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By Squadron Leader (later Marshal of the Royal Air Force) 
William S Douglas

Disclaimer: The views expressed are those of the authors concerned, not necessarily the MOD. 

FIGHTING IN THE AIR
(Personal Recollections 3rd course document and 
essay No II)

Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sholto Douglas, 1st Baron Douglas of Kirtleside, GCB 
MC DFC served as a pilot (flying the BE2c, Strutter, and SE5a), flight commander and 
squadron commander during the First World War. He became Assistant Chief of the Air 
Staff in 1938 and Deputy Chief of the Air Staff in 1940. During the Second World War he 
famously clashed with other RAF commanders over the strategy for the Battle of Britain, 
replacing Dowding as AOC-in-C Fighter Command in November 1940. Later in the War he 
would command both Middle East Command and Coastal Command. He was promoted 
to Marshal of the Royal Air Force in 1946, when he became the 2nd Commander of the 
British Zone of Occupation in Germany. He retired in 1947, becoming a Labour party peer 
in 1948.

This paper was first published in 1925 as part of a compilation of essays based on 
lectures given by officers attending the third course at the RAF Staff College, 1924-25 
and is reproduced here in its original form.

2nd Lieutenant Sholto Douglas MC beside his SE5a 
aircraft during World War I. 
Image by Air Historical Branch; 
UK Ministry of Defence © Crown Copyright 2018



13

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

14



15

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

16



17

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

18



19

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

20



21

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

22



23

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

24



25

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

26



27

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

28



29

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

30



31

FIGHTING IN THE AIR



AIR POWER REVIEW VOL 21 NO 1

32



33

FIGHTING IN THE AIR




	Slide 1

