7

-

ATR HISTORICAL.BRANCH

W,

TRANSLATED _BY

ATR MINISTRY, A.H.B.6
10th JUNE, 1949 -

G4223867/3W/4/49/35

RESIRICEED:

TRANSLATION NO.VIL/86

RESTRICTED

SITUATION REPORTS ISSUED BY

'IUFTFIOTTE 3 (FRANCE),

AUGUST, 194k




Situation on 1 August 1944

Situation on land

North-west of Avranches enemy units have broken through the defence 1:me
of strong points being built: up between Percy and Avranches, Tanks
advanced to the line La Chapelle - Cecelin - Brecy - Ie Grand Celand -

St, Laurent and Pontorson. ' - Enem'y tanks are also'in St. James.

" Fighting is still in progness in the penetration area south of
Guilberville. North-west of Tessy local tank penetrations were eliminated
after 5 enemy tanks had been destroyed. The main defence line between
Percy and Tessy is in German hands, R

In the area of IXXXIV Army Corps Villedieu was taken by the enemy after
heavy fighting. The German outpost line runs as follows:=- Ia Doree - road
fork south-east of Villedieu. - Pighting is continuing in the St.Laurent
area, Enemy forces have broken through German defences souwth of
Pontaubault, On the evening 6f 1-August enemy armoured spearheads were
3 km, south-east of St., Malo and on the northern outskirts of Rennes and
Vitre (enemy forces swinging west from Vitre), The situation is confused.

Situation at sea

......
....

No sh:.pp:mg reports from the mvas:.on area ow:mg to the weather,
S:Ltuat:i.on in the air
(a) Enemy operations: = - |

At midday strong format:.ons of American four-eng:.ned a:l.rcraft flew in
between Ostend and Calais on a south-westerly course and over the Seine Bay on
a south-easterly course into the Lyon area (about 200 aircraft)s No bombs
have been reported and the aircraft were probably carrying supplies for
partisans, In the afternoon about 200 four-engined aircraft bombed .
airfields at Villaroche, Mondesir, Chartres; Chateaudun and Tours and
‘railway installations at Varennes and Chatéau~Thierry., At thc same time
some 250 four-engined airoraft flew into the area north of Paris and bombed
Rousn and Yvetot. Twm-eng:.ned aircraft approached areas west of the Seins,
but so far no bombs have been reported. In the afternoon and evening
formations of British four-engined aircraft (200 in-all) bombed the V1.
lawnching zone (Abbeville, Hesdin, St.Omer areas). - A total of some 1,300
Americen four-engined aircraft, 200 British four-engined aircraft and 250
American twin-engined aircraft and 1,000 escorting fighters were in operation,

F:Lghter and f:.ghter—bom‘ber operations:. In the morning only limited armed

reconnaissance sorties were flown, apart from escort operations with bomber
formations. In the aftcrnoon some 270 American and 480 British fighters

flew armed reconnaissance operatz.ons and made f:.ghtex\-bomber attacks in the
"battle area and behind thé fronte

(b) German operations:

Concentrated attack on traffic junctions and troop concentrations in the
area le Mignon- St. Denis le Gast -~ Lengronne —=Gavray. Troops in the
traffic. junction area 1e Haye ~ ~ Pesnel = Villedieu wete attacked. Transport
on the La Haye - - Pesnel road was shot up. Armed recomnaa.ssance operations
were flown west of Brest.

Results: Burm.ng vehicles were observed after a bombing attack on the
lengronne -~ Coutances oad, Further bombing and strafing
attacks were made on villages, roads, flak positions and - °

’ vehlcles :.n the La Haye - Pesnel arca, .

Sunk: 1 freighter of 8,000 tons, 1 fm:.gh'ber of 1,000 tons, 1 destroyers
© Badly damaged~-2 fre:.ghters each of 7,000 T— '

, /Partisan
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Partisan situation

In the Belgium-northern France area saboteurs attacked railways 35
times, communications 11 times, cenals L4 times, and armaments industries
twice, More partisan groups are being formed in western Franoce,

particularly in the Pyrenees and Alpine regions. - The presence of
Russian specialists in French Resistance groups has once again been established.
The unreliability of French police is increasing. Partisan groups are

_concentrating on signals posts and fuel installations.

Situation on 2 August 1944

Situation on land

No fresh reports fram the:area east of the Orme. Several enemy attacks
in the area east of ‘Coulvain bve been repulsed, ~ Strcng enemy forces from
Jurques are attacking towards.the east and south. At Hill 301 the enemy
made 2 penetration and infiltrated into the wooded area south of Hill 321,
The German outpost line runs as:follows:- western edge of Bigne - western edge
of Bramoy- western edge of St. Pierre. 7th Amy: on the right flank enemy
pushed forward to Etouvy. Enemy tenks have broken through the 3rd Parachute
Division front on both sides of St. Martin-Don. An enemy infuntry and tenk
attack on St. Cecile was repulsed. Single tanks pushed forvard to St.Aubin,
Enemy’ réinforcements are being brought up continuously, II Parachute Corps
and XIVII Penzer Corps will withdraw to the line Carville - Beaumesnil -
Fontenermont - Le Gast during the night 2/3 August. . Enemy forces south-
east of Villedieu pushed forward to Bois Yvon, La Cour and St, Michel. A
counter-thrust by 16th Panzer Division has reached the Couvray area. Fighting
is still in progress. Strong enemy armoured forces (75 tanks) are * -
attacking in the Montigny area, . -

.Reconnaissance at 1300 hours revealed the following motorised columns of
all typed: 'On the Pontorson - Fougere roed, head of column at Antrainj on
the Pohtaubault - Fougere road, head of column at:St. James; on the..
§t.i'I-I5.'la:i.re ~ Fougere road, head .of column 3 km. north of Forot du. Fougere.

" Enemy Fforces of unknown stiength have taken heights north of Rennes. An
unconfirmed report states ‘thot 110 enemy tanks are in action ond that 3
battéries are bombarding the.northern -quartex of Reines, At present Rennes
is free of enemy forcess S E et S

) . .

Situation at sea -t

e .‘" 1

P o

No shipping reports from the invasion area during the day and evening
owing to bad visibilitye R R

Cjeets

40 freighters of up o 10,000 tons on course 2107 about 140 ‘Hautical
miles south=south-west of -Cape.Clear at 1100 hours. Destindtion unknown,

- Situation in the air

(2) Enemy operations:

In the morning 500 Americen four~engined aircraft. from Italy bombed the
railway station at Fortes les Valences, a bridge over the Var at Nice,
Avignon-West airfield and transport installations in the area south of’
Avignon, From 1500 hours 900 American and 700 Byitish four-engined aircraft
flew over areas of France (north of the Loire) in several waves. British .
formations concentrated on the V1 launching zone, bombing the Montdidicr -«
Amiens - Aumale area, Bombs were .also dropped on airfields at Rheims and
St. Dizier, a special installation in the Creil area, the Laon - Romilly -
Cheteaudun area, gas-works, fuel and supply dumps at Gennevillers (northern
outskirts of Paris), and on Ie Havre harbour. At the samé time 250 British
and Americen twin-engined aircraft-dropped bombs on..a bridge over the Loire
at Tours, as well as in the Nentes, Angers, Sable, Rennes and Falaise areas.
The escort consisted of Same 700 American and 200 British fighters,

/From
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From 1300 hours some 700 British and 400 American fighters bombed and ‘
shot up Melsbroek airfield, Vitry en Artois and Cambrai, and the Laval and
Rennes areas., . - Low-level operations were directed against tank, wvehicle
and troop movements in the Aunay’ erea, south of the Odon - Vire = Flers, and
in the area south of Avranches 0 the Loires A
. <

(b) German operations:

106 aircraft attacked traffic junctions and troop concentrations o'
both sides.of the St. Martin - Caumont road, Pontaubault (bridges over
the Selune) was attacked twice. o I

Results: explosions and fires in the Cdumont area. TFire increasing in size
after bombing attack on St.Lo. Numerous explosions and several fires in
Pontaubault and on roads leading to Pontorson and St. James. Violent
explosion in Pontalbsult; hits on the town area of Avranches.

Partisan situatioch:

Considerable increase in BBC messages for the resistance movement ailnce
1 August., Lively sabotage activity continues in Belgium and is mainly -
directed against railways, bridges and canals. In France more heavy
attacks have been made on Wehrmacht convoys and columns, on war production
plants and fuel installations. ' o

Situation on 3 August 1944 - ‘

Situation on land -

Enemy thrusts north of Esquay and at Bougie were repulsed. trong
enemy forces have pushed German troops back to the line Le Mesnil - eastern
edge of Bruyere = Query - Engerville - directly west of St. Georges. The

- eriemy’ 18 continually reinforcing Hill 181 and 80 enewy tanks have broken
through to St. Georges. - A Germen attack from the Montchsmp area has
‘veached the line Hill 176 (5 km. east of Ie Beny-Bocage) - western edge of’
Courtel (1.5 km. west of Montchamp ). The German defence front has been
consolidated against an enemy counter-attack on the line road fork 2 km.
south of Montchamp - Le Vitonniere - Burcy = La Grondiere = Lia: PXanche,
According to sn unconfirmed report enemy forces have been making a concentric
- attack on Rennes since 0900 hours. ‘Eriemy forces have pushed thrcugh
Fougeres in a south-easterly direction and have reached Ernee, . - Tenks
are moving southwards along the Fougeres = Vitre road, A German .counter-.
attack is in progress against an enemy penetration along the Jurques - .
Le Mesnil - Auzouf road. The heights west of Presles, Viessoix, and La-
Saliere are still in enemy hands. Enemy forces attacking from the
Coulouvrey and Cuves aress towards the east have: been:repulsed. The Germen
outpost line runs approximately as follows:= Ie Gast = St. Pois ~ Le Mesnil
Gilbert - along the stream sector north of Cherence - north of Brouains -
Sourdeval. Enemy tonks have taken Fougeres and are advancing on Ernee
and Démpierre. Enemy motorised columns are advancing on Vitre via St.Aubin.
According to unconfirmed reports armoured reconnaissance cars carrying .
infantry are in Mourcn. 4 tanks and 3 armoured reconnaissance cars ars in
the wooded area at Loudéac, and tank and armoured reconnaissance car .
spearheads are in the Pontivy areds ' Tank and infantry movements on the
Fougeres - Rennes road, - Pace (7 km. north-west of Rennes) has been taken
by enemy forcess Eriemy attacks on Rennes fromthe north-east, north and
north-west are in progress. 'Fires are burning in the town of ‘Rennes. By
order of Cs in C. West, Panzér Croup West and the 7th Army will withdraw
their front lines, commencing ‘during the night of 3/4 August, to the following
1ine which will be held as the main defence positioni- east of the Orme to
St, Andre (unchanged) -"south of the Orne - along the course of the Orme to
Thury Harcourt = north of St. Martin de Sallon - hill 279 south of Le Plessis =
Lassy - southern’bank of the ‘Allikye - - heights north of the Vire — Champ
du Boult ~ St. Michel de Mont Joies
' /Situation
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’Situation at sea.

-

......

Phétographh.c‘reconna:.ssanoe reports 1arge-scale shlpp:mg movemen'bs and
unloa.ding operé.t:.ons a.long the whole invasion coast from. the:Qrne estuary
- to'west of the Vire' estuary, 100 warsha.ps, possibly including 3 = L heavy
cruisers, off Cape Clear. The escort vessels 360 nautical miles west of
Brest at 2440 hours are 11 warships of unknown types, e -

Situation n he air ..

(&) Enemy operations B . o i

No operations were carried out during the morning owing to weather .

"'cond:.tions. * In the e.ftemoon strong, f’omat.s.ons of British four-engined
airdraft (600) with fighter escort bombed the special Luftwaffe installation
in “the' Creil area, .. 1200 ‘aircraft, bombed an . ammunition dump at Maintenon,
Mondesir airfield, ra:n.lway installaticns at Juvisy and Melun, and railway
bridges at Chartres. In the evening British and Americen formations of

' four-engined aircraft (about 600 in all) bombed V1 launching sites in the
‘Hesd;l.n area and transport targets in Lille - Douai = Brussels - Nivelles

T aréa, ‘and’ ‘at Ghenta Tw1n—eng1ned fomat:.ons over the Seine Bay area..
bombed br:l.dges south and south-west Rouen,. -; BT

In the afternbon 600’ Amer:.can :t‘our—-eng:.ned e.:.rcraft bombed ra.:Llwe.y
installations at Saarbruecken and Strassburg, Metz a:.rf:.eld , and pe'hroleum

industries in the Hagenau area,

Fighter and fighter~bomber operations: positions and mortars at the:
front were shot up. .
(b) Gemmen operations:

Figmers patrolled roads 1n the Avra.ndles - Pontaubaul‘b -}wPontorson area.
A concentrated a‘bta,ck wa.s made ‘on. 4svranches and St. Ponis, - Armed - )
recahnaissance’. operat:.ons were carr.u.ed out and sh:.pp:.ng ta.rge'bs attackaed of'f
the’ Ome estuary. R ' CE R O

Par'&isa.n situa.tion

Continued a.t'l:a.cks on ra:.],way bra.dges ancl var: :mdustry plants in Belg,:.um..
In France saboteurs continue. to concentrate on railways, trunk lines and fuel
installationd, . . Atta.cks have ‘been made on .single. ‘Iaehrmaoht transports. - New
partlsa.n concentratn.on point in the Po:v.t:.ers -~ Angwleme area. . large Maquis
groaps of l..OO - 500 men have gathered in this d:.str:.ct, - ;

Sn.tue.tn.on on )th August 194 o o L

1 e

Situation on la.nd- T .'; S _;..,j s

: Panzer Group West wrbhdrawals oarr:.ed out accord:mg to plan under

* heavy enemy. pressure in some places.... Heavy fighting is continuing in the
Burcy - Presles .area, ‘Epemy, units at Chateau la Croisel (2 km, south, of .
Burcy) were ellm:.na.ted. . Pursuing énemy forces .succeeded in pushmg the
German front back to the line. northern edge of. Estzy - western edge. of
Chenedolle - Ia Jarriere - .Chateau la Croisel - south-ea.st of, Burcy. o A
penetration Wa.s blocked. West of the V:Lre enemy forces mcludq‘ng l|.5 tanks
attacked after hea.vy art:.llery preparat:.on and succeeded in, penetra:b:.ng to.
a depth of 3 km. as far &as H:Lll 219, Further penetrata.ons have .been; mad,e
at St, Pois as far as Bel:.ere. and at Cherences as far as the Les Rouller:.e

area. Enemy armoured. forces’ (20 tanks and 50 ‘armoured cars) from Ernée-
advanced along the Fougeres - Laval. road’ in a south-easterly d:a.reot;t.cm. ot
Enemy forces have reaoched Faret de Mayenne. Enemy tanks a.dvanc:mg from,

'V:.'bre towards the cast have ta.ken La Gravelle and. La Pozteo

See
et
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Brittany: Armoured forces attacked from La Guerche de Bretagne (15 km,
south of the Vire) in the direction of ILaval, from Cande (25 km. south-east of
Chateaubrisnt) towards Segre (north-sast of Cande) and towards the brdige over
the Villaine at Brain.  Chateaubriant has been taken by enemy forces. The
German defence line around St., Nazaire has been built up on the line Saveny -
along the Villaine - Thehillac - Ia Roche Bernard - to the sea. The fortress .-
of Brest has not been attacked by the enemy. Gexman forces at Dinan are holding::
their sectors The German defence line runsifrom Mineac (10 km. north-east of .
Dinan) to Mont Dol. The Matignon sector (20 km, west-south-west of St. Malo)
has been evacuated, Installations at Cap Frehel have been blown ups

Situation at sea

Cherbourg inner harbour at about 1900 hours:. 1 escort vessel, 3 freighters
totalling 21,500 tons, 7 LSI's, 19 large and swall landing craft, 18 auxiliary
lending craft. : ‘ .

Outer harbour: 2 destroyers, 30 M., T.B's', 25 mine-layers, 3 LST!s,
25 large and small landing craft, 11 auxiliary landing craft, L lending ramps,
1 transport vessel of 6,500 tons, 8 freighters totalling 40,500 tons.

Opinion: still no large scale landings; outer harbour presumably being
used as a base for M.T,B's and mine sweeperss : -

Situation in the air

() Enemy operations:

Commencing at 1200 hours 700 British four-engined aircraft escorted by
200 fighters carried out large-scale operations over northern France, bombing
V1 launching installations and other special targets in the St.Qmer area.
From 1130 hours 220 American twin-engined airoraft flew over areas behind the
front and north-sast of Paris. . Bombs have been reported at Mantes, St.Germain,
and Compiegne. At 1930 hours 220 American twin~engined aircraft flew to .
the Qrleans arsa. : ' ' ‘

(b) Germen operations :

Targets on the ground were attacked in the Avranches- Fougeres - Rennes
arest. At Ponteubault attacks were made on the town and bridges. Fighters
patrclled roads leading out of Ponts to the east and north-sast, The traffic
junction at Avranches and St. Hilaire was destroyed. B

Reconnaissance: 10 - 15 vessels (tonnage not known) directly south-west
of Avrenches. 1 green-illuminated airfield installation about 10 km. north of
Avranches, ,

Partisen situation

Increased terrorist activity throughout the Army Corps district since the
evening of 3rc August. The population is participating extensively in these
activities. Numerous attacks have been made on troops on the march. Movements
can be made only with strong combat groups. Most telephone services have been
interrupted, '

Situation on 6th August,l94h

Situation on land

Panzer Group West: an enemy penetration at St. Jean le Blanc has been
eliminated. Fomme la Hoissonerie (2 km. north of Lessy) has been taken by the
enemy. Armoured attacks (40 tanks) north of Lassy and out of the penetration
area Presles - Chenedolle in the direotiondf Vassy have been repulsed. Continual
tank attacks in the area west and south-west of the Vire throughout the day.

[est
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West. of the Vire, Hill 219, which was taken by wnits of 363rd Infantry division
after heavy: ‘Pighting, was lost again in a fresh enemy counter-attack strongly
supported by artillery, Enemy attacks are in progress west of ‘Ste Martin.
Champ du Boult and Hill 303 have been taken by.enemy forces, .-Gérman counter-
operstions are in progress against an enemy penetration on a front from
Cherence to south of Perriers, The main Germen defence line between
St. Pois and 2 km. north. of Cherence has been withdrawh west of Lingeard.
Enemy reconnaissance raids from the south as far as Bardnton have been repulsed,
Germsn forces from. Javron. arxe in aotion against enemy amoured units aavancing
on Javron (12.lkm,north-east of Mayenne) through Mayenne. ~ Enemy forces from
the north have pushed forwerd into ILaval. The western quarter of‘ the town
has been sbandoned, .

Brztta:ny: Enemy forces have overrun the German outpost line from Miniao
to Dol de Bretagpe. ... .30 enemy tanks have penetrated to St. Jousn (north
of Chateauneuf). = Fighting has commenced on the western and eastern fronts
of St. Malo; =so far all enemy attacks have been repulsed. An enemy attack
on Carhaix- is in progress., - SS ‘troops are in action against enemy: tanks
ard” :.nfantry ‘at Morlaix and Huelgoat. .7..25 enemy tanks and armoured cers
carrying :mfantry are advancing from Guemene towards Nantes, -~ Weak enemy
forces are in the Peaule area (about 35 . north-north-west of St.Nazaire).
Germén reconnaissence troops encountered enemy forces in Vannes, These are.
alleged to consist of an American infantry regiment and a number of tanks
(30 according to one report and 80 according to another) wh:.ch broke through
German units and advanced towards the westo

Situation at sea

-4 enemy destroyers at anohor in Avranchas bay at midday. " No shipping - .
‘ repor’os from bhe :.nvas:l.on ares., o

al .
.
e

Sn.tuat:.on in the a.:Lr

(a) Enemy opera.’c:.ons~
In the early afternoon Br:.tu.sh a.nd American four-eng:med a.:,rcraft (about'
300 in all) with fighter escort bombed the V1 launching zone .and special
installations in Paris. . At the. same time 200 British and American twin-
engined aircraft -also bombed the V1 launching zone, railway' installations
_ at Blois, and the airfield and railway station at Dreux. In the evening 150
" British four-engined. aircraft flew over the V1 launch:mg zone and 250 British
and American twin-engined aircraft bombed - 'bhe Rouen area and Pont Audemers
 Fighter and fighter~bomber operat:mns wexe carried ou't over the entire ba.t'ble
area as far as the Loire. :

 (b) Germen operations:

Ground tergets were attacked in the Avranches - Rennes - Fougeres =~
. St, Hilaire area, The Mortain and St. Koilaire traffic junctions were
destroyed. Towns and troop concentrations along the Pontorson -
Pontaubault = Avranches road and bridges at 1’ontorson were attacked.
) Attacks were made on sh:x.pp:l.ng in the Seine Baye .

Partisan situation

Since the evening of 3rd August Resistance groups throughout the
interior of Brittany have risen in answer to the BBC appeal., Repeated
attacks have been made on troops on the march and transport columns by strong
partisan bands led by men with military expera.ence. Many telephore
services have been interrupted., The poulation is cooperating, partly by

~ shows of strength and flag-waving, In Auray (west of Vannes) and
~ Concarneau (south-east of Quimper) fighting is in progress with terrorist
" groups over 100 mwen strong. A-large~scale revolt has ‘broken. out in and
" _arocund Dinan, Strong partisan forces are active between Morla:.x and

. S‘b. Brieue and between Huelgoat and Morlaix, :

’ /Situation
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Situation on 7th August,1944

Situation on land -

15th Panzer Army (formerly Panzer Group West): after heavy artillery. .-
bombardment and use of smoke screens the enemy succeeded in penetrating the .
main defefice line and cepturing Grimbosq. An enemy attack supported by tanks..
south of Hamars was driven back with heavy losses. At Le Plessis enemy forces
succeeded in capturing Hill 365, Fighting is still in progress to eliminate
a penetration at Crepigny. Enemy forces which had penetrated the German line
east of Estry were thrown back in a counterw-attack.. Concentrations of tanks
observed in Estry indicate further attacks, Theenemy attack west of the Vire
has been resumed., It was necessary to withdraw Germen units from the northern
part of Vire to the southexrn and esastern districts, An enemy.attack in some .-
strength on St. Martin was repulsed, A German attack from the Cherance - '
Mortain area ih the direction of Avranches, which was launched at 2000 hours
on 6th August, is meking good progress, Le Mesnil-Adelee, Belle~Fontaine,
St. Barthelemy, Mortain, Romagny and St. Jean du Corail have been taken. In
s German attack on Mayenne, the town of Aron (4 km. east of Mayenne) was retaken,
After heavy Pighting in Laval.the garrison was forced back further west, :
Measures to re-occupy the town have heen brought into operation. Craon has
been abandoned owing to threatened encirclement by enemy armoured forces, '
Segre is in'German hands again.

In Brittany very heavy fighting with terrorists is ir progress.

_ East of the Orne an enemy thrust on the Cagny ~ Vimont road was repulsed,
Eremy forces repulsed at Grimbosq made a fresh attack and geined a bridgehead.
over the Orne at Le Bas. Counter-attacking German forces were unable to
break thrcugh strong enemy resistances . Enemy tenks and infantry have made a
penetration south-west of Hamars, ' -Enemy armoured forces in the Le Plessis. . ..
penetration area were'reinforced, -took Hill 365 and penetrated into Bois du- -
Roi., A new Gerfan main defence line-is being built up. .Enemy forces. supported
by tanks made penetrations at Crepigny. IR AR . s ;
The town of Vire has been lost. The Gexrman front lime will be withdrawn.
to the line Chenedolle = scuthern edge of Vire durihg the night 7/8 August
German‘forces were unable to eliminate enemy penetrations at St. Mertin and

St. Manvieu. The enemy is forcing the main Jeimen defence line back to the
line south~west of Vire to south of St.Pois. Attacks on the new main defence
line have been repulsed. A ccncentrated. German panzer attack on’ Avranches

was halted by strong enemy defence. Fighting is again in progress at Ie
Mesnil~Adelee, Juvigny, L& Bazoge, Chereville, Mortain ond to the east (between
Hills 307 and 314). Mopping up operations ave.being. carried out on the Domfront
- Mayenne road. Aron (4 km. east of Mayenne) end Evron (20 km, south-east of
Ma.yenne) are in German hands, It has been planned to build up a defence front
on the line Vaiges - Meslay - Chateau Grontier ~ along the Mayenne. The
situation to the east of ‘this defence line is.confused, According to an
unconfirmed report strong enemy ammoured forces (50 tanks reported) have -pushed
forward in an easterly direction, taken Brudon and Loue, and penetrated into
Ie Mans, ' . ’ : . : o .o
Brittahy: Since midday the fortress of Brest has been in.a state of seigee
There is no communication with Germen forces encircled in Huelgoats  Enemy
tanks are just outside the fortress of Lorient. - . .

According to French reportsuthe Resistance mbvénﬁent :'f,s to be fully mo‘biiized
by 15 August,

Situation at sea _

.. No*shipping reports from the invasion area. ,

Situation in the air

(a) Enemy operations: v | o
. In thé morning 1,200 American four-engined eircraft flew over an aree

G,223867/W/5/45/35 o /faxtending
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extending to the line Rotterdam =~ Brussels = Rheims - Orleans, Single
airoraft sre reported to have bambed airfields at Gilze Rijen, Cambrai,
Rosieres, Chartres, an ammunition dump at Maintenon, and fuel and railway
installations ‘on the northern outskirts of Paris, In the afternoon and
evening about 500 Amcrican and 40 British twin-engined aircraft flew over
areas behind ‘the front and the lowerSeine district, most of them presumably
engaged in axmy suppdrt operations in the battle area, In the morning
1,100 Americen fighters escorted bomber formations-and carried out free=
lance’ fighter and fighter~bomber operations in the battle area and behind
the front, between the Seine and the Loire. Attacks were concentrated on
German positions at Grimbosq east of tne Orme, German road transport in
western Brittany,and in the evening on ammoured units in the Mortain -
Sourdeval aresa. ‘ : T

(b) Germen operations:

Aircraft supported a special army cperation in the Mortain areas
Attacks were made on St. Hilaire, Villedieu, Ducey, Pontaubault, Avranches,
Ste Mortin, St. Pont, and on bridges at Pontorson., Shipping targets were
attacked north of the Seine Bay. Night photo. reconraissance operations
were flown in the Avranches - Pontaubault - St. Hilaire area, and security’
reconneissance patrols were made over the Chamnel Islands area.

Situation on, 8 August, ol

Situation on land:

- East of the Ome: the enemy continued his heavy attacks throughout the -
day.  On the Cagny = Vimont road 200 enemy tanks broke .through the main
German defence line and reached the area north-west or Bellengreville.

Enemy penetrations in the Bourgebus and St. Martin - Fontenay area led to

the loss of Carcelles, May sur Orne, and Rocquancourt (Enemy attacks north* -
of Le. Hogue were repulsed). German forces were able to block an enemy

thrust from the north-east to Poussy, and drive back an attack on Conteville
from the St. hignen srea. South of Tilly 300 enemy tanks broke through

and pushed forward as far as Cintheaux. Heavy fighting is still in progress
there and at Grimbosdq. ’ :

West of the Orme:  enemy armouved forces which penetrated the front
line at ILa Iande were intercepted south of Ia Mogisiere, A tank thrust in
the direction of Ie Plessis 'was repulsed. The enemy is continually '
reinforcing the penetration area, An enemy attack north-east of Lassy was
repulsed. An enemy thrust south-west of Vire was blocked along the SteGermain
railway line. » The main German defence line has been pushed back to the
line Hill 833 = west of Gathemo - east of Berourice. A German attack reached
the northeeastern edge of Cherences, where it was halted by artillery fire
and strong fighter-bomber attacks. Spearheads of German armoured forces
attacking in the direction of Avranches have reached Ie Mesnil-Adeleex,
Enemy forces have taken Hills 270, 278, 285, 276,  An enemy combat group
has been cut offin Ie Neufbourg, Rcmagny is in German hands.. - A German
attack towerds the west made no headway owing to strong enemy fighter-bomber
activity. Enemy forces surrounded le Mans from the south, overran the

.@ermen gerrison, took the town after heavy fighting end are advancing L
eastwards in strength, Acoording to an unconfirmed report they have
reached Savigne - L!'Eveque and Connerre, '

Brittany: fighting with enemy tanks and infantry is continuing at
Hermebont - Pont Scorff. At Lorient several enemy attacks supported by
tenks were repulsed by counter-thrusts, Enemy tanks have pushed forward
as far as St. Renan (8 km, north-west of Brest). An enemy attack south
of La Roche (4 km. east of Landernau) was repulsed, Enemy tanks, guided
by terrorists and avoiding cambat with the German garrison, have penetrated
into the Brest arsa. Strong armoured, motorised and infantry forces
are assembling in Juipavas and an attack on Brest is expected. Enemy
tanks have penetrated into Guincamp. In the evening an American truce

/bearer
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bearer with a proposal for the surrender of the fortress’ of Brest was turned
backs The main defence line east of St. Malo was still in German hands at
midday, after an enemy penetration had been blockeds* = At 1200 hours enemy
tenks made a fresh penetration south of St,MalG Germen troops were unable to
retake the former main defence line west of St, Malo owing to strong enemy
reservess - ' .

‘Situation at sea

No shipping reports froum the invasion arez during - the  day and evening
owing to bad visibility. " Agents report supply ‘still proceeding according
to pla.n. o .- .

“'Situation in the air *

() Enemy operations:

At midday 2 formations of American four-engined bombers @ltogether 900 -
1,000 aircraft) with fighter escort approached. . Some 400 aircraft bombed
targets in the northern France — Seine area, including airfields at Clastres,
Athies, Champfleury, Romilly and Bretigny and the V1 launching area. About
600 eircraft carried out Army support operations in the Caeh and Mortain areas,
- At the same time British and American twin-engined formations (about 400
aircraft) flew over northern France. So far bombs have been reported only
on railway installations at Mentese

In the evening 350 four-engined aircraft with fighter escort bombed special
snstallations in the Creil area and V1 launching objectives in the Ste Omer -
Calais area, 900 jmerican and 900 British fightérs were in operatien < *
escorting heavy and medium bcmber formations and carrying out free-lance fighter
and fighter-bomber attackse In addition to army ‘support operations against
tanks, mortars and troop concentratiéns in the aree on both sides of Cgen,
near Vire and in Brittany, ettacks were rcported on rallway installations in
Belgium and on a bridge -over the Seine at Elbeuf.

(b) German operations

Aircraft attacked four-engined aircraft formations’ in the Alengon = Falaise
area and ground targets in support of the army in the Avranches area. Cover
was provided for the V1 launching zone and for warships. Pontaubault,Avranches
and Villedieu were attacked and fighters patrolled the Villedieu - ALvranches
road. Shipping in Avranches Bay was attacked. Supply operations to-

St, Malo were carried outo s o

) Results: 9 four-engined aircraft shot down,

. Positions wece attacked west of the Avranches — Villedisu road to the
wcoded area on the Folligny — Lvranches roade A B

"1 merchont vessel was sunke
. Reconnaissance: 4 - 6 vessels in Avranches Bay of about 500 = 800 tons,
- At 0207 hours at 14 W/2932, one stationary merchent vessel of 10,000 tons and
1 destroyer. 3 small merchant vessels at erchor on St. Malo roadstead. |

Partisan situation . '

General increase in sabotage activity. L) scts of sabotage on Belgian
railways, numerous bridges’blown up in France, '

Situation on 9 August, 1944

Situation on land

South-east d:_f‘ Ceen enémy tenks from the St. Sylvain - Bretteville - Le
Rebet area pushed south as far as Soignolles. In the morning the enemy made

| ' /
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tank"thrusts towards Estrees. After heavy artillery preparation enemy forces
attacked from the Bretteville defence, line end 4O tanks made a penetration

in the® direction of Barbarie. An enemy armoured attack from Le Plessis
penetrated south-east as far as Le Reviere after very heavy artillery - O
preparation, An enemy infantry attack from Estry is in progress. Several
enemy thrusts were made between Viessoix and St. Germain, resulting in a,
penetration to Maisoncelles, Germen counter-measures are in progress. =
Enemy forces from St. Germain are attacking. Le Mesnil -~ Tove, and :
Hill 276 have been retaken. The German defence line was pushed forward to
the. cross-roads 3 km, north of Barenton. An encmy thrust from Ambrieres

was repulsed, . Enemy forces have occupied Deux-Evailles and ..

St. Quendes-Vallones (15 kme south-south-east of Mayenne), the northern edge
of Bois de la Charnie (9 km. south-west of Sille le Guillaume).  Enémy forces
from Chenge (5 kms east of Le Mans) pushed forward towards Serge (5 km, north-~
east of Le Mans). Montfort — Ie Rotrou (16 kme north-east of Ie Mans) has
been taken by the enemy. :

' Britarny: Skimmishing aoctions with reconnaissence forces have been in
progress since early morning 22 km. east-north-east of Ste Nazaire.. A.
german attack on partisan. forces has reached the Line St. Etienne - Blain =
Redon - Rochefort = Muzillac, -+ A tank concentration north of Brest was . .

+ bombarded by our artillery (22 tanks destroyed). Great superior enefny =
forces are slowly besaring down on St, Malo, .. Heavy fighting is in .progress,

¢« P

ﬁituation at sea

During the night of 8/9 hAugust light naval units sunk and torpedoed the
foéllowing vessels off Courseulles: 5 freighters of altogether 23,000 tons, .
1 18T, 1 destroyer, 1 escort vessels A

LN

. Several enemy MTB's off St. Helier (Jersey) during the morning;
destroyers and ‘cruisers carried out patrols. during.the day,

Numerous vessels off Cap de la Hague at m:l.dda.s;, including 7 medium-sized
transport and passenger ships returning to harbour. In the evening more
vessels were in the same sea area, also returning to harbour.

_Situation in the air

(a) - Enemy opérations:

" "From midday a total of 300 British 'fom'—e_ngin.ed:aircraft' with fighter
escort flew over the Belgium = northern France area in two main groups.’
Bombs were dropped on objectives in the V1 launching zone and on the army-
fuel depot on Valenciennes., At the seme.time and during the late. afternoan
520 British and American aircraft were operational over the Somme estuary -
Chateau~Thierry - south of Paris - Alengon - Caen area. SO far bombs have
been reported at Chateau-Thierry reilway station, Beaumont sur Oise - Gise =
on a bridge at Compiegne and on the town area of Pontoise, In the evening
150 British four-engined aircraft made a further attack on objectives in the
V1 launching zone.

" In the morning in the Reich area seme 1,100 Americen. four-engined A
aircraft with fighter cover bombed railway installations in Luxembourg, -
Saarbruscken, Kerlsruhe, and Strassburg, as well as several airfields 'in
southern Germenye :

Fighter and fighter-bomber operations: 1,750 American and 800 British
fighters were operational, mainly over the fronte . ‘ ‘

(b) German operations:
Attacks xhere made on Avranches and Brecey. Aircraft flew supplies.
to St. Malo. Night fighter operations were carried out. Violent

explosions were observed in Avranches and Brecey.: ,62 250 kg. containers
of ammunition were dropped by aire SR
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- Partisan situation
Increased number of attacks on troopé in norfch-eaé.t.'éhd sdﬁt‘hem F'ra.'nce'.'
Tension is growing. Numerous bridges blown up.

Situation on 10.August,194k. .

Situation on land g : N | ‘ .

East of the Orne: Enemy tank assembly areas in the Vimont, Ste Sylvain
and Estrees districts were bombarded by Geimen artillery, Strong enemy’
artillery fire in. the Potigny area. Enemy armoured penetratiorsare imminent,
in the St. Germain le Vasson area and east of Thury-Harcourt in the direction
of Falaise. '

West of the Orne: An enemy thrust at St. Pierre la Vielle was repulsed.
Enemy forces from Ie Mans have pushed north (breaking through Germen defence
lines) as far as Rene and Marcelles (occupied by the enemy)s These movements .
are being supported by massed heavy bomber operations. Counter-measures are
in operation against enemy forces advancing on Mamers. Enemy attacks on
Ballon and Bonnetable were repulseds :

.

Britteny: Several enemy attacks on Lorient were repulsed. Enemy tank
assembly arveas north of the Brest Tortified zone were bombarded by Germen
artillery. An ammoured thrust towards iullizac wes repulsed. = Gougspou
has been encircled. 4O tanks were destroyed in the Brest area on 7 and '8
August. Enemy forces have occcupied Lgndermau after heavy fighting. .
Iezardrieux and Paimbol have been encircled since 7 August. The locks and
‘weir at Paimbol have been blown up. Some enemy units .have been cut off .at
St. Malo.  Tank concentrations were dispersed. Heavy fighting is. in™ ™
progress east of St. Malo with American troops who are cooperating with
terrorists.  St. Malo has re jected a surrender proposale. '

Situation at sea °
7 1ST off the Orne estuary in the evening and also & convoy returning to
harbour consisting of 1 cruiser, 1 destroyer, 20 trensport vessels and various
other ships. Enemy convoys proceeding in sasterly and westerly directions
in the eastern part of the Channel during the night. 3 destroyers and
10 tankers- coming into port north-west.of Chgrbourg on the morning of 10 August;
1 destroyer and 6 MTB's returning to harbour -south-west of Guernsey. 6 enemy
vessels of unknown types on an easterly course north of St. Malo in the morning.
5 destroyers north-west of Ouessant (course unknown). L4 destroyers in the Bay
of Benodet. 2 convoys at midday, probably coming into Cherbourg, including
15 trensport vessels, 1 floating crane and 18 escort vessels, Also 1
departing convoy with 2 LST and 2 escort vessels, 20 vessels of unknown
types off Cap de la Hague in the aftermoons 1. incoming vessels of unknown
types north of Cherbourg. The battleship "Renown" west-north-west of
. Oap de la Heve in the evening, 23 transport vessels and numerous escort
craft on a southerly course west of Cap.de la Heves :

- Situation in the air

(a) Enemy operations:

From 0940 hours 200 American and 250 British four~engined airoraft and
320 american twin-engined alrcraft bombed installations in the V1 launching
zone, fuel depots north of Paris, airfields at Ie Bourget and Mondesir, and
a viaduct at Chartres. From 1800 hours some 250 Americean twin-engined
aircraft flew over areas behind the front. At 2230 hours. 100 British fouxr-
engined -aircraft attacked railwey and herbour installations at Bordeauxs

Fighter and fighter-bomber oprations: 1,460 American and 700. British
fighters provided escorts for bomber formations. Low-level operations were
concentrated on tanks and artillery north. and north-west of Felaise, roads
and bridges in the Mortain - Conde "= Domfront area, troops and veh;i.cles

' theiest
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‘north-west of Brest, and shipping on the Seine. Aircraft reconnoitred areas
behind the front extending to the line Bermay = Vernmeuil -~ Argentan.

(b) Gexman ,operations:‘

A concentrated attack was made on St. Hilaire and Brecey., . Avranches
- was alsc attacked. Security reconnaissance patrols were flown. Night
photo. reconnaissance operations were carried out ower the Awranches = .
Pontaubault - St, Hilaire road. St. Malo and St. Nazaire were supplied
by air, -

Results: Numerous explosions in the St. Hileire area; including
ammunition blown up. 3 exXplosions were observed in -Avranches.

Reconnaissence: Shipping concentration in the Bay of St. Michel. Iarge
fires at Mezidon and in the Vire area,

Partisan situatiop |

Partisans are continuing to concentrate on railways and ccomunications.
Tension is increasing. Further attacks have been made on occupation troopse

Situation on 11 August, 1944

Situation on land

The enemy.is continuing to bring up armoured forces into the penetration
area on both sides of the Ceen - Falaise road. A German counter-attack to
eliminate enemy penetrations on both sides of ‘the Caen-Falaise road was
unsuccessful, Fresh enemy penetrations have been blocked. West. of the
Orne enemy attacks from the Culey area towards the south were repulsed by.
successful German counter-attacks. ~ Fighting is still in progress. . An .
extended enemy penetration in the Chenedolle (held by enemy) area was.blocked
on the line Capon - Hill 285 = La Vauterie - Campinots - L'Aunay - southern .
edge of Ia Jarriere. Battles are st¢ill in progress north-west of Sourdsval
and in the Mortain area. In the area north of le Mans the enemy has-:
resumed his attack towards Alengon. Momers has been captured, and enemy
forces are advancing along the Mamers - Alengon roade . -. = .

Britteny: Heavy fighting. is in"progress-in -the St. Malo area, German
troops are at a great disadvantage owing to-lack of -ammunition. Contaot has
been made with enemy armouréd reconnaissarce forces on the’ Nantes = Temple =
Lorient road. Enemy units in the area east of Lorient are being supplied
by freight gliders, ' T

Situation at sea

MTB!'s were in action in the invasion area during the.night of 10/11
August, No shipping reports from the Seine Bay owing to bad visibility.
During the day destroyers and larger naval units were located and sighted
in the seo area west of Brest to Ia Rochelle. ' A large number of incoming
enemy vessels north of Cherbourg in the afternoon. In the invasion area
o Germen sutmerine sank 4 ships totalling 22,000 tons; another vessel
was torpedced,

‘Situation in the air

(2) Enemy operations:

In the mornming aome 450 American four-engined aircraft flew over the
Seine Bay area. - 150 continued on into the Reich end bombed transport
installations in Muehlhausen, 330 aircraft attacked airfields at
Villacoublay and Coulommiers, and, according to the B.B.C, 2 fuel depots
south-west of Paris, Twin-engined formations approaching over the
Somme estuary. Attacks were carried ocut in the area of Le Havre and to
. the east. In the afternoon 450 American four-~engined aircraft bombed

/ra;i.lway
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railway installations at Saarbruscken and Strassburgs  The V1 launching zone
was bombed in the afternoon and evening, ‘once by 500 British four-engined
aircraft and once by 300. In the afternoon and evening strong American four-
engined aircraft formations flew over Cherbourg to the St. Malo area. Some
1,600 American and 1,100 British fighters carried out free-lance fighter and
fighter-bomber operations. Low=-level attacks were concentrated on railway °
" transport, mainly in the area of the lower Seine extending to areas north and
east of Paris. Shipping on the Seine was aliso attacked.

(b) Gexman operations:

Concéntr_ated attacks were mede on Brecey and Juvigny; Vire was also raided,

Shipping off Asnelles was attacked. Night puoto. reconnaissance operations:
were flown over Cherbourg. Security reconnaissance patrols were carried out

over the Chemnel Islands. Airoraft flew supplies to St. Malo and St. Nazaire,
Night fighters were in operation, '

_»Partisan situation

A large-scale action is expected in southern France in the next few days.
A strike by 5,000 railway and 2,000 industrial workers in the Paris area hes
been bréken by counter-measures. - Attacks on railways and war produgfion
+ continue in the Belgium - northern France area. Several successful operations
have been carried out in southern Frarce.  The Vercors operation has so far '~
yielded the following results: ~~ 1031 pertisens killed, 288 taken prisoner.

T PRI

Situation on land

East of the Orne enemy forces south-east of $t. Silvain have: penetrated to
Ie Bu, South of Rouvresy = The cnemy is attacking south of Grainville and east
of St. Germain.: © South of Barbery enemy irnfantry and armoured forces pushed-
forward through Cougal as far as Moulines after heavy artillery preparation, ’
German counter-measures are in progress, East of Fresney enemy forcés penetrated
to Bois Halbout, but were thrown back towards the north by an immediate Germen
. counter-thrust,

West of the Orme: A German attack to retake Hill 141 was halted by heavy
enemy artillery fire, Between St. Pierre lo. Vielle and St. Remy enemy forces
advanced to Les Forges and 2 km, south=west of St. Denis de Mere, occupying
Hill 249 and 262 (between Les Forges and Clecy). The ‘situation is confused.
The mein defence line between Estry and 2 km. east of Chenedolles has been
withdrawn to the western edge of Le Theil (Hill 197) and 2 km. south of Pierres
(Hill 285).  Enemy artillery bombarded the German main defence line east of
Vire., Enemy forces made a penetrétion in' the Mainsoncelles area after heavy’
arillery preparation. .~ -The main defence line east and south-east of Vire -~ ~
has been withdrawn to the line Ies Haut Vents = 3 lm. south-west of La Land -
Vaumont. The enemy attacked east of St. Barthelemy, north-east of Barentoh,
and south-west of Domfront. Enemy motorised columns were observed moving
northwards on the Alengon - Sees roade Enemy forces are pushing forward
north-north-east through Sees to the Caillons area and north-westto Mortree .
(i ememy hends)s ~ A German attack on Sees was halted by strong enemy artillery
fire. A German enti-tenk défence line has been established direotly north-
west of Mortree. Enemy axmowred forces have occupied Ie Mele, South of
Sarthe and the western edge of Mortagne, and according to an unconfirmed report,
have reached Argenten and Gace. Germen reconnaissance forces operating 70 km. -
south and south-west of Chartres did not sncounter the enemy. Fighting with
enemy tanks is in progress north-east of Malville (28 km.north-west of Nantes).
Contact was made with enemy reconnaissance forees 4 km, south of Plesse ,
(20 km. south-east of Redon).* Enemy airborne operations must be expected soons

Brittany: Enemy forces have retired from the fortress of Lorient towards
the north-east.  Germeny reconnaissance’ forces encountered.strong enemy -
defences at Nosteng and Hennebont. Fighting is continuing around the fortress
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of St. Malo. In add:.tu.on to fort:.f:.cat:.ons on the Atlant:.c coa.st German
troops have occupied:the following strong points: Iezardrieux, Paimpol,
L'Abexvrach, Aber-Benoity Ie Conquet, Audierne, Concarneau, Laita estuary, _
Etal estuary, the "Plouharnel" battery. Heavy artillery on the mainland ha.s
been bombard:mg the “island of Alderney. since -1425 hours. , , :

Sn.tuat:v.on at sea ..

4 enemy MTB's ona northerly course west of Guernscy at midday. 3
destroyers south-west of St. Nazaire. 2 transport vessels ; 3 freighters,
1 cruiser, 8 destroyers: and 3. other outgoing vessels north of Courseulles
in the afternoon. 10 vessels. of unknown types north of Coursuclles a.nd
3 la.rge outward ‘bound transport vessels off Cap de la Hague in the evem.ng.

1

S:Ltuatlon :.n the air .

(a) Enemy operations

- In the morning 600 Amer:n.ca.n four-eng:.ned aircraft bombed airfields at
Couvren, Athies, Juvincourt, Mourmelon, Creil, Bgaumont, Coulommiers, Bus,

' Mondesir. . A small formation continued on into the Metz area and bombed
railwa.y installations. - 150 American tw:m-eng:med ‘bombers flew into the’
Pois ~ Beauvais = Rouen area. From midday. 300 American four-engined aircraft
and 200 twin-engined aircrsft flew into the  Niee - Toulon area. In the
afternoon 200 British four-engined aircraft bombed Bordeaux and La Pallice,

In the evening 150 American twin-engined bombers flew into the Chartres -
Fontainebleau area. According to an unconfiried report. bombs were dropped.
on Fontainebleau. 1,600 American and 900 British fighters escorted bomber
formations and cnrr:.edout free~-lance fighter and fighter-bomber operations.’
Low-level operations were. directed against tanks, assault guns, vehicles,
art:.llery positions and troop concentrations in the battle area east of the
Loire. Operat:.ons were concentrated on . the area north and north-west of .
Falaise. ' In addition, continuous f:.ghter-bomber end strafing attacks weré
made on railway transport and installations as well as airfields in the area
of Belgium - northern France. : . :

('b) German operations:

© Artillery positions and troop conoentratn.ons in the V:.re - St. Genna:.n -
Gathemo area were attacked. .A concentrated attack was made on Juvigny.
Mining operations were carried out between 15 West/1053 and 1064., Destroyers
were attacked in the sea aresa Gironde estuary - Lorient. Security
reconnaissance patrols were flown, - - Airceraft shot up artillery positions
in the Vire area and between Vire and St. Sever, which resulted in a pa.rt:.al
cessation or slackening of artillery activity.. Mining operatlons were ‘
carried out according to plan. There was a large explosion in the ta.rget
aree and airoraft scored near misses with HS 293 on a destroyer in 14
west/3765 and a land:mg vessel of 2,000 tons (explos:.on and patch of oil to
left of stern). _

Situation on 13 August 1944

‘Situation on land

- The enemy is reconnoitring the front on both sideg of the Caen — Falaa.ae »
‘road. German artillery bombarded enemy tank and infantry assembly arsas. =

Brisk enemy fighter-bomber activity.  The " main defence line south-west
of St. Germain is in German hands once aga:.n. There are geps in the front
between St. Germain and Moulins. - - The main defence line between Moulins

* and Chenedolle has been withdrawn to the line Cesny - Esson - north of
Caumont - dong the Orme - 2 km, east of St.- Remy = Proussy - La Chapelle:
La’ Rocque = ‘2 km. east ‘of Chenedolle. Withdrawals to the front line,

Le Lande -- Vaumont --2 km. east of Rancoudray were carried out a.ocordmg
to plan. Hill 275 (¥ km. east-south-east of Maa.soncelles) has been
retaksn, The mein defence line betwcen Domfront a.d west of Alengon

/has
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has been withdrawn to -l:he ‘line Domfront - southern edge of Juv:.gny - sou'bhern
edge of Neuilly - southern edge of Pre en Pail - northern edge of Pace' = ~
western edge of Cuissai - western edge of Fontenai - 1 km, south of La Lande:
de Goult - western edge of Carrouges (in enemy hands) - horthern edge of Bouce.
There is a gap in the front between Bouce and Ecouche, Front line in the
Argentan area; north of Eocouche (in enemy hends) - south-esstern edge of
Argentan (in German honds) ~ southern edge of Urou - southern edge of Silly -
southern edge of Ie Bourg. . , CL o

» Br:.f;tany Ha.rassq.ng f:l.re on the St. Nazaire brn.dgehead and on La Roche=

Bernard, . Enemy forces have retired from the eastern edge of St. Nazaire,
F:Lght:mg wn.th enemy - tanks and  terrorists is in progress in the Lorient area.
An enemy attack on Gu:.pavas was beaten back.”  Increased tank activity east -
of Brest. 30 enemy tanks were destroyed by Germen artillery at Guipavas. =
L'Abervrach is in.enemy hands, Violent fighting is in progress south of -. .
St. Malo. The town of St. Malo was repeatedly attacked by rocket-firirg’ g
aircraft, -

Situation at sea

"In the afternoon Alderney was bombarded, presumably by a battlsshlp W:L'bh
38.cm, armament, from the direction of Cap de la Hogue. Considerable -
shipping activity in the Orne estuary. The following incoming vessels were .

. observed: 1 cruiser, 8 destroyers, 4 transport vessels, 3 fre:.ghters, 3 wa.rsh:.ps

-+ of unknown types; 1 cruiser, 1 tanker, 1 repair ship, 6 IST and ‘several other
vessels were observed leaving the estuary. The followmg were also observed
in.the same area: 20 freighters, 2 monitors, 1 cruiser, ) destroyers, abou‘b
9 .escort.craft and 1 minelaying vessel, 30 = 40 outward bound tr&nsport
vessels -off Cherbourg. According to air reconnaissance photographs Gherbourg
harbour has undergone considerable .repair, The following were :.denta.fa.ed- "
5 destroyers, 3 MTB's, 2 escort vessels, 6 mincsweepers, 6 LST, 46 largs’
landing-vessels, 38 small landing craft,, 59 freighters tota.ll:.ng 234,000 tons.
No mcre than: the usual amount. of shn.pp:l.ng in the harbour and on roa.dstead at
Sto ‘V&ast. .

German E—-bos.t operatlons were broken off dur:.ng the n:n.ght 12/13 8.

4 enemy small craft south-west of St. hoth:u,u and 1 cruiser and 2 destroyers
15 = 20 km, west of Ile de'Yeu in the morning. . Several eremy torpedo boats
13 km. north of Iezardrieux at middey. 3 onemy vessels in the Ile d'Oleron .
sea area, 2 enemy. destroyers on a northerl,y course south of Ile D'Yeu in the
afternoon. 1 destroyer north of Guernsey a.nd 3 vessels of. unknown types on a
westerly course south of Belle Ile in the. even:.ng.

Situation in the air

(&) Enemy ope rations:,

Lo From m:n.ddo.y very strong fonnatlon of American :f'our-eng:.ned a:.rcra.ft :
(1,100 = 1,200) with fighter escort flew over the Somme estuary - Paris - Seine
Bay area. The B.B.C. confirmed that the aircraft dropped bombs on transport
targets (roads, railways, river crossings etc,) over a wide area. Br:.’c:.sh
four-engined aircraft bombed harbour installations at Brest. - In the morning
and afternoon some 450 British and American twin-engined a.n.rcraf’t also attacked
trensport targets behind the front. Altogether 2,350 Americen and British
fighters provided cover for 'bomber formations, F:Lghter-bomber attacks were
similerly directed against transport targets and also troop movements » and were
concentrated in the area on both sides of Falaise.  Very active réconnaissance
of troop movements, mainly in the Argentan area and from -the Alengon — Mamers
area towards the esast. Only reconnaissance activity over the Reiche

(b) Germen operations'
A "Wilde Sau" attack wa.s .nade on Le Mele south of Sartho. A cono'entrated
attaok was made on Alengon. _ A:chraf‘b flew supplies to Brest. ) -
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Recgnr;'aisga_.nce_: Several fires in Chartres and Dreux. large fire extending
"1 = 2 km. 10 lm. east of St. Andre. = Large fire in Dreux. o -

S:‘Ltuation" on 14 lugus_t, 419)@1,4-. i

S;tﬁa'b:ifon on land .

' ‘BEast of “the “Orme: On the evening of 13 August ‘the enemy opened an attack
betwsen Grainville and St. Remy strongly supported by artillery and fighter-
bombers. Several breaches necessitated the withdrawal of the main defence
"line to the following position: '3 km. south-sast of Grainville - southern
edge of Fontaine - northern edge of) Martainville - southern edge of Combray -
northern edge of Glecy. . The ehemy launched an offensive with several '
hundred tenks at midday on 14 August and broke through the main defence line
at Estrees with 80 tanks (30 destroyed). Ernes and Hill 79 (to the south),.
Maizieres, Rouvres and Ouilly-Ie Tesson are in enemy hands, Iocal L
peneétrations have been made on the new main defence line south-east of .
Grainville = Clecy, The 12th SS Panzer Division is in action against
superior enemy forces, '

. West of theVOx"ne:  An enemy renetration in the Proussy area was blocked,
and an enemy. attack on the town is in progress, . The enemy is attacking
south of Chenedolle and in thie Maisoncelles area. An enemy armoured attack
on Hill 279 (4 km. east of Maisoncelles) was repulsed. South of this place
*"énemy forces broke through the main defence line and occupied ILe Fay and .
Hill 304.  The enemy pushed on in the direction of Tinchebray. '..A penetration
‘was blocked with finel Germen reserves. The enemy is bringing pressure
to bear: on Lohlay - L'Abbaye. Enemy forces have' penetrated into Domfront and
_ have broken through German defences west of Perroux. German counter-measures
are in progress, The Army reports a considerable drop in Germen morale .and
also lack of smmunition. Panzer Goup Eberbach has been, forced on to the
defensive, The line Carronges - Bouce - Hill 173 - south-west Ecouche will
e defended against enemy forces attacking from the south and east. = The
situation is confused south of Bouce and at Ecouche. In order to free
armoured units for mobile operations in the western sector the main’ defence
line will be withdrawn to the general line Clecy - Conde - Flers - Domfront
by the'night of 16 Augusts T ' B

. Brittany: Enemy operations on’ the eastern sector of the St. Nazaire
front. Enemy artillery bombarded positicns, and the towm of Laroche-Bernard.
Armoured thrusts towards Brest were repulsed, 'Enemy forces feeling their
way forward towards Brest-Nord airfield were bombarded by their own artillery.
Heavy fighting is in progress around the fortress of St. Malo. The enemy is
massing anti-tank guns for & concentric bombardment of the wain strong points .

Situation at sea

German minesweepers, supported by island artillery, fought an action with
at least 3 enemy destroyers and L4 MTB's between Jerscy and Guernsey. Hits
were observed on the destroyers. German E~boats carrying out mining operations
encountered enemy motor guhboats, The small ‘araft were later attacked by’

" an enemy destroyer which fired on its own vessels. 8 freighters each of |
7,000 tons, 3 destroyers and 4 other warships on a north-easterly course at
South Foreleand in‘the morning, Enemy convoy about.300 miles west of ILand's
End at midday, course 60°, cansisting of 1 battleship (?), 1 oruiser (?), |
several destroyers and 4O freighters, each of 5,000 tons. Aocording to .
an agent's report the convoy is probably carrying supplies from the U.S.A.
and. is bound for St. George's Crammel, . o _

Situstion in the air

- (a) Enemy operations

~ In the morming 1,200 American four-engined aircraft bombed Stuttgart,
Ludwigshafen, Kaiserslauterm, and airfields at Metz, Hagenau, Chievres,
Florennes, and Dijon. At the same time 80 American airoraft flew over

o * /Brittany.
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Brittany. In the afternoon 600 = 800 British four-engined aircraft were
operational over the battle area, presumably concentrating on the area north

of Falaise, At the same time part of the formation attacked Brest (according
to the B.B.C.). 1In the evening 80 = 100 British four-engined aircraft flew
over Britteny. - Unconfimmed reports state that bombs were dropped on St.Malos

In the morning about 150 British and American twin-engined aircraft were in
operation over the lower Seine area and over northern Frence. In the afternoon
and evening some 200 American twin-engined aircraft operated over the same

area. JIn the morning some 300 American four-engined aircraft and 250
twin-engined aircraft approached the Toulon - Avignor - Nice area. Bombs |
have been reported on Toulon. In the afternoon a further 150 = 200 American .
four-engined aireraft were over the Toulon area, '

Fighter operations: Altogether some 1,400 American and 800 British -
fighters escorted bomber formations and carried out free-lance fighter and
fighter~bomber operations against railways in northern France and airfields at
Villeroche, St. Dizier and Tavaux. Low-level operations were concentrated
on bridges and roads in the Falaise and Argentan area; positions in the Paimpol
area, and on, the German defence position Maizieres = Rouvres = Ouilly (Falaise).
Armed reconneissance operations were concentrated on the Falaise =~ Bernay - ’
Verneuil area, partially extending to the lower Seine. In the south fighter—
bombers attacked battle headquarters of the 2nd Flieger division and Jagdfuehrer
Southern France,.

(b) German operations: o
Montree (Argentan area) and Sees (Alengon area) were abtackeds M:.n;mg
operations were carried out.north of Courseﬁlles.. Aircraft carried supplies
to Brest and St. Malo (1 aircraft flew to the islend of Jersey). - Explosions
obsexrved in,Alengon. Mining operations were carried out according to plan,

Partisan situati o‘n.

Terrorist groups in St, Calais, Vendtme, Faye,Sclomnes and: the area along
the railway line Vendome -~ 3 km. before Blois. A& report that large-scale
strikes and risings are to commence on 14 or 15 August have been confirmed
several times., The railway strike in Paris was settled on- 14 Auguste

Situation on 15 August, 1944

Situation on.land

Eriemy ‘broke through our own defence line.near Le Bl with very strong air
support and heavy infantry and tank forces, pushed through with 80 tanks on
Condé (in :our own hends). Both sides of the Ceen-Falaise road the enemy is
carrying on the attack with strong armoursd forces on a 15 km, front. Enemy
breakthrough 8-1Q km.deep, not yet sealed off. 40 enemy tenks shot up. Enemy
is attempting to complete an encircling movement round the western PB-H'P‘ng the
5th Panzer Army and the 7th Army and push forward to Argentan via Falgise‘: -

East of the Orné: our main defence ling running through the recently retsken
positions in a course Airan - Vieux Fume - Magny la Campagne = Fevieres = east
of Hill 79 = western edge of the wood northewest of Vendsuvre = Hill 8- (west
of Moriéres) = Hill 86 = north of Perriéres - Epaney = South of goulagy -~ south
of Ie Homel - Trépel, After heavy gunfire on new main defence line enemy.
attack in the direction of Vendeuvre with 100 teanks, 30 enemy tanks in the = .
thrust on Epaney. St. Plerrs (cn Caen-Falaise road) occupied by the enemy, . .

West of the Orne: Enemy advanced from Proussy towards St. Denis (oocupiea:bjf
the enemy). Withdrawal movements in the western sector not yet completed.
Enemy is-advancing from La Ferte-ilace (enemy occupied) towards the north-east

and is threatening our own right wing. Enemy tanks have teken Ranes (south-

west of Ecouché), From. the _Ecopché - Argpnton arca advance towards the west,

north-west and north of Batilly, La Courbe, Montgeroult, Sentilly enemy occupied.
Enemy . tanks reported eastern gector Forét de Gouffern, Enremy has advanced on

. : | /Chartres
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Chartres in the strength of an augmented reconnaissance regiment (reckoned at
60 tYanks and 15 - 20 armoured patrol vehn.cles) from 3 directions (from
Ill:l.eres, Courville, Chhtea.uneuf) Enemy is br:n.ng::.ng up fresh forces, -
Bombing of AA pos:.t:Lons in the town, gunfire on the edge of the town and .on -
the town centre.’ Reconna:.ssa.nce over Dreux; ammum.‘ba.on and fuel s:.tuat:l.on .
cr:l.t:.oal in 7th Army area. ' '

Br:.ttany ‘Enemy f:.ghter—'bomber attacks in the I.or:.ent f:l.ght:mg areay . I:.Tankf
attack near Paa.mpol repulsed. After long continuous gunfire preparat:.on, .
Dinard teken by enemy tanks and infantry. _ Town of St.Malo Ind to bé g:.ven up
during the night of 14/15 August. . A

Southern front: Heavy bombing raids during the evening of 14 August on
Toulon and Marseilles, dropping of dummies by parachute at the same time in
the Marse:.lles area, - Since 0530 hours, landing frem the sea between. Toulon
and’ N:Lce 'y concentra'b:mg on St. Raphael area. Landa.ng pomts. Nice. " Cap de.
Drammont, St. Raphagl, St. Maxim, Cavalaire, Le )Lavardou and cast of Toulon.
Land:l.ng of\p rachu,te troops in the area Nice,y Cannes and St. Raphael, as. well_
.'as 1and1ng\w:|.’ch troop transport gln.ders be tween Grasse and Draguignans
Strength of the landed troops estimated a“b 1—- - 2 divisions,

S;Ltua.t:.on at sea

0ff Orne estuary about 1930 hours 15 transports each of about 7000 tons.
North of Luc sur Mer 1 battleship or heavy cruiser, as well as 6 - 8 1:|.ght
cruisers or destroyers. :

Sou‘thern Prance: "In Bay of Max:.me 6 cru:t.sers, 12 destroyers, 2 LST,Y tank _
landing craft, 130 motor land:mg vessels, 10 km, east .of St.Raphael 1 oru:.ser,
3 aestroyers, 15 tank landing craft, .120 motcrland:.ng veSsels, off Ste Raphael
1 ¥ruiser apparently damaged. Near Cavalaire' 3 cscort boats, 15 tank landing
craft, 25 motor landing vessels (8 of them apparently on fire). Off Camnes .
at 1530 hours, 1 battle cruiser, 5 cruisers or destroyers and 10 = 12 smaller
ships, . . : . N p e :

[T . i . : 3
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Situatioh in the air

(2) Enmy 5‘opéz%é£tiér’as=

In the forenoon heavy Americen (sbout 1000) ard British (ébout 800)
four-sngined formations. BRombing by British formations on Luftwa.ffe stations
at Volkel, Eindhoven, Venlo, Gilze, Rijen, St. Trond Tirlemorid, Le Culot,
Melsbroeck, Florennes and by American formations on Luftwaffe stations at
Soesterberg, Deelen a.nd Iwente; also the greater part of". the i‘ormat:.ons a.ga:.nst
Iuftwaffe stations in the area Bremen = Muenster and Cologne - Franl:f‘art.

In the morming,afternoon and’ even:mg Amer:.can 'I:W:.n-eng:.ned formaticns
(altogether about 300 aircraft) in the ares of “the Lower Seine, eastwards: of
“Paris, bombing so far reported on Luftwaffe spec:.al mstalla.t:ons "Ieopold" '
‘and :Ln the Rouen area, .

South coast of France: continuous bombing by tw::.n and .;our-eng:.ned formations.
Glider towa.ng and pamphlet dropping taken ;il.ace.

F:Lghter and f:.ghter-bomber activity: on escort duties or mde,pendently

900 American and 800 British fighters observed in action aga.:.ns'& Northern

PFrance area., conoentra'b:mg on German troop movements ‘and w:u.thdra.wd movements

to -bhe East of Condé - Falaise,

(b) Germen operations: o

: Special operat:Lon ‘against supply to agents, Raid on St‘.__Sylva'in.

Mining. Concentrated attack on southern sector of Caen. Attack on -

Brettev:n.lle, in cOoperatlon with roed-strafing. Attack on Malzieres,
o L /Situation
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Situation on 16 August, 194k

Situation on land =

East of the Orne: In the night of 16 August our main defence had to be withdrawn
to & line running Dives sur MSr = St. Pierre du Jouquet = 1 km. west of Méziden: -
St. Pierre St. Dives - eastern edge of Lieury - southern edge of Courcy = 2km.’ ‘
east of Bernieres - eastern edge of Coulibee uf - ncrthern edge of Versain ville -
northern edge of Aubigay - western edge of Martigny - northern edge of Ouilly le
Basset - .southern edge of Pont d'Ouilly - eastern edge of Berjou - 3km, south-
east of St. Pierre du Regard, . Deteils on the course of the withdrawal movements
are not yet to hand. Enemy has broken thruugh new defence line south-west of

Percy-en-Auge and has thrust forward up to two km. cast Bretteville south of

Dives; 'is turning towards the north-east into the same area. Battles around
St. Pierre still in progress. Enemy tanks pushed through new main defence line
and reached the area Morteaux - Coulibosuf with armoured spearheads. ~ Enemy

attack from Aubigny in the direction of Falaise has been intercepted 2 km. north=-
north-west of Falaise (crossroads). :

West of the Orne: 5 km. east of Conaé, south of Noireau enemy broke through new
main defence line near Berjou (enemy ocaupied), pushed on furtker towards the
south and was intercepted with last resérves. Enemy is bringing in strong -
infentry and armoured forces. Left wing of western sector- 7th Army withdrawn
to Flers = Saires la Verrerie. Supply - traffic over the Orme from east to west
most severely hampered by blocking of rceds and the air situation. The shortage
of fuel is becoming very noticeable. '~ Our cwn flak group 8 kme south-west of
Dreux encircled by the enemy. = According to an unconfirmed report enemy A
armoured forces have pushed south-east past Dreux. . Fighting round Chartres -
(enemy occupied) with strong enemy armoured forces is still going on. Contact
with the enemy near Nogent-le-Roi and Maintenon. Atout. 1200 hours, enemy
motorised units with mounted -infantry 10 ki, north-north-west of Rambouillet on
the - Houden = Rambouillet road. 15-20 vehicles on the Ste. Leger - Rambouillet
roade ' St. Leger en Yvelines, Rembouillet, Ablis free of the enemy. Bonneval -
occupied by the enemy. 4O enemy tanks near Ormes (8 kme north-west of Orleans).
Northern part: of Orleans possibly occupied by the enemy.

Brittany: Brest fighting axea: Milizac free of the enemy. Enemy concenti'ations
south~east of Guipavas bombarded by our own artillery. Heavy fighting is still
going on around the St. Malo citadel, , s

Southern front: Breakthrough area Cap Negre and near Cap Drammont sealed off
by continuous counter-thrusts by local reserves. . Enenmy strength has not yet
been estimated. Ytreet fighting in St. Raphael towards evening. The 19th

~ Army is coping with further strong landings in the breakthrough area and also
west of Marseilles. .

Situation at sea

No ships reported ':i:n"bhg ihvasion area;  pcor visibility.

Situation in the air
- (a) Enemy operations

Slight owing to weather conditions, In the evening American twin-engined
. formetion in the front lire zone. ' o :

Reich area: In the morning heavy American four-engined formations (1200 aircraft)
bombed industrial and fuel installations in the central Germany areas
Simultaneously about 150 Americen four-engined aircraft from the Italian zone
bombed aircraft and armament industry at Friedrichshafen. . . :

About 600 American and 400 British fighters obscrved in fighter and fighter—
bomber operations concentrating on Orne battle area. Low-level bombing operation
against withdrawal movements in the Dreux area. irmed reconnaigsance ageinst
infantry, tanks and guns in the Falaise areé.
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(b) Germen operations:

Escort for Navy, Concentrated attack Ernes - s»Ia.J.z:.eres, combined with
strafing of motor vehicles. Concentrated attack Olendon -. Sassy = Ernese.

. Support for special naval operation, Attack on landing fleet in the area
St. Rapha.el - St. Tropez. R . ‘ S :

—— .. ,"!./.'

. “General 'de Gaulle has made an appee.l to the ¥Frénch’ people s in which he
. ‘calls them to rise against the Germar srmed f@ces and to stage strikes,
' The r::.s:.ng is to be general in Brittany, eimirg at :.solat:mg the German
garrisons to the north of the Loire. The populat:.on is to secure weapons,

. form small groups and attack small German columns, while between the Loire -
~'and the Garonne, German columns on' the march and Germen garrisons’ remaining
" behind are to be attacked. - According to the reports handed in up to the

, present moment, the effect of this e.ppeal as not been assessed.

Situation on 18 August, 194 . g . ‘

To the east of the Orme the eremy succeeded in breaking through our new
main defence line; Mezidon and St. Pisrre occupied by the enemy. . Enemy is
‘prese:mg forward strongly on both sides of Falaise in the direction of Trun.

. Dambleinville, Fresne, Fala:Lse and Rapilly occupied by the enemy. The curve
 of the front to the west of the Orme has been pushed back to behind the river,
B F:Lght:mg is going on during the retreat in the area’ Carneille and Ie lenil
de Br:.ouae. ..."West of Argenten and in the For8t de’ ‘Gouffern the enemy has-
been thrust back: towards the south and asocuth-east by our” own tank foxmat:l.ons.-

' Accdrd:.ng £o unconf:l.med reports there has been’ ‘dropp:mg ‘of enemy - )
,pare.chute *troops in’ the Evreux-Dreux area, 1end:|.ng from the aa.r by transport
" gliders to the south’ ‘of Mentes, 1In a further advance’ “the' enemy - succeeded in
cépturing Dreux and Chartres and forming bridgeheads over ‘the ‘Bure, - Er'emy'
. tank spearhsads were held up :Ln the: area Rambouillet and St.Arnot, Accord:.ng
to “anconfirmed repcrt’ enemy aavance section past Etampes in the area’ ’
Fontainebleu. Chiteaidun, VendOmes and Orleans (enemy occépied).  The -
. citadel at St. Malo had to be given up after hero:l.c :E':Lght:mg. Local
L iengagemenbs in the avea Brest a.nd Lor:uent. T e

On the south front the enemy is attempting to establish 11&1son be tween
.the bridgeheads formed and is at tbe same tlme advancing towards the north
from St. Raphael and Cannes,

Situation on 20 -August,l94k .

Situation on land

5th Panzer Army and 7th Army: +the enemy has pushed past scme positions )
on the main defence line on the eastern front. Survey of own forces and
preparation for advance on Touques sector. Near Brucourt the enemy has
advanced 3 km, towards the east and is turning towards Barville; fighting
still going on. Enemy assembly positions in the Putot arca bombarded.
by our artillery. From the. St.Michel area the cnemy has pushed forward
. through the breach in the front towards St. Marguérn.te s  Object of attack.
probably Orbec. Own main defence line retaken in an enemy thrust on a
line Cabourg ~ Dozulé ~ Notre Dame D'Estéréés = Notre Dame de Livaye =
western edge of Le Mesnil Simon - eastern elge of Livarot — Breviers =
.. .gastern edge of Renouard - northern edge of les Champeaux = 3 km. west of
Y7 Vimoutieres. An attempt on the morning of 19 August to make an opening
in the ercircled area of- the . 7th Army proved fruitless, in consequence
of lack of fuel and very heavy enemy f:.ghter-bomber activity. Renewed’
attack on the morn:.ng of 20 August from the Vimoutidres ares in the d:.rection
.of Trun increased in pressurs, Details about the situation in the pocket
~.not known, . Argenta.n preswna.bly eccup:l.ed by the enemy.

I8

/18t Army
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18t Army: Our battle group has prevented the crossing of the Seine by the

enemy, who have pushed forward to Mantes and Vernone. Reconnaissance -reports

the northern bank of the Seine north-west of Paris free of the enemy, Measures
taken to clear the Bonnieres - Mentes road of the enemy. Enemy tanks advencing
between the Eure and the Seine to Louvieres have occupied Gaillon. Since the
evening of 19 August there has been an attack by strang enemy infantry and
armoured units from the west on the bases of Orgeval and Neauphle. On the whole
of the remaining front west of Paris only strong enemy reconnailssance concentrating
on line of barriers south-west of Paris. Strong enemy tank assembly positions
spctted in the area of Merville (15 km. south-south-west E‘hampes).

'Situation in the air

(a) Enemy operations:

_ Owing to weather conditions no activity by twin and four-engined formations.
Close-range bombing operations, in the north on tanks and motor vehicles in the
area north of Bernay and in the south, against motor vehicles in the Mines area.
In the morning about 200 American and 100 British fighters, concentrating on the
upper Seine, in the afternoon about 400 American and 200 British fighters,
concentrating on Versailles, as far as Chantillye

(b) German operations:

Raids on the area Rouen - Llbeuf. Raids on Mexidon and rosd strafihg in
the Falaise area. Air supply in the area north-gast of Argentan (Hill 262,
8 km. east of Trun). - -

Partisan situation

In Paris strike by police and railwaymen, several a.'ttazzks by terrorists on
German ‘u.nits in Paris. Appropriate counter-measures restored quiets

Situation on 21 August,l9Ll.

Situation on land

Todey the enemy opened an encircling attack during the noon hours against
the 5th Panzer Army front established on the south bank of the Seine., The main
concentration was in the -area round Lisieux and to the south of and between
Verneuil and Dreux. Superior enemy aruoured forces succeeded in pushing ‘
through to Lisieux; a furthcr thrust was held by & counter-attack by units of
the 21st Panzer Division. Between Verneuil and Dreux extensive defence front
held by units of the 344th Division and 17th Luftwaffe Field Division was broken
through; by evening the enemy had reached the line Rugles - Bretauil = Damville
- south of Pacy. Between the Bure and the Seine the Fick battle group is
engaged in heavy fighting against superior enemy armoured forces., I1 SS Panzer
Corps succeeded in meking cantact with units of the 7th Army. The heavily
wounded C=in-Ce 7th Army as well, General Hausser, has fought his way through
with a combat group. Between Vernon and Mantes the enemy has formed bridgeheeds
and is carrying out reconnaissance towards the north. The west front of the
5th Panzer Army was withdrawn on the night of 21/22 pugust to the line running
from Touques to Lisieux - Glos - Orbec - Rugles, On the north bank of the Seine,
units of the 16th Luftwaffe PField Division have ocpened a counter-attacks Near
the 1st Army the enemy opened the attack towards the east during the aftermoon
between Etampes and Pithiviers. Etampes and Malesherbes taken. In Paris
terrorist activity is increasing; construction of barricades in progress,
concentrating on islands in the Seine and outskirts.

Southern front: Cames outflanked to the north by the enemy. Enemy is :
established 7 kme west of the town, our own forces fighting back on a defended
position Montauroux - Gallian - Fayence, Ccmmencement of fighting east and
north-east of Toulon. Defence position set up north-east of Toulon taken
from the enemy. New line: Cuge les Pins ~ SteZacharie - Pourcieux = Rians -
St.Paul les Durance. Between Donce and Valence strong saboteur activitye
AT1 the Rhone bridges between Lyon and the estuary destroyed. ‘Crossing

/possible
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poss:.'ble only ‘on” s:mgle forries wh:.ch aré’ not easily enough ava.:.la.ble.
F:.ghtexhbomber a.ctiv:l.ty s hamper:.ng ‘our own movements.

Situation at sea

Fran the ribfthé'm'gr;d southern France area no shipping reports.

" Situation in the air
(2) Enemy opérations

No activity by bomber formations. Only minor activity by fighter
forces mainly in the area of the Lower Seine; sorties into the area Rethel
= Reims. Mosquito sorties reconnoitring towards south-west Germany.

:‘ (b) German operat:.ons

*,  Alr supply in the area 11 kme east of V:.mout:.ers (H:Lll 232) Boubing on
AA end gunn pos:.tn.ons as well as on columns of vehloles. Mining according

to plen.

Situation on 22 August, 1944

S:.tua.tlon on land

Norﬂhem fraont: 5th Panzer Army area.’ north—wes’c of Paris: Enemy. a.ttempts to-
cut off our own forces in the area between the Touques position, Evreux and -
the lower Seine have been continued. Enemy armoured forces have pushed
forward to Pont L'EvEque to the east of Pjerretitte end ILisieux., Our own -
artillery has bombarded enemy assembly points south of Lisieux. Most of II
‘88 ‘Panzer ‘Corps arrived in msin defence line between Lisieux and Hulles. The
enemy has advanced with 120-%anks from Damville (enemy occupied) and Gerancidre
towards the north and pushed forwaxrd as far as Le Mesnil-Hardray and Gravigny
and occupied Hill 123 north of Evreux with weak forces. . Ia Heuniere occupied
by the ensmy., Attack on Vermon repulsed. Enemy is attempting to extend
Bonnidres br:.dgehead. Our own attack is in progress against the bridgehead
at Ma.ntes on a 1:.ne Mezy - Sa.:.lly.

'Paris: Appearance ‘'of strong terrora.st groups, ma.:.nly inr 'bhe south-easbem
suburbs, Comb:.ned “thrust by ‘terrorists with collaborationists, surprise :
attacks on German motor veha.o]es, Plag hoistings. Ersc¢tion of emergendy
rear pos:l.t:.on north’ "and’ north-east of Paris‘ih a line Conflans - Montmorency -
Ie. Raincy - he:.ghts round Champ:.gny is :.n prOgress, NN

Battle area. south-west of Paris: Very strong eneny a.tte.oks Ain progress to :
reach east bank of the Seine south of Paris and to advance through in the
‘diréction of Troyes and Romilly. American XII Corps also opened an attack
from the aresa south-west of Chateaudun. Our own main defence line Arpajon .-
Ia Ferte Alais - Prunay south  of Essone - La Ghapelle la Reine = Nemours. =
Montargis penetrated at several points by strong enemy armroured forces, .
Enemy crossing of the Seine near Mélun on the night of 22 August .not:confirmede

 Enemy axmoured forces have crossed bridge near Souppes, Senes ‘occupied by

" terrorists to the strength of 2 battalions with 20 small ene-man tanks.
Enemy tanks have advanced with terrorists in the direction of Troyes.and
Romilly, Sens-Romilly area is thickly infested with terroristss Our own
bridgehead position both sides of Montereaux cccupied. Enemy advance on
Montargis. 1st Ammy is to withdraw across the Seine on the. night of 23
August. : SR .

Brittany: Enemy gunfire in the areas St. Nazaire, Lorient, Brest, Fighting
in the defence line before ‘St. Nazaire. The commanding officer and Germen
personnel of a Georgisn Company have been massacred near Lorients  Some
_units deserted, the restlave been disarmed. Strong terrorist: act:w::.ty in
'bhe Qrozan Pen:msula sector. .

St. Malo fighting area: Obcembre Battery in action‘a_ga.insf.' 2 -eﬁéﬁi'y destroyers,

Scuthern
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Southern front: Aocording to unconfirmed reports enemy landing have been going
on near St. Jean de Luz since the morning of 22 Auguste Our own rearguards are
resisting near Bayonne. lMont-de-liarsan area enemy- occupied.

Situation at sea

o 1\{&: S§q.ipping reports from Seine ‘bay. Reports state .that supply traffic is
proceeding -according tc plane . ‘ R A

Situatiom in the air

(a) Enemy operations

Very slight during the morning, some revival of"‘:f'ig'hter activity in the
la;t\aer afternoon, small fighter formations in the areas St. Quentin, Reims,
Chateau-Thierry. Bombing unconfirmed in St. Quentin and Montdidier.

(v) German operations

Weather I;econnaissancev. Concentrated raid on Mantes. Supply in Broglie
area, Target in Dreux area attacked without obseivation of effects 250 kg
motor fuel, 18 containers each holding 250 kg, of amnunition, 3 containers each
with 1000 kg. of ammunition, 1 container with 1000 kge of provisions were diropped.

Situation on 23 August 194kL.

Situation on land

Northern front: On the front Deauville - Lisieux - Rugles enemy-attacks are '
concentratihg south-east of Lisieux, enemy armoured forces have thrust forward
to south of Courtonne., Situation in the Conches area and in the area south-east
and north east of Ie Neubourg, unsettled, Heavy fighting in progress near

Ie Neubourge The battle group established along the Bure has occupied ‘2 new
front line Heudebouville - imfreville in spite of stronger enemy attacks, -Our
own attacks against the brdigehead Mantes-Gassicourt have not been successful.
Defence line is from Juzieres — Laville - Guitran court - Fontenay = Drocourt

to Vetheuil. . ' '
Paris: - Terrorists have taken up their position in the Louvre with machine guns.
Grand Palais burning.  Surprise attacks on vehicles, mainly on the outskirts
of the~tm. . . : .

1st Army combat ares south-east of Paris: front line betwesn Orsey and Corbeil
retaken., Southern part of Mélun oocupied by the enemye Forét de Fontainebleau
occupied by the enemy. Town in our own hends., Fighting in progress north of
Nermours. Our battle group from Troyes moving in.the direction of Sens, east
of Villeneuve surrounded by the enemy, fought their way back to Troyes. Enemy
in something like regimental strength east Villeneuve, Presence of the enemy
_near Romillx\sou‘th of the Seine reported, not yet confirmed.

Brittany: .Increased gunfire on the Lorient battle area, Luftwaffe station at
lorient partly destroyed by enemy actions e o o

Southern front: Withdrewsl movement according to plam. . Enemy pressure’ negligible.
Saboteur activity with heavy weapons in the area Montelimar - Loriol. ~Toulon:
fighting still going ons According to unconfirmed reports the enemy is

established 5 km. west and north-we §t, _pf_ Marseilles,

. Situation. at sea

In the sea area off Cherbourg cpnsidersble traffic in north-south
directions. In the morning minhesweeping enemy unit west of Ie Havre.

Southern Frahce:, in the afternoon Marseilles land front under fi;'e ,from the sca.
1 battleship and 1 heavy cruiser took parts : S

/Situation

G.223867/3W/5,/49/35



- 2l -

S:.tuatn.on m the air

(a) Enemy opemt:.ons.

In the forenoon only slight reconnaissence activity. = From 1400 hours,
intensive fighter-~bomber activity and armed reconnaissance activity in the
fighting area and in the front line zone north of the Seine up to the estuary
of: the Scheldts Low-level bomb:.ng attack on German motor vehicles and troops
in the arca Fontainebleau - i&lun - Provins as well a& on pos:l.’c:l.ons in ‘the

© Angers area, Very surong reconnaissance concentrating in the Rouen - Dieppe
area, as well as in the Mélun ~ Gien area between the Seine and the Loire
against troop movements and ammunition dumps, against strong vehicle
concentrations in the Gisers area, river craft on the Seine near Quillebeuf,
and against tanks, artillery and troops in the battle area west of the lower
Seine,: .
(b) Germen operations: ‘

Air cover over ferries both sides cf Rouen. Raid on troop concentrations
in the bend of the Seine north-west of Mantes. Air supply to area 3 km, east
of Beaumesm.l (Vernay area.) '

_Part:.san sa.'buatn.on '

Cons:l.dera.ble saboteur groups :Ln the area Orlears - BlO:!.S a Tours -
Romocantin. Limoges, Ch&teauroux, Toulouse, Pau, Perigusux said-to be
occupied by terrorists.

Sa.tua.t:.on on 24 August 19141.;.

Situatlon on land

Tor st

Northern front' 5th Panzer Army battle area north-west of Paris, Enemy has
been concentrating lagely on the hemm:.ng in of the (Terma.n battle group in the
Iga Touque. - Evreux = lowez; Seine area. . Pressure from the west is‘being:
strengthened by the engagemen'b of an Amer:.ca.n Army Corps from the south, Eremy
is-presumably planning an. advance in' the d:.reot:.on of Rouen., Partial )
destruction and blocking of Rouen harbour in ‘progress, Enemy attack against
south front of the 5th Panzer Army betseen Risle and Eure with strong armoured
.forces in the, area north-west of Dreux. Attacking spearheads intercepted in
the Ie Neubourg aree. . Enemy has occup:.ed the town. . The free:.ng of our own
forces by a withdrawal in the night of 2372k August ‘on to & line running
Honfleur - Berney - northern edge of Ie Neubourg - Acquigny (Eure) « Seinee
Our battle group- in the line Amfreville - Heudebouville had to fall back on
to a line Louviers =~ bend of the. Seine. On the morth bank of the Seine our
own counter-attack.at f:.rst ga:.ned prou.nd towards the west, then had to halt
in the fact of heavy enemy:. gunfire. La Rooha-Guym taken ;s bend of the

Seine south-west of it cleared UDPs. . ,

Paris' Single ener"y units puébed through as f&ir as' Péaris (Etoile)

Battle area south-east of Paris: all br:l.dges north of Corbe:.l m:.ned. Since
the morning of 23 August, strong enemy attacks in the Fontamebleau arety '
Enemy went north-west from there both ‘sides of Vulaines over the Seine.

. Counter-thrust in progress.. Between Sens and Troyes the enemy has not
pressed any further. towards theé east.  Likelihood of a ‘continued enemy
attack has to be prepared for. .Our own forces are f:l.ghtmg their way back
fron Montargis (enemy occupied) to Auxerre

Brn.ttany' Lorient battle area: increased enemy gunfiire on our own defence
line. Ouyr artillery brought in in defence against terrorist groups. Brest
battle area: artillery. activity on. botb sides. Battle area St. Malo: the
Cécembre .battery is still in actions . . o ’

Southern front: The course of the progress of the enemy's forces cconfirms

their intention to push forward in simultaneous attacks on Toulon on a broad
front into the lower Rhone valley and in the d:.rect:.on of Grenoble. Up to
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now there have been observed altogether 3 American infantry divisions, 3 French
infantry divisions and 1 French armoured division. According to reconnaissance
reports received up to the present moment, landing near Ste.Jean de Luz apparently
only by commando troops. The enemy is not meking a frontal pursuit on our own
withdrawal movements to néw line south of Avignon. Encircling movement in
pursuit north of Durance - Lyons prevented by barrages and the ‘activity of a
panzer division. . Continuous terrorist ectivity in the area’ Avignon, Carpentras,
Montelimar, Do o ‘ - ' S :

Alpine area: Heavy fighting with terrorists in Haute Savoie. Annecy (35 kmesouth
of Geneva) occupied by the enemy. Situation in the Grenoble area has grown
more acute., Strong soboteur activity. It is no longer possible to hold.the
small town of St. Bernhard, :
Saone~Rhone va.lley:' partisan‘activity ‘on roads along the Rhone south of Lyon.

Massif central: Considerable terrorist risings in Corréze. Unit at Limoges is
fighting its way back towards the east via Bourganeuf.

Situétipn at sea _'

Ships concentrated in the evening and night scuth-west Cap de la Hve, . .
A large number of small vessels the beach., Enemy destroyers and MIB's trying
to engage our Channel Island convoy were forced to retire by the Jersey battery.
Convoy arrived according to plan. Our own patrol vessels on a supply run in
Audierne bay intercepted by enemy sea forces. I S

Situation in the air .

(aj Enemy 0perations‘: '

About 50 aircraftin the area north of the lower Seine, and about 30 in the
Belgium zope, Bombing reported only in the Somme estuary areas 50 = 60
Mosguitos in the Rhineland bombing in the area Cologne and Moers. :

(b) German operations:

Strafing and mortar attacks on enemy~held bridge near Mantes and troop
concentrations both sides of the bridge. Strafing and mortar attacks on bridge
near Souppes and, vehicle columns on the road Souppes - Sens -~ Troyes.
Recaonnaissance on roads and bridges. Reconnaissance in area Montargis - Sens =
Romilly. Armed reconnaissance in Elbeuf - Mantes area,

D'ail;} report for 27 August,l194l. -

German operations:

During the night formations of Flisgerkorps IX attacked the Sceaux district
of Paris, bombing the main supply routes on both sides of Sceauxs - )

During the day formations of II Jagdkorps cerried out operations against
fighter-bombers and artillery-spotter aircraft,

+

Enemy operations:

[

Slight enemy activity over western occupied areas during the nighte A
strong R.A.F, heavy bomber formation flew over to attack targets in the Reich.

Around middéuy a :.itrong fomaﬁim of R,A.F, heavy bombers passed over to
attack targets in the Reich, while 100 Americen twin-engined aircraft penetrated
the battle area south-west of Rouen at approximately the same timee

Brisk fighter a.nd.‘fighter-boniber activity throughout the daye
/Sorties
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. The enemy

Night:

... . 70 intruders and long-range night fighters were in operation over the
whole of the Holland = Belgium = northern France area, ' Bcmbs were reported
on Arnheim and Venlo, Over the Reich strong R.A.F, heavy bomber formations

:consisting of scme 700 = 800 aircraft attacked Koenigsberg, Kiel and Hamburge
‘About 30 Mosquitos flsw over to meke a nuisance raid on Berlin, :

Day:

. Around midday a strong R.A.F. heavy bomber formation flew 'over the Scheldt
estuary into the Ruhr, dropping bombs on Homberge '

(Pirst R.A.F. dsy attack on the Reich! )

At approximately the same time an American formation of some 100 twin=-
engined aircraft was in operation over.the battle area south-west of Rouen.
Fighters and fighter-bombers were very active from 0930 hours. R.AF.
formations numbering about 200 aircraft operated over the Rouen area, and some
500 Agerican aircraft over the Mentes'and Melun areas, attacking troop
movements, tanks, vehicles, ships and a battle headquarters. '

Fighter-bombers were very active throughout the day. Sofne‘ 300 Ame;'icén
fighters were in action over the whole of the Belgium~northern France aree,
attacking transport targets. :

Aircraft reconnoitre_d movements on roads in the Rouen and Senlis arsas,
Defence ..

In an attack on the Paris district heavy concentrations of Adhs véere::'«
encountered in the terget -area. '

German operations

orders | . .
Operational order N9.1_25','for the nq‘.ght‘ 26/27 Augusr't-:,'l%l:.y

1. 'Fliegerkorps IX will make a heavy attack with mixed bomb load on the
Sceaux district (southern outskirts of Paris), concentrating on the main
supply routes on both sides of Sceaux from Chatenay Malabry to Montrouge
(route 20) and from the crossroads directly: east of Villacoublay to Montrouge.

2, The city centre will be avoided at all costs.

3, The Army will bfing’some containers of leaflets to Ie Cuiot‘for KeGe 30,
which will be taken on the operation and dropped over Paris if they arrive
in Ie Culot by 1800 hours. o ‘ ‘

.

L. Navigational aids: mnone.

Resulys of the day's operations:

) Operational Strength: Night : Dé.y

II Jagdkorps . ' S [ - - 106 aircraft
Fliegenkorps IX - 1M .3 "
Iong=-range recce Gruppe 123% S - 4 "
127 . 113 aircreft
Total 240 aircraft

/Successes
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Successes:
(a) Against enemy aircraft: ’
By units of II Jagdkorps 5 aircraft shot down for csrtain

. 2 probables
'Aircraft shot down by A.A, will be reported later,

(b) Ageinst targets at sea: none.

(o) Against targets on land:
Fliegerkorps IX. In an attack on Sceaux very large: fires and several .
explosions (including one large one, probably a fuel dump) were cbserveds

German losses -

e

Fliegerkorps IX 2 aircraft
Jagdkorps IT 7?18 aircraft

Detailed report:

() Night operations

+ Operations by units of Fliegerkorps IX:

111 aircraft took part inthe attack on the main supply routes on both-
sides of Sceaux, 108 dropping high explosive and incendiary bombs, ~ .-A number
of explosions, many slowly-spreading fires, and also several considerable

_explosions, presumably resulting fromhits en fuel dumps, werc observed.

3 aircraft broke off from the operation. 2 aircraft and one aircrew
were lost.

Operations by wjits of II Jagdkorps

10 aircraft patrolled in wai;b'.'fox" an expected enemy attack over the Somme
. estuary. No successes or lossee reaulted from this operation.

) 6 aircraft carried out patrols over ferry points on both sides of Rouen
without engaging the enemy. ’

(b) Day operations

Operations by units of II Jagdkorps

During the day 106 aircraft carried out operations dgainst fighter—bombers
and artillery-cbserver aircraft in the Mantes - Vernon srea.- Details regarding
the execution of this operation were not reported. 5 aireraft were shot down
for certain and 2 others probably destroyed. '

Orders and instructions

4, Tt is suggested to OKL operations Staff and G.0.C. Signals that 6/(¥)123
be transferred back to the Reich in view of the fuel situation, as fighter and
‘bomber formations have already found themselves unable to participate in
operations owing to lack of fuels ' ' S

2, Report on fuel quota available for the month of September, 194k. Opera.tional
plans must be cut down to alleviate the fugl situations o

3, Order to both Luftgen Field H.Q's to deploy heavy flak unit 4L(E) for
defence of transport installations at Nancye : :

4, Order tc Belgium - northern France Luftgan Field H.Q. to transfer special

purpose aircraf't and flak defonce units based at Juvincourt airfield to Chievres,
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5., H.Q, Luftflotte 3 reports to OKL Operations Staff that Arlon will be the
next battle headquarters in the east. :

Transfers, arrivals, departures:

1. 3/JG L will transfer to Bayreuth - Bindlach. "

- 2, Long-distance recce Gruppé 123 with Staff will trensfer immediately from

Rheims to Luxemburg - Sandwellers,

3, ILuftflotte 3 requests OKL Operations Staff to transfer I/3G301 back to
the Qe:i.ch area at once.

Ly 4§F /121 -will transfer from Juvincourt to Florennes and
4(®)/123 from Rheims to Charieville, - ’

Daily report for 28 August 1944

‘Transfer of H.Q, of Luftflotte 3 from Rheims to Arlon:

In accordance with the transfer order issued on 25 August, Iuftflotte 3
wnits stationed in Rheims set out for Arlon in M/T at OLOO hourse

Accommodation in Arlon: Flhr. Abt. in the Palais de Justice, 0.Queand Hohe

Nafll in the convent of the Sceurs de Sacre Coeur, and the in-lying piquet in

‘a bank building. . -

No reports on German operations guring the night of 27/28 August or on
28 August have been submitteds. : Lt e : :

Enemy operations

Slight activity during the nighte

~ Brisk fighter and fighter-bomber activity during the day, and also
operations by twih<engined formations. over the battle area, and by four—

"engined formations over the . Reichs

The_enemy

Sorties

Night:

Slight long-range night fighter ahd intruder activity over Belgium and

." northern France,  Single airoraft were in operation over northern Germany
_as far as the Berlin area, and a Mosquito formation attacked Mennheime

Dajr: A .
Brisk fighter and fightex-bomber activity over the whole of the Belgium =

. northern France area, Bombing attacks were made on railwey installations,
- flak positions, end a fuel plant -in Givets

Tw:in-éng'ined_‘ formations a.pproachéd .in the aftemoqn;”ho bombing attacks

reported. .. ' S .
Powards evening a large R.A.F, heavy bomber formation attacked

installations in the .V1 launching zonee L L

. Tn- the morning some' 300 American fighters. attacked ré.ilways in western
Gemany. . ' .4. . o . . . RN !'.' . L

(No air defence or reconnaissance reports. )

Y [oerman
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German operations

Operational order for the ni'gh’c"‘i"-'-'?/ZB August:
Fliegerkorps IX

 Concentrated attack on Melun. Main objectives: Bridges and arterial -roads
in the north and east. T . : . o

No other reports on German opératicms have been submitted owing to ‘transfer
of units, . ,

Daily report for 29 August, 194

German operations:

Fliegerkorps IX mede o concentrated attack on Melun during the nighte

Units of II Jagdkorps carried out fighter-bomber sweeps over the .Soissons -
Rheims - Chalons sur Mer = Chateau Thierry areas Cot : '

Only slight enemy activity during the day and night,
. . ‘The enemy

- Sorties . B

e
EN

Night:

Small~scale long~réhge night “fighte:': and intruder operationa. over Belgium
and northern France, carried out by about 15 aircraft.

About 50 Mosquitoes attacked Essens

Day: o

Only incomplete reports are available .owing to land line diffidul-tias.

Four-engined and twin-engined formations did not carry out operations
over the western occupied areas . S

Oowing to weather conditioms fighter and fightez.\-bomber operations were on
& smaller scale than those carried out yesterday. Some 200 aircraft bombed
gt, Trond and Bouchhain airfields in Belgium.. ' i '
. ! (-
No reports of air activity in other areas have been submitteds

Defence:

Moderate, accui:ate light and heavy A.A. defence encountered in the attack
on Melun,

German operations

Orders; - T R

Opesational order for Fliggerkorps IX is not availables’

Results of the day!s operations

Operationsl strength Night Day

II Jagdkorps - - . - 7k ai:;'craft

Fliegerkorps IX 118 - aircraft
118 74 aircraft

Total: 192 airoraft o
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Successes:

(a) Against enemy aircraft:

By units of II Jaédl;o_rps 1 aircraft shot down

(b) Against targets at sea: none; |
et (c) Against tergets on lend: 4 L .
_ Fliegerkorps IX: Bombs fell in the terget area in Melun, ‘Several large
. fires andheavy explosions with sheets.of flame - presumably an ammunition dump

- were observed. ‘ B S o

German losses

Transport Command 1

Fliegerkorps IX 1 Ju 88
II Jagdkorps 1 ®w 190
2 Ju 52

ISétailed report:ﬁ

(a) wl_\IigBt operation§£

-

Operations by.units of Fliegerkorps IX

" of 118 aircraft sent to make & concentrated attack on Melun, 116 reached
the target area and carried out the operation as described above,

2 aircraft broke off owing to technical difficulties,

1 aircraft was shot down by a night fighter over Chievres airfield; 1
man wes slightly injured, and a.no_th,er.re_soued unhurt, S

(b) Dey cperations:

Operations by units of II Jagdkorps:

7L aircraft carried out fighter-bomber sweeps in the Soissons - Chalons
_ sur Mer - Chateau Thierry area and armed reconnaissance operations during the
course of the day. o

orders and instructions:

1.  Re-deployment of flak: 16th Flak Division will comnand flak units in
Army Group B area and III Flak Korps,, with subordinated 13th Flok Division,

will assemble remaining flak units in the Luxemburg area and comnand flak
in Army Group G area. ' ‘ : ‘ S

2, Oi'der to both Feld Lg. des with reference to A.A. defence of the Arlon
transport junctione : ' ‘

', Daily report for 30 Avgust, 194

. German operations:

No operations during the nighte.

During the day units of II Jagdkorps caxried out low-level attacks on
ground targets in the Chalons sur Mer ares. ‘Transport Command 1
transported women, wounded and equipment from the Dijon areas

Enemy operations:

Only slight activity in the west during the nighte
, . /In
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In the morning a medium~sized bomber formation was in action over -the V1
launching zone. Fighter and fighter-bomber activity was slight, but increased
in the afterncon. .

_The_enemy
Sortie‘s '
Night:

About 15 long-range night fighters and :.ntruders were in’ operation over
the Belg:uum = northern France area; no. bomb:l.ng attacks were reported._ : :

Dey:

In the morning some 500 American - hea.vy bombers approached the Vi launch:mg
zone in two waves, : , ;

At the gdme time fighters and f:.ghter—-bombex"s csirr:.ed out‘l:.m:.ted ‘operatlons
over the lower Sczine battle area, In the afternoon there were somewhat more
extensive operations over the northern France - Belg:l.um a.ree.. : AR

German operat:r.ons

Orders: '
. Operational order No,127 for the night 29/3'0'August:v
Fliegerkorps IX : f : o PR

All available aircraft will attack the southern quarter of Chalons sur.Mer,
concentrating on bridges and crossings, ) oo

Results of the day's operations:

Opera.t:.onal strength (day only)

II Jagdkorps: 248 a:chraft ‘
Long distance recce , . .
Gruppe 123:. 1 aircra.ft L
Transport Command 1 21 aircraft
70 aircraft
Successes:

(a) Against enmemy aircraft: no report.
(b) Against targets at sea: - none
(o) Ageinst targets on land:

, By II Jagdkorps- Lcw-level attacks were caxrried out on tank assembly a.reas
" east of Cahlons sur Mcr and on tank-borne infantry. Results were not obhserved,

Germen losses:

IT Jogdkorps: 1 Me 109
Transport Ccmmand 1 8 He 111 (shot down or missing during trensfer)

Detailed report: (dey operations only)

Operations by units of IT Jagdkorps:

48 aircraft in 8 groups attacked tanks and’ trocps in the Metz - Charleva.llc -
Mourmelon - Rheims - Laon - Soisscns - Chalons sur Mer area, For results see above
/Operations .

G.223867/3%/5/49/35 S



N\

£

- 32 -

©. Operations by Transport Command 1:

21 Ju. 52""3 trahspor‘l:éd a total of 34 women and 342 wou.hdggl‘.'fi'brh D:L:Jon. -

Operations by long distance Recce Gruppe 123

4 aircraft reconnoitred roads in the Sedan - Hirson - lontcornet - Rethel
~ Vouziers area, No infomation of importance was obtained. '

Orders and instructions:

1a ” OKL'.'orde:r, isaiie_d régarvc‘lingﬂcomple te ‘sub,ord,ination of all Luftflotte 3
night fighter units to Luftflotte Reich. ILuftflotte 3 requests for night
fighter operations over Luftflotte 3 ares will be complied with by Iuftflotte.
Re iCh.

2. Reports of German bomber operé.tions over the invasion front submitted by

the commander of the 3rd Paratroop Division will be passed on to OKL Operations .

. Staff and to Fliegerkorps IX, It is membloned in .an extract that enemy
batteries ceased firing as soon as German night bombers appeared, affording
tréops considerable relief, and allowing withdrawals to.be carried out .-

 practically unnoticed by the enemy and supplies to be brought up without
interferencs. o .

Marking German advanced lines by firing green Verey lights has not proved
successful, as the enemy soon began to moke use of these signals to cause =
confusion, which led to-German losses through bombing. .It.is suggested that
Verey light signals be canstantly changed. '

3, III/K.G.3 is instructed to co-cperate directly with LXV Amy Corpss

L. Subordinate aubhorities are exprossly instructed that; the Luftgan Field .
H.Q. is to be informed of unit transfers punctually, as regulated supply of )
units will otkerwise be endangered. o Do o :

5., OKL Operations Staff is to be informed of units transferred to the Reich
because of the situation. It is also requested that the necessary flak
defence be provided, and that wuftflotte Reich be informed, because .of supplies,

6o OKL Operations Staff is requested to give pekrmission”fpr‘ the construction

of the following battle headquarters:as-quickly as possibles... .

(a) Iuftflotte 3 Staff: (lg Moyen district provisionally

(ii) Ultimately the Frenkfurt/Main area (Usingen)
(b) II Jagdkorps:  Aachen S
(¢) U4th Jagd division (i) Temporarily Metz :
. (ii) Construction in the Karlsruhe area

(d) Fliegerkorps IX: Stuttgert area

Te The Chief of the Luftwaffe General Staff is urgently requesfed to represent
to the Reichmarshall the necessity for- immediate. preparation of further battle
headquarters behind tie German defence line in the west, . .

Luftflotte 3: at Usingen nr. Friedburg. .
Fliegerkorps IX: in the Osnabrlick and Stuttgart districts.

.\ II ';Taigdkoz'ﬁs: :Ln Aachen district. |
Lth Jogddivision: in the Karlsruhe districts

. A.H.B.6 Distribution .

.- Bome as for Transl!.a.tion VII/85 o : B S S
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