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By Squadron Leader (later Air Commodore) John C Quinnell

Disclaimer: The views expressed are those of the authors concerned, not necessarily the MOD. 

Air Commodore John Charles Quinnell DFC transferred to the Royal Flying Corps from the 
Royal Artillery in 1914. Over the next 30 years he flew the RE8, DH9, Bristol F2B, DH10 
and Vimy, and served in Iraq, Germany and India. He commanded numerous Squadrons 
and, later, Groups including No 1 Air Defence Group, No 31 (Balloon Barrage) Group, and 
No 28 (Training) Group. He retired from the RAF in 1945.

This paper was first published in 1924 as part of a compilation of essays based on 
lectures given by officers attending the third course at the RAF Staff College, 1923-24 
and is reproduced here in its original form.
 

EXPERIENCES WITH A DAY 
BOMBING SQUADRON IN THE 
INDEPENDENT FORCE IN 1918
(Personal Recollections 2nd course 
document and essay No VII)

An unidentified DH9 two-seat day 
bomber as used by 99 Squadron 
during 1918 while flying as part of the 
Independent Force in France. 
Image by Air Historical Branch; 
UK Ministry of Defence © Crown Copyright 2018
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