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Escape to Freedom
An Airman’s tale of Capture, Escape and Evasion

by Tony Johnson

Price: £19.95
ISBN: 0 85052 894 1
Publisher: Pen & Sword Books Ltd

Escape to Freedom tells the story of Tony Johnson’s experiences in the RAF, his imprisonment and the
treatment suffered by him and his fellow prisoners at the hands of the Germans, before he finally escaped
and made his way home to England and to the girl who had waited for him.

Tony Johnson was a wireless operator/airgunner in a Vickers Wellington bomber during the Second World
War. When he arranged to meet his new girlfriend, Joyce, he could not have known that he would be
unable to keep that date until the end of the war. Shot down over Germany on his next mission, he 
parachuted to safety. In spite of a valiant effort to evade capture, he was eventually  apprehended and
sent to a prisoner-of-war camp to sit out the rest of the war. But Johnson had no intention of remaining a
prisoner and looked for every opportunity to escape. Eventually that moment came and he was free for a
short time before recapture. He was a POW for two years until finally managing to escape successfully.
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