaoript to

throu^ his cwnnandlng offioer. If a teohnLoal si^Jeot was involTsd,

P«R*1. ooDiaunloated with the'bz^uioh or direotorate conoemedU

One copy of the sorlpt, finally approved and possibly aiasadsd, was returned.,

on foiso granting ponoiaalon for pdAloatioiu

The duplioate copy was retained by P.R.4 for zeeozd purposes* When pomiseion

for publication could not be granted - for reasons of policy or sooority -

the author '<'^8 inforusd of the raaaona for withholding approval*

PidJlioation was tlie author's x^pousibilaty, and «hiiM p«H.4 did not edriso

on this matter, the authoriaation|^foua contained infonoaticn as to where au^

advic** ;'ht be obtained,

.in ttV^r ige of b«Jt/^esn 35 £Uid 50 f*cxiiyt& dealt with each oentbi tliere

/was

ff./.

to the sender with an authoris 4.>t

J  -

■ ■ij
1
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as a tendency for the eubialasion rate to rise after outst^jidiog operatiens.

j.l'.e foUowan^ list of some of the books approved by the branch ixklxcates

the wide range cf laanuacripta submitted;

air Goittneataiy
Bondl>eara* Battle
Bomber i’ilot
Coastal Coaosed at t'ar
Combat Hejport
Dispsrsal Point
Last Hnaoiy
:<ot Peace tut a r>«ord
One of our Pilots is 3afe
Patl;finders
Spitfire
Tail Cunner

G-irls^ Zou z&aza ne
Vfings over Olympus
What are your Angela .Vow
Build lil^ Tour Walls
Sky Sweepers
.\rlse to Conquer
Island Fortress

Prnotioal 3tro Navigation
iVithout the Option
Libyan Log
Indian Air Poroe

Doodle<4>ng Diaxy
Bnopy Coast Ahead
V/e Defy
Vexy Little Sand
Fighter Pllo.t

G/Cpt« Helmore
A V/ing CoKLTii^ndffr
S/I^« Cheshiro
i^Ldr* Dudley Gordon
3/Ldr, Bolithe
S/Ldr, Pudnay
P/Lt, HilUr/^
Vc, Gibbs
F/Lt» Slii$>son
Cecil Lewis
S/Ldr« BUasi
P/l«t. Hivas
S/Ldr. Noble
3/Tidr, Nisdon
S/Ldr. Pelham Groom
F/Lt. Appldiy
S^. Wilson
W/Cdr. Oleed
W/Cdr« Jonas
Si^l^dr. Uadin^iam
Gr/GpU Whittle
PA^t. OgUvia
w/Odr. HusaeU
L.A.C.W. Bowden
w/Cdr. Gibson
£^t*.Suttdii
iyo..coflp
v/LU iHteliie



P.R. ana A, 1.5. and 6, SH3UHB?I

Xn Septsober, 1939 there \ms no organisation at Air Ministry or

elsevrhere which would ensure that the publio deraand for news about Boyal Air

Force operations should be balanced with security recx^ire-aunts.  All suoh news

was issued by the Press Section, a civil branch wliich was provided with full

details of all operations and liad access to all secret reports, -but as a civil

branoh vifhioh mS' pi cm/Idea ..itU full details of all-crpHratlonyand told aocess *to

all srrrtnli but as a civil branoh was not controlled by Air Staff.

Ncninally’ the Director of Intelligence was suppos/jred to be consulted before

information was published, but as ho nad no staff allocated for the purpose it

was, in practice, impossible for suoh consultation to be made, particularly in

view of the fact that to meet the needs of the Press and B.B.C. quick advice at

any time of the day or night had to be given. The result of this was that there

was really no effective security control at all. To provide this control A.1.6.

was created.

(●)

(

Air Intelligonoe 6, known throughout the K.A.F, as A, 1.6, bed two special

funotlcniB throughout the war - internal censorship for security and for Air

Staff policy. It should be aaphasised that the duties of this branoh had

nothing whatever to do with censorship as the word is generally understood by

was not ooncerned with aiy material originated by the Press or

It was in
*ho publio. It

emanating frcocrany souroe outside the Air Mimstry and the R.A.F.

effect, a detached branoh of Intelligenoe and its duties might be designated as

foUowsj-

(a) Bxaminatiem for security of all material that the Air Ministry
that nothingand R

1.

.A,?, proposed to publish, in order to ensure

Issued was directly or indireotly useful to the enojay.
material

(b) Sxanination of all material in order to ensure that no

issued was oontary to the policy of the Air Staff.

To oompile the Air itinistry C<»nmuniques.2.

In the execution of its first function /..1,6. was guided by the

of Air Staff policy «Director of Intelli. enoe (Security) , whilnt on questions

guided by the Assistant Chief of the Air Staff (General).

in the course of these v.uties the branoh was called upon to consider a

extremely teohnioal naturo.

was

wide range of aubjeote, maxy of than being of an
/m. ooooe

f
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In such oases, of course, subjects were referred to the departments most

qualified to £ive advice, and ...1.6, 'vas juided by the views of these experts.

Anticipatinc considerable difficulties in the jiublioation of .latters relating to

alxoraft and airoraft equipment, a Committee, roproaontative of all interests

oonoemed, had been previously set up for the specific purpose of deoiding what

information should and should not be released on these subjeots. The Committee

was known as The Release of Technical Information Committee and A. 1.6. waa

represented.

Material from outside souroes sulinitted viuntarily for censorship was not

handled by A. 1.6. but was passed to the Ministry of Information,

branch oonoem itself with material of a secret or confidential nature not

Heitber did the

intended for general publication.

AS its second funoUon A. 1.6. oonqpilsd Air Ministry oonmuniques from

operational information supplied by the War Eocaa at Air Ministry and by the

Coosaands concerned. The bulletins consisted of brief official announcements on

R.A.P. operations. It was found convenient to issue separate oomimuiiiquea for day

and night operations sujd for offensive and defensive operations.

\vhen enemy airoraft operated over this country as many as four oamnuniquoa wore

issued during a period of 21^. hours. During the war a total of 5*178 Air Mlnisti^

oocmiuniques were issued. Many were issued jointly with other deparhuenta.

Por example, oommuniques dealing with the attacks <m submarines or oouvOy

protection were Issued Jointly with the Admiraliy* whilst those dealing with

On oocasioaa

enemy activity over the British Isles were issued Jointly with the Ministry of

In this connection it may be pointed out that, whilst enemyHome Seouri*ty,

activity over Britain was the conoem of Air Ministry, the dropping of bomba

and consequent damage and casualties wore the concern of the Ministry of Homs

Security. Identical statements were issued by the Americana and Air Ministry

when H.A.P. fighters provided escort and cover toll U.3.A.A.F. bond>ers in their

earliest operations fnan British bases* This co-ordination of official

announo6i..euts between Air Ministry and other Services and the Allies of BrrLtain

worked very smoothly throughout the war. The S^rema Headquarters of the Allied

Expeditionary Foroe issued its own oommunlquAs.

/On
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'  On oooaaions when it was desired to issue an item of operational news

before full reports bad been received a brief interim statement» known as a

"flash” was issued. A flash consisted of one or two sentences confined to the

mere announcement that such an operation had taken place* Flashes were written

by A* 1.6* and telephoned to the HLnistiy of Infonaation, iriiere they were

immediately issued* They were not attributed to the Air Ministry but, when

published were introduced by a phrase which indicated the source, i*e* ”lt is

learned in London”* Rie use of flashes proved particularly helpful during the

winter of iriien the chief items of war news in the early morning B.B.C*

bulletins were alraoat inrariably annoxmaements of eneoy bombing in Britain* In

oonv^ying the infornation the flash was usually.  ^ state that onr own

bombers had been over Gennaiv time*

●  Apart from the main funotions of the branch, members of A*I*6* staff gave

general guidance on the significance of current <^eratlonal Inforaatlon and on

the Inrestiaation, on behalf of Air Mliiiatiy, into breaches of censorship* Airing

laost of tihe war the staff nuBbered approziBately 12 officers, riaing on occssionn

to 15. They were recruited very largely from the legal profcsclmi. S»

difficulties arose from the operation of the fidsasc SWicpc a* dccliha itt ;

the volume of work cooi^iadded more or less with the dmobilisatlon of the
■

Shzougbouct the war a 2(k-hour shift was maintained.

A*I*6* as mrationsd above was rosp<nisible to the Directer of Aikrtllgenc^

(Sccttiity) for aeourity, but under tbs control of and roaponsiblc to the

Director of PubUo Relations for poUoy. This was generally considered, wtthi| H

felt that it i

.'Tm

A

:

* I* 6. at least, as a somewhat unst iafactoiy arrangeaent. It

would have been better if the department had been on the strength of the Ik. of

«liiah were often
l(S) under A

1

*C*A*S* (l) -but responsible for oaammiqttas,

involved with Air MlnlstKy pollosr* to the P.U.S.

Similarly it is strongly advocated that H*A*P. Press Oensors overseas

should be on the strength of Intelligenoe rather than on that of Public Oslatioi^

-
- 0

 f

With the press Censors on the strength of Publlo Relations the situation oould

a Group Captain or tnwa did arise of a F/Lt* oensor having to refuse his C*0

Wing OOfflaander, penaission to issue a story or  a photograph whioh the 0.0.

● »

was pressing to get released* Alternatively, the censor might be peraur

against his better Jxidgemeiit to give his pemdsaion. Either of the

situations areobvioualy undesirable and do not make for the effic

n-p rionanrshln r»r. in the loup run. of Public Relations*
i



sth
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A< ̂

hea been aedi^ abo'/e to the fact that Press oontrib'iti'aM

^loh oonoemed itself

Koferenoe

outside s juroaa were not dealt vrlth by ̂ .1*6

®*oluaivoly with Service output,

"'fta part of the «ork of UU3., the oounterpert or

● »

Security oensorahip for outside contrlbutioiis

"outpost** of A.X.6

The Unit was partly under

nelatiofis partly under that of

It consisted of tee seotions.

mtlraly by aanias omcara loioro as Air AdrliwM

●»

P«*ttanently resident at the Ministry of InfamatiaD.

the Jurisdiotion of the Direotorate of PubUc /
^ho Ulreotorate of Intelligence (Security).

One was Stafi’ed
Ztt

and tbe othar by olirtllana, this flaotion boiiig knoan as 'Air -tffairs. ●

olorloal ssowtnrlal, *h0 funotloBO of tho Air Adrtsomaddition, there eaa

inoluded the folloeinriJ-

Quiding the Press on operatioxal Batters.(a)
of the Mintetry InfaacBstion ee toAdvising Censorship Division(b)

soourity* policy and suitability of sU sir Batters,

resulting from fsoaity vlslte te H.A.P.Oensorshlp of all aaterial

Stations.

Sorutiny of puhlio te^udoal Joum^B

(o)

to ^hrlse on poesibllltiir
(d)

■  -'y
banning for esqport.

Advising Sorutiny Section

infringoBents of seennrity

monitored broadeaste for intelllgenee purposes.

dooX eitb seearity i

Qt OmmaeOdv niriaim

●lA sextttlsy of inooBlns Pram

cables end

Att

a
(®)

endance at Prose eonforenoes in order to

will be seen that the duties of this Air
(f)

It
aosont of eoafh* '

ai/ma oensorohip duties ooeaaloned an etawoKMO

lasnths ending >lat October 19UU, over 1*¥>0 fasil
In faoaitlea

ities arented*
in the six

Press Cenferenoe i0.
head of the Branoh attended daily Military .  fThe

all theatree of weT and wasbrief oorreppondenta on Allied air operatl«» in

also senior B«*er of the fortnightly OojDsalttee presided ever by the Dlreotor

InteUigenoe (Security) for the release of teohnioal tnforBstlon.
patltflirflously

of

jjuring sene periods the Branch wSs dealing

faoUily gPsBt^ te iourndlBte .ho h«4ootarlal iwaultUiB fron e Froaa

attack on BehLln and answering a constantaooompanled an
flow of anquirlea in

with a nlj;^t attack on London.ooimeotlon
/"Air Affairs", o.^o
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“Air /iYairs**«

Mir /’iffairs”, the civilian half of the ’tnit, was 'it once an Air

lilnlBtry Press section end pert of the Ministry of Infoarmation News Divialoi*

Lilco their service colleagues^ these olvilians maintained a 2Vhour

watch« They were the final channel of the Air Mnistry News Service ondL wwe

responsible for putting Into the haruls of t!iS News Divislcni all bulletins^

ocumauniquea, flashes^ awards and casualty lists and routine printed guidances

The questions arising from handouts, lequesta for eaalatanoe on technioal and

aeaai<*teohnioal matters, end the reactions of Frees representatives stationsd

in the const itutod the greater pea^ of the work of "Air Affaire"# Material

had to be provided at very short notice and a sy^oa of indeoring referenoes

had to be maintained and ocmstontly kept up-»to-date#

The greatest value of this Branch lay in its liakiaon value between

Air Mlnlatry and and its aadutenanoe of personal oonteot between Freaa

representatives and their off lei el sources# *



P.B.7 -

ffonud ia Uay ^*^7 took oa the duttoa ot IOmw $, liAiOk M

hlthojrto boon a branoh of tha Air Staff reaponalble for tha control and

orBUlbAtloa of loafXot oparatiooaf iMlatainins dlroet ro^poBoibiXllgr to

A«O.A»S*(Q)« i!ho bxonoh ooxkod la dloM ttaiooBi adiii INyarfaaiti B*& (tho

for tto BoUUoaX IntaUlflanoa DopartcMat of tfao 9ctr§iffi Hio

Slroatoxmto of Boobor Opoxotloni In to Air UlalotQr and to €|toitlani Stofif

Crfvcv

at Boobor Onnaai to voro raaponAblo for to aotaoX toatoaotlott of to

9o ansoro that to air a^paot of BXOpagAada aloaflota*

flttlas aaBaar, ato^ aaa aada of all oao^ broadBoabi tr tl^>B»0#,

of aoflh proaa rosporta aa woro ato availabla ter  ot ^BBtOllIgwo^. hwntahjOi tp

wall aa of to omB^ ammAm aad papara pcodBOOd Iqr  otto>otlaai and

ZOtaUlaanao bcoBahaa of to iir lOaUt^ and BtA*V« QinooBnia to OflldiWl

of to aootlaa too grthad to x /  -

aotot»t both kpomtito^l «d taoholoal and to mikr «f iab|Wiijtltol!#l‘-/

●ir Mttm M«jM V Mittaa toMUiimw «w^ tti*. gwiliiiiii:;
I /

Of propagaada dlraottfoo.
V .  '

ton aftor its ftMMatlOB» P«B»7 oaa oadlad tot tt ptoto d to«%
’  .‘ v

atatlatloal tmUmt gltog a ftOl aad oaradOIr totoi toioi<
Botaa far dMIdg to tota idi

“V

< .<■

zt

to lJLP. litooaomoito to to to aUteif ●.
i

rii*

prlvitoad Babllo apoitoa* Borliig to

to prototloa of to Bodb nwnjpa Xtttata Ciblo aal

boablas roMlta Ibr Mitloal xntalllgwaa Bipartoat# and of a

tiw
V-

t- *

. 'i

' V-"!

. f
yf

ri?/
!. It

r*;

5

i

Stfoota Obart^ aa wall aa to atto aad toijrto of pwpagtoa ditoito
to Qonwa "vraata* atatlona. Offloara Ito F»B«7 atolf wnw ditadli^ ta^

attaad to progMaow plawilns oaatlaga of to tatooa ragtima Of P»Z*B» Obi

tbo to pot faraard bta Air staff*a riaapoint an air aattaaa# and

gimaralTy to piofida d«gr to to to gildanoii for all bodiaa of to Hiffiti^

●  ●!
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propagaada orgaalaatifla*
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Jtk Jemugr 1942| ttadcrtoole to pro|)axo a atamx^ of msh of toa

taSka gLvea A.C.A.S*(ft) at hto Pxt«a Ocufermay  ot asm aa oa

Staff Miaar oa enttars of oorMat aXr iatoreat aad  ot j;nt an Moosa

atotiatlm gitoa at those talks* Ala awanaiy «sa olioulatod to P*Z*0«9 tte

X*0«2* aoA to Bttflh afflcwra of the B*A*F* vho aaSa otateoanta tnof ptop$fgu^

ahmd or fhr toe tBliahtomwnt of pa^ opitoen at bonu

Za ilurali 1M* the wtMy ieme of* Air Bointe for propeguida Olnot&too

aao aBdertakoB* Shle ima a aanret dotomiit with a atrlotlF Ualtea

dwalation ami eaa InooKporataa la toe fiftoldsr Oeatral dveetitoi of P.Z.O*

Zte pnxpeeo aae to gtre goidaoM oa aU nattera pertoiaiiig to thf air tor In

Ite iopaot OB propAiJuito* Ihets» tigum and devdepMate relatiiig to ouroBt

air evtote tore prtoUlBg liata of prqywaMrt»> adalni Ikoa tot

IcyXloatlona of Allied aoA enecir air ope atlane, mgipBstedt aad potter In toi

treatMot of prapagtoto^ aa it alfootoA or toe affeetoA tr ̂  ●ir wtf$

oatlltted* oeriMtodPtMtoto totto«to^itol4r

■totinfla of 7«z«ik Ototott Oistodto Pttanm, Onma Stotdtok
eoBl soenSiaKviaa SeotiaBB, B»s*o» atoflptonlltoe atttowi iad mmgmg eai

ZanOgr P«2U7 to* om tto petoutte d tito Stotdetttol aMto

ttm P«8*7t toll# P*B*5 took mt» the laatte of aotoe for ipoitBWii 2to

Ootohor* hPtotor, e tortOp Pevito of Mr Opoiatieiie toe tnelttoted* «h|n
7

toe avotoeoA tp P«B«B» laitlallp ae a gaidwipe aote for toe antotoiilMlMil

of toe B«B*0«» hat aa Unfettot dwMid far ito older dietrltatito eoin lil

to a nMh OBtondad oinalatieto OOpiee toDsa SEpptted to A«X»5» A*S^ end
CUir«St» for saidtooe to Srsae Oaatoipqnftinto, eto»« to P«X.B» far litohieten
la Plreatltoa «d leafleto* to toe b*a.P. tteUon  ot toe Begfena
Ctoudeelflaere eU ofir (beet Biltelat to aU Air AttMhMt aad to
etatdeAB la Botoer aad oaaatal qMWififlei

At ahmt the aaaa tlto (Oetaher iptS) K&T eleo heeeee iwtpBnetMe fir

toe etadr of A*Z*M fOporto aad other iatoma^ina Ohteined toen prleenere
of ear Ikon e prapogoott ai^eotf end for toe attolp ^ prtoOdW>da to

flaitonr of Itito desLtod txm those sooroae titomt prejadining toe aoureeB
toe hnaoh reeeived fma a.Z«<^) Uete end partiaalere ofla Qieetlea.

/six



<UJL (kA«F* peidonwa of narf ood arvongod t» bdmodeaat ttbe a&soi and dotoila

of priaanorof thalr haalth aod throu^ tha 3.3.0. *s Geraan

seoUoiii ● a ftaUiro ifdiiiili pxofved a wluatile aaaet to BsltlHh

Aftor pKoldi0fii xMgotiAtlflas betsmn Air P.Z.O« and tlio B.9 C«# tha

plan (fint aBotod eerV ia 1942) tor a daily fiftom almto hmdoawt t9 tha

G»A. f« at twht^wniwiwg tholr aoralo# vsa a^xead to, inid the flxst of

these aerias of broadopats took plaoe in October.

?ho aotivitlea of P.R.7 had by now axpandod 3o far beyond what had

oriaina?iy bcei: cnviaoficd, and its work ajid raoponsibility had b6oo>tie co great

that it was folt that the branch should become a Deputy Directorate*

latter came into being as D.D.C.P. on 1st Deoeti.ber 1942.

Between .Jtme 19U and December 1942 P.R.7 had bean instrumental in itm

dropping of 376, 121,378 propaganda leaflets or 'nickels*, from the inaaoiratlan

of P.R*7 until the end of 1941 distributioi remained at a fairly oonstfflit

monthly average of 10,000,000, but Inoreaeed oonaidereUy in 1942.

beginning of 1942 dlsdi^mination was carried out by Booiber COTtmaad, *H* BclXeen

Obit (operating under the dlreotion of the branch)’ and Coastal Oaiatand* IBexGy

In 1942, however. Coastal Coiaaend could no longer oonttmio Its activities sc

that other means had to be sought to satisfy the reqpirtments of Hf

the and of I942 o.T.U*a of Bomber Commend and aqjy»droas of Aisy

Cotmaand, had begun regular leaflet operational while, in Novenibor, DatrudSf

S<IuadrQns of fighter Command also to undertake a certain amount of

Icaflot disei^mlnatltm.

Aasmg tha regular issues distributed were three "woldy leaflet® fdr ̂?aiioo^

‘*Le Couikler de X'Air", "La RflM» de la Freaae Libre" and "L*ABteri(|ue en Guerrs**t

She

ObtU te

' ● \ vv

a monthly periodical for Holland "wemlunla", and monthly reviews fbr Bslgluia

and Denmark, entitled "Le Xessager de la Liberte" and "Vi Vil Vlnde"

In addition to numerous leaflets of a topical and day*to«dsyreapeotively,

propaganda type dropped in groat quantitiea over Germaoy, that oountzy also

received a weekly and maxthly publication - "Luftpost" and "Die Andure;iolte”,
1

Apart xroffl thet^e regular publications oiy speoial wireleas tra4ni^?iffi to



■**5"^^ tiic ocoxipie<l countrios was aupT^lfiffiontea by^spe^^ial opei-jtion for «n

iij’j.iodia<,8 dia^efcain lion of loafli^ta, wsiile ani'tounoeoionts by the

Govo manta or tl'43 Jlled lutio. s

■aanif^

■ere conveyed to the (.oria tna and occupied

poopl.ja by special <.ditiona.'’Biok«ls ' other than panphlcta wore also dropped

fr<KU time to time, for cxamplo faked rati, n oarda,. Judging by official Cksnaan

lievere puniahenentOf evon

the death santonoe, -.tore threatened to anyone using the card,-., but dos^ite

such threats, tiierti is an^le evidence to sIjow tliat people in many parts of the

Reioh marie uae of tl,em anl thot endless oocgjliontions to the administration of

fcjod distribution in Cm jr.axy reaulted.

roaoticjn th so operations wore higjily auooesaful.

\
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and soB» ooodllent ataiqplsa of postecw^rt^ oqplcarod to arivo >«««* a portiouaLfar

point, wore exhibited during various oanpaigns*

A thlid oediun vms tbd esdilbition or diaple^, xtork nhidi kept a apoalfl3L

staff eopAniped on fuUUtlne during ^ war pears*, fhe art of tdndov dreosins^
Uffc^

ehioh ma also .^ildeljr ai^loyDd in tbs mainttiniiBo of H*A*F* pcesti^ and tbi

attraotioa of not? reondtSf ^ praotised by P«B* esq^erto*

Ois branob issued a large nuBdnr of piblieity psccbLets^ seostlaM

independently and aoostliaes in oonjunotion vitli om or more of Hie other fasdle#e

The paophlets uere oonoemsd wlHi reoruitli^; and Were oonflned to a eupnigr df

the roqulreaiaata enpeoted of the prospeotlve volunteers* 3uab a pfStphlet nnil

iaei^ for lnatanoe» vhen there ms a denand for uooea reondta la tho Bqiefll

'  Obeerver Oecpe*

I

\

ly for the ooet iaportant of these media ess preoe ednrtiains oai lift

is doubtful ehether any other form of pdblioity vould hove produood tte ifflwHati ,

reaulte ehtained through ttaia method of ecprooiHt* OnapOBee Mternhbhf bhUii. '

Air Miniatry, InfomatieB Bureoiit rotgiestiag forthor and stm 4atal|<d

infoxoatim, esre usually dieplflyod in thea^ edmrtlMB»flte# SeeaMHi

eera prepared by the bramh itt odoeo liedson eith the ippg^opriide mint^

of tho R«A*F* ond a coBmnr«rt,tA advmrtisiiqt fino» the iattor being iNnponiiblnr^

^tdng apeoe in the national and provinol^ preaa eiil odvlding the

aeleotlon of neespapere In uhioh apsoo taken* Theoo edeortiaeiatasAi

p

■V

■■

■w V

vV/

on the National Raohaquar and wore therefore sOb^eot tO tbrooywty

approval. They involved oonaidaroble subs* m the year IP^ the folloslhg Ml

ware expended upon four t9&ss of rsoruitingt*

Airorso

Oround Trades

Skilled TTadoimisa

.W#A«A*F»

V  :

i
a diraot

£^,M*23*3d*
dX7«3>6 « 7*«U
£$200060 l«'dd«

t

● ●●/ ● ●●

●V* ●●●

●●● *●«

I

.

i

)

The printing and diateilntioB of poatexe ena arffoagfiA Itt OMitNiOtiiHi.

with RU 23a4eaty*s Statlonaxy Offleo HttuM the Air Miidatxy otatioiioxy bMnihy\

knoen as S«d(b}* An arrangoaent, uhloh suhsoquontly inpgmdj odetad beteeon

brandi aid ttfltain^a fflaln xailoey ow^oniea, under ^ch the latter provided for

the use of aoo® 7#000 poatop sites on railsax^ atatiCBis in Great Sritoiiiii

Ibo most pepidar poster of «ia aeries m an appeal'to enlist in the

●●●
.

I

\
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'>7«;uA«p» <flktitldd "3erv# in tibe w«iUA*F« idth. the Ylbo Fiy*p of

ITOfOOO ooples were issued in vsricnis sisoa and an AdA<4;4#«npil 5^000 T|||-n^pQ^

posters for the laxseat sites« Another series calling for ointem voduBtears

to AO^OOO dot:fcle«deBqr pesters and 5t000 l£«0l»8t posters**  ●

On oooaslona but hgr no osans iiinaiflbajri eriilbl.Ueip sm mqmd la

oonjunotitti with the Uinistqr.ef Znfonaatlom or in oollahoratlon wltli newg^^

groups and well-tnrwn busineas hooBos* Qujy wars staged In gallerieo^

and even blitsed sites adjoining nain thoraaihferosf SEwm&/«lfalbltlo» oftai

tourad ths oain toons of ths IMted KingdOB* As assy as toi «odiihltlOnB«

in evesy detailf have toured the pmvimes at the sm tlios* ^Odspaogfs ssso

up either of physioal oBfalbitaf such es aiioraft £0tf sqciiipsent««nd-itQge^^

photograpbio enlarBaoiants^ or were oooposed oaoluslvc^ly of photegraphiO

emargaasnts* One exhibition night conoem itself egtihmLy^ with Air 2iisdi||^

»w>ther would inolndo ether Qeosnaettt depertaenta# IMrds the «dL of< W ihf|.

when the greater pert of Wtem Bnrepo had been libesw|od|r

fi«A«F« ffiddbitions In hrsaaels and Baris and In this eeunhye

“The Oaasm Bos Vinss”^ and *!T*a«a*?9 Ia ths ITa^o' ** ̂  ,%i^' ■'

f!
■i

>' ■■ ■ ■ .

J -;

31
display* Qts eadiibitioBB oftsnattrastehenstt^ OfOidae^Sdl^^

Instanoog tho laober of vAsltow Memtod to dOtiOOO  a dcgr« mtmk ^ '

in whioh P«R*8« ooUaberated Inotaded ^GMloaSr' (seitth Aftitm)#

Target’' and *IUA»7« in AoUen" (tr*s*A« aid South AttsriOs)#

One (tf the oeet Inportont sldiainM Of p;b«8« eas the Alf

Inronaation Sureeu at Adastrol Bousoi. Rligsweyi) and its asdiUfOjr bco^ eb\

Oomoarkstf Belfast* Both tf these bueeans were ty PcB*d« and

111
I

'

4

hundreda of thousands of pddlo enSqulrlei on B«A*F*t W«^A«F*^ A*f*0^

clvU Aviation, and other aattem were reoa$ved and dealt witli dnsii« thd

The oenraaponding sections of thaeo bureaux often proved tte fli»t oontoni of

tho prospeotlve vobmteer with the Bervioe* At one period In ths ear thar^
a lanbsr of brans^ infonaattoa Bureaux, orgaideed on a  basics but ttpipr

f:'

V

■v

wore closed dovtt as the seed far then ceased to exist#
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^ (h) PgEji - pibnaiiBs

\

One of the laost iiqsortant functions of the Directorate ms the

enabling of Press representatives to obtain infoxoation for theoselves, and

this was done through the facilities branch . P.R.9. P.R.9 was foamed as a

separate branch from ihe news and enquiry branch at the 6nd of 1939« Ihia

foreseen that oonsideanible detailed work would
separation was made ss it was

be Inrolvea In orransing for the prese, eto. to be piesent at airfields at

the ttao of departure on operations. The lnterB5)tion of noraial transpert

stfTioes during wr»tlao oauaed tbe speolal provision of Servloo tran^wrt aiO.

sbioh had to bo coped slth in very United tin.

of publieltar wMoh sas usually aure produetiTe

added

facility visit waa a

official buUetin or hand-out. Ihen an oiganlaation - «wh as a

for ff̂ ^T*** - expended time aM money on; sending cut a

could be reasonably supposed that it would nalce every effoort

than an

newspaper c^fioe^

ropresentqttve it

to publish the material obtained^ Bids was the case.

During the period of hostllitieo PJl.9 arxenged mare than 8,000

Tlsitooni '
visits, involvlag the issue of about 21,500 individual passes,

air oen»q?ondent8, xoperters, feature writers, reptusentativos #

film and broadcasting comtanies, photographers and artists,.

PaniUty visits fell mainly into two categories - thosa li^ttaM

by Air Hia&txy^ to wlilch organlsatioaB lllcoly to bs interested were

axd those arranged at the instigation of an outside In ̂

●j.

■N'’’

. . ’i

the invltatiotta sent out enbreoed as wide a field as possible,

«»Ti as Brltiah. Ih the second aiBpll<jai|l,«jBj|.
t  ■

American and Sepire interests as

■.■"Ii'M
.

3

for visits were dealt with on their merits, with careful regard to sooucity^
J

An erolusive facility waa iaroriably arranged nhn  a newspaper mads tto M

auggestion.

3he eUbJeots for wWch vislta wore arranged varl^ oeneiderably^

but the following is a list of Ihe chief onest*

a) Talhs witii personnel before and after operationsi
b) Deaoriptiona of. airfield lifei
o' Partlolpatloii in operational flights! ^
|d) Viewiog and photogprephing the tvpos of aftreraft^ Md equipmm

hllherto on Ihe ssorat Hat!
e) Itodads of training persemnell
'f Inspeotions by Royal Fasilyt
|g) Arrivals and depemtures by odr of ijiportant perstmageso

.i

Bhe aecurlty aspeot of facility visits had to be doaoly'watdied.

Whereas official bulletins could be carefully checked before being issued, it

/was
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iB not 80 easy to superrise material vrrltten by Joumaliata indepoxdently.

Censorship in Britain was Toluntaxy. £dr UinLstry, however, was in a position

to impose censorship on all material written as a result of a faoility visit*

This was a condition of the facility, and was pin-iri in the wording of

the pannit issued*

Such penaits were issued by the Ureetorata, under powers

by the Kovost Marshal, to every individual entering an Air Foree station

establishment for publicity purposes* In the interests of aeourlty^ pasoite

were issued cuily to persons who had been previoualy dtsoked and apfroved ligr

the security authorities* If an organisation sought to send pn a facility

visit a representative who was not already on the Air Hinistry^a aipproveA

list it was neoessaiy to obtain various partieulaars ● such as the

place of birth, ete* ● and these were sihmitted to the aeourity.snthoritifla for

approval*

i

\
Besides checking the credentials of visitors, the brandh had els# th

ensure that visits mrp not axrangod to ̂ seore^ stntloiis'or tiiat alrani^ lul

eqidpB»nt on the saorot list were photogriqiiod or dsoorihadfV eiso

taken that repr^entatlvea should reoeiw waxsiiiv Of items shoot wkldt

pdblioitgr was undeolrsble* Whoro posaihlo, sihleotB tihloh oould art bo

pdbUotsed wwo listed on a ros'til

point which had to bo safesguar&e# _ ^

■■ ■ ■ I

'4^
\

was that ZTsss reprssentatives, inf

should not expend tiieir time writing on thonos which had no ofaaan of postblhig -/I
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Arrmxgemsttte for visits to olrfielfis were oedo Ihroua^ fho

Public Sslatloas Offloor of thn Command ocneeacnod* Sid»Jeot to flOnmand

eoncnrrenee, iho S*P*2U0* would consult the P«B*0* of the (heovgp to bo vlalM

■vho would, if possible, arrange local trwwpoatatlQn* P*ZU9 attended to

tranaportatien of organised parties from London or other oentrss, and also

assisted the P.H*0. if necessary.

At all times, contact had to be maintained with the H. of I** to

ensure that no facilities ware afforded wfaUh ecnflioted with natlradL poilc^i^

and with M.A.P. bM other Service departmaita to avoid cvsrleQ?ping in dactes of

visits wherever possible* Olose liaison was also maintained with tte M* Of X*-

the questi<si of providing facilities to enable foreign press visitors and;
other delegates to describe th© H,A*P,«a work as  a feattare of their itinararyo

'i

i

on

3
i
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1  British ectaiBil slallarly ras kept in dleee touoh regaidiag delesatss

siting this country under its auspices.

In overseas tiieatres of war, facilities were mainly confined to the

accredited war correspondents. There were also two special tours of Middle

East and North Africa, whioh were successful, and. special flints otbp

the Huhr and bomb damaged areas arranged for editors and reporters, British

and American. Arrangements for licensing correspondents were negotiated by

P.R.9. in oonJunotLisi with other departafflitB. Air Ministry and «ie War omce

used the seme fonn of licence, which could be issued by either body; where

necessary the issuing depazrtment obtained oountei>signature ftaa the sisttt*

department so that the licensed correspondent could cover both Air Mlnistiy and

War Office subjects. This type of licence was used both on the Buropean front

and in the Meditttvanean zone.

JiL the Southi>east Asia theatre of war a different type of lioanoe

was adapted. Bila was a "oombined "licence which the heldar to oovor epgr

aspect of war activities ● Naval, MUitazy or Air. This licence was Isaaod by
D.F.E

Air Hiniatxy, acting as agent for the iiisee Services. 6} War eoRonpondea-

ware sent to South Seat Asia Oomnand, 45 on full Booroditation and 18 en a

temporary visit basis. ^iUty visits fer war oerrespa>ds>>tB ̂  overseas

cooBttnda ?ere arranged wiili:^ the Ooamaada by the appropriate S.P.fi.0.

Another important funotlon of the brsnoh anst not be overSeolaad beeau^ i
X

it provided invaluable guidance to Ibe

between JOeet Strwt, the provincial and _ ,

Mlnlslry. J^Mcre than a faundred^took place. PinaUy PJU9 handled the qnsst&Oft I

of eligibility of press representatives for war medals, dearii^ several oases an^

issuing rlbbou.

● »

press and strengthened the gosA

Itre^, and Alarovers

The arrangsaenta for press and kindred facilities during the war has

« atreased the adviaebillty * already touched npen - of giving Journalists, eto*

the opportuaity to acquire infemation at flrathaad and to be in a positioa ts

TO give out offioial newsgive eyewitness accounts as oftaa as possible,

bulletins does not give a newspaper or broadcasting organisation m opportunity

to put oi^t the story with its own partioultf axtgXe and to vary ftcom the stoarfea

carried by others. This can be achieved by having its own reporter (or

photographer} present at the operation or conference.

®ie war esq^eriance elso brings out the importeuice of being in a

position to move bodies of correspondents to aiy place at short notice wL'^ut



■'1

I

jeing dependent i^on piiblio transport* This was largely loet by the proTlsicn,

in the latter part of tiie war, of Utility vehicles available at any ticte for

the quick inovement of press representatives* It was difficult, however, to

move correspondents by air in this country and this diffioultjwas primarily
caused, at least at one stage, by the overwhelming reqiireosnt of aircraft

for purely Service purposes ●

The periodical confidential press talks givea in the Air Mlnistcy

proved invaluable* These took the fom of official coamentarios on the

work of the K*A*P. and gave the press an opportonily of asking surfi qpeetloiar

as they thought would interest their readtfs end to receive guidance as to the

real position* These talks ^ould certainly be ocatiimed in the event of a

future emergency*

F.B.}.

/
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®IR JO i«P^fHq4» 4®qWP o»ffl ●o»«4 Vwp»oop P«i® oqojj® ti® botoo

ou J% oaom. ^tfr$%jae. fW; SW"W'^**W**** ^

W ®I®qpt ® «® q®T4^W JO «ono®TO«9;xo qwtoTJJ® ®i1« J© b®TII® ono

©^ ©Xten p©o9 « »4B® W «® »W JO W©d t®«OF?»tti®V*T ®*» *WJ ©eoBvc^q:

JB sm ©opuiOB m JO ●V*m^OTV»9 «q^ Jo om ●fiaaaaoqjjai« ●d'VT*A ®qq jo

●%0^qj0 fBB twx^pBaq«TW|BV® o'l^ 9«Pqo twT^QMOjprf e^BtibopB voajS oq ptocqs ©nqi^d

oq^ 9B®94©<Nv s«© 4T ●A4«o«ff>o««00 ●noT4«ooAa»d qsoviSrCO oqi^ 4® aBT©T4TJO

oq, qoopqpo JQ® ^qguogyi ©44 qonnXi©A ©joa bboxaxbs B,TOWpa ©q4 ®OT4

4«qq 4V .ot^hbs®© ®®* .^A*VVB ©44 4©J b«TA4©8 S^onV^^ OApijoojjo w® q®q4

»ooj«® Al®4oq»941 - *l<W4noo Bjq a©l«n A40MTP pawoj ©q pincqs qouias ●s*d

●d*VVM mo9ds ® 4®q4 SOOT4®IOH «Ttq®J J© aoqoojnKT ®q4 ©4 onoTAq© ©moooq p©q

4X Xgn Xq qnq STq4 ®T ®n©P ®®® ^[joa injosn *jB©iC © Xcrm ao£*

●ATOTtqpd *,a*VV*A JOJ 8njMU«id ©qq J© qonB p84H8iBietdBq;

*4©©j uf *fO© 84BBiBdox©Aop 0JR4»j po® B4iz0iB©jpniboa 8aT4.pxxo©a Jb psoaojar

npq qdaq ©qs "aiJOa erq jo B4oeds® ●i*v*V*A W ●H’d’Q ©rfAp® 04 ©4«J040®ax<r

i*y*VM ®q4 op poqurodd® B«a aoojjjo to (rt6V Stxpmp ‘jeABacH ●snox^oioa ©Tiqnd jo

©4®2©408J'{(I XaqcvugH a^v *d*Y*V ®q4 A 4®o p©pu®o b®& Boyaos BiTOiqoa ©qq aoj

AT©Tiq?ad «6f6^ ©oqc «T ●d'VVA ©44 J© tWT4®oioj ©q4 jo ©4®p ©q4 woaj

●^^533g"oq5n^*^2®l4SHo3r ̂
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●iter oonaiiltatioiv ItltuBy through P*A«2»« the

press branchy with shorn they kept in close touxA over Press enquiries, ^

In many oases they kept P*B«4 iofomed but aade their out arrangeoiaits for radio

progranmes and fpr.V,A.A,F. personnd to take part in them. They used the

B«A.P. paohineiy for piooessing and issuing official photographs and left the

intri^^es of paid adsertising .to P»fi»6*y the recruiting publicity spedalistsy

on^ adsistog on . the suitability of pest ecsy show cards etc*

From the .date of. its inaoption, the^lisae of sork in the braaA
^  and in five nonths the output una doubled* Zn faoty the

axoelleot. results of appointing V«AiA«^p4£^'0ffilC8iii 'ies so^q^Cihl^hotiBsaldo

that on(y^tlu^ »‘>°th8 .after P*fi^10'.eaB» into being#‘^ 'AiiMleniber ^r

Personnel: .marked hnc pleased hO; sBs:\sith the iaproeuaient' WiTA.'ii*#. publiol^*

ftffiag the whole period 193^154^ *his -pubUoity fen roughly

,  . fonr phpmi-..
j  . tl}„Pm 1939 to 1940 while the 4to*ftee^m «t^

.  . . therawss great:pttbliainterest inithe^suiadnistration of'tl^'Seri^^

,  .and^hs oonditions tnidsr^whish'ithe<4Kr^n^li?ir^'^'''^^u^i itiid--frioi^ .

kaouil«tails..«fAi?niyKrit4ttesi''-4atoa'of ptyi'^

0iip]ogfiMat^...fo9d and.isoeipwodstimy^<a«uagoitoflts|i^^ohhldd  ̂●’hlothllp.it^j

.  ,.● Throughout..the iar|.' ths.isnaewaettahiit-of--'netntwily'-^t<fiti!al"hittltei^ ■,

is^niya.npll uiedfift the-iMBM<:●^ll»19^^ sad’ti^W^hoiJe'^'elio'd looilvj

,.jd^ of.pnbUOiO.?ltioi!ni*;aot.-'-qniyv-of-ti»-'ll»4i^g of l||^|i
,;iaor8^,.of. the-^iW^ girOn«^.

.  .^le^ jOoamittjse.. (the wapTdum Oosiaitte8);-«aa' 'ihhHtited-'1jh'‘-liiteiiti|j(^

-  .the ^legatio^. Theoe were prBnrod^^ be gros^^Ckiig^fated end thii

subaeqaeot publioation of tto Obi^ttee*%:r^ .Ifli the j^tSfiln had an

;  exoellait effeet. on. the prertige- of «ll''!titfee' wCneffi^a i^onrioen*

. . . . (2) Atj the. saa» tiao the scope of tte ff*Aii^ArfF*'^oiea- 'ekt«idlnjg' rapidly*

Airmnanniwere. beisig. empioyed in a wide wasinty' Of trades and in eter** /

inoreasing numbers. Here attehtimi^ was* therefere# direeted to

■ , publioining. the work aspeot* fbo first>'t»A«A«P» BhUoeh'orews were

taking orOr sites: in,saigas parts of^the^ bo«oitty.t while the firrt

meehanies and ineabers of . other teehnioal trudos we»re being trained*

(3) From 1943 onuardSy expansion, had more or loss oeased and the 9.A«A.Po was

firoly established.. Both officers and airwmoany howewery were taking on

duties of inoreasing re^sonsibillty and the trend was to give greater

/oubliolty
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9o!fatttieg ^ oeooons J^jrsfXpSoa pocn esaaco jo *sgtea ca«T9«eTueRzo

®tTJ Strf^B«af»ecwq «e©ojuj eq^ m qcns trjpgtn town ©qa

^WTV*®W» J® T®op ^ leoioaaa*

●tqpAJDiS It® ©oeiiBe nroexoa ^ et^tu pne potnam oi^ *eiaaq

4fltn\9f XFVjmn ^ iO^apnift v fOUIOTV

^MiADMnQq^ vp tnjBfreocfiB /teraaaqs* BOfeq wy^Tppo or *BttorF^T<lW*»

iitt %B9^9«BTiieSae pMB98ex cbt© oqp bj8ot,»o uoi|iip({fip»

A ^osraPBROo eiapM ci|9 jo 66043 oq^ Jq; turn mv^fg^av

●omu Sarom fiase wkb» ©i^ jo oo^pcuioe ®iw iDmwoTVw ®*»

iVfBtaM ©iq® ©q ©tted <a{^ 00 anopnii dcqo ox Art^Tp

vwiq* 9m «6Tt ©m ^5®W JO toSpDq |«r eeuH0|jr>n ^ofiareqp Vf ojoa

●npMjD *^*Y*V*£ poo V*V*V*fi m 09 P090A6P 06ft emuMBO po^iAriv

iBg|»imipp» ««» JO q»^o J» oowooe « w» oqi^

qnpypg. jD «qiBMaoAnw «qq jo mot MBopaw iUo4 ©m

JWlaiBB «f ooparawBOO waoyt « ●oop^TOW jo cop»oB»oo 0119 J©9JV (1r)

●tooac^ pOKZY 009 or 8tt|Ai|d

©m© mion 906d ©iqpeiiodeaa «19 Sufnoqa op qsopMdai iPnoqTA ©so©

foo ofOMAtf© pO(0 v©©too©2 a»9eA a6|«H oq9 op poibtte eeoq9 Jo poo

PWnaufa ©iBtyipoiqi oqp d|oq 0% jxfnvdnooo tzccuco eq^ Sopjnp ectnu^

©9»p pomooired oq© loeDOoaod V*q*Y*fi jo «e6oq9 eo qons eopa^

*i»f«wtiip CR^ J89J6 omi^ op foot 09 orao© qep9Ti8 9&>PJ ©x©©

<Ari2 *^s(hI ^i©9Jo oOnp Z pocq«qoQdq ..^nosaqi eq9 ooaj qqSpu oxnp&i.

Jp»q9 no 6opt40pJto ©c«eTOP» Jp© V*W*& oq9 ooe 09 ijpopA eoaw oq9

0©^ azQA 69t»s©x xojoeeoais 900s ipm posn em tSa^paei

Jjpx«8uc$r 019 ●xoj enop9oj©<3oj(i op axm^ *^[*v*Y*j& eq9 jo .£2090 oqa

*’^9Bp ©xqTOOO^EBoa J® 9000®®® 9^cq6 6 StTFERXCop *eg60t©3 t©i«Bo9 9

oq9 C9 <bi<i«cxxoj © so pawep lai© poaussoo ●0*fi*a*C «q9 *®WJ

q®oo*q *H*d ●»g*V*r*4i sq9 iSq psope^qc eooi «6j69J©ri>p08ii (Snojo ®oaj

OOOP9SA296IIX qoP899e oATooas 09 ttop9t>98 v*V*E eq9 9® x®oooBJ©d 9«zpj

oqp oaea oq© v*VV£ «q9 jd XZ09S oq9 *9jea©ap6 iootboo

^(opEOQ ^ qune ©oa |69'pdjxa4 ^pVB8X99®q treoao*) eq9 aoq© ●©aoB9eap j<VJ

●pe/Vtd

*£*Y^y oq9 9‘T®<^ 0^9 JO BXpTD9©p utsop SttpfBBJ9 *XToa9 »q9 o®

o**0*H*d V*Y*v*fi «q9 ●pomwxpa eoa 60p9p©p906 V*V*H J® iS!M>9®

tpq 0 o©««nsi|a ●Bootpeoado 09 ocraqo jx«i|9 09 iB9pmqP^

I-C-Jl n:.:
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points are also m>rth noting

(1) Loeal 3torleB«

At first ofbjeotittis sere rsisei to the "«»*» of personal atm^

addresses in nsm stories; As the WarW on, the greatljr deoreased

aiae of nesspapors and the inoreasing spaoe tq> day to dssT

reports of the Allied ooMeases Bade it inoreaaiDgljr diffiealt to get

pvAOioity in the Press, partioularly in the UStional newspapers.

Finally dn 1943« there saa a general relaxation of poliegr, and subjeot

to seoarlfy oontroi BBsea and addresses of any offlowr airwoffian who

provided a good story, ooold he used. As a resvdt of this and of

additiODS to the W.A.A.F. P.R. staff, sore attrafclon was devoted to

. loeal stories, vAiioh were gladly used ty Ipoal and provinoial papers

who oonld devote far nore spase to soeh sidijoots than the Hational

press,

p^rtwnately on aasy oooMsions, a llrst-^Olass story oould net ho

issued as it related the exploits of one or npre individasls idiMe

wore B^ppressod ly tho seourUy advisors* Xhe usual rsaaea glv«» fhr

sash aotioa was that iiio i^aa liigft diroib ̂ ntast with tho

parsons in questtei who, not imtag bow wwah th^ ooiOd say, would

possibly "give awsy* offioial seoreta. She eoi^exHa^pMOt that

dlffloiiltios of this hind oould he avoided by forewanaing the *heroine

of the piewe* disappointlnajy fall on deaf sars^ with the result that

many golden opportunities were Biased.

(2)sssmus^
ifbaomr poaslhle, faoiUty visits were amnged’ for the Preaa as thoy

generally produoed better results than the issue of effieial stories

and photogrepha.

O) Paatory„V^a.

Vlaits 1y W.A.A.F. personnel to faatorlea Awgag*^ on the prodnotion

of war oaterlal used by the B.A.P, and return v^ita by tb^ faatory

workars to Servioe units were organised, to stisulate enthttaiaan and

prodootlon.

(4) Beorultlng Fuuetinna,

During reorulting eampaigna, anioh benefit was derived from organising

fboMtiona soob as lum^ea and danoea at whloh well<4atown personalities

ware enlisted to apeak. One of the big ]kiiaaon,8torss (Siiyswis of

I*
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PiOMdiUy) mu9 pc^ioalarly h^pful in organising and meeting the ooa^~^,

reoruiting lundi parties.

Idreotor. W.A.A.P.

fhe «raHabnit7 of tiie Slieetor»'w.A.A.F. for intexviev and oonfemise«

and pid)lioi1gr oonoeming her artivities mere s]^reoiated Igr the Press* and

senred a Tezy useful purpose* in transnitting policy deeisioas and the

reasonn for *>»«*»* as nell as indioating the ears and interest takoi in the

wnmmiwk^ Unfortunately* ho^ the original Sireotor and her suaoeaaor eerp

net the test ptiblleity ●suhjecda* as they ears arerse to being in the

'X

r

●»
t--
3 t'.'j1

■i

( . s
liaali^ Bore than uas ter^ neoeasazy*

r.c"; r
t

giftliBity tears Oreraaas;

'a fes nniters of the W.A.A.P.* tho had had outstandiag eareers* eisited the

after the oar, for the purpeaa of poiblioiigr tours. The j^otographlo

Intezpretation offlser iriio first diaeorered traees of the flyteg teiAa at

i

.. .. , , . . . . . .. ...
fewaiside and a W.A.A.7. «offlsar idM> pazaefanted into Pvante to sozh with

It

hL ●hr ■

^ fieaistanoe aoreBeot sere paziiealarly tell rsea&red.
^;t4v 1.A

●luigl. ialntiiii.1 ^ tutA tat >.A.A.7»Wne liaison
. xs. .  .. I

P«B. hraatees so as to ensure unlfhzaify of aotion in natters ehioh nighti
i

— 4V ; ● ■ ,u

OffeOt all three VaBtai«a Sorrioea. This eas espeolally useful ihsn deaUng%

Uilth ssksard Pzess wqulrioa.

t r r
Vi

2h spite of repeated efforta*- no full-length filn*^Ahar featir* ^

ieoaaeatazy* ■ade of tee W.A.A.P.* suah to tee diaappointnest of tee

Servioe. Brezy tine applintim for suoh a fila'-iiaa'i^ to the

unit or to the Blnistzy jof Jataamtixm^ there uas  ^ aasa rqply* that the

norale* prestige* end reoruitnent of the Serriee uas snffloiaKtly satiafaotozg

to pleoe tee W.A.A.P. low on the pziozlly list. As a result* this tetitlsn

r

4

eaa nerer .aobiered.

At first* the staff of P.fi.10 oonaiated of tuo offieers and a olazk* uite

a third offioer rmnalning in the W.A.A.P. BireotoraAe to keep her puiblio rolatiimi

colleagues informed of ohaioging derelopnents end aotivitiea. The senior offloor

in P.R.10 who uaa given the rank of Sqaadrte Offioer* had alr^dy te«a aezving

for some BZ>nths as the P.H. liaison in the W.A.A.F. Sireotorate* hut had not

pretioosly had any eonperlenae of the prsas. Her assistant effioor had sorted
It ' ' . - ’ . .

Iv OS a frsslanoa Jouznaliat hafore tea uars^'

At

I

\
f;"*i'ri IJrhv

M.f.Uf. 1.^.
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« 't|^ *iwpj©^;a? «tttt W tiT m ● ●

fiw Xl<Ma tfjfffinr^t) oa«»M3® V[*v*v*iat Sa^An^w ijo *T*14

/

ig>*—ttMMB flq^ gCT^e..ea wpio vft nogrgri ^^pgqgBPo o»

10 X^if^fifiedOtfi; oq» /topan SBSosq mf *» «HI» »WJ o»W9«a4W

\.#C| Wf VOA i»Mr|«n-'^^<l «qt'0»n«V n*PW»r W -0*^^ 0»sb.w ^T- ;
W JTV 4« .

^' T tntrmlgiTiii^ 4f«0|«aao,^oj xaasosMd oiwn!Fra
Ir’'*’■ '■ ' ' ■ * _ “ _

●oajUt *o|fiaqp«K>0't«i^'8ttxi»Tf|of *iep048 vun S&x^toa Sanwads

«orm w-f*Bw« pnto«»« i«*» 'waw, .

1

f ■

'w jw=no«ip<ioi'»^WB«:'8B»«s« *-®fBi<n»« flaps'

^^L^.3■

■ ●■;*«■■

0%tf’Vf-l9«P9BP'' t

\ ?V;r.

iPinpwi JO «xAieo o pro vonno ftwooo# aoj

fHO J«q»^ ,*p»pOO^
●j^,

iiipi!l^ oimoriASaaafi oq% ^ey»p»yi»00 fttpfOMgff ,.^o^ cit-

i:ip. ●^.'^*A,

^ «it«iOuaaj V uo^Tn^ 0«V6

bw «.: ●■●xW IW“« w ●« UBii^- ;

jUR|^ pno MBifqnqitoBsadflB woad .l^oip^w eq ptnoa uo^s

I

:'Vjs ,-?^3>l'.'»:r.;/:rj?t:

<
TBopoxtf oqi|- «]i^;p80a9B wba; vpq£- ●eyut/uet xT^tb /*4*V.*Y^& JO . . .

^MAoxta oi|q'40J to"!iO90P SBo ^:pxoqfB9 JMTJJO oq^ oq uo(i|XPPB YgC

●e^oxo^OMxn oqq JO BsqoaMq uy t^rnnoodB

●qq At vtfix9 oto«9BX8so pna oompffnS «x<IB0T*^ 'qqnop oa *80& exq^ joj

●OOBOM OfOi 9il% JO «O0 ●XOJBBOOOR8 Sm ATOTI^O^ ●iT'Vfi -fiw O^ 4PBJ IT

**T«iq JO OHVpte «I ■SHOO, oq^ aoj enoxqooxjn^ qBXTBTOO^fe tjxreos paq osqq jo. . .

ocnoraote ox^BTTvunop q^xm oaooxjjo *d*VViL Jo oSa^aoqi B^% o^ Sttpu> pna

*oofAJos «qq irp /pvojxo eaooxjjo bojj pe^ooioo xtb /©q> /Onod *A*Y*Y*A ● ●

TMBO0® qxim onrepxooaa jxx *qoiiwq *h*i *a*Y“V*A  ^aaq^w* ®®W «*»

poAaos ueotjjo oj Aoq®t>ipDaiddo *8oix8<^rpco eqx jo ●oaeif jnoj oqj). 9ap«ni(i

- - ●sxqB'Oto^J oAXBUo^e

q^oq BOB ^aq^ ^.a ®q^ op ;88je9.Tip ^.aq^ ^OBJ «q^ O!^ poB

BBAxoaaaq^ sjooxjjo «qq jo AxXTq® eq» o» ©jiibbb® ^B«a2 irp snp *oaa¥iaApaBTP a

●q oq MMd ^ pTp oouoxaedso jo qosx-OAX^axaftBoe Bxq^ Vt «Y
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A^rUi 19^ .tb»'Uo« f^r n»<Pi:i«t HiiiisNtr .M.#o«Mfd

fislatlona brasobaft in (SovonsBAot dspartasiits nero to bo 4rastiat4]jr rodi^id aai

in the Air Uixiistiy, P.fi.10 was oneof the two that took the brunt, Strons

arguments, put forward tor D.W.A.A.F. and the senior W.A.A.P, P*fi«0, were of no

avail. Only two W.A.A.P, offioers and one olerk wars to remalxu Host of the

maohinoiy and detailed organisation, of W,A*A,P, publioitj* thong^ iaitiatod and

guided V the V.A.A,?, P.B, branoh was to bo shouldered by tbe other puP.a. teaa^

The raoonAtituted branoh naa inootporated '’Ith that of tba OlanlMnl Strnm Editor^

idii^ooHndinated the; work ofoallJnniMiieai^iniiaC7tha><tit||a>(tf am^'bWA,A,7,«

although work^ in a. separate oSMioea . u t. r

Sdfo largely to; the:fa«t tbat> V thin reoro^tli^^ji^^^ .
I

and the first flush of. pnihlio. Iwfeereat dn the>lsnion«o ha^.a^^ in

-  iatenait3r,:thL8 Bohens wrted sat^aotor^». although |mr again pesaibln

' ^to^pbodnse tbe .voIvbo. of raatorial, ; Aa had
%  \

PSOb -were too pr»^ceoapied ^ devote ««p|»jatt^xbi^ |to^

^^»4nBl«wtal3y. tdtii thin mduotiaa in dMft

'- ctf-i7rAi,A*P, ttb^go' ardrseaa.'waa.^stwA -to tbajadiin ^aot tiiot'

I

a looal remniitiag osa^algn was in progreea, p

^pflo^*orbe;o^. ta-fl^q»

8ttbddt3Eisnt^»-''!ai«ieBgdn^^ Hoar
Bi'Qry--^i!.;ft;rxidealP,.a.-^einft]itfa^^

/  ~ \

^ m 19Wi> dt 49 s^lar arvengsannta^wecoyiadfteJhi^

rr.' the BrittihcAlir.pdMia

'> ' iPdughly>acthdaBind^i,A^A«Pf-..'p«f«»nne^

ib-^othanovera^ ..OweBaalailiftoilg

^^’«Mli.;pro^rt^y';there;Wer».no

f

I

/'●.VI I'llii V.'.’ O'

Tf
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W0i$
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v'

!i£:: -thie wee aohievwd«u.-.

\. \
W,A,AiPi pubUoltiVi -

. ‘ ItaA''last-point'eonOerning'«staff.pco>lenntu-

a post fOr:a w,A^A«P,! photographer who;,iioBld<opg(|<niti!?ata ^*|

1)'. :o!i«,jX

‘  thbdlJWMitW of Pwa.lO:aad p5fl.3Mhs photogw^rta

.i ■'●■ :,'■

fU;

- .

\
●● ‘^-ansdi^aiftdl'but sudh^a'srtieao-wOOlA/haweo'rofaltadf-.lni tis^:^^^^??®^^.^?..**^.**^^"'^

■(

'phdtogripha»-^TIi»tV«-A;A«P4:'^ogtaph9rdMM^'4|ff«SAg:m^^ ^(  ●
P,R«3 ooOld baVo be«k under tho oonatant f^pervdaion apd.g^ldanoe of the s«a|oir ●/

W«A,A,p; PSOc^ wobldgalwepk have bean'xeadiay anaUaH% P«fi*3

although extremely willing, were not alwayt^in a positi^ to he^ ' ^

Knokily# the release of perswsnel after the oeaaation of hoatilitiea did. not

give rise to any probleoa, as the deoreaae in the voltne of work kept pane with

.'I

I' /jt*
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The Branch of Central News fidltor came into operation on Septeodaer 7th 1$42.

According to a statement three days previously by the then Director, the post of

created “with a view, under jqy general direction, to improve co-ordination

and other services for publication in the Press, by broadcasts and

through the medium of the film." The Director also gave instructions that the C.H.B*

work immediately under D.D.P.R.(P) and on his behalf.

The functions of C.N.ii:. were performed in part elsewhere before the

formation of this branch but as C.N.E. acted as a general co-ordinating branch a

great deal of the work which they were called upon to do in war did not eadst in

C.n.E. was

of our news

would

peace.

The duties of the branch may be summarised as planning and oo-OTdinaLtiott of

material, articles, photograj^, newsreels and broadcasts!

stories and articles, with particular regard to Air Ministry p.'*.

issue of R.A.P. news

editing of R.A.F. news

poU<?y; and special liaison with Command

It was down on the fomatitm of the branch that all branches of tho

Directorate would advise C.H.E. of the receipt of any news stories, artiolca, photo-

neoessary to enable him to oo-ordinate the neimgratis, broadcasts eto

and that all press material, such as features, etc., would be passed throoc^

as was● *
- M ’

●  ■ >;to D.DJP.R.(P) for approval before being forwardod for pubUoation#

occasion required, to higher authority*

authorised to give approval on beha^ of Wl«

would refer articles etc., as

C*H«S« was

I

to oonsolt D.D.F.S.(P) before giving ttot ejiprova). enV if 0»fi4U oonaltet# j

V'-l
■»' „

course to be neoessaxy.

The establishaait of the C.H.B. taranoh, maintalnliig a 2-hour

ooaBlstM of a Wlag Cosiaaadsr and three Stpiadroa Leaders. file Wing OoTmwittdOg
■  (

fix* three
duty the day and as late as might be necesaary at al^t.

Squadron Leaders shared duty watches throu^umt the 24 hours, the officer on

on

all-night duty sleeping in Ojr.B*a office to deal with Incoming news material,
A civilian woman clerksignals, telephone flnqjalries or any emergenoy duly,

was <ai duty daring the day.

The treatment of Air Ifiniatxy Mews Servloe atoriea desorlbing

operati<ms or other B.A.F. aotivitiee was a major aasponsibility  of C.N.E.

These stories were noxnally reoeived from the oommands in P.S.2

- in the ease of overseas commands - by signals or air mail.

either♦ 9

by telephone or

/When
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tihfla ibay bed teen sid>-edited in P.B.2. th^jr me panaed to (U7»B. tm

^tegr next isent to P.R, endapprwpJ. on behalf of B*D.P«S»(P)*

for acaalnatioa m security and for advice, if needed, on Air Staff poliflj

The stories Ttere returned through C.H.5» fbrand gei'*eral suitability,

to the Ministry of Information by P.R*2,issue

\
i

If P.R. and A,1.6. raised a quostlxm of suitability or policy

uld not be settled in consultation i?ith C,K.S.» the joatter lolght teehloh

referred to D.P.R., and should ady difference of opinion arise betvMn

cc

and A«I*^r and D.P.R. on a matter of security it vas refo-red for dntfiflto

to a*o»a»s,(g).

In its oepaoity as a co-ordination branch, C,H,2* orgai^sed A

ooiuprahoosiva branch filing ̂ atea tor Inooalne and oatgoing he^

photogi«i*s, features, letters, i^pors, fUes and other doott&ants -

togethoi* i-caohed a total of about 1,000 items per month.

Stories reeolved tmm Coamaads describing operationa tdilrih
● V

i"'-;
1.1

i

just ta&sn plane wore aaaisted in their passage thrte^ tte

braneheo coneerafid to the Ministry of infonaetion by O.H.B, Mh

If stories were not for imoadiate xeilenn^jfoaaS&J^ delay*

*; -

c

P'

aopompaniad by jtotographs, films end hroadoaet reoordlage or Mil
■«

ji ■4
Xf-

O.K.S‘a responsibility to coUaborate with the other puhlid

d^artmonts involved to ensure that, all these particular raliMala^.>|N|^

If, from infortaatiDn'hvallBilo te

was
/■

oo-ordinated*

t

■

that a oorteln aspect of R.A.P. activitlea Should bo «» ^

i'-' ■■'

0jr.S. would xoipiest that story fraa, the OOBiwadV for the Press,

suggest to the appropriate publio BolationB hranchea at theor N'

that material should be prepared. ;

A roproBentatlve of the O.H.B. branch attonted the daily

Operaticns Gonfarence at the Air Ministry and was often in teuidi

Air .Staff and other Air Ministry directorates. 0Jf*S« or 'Qie iAi|

frequently called Into conference with A.Q.A.8.(d)0

D.]}.F«B*Cp)» D.D.P.E.(0) and others. He yfa also In ocmtant with thi

LcBidoa Headquarters of the l>iibUo Relations Directorates of the PoalibHni-V'=

and Alliflc and was largely responsiblo for laying appropriate atreaa

the part tatam by Dominion or Allied units In any B.A.P. operatiofi

described in an Air Ministry Bulletin.

y:

i
. '1

I
officer was .  ' ^

A'

/Pnr

i
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Special plenawork of the C5*N.S* branch «pan4ad before "D* Day*The

sede for releaaea of news «hen these operations opened and

Qiransssnnta had to be disouseed with P«R« offieers of

After **D* Doy» vlth the Dounting R*^F«

had to be

eO’>ordinatlo&

aid the ii#K. P.

tta anw, th« ftar of n«» i»a*«rial OaonaXo '

piohliBs arodo for tite ininoreased^ and nmr

(■■

idth other

aeottons <rf tha areotorate.
The attaoks of flying boodia on Southern England also oauaed oaob extra oozk^

thou^ for aasc nanthe little nem about the EoAoF’au ootmter-reaeunw oould|^ p

released for seouriV rsasons*

Althou^ it TOO not nomnlly tho function <rf the brondk IteoXf to pxt^toi;

stories or arUelea/ O.K.E. was Instruotod to ooUeot the nooessaigr

and then draft tho first official Gpvexnaent statoaent on the flyingidiM^

for svtaisalon to the Seoretaxy of State for Mr* This oil

i

mV i.i
■1

u.

;':w
y

-i

.

«in part by the Sooretary of State and by D*F*B«* was ieeuedl ikd «i i

annouBoeUont on duae 19th* 19bb*

The Direo^to paid particular attention t® the odNEdii^

*-x
'■i. O''v

1

j,WAiiWMPI
> :.l

■M

looai'anMpdvere at hoee salfaibrG^ :/ Oerft^'
ware of little value- to tho Ratlottel mas ntxu ii

tivt
N*.

■1^'- ■'
f●veMns^nr woet^ pope^ - 0«N«BU

news value and miitehiliy' ®f *^00 atceiel jb#
of Xnfoxnatl^ t» olreulation la aroah for

i  ' ■ ■ * ● -V . , ● : ■ .

Beoanae of the inportoat ^mtloiial httiioa eAfah

Air Miaistxy* it .would have boon aaoy to Sit® Ht^

0«F,B»e' teift to' ^ '

I'i7i

■ r:

rt'iL
VT

1

operatibnal e Xt wee T

£“Si

r.'

i

’im'f

' ..A

stories* <roo ony R«A«P» souroe* wot^ of Aoeoo to tt # B(^*'eiiii^

of .tfee?.o0aniM^-hs-i|3S'if^
n

well be of speoial ^otereet to eooe
w f

*’U

aircrotm ajod other mestoro of the E,A*F.

An outstanding eacn^le of tho nows oor"drWnetion ww* df

the attaok V Mosquito squodsona of and TAF on tho pUftadll at

attenpt on Februaxy 18* I944.to assist noro then 100 PbetUfh'prieoit^

these patriots having been to death for helping the Allita* '

y. -'/K

,1'
c'

'

eooiaeity roseons the stefy'ef thia ope atioa eoUld not be pt^liehid UttVll-

several months after it hod t^en place* Xu the atsaatino* tho stexy of it
written and revised} broadoast tollcs with pilots who flow on tho attoek tore

/recorded}
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reoordedf^ photogra{i)i8 a&d fila taken during the operatim vere preparedi and qpeclM

st ea about Canadian, Australian and New Zealand airmen who were engaged in the

&. «ack were ocoopiled.

Before high authority gave permission for the story to be released it was

necessary, for a variety of reasons, for C.N.B. to consult with A*C.A,S.((r), with P.fi,

and A.1.6, with P,R,3(Photos.), P.R.i^, P.R.1, P.R.2, the Ministiy of Inforaation,

Headquarters 2nd T*A«F. and the Headquarters of the Group which carried out the attai^

Eventually, full agreement was reached on the date and tine for release of the story,

photographs, broadcasts and newsreels associated with the narrative and the story was

duly issued to the Hiniatry of Information for dissemlnaticai to the press.

C.N.VS.H.A.E.P ihidx was part of the S.H.A.B.P. (Air) organisation those

headquarters were then in Prance, worked closely with C.N.B., and was attadted to Air

It was staffed by a Squadron header and a Fli^t Lieutenant, ^lo to saaa

Sheir cleihs were osiihers of

● t

Ministry,

extent pooled their otn and O.N.B*a 2tK-*hour watoh duties.

C.N.V3.H.A.B.P. took up duties at the Air Jfinistry on 26th Ootcher 1944

and was otmoemed with the many aspects of Public Relatlcms affairs ot Shaaf (iSaln)

the N.A.A.P.

of 2nd T.A.P. in partioular.

O.N.V^.A.A.P., consisting of a Squadron Officer and Plight Officer, with
f;.

W.A.A.P. olorioal assistanoe, fomed part of O.N.B. and dealt with nows ^ pch3^<

relations matters affeoting the W.A.A.P. On polioy qoesblons O.N.^^*A.A*F..

close oontaot with V*.A.A.P.

C.N.B. E.O.A.P., ooBqrialng three officers and caao_ N.D. Corporal, in j

It dealt with IUQ.A,P. tt«i» dod

.  J ‘

C.N.B*a offices, end also kept a 24-hffiir watch,

tained lialsoa with Air Kinlstiy an R.O.A.P. P.R. matters.

With regard to lessens for the future as a result of war-ttee «*pariaWea,-, .l|t

was felt that there is clearly a need for some co-ordinating central body during

in any period whore one is handling a large amount of press etc, publicity, tat that dt

is wrong that a branch such as C.N.B. should be formed whita overlaps on the wtnk of

other branches. Greater effiolonoy oan be obtained by people going direct to the taeok

of Directorate of Publio Relaticms ooacezned rather than ooaing to a central os-oedinati

branch* What is undoubtedly wanted is a amAil information bureau or faoilitlcs unit

capable of dealing with enquiries or at any rate passing on "ttwse Bnqjairiea to Ihs

oorreet branch. O.N.B, which started as a purely co-ordinating branch gradually beoamc

a very large produotlon unit, and oarried out a great deal of work which should have

been done by the individual branohea oemoezned.

i.". -



yw ●

aMj!
'1

jsis‘ I :t

%
: c

y
EH 1^t/i

’●^Wis¬ps \ V,

4V^1. >
W-'

'  . f
f

tao IM vhm the fi*A«F» Delosatini airiv«a la !^aiiU«taii» JEUiUV*

FiftOLto flOtivltlAS in tho U*s.^ mn H» gaasponalMlUar of ll»

Attafliw*

iUA«g» PdjQggtlon anlTOd «ltti a PaMHo l^tlaio OCfloMP# tafe tto

mus not laaodlatoljr ooBa dlaer am offtotnUy BAlio aalattfloi

sciaeil]^ tho cos;p«iaXUlitgr «f tho Mr Attaoho ^  m ttaaad ol«k Mmbm «H0

ttwA of tho R^MP» Pgaogatidtt oa poMayw

la M;o»t 19^ an attoe^t obo nado to coHUBliaBto SowSoo BiOio

ootivltlcHi hf ftonaMaii of tto Joint MMiwa Caaattto^ toftBr

ohaiaaenahlF of fiwt Cenoral FJfawMnoaMfaaMht aa& aooonft Air VltollltoW

otm.

/

\?*F. fiaoNeoOo lOlitar*

csonalttoo gr*y**^M out noot of too FulAio BdLatiiMBO ^ttfAttoi ilf

toe torso Sorvlooa ia oloao

ia toe fln&L ciwajaio tholr voA to aoM OBctontp i^cO^ ̂  ̂

offtaui xeavenaibili^ stlU rsatod to too hanfti of tot Attoflhioi

ado dqtfltoatltti Of tfCart «bo tottlfltft at ^ tP

oonoaxBBA hi Jaamtf ISesOiaX aim Jim

. B.A«F« j>alegatton«. took all roasttistoilllQr to r B»A*F» Stolto

haato of toe Air Attatoe ani oetosA toe foiBatloa of aa 4to

Shto Otfieo.hai aa oatoMliriwant of ono Ups OBBBeflSor oaft too

iMiSQa tonotl«»tog M tout Otranto to toar 3M*'

too nonthfl j^raideoBlFa to Haroh 1944s Aurii® o ftoto Iff too ttoff

OoniaBler to jib4^. ip.<A4g«n oiBBoittoe OB0 tocflitoad Iff hlffi

whtoh left toe Air XafOEBatton QOloo oeoideteaff w^onototo tor lUAJP# MbiUo

:< ■ ■;v*(;|

Balfttlana ia toe United States*

la*watotoston toe ^iag OooBtander* in

(aeoidflot Jttaietar}* too Head <tf too HUA.F. Itelesa^^ a<** ®®*'**^''*

Offioero of other ttUdstriee oanoernefl ia lamhtogtpa with B#A*F* oottoltioo

feanOatea B*A.P. Ftollo RMotloBi poltoff aoA aotton* to th*e ho «B0,ataiBM|^

eao of too S<Biedraa Loodoxo wto iraa ftfcmiTgiiBe with totfUHos loaod mgiooto

txm eitoor British toPoamtioa StfvloaB or too AasrtoaB SMs tor ortifllloo oa

fi*A^* atojeotos

^^|S)dbeanM««»

k
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4jCl^afpxoxKFo pojnoos bob xpf Q»

Mp^ pm Bouec <M|% up aosde jo jftop %oo,gS pm iPctmax p^pvnxu ocroa ywwwMWff

*(09mAo99np potnj ana luoareala jo mu x^iaam ot|p)

fBGBoanfl t!^fS«9tQo g^aaopewBct poo rnwyAjaiup jnj oppoH

poB 8S041 «»f»ar oiA BB8UBP Q&xir£ otf^ %msa mpm m

««P8o& poB emi^s; uoopjcna? ei{^ jb pvpapjptffwtt *Of&pm o^mSaoa

mam «p pbd *po8ptopa»fe «n> ^ftWpij iPy^ om aq pttna 4lR|p pmn

●0 XSi|VFrBI JT? nm «n89cu 1QT0TJ3» o^c^aBax eoopuias qcrp^Bguojoi T(ap.pES

0i|P jp» psbkAm oicp pD «o»tj;jo tatrpvBtamjai xpr mf^ %gp»TPg» ^

●v^ppid vBBo%aaa^

9^ WP *^E*V*H JO e^oaj tPwii^-«spuBM||jB Ama SirwmaatiBS. JBaf

mgaamSBOt oaauL «»|%Yafvfo ob^ ocnq^ poAopcoot epn voo ●fsiaopapmimo v$gax %
pm oaaodt wmpm iupa ffonn /eiep ^sqBto VF WC ^ vp JBps8>x vmtpatAp

mp^ ●A3(S-s& 09. AsQfH vauj popod eip). Safpsip nopSktpqsoa «p waomamjam

aamaaS tj» b e&p oa|^ seaa^ fnapawp oin. tR.pa pwipayipwa ea» 4009x00

4BMPP ^soapuis tspptsai^ WRpxa «qp jo ooopZsnB oqp jopOQ .

V'

paaopa etdsad

UBpCIf 9m p09BO|p88 op 4p ^|goopqo up poopem mvixs 9pp. naaoS gpaq u

pno eiap mp SUpxna ●ooBopjjo pnoaxofi osp pm jocpjjo S^rp/^ oco Ai papopmo

*pmaiam»pi v^^ptd o ^4 pe^oaxpp sea poo nifciSOpoz;^ ptio pmaApSm ●£L*V*e

JO popspouEio 4Tn9^ OPC ●dxponpai .pno caoapog jo toootr oqp po %JKPPBS,

JB poqoTtqgpco OOOP&SBS uofiTOiojui tprpj.pjg[ mp jo noppoos vorpppcnxpqc mp

ifppa uop^ORzn^tno up *oopj3^ uoppomajui xpf mp *o80opqo ui

●uopp«9»pea ●5*Y*a 9tp pm soapAJOs uoppmzxojux i(Bp4pxs

oifp uoott^oq uoepopi oeopo 3updaoi{ dEXonao? jo pm emspodo *<$*v*h Axp^popo

aiPTCatxiiioo ptw StrpjBpati go flojpai ●irrvi so Jo cpioopjtBdop

ORopxBO 9fp aopyqpgfltop xpj& po3xai{o soa pm ^jnopapv apr eo apogn aps up

mapuBfs vapfenaam qopipxs mp op poqoappo oaa jBopeex uoiperibg 7

i
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Boport and Recositiendationa Air Aifonnation Offiear
a»/UF« Delegation, ffashliurton

ffoed far . laiailng(a)

Both recent (Spring 1^) U*S«a*A.F« opera :ions and also

dioousslons \7lth officers of the Direotorate have served to reinfibroe the

conviction that ic^’torm^ creative, public relations planning on the

highest level is essential if argr f^ly effeotive is^sot on AaiacvLoan opiaioa

is desired in the futsrej

But it is relevant to mention that, since this oas nritten, the

Americans themsjelvba - with far iess need than the British ● seen to hsvo

indicated the l%ortanob the(^ attach to iubiio Relations planning hy tho

appointment of a lolioy Boai^ * On thb other haM, the Hinistry of

mfoxiaatidn ●● by enoouraglng the ®ar Cabinat to altoli^ toe Joint Idntsctt

all na^poniilhtliV flor
r. ■ :.  ●/.

Coomittee of tba dhiefs Sta^ eui to ti

3or^ in tod ViMu to BA Kiiiiai^ ^ amOd BotUr - hftvo

a stop la onotly toe q^poalte dlrsoticau
Sbr * toatofver Ita ftnilta ● the Joiat xiaisen Oowitteo m tlie fint

}
d^diese ^body to fcoeeaM toe need far trmttm jflm

u- . , . ■>' cj.'fdy f

all Britisa pdbiie gelatiana la toe B*8*
ik a

'l

of ibdifAMoei of

l' P.tij:
Bineo

fing eat for

i/t 01^

■S^

■5«LS^i

. v\ \ %  '

V'

ff- >. Xt

./■A

oo-operation la.^^i^

lb?
■

thji. 'l

eaoeptlaie). toea^ a djMwyho^g . |^tswto|yj| la^ toe
H.O.X. and B«2«S» are Boto effletosh dto^toabjeertiw aad.era^ielaUto3y

of toeutilnpalred - if totally intoaplrod et IjyJtoi

orBanlsatldne*- ‘
-»fp.i .c: 'sr:

oporato to the ftdl with

'toese dperatlonal levisla eM oalos the-ftSlest poodtoile oae of then*

siqtpljlag the B«X«B»^ lanuiMae with the tMh itoae and tier "eloata'* * itoldh are

so esBentlal to emy aqieot ^ hiatoiXB PithCUe Relatieaa la the 0«8»

« It most entireljr on Air Ulaistiy tflli its am of forts ● tootevar
/nocdnal

She Air Infoaenatien Offioe oan and hili

09000
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noninfil oonsaU. reaponaUiillV nc^ havo lwaB awiaaitd V ths 2U0*1«

(o) ^jgaeat^_MBdy^

Fi»r thaae reasaasi therefbroi ftainwing axe odnlttod aa the

goiaral guidanoo prlnoiplaa on ^<di the A»Z«0« should \MChsf

(i) Friiaaaqr reepomlhilltiy of the A»UO^ ie to fhed the B»X»8«
.  , ■ I;.' ' v. , \ V. '.: : i"' ■ ■● - .

aaoMne «lth Ideaa and siatffrt^ Xh^oany^.^ th&a ♦ J

. ^
xe^^onolbilltsr* the A*X«0*

the op^tlm af a»0«& ^ othinr Inaft It’

these oxaMiinationB cnqn^. the it.i '

meeOBSBhea it weite it. thflv mat net . t-
.  ■●4

Of pree^^i^ '^e.,R.A^**e, om. enKhQ(BM^e<i^ ̂
(ii) Air reaeme the

materialM it aeee fit to its r

V Bay neane. for uae loehr

the dieoxetim of ita

"rV! O^i.Zr-J.' c;

mao
fAi si t .Vt *

t
A';.’i4tei* or,-'

r t
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v-lmtB Jw V-
ij .V

at ̂ 0AJ^Xn ●\ ^●.●\Um CV'.i.
*;r. :'it; i, .'vn^d 00<f i' i CAid^

everridSng oonalderattan Btt|t..he the:iiiiwti
r) .'A\  . - t

'A

'-vie .noTTr^

«iypp3ihi 1;mr

1
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f. wShexe is no pctj(#ee la ^
11-.
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the ipm

Asmm. <y,)S5SmJS^mii
,. (1). ■Pfoh;Uiga.j>f.:^<hlio iSe^Uona ; ,r». ^;.a'■^!^●>4 'U -

fo auffimaxlsu the problem and the difftealfjr^.^^e^i^^^ifhblie

fielatiops |tt ft lewj^dai >,

.fttblit ael»t»o!i>ft i^.Kthe^t,>j>j? ?pgoogt!M^

lublioitr ●* *a>®U:i.y8. 4? Koer^r, J
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V.H# pei?U«aaa?^^ ia view or/»ir >:iaigfoy*ft 4«2{ioaatMUI|r

for p6i3t>-aw avletttffl - tUe of'i..n.>4 iv't»«ija4ii»B *.
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(1^) 8oltQl4« /eprdsntatlvtt ● aJiao ^^oonreM^o ●

laftoaldnsteB ontf» ovantoiailjr la tlw oonii&anif «ltli dlfaot

aairarti«ftUoB» tetb to asoalva lastniotieBs froa ● to

(▼} BBva otoawt liidtoB to.to Bytopacig^
W

\
1^ if S.A«F* ● ?●& donUlaito to to xalatltol/ '

toh^'iato.to thsl «f ihi ottov torv&o^} tor
\

ttotit alja^toil to mtn^ isna ijf ̂  tm Ito': ;Xa
7 y

9Qiat Of viigcr of ii«iliah ̂ rwllgRi too fi^9«*s ototoijitoBto
; />

fto totoml li&ih tototototo of to to
rrt^ta iai ’ 26 ia ttoMttoa ^
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ttillto ths orsanlBatltm of SarviM Praaa Offioort at Bnao flbnnwnfla of

R.A.P,f the FT088 Idalaon leotioa xdth the Advonood Air atrildng fOroo la

oaa Boiidjr oooapied «lth the eoUaetioa of aowo fw Ihr Oorre^poadoato*

^ olth the nuaifolA arrangfiaents reqjdred V the i^rooenee in FnoM of

^^SvCLar oorrooponSenfce and a oortisoal flow of vloitlag Jottinalioto of toriOBi

nationalities.

I

*L

Ihe aootio|i beaaa datieo.at Baadquartero of the A.A.S.9. at BaiBS oat

Septaaibar J4» 1939. It obnajotad of ling (tomnndar 
8. Btahop 11,8.8. ̂  $

*««a^ra L.?. fiodda» P.O. OUlfflan and A.H. Bwenoott, oho rep«rtod to

A.a.3.9, (Air nea-ibrahaX P.H.L. Hoyflair 8.B.. 0.7.0., 8.0.) on th^^itiWW:

tor air from Hastoo. The A.0.0. gwra than a oast ktaU/ veloQoe and

relationa aith him thrsaghoat the ahole of the tiao that tte A.4*S*^r

PtaiiBa vara aieallast./

Botring aotabUahad an offiee la tea looaa of aa

91* Boolovaid HarnTMTaoBier, fialBa, oloaa to Baad®ia*teni# the

>08aB to pJce oontaota at H.Q. and at the i8|nga,

the A4.8.9.*a aoattarad araa« ahUh ootOMd

^*>ooaM tgr Thiialene Dany obiBbo (near Adas) oad>

nera paid to ofifleorf and naw ftmeii^ najCe

£
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.i, -,

>
t

tefc
-M

Wi
'  )

5; Jl:

t  .£

.,1
■'K

iMa0£■*r

Vt-7.
Vi!●< ' ●,

i

fhr tranamiaoiea tgr offioial aii^ ya».- aa| oaiiaai^ij|tini

taleptintar, to the Air Binlaliy in ithdeii fttp
●  ■■ - ■ ‘ ■‘ ■/ i 1-.

'rT,lV'’
'm %

i >■ ' r-
.1

■\
' -y.'r;.

Baioplea of the aiftjaota dealt alth la theao atwiae,

;j9

i  f

..

y

three aooka of the aaotien'a oork, nan ●»» Air Ihine nettl^

"Bov laaflota are dropped ever oianor tareltoisr*# *^A*9.

til* UegMad lte»*, HwiitiiKiliiiinoa fU(,te .?«■ «.

ohl^ Battle boahora aera angogad on the Veatem mat# tne^ i
.  ● ■ * j;

givaa prowinmiaa In the Freaa aad ■a«a of *>»«— onra hroadoaat tor

Oa Ootohor 1 the fint partgr of "opprofod* Born^pendoBta archtid its

It odi^rlaod nine Britiah* Wanoh aai Aaorinaa joaraaliata fane olfltif

V- T
1 1.

■:v
V?s

; i

\lX-

W
cr *

t.*
’V '●P'VS',:. -

aooonpaaiad V Sqaadron Laador Tlaooant Aifliaan^ Aaaiataiit Air dttaiilif lid. tt^ y. )
Britiah jfidkaanp, Barla. Darias a tno^dey rlait, thoor «aro ooSfdnetid tf

to B.A.F. aixflalda and aero reoelaad ty tto A.0.0. On OOto^ 3 87*

QliffOrd arriaad at Eteadquartara aa a aorroBpaadant appointed ly tlw ;

■  ●■ I

Proprietors* AsaoaiatloB to write deepatoboo for all new^papera radar the

/pMoandpii \
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^hia a f«« days of tlio A.A«3*P**8 rotum to ̂ o^lana. filroot'anapapor otUs

to Faria also oeasad ahen tto i«A«S.F. loft RaisSt Altogottaor* fraa Ootobar 29»

«hen tha tolaptona ma Installai far toatoa oaUai to Bbgr 15* 938 oalli aara aado

to Lo doo ani paiia naat^wper and bnsadoastins offices ̂  the aar qorreapoadeata«

About 120 hours aara oom^led in tOlaphonihS during that period*

Tcanaport fbr tbo oom^p<»dagOta and tha S.?»0*a oaa orgaitlaed Igrthe Praae

Uaiaoa Seotloqt and after aooe diffiaulV ona Hotalihtaa, fhur Ford end tie Surndt

aors aUooatod to the saetina* «ith a oonylanBit of fUA.F. dfifon* these

redused to five V 19M> threugh the tmeovioeabiliigr of too of that ●

oara

ears ●

earo uead to taka oomapoadrats to aquadrons and ether oalta, and sere

portioularisr aaadod ahan parties of eorroapQndaits» either froa the Brtttih Anv* '

aoae^ of firaa or isxlet. »de eiaits to the A»A«8«F* %hOF ^

ly^aiAi uae durim tours of tbo A«A*3«P» area tsr Sir Kingsley VMd» thM OSQiOieiy

<a State for Air» onOetOber 18 and 19| ̂  H»a. the King e» Baeehber 8| ̂  ttb

ROviUe OisstexlAin* than pidae tthiUter^ on OBooBter 17t V »V J^V*

Australifla USntstv for Air# on Beeaeber 18| V daytain B» BelfOuTt

of state for Air# on dioBiaqr 2i ty HEb tiaston OherohUl# the Pirot of

AdBdxolty« on mwy 7» 'On tbom tours tbs sertsspendeafrsi stth

ofaaisa of ttw«^ seeonpanted the dlstingilshed elsiteni nd the a«A«8Jf«

party# they iaspdsted the SQBdrtos sad unit*

9rs«MSd visits sere paid ty oonrSfpondMda to the s^»d»We M

-A

-Hi

''■I}}

betseen the S.P*OiS and ths sppropiUts 9tHmn In tpnii# add ptm Or

etorles sere ooHeOted* So ttm &.A.F* .tUilass Sosssn Ohisinr ^

Line betssen ThieorlUe and Saaibtaakav eal bepool it In >NS*f IdOdVvtMMpI

a# ondy gnssdsd ttsrtsstoura sere plaiswdf bat# ter aceuidiy

by the oortsspsaMs cm this anpeet of b.a«p« eetlvltlb Saving the fim

rarywfcha of 19t0 ooiy sislta took yiooe to the too flghtsr snmdroni si^

NOa* 1 aal 73 aqaadroas - siaBe it saa these somdraDS that sns eflNn sngigid lit ^

oodbate sith eneoy aimefU As lao# 1 ayndronsM near BBMa>9M sad Blb\^

aqioadroa near Terdus# long dletaaoee bed to be tasparsad 1y 8atnat

In tto first thrae oBBtha of I9t0 sislta sere also paid ty eorfsipondeiilt#

slth 3*P«Q»s# to the aerodrana ad PlUaanns# aaar ayanoy# for taXha ^*h IMdr

pilfltta sto had leaded ttsre flroa renniwnalaaaBne aad loaflat folds Ofsr

OaRKuy# Attitrla mid Poiaad ● fUgiiui begoi la OoeeslanaMy siaita snm

poRoitted la the aldbt to anait tha arrival of tha olxova t from those Mooaatfhat

/U»«i4iataa»e*
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/^tog-«U*toi!i nUa. loriiar aUaiaft aitti tte Aa.Sjr. «ne ««aliir riSfiI A)
tbs' sans ptfiod^ nwklng fli^bt owr qna^f oeqalijr^

tat as it «aa dealrsd that m msotioB ahtald ta oada of those opentioBS, th^

I
M ●

sorrespondeats wore unable to deaetita thsB« la the uhole period of the

A^.SaP. *s sojourn in Pvsms, about 45*000 miles eereoafered bj 5aeareditedf

aad otbsr oorrsspondeBta ● and 3.P.0.8 alusQre eoeompanlod eorrespoadshts\
uhetever tlugr vsnt* IwluUag visits to the British An^ »● «ith^,%Q

i

v hi
Arras* .

'V

BresS Liaison offisars armged for tbs *^reUted« eorrespei4eBte

a series of talks at B»Q*| A*A*S*F* ia Btaamber aad BeesBAer Igr,

in ofaliBS^of diffartat astivitiea of the Shroe* and theae talke yn^ li
'' ' ' ■ t’

to the nesspaper and broadoasting raprasoBtotifea* Prvs ti«f to tips %

IMkgtoutid* talks ears given es veil tgr tbs aanior lataUigaBod ofHear )pi :

. n

' H*Q«* A*A*3*9*

\

:

AS the nork of the seotion devtlopad* a laigar taildisg we nwfsHtiiipr\  '
and OB BseeiAer 12 tiie seotioii moved to ae; Bus Ampoan Ih^roiv^^

/  /

;  1

aaparate reow vers smilSble fbr tta 3.P.0.S* thair oorpoitai Olf|% t|i|:

eorre^eadenls aad the CBiisf Meld 0ssser,i !|^ epipetp^ aOid
seoMoo wre hiUsted ia tta ta^ vhs^ oas df

atadght* ' * ,I

air opeiatlaBS osre graatligr xtsi(i0«^ |f'/

y
S,',: r ' I
M'n

IY...
.■ u-

'lliI Ui

aneeptloiiaUy siveze oastfiar*, zhero wrs . heady

50 de^es. of frodt*. ■ Ihdead^ for eome alt or se^- w^»

Ohristmas* travel OB the fresan iwds we eartiwialy/]^reawiw -ai^

dangerous to use the oars* odnwpralaBtp ^ook ^ op— .iiil.i l
lesds, adoea alroraft wa "^Bonaded* for, noet of tta .time* ● ’

hovevor* S»P.0*e vard V w maane inaotiw* Xsiy
jbu^iirljw

wro
i.
,  '*.V

,  ittstruotions from tha Air Btnlstxy, and mash phbUoily we und^etadiii^

roqQoeet of the British Babae^ in pnrls eomoeniii^ a oepoert gXrm by

Oantral »wd in Parlv thU band having hew vith t>a A*A*d.P., Ibr tdp ir ■  ■

V

three aoatl^ PiAlieitjr vaa dtea in the A»A*SJP«

visiting anbertalonents amuigad hf vA ptber erganisattgrw Other ^ ●

duties ooneisted of the seleetien of photographs* taksn V ̂  8*A*P. <pi«r

way territoiyf for diatrlbntioa to the pieer^ the wi^ by thi^ Air
mwk at ^ ie<psat of the Britii^ asbaSlyt.ulio reqpirid ;

ia oennoatian
I

and eartaia

/osss
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Btoriea for isaua to tho Frmat pnas.

Hsreofor^ it oaa essential that the seotioa'a attiae aheold he open from

8,30 a*flw eaoh Say, isoludisg Sunassrs, till approxlBatelj 7*30 or 8 p*Bw» after

^fhioh boor a Serrloe Press offieer eaa alnaya arailahle for Salfy in ease of

emergenoy* All other ^P.p.8 vere also easily aoeoBaihle in the erent of .

aotivity and at intervals they mre huqr vaatil a very late hoar, Sbe iwatias

oork of the aeotlon vaa ooosiderahlet for it inolnded rsootds of oar joaraai^

hy oorreapondffiitBf reoords of telephone sails to araopsper offloee and

^  hafpaSoaatSas oyaimB in iMoa and P0ris» regular inspeoMLoa of ^e Mve^

billets and arrangeaenta for their duties^ and soveral additiohel itos <|r

misoeUaasous offioe uork. EOr the oorrsepondeato there uere nai^ |i

iBeasages fraa their landta or Baris offieesy and the S«P»0uo' eorh assoeiiiji<j^^^|4^
oith their aotivities and welfare was soDMilMS heavy* '

1 am

V\
1

-;vf

/
■ -f. ■ rX

■ ' n:

' i
in’'Altogether^ 150 oorreopoatoita visited A,A«S.F,» either as

"approved* oorreopoadeota vho Bade oni^ short vioits* Of this arsad,t(^

15 wore peisnneotly attained to the Beree.

^ peteissloii of tee Air Htnistiy^ of -BrU^ pad ,

\ ,

onnrespoiaA^ fj^sited. the; ft

than a wee^ and were eondooted by a*P,0,s to flisaadrOBSi j

reoeivd]« stations and other pnito* :

Ootoher to yam ssoy bzoiidoaita ..oboat .tho:iiorfc,sad,v^||^'#'^^

in Prame were sads by Wck

■  -tT

Pfttft

vV:a,j
15

7?!
rit

r.v.

.-●jj

,r.K^ M','

-S'*. V

:411*7
-,A ■ nKK4 Svf_* (

1 t.

■  ■.lb
■f,.'

t-

and ur. L* lesuanr^ of the Otdsteia imedsast

oooasiona while they ware at Bates these bitedasstors wppd te >%: ■-

reeorda of their sesaagsa or to hroadoast dir^ to lon^ ̂ pr

At other tines they telephBaed despatteso to Loi^lonr or ^
.'V

as ite&a in taoadoast nswa pregrem^ Qardaere :te Pddilditt

news stories, sot ^^eotel aosounfes te the caiOy oiniteo of 1540 teo

^^patefaes frtffi. the V»al” series oa aaturday eveniqgpw
'

\

Ii■'i

f{
M'

Jjf:

IjJ'

fy mid^&rah a staito was established te the osoapdOd by bhs

and land lines were eomeoted to the presdses in bondoiw »0

teebnioal arrang»«t« required by this tenovedlen  a B.B.01 engteesr■ wsh ;oltf^y/:
to the A.A«a»F* and mdosd as a war osrrespoodanl nBdor the saperviiia^ ^

Pi^s Liaison sestixnu The first breadsast from this studio, white wss

tote plane on Sarah 15» when an B«A«9« padre ip<^ <

U  'i

at the espense of the B.B.0● ●

/into



t
7

;.v A
*2mV

/●'N V
■i.

into tho oioiopbono and enaUad a reoord to ba nodM 1q Loi^n of a broadoast ^

of hia ibrk in Franoo* Pilots were brongbt^o tbe miorophoas on a few oooaai<8»«
after their aoript had been ooiaoi^ and that aja^m worked satiefeotorUy until

the atxidio was dianantled when the A.A.3.F. left  ^ artanggnant uith the

Ur* lesueur also aade use of the studio for direot broadoasts to Amerioa; r
the first having been on Marsh 17.

Inaidental]y« the Press Liaiaoa Seotion vas often, required b/ the Air Uaistiy

to undertake work <m behalf of the B.B.0, irrangotmta were nade for the

distribution to all seotibas of the A*A«SJ?« of the daily pr^trasBe for the siaarntm,

and early in 1940 imrestigatlons were held and n^orts made on the reaetioiii Of

R«A*F« ^rsonnel to this prograeBO and to pertieular Itens oonoeittlng whii^ $ ^ /

listonexwteat was organised.

Mrw KW. OgilYlo. SireetomtaBBral of the wisitod the

Februaiy 3 and^ acconpanied y Wing Oannander Bishop^ ast thO

(k Bantlcgr nsera 0^8.(h). Ee wisltad units ty hast day end

the B.B.O. j^rograsna.

I I

\

r. '

.  \;
f

i

.. Another aotivltjr of the press tislson SeO^ ̂  # -)
''■fl

*iOtiU« photo^n^re me «Uh 'ths'*esOfudtl^«
■  ' * ' ' '

the Air-'MIaii^iy's <tffiel|A^ photographed i^H^;i|»as^i^ '0^^
iMd to tte AjuM. m

S»a. Italsi0iiiii» n oivilisB Pr^ phOtngnii^ frOn

i
■i

Ihr the visit of W ^

i'

Mia
j

\\
:r

,v
I

iiiiiOtiy aathority of tho 8ssretai|ir of dtato^s

It wan not until Booafl^ 6$ hewi^r^ tyt Ittv & Bstm sk)^
to work under the Senior prase Ueiaoi offleer aa a

photog:|^bar9 idtoss pieturea ware fiw
Air mnistKy for oansoting end wbsegpant distritMtioa to npwOlpoFfVt of tlw

..'1

’

A

:  :, ;.V

I

i

) '(

aome pieturas ware^ rstainad y the Binllrtuy for offUial reseeds cbi

Mr. Devon began his woik in Fraasa y taUdg piotnrss Of Alf
'  ■ <

Plapfalr in his roen at H.Q. and Of ^ E.Q. Opsx&tions Bodib iBts d^iOs.'inf#

explained in a speeial notifisatim otroulated to all saortiOBS of the iimAS04,

r* -M.
V

> V

.1t

t. '>■ .

Ts-- '

A.A.S.F. a.Q.» who re<saested th^ ereiy faeiliy shoOld be aooOrded to hlii4Dft li <

Air Iftniat^ offieial phO^rapher* vd» reportOA at

Oeoeabef 1>» Both Urw Osven ai^ Br. Biitssar; regOlacly visited <0gs» Oq^dronO
/  ■

and other units for asws and ftature pietaros whiah hod wide puhliollqr in ntaqy paiib

of the world, fevlng resolved offioial pennlsalon to flyia Servleo aireraft * ifc

MTw E> Bnasser*

on

/Men
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aado hia firat fli^ in Pranoe on January 11, with an Auatrallan pilot,

■~aoa took pioturea of Battle hombera in formation over Belma* Xater ho

iowral flights and his air pieturea of fij^era and honbers were published in

and periodicals* The photographers also saat to X^nioa, aa
soo

naqy newspapera
n

SS poaaihle after the enrants, pioturea of the visit of H.M. the King* the prime

ttSnister and other notahle visitors to the A*A.S«F.

As the requironents of the photographio branoh expanded, a dark room was

Wablished in the S.P.0.8* building to expedite the work, and a eopporal was

^ Br^'Honssei^wto vjorked with this Fbree, with vhioh he was operating daring
^rman iiwasion of the Low Ooantriea^ having returned to the Waited Kia^to*

was ordered hase* Hr* B*J* Baratry^ an affirm

nsher noMoUy atatlonod In the B,K*, apeat sobo three week! In Prunee

■7.1
u

wi?-

2} to April 10, part of his time hating been detoted t®

A 4dk :Qvapmt0n^* 9p* remained with the A,A*S.P* until it returned to Baglead,

than 2,000 pieturea had been talMn by him. Up* HwsnitiM a total of more'*

lad Daventry In the A*1*S*P* area by the time the Poree left pmnoe*

aeeount haa been ooneemed aedaPly with the work of the seotionThe feregolBg

/ t

Wbre largo-soale operations began o| the peotem Front. The seene was

tranaformsd on May 10, with &e Cenmn inraaion of Holland, Belgian and

Liiaesibourg. At Reims an air raid staged at 6 a*m* and A.A.3.F. airfields

ixitervala during the day* Most of the eorrespondenta were at thiswere bombed at

time in Sngl>s®S* reasons to be explained later, and the S.P.0.6 thamselvea

to the Air Klnistry, for distribution to the Press as parttranffialtted stories

Of tbe Air Mlniatiy News Servloe* These stories were based on infomatiwi

visited wing H.Q. and squadrons ^lieh had be« bombed

Two visiting correspandoaits. Hiss
gathered by S.P.0.s who

and were heavily engaged with the eneoy.

(Australian newspaper Serviee) and MT. 0*R* Tonkin (Straits

however, and Hr* Gardner, of the B*B*0*, returned
Kargaret Gilrufch

Tinea) were with the A.A.S.F*,

to ReiBS that day* Hiss GUruth and Hr* Tonkin telejdtoned storlee of their own

Gardner broadeast an aoeoust of the day*a exalting events*

correspondenfea hurriedly returned to the A.A.S.F. from England

rejoined during the following day or two by the remalaasr of the

to London and Mr*

On May 11 several

and were

●aooredited" representatives noimally stationed at Reims*

Prom Kay 10 to Hey 15* S.P,0.s were extremely buxy ooUeetlng

AoA*S*P* *8 operations and <wmftns>lng. oorreiv«**^* ^ varimusInformation of tbe
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points^ ioolxidiiig British antif>airosaft batteries, to gain their ovn inpressicniB.

long distanoes vere oorered, notably by Squadrcm loader Wisdom and ST. Devon,

iD&de one journey, tm May 13* to the Sedan area for infonaation and off ioial

piotures, which were obtained during fieroe btnabing and maohine-gonning of the

roads they were traversing. Other S.P.O.s also gathered details for the

eorrespondents under heavy bombing attacks, but fortunately there were no

casualties in the seotion. Between 8.30 and 9.30 a.su and between 6 p«io. and 9 p.su

eaoh day long stories were telephoned 3.P.0.S to London for the oorrespondOTts,

and it is a tribute to the telephone system that no delays were ezperlenaed, despite

the bitter fighting on so wide a front and the incessant bombing of the lines cf^'

ocmmunioation. Barly on l6, when Gennan mtfshaniaed coliBBaSwere reported to

be advancing on fieims from the direotion of Beny-aupBae, orders were given for the

A.A.3.F. H.Q. and squadrons to move to tbs region of Trqyes. At 2 a*m« the seottoi

was warned to bum aeoret doouments and be prepared to leave JOeins at i^rt notioo.

At 3 p,B4 that day the seotien departed frcai Jteims and the oorresoOBdoBts wore

instructed to go to Paris to await further direotionaw Air raiia were still

persistent and the roads between Relats and Srqyes, where the A.A.3.P.B new

Headquarters were established, were oroided with rsfhgses* As a rewult, tro^fit

blocks caused long d^ays, o^peolslly at Saaeoiei Sts press Liaistts soOtlnai.

located in a first-floor room of the Safe Pay, ia the oontre of ffeogres, but as thh

squadrons were operating iay and ni^ H.Q. asked that visits to tlMW stjawl^ ^ , V

limited, partioularly as the oacmiaiding offioers and the pilots were ia np^ ^

possible. Bhterial for the eorresptmdents* st<nlea was oolldit^ |

therefore, V S.P.0.8 from H.Q. and from squadrons and handed out to the

correspondents. Their copy was taken by oar cash day to Paris, in tho obsanoo «f

aiy other ntnana of transport regarded as re&ble, alaae Paris was by *»** c ailitaiy

none and aU press msssageh leaving Tranoe had to be sidkaitted to the

cenaorehip authorities after it had been passed ty the 2.A.P. censor. Sqjttadrm

Leader Grant was aooordingly stationed in Faria for some days to assist in the

transmission of the oorrespondents* to Bemuse of the rapid

Gennan advanoe oossunication with Lonion beoame almoat ispossible and urgent

Frees messages had to be cabled there via Ksw Xork. Leas urgent matter was

despatched, as before, ly A.D.L.3, from Paris. Meanadxile, A.A.S.P. airfields wore

bombed froa time to time and onsny reoonnaissanoe aireraft were regularly over

Troyes, thovgh the attacks througtotxt the area were less harassing than iriien tho

A

rest as

/Povoe
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>-foe was atiU in the neijihibouxiiood of B«iMt

The next stage in the movements’of the* A.A.S.P, oasn when it wxb to m

stations on or near the River Loife. Headquarters" were at- Uoides, a am^n

village hetween Orleans, and Tours and the squadrons were in a wide area to the

north, stretohing as far as Le Mans and Ohateaudun* The Press liaison section

occupied a house at 6 Avenue Terdun, Blois, 19 kilnaetres from Muldes, and tbs

correspondents were asoosiBodated in hi^ls in the town, whioh stands on the Loirs*

Though the Genoan advanoe was rapid, a train service oontihusd to run froa ^

to Paris, and the corrs^ndents* copy was accordingly; sent ty rail to thd ^msn^

working in the capital. «hen Paris itself hecaat eadai«srsdt homr.^tlis oo^

and Squadron Leader Grant, who had been working ^re at intervals, wars srd«M

to leave the-city, and fnaa June 10 until the dsparturs of the A.A.SLP. fbr ,

Sngland on June 16, it was most difficult to cend aqy Pres^messagsc to tbs

though some were despatched ly- wirelssa frtm Tours, t^rs the Pfsnob esasMeibl^^
i  ■

♦

< j

deparbaent was azoong the French Govensnent offiMs teai^rarily ostablisbsd

At this tine noywamt on the broads also hso^ troablescBM^ for thoiy wm«;s

>

I

M-

all day by masses of rafugeos fleeing from Itoria  ^ other distritfta^ j

i?'dmS

by the Geronn advance. Uotor-oars, fata carts, bari^ aiad i

adlitary traffid^ 'gratroly inp^ prugrcsS and ttr^aafian’tooie
7 i tV-r t

\ V-*" -‘i; .●  .●
an hour to reash B.Q. at »HAnt frca Hooisb a dourtay aw

●  J
i■4

to 20 oinoHs^ W:/
T't.

With the uninterrupted sdvenoe of W^rm ixiyi » i^stt m-,:it

if?!:
t.V K

to move t^o A^S.F* and it waa intealed 1^ the e^padirm (rild|i|d la N*'

^und Angers^ with H.Q. at this t^

proceeded to ffautes to aaaist contairt with 8*P^qLs id on tl» Ofun^

the Press Xiaisda section was ordered to An^M,' wifeb

advance oouting^ of H.|; on its arrival. Travelli^'V ^
waa at Angers early on JUns 13 and found IL.Q. in  a Villago aiuby* W

-J-m\

'● = 'V ■-

3.P.0.S were informed that in view of the e^eoted oapitvOmtinn cf

it*'
Jiff

3

tj

.i

■ ■ ^

\
V

had been deoidad that the A.A.S.F. should make for the pcapk, and the seokini wpii

told to go to i^ntes to ae^ furfehar oidere from the a^«»rto*» of tbo

Air SbiwA In Prm«._ At thin BMa»«urt.c«, MA wA> t.4a.rft at' s'p.ifc.

I

'  ■ r i'.:

inatnwtions were given for the seottoi to go at onto to Brest fe^ eoboikatioaL

The S.P*0.8 therefore set the oorfespondeats at the agreed rendeaioua ^

at Rantea and bo^ a night Journey to Brest. A lorry had previoasBy beam noi^ir^

1

i

/fnm
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fwa H.Q. at Hoides, in eashangd for thrw of the seotioa'a oara, and in thia

anl the tao rmnalnlng care of ttie Press Liaison offioers, the S,P.O.s, their

staff and five oorrespondeots travelled to the port. Three correspoodonta aere

pennitted, at their oan risk, to travel fron Ibntea to Bordeaux aa thegr had

relatives there; others joined the staffs of their Paris Offioaa at Toura, Iter

prooaediag to Bordeaux, froa ahieh port all oorreapoadenta aho wait there*  ̂

evestvBlly returned to the B.K. V hoat. Tea oarreapoodaiBta tuoiored, ̂

arraugeaant, to Breat in a private aar« Kaanehlle, the Preaa Liaiaon aeotixm,

arriving at Brast at 5 a.n, «i ifiiy 16, aaited all day’flu the qpayoi^ a ahi^

Several tinea Qeioan airsraft aere over the dosilai hat idiaraao, in vlaw of the

I

oonsentnction of troopa, mterlal and afaipa, hemy honhing attoJto aara a^paatadf

in faot, devhlopad aad.tha SJ?.0.a, their eorperal ol«k ̂  drinera d^ltdnone

at 8*45 p«n. aith a large body of and Arv perndwal and to oawaapoqdilli

Kooexda of to ad(rtto WThe omt iaportant Of the dooaoaati end

i»t allW proportiy and aquipMit of to 8JP.0.0 ha taka* in

of to lindt^ apaoa available. BOr oould to ■aotion'^o
.'*1. V

to aasStode to to tao Oara and to on a

atooiaa

^ - ' :>

i  :

aith aoooMW^titta for 7^ ptoaiad^ 1S0 — ,
of no foaor ton

Frew idaiaui ̂ ffioora at to idr
alnoat oxaO^^'idae atobi*: ainfiio iatoto.''' /

- ]b thU aobeot of to norewnto and"iB^h

bean nado to a prohleB tooh^oausad nooh d^sonaat

r.
0/.

'■i I i
1

■  lU
jTiT:r

fit -Tvi:. 'Sr-:u■: )

.  ■

1

-* to diffioiaiSM of to 'miM^-'
tof^Hritoa- eote hUd iln oa|

■

ninm omto
 I

to 8.P.0.S arrived in Fr^ and

seek a aelutinb BO loOBer aw one to of dlfflialtoa totoi® ito

set eirooot and thia aaintainOd la a vaoing degfoe oOt^ the wd ,

4  ,

*  ■ %

the AJU3.P. 1^ tonoa.
Tot taking averythto into «<****r* to, fiJUf. oonaoralilip In Bwnie etoMi

well, and aifhoot uadae haiOaMp ^ the naaipapara. Aohsi^ly to ifstin

1y the oenaOro at A.A.3.P* oo^pared favourahly ● fron the nseopapar point of

^loe - to that ruling at B.B.F.

N
1

tola period fwio Septeober to Jtme, to gwatoat possihlo

oo-operstion axlated hetas«s the Oewors, the Press tlaiaon offlowe soft the

/Oorreeponftents

<K’
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Co. asponaeots attashad to aad viaitlBg 1*A«S«F« The Oenaora assisted the

oorrespoode^a In ereiy praotioal

But despite this all isatmer of diffioultlaa did arise from tioe to fim, aoi
mre rather asoentuated after the establistesent of the Press aai Censorship Control

at B.A.F.F.

Praaiartly the diffioultios lay in an appamt lack of ««»»«»»*«*«-ip

co-ordination betveen London fcpd the Field.

Certain thiztgs vhieh oould he fpsely referred, to in newspaper artiolea

vritten at home oould not be used in meeha^ sent from fftanoe. Xhdeed^ the

correspondent a oould not nlweya laention points glvm in Air IfiLnist^ InillelEUuii^ v,

The position became sore obapldK when the 'B.a«C«  - under the oaaaonhip ip

nas penaltted to disolose in the general news broadcasts details whioh

oorrhspondents in-Fraase (inslMiag the B.

f

could not liss ill

●4

i

\

their atesaagea. In one inataase a stop on oertaia WereBses wee la^poMd >

In France ^ a telephone laassege fitn the Air Ifialstix

the asBte details vdre being ^vwa ty the Air IttnUtiy to tbh

failed to rowel pern thls stop was inpoaed on the

fosse until the A«S.F..«eiit hoBsw- The flWsf'We|di*^Ji^^

oenaon
rf.V

t

A

a

it.; -
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being issoad V the ^ lOnletiy, lifted ^tts pertiBalsr

rosponslbiUlgr, but wee i^OMd jbhct it iwst b# rMip|C^

Oonpiaiats which the oorreapahle^B eade sbeUt

^ ntiBA bsr then befCre Air M

^tish Air Forets in Frhnss(. when they had'a ^

his Headqaarters at OpiloDBders on April ifk. The canswrAlp <

however, and caused wiah ^a} 4«ai^fe^ the eei

Their oomplaints beoaias more asute on April ^ vedkriai^Umi, 1

B.A.F.F. ware placed on their uislta to Ai^S.F«; Xh 1^.

situation their offioea rsoalled^theot to cakarifieetien thf

iXLth the Oerman advanso into the lou CbuB6rie8|, hspovera thhgr

Belas, thou^ the issue itself hui not in tha been tsttM^

Oissatiafacticn aoosg the eorteapondents Vo i»t allsyed aad was sv^oilAlf

aooentuated when. beeansO Of the Odroan advanse. the cenaose^ ^ reoewed fsd^ \ ]

.  A.A.8.F. B.Q« to ^arla. \^re it was worhed in oon^anotioii with the Prewai'

military authorities, haiaes oT pUooa and districts eould not be maatloned la

the corwi^radoots' despatches, although the nuaas were being quotedT in

/operational

‘.f/.y ' r/vx«^‘
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op«Kkiowl ooBomiiiq^os isBuad V th» ittaittij jtfbn&tloa and

in both Britldi aaad Prmoh iww^«p®rB.

tRiilo ooi^tions nere m^teaedanted during the last i^iase of the B«A«f**a

Bervioe in Praaae# and ahile the vithdmnai of the 5»A.P. eenaor f»n Head<partara

to Faria laa ocmaidorad to be neoeasaiy, hie a^amtloa fron S»Q« oanaad

diffiottltiea ehioh wold no dovht have been atoided had ha bean ab^ to

bofnre^ in oloae oonbaot with that Haad^ttrters* idth the M»0»a ̂  n^e»

oorraapoalenka. It la the opinion of the Senior Fnaa Maliwn

the A«A*S,?« that if a Fonae atotier to the A.A.S.F.. again dpefaten hhiaada -

if nbrreapondenta are pemittad to aaoaqpaqgr it» the aenaof*

ahoold be atatioaed at $s Boad^Barterst ao that he

inftemtion from H«Q« and be in tonlhnlth the S.F*0.a and ooBwaapo?

deapat(Ao8 it aonld be faia duty to oenaoiw ’
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Pvoposalfl for tiis establislunont of a PuUlo ReJatioas Brasoh wiihia
A.

the U.K^Aioor and R.A.F«l4aiaon Staff in Aasbifis^ were first suboltted to the

\7ar Offioe by Kajor-Oeneral R«H«Dewing, Mnandert I7.K.A«L«3« in Dooesher

It was piofosad liiat the Braxioh would ooialst of an Any S*A*]>*P«B^y .

a Beyal Air Fane F,R,0*, a Staff Sergeant and a Stenofirapher. Its ohjeot wm,.

broadly^ to projoot all forms of UX information and publioity (Nary,

■ 'L'

[[

Air Foroe) throughout the Servloes operating in Australia and the

and assist in the general presentation of Australian and SQiva

Although the far Sstablishasnt was not finally approved mtil the ei|

of January 1JA4, In antioipation of far Offiee ^pioval to the scheme, the na|^

of a p.iu organisation began oparatioi innediatsly. It oonsistad of an

and a stanographnr*

I

1

Ihe possibie main lines rtf werlc in the Bnaneh, grouped under 10,

headings eateaeing all aapeots of PX aotlvlly. iw» aalpitt# Ip t|^■  ■

i'

approved in general tents by Hftjor-aensial Dewisg at that tlB0»

It was agreed at the oatset that fullHpeale wbrk wstfld

the Publio Relatioim Adviser to the UXHlgh QemniBflioxwr ajofly^

and a ^int plan of oanpalpi^drawn up beteeen two pfflnes* 1**^ 1
prepared by the F.E.Adyiser to the High Oenniisionar, w dfawn ^

and, after modlfioatlon inltiaUad by the High ^

UXA.L.3. inlbrelu

fhis *Vemorandum on Future Be**la of fork" between thfl two offiO^i

provided for the eanaliaing of all H.O.I. material for Australian o<Wit.UHpdO<|^

through the High Coomiasioner's off loo* It restrloted the P*B» aotivitdba ; !

V*K.A*L*a. to the Australian Servioes, with the parovlso that suitablo pv^Aloltp

and Information might be aabolttad to the -Australian Sarvioea 0SiP*R« 90

dissemination to the Proas and Radio as they thought fit. If speoifloaMy

approached, U.K.A.L.3, could provide correspondents with eojy, at tho

disoratlon of the Oommander,

;●

■
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Sfao agtQeaant also prcvlded for aloso liaison between the tuo offioas

in matters of radio talks, fUaa, eto

headings being subieot to the knoffledge and appnnal of the High CosBiasioner*!

office*

all 9.K.A.L.S. astiyities under 1b«s«● »

Da additimi to material supplied through the High COBBaissionsr' e Offlee

the P*R«Branoh of H,E,A«L.S, arranged for the supply* direct* of ell t^pes of

British Servdees literature* copy etc. * prepared and distrlbated by P.fi*&rsndMi

in Uiddle East* :b:idia* O^lon* tiie West Indies and so <ni*

STOHAHr (g P.H., tf.K.A>L.S. CgSEATUBB

British Services Bees Features and mfoxnatioa
(Sroluding s.li-Asia ~ see later paragraph)

A total of betneen 9C0 and MOO iteaa* reoeivad froa all aoiisoes had

been handled up to the middle of Ootober* 1942«^ Jbterlal not suitable for inedlat

publioation or nems board display has been filed for reference j^zposee or

sioBarised for educational aothoritiea* During the same period over 1000 Britlah

Offlolal pictures veto reprodoeed for ness beard and aiailar display*

Hdtee <m Australian roq.ulraaents* vilth specie requests have hee^

supplied to P.E, attthoritiea and exBsqoles of paULieations* to vhloh iW^j

aooeaa* have bean supplied froo tlaa to tim*. This has resulted In nearly

increased of material reoeived*
5

.Vt

1

Shis serudoe developed on the lines of the orlgiml proposals* has

proved sueoeesful and* from MO papers scanned each v»ek* seleoted olippdngs am

supplied to Da, P,H* la other theatres. Alth(»ig^ it has not been possible to

out a otaaplete monitoring of radio progiramass* access has been gained to eartalft

OGBOBercial servioea vrhen required*

AMD omR
TO inrea w.aamaai

Ow 50 publioations* amounting to a total figure in a«Beas of 100*000

haea beaa oiroulated in this say, 0.K.A.L.S, has also undertaken the fall

services distribution of aU U.K. High OonBiiaaionar^B information TolegraM.

/p.B.UA2SCir.

L
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P,KLI/.33CK BSmm S.Vf.P.A. AMD

She tvro-TOjT ohannel for the interchange of imvts and ideas between

these two theatres was opened early In the year# Since then, in additira to the

dewelopaent of a S.S.A.C# Qomunique serrioe in AuBtxalia, large nosbers of Anj

Obsarrer stories, R#A#F, iteoa, wedcly and monthly reticws and gnidanoe it(

have been hanUed, U.E.A«L.S# also prepared and tranaaits a weekly S#£#A#C, aeny

renriew on the Australian national tooadoasting iratwosk.

For a period an Australian P.8# liaison officer was attaohed to

S.F.A.O, at the request of D.P.H. and a,K,A#I«.S. raoeatly negotiated for the

posting of two E#A#A#P# offism on additioaal liaison duties within the

LIABCH Wim AUSTRALIAN BBSVIPBS P.8.

V.K.A.Ii.3. has oloaely identified Itself wliii the efforts of

Australian authorities to ]^res^t the Australian idcture overseas. Apart

copy and seleoted outtings, aaalstanoe has been provided in the bulk

distribution of 20 AustraUan offioial pubUeations,

miam wra mmms mjmmijst mmsmss.

As appveoiated at the outset, tois liaison is, fundaniontellfir,  j

' V'

-i

the soope of the P.fi. Adviser to the High Owniwajoner. Xu the ̂ eeneo of

material from other souroea, with the knowledge of that offlee, however,

material and Australian issues for overseas have frequently bean seoutoA ̂
Tt

Hie Deputy Direetor of Information in XelbouiBe. DA <W!Br

information is also providea for the Australian Short Wave Broo^oastlng

Division cm a regular basin.

■  0

■  tt'

m'

.1

Apart fToon regular flow of sews material (supplini tewhnlnally

through Australian DajP.B,) to the fievm Bdltor of the Australian Broadoant^

Oonmiaaion to Halboume, a i»aiber of talks and totervievss have been arranged

for British eervioes perscamel, Aicangemanta have also been made to prcnddi

greater publiolty within the Anatrallea Serviees fm relayed B«B.C. itean,

partioularly of the services features, e.g. Begimental stories, B.A.F.

.1

- ; 1

prograiBSies.

miSL
shortage of film TOWustoCk and heavy outside oivLliau oalla on

available show prints of British fUaa has greatly restriotoa the scope of
/thln,.«9*
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tUfl teanoh of Mttvl(y. AU josalMo aim have, howeror, been givoi irlflort

posBlblo olroulatloa aid, as soon as tair stook is raoaived, dupUoatisg

axrangaaenta my be put into fbll operation*

LIABCH mp

Close liaison has been maintained with iUBrioan and Dutoh P.fi*

organisations and a oonsiderable amount of infonBaticm thereby obtained*

Booiprooal distribution of seleoted aervioes material of all has been

time* This has provided a nmiber of useful new ohasnelstaking plaoe for

for British oqpy, as« for instanoe, the Ualay newspapers ani Butoh periodioals

pxoduoed by the Netherlands Indies Information Bureau*

While it is not suggested that we should (xmaider ourselves as

Goopetitors, it is felt that, in the maintenance of a balanoed picture in the

S*w*p.^ and S*E*A*C*, reports prepared by ?*K.A.L*S* on the aotivitlss of snsli

F*fi« offices may :gxo99 useful*

miSCW WTEH SPSOIAL AIUBD ERCPAGAH>A CBSA

A considerable mass of inforBatioB reoelved is found to bo in

that available to ?●£● personnel oonottned with politisal wufIavo« fhls bos

enabled U.K.A«L*S* to provide a servise, slightly outside direet P*B* work, but

whioh has been enthuslastioally rooelved by those otoiBonied* The fne SaotMk

Liaison Office has also partioularly roqiustad lhat Ike miim anker of BBit^ij^!

official operatioiial pictures be supplied for their use in literature difeetaH t# {

enemy and enemy ocoupiod territories* Ohtll recently aoet iUnstratiSBS fat iuiii

material have been supiAied from American souroes*

of

The P*B«Branrii has been ooashlted on many oeoasiia» in eoanBOUoB with

eensorahip problm*

M^JEMRaMiPLIL^ UJBjm g-im

ArrangsnentB are being ccBoluded for tha production in Atsstralia of

oertain V«K« piklioatiima. Including a poster, a boddot on the British Angr and

HTiCflmmnft.mHa.Bm TOattomnsiMmy fm lUb
.  iftffirewas ..nil iAMroim <m ma.

AmBBH

It is urged that the HamorandtM outlining the respeotivo 
duti^^^tho
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lu£h Ooonlssloiier's (tffios an^ n.K.A*L.S. is not a satisfeotoKT Ws upon lAioh

to operate to Iwst adTantage the reaouroes of U.K, publio ralatioiis in Anstralia.

Among the reasons for this are «

(a) Reatriotion on the direot offioial contaot of U.K.A.L.3,*with the

Australian Press and Radio malt^s British Senrioes P«R« laigely, dependoit on

Atistralian P.R. personnel fbr ihs distrihatioa of U.K, editorial.^ HOt unaaftaraUj^

suoh personnel while being fully prepared to oooperatOf are pre-ooeupied litti

the presentation of the Australian Serrioes piottire. Oistribotion of l7«Kr nnt

InsTitably beoQmes a secondary consideratioib

(b) Almost equally ioportant is the faot that V,K*A«Ii.S. bei^ tmabln

disouas future editorial progranues with the appropriate exeoutiweSf is fonrisd

to work largely ona hit or miss basis with aai^ publio press rabodsaiaas* '
'V

(o) There is notably less ohanoe of the editorial Sttoeptanoe of oerisin

of operational or aerrioea copy when it is idootlfisd^with a politiisl OP;

diplomatio offioe. Tet ths present working menorandam In^tahly

of U.IC. issues to be so identified*

(d) Qe^raphioally* Oaaberra does not leid itself to tbe sttooossfbl.

l4’
At

/

i

(

V ■

■ I'

'V
its

operation of a eco^rebensiwo Pdblio edifice*

parts of Australia are inade^te ̂  this alend not only'

but renders almost In^osaible tbs .prior   .

general diotrlbution or broadeast# VdiboanM is ,an tnflaito^

V

■■y.

3
t‘

il''

-S'!.",?i!
oentre as it oontaias the B.Q«S'0f. ib9i^A*l^#

■ i;

offices of all Australian newispapOr grou|^.sad

(o) Tbe agreement does not provide for nfftdleiit lilmisCh

Oomoissioner *8 offioe in mai^ * matters* l^r Inataip^r. tn
.  ' 'V. P»(v*

publieations or films of whLoh oi£ly limited orabors sro avs^litbid» tte }
n:I

arises as to dio determines the relative is^rtanos of fisrvisss rsqpidMaisi|i^M "
> f.v;t

A  myfiBMtTTfiB
i

The above obaarvatloaa are not intended to suggest tfast.Bdik^ 'fllon^l^

P.R* should^ operate independently in Auetraila

need for a more olosely welded joint servlees and political orgeni ̂ tioas

effect, a Joint SofoBsation Oassiittee* This OQsoittee Should oonoist of tho’

But'rather to etrsos the, V0fl0

A;P
■ .'J

^i
■i

P*R* Adviser to the High CtaaniasiimBr, Seivioea repres«itatirss,» ami also, if
f

possible, a representative of SUM. trade goffimisaimters in ilia
I

/OOfflOQIDN^th
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OoBBonnealth. I\

Cmdar suitable direetloa the senrieea representatlTM be la

a poaitloii to operate dinet eith the Frees in all utters oonneoted «ltb P,r^

for the Navy, Angr or Air Ferae.

;

<g TJWBIATniBj MO.

OsoaUerable opportunities eiist for the loeal pradiietlaB of

aaterial in Australia* Shis uoidd obviate the oonaiierable transport dals^ ihic

often render M.0.I* and other piiblioatiras hopeleaslar ontaated before bulk

oiroulatioa oan oonsenea*

It ia felt that the provisiu of ftaris for this purpose tnm n-Mnnd

Servioes and K*0*Z* souraea sould be aaU Justified*

H>st sueh phblAoatiaaa, InsideatallT’, ooold be based rpoa proofs

of aeleoted M.O*I* iasasa alnmiled oat for the purpose* aste «● the oajoril;^. ̂

^rioan itens for the Australian serviees are either prodassd looaUy

aimailed oat*

\

Ikon the aervloes point of Visa aloae there is umoBt As^ i|qr /; 3

MsIngmoBeof P*^' iiar^ M

mSlM00 an Asalslagit Ppaso

●j

Oddttiowil staff to Innilt tha

Sajal Air Facoa ofXisar mj ha

desimbla and pemlaBtoi is soosh^ to appoint at least 4os i^thsr

i

r

assistauis loeaUj* thasa InMoann imihi slsa «nA(i| ts

tint Tisittng Aastralian'aarvisas SstaUishnents stji*, tdianaas at ths nSsini:

tffloa tlsB naka this InportaBt branoh of uoifc eatraon]^ dlffloaXI

inwidiiite Melbourne area*

;; r

1

.

-t

S\]rj.

m jmmm
fta hs«i7 pradsoiaanse of Aaarioan and Australia oovnaponleB|s In

the S*W*P*A« has provided diffisoltles flair British rn^reSeiitativas la tlis thtStin,

mstanbes have been Rioted to V*E»A*b»a* ●Jte’ InstansSf sf ralOSal^to sUsn-

laovesfrom the North bade to the Attitrallea aaiidsad and other slallsr
o- ■ ●

■»

obstrustionSf Snah oorrMpondeate era alao left largalj^ In tha darit » to ths

«baOkgrauBd infomatlsB* fron other theatres idileh esuld aaaiol titos In

malntainiag a true perapaotiva on laeal operations*

It ia thought that a iwinal aoared|itatlaa should be availslAo to

i

I

i

/these
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thsae repi«8«iitatiTes- in addition to the Aiaerioan and Anstraliiuk lioanees.

Xhe "aoorediting” body oould either be U.K.A.L.S., the B.A.F. in Australia or

a British joint aervioes H.Q. if one is likely to be established* This

aooreditation nould piwride British PreasBen at least with soDe additional status

and guidanoe*

I

WIBCKHgUTlOIS

/

y

The affival of the Royal Gofamor aeaexnl» the Boshess and fasi^y togsthsr

with tho big influx of IBiited Einstai personnel« (partioularly naval)« Mdset

psiyohol(^Eioal time to strengthen and derel^^ the pniblieiaing of F»K* poldtiiia.

and serrloo aotivltiea in Anstralia* The Australian publio is new (PhbriiMiy

extremely rooeptlve ai^ existing goodeill can be insreased enoraoualy bar fCIFi^ii^

PabUo Relations serrioo* The ie^ortanoa of this in posl««er

is obvious and is fully reoqgniaed 1y other nationa ● s>^

r^htions staff of over 250 engaged in this thsatrs^ oith a firsMl^s

*

'■

 *

rt,-;'*●
piotoiial and libraxy servioe arai]ablo» vijdtt alongsido the press aal '^

in tho prinflipal oitios* She B«M hates a slaif ̂  oiiir |$

mOosa re^xganisstion takoi plans ths Ifiaieti;^ o

only a fraotisn of its poteskisl for ^ ths present-ti 4

t

r<
■U: t;

1,2

EijU'

r-y.!
press and radio oatsrisl is ,*bottlsBoekid* at (isBibirrie-^ia T;

y; 'j-:'

offioo* Ja that departeent tha
_  ; ■ ●; ■ ^ 'Vi'' '

FiOlio Bolsiiona adviser in Ohdbsm iai one:

vfaioh is prlnoipally for tho purpose of plotornl dULatH>b«*i#il.'

offioers on the U*K. Ar^r and RU«F* bisison dUff l^ui^lAg Bi^srli^jlllf ' '

i
1

'■ y

: i
1'y(\ .  ■■ Jt

distribution to the Australian Servioss* CMnoi^t *# iiaiaorra is

ths aydnel and Melbourne news oentres and the ^ ^otjiily laidmip^*

iBuoh of ths Miatstxy of mfoxnetjUm^o servl^ natexial is xH»*effeitivti»

Fttadamaatally ths etole question of ade^peto oovsfego ooxtres axounA M

relatlottahip beteeen the P.R. Brsaoh of the Wffr fltxifMMdoiier*s ofMos Opt

e<sad.valent B.K* Axsy and R.A.F* Uaiaoa Staff P.B* BreuA «n the aovriOssVit^^

atad the agreed aeepe of their re^peotive aotivitiofc

Prom the oOlaot tha U.K. Artqy and R*A*P* Liaison Staff has urgoi the fl||r

single fooal point to ehieh pressf rsUo» eto* will lo^ for BoK* SerriosO

infoxutation* ●●●●●* ** this Branoh being responsible fOr the provisioax of a defljxitp

and information servioe, in addition to the naintfmanoe of a photo libRp^f^
/oto.

f.:

news

4

H
}
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da. th» othor hand, the Bidh OoBBdaaiaiier^g ofiloe has tint ths

senrloea staff hars is oalj responsible fhr tbs proTiaiai of U.K. aaterlal sithla

the Australian Servioes ● a^fthing tosi/ ndsht put over outside the Servioes '

oa aa "unoffisial* basis, through Si uith tbs tasovledge and approval of
Australian Ds»

'v/f'

Tbs Bigh Obaoissioiisr's offioe in a oanmudoation to tbs Hiidstiy of

InfoimtiOB, sasnarlaiag tb^r fuaotioiis as eoiq^and uith ears,^aaiJstaiiisA tbht

diffioaltiaa eould arise if a separate aerviSM P.JS. seMp operated in

to the BIgb OosBdsaioiier*8 p.fi, Braaob. Briti^ Servioesrp^B.^ it sfdd»

not hand out aateiial eassj^st the request of the AHotralian ServlioM

It is' obviousljr desirable that this arrangflaant shsald he

so that U.K. Anq^'acd R.A*?* jlaiaon Staff are in  a position to vm

Borrioes nsvs httlletias» revieus* ndlo eosnentarles, and so 0^9 .ia ooBStP^ii^

aith the High Ooooissloiter's Offioe hut idtWiit the prpvpiliog te«trieiifgpb< C

A suggested jolot Infoaatioii OfflM» boused under ra e noef !● the beoi

aolutioB, but if it osnast be establisfasd then it is felt that Bsd|iih jg||^

P.B. sborfld at ease qpente oa Swvioqs*

with tbe Australian Presa aal radio.

■V’*.-, ■

%* Batten. liii^9«B|sni;|r
'i *:r ■r

I

«
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Ihe fbUfluAqg poiidQT re-orgnadsatin should at oaoe take pi

for sffioint P,IU serviosb

(a) aireot and prsss ̂ tteott A B.s , pbhUt tbletiafn i

offioe should at ones be establiidiedia iMbcnirn oitf al^ tin llBiai]^

the British InfoiBatiaa Servibss offioe la Bnflforlb ‘  BAoegf i£ ' ^

Ibshington eontrols the poUtieal aspeots but BSv fOlk Offlis if 10# IpNii

poll# for distribution of all Mliilstrjr of

Melbeurns this offioe nOIA bs a Joint mtlet for the Britiidi

Otanoiasioner and tbs dinot distribution oeatn fbr ell Htntetrj of M

serviees* Publie SelitioBS Bateiial* She offlse osuld be Utlod "She

XnfoiBatioa Servioea* and all natorlal released tnuld be so beaded, fbe

B«E» An^ and fi%A»Pa Liaison Staff pbhliA Bvl^tiene offioen mflddBal ooljr

eitb servloas material but plan tills dlreot to presa and radio sounea

eitbout raferraoa to Qaabem (as is dons in Stav Tork). ftflur eould be

responsible for plaoing this to best advantage and seeli^ that all aoob

/releases
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rslsaaaa are free fraa a^r politioal aagLeu, In oaaea of siff dot^ tbgy/
wnOd first sc^t to Cagterra for approval. The rsaotioa to the press/
on sudi a direot senrioe haa been alrsad/ tested in tto oaae of S.S.A.(^

nova aa detailed in AppemUz *A”«

(b) Bireot reoelot of Material from P.K. sourseat To 
sspedite distrit^i^|||]

\ and provide a topisBl iafeontioa aervioo^ all Klidsttj of Z&ftewtiolif
oateriali ezoept poUtieal^ ahotdd he fenazded dlrset froa the lOaialij^ ^
Xnfomationf Lmloa« to the U.K. InfonBatisa Servieea Otfise inlldlieisE^ ^.1*;

-  Xn regard to Servioea Puhllo Bolaticns ■aterialt this loald aoaie
* t ^ y:

be sent direst fron the AdpArs^ty» tbr Ofitise or Air

dflpartosQts to npploBMiit the

This is alreedf being done tgr S.B.A.O. FtAlie Belations» as lili

Aependiz ”A*. 2t asst be stressed that wferense to %atsiial^

operational piobireSf fUns^ bpoklets» posters and aisilar

^  (o) ita «ri«tte itrff i:f'.f

Bjoiiaaa bat it la esaat^ that foie p

'  . te '0«ptribilted,to:'^.'^j|^''||!^^

<fU6 senier ofSi^r’'fraiiC si^' a
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ammatel p.g. grt«m»lMwt.

/Saniaea 3«otioa^

Oonnandsri U.E. AA^ A R.A.F.

UaMoa Staff

I

#

B»H« liiaiaon
z 0*?.B.0» (ttog Cbmuter) Offioer*

S.A«9«

Asiiilaiit (Flig^ Zimtenaiit)

Angr
A.D.P.1U (£»● Oal)

P.fi,0. (OapU)

Fili^ Iliato A Toobaiaal
OnaA»

9

1 Lieut, or F/t^

1 Xteaftflanan H011

SetMtarial

Staff Sgt* (Anj)

9li/8g^ (&.A«F0

Masai

1 Mmt IUT4

1 S.B.

1 Staff Sgt* orFlt/Ss^

3 Gto^rala or (ttidllaa 3 (HoKlca

Aseistaata.

3 Stanogr

t dsiarly

aphera.
(Saifiaa or OSzilUn)

z This inaraaaad atataa is Seain^la ainOa aaar]j

all Sarfioaa oontaot aoxk is oao^i^ ia«^

P.S* eottB&ai)^s ia'ptiiilr

A

»v-

r*
a‘»

Area laiiga iii rattle

ObmattAar to 'Briganttiiv

rlK
-r^ I.'Vf

t V
V;; : .:k \\ ‘C -Mf-

●W ,m^SseuS^^
tears is ao,staff ^
maottaaiaal

]■. ■a>
'.-i :■■r-(

/.1
. ■t'l

.  ●' ■'● '●●' ’ ’ ’ . . . . .. . ■

and Uttoriog)! photo rotoutekttB ^ OBRyiag^oil^

.  rapioduotioB^.pitetMiiotariait ototjaoStetlm^ ftei^^\I

liij

■'W:\
t-

iSi'SI
'■'S

r'^|;

to oaahitt this aork to ha 4oas looaiijr. fha Fttbiio
■  ■ ;■

staff haa to K^,on paraoBal ftooura froo tea Aaaitelian and
Selatlmia Sarrioaa in order to gat aqgr aock audf opttrl fina /r J

inaffloierojr it ia'dafiiiitalp’ ooaqg that tea S.X. wat %tf aad ttpartea Ott

teat oaa ottSy ha tanaat ”a Soiteoga* haaiiw

A nialnni am of £500 ahooid ha aado ovailahla V the Blaistrr ttf

ilnfonntloii to the O.i, Ltaiaon Staff to aorer aniofa ooats* Shis teiaS tei4i

■ m:f ’

4

ha ooatrolled V Air CfasBodma Mta aad’ ho used to pi^ fbr Ubnir aai

Bcaterials of a loosOl purahasa naturab
0

/(4)
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(») ^Cpaepanaciife RUa of pi^o proaamoa Itollit Ihile this vUl assist .

in ptOTiding a tsapovsxy solution it is dssinhls that tits naalens of a

ooopXeto fila and photo toohnioal praossiiag unit should ha estaibliahod

uitiwot dols^» Eatery sails <m tho osisting looal rasraroas rendor tha

OQBtiaanad prodastioa of aztansiva U«£, aatarial Igr lustraliaa orgaaisatinBS
t  ̂

ttwertain and as the tioa faotor is of oonsidarahls isportu^t an

indapondwat unit is stroacpy raeonBeiadad* It is iMdisirad the asoasssxy

personnai ean he reeruited loqalljr and the suggested astahlisfanont sat oat

shore‘inalndea the haslo staff required* .

. ( .3

■tr .

W;
r.

'  'f'

\

ikM
V  '

■S'-i:?

iv ,

0
X
fu

i /
V

●/

I

●\;
u \ ■  ■. -A'^ ' >

I%  /

\
1

/●:>

)
●>» ●v.-;-

't*

✓
i  J V*

/
. 1 /■'V:

V, ;
t

% I

.N

f

t

1

Jf. s \ I t
■'h'V :T

7r
1*

■f)(■■■'

■

i ‘
●j

■ -' ̂ , !j' ' 'i' ■i'' /'.fi



p

:■

^ - '
SA* Oharlse vaa tho first Air Biniatiy Publia fielatioBS Offioar

^  ̂ OTsraaas Obnmattd tbat ma in fast saglng var.  & im

foxinmate in tbAt ho vent sith Air (Sdof Sir Arthar

|A0Bore iHao had, haem hia Ocwaanfllng Of^iaor at Traialag (taa8aai» and had

■m'i

\

:v>
mr'

a

ladj aaoeptad hia aa a useful oasibar of hia staff. Despite this feat

’ uaa fotfad ulth inmawrable tElffioultioa in oiganiaiijg a MUia JBslatioas

dh in the Middle Bast* She outstanding anaa werat/

>

MpBaldg'attaehad and not posted to the Oomand^ tharslor not hiving

. oxer pc^ar status for ohtainiag staffs tnaiport« ato*

She OQ^iate ignoraxiae of the SegUlar H.A.F, of ^Utlio Bilatiass

f

I

r-> ● ●i

Offioom e^Kd tiielx^tport: ● oiia uas r«peated]7 aataid tar senior offioars

/  fdr shioh pi^r ̂  nan vriting*

\9) fb qileagf»out ycH^ rwearding eanaorahlp and pAUo fialatioak 2h -

/

5
V  I/r-

thd^' it' pointed;^ fhr the first ̂
r
1

● }.  » ●● i

the iCbidia SastA oasSnrship oaaa dlraotlj imdi^ 9ngrfi ea^rol

. #● Qhisf;^:^ Itejlitiwis Offioar* Oaring tlAt tini .

ias heii 19 V the ooriospoiiaetlii as a n^ jhlA tin

\  ●
MOln Matidhs and pieead under fitj^p^nne and« ah  a ras^tA

tpan ooheaion ynlrtnd. Xt vaa intareatii« to sm tint tohMds the .

and of the uari eanaerOhip hoaaae paH of SUblio

proving that the oilgiaal idea ms ihs hattaxw

. . Ih the linht of enparleose felnad, &A angrmvdd stronnix sdvooate tlNt
\

raaain in the B.A.F. It does

natter how npall its raprasentatioh nay be in a OoBDand^ so as it ia

% ■ Sh«B# in the easa of a rapid axpanaion (lAish haera imadiata]/

Vt|me is a threat of ear) the Foiblia mlsttons amnh «iU a^anl sltb the
ji

other departiieDta.

I* Poo eften PUblio fielations Branahaa during the mr beoaoe top hasij lith

oimoers. Shis uaa partioularly the aaaa jUi tie Mlddla Seat sheze it

tvtreoaely diffloult to get other rarica.

t* Pinalljr# of perhaps paramoont isportanoe, ia the neoeaatty tp have pvapar

estahliahmant approfved hafore sending anr F.fi* Unit to a oanaand, ihathar

in esanotial for FUblio Halations Offiears to

,7

ytfit

ii'iHy--It

/ / V,

1

at home or abroad*
%
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:  :.r\ RELATIONSPUBLIC

]HDni£ S^T AIR OONUAHD

MBditextonean Air ConnandJ-

e«it
The EpyAl Air Force Psbl^Q Relatlo:'.p Utiit was started in the Middle ̂

'2 iu>ntha after Italy enterad the wdr (August, 1940), the staff consisting

an S.P.R,oi two Public Relations Officers and an official photographer.●●

■  'i

These four cffioers cane out froo England and were joined by a small clerical

r^taff recruited in Cairow At -Uie end.of October, 1940, a F<d)lio Relations

oer went to Athens to be attached to Air Headquarten.

:^>vlveid from England} one to cover the Abyssinian battle, the other to bo

Other officers

f

to the Desert Air Force.
film.- 1

v-fr.- -
The Bodiffi oporandi In those days was for the Public R^ti<sas Officer

ih tiie field to take small parties of war foxrespondents to visit the

squadrons^ ‘ In addition, and for the benefit of the oorresiKmdents who

These were usually flow bade

■V;*

I
;Sr

. remained ^ Oalro, he pr^ared news releases.

: hy a Ooossunioatlona Fli^t and issued in Cairo with siscultaseous transmission

. ^ Air Ulniatxy, London, for release throui^ Air Ministry News Service.

Feature ertioles were alsoiprupared and often sent to RngiAwA ijgr Air Hail,

Binoo the Piiblio Relaticms Branch was discouraged from nn*«e wirelesa

facilities for long artioles in those days.

An R.A.F. Censor's Office was established and all handouts and

releases were cleared before issue.

The official Middle Bast Air Communique was prepared each day by

the 3«P«R0. and passed by A.0.C«~lnC.

●  The best use was made of the local Egyptian newsptqpers, and tiie

Medlterranettn Forces relied on them vezy coiuiiderably for their readingt it

was considered dBsirable to keep the Royal Air Force well to the fore.

SiUlarly, a nanaber of broadcasts were arranged on the Egyptian State Broad-

oasting Circuit, and Public Relations Officers returaiag frm the desert

Usually did talks or arranged for pilots to go to the mlorophoneo

By the end of 1941 the Public Rcl itions Bramh had grouad to about

oigiht officers and four official photographers,

wore detached to cover oanpaigns in Eritrea, Gzoece and Syria*

Relatione Utait whioh had just started in tiie Far Bast was reinforced frm

From time to time tbege

The Public

Y.
f *

n
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tib idtiiitt ̂ UtM: «| tvbopvri^ 011% ma^
) -   , .
i *ftio|^|a«a«i| btffl ●bT Pfl’M*TX%v4*'e«i:^ Al psq ^jiauiattQq ●?.'p*n ®«owwt0tt

8TC<IM ®bS psB^R Bwi FQBlSt^ o^. xtatrsB'Tcanrsjq. eqt|, donqps *sJioi®tv Wf

inv Bsaa<j nifOT ©i|j ●j^sod paeoBApB Jt-paq^ paq japiCHiT

«ao|(inniiioo>aTY «» pre j»pi0-aT-a0praiBK)o oq^ ojBqa 'BBJ«i? bfi saa^'cnbfnsaH epi

tpw ●0*H*d*8 ●odoana Jo tm'pgBiirp Bq^ 0% joipjd 'bbjtioo enp ui

●pa^aa^puio-oo ojba *J9t^rMqT0 pm

vpioatv ●nwi *n«*|PJi ‘^diCSa or SnrAaeB ●H*d Visa©j;jTP «q» ej«qa

n? P8»««A BBft ir^Miuue^'iip^ oq^ trp nof ̂esoTP Xanod BOOT^BxaB ehrcq?"d: oqq.

*(upq) 05 psnsBT itT»B mo& eenbpmuBQo pm BBsmioa Beoad ttivUL

P®TtIV wo wo po»«^OW , ^

oq PXOOB ara^o^d jpa oqq i&iaj«qi& *qpin snopt^vtos ©Tiqoj mcf^outf «q% .

®p«B urn pmeSoBiav m poB 'pxBtSqa oq pa onqej *«qazo£M t»^«aado qqpi b»o

ane paq oip Oi^oxai^ loqaaBii jpv wo ●o*a*d*S oqi ●XaqsTonpK JTV ●*a*d[lB

*!♦ JO 11*T^ o 8«T«oIIOJ *X)Adaa rpi Xq aippm aqq op papaaoons ■«» ●Ottpao ,

*«0*H*J*B aqi *papaapca XtqwiappBooo ojaa eoorpqBOpmupoo Bsoad ano p*m?i*o*r»0 ^

■cuj wna 000*2 *TlodTJl peqooaa ptq axqqoq oqq anpq orqq. ●oBamxiooTpo*^

‘ ●*» ®T OWWOIOS onV»d W*® Xio »%oop|ao-oo osaq v●^.% B®*

^ ori;j^.8«8x *JJ«V »Pl P1W» ‘0*H*d*S oqq %oqq pappoop ma qp

^WOOOUOW® *J8TO>«T‘<iopm»Bi>^XY paqirpoddB twt qBBH aqtPPFI?

aqq *Baff»jajiiQOoaott«xqoBqo aqq Popiorpij ●X*Bnmr «I '

*8xquappBiioa vm aSvaaoo oqxoH oq» popaad opqq qv ●a®pt«**»

; aq^OM asM ni^ op pflqsvqep oaaq ptq aaqduPoqoqd  vpm ●o*H*d[ V

*oxqqoq jpB OBatrauaqppait aqq jo oSWCOAOO *0*S*C

op asaaianp m eta pxooai eqq pm pwa^yiqi 0% qoaq, moxj ojiw. Beaqq jo s0«pp

aqt *Bpon^ ^ nrcoq paSmora *pxoTJ oqp BSoppxoooa SnpqBQi 0% tropqppps op

●aeopjjo SoppBwpBOj® gqi ●pjoiBopy XapOTa Joopajo SopqoeopBOag oao apeqq. -V

psqapXqapBa paq ppim *5*^ aqp aopq qaqq i|[ ●mpA jo qxtpod jrpo m racaj paaaiAOp

XlopTObapa eaa ●aaqoqoo wp qqSnoj 'opamxv jo ox^oa ©qi

WopjaO goppowBUOO poqopoddo em ●O^’d’8

X^ndaa oqq pm pmx»OB oq paounqaa ●Q’H’d'S oq» ®W UI
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their can f requenoy. The Desert Unit had Joined up lith the Algiers Bhit and

Pabllo fielationa waa entirely independent* They had a fleet tf a dosoi

throe»iaa lorriea^ adequate oook-boaae arrangemsnta for Field Press 0

V  siprola team» four press Borrioanes eith long-range tanks for

photographio material baok to i|siers« and three piper (Mb Aireraft for

eamminioatiaEne* About a dosen eorrespinidenta uere then peraanoxtly attaehed

to the Boyel Air Poroe, and wre issuing an anrerage of six or seren

i  main Press HeadqjBarters in Algiers*

C
Bps* aa

-
t

(r.-‘

i

(

k-

I
For the landing in Sioily arrangeoents sere n^dc for

oorrespondents to fly with the aireraft toning giidera, and also to leal nith

first aq^rons* A mmiber of eorreq^ondents nere based in Balts freu

great fighter foroe operated to eoror the inrasion* This nu ths

period when oonanmioatlona nere aost sorely tested* einoe the Publio .7.

nho landed with the first parties in Molly «eie often Obliged te

get their despatohea ba<& in returning landing oraft*

When landings were nade in Italy* two separate press graps hsd

to, be esi^bUahed* one to stay nith the Desert Air Porse Eesdqiisrtert* novi^

up th^ eoast of Sieily* s]^ one to Isni at Ansie and ultlastely go

forward to Bhplea. During all this tine the unit was obliged to ke^

psmanest base at Algiers ainee the transaisaion faoilities io

otiU eatablished there* The oa&ip at La Harsa, froa id»re offioial

ncsBaml^aea were iaaued| was eontisued*

January, the Allied Onsmnder and the Alr-Ctansanaer-ln-

were
\

Ohlef left the Hedlterranaan t^'eanaense planning for Operatim "Orerloid*

(invaainn of Rbitoandy)* It waa deeided that the 3*P.R.O. should return to

with Air Chief Uarahsl. Tedder* Disoussions had for

Qtovlng od the press Oaiiq> from Algiers to Kaplea* and this was ultimately

carried out*

s
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(delusions t In the light of experimoe the foUestag

OQnolosi(nis have been reaohed:

A Publio Aolationa Overseas Unit (if it is intended to eover

a oang>aiga in whioh large foroes are oonoitted) must be indepaodsot of

transportation, signals otmanunloations* and oannunioations airorsft*

OosBDunloatlona will always be of major isportanoo* Oorra^toodrafes

baok at base* providing they were near to a radio tranooltter* had a big

advwitage over the eorrespardeiit aotually with squeaic^ la th| fisl|»

was partleularly the oase latterly nhan Fublid gdlatidhs tiffliieri W*

)
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®®«*e8poudents with a great deal of firat-olaas handout material.

A eoiq>rehexi8i7e presa ctoTorag* never he aohieved if one

*‘®liea purely on* war oorreapondezxts attaohed to the R.A.7. fhe overall volnme

^ air battle coverage in the «>rld preaa eaa found to he in diieot ratio

to the number of handouts iaauad.

Boat eorre^ndesfes do not write pure air stories or pore land

■^rtea, SPheir editors require of then an overall picture of the battle, for
that reason they are keen to have air handouts which they tmave into their

®ther material. ^individual exploit* story had bear pleyed out in the

of Britain deya» and it would have been eospletely wrong to hanre

^Mtlnaed along those lines.

]|^tter3y^ in the Heditononeanj P.B» were faced with a mtth

problea. f ho world had to be told how air power waa unking vletoiy

Air power was noUa foroa. nor merely a SSSBSB *be oorrert

feglioation of air power bad to be explained^ and aXthough the htaan aide of

^ oxpliOits^ waa aonetinas used, the moat important task of the Fufalia

m» linit waa to widen the horlatm. Ihe else of the air battle had

^ and intensified, Xt was no Icmgcr ah affair of  a doaen bombera going

>nt to a particular targ^» It ^ vast strategic plan i^emnitcd ly

ts^laal operations. As has been explained, the pattern of air offencive

ectablished in the Hediterranean, which would later be put ih practice

Burope to daitmy the eneay in Trance, Belgliai, Holland and Qeraany.

Puturei should be taken to define clearly 'to the public

relationahlfnsrToroea^' It baa now been eatabliahed that the air effenaive

d  dmninnnt role ^ ̂hievliBg Ultimate viotory. fhe public have reached

this eoxMlusion because the general repotting of the air battle has been

^signed to emphasise the seientifio navura of air power. There should be no

hint of haphasard^ buooaneering, air operatixma.

' A
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Tto F*R«nnit vvaa establi^iad in Singapore in 19U> ̂ »tan ̂  Banyanino
9 <

Vflnt out vdth A*V«M«BafBrA* Grant and F/L Blaolcegod arcived in siaptaaiMr

F/LUDonner tns then holding the fOrti BanToaine having Xaft aooe veeka

Mtoe.
"  t

Qxnnt travelled out iQr air and aa Lt*Gen Sir Henxgr Pomnell i»a on the

ina eiroraft* had plenlgr of opportunltlea to dloottaa ?●& toUviUea* Ba vxotof/.'

a general oHoorandum an routOf giving hia ideaa of the ideal Joint-aervioea

*aet-Qp*» ^Rnnell read tiiU vith interest, and agreed to the piineiple of
The main *^h*«»*» of Idia aaaorandus vaa that F«R« DepartoantB of all aervieea

m

to enhoilt umramiahed aeoeonta of the aotLvities of their o«n axn, and that
W’fi

wHl^
' "'A htaOd void then into a atoiar vfaloh vould in effeet he an Opa Sonttwy aaltahle

oued&t to he et B»Q« e oo'WttnatIng P*£UOffieer, of no partiflular aarviot
ri ■'

tia«a^«g out to nsaspapora, and vould be in aobstanoe tiia eeas aa the offlolal

toBBnni^ie, but virlttA vitit a oartain aamnt of oolour and liibf Greal*a

,1tib ttet laoTO vne needed than a bald eooniiiqna for the pepera, avoiding

netnrel of eaoh aervioe to eB|)faBBlae their om aotlvltlea and to

totoleet the aotivltlea of the other aervioea.

On arrival at Singapore Grant aade oontaot with the Ait H*Q« at Sloe

aaad and foufid that the aaoe atoM^here ea had eodated in Franee and Bogland at

the beginning of tho mr vhen R*A*F.Bablto Relntiiaia B^)artnQnta vara rather nev

and auspeot, van still in evidenee* Zt takes a servioe a Irag time to

distingniah between line-ahooting and neoeaaaxy public corale-raiaing narration

Of operationa*

Grant eav A»V«H*Btlfoxd tifao vea nost ^Ttopathstio and helpfbl, end ougges*

ted to him that the Ops amoaxy should be the same as or to tho one dme

in Malta, i*e», Offenaive and Otfoaaive aotions deaoribed and resolta

auwaariaed, with tiw mobera of airoreft taking part in eaoh <q>eratifln* He gave

a (^peoioaen copy of an Ops Sunmaxy to the StAoS«0», Air Oonaodore SiUdf* ^a

also helpful ai^ oo-operativoo (B jsperi&aoe shovo that the Senior Offieore are

alive to the value of tenperate publioLty, and that opposition oaoea fros

Operetlcms and Intelligonoo Offioers, tving Cooiaandera and Squadron Leaders

ooatly, vho have aa ingrained InriLnatio antipathy to pubUoibr* Jbider officers

vho take peurt in the eetual operatittBi do not aoxioaBly objeot to restrained

/uoflUntto 0 0

i. ,
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diaoaxd
paxoohiol laees about P*R. is Jaw*

● Oraat ecoordlog]y

off to tbe Air lOaistiy
OQQeoatrated

●>n Ml88«,B the
(1) astUOB ItaAaFa operetloiB stoilge

other aationa to lock after their oeo affblrs, aid (2)

f% netss oolium in SagXiMh in the Outdi local pap

r.

ersf
●● ttio Outoh at the tiae isnare Igr ao oeans unoriUcal of os* 'Staff ware

such tiling
%nt9oable

oa the JQagl

■fr

eat ● Java will atona* We never ttot it

iah di4 of Sinsapore** Thia irreaposaible ,■)<>»
*>ot oon^QQ Iq

- fMeod]|jr relations between oa and

a P.a. 4oh or not raoaina to be deddod*
air Oatob am^a, whether

P.a*Qffioa«. It ia desirable

p'/?^ about
■}■■■

aimraft^ air taotips and ao on.

that a Offieer ahmld

 fie Ida tofloqplda thinp

Ooapoapondenta. Bo ou«fat to have a ooaaideroble kaoeledge in ka head

what he oaa look 19 in books* It la doairable that
haw the mieet ItooiUtiea

-he ehnuld have pilota

SP*B* offUer

for aeqdiihg knoBledgo of the H.A*?., ad even
training* BO jjbould in edditlan be ■ora aeoqittable to

hntiaoh if ho had

for the eetahUaliaont of a thorooghljr kaodedcsble P.R,

1 he on eveqr oourao that ia coduoted*
●toiler in itself.

fiOQQ through the oill aa thcQr have deno* Feaoe tiaa is

pancnool* TlMpr

<wxse is in ibct s new
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^he unit ^lao fonaad on 7th 9ehxttoiy» l%lt^ iritm Air OOBBondi Seath Boot

0&BO into being*

Ifoevloualjr Biblio Belations in this tiiaatre eaa ooatzolled 6bA

^^ntetenea fnoa India oooDaad^ under Bilgedler Ivor S«ff^* ● It

onaanlaation# eoa^rieing Ha^* ArBy and Air Ibroe*

^  , i, . . The establiahment of the Xnter-Servioee Direotox«te» (Indie) eiqpendel.

'■r
XJt V

■i

■ ■

£
HM aa;

r.t j

A8 the Burna oant)aign< developed» tnt thU did not epp]jr to the

^ B*A*F* ● There uaa a ahortage of witable offleera for P*S* and thi

eeotione* thie reaolt being tha^ thia aaall unit vaa ovexmrkod and

to oarry oat all ito ooDoltoenta*

In additiont ISBBD (Indie) |Vaa reaponaible fOr the prodoetieo of vaxieaa
fioe nflanpaperoi not only for BritUh and Indian troopa flirting in Boraai hat

'  tito large angr of Indian troopa opeietittg in to e Kiddle Bpat* and thU

oacton

-1.

'4.;

/{

■c

i

y

f"

t''

t .

1' -^'

10'HM
Ived printing in oaigr laagiiagea* Theae pnbUoatioiia oore enoaiinklf toll

end Here veqr popular eoeng all sorvieeam* *Vedel]r Oeaaaotarjr”» giving

of the progreas of the ear* toe printod in fiigliah and me vidOly md ty

I

.1

Vi-
If

■

:'V #U ranib.

Aa tiaa vent <m and vitii the 8ubae<ii^ent arrlvel of atrong B*A.y* hoaSMT^

fighter a<|uiadrona it heoaaa obvioua that XfiEREP (Indie) voold heve to baooiM
’A ■

4 e

' ^ When Lori Lottie Ubontbatten vaa appointed 8tg>r«M Allied OdMider»
Beat Aaie» he fonied hia onn InterHie^eaa IS)*

It vaa knovn aa ZnforaaUon and dvll Affaira» Air lUfahil air Ailip
^  . ^tobert being appointed Direotor* Whan Lord Looia aovad hia &Q* to OvloOf

.h

, ^ and hia H.Q* ataff aeoenpaniad the Supreoa Allied OoOMndtr* AU ooip frai
j P»B*0*a aerating at the fmt had to be deipatohed to Kaniy for vetting anfl Ibr

itlneQient roleoae to the pveaa ● over 1»000 aileo aa^y*

-  cooBunioatifina vere bad and as a reatlt atoriee vere deleyed in

ttonaaiaaion and <m saqy eeoaaiona vare held up for days on end at Kenijr befort

NLttg made available to the preaB* Theae stories oere fre<eieat]y out-ef^te whan i

fV

toleaaed* War ooireapondenta* oparatittg to the forward areas| voto oonMnl41f

- and jaelifUhly ao ♦ that op^tlonal atorioe.toMi eeto.onnioble 'rg-\
*  fy i I. 1 ■  ■#>
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ooxTos^poadoiits ®t baao (KAa^jr) at the aaae tine as their storiea we released*

■^'^lowing upon these oos^laintSf eeBsere vare deapatohed to the foxvaid areas aad

speed traasoltter uas established at Oanllto with direot comsinleattCB

Xnaden* This bzoogtat about a "**»*«* iiq>roveoent in dealing siih 0017 team'. ● >i-7.

"da the fielfl".

Idahlng Ot^a Affoiro ^th Services P-H. saa an unfertmate

and in future plaxuiing - ahosld another ear ooaar - the Air Mimstiar

ensure that these "opposites* sill be brought under one head* ma

At Kai^ uore unable to cope e^itioasly with P#H. naterial as thcor were

^Kupdened wltti wo^ oooneoted with Civil Affairs* ThTthenorSf the appointaBBt

^Ja;^P,H* in anr Ooaoaid should be given to an eB^arlenoed Jounalisty capable
wwo, foa^reo aiA phbtegtai>hs (stUl and oine) with the niiilunu of

i/.

&m
i

*●

Ode delear proved ooet^ do

SborteeathAn^ earned the idsnooer of ■fhe Ibrgoiten Aritr

hy thAfi Ihilnre of pidtliaL^ wt the awW^1» ttess* |tor eanple,

li^lieX wee relieved a press oenfbrenoe was held tgr DXOi at whioh thousesde

were released to tho Press and war cowespondenta ooverlag the idiblo

(ground end air) tram Merob to Jhns» a largs pniportlen of whioh ecuU

Mt 'boon releaaod teoa tima to tins as tiM events oocorred* A live newspaper asa

)ii'^.E* wonld have converted tbe "^ww^ba-Worgottenr!

Vi T

m
. * .

il.-AT

m
-i

I

n- n
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Only four fi*A.P. P*H.O*a wo^ available at fonaatitm to cover the

front stretehtag tern Zqphal in the North to BahgMm in the South ●

●®t*r 1,00^ adleo of amintaiaf swptsp and ^iiflgl** ®»«ae offlears went n

e^eratione and were responaible for toxniag out naiy cDnalleat atories«

pumoularly <« «Vplj-d«^plng to oor troi^ - the greatest air«dnp in the hiatoiy

fioeliaing the position end ti» f^®* ^ unit was now fed direetunr*

^ D»P.H., Air Ministry, relnforeaDents were sent by air fron other Geasands in

Strepe and the Middle Bast and a Direotor of Air ZnforioaUoa was appointed*

All these ofX'ioera were eaperiencad ncwq^per oen aad although after

their arrival a deoided improvement was evident in the handling of R,A*F* publiei^

"j

h

. /
i:
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onW V inre pao^^o o^ pemono ©q pttoiiB jeoTjjo

■TOfqetBH oTtq^ oift *«®p»ai©do vn uo ^jnad ©:p3^ oq pan©^^P ^

●awoTJjo xawt jS| pfinrox^BBiO) iPcenoT^ee «»

■ «m 1^ ftoeodntf «>jt BtqdBjBo^oqff ^joob SHTqei e«tt tevfiw(3o%a^SL

«W©l®H oriqpi « mqA peuraoo iSt%Q©o©x osbo v non ®T

^ qpoCqns <^©*11110 ^ JO sqdBjSo^oq^ ©3[«( eq pe^i^iniJod mb pm

■weaMoao T©T®T^ «© saa^^eaSo^otU BgpY^«T©a ©TTW ●^^feTT®TS

●pe^UBjS eq piticqe azpnboj

Aiqi Isoso puv **o*s:*^ ^T%> ABqSmuq^ <atepjo ^ocorpp jopim

fltrp^ «>« ikqq oernBuuejirp ^oenoo oq ODjpBribs  »9bta «dn(»s « ^t©Ta bjootjjo

«mw OMUL *PMbbo mb£ aopnm surooxj^o n© ^ #»wco®©*n

M| cq «T »TmP ^Tb«II je wpqtww oq« trp bjwoxjjq «Bapq«ieH oTlve

^ Mnn«X88« «q«ilb»p9 POB itpf SapjtBpmr je mm%soSsf ffqS
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i
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on this front, full credit must be given to the original small team i»hioh

carried the heavy burden* In one month alone the four officers referred to

produced over 30 stories and their t«o still photographers over 200 sUU

photographs*

fiEIATIOKS WITH UaiAP

Not long after BAEPR sas brought up to establishment. Third

Tactical Air Force became part of Eastern Air Oomnand - an integrated B.A.F* ani

U.S*A.A*P. unit under the oommand of General George B.St*aten^yer, G.S.A.A*F*,

with H*Q*, in Calcutta* P*R* vas also inoorporated in this unit and the H*Q* In

the forward area was moved firan Conllla to Calcutta* betveea G«3*A*A*F*

p*£« and R«A*F*P*R* were most cordial and it was  a oouna ooourreaBe for a B*A*P*

officer to cover a purely Amerioan operatto, and vice versa* An^ P*S*0*g w

o<}ialljr co-operative and in the latter stages of the o&mpaiffk wbtti ̂

Wavy and the BoyaX Indian Navy took part ia the tarldtfs landing ̂ «tr

displayed a similar team spirit*

Boyal Indian Air Force P.8.0«a, opontAiig ia the fOnrt^

were controlled by the H«A*F* senior P«E*0*,'eg eigp were tlwtr

photographers*

These officers were on the eatabUa^ant of 13899 (lad |»

They were given every feoiUVt bdag *i«t in the ple^ he^ # ̂

operation todc place and provided with aijwaft either ly ̂  fi*A,y^ aii^9:iie^^

Another ooDoiteeat of the H^,F. f.b^, mUS^'

the despatch by air of the Forces newspaper "aSAfi^ to ̂  'Opergtj

and the Fourteenth Ariy* Spedel aircraft w^e laid Oh fOr this purpose Oal

these airoraf t were also oaed for the traas^tatie& of Pi>B*9*s and ysr

correspondents to the forward areas* *SMGF* WM daUvered en tto^

publications - except in a few isolated cases Vhero »b teitahle jungle Oloai^^

f' V

was available for the draping of the newspaper ioy eixw

H,A*F* FTO fCgKHBNlT

When this unit arrived early in 1344*under the oanmand of Wiiy

Oommaiaier Connaohi© arrangemants were made ly to for an elaborate coverage for
T  V. i-i _ .

i
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^tioos Offioer going on aqgr operational flight ahould know as nuoh about tho

target eto. as the aiiorewa. {Jollities, alaOf ahould be granted to thee to

interview airor^ on their retum Aram operations as soon as possible after tbs

oooipletion of the interrogation*

OoBBtanding Officers and Ihoit Intelligenoe Officers should reaUso that

I^tblio Relations Officers are aervioe personnel end as such are to be shosn full
f

co-operation when requesting access to intelligenoe and ooabat reports* Cmsorship

of stories written tagr Fublio Relations Officers is oarriei out t|7 ate and tV the
I

Military Press Censors in Calcutta aid Delhi* Intelligenoe Officers should not

delete statedients fraa stories because they think it ahould not be published*

Bablio Relati(nts Officers attached to the third taotical Air Ibrss arc be

be granted "inaediate* priority fbr tel^^ter and telephone when teanssitting

operational stories to their Headquarters*

AirKarshal^
Air OeaBandsTf
Third Taotioal Air Fbrosi

The aboTe letter was sigasd Igr the Air ibrahal and oirou^tsd t^ sli "'

units In Third Taotioal Air Force* When Air Marshal Sir W*A*QOQrtoa soess«|<pi JblP'

Uanhal Sir John Baldwin on ea^iy of the latter*s tear a aiaUsr lettw i

him ma circulated to all R*A»P* units in Baatem Air Oonaaod* I

gawe one handred per cent auppQrt to B*A*F*P*R*

mm
As oonaanding offioer is/o Dickson was gtanM fhoilities tgr Idid ^

CosBoander to attend all planning oonforenoos, end 
as "a raoult P*H* was id ft pbi^b^

to place all officers, in co-^eration with Comutchle and Hensser, in thS

place at the right time* We were thos able to giva the invasions of Algrhh,

and ̂ l^angoon eicoellent oovarage* In fact, P*R.O'a sere the first to land <oi Algfib ;

and Bamree, and they were also aoong the first to enter Bangotni*

H.0,0*s A3 Offi^-^nTAL

All oaiBeraaien aboold bo oocniasiottsd officers* India OOQBitand P*B* ●

Inaisted (m this and Mxqy had no N*0*0*a on their establistmeat*  Cbi oiaqy oocasioQs

the R*A*F*P1Lb Produotlcm Unit was handioaflped by having H«C*0*s as eafflarwnsn*

Their inability to mix with of floors militated agOinst their securing iosisdiato

faoilltiea*

■f j '

-A, .

i

X
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P>H« in South Bast Asia suffered as a result of ttte abovoi as offioers

SttODoned home when their aenrioea would have been tovalnable in Siogaporey

V

■/-

>
ms Bong and Indonesia* Al^ugh the Japs surrendered on Augnat 15» naqr

stories and idiotographa were missed as a rosulty^ of their rapid reoall to the
?■

,  In the case of Indoaesist where a *looal" war was still goliig this
-I'

notioeable* Bwen in peaoetimef it may he addedj the B«A*F« in South Bast

will alwe^ra provide good bzief» nev^ stoxies for hooetonn newapaporsy oore

aa the lada are eoatixnaUy fighting the oJiaate and tiie rigours of

. yV.'

iltXr:

paagLo* The moral effect on the peraonoel serving in the Shr Bast of aedhig

^graph in their loeal home newepaper - their parents sad relatlaas send tiun

huttings <● telling of their wortc and exploits in these distant parts is

'>iiliiMdlerable*

K

W04

W*m-:

K

■ S'

ms t

!TV
i

X suggest that a Territorial Heaerve of Offioers should be foxnsd now

Air Ulniatzy^ inolnding F.B.O's, Film Producers, dne and Still

to sot as a cadre for future csergenusT* These Offioers should

^pead at least 14 days per amum with fi»A*P« squadnas ao that ttiey mey beooBe

'I

■fj:

X' r

fully acquainted with the latest developments in airoraft and the resouroes

. UVailable to them for the ooUeotion and diaaemination of news and photographs
j

, pahlioifling the Service* Benspapers in thia country would be only too pleased to

'  oo^erate, aa the material obtained could be issued exolnaively to tiie Journals

eupluying these Offioers* Short-term auadliaiy ocaoissitaa might be granted to

young Journalists for training in B.A«F*F«B* work*

D*P*B* oculd prepare a list of suitable ea^ridnoed Officers who

●erred with distinotion in this war under his oonoand, and grant Territorial

OniaissimiB so that they eould be recalled to the Service in ease of amrgency*

These ejqperlenoed Offioers could be utilised to lead teanm made up from the

younger school, and the setmp in tiie various Oomaands should ba controlled direct

tor l>.P.R.Air Uimatzy*

I

it .. ..
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AIK lNH}EH<\T10n IN GEIKH
3

3

fUtMtioning of Infoibatiion in Oeylm has a iq>eoial intdrest aivl

piiHoanoe because of the unit^e position of the islancl as '

(1) A colony having spehini rights - ehioh are W besta^ on Gro«n .

Colonies (l*e« Snte Oennoil ̂ Hiioh^ftttti^is under Go^zn&c. and has

T
. *1-

i

f

. 4' *
f

having BD'  k

f
/ ■

poiiiieal tlW Wiih Indii^'^

(il) its onn GOiBoandhr^i2i4hltf ̂  nae'resp^ibie for the

ob-^tdinatien of ̂  Berdees undertaking the dajfwih' -cfr'd^lBa. ,

sas fu^ldcBi^ frm>india4 Cfeylm liaked b

L- mr
<y

L
■£ X-

!*::■-
I  .

.'t,-

ut

si iho'"8^ tiM siaintaiiiediiiis'v^'iMTiduaii^^ its oun~ gubUnationgj

■ ]La.’'OeTiOT iterleg rf inaia*fl Ifb^
\X \

I
1; ●). ...1 ■s.

so fbnea.

CflBasffidsrwiBhChi^ -his' A^ti^' staffoeniis^ng in :-

●'j»l« "Cel^' Bissoei^t ‘ itB. .'4' s^enl'J^ odeCisen«

sith'

as is

I

\> 2 Aahiivj-,

>
V*:

JBm
ipirll l^ih' o^ OM Lt» Gsi* ● I

i»d«Kp*IU (Xa^ 'oners'hbairo^Bsi':A

rf
V,\ 'i
/ 'j; .

'i.'’ i V A»'
Caoflon*

fhea Air iofornatin in S,S«A«0» lesai^ a aag^tb Ceylon

\$

m xisi nj^esiaill^ tt^ixaiod this lod'^ ooAdi&Mls o«i[^^iisatioip^.Biss^

liafiitieiAinS' ^ Sadia arrangeBsnt aid not *bejlion« 'Ita ilkt ti»

s^ QBtii his Isavisg OeyloB in February 19i!i5 ho still olahsed BifiEts as pnt

of his osn "set-iQ),”
f ● U t ■

Ti

i
^' j,y-

r?A, <i\V." I^*'

) /

J .

M

I

/'t: . .
jitters were more ooaplioatsd when the CoDBoanddis^ii^hief held intet>-servioe

:● .: i - . ● ●
soafeir^es e^id requested i^blLlsity for oertain events. His CFBO natuzUUy

' ' V . . ●●● ■ ■- ● <-

'  ' ' vndjertook this and this often led to'his visitiug airfiaide; ieio - oftoa oi^

atpleasani reshlts.

The irislciest situation arose over OCTSordhip, The Coassander-is^hief

had his own oensor ● a oivlllan - and the three servioe HiOB anted as advisers,

fhis meant that the servioe KBOs were virtually responsible for. their cm

sensorshlp so the press Censor never passed dny stdterlal \7lthout the * adviser*

first passing it as suitable for publioati<m« CFRO had ruledishat‘satter lanst

bo submitted to intelligenoe, a ruling thal meant that FBOs were largely

oontrolled by the local intelligenoe staff oonoerning stories they wished to

auholt to their own FR headquarters,

jliis system uao stopped so far as the BAF was <wflWi|3HM!ft If
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. A PB \r6rk In Ceylon oan be divided into three phases:

(a) ivhen the Jap threat ttss greatest* Stories of defease soheates

and training TTere 'written and issued and BLO had the job of keeping

up the morale of the Ceylonese - alnays a diffisult job*

(b) Interim period* Here Catalinas carried out great resoues Tifaioh

Mrere poblioised* Naval ommorshlp held up oaiQr of 'ttiese for several

sumths and PBO oaste ap against difficulty of gettiag aty assiatanoe

from Intelligenoe,

^o) Final phase of shipping strikes and sdning* More operational stories

nmr obtainable* About tids tinte too eadstenoe of bases on islands

In the Indian Ooean vias r^eased^ Naval oansozs htndqg had step on

m
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those long after E&P had agreed to their relsass*

:  Talks for All India Badio's soulAexn atatiim - Madras and Sriehiaopoly -

arranged from Oeylott in the absanoo of any BAF11^ farther aea^ tbn

r* These proved a useful scmroe of SAF Propaganda and the talks were

veeldty*

;.5^ So.ewi» attractiveness of maiy of the Ctylon airfields and ^ island
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fl^es i^ve mueh soopo for otne-photogxapfay and fxtm end of 1944 a photo-

nas attached to Air laformatioai QeyXon, for of this● >
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tbe w 70am tlip Direotorate of AftXio rwifltiaMi

a good doaX of outspoken oritioio% ttaa tho floor of tlM Houn

OODaoRo and in the coluoas of the and ftovioAialDwao»

Bkt oil refarenoes to tho Idreotoratd’a mtk trero adveroeigr orltlooj^

to a Hunker of oooaoiona «eU.«knocn wltere on air evkJootB eiq^artad
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WKtfc of tko various departaento* Moreover q^oesfloae In the fioueo

I'oooired a roi^ nkloh ooesilonad a Aartber apate of press

la dofoRcta of as »oU as in ^position to, the Oireetnate^i

roaprdlRg saltabilitsr or oeoeorshlpt

It is k^osslklo to sorvegr aoro tkia a softll seetioa of press and ’

MA^tax7 ooRcsent during the period of over Sit fears* A «sr|Srliti '
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heapfor viU k» suf^dat to Indleats tks At
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(1) apo*Offineorshlp VeHlag*

'(11, OveMaatloa In roepeot of weather oeottcnts*
(lU) Refusal to lasuo details oonoamlng eneo^ aotivi^

over Great Rrilalac
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X alM of JMillfl neltttto^ .

\

4

4

V
\

/
»

'. .●s’
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Ih addition, thsrs ma a good deal of oritioiRn, Akri dmo to tla*|

A
At Air Hiniatay policy tho vriting of hooks fyntmt tttiilUr’Jffsstjit

, ^ ssrring Air Anoo porsannei*
Vo? of these oiltioiBaB vent wiassMred hy otkar seetions of tts

while in Aurllaciant, ohan ptestlone relating to the oonstitatiaR,

tnalumuntB, struoture and policy of the variotts ftkllo Relatlosa ofgdllsatldns

nitkia the dnree Servioea oero asked, detailed InABaatldi tea payfriy^ifi
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lllalstiqr ● Saun and Ckmntxy ®»* ®»*«BpondiBg Hm ti «P9«iaita|tr

, warn Aatkt £250^000^ ocaot fiflorra mi boi»e avaUn^ at that tiaii

of Htut additinial pQreaiftoX had gpo^ ^ ̂  ̂mo SoTiemi Iht

Most

\ lur Omoo staff had beea Inoreasad ligr 2^| the Air Ul»iati7 V tte

:;daoiraXV hy At this tioo tits MinSstcy of lUhnaatiQB staff totaUod

'S^Wi on iaorsase of 149*
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f tbs «ur oonoemod osnsofsh^ Air IhteUigqiss tesn as Atitit
tMro the*1mint of titess attaftol» esd| as sar]y as S^to^a IMOj
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'didbhod hy ono national daily *ths i^atoey oensozship Aqptr|s«nt fhf
ttthiatlqr^s At that psriod of ths «sr A»Xi$ had  a staff sf thiMihi

y\s*.
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ms statoda in »irXiaaeDt» to ho sostlns ths &ta'
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»PW
' >Brti^po» aatnral that this dQsrtamti

fOttlns fOr BOOorilBr all laftrahtim i^otsd to ths ftssa
«^th th'■ f i Vi^lhiu^ I
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hsro olooM.oith tha lBtsrss.ts of assigpi^snMh^'^^^

:tihiOsrpia with tho ’otosy* olaowit in tiM Ihota issosii ^ ds^hmo sas
that it mo hotter to ery m ths-sids of ssvsrlV than to taks thi MoUstt

'.‘.'WUik of girhs tho eneqy any InfOroatioa of voitlo^
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A great deal of noaoense oas arittsn on the ttMoe of ^esalvo seooritf*
fihpo io a typieal peuraigrE^t tokoa firoa a pnolamt neirqpi^ in lyUi*

’♦When a Soroiee dmartoent dsiS mt mat to
laltonatioii it ttuspere ths nagie mrd *asdorl^ and
«iat is ths Old of it aU%

9m British lahllo it «as to a Praat that tod bsoi ftm

III omiy ssttso of the word fhr my ginaiatiaas^ «aa tosLiasd to aids with

ths asmyopors <m this issuot hat no foaBunt of orltiolsa ponmdsd ths Air
Ithdstcy to depm^ fxm 9m standovBs of sssurlty it hod sst itasSf*

9m IMS tfgiMd that ths idtosiiaing sf ths losettisa tf fsaisHS tahiato
I

in Oensasy ms polnttses^ Inn**™** aa ths <twsy not hs srara of tos tMgsts thii
had been hoohed* It ms mgsgested that retdoeme in aiaounoiig tQXgsts m

due to deolre to avoid the oritioiem of the leya&n etnxtegiato

By tho foUowlng yooi^$ hoffo/for^ a differeot note wot gnidfostsd in
f

Brms ceasDBiit* It ms not unoeoBoa for air osqawgoaaeBto to |nlss Mr

10i4stiy*s P«B«BlEmtmto sad to ooBsidn the eitholttiig liilil IM a

'r;giwi>t ̂ eUegatefci 1im-t
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l^ploal ®f tiia alocTijr chRndns attitoaoi**

"ffioj®?* the Air aialstry the scgpOar ccovlaiBt
that it refuaei to keleaoe iafonBatio&

ho hroi^sht* it has oIetsopb triad to tdl
tto ptihlio as fuUjr as pesolblo \shat the fimtl
Air ParcQ la dolBB* Althoq^ its mq^g
have oonetioos Initatod xas^ 2 hove almm
VMOgidsea its cpflawsirtlaftasaa on this vood miSim
of JttMioi^# ^ HIOIUTOI

KoiOjAic to further aws attocka on tho md^Jaot

yiiwi with a good ̂ ateiy* ansileg nnothar Joaraailst wotoi*
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"? ^ iHniatiy htona dims and «rs n«*»w a tmti
Jch ^ woiSc with thair PfiMlo Helatloio dopartoflJdTfS

hsvo pwvidoA 91aet Strsot with flxoSSSM sf
^Otnria the oir* And not OBOijrliloot strsot ^
prcoiittial pi««n and the OQitSqr
VqpMo ^ w Anwocieoa papara
Atgeatiiio and onttyahbrs e3j|^«

oaK thomdidMi
Id the {«siMa «r thi

Oconsatiag «a the Air lOaiatQr preoa ooafMaaBae« anthir joarntOlat

*Z thihl: that the Air lOaUtKy ouctagamm aotthdidi a
stondarA no thag oartaiiOy aot thu jaffe fw ST
MAtronMB hfttMBon Aie Sorvioos and StNos* Shv
art a Jpodoh of what anah hk«m^ hg*«

(t« Mift> artttoallar rotrtMd*
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About a pohr bafora the end of iho «ar laBuRvOf ●Shs Shaa* dovoted
tid oodMome to a detailed eaplcixation of tho dutlee of a P«B«0* tad Um
i' .

.^dntfton aa a lixds het»een Cotn^nraant and gooacBsd* Xhe(  ●
llit of'the aisuaents omzdcQred as foUonat*

5« iBBia, to datton oananA te ttem
potmM te the poople* aotc^ Am x>rB88» it la soctropily OHf^dte
>yy t» tow <0^ i»aia rf «MalBto b?S^4aal. eanmaenOjr digested end ari'anMa for mU wnoSsAn *.
g  liM tto^SwBtogTrf

●j. : of the 8ooflnuwhond» Bo reapobsiblo louraaliat gmi fonto

2? ™“»fl^to eprteewaan, hceei^ oooBOlontloua end dlSMBBlanato. *
W^the OKoortivo omoer lurtUQiap at .

^  ̂ ̂ oxiatad for gauratimo tataaaa thafffPf*—yhi eM the irass hove aiaaogB anahlad this teude inteicom to to
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!Ehese oonoantB reveal that, even after mera than five yeara* of
^WtihB under w&rtlcm conditions, the iresa

I  >ttaid the FiMio aelationa Offioisr with
# as a tdiole, eas etUI inaUnod to

a eartein amount of sospioiaiu

nnu«iHt «» mr «te "BuUjr &vnn<>, m lu i^ato oolsw. wmOf tm/m»

ifUl^/RrSnMma SarvlMe* teetmlaicSSg aelMdqg Mr BUleta' l> ’’■e. fgf I
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By the end of tho liOH«yi8r» the c«»t critical joiakioUati

havo been ready to admit that the eflreraeo P(fR»0* hs& wmd a ttS8ft& 9^608# *

* in fulfilling hia oi'i^inal funotioai* l*o«

t
V

f /I

r*'

liatsween Sopteiiib«sc, 131& “«4 /o^uot, 13i^, satdiliahM this f«#ttr-. *
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