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Even with the improved performance of the new Spitfire and

Hurricane, it was doubtfulif they would catch attacking German

bombers from a'standing start: What was needed was the abilty to

detect

our fighters to the right position and height in order to defend Brtish
pace.

1n 2019, the School moved to s synthetic training to RAF Shawbury,
leaving behind the live and advanced training in the newly-formed Air
Surveillance and Control System Operational Conversion Unit. Both
Units continue the legacy of the trining Units who helped to detect
and defend British airspace in 1940.

The various traning establishments fo radar operators, Filter Offcers,
Controlers, theirassistants and technical personnel continued to
expand throughout the war to meet the growing requirement for
detection and defencein the ar. They served throughout al theatres,
from Europe to the Middle East and as far as Burma,

at Bawdsey the radar chain,
starting from the single station at Bawdsey, was expanding rapidly
through 1938 and 1939 in the rush to provide suffcient detection

pat
July 1940, Squadron Leader Hart’s system had trained personnel for 28
larger Chain Home stations, each with 40 operators and technicians,
and 36 smaller Chain Home Low stations, each with 25 operators and
technicians.

warning until on 26 February 1935 near Daventry, Robert Watson-Watt
demonstrated that the disturbance of radio waves by aircraft could be
measured and shown on an oscilloscope.

and
their Controllers, Assstants and Plotters. The Controlers used the.
the fighters, and where to place them for best advantage to atack
the enemy. Plotters and Assistants were trained at 2 new training
establishment at RAF Leighton Buzzard.

The radar stations were just one part of a complex and widespread
airspace.
Dowding System, ater Air Chief-Marshal Dowding, Commander in
Chief Fghter Command. Detecting enemy aircraft n time, and having
personnel to do i, was.

lers had Ittask
the ability to elate what they Saw on the plotting table to what their
pilots were seeing n the a. A Controller Training Unif was established
at RAF Stanmore, beside HQ Fighter Command at RAF Bentley Priory,
toteach these skills o2 range of officers

[
provided by the radar chain and the Observer Corps into timely
information that could be used to direct a defensive air batte

“All the ascendancy of the Hurricanes and

Spitfires would have been fruitless but for .o
this system which had been devised and g

built before the war. It had been shaped

and refined in constant action, and all
was now fused together into a most
elaborate instrument of war, the il

.

P Ted by civilian
B Watson-Watt. In 1937, Squadron Leader Raymund Hart was posted
t0Bawdsey. His task was to study radar with a view to ensuring that
he had sufficient knowledge and staf to train any Service personnel
necessary for maintaining and operating radar equipment, so that
was made by the scentists
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