The term Effects Based Operations, or EBO, is

becoming prevalent in the lexicon of many

— Western militaries. As the limitations of the
current Objective-based approach to operational

planning are revealed, an alternative is being

\ sought. Effects — versus Objectives — may well

| become the central consideration for the planning,
execution and evaluation of military operations.

| Asestabl ished leaders in the field of Western military
* concept development, the United Kingdom (UK) and
o the United States (US) are grappling with the concept
of EBO in an attempt to define that concept and
determine its implications. However, neither country
currently practices what could be called EBO.
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This paper will provide an assessment of the US
and UK EBO concept development with a view to
contribute some basic thoughts on EBO, and will
focus on one small, yet important aspect — the
‘identification” of effects.

The US view of Effects Based Operations
The United States Joint Forces Command
(USJFCOM) has defined EBO as:

‘A process for obtaining a desired strafegic outcome
or ‘effect’ on the enemy, through the synergistic,
multiplicative, and cumulative application of the
full range of military and non-military capabilities
at the tactical, operational, and strategic levels.”!
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