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PURSUIT THROUGH DARKENED SKIES
AN ACE NIGHT-FIGHTER CREW IN WORLD WAR I
By Michael Allen DFC

The ‘bomber support’ operations of No 100 Group have attracted
little attention from the air historian yet they provide a unique insight
into a type of operation that has become a fundamental element of
recent air campaigns. Indeed, it was the exploits of the men of 100
Group that developed and established the key role of electronic
warfare. Pursuit Through Darkened Skies is a gripping story told by
one of the RAF’s most successful night-fighter navigators, Michael
Allen.

Allen’s four-year partnership with his equally brilliant pilot, Harry White
(later Air Commodore) had an inauspicious start; they were sacked
by Guy Gibson! Posted to a Turbinlite Havoc squadron they were
given an opportunity to learn their trade before joining 29 Squadron
to fly the Beaufighter and later the Mosquito. They finished the war
as one of the outstanding night fighter crews to fly in World War |l
having destroyed twelve enemy aircraft and each being awarded
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three DFCs. In addition to being a personal memoir, this book
amounts to the definitive account of the development and the tactics
of the little-known ‘bomber support’ operations and the use of
Serrate as the Beaufighters and Mosquitos intercepted the enemy
night-fighters trying to infiltrate the allied bomber streams.

The book also includes a very human dimension. The author displays
his great admiration and sympathy for the bomber crews and his
deep frustration and anguish at not being able to do more to protect
them. In addition, as the story unfolds, the comradeship, personal
friendship and the team work developed by Allen and his pilot Harry
White highlight how these intangible aspects help ferment a brilliant
working partnership in a two-man crew. The book also raises very
relevant question marks about higher-level decisions on the allocation
of resources. The reader is left with the overwhelming feeling that
Michael Allen and his gallant colleagues could have achieved so
much more in support of their bomber friends if a greater priority had
been afforded to the bomber support squadrons. This is a book for
every aviation bookshelf and library.
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