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adventures made this a reality, it was air power that actually killed
women and children in their homes on a scale hitherto considered
improbable. That this may win the contest without recourse to
wasteful trench warfare added grist to the mill of the early air power
theorists.

Buckley is particularly strong in this area and his chapter on the
development of air power doctrine and theory in the inter-war years
is highly recommended to those requiring an introduction to the
subject, His treatment of Douhet is excellent – especially as the
latter’s work is far more often cited than actually read. This chapter
on doctrine and theory also comprehensively covers land and
maritime warfare as well as the well-trodden ground of strategic
bombing. Buckley includes theory from the French and Japanese
perspectives in addition to covering the traditional UK, US and
Luftwaffe thinking. The book then covers the War in Europe, the Far
East and then goes into the Cold War era. Again for those requiring
an introduction to this history, Buckley is concise and very readable.
His blend of historical narrative and analysis is excellent. The
academic credentials of this book are, not surprisingly, enhanced by
an excellent bibliography and comprehensive end notes. This book is
recommended to anyone with an interest in air power history, and
particularly to those who may be tasked with conceptual thinking –
whether this be for the production of essays or staff papers.
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By the end of the Twentieth Century, total war almost appeared to
have become a forgotten concept. The demise of the Soviet Union
and the Warsaw Pact had reduced to virtually zero the possibility of
large-scale conflict. At the same time, events in the Gulf, Somalia
and the Balkans had changed the way in which analysts of all hues
had to look at future conflict. Small scale contingencies, with their
demands on high-use/low-density assets (such as ISTAR, SEAD and
strategic lift), appeared to be becoming more demanding than the
increasingly unlikely possibility of a return to major or total war.

It is, however, important to remember that air power was effectively
born during total war and was nurtured in the expectancy of having a
decisive role to play in any future conflict – on any scale. John
Buckley takes the reader from the birth of air power, through the
inter-war years, to the Second World War and then into the Cold
War. He emphasises the importance of the role of air power in
accelerating the trend for warfare to become more ‘total’, with the
conflict between nations extending from the battlefield to affect all of
the populations. While some may argue that the scale of Napoleon’s
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