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CLEAN SWEEP
THE LIFE OF AIR MARSHAL SIR IVOR
BROOM
Tony Spooner

The remarkable story of a
lad from the Rhondda Valley
who rose from the rank of
Sergeant Pilot to Air Marshal
receiving the DSO, three
DFCs, an AFC and other
decorations along the way.
He completed three tours of
operations over enemy
territory including thirty-one
extremely dangerous low
level attacks on enemy
targets from the
beleaguered island of Malta.
All the officer pilots in his
squadron had been killed or
were missing and he was
commissioned by the AOC
Malta and led the squadron
on a number of missions.
But Clean Sweep is not only
the story of a skilful and
courageous wartime pilot

but also relates his varied post-war life. In 1955 he set a new speed
record flying from Canada to England in a Canberra bomber, became
Commandant of CFS which included the management of the Red
Arrows and he commanded the strategically important No 11 Group
at the height of the Cold War. In 1972 whilst still in the RAF he
became Deputy Controller of the National Air Traffic Services and
took over as Controller in 1974, retiring from the RAF in 1977.
Tony Spooner is a former Coastal Command and BOAC pilot who
helped to pioneer transatlantic routes. His other books are In Full
Flight, The Spooners of Middle England, Warburton’s War and
Coastal Ace, his biography of Squadron Leader Terence Bulloch.
Sir Ivor Broom was central to the RAF’s operational activity for the
majority of the 2nd World War. He became one of its most highly
decorated pilots and subsequently a widely respected commander.
But Clean Sweep also gives a fascinating glimpse of RAF life through
some of its most eventful years and will have broad appeal across
the military history market. Now available in Goodall paperback.
Crécy Publishing Ltd £5.99
Publication: August 2000
ISBN: 0907579 18 3
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