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8 JUNE, 194

* Ground Situation

Position east of the Orne estuary is generelly unchangeds Bridgehead
between the Orme and the Vire has been extendsd by the enemy by bringing up
forces continuously by sea and by air. It was lmpossible to hold Baysux against
an extensive attackes The enemy is penetrating further to the west, the south-
west and further in order to carry out an encircling movement. The principal
aim of this heavily armoured group appears to be to reach the Carentan~St Lo
line. ' Attack of the ammoured force (I SS Panzer Corps) on Bayeux has yet not
penetrated. Very strong air éover. Same applies to the tank counter-attacks
in the Secqueville area. Also west of the Vire no further advances against
the airborme unit which is continuously receiving reinforcements, and was able
to capture the stretch of country from St Mere Eglise- to Emondeville and
St Marcouf. . Our own forces are-hard pressed there in defences Further
landings are possible at other beachheads as well as reinforcements from the
air. Probable intentions of the ememy: forces west of the bay of the Seins
may try, to push through to Carentan and link up with the bridgehead thexe.
‘Forces from the Carentan bridgehead, with armoured support, may launch the
attack by land to the nortlwest round Cherbourgs ' ' '

According to the BBC  in the course of the afternoon, General Montgomery
has arrived on the Continent to take over the command of operations in the
beachhead west of the Seine baye- .

Situation at sea

On the afternoon of 8 June there were 15 warships firing on the coast off
Cherbourg. OFff the Vire estuary there were 2 battleships and 1 cruiser o
support the landing. Northeast of Cotentin a large formation of transport
and merchant ships of about 100 units en route towards the south.

In the whole ares of the Seine bay, there were altogether about 400
transports, mérchant ships and landing oraft. -

Iandings are concentrated between the Vire estuary and St Marie e .du Mont.
West of Contentin no enemy units have been detecteds '

Air Situation

Heavy bomber formations dropped bombs during the forenoon only, on Orleans
station, Tours, Ie Mans and Angers (altogether about 1400)s Light bombers mads
three operations in co~operation with heavy bomber units in the course of the
afterrioon in the Remmes and Dinan area (altogether about 500); ‘there were also
fighter and fighter-bomber units (about 2500 aircraft in forenoon, negligible
activity in affernoon owing to deterioration in weather) e A

Main point of attack: Fighter cover over beachhead and air support for
single targets. ’ ‘

9 JUNE, 194

Ground Situation

Commuiicated by Ce in C. West and Army Group B. East of the Orme the
enemy suoceeded in closing in in the Bois de Bavent and sround Bures. West
of the Orme heavy fighting was discontinued with main point of attack north of

Caen, E and SE Bayeux, where the enemy was pressing to the south with tanks;
further strong enemy thrust from Bayeux towards the west and Isigny occupieds

/ Contact
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Contact apparently thus established with beachhead to north of Carentan.
Main point of attack on Cotentin, and at present on both sides of the Caxentan~
Mon'lB'boLrg road, the enemy has extended bridgehead towards north to

VEmondevn.lle--Eca.usev:IJ.la line., Apparently a new landing from the sea near
Quinsville.. - . ~ o

Si‘bua.tion. at sea

. Communicated by Naval Group, West). On the n:.ght 8/9 June assault from
. "ba.se Chexbourg by 5th and 9th motor torpedo boat flotilla, 4th motor torpedo
. boat flotilla and 5th torpedo boat flotilla fram base le Havre on mining and

" offensive engagement in operational area bay of the Seines, As ot no
~ report on act:wrb.@s . :

Intended transfer of‘ fourth destroyer in the same m.ght from Brest to
Cherbourg and 2nd mine sweeper flotilla from Brest to St Malo failed,
destroyer en route to engage in comba.t with enemy cruisers.

" On the, af‘bernoon of 9 June, oonsn.dera.ble shipping traffic east of Barfleur
in north and south direction. About 100 large and medium units sighted in
the same sea area, with a southerly ocourses Presumably supporting foree to
the western landing sector. ' ‘

Evening of 9 June off Orne estuary heavy oomba.t group, presumebly flank
protection for supplies of eastern beachhsad.

Battleship "Nelson" on evening of 9 June sn.ghtea east of Ie Ha.m
sailing in a noﬂh—eas‘berly direction. .

A.ir Sn.tuat:. on

Enemy activity: Until about 16,00 hrs no enemy activity Iepor‘ba& In
the later hours of the afternoon individual reconnaissance sorties and
fighter and fighter-bomber assaults concentrating on beachhead.

10 JUNE, 1944

Ground Situation

. Through 1and.‘i.ng of further :f'orces, ch:l.efly tanks, on night 9/10 June

and ‘on 10 June the enemy ha.s reinforced the forces of the -Second British as
‘well as the First U.S.. Army The mein diréction of advance with armoured
support :.s from Bayeux ‘towards the southwest on the Elle~Vire-sector. From
the St Mére Eglise .area. the énemy .is. lilosw:.se pressing with strong a.moured
foroes towards the southwest as well as to the north

Sl'bua.tn.on a.t sea

In an assault 5th torpsdo boat :E‘lot:.lb. on the night 9/10 June engagement
with enemy destroyers off Cap de la Héve,

In the whole landing area intensive supply and landing operations in
progress under the support of heavy transports (up to 2,000 GRT) Flank
pro*bection by heavy sea foroes. =~ -

o Two enemy convoy rou'bes é'ef:l.m.tely running from north to south on 0055
. west and 0035 west (western and ocentral Seins bay). Regular supply traffio
on these routes is presumably pro‘beoted. . '

| | /adr
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Air Situation

Improved weather conditions made possible heavier emsmy activity than on
9 June. Targets in beachhead and behind the lines were attacked, also GAF
station Evreux, Conches, Dreux, Chateaudun, Orleans, Nantes and Vannes and
Serqueux railway station.

From 0700 hrs permansnt air cover over landing area with an average of
LO0O~500 aircraft at one time. 3500=4000 fighter aircraft tock part in whole
operation. . :

Reconnaissance activity during the whole day continuously intense. At
1700 hrs order to British fighters to land on newly opened airfield in bridge-
head. .

Command air support of troops in most cases against. pillboxes, gun
emplacements and radar installations

11 JUNE, 194k

Ground Situation

Enemy reinforcements continue to arrive in the bridgshead between the
Orne and Vire, Early evening attack against Caen is expocted. (In the
evening of 11 June 200 tanks were observed moving south 15 km north of Caens)
Between Vire and Carentan the enemy has made contact with the landing party
north of Carentan. An enemy attack from this area to the west and north was
beaten offe German troops reinforced in area south-west of Valognes. ‘Units .
also arrived to reinforce area around St Lo

The heaviest fighting was again in the area South and South-west of Bayeux,
where the enemy succeeded in pushing the German switch lines back further.
%rd Paratroop Division holds both sides of Berigny.  Succe ssful German attack
by a unit of the Panzer Lehrdivision against hill south of Audrieu., At the
moment enemy air superiority is seriously delaying the movement of troops and
supplies and hampering communications in the area of operations.

Situation at Sea

At midday on 11 June considerable shipping activity in both directions in
the eastern part of the Channel. In the Dover ~ Dungeness area a large convoy
of 60 medium and small freighters (some loaded with tanks), presumably heading
for the zone of operations. 60 ~ 70 barrage balloons over convoy, off
Dungeness and Hastings several empty LCTs and small craft on north~easterly
course, probably returning supply vessels. =~ No enemy ships seen in the Boulogne -
Dieppe area. L

At midday several unidéntified ships bombarded the Le- Havre area.

In the evening strong enemy naval forces o’bservéd' to the east of the Seine
Bay; in all 5 battleships, 1 heavy cruiser, several destroyers and othex
vessels, ' Probably supplies for the eastern landing seotor. o

It can be regarded as certain that ‘there is éoﬁtinuous supply traffioc:in
the operational area between the Orme and Vire and north of Carentan.

/Aix
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Air Situation

(2) Enemy operations:

Bombers: The number of four~eﬁgined airoraft ope.fat:i.r1g during the
morning inoreased to about 800. Targets were exclusively the airfields at
Nivelles, Beauville~Tille, Beaumont, Cormeilles, Creil and Poix~-Nord.

From 0815 hours sbout 280 twin-engined (Marauder) aireraft over the
landing area and Seine orossings north of Paris.

Adr Umbrella: About 3400 fighters and fighter-bombers operated over the
landing and supply areas, patrolling, attacking ground targets when required
and escorting long range bomber formations. According to AOK 15 ensmy
fighters ordered for the first time to land on airficld being constructed
north of Caens) ‘

From 1530 hours air activity diminshed gradually owing to dsterioration
of the weather. Our troops, however, continued to be seriously harassed by
fighter-bombers. : ‘

Reconnaissance: .Throughout the day over the battle zones and rearward
areas. Lively reconnaissance activity even after deterioration of weather.

(b) German operations:
- Tn an attack on large ships in the Seine estuary one supply ship of

8000 ~ 10,000 tons and one liner of 20,000 tons were sunks, One destroyer
‘demaged, one freighter of 10,000 tons probably damaged. Purther hits on

conocentrations of ships and landing craft. Several ships left burning after

the attacke

In bombing raid on the St Mere Eglise',ze.re'a & large explosion occurred
outside the town. ’ i

German reoohnaissance: Mediterranean, Bay of Bisoay, | Heligoland Bight
nothing to report. A S o o

In Seine estuary 0025 hours 1l Jﬁne four large concentrations of ships.

In the mouth of the Vire at 0342 hours on 1l June about 20 ships of
various sizes, some putting to sea. -

- 12 JUNE, 19h4

Ground Situation

No appxeciabie change since submission of éi)erfi‘rlg'z'eport for 11 June |
The enemy has been further reinforced east of the. Orne and captured,
Sallenclles and Touffrevilles. - 4'

Following the grouping of a strong force of tanks in Cambes, observed
during the evening of 1l June, the enemy appears to have set out this
morning in the direction of Caens - :

There appear to be gaps in the front between Orbois and Ie Perron.

The situation on either side of Caumont not clear.

/We
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" We are holding the Elle sectore

.In the Carentan bridgehead the oentre of enemy pressure is now WSW of
St Mére Eglise. The enemy has pushed forward to Pont 1'Abbé to the west.
Qur troops are still very seriously held-up by enemy fighter and fighter—
bémber attacks. - S o ,

Ses, Situation

Our fast torpedo oraft scored two hits on a cruiser in the Vire estuary
ares of the Seine Bay on the night of 11/12 Juns. Hit by an air torpedo on
a special ship (about 10,000 tons) north-east of Barfleur. It was not seen
to sink. .

Continuous supply traffic to the area of operations, especially to the
. estuaries of the Orme and Vire. ‘ :

Air Situation

(2) Enemy operations:

" About 400 four-engined aircraft over Paris and Brittany. . Bombs droppsd
on Massy-Palaisau marshalling yard and on Remmes. 50 = 60 night-fighters
and single reconnaissance aircraft over the beachheads and supply lines. -

Strong formations of American bombers began bombing airfields at:
08.00 hours. Those at Montdidier, Amy, Merville, Beauvais~Tille, Amiens-
Glissy, Lille north, Vendsville, Epinoy, Vitry-en-Artois and Cambrai.south
were attacked. Some of the airfields were put out of action temporarilye.
(Details Ic Evening Report 12 June 194k, OLe0O ~ 16,00 hours). In addition,
transport targets in Luftflotte 3 area and the Seine ferry at Berville
(heavily damaged) were attacked. '

(b) German operations:

Reconnaissance: The ares Boulogné - mid Channel ~ Dieppe is olear of
the enemy, 60 mall and medium freighters off Dover - Dungeness on southe
westerly course, soms of them loaded with tankse : .

14,00 hours Carantan evacuated according to OKW report.

13 JUNE léhh- '

Ground Situation

East of the Orne the towns of Breville and Sannerville were again in

our own hands after fluctuating fighting. Situation west of the Orme
essentially unchanged. Caumont occupied by the enmemy. In the course of
the forenoon our own battle reconnaissance in Villers-Bocage wiped out enemy
tanks which had made a breakthrough and soms armoured troop carrying vehiclesd. -
Biville and Iamberville are in our hards. Enemy has penetrated into Couvainss
Fighting concentrated in the course of the day south of Carentan where ouxr
own attack did not accomplish anything. TUp to now 1 km noxrth-west of the
town of Carentan a breach in the front 1 km wide between Etienville and
Appeville (occupied by the enemy). Countermeasures are in progresse
North~east of Montebourg (still in our own hands) the enemy has succeeded -
in meking a penetration of about 3 km as far as just south~east of
' Vaudreville. Quineville is in our hands. ,

/Situation
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Situation at sea

Intended attack by an S-boat flotilla on night of 12/13 June on southerly
escort in the Seine bay thwarted by enemy destroyers and gunboats,  In the
morning rorth-west of the Channel Islands, heavy battle groups strategically
spread out, 1 battle ship, 2 cruisers, 1l destroyer and 3 Swboats tactically.
spread out on northerly course, presuma.bly returning to base on south coast
of England. Noon in Orne estuary 2 heavy units, among them the battleship
"Nelson"s At present strongly defended transPor’cs at the beachhead.

Air Situstion

(2) Enemy activity:

During the forenoon about 150-200 four~engined aircraft on beachhead and
Paris area with bombing operations on airfields St Andre, Dreux and according
to BBO Evreux and north of Ie Havre, Aocord:l.ng to reliable sources a body
of 100 four-engined aircraft were s;potted in the afternoon, but broke off the
operation over England., In the evening 200 Fortresses in Paris carried out
bombing operations on Seine bridges, Conflans and Pontoise. Twin-engined
ajrcraft and fighter-bombers attacked mainly beachhead and areas Beauvais,
Orleans, Ie Mans and Rennes dropping bombs on Rennes airfield. Fighters and
fighter~bombérs in’the course of the day (altogether 2100) picked up by
secret sources; . of those abouft. 300 o L,.OO wers TAF, Owing to weather
deterioration fighter-bamber aoctivity in thé operational area was pstering
out in the afternoon.  Request for photographic reconnaissanse learned from
secret sources, was declined owing to weather conditions. On 13 June in the
morning there was an attack by 300 ~ 400 Italian based fourueng:med aircraft
which bombed industrial targets a.nd. tra.ffn.c installations in Munich and
Innsbruok.

E) . -

(v) Oom aot:.vi’ty.

Second Jagdkorps (JUNCK) made an attack on landings and fortified towns
and villages between Orne estuary and Tracy s.M., raid with 1000 mines in
Orne -estuary, night fighter pursuit, supply of our own troops in Douvres area
and reconnaissance over London for LXV Army Corps.

Operatz.on on sh:.p targets by X Fliegerkorps south-east St Vaast,
reconnaissance with bomblng operation west of Brest and west of Ireland
routine reconnaissance in Bay of Biscay. .

Second Fliegerdivision bombing on ship targets in sea area off east
coast of Spain to north-west coast of Corsica.

Long range reconnaissance Gruppe 123‘made routine reoconnaissance in

western part of Channel and Heligoland Bight as far as Demmark; photographic
reconnaissanoe over London. .

Transport Geschwader 30 supply:.ng W Carentan from the air.

Successss

Sunk ¢ : 2 destroyers, 1 ferry ship of 4000 GRT

Heavily damaged: - 1 troop ‘transport of 9000 GRT

1 freighter 9000 GRT

Damaged.: 1 freighter of 7000 GRT, 2 dirvect hits on 2 medium merchante
men, 1 dirvect hit on transport of 6000 GRT and transport
of 2000 -~ 3000 GRT, hit on landing oraft 1500 ~ 2000 GRT
as also on medium landing barge.

/In
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. In addition: Explosions and fires in towns and villages, troop concentrations,
unloading operations, defended strxeets, anti-airoraft and searchlight positions
as also motor transport concentrationse Explosions and fires inthe vicinity
of the town Carentan and Ouistrehame Attack on camps showing lights in the
Cambridge area. : .

14 JUNE,19M

Ground Situation

Unchanged east of the Orme. .

f the Orne is in the.area Villers -
.Bocage ~ Caumont - Livry ~ Tortévals Villers - Bocage changed hands several
times but is now in our hands. Enemy occupies Caumont.  Gaps in ‘the. front
between Torteval and Caumont. Counter-measures are being taken. With the
exception of a 2 km wide gap between Beuzeville and Etienville, the gaps in

the front between 8t Jores and Etienville, in the bridgehead north of -Carantan,
were closed. - Montebourg in German hands.  Between Montebourg and Carantan

the enemy pressed nortlward to the village of Vaudeville (in German hands).

' The centre of the fighting west o

Throughout the day there was intense a.ot:i.'vity by enemy fighters and
fighter—bombers in the area of operationse New disembarkation in the Vire
estuary area. :

_ Identification of troops:: According to reliable seoret 'souroés, the
. . American XIX Corps has been pushed in between the V and VII Corps in the sector
of the First Army. : . o

Sea, Situation

The group of battleships already reported are still off the Seine -~ Orme
estuaries. Heavy artillery (38 om) probably of these ships, bombarded the
area Cap de la Heve from 10,40 = 11l.49 hours. Observed visually in the.
evening: .2 battleships (probably of the Nelson'" and YRonnsyliania class),
one heavy oruiser, three light cruisers (one of them of the "Enterprise"
class) several escort vessels, landing barges and transporters. From a
reliable secret source it is reported that the naval commander of the eastern
invasion area is flying his flag in this fores. '

At 11,18 and 1l.3k hours a coastal battery blew up one heavy cruiser,
seversl landing oraft and freighters in a group off the Orne estuary.
Between 11l.37 and 1l.42 hours the same battery scored hits on heavy oruisers
and destroyers west of the Orme estuary. Several strongly escorted convoys
observed in the afternoon north and east of Cotentin. These are probably
carrying supplies for the western beachhead.

Air Situation

(a) Enemy Operations:

Potween Oie30 and 20.00 hours on 1k June, 1,200 to 1,400 four-engined
bombers attacked the airfields Amiens-Glisy, Coxyde, Beauve.is-Tille, Le Bourget,
Mondesir, Villaroche, Coulommiers, Orleans—~Bricy, Brétigny and the airfield in
Luftflotte 3 area, as already reporteds Other targets attacked were the tom
of Clastres and an ammunition train nsar Villemeux (Meintenon), and about
22,00 hours 100 Iancasters with strong fighter escort bombed Ie Havre.

/ About
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About 250 twin~engined Amerigan airoraft attacked the rallway line
between Etampes and Paris-.

- About L, 500 fi.ghter and figh'ber—bom'bers operated oontlnuously over the

azea of the fighting.

" (b) ‘Gexman Operations: ' ..

(Vight of 13/14 June 1944) Night fighter patrols over the battle area.
Shipping targets between the Orme estuary and Asnelles, groups of tanks
north~north-west of Caen, and assembly po:.nts, unloading operations and
ocoupied villages were attacked. Recomnaissance patrols in the Bay of Bisoay,
the Mediterranean and the Straits of Dover.

23443 hours: Explosions observed in shipse

23450 hours: 6 warships under thick smokescreen. A great many small
~ ships observed at sea and in the Le Havye area. Smoks soreen over the
B ooa.stal stretoh from south-west. of the Orme sstuary 'bo about Arromanches.

' Suooessful ‘attacks

D:L::ec‘c hits on la.nd:l.ng oraft, ISTs, supply sh:.ps and one destroyer, also
ot AA and searchlight emplaoements west of the Orme estuary and near
Ouistreham, and on unloading points and troop concentrations.

15 JUNE, 194k

' - Both’ sides of the Orme s:x.tuatn.on unaltereds Enemy attacks suppor*bed by
“tanks from South Balleroy area in southmeast direction are still in progress.
(Our own attack with the 2nd Panzer Division has been halted by it).

Ensmy attacks oarried out both sides of the Bayeux~St Lo road achieved a
local ;penetratn.on, which. it was possi'ble to blocks St Andre de L'Epine had
"'to ‘be given up. - ,

Front south and wost of Caxentan :ce:t.nf‘oroed by our putt:.ng fresh f‘oroes
into. actions. Strong enemy thrust west of St Mdre Eglise is persisting.
North-east of Montebourg and west of Quineville the aforementioned enemy
attacks made local penetrations with strong artillery and air supporte

17430 hrs formation of smoke soreens both sides of Dovers,

Situation at Sea

L

“on 15 Ju.ns a‘b 1900 hrs west of ls Havre strongly d.efended 'body of ShlpS-
Altogether ) presumably battleships, 2 heavy oruisers, 1 light oxuiser, 2
unknown heavy units, 1 destroyer, several more units and escort vessels, in
addition great ship concentrations, among them several transports.
Negligible air activity in the v:Lc:Ln:Lty of the ships, numerous barrage -
balloons. _

Air Situation
(a) Enemy ao‘biviiéy.

Bombn.ng o;perat:.on. In the fo::enoon, ra:.d 'by the 1st 2nc1 and. 3rd U.S.
Bomber Divisions with altogether 1200 1400 four-eng:.ned. a.:.rcraft.

/Distr:!.bution
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Distribution of target areas and bombing activity by the lst Division
in Western France on towns, railway stations and Loire bridges at Nantes, on
GAF -stations in . south-western France, 2nd Division in the Paris-Orleans
ares on GAF station Evreux, St. Cyr, Guyancourt, Coulommiers, Mondesir,
Etampes, Orleans-Brioy as well as on railway installations and Loire bridges
'in Tours, 3rd Division on German territory, railway installations in Hanover.

Raids by altogether 450 British and American twin-engined aircraft in '
several waves on objectives behind the landing area.

Fighter and fighter~bomber operations: During the whole day continuous
waves of fighter and fighter~bomber units in the northern French area '
concentrating activities in the landing area. Raids directed according to
request by ground troops or else air reconnaissance preponderantly against
resistance points, tank assembly points, gun positions and troop movements.

Whole fighter and fighter~bomber operation by about 3200 airoraft.
(b) Our own activities:

Dense mining Orne and Vire estuaries, raid on ship targets in the Seine
bay and also north~east of Barfleur as far as the Isle of Wight, unloadings
and landing spots in the area of the Vire estuary, special supply operation
to our own troops based at Douvres. '

Successes: Total nmumber sunk or damaged 14 ships of 102 GRT, 1 cruiser
(Dido Class), 2 destroyers. , .

Reconnaissance: Western Vire estuary, North of Bayeux and North of Caen
several fires on the sea. Very considerable mumber of landing boats in Vire
estuary, north-east 15 transport ships, north of Deux-Jumeaux large landing
Pield in eastwesterly divection (airfield), 1 km south-west of Crepon,
airfield in construction. Airfield apparently in construction 1 km south-
east Asnelles.

Close recommaissance: No sign of enemy activity Bay of Biscay; no ship
movements observed Heligoland Bight. Recomnaissance in eastern part of the
Channel broken off.

Pertisan activity

Combat activity in wood of Bourlon completed, captured bandits had the
Somme as their.objective.

16 JUNE, 1OLk.

Ground Situation

East of the Orne since the early hours of the morning an attack by eur
 own forces is meking good progress in amnihilating the enemy. Herouvillette
is in our hands. Escoville again occupied by enemy after fluctuating
fighting, Heavy artillery fire between the Orne and south-east of Baysuxe
Main defence line from Brouay to le Mesnil ~ Fatry retaken. Heavy enemy
gunfire both sides of Tilly.  Attack is expectede Main enemy thrust on
Bayeux ~ St Lo road. Fighting still going on.

South of .Montmartin our combat outposts withdrew to the -main defence
1ine in face of strong enemy thruste

/To
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To the west of St Mere Eglise the enemy made an advance and made a break-
through 5 km wide. St Sauveur le Vicomte was occupied by the enemy,

Situation at sea

Heavy foros group has been situated of'_f‘ Orne~Seine estuary since the
morning and afternoon. - Nothing further to report.

Air Situation

(a) Enemy Activity:

Hampered owing to weather conditions.

From 1130 hrs wave of about 300 four-engined aircraft and altogether 1800
fighter—~bombers and fighters carrying out bombing operations on objectives in
area St Pol and Auxy le Chateau, on airfields Beauvais-Tille, Athies, Juvinocourt,
Vitry en Artois, Monchy~Breton and Marcilly as well as ra.:.lway targets in the
St. Omer area.

The f:.ghter—'bomber operation after :.mprovament in weather conditions during -
the afternoon concentrated on .operational area.

(b) Our own operations:
‘Mining carried through according to plans

. Piawot hits on unleadings and vehiocle concentratmns on beach, explosion
with great conf:!agratlon and’ spreading of fires

Reconnaissance

Great e@los_ion‘off Orne estuary with lasting fire 'on sea. .
, Close reconnaissancé Bay of Biscay without sighting the enemy; no :sign of
enemy activity Heligoland Bight and Demmarke. .In the London target area several
red and yellow glowing area oonflagratn.ons situated close to one another.

Partisan situvation

Precise picture hard to obtain owing to disturbance of communicationse
Police reports submitied to Sicherheitsdienst gave a fairly favourable picture.
The countermovement has been launched. Could not be concentrated on actions
of a larger scale owing to assaults which have been in progress up to the
present moment. :

Present main points of effort :'_n 'bhe wider vioinity of Lyons as far as
the Swiss frontier, and further on near Tarbes and Limoges. In Garonns 300
men in liaison with British officers. 1300 men have deserted from the French
police. (total strength about 110,000 men); a part of them have left the
terroriste again in the meantime, esPeozw.lly in D:L,Jon. : '

Y 17 JUNE, 194k
Ground Situation

No change to the east of the Orne, An enemj ta.skr force which filtered
through in the Amaye s.Seulles distrioct is being annihilated.

s /Nér‘th-oa_s‘b
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North-east of St Lo, Andre de L‘Epn.ns retaken between La Meauffe and
Cavigny (in our own ha.nds) a break in the front about 1 km wide,

At Cotentin our own troops are resolutely holding the:.r grou.nd west of
St Sauveur le Vicomte., To the north~east the enemy has advanced as far as
the Hauteville-~Urville and is preparing to open up our own line and
simultaneously cut off Cherbourg from the rest of the battlefront.

Situation at sea

Strong Sh:l.p concentrations midday and afternoon in eastern Seine baye
More strongly increéasing supply traffic to the eastern landing sector can
be expecteds For several days about 35 km east of Barfleur about 8 heavy
warships and movements of about 100 landing boats, also transports, presumably
supplies for the western beachhead, - f

Air Situation’

(a) Enemy activity:
- Bombing operation at noon on airfields in Western France (300 four
engined a:n.rcraft) and on launching areas (T.V.Z.) in the St Pol and St Omer area,
(about 120 four-engined airoraft).

In the evening incursion of 300 four-engined aircraft and 200 M;a.rauders;
Bombs dropped on Laval and Tours GAF stations and also.on road bridge at
Gemnevilliers (north of Paris).

Waves of altogether about 3000 fighters and fighter—~bombers in the area
Fecamp~Caen~Vernon-Chartres—-Iec Mans concentrating on operational area.

(b) Om activity: ,

Mining east coast of Cotentin off St Vaast as far as north of Vire
estuary, also street fighting north of Carentan and attacks on flak pesitions.

Reconnaissance over London

Routine reconnaissance over the Bay of Biscay, Spanish coast, Corsica
and southern French coast as far as San Remo.

Night photographic reconnaissance over Seine bay.

~ Partisan situation

Pairly quiet on the whole, no notable changes.. . Carrier pigeon messages
~report that the partisans are becoming restive because the British have not
fulfilled their promises and are falling to supply weapons.

In engagements in the dsi)a.rtements of Loiret, Cantal, Ain, Savoie, as
well as in the areas around Grenoble, north of Clermont—-librrand neaxr Pau and
Tarbes the partisans have sustained very heavy bloodshed.

In the Belgium-Northern France zone the Armee Belge Secret is 'being led
almost without exception by Belgian ex—officers. The organisation is
expecting -the key word "Cheval" every day from London as a signal for them to
rally their forces. Since 9 June 1944 more and more reports have been
eoming in according to which the resistance groups in the Belgium—~northern
Franoe zone are moking preparations for the operation :Ln support of the
enemy's military operations.

/New
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New objective point for saboteurs (chiefly sabotage on cables) in i;hé

area Iaon—Chauny-—Soissons.

On 17 June a.l‘bogether 40 fresh sa.oo'tage cases reported, among them
explosions of rails, bridges, pump stations and water towers.

British agents spotted in the wood near Bailleul les Pernes west of
Bethuns (probably dropped by parachute) have been wiped out.

Action by Panzer Abteilung of a mopping~up regiment ageinst partisan -
caups east of Revin (north of Charleville) has been completed. 100
terrorists lost their l:.ves, 60 were taken pr:.somr, arms a.ndexplos:.ves of
all kinds seized). -

18 JUNE, 1944

Ground Situation

Fast of the Orne after some minor local German successes enemy countex
thrusts since 1300 hrs. West of the Orne Quesnay-Guesnon lost, Briquessard .
taken from the north~east. Battles with enemy sections enclosed south of
Briquessard still in progress. Enemy has achieved a local _pen/atratlon 1 km
west of Villiers—Fossard. Counter-measures taken.

The enemy attacked from the brealkthrough area St Sauveur Le Vicomte
towards the west and according to hitherto unverified reports has gainsd the
west coast of Cotentin near Barneville s. Marne. No news of the front on
both sides of this breakthrough.

Situation at sea

As yet nothing further of importance to report ‘on ship movements in the
invasion area.

Air Situation
(2) Enemy activity:

. Operation by about 430 twin-engined aircraft, directed in the morning
and afternoon against la.unch:.ng areas and also tw:.oe against railway instals
lations Rennes and operations in the area behind the lines. Minor American
fighter and fighter—bomber activity over beachhead, altogether 2000 Us
fighters observed 300 RAJFs f':z.gh'bers for defence against the German speocial
operations : .

(b) Own a.ctivi’fy:

(N:Lg,ht June 17-18). Defensive patrol in area Avranches to Coutances
agan.nst incursions on.our supply routes. Raid on targets off Vire estuaxy
mining in Seine bay, effective reconnaissance mining Se:me bay, re conna.lssance
over London (considerable f:.:ces) ,

Successes: Direct hits on heavy cruiser (9000 GRT) observed burning.
2 probable direct hits on heavy cruiser. Cruiser immediately burst into
flames. = Mining according to plan. 1 landing boat of 200 GRT sunk. In

Seine bay considerably large number of explosions on the sea off coast near
Inc~sur-Mer and 3 burning ships north-east of St P:Lerre. _

/19 JUNE
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19 JUNE, 194

Ground Situation

East of the Orne tough fighting is going on for the purpose of narrowing
the enemy's bridgehead,

West of the Orne our own patrol activity.

Both sides of Tilly, especially woodland east of town, :anxeased shock
troop activity on the part of the enemy, After temporary breakthroug,h
south-west of Longraye, which was oleared up in a counter thrust, 1 battalion
defeated (battalion staff with. commandsr and 10 officers taken pr:l.soner)

Patrol activity in the area both sides of Oaumont., - Area south-west of
Bricquessard cleared of the enemy. In St Lo area gunfire and patrol activity
on both sides.

East of Portbail the southern defence front is arming against penetration
to the west ocoast of Cotent:.n.

On north front situation in the west unsettled, Bricquebec, according
to unconf'irmed report, in the hands of the enemy.

19.45 hrs gunfire on Cherbourg from the land side,

Situation at sea

Allied u.nload.lncs during the morning in the operational area ‘bempora.r:t..‘ly
stopped on acoou.nt of weather,

In the afternoon 4 troopships lying off Arroma.nohes , Which for some
unknown reason camnot be unloaded.

Nothing of importance regarding further ship movements and heavy units.

Air Situation

(2) Enemy operation:

Before and after noon iuntermmittent inoursions of strong American four-
engined airoraft wnits with bombing on launching area in the St Pol-Doullens-

Arras area.

. Raid by about 250 four~engined aircraft in the hours of the morning on
L airfields in the Bordsaux airea.

Whole operation included about 1140 American four—engined aircraft,.
During the evening bofnb:iixg by about 4O Lancasters on launching area.

2 = 300 British and American fighters observed to combat German special
operation.

Also about 1400 fighters and fighter—bombers, combining s:.multa.neously
with incursion units of four-engined aircraft (fighter defence).

(b) Own activity:

Night photography reconnaissance over Londons

RESTRIGTED
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Mining in Orns egtuary

Raids on ship concentrations and ship movements NE of Barfleur as.far as
Isle of Wight.

Su:uk: 1 destroyer, 2 troop transpor'b together amou.nt:.ng to 19000 GRT
1 freighter of 80C0 GRT, 1 tanker of 9000 GRT.

Other de stroye rs and fre :x.ghte rs heavily da.mage de

Part:l.san situation:

Unaltered in Central France. Incréasing partisan activity in the whole
of Brittany; partisans are being led by British officers dropped by parachute.

. 20 JINE, 194k

Ground Situation

Penetration at Hottot has been sealed off,.

B ¢ . . .
Persevering enemy thrust in the Villers-Fossart sector, up to now all
attacks repulsed, ‘

Clearing up of the penetration south-west of Vindefontaine has not yet
been completed.

To the north of Cotentin enemy feeling its way towards Cherbourg on the
Brigquebec~ Breuville road. Area as far as Brix-Breuville-St. Christophe line
was still free of ememy in the forenoon. - Enemy attacks supported by tanks in
the Valogne area were repulsed by rearguards. after hard fighting., The von
Schlieben group mostly retaken in Cherbourg fortifications area.

Situation at sea

. Nothing to report.

A:Lr Situation

~ (a) Enemy activity:

Fighter defence and fighter~bomber activity in battle area, fighter
activity on roads (3000 - 3500) aircraft. Twin-engined formations dropping
bombs on launching area and on Merville airfield. Nuisance raid on
Coxrme 1lles a:;.rf:l.eld and troop transport near Guignicourt.

(b) Owmn activity:

Routine reoconnaissance over B:Lsoa.y, Channel Hel:.goland B:Lght and. Denmaxk.

- Off Orne estuary concentration of sh:n.ps of various sizes, othexw:l.se no
sign of enemy activity.

Mining according to plan (2 explosions near freighter of 3~4000 GRTa)

Partisan Situation

-

Sabotage plots in our own forward operational area by terrorists with
covered explosives charges. Heavy damage on motor vehicles sustained.

/Systematio
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Systematic call-up of young men in this area was again confirmed. Also
the supply of arms and leaders by aircraft, The appearance of uniformed
men in the resistance groups indicates here stricter discipline and also
fusion into stronger groups. On 19 and 20 June fresh increase in railway
sabotage cases in our own zone. :

21 JUNE, 194

Ground Situation

On the whole of the front the enemy is keeping extraordinarily quiets
Weak artillery fire. Enemy has withdrawn 1 - 1% km at some points.

In the Bois de Limors 16 km south-east of St Sauveur le Vicomte, our
own defences on southern edge of the wood have been forced back.

In the fortifications zone of Cherbourg enemy attacks near Le Theil were
repulsed. Towards south-western sector of land front enemy reconnaissance
thrust with tanks, . -

Situation at sea

Strong ship concentrations in the evening off Orme esfuary.

Air Situation

(a) Eremy activity:

Severely hampered by weather conditions (high altitude fog) in the
combat area. ‘ .

Fighter—bomber raids on Loire bridge mear Blois and on Versailles~Matelot
railway station. ' '

Continuation of the raids on launching area by twin and four-engined
formations unti late evening.

Large scale incursion in the forenoon on Berlin and hydrogenation plamt
near Dresden with over 1000 four-engined aircraft with strong fighter cover.
Altogether over 3500 fighters and fighter-bombers observed in the operation.

(b) Own activity:

Mining in north Orme estuary, bombing on ship targets off Vire estuary
night fighting., Supply from Cherbourg by Transportgruppe 30. : ‘

Reconnaissance: Strong ship concentrations off Cotentin peninsula.
Extensive dark red blaze from the centre of London towards the east.

22 JUNE, 1944

Ground Situation

No notable actions after heavy battles between Orme and Vire involving
considerable enemy losses. Apparent enemy regrouping for the preparation
of further attacks both sides of Tilly and extension of the breakthrough

north of Hottot.

/Cherbourg
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Chsrbourg fighting zoné (von Schlieben Gruppe):
_ Ino‘:t*easing eremy fire on town area Cherbo_urg (po'WeJ; and water supply
failéd). Enemy advance pushed back in a counter thrust near Theville air-
field, some resistance posts still occupied by the enemy.

Situation at sea

Strong ship activity and landing movements in Seine bay directly NW of
Orne estuary (supported by 2 battleships, 4 cruisers, 54 large and small
landing boats, 2 landing ship tanks, 35 freighters, altogether about
270,000 GRTs Landing fleet at present severely hampered owing to unfavourable
weather conditions. -

Air Situation

(a) Enemy activity:

On night of 21/22 June there was an incursion of several hundred aircraft
in Rhineland-Westphalian industrial area; bombs dropped particularly on
hydrogenation works. Day attacks also supported by the RAF with 500
 Lancaster and Halifax bombers concentrated on construction sites and special
installations in the launching areas as well as on Cherbourg fortifications
area, In addition bombs dropped on railway installations near Ghent (sea-
port), Lille, St. Quentin, Melun and Tours, as well as fighter—bomber attacks
on airfields between the Somme and the Seine. '

(b) Own activity:
Mining Orne estuary, Air supply Cherbourg carried out.

Partisan situation

Increasing unrest in western Brittany (since 6 June altogether 300
uniformed British officers and personnel include a considerable proportionoof
French. Arrival dropped there or else landed on north coast.

Partisan group forming near Carignan, west of Laon, norﬁh—eas‘b Bourges,
north of Vierzon, west of Blois and north of Flexrs.

No further increase in sabotage in our OWI ZOnS .

23 JUNE, 1944

Ground-Situation .

" dh"ixnp;‘ovement of the weather, renewed artillery and air activity on
the whole of the front., : :

To the east of the Orne an énemy forward thrust with tanks as far as
the western edge of St Honorine. Conoentrated enemy thrust west of the
Orne in the Hottot breakthrough area. Enemy assembly positions observed
near St Lo before our own main defence line destroyed by concentrated

gunfire.

Near bridges St Nicolas, Varenquebec and St Lod Ourville enemy break-
throughs cleared up in a counter thrust. ‘ e
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The lond front enlarged according to military requirements (Ie Theil ~
Flottemanville line) in the Cherbourg battle area was penetrated up to the
evening at 4 points as far as the line south of Theville airfield -~ Digosville -
Rouges Terres (2 km South Cherbourg) - Flottemanville. Troops in positions
as yot not attacked or else not taken are keeping the enemy occupied in
combats in the rear. Heavy artillery, hand grenade and tank activity as well
as dropping of enemy propaganda pamphlets. -

Situation at sea

. Continuation of the unloadings, renewed sup_ply activity off Orne estuary
under the cover of heavy and medium bodies of shipss 3 of our own supply
boats arrived in Cherbourg from St Maloe

Air Situation

(2) Enemy activity
Heavy activity by four-engined formations in raids on Reims and Leon town
and railway station, at noon in the launching area (area St Omer, St Pol,

Aire, Doullens -~ Abbeville), in the evening on airfields Coulommiers,
Juvinecourt and Athies. ’

Heavy fighter and fighter—bomber assaults in Brittany as far as south
of the Loire, with bombing and gunning attacks on railway installations in
the courses of the Seine and Loire as well as in the Rennes area (@bout 1000
aircraft).

(b) Own activity

Air cover of concentration area of the army in area Feriers - ILa Haye du
Puits,

Mining, and bombing of ship targets off Orme estuary.
Pursult night fighting and recommaissance over London.
Sunk: 2 destroyers, 1 tanker 10,000 GRT, 2 freighters, altogether 19,000 GRT.

Heavily damaged: 1 light oruiser, 1 destroyer, 2 freighters, altogether
17,000 GRT. '

Belgium-Northern France field Iuftgau HeQ. announces its 1500th aircraft
shot down by 23 June, 1944 having shot down 1000 by 28 February 194k.

2l JUNE, 1944

Ground Situation

East of the Orne our own troops in consequence of superior enemy thrust
on the line northern and western edge of the Bois de Bavent - 1 km north-west
of Touffreville — northern edge Cuverville ~ north of Cuverville~Colombelles
road retaken. St Honorine occupied by the enemy. Our own counter-attacks
are halted here in the faoce of enemy naval artillery.

West of the Orme enemy breakthrough at Hottot cleared up and enemy
repulsed on the line southern edge of Tilly - Longraye. Between St Lo and
Portbail (west coast of Cotentin) renewed enemy artillery activity.

/on
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On Cherbourg frent ensmy attack in area south—-west of Reuges - Terres--
Cailloux beaten off by gunfire, Push against Ia Glacerie and west of
Digosville is still in progress.

"In the enemy operation against Cherbourg about 5 infantry divisions, and
one armoured division. Ensmy entered Cherbourg harbours Harbour instale
lations fully destroyedes Road explosions in progress. ' '

Air Situation -

In 4 opera.t::.ons ‘about 1000 American and 500 Brit:l.sh four-engined airorafte
concentrating on launching area, also air bases Orleans~Bricy, Chateaudun,
Conches and Bug, Versa.:lles-ochantiers railway station, rallway bridgs near
Tours and town of Rouen.

 Beich territory: Bremen harbour.

} operations of twin-engined aircraft (altogether about 450) chiefly
“against launching sites. Fighter and fighter-bomber attack by about 2500
airoraft to opposé marching movements of our own 'broops , conoentrating on
areas around Cherbourg and 8t Io.

Eremy reconnaissance over beachhead a.nd to the sou‘(:h:a.s far as the Paris
areas o

Situation at sea

Active and strongly defended ship movements at p:esent off Orne estuary
now conoentrating east of Orme estuary.

1 destroyer, 1 transport swik or in flames as a result of airomfﬁ mins,
Partisan situation .

In the Belgium-Northern France military oomma.nd zZons prs:.stent sabotage
of raj.lwz;ys (23 oases on 22 and 235 June, includ:mg up to 51 explosions on ons -
stretohe

In northsrn and southern France minor saboteur a.ct:w:.ty, apparently
holding back purposely.

25 JUNE, 194k

Ground Si'buation

To the east of the Orne ensmy advence in the area Touff:e'nlle-Bois de
Bavan'b. Bmak‘bhrough point sealed off,

. - To the west of the O:me the enemy, w:.th very strong a.rt:.'!.lery and air
support in an attack from Tilly area, has orossed the Fontenay « Juvigny
road and reached the north-west corner of the wood 1.2 km east of Juvigny.
Fighting in full progress in penetration area about 5 km wide and 1 = 2 km
deep, situation unsettled. OCounter measures have been introduceds Our
om artillery was to a large extent put out of action by superior enenw
artillery and air powexr.

Von Schlieben combat groups Harbours and all other essential Cherbourg
installations effectively destroyeds Majority of our own batteries
exhausted in resources or else beatens Since about noon, several heavy
units landed from the sea are coming up into the fighting.
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Scme of our battleworthy groups are probably still established on
Theville airfield and on "Nachrichtenhalbinsel" (Jobourg peninsula).

Situation at sea

On 24 June, 1944 from 1425 = 1603 hrs direct hit by our own long distanbe
artillery on steamer 7000 GRT between Dover and Folkestons. Ship lay on the
beach after numerous explosions and burnt out. : '

On night of 247/2L Juns, 194k operation by 2nd S-boat Flotilla not carried
out owing to bad wvisibility., 3 vessels from both the 9th and 8th Swboat -
flotillas were transferred to Aldermsy or else Ie Havre,

Fogbound battleship west of Ie Havre, another battleship north-west Orms
estuary, southerly. oourse. ‘

Up to the evening nothing further to report. .
Air Situation

(2) Epemy activity:

Bambing operation: Exoeptionally heavy bombing operation in very good

weather conditions. Rald by about 320 American and about 450 British fours

. engined airoraft aimed in the forenoon on construction sites of the launching
ares, Boulogne fortifications area, Oalais station, St Omer town, Abbevills,
Mons-en~Chaussee station and electricity works near Mazingarbe near Bethune.
Simulteneocus strong inoursions of American four-engined formations from

. British base (600 airoraft) and Italian base about 500 airoraft)e  Bombing
on GAF stations Bourges, Avord, Toulouse = Blagnac and Francazal, GAF fuel
deposits at Montbartier (in Toulouse ), Séte town and station, Rhone bridge in
Tarasoon, Fhone bridge and station of Arles, Rhope bridge and station of Avignon,.

Bombing by Marauder formations on viaduot near Chartres, launching ares
and beachhead.

Bombing in thse evening by about 600 American four-engined airdra.f't on
GAF stations south and north Villacoublay, Bretigny, Orly, Romilly and Mondesir,
the railway installations Paris~Villensuve -~ St Georges and the Seine bridges
near Choisy~le Roi.

Whole operation included about 2500 aireraft (fourwengined).

Fighter and fighter-bomber opei‘ation about 3000 airoraft,

* About 500 twin-engined airoveft.

. Contimious air cover in the area south of the beachhead in the form of
armed reconnaissance in conmsotion with twin and four-engined inocursions as
well as strong fighter cover and fighter—bomber assaults in the fighting area
and in our own zone (3 raidsom Ijmuiden steelworks)s.

(b) Own aotivity

Bombing ship targets in Orne estuary, mining north Orne estuary.

Bombing of heavy warships in the Seins bay (hits observed).

"Air supply Cherbourge

/26 JWNE, 1
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26 JUNE, 190

Ground Situation

Contimuation of the engagements in the Tilly seS breakthrough area as
Par as the Bretteville~Vendes road. Situation not yet olarified in detail.
Enemy attack launched with all arms north of Hottot was repulsed.

On the rest of ‘the front no other notable fighting.

Von Schlieben combat group: Street fighting in the town of Cherbourg is
8till going on. - Our own bases are still holding out in heroio fighting.

" Nawval arsenal and some bases in the harbour in our own hands. West Theville

airfield base has beaten all attacks up to now by concentrated flak. On the
Jobourg peninsula our own forces are still holding out roughly in the line of
the Vauville~Greville from towards the east. '

Situation at sea

According to recent observation from an enemy naval unit off Cherbourg
on 25 June, 1 heavy oruiser sunk with list, 1 "Cumberland" class cruiser shot
into flames, blown up and sunks  Also less serious hits on light cruisers.

Morning of 26 June in middle of Seine bay one battleship with southerly
course. 20 small ships lying at rest off Iuc s. Marme. A presumedly fog
bound battleship off Orne estuary at noon. '

Air Situation

() Enemy activity:

Nuisance raids in the Belgium-France-Holland area with bombing on air-
Pields Soesterberg, Melsbroek and Le Culot. o

" Further activity very seriously hampered by weather conditions. Only
coast target approiches by fighter-bombers and fighters bomblng in the Rouen

e -

 area. Incursions concentrated on fighting area, primarily for the support
" of the battles near Tilly and Cherbourg.

(b) Own activity
Mining north of Orne estuarye . 7
Adr supply Jobourg avea ("Communications peninsula") and Theville.

Reconnaissance: Number of ships off Orme estuary, among them 2
destroyers, 1 large merchantman atid 30 = 40 minor landing ships obsexved.

' North of Arromanches sticong‘ ship ‘concentration of medium and heavy
warshipse : coo -

Partisan situation

At present an apparently planned lull in activities, in the main only
cable and railway sabotage cases. L L

Partisan strength at the most only about 150 ~ 200 men; stronger partisan
groups have been encountered only in the Central Massif. s ,

/27 JINE, 194k -
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27 JUNE, 194J.

Ground Situation

Ernemy tank conocentrations in the area Bois de Bavent — Escoville - St
Honorine,

Enemy patrol near Cuverville amnnihilated.

After the enemy's penstration into the Tilly area had been succsssfully
out off by ruthlessly denuding other seotors of the front, the enemy renswed
the attack in the course of the day concentrating on both sides of Rauray, and
was able to push forward with tank spearheads as far as Mouen and Mondreinville
and reach the Caen ~ Villers Bocage road.

Counter measures have been introduced, and our own attack on Cheux With
60 tanks is in progress. At present heavy artillery fire is reinforced by
heavy naval gunfire.

VeSchlisben battle group: Our own forces are still fighting on the outer
moles  Jobourg peninsula is holding out in a line Vauville - Gruchys No more -
signal communication to fortification and port commander.

Nothing further of note to report on remaining sectors of the front.

Situation at sea

North-west of Luc~sur-Mer in the afternoon A large warships and about
20 medium freighters, 2 of them in flames, north of Port en Bessin 7~10
presumedly cruisers and destroyers as well as about 30 medium freighters.
West of Ie Havre in the evening about 20 warships, north of the Omme estuary
1 battleship "Nelson" Class, 1 Monitor and 2 transport ships.

Air Situation

(2) Enemy activity:

From noon thorough weather improvement and incursions of stronger four-—
engined formations in the areas of the V1 sites as well as railway and special
installations (Ieopold, Feldkuche 4). Twin-engined and fighter-bomber
formations in the battle area and in our own zone. Conoentrated effort in
the breakthrough area at Tilly s.S. '

Partisan situation.

No essential changes. Increase in partisan activity mainly in Brittany,
in the Belgian province of Hennegau, and also in the Limoges area.

Partisan activity at present ooncentrated on railway (explosions on
bridges) and cable sabotage. Surprise attacks on dismissed guards, wireless -
transmission stations and on isolated military vehicles.

28 JUNE, 19kk

Ground Situation .

In the .west Tilly breakthrough area the ensmy suocseded in advancing
by strong tank attacks north of Baron, as far as Esquay. Our own troops are
‘holding both sides of Esquay. Course of ‘the forward line: Cheux (occupied.
/vy
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by enemy) Tourville (occupied) - Baron (occupied) - Gavrus -~ Vendes - Hottot -
- southern edge of Longraye. On the rest of the front as far as the west ocoast
of Cotentin only enemy nuisance fire and sometimes minor fighter-bomber
astivity. : :

After the freeing of further foroes from the Cherbourg area a ma.jor
attack between the Vire and west. coast of Cotentin has to be expected.
(Jobourg peninsula still in our own hands, otherwise nothing fresh to report).

" Situation at sea

Strong ship concentrations throughout the day north of the Orne estuary
and west of the Ie Havre. Among other were recognised 2 battleships, 2
cruisers, 1 Monitor, several dsstroyers, landing oraft, transports and
freighters. . ' ,

During the forenoon in the sea area north-west and north-east of
Baysux 5 medium warships, about 25 merchantmen and about 50 landing oraft.

In the evening 20 ships accumulating NNW Le Havre, 30 NW Le Havre,
presumably augmented support to the eastern and central beachhead.

An enemy destroyer fired on to the south of Jersey by one of our patrol
vessels with 8.8 cm gun, was lying in flames for a time, explosion later.

Adr Situation
| (2) Enemy activity:

.. Inoursion of about 600 Fortresses and Liberators with fighter cover from
0615 hrs into the area Seine estuary = Paris -~ Saarbruecken = Brussels and

the Scheldt estuary, dropping bombs on stations of Ssarbriicken and Searlautern
as well as on the airfields Ie Bourget, Champfleury, Juvincourt, Athies,
Oouvron, Florennes and Denain. Incursion of about 150 Halifaxes from

Q705 hrs on construction sites with bombing in the area Abbeville, Doullens,
and Hesdin. '

e About 1050 American and 650 RAF fighters meking bombing and gunning

" attacks attacks on the railway. station of Fussy (Bourges - Vierzon line);
line broken, as.well as in the Belgium~northern France area. Fighter-bomber
attacks also concentrated in the west Tilly breakthrough area as well as on
isolated objectives on the Coutances ~ La Haye du Puits line and west of
Cherbourge

Vary intensive close reconnaissance concentrating on area St Lo -
Villers Bocage = Falaise -~ Caemn.. : . ~

. (b) - Omn activity S .

Bombing oﬂ ship targets off and mining nofth of Orne estuary, pursuit
night fighting in area Noxwich, Cambridge, Ipswich.

Routine reconnaissance over Bisocay, Medi’cerré.nean, west of Heligoland
Bight and Demmark, air photography recomnaissance over Seine baye. )
Air supply Jobourg.
/Bartisan
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Partisan situation

Surprise attacks on members of the armed foroes in Brittany are on the
increase. A passengsr train stopped on 26 Juns by terrorists near Amnnscy
(Hte Savoie), 10 soldiers and L signal communication women auxiliaries
detained, but freed again after a fight with firearms. Appearance of
‘berrorists with armbands in areas free of troops.

29 JUNE, 194k

Ground Situation

Renswed ensmy advances against Bois de Bavent repulsed.

West of Tilly the enemy extended his breakthrough area with strong
artillery and air aoctivity into the distrioct both sides of Verson.

To the east of Baron enemy group attacking with 50 tanks was wiped out
by gun and mortar fa.re.

Desp:Lte enemy tank attacks Ga.vrus wa.s :nsoaptlued.

Villiers~Fossa.rd was won 'baok in a counter attaoke

Nothing special to report from the rest of the front.

Keil Gruppe: ' Enemy attacks with tanks on the whole front, concentrating
both sides of Branville, repulsed, Arrival of small bodies of enemy ships
~in Gherbourg observed. Nothing fresh to report from the town.

S:.tuatlon at sea

oft the Orne ostua.ry and to the north strong Shlp oonoentratn.ons observed.
(3 heavy bodies, 1 cruiser, 1 Monitor, 2 destroyers, a great number of large
troop tx'ansports) .

About 200 different sh::.ps lying at rest off Oourseulles.

North of Port en Bessin ~ Arromanches 1 oru:s.ser, 6 destroyers, 8 tra.nsports
and a.bout 200 small ships and 'boats.

Presuma.bly a.ugmented support to the eastern and oentra.l beaohhea.d. '

Air Situation

Enemy a.o‘bivity' " Incursion of about 400 ~ 450 Lancasters in the launching
areas with bombing in the zones St Omer and Abbeville.

- Incursion into German texritory by about 1000 ~ 1200 Fortresses and
Liberators with strong fighter cover towards Central Germany, bombing on.

Boelen hydrogenation works near Leipzig, and airoraft factories in Oschersleben,
Ma.gdeburg, Ieipzig, Wittenberg, Bernburg and Ascherslsben. Further sscondary
‘attack on Fallersleben Psople's Car factory, Stra.ssf‘urt I.faopoldshall Dessau
and Chemnitze

Fighter and fighter bomber operation by about 1500 US and 1200 RAF

" fighters (heaviest RAF fighter operation up to now since the start of the
invasion)e
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Partisan situation
- In Belgium the present apparent lull is being exploited for the
distribution. of arms and equipment in a given centre of aotion and for the .
preparation of a sudden and violent actions ’
In Brittany nothing new to report.

Scuthern France: Partisans still holding back; increase of the supply
flights. . : :

Inoreasing impression that a new general coup is being planned for
later on.

30 JINE, 194,

Ground Situation

To the east of the Orme nothing speoial to report. Our own attack
against the breakthrough on both sidss of Tourville was brought tq a stand-
still by enemy naval fire of a strength not hitherto experienced. Our own
troops have made a. temporary defence stand in the Linme reached which stretoches
from the hill north of Esquay-~Gavrus to western edge of Grainville),
Continuation of. the attack on the night 30 June « lst July intended.

‘ On both sides of the Moon &, Elle =~ St Io road strong enemy attacks
xepulsed throughout the course of the day,

Keil battle group: Enemy breakthroughs sealed off with our last resorves,
hard fighting at present going on against much superior adver o New
defence front in construction from Herquevills to Digulldville. From the
arrival of over 50 small enemy ships in Cherbourg harbour it is presumed that
the coastal batteries hitherto still in action have been taken,

It has been established with certainty that parts of enemy divisions
which have been active in the Cherbourg area are now in the area west and
south~west of Carentans :

-On the ground of contimuous supply lines (see Situation at Sea) the
strength of Montgomery's Army Group can be assumed to oonsist of about
30 divisions. ‘

Situation at gea,

North of Port en Bessin 1 cruiser, seversl destroyers and 10 - 15
medium ships. o e . i - N

Off Orme estuary 2 oruisers, off ILuo s.M. 1 oruiser, 16 large transports
and strong ship concentrations s Withdrewn to the north 1 battle ship and
- .further ship concentration. : ' . . ,

About 10 medium merchantmen and about 30 landing boats in the sea area
north of Courseulles =~ Iuc s.M, Lo

About 300 large and amall landing boats lying stationary west of
Arromanohes. 3 large transports and about 80 landing boats off Vire estuary,

unloadings in shuttle traffic.
[AMdx
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Air Situation

(a) Enemy activity:

Incursion in the morning by about 150 British four-engined airoraft in
the launching areas, bombing in the area Aumale-Doullens-Abbeville-St Omer.
Incursion in the afternoon by about 180 Fortresses and Liberators bombing in
the area Douai and Cambrai, on the airfields Le Culot and Coxyde as well as
on railway installations Ostende and Biache.

Throughout the day altogether about 350 Marauders in the operation,
presumably Seins estuary area and fighting zone.

Altogether about 2000 US and 800 RAF fighters (including fighter escort)
bombing the airfields Grevillers, Mondssir, Chartres, Conches, Evreux as well
as the railway stations Caulnes, Ies au Rais, Orleans.

In the fighting zone breakthroughs concentrating both sides of Tourville,
as well as on road objectives in the St Lo area as far as Periers. Long range
recormaissance especially on railway and road traffic as far as the line Paris-
Chaxrtres~Fougeres,. '

Strong close recomnaissence in the area both sides of Caen, and as far
as the line Falaise-Argentan-Vire.

(b) Own activity:
Mining in Seine bay.

Close recormaissance coast of Spain to north of Balearic Isles and west
of Sardinia as far as Corsica, further in Heligoland Bight as far as Demmark.

Alr supply to Jobourg carried through.

Partisan Situation

The order for the resistance movement to avoid open combat with German
troops in the first instance has been reconfirmed from various sides by agentse
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