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describes the role and increasing importance of technically gathered
intelligence over the traditional sources. The paucity of ‘humint’ from
Nazi occupied Europe, particularly after the Venlo incident (in which
two SIS officers were captured, tortured and their networks
subsequently eradicated) highlights the intelligence gap that had to
be painstakingly filled by the producers of ULTRA. Bennett rightly
highlights the scope that this material allowed for the discovery of
enemy intentions above and beyond his order of battle, deployment
and capability. Notwithstanding his ‘insider’ status, Bennett does not
overstate the importance of the product – it helped, but did not
measurably shorten the war. The author’s academic standing as a
prominent historian is evident in his staunch refusal to indulge in
either ‘virtual history’ or the game of ‘what might have been’.
Any book on intelligence is, however, bound to be at its best in
describing the positive impact that the ‘product’ has had on a
particular campaign or operation. The chapter on Bomber
Command, whilst probably of most appeal to students of air power,
is therefore almost bound to be the most frustrating as it chronicles a
stubborn refusal to accept apparently irrefutable evidence that
demonstrated the failure of pre-war strategic bombing doctrine
(dogma) as well as the ineffectiveness of individual operations.
Examples includes the interception of police cyphers that
downplayed the after effects of the Dambusters raid on the one
hand, as against the refusal to accept indications of the effectiveness
of bombing on the Luftwaffe and associated aircraft industry.
Almost inevitably, Harris comes in for considerable criticism
particularly because he was ‘virtually impervious to intelligence’. It
must be said at the outset that Bennett does not, for obvious
reasons as he is an intelligence enthusiast, catalogue Harris’s bad
experiences of special material early in the war. Nor does he situate
intelligence in the wider field of often conflicting extraneous material
and advice from such sources as the Ministry of Economic Warfare.
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The inclusion of the I-word – intelligence – in a book title adds 
something of a frisson, whatever the subject. This has inevitably given 
rise to a proliferation of books ranging from serious to sensationalist. 
This book by Ralph Bennett falls very definitely into the former 
category. The author, as the cover points out, has a ‘unique place in 
the history of wartime intelligence’ – not least because he spent much 
of the war at Bletchley Park as a producer of ULTRA material. This 
book was first published in 1994 and this Pimlico edition has 
incorporated some details from recently released PRO material.
Without wishing to sound rude, the intelligence community has often 
appeared to suffer from something of an inferiority complex as if its 
practitioners alone are aware of the vital importance of their work –or 
the ‘product’. The author himself describes intelligence as being a 
Cinderella in peace and a Princess in war. In his introduction, Bennett



NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READ
W READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READ NEW 

EADING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READ NEW RE
ADING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READ NEW READ

G NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READING NEW READ NEW READINGb o o k  r e v i e w s

b o o k  r e v i e w s

132

The author does remark on the absence of dedicated ULTRA
handling officers at HQ Bomber Command in contrast to HQ 8th AF
of the USAAF. Bennett goes on to suggest that it would have been
‘beyond belief’ that relevant material was not passed on by Portal to
Harris. But this is not catalogued in detail nor are alternative
secondary sources given. What is clear, however, is that even if
copious quantities of special material had been sent to High
Wycombe, there were insufficient analytical staff to exploit it to the
full. More importantly, the apparent unwillingness of the C-in-C to

listen would in any event have rendered the effort nugatory.  This was
in marked contrast to other theatres where eminently sensible use
was made of all source material; Tedder stands out as one such
example. 
The air power student is recommended to read the book as a whole
and not just Chapter 4 on Bomber Command. The analysis in the
main chapters is exemplary and the narratives in the Appendices
make an excellent accompaniment. 




	apr_vol3_iss3_review2.pdf
	apr_vol3_iss3_review3.pdf
	Slide 1

