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' Reichsnarschall GOring.
Field ifarshall’ Kesselrmg.

Field iarshall Rommels . .~ =+ .
Major G.S. ‘von Brauchitsch.’ ' » N
Lt, Berndt (F.:. Rommel's duty offlcer)

Gaulclter Kau;mann. S
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1.  Reichsmarschall GOring said that the Flihrer was very anxious about °
. the Duce's long illness. Ttaly possesscd no possible successor to-the Duce.
411 measures to be taken to prevent Italy's a1l must be dealt with and in
this conmnection it should be cons:.dered whether Italy could stand a further
retrcat beyond Tr:.l,oll.» S . . :
2. The Brltlsh strateglc concentrat:.on oppos1te our positions afc Marsa
el Brega was being completed according to pla.n. There was' & poss:.blllty of -
the British forces by-passing our positions, The question was, whether .
Rommel's army would meke a further retrecat to positions.in Tunisia. -The
.danger existed that only part of our forces would- reach Tunlsla.

3 At the Phhrer's H, AR the op:.nlon prevall ed that the liarsa el Brega
position was protected against a flanking movement. The falsity of thls
opinion had not been clearly demonstrated at the conference with the Fuhrer.
About ten-days ago, Reidhsmarschall Go:c'lng had handed detailed aerlal
photagraphs in connectlon with th:.s to the Flihrer.

he P M. Romml was' of the op:.mon that the' llarsa el Brega posa.t:.on |
could not-be held agalnst a styong Brlt;sh attacke Furthermore s the" comba.t
valuc of the Italian troops was ques‘blona.ble. : N

5. = The Fuhrﬁr was of the opinion that suff‘lclen’c German troops were

- still ‘available to occupy the Marsa el Brega position. Because of the .- L

shortening of supply routes, a large numbex‘ of the persomnel hltherto
employed on supply duties could be used in the front llne. ' : ’

6e  During the retrecat of Rommel's irmy it was discovered that more
'suppla.es had been sent to Africa than had been thought. Large dumps of
ammunition and other goods had to be destroyed.

The Flhrer was, therefore, of the op:.nlon that there were at present
more supplics in Tripoli than was stated., To the Flhrer, as to oufselves, the
supply position was of decisive importance.

7. At the interview with the FGhrer_. the water supply position had
also not been so clearly stated as it now was. TWatcr had to be .brought
up from a point 150 km.. behind the front-l:.nv. ) s

-

8. No front was named in answer to the Fuhrer s quest:.on as. to Wthh
position Rommel believed could be held. The Flhrer therefore adhered to
his decision to hold the Marsa ¢l Brega positdion under 211 circumstances.

OKW had reported that sufficient arms were available in Italy tc supply Rommel's

Army.

9« F.M. Rommel said that the Duce's opinion expressed through
Cavallero was that Tripoli was unimportent if the whole African theatre
of war could be saved.

\

10+  Reichsmarschall Ggring told F.ii. Roumnel that Hitler was furious
about F.i. Rommcl's plan to transfer the German tank army from Africa, there

/being
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being no longer any position to holda In view of the strong propaganda 4
effect on the Italian population, it was out of the questlon to leave .
the Italians behind, . ’

In the instructions given by the Fuhrer, 1t had been stlpulated
that the decision concerning the. surr°ndor of Tripoli rnsted solely with
the Duce. e 2 .

11,  The Biserta ultimatus would be discussecd separately.

12, ' F.M. Kesselring reported that the British 8th Army was ooncen-
tratlng according to plah and was at present maintaining contact until
artillery stce, had been brought ups ... :Reconnaissance could furnish no
proof of larger outflanking movcnents. .The enerly would, "as at El
{lamein, make & frontal attack after hﬂamy artillery preparations, = No
reserves belng available, Ronnel was not in a position to repulse the
attack,’ “ "It could not be guaranteed that sufficient supplies would be
sent to Rommel before the British attack. The .iir Forde was unable to-
give sufflclent help over such great dlstances. :

. The 300 kme of descert’ 1y1ng behlnd this p051t10n would delay
the enemy. :

The intended éupplying of the position could not be carried out
because of the demands made on supplies duringvthe retreats .

At present, 13-14 supply ships were enployed in and -2round

Tripoli.” The present Gerian Cofmander in Tflpoll Wwas General Schnarrenberger. .
It was no longer possible to maintain the position, but in order to gain

time, it was possible to attack individual d1v1swons seeklng to establish
contact. .

13, Reichsmarshall Ggrihg confirmed that under no circunmstances were

false reports to be made, The real state of Rommel's Army must be clearly
indicated, . L ) ' ) 1
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