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9th January, 1941
To:= Ce=in=Ce Army

General Guzzoni's mcmorandum
on the situation in Libya

'~ The sgituation on land:

After the loss of Bardia approximately the following forces arc still in
Libya:= 5 infantry divisions, penzer forces en route in strength of a further =
division, as well as other units of different brenches, which are not composed
into divisions,

These forces arc deployed as follows:=

In Tobruk: 1 division with scvercl other units (27,000 uen) cnd 300 guns.

In the Derna - Berta - iiechili area: 1 division relnforCod by artillery units
and 1 panzer brigade with a total of 20,000 men, 250 guns and 60 medium tanks.
In the Barce - Benghizi - igoedabia arca:s:  TWeak forces with little artillery.
In the Tripoli area: 3 divisions not up to full strength, and 1 armoured
division in formation. o

British forces in Egypt can be estimated at 350,000 mene . Of these there
are 2 armoured divisions and 3 infantry divisions in the Bardia area, between
Sollum, Sidi Omar, Bir el Hemza, Bir Belefara and Marsa Luchs Units have
been pushed forward towards Tobruks

The attack on all thrce land fronts would seem to be g01ng Olle
2 divisions in Bug Bug, 2 divisions in Mersa HMatruh, 1 division 100 km. cast
of Mersa Matruh, and the remainder still in Egypt..

Even if the supply of these units is difficult, there is still the pOSSl—
bility that this situation will be relieved for the British after the fall of
Tobruk, so that their advance in Cyrenaica may be slowed down, but can be
halted only with dlfflculty.

In splte of this it is not improbable that the British will be forced to
interrupt their advence at Tobruk or perhaps at Benghazi, owing to the
consmdnrable lengthening of their supply lines. Difficulties would be
increascd by a wide stretch of desert (about 600 km. from Agedabia to
Misutata) as well as by the lack of harbours between Benghazi and Tripoli,
harbours which would be indispensable for supply by sea.

Even if the British intended to continue their advance via Benghazi
without delay, they would be forced to pause for somc time ow1ng to terrain
and supply difficulties.

At the moment adequate supplies are arriving in Tripoli to reinforce
the 3 divisions there and to supply the panzer divisione In a few days the
transport of a further armoured division (Ariete - equipped only with light
tanks) and a motorised division (Trento) will begin, and these units can be
assembled about February 20the We will then dispose of sufficient reserves
to enable us to attack the British, whether they have halted in Cyrenaica or
continued their advance against Trlpolltanla, Furthermorc, this reserve
will enable us to prevent the British linking up with forces in Tunis, should
these forces have broken away from Vichy. o

As & whole, the situation is scriocus, but not s~ serinus as tn bo impossible,
The situation at ‘sea:

The loss of Bardia and the probably loss of Tobruk will naturally meke
the strategic situation at sea more unfavourable for us in the Mediterranean.
Even if Tobruk is of no great importance, it will still be an intermediary
station between Malta and Alexandria and a link in communication between
Malta and Crete. Tobruk would also make it easier for the British to-
communicate with the Gibraltar flect,

/In

~. 249129/FFE/11/48



24

In splte of everyth;ng, our Air Force must be taken 1nto conszderation
in further estimates of the great possibilities which have arisen for the
British fleets With the assistance of Fliegerkorpe X operating from
Tripoli, Sicily and if possible Pantellaria, it will still make life diffi-
cult for the British fleet in its harbours, and will be able to limit 1ts
freedom of movement.

‘Although our strateg&c inferiority at sea forces us to yleld the
_initiative to -the. Brltlsh, traffic. through the Sicilian- Narrows must still
be’ considered poasible, even though it is contlnually endangered and subject .
to certain 11m1tat10ns.', A .

Our situation will 1mprove after our two battleships are in action again
in Harch or April, and especially if it should be possible to occupy Gibraltar,
B whlch would naturally cause a complete change in our posztlon.

'

The situatlon 1n the air:

Exlstlng airflelds in Trlpolltanla and those still under constructlon,
the numerical relnforcement of our Air Force by the arrival of the German
- Fliegerkorps, and the return of the Italien air unit will enable our Air
Force to hold up the advance of armoured forces and to interrupt. the con-
struction of advanced British supply bases, This will incur a considerable
expendlture, which can be met however, by increased productlon, so that on
" the whole the strategic situation in the air will not sufiers

The 31tuatlon is, as has already been said, serious if not. desperate,
but it is not so desperate that the occupation of Cyrenalca and perhaps
Trlpolltanla also at a later date should be taken as a foregone corfclusions
It is indeed difficult to predict when this will heppens In any case it
. .would be expedient for OKW 4o order the Panzer Corps to be prepared.at onces
Final dispatch would depend on the situation in & monthtls times This.
period should be adequate for the preparation of the Corpss Should the
‘situation improve and the Panzer Corps or at least 1 division be prepared
before this time, its transport could be arranged between that of the above-
mentioned Ariete Armoured Division and that of the Trento Motorised Division.
This would be the qulckest method of building up an armoured formatlon of
such strength that it. could oppose the Britishe _ . .

. 8th January, T T
| © | | General Guzzonl o
General Guzzonl made the verbal addition to the report, that the Duce -
would be as grateful for an event which would render the operatlon of the
Panzer Corps unnecessary as he would for its preparation, and this
contlngency might still be expected even todayes General Guzzoni repeated

that the obligation to operate in any case should by no means arise from -
mere preparatlon. : e

" German Military »Attaohé in Rome

~ . 9th January, 1941
Toi= Ce=in=C, Army ,
OKH Coinment on General Guzzoni's memorandum
The estimate of the situation in the~memorendum of the UﬁderASeoretany
of State of the War Ministry, General Guzzoni, dogs not differ essentially
from the estimate of the situation issued.on. 6th. Januany, A%,

However, the dlsp031tlon of forces in Nbrth Africa 1s dlfferent,

, /according
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according to General Guzzoni, and is indeed less favourable than that issued
to the Military Attaché in Rome and that estimated in No. 24/41 Secret Orders
of 6th January, 1941. Apparently General Guzzoni had not been correctly
informed regarding the actual disposition of forces, The figure of 550 guns
naned for Tobruk and the area around Dernme probably includes numerous anbi-
tonk, anti-aircraft and infantry gunse The figure of 60 riediwa tanks around
Derna cannot be accurate. It should be at least 150, unless in opposition
to earlier Italian reports, heavy Italian losses have bcen sustained.

According to earlier reports there are not 3 (incomplete) divisions in
Iripolitania, but 4 divisionss If one of these 4 divisions had been - trans-
ferred to Cyrenaica, then one more division should appear there. 1 armoured -
division in the process of formation was reported by the Italian Army General
Staff Military Attaché in Rome (on 26th Decomber, 1940 and 2nd January, -1941),
and not as General Guzzoni said in the process of formetion in the Tripoli
areas  Furthermore, the Italian General Staff reported 1 mixed division-in
the Derna area on 20th December, 1940, which is not mentioned in General
Guzzoni's rcports 1 ’ ‘

General Guzzoni's description of enemy forces is corrccet on the wholes
However, the British have only 1 armoured division. 2 British reconnaissance
reégiments (armoured reconnaissance cars) have probably been taken as the
second armoured division by the Italians.

~Air Force:

It appears that a reinforcement of the Libyan air force by 300 aircraft
(estimated 150 ~ 200 available) is not possible owing to accomodation, repair
and equipment difficulties in Tripolitania., A large number of the aircraft
already operational in Libya will probably be replaced and reinforced to a
certain extent. ) : S : '

According to Bfitish-radio reports it appears possible that for the time
being the British offensive in Libya will not extend to Cyrenaica, but that
the next large scale operation will be directed ageinst Italian East Africa. )

HeQu y 17th January, 1941
To:= Army General Staff, Opcrations Division . ,

Subject:= Use of poison gas by the Italians

During the Abyssinian Wer the Italisns owed. the greater part of their
success against the natives to the use of gas, cspecially mustard gass

I do not know whether the Italians are at present considering using .
this weapon, especially if Abyssinia and Italian East Africae are threatened
by the Britishe | IR

The former Director of Italian Chemical Warfare, General
Ricchetti, hinted quite bluntly in service conferences that Italy had used
gas to great advantege in Africe and was preparing to proceed similarly in a
future war. ' )

In viow of the extent of the present war, however, the use of gas in.
Africa would doubtless result in considerable conplications, which would

hardly limit themselves to Africa.

It is thereforc suggested that‘Italiah intentions concerning this
subject be clarified and that OKW be approached in any event., - ‘

Ge0.Ce Chemical Warfare Units
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BT ) v+ 22nd Janvary, 1941
Toﬂ-OKW -

In view: of the increasingly close cooperatlon between ‘the German and

Capny

”ft;Iﬁallan forces,. OKH considers necessary an understandlng wath Italy about

‘fftthe possible use of ohemlcal war materlals.’

If Italy should deolde to use-gas - perhaps in Bast Africe = - limitation
~to this theatre of operations cannot be expected, rather would the consequence
‘lgbe a general use of chemlcal war. materials by both 31des.v," : -

A prpvxslonal understandlng w1th Italy is therefore suggested.

.15; In the oplnion of. OKH the Itallans should be allowed to use gas only

' M?when “the: German.azmed forces have been glven 31m11ar orders.

R "'4‘,.

- Halder .

To:~ OKW and OKH . . R
’Report Trem Rome: |

: At midday on 29th January General Guzzona made the followmng statements
to me: . ) . B

1s - Albanla" "The 81tuat10n has further 1mproved so. that I cen state that
the danger of a Greek breakthrough no 1onger existse:. We now-have enough .

reserves to permit us to underteke counter-attacks w1th limited objectives
in placess If, however, the possibility of further successes should arlse

' from these small scale attacks we will exploit the opportunity. and, if

]ocoas1on arises, “take the. offensive in the centre:of the front, where the
majority: of relnforoements are 31tuated, in aceordance with the plan
Vdeveloped at Obersalzberg. It is also possible to reach Korca via Ponte
Beratis The arrival in March of a German Mountain Division is still desir=
able to us in every way; it is all the more welcome now thet it is not
requlred in order to. repel a breakthrough, but to fight in the same theatre
- .of operatlons in the coming offen51ve. I have been. expressly authorised
to make this statements : ’ ' '

2e ~.In L1bya~ The: British are attacking our fortlflcatlons at Derna and
to. the souths We nmust not have any illusions and hope for a successful
'dcfenoe, since the ‘British w1th their numerous motorised forces. can encircle
the position from the south and. capture ite It appears very doubtful
whether any. part of these forces cen be saved for the defence of Trlpolltanla
which is being organased at present.._ With the present forces we can only
defend ‘a fortified camp (Canpo Trincerato) at the city of Tripolis, The
fortifications whlch face west and which extend up to the line Nalut - Zuara,
are included in thls camp, while towards the east only a much smaller sector
" can be relnforced with field fortmflcatlons.. ‘To ny.-question whether there

~ was ho provision made on the western border of the Sirte Desert for the
defence of Tripolitenia, General Guzzoni replied that there were naturaelly

., a few advanced units there, but that these too were threatened with

" encirclement from the south, so that everything depended on the defence of

: Tr1p011 Oasiss I .then pointed out that this would not prevent the British
- passing ‘Tripoli to the south and reaching the Tunisien border, thus estab-
lishing contact with French North Africas Genersl Guzzoni thereupon -
expounded the follow;ng train. of thought:. once the British have occupied
Cyrenaica - they ney either be. satlsfied with this and cease further thrusts
to the west, ‘or continue the offensive, which will naturally be all the

- more difficult the stronger the orgenisation of the defence of Tripolis

. I am of 'the opinlon that 1t is no% possable for thc Brltlsh to carry the

/offensmve
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5e .
offensive through the Sirte Descrt to Tripolitania without large scale
preparations, so that there is still time to improve the defencec of
Tripolitanias I do not know yct the details of Marshal Grazieni's plan
for the defence of Tripolitania. I will inform you as soon as these plans -
have been subnitteds Hitherto there has only been a plan to defend
Tripolitania from the west, as we had not expected a British attack fron-
the easte Almost all of the Ariete Arnmoured Division has arrived, but at
present disposes of only light 3 T tanks. All completed mediun tanks will
be sent to this division to improve its efficiency. General Guzzoni further- -
more cxpressed his great rcgret that the two German steemships (Ingo and -
Duisburg) had fallcn victinm to a British air and torpedo attack, while only
one Italian steamship carrying food had been sunk. As soon as he had been
inf'ormed of this British attack he had immediately discussed with the Chief
of Naval Staff and the Chief of Air Force General Staff methods by which
transports could be more efficiently safeguardeds The difficulty of
providing cover for transports is due to the fact that the range of fighters
based on Pantellaria does not overlap with that of fighters based on Tripoli,
so that there is an area between the two which cannot be covered by fighters. .
In future, transport movements will be arranged so that shipping will pass
through‘thiS'especially dangerous zone only at night.

It appeared to him most important that Malta should be continuously
attacked from the air during the next few days with a view to inflicting
damage on the British air force and naval units based there, so rendering
air and sea attacks from Malta more difficulte

The German High Command mey rest assured that the Italians will make
every effort to safeguard transports.

My attitude to these points is as follows:

1« I agree with the opinion that the situation in Albania has further
improveds Apparently an extensive success is ‘hoped for from the counter-
attacks in the centre of the front, and this has been 1nt1mated during the
last two days by heavy air cperatlons.

2o If the British are not contcent with the conquest of Cyrenalca, but also
wish to teke Tripolitania, it will be most favourable for them to continue

the offensive as soon as the supply situation permits, as they know that there -
are only weak forces in Tripolitania at present and that if they wait for any
length of time the hot season will prevent large scale operations in North
Africa. For an effective defence of Tripolitania a mobile unit, capable of
teking offensive action, is necessary. This unit must be able to seck out
and attack British forces attempting to encircle the Ttalian defence from

the southe: ‘f

Defence of the city of Tripoli alone has little value for the further
conduct of the war and does not justify operations by Germen forcess :

Rintelen

, , 18t February, 1941
To:- General von Rintelen, Rome

Funk's oral report on the situation and plans in Nbrth Africa makes it.
appear doubtful whether there is still any sense at all in sendlng the
defence force to Tripoli.

If Mershal Grazieni is only in a position to defend Tripoli itself w1th
his forces, then an additional German unit would be useless. Tripoli alone
cannot be held for any length of tinme, as sea communication will be interrupted
and the Itelian Air Force will lose their bases in North Africa. The
condition for Germen assistance on land is thorefore existence of the

/intention
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intention and possibility of holding Tripolitaniae  If the Funk defence :f‘orce
is not- adequate for this and if, -in the- opinion of ‘the ‘Ttalisan High Command,
a panzer unit is necessary, consideration nust be given to the fact that '
th:.s um.t ca.nnot be in Tripoli- ‘before the end of Aprll. o

- The Italian High Connand is therefore required to subnit wr:.ttcn answers
to the f'ollow:.ng quest:.ons so - that the Fuehrer ‘may meke his decn.s:.one' :

'h What 1nstruct10ns has Marshai G-raz:.am. for the further: ‘conduct of. opera.-
""" tions, and he'w does he intend to carry them ou‘b‘?
2, For how long does Mershal Graz:.am. th:.nk he: w:.ll be a.ble to hold out in
w Cyrena:r.ca, if Br:n.#lsh pressure cont:.nues?

3° When can’ & re:.nforcenent worth nentn.on:.ng be expected for the I‘bal:.a.n
Air Forc‘e" in’ North Afrlca‘ Wh:.oh at present is supposed to have only 80 - 100
‘erv:l.eeable a.ii'craft?

#ilpy't T Is there any J.ntent:.on of delay:.ng - further advanee of t‘he Br:.tish base
‘along the eoas‘b by us:.ng naval forces?

© 5 If ’che Bri’t:.sh have s’c:.ll not broken into Tr:.poln.tam.a by the ine the
~ Ariete-and Trento Divisions and’the Funk defence force are ready for action,
will these forces be adequate for ‘the defence of Trn.pol:.tam.a, or 1s thu.s -
1r1poss:|.ble without strong: panzer f‘orces? ‘ :
“An immediate answer to these quest:.ons is requlred, f:Lrst .An brief by
“teléprinter, and then a wrltten reply Wlth comments ‘by General von R:Lntelen
personally. :

Ce et BT Lt Ghief of OKW

. ’
vl o ) —— T S T oo P

N L. et -
P LA

Toi= Army Genera'l- Staff 5 Opera.tions Division, o o

The General’ Staff of the Italian Armed Forces reports that at present
there is no a.ntention of usz.ng chem1ca1 war nater:nals. . ,

Cd

e 3rd Februhry, 1941
T.O:" OKH e N o

PR

Report from M:.la.tary Attaohé in Rome.

+-Summary: of Greneral Guzzgoni's reply to quest:,on,s of. Oh:.ef of .OKW =

1. " In faoe of‘ Jchrea.‘l:ened en01rclement from the south, Graz:\.ana. will
withdraw his forces from Cyrenaicas

' 2‘; It is not poesible to put up resistance for any length of time.

- 30 . The (Itala.an) Air Force has already been reinforced and will
‘ - receive further aircraft (present strength'is 90bombezs and 130 f:.gh‘bers)
50 o Coneiders ;iefence pos‘sible w::.th forces h:.therto prov:.ded.

"I have Pequested that the reply:to 1. be expanded to.include Tripolitania
~‘and am still waa.ting for this answer, General Guzzoni is with the Duce-in
! Apulia; Grazn.a.m. mll -set. ou’o frcm C‘yrena:.ca to Sn.rte today. SRS

P R T PO ! RIS Y RS -
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Ficld H.Q.

' ’ i 5th February, 1941
To:- OKW Operations Staff : C

Subject:= The conduct of Gernan troops in Italian theatres of operations.

The German troops fighting shoulder to shoulder with our allies in the
Medlterranean nust realise thelr great nilitary and political duty.

They are destined to gmve valuable nilitary end psychologlcal agsistance
to our allies who are fighting against strong enemy superiority in all theatres .
and who are, owing to the llnlted Itallan war econony, inadequately eqquped
with modern weaponse

Although justifiably proud of their worth and efficiency, they must not
display eny kind of, hurtful arrogance whatsoevers - They nust gain the respect
and recognition of our allies solely by their deeds, by thelr model dlsclpllne
and bravery and by their military c&pabllltles. .

In agreenent with the Italian Armed Services General Staff the followzng o
principles regarding the operation of German troops are in force:

1+ The German troops in Libya (and if occasion arises, in- Albanla) are-
tactically directly subordinate to the present Italian Cormander in Chief in
this theatres In other respects they are subordinate to the Commander in
Chief of the Army, who will maintain contact with the local Itallan comnanders
through liaison officers. '

2¢ They may be used only as one unit of at least a division.. Exceptlons are
pernissible only if, in the opinion of the German cormander, the German troops
. are directly threatened before complete assenbly, or if a crisis should arise

which, if not settled, could result in the loss of the entire theatre of '
- operations.

3¢ If the Germen unit is sent into action accordlng to plan, it nust be as
a unit under the orders of the German cormander and may not be distrlbuted
over verious sectors of the battle front.

Ly If the German forces should be given an order, the execution of which in
the opinion of their cormender would lead only to failure and would thus
prejudice the reputation of the Germen forces, it is the German commander's
right and duty to obtain my decision through the Commander in Chief of the
Army, by informing the German general at Comando Supremos

5e ¢ Fliegerkorps X remains subordinated to the Commender in Chief of the -
Luftweffe, Reichsmarschall Goering, and will carry out its orders in accord-
ance with his dlrectlons in close -cooperation with all relevant Itallan ,
authoritiess

Adolf Hitler ,

A Field H.sQ., 6th February, 1941
To:~ Ce in Ce Army

Subject:= Operation Sonnenblume

The Fuehfer has made the following decisions:

1s  In order to support the Italians' defensive battle in Libya before the
arrival of German army units, and in addition to eliminating the R.A.F. in
Malta, the Luftwaffe will carry out the following tasks with forces avallable
in Southern Italy, in accordanoe with more detalled 1nstructions from Ce in Ce-
Luftwaffe:

/(=)
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(a) Attack British supply transports along the Nbrth African coast.
{v) “Attack éneny forces advancing to the west in Cyrena;ca. -

(¢) Destroy by using all possible forces and the heaviest bombs
concentrations of enemy armoured and motorised units nov1ng in,
: and advanclng across western Cyrenalcao

s Luftwaffe units Wlth thelr own flghter and flak defence forces
. may be transferred to North Africa for’ ihis operation - if- necessary
.formations operating agalnst England may also be withdrawne The
G ;fneoessary tranSports will be. incorporeated into the present
S trangport service according to developments in the situation;-so
that the defence force may be brought over.

. The Luftwaffe, 1n cooperatlon,W1th the Itallan.Aar Force and the Itallan

‘“'Naval G Ce ‘Catania,’ has the further task of protecting German sea .

"transportl? ludlng embarkatlon and’ dlsembarkatlon) against enemy air and
naval forcess Air defence units of the German defence force w111 temporarily
npart;01pate in thls - operations : :

Ce in Ce Navy end C. in G. Luftwaffe will make dlrect arrangements for

" . the equlpment of transport vessels with A.A. weapons.. ,
e In order o prevent confusmon between Brltlsh and Itallan submarines, -the
German General €t. Comando . Supremo will moke. arrengements so that Italian -
submarlnes keep clear of this sea area for the duration of the sea transport
0perat10n. He will also suggest to Italian Command that the Naval C. in C.
Catania have greater freedom in operatlng his forces (Fllegerkorps X propose

g *thls t; take cooperatlon between Itallan naval forces and the Luf twaffe
easier .« . . o - . o .

3 Transport of the army unlts being sont to leya is to be begun and
carried out as qulckly as possibles The unit is to come under thd command
of a’German general for the:purpose of later incorporation. with Italian faste-
moving forces, and "is to ‘be relnforced with panzer:Porces .(about 1. ‘regiment
" %o bégin w1th) until such incorporations Later relnforcement of the unlt by
a. panzer d1v1310n strengthened ng defence forces is intendecd.

C. in' Gs Luftwaffe 1s‘nak1ng preparatlons for the Luftwaffc to glve
dlrect support to the operatlons later. .

: .‘n
t

b Ce in Ce Luftwaffe is requested to meke preparatlons for the p0331b111ty
that sea transports ‘to Tripoli may of necessity be replaced by available

~ Luftwaffe transport units.. The withdrawal of III/K.G.z.b.V. 1 from opera-
tions in Albania is. explalned to the Itallan Comnand.~ .. . :

5¢ = The German general at Comando Supremo is empowered to make the neoessany
local decisions regarding the commencement and sequence of the transport of
German forces: from Southern Italy to North Africa within the bounds of orders .
issued and according to the development of the 31tuat10n~

unit commands will detach the requlslte liaison officers for this
work if the- nece531ty ariscs. :

h All moeasures taken are to be reporteds

K51tel,
Chief" of OKW

T . 11%h February, 1941
- Arny General Staff, Qperations Division P ) :

' The report that the General Staff of the Italian Armed Foroes "has no
4 /intention
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~accordance with these general directionse

- 9,

intention at present" of using chemical war nmeterials is not adequates = . -
It is thercfore suggested that we demand that Italy will in no c1rcumstances :
use gas without informing us in time, so that sinultaneous German measures

- may be possible,

In view of the alliance between Germany and Italy any use of gas by '
one partner will effect the other.

If therefore gas should be used, thlS use nust be settled by ﬂutual
agreenent, sc that a decisive victory may be gaineds Otherwise only pin=
pricks will be achieved, which will not result in any sort of. advantage
for the homeland.

- Ge0sCe Chemical Wérfare'Units

12th February, 1941
To:= OKH Operations Division

On the evening of the 10th General Gandin showed me the Duce's alrectxve 3
regarding the conduct of operations in Tripolitania, which I surnarise as
follows: _ .

"4, = The defence of Trlpolltanla nust not be carried out in the Tripoli area,
but as far forward as possible, so that our airficlds may be protected and the
British held as far away as possible from our supply harbours Operatlons'

" nust be carried out in positions at a sufficient distance fron Tr1p011 to

conipel the British to fight Wlth the desert in the reare

2¢  Leave a fow units (border patrol and non-mobile fornatlons) in Trxpoll
itself to safeguard the west fronte Send in infantry units to defend
pOSltlonS selected by you and to block the coastal road and its exits.

36 ‘German and Italien notorised units rust be used as far as posslble as. a
single lelSlon, and’ for the time being will carry out offensive delaylng
operations in the Sirte area. = Every opportunity to go over to the offensive"

and to cause the British as heavy losses as possible is. to be exploztcd..' In‘A‘ 

the second phase of the action thes¢ units are to be used as reserves in

positions selected by you so that they may act upon the enemy flank and rear.?lilr

4s The importance of the Zella and Secna oases in the Sirte area ﬁuét be
taken into account, as British -encircling movements from this reglon could .
result in our forces being trapped. ' -

5¢ I consider the probability of active partlclpatlon by forces from Tunls ,
and the south as slight. In view of the whole internal situation in France:
and in consideration of the pressure which Germany and Italy can bring to
bear on French soil, I consider it improbeble that the de Gaullists will |
undertake large scale attacks against yous However, should sizeable attacks -

~ be made by de Gaullist troops = and only in this instence - you may use part

of the motorised forces (still as one unit) to carry out an effective defence, -

6e - I direct your attention to the possibility of British 1and1ngs. It is
essential that measures for coastal surveillance be taken and that minefields

- be provided for coastal defence, especially in the Misurata - qus_area.

7+  Air Force attacks on important Cyrenaican naval bases must be continued-
in the greatest possible strengths This will slow down the advance of the
British, who need the naval bases of Benghazi and Derna for the contlnuatzon :
of the offen31ve towards the wests :

8, I expect your orders for the defence of Tripolmtanla to be issued in

-

Mussolini" )
o /In.
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“In reply to my questlon, General Gandin, informed me that the ngh

. Command in Libya had received telegraphic instructions which once more

eophasised that defence must lie to ‘the southeeast of ‘Misuratas However,
it appears from a report from Heggenreiner that Grazxanl, who has not yet

rellnqulshed conmand, has hitherto not put into effect the Duce's instructions.

Thls mornlng (11th February) General Rormel was received by General
Guzzoni.» General Gandin and I were also present. General Guzzoni spoke
as‘follows: o - T A

.- ’_

‘ "By drder of the Duce” I welcome the commander ‘of the German tr00ps
prov1ded for Libyas The Duce's instructions regardlng the conduct of- opera=-
tions in Tripolitania comply with the Fuehrer's opinion that the defence nust
be advanced far enough to the east to leave sufficient room for the operations
of a strong Air Force, and also to keep the British in the desert.: The first
line of defence lies at Sirte; the main defence will be carried out at

- Misuratae: Infantry divisions will be despatched to the east tomorrow.
- Graziani, who is now relinquishing cormand to Gariboldi, was of the opinion

that there are more favourable tactical positions between.Mlsurata and Homs.
His obpjection to advancing defence further to the east was however not
recognised. On 12th February, I will send General Roatta to Tripoli to
supervise the carrying out-of the Duce's instructions. The next few weeks

- will bring about a serious crisis until we succeed in building up an effective

defence and in forming a mobile motorised groups  During this period the.Air

?[Force will bear the brunt of- defen31ve operationss;: Today I instructed the
. " Chief of Air Force General Staff, General Pricolo, to carry out the following

thrée. tasks with the Italian Air "Force in cooperation with Fliegerkorps .X:
air attacks against Malta and Benghazi, and against goncentrations and

}

General Romnel is. requested to acqualnt hlnself w1th the 51tuat10n and
as a proven leader of panzer units. %o nake his.advice available to the
Cormender in Chief, Geneéral Gariboldi.- “As’ soon as active units of the
German deflence foree arrive, 'd nobile group will be formed .under the cormand
of" General Rormels  Italian mobile formations (hltherto only the. Ariete

,Arnoured Divisien;: to which the I Medium Tanks ,Battalion is now bemng sent) -
ﬁ Wwill “be Subordlnated to this group. . :

- The Duce~w1shes to speak to Generaliﬁonmel.personaliy aftervne:has

" acquainted himself with the situation,

If 1t beuomes clear in the course of* the next few days that Trlpolltanla
cannot be held, I will be the first to adnit: that it is not worth sending -
German units to Libya only to be captured by the enemye The prestige of the
Gernan Arny forbids this and it is also not in keeping with Italian conduct
of the waro. = On, this point my .opinion coincides with that of the Duces
However, I.am absolutely confldent that . the cr1s1s w111 be successfully
overcones " : : .. . :

General Romnel and. I agreed with these statements made by General Guzzonl.
It remeins to be seen whether there is still enough time %o carry out the
neasures which have been decided one

L3

On fthe afternoon of ‘the 11th, General Rommel will fly to Catanla to ..
confer with G.0.C. .Fliegerkorps X and will then proceed to Tripoli on the 12ths

Rintelen

' 16th February, 1941
To:- C. in C. Itallan troops in leya General Gariboldi

"In con31derat10n of the favourable development in the s1tuat10n, the -
arrival of the flrst German troops at the front (Sirte), and of the excellent

/condition

O 2
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condition of Italian troops, and also as a rcsult of ny ?ersQnal observations
on the ground and fron the air, I beg to subnit the following suggestions in
brief to Your Excellency: ' , o 2 '

1«  Conduct of the defensive. battle in Libya:

Main defensive effort along the coastal strip Nofila, Sirte, Bucrats
Mobile operations betwoen Nofila and Sirte (towns excluded)s  The rost -
stubborn defence will be carried out in the area around Sirtc and along the -
coast on both sides of the coastal road as far as Buerat, so that enemy
forces attenpting encirclement from the south will not be able to link up
with encry forces which may be landed by sea to cut off part of the Sirte -
Buerat position. Strong fast-moving units will be held ready in the area
of Buerat end to the west for offensive operations in the defensive battle.

Defence of the oases:

Zella, the oasis group Uaddan, Hun, Socna, as wcll as the oases of
Buetla and Bu Ngem. . ' S

Gerrisons in the passes at Iefren, Garian, Tarhuna, Homs and also in
the fortress of Tripoli. S

Weak occupation of the French Coloniel Empire frontier, as hitherto.

At least § of all available forces should be used on the Sirte - Buerat
front and at the oasis south of Buerat. Concentrated operations by.all air
forces available in Libya should also bec carried out in this area. -

2,  Proposal for the conduct of the defensive battlc in the Sirte sector
until the arrival of ‘considerable Germen and Italian ‘reinforcements:

As has already been the case in the last few days, concentrated opera-
tions by ell available air forces appcar especially essential during the -
next few weeks to destroy all British battlc units within rcach, especially
armoured formations, and to prevent the establishment of supply bases.
Measures are being prepared for cooperation in this field between German air
forces under my command and Italian forces. A battle unit consisting of
Armoured Reconnaissance Unit 3, Anti-tank Unit 39, and one Italian motorised
unit (which has alrcady beeh used cast of Sirte) under the command of the -
0.C. Armoured Reconnaissance Unit will be scnt out in front of the line of
the Ttalian divisions already in, or moving into position, (Pavia in area
around Sirte, Bologna east of Temd Hassan, Ariete Armoured Division in = -
Buerat area), with orders to make and meintain contact with the enemy , and: to
reconnoitre the coastal strip extending 50 km. inland towards . the east; ~the
bulk of this force will prepare to repulse weak units in the Nofila area,
but will maeke a fighting withdrawal on to the Italian!position at Sirte in
face of stronger enemy forces or threatened encirclement. o

- It is proposed that this formation cooperate with Air Forcc units,

The coastal strip Sirtc, Tmed, Hassan, Buerat, will be effectively
defended by the Pavia and Bologna Divisions and the Ariete Armoured Division
for the time being., As soon as possible the Ariete Division will be replaced
by an infantry division, thus making a panzer division available for offensive
operation in cooperation with German troops, for the conduct of the dcfensive

" battle in the Sirte sector.

Consolidation of the Sirte position by labour battalions using barricades
and obstacles, which will be brought up by sea if circumstances permit.. o

Defénce of the Zella 6asis, but above all of the Uaddaﬁ, ﬁun; Socna;'Bu
Etla and Bu Ngem oases." - - .

e ‘ , /Consolidation
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' 3‘QOhadlidaﬁidﬁfuf»pbsitipﬁu: ;use of'mines,‘

Desert routes leading to the east will be blocked to civilian traffic
because. of the danger of mines., A public announcement- appears usefull
Presence of panzer units in the oasis groups to be simulated by the
erectlon of dunmlcs (to be . changed dally to different forms and p051t10ns)
, g clrcumstances permlt tho operatlon of' a further le1810h w111 be
‘*considercd 1n thc area around Bu Etla and Bu Ngem.

3. 5 Organlsatlon of supply I suggest that all Supplles should be brought

) up %o the. Sirté sector in small. coastal. vessels escorted by Italian naval
”:unlts, and that” supply bases . should be formed there for individuel divisions,
“which will cnable them to.operate for several days wuthout belng supplied by
land or sca. .

be I suggest that all eneny. rcports or situation reports concernlng the
above should be conipared as qulckly as possibles

Rormel

oo . ST e ‘fFieid H.Q.,'19€ﬁ Fébruary, 1941
Tos— C. in C. Arny . : '

.éﬂsubgect-- -Operatlon Sbnhehblhme o

Tho Fuehrer reaohed the followmng decisions on 18th- February

1s The Gernan forces in Afrlca subordlnatod to General Rmmﬂel w:ll receive
‘ the ‘naue 'Gernan Afrlca Corps' with imacdiate effect. : .

2. OKH w111 arrange transport to Trlpolltanla of. a full panzer lelson - in
addition to the 5th Light Division and its panzer reg1n°nt - to relnforce the
Gernan Afrlca Corps. . : . ; i

Chief of OKW =~ ...

HfQ},’OKH, 1st March, 1941
Tos Fleld.Marshal Keltel ' ' '

. The- employnent of furthcr Itollan forces in the Libyan theatre of .
operations-intended by Italy, and the preparation cf the neccssary equiptient
has, according to reports recéived here; lead to General Guzzoni requesting
Gencral von Rintelen to send as soon as possible 3,000 captured French
- vehicles and tanks, the prospect o¢f which had apparently been held out to
- hin at one tLle. e

' Thls denand brlngs forward onceé nmore the problen of the Vehlcle
situations. While we make every effort to economise so that the nccessary
vehicles nay be prepared for Operation Barbarossa and 'so ‘that in addition
our troops in Libya, or those to be sent to Libya may be equipped, I cannot
help having the impression that the Italiens are behaving véry differently.
I have the impression rather that as regards vehicles the Italians are
counting too much on the combined resources and do nét realise that for
thein part all vehicles must also be withdrewn from their sécondary fronts,
especially those of the forces based in the Po Plain, 1n order to cover
requirenents in Albania and Libya. ‘ . S

The Italians apparently rely on the assistance of their great elly and
do not seen to understend that thoy must first help thenselves in this

‘ /respect
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respect by all possible effortss Also I cannot perceive whether, perhaps,
every possible vehicle has been drawn from Itelian private circles and
agriculture, thus causing a bottleneck, as has happened in our case.

I am bringing this question to the attention of OKW and urgently request

. that the necessities which have ariscn be made as clear as possible to our
glliess If, in addition to the requirements of Operation Barbarossa, we also
equip units reserved for Libya with vehicles, this will represent our utmost
capacitys  The Italians will have to help themselves, and will certainly be -
capablc of doing so if they proceed with vigour cqual to ours. ~

Halder S
Chief of the General Staff

Field H.Q., 3rd April, 1941
To:= Army General Staff, Operations Division

Subject:- Operation Sonncnblume
The Fuehrer reached the following decisions on 2nd April:

1s  For the time being the main task of the German Africa Corps is still to
defend positions reached and to hold down as great a part as possible of
the British forces in North Africa.

The resultant offensivc operations with limited objectives may not be
cxpanded further than weak forces permit beforc the arrival of the 15th Panzer
Division, ~Above all an endangering of the open right flank, which would
necessarily arise in the case of a pivot movement in a northerly direction on
Benghazi, must be avoided. '

2e  Even after the arrivel of the 15th Panszcer Division, an extensive operation
with Tobruk as thc objective cannot be undertaken for the time being. .

The commitments in other theatres of operations of the bulk of -
Fliegerkorps X and of Italian forces which cannot be further motorised at
present will not permit an extension of objectives before the autumn of 1941.

A change in these plans could be considered only if the bulk of British
armoured forces were withdrawn from Cyrenaicas New neasures are being kept
in reserve for this eventuality. "

3« Cooperation with Italy will remein limited for the time being to the
subordination, if necessary, of an additional nmotorised division (102nd) to
the German Africa Corps, in addition to those forces already under Africa
Corps command. ‘

New coordination is being held in reserve for a large scale offensive
laters '

e  The German general at Comando Supremo  is requested to obtain Italian
High Command agreenent to these principles.

Keitel, . F
Chief of OKW ‘

| 14h April, 1941
To:= OKH Operations Staff

The following was decided at a talk with General Guzzoni on the af ternoon
of 13th April. : - . .

| , /(1)
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(3) Operatlons in leya'

" Nf Geéneral Guzzoni gave ne the glst of an order to GaH.Q. of* the Arny Group

“int leya, which has yet to receive the approval of thé. Duce, which provides
for & pause in the offensive when the Sollum area is reached, so that” .
reinforcements of personnel, material and supplies for a further advance may
be brought upe Occupation of the ocases Girabub and Xiva will be recommended,

- 80 that the offen51ve nay be placed on a broader basiss

~

NS i g

Preparations for the continuation of the offensive in the spring are to
be accelerated, so that the best use may be made of favourable strateglc'
positionss . As the Italian fleet in the Eastern Mediterranean area is unable
to operate, it will be necessary. to strengthen tho Luftwaffe, and if possible
Fllegerkorps X in Cyrenaica also. '

The German ‘géneral at Comando Supremo

e T B : | - 44th April, 1941

_',Afr’iéél"bbi'ps sen't' the 'folloWing' by radio:=

S

~

Tos=- Army‘General Staff, Operations Division - ™ - &’

"Contlnuaflon of operatlons in the immediate proxlmlty of the‘Brltlsh
naval base will, as has already happened on April 10th and 11th, result in
further partlclpatlon by units of the British flecét in the fighting on land.
In this case Army defensive measurces arc not available, In addition, combat

“units s ‘well as supply services arc tied down to the coastal road, so that

if further activity by the British fleet proceeds undisturbed,operations ey
be endangereds.  Full ‘scale operation of the Italian Naevy to. ;patrol the
coastal area especially with destroyers and submarines, must be demandeds : .
However, the best measure would be a timely blow by the Luftwaffe at jumping=

" '6ff harbourse Increased transfer of Fllegerkorps X bomber units to eastern

Cyrenaica would bg the most favourable step in this direction. At the same
- time this would present the best opportunlty of settling all offensive
“operations in the eastern Mediterranesn area. Further decision regarding
the Itallan Navy and the Luftwaffe is urgently requlred as soon as poss1ble.

'

I replled as follows'

"{, Have submitted your requests for support of operations by the fleet and
“the Luftwaffe to the. Italian and German OKW. The Itallan fleet is net able

superiority of British naval units in the castern Mediterranean.

2.  OKW wires: 0w1ng to the fact that the bulk of Fliegerkorps X is heLd:

- down by operations against Greece, expanded and increased cover for the

Germen Africa Corps will be provided by the Italman Air Forces The Duce
has given assurances of thisse

3s  Stronger British activity agalnst sea transports necessitates

' 1ncreased convoy. escorts.

4. Have requested OKW that Fllegcrkorps X should also be reinforced again
on arrival of the 15th Panzcr D1vzslon in leya, so that the offenslve may
be continued." . N ‘

/The

o
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The unexpected success of -the Afrlca Corps can be further exploited only
with extensive Luftwaffe support, as naval operations are not possible east

of' Benghazi, I consider it essential that General Rommel be informed of the -

time at which he may oxpect increased Luftwaffe support, which may soon be
available again as a result of the speed at which the Balken campaign is =
proceedings Operations by airborne troops and paratroops would greatly
help continuation of the attack on Egypte According to reports recelved -
here the Brltlsh are bringing relnforcements up to Mersa Matruhe i

The_German general at~Comando Supremo

15th April, 1941

To:=- The German’ general at Coméndo Supremo

I request that the Itallan ngh Command. be rnformed of the follow1ng OKW o

1nterpretatlon, approved by the Fuchrer, of the situation in North Africae

We concur with the Italian High Command opinion that, in view of the”
state of operations in eastern Cyrenaica, a pause should be made and used to _
pGCare for the contlnuatlon of operations.

Prov151onal measurcs for an operatlon against Egypt, whlch will exclude
Vthe possibility of failure, can be seen in the following p01nts', :

1e  Reinforcement of assault unitss To do this it is necessary to walt
for the arrival of the 15th Panzer Division and further Italian 1nfantny ‘
units, as well as operational Luftwaffe unitss For this purpose the
reinforced Fliegerkorps X is once more availables .

The following are intended as reinforcements:

1 mine laying Gruppe, 1 fighter Gruppe, 1 dlvo-bombcr Gruppe and, if; .
necessary, 1 transport Gruppe. L

. 2e  Expansion of the Junplng-off base for the conlng operation and protectlonir
of flanks by the ‘occupation of Giarabub and Siwa oases. ‘ ,

3 Formatlon of a supply base for ground tr00ps as well as installation and .
- supply of ground organisation for German flying units in Oyrenalca.

Ly The most important point is however the elimination of British attacks :
on rear communications by: , :

(a) cepturing Tobruk,

(b) protecting coastal routes and coastal shipping ageinst sea and air
attacks, preferably by bomber, fighter and flak forces, and if p0831ble
by submarine and small craft operations, _

(c) protecting sea tran5ports from Itely to Libyas.

This break in operations does not exclude the p0581b111ty of further
thrusts to the east by reconnaissance units to clarify the situation. further
and to hamper the formation of a British defence front. : :

Chief of OKW

_ ‘Field HeQ., 5th May, 1941
To:- The Genman general at Comando Supremo, General von Rlntelen
1+ The enclosed notes on thq capture of the island of Corsica_(Operatipn‘j',:L
| /Camellia)r
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Camellla) are despatched with' the request that they be discussed in. detall
with the Ttalien’ High Comniend in'the presence of liaison offlcers, and: that:
‘the Itallans prepare for ‘the operation in -detoil so that if requlred, it, can
be, put 1nto effect quickly, after due German agreement. .

Llalson offlcers will, also have to 1nf1uence the actual preparatlons.'

2¢  The 1mportance of keeplng the Frenoh flect in Toulon by superlor Italman
naval forces and by other measures (use of Itallan aircraft, mining) must be
made especially clear to the Itallans-

3« As for the Luftwaffe, cooperation by units of Flicgerkorps X can be
expected, . .Final consent to this participation and its extent must however
remain dependent on the situation at the time., The transfer to Sardlnla
of adequate units from Fliegerkorps X will be ~preparede ..

o A possible Italian demand for support of the suggested alrborne 0perat10n
agglnst AJacolo, by detachlng German transport aircraft, will be met by
stating that it will depend on the general situation at the time. whether
German transport alrcreft can be made avallable. ‘

A. It is likewise dependent on the general 51tuatlon whether the Brltlsh
Gibraltar Squadron can be drawn of f by Germon naval’ actlons in the Atlantic
before the operation is. carrled outs

5 For your own 1nformat10n it is added that OKW 1ntends to. carry out this
operation either (a) to forestall a threatened British landing, or (b) to
coincide with the possible neoe331ty of German occupatlon of the remelnder of
France (Operation Attila)e :

In this case Germen air units will mine 'theé harbour of Touion;‘which” i
will be occupied by German forces a8 the operatlon proceeds, in addltlon to
the Itallan naval blockade. =~ s : -

6. A report is requested on‘(a) Ttalian agreement to the suggestions made,
(b) the commencement and (c¢) the conclusion oft: ‘preparationse :° -

"Jodi‘»

‘ 3 Field H,Qs, 20th May, 1941
Tos= Ce 1n C. Army B

Tran3port 31tuat10n in North Afrlca., o ?1; T

1a  Difficulties in the supply of the Africa Corps. are malnly due to the
.decrease in unloadlng capacity at Trlpoll and Benghaz1, owmng to harbour
damage and. conﬁoy 1osses. ' SR : : -

Efforts are belng made to-repeirfthe harbours as quickly as possible,
The possibilities for this and the length of time involved cannot be
estimated at present.s The time when large vessels can be .sent to Benghaszi
depends on this and on the establlshment of adequate transport and unload;ng
“protection. - . - : . - L .

. . e i Lo

The use of French harbours in Nbrth Africa for German supply transport
has been agreed to in principle by the Frenches Details arc being arranged
with the French as quickly as possibles

2.  Losses in- shipping space have hitherto been compensated by using

Ttalian tonnage, In order to be certaln in the future, the use of French.
Shipplng is suggestede T - . .

/The .~
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The tonnage space available for transports along the African coast is
considerably greater than the unloading capacity of the harbours. Coaatal
transport east of Benghazi (with the exception of single Ubboats) is stlll
not possibles

3¢  Air transport space to the extent of 2 transport Gruppen will remaln
available in Sicily until further notlce.

4e  Luftwaffe formations will be based in Sicily, even after Operatlon o
Mercury, in order to safeguard shlpplng. .

More extensive.operation of Italian air fbrmations is requiredo
The reinforcement of proteotlve measures by the Italian fleet can hardly -

be expected for the present, as escort units have been considerably weakened
by losses, and have many other duties to perform.

" 5« It is expected that Opcratlon.Mercury will greatly ease the smtuatlon

at sea in the central Mediterranearia

Keitel
Chief of OKW

' Rome, 14th Juno, 1941
fo:- "Field Marshal Kéitel, Chief of OKW _ |
General Cavallero's reply to the letter of 7th June, 1941:
‘Rome, 12th Junc, 1941, o

"The Fuchrer's theories and suggestions concerning the conduct of the
war in North Africa, which were sent with the written memorandum on 10th June

were eagerly receiveds It can be reported that they agreec with the princlples

expressed by the Duce, and that the measures already introduced by the High
Command correspond to them. N

Our attitude in deteil on the individual points is as.follows:>
1e  Safeguarding transports:

As soon as the conditionsof the air supply situation and ground
orgenisation permit, the fighter formations there will be recinforced.

At the moment 13 flak batteries of various calibres and 11 2em. flok
batteries are being transferred there. The despatch of a further 12 flak
batteries of various calibres and 11 2cm. flak batteries is being prepared
to reinforce the flek defences of airfields and especially of the harbours.

Similarly 5 Italian coastal batteries, in addition to the two Germen:
15cms coastal artillery units, are being transferred there at present to
improve the defences of harbours in Tripolitania and Cyrenalca against
attacks from the sea.

2. and 3s The attack on Tobruk:

In order to reinforce still further the heavy artillery at Tobruk, to
which heavy German artillery units (10cme artillery and 21cm. morters) are .
elready being sent, the despatch of further artillery units (10.5cme, 14s9cme -
of 28 calibres length, 14.9cme of 40 calibres length and 15e2cme of 37 =~ -
celibres length) has been proposcds In the expectation that the whole of -
this artillery reinforcement cen be brought into position at Tobruk, it is

noted that activity by Fliegerkorps X from Crete will be very gseful, and.

S /a
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it is requested that it be mainly directed against shipping supplying Tobruk
and against the defences of the fortress, The Duce .eagerly accepted:the .

pilan to despatch more modern siege-weapons for the capture of Tobruks .

Le Unloading harbours:

... As is known, Benghazi harbour is blocked at present by sunken ships and
cannot take convoys consisting of more’ than two vessels of low tonnages '
Every effort is being made to restore the harbour to full efficiency, to
complete the:laying of torpedo nets, and to bring flak defences up to full

strength.

The question of commencing direct transport to Tobruk with small convoys
of fast vessels has been examined but this solution has to be abandoned owing

Fo the lack of suitable crefts Of the 5 fast vehicles available, which were

% gent’ 6 Mobruk, 4 have been lost.

’

sar Brindisd direct to!Benghazie |

PR B

in this transport plans"

The Italian Navyvdééé not.possess any vessels with. a speed exceeding

.10 -.12 knots, of.suiteble sizec for Benghazi harbours  On being asked, the |
*German Neval Liaison Staff also declared that at the moment they do not have

any vessels of this type in the Meditcrranean,
5. = The use of torpedo boats for tfansport:

The use of destroyers and torpedo boats for transport duties has already
beon examineds As the number of these craft has already declined consider=
ably owing to losses suffered, and as they posses only a small cargo capacity
it is not possible to use then profitablys This would only cause a decline
in the already low nunber of torpedo boats, thus necessitating another
reduction in the number of convoyss' - o i

6,  Shipping routes:

At present transport is being introduced experinentally with single

_vessels having a-speed of about 10 knots which will proeeed from Bari or

s,

‘ lThese vesselé should be giﬁéﬁ air covériby,Fiieéerkorps X fron Crete as

: far as the African coaste If this experiment shows good results, these

transport movements can be made more extensive. The Piraeus could be nade
the port.of: departure after the resumption of rail transport in Greeces  The
shipping route should run westwards past Crete to Benghazi, and this would
bring about considerable advantages for the safeguarding of shipping novenents.
To sum up, it must once more be emphasised that; as the Fuehrer has:
already stressed, the most urgent problen for successful operations in North
Africe is that the transport question be solved in such a way that all the
necessary war material can be brought to Africa as quickly as possible., - If
it is still not possible to direct all the necessary.transports to harbours
in Libya, even when all the above hiéasures have been carried out, the harbour
of Bizerta will have to be used as extensively as possiblce As has already
been arranged with Field Marshal Keitel, the. Duce is looking forward to '
infornation concerning’ the German transport plan for these harbours, and is
also waiting for news regarding. the cxtent and time of Italian participation

~

My attitude to General Cavellero's letter is as follows:

1v ° Owing to the almost exclusive c¢lainm on all available transport for thg
novenent of the two German panzer divisions to Libya, the Italians must

postpone until the middle of May their own. roquirements. for supplying. their
colonies, replenishing their troops,’ and. improying, eir and coastal defencoss
This cen be expleined by thé fact that the reinforcements have only -just i
started on their waye. " " ' . T e

| /Experience
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" Experience has shown -that -Italian flak and fighter forces, as is the:
case with all other Italian wiits, are not as efficient as an equal number
of German units, Their efficiency can be greatly increased if they act in
close cooperation with German units. : : :

"It therefore appears neccessary that, as soon as they can be nade ‘avail-

" @ble, 1 flak unit and 1 searchlight Gnit each should be sent to Benghazi and
Tripoli and held thers continually for the defence of the harbours. :

It also appears, i2s has been reporfed‘se#érﬁi timés already, thgt“the
ovement- of sea transports can only be adequately guaranteed by using 2 dMe 110

! Steffeln. . -

2.+ The efficiency of Benghazi harbour is linited and can at present, .

“adcording to Ttalian reports, take only two' large vessels at once.  Convoys

..of 6 ships must therefore be directed to Tripoli. In addition, the convoy

cscort vessels which, according to reports, are still available in the Aegean,

" are not sufficient for. two transport routes,-and so continuous supply of the

German and Italian forcés based in Cyrenaica cennot be built up. on Benghazi
harbour alone. - ' ’ ‘ S

- "Derna harbour is not to be used for large vessels at all, and is at

‘present being successfully exploited for the transport of ammunition by

. VU"'bOT?.tS'Q

.jo'fﬁIﬁ view of. the harbour and‘ffanspprt facilities at pbeéent a?ailable;

adequate reinforcenetit -of 'units for 'an offénsive cannot be carried out until

_eutumn, as all transports are required alnost exclusively for the supply. of

-

units already based in Libya.

von Rintelen

. Comandd Supremo, 16th July, 1941

Directive for the Co in Cs
Armed Forces in.North Africa.

1o _Ah-evér increasing quantity of troops and eduipmenf is in Italy.réady
to be transported to North Africas = Transport of these to replenish the.

battle strength of Italian units active i this theatre is however. limited

.by the known transport difficulties and by the limited unloading cepacity

of the harbours. - _ - . P _

2. It appears that the British fqrces’jh Egypt are continually receiving

reinforceménts; evidently to take up the offensive again as soon as possibles
' libyan coast, especially ‘4t Tripoli and

Furthermore; landing attempts on the
Benghazi, must be expected. *

3, Owing to this situation the plsn of & simultaneous Axis attack on Bgypt

" from Cyrenaica and the Middle Fast must bé postponed until’a more favourable

time. In this respect the development of the situation in Russia is
decisive. - v ‘ * ‘

‘4o +Until then thé following hecessities arise:

S (a)‘ Reinforcement of the:aéfenCes in Cyrenaica, by completely equipping =
the forces' active theres It must be noted that in this connection, equipment
replenishment can be carried out - as far as possible during this month =

- only with the greatest difficulty because of transport from"thé’hbmélanﬂg‘_i ';A

I+ will be possible to commence’ limited transport of fresh forces in
Augusto e

(b) Extensive completion of consolidation on the eastern defence front, =
behind which a strong mobile reserve must be prepareds :

: ‘ /(c) S
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(¢) Adoption of the necessary neasures for defence against possible
encny attempﬁs at encirclenent from the south. :

(d) Examlnatlon of command organlsatlon on the east front. The best
nethod . for the general issue of orders is to be found and put into effect;
in this respect the practicability of forming a mobile panzer group under the
command of General Rommel must be taken into con31derat10n.

(e) " Preparation for the capture of Tobruk, esPeclally by concentration
of artillery and other suitable weapons for this purpose, which are en route.
In consideration of the tine necessary. for this 0perat10n, continual harassing
“activity, especially by artillery and aircraft, is nccessary in the meantine
to wear down the eneny's physical and noral power to resist, and to interrupt
his sca-bornc supplys  PFurthermore, .the Tobruk garrison nust be prevented
fron effectlvely supportlng a sinultaneous enemy attack on the Sollum front.

. (f) Regerding the 31tuat;on in Trlpolltanla, it nust be noted that at

- the norent the strongest eneny threat is a landing attempte For this
reason the bulk of the forces 1n this area nust be held ready for coastal

defence. : :

(g) Every effort must be made to increase the unloading capacity of
‘Tripoli and Benghaz1 and to- 1nprove the A.A. defences of these places.:

Continued consolidation of positions already determined by ‘the High
Command is a preventive measure. These positions can be weakly held by
troops from Trlpolltanla,  later, if the situation permits, they .can be used
as rest arease . ' ‘ -

Mussolini

Pield HoQ., 3rd Decenber, 1941

To:= The German general at Conando Supreno

As a result of a conference w1th the Fuehrer I request you to inform
Comando Supreno of the following:

OKW has ordered that every neasure at 1ts dlSposal be taken to
contrlbute to the protectlon of supply transport from Italy to- North Africas
A gradual improvement in the supply situation can be expected in consequence
of these neasures,. especially regarding the operations of Luftflotte 2 and
the increased use of lmght naval forces.

Only when AXlS ‘sea and air supremucy in the central hedmterranean
has been restored by these methods cam the French be approached again on
the subject of using the harbour of Bizerta for supplying wer naterialse
Premature requlsltlon of the harbour would lead to undesirable British
1ntervent10n in French North Africa without adequate French defence forces
or the p0331b111ty of Axis support being. availables

The German Armistice Cormission, in ll&lSOn with the Italian Armistice
Cormission, is at present investigating whether the supply of food and other
goods not classed as actual war materials can be introduced in advences 1In
any case it must be noted that the necessary transport and fuel arc lacking
to bring essential supplies up to the front on the long roule fron Bizerta.
For the present therefore, the situation can be eased only by.using air
transport and the supply route via Benghazi and other Cyrenaican. harbours
. to the fullest extent, in spite of the riskss

Chief of OKW

@.219129/EFE/11/48
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Field H.Q., 8th December; 19#f

Comando Supreno transmltted the following order to General Bastlco on
7th December:

"Comando Supremo has examined the prcsent situation and Colonel
Montesonole's report on the estimates of the situation by Rormel and Bastlco.
Bastico's situation report is sunnarlsed as follows:

1« The present front in the area of Tobruk cannot be held any longer.

" 2 It therefore appears necessary to disengage the enemy.

3¢ It is hecessary to allow unit commenders absolute freedom of'actloh on
the battlefield in the attempt to defend Cyrenaica, and if this proves to be
impossible, to consider a retreat into Tripolitanias .

After referrlng to the Duce's dlrectlves, Comando Supremo agrees to the .
pomnts of view mentloned and in addition issues the follow1ng 1nstruct10ns-

1e¢  Every effort must be made to hold Cyrenaica, as it offers the 1mportant
advantage of Benghazi harbour, which will remein available for unloading
operations, and will also leave open two routes for our navy (to Tripoli and .
Benghazi)e

2¢ Immediate reinforcement with mobile units at Agedabia is. absolutcly

~ essential for the adequate protection of our conduct of operationse

S The recapture of Ciale is of the greatest . importance to ensure adequate
protection against enemy attempts at encirclement with fast moving troopss

Lo In the present situation it is more than ever necessary that the conduct
of operations should be controlled by one Commender in Chief, who will act
according to the instructions of G.H.Q. in that theatre, but who will carry
out these orders with absolute freedome

5 . There are no objections to General Canbera's resuﬁlng his activities as 1
Chief of General Staff if unified conduct of Operatlons by Italian divisions
appears to be guaranteed. -

6e It is stressed that attention must be drewn to the possibility of an enemy
landing attenpt on the Libyan coaste An effort will be rade to report any

'slgns in this direction as early as possibles

7e¢  Every effort rnust be made to prevent infantry units falllng into eneny ‘
hands and to bring back as many weapons and as nuch materidl as possiblee
Everything that cannot be brought back must be destroyod.

8. Absolute discipline in carryihg out movoments rust be assured.

9 Alroraft must be salvaged and the Air Force nust provide continuous cover
for movements,"

The German general at Comando Supreno

Field H.Q., 8th December, 1941
To:= OKW Operations Staff ‘

General Cavallero made the follow1ng statenents to ne at 1830 hours on 7
7th Deoenber~

Lte Colonel Montesomolq who was sent to Cyrenaica by Comando Supremo, has

- made an early return from Libya after recciving the following information'frou‘

/Genorol.,-
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General Rommel in the presence of General Gause and the Itallan llaison
- officer, General-Calvi di Bergolo.

"The Panzer Group is no -longer capable of continuing the battle wathout
dlsengaglng from the enemy, in spite of the heavy losses inflicted on the
- éneriys - The siege of Tobruk had to be’ given up on:the east front after the
BoloEna.Dunsmon and the Gérmen 90th Division had suffered such heavy losses’
that they could no longer resist eneny pressures  The Savona Division and
its subordinated units have received orders to retire ‘to Bardia, as all
available amunition and food supplies in bases have been expendeds Losses
anong German divisions amount to about 4.;000 killed, including 15 officers °
of unit commander renk; losses emong the Italian divisions are approximately
the samiés” “ Losses” of equipment end material’ are similarly very highy so that
‘both’ Gertidh’ parizer divisions dlSpose of only 40 servzceable tanks, the Arlete
Division of about 30¢ ¢+
~Ag it is not possible to make losses good in a short tine, “the Panzer
Group sees itself conpelled to disengage the enemy and retire to the Ain-el-
Gazala positions Although the German and Italian units have fought very
well! there is nd longer any p0531b111ty of defeatlng the superlor enemy B
forces after these rosses."

EN i e

General Cavallero contlnued'

-The Duce has agreed to General Romriel's request that henceforth he be- in
sole commend -of all troopss However, -he requests that the Panzér Group be
instructed to keep G.H.Q. Libya constantly informed on the situation and plans,
‘and’ that daily reports in partloular-be ‘forwarded, as otherwise Geéneral Bastico
" canndt ‘do justice to his tas 'T: have dispatched a suitable radio message to
_the Panzer Group.

3..»,.

The-Alnrel-Gazala p051t10n has been occupled as a rallying line by a
regirient- of the Triesto Division, which:'is not motor;sed owing to its- -
vehicles being swrken route, and also-by several garrison fornations.

- General Rommel had proposed to arrange his retreat so that non-motorised
fornations’ could also ‘be withdrawhe - This will hardly be possible for units
in ‘Bardia, -but ‘orders have béen issued that Bardla'wall contlnue to be :
supplied by submarines and aircraft,

“The Panzer-Group nust avoid being cut off from Trlpoll, since there are
no- large forces in the city as theré were last winters - This is why
necessity of protectlng the Agedabia -area was ‘specially stressed in the order
to Bastlco.

Geheral cavallero added that the 51tuatlon in- Libya could be restored
if the three divisions waiting in Italy (Pisvo,; Fistoia and Littorio) could
be transported via Tunis. As the polltlcal conditions. for this are lacking
he would have to make the best -of 1t, even though he had told the Duce that
. any polltloal ooncession should be glven to galn thls.

The Duce has ordered that transport vessels with the necessary replace—r
.ments and supplies of food, fuel and ammunition must seil as closely
escorted as possible in spite of the continual presence of the British fleet.

-In conclusion General Cavallero informed me that the Duce had not
_permitted him %o go to leya, as the situation was now clarified by the
above order.

I spoke with Lt. Colonel Montesomole, a very quiet and practlcel offlcer,
who fully confirmed General Cavallero's statements. . .

. ..The German general at Comendo Supremo

[N
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