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Reminiscences of a World War I
RAF Wellington pilot
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FLIGHTS INTO THE NIGHT

L. Anthony Leicester

Flights into the Night is a fascinating collection of World War
adventure stories. As a young RAF pilot Anthony Leicester’s wartime
service took him to Canada, the Middle East, India and Burma as well
as Europe. As an eighteen-year-old student pilot he survived a midair
collision in Canada. Then, at nineteen, as the Captain of a Wellington Il
he lost an engine over the Atlas mountains during the African campaign
and was faced with the agonising choice of crash landing, bailing out
or finding a safe airfield hundreds of miles away in the Sahara Desert.

Anthony Leicester’s responsibilities were typical of those faced by
young airmen every day throughout the 2nd World War. But Flights into
the Night is not without its lighter side. Where some stories are
informative and dramatic, others are humorous. For example, the
author recalls the occasion when he and his crew are arrested in a
Cairo hotel by an army Colonel with a dislike of aircrew! Collectively
Flights into the Night provide an illuminating insight into the experiences
and emotions of wartime RAF service.

The Author: Anthony Leicester was born in Weybridge, Surrey and as a
pilot in the RAF received his wings at the age of eighteen. In 1942, at
nineteen, he flew a Wellington bomber from England to India. He
completed a tour of operations flying over Burma before returning to
England. After VE Day he flew Dakotas in and out of Europe for RAF
Transport Command.

After leaving the RAF Anthony Leicester emigrated to Canada where he
served for twenty years in the RCAF as an instrument flying instructor
and transport pilot.
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