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Just prior to this original requirement for 5,000 paratroops the decision had
been taken to raise an irregular force known as Commandos, the Directorate
of Combined Operations being set up for this purpose. In the view of Staff
officers at that time the idea of a soldier entering the battlefield in a vertical
instead of a horizontal direction was highly irregular. The first trained para-
troops accordingly became No. 2 Commando. In September 1940 however,
the decision was taken to train 500 troops for general parachuting duties, for
pathfinder and sabotage work as well as for the raiding and assault parties
originally envisaged. Consequently in October 1940 the Commando was merged
into a new formation, No. 11 Special Air Service Battalion, whose duties
embodied all of these tasks. By the early summer of 1941, the Battalion was
up to strength. .

Immediately following the Chiefs of Staff’s decision of 30 May 1941 the
Chief of the Imperial General Staff ordered the raising in the United Kingdom
of a parachute brigade of about 2,400 men. These men would be required
either as a component of a gliderborne force, or as an independent body for
field operations, or for sabotage. It was realised that, owing to the shortage .
of aircraft, it might prove impossible to drop the whole brigade in one lift but
in spite of this the brigade should be trained and ready for operations within
a year. Brigade Headquarters, two more parachute battalions and an airtroop
R.E. were to be raised at once ; the raising of a fourth battalion and other
special units such as Artillery, Signals, Medical and Supply, and possibly Light
tank detachments, were approved but were not to be raised until later.

The whole question of paratroop service was now reviewed. consideration
being given to the advisability of turning 'over selected units en masse to
~ parachuting duties. Such a policy had obvious advantages, mainly because it
was a quicker way of producing a training unit, but also because the unit
esprit de corps was maintained and because administration was ‘so much
easier. Nevertheless parachuting being an individual act required considerable
determination and great physical fitness: if a unit were turned over en masse
a high proportion of the men in it would be found to be unfit for the task either
physically or psychologically, many of them being too old.

~ As no difficulty was anticipated in training the new battalions by the summer
of 1942 the decision was made in favour of keeping to the * volunteers only ”
principle. After consideration of the rates of pay for comparable duties in
the other services, submarine service in the Royal Navy and flying pay in
the Royal Air Force, a new rate of parachute pay was fixed at 4s. per day
for officers and 2s. for other ranks. An age limit of 22-32 years and a top
weight limit of 196 lbs. were also introduced®.

These were the terms of service offered when on 28 August 1941 United
Kingdom Commands were notified of the decision to form two new battalions
. and volunteers up to a maximum of ten from each unit> were called for.
Headquarters No. 1 Parachute Brigade and Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Parachute
Battalions formed in September 1941 under the command of Brigadier
R. N. Gale. No. 11 S.A.S. Battalion. became No. 1 Parachute Battalion
under Lt.-Col. E. E. Down, and Lt.-Col. Flavell and Lt.-Col. Hope-Thompson
commanded Nos. 2 and 3 Battalions respectively®.

1 War Office Narrative ‘* Airborne Forces ™, Chapter II1.

2 This maximum was designed to prevent units being unduly ‘depletod by the loss of too many
of their better men. )

3 A.M. File 10582, Part I: Encl. 188. War Office Narrative * Airborne Forces . Chapter IT1.
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The first pupils to jump did so on 22 July 1940, one or two of the descents
being made in the pull-off style but this was shortly afterwards discontinued
- and all exits were made through the aperture.

On .25 July a fatal accident occurred when a pupil, Driver Evans, jumped
~ using an American type statichute. It was an inherent fault of this type that
in the case of a bad exit the wearer could turn and entangle himself in the
emerging parachute thus causing a premature breakaway of the static line.
This had occurred in Driver Evans’s case and all jumping was cancelled pend-
ing a full investigation into the problem. On 30 July, however, the first tests
were made on a new type of statichute designed by Mr. Quilter of the G. Q.
Parachute Co. of Woking. The success of the new type was such that the
Air Ministry decided that it should entirely replace the American type.- Five
hundred trial descents with dummies were immediately carried out and on
8 August, nine days after the initial test, the first live descents took place
with the “ G.Q.” statichute!. ' '

The design of the “ G.Q.” embodied a revolutionary characteristic. Hitherto
both parachutes and statichutes had been so packed that the canopy emerged
first followed by the rigging lines. With the “ G.Q.” this sequence was re-
versed, the effect being similar to the method used during the war of 1914-1918
when the parachute was packed in a cone attached to the side of the cock-

~pit. The downward velocity of the falling body is thus transmitted smoothly
through the rigging lines to the canopy causing it to fill with air more quickly,
but less suddenly than by the old system. The comparative absence of
shock load, i.e. the “ jerk ” as the canopy opens and the rigging lines suddenly
become taut, was most noticeable with the “ G.Q.” type of statichute and
all the instructors who carried out tests on 8 August 1940 remarked upon this
fact.

As was to be expected the “ G.Q.” brought with it various teething troubles
each of which was carefully investigated as it became apparent and all were
eventually overcome. An example was the danger of the canopy fouling the
non-retractable tailwheel of the Whitley, Such a case did in fact occur
during the trials with the dummies and a temporary solution was found by _
dropping only while the aircraft was flying in a shallow glide. Later the
fitting of ““ spats ” covering the tailwheels was found to be a more satisfactory
safeguard.

The Central Landing School was three months old when the Central Land-
ing Establishment was officially opened on 19 September. During that time
961 live jumps were made, and 342 pupils had received instruction. Of these
290 had successfully completed the course, although they had to return later
for more advanced training such as stick jumping. Of the remaining 52, 30
men had refused to jump; seven had been returned to their unit for dis-
ciplinary reasons; 13 had received minor injuries such as sprains and were
temporarily unable to continue training ; and two had been killed. Of the 30
who refused 17 did so before their first jump, although many of them got as
far as sitting over the hole. Eight refused after their first jump, two after
their second and one after his fourth. One or two in every dozen were
reported to have no apparent nervous reaction at all and indeed appeared

1 O.R.B. of the P.T.S., July 1940.
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THE RHINE CROSSING

GERMAN CHILDREN WATCHING DAKOTAS
PASSING OVERHEAD ON 24 MARCH 1%45

194



THE RHINE CROSSING

HALIFAX A/C TOWING HORSA GLIDERS OVER
THE FRENCH COAST ON 24 MARCH 1945

Fic. 13
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DIREC-

TIVE
FROM
SHAEF

CON-
FERENCE
FAAA
WITH
APPRO-
PRIATE

ARMY
GROUP

OUTLINE
PLAN

68324

ISSUANCE
AND
DISTRI-
BUTION
OF A
PLANNING
STUDY
BY FAAA

SCHEDULE OF PLANNING FOR AIRBORNE OPERATION

A.l
INITIAL PLANNING
CONFERENCE by FAAA
with Airborne and Air
Commanders invelved

(a) General plan of whole operation.

(b) Mission of the Airborne units to
include general destination date
and approximate hour of
landing.

(¢) Command and composition of
airborne units.

(d) Command of and composition
and equipment of Air Force
units to provide lift.

(e) Operational centrol.

(f) Outline plan for supply and
re-supply.

(g) Air support plan for convoy and
for ground operations.

(h) Airfields available for operation
and route limitations.

(i) Plan for co-ordination with other
forces.

(j) Cover plan.
(k) Security plan.

(/) Planning and responsibility for
rehearsal.

(m) Intelligence and sources of intel-
ligence including photographs,
maps, models and priorities for
obtaining them.

(n) Signals and communications
arrangements.

(0) Special equipment and adminis-
tration arrangements including
Air/Sea rescue equipment.

(p) Navigational aids.

(g¢) Arrangements for altering or

cancelling operation,
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B.1

INITIAL STUDIES—
AIRBORNE COMMANDER

(a) Mission and plan of action of
Unit upon landing.

(b) Strength and composition of
Unit,

(¢) Equipment and weapons to be
taken within weight limitations.

(d) Composition and equipment of
all subcrdinate Units and their
commitment priority.

(e) Lift requirements of subordinate
Units.

(f) Training and rehearsal require-
ments.

(g) Supply and re-supply require-
ments.

(h) Amphibious lift requirements.

() Intelligence requirements, recon-
naissance.

(k) Movements and bivouac re-
quirements.

B.2

INITIAL STUDIES—
TROOP CARRIER
COMMANDER

(a) Availability and status of air-
craft, equipment and crews.

(b) Condition and equipment of
available airfields.

(¢) Intelligence information and fur-
ther intelligence requirements
reconnaissance.

(d) Metecrological astrocnomical in-
formation.

(e) Restrictions imposed by plans
for co-ordinating with other
Services.

(f) Tentative flight plans.

(g) Air support plan and require-
ments.

(h) Arrangements at departure air-
fields to include traffic control
and service facilities.

(j) Provision of pathfinder aircraft
to include system for marking
landing, and dropping grounds.

C.1

CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE
AIRBORNE AND TROOP
CARRIER COMMANDER

(@) Number and types of available
aircraft,

(b) Load capacity of each type of
aircraft,

(¢) Definite selection of L.Z.s and
D.Zs.

(d) Pathfinder methods and require-
ments.

(e) Size and shape of serial forma-
tions.

(f) Order of arrival at D.Z.s and
LZs.

(g) Air Movement Tables.

(h) Allotment of aircraft and air-
fields to each Airborne Unit.

(j) Communications arrangements
in depar.wre areas.

(k) Supply and re-supply plans.

(/) Plans for movements to and
billeting at airfields.

(m) Plans for loading to include
parking diagrams, timing, and
motor transport traffic control.

(n) Disposition of glider pilots,
parachutes and containers after
landing in combat zone.

(o) Training and rehearsals.

(p) Briefing arrangements.

(g) Reconnaissance arrangements.

(r) Signals arrangements.

(s) Security arrangements.

ANNEXURE 1 TO APPENDIX 3
to SHAEF Op. Memo. No. 12
dated 13th March, 1944

(Issued 4th November, 1944)

D.1

PLANS AND ORDERS OF
AIRBORNE COMMANDER

(a) Training programme.
(b) Rehearsal plans.

() Initiation of steps necessary to
obtain special equipment re-
quired.

(d) Movement to departure bases
and occupation of base bivouacs.

(e) Loading plans.
(f) Air Movement table.

(g) Field orders for operation to be
conducted immediately upon
landing.

(h) Supply and re-supply plan.

(/) Final briefing, issue countersign,
exact destinaticn made known
to all ranks.

D.2

PLANS AND ORDERS OF
TROOP CARRIER
COMMANDER

(a) Training programme.
(b) Rehearsal programme.

(c) Procurement of rehearsal facili-
ties.

(d) Procurement of additional ser-
vice facilities.

(e) Loading plans.

(f) Movement Table.
(g) Intelligence.
(h) Flight plan.

(j) Preliminary briefing of key
personnel.

(k) Traffic control, air and ground.

(/) Plan for servicing and replace-
ment.

(m) Field Orders.
(n) Security arrangements.
(0) Final briefing.

(p) Forced landing and air/sea
rescue procedure,

(g) Escape procedure.






will not obscure the “ T ” or the identifying letter. The axis of the
“T” will be parallel to the line of flight, with approach, up the
stem. The jump signal will be given when the leader of the
formation is over or level with the head of the “ T ™. Six panel
strips will be used, three (3) across the top of the “ T ”, and three
(3) forming the stem. Panels will be spaced one panel length apart
(see A below): -

A—DAY—D.Z. B—NIGHT—D.Z.
| | | " I X ® ® ®

X)

| :
Panels ‘ ' Lights
length apart X) 25 yards
15 feet L ’ , apart
X)

Line of Flight

(2) By Night :—The standard night marking for each D.Z. will consist of
lights forming a “ T ”, with at least four (4) Holophane lights across
the top and at least three (3) Holophane lights forming the stem,
all lights being twenty-five (25) yards apart. Lights to be red,
green or amber, and with 180° screening. The number and colour
of the lights in the “T” at each D.Z. to be agreed between the
airborne and air commanders, to meet conditions encountered.
The tail light of the “ T ” will be the code light. The Eureka will
be placed within a radius of 100 yards from the head of the “T”

. (see B above).
(c) Marking of Landing Zones

(1) By Day :—The day marking of glider L.Zs. will be by panel “Ts ”,
panel code letters and coloured smoke. Panels will measure twelve
(12) to fifteen (15) feet by three (3) feet. The “ T ” for L.Zs. will
be laid with the stem parallel to the line of glider landing, and so
as to be readily observed from aircraft running in from Target R.V.
to L.Z. The direction of landing so indicated will be not more
than 90° out of wind, the amount depending on wind strength and
on configuration and shape of L.Z. the best compromise being
adopted. White smoke will be placed in the same manner as for
a D.Z. The Eureka will be placed in such a position relative to
the direction of run in of aircraft from Target R.V. to L.Z. that
gliders can be brought in to a point where they can execute
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