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PLANS FOR THZ OCCUPATION OF MALTA (OPERATION "C3").

During the first ronths of 1942, the Suprene Commend began to plan
a 'coup de main' for the surprise occupation of Malta which was already :
besieged from the sky and blockaded from the sca, The surprise attack of
the Islend's defthces while in this-critical position, was to be known as
"Operation C3".

‘The plan was submitted to Hitler, who indicated that he fully agrced i

with a direct’ operation against the Islands - If British landing attempts were

not carried out in the West, which would have called for a concentration of
forces, he preoniscd the full co-operation of the Germen forces to ensure the
success of the operations Not only would Germany have put two battalions of
parachutists at our disposal, but she would have supplied a certain nunber of
cargo=-glidcers and a quantity of modern light tanks, which Would have been
espec:.ally suitable for this type of opersation.

The duty of preparing the special aerial requirenents for the
operation'd‘evolvgd upon the Italian Air Force General Staff,

The following were cssential for the success of’v't,he operation: -~
1o Accprate preparations carried out with _th_e naxinun of secrecy.
2¢. Alr and sea supremacy in the Central Meditefranea.n Sectors
3¢  Preliminary a:rld contim.lous blockade of the lialtese archipelagos

Le Continuous and hcavy borbing attacks aimed at the encry defences- as
ruch as possibic, to be carried out without indicating in which
arca the landings were to be at’cc-mted.

The Italian Air Force and the Sicilian Air Force began their attacks
on Malta from the first deys of the War, with bombing opcrations and the inter-
vention of fighter formations to meet the enemy.  Thesc operations were
carried out with the aim of reducing the aerial strength of the Islend,
smashing its defenced, airfield :mstd.lata.ons and administrative centres.

, - These methodically carried out operations kept the Island under
continuous control and-grcatly checked the naval traffic which wos attempting
to bring supplies of mc,n and mun:.’c:.ons to Malte from Gibraltar -and A.lcxandrn.a.

With the transfer of the 2nd C,A.T, (Germen Air Corps) to Sicily,
air operations werc intensified and in addition dive boribers were useds

The increascd strength of the Sicilien Air Force Command and the co= |
operation of the 2nd C.A.T., soon achieved the following results:; the gradual
but steady weakening of the air strength of the Island, with the destruction
of airfields and unit H.Q'se the destruction of Brlta.sh aircraft in the a:.r
and on the ground and the annihilation of the Island's A. A defences.

The intensified operations against the cneny convoys Wwhich were

* attempting to supply the Island led to the creation of an air and sea blockade,
-an indispensable condition for any future operations against the Malta defence

systen,

In April 1942, by which date it was considered that the defences .
would be disorgenised and sufficiently weaksned, the General Staff foresew that
the operation would a.,sumc certa:m charaoter:.stlcs and. issued the follow:.ng ’
operatlonal chrect:.ves.

 1. - Aim of the operatn.ono 'bhe surprise oCcupation of Malta.

2+ The operation, which would have the charao’cer.n_stlcs of a 'coup de main',
was to be carried out with adequate forces in the estimated meximum -

period of ten days.

/3,
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3«  The occupation of the Island was to be carricd out as follows:

() Night landings from the sca on the S.E. coasts of Malte with
adequate forces for such a specialiscd operation.

(b) * Night landings of paratroops in co-ordinestion with the sca lendings,
for thc purposc of aiding their success and procecding with the
occupation of the principel airficlds of the Island., All avail=-
ablv paratroops to be cmployeds : '

(c) Air trensport of units, as suon as the a*rflolds were available
for landings.

- (d) Transport of wnits by sca, to land at a favoursble moment at the
same places uscd by the troops mentioned a5 (a), in order to
counterbalance the effect of any possible delay in using air
transport, duc to unfavourable conditions on the airficlds.

(e) Peint landings by mcans of M, ToeB'se at as many coastal points as
possible,

Le Direct naval support to be uscd for the following purposcs:= -

(a) minesweeping;

(b) protection of convoys;

(c) essistance in landings;
- {d) clearing obstructions.

5¢ Indircct naval support tc be used for the purpose of hampering the
participation of cnery naval forces, and to engage thom if necessary,

6e  Air support, by both corbat and transport axrcraft to be given as laid
down in directives to be issued later.

In order to implement the asbove directives, the Gencral Staffs of
_the threec Services werc to c¢stablish a close liaison, to ensurc that the
operation would be carried out with all speed and efficiency.

These points, in particular, had to be borne in mind:-

(a) The composition of the Expeditionary Corps in troops\andAmaterial
and their employmcnt. '

(b) Meximum speed in the training and preparaflon of the paratroops and
airborne units and daily °uperv1olon of the aircraft needecd for

their transport. ,

(c) Specdy transfer of trcops and materials of the Expeditionary Corps,
from their bases to the air and naval take-off pointse

(d) Maintenance of troovs in a constant state of rcadincss for
transport by scae

The Italian Air Staff put forward to the Chicf of the General
Staff the view that the capture of Malta was primarily an air opcration
end that the ground and naval operations Wwerc necessarily of a supporting
nature. ' .

-

The operation, accordlng to the Itallan Alr Staff was to be
carried out as follows:~ .

/Phase 1.
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,’,‘3.
‘Phase 1 (Preliminary).

1¢ By means of destructive attacks the Air Fﬁroe would provide the essential
conditions for the possession of the Islands. '

2 The Air Force, with the aid of the information at its disposal, would
select the time for the operation, o , : ,
‘Fhase 2,
The Air Forcé would prepare the landing of the paratroops, give them air
cover and drop supplies, thus establishing & beachhead on the Island and
‘2 basc for the air and sea landings, S -
Phase 3

1s°  The artillery would take over the conduct of the ground opérafions;oh~.
' * the Island. : . : :

2o The Air Force would maintain superiority in the aire
.3‘ - The Air'FOrcd'woqld provide suppliesiahd maintain liaisog.

) .Therbonditions prevailing in Malta in April 1942, were due to the
following factors;= : .

(a) The precarious naval situation of the cnemy in the Mediterrancan
C (the almost compleote absence of battle ships and the absence of ,
aircraft carriers). -

(b) The Wearing;down of the Island'é defences'by the beseiging Axis |

forccs and by the operations of the Axis Air Force which were being
- conducted on an gver-increasing scalce - '

Air Forces necessary for the operations

It was assumed that a total force of not less than 1000 'aircraft of
all types would be nesded in order to maintain strong and unceasing attacks

and at the same time to carry out the following tasks, in co=operation with

the Naval forces:—
1s¢  Blockade of the Island;
24 | Proﬁeéfion of transport,
30 Transport Operations,
4s  Protection of ﬁéfal forces.
5¢  Attacks on shippinge
»6. Main%enance of liaison.

An essentinl condition for the success of the operation was the closest co-

ordination between the Italian Air Force and 0,B.S. (Southcrn irea Command of
the Luftwaffe).. o ‘

o In view of the great importance of the opcratioh, fhe Italian Adr
Force maintained that it was necessary to throw in all reserves available.
The number. of aircraft at its disposal would be approxinately as follows:~

" Pighters | 3 Stormi 240 aircraft
--Bombers - . 5 Stormi - %o "
Torpedo-carriers 2 Gruppi - o 30 "
/Dive
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Dive Bombers : 1 Gruppo . 18 aircraft
Assault aircraft (CR. :

L2 with glider bombs) 1 Gruppo 30 "
Transport aircraft 4 Storxmi ‘ 120 "

a total of about 578 aircraft whidh, with about 500 aircreft from Luftflotic 2,
was considered adequatc for the operations .

. The Air Staff drew up for the Supreme Command the cstimated order

~ of battle of the flying units on 1s% May and 1st June 1942, Tor cach datc,
- alternative plons were made, dependent on the various operational movess

The most favoursblc hypothesis wes based on the assumption that the 2nd
C.A.T. (Luftwaffc) would remain in Itely. This would be of great value in
case Malta, although militarily wcakened by the of fensive still in progress,

- could succeed in rcgaining some of its strength, through air re-inforcements

from England. If this hypothésis werc correct, a constant force of
Italian aircreft could be maintained in Sicily and the existing strength
could be almost dpubled by adding more fighters and torpedo=boiibers.

JHypothcsis Nos 2 alsc assumed that the German forces would remain
in Sicily, and dealt with the rossibility of the Italian Alr Force giving
the maximum co-operation in the operations against Maltae In thet case, the
gicilian forces would have becn strengthened with a dive=borber Gruppe from
the reserves, in addition to & fighter Stormo and torpedo=borber Stormos

_ Hypothesis Noes 3 foresaw the possibility of Malta being still
capeble of offecnsive and defensive action and the need for carrying out
continuous attacks against her, with Italian Air Forces onlye In that casc,
although it would not be possible to station a number of forces in Sicily,
equal to the number of Ttalo-Germen forces already therc, it would be
necessary to retain cortain units in order to keep Malta in a state of
subjection and with limited of fensive powers against our traffic with Libye
and against our southcrn bascse  For these tasks en addition of L4 bouber
Gruppi., 1 dive bomber Gruppo and one fighter Gruppo was forescens
Naturally such an increasc would mcen a loss for other requircments, and a
drain on our rescrvcse : ' .

Hypothesis Noe 4, which assumed that lialta had been occupied,
dealt with the forces nccessary for the defence of the Island, the defence
of Sicily and the defence of our naval troffic against attacks from
Alexandria and Gibraltars '

On the basis of the directives from the Suprene Cormand, the
Ttalian Air Steff made a careful study for the execution of the 'coup de
nein', in particular of the possibilities of a night landing by paratroops
Tt was considered that such lendings werc not very practicsble except in
moonlight, because of the necd for fornation flying, the dropping of troops
in different zones and for low level reconnaissance with crews well
acquainted with the terrain.

Having regard to the fact that the toke=of f of aircraft and the
landings of airborne troops could take place only in daylight, the follow=-
ing points had to be congidered in order to establish the earliecst and
most effective time for these operations:- '

(8) The attack could heve becn launched at fifteen minutes after
twilighte

(b) Allowing thirtyminutes for the asserbly and take-off of one
Gruppo of Se82's, which was sufficient to land & Battalion, the
formation could have been ten route! 45 minse. after twilighte

(c) 1If the operation had been fixed for the end of iay, the first
) attacks on the Island cquld,have taken plade at 07.05 hourss

/fearing*
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Bearing in mind the "above factors, and the nécessity of coinciding the -naval
landings with the dropping of paratroops, it was possible to formulate two
alternative plans:- ) ' .

1¢  Sea landings, followed by paratroop landings & few hours afterwards.
Whilst the first would have had to-take place during the night, the .
landing of paratroops would have been carried out during the hours of
the day, thus cnebling the defences to concentrate against the
individual paratroop units.

2,  Peratroops to land after dsybreak, followed by a landing from the seas
This plan hed the disadvantage of disclosing to the ecneny the arca
where the complex action hed to take plecc, would have brought up all
the mobilec rescrves to the most threatcnoed points and a large part
of the cnemy defences to bear on the paratroop landings, thus weakening

them at the crucial moments This grave disadvantege could have heecn
offset by heavy and incessant mechinc-gun attacks in the landing arcas,

Both plens proéontcd great difficulties and COﬁsidcrablo uncertainty. - The ,
ideal plan would have been to make the sea and air landings almost simultancously,
onc during the last hours of darkness and the other in the first hours of day-
light. s

As the success of the operation depended largely om the airbornc
Divisions, it seemed a good idea to concentratc thé paratroop descents at
three points instcad of six. These forces would aim at getting possessipn
of the two airficlds, in co-operation with the troops landed by sca. In
this way ‘the result of the attack on the airficlis would have been more
probable in spite of tho very strong garrisons. :

o e o+ A emomae e e o o

U;\gi‘s OF Ti{'xg ITALIAN AIR FORCE T0 Bi USED IV THE OPERATION, -
8 bombor Gruppl |
2 torpcdb—bombor Grgppi
| 1 dive=bonbor Gruppo
2 assa;lt Gruppi
5 fighter Gruppi
- . Phosc units had the following dutics: oxceution of offensive
operations, during and after the tcoup de main! (including thosc.of co-operation
with tho sca landings as forcseen by the Suprome Cormend); co-operation with

the landed troops; cmergency operations which may have beon'called for during
the course of the operation. ' ' ' ' i

OPERATIONAL TASKS OF THE AIR FORCE.

1+  Preliminary Phase.

(2). Intense and systematic bombardment of the Island, the attacks %o be
distributed so as to avoid giving the cnemy a chance of gucssing'
the particular zoncs where the air and sca lendings were to take

" place. The. dive-bonbing and machine-gunning attacks were to.hgve

cen aimed at the defenee fortifications, with special cmphasis on
the AA defencis, ' , :

(b) iVisual and photographic rcconnaissance of the discmbarkation zoncse
(¢) Sea reconnaissance over a large arca beginning from X Doy=2 ("x @ay"
was the date for the exccution of the 'coup de mein'), to ascertain
, énemy naval movementse »
'. . - . /20 A
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2, Operational Phasc: Part 1. (Paratroop and naval landings and tho

formation of bcachhcads).s

'

(2) Inte msificd bouber opcrations on the points choscn for thc lending

of paratroops, with a bricf pause, prior to the time fixzed for
landingss  Actions on the adjacent arcas and on thosé chosen for
the sea landings 1rmnec11at“ly prior to 'bhe time (to be arranged

- with the Navy) e

During the landings, low=level attacks to be carried out
against the adjacent zoncs, and against any potential sources of
danger to- the air and sca operations.

(b) Bonberdment of the zonc N.&. of the Robat-Zobbug-Tarxi and cn-

Marsa Scala Group, as forcscen in the Supreme Command directives
for the tcoup de main'.

(c) ' At the same time, the f‘blloWing operations were to toke placci= -

(1) delaysd action bombs and delayed action bombs with sclf
destroying fuscg to be dropped on the lincs of comaumication
and the approach roads to the important objectives (con’treo
of resistance, forts, pillboxes, ctcs) so as to create
"blockages, inflict losscs and hinder the movement and
replaconents of perscnnels :

(ii) inoa,nd'j.ary bonbs, to be dropped on ochc'blvos where the

effect would be greatest;

(iii)" foint attacks s co-ordinated with the other operations, for

- the purposc of diverting defences and to undernine orale;

(iv) smoke screen boubs to be dropped to hampor enery observetion

(a)

and reaction against- the low flying aircraft and paratroops;

(v) feint paratroop landings (from boubers) in arcas other then
those chosen for the actual sca and air la.n(llnbs 80 as 'I:o
confuse the Adefences as to the truo landing ZONCSe

In adaition to the above activitics, fighter sircraft were to
carry out attacks on lefence positions, proposel lunding arcas
and airfieldg; provide cover for the naval forceus, air transport
and borber f’)I‘Ha’b.L ms; and neintain air suprenmacy.

3. Operationsl Phase: Part 2,

" This

phasc was to be characterized by the airburnc lendings, after the

airficlds had beun mede serviceebles  The following operations were
envisaged: -

(2)

(b)
(c)
(@)

’

Offensive actions (bomhing, machine-guming, anti-personnel boumbs)
on tactive' objectives, that is thosc conoble of intervening
against our ground ulemcn'tu.

Bombardment of the zone North of the 'Victoria' linc.

Protection of transport aircraft.

Fighter operations in order to maintein full air superiority.

Lo . Operational Phasc: Part 3.

Air ﬁransport of various supplics, (Lood., mum.’clons \.’cc.) to be
carried out .in accordancc with thce progress of the o‘pcrat:.on.

G 168640,
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the help of the Navy had to be cnlisted in this Taske This included the
use of 5 or 6 submarincse

With the change in the situation on the Island, duc to the transfer
of fighters therc and the supply of arms end munitions by the minelsycr
I Menxmen', the 'coup de nain' plan was scrapped, and the possibilitics of an
attack in forcc werc considoereds

. _ This operation would consist of a quick succession of violent
attacks so as to gain a beachhcad for the landing of the forges, afterwards
developing into an opcration lcading to tho posscssion of the whole Island.
The nurber of paratroops availablc for the operation was considcred adequate
to resist for seversl hours sc as to cstablish a good footing for further
operationse Co

Assuming that our air and navel superiority would have overcome
the encry defences after a pericd of time, the gradual conquest of the
Island was to be carried out in the following stages:=

1e Preliminary operations aimed at disorgenizing and distracting the )
defences, :

2, Occupation by paratroops of a zone offering good landing possibilities
to light sea forces and airborne troopss

3, 'Sca landings of light forces in the above zone, together with sca and
- airborne lendings in the main- landing arcass

Lo Extonsion of the occupation, aftcr the conguest of the coastal strip
for the main lendings of troops end naterialse

5e Main landinge

6, Capturc of airfields;

Te Developiment of the operatioﬁs cn the Island for its final cnnqﬁest.A
It was decided that:-

(s) ‘the operation should take place at full roon and in favourdblo
weather conditions;

(b) the main landing should take placc at Marsa Seirseco, the sceondary

loanding of light forces, on the SW. ¢nast of the Island;
(¢) the paratroops should land ot 1600 hrs;

(@) the tcoup de uain' should take place in the Birzcbugiia~Calafrana
zone, that is in the part of the bay where the nain.discubarke-
tion would «ccur; :

(¢) the fast naval ships which were faking part in the 'coup de main'
and the landing of small nucleii of troops along the SW. coast
of thc Island, would havc to be in the arca before twilight,
when the naval landings' wore to take place;

(£) the ships to takc part in the main action were to lecave. Sicily
ot 1600 hrse ond the lending was to take plece at night, as
carly as possibles :

In order'to combat the possible intervention of'naval forccs from
Alexandrid and Gibialter, it wos arranged that all the bomber ond torpedo-
bomber units, togethor with fighter and assault aircraft if necessory,

_ which werc stotioned in Sardinia, Libya and the Acgean as wcll- as the
/torpedo~
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During ali operational phascs, torpedo=bombers were to stand by in order
to take=off at any moment to engage enor;y forces and ships transporting
re=cnforcencnts and suppl::.es. .

TR.ANS.E’ORT OF PARATROOPS. , : o

" The nuzber of 3,32 aircraft necessary for transporting the para=
troops was f‘lxod a'b 140, to beo allotted as follows:=

I Pa.r'atrfmp Ba.ttal:u)n, supported by one platoon of _

24.7 men and onc mortar platoon of 81 men 21 A/C
IT Paratro')p Battalion, suppor'bcd by 1 platoon of : .
l;.7 ren . o 19
v III‘ Paratro P Bat’cal:t.on, supported by one mortar .
: platoon of 81 imen ond one battery of 47 men = 2
IV Paratroop Battalion, supportod by onc mortar
platoon of 81 men and two platoons of 47 men ' - 23
V & VI Paratroop Battalions, supported by 1 mortar
platoon of 81 men and two batteries »f 47 men L6
2 Paratroop Regiment Coimends . ' ' 6
Paratroop Divisions Commend , 1
Total 140

TRANSFORT OF ATRBORNE DIVISIONS.

All available aircraft were to be used (transport units end eir
ln.no'%,'oxw*pt flying boats) for these operations, including those already
used for the dropping of pearatroopss A numbor of the flying boats would
have been adapted for a:.r/sea rescuc SCIVicCCSe

Plabessrifvsrevtbomtdmnbi ity

: - It was clear that the complex opcrat:.on could only be considered
_possible as -long as the 2nd C.A.T. romainod in Sicily, as the Italian A:.r
‘Forcc was not strong cnoug,h to conduct such an operation :Ltself‘. .

Meanwhile , as it was certain tha 'b the Brlt:.sh Ha.gh Co.mancl WOuld.
intervene with cvery naval and air mcans at their disposal in the Mediterranean
or at nearby bases, should Operation Ce3 be carried out, the Supreme Cormand
deemed it neccessary that every attenpt to hamper the cxccut:.on of. the plan |
should be attacked by mass forces and with the utiost determination. The
Supreme Cormand thercfore ordered all the Genocral Staffs concerned to make a
careful study of eny possibilities of cnery intervention and to. teke- the
necessary steps.

On ‘the 9th My, 1942, the 2300 ton m:.nelayer "Manxmen" entered Malta
end remaincd the whole of the following days - The ship immediately cntered
dock, where it was unloaded under- the protection of a well placed smoke-screchs
German and Italian aircraft attempted to hit the ship but were driven off by
the increased number of Spitfires which hed been scnt to the Island and by
the ground decfencese (44 Axis aircraft were lost on that day and .several
others were 'damaged). ~ . a

CHANGE OF I:"LANS

It had -olways been apparent that the qu»stn.on of supplies to Malta
was a vital one and cvery effort had been mode to -stop any kind of ship
bresking thc blockadcs As the Air Force could not cover all the sea routes,
. /the
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It was realised that, in order to overcome such formidable defences,
(1nclud1ng, AA defences and the Island garr:.son), a large scale
operation was ncccssary.

The meximum co-operation of the Air Force was nceded, in order +0
compensate for our :.nﬂern.or:l.ty at sea and also to neutralisc
the defences.

It would be necessary to land au our forces within a few hours

of the first embarkation, as owing to our weakness at sca, we could
not count on landing re-inforcements during the succeeding days.

Cn the other hand, in view of the difficulties in maintaining the
troops, it was nccessary to overcome the coastal and internal
defences as soon as possible, The most important was ’che Victoria
line (between Torre Meddalena and Ras ir Rahebi).

It was nccessary f‘or the attacking force to be rou.ghly twice that of
the defence, which was abcut 15,000 men. Allowing for the
inevitable losscs at sea, this mea.nt a force of between 35 and 40
thousand men, excluding the paratroop units.

In order to carry out the disembarkation of personnel, a special type
of landing croft was designeds This could take a cargo of 8 tons

and was capable of holding 40 men in addition to the crews The craft
was fitted with two silent motors, capable of propelln.ng, it at a

speed of 7 knots for 25 miles; it had a landing stage in the bow and
one machine-gun. With a hundred of these landing-craft it would have
been possible to abtempt the landing of the first 4,000 men forming ‘
the vanguard of the expedition, .

The tanks would have had to be carried on the larger craft, which

were adapted for them, whilst there would have bcen a need for at least
160 - 180 barges, cach holding 200 men. All would have had to be fitted

with landing stages and armed with automatic weaponsa

EXPEDI TTONARY CORPS FOR THE OCCUP.A.TION OF MALTA- °

of the following:=

G.168640

The forces to be used for carrying out opera’c:l.un Ce3 consisted

- XXX Army Corps - Gencral SOGNO

Friuli Infantry Division
Livorno Infantry Division
Superga. Infantry D:Lv:Lo.:Lon

-

- XVI Army Corps = General ROSSI

Assietta Infantry Division
Napoli Infantry Division

- Si:ecial landing troops

San Marco Regiment
A Detachment of the Blackshirt Bati#lion

- Reinforcement Units

The Pollowing were also part of the Exped:l.tlona.ry corps: -

=~ Airborne Army - Genera.l STUDENT

German Paratroop Division
Italian Paratroop Division

'Te Spezia'! Airborne Infantry Division /i
. e
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'l;o:q)eno-bomber units basecl on Sicily should attack these forces. The
following un:Lts were, dveilable for thesc duties:

SARDINTIA
Bb‘ch Torperlo—bomber .atormo - = Cagliari - . ‘
- 51st Bomber Gruppo ‘ ‘ - Villacidro 1X11,hcro
2hth fighter Gruppo A ‘ ~ Cagliari & Alghero
ABGEAN | |
1OL|.th Torpemc-bomber Gruppo ) ~. Rhodes
L1st Torpedo-bomber Gruppo . - = Gadure
L47th Boaber Stormo . - Gadura
, 1618t Fighter Gruppo . = Rhodes
LIBYA
131at Toipédo-iaombér'(}ruppo = Ke2
133rd Torpedo-bomber Gruppo - K.2 .
35th Bomber Storme o - Barce
50th, Assault Stormo - E = Derna
2nd Fighter 3tomo - = Martuba
l{-th Flgh'tel‘ S'bOI‘mO ’ T ™ es e
~"1501;h Fighter Stormo ' - = K3
- 3rd Fighter Gruppo , . : - K.2
~12th Fighter Gruppo ~ Castel Ben:.to
A160th Fighter Gruppo A - ~ Sorman :
SICILY -
‘ 'i}énd Torpedo~bomber Gi‘u'ppb B ' - Pantellerie.
130th' Torpedo-bonber Gruppo : - Pantelleria

Apart from the units mentioned abovo ail. those to be used for
operation 'C.3', no other serviceable units were in existence. . Thus the
whole of the Italian Air Porce in the Moditcrrancan scctor was to be used,
directly or indircctly. ‘The forces which were fo dcal with eneny
intervention (air & meh) in the Mediterrarean, would have taken off either
from Sicily, Sardinia, Libya cr tue Acgean a.ccording to the cituation and
the direction o the enemy threat, which would have been ascertained by means
of systematic recomnaissance and co-operation between fuperaereo, Super- '
marina and 0,B,S, : :

On the 3Cth May,.l1942, the Hupreme Command issued an order that,
in order to rrepare for Operation 'C.3!, all air trangport with Italian N,
" Africa was to be suspended from 1st June, with. the cv':ent:.on of the regular
c:Lv:Ll and postal alr services.
The Naval Supreme Command, szfter a study of the proposed operation -
against Malta came to the following conclusicng:m~
17« The operation was, without doubt, one of great difficulty, because
the defences could be consgidered cne of the most highly concentrated -
in the World, - It was estimated that the Coastal defences
of the Island cons:.s'bed of - 89 naval batteries, including 19 of
large calibre; various types of defensive obstructions in the most
important bays, besides those in the port of Valetta; submerged
barbed wire entanglements along the beachcs; all kinds of defences
(both active and passive), including high tonsion wire entanglements
- and mines on the beach. In addition, there were mirefields
encircling the Archipelago. As the batteries were either in caves
or in well-protected gun emplacements, they werc not very vuilnerable
either from the sea or the sky. -
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X + 1(day):
The advance from the beachhead would be carried out towards the North,
in the direction of Birzebbug,:_a. and in co~operation with the 'Friulit
Division, with the aim of eliminating the defences on the lower coastal

u‘bI“.l.p .

Continuation of the operation towards the North,

After having gained jossession of the Marsa Scirocco Bay and having
reached the Dingli, Shagra Tal Iskof, Sijuwi, Nicabba, Kirkop Gudia,-ishiak,
Zeitun and Marsa Scalc line, the opcra.tJ.on would have proceeded from the
Dingli - Sijuwi area towards the North, with the aim of capturing the Gargur
and Tal Maddalena positions and d:l.w.d:.nf' the Island in two, ovcrcoming the
defences of the Victoria line by attacking them frem the rear, cutting off
La Valetta and attacking it frcm all sides.

Night before X + N day

The 'Assiettat! Division would disembark in the Famagosto area and
afterwards in.the Dingli - Shagra Tal Iskof area in order to replace the
paratroop unitss

X + N Day

The landing of the !'Napoli! Division and the AA artlllery was to take
place at Marsa Scirocco.

Night before X + N + 1 day

The Napoli Division would take up positions in the Aijuwi zone; the
artillery of the Army Corps in the Dingli zonec.

X+N+1'day

The XVI Army Corps, supported by the Armoured Group would attack, with
the capture of the Gargur - Tal Maddalena positions as their objective;

~ The !Assietta' Division would attack the Rabat positions from Dingli, whilst
the 'Napoli! Division would advance to Zebbuj from Sijuwie.:

-~ Ore Rabat was occupied, part of the forces would face the Victrria line whilst
the rest would turn towards Gargur - Tal l‘mdrlalena, from Rabat and Zebbuj.

- In the final phasc, a regiment would be landed in the Saline bay; Cala
S.Marco and Torre Maddaleno area, supported by the !'Supergo! Division coming
from Gozo, in order to harrass the Gargur - Tal Maddalena positions frrm the
North as well,

PARATROOP OPERATTIONS

The paratroop o;perations viere aimed at forming a beachhead in the Southern

Sector of the Island, which included Dingli, Zurrico and Bubakra, and of
eliminating the cnemy defences within the besachhead itslf, in order to facilitate
the sea~landings,

Troops to be used:.

= Ttalian Paratroop Division

- 7th Germon Paratrocp Division

The launching of the Divisions had to be carried out in three waves on
the same day, the first in the worning, the second during the afternoon and the
third a few hours before nightfall, o '

/Fint
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‘ The Command of the airborne forces Would. havc been taken over by
OBS (German C-in-C, Southern Area) just before the operations . General
Carlo VECCHIARELLI, the Vice-Chief of Army Staff was to be in Command of
the whole Expcdmtlonary Corps. ' .

The broad outline of the operation, as planned by~ the ita.].:l.an
Army General Staff, was as follcws:=-

X day: Maximum 1ntcns:1.f1cat:.on of air operat:.ons on any obgect:l.vos capable

of interfering with our para.trmps. The Italian Para.troop
Division and the 7th German Division would have been dropped.in the
Dingli-Zurrico zone (Femagosta zonc) with the aim of forming a
beachhead and to mop up thc surv:l.v:.ng defenoes in this area,

X +1 (na.ghtl

The XXX Army Corps would have begun landings in the Famagos’ca area.,
with the Friuli Division and Armoured group, and the ’L:Lvorno'
‘Division,

The landing of the larger units would be followed by special
landing un:.ts, who would form small beach-heads, -

:

X + 1(day)

Operatibns for the Congquest of Marsa Scirocco

Ma:.n operation: This was to be carried cut in two phases, which in

favourable conditions could follow one another without breaking the
cont:.nu:.ty‘ and withiut the intervention of a second Division,

First Phase - .
The Fruili Division, ‘the 10th Armoured Group and the ‘German Paratrocp
Division had the task of cxtending the beach-head until they reached
the line of: Ta Kandia - Tad Dual caves - Tas Salib = Ta Karach - .
Ta Klantun - the he:.ghts to the N and § of Wied Il Koton - Ras 1tartals

Sucond Pha.se .

W:.th the entry of the 'L:.vorno' Division :.nto the operation, the
advance would proceed in thc direction of Ashiak - Zeitun and the Bay
of Marsa Scala for the occupation of Marsa Scirocco from the rear and -
the. consequent climination of the encmy defences. between ‘this line
and the sca. (A detailed operation was also foreseen for the elimine-
~tion of the Delimara Peninsula dc,fences by means of naval action)e

The prctectiond the Northern flank was entrusted to the Armourcd. Group

- which would co-operate with the German Paratroop Division coming from
the area to the East of Nicabba, The paratroops had the task of
extending the bcach-hoad and then advancing to the corquest of qlJlJWl.

Supplementary Operatlons.

X day: - At dusk airborne troops would land at Fort Benghalsa and in the

- arpa to the South of Calafrana, with the duty of a.nn:\.hllatlng
the defences of the Fort itself and of Calafrana.

X + 1(night):

Lendings of Infantry units and sappers to take pla.ce in the Fort

. Benghaisa area, with the aim of forming a small beachhead between

" Fort Benghaiss and Calafresne and e¢liminating the cxisting defences,
At the same time, assault groups were.to land on the East coast,
with a feint attack on the West -doast of the Delimera peninsula.

/X
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First wave -

- Italian Division: L4 Battalions with 47/32 guns
~ German Division: 6 Battalions with 4 gun de tachments

Operational Tasks:

(a) Occupation of the elevatcd plain of Dingli and the Eastern slopes
so 28 to meet any enemy attacks from the North and forming a
strong column for the naval beachhead; . o
(b) Occupation of the Zurrico - Krendi area in -order to gain possession
of the coastal road of Zurrico and Bubakra (from which we could
- beat off the attacks from Torri Zurrick) and the Krendi zane; the
occupation forces would advance immediatcly towards the West -
until they were in contact with the forces which landed at Jebel
Chantar, at Tal Provvidenzae '
(c) Mopping=-up opcrations fr-m the rear, immediate control of the roads, -
frem Tal Provvidenza to Ghar Lepsi and fram Zurrico and Grandi
to Torri Zurrick in order to hamper attacks on bridge
constructions etc, -

The launching of cne Battalion of assault engincers, transported by
gliders and with the duty of taking part in the elimination of the cxisting
defcnces behind the line held by the paratroops and the formation of three
small beachheads in co-operation with the troops to be transported by sea,
was to take place at the samc time as the launching of the first wave,

Sccond wave

-~ 2 Italian Paratrcop Battalions with supporting clements;
- 3 German Battalions with artillery and hcavy armamente

Operational tasks:

(a) Ro-inforcement of the occupicd zonc and completion of the
nopping up operations, ,

(b) Formation of reserves if possible, in order to mcet any counter-
attacks and to ensure unhampered fire by the batteries against
the forces coming from Rabat,

Third wave

Other re~inforcing elements of the two divisioné werc to be launched in
order to give full support to the organisation of the defences.

Mine-laying

.

In order to protcct the beachhead, mine-ficlds had to be laid if
possible, with the dropping of 4 Kg.' delayed action bembs by the Alr Force,

o0o

EPILOGUE

The Libyan battle began @h the 26th May,1942, In accordance with
orders from Field Marshal Rommel, a large scale offcnsive was carried out by
Italian and German troops, wiich soon led to the breaking of the British lines
of defence and the occupation of Tobruke In view of the decision taken by
the High Comwand to comtinue the advance in order to attempt the invasion of
‘Bgypt, it was nccessary to put off operation !'C.3' in order to put all the
avalilable forces into the battle.

Subsequer.tly, the tide of battle turned and the British counter—
offensive which followed led to the occupation of Libya, Tripolitania ond
finally of Tunis, With the loss of this last bulwark of resistence in
Africa, the plan for the invasion of Malta was finally abandoneds
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