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UK Boarding
School Exhibitions

Meet leading UK boarding schools and receive
free help & advice from our education consultants

REGISTER
TODAY

Friday 20 March 2026, 13.30-17.30
Garrison Theatre, Tidworth

Wednesday 20 May 2026, 13.30-17.30
The Garretts Clubhouse, Aldershot

Wednesday 23 September 2026, 13.30-17.30
Garrison Theatre, Tidworth

Contact our Forces expert Jen for more information:
Email: jen@andersoneducation.co.uk
WhatsApp/mobile: +44 (0) 7442 222075




Serving in the Armed Forces?

Buying a Home Doesn’t Have to Be Hard

PFL Mortgages provides a FREE, end-to-end mortgage service
exclusively for serving personnel and their families

We Handle Everything
O Prepare - affordability, deposits from 5%

9 Find - mortgage approval & offers

Do —scces oo xenses Y
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Why PFL Mortgages?

100% FREE for military families Buy now, rent until you leave service

Dedicated Armed Forces adviser Forces Help to Buy support

Experts in BFPO & military payslips Proud supporters of SSAFA

Actively supporting the RAF Brize Norton Community

We don’t just help with mortgages. we give back to the station & its families

Proud to sponsor & support
e Brizefest 2024
e Brize Families Day 2025
¢ A400 Football Team, Atlas Force

Scan to
request
a call back

PFL Mortgages Get in touch
Q SSAFA Supporter | Armed Forces Covenant ‘a‘ 01332 300 000
=V Proudly supporting those who serve & hello@pflmortgages.com
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EDITOR’S FOREWORD

Time has a way of slipping past us. One moment we are
closing the final pages of last year and the next we are
welcoming the first issue of 2026.

he pace can be dizzying, | am delighted that you will be

but it also reminds us why part of our 2026 journey.

moments of pause and

reflection matter. A new year There is a lot happening this year, keep
always arrives with a quiet challenge; your eyes peeled for updates across our
to look ahead without forgetting social media channels and of course
where we've been. As we bring you the upcoming Station Magazines.
the first station magazine of 2026, that
balance feels especially meaningful. Till next time ...
This issue is all about momentum, ideas Anita - MCO
that are taking shape and the shifts Editor 51 Degrees North

within station that will lead to lasting
change. Across this edition you'll
find all the latest stories, celebration
of station successes and reflect on
what is coming not just as it is.

Magazines have always been places
to pause. In a time that moves faster
than ever, | hope this issue gives

you space to think, to feel and to be
inspired. Whether you are reading
cover to cover or dipping in between
moments of a busy day, our aim is
simple, to offer an insight into the
RAF's largest and busiest RAF Station.

Thank you for starting 2026 with
us. I am looking forward to where
the year and time takes us and

DEADLINE
PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES BY 14TH MAY

Your article should aim to be between 300-500 words in length, with a high resolution picture over 1MB for every 100 words you write.

You should ensure that personnel/activities in photos are named and that you provide the author’s details, in case we require any more
information. Send your completed articles to BZN-51DegreesNorth@mod.gov.uk. We look forward to receiving your articles and make every
effort to publish as many of them as possible.
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oint Air Delivery Test and Evaluation ~ We also drew on lessons learned from a

Unit (JADTEU) was tasked with NATO ally with prior experience of A-22

assessing the feasibility of CDS operations from the Atlas A400M.

despatching the USA-provided These insights fed into a comprehensive
A-22 Container Delivery System (CDS) Ground Assessment, ensuring the UK’s first
in preparation for Exercise Mobility A-22 despatch would be conducted safely
Guardian 2025. and effectively.
After receiving the equipment, JADTEU's With UK-specific modifications identified
Aerial Delivery and Engineering Sections and clear procedures established for both
worked closely with 206 Squadron aircrew and despatchers, the final step
and Red Scientific to determine the was to gain the necessary clearances. To
evidence required to safely deliver this support this, JADTEU deployed a Qualified
new capability. Air Despatch Instructor and a Despatch

Crew Commander to work alongside 47 Air

Support came from our partners at USAF Despatch Squadron, providing guidance

Mildenhall, who shared rigging procedures  on the unfamiliar equipment.

and practical tips for safe despatch.

The result was the successful and safe
despatch of a foreign load from the Atlas
A400M for the very first time — a milestone
achievement that underlines the UK's
commitment to ‘NATO First’and enhances
Aerial Delivery interoperability.

Images: Crown copyright
Photographer: Cpl Cann

From Posting to Posting and Still One School
For RAF and Forces families facing frequent moves, boarding school can provide educational stability and lasting friendships.

If you've ever unpacked the same boxes in Brize Norton, Cyprus or the USA, you'll know military family life is never dull.
It's an adventure, but frequent moves can disrupt children’s education. Just as they've settled and made new friends,
new posting orders arrive. Another move, another school, another round of settling in.

For many service families, boarding school offers something the Forces can’t always guarantee: stability. But with around 500 UK boarding
schools to choose from, where do you start? That's where | come in.

I'm Claire Calder, a former Cheltenham College pupil, mother to two children who thrived in boarding from the age of eight, and wife
to a British Army officer for 27 years. We've lived across the UK and overseas, including Saudi Arabia and Nigeria, so from very personal
experience | understand the juggling act of military life. | also know how daunting the search for the right school can feel.

At Claire Calder Consultancy, we take a child centred, family focused approach. Every recommendation considers your child’s personality,
strengths and interests, whether they're academic high-flyers, creative explorers or sports enthusiasts. We provide independent,
personalised guidance that helps families, particularly those in HM Forces, make sense of the UK boarding school landscape and feel
confident their child is in the right place to thrive.

Our service is completely impartial and, for HM Forces families, entirely free. Serving families deserve the very best guidance without any
additional expense.

I handle the practical steps for you, from shortlisting schools and arranging visits to explaining admissions and advising on the full range
of Forces discounts. | also visit schools regularly, offering insights you won't find in brochures or online. Together, we ensure your child’s
education is guided by expertise rather than dictated by the timing of postings or well-meaning social media advice.

Boarding school isn't about sending children away. It's about providing a home from home, continuity of friends and teachers, and

opportunities that repeated moves can interrupt. My own children left school at 18 with lifelong friendships, confidence

and a wealth of experiences.
If boarding school could be the right option for your family, get in touch for a friendly chat. I'd be delighted to hear about m
your child, your circumstances and how | can help you explore the possibilities. Claire Calde

Contact: claire@clairecalderconsultancy.com | +44 7586294687 | www.clairecalderconsultancy.com
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Are you looking for a
Boarding School?

Let Claire Calder guide you.

e
W ) 'f .‘

With her personal experience as a boarding school parent
and as a Forces wife, Claire understands the unique challenges
mi|ifory families face. She offers a fu”y persono|isec| odvisory

service - from your first phone call to the moment your child

f()\
E%:%E - Placement at the right UK boarding school Claire Calder

3
+ Advice on Forces and FCDO discounts ,
Knowledgeakle

[=] * Support with private tutoring and revision courses Caring Experienced

begins their boarding school journey.

claire@clairecalderconsultancy.com  +44 7586 294687  www.clairecalderconsultancy.com




rom the outset, Air Vice-Marshal

Jackson, Air Officer Commanding

1 Group, set a powerful tone

- unveiling a realistic conflict
scenario that challenged both the RAF
and industry to think, adapt, and act
as one team in the face of a rapidly
changing threat environment. The scenario
underscored a clear message: national
security depends on seamless partnership
between air power and innovation.

Across the airfield, static displays from the
Combat Air, ISTAR, Air Mobility, and Air

and Space Warfare forces turned concepts
into conversations; engineers, aviators,
and industry leaders standing shoulder to
shoulder, discussing how today’s systems
must evolve to meet tomorrow’s demands.
But the highlight for many came later, RAF
Brize Norton's first flying display in nearly a
decade! An Atlas A400M Rapid Air Assault
captured the imagination of all present,

as the aircraft performed a short landing
and reverse manoeuvre before deploying
troops from 2nd Battalion, Parachute
Regiment. The paratroopers advanced on
electric bikes and vehicles, symbolising the
modern, agile, and sustainable force that is
emerging across Defence. The Red Arrows
followed with precision and pride, before a
Typhoon's raw power closed the display in
spectacular fashion showcasing rapid take-
off, acceleration, and powerful 9G turns, a
fitting symbol of the RAF’s cutting edge.

The event's success was built on
meticulous planning, teamwork, and
assurance, supported by the Flying Display
Safety Committee and RAF Brize Norton
personnel, whose professionalism ensured
safety at every stage. Special thanks go to
the local community for their cooperation
in minimising congregation around the
Station. The buzz even reached local
schools, where children watched wide-
eyed as air power returned to the skies.

As the sun set, attention turned to the

1 Group Awards Evening in the Officers’
Mess, a celebration of excellence across
the Group. From Air Mobility Force
innovators to frontline operators, the night
honoured those who embody the ethos of
“Agility, Readiness, and Resolve”.

8
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MANOR FARM
NURSERY

"'frri'rli'l"f.rlll'l" r i ;.'. s

“Providing quality early
years education from
3 months to Preschool
and a Holiday Club for
Reception-2ear 6”

WHY CHOOSE US? OPEN:7:30-18:00

- Experienced and qualified team YEAR ROUND

- Early Years Education from 3

months to Preschool Offering 15 universal hours and up to
- All staff trained in safeguarding 30 hours from government funding
and paediatric first aid for eligible working families (from the
- Ofsted registered and insured Term after they turn 9 months), and for

- Experienced in identifying and
supporting children with SEN

- Safe and enclosed outdoor setting All childcare voucher schemes and tax-
_ Dedicated chef free childcare payments accepted.

eligible 2-year-old non-working parents.

07760 788 081 | www.themanorfarmnursery.co.uk

themanorfarmnursery@eygloucestershire.co.uk

'The Manor Farm Nursery, Manor Farm, Burford Road, Lechlade, GL7 3EX



National Apprenticeship Week

National Apprenticeship Week is a week-long celebration that brings
together organisations and apprentices across the country to shine a
light on the positive impact that apprenticeships make to individuals
and Defence.

t Royal Air Force Brize
Norton we have apprentices

working in professions across

the Station, from serving N AT I 0 N A L
personnel to industry partners, gaining
skills and working towards nationally
recognised qualifications. A P P R E N TI C E S H I P
Air Specialist 1 Callahan is a Royal
Air Force Firefighter with RAF Fire &
Rescue currently working towards his # N Aw
RAF Operational Firefighter Level 3
Apprenticeship. This course is designed
to train individuals for 24/7 fire and
crash rescue protection, both in the UK
and overseas. The apprenticeship covers
everything a firefighter needs to know
from equipment, to correct procedures,
enabling them to be effective in their role.
Enrolment in this apprenticeship begins
during Phase Two Specialist Training at
the Defence Fire Training Unit, typically
lasting between 12 and 24 months. It is
completed along with daily duties. The
final part of the apprenticeship consists of
an end-point assessment in which all the
skills and knowledge they have learnt are
put to the test and examined. It provides a
nationally recognised civilian qualification
that validates expertise in high-pressure
emergency situations. For the RAF, this
apprenticeship ensures a standard of

elite, deployable protection for global
air operations.

Air Specialist 1 Callahan said:

“For me, the apprenticeship
is a great way to learn

the role of being an RAF
firefighter as it goes in-
depth into all the equipment
and operational procedures.

It also pushes you to be the
best you can be in your role
as you can gather a lot of
information and become a
crucial part of your crew."

BRIZE NORTON SPRING 2026 1l



Escape into the peaceful Cotswold countryside for CD

your perfect wedding day. The Barn at Upcote is / o The B:

an exclusive use, Cotswold barn wedding venue 1_) © - arn
set around an English country garden courtyard at UDCOTG
amongst rolling hills.

An exclusive use Wedding venue, located 30
minutes from Brize Norton. With flexible catering
options and no corkage drinks reception, you can
create a day that is authentically yours with the full
support of our dedicated team.

The Barn at Upcote | Withington | Cheltenham | Gloucestershire | GL54 4BL
T: 01242 890332 | E: enquiries@thebarnatupcote.co.uk | W: www.thebarnatupcote.co.uk

Weddings V) o
Discover your exclusive use, no corkage Cotswold Barn wedding venue set in stunning / I [ﬁ% I%‘-l{l?
countryside, with an experienced team on-hand for your special day. ar UPCOIC

Feasting & Toasting
With menus to tempt every guest, take a look through your options for catering, flexible to suit your
wedding vibe.

What’s Included
Exclusive use, with flexible catering and drinks, tailored to your dream wedding.

Accommodation
Your Hay Barn cottage is perfect for stealing a quiet moment during the day and falling into bed at the
end of the night. We also have a whole host of local accommodation nearby for your guests.

To book a viewing, receive a brochure or ask us a question, please drop us a call on 01242 890332,
email enquiries@thebarnatupcote.co.uk, WhatsApp (07947 479381) or fill in the contact form on
our website.

Viewings are normally available 9.30am to 3pm on most days apart from when we have an event taking
place, please check availability with the team.

Please see our website www.thebarnatupcote.co.uk for more information, we have a range of suppliers
for you to choose from to make your wedding perfect!

Photographers & Videographers | Florists | Cakes & Cheese | Event Decor | Hair & Make Up
Music & Dj’s | Evening Food | Entertainment | Attire & Accessories | Stationery | Cars & Transport




Mud, Maps and Motivation - 501 Squadron
Takes on Exercise Mud Master

Twenty members of 501 Squadron RAuxAF took on the challenge of
Exercise Mud Master, a demanding two-day navigation and driving

competition organised by 154 (Scottish) Regiment Royal Logistics Corps.

he event brought together

over 308 participants and 154

vehicles, including teams from

across the British Army, the RAF
and even the Dutch Army, making it an
international affair.

Ex Mud Master is designed to promote
safe and skilled cross-country driving and
navigation across varied and unfamiliar
terrain. Conducted concurrently with

a British Army Motorsports Association
(BAMA) Navigational Trial, the exercise
tested not only off-road driving ability
but also teamwork, route planning and
problem-solving under pressure.

501 Squadron fully embraced the
challenge. Competing against tough
opposition, the team showcased their
professionalism, driving skill and sense of
adventure, ultimately finishing as the First
RAF Team overall and also taking home the
title of First RAF Brize Norton Team.

The event was a fantastic opportunity

for the Reservists to really sharpen their
skills in a competitive yet supportive
environment, reinforcing the importance
of safe driving and manual navigation, key
components of their Logistics role.

BRIZE NORTON SPRING 2026

The Squadron's performance not only
highlighted 501's trademark spirit and
determination but also strengthened inter-
service and international relationships
through shared experience, muddy boots
and a healthy dose of friendly rivalry.

A Dbrilliant result for 501 Squadron - first in
the mud, first in the competition and first
in teamwork!



RAF Brize Norton are the new holders of the
prestigious Firmin Sword of Peace

he prestigious Firmin Sword
of Peace, awarded by Britain’s
longest-standing sword making
company to the military unit
or establishment judged to have
made the most valuable contribution
to humanitarian activities at home or
overseas was presented to Royal Air Force
Brize Norton by Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief
Marshal Harv Smyth.

Air Chief Marshal Smyth said:
"This award celebrates not only
the professionalism and ingenuity
of our people, but also the power
of joint effort across the A400
Force, 47 Air Dispatch Squadron,
the Joint Air Delivery Transport
Evaluation Unit, 206 Squadron,
DE&S, RTSA and 83 Expeditionary
Air Group; all under the command
of 11Gp. Together, they delivered
hope where it was needed

most, setting a benchmark

for operational excellence

and teamwork."

Air Chief Marshal Smyth
Chief of Air Staff

Awarded for Operation Underhill, which

delivered essential aid to civilians in Gaza
facing acute food shortages, it represents
a significant UK military contribution to

a major humanitarian crisis, showing the
RAF's ability to conduct complex air drop
operations under challenging conditions.

Group Captain Bishop said:

“l was the deployed Air
Component Commander in the
Middle East responsible for the
command of this operation.

I’'m really proud to be part of
today and to see the Firmin
Sword presented. It was a real
Whole Force effort, and that’s
been reflected today. The entire
breadth of people involved from

14

here at RAF Brize Norton through
to those forward deployed

have been recognised in this
award. The operation was about
genuinely helping people and

it was humbling to be part of.”

Group Captain Bishop

Operation Underhill was the RAF’s
essential contribution to a global
humanitarian effort to prevent famine

in Gaza through air drop delivery of

aid with the Atlas (A400M) aircraft, 83
Expeditionary Air Group (83EAG), 206
Squadron, the Joint Air Delivery Transport
Evaluation Unit (JADTEU) and 47 Air
Despatch (AD) Squadron Royal Logistic

Corps, all at the forefront of activity.

Warrant Officer Class 2 Dibbs,
47 Air Despatch Squadron,
Royal Logistic Corps, said:

“I was one of the first people
deployed as part of the initial
planning team to engage with
the other nations involved in
the operation. We had such a
strong team from the UK Armed
Forces as part of this operation
across both the RAF and Army
working at an incredibly high
level, and seeing everyone

here again today to receive

this award together is a special
moment. It was a privilege to be
involved in a mission like this”

Warrant Officer Class 2 Dibbs
47 Air Despatch Squadron
Royal Logistic Corps

BRIZE NORTON SPRING 2026



Receiving the award on
behalf of everyone involved,
Squadron Leader Chris

Bowen, LXX Squadron said:

“It is an absolute honour to
receive the Firmin Sword of Peace.
To be recognised is without a
doubt, the perfect way to end an
operation as complex as it was.”

Squadron Leader Bowen
LXX Squadron

This also marked the first time the

RAF used the Atlas for humanitarian

air drops in such a high-pressure
situation, highlighting complex logistics
and international cooperation.

Squadron Leader Playle said:

“I was the Detachment
Commander for Op Underhill,

and today we got a chance to
reflect on such an incredible
achievement. Today we are
reminded of the joint nature

of the operation, and how
everyone worked so well together.
Everyone wanted to deliver the
aid as quickly as possible and its
warming to see all those enablers
come together to be recognised as
a team and Whole Force.”

Squadron Leader Playle

BRIZE NORTON SPRING 2026




- &&g ) Are you
{ ¢ ready for
VK Easter

BBQs?

» Calor and Campmgaz cylmders
» Regulators & Fittings Stocked

» BBQ / Patio / Caravan Gas o

Mon - Fri: 9am to 1pm & 5pm to 6pm
Sat: 9am to 1pm

LOUISE WARNEFORD I

I’'m here to help you ¢
your own home. Whether you're looking to buy
your first property or make use of the Forces Help

to Buy Scheme (FHTB), | can guide you
. ‘ s ~every step of the way.
| \

With experience in military :
housing needs and a wide ; >

range of mortgage and —
protection solutions, I'll help make

the property ladder more " iy
accessible for you and your family. {l‘. 3
@ 07943 450084 -

@ louise.warneford@aitana.co.uk

polre | [m]
44 Youcanalso find me
€4 on Facebook

MORTGAGE

Tyres, Exhausts and Batteries in Witney and surroundlng area

Our fully trained staff have extensive experience of dealing with all aspects
of tyre fitting from standard fitments on the family car to specialist tyres e.g.
run flat tyres, pressure sensor systems and ultra low profile tyres on high
performance vehicles. We also have facilities to replace exhausts, catalytic
converters and batteries, as well as a four wheel digital alignment service.

www.cctyres.com e 01993 702066
Unit 7/8 Minster Industrial Park, Downs Road, Witney, Oxfordshire 0X29 0QS




NEWS

RAF Safety Centre Trophy Award 2025

Squadron Leader Masters, the lead for the Royal
Air Force Brize Norton Road Safety Team, was
announced as the RAF Safety Centre trophy
winner 2025, for his outstanding innovation

and commitment, driving a fundamental and
measurable improvement in safety culture across

the RAF’s largest station.

ith a high operating tempo
and complex infrastructure,
with thousands of vehicle
movements daily, Squadron
Leader Masters delivered a sustained
programme of innovation, education and
infrastructure improvement.

Overseeing 16 major road safety

initiatives, including station-wide
Road Safety Week, interactive Road

BRIZE NORTON SPRING 2026

Safety Roadshow, reaching over 4,000
personnel, the hard hitting 'Survive the
Drive' presentation and an extended
Christmas Drink Drive Campaign resulted
in a measurable decline in incidents.

This influence has extended across
every rank and department, creating
a unified approach to road safety that
has demonstrably reduced risk and
enhanced operational resilience.

Receiving the trophy from Air
Commodore Sam Sansome,
Squadron Leader Masters said:

“I’'m immensely proud to
accept the 2025 RAF Safety
Trophy. This award is a
testament to the outstanding
team at RAF Brize Norton.
This achievement highlights
their dedication, initiative,
and unwavering commitment
to keeping our people safe.
Empowering them has been a
privilege - this award belongs
to all of us."

Squadron Leader Masters

g Ei
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RAF Brize Norton Celebrates Dual Honours at
RAF Association Annual Conference

RAF Brize Norton has proudly secured the prestigious Lord Tedder Trophy
after raising the highest RAF Association (RAFA) Wings Appeal total in 2024.

he award was collected on behalf

of the Station by Group Captain

Henton, Wing Commander

Stringer, Chief Technician Craven
and Sergeant Anstis.

In addition to the Station's achievement,
Chief Technician Craven was personally
recognised with the Royal Air Force
Association Liaison Officer (RAFALO)

of the Year Award, acknowledging his
exceptional contribution to the Association
throughout 2024.

Both trophies were presented by Air
Marshal Sir Baz North, President of the RAF
Association, during the Annual Conference.
Reflecting on the awards, Station
Commander Group Captain Henton said:

“I was absolutely delighted to hear

that RAF Brize Norton had won the

Lord Tedder Trophy for raising the
highest net collection for the RAFA
Wings Appeal. This is a testament to the
outstanding commitment of the Station
RAFA Committee.

It was also fabulous to see Chief
Technician Craven recognised as RAFALO
of the Year. His dedication to RAFA over
the years has been phenomenal, and this
award is a fitting recognition.”

The awards highlight not only the Station’s
fundraising success but also the lasting
impact of its personnel’s dedication to the
welfare and support activities championed
by the RAF Association.

BROSLTD

SOUTHAM

‘@ ELECTRICAL

+= recev [0

Electrical Contractors

Solar PV & Battery Storage Installers

07920 043 082

- Complete house rewires

- New builds

- EICR Domestic and Commercial
- Fault finding and repairs

- Replacement fuse boards

- Boiler wiring

- Data cabling installations

- Fully insured and Part P registered

- Domestic, Commercial and
- Industrial installations

- Solar PV and Battery Storage
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RAF Falcons Continue Intensive Training Ahead
of 2026 Display Season

The Royal Air Force Falcons Parachute Display Team are pressing ahead with
an intensive pre-season training programme as they prepare for their 2026

display season.

s the UK's premier military

parachute display team, the

Falcons are working tirelessly

to ensure their trademark
precision, professionalism and aerial
excellence remain at the forefront of
their performances.

This year's build-up features several

new team members, who are being put
through their paces in a demanding
training regime designed to meet the high
standards expected of the RAF Falcons.
From advanced canopy control to complex
formation work, the new team members
are undergoing rigorous assessments to
ensure that they are fully prepared to join
the team in delivering spectacular displays
across the UK and overseas.

Training includes a combination of
ground-based drills, specialist parachute
instruction, physical conditioning and
detailed safety preparation. Under the
guidance of experienced instructors and
seasoned Falcons display parachutists,
the new team members are developing
the skills and confidence needed for the
challenging season ahead.

OC RAF Falcons Parachute
display Team, Flight Lieutenant
Compton-Davies said:

“Winter training has allowed us
to further develop and refine
the high-level skills required for
the season ahead. We have been
working tirelessly to perfect

our aerial displays, ensuring
audiences will once again

enjoy thrilling performances
throughout the year. You may
catch glimpses of us training

in and around the Oxfordshire
area during late March and
April, as we adapt to UK weather
conditions and operate across a
variety of drop zones during the
domestic phase of our training.”

The RAF Falcons are made up of both
Regular and Reserve personnel. To become
a Falcon, individuals must come from one
of the following specialisations: Training
Officer Branch, Physical Training Instructor,
or Survival Equipment Technician. Behind
every display is a dedicated network of
support. The Falcons are proud to be
backed by outstanding military personnel,
valued sponsors, the incredible members
of the public who attend our displays, and,
of course, their families.

With preparations well underway, the

RAF Falcons have a busy year ahead, and
the team is looking forward to bringing
audiences their full display schedule soon.

As the season approaches, the RAF Falcons
encourage the public to stay connected:

You can find out more
and keep up to date by
visiting:
www.raf.mod.uk/raffalcons

You can also follow the RAF Falcons on
social media for news, behind-the-scenes
updates and upcoming display
announcements.

Keep your eyes to the skies - you never
know when you may just catch a
glimpse of them.




@ Pearson | Edexcel

Approved Online Centre

Admissions accepted any time of year!

CONTACT US TODAY

+

THE GREAT

TOMMY
SLEEP OUT

BRAVE THE NIGHT AND
SUPPORT OUR VETERAN
COMMUNITY

Date: Anytime in March 2026

Location: You can take on this
challenge wherever you are!

& WWW.BENBRIDGEACADEMY.CO.UK

Online Learning

Full Curriculum —>— Years 3 to 13

Quote code: RAF26

Small Class Sizes

Flexible timetables

Individualised approach

Specialist SEND Support

Highly Qualified Subject Specialists

® 01624 873139

sponsored by
BAE SYSTEMS

Barratt
Redrow

Benbridge Academy is a fully online,
independent school, offering flexible
educational pathways to students from Years
3 to 13. With small class sizes, and excellent
pastoral care, we are able to individualise
learning journeys, working closely with
families to ensure that we are meeting the
needs of all our students. With live interactive
lessons and guided study sessions, students
have time and space to learn at their own
pace, without the pressure of a traditional

school environment.

Wherever you are in the world, enrolling with
Benbridge Academy ensures a consistent,
high quality education, with no gaps in

learning and access to resources 24/7, making

it a perfect solution for families who need
to relocate. With a focus on 21st Century
skills, such as collaboration, independence
and critical thinking, Benbridge Academy
is a positive, alternative choice that allows
families to take control of their child’s
education, preparing them for the future in

the best way possible.

~N

Mental Wellbeing Support for the RAF Community

During the month of March simply
sleep out for one night or more, to

help support homeless veterans. ‘

EE4E
RBVE.ORG.UK/SLEEPOUT S%
e

@RoyalBritishVeteransEnterprise (G) @RBVECharity

Service life can be deeply rewarding, but it brings unique pressures.
Long hours, demanding deployments, frequent relocations and the

expectation to remain calm and resilient at all times. That takes it’s
toll; not only on serving personnel, but on partners and families.

Jane Pendry at Sense-Ability Hypnotherapy & Coaching offers confidential
online therapy tailored to the Armed Forces community.

Jane is a multiple award-winning, accredited clinical hypnotherapist, fully
trained, DBS-checked and insured. She supports individuals experiencing
stress, anxiety, low mood, burnout, trauma and major life transitions using

g@rbve.org.uk € rbve.org.uk

RBVE (ER) s

r

(@)SENSE-ABILITY

Solution Focused
Hypnotherapy & Coaching

Resolve . Heal . Flourish

For complex trauma and phobias,
anxiety, stress, insomnia and
significant life changes. Specialist in
Emetophobia, the Fear of Vomiting.

Service life brings unique pressures for
Air Force personnel and their families.
You don’t have to manage them alone.

DBS Checked. Trained. Accredited. Insured.

Award-winning hypnotherapist,
Jane Pendry, offers confidential
therapy wherever you’re based.

RAF Brize Norton Exclusive

£20 off every therapy session

for military personnel, support
staff and their families.

v/ FREE 20-minute consultation
v/ FREE Rewind Trauma -
eligible personnel

- V/ Fully online sessions

v Online booking and secure payment
V Flexible appointments
V Safe, confidential support

www.sense-ability.co.uk ¢ jane@sense-ability.co.uk ¢ 07843 813883

evidence-based, neuroscience-informed approaches, including:

Solution Focused Hypnotherapy:
supporting nervous system
regulation, improving sleep, reducing
anxiety and enhancing focus.

‘Closure with Disclosure’
Trauma Resolution Techniques:

Eye Movement Desensitisation
& Reprocessing (EMDR): trained
by former military medic and
neuropsychologist, Marc Johnson.

i The Rewind Trauma Technique:

: trained by Dr David Muss. Free

: sessions often available for serving
i RAF personnel below commissioned
: rank experiencing service-related

: PTSD (subject to availability).

: Root Cause and Parts

: Hypnotherapy: for deeper-rooted,
: complex trauma, trained by Sarah
: Yuen-Gilliat, author of The PTSD

i Solution: A Military Approach.

Understanding the demands of miilitary life, Sense-Ability offers £20 off
every therapy session for RAF Brize Norton personnel and their families.

Flexible appointments, online booking and secure payments make accessing
support easy. The initial 20 minute exploratory consultation is free.

Seeking support is a proactive step toward maintaining wellbeing,

performance and healthy relationships.

For more information or to self-refer, get in touch with Jane at:

www.sense-ability.co.uk

+44 7843 813 883 (please text or WhatsApp)
jane@sense-ability.co.uk




Indoor Skydiving Takes Logistics Squadron to New Heights

or all involved, it was a first proved to be an ideal choice: physically value of stepping away from routine. As

encounter with the sensation of engaging, mentally refreshing, and just far one member of the team put it, they'd

freefall and it delivered exactly the enough outside the comfort zone to spark had a‘class day’, a simple summary

lift in morale the Squadron was genuine camaraderie. that captured the mood perfectly. The
aiming for. shared experience and the collective

By the end of the session, the group had sense of achievement all contributed to a

The day opened with a thorough safety not only mastered the fundamentals of noticeable lift in spirits.
brief and coaching session from the iFLY indoor flight but also rediscovered the Cpl N Jones

instructors, setting the team at ease before
they stepped into the wind tunnel for the
first time. Once the helmets were on and
the first brave volunteer stepped into the
tunnel, any nerves were quickly replaced
by laughter, wide-eyed surprise, and the
unmistakable buzz that comes from trying
something completely new. One by one,
the team entered the airflow, each flight
lasting only a short time but delivering a
rush that felt far longer.

For those involved, the purpose of the

day went beyond the novelty of flight.
Adventure Training remains a vital part of
RAF culture, offering personnel the chance
to challenge themselves, build resilience,
and strengthen the bonds that underpin
effective teamwork. Indoor skydiving
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e Royal Air Force

Benevolent Fund

We're here to
support you

Get support:
rafbf.org/serving-support

Call our helpline:
0300 102 1919

Whether you've served for a :
day or decades, as a Regular [E]3Es[E] Scan D

; EH.W_- me with
or Reserve, we're here for you. Hiﬁﬁ] your
L

E 2 camera

The RAF Benevolent Fund is a regist'éF charity in England and Wales (1081009) and Scotland (SC038109).




1Ai :
oY eeernd | () headspace

Do you need some

headspace?

We offer FREE memberships to Sign up today:

the mindfulness app Headspace,
for RAF serving personnel and rafbf.org/headspace

their partners. Or call: 0300 102 1919

v Experience guided mindfulness
exercises in bite-sized 10-minute

sessions - perfect for busy schedules Ik [=] D

, your

Helps improve mood, deeper =
4 P P P =)+ camera

relaxation and better sleep quality

The RAF Benevolent Fund is a registered charity in England and Wales (1081009) and Scotland (SC038109).




TRULY LocAL RADIO

& THE CI
| TRAFFIC |

wrfm.co.uk = @

WRFM: Serving the Community Through Local Voices

SURFM, a Bedowed lecal radio staticn in Wesl Oufordshing, continues 10 Be a vibrant hub
for local ndvars, muesic, and entertainment. Broadcasting liwe 2477, e slation reachas
listeners across Cxfordshire and the Cotswolds on their FM nequencies and online
Sreams.

WRFM priorilises providing a platform for the community. Their programming features

adnverse rangé of music caléring 1o all ages, alongsade local news updates and traffic

repods. Inferactive elements like live chal shows allow residents Lo engace wilh local
ssues and connect 'with each other,

The slations prirnacy aim and focus i 1o be a truly local resorce for the communily,
This includes interviews with residents, discussions on pressing Local matters like
housing and flocding, and promaling local businesses and events.

Whether you'ne looking for familiar tunes., updates on what's happening arcund town
or a chance 1o oonnect with your neghbours, WRFM affers a warm and welcoming
space on he airwaves.

Why nol follow WRFM on soctel media? Find us on Focebool
(facebooh.com. witneyradia). Twitter iguitneyradiol and instagram fwrfm,_rodia)
Tune in on their FM frequencies 90.2 - 107.4FM, on DAB, listen online, or ash your smart
spealer bo "Launch WRFM® and become parl of the vibrant community

TRULY LocAL RADIO

DSHIRE & THE C WoLD
MUSIC | | TRAFFIC |

1 0.2 -4 FM | Dnline | Smart speakosy

0 wrfm.co.uk = = &

Carnival Store

Fancy Dress Costumes & Accessories

s i $

"

L)
I\

T
= =~
Classic Storybook Alice Horrid Henry Little Red Riding Hood
£22.99 £34.99 £22.99
SKU Code: EG-3581 SKU Code: 881847 SKU Code: 883978

At the Carnival Store we pride ourselves in
hiring and selling quality fancy dress costumes
and accessories direct from our shop situated
in West Kensington. We have a dedicated team
& on hand from 10 am until 7pm, Monday to

¢ e Saturday, to help you get the most out of your

F- special occasion.

20% OFF
for World
Book Day &

& wori &
BOOK
DAY @

www.carnivalstore.co.uk
info@carnivalstore.co.uk
020 7603 2918 / 020 7603 7824

95 Hammersmith Rd, London W14 0QH

St. Patrick’s
Day 2025

LOUISE WARNEFORD

. MllllTﬁl\GE ADVISER

® 07943 450084 _
© louise.warneford@aitana.co.uk
E D)

You can also find
me on Facebook

is an appointed r ship, a trading
d regulated by the Fina

SUBSCRIBE
ONLINE
FOR FRee

Subscribe to keep up with the people
who defend us at home and abroad

T i

Carnival Store

Fancy Dress Costumes & Accessories

A

Adult Leprechaun Leprechaun St Paddy’s
£29.99 Costume Ensemble Outfit
SKU Code: 880641 £39.99 £55.99
] SKU Code: EM-3215  SKU Code: 35027

Irish Clover Hat  Glitter Top Hat Green

£9.99 £1.99
~ v SKU Code: ILFD2177  SKU Code: 1120609

Like something you see?

.—_# ’§ 8 You can find all these costumes and

[Nl accessories on www.carnivalstore.co.uk by
£53.99 copying the SKU code into the search bar.

SKU Code: 88490

_-,r' 95 Hammersmith Rd, London W14 0QH

= 020 7603 2918 / 020 7603 7824
info@carnivalstore. :




501 Squadron Dining-In Night -
A Celebration of Excellence and Tradition

501 Squadron Royal Auxiliary Air Force hosted its annual Dining-In Night.

he event was more than a formal and celebrated an outstanding year of

dinner, it was a celebration of performance, leaving everyone with lasting

achievement and camaraderie. memories of an extraordinary evening.

The night featured an awards AS2 Wright, acting as Ms Vice, captured
ceremony recognising outstanding the essence of the Squadron perfectly.

contributions across the Squadron, with
a wide range of accolades presented to
various members of the Squadron. AS1
Penderis was celebrated as Best Phase

2 Trainee, while the coveted art-time
Volunteer Reservist (PTRV) of the Year
award went to AS1 Bisset (Spicy). The
OC'’s Trophy was jointly awarded to Cpl
Popplewell and FS Gorman for their
exceptional leadership and commitment.
AS1 Scott received the Regis Deleuze
Award and Cpl Marshall was honoured
with a Special Recognition Award for his
remarkable efforts over the past 11 years
since the re-role of the organisation as a
Logistics Support Squadron. The Squadron
Supply Chain Specialists received a two-
star Team Commendation for their efforts

in a high-level tasking and finally, FS Rudge

surprised the room with a thoughtful
gesture, presenting the Squadron with a

beautifully cased and framed Union Flag as

his leaving gift. This flag was brought back
from the rededication service of Fg Off

G. Cox, a former Squadron Pilot who was
killed in action and formally rededicated
last year, a ceremony at which FS Rudge
proudly represented the Squadron.

The occasion drew an impressive turnout,
with 90% of the Squadron in attendance
alongside distinguished guests from the
higher headquarters and colleagues from
other sections. The sense of pride and
unity was palpable, as members reflected
on the Squadron’s successes and looked
forward to the year ahead.

Just one of the evening’s highlights

was a surprise solo performance by the
Squadron Piper AS1 Bisset, who delivered
a unique rendition of We Will Rock You,
mid-way through the dinner, blending
tradition with modern flair and earning
rapturous applause.

The Dining-In Night reaffirmed the
Squadron’s strong spirit of camaraderie
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As one of the more junior members, she
delivered a heartfelt tribute reflecting on
her first year of service, highlighting the

warm welcomes, enduring friendships, and

invaluable learning experiences that have
shaped her journey.

Quote:

“The atmosphere was
unforgettable, seeing

the Squadron come
together in such numbers,
celebrating achievements
and traditions, was

truly special and one

I don’t think anyone
attending will be
forgetting anytime soon.”

FIt Lt Smith
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’ L::S:st Fucﬁa FT-;-;‘LP . More Than Just Childcare

High-quality sports and activity provision for children across |
Oxfordshire & Warwickshire.

Holiday Camps

Burford | Warwick | Kitebrook
Running every school holiday 8:00-17:30, our camps offer flexible childcare filled with sport, games
and creative activities. Kitebrook camps also run during extended private school holidays.

Primary Schools & 1:1 Sports and SEND Coaching
We deliver engaging primary school sports sessions, as well as personalised 1:1 and SEND coaching,
supporting children of all abilities in a safe, positive environment.

Qualified and experienced coaching t Just Camps

- Quallned and experienced coacning team . .

- Fully DBS checked staff — helping Ch'ldrenfeel

- Paediatric first aid trained confident, active and supported.

- Safe, supportive environments

Just Camps delivers high-quality sports and activity provision for children across _ju st Camps
Oxfordshire and Warwickshire, supporting families during school holidays, term s P § st

time and beyond.

Holiday camps run throughout the school holidays, offering reliable, flexible childcare in a safe and
supportive environment. Children take part in a wide range of sports, games and creative activities,
leaving camps happier, more confident and eager to return.

Alongside holiday provision, Just Camps works closely with local primary schools to deliver engaging
sports sessions that develop coordination, teamwork and confidence. An inclusive approach ensures
every child feels supported and involved, regardless of ability or experience.

Just Camps also offers one-to-one sports coaching, including specialist SEND support. These calm,
structured and child-led sessions are tailored to individual needs, allowing children to progress at their
own pace in a positive and encouraging setting.

Just Camps is known for its extended family feel. Children are welcomed, encouraged and valued,
while parents trust that their children are in capable, caring hands. We are proudly community-driven,
building strong relationships with families and schools to create positive, lasting experiences.

Whether it’s a school holiday camp, a school sports session or individual coaching, Just Camps provides
a place where children feel confident, active and supported, every step of the way.




Exercise AUSURI SIEGE - AMFHQ'’s Staff
Ride to Malta

Twelve personnel from RAF Brize Norton
embarked on a transformative journey to
Malta for Exercise AUSURI SIEGE. A staff
ride designed to develop leadership,
operational insight, and strategic

thinking through the lens of the island’s
WWII legacy.

Malta’s Strategic Legacy: A Timeless
Case Study

Malta’s pivotal role in WWII offered

a powerful case study in geography,
command decisions, and joint operations.
Its resilience under siege and strategic
location in the Mediterranean provided a
backdrop for discussions linking historical
events to modern RAF challenges.

Day One: Operation PEDESTAL

The visit began with Operation PEDESTAL,
the 1942 Allied convoy mission that
resupplied Malta despite heavy losses. The
arrival of the SS Ohio symbolised resilience
and the strength of coordinated effort.

At Fort St EImo, participants explored the
operation’s relevance to modern logistics
and resilience. The group examined the
contributions of 32 Squadron and the
broader impact of air operations launched
from Malta. A tour of the Lascaris War
Rooms illustrated the complexity of
commanding the joint defence of Malta
from the underground complex. The day
concluded at the Commonwealth Air Force
Memorial where reflections on civilian
hardship during the siege drew poignant
comparisons to the Blitz in London.

Day Two: Siege and Sacrifice

The group visited the Miracle of Mosta
Church to consider the impact of an island
at siege and the Law of Armed Conflict. At
Imtarfa Military Cemetery, wreaths were
laid at the grave of Sgt James Reardon, a
Wellington Observer. The day ended at the
Malta Aviation Museum with discussions
on Control of the Air.

Day Three: Leadership and Legacy
Focus shifted to leadership at the Malta
at War Museum, where AVM Sir Keith
Park’s command style was examined as

a model of RAF crisis leadership. Fort St
Angelo provided a fitting venue to reflect
on Malta's George Cross award, sparking
conversations about courage, resilience,

BRIZE NORTON SPRING 2026

and the importance of recognition in
military service.

From History to Application

Each visit was designed to build not

just historical understanding but also
practical RAF skills of teamwork, analysis,
and communication. Participants drew
clear links between past and present,
identifying strategic geography, decisive
leadership, and joint force integration as
enduring lessons.

By walking in the footsteps of those who
defended Malta, personnel returned
with renewed perspective and a deeper
commitment to applying the past to
future challenges.

' Grand Harbour
the Saluting
ttery in Valletta.

Group photo at
Mosta Church.
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'ABING.DQ_II\HI ALY (MceCruddens Reparr

Specialists
General Servicing & Repairs ® Automatic & Manual Transmissions

McCruddens vehicle repair specialist
Is a family run business established In
1979 based In Carterton, Oxfordshire
We offer our customers a comprehensive
range of servicing & repairs of modern
Abingdon Airfield / Dalton Barracks & classic cars The management and staff
pride themselves in their workmanship
Includes: Flying Displays, Classic Vehicles, Live Music, Allcomers Dog Show, . . .
Tank Rides, Crafts, Static Alreraft and much more for all the family ensu rmg we del Iiver an OUtStandmg Ievel
_ of customer service and value for money.
Advance Tickets available to 23.58 on 12" June, thereafter full price applisss

Sat13"June2026  10AM-4.30PM

For Tickets, Information & Enquirigs
www.abingdonairandcoupriico.uk

e www.mccruddens.com
Garddin Inn

ardenin Enm: llors

Tel. 01993 844406
Email: stuartmccrudden@aol.com
S — S : | Unit 5-8 Carterton South Industrial Estate,
o Blackbourton Road, Carterton OX18 3EZ

powered by:

- PENNINGTONS
p MANCHES
COOPER

SUN 21 JUNE | OXFORD UNIVERSITY RUGBY CLUB

A ad >
.CHOOSE YOUR ROUTE

25, 45 &74 MILES

CHOOSE YOUR ROUTE

32, 58 8- 75 MILES '

' f
ﬁd@@’&:w&ﬂv

SUN 30 AUGUST | WESTONBIRT SCHOOL

SCAN ME




COMMUNITY

DentaliCentrel@ralidealthiSchocl\Visit

asmine, the Oral Health Educator Jasmine - Oral Health Educator. '

from RAF Brize Norton Dental

Centre, recently visited St. John's

Primary School in Carterton, where
she delivered an informative and engaging
session to Key Stage 2 pupils. Her visit
aimed to highlight the importance of
proper brushing techniques and raise
awareness of how sugar consumption
affects dental health.

Joined by former RAF Dental Nurse, Alex,
who now works within education, they
crafted a dynamic session filled with
interactive learning. The excitement began
with a food cut-out game, where students
identified which snacks contained sugar.
The findings were both surprising and
enlightening for the children.

The session continued with a presentation
that explored tooth-friendly snacks and
the risk of sugary drinks, highlighting

how sugar and plaque can contribute to
dental decay.

The highlight of the day involved the
children using disclosing tablets, an
innovative tool that reveals missed
brushing spots by staining them bright
pink (and occasionally blue). It was a
thrilling moment as they discovered areas
they'd overlooked while brushing.

Frx

Each student received goodie bags

filled with toothbrushes, mouth mirrors,

informative leaflets, and additional

disclosing tablets to encourage continued Disclosing Tablet. :
learning and engagement at home. - —

s

')

r
T TN

h

The RAF Brize Norton Dental Centre

is committed to providing oral health
education not only to serving personnel,
but also to military families and the wider
community of Carterton.

e

If your child attends a
school or nursery near RAF
Brize Norton that could
benefit from a fun and
educational lesson in oral
health, please reach out to
Jasmine, the Oral Health
Educator, at
UKStratCom-DMS-DPHC-
BZN-DenGrp@mod.gov.k
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COMMUNITY

Supporting Our Families of
Deployed Personnel: The
Launch of Take Away Tuesday

In February, the People & Families Support team,
formerly known as Community Support, launched an
exciting new initiative: Take Away Tuesday. Designed
specifically for the families of deployed personnel, the
event aims to create a warm, welcoming space where
families can come together, connect with others in
similar circumstances, and enjoy a well-deserved

Craft Activi
night off from cooking. fties

Games

he inaugural evening was a great success. Families L. T - Soft Play

tucked into delicious pizzas while children made full use  ESecamises & - Y THE FIRST

of the soft-play area and got creative with Valentine's s . d

Day crafts. Laughter, conversation and a real sense of b 47 45 J 2o e E\-I;UESDAY OF
community filled the centre, with many attendees saying they Al Vg A ERY MONTH
were already looking forward to the next event. o TN

Initiatives like Take Away Tuesday play an important role in
supporting the families of our Service personnel. Not only

do they offer a relaxed and enjoyable environment, they also
provide valuable opportunities for family members to chat with
the People & Families Support Team, who are on hand to offer
guidance and assistance with any challenges that may arise
during their loved one’s deployment.

For further information and to book your place at Take Away
Tuesday please email bzn-community@mod.gov.uk )

g_
AHIIYSHAHB[IIBx
GOING THROSSEE I [ =
n ST o n M groups for me -
“ OPEN - 23° Feb
OR JUST BEEN EVERY MONDAY
THROUGHONE? | i | e

BANK HOLS

AMDYSMANCLUE LTD is 2
Registered Charity In England

FIND OUT Info@andysmanclub.co.uk "scositts) a0 3 conpany

Limited by Guaraniee, registered

MORE www.andysmanclub.co.uk srsoxarmorauk fpssmae msss
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&— WITNEY USED CAR CENTRE

* Open 6 Days a Week o Low Rate Finance
e QOver 50 Cars in Stock Available

o Part Exchanges Welcome/ ° Gar finance specialists
Cars Bought for Cash for the armed forces

www.witheyusedcars.co.uk
info@witneyusedcars.co.uk

or call for more info:

01993 775545 /07786 100257

58 Brize Norton Road, Minster Lovell,
Witney, Oxfordshire OX29 ORY

VISA @0 €0 E] 6] B () Giose Brothers
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TRAVEL

Let go of the planning,

— = Scan the
QR code for
our holiday
collection

Worldwide Tours from £999pp
Ocean Cruises from £1,699pp

To book, check availability or to request a brochure
Call 01283 893 730 and mention RAF Mag 26
Visit rivieratravel.co.uk/AIR

Bookings for individuals as well as groups are accepted. Not all elements of a holiday are included in this deal. 109% of

the basic cost will be deducted from the invoice. Riviera Travel retain the right to withdraw this offer at any time. Please '@ABTA
remember to mention ‘RAF Mag 26’ at the time of booking. AT o W7 Rt



