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Urquhart went so far 
as to suggest that CAS 
'might easily have turned 
the scale and allowed 
the whole of 1 Para Bde 
to have concentrated 
near the main Arnhem 
Bridge'. Many historians 
have accepted Urquhart’s 
judgment

Lieutenant General Urquhart

one day after XXX Corps began their advance. 
In practice, poor visibility in Britain delayed the 
lift on 18 September so that the landings began at 
1400, but this still meant that 1 Airborne Division 
was brought into Holland in about 25 hours.83

Had a double lift been attempted on 17 September 
(and assuming both lifts were successful), the 
troops conveyed by the first lift would have landed 
at dawn, and would have been exposed in the field 
for the entire day before the second lift arrived; 
it could not have arrived before late afternoon. 
Given the time required for their assembly and the 
collection of equipment, it is extremely unlikely 
that the force elements infiltrated by the second 
lift could have been employed before nightfall. 
Therefore 1 Airborne Division would not have 
begun operations at full divisional strength (had 
such operations been planned) until dawn on the 

18th, at least 24 hours after their initial landing. 
In short, they might have gained just one hour’s 
advantage from a double lift on 17 September. 
 
Control of the Air and CAS Operations 
Control of the air is fundamental not only to air 
warfare but to nearly all types of military operation. 
However, Stephen Badsey has argued that the Allies 
fought Market Garden with ‘air inferiority, which 
was self-inflicted’.84 Furthermore, the Second Tactical 
Air Force — 2 TAF — has often been severely 
censured for failing to provide sufficient close air 
support (CAS) for 1 Airborne Division at Arnhem, 
and indeed for Market Garden as a whole. After the 
operation Urquhart went so far as to suggest that 
CAS ‘might easily have turned the scale and allowed 
the whole of 1 Para Bde to have concentrated near 
the main Arnhem Bridge.’85 Many historians have 
accepted Urquhart’s judgment.
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