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A weekly report is to be made by noon each Sunday to Army Group in
the following form: ,
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Estimate of- the situation in general. .

Report on and estimate of the enemy situation.

(a) Ground.
(b) Sea.
(e) Air.

(a)" Internal Situation.

In detail,
A Coastal defences (alterations).

(a) Organisation of defence,

(b) Construction of the Atlantic Wall.
(1) Fortifications comple ted.
(2) Approximate percentage of the whole project completed.

(3) Progress of construction and ﬁa:tiqular defects.

(4) Labour employed:

, (a) Soldiers
(b) Civilians
(c) Consolidation of the land front,
B Enemy operations on the coast.
- C Operations by enemy aircraft.

(figures in brackets indicate the flgures of the -
preceding week, )

(1) (a) Bombing raids’
(b) Strafing raids
(c) Focal pd;i.n‘bs of.a’ctaeks . L
(@) Total of attacks directed against:-
| (2s) ‘Pdgitiohs.
(bb) Building sites
(cc) Transéor‘(? torpets
(aa) pirfielde.
(2) Casualties: |
. (a) Soldiers Killed
(b) Soldiers wouljlded

/(e)
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(c¢) German civilians killed. .

.(d)"Germén civilians wounded,

(e) French civilians Killed,

(£) * French civilians injured.

(3) Losses in material.

() In attacks on positidns.

(b) In attacks on buildings wnder construction.

(0) Im attacks on trarisport tirgets.

(a) Unserviceable airfields (in brackets, airfields
attacked in the precedlng Week and not yet made
serviceablé),

(e) 1In attacks on airfields.

| (f) In‘other attacks. '
(&) Aircraft losses:
S(é) ehémy'”}

(v) év'v'n.'

D (1) Feeling and behaviour of the 01v111an populatlon.
(2) Instances of sabotage.
(a) Against railways.

v(b): Aééinst'cables.

() Against’érops.

(4) Attacks on soldiers.

(e) Attacks ﬁitﬁ‘ﬁée 6f explpéjyes.'_l ’

(f) Cases of arson.

(g) Others.

WEEKLY REPORT, MAY 15 - 20, 1942

I Estimate of the situation as a whole.

After a decrease in enemy air activity from May 15 until the
morning of May 19, probably imposed by weather condltlons, heavy
enemy air attacks against coastal defences and rear areas (transport
targets, Luftwaffe installations). were resumed from mldday; May 19, .
and oontlnued without xesplte on May 20.

Enemy air reconnaissance was concentrated on .the Chennel coast, in
particular on both sides of the Canche and Somme estuaries, over Cotentln
and the north-westerh area of Brittany, o redults of our owh air
reconnaissance of the island Quring the. time covered by the report are
- available, and consequently only an incomplete estimate of the enemy
situation is possible. ‘

/Continuation
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Continuation of invasion preparations inéiﬁaeS‘aif reconnaissance of
beach defences. :
Our own defen51ve power has been increased by completlng regrouping

in the Netheriands, in the Cotentln, aﬁd in the Brlttany area, and by
zncreased fortlflcatlon and'mlnlng. A

Egp.ari.nn_and_e.st’v ate

ate of héfe emz'sifuation.

(a) Ground.

Concentrations in southern and south-eastern England again confirmed
by the location of Montgomery's H.Q. south of London, and by the transfer
of a British division from northern to south-eastefn England, and of an
\American division from Northern Ireland to the south of England., The cnemy
has carried out reconnaissance of beach defences north-east of Calais and
at the estuary of "the Somme, According tc ‘the statement of prisoners,
coastal reconnaissance extending from Holland to Nbrmandy has been proceeding
for almost the last two months, and probably includes reconnaissance of land
minefields with new types of mines. The possibility that the enemy is
informed at least about esgrlier types of beach defences must be taken into
account. )

(b) Sea.

- Since about May 7 it has been noted that a large formetion of tank-
landing coraft has been transferred from western England (leerpool ?) along
the south coast as far as Harw1ch. It is not clear whether this is a’

. practice manoceuvre or part of the strategical plan. .

According to a prisoner's statement on iay 20, there is supposed to be
a large number of landing craft in the area between Eastbourne and Brighton.
There has been a great deal of mining in the Hook of Holland area., Repeated
explosions have been noted to the west of the Dutch Coast, whlch are probebly .
the results of enemy minesweeping operations. , .

Strict enenty surveillance of. the central Channel by destroyers and
motor gunboats is presumably directed against German motor torpedo boats.

(o) _Air, Lo e o

Following the improvement in the weather, the enemy Air Force attacked
-coastal defences with strong formations 'on the afternoon of May 19 and 20,
and also trensport targets and Luftwaffe installations (airfields and radar
1nstallat10ns), partlcularly in the area of northern France. behind the line
Calais - Dieppe, and in the area of Greater Paris, Con51derable damage was
caused to three.transport installations and %o airfields., Attacks continue
to have little effect against coasﬁ\l defences, and these raids camnot be
considered yet as .a systematic preparation for a large-scale attack.

(a) Internal situation.

Inéréasingly hbstile'feelihg against enemy powers amongét population
hit by air raids in northern France Guerilla activities in Brittany have
decreased, and combing-out operatlons contlnue.
III In detail: .

N ilik District:

A (2) Coastal Defence Force.  16th Luftwaffe Field Division reinforced
on the land front by SS units,

/(6) (1)
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() (1) 350 strong points of the winter defence programme have been
completed, of which 297 are ready for sction.

y

(2) 100% completed, 85% ready for action.

(3) Summer schedule advanced, nothing completed., Coastal
defences carried out along 103 km., and under construction
along 55 km, 5&%: of air landing stakes planned have been
erected, Number of sir landing stakes planned increased
from 521,000 to 900,000. Lack of building materials of all
'[;ypes. C. . . ' /

@) (a) 1,020,
" (v) 68,090,

 “(0)5 15%‘df‘defences‘oomplgted, defence of towns carried out with
the exception of parts of the anti-tank defences. Earthworks

and defences commenced on land front,

\

B ' None, L
(1) () Nome (15), (b) & (7). (c) Cammot be idemtified,
(@) (aa) Nome (1).
(bb)‘ None (0).
(oc) "~ None (1).
S 2. )
@ @0 M1 ()6 (@0 (o). ()0, (£)o0.
- (3) Ni1 return, o ‘

@) (8) b (b) 2

.

D (1) Depressed, mostly tired of war, attitude reserved and expectant, - -

(2) () 1. () - (@) Nomew' (&) 1. (£) 2. (g) Toe.
15th Arny H.Q. | S

A (a) Unchanged, A

(b) (1) - (&): Construction according to plan. Focal point: beach
. defences qompleted, erection of air landing. stakes, partial
.lack of cement, wire, hoop iron, planks and wooden casing
frames at G.H.Q, TXVIT A.K, : ‘

(c) Construction completed and ready for action: machine gun, anti-
‘tank, and mortar positions, blockhouses, dummy positions, and

“further dummy minefields layed. Lack of barbed wire and timber,.

B May 17, Attémpted'reconnaissance'of beach defences at Les Petites
Hommes (to the east of Calais). ,

May 18, Enemy patrol (2 officers) in rubber dinghy taken prisoner at
Cayeux. | - :

Task: Reconnaissance of beach defences. -

/c
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¢ (1) (a) 48 (265). (b) 16 (50). (o) see II (c).
(@)(az) 10 (34). (6b) 9 (41). (cc) 19 (123). (aa) 19 (69).
(@ () 6.(130, ()10 (15). () - (8 (@) - (2B). (o) bk (§13).
(£) 9 (1075). o '
(3) (a) Destroyed: 1 redar installation.

_ Damaged: 8 huts, 1 (radar) site, 5 guns, 1 Wlrzburg installation
' ’ © 1 Tradar installation. ‘ .

(b) Medium damage: 1, slightly damaged: 1,
(c) Destroyed: 25 motor ocers, 1 lock, railway tracks.
Daﬁaged: 3 goods stations, 16 buildings, 1 bridge, 22 motor cars,
1 locomotive, railways tracks, telephone lines, water

.mains, and electricity cables.

- (@) Epinoy (Maldeghem, St. Trond, Grevillers, Couvron, Athis,
S Wizernes, Mblsbroeqk.Evere, Le Culot, Florennes, Beaumont).

(e) Destroyed: 1 airecraft, 1 runway, k4 hangars, 1 workshop, 2 M/T
vehicles, 6 huts, 1 airfield controllers caravan, telephone and
electricity cables.

Damaged: 1 aircraft, 4 runways, 7 tarmaocs, 1 bay, 4 hangars,
1 hut, 1 fire-fighting outfit, telephone and eleotricity cables.

(f) Destroyed: 3 houses,

Damaged: 106 houses, 2 industrial plants, telephone cables,
water mains, and eleotricity cables.

W) (=) 6 (7). () = (3).

D (1) Unchangea, reserved and expectant.
(2) (a2 ()1 (@2 ()2 ()3
Zth Army H.Q.:
A (a) The preparation for defence in Brittany has been streng@hénéd 5y

the arrival of II Paratroop Corps and the 5th Paratroop Division.
It has been decided to transfer the reinforcements to Cotentin,

(b): Consolidation report will be sent in later.
B None.,

c (1) (2) 16 (24). (b) 10 (14). (c) Artillery positions, meteorological
~subsidiary station, and Luftwaffe equipment,

(a) (a2) 10, (bb) - . (co) 7. (da),3.

(2) (2) 8 (7 missing)s () 11, (o) - . (@) 2. (e) ana (f) several
French civilians injuredlin the attack on Le Mans, o

: (3) (a) 1 pillbox slightly damaged, 1 gun slightly demaged, 1 hut,

1 dugout, 1 searchlight, 2 motor cars, 1 water tank (1,000
‘ litres). L

G, 201053/IL/7/1,8
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(®) = (c) 7 railway tracks, about 30 wagons, about 5 loco-
© motives. (d) ~-. (e) =. (£) 1 Luftwaffe looator
installation; 1 radio acrial.’

() (é) 7. (b) not known.
(1)" Population expects invesion, mood and behaviour quiet as before.
(2) (a) 2 (no demage). (b) 2. (o) - (a) 7. (e) 1.

(£) end (g) -

MRS

!

WEEKLY REPORT , MAY 21 - 27,.19%k

I  Estimate of the situation as a whole

Enemy air activity has greatly increased, but cannot be considered
as 'the final phase of the invasion preparations. Air attacks have, as
“before, been carried out against coastal defences and areas to the rear
" (transport targets, Luftwaffe installations). There has been a striking
- increase in attacks on’ ragar and locator installations, and especially on
bridges. ' \ ' '

Enemy air reconnaissance was carried out in the Calais - Cherbourg
‘area and on the west coast of Brittany with no apparent point of
' ‘concentration. ‘

) Our aircraft reconnoitred the harbour areas of Poole, Weymouth, and
Portland, An examination of carlier results is necessary to. gain a clear
“estimafe of the enemy situation. ‘ ’ o

Our defence has been reinforced by increased constructional operations
and mining, The steady deterioration of the transport situation howevér is
having a bad effect on the situation. -

IT  Report on and estimate of the cnemy situation
(2) Ground.

Troop concentrations have_ﬁeen confirmed again in southern and
south-east England with the new disposition of 1 American and 2 British
divisions.

Since 0200 hours on May 27‘thére has been complete redio silence.
-~ (b) Sea

On\May 2L photographio reconnaissance showed that fhere are sﬁfficient
lending craft in Poole, Weymouth and Portland to transport 2% landing
divisions.s There is only a small number of vessels at Folkestone and
Dover, ‘ ‘ -

Air Attacks have been carried out on harbours between Ostend and
Fecamp, and also on coastal batteries and radar installations., Only"
slight damege was caused,

 Of 11 naval radar installations damaged, 10 are serviceable again, and 1
" can still be repaired, Slight mining activity,

Minelaying is proceeding according to plan on the .Dutch coast, but has
been made more difficult between Boulogne and Cherbourg owing to losses of
torpedo boats, motor boats and barges. The naval depot at Dieppe has been
destroyed. : : :

/Our
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Our E-boat activity has decreased owing to the weather and mining. . :
Operations by our U-boats off the northern coast, of Brittany were unsuccessful
because of prompt spotting by the enemy Air Force.

(¢) Aix, "~ 7 ‘ a ‘ '

Enély sir activity inoréased considerably by day, but night operations
were hindered in the middle of the week by bad weather ¢onditions in England.
Attacks were concentrated in the area between the Somme and Seine estuaries
extending to the Paris arca, and are still mostly directed against transport
(bridges) and Luftwaffe ground organisation. Attacks against coastal ‘defences
continue -and those -against radar and locator installations have inoreased.

Transport installetions have suffered considerable damage; railway stations
~at Le Mans Epinal, Chaumont, Orleans, and Montigniers are completely out of
action. About 280 locomotives are unserviceasble. Several bridges, among them,
five over the Seine, have been destroyed, - SR

. o |
In attacks on airfields there were considerable losses on the ground in
11 cases; 12 airfields are unserviceable. :

Attacks on coastal defences have not resulted in any serious damage.
Dummy positions have been attacked several times.

nggéonnaissénce has been éarried out mainiy in the aree: bébween Calais ahd
Cherbourg, end on the west coast of Brittany. : -

The quarters .and positions of a Lendgraf division -in the area south of
St, Brieuc were reconnoitred and attacked.

(d) Internal situation.

RS S L

o . Considerable feeling against the Anglo-Americans is noticeable amohgst the
‘ section of the population affected by air raids,

'

No changeé are apparent in the activities of the Kesistance organisatidﬁs.
The situation in Brittany remains wncertain. : AT

IIT In‘detéil:, “A, ,,‘  ,. -
Northern Military Distriot:

A (a) Unchanged.

(b) (1) Of total schedule 1,218 ready for use, 49 ofhers reinforced
with concrete..

(2) 67% ready for use, 3% reinforced with ooncrete,

(3) May 1 -’25, 73 gun positions reinforced with concrete; a
further 48 in course of construoction.

(1) (a) 9,550,
(b) 66,170,

4 (a) Consolidation of land front proceeding according to plan.
Obstacles 25% completed. . ' . )

B None.

/c
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¢ (1) (a) 27 (0). (b) 28 (4). (o) Tramsport installation in the
Limburg srea, K :
(@) (as) 3 (0). .(bh). 0 (0), (co) 26 (0).(aa) 11 (2).
(2) (a). 1 (0). () 5 (1). (o) 0 (0). (@) 0 (0). (e) 13 (0).
(£) 29 (0)s |
. (3) (a)  Nome. (i); ane;

() 22 locomotlveg, 7 goods wagons damaged, f tug éunk, 1 tug . -
beaohed, 1 barge (800 tons) burnt out, 9 barges damaged.

(8) . None.

(e) .Sllght damage. to tarmac and bulldlngs, 1 Ju 88 sllghtly
demaged (5p§. . . .

~,(f) 1 factory heavily damaged, farms and houses destroyed.
(1) (a) s0. (v) 6. |
D (1) The'ﬁajority of the population expeofs invasion ~ in a depressed
state of mind. National Socialist propaganda has no effect the
rest are expectant and guided by self—lnterest
(2) (&) 0. () o, (ec) 0. (a) 1 Dutch member of the SS.
(8) 2.. (£) 2. (g) o..

15th Armmy H.Q.

A  (a) 711th Infantry Division sector strengthened by brlnglng up -
346th Infantry Battalion.

oo (m) (1) 3 aﬁti—tank positions, 5 anti-aircraft positions, 10 anti-
aircraft pillboxes, 1 emplacement, 2 large minefields,
2 small minebelts around towns, 76.4 km. belt of mines, A
other firing, machine gun, anti-tank, infantry firing, e
- morter, field gun positions, foxholes, dugouts for men and
munitions, oommunlcatlon trenches, dwmmy minefields, : -
blockhouses. : . . :

(2) 70%.

(3) Accordlng to plan.
Supplies of materiels lacking: cement, fuel, wooden frames,

- building materlals, tools. : :
Work stoppages owing to air rald alerts.

| (4) (s) 27,059, (b) 31,966,
B 208 (16). '

c ‘Bomber formations: Calais - Armentieres - Abbeville - Berck -
' ‘ Cambrai - Ghent ~ Liege - Mons,~ Le Treport -
- Le Havre, Creil, Bernay, Laon, Chaxrtres.

Reconnaissance: * St. Valery - Dleppe - Le Treport, Etaples, Dunkirk
to Ostende,

Fighter and.fighter~bomber formations:
Ghent - Huy - Dinant - S%. Quentln ~ Fecamp.

| 201053/1L/%/(aa) 53 (10) (wb) 15 (g) (cc) 220 (19). (aa) €9 (19). /(2)
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" .-(-‘2)1‘3.*(?5) '55,3@': (6) 156 (10)i (2) 17° (o). () 35 (0).
() 273 (). (2) 611 (9)." T

(3) (a) Destroyed: 3 positions, 3 guns (2 cm, anti-aircraft),
5 radar installations, 2 Luftwaffe .Signals
installations, Luftwaffe Signals equipment,
cables, 1 building, 1 rotary convertor, 1 radio ,
station, 7 ¥/T vehicles, 1,055 litres fuel burnt.

Damaged: 8 buildings and huts, 7 positions, 14 guns (6 of
these coastal artillery), 5 radar installations,
2 control plants, 7 pillboxes, receiver of a
large radar site, other damage to a barracks.

(b) No Aamage worth mentioning.

(c) Destroyed: & goods stations, 1 works, 8 works installations,
t 1 transformer station, 1 bridge, 33 locomotives,
280 goods'wagons, 2 motor cars, 12 lorries,
. 1 harbour installation, 1 viaduct, 3 vessels.

i
\

Damaged: 5 goods stations, 19 works, 6 works installations,
2 trensformer stations, 14 railway bridges,
1 electrical plant, 117 locomotives, -several
" hundred passenger carriages and goodswagons,
3 motor cers, 6 lorries, 1 harbour installation,
15 vessels and barges, roads, electricity and other
cables, tracks. o . [

(@) (Maldeghem, Wizernes, Epinoy, Arques, Poix-Ost, Cambrai, Ursel,
Tirlemont, Diest) - ' '

(¢) Destroyed: 8 aircraft, 2 aircraft bays, 3 blast bays, 28 hangars,
6 workshops, 8 airfield buildings, 1 M/T vehicle,
38 huts, 1 gun,41 M/T garages, telephone wires,
electricity cables, and water mains.

Damaged: 9 airoraft, 2 fuelling installations, 15 runways,
22 tarmacs, 15 aircraft bays, 1 blast bay, 3 hangers,
3 workshops, 16 airfield buildings, 8 boundary
lightings, 2 M/T vehicles, 30 huts, 1 gun,

(£) Destroyed: 1 gasometer, several hundred houses (exact figures
not possible), 1 orane., . . -

Damaged; 6 industrial plents, 5 power stations, 5 gasometers,
- : 1 bridge, 698 houses (in addition, many houses

with no details of numbers), electrioity and
telephone ocables., '

(&) (2) 29 (6). (v) 3(0). o
D (1) Calm, reserved, éxpectanf,vpartly.ﬁpset'by air raids.

(2)° (&) 4o (0) 8 (o) 0. () 2. (e) 9 (£) k (g) 1 attack on |
. German.reoruitiqg-office. ‘ C _

th & HQ..
A ()  Unchanged.
(®) (1) 15

. - (2) 44,011 cubic metres of reinforced concrete (14e 4% of the
' summer construction programme).
G4201053/T1/7/48.
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(3) Constructlon is lagging owing to- lack of. bulldlng materials
and transport of every description. 159 trucks of cement were
supplied instead of 1’ ,600, Partial lack of -fuel, The with-
drawal of 1arge numbers of workmen is also a handlcap.

(%) (a). 2,507, ;
() 2,336,

.6 (1) (a) 53 (16). (v) 35 (10).

(o) Transport targets, mainly 1ocomot1ves, supply bases,
‘radar 1nsta11at10ns.

L@ () 32 (10 (8) 3 (0). (60) 33 (7) (ad) 6 (3)
(2):‘(;5';26.(15)~v including 7 missing.
i ()1 62 (1), (o) 2. (@) 7. (@) b () 0,
(5).}(5)”;1 gun destroyed, 1 gun ‘demaged, 1 heavy anti-aircraft
... .. gun damaged, 1. 2cm. anti-aircraft gun damaged, 1 anti-
-tank gun damaggd.
(b)) 2 pillboxes damaged, 1 gun. demaged,
- (o) 53 locomotives,.large numbers of trucks. -
(@) - . '
‘.';dmg- ﬂi(g)';Rebair éhops and hﬁfs.'

(f) :1 nune-sweeper, 7 radar 1nsta11at10ns, 2 lorries,
2 field kitchens.’

?(L}). (a) 21, (in aaditiqn, 1 ;éropa?olg)ff:(z).
. ;t(b) ’p. : | o : . »
D .- (1) No fresh infomatioz{. . o o
(2) (2 1. ®) 8@ () 0. (@ 8@,
EORNO! @ o (g o C

m Y _REPORT ,MY28-JUNE3,191|£-L

I Estimate of the situation as a whole,

The continuation and systenatic incresse of enemy air attacks and
more intensive mlnelaylng in our harbours with improved mining equipment
indicate an advance in the enemy's readlness for invagion. Concentration
of air attacks on coastal defences between Dunkirk and Dieppe and on the
Seine - Oise bridges confirm the presumed focal point of a large-soale
landing, and the possilility that communicationsmay be cut off on ‘the
flanks and in the rear. Air reconnaissance of harbours along the entire
south coast of England is urgently required. Constructional work on the
defence front is being impeded ty & further deterioration in the transport
situation and of fuel supplies (shortage of coal).. The withdrawal of the
19th Luftwaffe Field Division means further weakening of our defence force
in the areca south of the Scheldt estuary.

/II
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II Report on and estimate of the eneny situation.
(2) Ground.

Concentrations in southern and south-east England have been confirmed
against by the location of 2 British armoured divisions and 2 American
infantry divisions. Radio communlcatlon has been normal agaln in Great Britain
since May 30. EEEPE T .t

Since June 1 the enemy radio has jissued an increased number of code words
for French Resistance organisatlons to be at the ready, but from previous
experience this cannot be dcdepted:as a hint that invasion is immediately
imminent.

\

. (v) Sea.

Air reconnaissance of Dover revealed an unimportant 1ncrease in the number
of landing craft, The other harbours on the south coest of Englend were not
reconnoitred. . oo ‘

Increased enemy minelaying from the air has been concentrated on the Hook,
Calais, Le Havre, St. Nazaire, Some harbours are closed because of enemy mines.
Heavy losses have been suffered owing to improved enemy mining equipment. Our
naval forces are temporarlly impeded. P

Some enemy targets have been located off our coast, but no actions -
have been fought with enemy naval forces, Numerous bombing attacks have been
mede on naval, radar installations- resulting in some equipment being put out of
action, but all location stations are operating agein, Naval D/F station
" Flanders has been destroyed by bombs.

A number of detonations have been heard up to 15 km off the Dutch coast;
presumably enemy minesweeping activity.

(0) .éige

‘Constant enemy air attacks obviously concentrated on bridges over the
Seine, Oise, and to a certain extent over the Aisne, also coastal defences in
the Dunkirk - Dieppe sector and on the northern and eastern sides of Cotentin,
Attempts to cripple rail transport continue, with raids on marshalling yards
(Brussels, Rheims, Ternier, Troyes, Trappes, Saumur and Angers) and ‘on
locomotives, Fewer attacks have been carried out on Luftwaffe ground -
organisation than during last week, Supplies for agents .continues at the
same level. Active enemy air recomnaissance has been ocarried out in the
Dunkirk - Dieppe sector, in the Flers - Caen -~ Isigny area, and also on the
northern and western coasts of Brittany.

Whereas attacks on bridges have led to destruction or serious damage to
all crossings over the.Seine between Paris and Rouen, damage inflicted on
coastal defences is camparatlvely small.

Air recormaissance has been carrled out in the area of the "Landgraf"
divisions.

(d) Internal situation. ,

Population in state of expectant tension and reserved as before, French
Resistance organisations presumably ready for action again.

|
|

IIT In detail:

Northern Military District:

A (b) (1) 1,226, 46 reinforced with concrete.
(2) 68% |
G. 201053/IL/7/48 | ‘ | : /(3)
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8 positions ready for action, 5 positions reinforced with
concrete , 55 under construction. )

Unchanged.

(¢) Further consolidation.

c (1) (&)
| (a)
(2) (a)

(e)

(3) (&)

(o)

(@)
(e)
(£)

8 (27). (v) 82 (28). (c) Through lines to'Germany{
(ag) 3 (3). (vb) 0 (0). (cc) 73 (26). (aq) 9 (11)..
5(1). (8) 7 (5). () 0 (0). (d) & (0), |
116 (13). (£) 345 (29).

1 field wireless damaged.

Bﬁildings,and track damaged at Roosendaal station,
51 locomotives,/5 electric-driven cars, 22 passenger

carriages and goods wagons dameged, 3 petrol wagons

burnt out, 14 barges and 1 2 cm. anti-aircraft gun .
damaged,

0 (0).

1 Me 109 (1007) , 1 anti-aircraft 1nstallat10n damaged ,

buildings damaged.
2 factorles, numerous houses damaged or destroyed,

(1) (a) 2. (D) ke o o
D (1) Unchanged,

(2) (a)

15th _Army H.Q.

1e (b)‘ 1. (¢) 0, (f) 0. (g) Terrorist attack on
defence corps control post.

A (2) Flak Regiment 37 transfbrred to 3u8th Infantry D1v151on, Flak
' . Regiment 36 transferred to 344th Infantry Division.

(v) (1)

(2)
&)

)

¢ (1) ()
(v)

G, 201053/1L/7/48

17 pillboxes, 5 gun emplacements, 103 machlne gun, anti-
‘tank gun, and 1nfantry positions, 1 anti-aircraft position,
1 battle H.Q., 3 artillery firing positions, 1 command post,
dugouts for men and ammunition. :

62%, .

According to plan in general. Lack of cut timber, barbed
wire, cement, sectional iron, hoop iron., - Inadequate

. allocation of mines and wire. Continual breakdown of

automatlc sprayers nnpedlng construction of coastal defences.
(a) 29 ,889. (b) 36,120 + 742 prlsoners of war.

(0) Construction completed for field service.

: Machine gun positions, foxholes, mortar p031t10ns,
1 large minefield, Gummy minefields, air landing
obstacles, anti-tank snd infantry positions, observe-
tion positions. Partial lack of cement, wire, mines,
shells, hoop iron and workmen. '

182 (190).
109 (208)
/()

o
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(3)
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()
(a)
(e)
()

(1)
(o) -

'(d)

(e)

(2).

;“13f;

" Bomber formations: Ostend - St. Omer -~ Amiens - Neufchatel =~

Le Treport, ¥ecamp, Le Havre, Rouen -

Bernay, Evreux, Creil, Chartres, Brussels,
' Charlerdi, Hasselt, Antwerp, Liege,

Chauny, Douai. - . L

-Reconnaissance: Dunkirk, Ghent - Bethune Somme - Doullens =-

Amiens - Neufchatel - Dleppe.

Flghter and flghter-bomber formatlons. Gheel - Mecheln -
Charleroi - Laon - Compiegne - Conches -
Honfleur, . ‘

(e2) 37 (53). (bb) 62 (15). (co). 139 (220). (ad) 25 (69).

387 (61). (v) 298:(156). (c) 2 (17). (a) - (35).

o (273). (£) 35 (641)...

'Destroyed* 2 Freya sets, 1 medium’ wave locator set, 1 search-

light-directing 1nstallat¢on, 4 other Luftwaffe
Signals installations, (several other installations =
exact number not knowm), 1 naval gun, 1 2 cm. gun,
several huts and buildings, 2 M/T vehicles.

Burnt out: 8,000 litres crude oil, ammunition and sqpply dumps.’

\Damaged: . Several buildings and huts, several positions,

3 Luftwaffe Signals installations, 1 searchlight
(60 am,), 1 field generating set and speolal
trailer for 2 cme gun. .

Buried:. 2 guns (17 cm.), 2 tank guns (5 om,), 2 2. cm, guns

(out of commission for some time). Heavy personnel
casualties ( 157 wounded, 226 dead and 102 missin
in" &n attack on Beverloo (16 km. north of Hasselt§
on troop camps, permanent naval regiment,. barracks
of infantry camp and Burg Leopold. Damage to wires
and cables.

Damaged: - 9 '
Destroyed.'1 goods - statlon, 6 works buildings, 6 plants,

9 railway bridges, 47 locomotives, 416 wagons , and
tracks, :

. Damaged: 2 passenger stations, 12 works buildings, 2 plants,

L bridges, 1 water tower, 59 locomotives, 116 trucks,
heavy demage to tracks.

Maldeghem, Epinoy, Poix~Ost, Cmﬁbrai, Ursel,

Destroyed: 1 aircraft, 1 fuelling installation, 7 hangars,
circuits,

Damaged: 2 aircraft, 6 runways, 6 tarmacs, 1 workshop,
" 5 airfield bulldlngs, 1 boundary lighting, 2 anti-
aircraft positions, 4 anti-aircraft guns, telephone
and electricity lines.

‘Destroyed° 1 power station, a large number of houses (exact

figures not possible),

Damaged. 2 factories, a large number of houses (exaot figures
not possible).

37 (29). (®) - (3). . %
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D (1) Continues expectant and reserved; not hostile. Bad feeling in
"LXXXII AJK. sector owing to harvest having been partially damaged
by defence measures, - . . : :

@) (o)

-

7th Army H.Q.-

3. ) 27 (8) 2 (e) 3. (£) 1.

.

A (a) ~ Unchanged.

) (1)

(2)
G))

6 fortified buildings, 1 reinforced concrete fortified

building,
187,

Working of 6,361 cubic metres of reinforced concrete, .

Completion: of field constructions held .up for the moment in
favour of beach and air landing obstacles., Lack of cement
and wire, accessories and wood, pillbox shutters and doors,
inadequate supply of electricity, fuel, bad transport

- conditions, lack of lorries is preventing uninterrupted
. construction, : : ’ ‘

(%)
B -, .

| (25;;

Cement: 200 trucks instead of.1,600. Wire: 305 tonms.

(a)- 36,848. (b) 62,745,

72 (53). (b) 31 (35). (e) forﬁified ﬁositions, transbort
targets." ' .

o) 5200 () - ). (o) m (3 () 7 (6),

317(26), 27 missing, }gﬁ)&;iés,(éz).: (e) - (2). (a) 3-(7).

56 (4), 150 missing. (£) 190 (-).

Destroyed: L pilboxés in}pourgelof construction, 3 rein-
B forced conerete dugouts, 1 dugout for men ,

2°billet buildings, 1 water tower, 1 Luftwaffe
installation. N e

Damaged: = 3 billet buildings, 1 Wirzburg installation,

G
(W) (a) |

S 1 Mammut installation, 1 3.7 om, anti-tank gun, -

49 locomotives and numerous trucks, heavf damage‘to buildings
and tracks, - ,

cars, 3 lorries.- -

- Destroyed: 3 hangars, 2 anti-aircraft gun positions, 2 motor

Damaged: Tarmac, 4 aircraf%, 3 motor cars, 2 lorries,
1 Luftwaffe installation.

1 ship and 1 motor boat- demaged.
16 (21). () 27(0).

/D
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D (1), Attitude of population. unchanged. -Railway sabotage in Boulogne
77" increasing again, o o '
@ (@) 5 (@) (@ .3 @ () 2 ()

C.H.Q., XOXVIT Panzer Corps: . . .

c ”(1)J”(§)A"L;‘ () continuel. .(c) Seine.ﬁfiége,'eailion; (a) {oc).'h.
(2) () - (0) ke (o) and (£) nob known. A

(3) (o) Seine bridge, Coucelles sur Seine destroyed.

)

@stimate of the situation on June 11, 1944

The course of the fighting in Normandy so far clearly shbws that the
objectives of the enemy are: 3

(1) To establish a déei; bridgehead between the Orne and 'l;hé Vire as a base
for a later attack with strong forces into central France, probably in the
direction of Paris. . = . e ‘

(2) To ocut off the Cotentin peninsula and to take Cherbourg as quickly as
possible, in order to gain a large and serviceable harbour, It seems . 4
possible, however, as the situation is developing, that the enemy may abandon
- the occupation of the Cotentin peninsula if fighting becomes too hard there,.
and meke ‘an-early thrust into the interior of Frence, throwing in all his-
resources. : : : '

Owing to the obstinate resistance of troops in the coastal defence
sectors and the counter-attacks immediately undertaken by the major reserves
available, the course of enemy operations has, in spite of the employment of
most powerful means of warfare,.taken appreciably longer than our. adversary
had hoped. The enemy also appears to be using more forces than originally
intended. ' o o -

: The enemy is visibly reinforcing on land, under cover of very strong
aircraft formations. The Luftwaffe and our navy are not in a position-to
offer him appreciable opposition, especially by day. Thus the strength of .
the enemy on lend is increasing more quickly than our reserves can reach the
front. ‘ ‘

_ 'Owing to the enemy's overwhelming air superiority it was not possible to
‘bring up the 1st SS Panzer Corps, the 7th Mortar Brigade, EIL -Flak Corps and'
I Paratroop Corps (1eindl) quickly into the area between the Ornme and the
Vire, or to make a counter-attack on the enemy forces which had landed, .

The 7th Mortar Brigade, III Flek Corps end II Paratroop Corps (Meindl) are.
still on the way up to the front, the tst S8 Panzer Corps has been forced :on
to the defensive in hard fighting and is being attacked on its open left flank
by superior armoured formations. :

The Army Group must content. itself for the present with forming a
,cohesive front between the Orne and the Vire with the. forces which are
gradually coming up, and -allowing-the enemy to advence, In these circum-
stances it is unfortunately not. possible to relieve troops still resisting
in many coastal positions. The Army Group is trying Yo replace the panzer
formations in action with infantry divisions as soon as possible, and %o
form mobile reserves with them,. ‘ ' .

In the next few days the Army Group intends to remove the centre of

its operations to the Carentan - Montebourg area, in order to -annihilate
the enemy there and to divert the danger threatening Cherbourg. Only when
this has been successfully accomplished oan the enemy between the Orne and
the Vire be attacked, Unfortunately this operation can no longer be supported
by our fighter formations, as there are no longer any airfields near the

, front at our disposal, : :

G.201053/1I/7/48 | ' /our
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Our operations in Normandy will be rendered exceptibnally'difficult, and
even partially impossible, by the following conditions:

(a) the extraordinarily strong, and in some respects overwhelming
superiority of the enemy iir Force. ' SR

* As T personally and officers of my staff have repeatedly proved, and
as unit commenders, especially Cbergruppenfuehrer Sepp Dietrich, report,
the enemy has complete control of the air over the battle area and up to
100 km, behind the front.  Almost all transport on roads, byroads and on
‘open country is prevented by day by strong fighter-bomber and bomber
formations, }ovements of our troops in the battle area by day are almost
completely prevented, while the enemy can operate freely, In rear areess
all confined areas are continually exposed to attacks, and it is very
difficult to bring up the necessary supplies of ammunition and fuel to the
troops. : : : '

- Even the movements of shaller formations, artillery taking up
position, deployment of tanks and so on, are imfediately bombarded from
the air with annihilating effect. Troops and staffs are forced to hide
in terrain which provides cover during the day, in order to escape these
continual ‘attacks from the air. R ‘ '

‘On June 9 in the battle area of the SS- Corps, mumerous enemy fighter-
bomber formations circled uninterruptedly over the battlefield and strong
bomber formations bombarded troops, villages, bridges, and road junctions
as heavily as possible and without consideration for the population.
Neither our flak nor the Luftwaffe scems to be in a position to cheok
this crippling and destructive opgration of the eneny Air Force (27,000
sorties in one day). The army and ‘8S troops' are defending themselves as
well as they can with the means -at-their disposal, but amrunition is
scarce and can be replaced only under. tie most difficult conditions.

(b) . The effect of heavy navael artillery.

Up to 640 heavy calibre guns were used. The effect is so- strong that
operation with infantry or panzer formations in the area comzanded by this
quick-~firing artillery,is not possible. In spite of this heavy fire
garrisons on the coast and the troops sent into counter-attack in the area
of Montebourg have held their positions with the utmost tenacity. It must -
be expected, however, that the enemy warships will intervene further in

~ the fighting on land, especially in the Cotentin peninsula, if the -
Luftwaffe'and;@ur'navy'dornot[succeed“in-destroying'them. '

(¢). The material equipment of the Anglo-Americans with numerous: new
weapons snd war material is far superior to the equipment of our divisions.
As Obergruppenfuehrer Sepp Dietrich informed me, enemy armoured formations .
carry on the battle at a range of up to 3,500 metres with maximum expenditure
of ammunition and splendidly supported by the -enemy Air Force. This was also
the case at Alamein, Furthermore, their great superiority in artillery and
extremely large supplies of ammunition are increasingly apparent.

X (d) - Parachute and airborne troops are used in such large nusbers and )
so effectively, that the troops attacked have'a difficult task in defending
“themselves, 'If enemy airborme. forces land in territory unoccupied by us, .
they immediately make themselves ready for defence and can be defeated only .
with difficulty by infantry attacks with artillery support. Further opera- -
tions of this type, especially in areas not occupied by our-troops, must be
expecteds The Luftwaffe has unfortunately not been able to take action. -
against these formations as was originally planned. Since the enemy cen
cripple our mobile formations with his Air Force by day, as has been shown
during the last few days, while he operates with fast-moving forces and airbormne
troops, our position is becomirig extreordinarily difficult.

I request that the Fuehrer be informed of this.
o Rormel

G+ 201053/11/7/18 . L " Jue 12, 1941,
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WEEKLY REPORT JUNE 12 - 19, 1944

~ The enemy has brought about 25 divisions and a large number of H.Q troops
of all types. into- Normendy, and has formed them up in one ‘bridgehead :from the
Orne t6 Montebourg. He has carricd out his plan to cut off the northern part
of the Cotentin peninsula, in order to takc possession of Cherbourg., Between
-the Orne and the Vire the eneny, with 2 noticeable concentrations, continued
his" attempts to create a Jumplng-off base for the.attack into the French
interlor, especlally in the direction of Paris.

) ,  (a) between Tllly sur Seulles and Caumont

(b) on both 51des of Route Natlonale 172 to teke posse351on of the
St. ‘Lo .area. - A ..

Despite his great superlorlty, especially in air power and naval artillery,
the enemy has gained no successes in repeated large scale attacks with ruthless
'employment of men and material, and has even 1ost ground in the Caumont area.

. The slowly progre351ng mopplng-up operatlon between the Dives and the
Orne has suffered losses from the fire of naval artillery and the operatlons
of the enemy Air Force. According to intclligence and reliable captured
documents the enemy has reached none of his distant objectives, but has been
forced to: employ far greater forces than was orlglnally planned. '

It must be expected that the eneny will bring up new fbrces, -2 Brltlsh
army corps have already been identified - and will -prepare. a: general offensive
between Tilly sur Seulles and St. Lo in a southerly or south=south-easterly
direction, with concentrated forces, and after extensive preparation by the
Air Force and artillery of all types. At the same time the 1st American Army,
covered in the south, will prepare for the attack on Cherbourg, in -order.- to
gain the port, which is of decisive importance to the eneny.

In front of the 15th Army sector the focal p01nts of air attack appeared
clearly again as the Channel front on both sides of Cap ‘Gris Nez and on both
sides of the Somme, According to enemy regrouping ond strategic and technical
opportunities, a large-scale enemy landing on the Charmel front on both sides
of Cap Gris Nez or between the Sorme and Le Havre rust be expecteds The
general offensive out of the Normandy bridgehead and a new lerge-scale 1andlng
may be made simultaneously, both having the Paris area as objective.

The enemy has suffered severe' casualties in the battles in the brldgehead
. and has so far lost more than 500 arnoured vehlcles and over 1,000 aircraft,

An estlmate of the effect of the long-range weapons is not p0581b1e at
present, owing to the short. time in whlch it has been used and to the lack of
reliable data. : . .

Internal situation:

The populatlon is friendly in the theatre of operatlons, and saebotage and
other resistance activities which broke out again in the first days of the
invasion have decreased noticeably. : :

Details will be submitted after receipt of reports from the Armies,

| WEEKLY REPORT JUNE 19 - 26, 191k

Estimate of the situation es a whole"

The battle for the fortress of Cherbourg has been the main feature of
the weekly report. After the enemy out off the Cotentin peninsula on June 18,
... and our own troops, according to orders, had to make a costly retreat to

G, 201053/1L,/7/48 ‘ /Cherbourg
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Cherbourg, the enemy attempted to force the capture of Cherbourg by
enoirclement from the west, employing his siperior forces, which include

5 infentry divisions, 1 armoured division, and' many H.Q. troops, = . |
On June 21 he succeeded in reaching the 50 km, long Cherbourg land front -
practically at the same time as the retreating von Schlieben battle
group, ' ' ' o

After a brief interval for preparation, during which constant air

attacks were made and greatly superior-artillery was brought up, the
enemy drove L wedges into the outer defence ring on June 23.. The unequal
heroic struggle of the gallant defenders of Cherbourg continued without
any possibility of ground, eir or naval support until the evening of

~ June 25, while the enemy with the superior equipment of his three services
systematically reduced the garrison. At present a few pockets of resistance
are. still holding out in the city area -of -Cherbourg and on the Jobourg
peninsula. - ; o '

This has proved that such an extensive fortress cannot be held without
sufficient troops and without air and naval support, The fortresses are not
equal to the massed enemy Air Force and naval artillery, without corresponding
counter-action on our part, Fven the strongest fortifications were demolished
piece by piece, ' : S o

The other two local enemy.concentrations were on both sides of Tilly
sur Seulles and in the St. Lo - Carentan area. While the defensive success
of June 17 resulted in a slackening of the enemy offensive in the latter
area, an attack was made on both sides of Tilly sur Seulles on June 25, after
- intensive boubardrent from land and air on a 7 k. front, the enemy succeeding
- in breaking through to a depth of 5 km. ' B T

Once again the enemy suffered heavy losses in these battles - as he
himself admits - including more than 750 armoured vehicles since June 6. Our
'own losses are however also extraordinarily high. Exclusive of the Cherbourg -
-garrison, the following casualties were suffered from July 6 until June 25:

897 officers (including 6 generals, 63 C;Q's and
T L officers of the General Staff)
40,217 N;C.O'siand men ' ‘

< 1,956 Russians .

" Heavy losses, especially in panzer divigions, and lack of replacements
are causing great anxiety owing to the large decrease in strength caused by
the daily bombardment from land and naval artillery and from the air.

Enemy operational plans are judged to be as follows., The eneny has
sent 27 - 31 divisions and a large number of H.Q. troops into the bridgehead.
and further reinforcements are to be expected. In England another 67 large
formations are ready, of which at lecast 57 could be used for a large-scale
operation., Enemy distribution of forces in the. bridgehead, naval movements,
intercepted radio orders to reconnoitre the Tougues and Risle sectors and
other intelligence reports indicate a thrust in the area to the north and
north-west of Caen in the direction of Paris.

This thrust could be linked up with a large-scale landing between the
Somme and Le Havre, and this is indicated by agents' reports and increased
enemy air recomnaissance, The effect of the long range weapons may. also
compel the enemy to make a landing in this area. The combined objective
of both these operations will be the area around Paris, whose rail communi-
cation to the east was completely cut off by the enemy Air Force on
Jlme 250 *

. . . - /After
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After the release of enemy forces in the Cherbourg ares for other
operations the enemy may regroup to the south and after sbout June 30 may
attack between Carentan and Portbail towards the south, in order to gain
possession of the line St.Lo - Coutances and thus secure thé necessary road
communications from Cherbourg harbour to the eastorn part of the landing. ‘
area, . - : : : o : : :

... The increasing supply crisislat«the'battlevfront deserves special
“attention, Owing to lack of space, the breakdown of. the raiiway system,
and’ incessant enemy air attacks, it is impossible at present to guarantee a
regular'fldw of' supplies for our own operations,: - =~ ‘

In detail:

Situation at sea.

(1)’ Enemy activity in the landing ares.

‘Large~scale.use of battleships, cruisers and destroyers for coastal
bomberdment, especially off the Orne estuary, iIncreased patrol of sea areas
off Cherbourg, the Channel. Islands, and the northern coast of Brittany by
groups of cruisers and destroyers, concentrated in the area between Ile de Batz
- and Les Sept Iles, -~ . o S ' - ‘ \

A\

(2) Enemy mindlaying acti&ity.‘

- No recognisable area of concentration. -

Situation in the air,
Fighter, fighter-bomber, and close combat. formations concentrated on the
support of ground troops in the battle area, - especially around Cherbourg -~
-and in rear areas, while heavy bomber formations concentrated on special
buildings, The enemy's great superiority also allowed him to continue attacks
on airfields and transport targets,

While only isolated attacks were made in the Northern Military District, the
Vo1 launching sites in northern France and Belgium were attacked incessantly,
During the day h~engined aircraft made up to 1,450 sorties, twin-engined
aircraft 300, Attacks against Luftwaffe ground organisation and railway
installations caused considerable damage in some instances.- Increased air
reconnaissance was carried out on both sides of Dieppe and in the area between
Fecamp and Ltretat.

Regular fighter sorties up to the line Paris - Remnes caused an almost
complete stoppage of road transport during the day. Owing to very strong
fighter defence urgently required, support for Cherbourg and air reconnaissance
of the Caen ~ Bayeux area was rendered impossible,

- Considerably increased air attacks were carried out ageinst our defence
forces in the whole Channel area by day and night. Our sea transport can only
operate in special weather conditions which exclude the possibility of fighter-
bomber attack, Air attacks were continued ageinst ports on the mainland and
islands in the Channel Island area. Continuous fighter-bomber attacks were
mede against naval radar stations in Brittany.

Internal situation

 Those sections of the population affected continue to feel embittered at
the ruthless Anglo~Americen methods of warfare, especially with regard to
air force operations, otherwise the majority of the population is reserved.

P . /Inhabitants

G+ 201053/1L/7/1,8
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Inhabitants of the Belgian coast demand evacuation, The Launching of the
new weapon in the struggle against England aroused interest, and-in some
instences, satisfaction. Terrorist and sabotagée operations are continually
sustained by reinforcements of men and material from outside.

In the entire area of the Army Group the number of young men, alone or
in groups, on the roads has further increased, so that there are grounds for
suspicion of extensive recruiting for Resistance organisations. According
to counter-intelligence reports, specially large numbers are arriving in
the Cambrai area.

In Belgium and in the border area between Belgium and France the signs -
of a systematic Resistance organisation under energetic leadership are
increasing: former members of the Wehrmacht are being recruited by call-up
notices, and a supply organisation is being built up. The number of acts
of sabotage is increasing.

In Brittany continual reinforcement with well~-trained, well=-equipped
men and experienced leaders (partly French parachute troops trained in
England) by air and probably by sea has led to the formation of powerful
fighting groups. Concentrations in areas Callac, to the north of Vannes,
and in the more remote surroundings of Pontivy and Guincamp.

A (a) Defence organisation considerably weakened by withdrewsl of
16th Luftwaffe Field Division. ’

(p) (1) 1,253 emplacements ready for action, 55 reinforced with

concrete,

(2) Of previous construction programmes and plans up to v
August 30, 194, 6955 completed, 1% reinforced with
concrete.

(3) 6 éﬁplacements ready for action, 13 reinforced with
concrete. : :

(4) Approximately 17,000 fortress type, 46,000 field type in
course of construction.

B None. - .
¢ (1) (a) 7 (10). (v) 21 (11). (c) not known,
(@) (aa) 2 (0). (BD) 0 (0). (ca) 18 (6).
(2) (a) 8(2). (v) 2 (8). (o) 0(0). (a) 0 (0)s (e) 2 (15).
(£) 51 (23).
(3) (a) 1 1oaombtivé destroyed, 1 damaged, 1 motor boat damaged. .
(e) 16 locomotives out of cormission, 6 railway wagons damaged.
(@) o.
(e) Demage to buildings and tarmeos, several aircraft damaged.
(£f) 1 farm and 3 houses destroyed, 9 houses demeged, blast
furnace plant put out of action temporarily owing to the
destruction of current and water supplies.

) (2) 33 (29). (®) 5 (10).
| .
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(2)

)

(1)

(2)

(3)

Defence organisation weakened by Wiﬁhdrawal' of 1st SS Panzer

** Divisidn '"Adolf Hitler Bodyguard', Reinforcement of threatened

area of Le Havre by 89th Infantry Division seems urgently

‘necessary,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(%)

(a)
(b)

(a)
(2)
(e)
(2)

(v)
(c)

" landing stakes: provided with mines and explosives.

3 pilboxes, 4 gun emplacements, 5 anti-aircraft positions, :
b anti-tenk gun positions, 2 dugouts (fortress type), infantry,
artillery, anti-aircraft, anti-tank gun, machine gun and mortar
positions, obgervation positions, firing positions, dugouts
for men, equipment, armunition and fuel, 2 minefields extended R
beach defences, 60 tons of mines moved, 95 km, minebelt, air

f

187,

Considerably restricted by alamm conditions, transport con-
ditions, breakdown of current, lack of material s building -

-material, cement, sawn wood, fuel, anti-personnel and anti-

tenk mines, lack of labour. ,
(a) 19,576, (b) 18,528 + 742 POWs.
(c) /.
174 (95). () 31 (35). |
Bomber f’oma{:ioné:v Brussels - Hasselt - Laon - St,Quentin -
‘ Amiens - Aumale -~ Abbeville - Arras - Lens -

Armentieres - St,Omex.

Reconnaissance: Dunkirk - Bruges - A.ntwerp - St.Quentin -
Arras - Amiens - Le Treport.

Fighter-bombers and fighters: Ostend - Tournai - Fourmieres -
Soissons - Beauvais - Fecamp,

() 3 G () 79 (6. (oc) 75 (). (a8) ok (59).
201 (b4). "(b) 361 (104). (o) 1 (9). (d) = (6).
W o(31). (2) 77 (52).. | ’

Destroyed: Luftwaffe Signals plotting station, 1 auxiliary
o aerial, 2 guns (3.7 cm.), :

Damaged: 1 Luftwaffe Signals installation, 1 biliet, 1 air-
craft field generating set, tracks, 1 hangar, huts
and circuits.

Destroyed: 1, heavily damaged: k4,slightly damaged: 9.
Destroyed: 3 works buildings, 28 locomotives, 84 trucks,

64 M/T vehicles, 3 lorries, a large number of
railway installations. ‘

Damaged: 6 works buildings, -5 works plants, L railway

bridges, 10 locomotives, 57 trucks, 5 M/T vehicles,
2 guns (10.5 om.), railway installations, telephone
end -electricity osbles and 4 roads. Also 2 torpedo
boats, 1 patrol vessel, 1 motor minesweeper and

/2
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2 bargés sunk, 2 harbour insfallations, 4 lock,
2 torpedo boats, 1 minelayer, 1 motor mine-.
sweeper and 6 barges in part badly damaged..

ﬁ”";'.‘ . (a) .Juﬁinéoﬁrf (&my, Melsebroeck, Abbeville - Drucat).

(e) Destroyed: 3 aircraft, 1 hangar, 3 airfield buildings, '3 huts,
and 300 litres aircraft fuel (89 octane).

Demaged: - 1 aircraft, 7 runways, 8 tarmacs, 1 aircraft bay,

T 2 hengars, 14 airfield buildings, 2 boundary
lighting systems, 7 huts, 3 supply routes, water
mains, eleotricity and telephone cables,

(£) Destroyed: 1 rolling mill, 2 plants, 1 electricity works, a
large number of houses. .

‘Damaged: A large number of houses, electricity cables and
. .water mains, : : ‘

() () 78 (v) 47, R

A (b) (1) 6 fortress typé constructions, 1 field type construction in
- reinforced concrete, e \

(2) 64,682 cubic metres of reinforced concrete, including beach
obstacles, of summer construction prograemme dealt with
(@xnlusive.of Nbrmandy). :

LN

(3) 6,070 cubic metresof reinforced concrete dealt with in the
‘week covered by the report, Construction of field type
fortifications held up again by A-plan and lack of engineers,
but generally satisfactory, Construction of beach and air-
landing obstacles is primary consideration.
Lack of cement, aocessories,; wood and fuel. All types of
\ transport in short supply. ¢

(1) (a) On the coastal front: 6,069, ”(B) .8,105{b

On the lend fromt: = 10,723, 14,615,

.. - WEBEKLY REPORT, JUNE 27 - JULY 2, 194

1 Estimate of the situation as a whole.

. The mos} Significant/e§eﬁt of the week was the large-scale enemy attack
to ocoupy ‘the Caen area, in order to gain a base for further operations in
the direotion of Paris, Lot - ‘

The enemy, who commenced the attack on June 25, with a bombardment from -
land, sea and air, sent in 5 infantry divisions, 1 armoured division, 3
armoured brigades, and a considerable number of H.Q. troops - especially
artillery --and was able to force a breakthrough 9 km. deep and 9 km, wide..

The breakthrough was held up at first by the heroioc resistance of the
12th SS Panger Division, the Panzer Training Division, units of the 1st SS
Panzer Division the 2nd Panzer Division and the 2nd SS Panzer Division, and
was finally stopped by a well timed counter-attack by the II SS Panzer Corps,

/which
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which was supported by the concentrated fire of army artillery and 2 mortar
brigades, In the course of the week the enemy suffered especially heavy

, casuelties, losing more than 150 armoured wvehicles (amounting to more. than
900 since the commericement of the invasion) and was no longer able to make
a oconcentrated attack. - .

. A oontinuatiqh.of;our‘attempt to mop up the breakthrough area was
repeatedly frustrated with heavy losses by day and night by the concentrated
fire of the superior enemy naval and land artillery and of the Air Force.
Our lack of artillery ammunition of all calibres made itself very noticeable,

. After bringing up fresh forces (the enemy's reinforcements aggregate at
least 2-3 divisions per week) and regrouping, a resumption of the attacks in
the breakthrough area must be expected - various signs indicate an attack
east of the Orne. The enemy objective is still ‘a concentrated thrust at Caen.

While the heroic struggle of isolated pockets of resistance in Cherbourg
ended on July 1 with the annihilation of the Keil battle group on the Jcbourg
peninsula, the enemy attempted to force a breakthrough in the St.Lo area with
forces already brought dovn from Cherbourg, the main concentration of the attack
being on both sides of Villers Fossard. After severe battles lasting three
days, the enemy was repulsed everywhere. '

Reports of heavy enemy losses are piling up.
Our ¢wn losses fror June 6 to July 1 emount to:=-

. 1,137 officers (including 7 generals, 79 C.O'srand 5 General Staff

- ‘ . . officers)
oo 44,871 NCO's and men
:n:L?T~;;695‘Eastern¢voluntéers
In,aﬁaitioh - 500 officersard officials
end 55;000wmen (minimm Tigure, 17,500'according to a report from

7th Amy H.Q.). of the Cherbourg garrison.

.Total . 62,603

v et ey o

At present in the landing area the enemy has approximately 33 divisions
end strong H.Q. troops; in Great Britain another 64 large formations are
standing by, 5k of which could be transferred to the mainland.

After the capture of the Caen area - by encirclement on two sides, if
possible - and fresh consolidation, the enemy intends to commence the advance
on Paris, At the same time he will attempt a concentrated attack on the
St.Lo - Coutances area with forces released from the Cherbourg area totalling
10 infantry and 2 armoured divisions, in an effort to consolidate his land

- base. Signs of this operation arc appareut. :

There are no frech data concerning the objectives of the American 1s§
Army Group in Great Britain, A landing on both sides of the Somme as far as
the Seine must be expected in view of strategic' cooperation with the Montgomery
Battle Group for the thrust on Paris and the elimination of the long range
weapon.

A separate report will follow regarding our. plans.
| | ' / 1T
Ge201053/11/7/48



II  Situation at sea:

Very heavy artillery fire from British, American and French battleships,
cruisers and destroyers is concentrated on knocking out Cherbourg, covering
. landings off the Orne cstuary, supporting the land battle at Caen,and silencing
~ the coastal batteries, o ‘

Vessels ave continually unloading along the invasion coast, and active
convoy moveaments are taling place in the Channel There are heavy shipping
concentrations in the Thames and also at Harwich, Several actions have been
. Pought with enemy escort boats and destroyers, in which we incurred heavy
losses; an enemy destroyer was sunk by one of our patrol vessels.

Our escort vessels have been greatly handicapped by small numbers and by
. weather conditions; and have carried out only minelaying operations. :
Successful results of our mining operations have been observed. . Mine-

* sweeping operations have been made off the Scheldt, St. Malo, and the Biscay
ports. : ' '

Increased fighter-bomber attacks on our small naval crafi are being made
by day and night, The enemy Air Force is maintaining constant surveillance
of all our shipping movements., :

IIT Situation in the air:

Fighter, fighter-bomber, and close combat formations are concentrated
on the battle area. Every movement made by enemy ground troops (especially
in Cherbourg and south-east of Tilly) is strongly supported. Widespread
reconnaissance was transformed into active attack almost immediately, and
movements were practically impossible. Attacks were directed against troop
concentrations, movements of every description, positions, bridges, trans-
port installations, ammunition dumps and recognised Staff Headquarters.

- Heavy bomber formations operated mainly against special buildings in the

V1 launching sites. Operations were on a smaller scale than last week owing
to the weather. Further attacks were made against airfields and transport
installations. '

Reconnaissance of rail and road transport was carried out from the battle
area as far as the line Paris - Tours - Nantes. Active reconnaissance over
the area Nieuport - Valenciennes - Hesdin - Somme estuary, and continual
surveillance of the north and west coast of Brittany was maintained.

IV Internal situation

Attitude of the civilian populationvreserved;lin Normandy the friendly
attitude towards the Germans noted at first is giving way to definite reserve,
and in many places to increasing aversion. The number of refugees in the
battle area is increasing, among them an especially large number of able—
bodied men. Cases of betrayal of our troop movements are increasing,

Resistance movements and sabotage -

The central leadership of a large number of Resistance movements and
terrorist groups in the Netherlands is known; little activity so far.
Increasing development of Resistance organisations in Belgium and in the’
frontier area of northem France. Only minor acts of sabotage in Normandy;
the Resistance movement has been crippled by the capture of almost all of
its leaders. '

In spite of successful mopping-up operations and capture of arms and
ammunition dumps in Brittany, there has been an increase in sabotage
activities towards the end of the week., It is presumed that the enemy's
next objective is to bring the terrorist groups, already joined by
parachute troops, up to the standard of regular troops by supplying them
with weapons and uniforms (in one case 1,000 uniforms were discovered).
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&



V  In detail:

- 25 -

Northern Military District:

A (a) No chaﬁges. L4 draft conducting battalions, provi’&'e’d\to safeguard
rear positions and defence ares s Were transferred to 19th Army H. Q.

on July 1. . ‘ -
(v) (1) 1 2261 emplacements ready for action , 56 more already reinforced
with concrete,
(2) 69% of the former construction programme and plans up to
August 30, 1944, completed, 1% reinforced with concrete,
(3) June 23 - 29, 1944 8 emplacements ready for action,
9 reinforced with concrete, 23 commenced.
(4) (a) 37:640' .
' (¢) Further consoldiation of the land fromt.
B ./
¢ - (1) (2) 122(7). ®) 16(21). (o) 0 _
| - (@) (aa) 3(2). (bb) 0 (0)s (cc) 13 (18). (aq) L (1),
(2) (a) 13 (8). (0) 45 (&), () 2 (0). (a) 0 (0). (e) 18 (24):
(£) 38 (51). |
(3) (&) o. (») o. L
(c) 5 lorries destroyed s 3 cars Heavily damaged, 1 river police boat
slightly demaged, 8 locomotives put out of commission, 8 railway
passenger carriages and 1 goods truck burnt out, 2 milk trucks
destroyed, 2 lorries damaged.
(@) 0. (e) ¥inor damage on one airfield.
(f) Blast furnace plant slight damaged. Damage to civilian property.:
(1) (&) ‘4 (v) 3. |
‘D (1) Unfriendly and expectant.
(2) (@) -. (£) o.
15th Army H. Q.
A (b)) (1) 11 artillery and anti-aircraft positions, 1 tenk-gun position,
: 1 anti-tank pillbox, 5 small emplacements, {1 machine gun site, .
battle headquarters, anti-tenk gun, mortar, machine gun, dummy
positions, dugouts for men and ammmition, observation positions 3
consolidation and mining of beach and air landing obstacles.
(2)  49%.
(3) According to plan. Iack of cement, wood, material for btuilding

Ge201053/11/7/148

(1)

positions, tools, mines of all types. Cpnstruction greatly
handicapped by breakdown of electric current.

(a) 20,453, (_b) 21,279 ‘and 29 prisoners of war.

Less than last week in LXXXT Army Corps area.
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(c) Development according to plan. Partially impeded by lack of
materials, tools ané mines, and labour. liachine gun, anti-
tank gun positions, foxholes, dugouts for men and ammunition,

-~ Observation positions, mortar positions, artillery positions s
dugouts for equipment, infantry positions, k4 minefields
enclosed, 270 mines laid, 18,5 km. new belt of mines, air
landing stakes provided with mines and explosives.

B ./
c (1) (a) 128 (474).
(v) 28 (31). |
(c) Bomber formations: Ostend - Iseghem - Brussels - Florennes =Maubeuge
Valenciennes - Laon - Creil - Montdidier -

Doullens - Neufchatel - Etaples.

Reconnaissance: Furnes - Tournai - Hesdin - Somme - Etaples -
Calais.

Fighters and fighter-bombers: Scheldt 'estuary - Tournai -
: Dinant - Rethel - Creil - Rouen - Le Havre.

(@) (a2) 7 (9. (vb) 26 (79). (co) 88 (75). (aa) 17 (24).
(5e) 18(18) (other objectives). | | |
(2) (a) 40 (201). () 42 (361). (c) 1 (11). (e) 30 (41). (£) 50(77).
(3) (a) Destroyed: 1 gun'(z.cm.), 1 cookhouse,

Damaged: 1 hut, 3 positions, minor damage to roads and
tracks,

(b) Heavily demaged: 11.
Moderately danﬁged: 2,
' Slightly demeged: 3.
(c) Destroyed: 1 electricity plant, 1 transformer station, |

19 locomotives, 24 trucks, railway installations,
1 road, 2 N/T vehicles, 2 dams.

Damaged : 12 works buildings, 8 locomotives, 93 trucks,
1 water tower, 3 cranes, 50 railway installations s

11 M/T vehicles, 2 bridges, telephone and .
electricity ‘cables. . '

() Le Cﬁlo;é'.(Aﬁw, :}bbeville-Dmcat). :

(e) Destroyed: 3 blast bays » 3 hangars, 1 workshop and 2 air-
' -field buildings. .

Damaged: 6 aircraft, 10 runways, 8 tarmacs, 1 aircraft bay, -
6 blast bays, 8 hangars, 1 workshop, 3 airfield
. buildings, 2 boundary lighting installations s
telephone and electricity cables, water mains,
1 narrow gauge railway line,

(£) Destroyed: 1 power station, 1 workshop with 5 /T vehicles,.
: 1 billet, 1 swingbridge, 2 lorries, 6 cars,
5 motor cycles and a2 large number of houses ,
1 oil tank burnt out.
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Damaged:' ‘4 industrial plants, 1 power station, 1 N/T repair

shop, a large number of houses, electricity and
water mains, '

) (a) 53 (78). -

() 32 (17).

p (1) Unchanged expe;ctant, reserved, not hostile.
@ @ ) b ()
7th Aruy 1.Q, - o

\

RN

Breton Coast: -

A (a) Defence ‘organisation further ‘weakened By withdrawal of 275th Infantry
: Division. ' . ' .

(v) (2) 65,882 cubic metres of reinforced concrete of summer construction
* programme used. \ )
(3) 910 cubic metres of reinforced concrete during the week covered
by the report, Construction of field type defences held up by
. A-plan and lack of sappers. Concentrated work on coastal
- defences and air lanaing obstacles. Lack of cement and fuel, .
difficult transport situation, and considerable withdrawals of
Todt Organisation labour is holding up work.

"_(4)“"(&)" 20, 473, (b) 36, 106,

suty 1, 190

With a view to obtaining unified commsnd of the Wehrmacht and concentration
of all forces, I propose to take over command of the headquarters and umits of
the other two services employed in the Army Group area or cooperating:with it.

(1) Luftwaffe

At present there is no question of strategic air warfare, Close cooperation
between the flying formations and the flak corps and the heavily engaged army
can be guaranteed only by the strictest command from one headquarters, Dupli,-ca-

tion of orders leads to military half measures. :

(2) Navy"

There is no longer any question of extensive naval.strategy, . Local tactical
operation of the few vessels still at our disposal must be carried out in close
cooperation with the movements of the army. The defence of Cherbourg has shown
that a unhified command and' channel of communications are more effective. Finally,
the supply situation, especially as regards transport, demands unified guidance
and issue of orders by ‘the Quartermaster General Wes"c.

Rommel

| /WEEKTY
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WEEKLY REPORT, JULY 3 - 9, 194

I  Estimate of the situation as a whole.

During the period covered by the report s the 2nd British Army and the
1st American Army, using unusually large masses of men and material in a
large-scale attack, attempted to break through in order to conduct
operations in open country.

The prelude was a local attack on July. 3 conceutrated on a 7 km., front
in the area in front of Caen, which resulted in the loss of Carpiquet after
heavy fightings On July 8 the enemy launched a concentrated attack on Caen
-with at least 3 infantry divisions,.several armoured brigades, .and strong
H.Q. troops, after having bombarded the whole area during the previous night with
naval land and artillery of all calibres (80,000 rounds) and with continual
air attacks (approximt ely 2,500 tons), After two days of very heavy
fighting the ene.yy, who suffered particularly heavy losses of men and
material - the 12th SS Panzer Division alone knocked out 103 tanks -
sucoeeded in smashing the bridgehead and taking Caen., The enemy was not
successful in effecting a breakthrough, however, as a secure defence had
been built up in time on the Orne.

On July 10 the attacks were continued, concentrated on both sides of
Verson, and are still in progress. ' g

Fighj'b'ing on the rest of the Panzer Group West front was only in the
" nature of local holding operatioms. . ' ’ '

* On the 7th Army front with 4~5 infantry divisions and strong armoured forces,
the enemy launched a north-south thrust on July 3 between Prairies liarecageuses
de Gorges and the west coast. In spite of ruthless efployment of men, massed
artillery, and air forces, the enemy was prevented from breaking through.

An area of approximately 5 «m. in depth had to be relinquished to tle enemy
in the course of the week; fighting continues on thé line Plessis - Mobecq ~
Bretteville, ‘ :

From July L4 the enemy extended his attacks to the Vire. After having
succeeded in establishing bridgeheads over the Vire and Taute, he attémpted’
to break through into the area St, Lo - Periers - Coutances. In heavy :
battles he was prevented from making a decisive breakthrough. The 2nd
SS Panzer Division and the Panzer Training Division were brought up to the
battle area, and some units took part in the fighting, The 5th Paratroop
Division is being brought up.. o ,

. The enemy has once more failed to reach his breakthrough objectives this
week, and has suffered heavy casualties, The 101st and 82nd American
hirborne Divisions have already been withdrawn owing to heavy losses, but.
have been replaced by fresh divisions. :

. -From June 6 to July 9 the enemy lost 1,297 amoured vehicles and 266
aircraft through the dction of army and SS units.

Even when compared with the heavy enemy losses, our losses are also
*.considerable, From June 6 to July 7 they amount to:- '

1,830 officers (including 9 generals s [ officers of the
» General Staff, and 109 C.Os.)
75,166 NCOs and man : ,
3,787 Russians
80,783

As opgoaed to these figures, 10,671 replacements have been brought up since
June 6. ‘ ’ L : '

G, 201053/11/8/1,8 | | | , o /Eneny

\



- 29 -

Enenmy sﬁreﬁgﬁﬁ”and operefiohél plang.
\

It is estimated that the enemy haa at present 35 divisions and strong
H.Q. troops in the landing area, In Great Britain a further 60 large
formations are standlng by, of whlch 50 could be transferred to the Contlnent
at any time., : : : e

hccording to indications, and data, the plans of the Montgomery Arnmy- Group
are just as we expect. Af%er taking the whole of the Caen area and throwing
adequate bridgeheads over the Orne the enemy intends to commence -the thrust
on Paris, in the course of which a ‘large-scale landing mst be expected in the
15th Army Zone by the 1st American Liny Group to cooperate with the Montgomery
Lrmy Group and to eliminate the long range weapon.

Leccording, %o a captured order, the Aaerlcan lst Arny s prlmary obJeotlve
is the extension and consolidation of their land base by the occupaiion of the
Ste Lo - Coutances area and later’ the line Vire - nvranoheb. The strategy of
attrition. of both armies can be recognlsed by. the use of masses. of material and
ammnition. = e s

. .To 1mprove our freedom of action, while at the same time preventing a
breakthrough, Army Group B w1ll attempt to w1thdraw panzer formations and, reolace
thei by 1hfantry lelsxons.,. : » L

Owing to the lack of transport space and -the.delaying effect of air attacks,/
the supply posztlon is very cratlcal as regards ammunition and fuel, dn splte
of somé slight improvement in transport up to the Lront. . e

IT Situation at seat

“More” 1nten51ve survelllance of the sea area off Le ﬁavre and Cap o'Antlfer
by strong groups of ‘enerny destroyers and escort vesssls. Numerous navalmgx
aotlons.:;u': T R . R ‘“&M‘._;‘_>.,ﬁf

Increa31ng control of the Channel Island atea and the northern coast of
Brittany by enemy destroyers and other naval forces, P

Widespread use of battleshlps, cruisers and &estroyersrinJbombar@ment of -
the coast and in support of the enemy attack on Caen.

Considerable enemy supply and reinforcement tra;flc a temporary decrease
was noﬁlceahle after our small naval craft had been sent 1nto action, *

Numerous fighter-bomber attacks on our defenoe foroes.A Alr surveillance
of the whole Channel goast, including coastal and outer. routes between Brest
and La Pallice. 3 flghter-bomber attacks on. ‘néval rada* stafions in the area
of Cap d' Antifer and “on Ile d‘'Oussant.

Enery mininé‘éctivity‘slight_in comparison with last.week.

IIT Sltuatlon 1n the air

Very heavy eneny air act1v1ty, only temporar11y held up by weather
conditions. , y e . .

Fighter and fighter-bomber sorties were concentrated in the battle area in
support of ground troops., Continual attacks against positions of every
description, ammmition and supply dumps, and agalnst movements far to the :
rear, ILsolated fighter-bamnber sorties as far as the Loire, Strong f:ghtcr
forces covering the battle area and meking operations by the uuftwaffe diffiouls,

Twin-engined formatlons directed attacks against transport installations
(stations, trains, bridges, ferries and crossroads) and against {troop
concentrations.
" /Heavy
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Heavy bomber formations strongly supported by fighters attacked
construction gites and special installations in the V1 launching sites,
marshalling yards and airfields. .

Reconnaissance was made of rail, road and water transport as’ far as
-, the line.Rheims - Orleans - ingers - Remnes. Constant’surveillance was
noticeable in the Ostend - Lens - Amiens - Le Treport area and ‘of the
north and west coast of Brittany.

Iv.. interhal-situatioq;
Attitude of the civilian.population still reserved’and expectant. |
Resistancerrganisations and sabotage: .

.+ Lt has been confirmed that British and French parachuté groups have
been landed in areas outside Brittany to reinforce and direct the
Resistance movement. Still relatively slight activity in the Netherlands.
In:Belgium and the frontier aréa of northern France; mirked increase of
partisan activity., The British radio is sending an increased number of
code words to Resistance groups.

The number of attacks and acts Of sabotage, which has been exceptionally

high since the end of June has risen still further in'the last few days.
Heavy sabotage of electric cables during the night July 6 - 7.

. Normandy: partisen activity has spread to areas formerly free of
terrorists (Pont Audemer), and also in the battle area (Caen), Roads in
rear areas have been covered with small mines.

Brittany: increasing sabotage of railway installations and long
distance electricity.cables. Attacks on srall detachnents of troops and
goods trains reveal planned preparation and military direction (concen- .
trated in the area Guingamp - Lannion) ; however no large-scale military
use of partisan bands has been rmde. Concentration area of terrorist
supply in southern Brittany, with up to 40 machines in one night. =

In detail:

Northern bilitary District:

A (a). No changes.

(b) (1) 1,270 positions ready for action,-54 others reinforced
.« with concrete, - S R

(%) 70% completed, 1% reinforced with'doncfefé,'of“cdhétrucﬁoﬁ,
programie and planning up to August 30. B :

(3) June 30 - July 6: 9 positions ready for action, 7 rein--
forced with concrete, 5 begun.

(4) Approximately 15,470 fortress type, 36,000 field type
under construction. - - ' :

(c) Laﬁd front further consolidated.
c. (1) () -. (o) 0 (o). o o
(@) (as) 0 (3). (wb) 0 (0). (oo) 9 (43). (aq) 5 (%),
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(2) (a)
(3) (a)
(e)

(a)

(e)
()
@) (a)

~ 3 -
8 (13). (v) B (45). (o) 0 (0).(a) 0 (0).(c) 26 (18)(£) 42 (36).
o (v o | '

One railway and one road bridge damaged, 7 locomotive put .
out of commission, 10 goods trucks containing aray lorries

. destroyed by fire, 11 goods trucks slightly demaged.

0.

Runways, tarmacs andAbuildings damaged, 6 Ju 88s danaged.

-

Numerous houses destroyed and danaged. -

9. (v) 1.

D (1) Unchanged.

(2) (a)

15th JA&IW Hc ,Qc

0. (v) o (5) 0. (a) 1. (e) 0. (¢ ‘o..

A (a) Defence 6rganisatién in the Le ﬁavre.area reinforced after arrival
' of 98th Division. : '

®) ()

(2)

(3)

W)

B ./,
, c 1) (2)

G. 201053/1L/8/18

1 artillery pillbox, 6 pillboxes, 2 small dugouts, machine gun,
anti-tank gun, anti-aircrafi, tank gun, mortar, dumy positions
(fortress type), ammunition and Goliath dugouts, Tobruk '
positiona, consolidation and mining of beach and air landing
obstacles. Main area of consolidation at river estuaries.
Work started on installation of beacons ou irmediate front.

6453

In generel, according to plan., Held up by lack of cement,
nmaterial for building positions and mines, also partly by ‘
interruptivas caused by air raids, Employment of Todt
Organisation labour greatly resiricted in parts.

(a) 22,618,
(b) 22,828 and 29 prisoners of war,

(c) Foxholes, machine gun, anti-tenk gun, mortar, anti-
‘aircraft positions, dugouts for men, ammnition,
equipment, horses and supplies, observation posts, ,
artillery bositions, battle headquarters, sheltgrs
splinter bays for vehicles, fencing in of mincflelés,
478 anti-persomnel and 660 anti-tank mines laid,work startod
on the Boulogne land front, air landing stakes provided
with mines and shells at Le Havre; 1,600 anti-tank and
1,900 anti-personnel mines laid, Construction grea?ly
handicapped by lack of labour, mining and construction
material (especially wood and wvire) as well as by lack
of trenching and other tools.

118 (123)s (b) 31 (28).

/(o)



(o)

| (a)

2) (a)
C(f)
3) (a)

®)

(e)

(@)
(@

- 32 - : . : :a%/-;

Bomber formations:. Brussels, Cambrai, Amiens, Beauvais,
Dieppe, Somme estuary, Boulogne,
Lrmentieres, Chauny, Rethel,
. &bbeville.

Reconnaissance: Ostend, Lens, Amiens, Le Treport.

Fighters and fighter-bombers: Scheldt estuary, Courtrai,
Maubeuge, Laon, lMontdidier, St.Valery
e, C.

(22) 12 (7). (vb) 59 (26). (c0) 59 (88). (aa) 9 (17).
(ee) 10:(18) other fargets. " o
48 (40). (b) 20 (42). (o) - (1). (e) 67 (30).
22 (50).

Destroyed: 3 huts, 5 ammunition bunkers, 1 anti-aircraft
gun (10.5 cm), 2 M/T vehicles, 1 ammunition
depot. .

Damaged : 3 ammunition bunkers, 1 railway installation,
1 building, 2 lorries, several huts, roads
and cables, 2 light anti-aircraft trains
. buried, 100 rounds of anti-aircraft ammunition
“blown up. : o

Heavi;y damaged: .11,
tedium damége: 3.
Slightly dsmaged: 7.
Destroyed: 1 works Building, 2 works inétallations,
1 -railway bridge, 31 locomotives, 52 trucks,

1 road, 1 dam, several railway installations,
2 vessels sunk, ‘

Damaged: 8 works buildings, L locomotives, 84 trucks,

several roads, a large number of railway
installations, 6 vessels.

(Arqpes, Chambry, Coxyde, Diest, Juvincourt, Liegescourt
Poix-Ost, St.Pol-Brias, Ursel, Vlamerthinghe, Wizernes. ).

bestroyedi,1 anmunition dump.

. / . :
Damaged: 2 runways, ‘| tarmac, 4 blast bays and several

- : buildings.
(f) Destrojéd; 1 road, a large humber erhqﬁses.
Damaged: 3 gasometers, a large number of houseso
(4) (a) From June 25 - July 1: 57 (53).
(b)) 31 (32).
>~ D (1)‘ Unchanged, reserved and expectant.
(2) (a) One attempt. |
(b) 3.
(a) 2
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"é.f." - 32 . .

7th AI‘UW' H. Qi

i A (a) Further weakening of ‘defences in Brittany after withdrawal of the
5th Paratroop Division and the 275th Infantry Division from their
former coastal defence sectors. :

(B) (1) Mil return.
(2) 66,800 cubic metres of reinforced concrete.
(3) 515 cubic metres construction of field type positions further
impeded. Increased difficulties in completing fortress and
field type constructions. Terrorist menace is making employ-
ment of civiliang more difficult. :
(4) Coastal front: '
(a) 2,500, (v) 3,200.
Land front: ’ T

(2) 3,700. (b) 10,200.

WEEKLY REPORT, JULY 10 - 16. 194k

"I - Estimate of the situatiqn'asra whole

The 2nd British Army has not achieved its aim of brealdng through and
operating in open country after the capture of Caen, when further attacks
broke down owing to heavy losses, 4 counter-attack by our troops on July 14
was successful, and the former main defence line south of the Odon (south-west
of Caen) was retaken; after this the enemy remained quiet, except for local
infantry and considerable artillery activity. Regrouping and preparations on
an increasing scale were observed towards %he end of the week, In the early .
hours of July 16 the eneny commenced local attacks between Maltot and Vendes,
and these are still in progress,  An offensive by -the 2nd British Army to
break through towards the south-east can be expected from the evening. of -
July 17, b ‘ '

On the 7th Army sector the enemy attempted to break through and force- the
capture of the St.Lo area in battles which are intensifying daily. Once more
the enemy failed to reach his objective, but seétors 3 km. to 5 km: in depth
to the north-east and north-west of St, Lo had to be yielded to him, After a
defensive success pn the northérn front LXXXIV Armmy Corps fell back without

. eneny interference to the Seves -~ Lessay sector during the night of July 13/l
The enemy has not yet completely closed wp on the new mein defence line.

Enemy attacks concentrated on thé St.Lo area are continuing on the same
scale, ' .

During the period between June 6 and July 16,-tﬁe enemy suffered the
~ following losses through the action of the ammy and SS .units

1,705 tanks and 293 aircraft.
Our own losses from June 6 to July 7 amount to:-
2,360 officers (including 9 generals, 7 officers of the General-
Starf, 137 C.0's.)
93,938 NCO's and men .
A3,791 Russians

100,089 men
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Replacements since June 6:
8,395 men brought up to the front
5, 303 men Warned for transfer to front,

The replacement situation gives rise to some anxiety in view of"
increasing losses. Some remedy must be found before units are depleted.

Enemy strength and: operational plans.
Enemy supply of men and materiai.continues without interruption,
and it is estimated that there are approximately 37 divisions and strong
‘H.Q. troops in the landing area. iccording to the distribution of eneny
forces the following minimum artillery strengths are estimated, exclusive
of naval artillery: : - '
2nd British Army: 270 light battéries; 50 medium and heavy batteries

1st American Ammy: 130 light‘batteries; 135 medium and heavy batteries

Total of at least 400 light batteries; 185 medium and heavy batteries

. . In Great Britain a further 56 large formations are at the ready, of
- which 46 can be transferred to the Continent.

The known operational: plans .of ' the ilontgemery Army Group still appear

to remain the same, ‘
The 2nd British Lrmy is clearly concentrated in the area of Caen and

to the south-west, and plans to make a thrust across the Orne towards
Paris. The local attacks between kialtot and Vendes, which commenced on
July 15 may be regarded as the preliminary to the offensive to break
through over the Orne expected from July 17. N

The 1st'Amefiean Lirmy will continue its plan to extend its land base
up toé the line Domfront - hLvranches, using heavy concentrations of men
-and-materials, - ‘ o : ,

18t dnerican srmy Group: There are no fresh indications of the
objectives of the 1st .werican .my Group. A large-scale landing must be
expected in the area of thé 15th Army, for strategic cooperation with
- Montgomery's Army Group, where the nain weight of the enemy operations
appears to be concentrated and for the elimination of long distance weapons,
Agents' reports of an intended landing in southern Brittany contradict the
distribution of foirces reported in Great Britain. ) L

Army Group B will continue its attempt to prevent all efforts to .
break through, -The replacement of panzer formations by infantry units has
-not yet produced the desired rcsult. Compared with the modern Anglo-
Americen units, the infantry divisions are so inferior in equipment and
strength that most of the reserve panzer groups had to be sent into
action again. ' : ‘

II  Situation at sea:

Close pa{rql of the sea area off the landing area and Cap d‘intifer -
Le Havre by -enemy destroyer and MIB groups.

Numerous naval actions. .According to a reliable source a number of
enemy vessels have struck mines, :

Extended and reinforced enemy patrols (including heavy cruisers) off
the coast of Brittany as far hs Lorient, concentrated on Brest. Surprise
appearance of enemy destroyer group off the Ile de Croix. ‘

" /Fighter-
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Fighterabomber attecks_were oarried;out against our defence foices
along the whole Channel coast and also on the Atlantic coast as far as
St. Nazalre.

Exten51ve supply movements by transports, freighters and LSTs in the:
landing area. Supply by small. craft is decrea31ng. ,

Lir reconnalssance of Oherbourg found only landing craft and low-
tonnage steamers in the outer harbour, which must be presumed cleared.
Large-soale unloading unlikely. Large-scale unloading activity in the
landing area confirms the view that 17 days after the fall of Cherhourg
there is no possibility of unloading in the inner harbour.

Enemy mining activity in the Channel has diminished, and is slight on
the Atlantic coast.

ITI Situation in the air:

In spite of being hindered by bad weather conditions, strong fighter and
fighter-bomber forces were almost continuously active over the battle and rear
areas. Considerably fewer sorties were made by heavy bomber formations owing
to heavy attacks on Germany. Heavy bomber formations directed their attacks
mainly against V1 launching sites, transport installations and airfields.

Most of the attacks by twin-engined bomber formations were dlrected agalnst
railway installations.

' By day and night fighter and fighter—bomber formations attacked supply

. routes and positions of every description in the main defence zone as well as
covering the battle area, Repeated attacks were made on bridges, ferries
and railway targets as far as the line Paris - Tours -~ Vannes.

| Recommaissance alxcréft malntained'constant sunvelllance of rail, road
and water transport as far as the line Chalons s.i, - Orleans - Angers and the
coastal area of Brittany.

IV Intermal situation:

The attitude of the civilian population continues expectant, and to
some extent unfriendly. In the Belgian coastal area some of the population
volunteered for work on defences following measures to evacuate the coastal
combat area.

Resistance organisations and sabotage. \

Slight increase in sabotage activity; progressive development of
Reistance organisations, but no large-scale operations as yet.

Attacks on economic and‘municipai officials; Dutchvpolice and National
Socialist Party members.
Belgium and Northern France: sporadlc sabotage of cables during the night of
July 11/12, otherwise no increase in sabotage. Indications of progressive
mobilisation of Resistance movements in the interaor. /

Normandy: 1ncreased laying of snall mines on roads. 1soLated arson attempts
on vehicles, : :

Brittany: no’numerical increase im.acts of sabotage. Attacks are well
‘planned however and reveal léadership by trained men, The supply systen has

been hardest hit by numerous explosions on railway tracks, and by attacks
with explosives on locomotive depots and armunition tralns.

/Destruction
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Destruction of railway bridges, especially in northern Brittany.
Several attacks on power supply. Numerous attacks on members of the
Wehrmacht. Areas of concentration: ILannion - Plouarot and Pontivy -
Loudeac - Carhaix. ‘ :

The further development of Resistance organisations has not ‘been -
appreciably hindered by our intervention » and planned development of .
- fighting groups must be expected. #ain area where terrorist bands are
being formed is to the south of Pontivy. Eneny losses: 168 dead
(including 16 parachutists), 117 prisonen (including 4 parechutists).

V. In detail: '

Northern Military District:

& (a) The battle group of the 19th Panzer Division transferred at

1800 hrs. on July 15. The remaining units of the division are )
in the former billeting area with orders to defend it against N
landings from the air.

() (1) 1,288 positions '

(2) 7% of ‘prograrmme up to-Septomber 30, 1944, completed.

(3) 48 positions ready for é&ction, 7 reinforeced W:Lth concrete.
(1) No important changes.

(e) AFuri‘:her consolidation of laﬁd'~‘froﬁt.-

B None.. | _.
e () @ 5. ®) 29 (@ 0. -
L () (aa) 0 (0). (wb) 0 (0). (co) 2'(9). (aa) o (5).
(2) (2) 0(8). () 2(8). (o) 0(0). (a)o0 (o) |
L~ (o) 0(26). (£) 1 (2). a |
G) () 0. () 0. (o) 1‘barge and 1 vehicle darnged.
(@ 0. (e) 0. (f) slight damge to houses.
W) () b () 7. )
D (1) Unohanged, expeotant and unfriendly.
“(2) (a) 0. (v). 0. (c) 0. (a) o. (e) 0. (¥) 1.

15th Arny ‘H, Q.

4L (a) hrmy defence organisation weakened after withdrawal of
' 326th and -363rd Infantry Divisions.

(b) (1) 2 gun-and 1 anti-aircraft pillbox positions,
1 tank gun, 1 anti-tank gun 8.8 cm., and 1 7.5 an.
anti-tank gun position, 2 other pillbox positions o
(field type), mchiné gun, mortar, anti-tank gun and
artillery positions, bunkers, reserve and dumay positions, !
-eonsolidation and reinforcement of beach and airlanding .
obstacles by installation of explosives and anti- o
personnel mines, 1 60-ton bridge constructed and 1- ninefield
laid. :

. (2) approximately 664 | ‘ o
/G, 201053/IL/8/1,8 ' | ‘
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Lack of building material (especially cement and sawn wood) ,
labour, transport and mines. Progress hampered by measures
taken under Alarm II, '

(a) 22, 136,

(b) 21,988 and 32 POWs,

() Completed: liachine gun, mortar, anti-tank, and artillery positions,

B ./
c (1)

(2)

(3)
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(v)
(o)

@

-(a)“
. (v)

()
(a)

®)

(c)

. Heavy damage: 7.

bunkers,, foxholes, observation positions, battle
positions; new mining: Boulogne fortress (commenced),
and Le Havre land front, and a further 10.5 km 924
anti-tank and 90 anti-personnel mines laid. '

53 (148).
16 (31).
Borber formations: St.Omer, irras, Albert, Montdidier,

Chateau Thierry, Beauvais, Gisors, Aumale,
Dieppe, fLmiens, Abbeville.

Reconnaissance: Scheldt estuary, Brusgpls; Cha:iefoi;

Valenciennes, Calais.

Fighters and fighter-bombers: Scheldt estuany;'Brussels;
Charleville, St. Quentin, Soissons,

' ‘ Sts Valery en Caux.

(2a) 6 (12). (wb) 25 (59). (co) 24 (59). (aa) 12 (9).

(ée) L (10) other targets, ' |

21 (without aircraft:crews) (48).

20 (Withouf aircraft crews) (29).

10 (=)@ 1 (=) (&) 13 (67). (£) 10 (22).
Destroyed: . 2-fourubarreiled guns,‘1 searchlight.
Damaged: 1 spedial‘trailer 202, railway installations,

© damage to windows. 1 anti-aircraft and battery

control position buried. :

Destroyed: 1.

Medium damageé 4

Slight damage: 6.

Destroyed: 1 railway bridge, 5 1ocomotivés; 2 motor. vehicles,
: 14 trucks (including 8 with armmunition), various
approach roads. : ‘ :

Damaged : 2 railway works buildings, 1 transformer station,
1 railway bridge, 1 road bridge, 3, reservoirs,
-4 locomotives, 19 trucks, 2 huts, tracks,
- telephone communications, 1 dam.

2 vessels sunk.

/@@y
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(@) Mons en Chaussee, Poix-Nord.

(e) Destroyed: 2 empty fuelling installations, 1-hangar,
2 airfield buildings. :

Damaged : 2 runways, 3 tarmacs, 1 set boundary lighting'and
: telephone cables.

(£) Destroyed: a large number of houses (exact figures not
known), 2 lorries (1 with load of cable).

Damaged : 1 bridgé, 1 road, a large number of hoﬁses,

telephone lines and water rains, damage 1o
‘cultivated fields.

(@) (a) w9 (57).
D (1) Unchanged, reserved and expectaht.
(2) (a) 1. (v) 25. (a) 1. (e) 2

Panzer Gfoup West:

Further consolidation of land front in 711th Infantry Division sector.
Considerable lack of building materials and transport difficulties are
holding up work., For other details see report on situation as a whole.

Zth Army H,Q.

L (a) Brittany: Defence considerably weakened by the withdrawal of
5th Paratroop Division and 275th Infantry Division.

" (b) (2) From summer construction prograime: 67,098 cubic metres -
of reinforced concrete, :

(3) 698 cubic metres of reinforced concrete. ‘Difficulties

N described in the report for the last week have further
v increased, Shortage of engineers and supervisors.

(4) On the coastal front: (a) 8,553, (b) 6,323

On- the land fromt: (a) 1,550, (b) 3,521,

WEEKLY REPORT, JULY 17 - 25, 194

I Estimate of the situation as a whole.

On July 17, the 2nd British and the 1st American Armies began their .
large-scale attack from the Caen and St.Lo areas in an attempt to force a
strategic breakthrough, In spite of their powerful air: support and their
superior artillery, this plan failed: '

On July 18, after a heavy preliminary borbardment from land and sea
ertillery, and intensive bombing from over:1.,000 aircraft, the attack in

" the area of Panzer Group West was. begun from the bridgehead east of the

Orne, launched with infantry divisions, 3 ammoured divisions and 2 to 3
armoured brigades, As a result of. the intensive bombardment the eneny
succeeded in breaking through across the line Touffreville ~ Colombelles"

to the south. With our last reserves we engaged the enemy in bitter fighting
along the line west of Troarn - south of Frenouville - St.Andre - Bougie,

. The weather caused a slackening off in the fighting towards the end of the
 week, although heavy fighting»for local targets continued.

7

/The
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.. The enemy launched ‘a concentrated attack against St.Lo in the 7th Army
‘area on July 17. The bulges.in the front line were taken back to the line
north of St.Lo - Rampan - Le kesnil Bury, and thus prevented a breakthrough,
St.Lo was abandoned to the enemy during the night of July 18/4 9, 'and the
front was stalilised immediately south of the town. The enemy did not renew
their heavy attacks here either, because of the heavy losses they had
suffered.

|, ‘We'can’ expect the enemy's large-scale attacks from Caen, St.Lo and west
of the Vire to be resumed as ‘soon as more favourable weather conditions permit
the unhampered use of the enemy air forces, ’ -
S Un:i_.t'é of the army and SS destroyed 2,117 enen*& ta_nké and 345 aircraft
v between June 6 and July 23. ' C -

During the period June 6 - July 23 our own losses were:

2,722 officers (including 10 generals, 8 General Staff
o . Officers, and 158 C.0s,) T
110,337 NCOs and men ' i

3,804 Russians

116,863

10,078 men have been brought in since June 6 as replacements.

The disbandment of the 1 65th Reserve Division released 8 ,000 men for the
infantry battalions which were sent to the front. Replacements for the’
SS panzer divisions are urgently needed. . :

. -Enemy strength and operational plans

The enemy has at least 40 divisions and strong H, Q. troops in the
landing area, and is still bringing in further troops and materials,

‘There are still 52 large troop formations in réadines.s.in Great Britain,
~and of these about 42 could be transferred to the 1ainland, .

" The operational infen'bio’hs of “the Montgémery Army Group seem to be
unchanged. ’ ’ '

The British 2nd Army will attempt to force a breakthrough in the general
direction of Falaise, thus preparing for a thrust on Paris. ‘

The 1 st .Americanl_A.rmy wﬁ‘,ll endedvéﬁr' to éa'in its:‘ first target, which is
the extension of the land base as far as the line Domfront - Avranches.

We have no further reliable information as to the aim or the time of ‘
starting of the attack by the 1st American Army Group, With énemy forces being
. continually transferred to the Normandy front it is unlikely that there will
be further landing operations at points very far distant from there, but the
15th Army sector from the north of the Somme to the Seine is still in great

dangers,

The more territory Montgomery gains to the south of the bridgehegd, a.und
the quicker he wins it, thé less likelihood there is'of the forces still in
England effecting a new landing at another point. It is mu;:h more probable
that in this case the British and Americans will feed all the reserves
available into the bridgehead, and any fresh landings vdl; probably only be
affected by.air landing troops south of the present bridgehead, so that they
could then use their air landings on an operative basis.

© [hrmy
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‘ Army Group B will oontlnue the endeavour to prevent a further break-
through. Some of the pressure at the battle front has been slightly eased
by the appedrance of the 326th and 363rd Divisions and the 116th Panzer
Division, and’ ‘now mobile forces can be released. '

I1 Sltuatlon at sea

' Enemy destrqyers and motor torpedo boats have been guardlng the sea
" area“off the landing beaches, and thus prevented our motor boats from
attacking the 1and1ng fleets, Enemy naval forces are bombarding land targets
in Normandy. - ~ : . :

Supply trafflc very active, coming from the recognised supply bases,
Thames estuary, Portsmouth, Weyriouth, Plymouth area, Bristol Channel, each
sending one convoy daily to the brldgehead. Small coanvoys are arriving
daily (L.C.T.) .

The closing to Prénch fishing fleets of the sea area Cap de la Hague -
Alderney - St.Peter Port (Guernsey) to the south as far as the Breton coast,
as reported on July 23, 1944, suggests enewy action to forestall the sendlng
of supplies to the Channel Islands, There is a possibility of’ leapfrog
1andlngs on the west coast of Cotentin.

There have been numerous srall sea battles between our protective naval
~ forces and eneiy notor 'boat fleets off the coast between Dunkirk and
Le Havreo

.

Most closely.watched séa area around Brittany is off Brest.
Enemy mining activity continues to be slight. '

IIT Situation in the air

The enemy air forces were hindered by bad weather condltlons, especlally
in the second half of the week.

Fighter and flghteeroﬁber formations gave strong support to the ground
_ troops, covered the battle area, and attacked our troop movements in the rear
areas. Flghter—bonber attacks against transport targets and airfields were
carried as far afield as Brussels, Orleans and liantes. Meédiun borber
formations turned their attention rulnly against railway 1nsta11at10ns.
They also attacked the Seine CPOSblngS and a;rflelds.

Heavy bonmber formations concentrated mainly on traffic centres north-
east of Paris (Vaires Meaux, Laon, Tergnier, Ham, Cheulnes) and in the
‘northern France -~ Belgium area (Maubeuge, Courtrai, Ghent, Alost) and also
buildings and installations in V1 launching sites and Luftwaffe ground
organisations. Lbout 2,200 heavy boinbers were used to support the attack
fron the Orne brmdgehead.

There has been conplete air recornaissance on the 1nva51on Ffronte
.Special points for this were Lille, St.Omer, both sides of the Somme, the
Channel Islands, and the coasts of Brlttany. Reconnaissance in’ depth
against rail, road and see urafflc as far as Antwerp, Troyes and Angers.

IV Internal situation

Behaviour and attitude of the civilian population.

Uhchanged - qplet and expectaqt.
Sabotage activity ‘and Resxstance organ1sat10n° slight local decline in
sabotage activities. We can expect further extension of the resistance
orgenisations, especially in Belgium and north France, and in southern
Bxattany.

/In
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In Holland there have been further attacks on Dufch official buildings
(including post offices) in the hope of obtaining rationed goods  and
stealing large sums of money., '

Belgium and north France: increase in airborre supplies to secret agents
(especially around St,Ome )e On July 22, terrorists attacked the French
national bank at Abbeville, stealing 39 million francs.

In Normandy sabotage to cables, and small mines have been laid in the supply
roads, In Brittany, the slight "easing up of sabotage activities is, according
to captured documents, a result of orders from the headquarters of the whole
Resistance movement, ilany supplies have been dropped in southern Brittany,

so that in spite of present conditions, we can expect. the arming and equipping
of the Resistance movement to continue, and they will probably go over to a
coordinated offensive, 88 terrorists have been shot and 65 taken prisoner,

v In details o

Northern Military District:

A (a) No change,

(b) (1)
(2)
(3)

()

1291 positions ready for operation, 53 of them concreted,
71% completed, 3% concreted.

July 14~20, 3 positions made ready for operation, 13 positions
concreted. - '

About 15,900 fortress type, and about 36,000 field type under
construction, : .

(c) On the land front digging in and the. construction of obstacles

continues.
B None. | ,
() @) 100 4) 7. (@) o).
| (@) (aa) 2 (0). (wb) 0 (0). (aa) 2 (o).
(2) (2) 0(0). (®) 0(2). () 0(0) (a) 0(0). (e) 10 (o).
(#) 50 (1), | _ s
(3). (c) 1 freighter with carg; slightly damaged, 4 locomotives put out
of action, 2 buses and 1 lorry badly damaged.
(&), (a)_ k2. (b) b

D (1) No -change. .

(2) (e)

15th Army H.Q.

2. (g) 6 raids on Dutch public buildings and police.

T

A (a) Defence forces have been further weakened by the withdrawal of the
363rd Infantry Divigion and the 166th Panzer Division.

(b) (1) 2 anti-tank guns, 2 light gun positions, 1 pillbox. Shelters

\
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for personnel, munitions, supplies, horses, tanks, equipment

and decontamination. Positions for light guns, anti-tank guns, -

anti-aircraft guns, mortars, machine guns,'single-sea?er
fighters, anti-tank mines and flame throwers, obervat%on Postsa
Wiring and mining of foreshore obstacles, laying of minefields.

/(2)
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(2) Roughly 72%. 1

" _ (5'),‘{Shortage of bu:.ld:.ng and obstacle materlals (espec:n.ally
' cement, wood, wire, mines and grenades) , transport means,
fuel, and labour.

.

-1

' (b) 18, 792 and 22 prlsoners of, war.

.
‘ .

o (c) Completed T

‘ Pos:.t:v.on., for 1nfantry and antl-tank guns, ant:.-a:l.rcraft
‘guns,. cannon,. mox*tars, close range anti-tank weapons and
smoke mortars. .hir raid shelters for arms stores, munitions,
‘horses, supplies, kitchen staffs and personnel. Ba'btle
'headquarters and tree shelter positions. :

- S1it trenches, observation posts, dumy minefields, continued”
mining of the land at Le Havre,. 1024 anti~tank mines, and
60 Teller mines have been laid. A4ir land:l.ng posts, and
bringing up of rines and grenades. E '

o () (a) 72 (53). (b) 31 (16)

(c) Bomber formations: Bruges, Ghent, Antwerp, Bmssels,
Maubeuge, St.Quentin, Laon, Le Treport Abbeville, St.Omer,
Bethune, Albert, r;iontdldler, \Ieufohatel St. Valery en Caux.

Reconnaissance: Scheldt estuary, Brussels ’ Gharlero:l.
St.Quentin, Soissons, Noyon, Amiens, Dieppe.

~ Fighters .and ﬁghter—'bombers. Scheldt estuary, Antwerp s
Brussels, Charleroi, Charleville, laon, Soissons, Rouen,
Fecamp.

() (an) 16 (6). () 23 (23). (e0) 50 (2u). (aa) 10 (12).
(ee) 4 (4) other tapgéts.
(2) (a) 67 (39). () 13 (30) (e) 2 (10). (@) 1 (1).
‘ 0 (e) 26 (13). (.f)‘ 71 (10). | |

Llso many 1osses in (ﬁ) and (f) Wl'hhou‘t the exact figures
_ known. )

(3) (a) D'estroyed: 1 searchl:.gh‘b 2 radar :mstallat:_ons (Wﬁrzburg
Riese) 1 munitions shelter (empty), 2 anti-
a:.rcraft batteries silenced.

Damaged : 1 four-barrelled gun (2 cm.), 5 empty huts,
*41 sound location ‘equipment, armmoury, 1 hospital,
railway lines, elec’arlo:.ty and telephone cables.
1 shelter badly damaged (radar installation -
Nordpol), roof callapsed in several places, and
a’ large number of instruments shattered.

(b) Bedly danaged. 7
Modera‘bely damaged° 2

" ~Sllght1y damaged‘ 5

G, ‘291' 053/11/8/,8 /(c)
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(c) Destroyed: 1 goods railway station, 3 industrial buildings,
- : © -+ 3 locomotives (plus some more without exact
‘figures being known), 59 railway trucks (plus
_‘?ogle more, exact nunber not knévm), 2 1orr:|.es s
am, '

'1 canal 1ock (Olse - A:.sne canal) unserv:.ceable. -

B ~Damage'd; '10 1ndus‘br1a1 bu:.ldlngs 4 ra:.lway bridges, 25
S ,Hlocomo‘tlves, 25 railway trucks, (plus many more, -
¢ " the exact numbers not known), mllway tracks
(very vadly in parts), 7 lorries, ; telephone cable,
1 sound detector, and 1 railway anti-aircraft gun.

(a) (dons en bhaussee, Pon.x-Nord),

(e) Destroyed: 2 aircrarft.

Demaged: 1 aircraf ft, 2 runways, 1 tammac, 1 set boundary
- ~* 'lighting, hangars R ‘telephone and eleotr:.crby
N o . cables, .

(f) Destroyed: 2 lorries.
, : Courtrai 25/ destroyed, centre of Rouen badly,
damaged civilian losses high.

@) (a) 18 (49).  July 9-15, 1944, (b) 21 (31) July 814, '191,#,' |
D (2 (a) 5 () 7. |

Panzer Group West

" Hain defence line, field type, built along the whole Frout.
jﬂt_l’_].‘ Anl}y H, 90

A (a)__ The defence of Brittany has been further Weakened by the removal
- " of the 275th Infan‘bry D1v151on

(b) Available materials all used up. Coastal barriers have been
- strengthened by the erection of 484 cbm. of steel reinforced
concrete. No more supplies possible at the moment.

July 21, 1944

- My ‘Fuehrer !

I forward herewith a report from Fleldmarshal Ronnel which he gave to

‘me before h:.s acc:.den‘b and Wh:.ch he has already d:.scussed W'J.th me.

I have now been here for a'bou'b 14 days, and after long discussions with
the zespons:l.ble comanders on the various f“onts , especially the SE leaders,
I have come to the conclusion that the Fieldmarshal was unfortunately right.
Especially ny conferenge yesterday with the conmanders of the units at Caen,
held just after the last heavy battle, forced me to the conclusion that in
our present position - considering the material at our disposal ~ there is
absolutely no way in which we could do battle with the all-powerful enemy air
forces,to counter their present destructive activities,without being forced to

, surrender terrltory. Whole armoured units which had been sent into the

counter-attack, were attacked by terr:.f‘:.c nunbers of aircraft dropping \
carpets of 'bombs , 80 that they emerged from the churned-up earth with the '
greatest of difficulty, sometimes only with the aid of tractors. And so they
were really too late when they arrived.

/The



' ‘evident to an increasing extent.
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The psychological effect .on the fighting forces, especially the
infantry, of such a mass of bombs, raining down on them with all the force
of elemental nature, is a factor which must be given serious consideration.
It is not in the least important whether such a carpet of bombs is dropped
on good or bad troops. They are more or less ammihilated by it, and above
"all their equipment is ruined. It only needs this to happen a few times and
the power of resistance of these troops is put to the severest test, It
becomes paralyzed, dies; what is left is not equal to the demands of the
situation. Consequently the troops have the impression that they are
battling against an enemy who.carries all before him. This rmust make itself

~

I came here with the fixed intention of making effective your order to
mke a stand at any price. But when one sees that this price must be paid by
the slow but sure destruction of our troops - I am thinking of the Hitler
Youth Division, which has earned the highest praise - when one sees that the
reinforcements and replacements sent to all areas are nearly always hopelessly
inadequate, and that the armaments, especially artillery and anti-tank guns
and the ammunition for them, are not nearly sufficient for the soldiers' needs,
so that the main weapon in the defensive battle is the good spirits of our
brave men, then the anxiety about the immediate future on this front is only
too well justified. , '

¢

I am able to 'reporf that the front has been held intact until now, due
to the glorious bravery of our troops, and the determination of all the
commanders, especially the junior ones, although land has been lost daily.

However, in spite of all endeavours, the moment is fast approaching when
this overtaxed front line is bound to break up. And when the enemy once:
reaches the open-country a properly coordinated command will be almost
impossible, because of the insufficient mobility of our troops., I consider
it is my duty as the responsible commander on this front, to bring these
developments to your notice in good time, my Fuehrer. :

My last words at the Staff Conference south of Caen were:

"We must hold our ground, and if nothing happens to improve conditions,
then we must die an honourzble death on the battlefield"., = . :

. " A o - (signed) von Kiuge, Fieldmarshal

hnalysis of the situation, July 15, 1944

The position on the Normendy front is becoming daily increasingly diffi-
cult, and is rapidly approaching its crisis. R

Owing to the fierceness of ‘the fighting, the enormous amount of material
- in the enemy's possession, especially their artillery and armour, and the
undisputed mastery of the air obtained by the enemy air forces, our losses are
so great that the battle potential of our divisions is: rapidly deteriorating.
Reinforcenents from home come in very small quantities, and take weeks in
arriving because of the bad transport situation.  We have lost about 97 ,000
men, including 2,360 officers - which means an average loss of 2,500 to 3,000
men per day -~ and we have received up till now 10,000 men as replacements, of
which about 6,000 have already been sent to-the front. - :

Also the losses in supplies for the troops have been e;c‘braordinérilyn
high, and it has not been possible to provide more than very meagre replace-
ments, as for example 17 tanks up till now to replace about- 225, :

\

/The
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The divisions which have beer newly brought in are not used to battle
conditions and with their small consignments of artillery, anti-tank weapons,
and means of engaging tanks in close coribat they are not able to offer
effective resistance to enermy large-scale attacks for any length of time,
after being subjected to concentrated artillery fire and heavy air raids
for hours'on end. It has been proved in the fighting that even the bravest
unit is gradually shattered by the well-equipped enery, and loses nen,-
weapons and territory. ' '

The destruction of the reilway network, and the great danger of eneny
air attacks on all the roadsand paths far 150 kilomeires behind the front has
made the supply position so difficult that only the absolutely essential

- things could be brought up, and above all artillery and mortar ammunition
Vas at a premiun. These conditions are not likely to imppove, as gconvoy
vehicles are decreasing as a result of eneny action, and with the enemy
capturing many airfields in the bridgehead it can be expected that their air
activities will increase. ' , SR

No forces worth mentirning can be brought in to the Normandy front
without weakening the 15th Army on the English Channel, or the ieditérranean
front in southern France., The 7th Army front alone ‘requires most urgently
2 fresh divisions, as the forces there are tired out., .

" The enemy: are da.:.ly pfoviding new fdrées and masses of materials for the
front ;' the enemy supply lanes are not challenged by the Luftwaffe and eneny
pressure is continually increasing. ' .

‘In these circunstances if mist be expected that the eneny will shortly be
able to break through our thinuly-held front, especially in the 7th Jrmy sector,
and push far into France., I should like to draw attention to the attached
reports from the 7th immy and II Parachute' Corps. ipart from local reserves
of Pdnzer Group West, ‘which a?e about to be sent to the Panzer Group's sector,
afid ‘which in the face 6f the enemy air forces can only march during the night,
there aré no mobile reserves'at all at our disposal to counter any breakthrough
on the 7th Army front.. Our own air force has hardly entered the battle at all
ag yet, - " 7 o T '

Our troops are fighting heroically, but even so the end of this unequal’
battle is in sight. In my ‘view we should learn a lesson from this situation.
I feel it is my duty as C.in C, of the Lrmy Group to point this matter out.

]

Cedn c - (signed) Rommel

A

 App eg@:igc_ ;
(1) .0.C." 7th irmy reports orally on July A4

"Our strength has sunk.to such a low level that the local commanders can’
no lofiger guarantee their holding out against enemy large-scalc attacks.
. Battle group of II Parachute Corps reports in addition that of the
1,000 men given to the 6th Parachute Regiment, 800 have become .
- casualties within a very short time. The main reason for this was th:alr
' lack of experience. Troops must first be trained by experienced sold:l:ers
behind the lines, However, the present conditions cannot be altered just
yet, as we have no more reserves",

(2) Report from 7th Anny: H. Q. dated July 15, on losses in personnel amongst’
the units under the command of G.H.Q. II Parachute Corps:

"Ird Paréciaute Division up till July 2 2 ) 4,064 men
Battle group 353rd Infantry Division (2 battalions
SO till July 12 485 nen

Com " 266th n " (3 vattalions) ‘
| : till July 12 316 men -
" " 3)30d n " (4 battalion)

i 12 18 nen
G 201053/11,/8/1,8 £ill July 184 me
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Since the battle strength of the units is sinking noticeably every
day, as a result of the superior equipment of the eneny and their
uninterrupted artillery fire, cven the best troops are no longer in a
condition to beat off for any length of time any attempts at a break-
through's t , : - '

(3) T should like to call your attention to the radio nessage fron
the battle group of II Parachute Corps on July 12 which was heard by
. in C. West. T , SR

' To hrmed Forces High Couiand

' In addition to may ‘rept‘?r;t o' the Fuehrer on July 21, I enclose the '
following summary of the situation by G.0.C. _7th Lrny, S5 General Hausser.

I wish to add the following to the neasures suggested at the end of it.

to (1) Panzer Training Division to be distributed amongst the 363rd
* Division, which is coming up to the front, and placed under
the command of the Army, ‘

Length of time: 14 days.

2nd Panzer Division on the Army boundary to be distributed
amongst the 326th Division., It cannot yet be decided whether
they can be sent to the 7th Lrmy or to the area of concen-
trated fighting around Caen.

to (2) Liccording to a nessage from Lrny G H, Q. this ;svill be impossible
‘ at the moment. _, : T

to (3) The 7th, 3th and 9th Mortar Brigades are stationed at the centre
of the present bitter fighting around Caen. [dditional heavy -
artillery cannot at. present be brought up, as the 14th artillery
Brigade amongst other units is being diverted to the easty

to (ln-) . Replaceients of equipment féfe.desired_, although we cannot expect
the amount required, : . :

to (5) We are atteupting to ehgage the enemy', but W:Lth the enémy air
. superiority at the vitel points on the front this has not yet been
_possible, : ’ ' '

(signed) von Kluge, Fieldmarshal

Review of the situation, July 19, 1944

The enenyy were unsuccessful in their attempt to force an operational
breakthrough during the 2% weeks of continuous fighting in western
Normandy. They did however manage to achieve many local penetrations and
%o surround isolated pockets of our troops, which meant that our line
had to be gradually withdravm, and we were forced to surrender. St.Lo..

The general course of the front line is not favourable, as the lef% .

wing is cons:j.derably in advance of the rest, The countryside helps our
troops only in the northern sector, : ' :

_Up %111 now we have found 13 to 14 enemy divisions, of which 2 are
armoured divisions. Of these, 6 infantry and 2 armoured divisions are
being used at the point of concentration of the attack, as are also
severql armoured units and very heavy land artillery, is the eneny are
only just starting their operations on the mainland, they have not yet
marked out any boundaries for the bringing up of further supplies and

/reinforcement s,
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reinforcements. The enemy have sufficient forces in the Normandy theatre of
operations to launch another large-scale attack very soom.

We have discovered that the enenmy. are regrouping on the northern front,

: and are moving their artillery to.the south-east, bringing up more divisions
(5”infantny divisions and L armoured divisions), and also they have started
their attacks again on the transport routes behind our lines, There are
further signs in their rear that they.are preparing soon to begin a new
attack to the south and south~west, concentrated on both sides of the Vire
and Taute., Enemy attacks on both sides of ‘the boundary of Panzer Group West
will probably be continued, -

. .We must also be pfépafed‘fof.a'new 6néiaught ﬁithtairborne landings,
possibly.combined with sea landings,

Our own troops are being hard pressed as a résult of the heavy losses
incurred in the defensive fighting, The battle potential of the infantry
is being especially undermined by the artillery and mortar fire, which the
enemy is putting up in hitherto -unknown quantity, using a tremnendous amount
of ammunition 20:1), even for small reconnaissance raids, and for the large
attacks this is increased to a 30 hour long pounding, Thus in prolonged
fighting the potential of the infantry drops from that of a regiment to that
of a company. Because of the losses incurred in the previous fighting, the
infantry at the front line has become so depleted in many places that after
-similar artillery preparations, the enemy are bound to break through our lines.
The defensive actions and counter-attacks which would then be necessary ,
would quickly use up all the weak reserves in the divisions and corps. The
Army's reserves at the moment consist of 3 battalions of the 275th Infantry
Divisions: : . '

‘-The heavy artilieny boinbardnents have led to a great loss in arms and
equipment, which has been especially noticeable in radio equipment, artillery,
canpon and machine guns, :

The effect on the morale .of facing an enemy equipped with such superior
weapons 1s especially bad when the comnanders are killed and: the units become
mixed up in the desperate atteipts to close up the gaps. "

The use of the newly brought in battle group of the 275th Infantry
Division and the 5th Parachute Division, cannot do much to help the diffi-
culties of the 7th Amy. These troops have had absolutely no training in
field work or as a unit, Apart from the commanders themselves there are no
experienéed leaders or staeffs in two regiments of the 5th Parachute Division,
If they were to be used immediately in the danger areas, there would
immediately be a crisis, and extrenely heavy losses.

. is a result of the increased interruptions on the railway lines

and the.insufficient motorised transport, the present impossible supply
situation will only be improved if several imnitions and fuel convoys can
arrive, If the supply convoys cannot come, then.we can expect the supply
situation to deteriorate., P

To strengthen the défence the Army should put the units and formations
in order as far as the situation allows, and regroup the artillery at the
danger points. : .

The following measures are absolutely essential:
\ .

(1). Bringing up as an arny reéerve a nobile formation, cbmpletely ready for
. battle, to be used west of the Vire or to safeguard th? boundary with
Panzer Group West, (possibly also as defence against airborne or sea

landings).
- f

: o S /@)
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(2) The contirnual bringing up of reinforcements, At least 2 infantry
battalions should be brought up every month, to reincofre each .
_ division, otherwise even the weak forces we have had at our disposal
© up ti1l now cannot ‘be ma:.ntalned.

(3) The striengtliening of our front by the introduction of 1 to 2
. mortar brigades, more heavy artillery, and replacing the cannon,.
trench mortars and machine guns which have been rendered useless,

(4) Increased supplies of munitions and fuel should be ensured to be
brought in express trains, and the supply lines should be .guarded .
by fighters and an‘b:l.—a:.rcraf‘t guns, especially at the Loire bridges,
which are a vital artery for 'the Army, -

(5) Combating the par'bicularly heavy artillery fire, and the raids by

.~ . bombers and fighter bombers, by sorties of our own fighters, so
that the attack on the morale of‘ our troops can be ef’fect:.vely
eased, if only for a t:n.me. : -

(8igned) Housser

WEEKLY REPORT, JULY 24 - 30, 194 .

I Esfimate of the situation as a whole.

The week was characterised by the large-scale attack by the 1st American
Azmy,)whlch was probably re:mforced by units of the 3rd Amerlcan Army (see
below),

on July 25 and 26, 2 Canadian infantry divisions with 1 armoured
v brigade attempted to force a breakthrough along a 7 km. front in the sector-
of Panzer Group West between Bourguebus and the Orne. I SS Panzer Corps,
after hard fighting and counter-attacks, successfully beat off the attack,
and the enemy halted in the face of the infantry of Panzer Group West; the
artillery fire continued in intens:.ty. The introduction of fresh 1nfantry '
and tanks has been noticed daily in the area south of Caen. . .

On July 30 the enemy attacked on the western wing of Panzer Group Wééi:;
and forced a bridgehead 5 km, deep and 8 km., wide. The battle in the area
south of Caumont .is continuing, : o

The expected enemy attack on the 7th Army began on July 24, Following
an artillery barrage and carpet bombing of unprecedented intensity the enemy
succeeded, after a day's heavy f‘lghtlng, in breaking through the front between
the Vire and the seas Our losses in men and materials were so high because
of the eneny's superiority in artillery and the air that it was mot possible
to build up a new defence front quickly, Although we managed to stop the.
enemy large-scale attack between the Army boundary and Percy, the position
between the St,Hilaire - Percy line and the sea is still not clear, and
strong enemy f‘orces are being brought into the gap.

The eneny will contlnue their push ‘bo the sou’ch and also intend to
attack on a broad front in the Panzer Group West sec’cor.

. During the period June 6 - July 30, units of our army and the SS
destroyed 2,395 enemy tanks and 4.02 a:l.mraft. ‘

1
Our own losses for the per:.od June 6 - July 2? were:
3,017 officers (including 14 generals , 8 general staff officers,

and 180 C.0s,) ‘\
120,1,.24 NCOs and men

3,806 Russians

Total 12 27, 247M"
G4 201053/1L/8/1,8
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Since June 6 14,594 men have been brought in as replacements.

Enems'}' strengths and_operational intentions

It s$ill seems :|.mprobable that the enemy will attempt a further landing
oun the west coast of Burope. ‘i further Americen-Canadian. High Command has
been transferred to Normandy, and probably 2 army groups have been'formed.
Now*that - Cherbourg is bejing used more and more, we can expect them to bmng
in extra forces to a greater extent.,

The enemy now have about 45 divisions and strong forces of G. H. Q. troops
in the landing area. They could bring in at least 35 divisions of the 45 in
Great Br:.’ba.ln, and they vn.ll probably transfer more troops from the U,S. 4.

The British and American forces will first attempt to extend their land
base further south, and if this breakthrough is successful they will turn the
mass of their troops against Paris, In addition the Americans will strive to
cut off Brittany from the land. -

‘ & Jarge-scale landing by alrborne troops south of the present brn.dgehead
can be expected to ensure the success of the new operations.

Lrmy Group B will attenmpt to prevent a breakthrough even though it ineans
the reckless exposure of the lines hitherto not attacked. However, the lack
of tanks and o-l:her :f'ast moving un:.ts :Ls ’celllng a.galnst the highly mobile
enemy.

II Situation at sea.

‘Eneriy destroyer‘s ’ gunboats and fleets of speedboats are keepn.ng a close
watch on the sea’ areas off the landing area,

The enemy are keeéping their bridgehead cont:l.nually supplied, Convoys
sailing in and out of Cherbourg were noticed for the first time on July 26
L. small amount of unloading activity has apparently begun at the

~ large and siall harbours. There is still no sh:x.pp:.ng in the inner harbour,
. according to our air recomnaissance. .

“We are still able to bring small amounts of suppl:!.es to the Channel
Islands as planned. On July 28/29 a convoy was intercepted by strong forimations
of fighter bombers between St.lalo and Jersey. '

There has been only slight speedboat and air activity off the Ditbch coasbe

There is armed eneny air reconnaissance in the sea area between Calais
and Belle Ile whenever the weather pemmits.. Our escort vessels have had
several encounters with enemy motor torpedo boats in the sea area between
Fecamp and Le Havre. )

There have been numerous flghter—bomber attacks. on our escort vessels
between Ostend and Le Havre.

~

The ene.ly sea control off Brittany is as usual centred on Brest. ILittle
enenly mining activity. .

IIT Situation in the air,

Most of the enemy air forces in the battle area were employed in the
support of the ground troops west of the Vire, (They were using 1,500
4~engined and 400 twin-engined aircraft, and also about 3,000 f:.ghters and
‘fighter-bombers on the second day of the attack).,

4part fron that there have been continual heavy attaoks on 'bransport
targets and the telephone systems,

: /Strong
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Strong forces of enemy fighters and fighter-bombers supported their
ground troops, and prevented our air force from reaching the battle area.
- They also raided targets as far ag Rheims s Orleans, transport in the
Loire estuary, Seine crossings, and airfields. .

» . ' - the most past railway installa—
tions, eépec:i;ally.i:n' the area enclosing Paris, Chartres, Lrgentan and =~ . =
Lisieux, Heavy forces made a raid on the bridges near Tours.

\ ‘ :

Medium bomber formations attacked for

. For 2 days heavy bomber formations dropped bombs in quantities '
previously unknown on the mein defence line and the area -immediately behind
the line west 'of St.Lo,  Before the offensive began west of the Vire there
were heavy raids on the airfields of Lthies, Juvincourt, Creil, Besumont,
(211 north-east of Paris). o

There hag been complete reconnaissance in the battle area and to the
rear of it, as far as the weather would permit, Pyrotechnic devices were
again used to guard the Seine crossings at night. Heaviest concentration '
north of the Seine in the area Nieuport - Le Treport - Lmiens - St,Pol -
"Lille, ‘ ' ’ : -

IV Internal situation

. Lttitude of the civilian population is expectant; enemy successes
- sometimes openly acclaimed. '

Sabotage activity and Resistance organisations; another increase in
sabotage activities. The activities of the Resistance organisations are
becoming more military in character, especially in Brittany.

There have been further raids on mmicipal and postal buildings in
Holland, increased sabotage activity in Belgium and France; in Normandy
more sabotage and attacks, and in Brittany, furthér attacks on aray
vehicles. Having abandoned their temporary armed peace, the Resistance .
organisations have gone over to miniature warfare. The methods of cairrying
out raids and the safeguarding of the Maquis camps with minefields suggest
thet they have military leadership, Contirued supplying by air leads us
to believe thatthe Resistance movement will increase its activities. 71
- Yerrorists have been shot, and 51 taken prisoner. ‘ '

V  In Detail:

Northern Military Districh

A (a) Unchanged _ _
() (1) 1321 ‘positions reédy, for use’,‘ 33 'concre*‘bed.r.
(2) 734 cc;ﬁlp?eted, 2% also coucreted. |
(3) July 21-27, 30 positiéns ready for use, 10 positi'ons;t:onéreted;
(i,.)"vNo change, |
(c) - Ground obstacles in t.he land front have been. 1<';Lid..
AB None, , o ' . -
¢ (1) (a) 2 (10). (b) 12 (7). “(e) 0 (0). (a) (am) 0 (2). (bb) O (0).
| (cc) 10 (8). -(aa) 2 (2).. - | '
(2 ()0 (). ()0 (0)." (6 0 (O (o) & (10). (£) 12 (50).

(5) (e) 2 ships, 7 locomatives damaged.
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(f) Main transfomer of Huitzen transritter burnt out, transuitter
out of action. ' ' : . /

(a) 1. (b) 10, .
i) egative.‘ p

(2) 1. () 2. (c).0. (@) o0 (o) 0 (£)'1.

.

15th Ay H.Qu

4L (a)

.(2)
| (3)

(%)

c (1)

(2)

(3).
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Defensive dispositions greatly weakened by the withdrawal of the

_-Bhth. and 331st Infantry Divisions. .

O

Completed: positions for 2 camnon, 2 tank guns, 1 anti-tank gun,

9 light guns, 1 pillbox, 1 battle headquarters » 1 command headquarters,

1 double machine gun caserate, 1 triple embrasure tower, 2 fire
control positions. »

Constructed: Positions for light guns, tank guns, wortars, flane-
throwers, tank nines, searchlights s Observation posts,air raid
shelters for men and runitions, dumny installations.

More beach obstacles have been completed.

about 80%.

Lccording to plan.

Main shortages are cenent, building materials, iines » and above all,
fuel.

(a) 17,538 |
(b) 23,796 and 22 prisoners of war.

() Coupleted: positions for guns, tank guns, mortars, machine guns,
air raid shelters for men and munit ions, observation posts.
The building of obstacles for airborne- landings is cou.tinuing;
102 anti-tank mines and 60 Teller mines have becn laid, and .
there is mining at the fortress of Le Havre.
Construction is slowed down because of shortages as under (b)(3).

(a) 66 (72).. (b) 60 (31). o -

(c) Borber formations Gravel-ineé - Gent - Brussels - Valenciennes -

Cambrai - Arras - Aire, ibbeville - iniens - Leon - Chauny -
Chateau Thierry - Creil - Dieppe.

Reconnaissance: " St.Pol - Amiens - Le Trepbi-t ~ Lille - Nieuport.

Yighters and fighter-bomhers: Terneuzen - Macheln - Huy -
Charleroi - Rathel - Gisors - Cap d'Antifer.

(2) (a) 8 (16): (ub) 18 (23)s "(oo) 76 (50). (aa) 11 (40},

(ee) 13 (%) ‘= other targets. A ' |
(a) 50 (7). (b) 71 (3). (e) 3 (2)e (a) - (1). (e) 21 (26),
(6) 28 (7). LA

(a) Destroyed: 1 barrack hut, 1 accommodation building, 1 ammmition
store, 1 machine gun, 1 cannon. /lso in attacks on Luftwaffe
‘fuel stores: an oil and grease distribution centre burnt out,

2 barrack huts destroyed, 3,000 litres Otto fuel and tank wood
burnt up. ' ' ‘

Damaged: 1 anti-aireraft position, 2 cannon. -

F
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(b) Destroyed: 2. , o — .
| Dedly demeged: 4. : e o
Moderaﬁt ely daiaged: L. |

RN

’

Slight davege 2. .

(c) Destroyed: 1 railway installation s .27 locomotives, 92 trucks
* (of which 45 were blown up with armunition), 25,
lorries, 1 coal crane, 2 cannon (2 cm.), street
bridge, 1 ship. ‘

Damaged: 15 industrial buildings, 1 reilwmy bridge; 1 water
' tower, 20 locomotives, 80 trucks, 1 orane, 3 lorries,
. “osoeo o0 1 oomibus, 2 ships, 2 lorries blown up by mines.
(@) sibien. - o
(e) Destroyed: 2 berths, 1 airport building, 1 ‘air control centre,
S 1 direction finder, 500 rounds 8.8 :ammmition. .
Damaged: 7 airfields~,‘v.9 runways, 4 tamacs, 1 airfield
building, 1 set boundary lighting, 1 tamsac road,
pipes. , : '
(f) Destroyed: 50 houses. ' I (
- Darmged: = 3 industrial installations. = . R
(&) (2) 32 (July 16-22, 194) (18),
(b) 37 (July 15-21, 1944) (21).
D (2) (a) & (») 3

i

Panzer Group West:

Def'ehé_ga,“g‘féei'ﬁiy weakened since .thé,-;'Qnd and 116th Panzer Divisions were
- removed, .- SRR '

7:bh AW ‘H‘:Qo\ o ‘ . . *

‘Brittany: Defence’ greatly weakened by the removal of the remains of the
5th Parachute Division,Field and fortress building on the coast continued.
Lack of cement and concrete continués to hamper. building, =~ =~ :

WEEKLY REPORT, JULY 31 - AUGUST 7, 19

"Bstimate of the situation

In the landing area the eneny have already at least 46 divisions and
-strong forces of H.Q. troops; in addition they could bring another 35
‘divisions in from Grest Britain, and more from the U,S..L. We Judge from
the amount of transport being sent ‘across the Uhannel that they are probably'

bringing 4 divisions across each week.
! ’ . - ’

It still appears that the enemy intend to make a push' for Paris. To
this end the British forces are attempting to win area around Falaise, and . '
the Lmerican troops.are trying to cut off the 7th irmy in the Normandy area '
-and occupy the Le lans sector. : C

1

' /The
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- The British,also intend to continue their-attempts at a breakthrough
. -at the Vire, although the concentration.of forces east of the Orne and other
‘reports-lead; us-to helieve that they will attack from this area from the
north -to- the southy~with the-idea of encircling us.’ "
Parts of the American:forces are intended to seal off Brittany and
occupy the provirces SRR : a S ,

The ext énding:of_ the enemy operations and the forces inwolved in such
an action -make it seem unlikely that they will attempt a second big landing
aperation on the west coast of Europe, although they may try to land airborne

- troops behind. our lines to open up the road ‘to'Paris.

In more than-2 months of fighting the 5th Panzer Army and the 7th Army
. opposing a vastly superior enemy have caused the failure of his first opera-
-tional plan, . Only now has the enemy succeeded in capturing Gotentin, thus /
coming nearer to his first targets on the western side: the line Domfront -
Avranches, cutting off Brittany,
All units &vailable have been sent from Army Group B to the front line s
and the armoured units have been assembled on the western flank of the ,
7th Ammy, ‘so that with the east-to-west push to Avranches they could cut off
the enemy in Cotentin, thus making impossible further operations to the south.

The shortage of armoured and fast moving units compared with the highly
mobile enemy forces ‘is still serious.,  Because of the eneny superiority in
materials, especially in the air our losses have been high, although units of
the army and the SS have shot up 2,799 enemy tanks and 450 aircraft since
June 6, o .\

\

Fron June 6 to August 6 our losses have been:

3,219 officers (including 14 generals, 9 staff officers, 201 C.Os.)
141,046 other ranks L ' ‘
3,810 Russians - . S !

Total 148,075

Replacements arrived: 19,914 men
On the way: - 16,457 men ; C B
36;371 men :

'To Ce~in-C, West,
.A.ugust 7’ 19L|'l|'

Below is submitted an extract from a report from 7th Arny H.Q. submitted
at 0350 hours on August.7.' According to a telephone report from 7th Army H.Q.
received at 1130 hours on August 7, SS General Hausser has given spoken
approval to this draft. N :

-

"Part II:
State of the troops in the rear zone:

As a result of a breakthrough by eneny tanks at the left end of the
front, most of the divisions (77th, 91st, 275th, units of the 2651;!‘1, um:.t§ of
the 353rd, 5th Parachute, 2nd SS Panzer, and 17th SS Panzer Grenadier ]?1v1s:.ons)
which have been fighting.all the time from the start of the invasion without
any rest and with few supplies reaching them, are all split up into sma.Z'Ll, ,
groups. They have fought their way separately back through the enemy lines.

: o /Groupé |
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Groups of men, mostly without officers or'N. C.0s with them, are wandering
aimlessly through the countryside in a general easterly or south-easterly direcw
tion,some following express instructions to rally there, and some. -following
wild report of their orders, They are mostly heading -for Bagnoles and

Le Mans, o » C : ’ S T

i, Most of these straggling groups are in a very bad condition, They -
are bringing only a part of their arms with them (only guns, revolvers and
Tomy guns). Motorised and cavalry units still have & few machine guns
and ‘heavy infantry weapons, although most of them are in need of repair. .
Their clothing is in a terrible state. Many are without .headgear and belt, ;
-and have worn out their boots, llany are going barefooted., - Where they ,
cannot obtain food from supply stores they are living off the country with
no respect for property, and the hatred of the civil population and the
. terrorist activities are thus intensified. The terrorists have wiped out )
a considerable humber of them, The parachute troops are especially -

unpopular with the people, -

The morale of these straggling forces is badly shaken.. The enemy
command of the air has contributed largely to this, as it makes it impossible
to steer a straight course by day in/the-difficult countryside, In addit ion

~ there is the enemy superiority in tanks and heavy wesdpons of all kinds, and
his greater supplies of ammunition, The troops have had no proper rations =
‘for weeks, There is no 'radio apparatus available. Newspapers never resch
the men, although the enemy produces almost daily "News for the troops"
(Wechrichten fuer die Truppe") » Which is cleverly written, and is being /
dropped in great numbers from enemy aircraft. Such a state of affairs
cannot be endured by even the best troops for any length of time without
having an unfortunate effect, In addition s Tumours are being circulated by
-eneily agents: the second attempt to murder the Fuehrer and Hirmmler has been
successful - the Russians have entered Germany - it is useless to continue
the war, you have already lost it - why not go home and not sacrifice your
life at the last minute for a lost cause. ¢ -

’

It must be stated that the greater part of the stragglers are trying to°
return to their former division., The rounding-up staff of the Army H. Q. has
" been set up to collect all the stragglers and maintain discipline in the ’
rear areas, To this staff have been assigned a battle and a transport .
commander. The following have been placed at their disposal: a fortification

. engineers commander with road repair squads, army and combined Fforces
patrols, military police forces, special duty patrols from the Army H. Q.
and at the moment 2 mobile field courts martial, and another is %0 be added

. later, All stragglers are to be held up at e special line, collected in
reception camps, and formed into replacement units to be sent imnediat ely
back to the front line," . - ’ ' .

G.H.Q., Army Group B. o

. To Chief of OKW Operations Staff, .
_for informetion of C.-in-C.West -

) ' : , o August 10, 1544

The American forces have broken into the southern flank of the Army
Group with 1 armoured division, 3 motorised infantry divisions s and two .
smaller motorised cavalry detachments » and have now captured the area from
Le Mans to the east, Now ‘they have obviously turned accross the line
Mayenne - Beaumont - Bounetable - La Ferte Bernard to the northd

It seems therefore that they are working in cooperation with the
British who are gxpected to continue their push on Falaise, and ‘thus close
in on the 5th.Panzer Army and the 7th Aruy from two sides. The use of
fighter-bombers and boiubers is significant, and they are -dropping -carpets of
bombs in advance of the enemy spearheads in the ‘Beaumont and Bonnetable areas.

6.201053/T1/8/48 - - C/mhe
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The un:.ts of the 9th Armoured Division which are at present fighting
under.G,H. Q. IXXXT Army Corps, and cther scattered units aré not able to
offer protec’clon for the south flank or to Keep open ’che Alencon - Flers
road, which :Ls vrbal for br:x.nglng supplles.

It should therefore be consn.dered whether a short and sharp tank attack
would not destroy these enemy spearheads which are advancing northwards, and -
thus ensure the basis for the successful continuation of the battle, and.pave
the way for the -decisiye¢ attack.. However, these armoured f‘ormatlons could
only be transferred from the Mortain district for a short time, and would
have to be under the command of General Eberbach for their task, which would
be limited in duratlon, and restricted to a certain area. _ .

The attack on Avranches could not take place until August 20, because of
the weather, which is favourable for the enemy, and the length of t:.me it
would take to bring up the troops. Therefore this thrust to the sou‘bh would
not postpone any other operations, I reques‘t a decision.

(s:.gned) von Kluge

S | - hugust 11, 19llJ+

. Telephone conversat.u.on between Chlef‘ of General Staff C.-:Ln-C. West and
Chief of General Staff of Army Group' .

Chief of General Staff C,-in-C. Wes‘b reports thatl according tc a message from
Chief of OKW Operations Staff about the situation report, dated Lugust 10,
which went through Army Group, the’ "‘uehrer reques‘bs :um'ledlate replies to

the following questions: ‘ )

(1) Why cannot the attack by the Eberbach Group start before August 207

(2) What is your oplm.on of the attack from the present front of 'l:he
XXXVIT Panzer Corps, 'bhrus‘k:.ng in the old direction, bear:n.ng in
mind the enemy's pos:.‘b:.on" ' . .

(3) When, with what forces s, and from which area could an attack towards

- Le Mans be .mde?

‘ (h.) When oould the 11th Panzer Division vn.'l:h battle headq_uarters reach
Tours, to a‘btack Le’ Mans from there" :

(5) If the attack towards Av.ranches cannot be effected beforeAugus't 20
’chen an attack on the XV ./Lmerioan Corps must be started earlier. :

As exact data are recp:.red for a dec:.s:.on of such 1mportance , an answer
should arrive tonight. .

In reply to _guestions concerning conduct of attack:
P \ N

. ,‘T'o question (1)

‘ Because accord:l.ng to Paragraph* 3 of the Fuehrer's order all foma‘b:l.ons to be
freed cannot be ready until August 20.

The 35131: Infantry Da.v::.s.on which has arrived f‘rom the 15th Army cannot be
used in the attack because it is vitally needed in the north. (363rd- Infantry
Division is almost totally amihilated).

The 85th Infantry Division in the area north of Falaise must remain where

it is (89th Infantry Division has been more or less destroyed, and the

12th S8 Panzer Division "H:Ltler Youth" suffered heavy losses in the last

a‘l:'back). :
1

/The
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The other d:l.v:Ls:Lons which will also be sent into the attack cannot -
: arrive at the attack assembly po:mt at Dbmf‘ront bef'ore August 20

- The. battle group of the 6th Parachu'be D:.v:Ls:.on (o 1y 1 re:.nf‘orced
reg:.ment) had to be sent to the area south of Alencon ?foa:ward units
arrive early on August 11) because the situation there threatens to be
’zdangerous. Tha.s J.s in accordance vn.th the Fuehrer s order Paragraph 6'b.

!

To - questlon (2)

'.I have Just had a: conf'erence mth Genexal Eberbach s who was in the battle
area until 24 hours ago, and he s‘bates 'tha'b such an attaok would not have
"much chance of success. . - . , :

Because: (a) The énemgy on. 'l:his front has been reinforced.

- (b) Theire would be no elemen’c of surpr:.se. .
’ ' ‘ :
() Our battle strengths and the number of 'banks would need %o
be considered increased because with the troops and materials already there,
no attack could be made,, They also need ‘considerable supplies of fuel and

artillery ammum.t:t.on and this could not be done in a few days,

(d) In face of the enemy air superiority, we could only hope to
- launch. a large-scale night attack. This could only be done if the weather
‘were to change, and that cannot be expected in the immediate f‘u'bure. ‘There
is no moon, and that :anreases the dlff:.oulty of at‘tack:mg and moving by
night,

. Our Judgment of the fighting capaclty of the troops does not coincide
with that of General Haussér, I will find a solution to this vital question
'l:oday' af‘ter a personal discussion.

To quest:.on (3) o .

. With the Panzer D:Lv:x.sa.on s0 weak in men and equipment, we would need to bnng
at least 2 of the best divisions from the ilencon area. The: disposition of
forces. 1§ dependent on the develoPments of the sn.tuatlon whlch canno*b yet be

- :foreseen, - .

Advance during the n:.%h't of August 11/12. They should break through

-on August 13, 14 and 15. (As far as possible the battle should be fought '

during the day, although even then the enemy air superiority is undisputed -

see report on carpet bombing dated Lugust 10). These are the most optimistic

. caleulations, and are based on the assumption that the enemy have no more
.troops available apart from those already brought in.

Ow:mg to the shortage of’ tanks, the Panther Detachnent of the 9th Panzer
Division would have to be used.

To -question (&) . ‘ S .

¢

The 11th Panzer Division cannot be assembled in Tours before August 18 or
19, even if they start load:mg at 1400 hours on August 1.

o
. _ !
von Kluge, Field marshal
/To
|- RN
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.To Chief of OKW Operations Staff,
| for :.nforma'blon of C.-ln—C West.

i

Result of conversation with the C.-:m-C. on Lugust 11,

Yesterday evening ss General Hansser was of 'l:he op::.nn.on that the attack in
the direction of Avranches would be possrble after the forces had been
regrouped. : .

His att:l.tude today is as f‘ollows' )
No longer prac‘hlcable s ,as ’che enemy have brough‘b in new forces which
could no longer be defeated by the ever dwindling forces of the Panzer
D:Lv:.s:!.on, especially in view of the numbers of enémy tanks,and the enemy mastery
of the air. The thrust to the sea could no longer be a- ra.p:n.d one, but would
be a prolonged and 'tough battle, and Jche panzer troops are no longer equal to
it. . . :

Both the C.-in-C's are now of the same opiriion.

I am in complete agreement wrl:h this decision, and wish to add the
follomng remarks: In a very short time the position on the extreme southern
wing of the Army Group has det eriorated, because of the deep eneny penetrations
to the north, and. the strong enemy air support (bomber units). * At the
monent the 9th Panzer Division is fighting near Alencon with its back to the
vital supply bases. ‘

The putting in of the battle group of the 6th Parachute Division (at presemt
only a reinforced battalion, and the whole only a reinforced reg:.ment) which’
took place todayis only a negligible addition to our forces.

.. To :unprove the situation-at this point panzer forces must be brought 1n
on this wing immediately, so that they can attack the enemy under the command
of General Eberbach. :

Dur:.ng the n:.gh'b of Augus‘t 11/12, the 116th Panzer Division could be
released, and the 1st SS Panzer Division "Adolf Hitler Bodyguard" and the 2nd
JPanzer D:Lv:Ls:.on released on the night of August 13. These units can"only be
‘released however, if the outward salicnt in the 7th Lrmy front - line were
shortened towards the east,: All._this means that f'or practlcal pur'poses the
idea of a- push.to-the sea rust be abandoned.

4 As' the position on the extreme left wing of the Army deteriorates hourly, A
an: ever-all dec:l.slon must be reached, and it must be as follows: .

(a) Attack and defeat the eneny near Alencon with all ava:.lable armoured
forces, : - :

(b) Bring in more divisions on this wing, and so ensure the sai fety of
the Army Group's wing by an attack to the West.

I request an imnediate declszl.on, 80 tha.t the f:.rst un:.t can be W:Lthdrawn :

toni ght .
- von Kluge, F:Leldnwrshal

To Chief of OI_CW OPemtions-Staff

Telephone conversation between Fieldmarshal von Kluge and General J odl on
hugust 11, at 1520 hours.

-

(1) . Withdrawal of the western outward salient of the 7th Amay on the night
of August 11/12 intended along the line La Lande Vaumont - Vongeons -
Sourdeval - heights east of lLiortain - sou’ch of Rancoudray,

/(2),
G+ 201053/11/8/4:8 Co
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(2) iassembly of att_gc}ci.n'g ;E'Qrcetin the Gandelain area - S%,Cyr en Pail -
peor Qarrby'ges‘-'-'Lg'Eiptt.e".,Epﬁq;;‘é‘. .

P
N

(3) Composition of the attacking force: :
Commander: General Eberbach with XXXXVIT Panzer Corps and; LXXXT
PRI AR e PRI B AR H SN TR .q]\m CPEE'pS- " i" :"' . w"” L U SRR
Shme T el et 98" Panger Division Midolf Hitler Bodyguard" ... ... -
A 2nd Panzer Division : )
116th Panzer Divigion.. -
8th and 9th Hortar Brigades ' :
'1 heavy artillery detachment, et !

© A foyrth panzer divigioﬁ will ‘proba:biy be sent later.

(1) Start.of the attack: Probably at dawn on hugust 1k
(5) Intended direction of the attack: From north-west to south-cast, all
3 panzer divisions in a line. e - B
Western panzer division from the area St.Cyr en Pail - Pre en Pail
in the direction of Fresmay sur Sarthe, ° - :
' Central panzer division from the area la Lacelle towards the cross-
.. roads.at La Hugue. o ' N , o,
'+ Basterh panzer division from the Gandelain arep. towards Rouesse
Fontaine, :Direction of the thrust will be reviewed according to the
sitvation. - , - : ~

von Kluge, Fieldmarshél

The Fuehrer has ordered: |
“MThe serious threat to fhé'deep.southém" flank of A'n_ny' Group B renders
it necessary to eliminate the danger by attacking. AR :

(1) The American XV Army Corps if the area Le Mans - liamers - Alencon is ‘
' to be destroyed by a oconcentrated attack. To this end the attacking
enemy fcrces are 6. be smeshed deep in the flank by a strong forma- . -
“tion of tanks coming from an approximate.line Sille - Guillawne - .
Beaumont ‘in‘the direction of Alencon and Hamers, When the 9th Panzer .
- Division has thus been eased of its difficulties it is to join this
attack from the north., General Eberbach will be in complete command,.

(2) In order to reledse ‘the Panzer Corps for this attack, forces inside the
7%h Army ‘sector are to be sent south,’ I am in complete agreement with
& limited withdrawal of the front between Sourdeval and Mortain to
~release forcess The main point of the defence of the regt of the front
must be centred on both flanks in the area around Falaise and Mortain,

/(3) A ‘group of infantry divisions is to be formed around Chartres (338th
' and 48th Infantry Divisions and later the 18th Luftwaffe Field Division) «
under the command of 1st Army H,Q., so that they will be able to., :
“protect Paris'and the rear of Army Group B. They are to be sent from'
there forward into the Le Mans area as soon as possible, to mop up this
area after the withdrawal of General Eberbach. Anti-tank troops with
anti-tank guns and anti-tank close range weapons are to press along the
- important roads leading west to stop enemy armoured car and tank raiders
approaching Paris. All forces. available in Paris are to be placed = -
along the roads and block the way into the city from the'west and south-
west, ' , ' : o = ' ‘ ‘ '

(&) You are to keep to the idea of attacking towards the sea to 'fhe'_wést,‘
:-taking Mayenne and the district to. the north if necessary, after

defeating the Arerican XV Army Corps. - ‘ B '

g /B)
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" (5) Fopr .the time being the: 11th Panzer Division Wlll remain as rearguard
suppor‘b and the sole. moblle reserve of thé 19th Army,

(6) Pla.ns to be reported 1n de'l;a:.l. Also repor'b tho intended grouplng of '
- all panzer and.-SS: detachments in the Army Group". :

Addendum by Army Group B:

» Append:l.oes m.ll follow. 'Apart from the troops already ordered to ‘be
transferred by the 7th Army %o General Eberbach, the 7th Army is alsc to send
ihe Panther Detachment of the 9th Panzer D1v1s1on to this group. .

G H.Qu Army Group B

To Army Group B ‘
- August 13, 1944

. Bstimate of. the situvation

Because of the new directive  from the Fuehrer the task will fall to the
7th Amy of holding the assembly area for the thrust to the coast which is
planned to take place later. Apart from this, the success of General Eberbach's
Panzer Group in keeping the rear and flank free from enemy attacks is.
dependent on whetlier or not the 5th and 7th Armies can hold the front. If,
as has been announced, more armoured detachments have to be’ mthdravm th:.s
will have to be done by 4 battle-weary divisions. :

In oppos:n..,:.on {0 this “l:h:l.nly-nanned front line the eneny have 8 infantry
divisions and 3% amoured divisions, which weaken the strength of our forces
da:.ly by contimual attacks. ~Opposite the southern flank of the Army, which -
is only guarded by very weak forces, the enemy have another 3 infantry
divisions, and when the Eberbach Panzer Group begln their thrust, we can
expect these troops to become active. In these circunstances 1’c seens to be
necessary elther to strengthen the 7th Army forces for their task, which is
essential to. the completion -of the Opemt:l.on, by sending them infantry - ,
detachments and anti-fank weapons, or to give up the salient in the front line
which juts out to the west, and by firmly holding the Falaise area, build-up
a north-south front line, which would meke for a shorter front line and :
narrower sectors, and would strengthen the weak defences south of Domfront. .

With that in mind, the disadvantage of giving up valuable territory seems
%o be less, . Until ‘hhe mobile forces of the Panuer G"oup are strong enough to
begin an 0perat1ve thrust towards the sea, after tlcy luve cleared up the
position deep in the Army Group flank, it seems to be more important “to- have a
fortified front line through Falaize, Fler.;. and Dorfront cr south of it so as to!
have a goad base, than to have to run a continual risk of having the present
front line, broken up and-a new cnemy thrust near Domfroat and.to the south of
ite

t

G.0.C. 7th Lrmy

To Chief of OKW Operations Staff
for information cf C. -:Ln-C West N
and Lufiflotte 3,

uvguﬂ: 13, 190y

’ The British forces, with 7 1nfo.ntry d:u.v:u.sa.ons, 2 armoured divisions and
3 armoured brigades are at the moment east of the Orne ready to begin an
attack towards Falaise and the south-east; British and American forces, with
15 infantry divisions, 4 armoured lelSlons and 7 armoured brigades, are on
the north and wegt f‘ronts of the 5th Panzer Army and the 7th Army, 3 motorised .
divisions and 1 amoured division could attack the loosc Jdefences of the
southern front

h
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The American XV Army Corps sith 2 infentry divisions and 2 armoured
divisions, hdd thrust between iiencon and Mortagne towards the north; but
on fugust 12 they ‘turned west, being covered from the north, to attack.
the 7th Army in the rear, or.to.meet the axpected attack by our panzer
forces, Further enemy forces (units.of the American XX Army Corps) .seem to
have been brought up. ' ' .
It seems therefore that the enemy are trying by all possibl_e means
to surround the bulk of the 5th Panzer Lirmy and the 7th Army, To « .
,Counter this,.units of the 116th Panzer Division belonging to the
“Eberbach Panzer Group (battle H:Q: at Vieux Pont) had to engage such a
superior foe'at Sees on August 12 that although they were able to hold
the enemy temporarily they could not stop his wheeling to the west.
This division was pushed to the. north during the course of the costly
battle, and is now stationed on both sides of Argentan to prevent further
enemy advances, . C .
ey : . ‘
The fst SS Panzer Division "Adolf Hitler Bodyguard" in their
eastward march only reached the road both sides of Ranes at 1100 hours
on August 13. They had been held up by waves of fighter-bombers attack-
ing ‘them. Like the 2hd Panzer Division which is following them up, they
will probably enter the fighting by a west-eamst movement, to safeguard
. the rear, With the present panzer divisions so weakened, it will be .
'necessary, ‘if we hope for unqualified success, to bring in as quickly as
possible more panzer detachments - 9th and 10th SS Panzer Divisions s '
215t Panger Division - especially as their assembly area is: being
constantly diminished by the, enemy penetrations. k.
, . : . SN
.... The situation. therefore requires that we clear the enemy from the rear,
of our armies. That will mean attacking the American XV: Army Corp~, even
while our s.uppIies-, in particular munitions and fuel, are being continually
depleted, = R o L '

I therefore suggest, in complete agreement with all the higher - :
companders at the Amy Group, that we retire to a.line centred on Flers . o
during the night. of August 14/ 15, thus freeing our armoured forces from
the battle, and then we could tyansfer all our armoured forces to the
Eberbach Group so that. they could be used for an offensive, with the '
exception of -the battle group of the 2nd SS Panzer Division s Which would
have to-take over the defence of the southern flank. . '

0 If the widely spread front line remains as it is at present, with
‘its critical lack of resources, it will be broken through and surrounded
by the enemy, with his superiority in men and mat erials, and hig mastery
of the air, and our units could not fight their way out. -

»

~ von Kluge

WEEKLY REPORT, AUGUST 8 = 14, 194,

| : _
Estimate of the situation, -

. At the noment the enemy have roughly 50 divisions in France, and also
strong G.H, Q. troops. - 31 divisions are still in Great Britain, and further
forces are standing ready in America, The transport across the Channel
continues af an increased rate. SRR - .

As the main objective in their attempt to force a breakbhrougi on the .

‘front the enemy are trying to close in from two sides on'the bulk of the

5th Panzer Lrmy and the 7th Arnmy and thus surround them. "The squthe':pn gim C

. ) R . . ' . /of \( .
G. 201053/1IL/8/),8 4 | . '

Further measures will be decided d‘uring the course of events., I request |
instructions for the conduct of the battle in the sector of C.-in-C,West.
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of this pincers movement (./.mer:l.can XV Lrmy Corps Wlth possibly also the
American XX Army Corps following them up) have crossed the Mortagne- -
Alencon line, and under cover from the east and Lorth have swung west, so
that they can strike at the 7th Army from the rear, and catch up with our
Panzer forces which are coming up, In cooperation with that we can expect
an cnemy attack to start east of the Orne. .

The enemy would not begin new operat:u.ons until they hHave settled the-
battle with the 5th Panzer Army and the 7th Lrmy. The fact that they are -
only feeling their way east from the Le Mans area with reconnaissance units
also points to this conclusion. {umerican units reinforced by French
Res:.stance groups are contlnulng the battle for the fortresses in Brn.t'bany.

The High Command -of the All:.ed invasion troops under General E:Lsenhower
has been moved, and this is a further proof that they do not intend any -
further hrge-soale landings on the west coast >f Europe by sea. However we
cer expect a .Large-scale landing in greater force by the airborne troops
being prepared in Britain, to share in the operat:.ons against the Army Group.

Army G—roup B will assemble the bulk of the panzer detachments in the
south-eastern flank under the command of General Eberbach, so that they can

destroy 'the enemy in the ilencon -area. .

The question of supplylng the fighting front in all. areas has become
more difficult as a result of the increased enemy air actn.v:.ty. The lack of
mobility is becoming increasingly awkward. .- ©

Since June 6, amiy.and SS units have destroyed:

3,370 enemy tanks
475 aircraft

Our 1osses for the period June 6 to August 13, 194 were:
3,630 officers (including 14 generals, 10 staff of‘flcers, 243 C.0s.)
151 ,L;.87 NCOg ‘and men
i 3,813 Russians

158,930 men

We have received as replacements: 30,069 men

9,933 men are on the way.

WEEKLY REPORT. AUGUST 15 - 21, 19k -

Estimate of the situation.

The enemy now has in France about 53 divisions and -strong G.H Q. troops
which are combined in the British 21st and the fumerican 12th Army Groups
under General Eisenhower. There are 30 more divisions in Britain ready to
come over to the mainland of F‘urope and further relnforcements can be expected

frrom the. U, So .

After the end of the tattle w:.th the 7th Aray and after essential units
have broken free, the enemy are trying to surround the forces south of the

_Seine downstream from Paris, The imerican XV Army Corps with,3 motorised

divisions and 1 amndoured division crossed the'Nollencourt - Houdan line in a
northward direction on iugust 18, and have reached the Seine at a point
between Vernon and Mantes; spearheads have already crossed the river., It
seems that they are trying with the bulk of their forces to press to the
north—west from south of the Seine and cut off the 5'th Panzer Army and the

/remains
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remains of the 7th Army frbm their rear cdmmunications. Thus the enemy
are showing their obvious intention of finishing off our forces in the
‘Normandy area and then turning eastwards, - .

Simultaneously with this, 2 corps are operating between Chartres and
the Loire, with the intention of bypassing Paris to the gouth, proceeding
east and capturing the Loing and Seine crossings, 4ccording to previous:
experiences, we should be able to expect themto turn in towards Paris
from the south~east, The enerly have only sent reconnaissance units against
the ring of defences round Paris. S ;

: ~In conjunction with these operational intentions, there is always the
possibility of a large-scale landing by the airborne troops standing ready
in Britain, although only weak airborne forces are being used in southern
France. American units are striving to overcome the heroic resistance of

the garrison at St,kalo and the fortresses of Brest, Lorient and St.Nazaire.

- The French'Resistanceugnmqsare becoming more and more active,

Army Group B is striving to wipe out the. enemy forces which are
attempting a pincers movement south of the Seine, and to-assemble the bulk
‘of the panzer detachments on the eastern flank under General Eberbach.

Enemy air activity rose to immense proportions this week, and in many
cases rendered it impossible for us tc move our troops.. For a brief period
supplies could only be brought to the troops with fighter escorts. Our -
inferior mobility is hampering our tactical decisions, - ' o : .

Army.and SS units have destroyed since June 6 3,663 tanks and L9
aircraft . . ) . ! ' ' :
~ i

Our own losses have not yet:been assessed.

. "

N\ To the Chief of the Combined Services High Comﬁénd,
' General Jodl, to be submitted to the Fuehrer,

, - © August 24, 1944

'On the basis of the latest developments in the gituation I .have arrived \
at the following estimates of the strengths in the West:

I The enemy now have about 53 divisions in north-west Franoe, and could ’
~ raise this number to 55 or 57 by September 1. There are about 8
divisions operating in southern France. 411 the enenmy divisions are
extensively motorised and mechanised. ) . S
In support of the ground operations they have about 7,000 fighters and
“ 7,200 bombers in north-west France, and in southern France roughly’
1,300 fighters and 900 bombers {at present, from a third to a half of
these ‘are serviceable, ) U ‘ S S

The following possibilities are open to the enemy: - ‘ s
(2) After gaining the Seine bank crossings they could push northwards
past Paris betweeh Rouen,and Mantes to the Somme. Their objectives
would be the V1 bases and the vital Belgian industrial basin. They
~could use 30 - 35 Jivisioms for this thrust, o R

T\ . , .
(b) Thrust $hrovgh Paris towards Rheins-to the traditional invasidn
: route into Germany. = They could use 35 divisions for this,
. _ oo : : : , -
;,(c) West - cast push south of Paris.across the line Troyes - Auxerre
in the direction of Dijon, so as to cut off Army Group G, and
then through the Belfort basin for a thrust to Alsace,
25 divisions could be used for this. ‘ : :
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For all three operations they could uée their airborne army (5th and
6th Airborne Divisions) to open up the way (Seine or Somme crossings).

They could conduct operatinns (a) and (b) simtil‘canebﬁsly. v'wit'h 15 and 25
divisions respectively. ~ » ~

IT As was reported on August 18, our own troops are exhausted. We cannot
.expect appreciable reinforcements before September 1, and the promised -
replacements still later. ) :

Work on the Somme-ilarne positions has only been-going on for a short

. time, and they are not yet ready for any defensive action. It ig

: therefore essential to bridge the gap until at least September 1, ,
because, if things go very badly, the enemy spearheads will in that *
time have reached the Somme positions s the area east of Paris, or the
Dijon area, ; '

First of all the Seine position downstream from Paris is being manned:
4 H. Q. staffs have been put in there, the LXXXVI, LXXIV, LXXXI, XXXXVII
‘Panzer Corps, with 12 divisions or divisional battle groups (711‘l:h,
346th, 3rd Paratroop, 353rd, 271st, 331st, 34ith » 17th Iuftwaffe Field,

49th, 18th Luftwaffe Field, 6th Paratroop and 275th), |
One group from the panzer divisions (what is left of about 6 divisions,
which are to be quickly renewed) must be placed under the H.Qs of I and IT
S8 Panzer Corps between the Somme and the Seine. as mobile reserves,
and at the-same time be renewed, The bridgehead south of the .Seine must
be’held as long as possible .to make our crossings easier, and to keep
the .enemy forces in check, It ‘will only be withdrawn when the advantages
in holding it are outweighed by the disadvantages. R
The problem of Paris is still urgent. Admittedly the 47th Division will
+ be brought in there from August 25/26 to strengthen the.defences, but
- in the face of enemy pressure from the outside and with ‘the increased-
-danger’inside the city, this reinforcenent will not be: sufficient for
safety. We have therefore ordered a strong line to be set up Just to the
north and east of Paris, oo : S - L ‘

il

We can only expect 3 infantry divisions (338th, 716th and 198th) to be
sent back from Army Group G, with 1 panzer division, the 41th. The
intention is to form from the panzer divisions a group (about 7 or:8
divisions) in the southern flank of the 1st Army,. so that they can’
attack the eneny spearbeads and thus cover the western flank of the
19th Army. 15 extra divisions will be necessary in addition to 'the:
forces already available, to hold the .Seine - Yomne - Dijon- line, -and
they will have to be assembled in the area Troyes --Dijon - Geneva Lake
by Septenmber 10, o

‘The'3 divisions from the north and the 15th Army area, which will Ve
released by the arrival of the 36th s 553rd and 563rd divisions will be
urgently needed to build up a front on the right flank of the 1st Army,
It is taken for grented that there will be sufficient Luftwaffe forces,
roughly in the strength of at least 300 fighters ready to take off.at
-any monment, B o :

ITI We will need for the Somme-Marne line altogether 4 Army H.Qs, 12 Corps
H.Qs and at least 30 to 35 divisions at the front, 1 panzer army with
4 panzer IL Q. staffs, and 12 panzer divisions in reserve %o .counterbalance
the enehy motor nmechanised units. '

If the ene}?w begin a strong campaign end bring in new forces , the
possibility will have to be reckoned with that the Seine - Yonne -
Dijon line cannot be held for long, and we may have to withdraw to the
. : /Somme :
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“Somme-Marne line. Speedy construction work is therefore heeded at the

“latter line, and a defence force, which can continue this work, is
cssential. For this we could use the very weak remains of the 12 -
‘divisions which need a rest (Remains of the 352nd, 84th, 89th, 326th,
363rd, 276th, 277th, 708th » 272nd, 273rd, 343rd and the 5th Paratroop
Division . . ’ ' B . L »

Furthernore » the same rust be done as on the ‘eastern front. We must
+look ahead, and build more rearward positions behind the Somme-Marne

Line, extended to.include thé Western Wall. . .
I request the required instructions giving \.consen‘o for this.

hicdel, Fieldmarshal

TG Chief of OKW Operations Staff,
to be presented to the,Feuhrer.. .

August 29, 19iu

T report .the Pollowing as supplement to the measur'_-‘eé taken by Armyv‘(}r‘oli.lp B
on August 28 and 29, 1944. . : : ' C

(1) Enemy position: The British Army Group (25 - 27 divisions) has begun
& rapid thrust across the Seine to the north, ‘concentrated on the
eastern flank, with the intention of pressing our troops back to the
sea, provided the breakthrough is successful » and capturing the V1 :
bases, Apart from their heavy artillery and immense air superiority
the enemy are able to put in up to 1,500 tanks between Paris and the
coast, The American Army Group with the 12 ‘divisions (including up
t¢ 1,206 tanks) at present in the area north of Paris - Soissons ~
Chalons seM. - Vitry le Francois will continue to attack in a general
north-easterly direction, This assumption is based on information from -
- a reliable source, stating that the V Corps have been ordered to attack
- the towns of Montcornet and Rethel; according to the same source the
XII Corps is to take the heights éast of Chalons s.M, The XX Corps,
between the V and XII Corps, is attacking Rheims. For the remaining
10 ~ 12 divisions of the American Army Group (including about 750 tanks)’
there are the possibilities of following up either towards Rheims or
. to the east through Troyes, : ' ’

(2) Position of our troops: The divisions which ‘have arrived from Nommandy
across the Seine under iimense difficulties and after the hardest fight~
ing have only a few heavy arms, and in general they are only armed with
carbines. . The supply of necessairy personnel and material replacements
is, as has been reported in detail completely inadequate, "After 5.
battle-weary infantry divisions have been sent back to the Reich, there
remains, with replacements and reassembling of the remains of. the 11 .

! Normandy infantry divisions, enough to form about 4 units, but they will
only have equipment if the demands made in the order dated August 27 -
are fulfilled. : o : o

' From the 6 SS panzer divisions and 5 amy panzer divisions we could
only form 1 regimental group, which aould be the 11th Regimental Group,
ard that could only be done if we received replacements o:f;‘_ men and

equipment,.
-The ‘pan_‘z'e.r' divisions now have 5 - 10 fank‘s eachs. With regard to -
- artillery, the infantry divisions only have single guns left, and the
panzer divisions have a single tattery each,.. S '
, o - _ : /At
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At .the moment the troops are strongly influenced by .the enemy's superiority,
especlally in aircraft and tanks, and by the fighting in isolated pockets. .
Measures are being taken, The low degree of manoeuvrebility of the infantry
divisions, caused by the fact that their mobility is -only an emergency

- cxpedient (horses), has proved to be a distinet disadvantage in the unequal
struggle against a highly mobile enemy, especially as there is abaolutely
no reserve of assault guns and other heavy anti-tank guns, And so the units
available and those which have been brought in from the coast are at the -
moment tactically inferior, A speedy alteration in these. circumstances is
the first consideration for successful operations.
With regard to the situation in the air, I wish to refer to my teleprinter
message dated August 29, concerning the maintenance of the fighting capacity
of the fighter units, which is of vital concern to the Army Group,

(5) The concentration of all available fast-moving units in the area Chalons -
Rheims - Soissons, ordered by me on the evening of August 28, and reported
at once to General Jodl by Chief of the General Staff of C. -in-,C,West, was
essential to ward off the swift and dangerous thrust garried out by the
Anerican Army Group against the rear of the 15th, 7th and 5th Panzer Armies,
Considering the enemy position (see (1)), this meant that the right flank
was-in danger of an enemy tank attack, &nd on the left flank there was the
possibility of a further enemy advance in the direction of Dijon,

The following temporary expedients are possible:

Withdrawing on the right flank to the Sonme if necessary - this was requested
by General.Dietrich because of the condition of our troops, but I refused
this until now.

Diverting to the left flank the reinforcements meant for the right flank of
the 1st Army (559th Division .and the 106th Panzer Brigade).

Only when the 347th and 553rd Divisions have been brought in, as I ordered s
will it be possible to withdraw the fast-mowing units in the area Soissons -
Rheims - Chalons, which are supposed to come under the command of the

5th Panzer Army as from August 31, Otherwise there would be a dangerbus
gap left, which would speedily have dangerous consequences, It should here
be emphasised that the fighting capacity of the Bittrich and Schwerin '
groups is very srell, We can only expect any improvement when we receive
more tanks and artillery. '

Model, Fieldmarshal

To Chief of OKW Operations Staff., with the request that
it be submitted in the original to the Fuehrer,

(1) Enenmy position: The British army group is making a concentrated thrust to .
the north-ocast, towards the Scheldt estuary (An’cwerp), with the double
intentions of capturing the V1 bases and cutting off the 15th Army., The
units which are still spread out in depth 'are now closing up.

An Lnerican battle group fror: the 12th Lrmy Group with about 6 - 8
divisions has Jjoined in this thrust »-and can bring in more forces, A4t
least 2,500 tanks might be used altogether in this operation,

Thé bulk of the 3rd Jmerican sriy-has been closing up in the Verduri,area
for the last 3 days, and could start an attack against the Luxembourg -
metz line at any tine, . ' ’
French and Belgian Resistance -groups are Jjoining the battle to an ever
increasing extent. The large-scale airborne landing which is expected will
most probably be in the region of the West Wall.

| /Lltogether
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Lltogether the enemy have brough’c up till now 55 divisions and
strong forces of H.Q.troops into the north France battlegrounds,
.and in addition they could br:Lng 30 more di v1s:c.ons from Brl‘ca:.n
: and transfer f‘u.rl:her forces from the U, S. 4. :

(2) Position of our ow'n troops. Our own troops, which in the meanwhile -
..+ had suffered very heavy losses, were no n‘atch againgt .the enemy's
superior equipment and’ great mobility, especially on the northern
flank., They were repeatedly overtaken and cut off, as closely—
 linked pangzer units, assault guns and anti-tank. ueapons were lacking
as much for open warfare as for a local concentrated attack to

delay the encny advance. Otherwise the sm’cuatlon described in my
report dated Lugust 29th has become even worse, as the troops are
:daily becom.ng more exhausted. ~. '

At the moment we only have the follow:t.ng wh:.ch are really' fit for
action: .

'(a)_ W:Lth the 15th Arny, Whlch includes ’che area under C.-in-C,
.o Netherlands, about 4 :Lnf‘antry lelSlonS not countlng the
I f‘orbress‘ garrisons, '

(b) with the 5th Panzer nrmy, 3 or 1.;. panzer lelsz.ons and '12 or
2 :|.nfan'try lelSlonS. L

The position is more favourable .in the 1st Lty area, as ‘there has
been no eneny pressure there since Jﬁugust 29.

: nf'ter recéiving the 19‘bh 553rd .and 559th Divisions and the 106th .
Panzer Brigade they now have a battle force of -about 3 panzer and
panzer: grenadler dlv.Lsmns , as-well as 4% :Lni’an'bry lelSlonS- ;

(3) We do not yet know how the 15th Amy s attempts to break through
. - are progressing. It seems that.only some units will be able to o
[ fight their way through, The line Albert Canal - Maas - western’
: positions can still be considered as the ling to bhe held by Amay
- Group Bs But it will need to be manned by 25 fresh. infantry '
. divisions and an adequate armourad ressrve of 5 - 6 panuer
divisions.

As a rcsul’c of the dcvelopnents on the western f‘lank 2 panzer
brigades (besides the 105th) and several infantry dn.w.s:.ons st
be sent there :Lrnacdz.ately. : _ o

4t least 10 noze divisions and 5 more panzer divisions mll be
needed later (until Septenber 15). Otherwise the apprcach to
north-western Gernany will be open. - It is already necessary to.
provide powerful skeleton forces as quickly as possible for the
western positions and the West Wall; “he 11 foriress battalions
and the 6 maghine gun battalions which were expected between -
September 15 and 20 will arrive too late, They must man the
-western positions earlier. Otherwise it is .,uggeate that anti-
‘alrcraft units from Germany could be bz ough in in suff.‘lc:l.ent
"numbers., N . . o
o The mobile ba’ctle force which the Fuehrer bhag commanded to be formed
in the .southern flank, according to paragraph 2 of the order dated ‘
September 3, could ’chen be formed from the .Lollow:.ng units:

3rd Panzer Grenad:l.er Di. v1s1on
15th Panzer Grenadier Division
17th 88 Panzer Grenadier D1v1:310n
9th Panzer Divigion .
106th Panzer Brigade
Battle groups of the 11th and 21st Panzer D:|.v131ons
and 3 other panzer brigades. '
For this 3 panzer divisions could possibly be transferred from the east.
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To C. -in-C."Army Group B
September 7, 194

I request that the following estimate_of’the'situafion, which was
formed after a conference with Fieldmarshael Model, and based on the latest
reports, be submitted to the Fuehrer: ' '

(1) Enemy position: At the moment the Anglo-imericans have in Belgium *
and northern France about 54 extensively motorised and mechanised
divisions and very strong H,Q. forces. French and Belgian Resistance
groups are supporting them to an ever increasing degree, There are

. 8till at least 30 divisions in England, including 6 airborne divisions
. which are ready to be.brought over to the mainland, The transport of
forces direct from the U.S.A." has begun. :

The British 21st iy Group has taken from its 25 - 27 divisiong about
.8 or 10 divisions with.probably (OO tanks between Boulogne and fintwerp
for an extensive, partly encircling, attack against the units of the

15th Lrmy which - are cut off from the easts A second battle group
between Lntwerp and Diest is being prepared, Theirs will be the task
of forcing a crossing of the-flbert Canal, and of pressing on to
Rotterdam and hAmsterdan, : :

6 to 8 more British divisions with probably 400 tanks are now closing

"in, probably from the rearward areas. They could be-used to augnent
.the forces intended for the thrust into Holland, or to help the troops -
“against the 15th irmy, according to the requirements of the situation,

The fortress of Le Havre is being attacked by 2 or 3 divisions with
about 100 tanks., Contrary to what is the case with other fortress being
attacked, it is important for the enemy to take this harbour, which

is the most useful in France, as quickly as possible.

The;fortréssesAof Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne will involve for some
time a number of the other divisions of the British forces at pregent
engaged against the 15th Ly, :

The Anerican 12th ALrny Group with 15 to 18 divisions and about 1,000 tanks
is between Hasselt and Toul attacking to the east on a broad bront, with
the object of pushing on to the Rhine, To the rear of its northern
flank 3 or 4 units are apparently being brought up.

) ' ’ & . '

The following points of concentration for attacks seéﬁ ﬂo.be indicated:
B : = :

(a) The area between Hasselt and the heights_runnihg'ffom the east of
Namur to south of the Maas, T : \ ‘

(b) OCharleville - Sedan area. o~
(c) The area on both éides nf, and especially south of ietz,

The southern flank, which at the moment is rather bent back, will -
probably be brought into line to coincide with the eneny advance from
. southern France ngainst the Burgundy Gate. ’ ’
In Brittany there are about 5 imerican divisions tied down by the
fighting for the fortresses and attempting to enclose thenm.

- {2) lgainst this 1must be stated: Our own troops are all engaged in the
' fighting, are being heavily attacked and are partly exhausted., They .
have no artillery or armoured weapons, No reserves worth congidering
are available., The enemy's nunerical advantage in tanks is complete,

T , ‘ ' /it .
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4t the moment Lrmy Group B has about 100 tanks, The enemy air forces
control the battle area and the comaunications deep in the rear of

“our lines, The enemy pressure towards Liege (Meuse Valley) » which

is obviously directed egainst fachen and ‘the Rhine - Westphalia
industrial region, has becore a serious. threat, | BPEEE T
It seems to me to be of vital importance to bring up at.once' the

strong forces which have s> often been requested - at least 5, and

" if possible 10-divisions with assaiily artillery detachmeénts and

. sufficient anti-tank weapons and also a number of pahzer divisions.

AI1 the forces at our disposal‘(the weak 9th Panzer Division, 1 weak

} panzer assault detachment, 2 assault gun brigades, with assault guns

on the way) have been sent by C,-in-C, West to the Aachen area.

The 12th Grenadier Division bas not yot arrived. In agreement with

. Fieldmarshal diodel I perceive here the acute danger which also
threatened the rear of:the West Wall, No operative enemy airborne.

landings have taken place as yets They cah take place as. the
situation demands, either behind the West Wall, or also to form a
bridgehead on the eastern bank. of* the Rhine, . They will take place
wherever the enemy thrust towards the Rhine is successful. .

It is our task to play for time with the forces available. so that the .

- .officials, and civilian departments,

western positions and the West Wall can be prepared -for defence by
the H. Q.. authorities who 'Imve}been\entrus’c'ed with the job, together
with units of the armed forces and the Party, The forces which have
been reported to me as being intended for the forming of the western
positions, 135,000 men all told, seem to me to be totally inadequate.

. Even if one.includes all the rear units of the forces under C.-in-C.
West, many more workers will be required along a line of positions

more than 500 kilometres long. ' We do not fail to recognise the

difficulties (equipment, billeting, supplies etc.) in the organisation

of. these auxiliary forces and the indefatigable work of all the Party

However, the whole organisation takes time! l‘ Lo .

According to information from the ‘commander of the western fortresses ’

-. General Kuntze, the buitlding of the western positions will ‘require

6 weekss This time must therefore be gained by f‘:i.gllfbing.

If I.em to comrand with any possibility of success, I again demand that

all available tanks be sent up at once apart from the forces intended -
for the Aachen area to protect the Rhine - Westphalia industrial aresa s
and regardless of the comsequenges, to complete the panzer units and
assault gun brigades, also a special delivery of -all the anti-tank
weapons which can be mustered, which can afford the troops some method
of defence against the enemy tanks. : '

The Fuehrer has ordered me , reéardless of the local losses onh the

front, to.carry out an advance deep into the American east flank, in a
‘north-westerly direction, from the area around Epinal, -If a strong patizer
group subordinated to the 5th Panzer Army, which itself has been put -at the dis-
posal of Ce=in=CeWost for this attack(but is instruoted to cooperate with Army
Group G),.is to be used, I consider it essential that 10,000 obms. of fuel
should be brought up immediately, Also it will be necessary to have all
available forces of the Luftwaffe for this attack, even if it means leaving
the other fronts.exposed. ' ‘ ‘ , :

(signed) von Rundstedf,Fieldmershal
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. :To C.-in-C. West, Fieldmarshal von Rundstedt.
September 8, 1944

i The situation of the 7th Army has developed in the last two days in a

“particularly threatening mamer, The remains of this army which are still
available will be able to offer temporary resistance in the Maas sector
between Maastricht and Liege. South of Liege, as far as the newly announced
Army Group boundary there is only a very thin and totally inadequate line
of defences. The enemy here enjoys practical freedom of movement as far as
' the West Wall, 120 lkm. length of which, behind the 7th Army, is manned by
only 7 or 8 battalions. -

Of the reinforcements which have beeh already reported, the 9th Panzer
, Divigion, which was detailed by C.,-in-C, West on the evening of the 6th
September, has not yet-arrived, and the furthest forward division, the 12th
Grenadier Division, is not expected to arrive until September 12, In any
case, neither of these formations will be sufficient to carry out the present
- task allotted to them - the battle to gain time before the West Wall, followed
by the holding of the West Wall itself, ‘ ‘

., If 3 infantry divisions and 1 panzer division cannot be transferred, to
the 7th Army with all haste, we ¢an be certain that the  exhausted units of
- the 7th Army will, as happened south-west of Brussels, again be attacked, and
this time completely beaten, This would mean that the strategic breach for
which the eneny have been striving between the Hlaas and the Mosel would be
.-opened’ up automatically, this tine on the German frontier, I should like to
"stress at this point that when the 1st Army received timely reinforcements
the situation improved for them consideraobly. If the same is to be done for
" the 7th Arny it must be now or never, , .

. I request that these conclusions, which have been pade on reviewing the
deteriorating situation, be brought to the notice of the Fuehrer. ‘

Mpdel ’ F:‘.eidmafshal

To Army Group B
~ September 15 s 944

The Army reports in ‘connection with the disorders which took place at
‘the evacuation of lachen: ' : '

According to reports which came in from the G.0.C., the Divisional

" Commander, the Battle Commandant, and the Q2 of the army, the blame lies
inocontestably ‘with the Party officials entrusted with the evacuation,
When the situation developed. adversely, .the responsible Party officials and
the police, who alone could have kept peace and good order during the
evacuation, hastily abandoned the city and tried to control the evacuation
from the outside, Notice was given that every citizen who did not participate
in the evacuation would be a traitor to his country, and this, coupled with
the fact that there was no responsible local anthority available, led to a
panic, which developed into a headlong flight and universal looting.

As a result of the situation reported above in the oity of Lachen, the
commander of the 166th Panzer Divisfon} Count Schwerin, - took upon hinself
the duty of stopping the evacuation first of all, and then conducting it in

. & rational way. In doing this he disturbed the iachen District Adiministrator
by reporting that enemy. attacking spearheads would probably be approaching
the city by the afternoon. He has also given a letter to. a member of the
Party who had been named to him, in which he advised the population of
Aachen, in English, to trust to the protection of the approaching American

/armies, .
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~ armies. Furthermoré it has been clearly established that he had always

taken all possible measures for the defence of Aaachen, and that he has
always commanded his division exactly as directed by the High Command.

Nevertheless, General Count Schwerin h.as been relieved of his past

" as Divisional Commander because of these mishaps. A court-martial enquiry
_ haw'been started. . . - ' ‘

 The Army Corps and Division immediately contacted the appropridte ,
Party departments, and now everything has been done to control the evacue-

+ticn according to plan. ’

Brandenberger, General of Tank Forces

7th hrmy H Q..

To C.-in-C. West, Fieldmarshal von Rundstedt
' o September 2, 1944 .

* The position of Army Group B has become increasingly _vvofse on the
northern flank since the airborne landing on Sgptember 17, because the enemy

- -guécacded in bringing in considerable reinforcements during daily flights.

Our own reinforcements were insufficient, It was only possible to force
a. postponement of the enemy's operational intentions - a breakthrough via

' Eindhoven, Nijmegen and Arnhem, as a base for the attack on the Ruhr area -
‘during the bitter fighting of the past few weeks, but apart from the holding

of Arnhen, it was impossible to -stop the enemy., The renewed airborne landing -

_ on September 23, the extent of which it is not yet possible to Jjudge, will
© lead to an exceptionally critical situation if we are not able Yo bring in

adequate forces early emough to support the hard-pressed front line of the
ist Parachute Army. L L -

The fact that the new lané.ing took place on September 23, that is,
6 days after the first, suggests that the ehemy had originally intended the
landing on September 23 for another purpose, but now consider the time to be
ripe to strengthen the present operation, obviously with the idea of turning
to the south-east between the Rhine and the liaas. The denger is particularly
greai for this area, as there are no permanent defences in the way of the R
presumed line of attack. Our own forces are inadequate against the enemy's .
considerably reinforced armies, and cannot stop the enemy's continual push

 forward, Néw forces must be produced, or transferred from other fronts.

The quickest means of restoring the pdsi'bion 'WOuld be an attack, That

‘has been attempted in the direction of both Veghel and Nijmegen. The forces
. avzilable for the attack on Veghel proved to be insufficient. for the task.

Our pressure on Nijmegen could only be increased to an inadequate extent.

After yesterday's airborne landings - which the enewly could continue
at any time - we camnot expect to be able to push the éneny back across .
%he Waal, and so we must set up defences in the region of the Lower Rhine
on both sides of Lrnhem, o . ' -

" The following concequences arise from this situation:

{v(,'l) The enerﬁy resistence west of Arnhem must be eventually broken by all

the means at our disposal, and the enenW" must not be allowed to create
- a bridgehead on the northern bank of the Lower Rhine. . R

It will therefore be necessary %o reinforo¢ the IL SS Panzer Corps
with the -506th Ti’ger_Detachmen't and the whole of the 246th Diyis:.on.

-'/(2)
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(2) . To release further forces, and to prevent the destruction of our
formations, it may be necessery to withdraw the 15th firmy with the
- IXVIT Army Corps into a bridgehead Bergen op Zoom - Roosendasl - '
‘Moerdijk, with the LIXXVIII Lrmy Corps closing the gap on the left behind
the Waal. Time could be found to put through this operatiorn-in spite
of the fact that it would mean having to establish land communications
with Walcheren in the event of penetration to the west, north of the
Waal, by strong enemy motorised formations. The renewed danger of the
encirclement of the 15th Army which this would .entail could only be
eliminated by bringing up strong reserves for the eastern flank of
- :the Army. The conduct of battle of the. 15th Army would therefore be
~such.that the bridgehead could be held while preparations for a
.. withdrawal were being made.
h . - i .
/ (3)' While they are cleaxing up the position west of Arnhem and def'ending
. the present front east and south-east of Nijmegen, the 1st Parachute
Lrny are so to direct their fighting on the left flank that a larger
- ;- bridgehead can be held on thewest bank of the Maas about 20 kilometres
. ~west. of Venlo, from which it would be possible to launch an attack
_.-Yowards the. north-west, after reinforceménts.had arrived. +n view of
. ... ..the necessity for giving support at Arnhem and Nijmegen, forces for this
© % . Dbridgehead could only be'obtained by introducing new units, or by
.+ - - withdrawing forces from the 7th Army. :

-

The possibility of launching a larger counter-thrust from the sector
of the 1st Parachute Army's left flank calls for examination of the
question whether further forces (2 panzer divisions and 2 panzer brigades)

. could not be spared from othér sectors for this operation. .
.. . It would be necessary to work very fast if we wished to make use of
. the enemy's present confinement in his corridor through Eindhoven. The
 _9tp4and'116th:Panzer Divisions could be relieved by a good infantry
division. 7Purely for defensive operations the following are needed:

Y
1 infantry division
y panzer division
1 penzer brigade.

(4) The 7th srmy are still deﬂ@nding their present Qositions, and- are
preparing for a counter-attack to clear the enemy from the area east of
hachen, Before the 9th and the 116th Panzer Divisions could be

~released they would need an infantry division, and a further infantry
division would be needed to replace the 2 panzer divisions from I SS
Panzer Corps.. If the 9th and 116th Panzer Divisions are used north-west
of Venlo, another infantry division will be needed as rearguard in
the Aachen district, - C ' N

- Altogether, if Army Group B is to contiﬁug a successful defensive

action it will require as a miniium:

(a) 2, or better, 3 infantry divisions for the 7th Army. -
(by 1 infantry division;'1ipaﬁ2er divisipn, a strong panxef brigade
for the 1st Parachute Army. S ‘ .

() 1 assault~guﬁ brigade éach for the 15th Army, the -1st Parachute
Army, and the 7th Amay, o :

(@) Increased supplies of ammnition, especially for light and heavy
field howitazers, : T '

(e) Replacements for:the‘iﬁfanﬁry divisioﬁsfét'the points of heaviest
Pighting, atiléast 6 draft conducting battalions. :

N

L \ Model, Fieldmsrshal
G, 201053/IL/8/1_,.8 ‘ o ' ; '
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' To G.-in-C, Fisldmsrshal von Rundsted
'Sgptember»275‘19l,4

. - The fighting of Army Group B has suffered because:of the fdl]:oﬁng

(1) Almost unlimited air -superidrity Of the enemy.

The unsparing use of our figlter formatiéns on’ varidus deys ‘has bBrought
considerable temporary relief, ln the main battle this relief is one

-~ of the first essentials for success, These experiences émphasise the
necessity for producing the hew fighter type as quickly as possible,
even if it is at the expense of the bomber units. SR

(2) superiority of the enemy artillery.
: ;- A o s .
At the moment the Army Group has over 821 light and heavy cennon , some
~ of then immobile, Against this the enemy artillery have at least
", 24680 cannon, This discrepancy would riot be so serious if we only had
adequate supplies’ of ammnition, ‘As this was not the case however, as
is well known, the enémy's artillery superiority was more obvious, |
- It i urgent that we have a speedy improvement in the supply either
of ammunition or equipment, preferably of boths. S

(3) Prepondetence of the enemy armoured Wweapons.

At the present, our 239 tanks and assault guns are opposing 2,300
enemy tanks, i.e. 10 times the number. loreover, this represents
.only half of the ascertained potential of eneny armoured units.

- "Even’ though 'the enemy’ have shown a certain unwillingness to use tank

S formations in close corcentration during the past few days, there.can

“'still be no doubt whatsoever that they could throw in sudden concentrations
of tanks at any time they wished. - Therefore the request for increased
.supplies of assault gun brigades must be repeateds The formation and
use of independent parzer brigades outside the framework of the panzer
divisiops has not been successful in the previous fighting. M.oge . -
adequate replacements for the tried panzer divisions s, and the intro- '
duction of assault gun brigades and detachments form the most effective
counfter-measure against the enemy's panzer superiority.

It is an incontrovertible fact that the reverses in the west are primarily
‘due to the panzer divisions having to fight when they were exhausted,
The supply of equipment for them must be kept up,

(4) Insufficient replacements of‘ii:'exfsénnel

"Even if the munber of enemy infantry units is. only % higher than ours,,

the battle potential of our troops is lowered by their inadequate .

equipment, and by the fact that there are too many garrison and -emergency

units amongst our battalicns. : '
. . !

During the period between September 1 and 25, our heavy losses were

about 75,000 men; during the same period we received only 6,500 men as

replacements, This intolerable discrepancy will eventually lead to the

complete annihilation of whole valuable divisions, in spite of the

‘plentiful use of newly constituted units. It is essential that we

receive adequate mumbers of replacements, so that it will be possible °

' for the divisions to re-form their field relief battalions.

The Army Group will confinue to try to withdraw in good time the units

which have suffered very badly in the fighting » and form new units, as

has already been done in the case of 14 divisions. The necéssity for

maintaining to some extent comparable and useful divisional strengths will

mean that we will have to bring in garrison units. .

G. 201053/1IL/8/,8 _ ' : ' ' / 1 Coe
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-I am reporting the foregoing points, although they are already knowm,
because the result of the present decisive battles is dependerit on their
- -being given .more consideration. I request that they may be brought °
~ directly to the notice of the Fuehrer. | _ )
T | Nodtl, Fieldmarshal

- - To Army Group B )
' September 29, 194

Estimate of the situation.

" hecording to a verbal message from Reichsminister Speer, there is a
factory in Weisweiler (4 kilometres east of Eschweiler) in which is made
407, of the total amount available of an alloy. which is vital for the whole
steel production, ' '

Even if the present situation does not offer a direct threat to
Weisweiler, it must still be emphasised that the defences of the works,
which lies only 6 kilometres behind the lines, are not sufficient to provide
for the safety of the works in all circumstances. ALpart from that, the works
_lie within the range of effective enemy artillery fire.

: ‘ : In this respect also the situation demands that the enemy penetration
. east of Lachen be cleared up, The Lrmy wishes to refer to the estimate of
: ~the situation dated Septerber 23,194, In the first place the Lrmy requests”
- the bringing up of 2 panzer divisions to ensure the ‘success of. the proposed
attack, If these cannot arriwe within a short time, it will be considered
necessary to have two complete attacking divisions, 1 Tiger or Panther
detachment and sufficient assault guns %4 sections for .the infantry divisions)
or 2 brigades and H.Q, artillery (5 - 6 heavy detachments ). The need for
' sufficient ammunition is stressed. In addition, the Army requests complete
support in the formation now proceeding of e mortar battalion and an anti-tank
battalion, the personnel for which have been assembled and armed by the
Klosterkaemper Reception Unit, although their lack of mobility and the
shortage of optical instruments hinders any rapid preparations.’

| S o .. Brandenberger
A . " 7th irmy H.Q.

To Ce=in=C, West
o . | © October 1, 94

The following estimate of the situation is forwarded as an appendix to
the report already sent by courier: '

The reports by our agents of the Americans' bringing strong reinforce-
ments into the 4achen area, and of intended operations directed -against
Cologne have not yet been confirmed by our front line reconnaissance. The
only indication which could point to .an intended attack has been the
partial withdrawal by 1000 - 1500 metres of the most forward American
positions in front of LXXXI Army Corps, as the enemy used a similar method
of leaving the ground open for bomber attacks on the invasion front,

The general impressions of the enemy's movements, the reports of
prisoners, the scrutiny of captured documents, artillery reconnaissance and
reconnaissance by agents near the front line have not so far supplied any
other indications. Even so, the Arny is expecting the enemy to use the
breach in the West. Wall around Lachen as a springing-off ground for a
breakthrough operation in the direction of Cologne and the Ruhr industrial
area. Therefore the Lrmy is accordingly making its dispositions on the
basis of the agents' reports, : '

/In
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In addition to the reinforcements for the defences in the Lachen - -

Monschau area mentioned im the report dated Sept ember 30, 194, the. Ay

. bals ordered thet an infantry battalion and the 3idst Assault Gun Brigade
* (without the 2nd Babtery) be transferred froim LXXIV Army Corps, the 628th

Mortar Detachment and the 1310th Fortréss hrtillery Detachment from I SS-
Panzer Corps, and the 2nd Battery of the 341st Assault Gun Brigade which
is still with IXXX Army Corps. A1l these units are to be transferred to
IXXT Army Corps by October 2. One of the draft conducting battalions
formed by the Klosterkaenper Reception Unit and & mortar corps are also ¢
;- to.be placed -under the command of IXXXT Lrmy Corps. T

With regard to munitions tactics, a definite concentration is being

- built up with LXOKXT Amy Corps. In addition the Ammy requests:

4"(1),.

(2)

R

- (5)
(&)

Sk -captured,arr,mni’gion.'
(7)

' _rthis is the only way of ‘ensuring adequate supplies of ammunition. _

(@)
(9)

the
I .

G. 201053/TL/8/18

Air reconnaissande in the area Liege - Amiens - Paris - Luxemboui'g.

Luftwaffe support against the ‘enemy artillery and p/repa.redqusi‘cions
in the area of.the breakthrough.east and south-east of Aachen, :

A Tiger or Panther de.fcaclruﬁént to be brought in, - ‘ ,
The 7tk Mortar Brigade which had already béen promised tG be brought
in, - : oo . . .o .

The supply:of a heavy artillery detachment with Gemman guns. -

hdequate supplies of ammunition, wi’c'yspe‘cial' réferenée to types of

The stib,p]y of medium ;.rﬁdr*taré to-take the place of the heavy and .
light mortars in.the mortar battalion which ig row being formed, as

' The Todt Organisation to be persuaded ‘to speed up the construction -
of an anti-tank front between Erkelenz and Dueren, . - L
Supplies ‘o'f':‘f'izel to be Sent to III Anti-aircraft Ooi‘ps 80 that it

Wwill be possible to regroup the units with IXXXT Lrmy Corps, in

accordance with the plan to concentrate fiorces there, Because we

' are so very short of fuel ourselves » 1t will not be possible for the

~hrmy to supply them with fuel,

i

Army Group B

. ety

‘To &rmy Group B~
- o | October 9,f 1904

I request that the following estimete of the situation be submitbed +G
Fuehrer: -~ - . o _ C o , o

(1'), The poih‘l'; _oi‘{ greatest danger to ’éhe' 15131"1' Arniy is at the momert on
. . their right flank in the area north of Antwerp, where the enemy is
attempting to establish land conne?tions with Walcheren. = .

, With the enemy so- strong in the arca Ni jmegen - Arnhem and

~ near Aachen, it is not possible to withdraw further forces to help
the 15th Army. Therefore the 15th Ariy must. shorten its front-
~between Tilburg and Bois-le-Duc, to release forces for the right
Wing. . : - . - ‘

© The right flank of the 1st Parachute Ammy (XII SS Corps and
~ II SS Panzer:Corps) had to go over to.the defensive, The situation

/around
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around fLachen may make it necessary to remove troops from II SS
.- Panzer Corps and ‘Send them there, I therefore request permission
w7 "to give up ‘the Arnhem bridgehead, -* - ' :

' (2) ‘The tost dangerous point on the whole western front is -on the
right flank of the 7th 4rmy, where there is 'a definite threat of
encirclement to the whole area around Lachen, The bringing-up of
reinforcements is beirg contintially slowed down by the regular
destruction of the railways, so that, for example, the heavy

' Panzer Detachinent 506 (Tiger) has still not arrived. at Lachen,
the 3rd Panzer Grenadier Division will have to be diverted
through Kaiserslauten, and so on. It is estimated that the eneny
already have-a superiority of 6 infantry divisions and 3 panzer
divisions near, fachen, and it is possible that more forces will
be sent up (American XXVII Army Corps). In spite of all endeavours,
it does not seem as though we'will be able to push back the eneny
bulges in the front to the north and south-east of Lachen, There
is an ever increasing danger that the enemy will be able to draw
the circle more tightly round the town. I have issued clear
instruction that fachen is to be defended right to the very last,
in agreement with the Fuehrer's orders. In this case, the N
‘possibility of the loss of the -246th Infantry Division must be
accepted,

II In the Lrmy Group G area the eneny is seeking to invest Metz from the
~ south, and to seize the Vosges passes by an attack on a broad front

» between Luneville and Lure, s yet there is no indication that there

* will definitely be an attack on the Burgundy Gate. It will be the task
of Army Group G to offer stubborn resistance and thus gain enough time
for the further building up of the Vosges positions. In this connection

1t may be deemed necessary to withdraw the bridgehead at metz back to
the Mosel. ' ‘ )

\
\

IIT The main factor which made it possible for the enemy to gain hiz recent
*  successes (breqkihrough at Einhoveén, gaining the northern bank of the
Waal at Nijdegen, pincers movement on Aachen etc,), is our shortage of
- reserves for counter-attacking. -This shortage imde it impossible to
forn concentrated lefences ih time, even at the points where it was.
obvious that there was going to be a concentrated attack.

There is already = shortage- of tfroops at the parts of the front
line which have not yet been attacked, between Monschau and Diedenhof.
The 48th Infantry Division was replaced there by thé 416th Division,
which has had no battle experience, and units of the 19th Infantry
Division were removed (for the southern-flank of the {st Army), so
all that remains is a defence garrison under command of the divisional
staffse Considering the low battle potential of the defence battalions

it would in ny opinion be fatal to remove from the area around
Trier the 36th Infantry Division, which is the only complete unit.

Just because I was so concerned about the shortage of reserves
I requested that a reinforced regimental group be sent from each of
the first 3 available infanttry divisions, I now ask in addition
for an infantry division to be sent in from the assenmbly areas on
each of the three dates,.October 12, 15 and 18, LT

1t would be possible to post relief detachments in northern Holland
in place -of the 256th and 361st Peoples' Grenadier Divisions, After
the experiences of Nijmegen and Arnfem it is not very likely that the
enemy will attempt any airborne landings east of the gefleral line
connecting Emden and Hamm, However the area west of this line is in

great danger. 4And yet we have no great amount of reserves there,
/I
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‘T thercfore reqpest that the reinforcement of the 6th Panzer
Army in the area Enschede - Borken - Haltern ~ Hamm - Muenster -
Rheine be done especially early, From that area the Army can if

required coun‘ber-a’ctack at once in a north—west west, or south-
B west d:.rec‘blon. : . - '

S Ny de’aalled requlrements, once again, are:-

wo(a)” Accelerated arrival of at least 7 draft conductlng ‘Pattalions
o (1_,, for Army Group' B, 3 for Armny Group ‘G).’

2 (b) ! Grea‘ber supplles of antl-tank vveapons and materlals.
< {é) '»"E‘Lu'ther 1ncrease in axmum.tlon a.llocatlons so that with an

* increaséd firing power, s We vn.ll be able to a.pprox:.mate to
- ’che enemy strength. )

C'._-iﬁ-'c.west Fiéldmrshal vou Rundstedt

- To 'C;';Ain~C.:Wcst, Fieldmarshal von Rundstedt ‘
" October 11, 1944

T w:n.sh to report that the situation at Aachen has become more
oot v.orj.tlcal. 'In'spite of all our efforts the enemy succeeded in
L _-narromng the corr:l.dor on both sides of Haaren 'tzo 3,000 metres. .

' Thls unfortunate development is mainly 'bhe direct resul‘l; of
thé complete lack of replacements for the’ divisions which for several
: Week:s have been in ‘the thick of the flghtlng.

I request that representatlong be mede to the Fuehrer of the °
urgency of prov:.ch.ng as quickly as possible relief in the form of
at least 1 draft conducting battalion for the 183rd and 246th
Peoples' Grenadier Divisions, as well ds for the 12th Division ’

 ‘since otherwise these divisions will be exhausted and it w111 be
' :meoss:.ble to avoid further reverses,

- The bitter and necessarlly costly fighting agalnst the enefy' s
- large supplies of man and materials cannot possibly ‘be continued
- mthou-b regular repla.cements. -

Moael ) ‘F:i,e'l.dma‘rshal

: ZA;.H,B.6 Distribution:

‘Seme as for Eh:;anslé.tidp viy/es., . I
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