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OLD SWAN &
MINSTER MILL

Your CoTsSwoOLDS
RETREAT

Only 10 minutes away!

Nestled within 65 acres of beautiful countryside, we offer an
unforgettable setting for group experiences, riverside celebrations,
team-building moments, outdoor dining, family activities and
peaceful scenic breaks. Our flexible event spaces and beautifully
styled accommodation make it easy to host everything from team
gatherings to private dinners and family occasions, with cosy rooms
and spacious riverside suites for guests to relax and unwind.

For ultimate relaxation, guests also have access to The Garden Spa,
with three tranquil treatment suites, an indoor heated plunge pool,
a rock sauna, an aroma steam room, tropical showers and more;
perfect for unwinding after a busy day or adding a touch of
indulgence to your stay.

Whether visiting for casual meals or special events, our restaurant
and traditional pub serve seasonal dishes, classic favourites and
tailored group dining options. And with the estate just over a
10-minute drive from RAF Brize Norton, you can enjoy countryside
calm with the convenience of being so close, ideal for spontaneous
escapes, extended stays and well-planned get-togethers alike.

To enquire scan the QR, call 01993 774 441
or visit www.oldswanminstermill.co.uk

OLD SWAN & MINSTER MILL
MINSTER LOVELL
OXFORDSHIRE

OX29 ORN

OLDSWAN.MINSTERMILL

BROWNSWORD HOTELS




Serving in the Armed Forces?

Buying a Home Doesn’t Have to Be Hard

PFL Mortgages provides a FREE, end-to-end mortgage service
exclusively for serving personnel and their families

We Handle Everything

Y cioar exper uidance from iniat enauiry 4
& Fr s e
Yoo rogotatinguith esatesgorts
oMoy
23 cutcing you through the whote procsss

P ercoptonatcustomer rovews

Why PFL Mortgages?

Buy now, rent until you leave service
100% FREE for military families Forces Help to Buy support
Best deals with all top Lenders Friendly expert advisers

Experts in BFPO & military payslips Proud supporters of SSAFA

Meet our Newest Armed Forces Mortgage Adviser

Lucy is a military wife with 7+ years’ experience handling military
mortgages. Her serving husband was recently posted to RAF Brize
Norton after 3 years at RAF Akrotiri (Cyprus).

Lucy says, “I’'m thrilled to have joined the amazing team at PFL
Mortgages. Now living in Carterton, I’'m excited to be part of the
community and can offer face-to-face appointments,

including home visits.”

Get in touch with Lucy now on:

07931 853 232 | lucy@pflmortgages.com

Still not convinced? Request a
To find out why PFL Mortgages are a top call Back
choice broker for the UK Armed Forces,

just ask ChatGPT or Grok to get an or visit
unbiased opinion. pflmortgages.com/armed-forces

Q PFL Mor'rgages Get in touch today

‘8 01332300000
& hello@pflmortgages.com

Lucy Ladds

Proudly supporting those who serve
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MESSAGE FROM EDITOR
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EDITOR’S FOREWORD

Hello everyone, and welcome to the Spring/Summer
edition of 51 Degrees North, the station magazine of

RAF Brize Norton.

s the lighter months arrive,
the station continues to
operate at pace, balancing
an exceptionally busy
operational programme alongside the
events, activities and achievements
that make Brize such a unique
and vibrant place to work and
live. This edition brings together
just a snapshot of that activity,
showcasing the people behind
our output and the teamwork that
underpins everything we do.

Over the coming months, we will see
flying operations, engagement activity
and community events sit alongside
the day-to-day delivery delivery of
global Air Mobility. From training

and exercises to charitable efforts,
visits and station initiatives, there is
always something happening and this
edition reflects that breadth of effort
and commitment across the force.

Spring and summer are also a time
when we look outward, strengthening
links with our local community and
welcoming opportunities to represent

the RAF beyond the station gates.
Whether through public engagement
as we showcase in this edition,

the recent RAF Falcons Launch

Day, education visits or supporting
local events, Brize continues to
demonstrate professionalism, pride
and approachability in all that it does.

As ever, this magazine would not
be possible without your continued
support and contributions. Your
stories bring the station to life

and ensure 51 Degrees North
remains a true reflection of the
people who serve and support
here. Please keep sharing your
news, no achievement is too small,
and every contribution matters.

I hope you enjoy reading this
edition as much as we enjoyed
bringing it together. Whatever the
season brings for you, stay safe and
thank you for everything you do.

Until next time,
Anita - MCO
Editor 51 Degrees North

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES BY 17TH AUGUST

Your article should aim to be between 300-500 words in length, with a high resolution picture over 1MB for every 100 words you write.
You should ensure that personnel/activities in photos are named and that you provide the author’s details, in case we require any more
information. Send your completed articles to BZN-51DegreesNorth@mod.gov.uk. We look forward to receiving your articles and make every

DEADLINE

effort to publish as many of them as possible.

BRIZE NORTON SUMMER 2026



RAF Chaplain receives
Distinguished Alumni Award

quadron Leader Imam Ali Omar

has received the Distinguished

Alumni Award 2026 during the 62nd

graduation ceremony at the Islamic
University Madinah KSA during a ceremony
held on 27th April 2026. The award was
presented by the Governor of Madinah KSA
HRH Prince Salman bin Sultan bin Abdulaziz
and the Chancellor of Madinah University
HE Dr Saleh bin Ali Al-Ugla. A total of 3328
students graduated on that evening from
180 countries. Madina University has so far
graduated over 150,000 students since its
inception in 1961.

The journey to receive the award was
preceded by a letter from the university
informing Imam Ali Omar of his nomination
in recognition of his exceptional academic,
religious and community contributions,

as well as exemplary representation of

the Islamic University and its graduates
worldwide. The award carries enduring
recognition, including formal recording of
Imam Ali Omar’s name in the University's
distinguished alumni register, an honour roll
that preserves and celebrates the legacy of
the most impactful graduates in the history
of the University.

For the Imam, winning this award was
groundbreaking and overwhelming.

As the Imam to HM Armed Forces and the
first Imam to commission into the RAF,
working as a regular chaplain at RAF Brize
Norton, the award is a culmination of hard
work, exemplary teamwork and diversity

of the RAF and the Chaplaincy profession.
Being recognised globally shows the impact
we are making to the Royal Air Force and
UK Armed Forces, breaking stereotypes and
international outreach. As a chaplain the
Imam works with colleagues from diverse
backgrounds, this also includes providing

frontline support to our Military personnel in

UK and overseas.

Squadron Leader Imam Ali Omar said:

“Il would like to dedicate this award

to my team at the RAF Brize Norton
Chaplaincy and the Station Commander
at RAF Brize Norton. | am also grateful
to the RAF Chain of Command

who spearhead my leadership and
management endeavours. It is my
sincere hope that this award and
recognition show the viability of a
Muslim to join and work in our Armed
Forces; an honour that | carry and feel
proud to serve my country and faith. “

BRIZE NORTON SUMMER 2026



Are you looking for a
Boarding School?

Let Claire Calder guide you.

e
W ) 'f .‘

With her personal experience as a boarding school parent
and as a Forces wife, Claire understands the unique challenges
mi|ifory families face. She offers a fu”y persono|isec| odvisory

service - from your first phone call to the moment your child

f()\
E%:%E - Placement at the right UK boarding school Claire Calder

3
+ Advice on Forces and FCDO discounts ,
Knowledgeakle

[=] * Support with private tutoring and revision courses Caring Experienced

begins their boarding school journey.

claire@clairecalderconsultancy.com  +44 7586 294687  www.clairecalderconsultancy.com




enowned for their precision, skill

and professionalism, the RAF

Falcons delivered a dynamic

parachute display, showcasing
the very best of military parachuting to
festivalgoers from across the UK. Their
performance combined high-energy
aerial manoeuvres with engaging
ground interaction.

The Great British Farm-Fest celebrated
British farming, rural life and community
spirit, offering a unique platform to
connect with audiences of all ages.

The inclusion of the RAF Falcons adds

a distinctive element to the festival
programme, reinforcing links between the
Armed Forces and local communities.
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As ambassadors for the Royal Air Force, the
RAF Falcons play a key role in promoting
the Service through public displays

and community engagement. Their
participation in events such as the Great
British Farm-Fest supports wider defence
engagement objectives, helping to raise
awareness of RAF careers and inspire
interest in aviation and military service.

Festival organisers welcomed the addition
of the RAF Falcons to the programme,
recognising the strong appeal of the team
and their ability to bring communities
together through a shared spectacle.

For one young lad, meeting the RAF
Falcons was extremely meaningful and
memorable as his grandfather had served
as a Parachute Jump Instructor (PJI) at RAF
Brize Norton.

To keep up to date with the RAF Falcons
and their upcoming appearances
throughout the 2026 display season, follow
them on social media across Facebook,
Instagram and X.

BRIZE NORTON SUMMER 2026
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BADBURY GREEN | LYNEHAM MEADOWS ' DISCOVER BRAND NEW
HOMES IN FARINGDON
AND CHIPPENHAM

A Wain home is more than just
a space to live, it’s a place that
lets you be you. Our homes come

complete with an all-inclusive

specification, with so much more as
standard - included in the price.’

2,3,4 &5 bedroom homes available

FIND YOUR KIND OF PERFECT AT
WAINHOMES.CO.UK

HOMES

Images are illustrative only. *T&C's apply, available
on selected developments and plots only.
Standard specification may vary between regions
and developments.

WAIN HOMES LAUNCHES ARMED FORCES HELP-TO-BUY

Service personnel at RAF Brize Norton can now benefit from Wain Homes’ Armed Forces
Help to Buy scheme, designed to make purchasing a home more accessible for those in
active service.

The scheme allows eligible Service personnel to borrow up to 50% of their annual salary,
interest-free, up to a maximum of £25,000, providing valuable support when taking the step
onto the property ladder or relocating as part of a new posting.

Independent housebuilder Wain Homes has over 50 years’ experience delivering high-
quality, energy-efficient homes in well-connected locations across the region.

Just 10 miles from RAF Brize Norton, Badbury Green in Faringdon offers a range of two, three,
four and five-bedroom homes, designed for modern living and featuring energy-efficient air
source heat pumps.

For those looking for a relaxed Wiltshire village setting, Lyneham Meadows near Chippenham
offers a selection of new two, three and four-bedroom homes with excellent transport
connections.

Both developments benefit from Wain Homes' all-inclusive specification, which includes
flooring throughout, integrated appliances, fitted wardrobes, a choice of kitchen finishes and
much more as standard.




PREMIUM CURATED
WHISKY EXPERIENCES - -
FOR MESSES, VENUES k]_W
AND CORPORATE
EVENTS. s _
](_“"[(‘_( (l ,1(_-.1

From Barrel & Brand Ltd s h l

EXPERIEHETIAL TASTIRG

Barrel & Brand provides fully hosted Whisky,
Wine and Gin masterclasses designed for
Officers” and Sergeants’ Messes, offering a _
premium social experience for members, . |_ \X/A EDINBURGH
guests and informal mess events. WHISKY ACADEMY

Ideal for mess dinners, dining-in nights,
charity evenings and private functions
An excellent event for Team Building
Adds a distinctive, bookable experience to
the mess calendar
Encourages member engagement and
supports bar/event activity
Fully hosted by knowledgeable presenters,
with minimal impact on mess staff
Tailored tasting flights available across
whisky, wine, gin and world spirits

For more details email us via

Info@BarrelandBrand.co.uk e E=rhy ' ] Fully self contained, experiential whisky
R . > tasting for up to 35 guests.

Call, +44 (0) 121 630 4880 2 15t e We bring everything including the
. . | - [ , the whisky, the quiz and th
or visit the website - giasses e |<Iusu§,hs.e dHiedne e

www.barrelandbrand.co.uk - Booking now for Summer and Winter 2026

A DRAM
OF DESTINY

A MOMENT THAT
MOVES THE WORLD

On the 30" January 2027, we'll come Together in Edinburgh for what
aims to be the world's largest Burns Night, and the Largest Whisky
Tasting ever attempted. A night that will truly unite the world in
Scottish spirit.

*undraising MEWORLDS LARGEST
n support of B BURNS SUPPER

MY L WHISKY TASTING
NAME'S DON'T JUST WATCH HISTORY HAPPEN, BE PART OF IT

DODDIE Register Now @

FOUNDATION WWW .DRAMOFDESTINY.CO.UK
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MANOR FARM
NURSERY
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“Providing quality early
years education from
3 months to Preschool
and a Holiday Club for
Reception-1ear 6”

WHY CHOOSE US? OPEN: 7:30-18:00

- Experienced and qualified team YEAR ROUND

- Early Years Education from 3

months to Preschool Offering 15 universal hours and up to
- All staff trained in safeguarding 30 hours from government funding
and paediatric first aid for eligible working families (from the
- Ofsted registered and insured Term after they turn 9 months), and for
- Experienced in identifying and eligible 2-year-old non-working parents.
supporting children with SEN

- Safe and enclosed outdoor setting All childcare voucher schemes and tax-
~ Dedicated chef free childcare payments accepted.

07760 788 081 | www.themanorfarmnursery.co.uk

themanorfarmnursery@eygloucestershire.co.uk

'The Manor Farm Nursery, Manor Farm, Burford Road, Lechlade, GL7 3EX



Tactical Medical Wing Marks 30 Years of Service

Tactical Medical Wing (TMW), based at RAF Brize Norton, have marked 30
years of operational success and significant achievement with a high-profile
Capability Demonstration Event, launching a programme of commemorative
activities to celebrate three decades of service.

he event showcased the Wing's
specialist medical capability,
operational readiness and
expertise, highlighting the
critical role TMW has played in supporting
Defence operations at home and overseas
over the past 30 years. Invited guests,
stakeholders and partners gained an
insight into how the Wing continues
to evolve to meet current and future
operational demands.

Serving as the opening event in a series
of 30th anniversary commemorative
activities, the Capability Demonstration
Event reflected on key milestones and
achievements, while also recognising
the people whose professionalism

and dedication have underpinned the
Wing's success.

Senior leaders attended the event
to underline the Wing's enduring
contribution to Defence, its commitment Further events are planned throughout

to excellence, an.d its ability to deliver . the anniversary year to celebrate Tactical
world-class medical support in demanding  pedical Wing's heritage, its ongoing
operational environments. operational impact, and its forward-looking

. . i role as a critical Defence medical capability
Officer Commanding Wing based at RAF Brize Norton.

Commander Rosie Barrow said:
“The Capability Demo Day
showcased Tactical Medical Wing
at its very best; a team defined
by professionalism, innovation,
courage, and relentless
operational readiness. As we
open our 30th anniversary year,
it is a powerful statement that
our strength lies not only in the
breadth of capability that we
deliver, but in the exceptional
people and partnerships behind
it. Today’s demonstrations
brought to life a force that is
agile, credible and ready to
respond wherever and whenever
it is called upon - a capability
built over three decades of
excellence, and one that will
continue to rise to the demand of
whatever lies ahead.”

BRIZE NORTON SUMMER 2026 13



Lance Media Group
provides a range of
Sales, Marketing and
Design services.

Loncemedia

Group td

WE PRODUCE:

* Magazines ¢ Journals * Newsletters

* AND MUCH MORE...

* Commemorative Programmes

® Calendars

Contact us to discuss your
design and marketing needs:

E: info@lancemediagroup.co.uk
T: 01536 334 221
W: www.lancemediagroup.co.uk

DZ SPORTS LTD,
HINTON AIRFIELD,
STEANE,
BRACKLEY,
NORTHANTS,
NNI13 5NS

+44.1295812101
WWW.DZSPORTS.COM

High Lodge is a beautiful riverside farm in Abingdon, Oxfordshire
running family friendly seasonal events for thousands of visitors
each year.

We are four sisters who are passionate about farming and connecting
children to the British countryside. Our aim is to provide farm-
themed outdoor fun that will leave your little ones with rosy cheeks
and happy memories. We also run a family and dog-friendly campsite
overlooking the River Thames.

We are based in a field off the A415 Abingdon Road, Culham,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 3BN.

We're about a mile from Abingdon’s Rye Farm Car Park and 0.4 miles
from the Europa School. Look out for the two metal gates on the side
of the road and park in the grassy field.

Travelling to Bale Play in the Barn or our pop-up campsite?
Please use this postcode OX14 3DX. You will need to access the farm
from a different direction. Do not go to our usual events site.

Welcome to [DYZ SIPOIRTS

DZ Sports Ltd isn’t just another skydiving equipment
business — it's a company built on precision, trust, and
respect for those who serve. In an industry where reliability
can make all the difference, DZ Sports stands out by
delivering high-quality gear that meets the demands of both
professional and recreational skydivers.

We have been involved in some interesting projects such as

supplying equipment to the MI16 (Mission Impossible 6) Film

and this was worn by Tom Cruise during his training and high
altitude jumps.

What truly sets DZ Sports apart, however, is its unwavering
support for our armed forces. The discipline, courage, and
commitment demonstrated by military personnel are values
that align closely with the spirit of skydiving. That's why DZ
Sports actively champions those who serve, ensuring they
have access to dependable equipment and ongoing support.
Beyond its products, DZ Sports offers a hands-on customer
experience through its dedicated retail shop. Customers
can visit in person to explore equipment, receive expert
guidance, and be professionally measured for custom

items such as jumpsuits and helmets. This personalised
service ensures every skydiver gets gear tailored for both
performance and comfort.

By prioritising durability, safety, and innovation, DZ Sports
not only equips skydivers for peak performance but also
honours the standards upheld by our service members.
Supporting DZ Sports means backing a business that
recognises sacrifice and gives back to those who protect us.




UK Boarding School Exhibition
British Forces, Tidworth

Wednesday 23 September 2026, 13.30-17.30 &

REGISTER

Garrison Theatre, St Andrews Road, Tidworth SP9 7EP TODAY

Meet leading UK boarding schools and receive free help & advice from our education consultants

Email: jen@andersoneducation.co.uk
WhatsApp/mobile: Jen +44 (0) 7442 222075
www.andersoneducation.co.uk

ANDERSON

education

CIRE

AESTHETICS By JayNE BATESOM

With over 20 years laser experience and the most high-end machines,
a warm welcome awaits you for a free consultation with Jayne.

* LASER HAIR REMOVAL
* PIGMENTATION & SUN DAMAGE REMOVAL
e RED VEIN & ROSACEA REMOVAL
* LEG VEIN TREATMENTS
* MICRONEEDLING SKIN TREATMENTS
* PRESCRIPTION SKIN CARE AND PEELS

e CRYOTHERAPY - REMOVAL OF SKIN TAGS
MOLES LESIONS & MOLE MAPPING SERVICE

WWW.CIRE.UK.COM
07932 382 520

00©

20% Discount to all serving personnel

AESTHETICS BY JAYNE BATESON

My ethos is to offer the most up to date and
effective aesthetic treatments that deliver the
results you want without changing the real you,
and to that end, if you have read about it in the
national press | will probably have trialled it or
be trialling it! Only the treatments that deliver,
get to stay.

| have been working in the beauty industry

for a few decades now, owning & operating
clinics and manufacturing products and running
training academies.

For the last 15 years | have dedicated my career
solely to high end aesthetics — training in
America, Italy and Germany at the highest level
on the best treatments/machines.

Get in touch for an initial consultation and to
discuss what you’d like to achieve.

T: 07932 382 520 | E:jayne@cire.uk.com

WWW.CIRE.UK.COM




Escape into the peaceful Cotswold countryside for s

your perfect wedding day. The Barn at Upcote is B
an exclusive use, Cotswold barn wedding venue Th@ Ej)er
set around an English country garden courtyard at UDQOTC

amongst rolling hills.

An exclusive use Wedding venue, located 30
minutes from Brize Norton. With flexible catering
options and no corkage drinks reception, you can
create a day that is authentically yours with the full
support of our dedicated team.

. -[m l 1 : I.\
The Barn at Upcote | Withington | Cheltenham | Gloucestershire | GL54 4BL
T: 01242 890332 | E: enquiries@thebarnatupcote.co.uk | W: www.thebarnatupcote.co.uk

BROSLTD

Y SOUTHAM
S ELECTRICAL k= Reccw os|

Electrical Contractors

Solar PV & Battery Storage Installers 07920043 082

- Complete house rewires

- New builds

- EICR Domestic and Commercial
- Fault finding and repairs

- Replacement fuse boards

- Boiler wiring

- Data cabling installations

- Fully insured and Part P registered

- Domestic, Commercial and
- Industrial installations

- Solar PV and Battery Storage




NEWS

Handover to Station Warrant Officer

RAF Brize Norton marked the handover of
the Station Warrant Officer (SWO) role, as

responsibility passed from WO Tug Wilson to
WO Sim Rezazadeh-Wilson.

he Station Warrant Officer is

the senior non-commissioned

officer on the unit, playing a

key role in upholding standards,
discipline and ethos, while acting as a vital
link between personnel and the Station
Leadership Team.

WO Tug Wilson, who has served in the

role since 2023, was thanked for his
commitment, leadership and contribution
to station life during his tenure. His
experience and dedication have supported
personnel across the station during a
period of sustained operational tempo.

Tug said:
"I have fulfilled a career and
life ambition by having the
honour and privilege to be
the Station Warrant Officer
at the largest RAF Station.
Some amazing memories,
working alongside the
brilliant workforce of RAF
Brize Norton."

Speaking at the handover, Station Commander Group
Captain Louise Henton said:

“The Station Warrant Officer plays a pivotal role in setting
standards and representing the voice of our people. |
would like to thank WO Tug Wilson for his outstanding
service and dedication to all those who work at Brize

neomi . _— Norton and warmly welcome WO Sim Rezazadeh-Wilson
ncoming Station Warrant Officer Sim

Rezazadeh-Wilson brings a wealth of into the role.”
experience to the role and will now

assume responsibility for maintaining high  and professional development of service The handover also marked a unique
standards and supporting the welfare personnel at the RAF’s largest station. moment for the station, with the role
passing between a husband-and-wife

: . : team. Both WO Tug Wilson and WO Sim
WO Sim Rezazadeh-Wilson said: Rezazadeh-Wilson have served with

“Having served at RAF Brize Norton since 2002, | have distinction, bringing complementary
experience and a shared commitment to

M{ltnessed flrstthand how the station has evolved over supporting personnel and maintaining the
time. One particularly clear memory for me, as a young highest professional standards.
Aircraftwoman, was seeing a female Senior Warrant A Brive Nort e :

. . . . . rize Norton continues to suppor
Officer in post. Her leadership inspired me to work hard global air transport, air-to-air refuelling
towards my own aspirations because to see it is to believe and aeromedical evacuation operations,

it is achievable. RAF Brize Norton is not only my workplace [N MGURIAI
. remaining central to sustaining the
but also my home, and | am immensely proud and truly orofessionalism and ethos required to

honoured to be taking on such a high-profile role.” meet these commitments.

BRIZE NORTON SUMMER 2026
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STATE BOARDING IN SURREY

‘Students thrive and make excellent progress because of the genuine
and nurturing relationships they have with boarding staff’. 2 B R,

iy 8 AT el

OFSTED BOARDING INSPECTION REPORT 2024 LT ALy

alls KisN
B I P

BESPOKE RESIDENTIAL CEA NON-SELECTIVE LOWER
BOARDING HOUSE FOR ACCEPTED SCHOOL PRIORITY PLACES
YEAR 7 STUDENTS FOR FORCES

For Autumn Open Events please visit www.gordons.school




THE
CHEQUERS

BRIZE NORTON

The taps are flowing and the kitchen is fired up! The Chequers is now open.
Join us from 12pm for fresh pints, seasonal plates, and a warm welcome
at your new-look local. See you at the bar!

Large free car park | Outside seating + garden | Dogs welcome in certain areas
Sunday carvery | Premium Beer & Plenty of spirits | Private hire - hire this pub for FREE!

Opening Times
Mon: 12:00 - 15:00
Tues - Sun: 12:00 - Close

Food serving times:

Mon: 12:00 - 14:45

Tues — Fri: 12:00 - 14:45 & 17:30 - 20:30
Sat: 12:00 - 15:00 & 17:30 — 20:30

Sun: 12:00 - 17:00

The Chequers | 17 Station Road | Brize Norton | Carterton | OX18 3PR

The Chequers

Nestled in the heart of the community, your local pub reborn.

Recently renovated and lovingly refreshed, we've given The Chequers a new look while staying
true to everything that makes a great British local. Think classic charm with a contemporary
touch — a place where old friends feel right at home and new faces are always welcome.

The pub is now run by new landlords with years of experience in the hospitality and pub
trade. Having managed and worked in pubs for many years, we're passionate about creating a
welcoming, well-run local where quality, consistency, and community come first.

Behind the bar, you’'ll find an impressive selection of local ales, craft beers, fine wines, and
spirits, all carefully chosen to offer something for every taste. Whether youre popping
in for a quiet pint, catching up with friends, or settling in for an evening at your local,

we're here to make it a great one.

The Chequers is more than just a pub — it’s your local, refreshed and ready for the next chapter.
Discover Your Next Meal

Experience exceptional food, carefully selected drinks,
and a welcoming setting designed for good times and great company.




Exercise Rising Gains

ver three weeks, the team

completed 64 sorties and more

than 500 descents across a

range of parachute systems.
The training focused on building the skills
needed to safely test and evaluate military
parachuting equipment and techniques in
complex environments, ensuring the team
remains ready to enhance and strengthen
today’s capability while continuing to
adapt for the future.

At the centre of the exercise was the

Test Parachutist Course, which prepares
personnel to operate beyond routine
parachuting tasks. Alongside advanced
canopy training, parachutists refined their
ability to control descent with precision,
operate safely in formation and land
accurately. This reflects the Royal Air Force’s
focus on developing highly skilled people
who are agile, integrated and ready to fly
and fight.

The exercise also included demanding
parachute serials such as intentional
cutaway procedures, where parachutists
safely practise the controlled release of

their primary canopy in flight. This training
ensures personnel can respond effectively
to unexpected situations and operate
safely in challenging conditions.

Safety remained central throughout. All
activity was conducted within clearly
defined limits, supported by careful
planning, disciplined execution and

a strong safety culture. This enabled

the team to adapt to environmental
challenges, including changing
weather conditions, while maintaining
high standards.

Exercise Rising Gains gave the perfect
opportunity to strengthen relationships
with industry, partners and allies,
improving the Royal Air Force’s ability to
operate alongside others and supporting a




NATO-first approach to collective
defence. Delivering advanced
training such as Exercise

Rising Gains, the Royal Air Force
continues to optimise its current

—
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capability while modernising
for future operations, ensuring
its people remain ready to
meet the demands of today
and tomorrow.

For almost 20 years, The Veterans Charity has stood beside
former members of the Armed Forces, serving personnel
and their families when life becomes difficult. The charity

is the ‘QRF; responding rapidly to the most urgent needs

of those who find themselves experiencing hardship and
the distress it causes. The charity delivers support for life's
essentials including food, energy, clothing and footwear,
communications devices, travel and household items.

What makes The Veterans Charity unique is its speed and
simplicity. Veterans facing hardship are often already under
immense pressure, so lengthy processes and unnecessary
barriers can make matters worse. The charity works hard to
ensure support reaches people quickly, compassionately and
with dignity. Every case is treated individually, recognising
that no two veterans’ circumstances or needs are the same.

Alongside direct support, the charity is helping to strengthen
the wider Armed Forces community through partnerships
and events across the UK including The Forces March and
The Big Breakfasts.

As we look ahead, the need for support remains significant.
Rising living costs, health challenges and changing personal
circumstances continue to affect many veterans and their
families. The Veterans Charity remains committed to ensuring
that those who served are never left to struggle alone.

Find out more about our work and our initiatives at:
www.veteranscharity.org.uk
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Vehicle

McCruddens==..

General Servicing & Repairs ® Automatic & Manual Transmissions

o Nie Py Are you
ready for MeCruddens vehicle ronar soacial
' y W cCruddens vehicle repair specialist
w s Easter Is a family run business established In

BBQS? 1979 based In Carterton, Oxfordshire
We offer our customers a comprehensive

range of servicing & repairs of modern
& classic cars The management and staff

A Calor and Camplngaz cyllnders pride themselves in their workmanship

L. ensuring we deliver an outstanding level
» Regulators & Fittings Stocked of customer service and value for money,.

» BBQ / Patio / Caravan Gas o

Mon - Fri: 9am to 1pm & 5pm to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 1pm

www.mccruddens.com

Tel. 01993 844406
Email: stuartmccrudden@aol.com
Unit 5-8 Carterton South Industrial Estate,
Blackbourton Road, Carterton OX18 3EZ

Tyres, Exhausts and Batteries in Witney and surrounding area

Our fully trained staff have extensive experience of dealing with all aspects
of tyre fitting from standard fitments on the family car to specialist tyres e.g.
run flat tyres, pressure sensor systems and ultra low profile tyres on high
performance vehicles. We also have facilities to replace exhausts, catalytic
converters and batteries, as well as a four wheel digital alignment service.

www.cctyres.com e 01993 702066
Unit 7/8 Minster Industrial Park, Downs Road, Witney, Oxfordshire 0X29 0QS




New passenger handling facility

RAF Brize Norton’s Passenger Baggage Handling Project is continuing to progress,
marking an important step forward in enhancing the station’s passenger
processing capability and overall resilience in support of Defence outputs.

he project forms part of a

wider programme of work to

improve how passengers and

baggage are handled within
the Air Terminal, ensuring infrastructure,
equipment and security processes remain
fit for current and future operational
demands. Planned improvements will
include modernised baggage handling
equipment alongside updated screening
and scanning capability, supporting both
efficiency and passenger experience.

Matt Lane, Programme Manager,
Brize Development Team said:

“This represents a key step forward in
modernising the Passenger and Baggage
Handling capability at RAF Brize Norton.
Delivering upgraded handling systems
and advanced screening technology will
transform how we process passengers
and baggage, enhancing operational
resilience, improving passenger

%

flow and strengthening security
across our primary Air Terminal.

As the project moves forward, work is
focused on developing a more robust
and effective handling and processing
environment that supports the safe
movement of personnel through RAF
Brize Norton. This will strengthen the
station’s ability to deploy and sustain
operations while maintaining appropriate
safety and security standards.

The Passenger Baggage Handling
Project aligns with long-term station
development planning, which
identifies enhanced passenger and
baggage handling as a key enabler
for operational effectiveness. Once
delivered, the improvements will
contribute to a more streamlined
process for Service personnel,
MOD staff and other authorised
passengers using the Air Terminal.

BRIZE NORTON SUMMER 2026

RAF Brize Norton remains committed
to continuous improvement of

its facilities and infrastructure to
support Defence outputs, with further
updates on the Passenger Baggage
Handling Project to be shared as the
programme continues to progress.

The Station Commander

Group Captain Henton said:

“RAF Brize Norton plays a critical
role in supporting Defence

output through the movement

of personnel worldwide. The
Passenger Baggage Handling
Project is an important investment
in our infrastructure, helping
ensure our facilities remain safe,
efficient and capable of supporting
both current operations and
future demand. While | will not
see the project through to its

final delivery, it is encouraging

to see it moving forward and
progressing as part of our wider
commitment to continuous
improvement at the station.”
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Benbridge Academy is a fully online,
independent school, offering flexible
educational pathways to students from Years

Online Learning 3 to 13. With small class sizes, and excellent
| FullCurriculum e Years 31013 pastoral care, we are able to individualise
learning journeys, working closely with
\ Quote code: RAF26 families to ensure that we are meeting the
< * Small Class Sizes needs of all our students. With live interactive
@ Pearson | edexcel e ach lessons and guided study sessions, students
Approved Online Centre + Specialist SEND Support have time and space to learn at their own

Admissions accepted any time of year! ¢ Highly Qualified Subject Specialists

pace, without the pressure of a traditional
CONTACT US TODAY & WWW.BENBRIDGEACADEMY.CO.UK 01624 873139 SChOOI enVironment.

Wherever you are in the world, enrolling with
Benbridge Academy ensures a consistent,

high quality education, with no gaps in
learning and access to resources 24/7, making
it a perfect solution for families who need

to relocate. With a focus on 21st Century
skills, such as collaboration, independence

th ﬂ ’ and critical thinking, Benbridge Academy
cl-loo%s YOUR Rou-r = prn is a positive, alternative choice that allows
25 45 S 74 MlLES I e families to take control of their child’s

education, preparing them for the future in
the best way possible.

p
TV Award-winning hypnotherapist,
@ SENSE'ABI L:I :Jane Pendry, offers confidential

therapy wherever you’re based.

Solution Focused
5 | Hypnotherapy & Coaching
CHOOSE YOUR ROUTE i Resolve . Heal . Flourish il for military personnel, support

32 58 8' 75 MILEs ' 1 For complex trauma and phobias, E staff and their familes.

B [’ i a_nxiilty, strle_fss, ihnsomniasand st v/ FREE 20-minute consultation
" I significant ife changes. pec:a'/.st in  FREE Rewind Trauma -
Emetophobia, the Fear of Vomiting. .
eligible personnel

Service life brings unique pressures for : +/ Fully online sessions

Air Force personnel and their families.  / Online booking and secure payment
You don’t have to manage them alone. V/ Flexible appointments

DBS Checked. Trained. Accredited. Insured. V Safe, confidential support

RAF Brize Norton Exclusive
£20 off every therapy session

SUN 30 AUGUST | WESTONBIRT SCHOOL
www.sense-ability.co.uk ¢ jane@sense-ability.co.uk ¢ 07843 813883

ancemedia

Group Ltd

ToAdvertiseinthispublicationpleasecontact
Darren on 01536 680414 or
email Darren@lancemediagroup.co.uk



NEWS

No.1 Air Mobility Wing Mark 20th Anniversary
at Saint Clement Danes

aint Clement Danes is the Central St Clement Danes Church is the Central
Church of the Royal Air Force, Church of the Royal Air Force. Re-
where recently past and current consecrated in 1958 as a perpetual shrine
serving personnel came together of remembrance to those who have died
to witness the dedication of a plaque, in service in the RAF. As well as holding the
marking the 20th Anniversary. Books of Remembrance the church also
contains over a thousand slate squadron
No. 1 Air Mobility Wing specialise in and unit badge plagues in the floor, of
passenger and cargo handling, and the which No. 1 Air Mobility Wing now join.
safe loading and unloading of Air Mobility
Force aircraft on global operations
and exercises.

Wing Commander Turnbull,
Officer Commanding No. 1 Air Mobility
Wing said:

“Today is a momentous occasion

for the Wing, marking the 20th
anniversary of No. 1 Air Mobility
Wing and the 60th anniversary of the
UK Mobile Air Movements Squadron.
To be Officer Commanding during
this time is a huge honour for me.

For the members of the Wing who’ve
joined us here at the Church today,
this unit will be their home in the
RAF for many years to come. I've
encouraged them to reflect on what
it means to be here to be part of this

Group Captain Smith, Commander of the Support Force said:

“I was a Flight Commander on TAMW very close to when the unit started, so to be
here today as the commander of the Support Force whom the Wing now sit under,
it's really special for me. 1AMW is a unit that throughout its 20-year span, has
milestone. Today we've taken the been consistently at .the heart ofdt.efence oper.ations. When you look at the sheer
opportunity during the service to r.u’m.wber of con_tnbut:o.ns to operations the un.lt has made over the last 20 years
talk about the history of the Wing it’s incredibly impressive. For the people serving on TAMW today they should be

and look towards the future of proud for wearing that badge on their arm.”

movements within the RAF.”
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Falcons Focus

ollowing a successful Launch Day,
the team are now looking ahead
to a season that places strong
emphasis on public engagement,
using each event as an opportunity to
inspire interest in the Royal Air Force
and showcase the people behind one
of its most recognisable display teams.
Alongside their displays, the Falcons
regularly engage with school groups,
families and young people, providing
insight into RAF careers, teamwork and the
values that underpin Service life.

Throughout the season, the Falcons'display
programme will take them to a wide range
of events across the UK and overseas,
supporting RAF visibility, international
engagement and recruitment awareness.
Their ground engagement activity allows
members of the public to meet the team,
ask questions and learn more about the
varied roles available within the RAF,

26

helping to encourage the next generation
to consider a future career in defence.
Officer Commanding RAF Falcons, Flight
Lieutenant Dom ComptonDavies, said:
“Launch Day at RAF Brize Norton was a
fantastic way to start the season and gave
us the opportunity to engage directly with
our home audience. Public engagement is
at the heart of what we do, and hopefully
as well as enjoying the display, we can
inspire interest in the Royal Air Force

and highlight the wide range of career
opportunities available. With an extremely
busy display season ahead of us, we are
looking forward to taking the team out
on the road across the UK and overseas
throughout this display season. Keep your
eyes to the skies!”

As the season gathers pace, the RAF
Falcons will continue to combine
technical excellence with meaningful
public engagement, strengthening

,'lﬂ';'._..._: I\
| zt.l!- T

' :]l 1.

the connection between the RAF
and the communities it serves while
supporting recruitment and inspiring
future generations.

You can follow the RAF Falcons on all
social media channels or by visiting -
Falcons | Royal Air Force
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RAF Falcons soar across three
standout days at Midlands Air Festival

The Royal Air Force Falcons Parachute Display Team delivered three days
of spectacular aerial displays at the Midlands Air Festival, captivating
thousands of spectators and reinforcing their role as ambassadors for

the RAF.

erforming across the weekend,

the Falcons showcased precision

freefall parachuting, expertly

landing in front of crowds each
day at Ragley Hall. Despite variable
conditions, the team demonstrated
exceptional skill, discipline and

professionalism, ensuring safe and high-

quality displays throughout the event.

Each performance saw the iconic RAF
Falcons canopy formations take to the
sky, followed by individual high-energy
descents, smoke trails and pinpoint
landings. The displays highlighted not
only the technical expertise of the team
but also the opportunities available
within the Royal Air Force.

Alongside their displays, the Falcons
engaged extensively with the public,
meeting visitors, answering questions
and inspiring the next generation

to consider careers in Defence. The
team'’s presence formed a key part

of the festival’s aviation offering,
supporting wider engagement with
RAF audiences.

The Midlands Air Festival continues to
be a major event in the UK’s aviation
calendar, attracting a wide range

of aerial displays and a large public
audience. The RAF Falcons remain
committed to supporting such events,
promoting the RAF, and representing
the Service with pride.

First year RAF Falcon Sgt Matt Higham said:

“This was my first Midlands Air Festival with the
team, and it’s been an incredible experience.
Performing in front of such large, supportive
crowds really brings home the privilege of
representing the Royal Air Force. It’s a steep

learning curve, but being part of the Falcons team

and inspiring others makes it all worthwhile."
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Royal Air Force
Benevolent Fund

Need someone

Whether you're
feeling anxious or
overwhelmed,
our confidential
24-hour helpline
is here for you.

Free to call, anytime:
0808 1751 365

Find out more:
rafbf.org/callhelpline

Scan me
with your
camera

The RAF Benevolent Fund is a registered
charity in England and Wales (1081009)
and Scotland (SC038109). Eligibility criteria
apply, visit our website for more details.




Royal Air Force
Benevolent Fund

We're here to
support you

Get support:
rafbf.org/serving-support

Call our helpline;

0300 102 1919
Whether you've served for a

x[m] Scan
day or decades, as a Regular EI’F' LEI oean
or Reserve, we can help you. F your

[=]Cftetz camera

' "‘ I..'. i) ' !
The RAF Benevolent Fund is a registeredi@larity in England:afid Wales (1081009) and Scotland (SC038109).
Eligibility criteria apply, visit our websitel#@ more details. -




Order now at themilitarystore.co.uk
= Over 700 Badges Available
On A Large Range Of Products!

= Website Orders Dispatched Within
3 To 5 Working Days

« Join Our Mailing List For
Exclusive Discounts & Offers

« Personalisation Available
On Most ltems

- - P

CASUAL MILITARY CLOTHING WEBSITE .nf-*""’ _
Tees Polos : Sweats AN i e S =< 23 ""'::_ d
:'F. BULK DISCOUNT FOR LARGE 0]“"5“5!

Bespoke Design Service Available
Custom Embroidery & Print

Reunions - Cadet Groups - Squadrons

Event Clothing - Operations Merch & Many More.

Personalised to your specifications.

Order In Bulk With A Discount,
Or Have Your Product Hosted On Our Site

Scan For Full

. sales@themilitarystore.co.uk
Collection [ CONTACT US| @ y

Call us on: 01262 672733

The Military Store has been serving quality armed forces casual clothing for over
15 years. Officially licensed by the Ministry of Defence, they have over 700 badges
available to be added to more than 50 products. From t-shirts and hoodies, to
jackets and hats, all with great personalisation options to make each item truly
unique.

Bulk discounts and custom listings are also available. Great for reunions,
commemorative clothing, squadron merchandise, and much more. Bespoke
designs and badges can easily be added to the items, allowing you to create your
own products which can then be bought in bulk or hosted on the website to buy.

The Military Store has provided clothing to many facets of the British military over
the years, including RAF bases like Cranwell and Coningsby, Army regiments such
as REME, Royal Military Police, and Royal Dragoon Guards, and many Navy ships
such as HMS Queen Elizabeth and various RFA ships.

They have spent over a decade proving that they are the number one choice for
printed and embroidered Armed Forces clothing.

Visit themilitarystore.co.uk to create your own clothing you can wear with pride.




COMMUNITY

RAF Media Officer Shares Communications Expertise
with Woodstock Stroke Club

he presentation focused on Representatives from the Woodstock Stroke ~ The engagement highlights the value

how media officers support Club welcomed the presentation as an of collaboration and knowledge

operational activity, protect opportunity to gain a better understanding  sharing between the Armed Forces and

organisational reputation and of defence communications. charitable organisations, strengthening
ensure accurate, timely information understanding across sectors.

reaches the public. Drawing on experience
AARARARIVEMMMMNASINI  /\nita Jack, RAF Media Officer said:

icer outlined how communications are o . .
planned and delivered across internal and “It was a privilege and a pleasure to be invited to

external platforms. speak with the Woodstock Stroke Club and discuss

This gave the perfect opportunity the vital role of communications within the Royal
to highlight challenges faced by g g g g g o o
communications professionals across Air Force. Effective communication is essential in
defence, including handling breaking everything we do. Whether supporting military

news, maintaining public trust, and telling
meaningful human stories.

operations or raising awareness for important

causes, strong relationships with the media and clear
Attendees also heard how the RAF works

with national and local media, manages messaging are vital. It was a pleasure to share our
sensitive information, and adapts experiences with the Woodstock Stroke Club, giving
messaging for a wide range of audiences, .. : i : ”

from service personnel and their families them an ms:ght into the Media Officer role.

to the wider public.
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Carnival Store

Fancy Dress Costumes & Accessories

r ]
I ] :.-.. @"ﬂ}
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o)
Football 3 Decoration swirls  Inflatable Football Trophy 10”

£4.49 £3.99 £5.99
SKU Code: 62503 SKU Code: 1451 SKU Code: GJ425

At the Carnival Store we pride
ourselves in hiring and selling
quality fancy dress costumes and
accessories direct from our shop
situated in West Kensington. We have
a dedicated team on hand from 10
am until 7pm, Monday to Saturday,
to help you get the most out of your
special occasion.

FIFAWORLD CUP
2026
11 Jun 2026 — 19 Jul 2026
www.carnivalstore.co.uk
info@carnivalstore.co.uk
020 7603 2918 / 020 7603 7824

95 Hammersmith Rd, London W14 0QH
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Carnival Store

Fancy Dress Costumes & Accessories

Here at Carnival Store
we pride ourselves
in hiring and selling
quality fancy dress costumes and
accessories direct from our shop
situated in West Kensington. We have
¥ a dedicated team on hand from 10 am until
7pm, Monday to Saturday, to help you get
the most out of your special occasion.

=

Member of the British Costume Association
Carnival Store was established in 1952 by
Dimitri Stephanides and continues today,

still a Stephanides family business. Over the
last 60 years we have built up a reputation

for selling a vast range of costumes and
accessories. We are certain we can cover all
of your dressing up needs.

-

o &

As the popularity of Carnival Store grew,
and as retail shifted to digital, carnivalstore.
co.uk was born and now remains the
UK's biggest online fancy dress retailer.
Carnivalstore.co.uk has now grown to
selling over 18,000 products worldwide
and is still expanding!

\

&

020 7603 2918 / 020 7603 7824
info@carnivalstore.co.uk

www.carnivalstore.cp.uk

ELLNESSITHE AR
Reflexology
Foot Mobilisation
Bespoke Massage
Hot Stone Therapy
Facials
Manual Lymphatic Drainage

Cromwel Park Ausiness Centra, 27 Fairfax House. O7g07 B75ata
ke 12 Banbury Road. Chipping Morsn, CiXz 55R mnfogamlinesstharapistuk

Through Tanya Battiss Wellness Therapist, you are

warmly welcomed into a peaceful, nurturing space

where each treatment is designed to help you truly
relax, rebalance, and restore.

Based in Chipping Norton, | offer a range of bespoke
treatments created to support both your physical
and emotional wellbeing. From the deeply calming
effects of reflexology to the gentle release of foot
mobilisation, every session is thoughtfully tailored

to your individual needs. You can also unwind with
soothing hot stone therapy, personalised massage,
rejuvenating facials, or experience the restorative
benefits of manual lymphatic drainage.

In today’s busy world, taking time for yourself is
essential. My aim is to provide a tranquil experience
where you can switch off, feel supported, and leave
with a renewed sense of calm and balance.

As a full member of the Association of Reflexologists,
| am committed to providing professional, high-quality
care in a safe and welcoming environment.

| am also proud to offer a 10% Armed Forces Discount
as a small gesture of appreciation.

| look forward to welcoming you and supporting you
on your wellness journey.

SUBSCRIBE
ONLINE
FOR FReg

Subscribe to keep up with the people ]
who defend us at home and abroad

www.rafmags/cof

www.militarymags.co.uk




MILITARY PROVOST
GUARD SERVICE (MPGS)

ARE YOU
LEAVING /72 2. QL. A\
THERAF? 0 5 1/ =217

Are you in resettlement, considering leaving, or wanting to transfer from the RAF?

Have you thought about what a career in the MPGS can offer you*?

« Stability of a non-deployable engagement with no requirement to + Pensionable Service with the Armed Forces Pension Scheme (AFPS)

move locations
« Full career pathway with promotion opportunities up to

 Consistency of a set ‘4 ON - 4 OFF’ shift system Warrant Officer (Class 1)

» Choose to serve at 120+ locations across the UK + Free Medical/Dental, Gym and other Military Welfare provisions

+ Subsidised Accommodation in either Single Living Accommodation (SLA) +  Maximum age to enlist is 57 (serve until 60)
or Service Family Accommodation (SFA)

Nz

“Custodem Custodire” WO FIND oUT MORE alh
GUardmg the Guardians X OR contact the Recruitment

M and Engagement Team:

BE THE BEST

The Military Provost Guard Service (MPGS) provides armed security across 130+ military
sites throughout the UK, protecting key defence locations so the Armed Forces can operate
effectively.

The MPGS offers a stable military career under the Military Local Service Engagement (MLSE)
contract, allowing personnel to remain in one location for much of their career.

Alongside job stability, personnel retain key military benefits including subsidised
accommodation, free medical and dental care, annual leave, sport, adventurous training, and
career progression opportunities.

The MPGS is ideal for service leavers and reservists who want to continue serving while
building stability for themselves and their families.

Eligibility includes:
Minimum 3 years Regular or Reserve service
« Full UK driving licence
 Currently serving or left within the last 10 years

With opportunities available nationwide, the MPGS is recruiting now.

ArmyPM-MPGS-Recruitment@mod.gov.uk
Search: “MPGS Recruitment” on Facebook or LinkedIn
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Check out
our exciting

:'v.,_bneuu publication!

DanyRusnttiomant

) Resettlement 4
Directory

Easy Resettlement Magazine now has
an annual Resettlement Directory

This is full of exciting opportunities covering
charities. employment. franchises. training.
resettlement success stories and much more.

www.easyresettlement.com/armed-forces-resettlement-directory
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TRULY LOCAL RADIO

SHIRE & THE COTSWOLDS
TRAFFIC |

AFH | Dalise | Sma ipeaker

e wrfm.co.uk

WRFM: Serving the Community Through Local Voices

WIRFM, a beloved loca

ficy station in West Cufordshing, continues (o be a vilsrant
Broadcasting lve 2477, (e
volcis on Lheir Fi freguencie
sireans.

Far Local mrws, music, §

v reaches

listeners across Oxdlordshire and the Colts e online

WRFM pricritises providing a platf
a dliverse r

for the commuanily. Their programming featunes

ng Lo all ages, alongside local mews updates and traffic

reports. Interactive elements ke live chal shows allow nesidents Lo engage with local
rssues and connect with each other

gl music cat

Thax slations primary aim and foous is 1o be a truly local resource for the commumaly
This mcludes intervigws with residents, discussions on pressing local matiers like

howsing and flooding. and promoling local businesses and events

Whether you're lookeng for familiar tunes, updates on what's happening ancund towmn,
or & chance 1o conndcl wilh your nesghbours, WRFM offers a warm and welooming
space on the airwaves
Wy not fellow WRFM on social media? Fimd us on Focebosl
(facebook com.Switneyradiol, Twitter (Gwitneyradiol and Instegram (wrfm_radiol,
Tune in on their FM frequencies §0.2 - 107.4FM, on DAB, listen onling, or ask youwr smart
speaker to "Launch WRFM® and become parl of the vibrant community

TRULY LOCAL RADIO

RE & THE
TRAFFIC |

2-WIT4FH | Dalise | Smort speaker

s o uk 'I.'Jrfl'l'l.[t].lll{ rE@e




COMMUNITY

Millennium Amenities Centre opens

new kitchen

irPlay provides safe, supervised

activities for children and young

people aged 5 to 18 through a

network of trained youth workers
via the RAF Benevolent Fund which has
supported the project.

RAF Brize Norton Station Commander,
Group Captain Henton said:

“l was blown away at the transformation
of this space. It’s modern, light, colourful
and the facility is going to be of huge
benefit to all who use it, particularly
AirPlay. It’s another great tool that we've
got to continue to develop young people
and their skillsets - providing a brand-
new kitchen area for the Millennium
Amenities Centre to use as a space for
hosting and provide support to families
across RAF Brize Norton."

Group Captain Henton
Station Commander RAF Brize Norton

'ff'so |

Royal Air Force
Benevalent Fund
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Craig Hutton, RAF Brize Norton
Community Development Officer said:
“It’s gone from being a storeroom to
being a multi-use kitchen space - it’s
incredible. | think everyone will see
it as something not just for the now,
but for the future too. This project will
help develop children’s life skills for
years to come. So, it’s an investment
in our young people from the RAF
Benevolent Fund and the RAF itself,
showing that we're not just providing
for service personnel but for their
families too.”
Craig Hutton
RAF Brize Norton CDO

Andy Cairns Manager of RAF
Subscriptions for RAF Benevolent
Fund said:
“Part of our core responsibility is
supporting members of the RAF
Family — particularly young members,
so we’re very proud to have been able
to help bring this new facility to life at
RAF Brize Norton."

Andy Cairns
Manager, RAF Subscriptions for RAFBF

The RAF Benevolent Fund have
supported the project and attended the
opening of the new facility.
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ADVENTURE

& SPORT

RAF Brize Norton FC: End-of-Season Football Recap
What a.«campaign. What a team. What a season.

AF Brize Norton FC have once
again had a phenomenal season
culminating in a Southern League
& Cup double, capping off a
campaign where they only failed to win
one fixture all season across 20 games.

Southern League Champions
Cup Winners

Week after week, this squad delivered-
showing relentless consistency,
determination, and quality across every
competition, representing the Station with
the positive physical and mental resilience
we all strive for. From the first whistle

of the season to the final trophy lift, the
standard never dropped.

Our only setback came in the RAF Cup
Semi-Final, where we faced a strong RAF
Leeming side. While the result (2-1, after
leading) didn't go our way that day, we
wish them the very best as they head into
the RAF Cup Final - a testament to the
competitive spirit of RAF football.

With over 60 players representing the
Station this year it has been a colossal
effort, managing both operational
commitment and getting players on
the pitch.

The team were corralled and driven by
Manager FS Jimmy, and his management
team of FS Dave, Chf Tech Nicky, and Mr
John Sword, with thanks to them and

all the Line Managers whose continued
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support made it possible for personnel
to represent the station and add to its
growing trophy success.

To go through an entire season

with just one defeat, while lifting two
major trophies, speaks volumes about
the character, professionalism, and
togetherness of this group. Next year, we
go after the Treble, to add the RAF Cup,
bringing it back to Carterton, as we did
in 2024.

BRIZE NORTON SUMMER 2026



ADVENTURE
& SPORT

Awards for RAF Brize Norton Sub Aqua Club

At the Royal Air Force Scuba Annual General Meeting, RAF Brize
Norton Sub Aqua Club has walked away with several awards.

he club achieved outstanding
success at the AGM, walking away
with three major awards and
reinforcing its reputation as one of
the leading diving clubs within the RAF.

The club was awarded Best Club 2025,
recognising the significant growth,
professionalism and commitment shown
across all areas of adventurous training
and diving delivery over the past year.

The award reflects the hard work and
dedication of the club's instructors,
committee members and divers, who have
continued to expand opportunities and
participation across RAF Brize Norton.

In addition to the club award, RAF Brize
Norton personnel were also recognised
individually on the night. The prestigious
Paul Goodwin Award ‘RAF Scuba Diver of
the Year'was presented to Air Specialist

1 (T) Blair, recognising exceptional
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achievement, commitment and
contribution to RAF diving across the RAF
Scuba community.

The club also secured the Videography
Award, recognising the high-quality media
and content produced to showcase RAF
diving, adventurous training and the
experiences delivered through the club
and community. The winning footage
captured the professionalism, teamwork
and unigue opportunities that RAF Scuba
continues to provide. This was presented
to Mr Phil Blake of Airtanker.

These awards are a testament to the

effort and commitment of everyone
involved within the RAF Brize Norton
Diving Club and demonstrates the

positive impact adventurous training
continues to have in developing personnel,
teamwork and resilience across the Whole
Force community.
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Start Their Cokethorpe Journey

Co-educational, independent day school for ages 4 to 18

with an extensive transport network.

Cokethorpe

; : SCHOOL
cokethorpe.org

Set within 150 acres of picturesque West Oxfordshire parkland near Witney, Cokethorpe
School is a co-educational independent day school for pupils aged 4 to 18, offering a
seamless educational journey from early years through to Sixth Form. Blending heritage
surroundings with a progressive outlook, the school provides an environment where
academic ambition, personal development and a strong sense of community come
together.

-

Cokethorpe is committed to inspiring pupils to achieve more than they thought
possible. A culture of belonging underpins school life, encouraging pupils to become
confident, curious and compassionate individuals, well prepared for life beyond school.
Cokethorpe has been proudly co-educational for over three decades, with 2027 marking 35 years of co-education - half the school’s history.
This established approach fosters an inclusive environment where pupils learn from diverse perspectives, develop mutual respect and build
the interpersonal skills essential for modern life.

The school’s approach to learning is guided by research-informed teaching, ensuring lessons are rigorous, engaging and responsive to
individual needs. A broad curriculum enables pupils to explore a wide range of subjects, from the Prep School through to GCSE and A Level,
with small class sizes allowing teachers to support and stretch each pupil, nurturing academic success and a lifelong love of learning.
Pastoral care is a central strength of Cokethorpe. Built on kindness and mutual respect, the supportive community ensures every pupil

feels known and valued. Structured systems and strong relationships between staff and pupils create a secure environment in which young
people can build confidence, resilience and independence.

Beyond the classroom, pupils benefit from exceptional breadth, with an extensive co-curricular programme that includes over 100

activities in the Senior School. Outdoor education is a particularly distinctive feature, making full use of the school’s expansive grounds and
dedicated facilities. Opportunities such as kayaking, sailing, climbing, bushcraft and access to on-site rifle and pistol ranges allow pupils to
develop practical skills, resilience and teamwork, while building confidence through challenge and adventure.
Preparation for the future is embedded through the Futures programme, which provides tailored guidance
on higher education and career pathways. Pupils receive expert support with university applications,
apprenticeships and career choices, ensuring they leave with clarity and ambition.

Admission to Cokethorpe is selective, with entry points at 4+, 11+, 13+ and 16+, and scholarships and means-
tested bursaries available. Overall, Cokethorpe offers a well-rounded education that combines academic
excellence, outstanding pastoral care and rich opportunities beyond the classroom, enabling pupils to thrive
and succeed.
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