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etween about 1998 and 2002, Ballistic Missile
B Defence (BMD) was a contentious political
issue in Britain. Though the topic has

received less public attention since, it remains an
important subject for Britis fence policy and
our relationship with the U
the United States. Many BMD issues have yet to be
resolved, and sooner or later, it will return to the
political agenda.

BMD, despite the apparent novelty of the subject,
has been around for over 60 years. For much of
the Cold War it was the single most controversial
topic in Western defence strategy and transatlantic
security relations. Not surprisingly therefo
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of attitudes and beliefs derived from the very
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ircumstances of past decades.

United States is devoting significant resources
to the deployment of a variety of defensive
systems and several other countries, including
Japan, Taiwan, Russia, Germany, France, Italy and

therlands are making more mc
a whole is moving slowly towards a new
-wide defence capability.

st efforts.

Britain currently has no plans to acquire any sort

of BMD capability, despite being the first country
ome under ballistic missile attack

in histor ,
defence relationship with the
United States. The UK, however, is cooperating
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and despite its clc
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