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BRASSEY'S WORLD AIRCRAFT & 
SYSTEMS DIRECTORY 1998/99 
(Chief Editor Michael Taylor) 

Somewhat immodestly described by its publishers as 
"the ultimate reference work for the aerospace industry" , 
Brassey's World Aircraft & Systems Directory (WA&SD) 
lives up to their claims by making further refinements in 
its second edition. 

Fully revised and updated, the publication this time boasts 
a second colour, larger illustrations and the addition of air­
to-surface, anti-ship and anti-armour missile drawings. 
Another innovation, "taking into account widespread 
demand", is a Spaceflight section which details operational 
commercial launch vehicles and manned spacecraft. 
Other subjects covered in WA&SD include electronic 
warfare and special reconnaissance/surveillance types, 
combat aircraft, helicopters and gyros, air-launched 
missiles and airborne radars. 

This is typical of the scope of a publication which, it is 
claimed, contains much material which cannot be found 
in any other single source reference book. PBW 
Details: Brassey's (UK) Ltd, 33 John Street, London 
WC1N 2AT, tel 01717537777. 

SPLASH ONE: 
THE STORY OF JET COMBAT 
(Ivan Rendall) 

Aggression, hunting and killing make up the function of a 
jet fighter, according to author Ivan Rendall , whose book, 
Splash One, sets out to tell the story of aerial combat in 
the jet age - from global confrontation at the start of the 
Cold War to policing the skies over Iraq and Bosnia. 
Using interviews (many previously unseen) and 
declassified combat reports, Rendall is able to convey 
detailed descriptions of fighting , both in and from the air, 
from the men who participated in some of the classic 
battles for air superiority in the last 50 years. 

As well as analysing more than half a century of technical 
developments in the fighter itself and its weapons 
systems and electronics, he also traces the evolution of 
aerial combat doctrine and tactics perfected in battles in 
world-wide theatres. 

Ranging from the Korean war to Vietnam, from the Six­
Day War to the Yorn Kippur War and, later, the Gulf, the 
book traces the salutary lessons which led to the 
establishment of the legendary 'Top Guns' school of air 
combat. Turning to the future, Rendall, who served in the 
RAF, speculates on the possible new generation of 
fighter systems and pilots which might be expected to 
respond to the challenges of the next century. Will the 
traditional heroic fighter pilot we have come to know be 
replaced by robot warrior, microcircuits and "smart 
weapons," he ponders. PBW 
Wiedenfield & Nicholson, £20 
ISBN: 1-85753-245-7 
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