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foreword

S?f?£-|“^^Jectlfiii wwe encomtered mistakes v/ere made andrectiii^. It is not sul l icient merely to state tn
conclusiw that tile operations were an undoubted  s ccess -
that much is «alf,evident - fc- lessons earbriearSer
FromHLfr^? wuccassful as veil as unsuccessful campaigns.
ha?e eSerJed!*^®''® ° Predominantly Important points
tho Tha first of these points is that throughout
f^shJJtiL suffered, perhaps most of allf froma shor^e of equipment of all kinds. The extent of

varied in relation to the different types
^ed, but it was always prevalent and

Many of these shortag.^s were un-
8  demands of a global war necassarily placed
L  nations available sources, and this
Jn s© when it is borne in mind that the war
ie fSuS»tTnn climax at the same time as the
re oecupation of Burma was oeing effected. Nevertheless,
the experleneu of the Burma campaign had shovn that in

responsible for
supplying us with equipment an insufficient awareness of

°£ requirements. The system of control
enhanced by the considerable distances

complicated and, at times, heart-
unresponsive. These shortages were Aot

22 supplies alone, but in a number of ground
embraced personnel. It will be appreciated

from the pictures painted in this Review of the effects
shortages at Squadron level that the greatest

credit is due to all air and ground personnel on our
worked long hours in the face of countless
under unusual conditions, and in appflling

#»

secottd main point to emerge is that
administration were caused by the extremely

•omplleatad system of control by higher formations in this
theatre. This was particularly marked during the early
stages of the campaign before the RAF. Element of Combat

w®® status. At this time
made on sundry operational and

AGSSA, through Eastern Air
to 221 Group, 224 Group, and 229 Group. This

chain « command led to Inevitable confuslrq, which was not
®u e**®^cated even after the formation of 232 Group
when 2^ Group still continued to exercis. administrative
c*ntroi. It is considered that in the planning of

®5™Paigns Involving Transport Support operations,
^f^oiency control be maintained as the keyboari of

4  not desired to exaggerate any difficulties
encountered magnify them out of proportion. Equally
22 m undesirable to brush them aside as bagatelles.
The Transport Support effort is. Indeed, enhaheed and its
achievements appear the more remarkable v/hen all these
factors are taken into consideration. Great things
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were achieved, and that numerous difficulties an'^
Obstacles ware ever present and had to ba overcome
reflects the greatest credit on all persoiinel in •* he
field. It is considered that the success of British
Xr^spert Support operations n Burma can be most
aptly summed up in the f%llowing words which appeared
M Eastern Air Command's weekly Intelligence Summary,
No. 37 ’

•The whole campaign has been a striking
Illustration cf a fact new in warfare - namely
that air p«weT can be used to transport, supply,
and support grcund troops entirely independently
ef ground channels. This has boon South
East Asis's contribution to the arf >f war".

i jv I M' . >

Air Vice Marshal,
Air Officer Cemi.anding,

^32 Qrpup,

I
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Introduction.

Thtj experience of the military and air force conmanders
in the Burma theatre in 1944, as gaJ.ned frun the outcome of tixe
operations then in progress, made it abund.ntly jlear that their
future aim of Hating the enemy ind recapturing Burma depended
on the ability of he Air Force tc supply and maintain the ground
forces by atr.

Up till the autumn of 1944 many difficulties, princip
ally caused by the siiortage of transport aircraft in South East
Asia, necessarily limited the scale of air supply, the effectlve-

of which had already bean proved by the successful supplying
of the Imphcl gcrrlson during the spring and early summer
success which halteu once and for all the Japanese dreams of an
invasion of India.

ness
a

r»

At this time the organisation for the operational
control of the R.A.F. Transport Squadrons had already been

incorporated under the Thira Tactical Air Force, but it was
rapidly becoraiiig evident th..t a separate organisation v;a3
required for the control of all Transport a:’.rcraft working
the 14th Army. Consequently it v/as uc ,id a that British ̂ d
American Transport operations in B'''rnia should oe controlled by
an integrated Ang"o-American Headquarters, commanded by an
..merican General, (Brig-General F.W. Evans), and knora
as the Combat Cargo Task Force, each Air Force providing 50^
of the Squadrons. At the boginnlng of oct ber a skeleton of
the American Element formed i . Calcutta, later in vhe month

moving to Com .la. The R.A.F. Element of this Force was
formed with ... .ect from 2nd i.-vvomber, 1944 but it ’-/as not
until the midale of December that t..e main body o- otaff

Officers arrived on posting from the United Kingdom, with

Air ComiTiOdore J.D. . Har±nan, O.B.E, D.F.C. as Comm^der or
the R.A.F. Element and also Deputy-Commander of Combat Cargo
Task Force.

I

.. summary of :he military operations from December
1944 to the end of t .e Japanese war and how tnese operations
wore closelv supported by Transport Sqxiadrons is
following Chapter, with special emphasis on the vital roie

played by air supply in rhe final defeat of the enemy In B^ma.
Willie the aim of this Review is to descr-be the effort of the
R.A.F. Transport Support Operations,
up, with difficulties met and overcome, it will be appreciated
that in the Chapter whic:. follows any description of the R.A.F.
operations up to the fall of Rangoon must necessarily 

be
closely allied to the attendant /anerican Transport effort.

-1-
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5?sSlS‘5S?S fr ‘"^

JKtSS' r-V"operations from Hathazari and Imphal respectively.
K,.+ ^ flquadrojls were at this time based at Aeartala

December they were brought to Comilla *

war^Lnfl«®,.f^*^ Agartala. This move
fir C 46 alrLaJU"® o^er aU-waather alrfiold was avalise

On 20th December a further Squadron, 43^
warTSinf^*^ operations from Tullhal and shortly afier^

S^iaL«n nearby stMp at Kangla by 436 (RGAP)
Squadrons wore later reinforced by the add-

East Ann Sqwdron which had been brought from the Middle
Bast and had valuable experience of Transport Support work.O

h4P hi A ?e«f®ber two Mobile Wings, Nos. 341 and342, had arrived in India and commenced to form at Guirat and
f^^notion of these wings was to coS^ol aS
Transport Support Squadrons working with

Burma. At the beginning of January, 341 Wing wad
nf mihal to control the Squadro .3 there Sd
at K^gla, while towards the end of the
moved to Hathazari same month 342 Wing

to control 117 Squadron,

4-v, ^i*® ^^“® formation of Combat C go Task Force

tha^TiH^ii ■'^^® -"^anipur-Burm' boundary onh«H Road. By December, Tlddlm, Port Vihite and Kalemyothese formed a Junction with elements^
Kabaw Valley. Jointly they cleared the

ro-ostabllshod a bridge-head over the
eontrAf ‘^eanwhilo 4 Corps' divisions concentrated along the Chlndwin and with rapid strides advanced
in two collars one on the Northern slopes and the other

P®**^ ^^® Zlby^taung Range. The
Joined up with elements of 36 Division, advan-

corridor in.the Banmauk area west of Indaw,
w, V “f'^thern column captured Pinlebu and advanced in the
Wunthe-Kawlin area^

So rapid were these advances that Combat Cargo Task Poroe
Tr^sport aircraft supplying the leading elements of these
columns seldom dropped their loads twice on the same D.Z.
columns advanced and signalled back their D.Zs, for the neirt
day. though sometimes enemy opposition or rough terrain nre-
vented them reaching their objectives within the anticipatedtime. More often than not those D.Zs. were located in a jvingle
clearly with a cross and a made of white stones covered bybrush which wjs removed by tho troops at E.T.A. The accuracy
of dropping was very high considering the difficulties encounU
ered and it was not infrequent for congratulatorv signals to be
received at Combat Cargo Task Force from Commanders in the Field.

Tho
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448



casualtlef Sd^at^the^Ind^of’^DoceSber'^foir'^J irtthout
lost through enomy action. galS aircraft had b«en
losses were sustained wheA ai^{ J?

p-.omoi:^s^S“sni tr,er

tholr Td^JneS^J^ ?Se1?w
elements moved down from thp Mr»»fh ^ Corps'
Plain to capture Ye-U entered the Shwebo

had

r*

SS sS’-SiF s<:&S ffS?”
thiffront S®f?om observing hostilities on
fire n 7c H®® attacked by enemy ground

•c

estahli*h2H^Ji®v°" Corps' front, a bridge-head had been

pr°3?SJff
end ®? M^dalay and by thea point 20 miles north of the town.

S333 3J?3.^ri?33.3U1p»33xVrs?i3iruSh?J“l^
niono ^^'“® ®® Corps were making these advances,

formulated which aimed at compelling the beat*
r^nfre? Jap troops to give battle in the ̂ ins of
trnAtfin® “di expose themselves to inevitable des-

T  accordingly drawn «p in February for
in thrimSh°r^v"^T°^ Combat Cargo Task Force Squadrons based

Akyab-Ramree areas. The recenn
iKk^Lop rh a vital asset to Combat Cargo
hort c!^?52? ®v distance from Imphal to the forward troops
had swiftly become so great that il would shortly have beS

-3-
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|dv^ce on An^^an^jittfe encountared in the

reaching a point 3i mifes

all descriptiJn^fn all^frontl ^nd landed supplies ot
i.ansport aircraft had flown forwa^ri^^® month CCTF
supplies, the highest tofnT 75,000 tons of

tJ'Q past 6 months ̂Combat ̂Car^o ^ month,
into Burma 235,650 tons, which flo*n
^1?® air a ton of supplies waa every hour in
ately 1^ tons by the ̂ Ame?iS approxim-

use for supplyff^w.°Lguf airstrips were in
n^e were cloLd. !A ?hf l3 during March and
airfields used were at OndL principal

.  whUe 4 Corps vecltvll
^d Sinthe. The air-lift fJr ?5^JSrna w Myitchl
during tho month as it wL fouAd scale
easily be supplied by slf could more

Souadrons during'’Marof'were^iffootSd f*'° '?"'*<=Pld>™r.t of

p^ ^rirzirior^i I*i
the unloading nf* tho oLa was a .so 3xp0rienced in

A^SEA failed to inform the’pS^Comi^ equipment from Calcutta,
the^loadlrg of tSe Sf equrpmcn?^'^w«J
no high unloading prio-itv h«d consequently
was soon rectified^ howovL^^,,^ ? allocated. The matter
of Combat Cargo Task Force Hsndnf^^+® liaison between personnel

.  co^r.ndant, wL a«SrSrLX’^Sr^|:uJ;^rVt^Sn^“"
fornat?Sn'oJ'’3irg5uT?raisL;r.i'r“J''*J ''J” “«
guda and later moved tl Ak?ab Jharsu-

T^^iirigatr
345 Wing should -^ve to iSihS instead!’ “ decided that

at

to

o

the 14th^Smy\o5rjlLr"with''tS«®r®“°^*?^d.?^ re-deployment of
operated dowA thriJiaS^Ad^J^ri 5®.^*^®®"^^ ^ ̂'^^’Ps now
“^•^^Jay-Rangoon raiH/ay. ^ On^tL^Ss'^CorS?'^ r^®tho 7th Division entpr«H V,,.,,,!? , Corps' front troops of
of Melktlla, occupying^Zavetl^o^hv^il+h Pushed west
following dAy KyaSpadamfi^'c^otiJ^S
very swift thrust wL m^f JoSth ?®y®tkun a
^oops swung west to the lrr«wnL,r Taungdwinggyi and these

.22nd April. a thrust ^®^"S occupied by
■ of tho month reached Alfrnmv town had by the end^
Other elements convergiig^r6h?Sk''LSr«ri^?H/''?“ ̂ ''°“®-centre on 20th Anril i'Tu®^^®^®'^ thip important oil

opposition eSi,?Seror?L‘Se%S'’S?""’

1-

•aa 4 laiportant want during April
jdvanoa In uhloh Combfl^o^^go^lLk^FoS^"?^ corridor, an

to recriv.'’?«5^4Jl?Jrii\S'>S;*g| ‘J-ttlpa nocL.arT
-5-
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the ‘‘orco was rolnforced by
t ° 3qu^i-ons, Nos, 96 and 215. The con-

leth^Anr? ^JaKotaf at Dhuballa started on
lotn Aprj._. *ying instrv.' :ions wore glv n by 4 crews (2

-  gr..:a-d LstJSmoA by
3St,?v ■ also provide, facilities for
supnly-drop (i.e. con|anp3, parachutes, D.Z. markings
M  quedron was ^’lu. to move to 'iLaihal in early
on 30th^n3^rr arrived • r 3ils. pur from the United Kingdom

‘ accllnatlzanon prl^to
moving to the for ard aroa^.

ri

Piiase which brought about the
capture of Rangoon. Ire plat, forcmlated aimed at  a combined
land, sea and air operation involving paratroops and army and .
^val forces, the air borne phase being known as Operation
waro^fi^h* gun-sites protecting Rangoon
L- heavies, medium and fighter-bombers

of Steategic Air Force, .21 and 224 Groups, escorted
ann P-51s of the 1st anci 2nd Air Connando Groups*

*'°'*^* -^y l3t, two pathfinder aircraft
left Al^ab for the paratr; :p dropping zone and the drops were
made wi-hcut opposition. These were followed by the main

Combat Cargo '^ask Force aircraft which all effec
ted their drops unhindered The followin’ day amr.unitlon and
rations were dropped by aircraft of 267 ana 194 Squadrons to
the troops on Elephant Poi..t and further drops were made on
two subsequent days. On m'ay 4th the Officer Commanding 341
Wing flew the last tnissior over Ran'-ocn and dropped a package
of Allied flags or. the co’ .. Or. tht road south of the D.Z.
were seen the le ters "Japo Avacu-'tou" and on the jail, "Japs
Gone. British } re". The Officer CommanQing 341 Wing then
landed at '^ing',. adun Airfield, th first Combat Cargo Task
Fprce pilot t. do so.

Rangoon wa ! entered on May 3rd, after three years and
two months Japanese occun.jtlon.

Immediately after th .• ro-cai -ure of Rangjrn 33 Corps
troops entered Prorae and t.Uor. pushed down the  • ^In road to
Rangoon until on ay 19th ho 20th Division linked up near
Talkkyi with the 6th Divj ' in. of 4 Corps which had pushed
north from Rangoo.i, Moar . ;* •.!© considerable heavy fighting
took place on the west bar . -f the Irrawaddy ;t Ram*,
Japanese making repeated a.,tonpts to ascap.; east.
resulted in many p<tr-is bein,g sent out to hrnt down these
small units and hea ry casv. irties were inflicted on the enemy,

,  ' During the month tiio following fields used by Combat
Cargo Task Force were closed: Ywataung, Bonzxikan, Zayatkwin
anfl Tennant and in their places the following were opened:
Magwe, Mylngyan, Tc’ongoo . I Payagyl and Mlngaladon. Of
these new airfields, My'ngyo:! was developed as an all-weather
strip and handled viry .

The falr-w0a;her st ip at kawnubyin had been con
structed as a purely .emp^i. ry measure pending the completion
of the all-weather strip at .tkyab Main for 341 Wing, 62,
194 and 267 Squadron;;. Ii- had been antlcioated that the
latter airflclc would be c .;pleted 151 ’ ilay and in point
of fact was ready for fv.ll operations on the following
day. During tl early days cf hoy, an;-a_vy was felt that
the monsora woi ... jn ak before Air ab Main ras co.mpleted but
fortimately thj monscon hold off in this part of Burma until
the end of the month.

by P-47s

the
This

oavy traffic.

(

r>

V \
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^36 Squadrons

operational by thaTSat^" Squadron^ were
Comin^^ !^-nd a detachnent of ^®y
na?‘i3‘® 18th and 2Ctii Jav operated from

moved to Chlttasoni' the month
with^awal of 216 Squadron tj TSd?«*’°^®!?lc'^f
remained at l .iihal under th" Squadron
232 Group. ^ ‘^li’ect control of Headquarters

.=’P®ratlons^i?®insoitl of®thesrdlfflcSfJ''^®rJ®^®‘^lifted was only 173 short ton« nn,^= total tonnage
age lifted was 67.293 tons ^he total tonK-
April. This tonnage 76.709 tons lifted during
with the exception of cartS sJpp?£rJf ^ ^ cfrps

contlnS?r?“j °°fj* '"S” <'”« alrcr.ft
il.«.d fpIS ?h, ff?t“thJr ?"»* CM b,
3,a5 casUbUlM were S''s06°“°’

the UM‘lpec?ecffi‘bS“S jLffr “ «•

n

»tth(lraim\rc.m'Etts{em ^“y> the imerlcae Onlt. 'Ccl^M r^nfr^^-cbff Command. With the releas- ot
longer Europe, American air support no
the*JaBancef^?»^ou? ̂ outh East Asia was diverted to fight
of suDBlvInff withdrawal meant that the task
to 1 forces in Burma would In future have
to be fulfilled entirely by British Units.

JnnA Integrated Combat Cargo Task Force Was ua a uhui uo u
the 1: St .‘jnerlcan Squadrons ware subsequently

Ca«?T 2,; w period.since its Incaption Codibat
hSI* Tr^sport aircraft had *,ut, .x,

lifted a total load of more than 33C,j00 tons of
and personnel. This in itself tops a tramendoiiw

was disbanded

^^® P®riod,since its Incaption Codibat
put in 386,000 flyi

applies This in itself was a*tremondouwsu

 on

ng
o

I *

achievement.

Combat Cargo Talk Force was in existence the Oper-
at Headquarters was run Jointly by the British
Elements, while the Army Air Transport Organls-

.** own Operations Aooo. But with the withdrawal
equipment it was decided to com-

and Ai.TO Operations Rooms. An Air Staff Duty
and an /...TO Duty Officer maintained a 24-hour watch

together, thus ensuring that the fullest liaison and contin
uity was maintained.

c

bcglnn^g of June the condition of the airfield
yaukpyu (Ranree) caused considerable anxiety. Owing to
heavy monsoon rain the foundations of Ko. 1 Runv.-ay, 2,000

t)een washed away for an overall length of
f.ooo yar^. Th. repairs to this runway were held up from
tlM to time as it was impossible to put down any firm foun-
datlon during the rain. No. 2 Runway had also been badly
flooded together with most of the dispersal area. By the
end of June, however, this situation had considerably
-.mproved. Cu orts had been made at the north end to allow
water to flow under the taxi-track. A mein ditch had been
dug between the two runways along the entire length with
subsidiary leads to the runways.

at K
the

-9- 455
w*



tKLiftJUks *«ter from
dlapersal areas. Theso .oasures raaulted

rightly took place were Toungoo, KAlawP8£U« The oneciy were still endoavourirt; ta aacABo tKa
i7Ait^ o^a^onti^jrsrfiSw^

fighting doTalopod as the Japanese
J*'® Sittang River and escapo cast. Our troops

h^pered by the monsoon couditlons In theirendeavours to keep In contact with the

and

anoay forces.

Despite the bad weather the continued supply of these
Biam£!/®5 rested witli the formerXa.F.
Element of Combat Cargo Task Force, now 232 Groiai, to fuiflll
their needs. The dally tonnage carried averaged 906 short
tone, being a dally decrease of 821 short tons compared with
the teaBage for Kay* This was due to the withdra^ of the
/ifflerloan Oalts. Most of tho supplies landed were for the
pwpoee of stocking rear airfields where the Army Orcanisetloas
distributed the supplies to various Amy and R/jP Units. Clwll
coosaltaents continued to be fulfliiod ir llo: h Burma*

r

8om picture of the toll the monsoon t. ok can be obtained
by perusing the figures of losses for the month of June alone.
Durlna^ls month 232 Group lost 12 aircraft due to bad weather,
casualties bo crows and passengers, Indus"va of those killed,
injured and Blssing, totalling 72. This v.-ai a high price paid
in men and natorlal for the continued success of Air Supply in

caused grave concern. Instructions were Issued to
and Squadrons to ensure that all possible steps were

in future taken to prevent unnooetsary loss of liro and equipment.

With the exporlenee gained In Jiuie regarding the consumption
^c'T^ilf^d^by C*d7 aircraft for eac.'i trip during average

_  . - _ Akyab
froi 5*KK]r

Tullhal

raoMoon flying conditions. Squadrons located Ramree
were Instructed to increase their 1

The loads carried by 435 Squad-: a at

and
Chittagong we
to 6.000-lbs. me Aoa
to re

is lbs
were

main at 5*600-lbs.
I

I

Special Instructions for our supply-dropping in the loimgoo
area wore issued during July, As the woathor frequently made
vopplng operations Impossible in this aroa, special arrangements
had to be made to land the i.j 3 in Central Burma so as to form a
Stock-pile near the source of oporatlons and later take advantage
of periods of fine weather in which to dolivor the toek-log.

•y*tem ma^ It unnecessary for air.' ‘aft to carry undropped
supplies back ia base with a consequent increase In the number i _
hours'required to deliver them. In the event of abortive trl^
producing a back-log at Toungoo, aircrews w-re briefed to proceed
to that area on si^>ply-dropping operations after which the eir-
eraft were to land st Toungoo or Magwe and carry out second Aud
possibly third trips, thereafter returning .o base.

ofP

A special Group operation was carried out on the night of
0/vth July. At 2200 hours a signal was received at Group Heed^
quarters requesting that an Iron Lung be fl ;wn to Mijsgeladon as
it was urgently required for an Infantile Pj.ralysis case Im
Rangoon, Energetic steps were at once tak n to procure s lUug
and ons was eventually located and available at 92 I.G.H. Det-
achmant, Comilla, Arrangements were made for an alroraH of
117 Squadson at Chittagong to take delivery of the Lung
transport It to Mlngaladon. This was done on e .eptloaelly
short notice and by 0110 Jiours on 9th July the Dakota had
arrived at Comilla. There, the crew received full briefing,
including meteorological and signals facilities from 900 Wing,

-10-
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hours, about an hour befora “* ““

Croup oonfSoaiI[tin'‘’tha’^™i“*':'‘' F? 5“'°"'’ “>• hoc.
effort Buf crew 01 che Dakota oi their magnificent

Cays iatar and were all^klUecr'’”’ *■* ’ “Patatlons thraa

tha nonrSf‘'jS!f o-“r”thrSiSll^i*S„S:”*‘^“'= •'“*« '•”hn«turbnlI n<»a whole of Burma, Tnere was oonsi'^e' '-t
i  layer clouds and towering cumulus were

Squad-oL? the ^VBrated without American
»2, PaoSljtJS^a?SJrd^a1J^rM%Ja^rS,a"n\IS??Ja*IV^S

221

^  concentrations, thrt h-d boen b^dir-* their^ con^ d-rS®thf awaiting an opportunity to effect”a break out,eaStw?.^ ^ -'l-July to atto.mpt a mass .movement *of th^Jpounrf whole1^ ttn latS
(

many d-5a break-out materialized on 20th J-oly. For
from Tompoo a 70 ..lile front extendingbreak-oSt*WH*^« to Myaunglebln in the South. Whilst the
app?ox°Slte!J 500 J several groups ofrn 1 ° aoftealm, ■-'■3 possible at first
e?e? ground situationn^L- tflk Mons aacurito drops by 232 Group aircraft was
yards ‘ the dropiilng zones us4d were less than 100forces - .11 depended on tie ?kill of our
bJllVnL«^°®® accuracy of dropplni often atta' i heights of
siiiinndfH °®o®slon, however, wh, a ... J.Z, was closoly^ro^ded by e^my troops, somo of the containers overshot the mark

remarkable that this did not
p^p^-rnn -H these'clojie suoport operatl*^fk v-are often subjects! to enemy A.A. and S.A..

O t^JalaJ aaSlSd •“•>»*»“'ha.fv

until faroclty of this battle continued at its height
-^°®® depleted enemy remn;.ai3 whic^i did ranage

Groun^whn hoH® constantly hamoerod by air strikes by 221
Group who had prepared the way by heavily attacking Japanese
concentrations in the foothills of the Pegu Yomas. After the break-
and " 'Cab-rank' underVCP. Controland W-re able to strafe the fleeing aofny across the open country.

I
f  O

period, our ground forces, dal]ysupported by 221 ^d 232 Groups were able to inflict h^‘' casualties
mJ ^®?-"l estimated th t about 6,0CC Japs were killed in
^^® battle was lepresentaUve of close and

effective co-operation between ground
Group's contribution was decisive.

anc air forces in which 232

„r^A 4-w^ bee iMing of August the Japarase in Burma were finished
kJL^kJ®^ *u®a.’'f' record of thetriAs and hardships that beset our foreos i i Burua through 3* long

years of campaigning, had ended Ixi the ovetvheluing defeat of the
enemy. °
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Trcr-.ft.

r-

atlon Jlffl-iUlt r.
r.

-I')-- .nsnort 3upno:

•  T.i "Idea Tor rho'oi:‘'-v ■'
naaw it iv.. rslbi-j ',- i nx n y '
the SquadTur.s hac b? -a la '
deal of oOC'?rid-lii)3

EP tabllshmon'^ an
eilablishod at

^

-uain :on-n:-.

Ci'

 Group Wing' and Squadroxia
;:xui of o>'>''tralisod servicing, and

-' 0 canned f.. front-lino and a good

^ft).
Dakota alrc - . ll w

Squao^’on^ware orlg
cither Mark 1,11 or Mark
per nont:i.

^llyand were planned to f'.y 2j50C h' us

acrordanco with the n .rnal iCSii; procedure the strengthfthe Squadron air .raft was usually 20, with the renaining 5 It
nnrt flgui’e of 2,500 houTs wns usually exceeded,^d in March 194^ a new estal! .':h.’aent was issued which applied ^o

• r fir-ore - but was often
e^oeeaea. noj. .^4 uaxu “soo oqiaridn^.s each flew over 4,800 hoursin one nonth w.*j.oh aust be an il].-ti.oe record for Transport
uquadrons.

..U. or

i^al%-lPi4:£.Qnael). Tho establi:.haont laid.Tmbrvary 1945, U considered
pnrp but the point is t mt it was

never .illed on any Gquaaro.. ..ic there have alw •'•s uoen very ser
ious deficiencies in Technloe. Tanicr NCOs. an the ancillary
trades of E_octricianr an 1 Inttnmont he-)air.r3 the position was,
a. ..lines, ecv.te and, i... ways, .>erious. Thera 'n^s a per.nianent

^ ttero, M.T. . . .T.U. anu Oivlvers >?etroi Bowsers),
wJ .h the that \ ; xiiclcs haj^ to be oriven by ’-'.^1.33. and
repaire . or inspected by Fitter TIBa.

>

I

I

I-
Servlcea^ :'lj.-.:v.
abilit''’’ c*

This v.a

D-aring the wn. ‘.o period under review the servlce-
-ui aircraft v.’a' s-J ion oelow ISjo and usua-ly averaged

attained ot i.o.es under ad erse weather conditions
^d v/ithout proper equipr ent or facilities. In contrast to con-

U.K. the wea..hcr on the Arakaa coast of Burna at
tho height of tho ao.''.£oo.. mae-j tt sonetimei  x .possible to serviee
the aircraft. 1; is considired that the serv’ 'ing crews dis
played a fine perfornance, wo-kl.ng both day wid xoighc, in heat,
dus,. and torrential rain.. Tcti work, -o ofion '’jaheralded and
.unpubllcizec di.-ierve.*; the highest nraise.

82^.

o

The main ci cirasta-xces affecting serviceability are enum
erated below :-

\

Main Causes of Un$o-'vj ceat ,1 ■ /
o

1) It felt that a w ;.oparlson between tho work, of xlir
Line Squadrons and Close-Suppo.vt Squu .roas should be aada.

* Aircraft " ' Air Li.'.e Squadrons carry small crated
loads which are care ally loaded. These aircraft ’-.jually
climb to a certain h ight and fly from A to D on scheduled runs,
landing on good air-etiips wi xa satisfactory fat Mi’-ies for
maintenar.Cfa,

On j.loso-Su Dcrt 0 er.itions li. Bux-m-o, aircraft usually
flew 3 tripe day entallin- 6 climbs to 8-10,000 feet and six
landlng.3 witx heavy lot Is. These landings ware often carried
our. on astily constructed or reoalred strips and '/tb bursts
were frequent. The bi rsts w.-rr ch.^efly c.xue .d by l''ints,
Ration t? ’'x, metal <and danagf; 'teal plate x-iTi-Yays.

’K'

•r
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lorrles^lnto tV. dooS S bacJwd
Large numbers of wing-tlps!
damaged whi’st ta;cy4

slderaWe SeJ^of J? hand, a very c«i-
in most cases to uaIopera?Ion Sy occurred, due

2^ engine resources had been
ff of installation
at Units. Flying Units had effectively
reserve. Units other than 101 R.4 S. U.
more than required. It was suggested that
«  engines should be formed at
each Wing f^r llstrlbution to Squadrons.

no

had
a

operations by an air
craft allotted fror.. the flying units for a
double engine change averaged 60-60 days,

7®*’ co’j-se, required for a
4  Unless necessary fac
ilities could be provided at re-r repair Units
to reduce these delays, it was considered
that every effort should be made to facilit
ate engine changes at squadron level where a
change could be made in 3-4 days.

■ r>

c) It was further considered that delivery
Of conpletj power plants instead of engines
wo’iid considerably ease thj work of flying
un*t8 anf. reduce the time reqvired for
en^'ine changes to 4-6 hours. This use of
power plants might ;.oll be the eventual sol
ution for speed ano suitable distribution of
work botvoen rear rap \ir units and forward
SQuo .’ons. Until sufficient power became
available the provision of one sot of port
^d starboard engine mountings would allow
for pre-installation of engines.>  O

i
du« %P ̂ sustained 82 engine failures
90C bearings. This occurred both on 1830-
aw and 183C-92 engines, caucad, it is considered, by th«

CT* 6il) to 34.1/1100 (^X* Oil).
■  ch aged 19 engines in one month. Tha jwnth

authorisation of 'T* oil for the summer months
showed only 5 main bearing 'ailuros.

I

I

* c

.  . Dust was a very disturbing factor: apart from the
fact ttiat a considerable wear through abrasion took place,

^ ̂ dergoing inspection were continually covered
with clouds ol dxist as wer ? the airmen working on them,
covers were utilised as fa: as possible but had little immed*
lape erract, continuous cleaning being the rule.

6) Rain, the chiof enemy during the ronsoon period,
caused the expected spate of bogged aircraft, ignition troublee
and delays in maintenance woric.

non ^eoulning difficulties were experienced with
C.s.u., Petr >1 Pumi 3, Generators, Gyro Instruments axid Blec*
tries! equip ent. ^

-13..
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aiiortage of EaulBr P 't

S*S£sL~"€l““r
Sil niXufSciSJId loSfJj! Platfoma and ladders
BSI>3ifl9gn>?Pt: Aif-yrames and Engtnae.

double aircraft when they became due
chax^e and major inspection has bean 'fair*

^’'0 periods expSlanced when
SL failures and the main bearlS| fSi"

Reference has already been made to the ̂
MXays in e^ine changes at Rear Repair Units. Pratt and
^PPlyT ** C engines have oonUnually been in shor?*

t

wer

for

I

e

!  .P
I

asACfii.n

invariably difficult to obtain,
pumps, generators and

instruments. Those were only obtainable
na gyro

on A.O.G. demand.

the main difficfilty in this connection
and S.Ps. at which Squadrons were

Communications wore often very bad. AOG spares
^ * month to arrive, and therefore 'robbing' had

Th^ caused grave concern at the R. & S. Us. but the curr-
unsatisfactory state of affairs rendered it inevitable

^^® station months after the
demands obviously

m®2*u^®^®^ than A.O.G, demands and in most cases took 3
months or never arrived at all.

was the dls-}

I

Xm

o

Zliel and Lubricants.

Generally fuel and oil were in good supply except
A  and April at Akyab where for a short period
4 Squadrons wer^ nearly totally grounded for lack of 100
^tane fuel, and later, oil. HydrauUf fluid and high
temperature grease were always difficult to obtain and
Squadrons had to fly all the way back to Lahore if they
were to have any hope of obtaining one or two barrels.

Me^chanical Transport.

The shortage of M.T.
The transports coming into Imphal down the Dimapur 8
usually In poor condition on arrival. The state of the
road can be imagined whan it is known that the L. of C. had
a motor transport repair unit ovary 20 miles of the entlM
length. Roads at Akyab and Ramree were also very bad and
caused eonsido able wear and tear on the vehicles, M.T.
tools ̂ re made at Chittagong, Akyab and Ranrae but the full
benefit of these was lost when the Squadrons moved.

the campaign was acute.
Road were 1

-14-
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There were, in addition co tne absenCi
mentioned, insufficient refuellers, water
lorries • Refuellers had jo be borrowed i’ro i the Americans and
ersatz water trailers v/cro manufactured loca-’.y.

of crruies already
rioers and 3-ton

It is porhape, superfluous to add that in contrast, the
Americans succoodod in providing themselves with  a plethora of
transport and in particular their more than adequate supplies
of Jeeps made raov.aent of peraonnel on .
runs a matt, of aor.siderabl ■ - ise.

recreational

Technical a ccommoilation,

The usual technical accommodation consisted of 180-lb.
E.P.I.P, tents. these were far too small, particularly for
such purposes Equipment S.^ctions. Instruraents and spares
8\iffered from excessive corrosion due to inadequate storage
facilities. Nis.sen huts were finally constructa'’ at a later
staKO in the oporati ns and were quite satiafacto*/ but were
in insufficient nuntvjrs.

I

The following joints nro put forward f-r cons'deration
In any future planning of sir.llar operations.

1) Although it is understood tha” the cc astructlon
of the air-strip i^ ti; ; ..ost importar. point, it would
be a distinct advanpatj- if the parRcl.i.v.a tower, aircraft
shelters and Kissen huts (or pref uicamed huts) for
tocluiical accocLmodation could be cuixu at the saaa tine
as the strip.

2} The Tuaerican system of providi.:-; aJi .Ircraft
per Squaui'on for tha sde purpe . jf '.‘Cilectirg spares,
engli.es, c^taon .stores and con'A./irit: person.lel on
leave, shovilc’ be adopted Ir al.. Tr.onaport Support Squad
rons .

3) Each Squadron should be supinrar ./ith 2 air-
transpor'^abJ 0 light crar.as of similar or (^In to the
iuaerica ‘A’ Frame, and also 2 air transportable
KVA Geneioators, 1 for chargltif accu.’.;alator3 and
lighting the technical site u .d the d ipers- _s arl
the other for lighting the done.stic ."ite.

O

P

4) Each Squaeron should hold 4 comp'’ete power
plants and an adequate supply of main 'rh .,1 tvres
and tubes.

.  5. Large ccpaci ';y refuellers shoitld be provided
for each Squadron in sufficient quantities to ensure
quick betv/oen-trlp refuelling.

6) Dispersal areas shouI.d oo' Jaiii perm uiont tie
down facilities to preve.nt damage .jwIi g to gale and
monscon storms.

1

7) Above all, Squadrons must be kept up to
establisi od strengtli in persoxuiol. Unless this
done an vaiialr strain is impose.- on r'ready i.ard-
pressod technicians, coking p mockor.v rf authorised
estatilshnof :s which oxlsu onay on paper.

is

»
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1. L21M.

Ita. introduction and us- in the flurna Thoatre.

Loran v/as allocated to 232 Group £ iuadror^s as  a prim
ary navigational aid during tho 1945 aonsoon.
Navigators' logs for June ist - 7th and '’ron Juno 24th - July 6th
showed, however, that whereas the necessity lor such aids existed
and. In fact, was definitely necessary, Loran's application to
navigation on operations was al-iost nil.
are outlined bolov/ i-

a) SaEPi:y of v mUM.

Examination of

The reasons for this

The general arrival of Loran on Sou'drons preceeded
Fitting was delayed owing tothe monsoon by only two weeks,

lack of spares, and aalntenanoe personnel were below required
strength. ^
satisfactory
aircraft and coixld not be rep: need.

Trailing aerials, usually essential to receive
signals over Bui .a, were nissint '>n 60S? of the

b) Training of Operators.

Two navigators on cich Squadron had gai. od training
and were then expected to cor vert the >-thcr navigators into
operators capable of applyin; loran on pe^aitons. This did
not fullfil requirements, the main difficult'.s being inten
sive operational flying and c. lack of convlcti-r a..iong aircrew
that Loran could be of any real use.

It is suggested th:.t loro Radar •'..chanics, a better
training policy and a greal r l_io\.lodgj of the potentialities
of Loran are needed if this aia is to be of practical use.

Cormandlng Officers of Squadro; i and Pilots should know v/hat
Loran can do and Navigators 'h aid bo given :,very encourage
ment and opportunity to use it is fully as r'^ssible.

g Compass) and Radar (Rebecca. Eureka) BqftOOM.
f use and perfoi aance in the s.W, MQflaQ.QB-

2. a.i:« i

Considering the facilities rvallablo. much confusion
existed on Squadrons as to what extent navlf itional aids were
available. Installation at forward ai.'fiulds was late and at
times aircraft had to fly to these fields without Radio-Compass
and Rebecca-Eureka facilities. •/oi jxamination by the Operat
ional Research Section of 232 Group on the aso made of those
aids revealed the following f .cts

On 0 '.ward iourneyn little use was made of
Navigational aids on forward fields - R.C.

205? of trips R.E, on 6:^ - due in part to
lack of facilities,

b) On homeward Joux’ne/a uso of taso '.-is for
homing showed a aai.-cod Increase -
R.E. 46^. This was to be expected d-’ to
the greater ffclllti.s a’'allable and the
higher power cf the Id.F. (.iadio Cempass)
Beacons.

a)

on

35^,1 • u •

-16-
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c) Use of all aids on departure ;'ron Base
Airfields was small - R.C. 20jit R.E. 10^,

d) Little use was made of Radio Aids for
obtaining fixes at any tine during trips;
9% outward, 7% inward.

Visits to S'luadrons revealed that serviceability of Beacona
at Base Airfields was satisfactory,
of Uagwe, Melktlla and Toungoo, there were no U.F. Beacons during
the height of the campaign, and no signals on Rebecca were being
received in the aircraft due to unservlcability of Eureka ground
installations.

Yet at the Forward Fields

The reinges and performance of Radio«Conpass and Rebecca-
Beacons show that a lOO'V M.F. (R.C.) Beacon with  a rangeEureka

of 200 miles in good weather can be useless even for honing at
30 miles 'due to static in the vicinity of storms,
less than lOOW. are useless in poor weather when aids are most
needed. Rebecca-Eureka, on the other hand, is unaffected by
static suid is an excellent aid in monsoon conditions,
sited Beacon gives a range up to 100 miles for an approaching
aircraft over 7,000 feet, Unservlceabillty of Rebecca-Eureka
was due largely to lack of trained Radar mechanics.

Beacons o

A well-

f

r

Recommendations.
i

Many navigators were unfamiliar with radio aid facilit
ies and were Ignorant of the elementary principles of operat
ion. They were not aware of the power of different M.F.
(R.C.) Beacons and tended to expect Impossible results from
the lower powered ones. In the future a greater knowledge
of the potentialities of navigational aids will be essential
if full benefit is to be derived from them on Squadrons. As
has already been mentioned, a full quota of Radar mechanics
is a prerequisite for maintaining good serviceability of
equipment.

For monsoon flying, especially over the /jrakan and
Central Burma the Air Position Indicator would be  a most
useful additional aid. Although navigators did endeavour
to maintain air-plots, frequent changes of course and
climbing and glidlnr lA bad weather often made ti.x3 impossible
For pxu'ely monsoon <lying, the Air Position Indicator would be
a considerable advantage. 1

c
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^:;.r'TER IV/

T'-’.o Use ?i Metoorol"' : cal

fionoGralii^
jlfi 3urmr,

Effects of tno S.'*'v/ith Comonts Monsoon.

The -reatost danger cr.counteroo ■. cl ss- supocrt operations
In Burma was indoubt'.diy the iorce oi' the S."'. Ilonso, n, and thn
consequent b. weat^ <r especially ovox* the mountain ranges. Lt.i'iir
raeteorologica facia-ties were not widely available tnroaghout the
campaign and the problem of pro/idin(; adequate weather Inforoat:on
to crews was a formidable one. It is, even with elaborate met>.or-
ological facilities, extremely difficult accurately to forecast
what conditiont crews are likely to encounter dui’ing long flights
in the monsoon period. Consequently the mos-*- reliable informat
ion was that gained by Captairs themsrlves, provided that they
possessed a sound knov/ledgo of monsoon typos of we ner and knew
how to recognise them. Actual meteorological reports from air
fields in use are co: sidered Cof initoly necess' ry to supplement
any individual initiative on the part of the crews.

One very valuable meteorological facility was provided in
the form of y.H.F,, tu.. t.-is ixlped grea ly to cut down the number
of abortive trips in bod weath., .-. The installation of V.H.F.
cane somewhat late in the d.-'v and on a very Li;eited scale, but
full advantage was taken of it, Captains all listened out on it
and, from tine to time, each reported weather conditions for tho
benefit of tho others,
follow experienced Captains .rough bad won. :er.
meteorological reports, togsth r with those pv.t out ’VT by
certain detailed aircraft, ;ero picked up nt base and proved
helpful on subsequent trips.

Broadcast aircraft v;c.. o ^jnployod on a
daily weather service being pi ..vided at the O-.d of the winter
season by aircraft of 436 (RCAI'') Squadron and also by a detach
ment of the American 2nd ’"feat... r RoGon.t ' ■ xance dqua iron. "bien
the weather v -3 fine it was qiv: to easv t , p. c. up these broad
casts but in ad we: iher interior-nc. mado tu- .a  f value-.

The accident rate of C''.'’F/232 Group aircr aft was aoc as
high as was at one tine feared, .md at is ccn..id - :*ed that in view
of the difficulties enco\ancer-u in providin; suitable meteorolog
ical facilities, much credit 1- due to the crews themselves for
fulfilling their con-mitments i.*'.spita of bod weather which they
learned to master through exp .-ri.aent .*1(1 experience.

In this way less expcr*enceh crews could
These V.H.I- .

iml a sca-e, a

t

The S.W. iMon^ 'on begins to make itself fe
late April or early i ly, and -s at its worst in June Jia July.
Apart from the perioa of the monsoon, conditio.ns for flying over
Bx^r-ma and the adjoining parts of India are excellent. Visibil
ity is consistently good, skies are clear, la.md .oatuco are
easily distinguished and -vind velocity is slight; good flying
results are normal,,

in Burma in

i

i-'

The coming of the me, isoon changes all t.his a.id brings
all the flying hazards contingent on massed cloud formations
with great atmospheric turbulence (though th''... turbulence is
less prevalent after the rains ...ominence). Di-ing the full
monsoon period almost the vorld‘s worst conditions pvev.x. and
cumulo-nimbus cloud, the greatest enemy of ai. craft in this
theatre, buiids-up frequenc-y from low le d .o abe” ■

0.1 most days, cl.’ar levels do not -.cist •*t varying
Even .,n 'good' days during the m'.* soon period, fre

quent changes of course may b,- necessary, although D.R. navig
ation is usually still possible,
though the usual technique is find
and mediiua c'ouds and to maintain this *. igr.'. if possible until
letting down The se of navigational aids is much more necass-
a.-y than in tie fliu weather period.

aircraft
ceiling,
heights.

Height mus: often be varied
oler.e level oetween low
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Inevitably owing to tba fact that few c. jws operating 1.
th.' 1945 monsoon had flovm in tne 1944 nonsoon, there was lack

of experience of nonsoon flying conditions among nany of the^ir
crew. With the onset of the bad weather, raetnods of navigrfWiP
had to change; navigation n .inly by neans of pin-points gave way
to greater use of D.R. and navigational aids, since pin-points
were rarely obtainable.

Conclusions.

The onset of nonsoon conditions increasea the
need for D.R. Navigation and use of Navigational
aids since pin-poin;;s could not so e- ally be
found. Owing to bad weather at bases and en route,
flying becane nore iiizardoui-, and in avoiding
storns extra tine was required for tr’ps flown,

i'.ii'craft serviceability decreased and fewer
hours were flown by those aircraft serviceable.
More tine was wast, ’ in abortive flying.

Con"'r'\’ing aircraft .effectiveness i:i the nonsoon
nor.ous of Jiine-July with Webruary-Mnrch, it
appeared that effcctivene; i dropped to 7^%,
Since, however, the average lenjith of trip was
loss in J’me-July, the tons carri.. d per air
craft dropped only t) 76.55? >f fin.--weathv-r
standard.

(1)

(ii)

(iil)

Tbe relative inpoitn ice of various iactors com
bining to produce tills reduction is give-’ by ;-

91.55? of fine-W'-other standard

91.55? " "

i.55?

(iv)

Reduced payload

Lower average speed •

Reduced survlceability

1  ' Fewer hours flown pe
serviceable aircraft 95.05?

c C8.05?Increased abortive tine

(v) In monsoon conditior; there werw wide variations in
the hours fj’wn per day. Cycles of bad wuacher occurred at

approximately fortr tghtly intervals. At tuse periods hours
were low and the niuober of abortive trips increased,
these periods flying hoxurs were maintained at a high level,

(vl) Aircrew availability reached its lowest le>^el in
July at 80.3^.

(vll) All inose factors should b.
similar operations.

Between

considered wh-n plannin

c

I g
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'thr yy

■crews* -Tralr

~.’our5 I ^opp. sition, Plying Intensity
■r-iJ.

1) Tr-Unln.;.

Prior to and at the uine of the formation of Combat
Cargo Task Force, the lolicy of Aircrew Training was for
Transport Support Squadrons ti> be withdrawn fron active oper
ations in Burua to bases in .he 'Aujrat Rawalpindi area, where
uninterrupted airborne training "as undertaken for periods
varying from one to three mon“h. . This policy was "’ound to
be nost satisfactory, for Squa'^i sns returned zo operations
rested and with all flying perso.mel reasonably trained in the
airborne-support role. New Tronsport-Support Squadrons arriv
ing in South East Asia were given up to t\ o months acclimatis
ation and training before proceeding to forward bases.

When Co^'bat Caigo T- sk Force was formed, however, it
became obvious that the intensit-^ of the operations planned
would mean that every Squadron vould be operating at maximum
pressure in a support role fr: i forward ''oses. This eliminated
the possibility of any flying crainlr.g as such, for every ser
viceable aircraft w.-^ required exclusively for support operat-
i  ns, usually three trips a day. This situation was probably
unique in the history of the R-vrei Air Force ' ‘ war.

Accordingly a Train .n; Coriference was held at Head
quarters Combat irgo Task For;o in January lt)-15, at which all
Squadron Commar. .'s were presen*, and it was decided that Squad
rons shotild have a coupletoly free h,ii . in the train ng of their
own alrcBews, all of it to be done on oaorati .ns a
This continued throu^ out the campaign but owing t^
operational requlremc its, train’ng on Squadrons was of a necess
arily limited nature.

. air tests.
:he intensive

Th'5 Various aspects of flying trainlni which can be
carried out on operatiens were effected ly all S uadrons as
under »-

c
a) flying. Radar approaches

■wnwing and cross-wind
s

Ins. Insti oin
and, of necessity,
landings and take-

..i*
.

b) 2nd Pilots. Landings and tedte-offs at the
discretion of tno Captain, im trument flying
and map reading.

favleators. Dead reckoning (at tines only),og keeping, Rebecca and Loran, v/hen the
equipment and facilipiis were provided.

Wireless Operators. Log keeping and manyn urs Ir the air o ich non h to gain exper
ience sad skill In worklnf' their equipment.

o

c)

d)

(1) In connection with (c) above, duc tc the i'act" that
the same routes • re flov.n day after day, and p..33i;:iy for week
after week, it
lo.^s. In addlt...a, short D.R. ’.rips .n monsoon weatt or fre-
quintly made it irapossiblj for a navi ator to keep •  - air plot
and a good log.

(11) In connec ion with (d) above’, strict W/T silence
was imposed on etll operations up till the and of the war.

-20-
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2) Grgiiqa Training.

r, . aircrew flew from 90 to 15v nours each nonth.
if to expect t: spend the majority
♦h ?? ^**2 ground in relaxation. Add this to the factthat the majority of our Squadrons lived under canvas throuffhort
the past par - vrlth a subsequent lack of rultable lecture ro r.
- It can be seen why little ground training was done.
.  , , Th® supply of Loran equipment to our Squadrons early
in tiie monsoon made imperative the setting up of ground training
equipment, the supervision and instruction being in each
the responsibility of Squadron Navigation Officers,
had previously attended a LoranjCoufse in Calcutta.
Loran is described in Chapter nl of. this Review.

3) Courses.

Case

each of whoa
The use of

.  fallowing Courses have been made available to air
crews in this Group i-n

a) Jungle School, Sllohar, which moved to Kohlma
^d closed down in August 1945, due to the
inability of our Squadrons to spare
Aircrew Mountain Centro, Kashmir.

crews.

b)

c) Central Visual Aircraft Recognition Instruct
ors School, Ranchi. (Since closed).

Junior Commanders Course, Poona,
e) Loran Course, Calcutta,
f) Aircrew Refresher School, Calcutt i.
g) Signals Leaders* Course (No. 16 R.S

d)

a.E.)

i

The majority of attendances have been at the two Courses (a) and
(b; above.

• >

i O 4) Bufstion^Of Operational Tour.

.  ̂ Transport S\^port aircraft in CCTF/232 Group conformed
to the principal that tours depend on the completion of hours
flown or in terras of months, whichever is earlier. ;.t the begin
ning of June, however, a new schedule was drawn up, with Air
Council approval, whereby this principal remained unaltered but a
now limit of 18 months was fixed for a tour. (This, incidentally,
applied to all operational aircraft with thq exception of night-
fighters whose tour remained at 12 months).

c

It was agreed that at the end of the first 12 months
aircrews were to be medically examined and, if necessary, granted
a period of leave in a suitable climate within the theatre before
coramoncing the last six months of their tour. This is considered
to be a very sound arrangement. The question of a second operat
ional tour depends on Service requirements .Jid, if necessary, was
.to be restricted to six months Irrespective of whether tho first
tour was completed in South East Asia or in ■aajther theatre of
operations. The completion of the first tovi* and the coirjaanoe*
ment of the second was to be separated by a six-month Intorvad..

-21-
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5) Lit Crew Conilii|alt^nn.

TT-4 4. J4.U ^ recommended that Squadrons be trained as a
th^m Comraandlng Officers axid Plight Connanders leadln<3
them on actj^l operations in full control of training, bixt in

future Tre^sport Support operations this will necessarily
SquadPOfts being available in the lino to

bo withdrawn individually from tine to time for training of
now cre^« Thl# policy, as has already been noted,

before pressure of operations made it'lm-
practlcable. The aircrew composition for Dakotas as such was
satitractorys

6) ElyiM Intensity on Transport Sunport Operations.

It is a sferlklng fact that the average monthly
totals of hours flown per aircrew in 232 Group were far above
those of any other Group in South Bast Asia, Naturally the
character of the operations carried out by uach Group must be
taken into consideration. It is only to bu expected that the
average number of hours flown per aircrew In Groups largely
composed of Fighters and Plghtor-Bombers (LrJ] and 224 Groups)
would be less than those flown by Heavy Boi.bor and Transport
Support Squadrons (331 and 232 Groups), ^

r).

.. ^ Ih all these categories, however, much deponds
on the air and ground opposition encount( rod. In Burma the
opposition on tho whole could not be described as formidable
^d the number of hours flown per aircrew should therefore be
higher than in a more heavily defended country. On the other
hand, the advantages of weak enemy oppositi n were offset by
some extent by the effects of the climate. It is thought,
however, from experience, that the lethargy induced by excess-
ivo heat and parkicularly humidity con best bo overcome by
action. It is well-known that nothing is .more demoralising
for aircrews in the tropics than to be allowed to become idle.

,  . It is clearly desirable that an optlnmm figure
should be sought so that the number of posted alrcrev/s should
always -be sveh that each individual may have sufficient flying
time to enable him to maintain as high a standard of efficiency
as possible. A formula for arriving at this optimum figure
is suggested by taking the estimated total num^r of hours to
be flown bv each formation during the month. This figiure
w)uld be divided bgr ‘N', iSiloh is an arbltary flgtire represent
ing the approximate number of hours which onch aircrew should
fly each momth to enable a high state of efficiency to bu main
tained, For Transport Support aircraft, the figure suggested
is from 70-90 hours. Seasonal changes of climate would
obviously effect the number of hours seleotjd.

C

i

«

•  :rf
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Brltrini! ;.nrl Do-Brlafln ■ ■
iPTErffijranTi!;Qfn.

in tho forwSd arSarwaa Squndi-Dn.

matlon obtained? How thla w»S^n^? valuable Intelllgonoo Infor-
brlon^r^nrd^-brLmfon

SflUQdron Lqy9]-

iilSlslMPS
Tho doipatohlnf/ tont on Squadr mi w-.s divld^jd lnt> twoparts I-

1) I

I

following mattura wore dealt
fn?io olorlonl work, raalnt annoe of tho
of^PlL ?Ji“n **^oorda, Mainton ,;ioo of llataor Flak nnd Danger Aroas, D.Za,, Alrf'iaid Liata

oio/ Thi it rJge of Saji,
money oto? ’^" personal popars, ea^-ipe alda and

w

11)
Thla room was dlv-

a) A dlaplay of all oporatlonal
and target data,

A display of metoorologlcal boruMs and
charts*

A board of operational notlo
tions and flight plans.

A Navigational and Signals bonr ,.

efficient chairs and tables f t do-brlefing
ttxo maximum number of crews without undue
delay*

maps, mosaics

08, Instruc-

ii

b)

c)

d)O

e)

QPQd tn ftppreolatod that the above aot-up was consid
ered to be the nearest poaslblo to an ideal :)ne. bu ■  It vim nnt
iJ fill‘’da?au'‘’’^\onr,TS^t'?® to opnply with thoso Instructions
and Inavitthl V J conditions had to be takan Irfto oooount
vXis ®‘l'“?'='ca »ore oporntlng from forward bases
that thf scanty, Ingenuity had to bo used to onsurr
rctroiSLt th,* ”SfS provided for. It Is oonsldorad In
brioflSrJnJ^^Sj *° malnt .In a high standard of
I'.provliatlon "® equipment by the uje of lmlglnatl:)n and

I
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-
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The dutloa of the Dlar^.tching Tent

^Tbe Operations and Dispatching Officer ar

Stiff are outlinedfollows as

relating to

«n ^®y^I*lals;ri Officer coll-.ted and recorded

atod Supply Depot (RAIIO) ropreaontatlve coll-
relating to despatch and deliv

ery of loads, faulty loading and ’oad oquipncnt.

aa

hO.hriofinr. V} Hflcer organised briefing and de-
dlsseninated the information obtained from the latter

to the various branches concerned. latter
n

«  Arrangements were made by the I.O.
.  . Speclainr75mce?riuch as Radar, ArmaLi.nt, Engineer. Navlg.for

fifl-Briefing Prooodurp.

hr>,.n. de-briefing fom used ..as knovm us the
ohtftfnfiJf Supply Operations Trip Report'. This form almou au
ODtalning all ossontlal information brought back by crows

fljpgrtl. ^Faots recorded wore only those upon
which Irameaiate action was takun by the Squr. 'rm I.O., such as

messages from dropping or landing lon.s. Immediate danger
•  balloons, etc) and hostile aircraft

^^® eirounter with hostile aircraft an
* n*^ form was completed giving full details and known as a

combat Report. Its use, however, was only vary rarely called for.

fil£2£il* This section was Included to obtain information
as to whether communications between transport aircraft and escorts
were good or bad. and to record ai / complaints regarding lateness
of escort at rondosvous, loss of contact and any other reluveuit
remarks•

.i

ns

c

c:-

Statistics. This section gave recorded details ab mt esoh
trip which enabled an accurate record of each Squadron's effort to
Dd iCOpws

.. Captain's Remarks. Any remarks by tlie Captain of the air
craft whlpi ne considered necessary for information or action wore
recorded here.

Weather. The reoordln of weather iiif rmstlon was >f
valuo to the moteorologlcsl ani‘ navigation st ffs In the pianolas
of routes, flying times, etc. <vor long dlstnoes.

Aixy damego to aircraft, hether caused by unei..
action or otherwise, was recorded in this section. It included
moohaniosl or othur defects, dfii.iage to cargo through faulty pscHr
ing, leaking container parachutes not openi.ig, «c.

»ki4-
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.. . . ia|Siii£Sfice, All Intolligonco data obtained. Dotalla
searchlight*, ballbona and other eneuy devices, incliid-

aclvl^r

fthd Pespatch of Tr4.p Reports.

order that rop’orts could be rendered to higher auth-
considarc '' essential that all

p „ n despatchea to arrive at Headquarters, Conbat
Forcc/232 Group within 24 hours of the cessation of

the day’s operations reported. To achieve this, Squadron I.Os.
wore instructed to hand the Trip Reports inr.odiaioly they were
conSnJf I.O. Who thenWsed them, oalilTlnT
coanents or taking any action considered necessary. This was
the _main function of the Wing Intelligence Offi^. Action on
maetors requiring attention reported by crews on de-briofine
was taken at W^g and not Squadron level. After perusal of the
Trip Reports the V'ing 1,0. despatched them by "Past Air" on the
mall aircraft proceeding on the day subsequent to the operations •
reported on. This system proved generally successful but from
time to time receipt of Trip Roports at CCTI>’/232 Group Head
quarters was delayed due to bad weather or other unavoidable
causes.

The Intelligence Cfflcor also rendered a ?'lng T/eekly
report to CCTF/232 Group for jnward transmission to Transport
Coam^d, This report dealt with all matters of general interest
on the Wing and was not confined strictly t. Intelligence mater-
IfilX t

r'

Form T,C. 34 (Bedsheet).

,  T, necessary to relate hero the use of the Statistic
al Form T,C. 34 (Bedsheot) which was used by CCTP as an addit
ional reporting form. On it was recorded complete statistl'a*
data regarding every tblp by Squadron aircraft. It was filiuu
in by Squadron I.Os. at the completion of the day's operations,
ana despatched via Wings to Headquarters Cr.TO7232 Group along
with the day's Trip Reports, At this level the statistical
data was collated and despatched to higher f rmations. Comments
on the uses of Form T.C. 34 will bo found Uiidor the heading
"Comments and Conclusions" at the end of this Chapter.

C

Astian. Pf Reports at Haadouartors CCTP/232 Groun.

Trip Reports were recolved at Hea’quart
ers CCTF/232 Group they were perused by the Intelligence Staff
^d^y comments, suggestions :uid'complaints were passed to the
Sections concerned for necessary action. Close liaison was
maintained with the Army Air Transport Organisation, whose Head
quarter* was adjacent, to ensure that ;iny Information of value
to them, such as comments on 1.lading of aircraft, etc. were
passed to thorn without delay.

(

Forms T.C, 34 were reoeivod by the Utatistioal Section
who used them as a basis for porlodlc roports of value to the
Planning nd Operations Staff ns well as to higher formations.I

The Intelligence Branch used the TrJr Reports as a
basis for issuing a Dally N4rrativ6 of Opur .'.ons sent t^ lower
and higher formation* as a record of CCTf’/iii .. Group activities,
designed to Include Informatl n of value t Squailrons am.; ’"Ings
aiid of general Interest, A Rarrativo was l.isued dally from mid-
December 1944 to the end of August 1946. m P> bruai / CCTF -'b
onood production of a Fortnightly Review iesigx.ad to public
its aoiivities and naku »osw widely icjuwn the r )le played by

eonduot of operatl ms,

471
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and Conclua^nm.

*. st^darC of reporting at Sqxiadr )n level was con*i(i_
that r\^P *^Tnf ??? was obvious throughout the whole period

Of floors were working under a consld-
sS??t siSoirqnn establlshnent for Intolllgence on Tr^-
WMo Sq^drons was .iily one Intelli-Gnce Officor. He

fron early morning until late
often 10 .r 11 hours duty perdty. In s?ne

nonreilsS T ri Jhonn^*esUbi???-borrowed from some other Section an
to SoJt li? to Intelligence. Efforts were als? made

Officers supernumary t Squadrons or
k^®? f*’3n CCTF/232 Group Headquarters, but owing to the

Sickness Intelligence Officers and m alarmingly high
luf *“ l-npo..!n

hv Intelligence Officers were further handicapped’
by hav^g largely to assume the role of clerks. y'hilst the

the additional burden )f the Form T.C. 34 was a heavy
2t?lSlv^TnlL??i^^^® better spent^n
sSiidJoJ noteworthy that the AnerlcanIntellipnce Officers were not thus handicapped,
sJSSonS^^ Section was established on all their Transport

as a

O

The R.A.
aware af fho Combat Cargo Task Force was deeply

Ldf Squadron Intelligence Officers
repeated attempts to obtain permission for Form T.C. 34

rh TJ^ese attempts were invariably opposed by

thp value Of statistics and were ''.osa concerno with
Pf^P®*** Consequently i.ae standard )f

R/J Squadr American Squadrons was not as high as that on
C

originally drawn up Form T.C. 34 for use
to ’^^***^" theatre, was also reluctant

'*ntll July 1945 that per-
vnifio ^ 3f doubtful

^i*® of 232 Group's Statistical
tho requlrumenta on Inf )r latlon obtained from
oiw , E Reports, The statistical data ui Form T.C. 34 had

tf®n largely duplication of data als
different form on ;he Trip Rep.rts,

by

recorded in a

regard to increasing the Intolllgence establishment
k®"®2 repeated pressui-e eventually rosxxlted in the Aslan

Establishments Committee belatedly agreeln: to raise the estab-
Officer to one Flight Lieutenant and

Officer. The result of this was a distinct increase
?;i:®k 2^ reporting and it Is regretted that recognition

of this basic fact was not made at an earllor date.

^  considered that Squf.dron Intelllgonce
«  hard on briefing tmd de-briefing under
22^?k ?***^J® h^dlcaps which prevented thsi.i from devoting more
or thalr time to other important matters roqulrlng attention.

472
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1.

1« the provlilJi oP®**atioaal
section on Traiuport SuoDort’ISJfs^®'^ organized

aaontal was recognized at the outSerof’?^^^ **
considered that the arr^ .naitrm«L^> c^palgn and it

lined in Chapter W of thl* , ®n<i| as out-
operatlonal effort? it Jf increase
®^'"Pi®te briefing and de-b?ijr-i®" faJiff?? importance of
in the ,1^ ,, Jpe?at‘joSr
2.

«Ircpaft,’JJ*L*S;je„u.’J ““''I®'! ̂  ““
provided between trips when croM «r^ ii^bt aeal bo
Pur day for prolonged periods , ***^^i.f hours
are quite unsuitable. The n-^«p..a5 ^^^^ions for this purpose
ated adjacent to the brief Ini- 3Bct7r,n^ teen should be situ-
co^foPtaPl. .. p,„lpfrSjSj “•

n

3.

out a. ^°PP-. as an aircraft p' -ics^^and^ carried
e crew should be InstStly ' scrvlc-Ugs encountered. ^ ''Callable to .ctlfy any minor

in

snags encountered.

4.

very blgh^st^Sar^of'tfflci"ncr''anf r®? .^k t asupervised by R p shoul ‘ be strictly
For quick twn-:j.;S;d °vnJ^? ̂ Officers and N.C.Os.
helpful if the creJT^fnah ib is very
taking to the unloaSng bay^^ aircraft Is^
able for Dakotas b't it^ls lashings are most suit-

as soon

ideally have^two^Jarallel'^Sj^viJ^^ close support work should
other for take-offs 5 landing and the
frequently necessary for^Sfh^strlL®?^^

.ToSiT;s’raio;;^rTr
ing around in the olrcult^Saitin^^Jjf^®*^:^’ aircraft mill-
ground to take-off bef^ra ^ aircraft on the
park. Planning of alreLrf'^ i®"'- and
must be car^iiy watchad^h i ̂ ^?®2. ̂ ' i®P®rbant and

end

c

f
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Afi

Afi-U Di^,Luatlon 3v«tn.'

Cpqi «i ~
ii:.’;..

111..go-0rdln»f:i> .
1 with Siinn-jy

on

>*aS^*J git.;™.

^S naltttalaad between the C' fu effected. Liaison
fPProjcloate e9pia»te ‘"f medical units so

SrSin icWce r casualties to be
*?* nalntiiined v.ith*^TP/5»9®r ® liaison as

rr^ of Wireless: this Sve -n Headquarters bycraft to be expected '+^^^“7®®*® number of alr-
casu^ties werreSf;nedt^?co:-L"^S'?{ % '■* U^loudel^CAriT^’S^ Hospital medical treatment degree of emergency,OAEl, .« 40 BOH. .1th a vaM^hL^S^her^J? lSVS.“' “

O

n

r»

n the Intermediate
*®® lA oj>eration.

roximateJjr LOO wjunde rr-EBrw^^®^^^® organic-
>' for as tfo-

m

Jtle^oxreon oulPh^it prov.H

c*

In

c

off-loading.®treat^nt°^d*'convevMr®^®#>*^® feaponsible for the
from the baltle line in light aircr-ift received directinvaluable in evacuatSg cfsu/iltier aircraft provedin outlying regions. °a»u.aties xrom clearings and small strips

qUarter8^TCTP/232^Sip^ln^J^l^^,erJtlon®tff^' Head-®®i’v®<i» through Headquarters 'rmv Mr^Tt. « the ..rmy formations
This procedute fmctlonod satlafLf^riiand a total of 130.000 cn*iLi throughout the ca.mpalgn,death in the air ^h^lS^’ue -fh only onf’carrying 24 casualties. ^ ^® aircraft

-28-
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m—L
2.

K  .i Qf. j
2IIJ

outataifll/jRNo
^  g JWdlcdl problems arose in this matter.

iUllipMSBi
Field sanitation

3. Becommendatlny^.

a) Establishment of CAEUa.

p®«®anding all C/.EUs were Flight Lleu-
;rav worked satisfactorily with some of the '*
1*9 thf concerned, it led to some friction with others

Olflcer. Coomandlng PorwMd aSdlMl uSt..
o  J.A Also the Officers Coanandlnr the Indian starHn--

Captains des^^lt^ ̂  conjunction with the ClJiUs were Senlor^RAMC♦•k ni*? aespite the fact that they were under the control of
?ml?f iho werrS moS? iSJI^cosSt Jlng SectloiS®^' r^ to the^ffleers Comandlng the Indian
tho Aff«« « therefore strongly reconanended th
Leader.^ Commanding CAEUs should hold the rank of Squadi

tenantsc

^ r>

b) Aircraft.

e-roloved c^palp C-47s w.,re the chief aircraft
also casualty evacuation but in emor jancles C-46s were
Shich^iio Dakota had octal bracket fittingsrai3eaL?iie "®"’ ^®®®“® ^arpod after
Inr considerable delay in loa^h^ TObblS flt?fnf casualties. The Dakota (.Jark 0)mi.nh fitting In all cases. This type of fitting proved^much more serviceable and was easier to loa.l and tolo^
ao^ialklnr^^S^L*^^^ carrying 18 stretcher oru,.tloi tioJSn P<u-P03.a of casualty or...

The

C

® /tmtaUftnOB OrderllM Eduloment.

flew with stated, R.A.F. Air Ambulance orderlies
worthj Jf nite j! ** ^ ^ ® connection two points are

(1) The air ambulance orderllco should be
regarded as part of the crew of the aircraft,
^d sho^d be given flying and some badgeof distinction, ThSy should/ also have the
acting-paid rank of Sergeant in this trade.
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The equipment carried by the Orderlies
oooeisted of 3 panniers - one containing essen-
tial rir*t-aid equipment, includin' bed pans,
ur^l bottles, etc., one containin,- food and
medical^conforis and one containin., a portable
oxygen apparatus comv.lote with pressure gauge,
flow meter and mask. Phis apparatus should be
on the personal ehar,;o of the Orderly as he is
at all tines responsible for its serviceability.

1

T

Blankets and Stretchers.

Till, hell, at all forward CABUs.
This pool should be maintained by the lUiSC end blrnkets should
be flown from base as required at the Army's request.

e) Bftg Medical Lials >n Officer.
n

One R;,F Medical Officer would h .ve proved Invaluable
M  ̂ ' lalntaln liai;. .n with the Ijiay and

coac It w.is found that the Amy
n.. . little idea of flying c-n’ltions and tjpea of casualties
that could be evacuated with safety by air. This officer c .uld
a .so advise Officers Coranandlng Medical Units on aU matters
c ncernlng flying conditions, and maintain liaison with Officers
C  ..raandlng CAEUs and their controlling RAF Group,

T) Batlona for Alrci .wy.

As was to be expected, rations or refreshnents were
nit available on the forward landing strips. In future cam-
puigna it will be necessary to issue crews with rations to cov'^r
each day's flying programme,
provide hot sweet tea on the ..LOs.

and an attempt should be made to

g)

Shortage of RAF equipment, so marked throughout the
paign, made it not always pissltle to pr vide all aircrews

with oxygen - despite the fact that bad wc ;:hor and mountainous
terrain frequently necessitated aircraft h- vlng to fly at oxygen
heights for long periods. ,

cam

,  ̂ It la absolutely essential that oxygen be available
at aU times for Transport crews in this theatre. It is not
c nsldered an essential supply for passengers. It would, how
ever. be of great benefit if, in addition t i built-in supply,
provision could be made for supplying four 1-ads for casualties.
The present portable oxygen >utflts, althou^^h they saved mcony
lives, are cumbersome and weighty and can ii'rmally supply only
two people. It is considered that a bulll-la supply on the
lines suggested could lead to an eventuil decrease in the weight
of the equipment carried.

o

I
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of 1-r-r-qnor:: Alrpr.-.ft

jppfe ̂ 3^98:
Methods :^f Control,

^or.jard ̂•iTm

The advanced londli grounds used for supply bases
by the 14th Army cr.n be divided into two g. eups

(a) Two strips, approximately 2,000 yards long,
each ending in run vinloading bay built to
acconodnte 30-40 '.ircraft on th. ground at
one timo.

(b) Binglo strip, often ®ut from p- idy, with
one unloading bay or apron, c . i iblo of
acconmodating 26-30 aircraft tj>,r hour.

M-thod of Control of the ab^^ ̂  Airfields

Take offs and landin s wore respectively S-N and N-S,
one strip being used for each purpose, hence a flow of clock-./iso

C. traffic.

1.

(i.)

Heavy ovorlow traffic was parked -long the sides of
the strips whore th..y wore either unloaded or .sent later to ?.n
unload'ag bay. In this manner it was not too difficult t
handl;; J50 aircraft daily on the double strip, t'lo governing

O. factor being the unloading facilities.

k

The Control Tower W’.s positioned t give thu m .ximum
vlov; of the field at any one tine. Aircraft, vitn the exception
of fi ;htors, were oontrollod by H/T and, in th , ev^nt of failure
or lack of R/T in the aircraft, c- rtrldged and Aldls Lamps v/ore
always available. Fighters worj controlled by the Control Towor
with on Adlis Lamp, Sorties by fighters v;ore notified to the
Control Tower boforohojid and thlo .nabied the Control Staff to work
the fighters into th.. traffic stv . .a with -f le linimum dolay to
fighters and transport aircraft.

Direct telephone co. ̂ unication was kept v?lth all
major points on the alrflold. including the M.L.O. and Squadr n
dispersals. Signals facllltior; consisted of .. >cal V.H.F.,
6440 ciramol and point-to-point. The latter ’as particul rly

1  useful since, if an aircraft was rat of range of its base cji- a
^ diversion became necessary, the message could be flashe ’ in codn

on point-to-point and relayed by R/T from another statiju on
airerft's route.

American type electi’lc flarepaths were Install d
on th,o,o fields, particular attention being p id to obstructions.

It was absolutely essential, in view of :.he large amoixnt
of tr ffic, that th.. existing circuit and groi n' procedures

strictly adhered to at these fields.were

^ etc.
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b) On the second type of field other difficulties
tl',. single strip", vvjr.. often c-nstructed In  . matter of 4:
hows, by the 14tn Army ongln-.^rs assisted by CCTF englnt-rs,
Tb . sites chosen ./ere, In many instances, sun-baked paddy
fl 'is which wero quickly lov.,lled, dimensl jas 2,000 by 200
yac 3 approximately. After tua first day's usage the whole
ri Ld would be covered, an inch deep, with a fine dust; at a
pea. period a du;;t cloud some .200 feet high ’..as a common
occurrence. This dust cloud Jiuide the move.m.ents of aijcraft
a h'zardous affair since it provided a good range marker f )r
en y shelling. The dust, apart from causing much gen' ral
dl..'.omfort, also tended to gtt into aircraft engines, despite
all precautions.

arose -

Little c uld be done t... combat the Just on the very
forv/ard strips as no water was available. Old engine oil
Was used but was not satlsfact '•ry. At Akyab a pumpinc
ari v ugement was s .t up and se" water v/as spr .yed over the
fluid more or less continuous I.’’ during the Jay, At night old

ine oil was put over the laudixig area and rolled In with a
m .'t, r roller. This notewortl ,/ successful effort to maintain
airfield servicu-abillty aislstod in keeping up the movements
of aircraft to 12,000 per m'nt.h.

eiic

There wr... usually onl/ ne unloadin, bay and aircraft
landed in the dn...jetlon of th- bay, turned iff, unloaded, and
When ready for t .ke-off taxied down to the end if the runi-
wh.ro it could bo run-up without delayin other aircraft ca
in, in to land.

I

!

Control fas once agaiii by RA, with emergency equip
ment should airc.raft RA fail. Again, wiiere possible, an
Asiai-ican type el .ctric flareparh formed part of the Flyiii':
Control equipment.

The En ineers gave an jstlmate of the number of air-
cr I't the airfield could tedt.. nd a rear base controlled the
fl i of aircraft, at the sama time getting tlie maximum usage
fr a the field. A strict RA watch had to be kept ly all
aircraft for any alterations, due to enemy intervention.

o

These fields had man> obstructions and it was of
pri.mary importamy that Flyln. Control kept them wall mai’ked,
by Jay and night.

The Fl,?;Lng Control T'Oams were in n- way cowibatants,
and they were ro-sponsible only for themselves if directly
attacked and for the d'ostructi 'n of all secret documents and

equipment,.

I 2.

The fern of lay-out if a D,Z. and its dimensions a-
1 id down in an ..rmy pamphlet \'ere used by CCTF for S. D.
op' 1 rations.
within half a mile of each
strip of two letcars.

Each D.Z, - so’v.'times there were five or olx
tlu r - was identified hy a gnund
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.  . ’i!* t>est to atagger aircraft arriva?.s at D.Z...
at owo to five niimte intervals - a longer >r shortrr tiae being
us. - according t the number aircraft taking part in tho oper-
BlXm Cle

.  ̂ ■ Aircraft adopted aerod; ome circuit procedure, conform
ing to the pattern of the leading aircraft - if this was satis
factory, Drops vrero bast made fron £(-0 foet where possible,
five or six runs being necessary to drop a load of 2t tons. Pi
t ' seven contain-rs at a time wore dropped >n a D.Z, some 800
yards long.

ve

Though .1/P contact with ground parties was attempted,
when communlcatl. !i3 had been established, it seldom provided
efi. ictive control.. This was raalnly due to h) proximity
th D.Zs. to eacli other since traffic on tn -.Z. was dr :-wned
by the traffic oi the others.

of

c The only form of control that was any./here near of 'c-
ient was with use of Verey cartridges, Uf d in accordance w:-
pre-arranged code. Even this was not ICOjK effective since trees
an<. vegetation rten screened the burning cartridges on the ground.

Crews Y/ere seldom unable to locat-. the P.Zs. n
how bad the sitiJij had to be - ;;round forces were not al'-ays
able to chose. During the m-nseon it was f jund that a D.Z.
safely sited becaidc dangerous to find in low visibility - a
snail hill of even 2-300 feet made a low level search diffic
ult and hazardous.

latter

The spilt-load technique, often us^d in CCTo’, was
found to be extronely useful. '’he dropping; lo-ad was placed in
the aircraft last, dropped en-route to a ft-r-Yard airfield thus
bringing the all up weight of the alrc aft within the prescribed
Units for landing nt the alrfioldi

Durln • the pre-monsoon period airfields often I came
uns-orviceable during the night to last i robably 6-10 hours
according to the mount of rain fallen. ’Vhei this happened
the early mornin sorties used a O.Z. situ-.t. i close to the
airfield thereby .aalntainlng the tonnage required for the air
field.

o

c 3. Personnel.

It is pointed out thot all British 31 nals equipmeu..
used for the pu’‘i)08g of flyin. - control was n )t ty any means up
t: Lhe standard f that employ-.d in the Itoit 1 Kingdom,
p'irary cauas of this was the shortage of suitable equlpra at
transportable by rlr. The only roafl avaJl ble from Calcutta
Int I Burma was via the Manlpm' .toad' - a journey taking aL times
up to 28 days. r'urthermore this road was, s has already been

. mentioned elsewhere, in a very bad state of repair, and oun-
sequently all ©qulpaent and vthicies had tr undergo a major
overhaul before taking part in operations.

The
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l8 •tPJngly rscommenddd
plant tiioula be made to pnanoe tlmllar unl%:s tn th

^t-iican AAC6 Tcarat, with additional peptonriol compplalnr 3Fly^g Control Officers and 3 Airfield Controlle?J! l? la
® portable flare-path slBllar to the“ade available to the RAP, since 1^tot ^ *{j8ht for 1.600 yar-lt of r^way lighting is only 2,000<>4. *?• f nmd to be extro_*Qly efficient In workl^ Lid

after] experience, could be laiu out in throe hours. *
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H4y;

On thu ■ormatlon of C:XF Haadquart -s the exlat^n •
51 -lals set-up, .3 left behln by the 3rd T-u:tlcal Air F.rce,•iS follows *w«

At Cotiilla there was smoothly ru;vr’.ine and well
or • nlsod Signals Centre. Ti ia Signals Confcre-was s :rato-ic-
iil ; placed on tho trunk land-line route fr' ’, Calcutt., n.,ar
wh.re it spilt ai-i.d turned Nortli o Inphal and Tullhal,
South to Chittao -ng and Cox's . izaar.

tuid

Plxod c .wunlcatlons by land-lino t Calcutta (; st
ern iilr Command), to Imphal (headqu'-rters, VP.l Group), ar^! to
Cox's Bazaar {HcMdqua»ters, 2r. ' Group), ind ti various i.t^r-
mediate statlonc-;, were all brek* d up by continuous or st n lby
W/T links.

i

r*
Tolephoju circuits existed on a cu- n user basis to

all Centres, and ilthough specc'i was usTinll, issiblo to '.11
theso Centres, u algh priority ./as requirwd b connoctlor was
tr .o ensured du’lng working U irs. Befor 0800 hours .nd
aft. 1* 2000 hours there was ncr ally no diffi culty In getting
thi’. ugh lnmediat',ly, a fact wluoh was a gri. .u advantage t;-.
Co ...at Cargo Tasit Force Headqu rters.

The alr-.:round organ.' .tlon was bao. 1 on the us .  f
tt - 221 Group an’. 224 Group B.'-s or Strike I'la quencles. i//DP
St-tlons were er...'oted, workln n the appr ,.riate frequti.c
('l/'.s KC/S for r: Station v/lth; the 221 Gr u, area, and ;7g6
KC/.; for a Station in the 224 Ci.*.vup area). .‘.s Squadrons In
th. early stages normally lift.. ’ fr.om a bas . to a forward
ar entirely within the main rea of one )f the two Orouj/s,
th' arransMisnt was a vary sctlofactory one I'or all cono‘. rneti.
All main Stations gave and p/.s • d on enemy Mreraft warnla s
or li/T on 6270 K'J/S, and all .ii'crnft kept v'otch on the R l’
Set SCR 274 on this frequency. 'A'lth the 11. ted Stnt on.* u.sed
an’ the limited p )wer avallall 'his aohlev..i’jnt is ocns'dvrod
cr-.Utablo.

i

1i

c

Tho ohu.in ^ f Command w'.s partloul. riy vague with
rogurd to 900 'tlinz which was ■ .finally based at Agart.al.
and later moved to Comllla. 'fiiii Wing adm.!,. .Lstered, and
as far as possible controlled, all CCTF Squ-. irons which • t
th .t tine wore 1 'Cated at Agartala and liaph i L,

With th'.i arrival of t. j now CCTP fi -r” irons, however,
th position became more than ‘ 00 coul jpe with 8; tis-
frctoMiy,^ Somo Squadrons w • operating ' ■ .n Statl.^ns which
hi ’ no base HF/D'i Stations, t when 221 ai. 024 Groups .'0.jan
to aiove forward t iking their e u-munlcation ‘ rmlnati ns vl th
th. 7», the RAF Elu..ient of CCTF iuad neither t.xc porson-iol n r
th. equipment with which to replace them.
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at i.'ullhai, who w^'X^^aSuajrs^bi ttw^p^vlded^^with^ Cargo Squadron
poroonnel than tlio RAF 3 «qulpaent and

there >..nd did JbeffSti?”?^ ̂  i? ^
th. high power R/t provided b-u <-ho noteworthy that
unicatlon System it*^TSihal %o C^oS-
aircrew were aln ot unanlSuf^In ®°“^i<ienoe,
this form of R/r control, ^reasini, their preference of

and

I

I

The rel
St tions made th,ison. The-fact-' ̂hS^fh/slf
^< n authorised r >r RAF local irfleld^^f ^

RAP Element .i^CCTF went*t°^the Imn^l°^^ Staff Officer oftwo new Squadrons. a* a r«<.nif !?® the
It bec-?me ovid-ent to CCfF Headquarters^tharfLaJfSf* ^vid-

was being hampered by lack of m 'f these Squadrons
personnel 3 brinadeoSfta spares, by insufficient
pointed outV howJ^ th«f%h It is
thrmgh any fault of’the SqSdroSjj’^b^ttfrioa^Sd'^h^viceable due prirmrilv to ownr- become unser-
»n<l J^re than oj.o ;«Pl<'C‘=anta,servicing due t. this c^e? to close down T’A

n

very welcome to eCT? , This news was

aliv for Bit «< to be responsible I'enar-

Gr >up Headquarters moJ^d'ffSd! ̂

;;>,e

i

Section, iSclWln ̂ “eJilSSnf 7?^ f*-Si’nrls’offlror ^ qulpment >irid all personne l, consisted of 1

^qulSSaJIt^Lc^Mafy**?^ ^^d%ro-

sirfoS

their eoSltments i^
much Signals oquloment Wn« aw - 5 fact that at this time
of India, and avoxlable for use in various pnrts

r;:^- in £?f 'IvH*" ‘“?1 - ai“^i.’°S2tWtS2:-

o

C
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q-i I 1. By '^ '*3 tlmo 342 iiohlle Wlnt h vd arrived, an^ its
Si, 4il8 porsonnoi, .vere dentlc in strength to 341 v^th
th.,. exception of ,no adlitl-n- :. Telepho^ 0-. .tor.

ha jecome more nnd nore crowded and was andint toencroach

i. 5iSiS?,'?f Si's;

/'W

of- -.O^n vn/l^ therefore dtolded to call aU transmitters
on j270 KC/S, oinept one sei ) be oontroli d from 221 ur mo
ri_t.jr Room, one 3 .t to be cor.tfoiled from 1^' iroup rtlt*-r
room, and one set to be used b/ SOO Wing In C.milla fc. •
purpose of givln/- test calls r.nd ooviding u
for Combat Cargo 1’isk Force Ho'iequarte’*a,

tv
Monitor watcii

«  Groups aokno..ledgad thoir
responsibilities ..n this matter md agreed to set up T1190
Transnitteis oa 62''0 KC/S. Uiif ortunatol',,
air warning* was mi jver provide’ since 22’ G
remained too far In the rear t > ;ive earV en nigh warning to
aircraft Ir the f >r',vard areas, nnrt 221 Q: oup, who kept thoir
wariung set well forward, were always having difficulty Mvlth
Jo rarelj- produced any ^r-nsralssion audible
to tie monitor St-tlons at br.so. It will t. -eadlZy
that this sltuati n did not ten I to encourii;: jnfidone,

howe/er, effective
r.>j;p»8 Transml 'tjr

•eadlZy appreciate

n

d
to encour .’.g onfidonce 1.

^'. signals, and 00th tho RAF and USAAF proi rred to listen out
to tao American tu .-ground frequency of 5400 \C/3 which did
at loist give audiole comraunloations.

RAF. Signals

It should be aotod that enemy 'ose of oadlo counter-
measyres was on a i ar.t .'emely United scale an’ co-.slsted
mer.iy of attempts ai ’’jammlnc" )f frequenciot. These atto.apts,
n^evor, never re- ched serious t roportions a ’• did they noticeably
affect our operations.

I

I

o
In early March two Mobile Signals Units, the first

of .a number recently formed arrived in Calcutta. they were
Just in time to bo shipped to A^tial and theruby prevontod 341
Win, being strand id without cor. ymioatlons. ’he Wireless
Opor tors came direct to Comllt> and on arrival were found to be
very Inexperience' , They were given a. weak' intARf ̂ ^ .
training at Comllla, and when thoy went into juoratisn riey out

rulte good results having regar’ both to tholr Inexperionoe
and to the fact tliat they were using equipment on which thoy
had not previously worked.

up

c

Mobile Signals Uhits continued stndily to arrive
and by the end of April CCTF/232 Group was, as far as quai.tity
was concerned, in a much more s .lisfactor - pojition with regard
to personnel and equlpnent. The Wire! .ss Operators, although
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ti and, not unaaturally, axtraaaly bored with
experlenoee nt Sanbre,’nevorthelees rapidly

lr:proved. The earlier situation, whereby aircraft opwatSa
Inched all confidence In their counter-parts on the '^round
was now changed rind the future appeared brighter, 

*

this time 232 Group had developed ita own 7.'/! Alr-
^^f^^l^ntlon. All flltjhts were conducted In strict 'VT

RAF emergency, and It was possible to have
frequency, 4470 £c/S. ConlUa, ;Jcyab
Stations on this frequency, and t^ro

was therofore ovory opportunity available for a 'fix' to bo
aircraft In distress in the evont of Its non

ull

o

th frequency was found to be satisfactory, except In
th^ lmedlate vicinity of Imphal where there was bad screoL e .
tl possible to aove tho Signals Centre from Imphal
Tm permancat nature of tho power, supplies at
Imphal and to tho lack of any others at Tullhal.

r

w?® ‘ii'ection of supply had now completely altered.
Most rilpts no longer began, stayed, and ended In one Group
area, but aircraft ^variably took-off in the 224 Group area and flew
^d xlcv over tho hills into 221, Group area and back again,
tho time the monsoon was duo the use of tho air warning frequency
had been alterod almost ontlroly from its original main function
or onemy aircraft warning to its subsidiary function of ot^rgancy
meteorological warning, 71 th the dlrainishln.^ danger of enemy
aircraft and the Increasing dtjig r from bad weather conditions,
messages became far more frequent and at the end of May when 224
Group was withdrawn from the line and retired to India, thoir
air-ground frequency was handed ower to 232 Grom), who split
their main operational bases between 4470 and 4760 KC/S.

By

4
i
*

!
I

I?

Frequent meteorological broadcasts were made in :ui
attempt to offset tho danger of aircraft losing eommunlcatioa

bad wester conditions. Reference has already been made
in Chapter JJ to the effeotlvenoss of VHP ia respect o^^cteor-
ological broadcasts vet insplte of eeirly pr>.;ai3es of all ilr-
craft being completely fitted with VHP by thj time of the
monsoon, only 20^ wero so fitted due to shortage of equipiient.

in

I

I c I

i
I
I

Reference must here bo made to thu Amerioan AACS  T :c-
tlcal Flying Control Teami for forward airfields, mention of
which has already been made in Chapter J. These teams wore
well thought out, contained ax;erl9ncei and. icoen personnel,
wore well-eqippod Including v ry sound power supplies, and
provod extremely successful* ''.'hen tho Am^ rleans left Burma
they naturally uxpccted the R.'J’ to inprovis on equivalent,
/in equivalent Unit was suggested but it was not possible to
provide from existing resources, and, owln„ to tho long and
coapllcated system of control in India, it is adsilttad that
thv^Q was no chaiico of receiving them in tl lo for the purpose
for which they were intended, When oventu .lly they were
produced, the’ equipment was f r too cumbers: u, badly packed,
and mostly arrived unservieeaLvlo; the power supplies « which
tho whole concern dopendedi wore 'inrellablo fuid the personnel
were Inexperienc'.d,

I i

I

I

I

•*
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Wh«n the Amerloana did finally depart they
tJotioJl ^ S**®®"* bJt not their
that bv a Mttjr for very considerable thought

middle of June thero waa still not one forward fi^id
above*' communication with base due to the reasons outlined

were induced

of

unnecessary traffic.

stfltfl 7!E® begt'inlng to report a more satisfactory
*■•«*''* The most popular

Beacon, this being a pilot interpreted aid.
now poasesaed HP/DP, Eureka Beacons, I4Ffor hP Ton»ard lirflslda were aohoSlodI®**** Controi only. if, h'wever, it w sforward airflslda would at some time in the

thJm « baJrJiJflSldl!"**'^
n

ww“j ' <«^*ooSJ tm*
|riLi;« s';o;5L:uu5r;s.;5:s5^*beln,; made every 5 or 10 mJgilt|tes.

so that a broadcast was

authQi.li-J^h?i^^» towarls the end of Uay^  received from ACSEA for the use of 3CR 274 '
during the interim period pack-sets

recLSt^^fhifl***, poved satisfactory. Dosnlte theauthority, it is nevertheless n fact Uiiat up to the
?he nLiu
Becoiamendatlons:

The following raoommend\tlons arc madu:-

ahould**it?!??r^Hf*'^?®‘^!^ Transportable Units1! transportable. This means that itSf J hnd oompuot for ease 1.'. air novomem:, and
hLd1?n!®?f iJ?? '*P to the rougherhandling it will receive by virtue of its mobility.
W  should be completely fitted with

t>ut replaoeraont aircraft nro etlll arrivingSrMdi flttad'’'*JS“*Si As these oftua replace airar^trapidly ^^® ^ POBltlon can conceivably deteriorate

c

8®otions should at all times be kept up to
overTOikid‘*n!?f««**?» thereby preventing undue strain on
2f^2i2r«J?Ini^1 equipment vital to the progwess2L2*^f mure tlm- sacrificed for the
Si« frSr?hrfSJ,Sa *'

importance that there
land line communications between Group
WXil^S e

should to good
H.Q. aj;id its
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Badag yg-|y/232 group.

It ii desirable that more detailed Information now be
eiv^ on aU aapucte of the Radiir organiaation which wae oloeely
tied up with the Signals orgaxiisntion. Mention of certain
Radar facilities has already been made la earlier Chapters and
in connection with other aspects, but it is impossible to fully
ppreciate all the difficulties encountered unless  a complete

plctiire is given.
a

A Radar Officer with the rank of Plljht Lieutenant
one of the first CCTF staff Officers to arrive at Comllla pre*
ceding the arrival of the main body of officors by several weeks.
He had the advantage of having come direct from 38 Grot^) with
experience in Airborne work. At this stage, no normal facilit
ies for Work were available, nor were there unj' records of past
work on the Squadrons. This officer then proceeded to set
an office assisted by 900 Win,, Hadar Officer ;uid ^s task
achieved by begging and borrow,ing from neighbouring units. An
initial visit wum made to the oquadroxw at Agartala and lophal
Valley, which revealed an acute lack of test equlpsient, spare
main equipment and personnel - particularly experienced person
nel and HCOs, It also revealed that there was little knowledge
in the Rebecca-hureka field of dadar.

i^s

up
was

Efforts wore first tui-nod to Eureka Base Beacons of
whj ch there were too few and those in operation wwre not
reliable due to ihe lack of stand-by equipment, suitable power
supplies and efficient maintenance. The existing installat
ions were thoroughly overhaulod, reinforced .and isade to work
on a fixed time i..3is with a request period to cover the
remainder of the twenty hours (for those that could not be put
on continuous opoiation).

The supply position was then attacked and Headquiirters
Eastern Air Comm .nd were requested to negotiate for the supply
or production of beacons to cover the needs of CCT? for base
and forward airfields... ^ In spite of repeated requests, however,
trieso beacons were not supplied in workable quantities until
May 1946, and than only under pressure.

To cover the interim period, CCTF succeeded in repair
ing the old beacons and in some cases beaconj were made from
American I.P.P, Bets (BC 966A Kecelvert), while a small number
of Installations were obtained from No, o B.S.D. for new bases.
Groat difficulties were still experienced in obtaining suitable
and reliable power supplies.

V,

I

Due to tile prevlo\i8ly irellable nature of the Rebecca
Eurv:ka system in the Command, it was found necessary to prove
to the Navigators that the system would work and that it could
be relied
to start

It was decided that the best method woiLld be-
tho Base Homing Beacons and work out to the for

ward airfields a id later to tlie Army supply dropping portable
Eui'eka beacons.

upon,
with t

After a short time thi Base Eureka Beacons were on a
good footing and it was possible to ensure maximum use of
all available Radar equipment either American or British.
Although good results were obtained on the Base Eureka Beacons,
It was not possible to provide a vary extensive and fully
reliable service due to the equipment and manpower shortages
already mentioned.
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Iv at forward alrflalda wara
Sif? B««eon: ownad by
U8AAF but ofton oparatod oi maintained by tha Ri^. Thla

iiont In the form of stand-by Installations, shorta;:# of rallabla
dehclancas, intJilSd iSSha^lcS iid

a loptages suitable test equipment.

!  In
the

.  add 1.0 tha difficulties, whun the maw Squadrons
early in lt46 they were even rore poorly Radar equipped

th^ these air, ,dy in tha aroa. Some, had no test eSipSImE*^
ud theia were usually larpo deflclanoas of Radar parso^l,
particularly Of f,*icer6 and RCOa. This bec.-une  a mattar of con
siderable embai''rijment to thu RAP Elamant o' CCTF.

«"^P'-rlencad in obtaining Radui Sar-
\^olng Vahlol*8 Type 422, but in many casos it was possible
s  ̂ substitute vehicle. The Ra'%
Samclng vehloles were belnt; manufacturod In Bombay hy Nc
'VTF/MP^r^S?: representations Haadcuarters,
it allocated vahiclws on a high priority

several frui^hs for thu vehicles to reach them. - ^
VohlJla to®?;; difficulty In movin.r tha Servicing

“'^7 location. To overcome this, establiahmant
letlon was tak )n to obtain ono jeep per suiiiidron In addition to
the Radar Servicing Vehicle, Tjt® 426. The jaapsV beln^ Sr-

not reoulved until quite

Whan

f  <

A

ba.a. '^'«;^!f»hop facilities also causud many nrobl.,ma.
maintlMn?« S,/n Comil?-i, Akyab stiSidard Radar

constructed. iiaWally
^r?!Jal '®®?y Squadrons onand dliilciatles were emporloncad wlth^terlm acoomm-
ft b! du ̂ V'T. to .Slid it^dn.ia.as. du. to he temporary nature of the airfield.

ndnt4rti^4!I®M4 ® P ’^sibla to arijuige workshop accomm-
Snlti^eJj "I P*‘«f*^»’i'5nted huts, but In others^the

^0 ̂ *so tents. These wrro not considered
Prsv iillng climatic con-

fibJiStad •'®^« “1“*' alr>^^.^ortable pw-
®*®^ Squuipon or a per ntage of thu

Squadron, but ti'ese were fonud to be unav<.> labia.

enou,jh»

a»

.' C

upjn.Uiy of the earlier difficulties.
SunSiv a2«««4f turned to the use of Eureka Beacons for

Several attempts
th« f???!4.f« 5’^®“'' ‘oo** for tills purpose prior to

loudquarters CCTP/232 Group with vailing
^  eMuipmant and .a single efflclont

silch^Bewon for the replaoemont and repair of

*«e

There wtTnv.* d. discussions with various Headquarters
iS8U»-, maintenance and replacement of

^*** Propos 'l that a Beacon Unit
?  oo Bo dquartera CCTI'y232 Group under their

^^® P’^'POS - of issuing, nalntalnln,: and re-
2£ 'I’acons required by the Army Pormationa w.as over-

1  . Sr* oo*^S nisation propofod was a similar one to that used
*u « Oroiaj for the supply of Beacons to the Airborne Forces

for the Contl/iunt.
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prg^aatlon ac'-’ially authorised was the
iRi'" Supply and Maintenance Depots (Army) am^ No
ifih Signals Wings under 2ii4 and 821 Or jups respectively

B.S.M.D.(A) at No. 6 d.S.D.*^ uSwJii^teiy
filt thfrfh2^i?n months to finalise, whereas it^s ̂

»• proposed by Headquarters CCTP/232
established quicker and -oiad have be^

more econonloal to equip with tost equipment r beacons.

4. j these plans wore being
tralnlnii Army personnel to use the

tackled. /uiother Badar Officer v.lth th‘>
Lieutenant was first loaned ;3 CCIF Headquarter.

twn anSS Btatt. This Officer withtwo JORs went out to forward Arm?, Units to liaise with and
twin ..rray personnel. This training programie was later

sarvioes of t\.' - more Radar Officers and two flORs
were made temporarily available t > CCTP for this purpose.

.  - . ***!? training progra.mae proceeded very favourably
»£ difficulties but the operational aspect

was u^t wholly successful.. Difficulty was experienced 1
obta ling at an early date a policy from higher authority
governing both the Ar^ and the Air Force responslbllitiM, code

periods f operation etc. Sufficient
available at an early data to allow

them to be treated as expendable it ims and replaced as they
becai.io unserviceable, u way

n

i

P..K co-ordination with the Bureka programme, the
problem was attacked. After some delay, a

WS.... fitting party commenced t) fit all the unfitted Da^oti
Transport aircraft in the thwetro. if t!ie task was to be

neceisltated several
personnel were not available.

2*rficulty was Experienced on Sc irons Ware
the iitting party had completed its task, slnco ♦’itted

going back for an inspection were repl 'ed by unfittedThI new aircraft were Iso arriving u aitt^.The litting was slow and finally lad to be stopoed entirely
T^Ind^'g? shortage of AN/;.;N-2 Rebecca Columns

Here
I

4  . time Headquarters CCTi /232 Group had
Rabecca, Bureka and. Radio Altimeter test

equipment problems with quite go r-. results. Certain vital
items, howeverI were still in very short supply auid the powersupply problem was particularly aoute. ^

-  . 4.i.^^ use of the Radio Altimeters was noticeatay
Dakota aircraft. Great difficulties were

aerial breakages and even after repeated
Tn^fhf ®"'^_®"88®»^i0"*» u* modification was authorised

“‘^^*4.4 '^®? disappointing because it was felt
®ould have been made to function

b^oth ranges and fie aerial system modified
breakages, it would have proved to be a particularlyuseful piece of Radar equipment.

unK4i r early 1945 a requirement had bean raised for
?**?4^* for deployment in Burma to meet the Radar

requirements for close r'.i’'port aircraft of
CCTF/232 Group. There was considerable opposition to this

chains were n >t forthcoming. A requirement
? ^^8** priority; as the Group had been

the lowest priority for its fitment the priority
was uud it Was stated that the task was r qulred to be
completed by the beginning of th monsoon, l.e. ^ay, 1946,
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.t«..<,a’S^Jdiu,.rt«i OTF/23r“"“ ””■•

incclianloa employed In aervlflV- guidance to

the position was ̂ considerably e xfier^h^t^th * ??

Oroup.

was now well”S‘S^“J tiw^‘TiM*li^l-h?^Sh‘”’*’'^’''“'"‘
obtaining experlonce on personna ware
an. the powltjon with re.JS t

an

£ac^>!^mendat^o>^yl

of Slsnal. aSSlpS^MSSso^!?*Li'f }“ X'fS"'
support operatloAsf^eTery^!ffJrt°“*’Side traMportpersonnel before tAelr dipIrtS-e to servicing
l^^U^d24d^offortJ“hJ2[a°ouJ°h; B* ■ a^oneat
equliMjent, ^ instructing servieinr' personnel on that
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1  'JP

Hjapon*

HAiidiiiirgyTff
Ibl

SaJHOlLiCBX'

l£fii»»
Stuiilng Poitfl woro oontrolled bv tha baip pi

o

As

ilitles 3‘"‘“«^conMHon over the respons^b-

S%hS r-
io?efthe5e^fS^wa?d^Sta|ll^ f'-sjgectpi^Je^poSJiSmtlesr'pIJjjer-presled iJasS « thefJ^poL o? InltiaUy hard-

th static sub-sections to Stagln Posts, wherebv

fht equipment, was accordingly hindered throughoSt’
n.l and''e,L;„e„iXfb,UtuS2t"t“^Sr'''

I  .
i z>

duties o?*thS'''lo2?‘'^*’^SJSn°'''!'=^2 Clarify the respectlUe •
Sta'lnx Posts ■ ud RAP representatives on forward^08fc8» a Conference was held at Ho: dauarters

the Corps, the AOG 229 Group, and
Combat Cargo Task Force. It was agreed

FAMO ^?S?! , «torea) by No. 6 Staring Post and the
time It Im in successful during the short
however Organisation concerned,
fullv to personnel they were unab.^_
then aweS

g eed that No, 6 Stagln., Post should operate as formally.

in-

c

arisen out of proposals by Head-
forJeS suggesting that on

I’'*® '®ceivlng supplies for Array Corps and DlvU-
Element of Staging Posts be withdrawn and

tha restricted and transferred to
enwisaged the Air Force's remalnin.; res-

Sf nnr^« Connection being limited to the receptionof purely Air Force packages and to the evacuation of casoialtles.
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1
I

DoraS^fi iu d^sp .tch and roception of all lea?e

r.a‘ s€£E‘S3s;»:;FrYS,?rM"-
■  .‘Li£‘Eli !E14‘' S/”

u.' of Staging P„.!ts as swiftly as had orielnally bean pljiSd!

m^iits, and as a result clear -it duties and r^onalblli^'tl-^J^r
Staging Posts on both and rear and fom rd a-irflelds were outlined

‘of?L'iajrr:rHi“s.’“^^' stagug^sL
I

.irflelds.S.!I

at basa alrflsid^ ':-

closest CO-yperat-^ Dn with
”j. aO#

b)' Mar<flUllin =ind dispersal of aircraft
^der order? of i-’lyin^ Control, except
in such cases where thero ./as a special
organisation to undertake these duties,
i.e. on certain USAAF bases.

c) Selecting of loads in accordance with
instruction.; issued by fti:!0 and ^aiding
of M.I. frou control point to emplaning
atea. (No^; Load manif sts had o be
scrutinize d tr ens'ire tliat tho weight
was not excust .ve and th. t all that
necessary pp.jcauticna were taken f;on*
rn^g the load nt, of acids and other

volatile stores).

To report .ouspected r ases of tamperint-
with canteen or othei stores to the
Officer Co
tain of th

e) To super-loe the parking ’ a.T. em
ployed in lc''ding and an! itng air-

.  craft, and to take all pc >ible pre
cautions to I ?event dama.^ j to air
craft by such vehicles,

f) To super-«’lso ,the load: n; of -Ircraft
' and to eff. ; ,the lashin:- of loads,

except whe • this was do-o by flying
crews.

C) To ensure ';h t adnquarte > ahlng mat
erials, ra . etc, were .vailable
for (f) above. .

ce

d;

i-^nding R 10 or to the Cap-
aircraft concerned.if

i

•  I

h) To supervise t. e unloading of aircraft
with spec-'a 1 attention to speed ahd
prevention *1 damage, . 491
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J) *tccQption and a''3patch of a3“
r.ont, leave,
in conjunctio'

relnforce-
i i repatrlatlo.x personnel

_  . -ith the Army Movement
Coatrol Section or other Ar;ij- Organis
ation, fho nanlfestatioi 3of such per-
ao^el vnre undertaken by Army authw-
itle- escept ̂ hore scheduled air nail

concerned. The respon-
Posts was to

check persom l emplaning against the
..1 .nifest in order to guard against over
loading.

k) Kcc xption and desf'atch of casualties
un cases wher..: no RAF CAJ3U existed)

‘

1) Koception of dosratch of individual
P ’-ssengers, frol; it and mail
rpoeial or mail aircraft,

Mtec )tlon and i-'spacch of all nails
ArmyAAl’ Mail

•ntthorities,

mans and freight
with tOie excep.nn of AimyA^F bulk*^
3 ippxie' •

o) insuring th.t 'npianing and Waning
b'ys were kep ' Uear of s .or s^
v.ge material. . be, as received, Sd
to M accessible
to M,1. Without interferin wit*’ the
Eovemen: of aircraft,

on

m)

Stagin. r) .tj on For, rfialdfe■

ne rrsponsl 1Lities of St- -ingwv. . as followc . ^
^  duties UKl :

Peats on forwarc airfields

a) To .ork in clc.
FiJJo.

10 s" co-operation with

b) Vo supervise t .e unloading cf aircraft
f '-i^ntion to sp.ved and p -l-

b" aircraft. It should
chocking of loads against

n.x.nifesta war: undertaken by .. rmy personntl
imilar organisation

thornoae. Officets Coamanfling
’'tT® responsible fordetailed alloc.a bioa of labour and K.T.

'inloadii g pui-poses. Anydelays ^ turnaround of '.ircraft were
Post to 0,C.

since the responsibility for rapid
turi^oind res tod with the u,C. Stagingf OS t# •

I

)

1

I
I

I
c) belecting of joads in accor. nee with

U  'saued by FAMO .nd guiding
ol M,T. from control point to emplaning
area. I

I
The T‘e""- ining re- -c"

ivi//ard airfields »c e.ld.-
Posts at base a:-fields.

"i^mtles of Staging Posts at
-  those ' iertaken by Staging I
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the tine oT the recaptwe ot 8an>~ooB C'Wtet Casct^
Task Fopoe was operating eleven Staging Post.. At this tSe,
nowQvep, Instructions were received from He iqnarters Air
Conmand South Hast Asia to the fiffeet that the Allied Air e
ander-ln-Chlef had decided that forward operational Stacking

become an unnecessary link in the chain betwe ■'
RiJiO ^d the Air Supply Squadrons, and that they were there-
fore to be disbanded. Wiere an operation was being supported
by Tr^sport Supply aircraft, the responsibility of handling
frolght and persor-.iel was no longer to be carried out by a
Staging Post.

Comm-

It was, however, not considered that HAHO could be
hold responsible for the stowing and lashing of freight.
The Captain of the aircraft, v/ho was responsible, was fre
quently not in a position to supervise the loading, and there
fore if an accident should occur no disciplinary action could
be taken against him. Conso luentky It was deolded that two
officers and twelve HCOs or ACs be selected from Sta*ln. Post
personnel and attached to each ft 232 Group's Squadrons'to

^ responsible forform Despatch Sootions. They were to be responsible for
checking the loads against the details given on the .manifests
and for supervision of the loading and lashing of aircraft.

This process of disbandment of forward Staging Posts -
base Staging Posts X'emalixed unaffectod » cor.uiioaced at th<^- end
of May ard continued steadily during the next two months, the
surplus personnel being thrown up for re-allocatlon of duties.
i-Iany of these personnel were absorbed by the formation shortly
before the end of the war of three Static '-glng Posts loc
ated at Hathazari, Akyab, and Ramree. Th . j Staging Posts '
took over the rosponsibilities of the old hobile Stagin Posts
with the additional responsibility of controlling the operation
of internal Air Lines on behalf of 117 Wiag.

I

By the- beginning of August only five Staging Post
Detachments (passenger and freight sections) remained in the
i'lold, located at Myingyan, Comllla, Ramree, and two at Chitt
agong,
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027

Army Air Trans, :irt .

.  ,. . ^ plannixig for the maintenance of the operations
^ the _>urma c^paign it was recognised that lii addition to the
provision of the requisite number of transport aircraft, the sating
up aM organisation by the army of a groiuid maintenance echelon which
was to vork with the air transport force, would be assential. There
nad beea no precedent for such an organisation in any other theatre,

what limited use had boen made of maintenance by air up
to that time had, with the exception of the Nep Guinea operations,

^ previous Burma operations. Consequently the salectl
or officers and other ranks to control and operate this new
organisation was made from within the S.S.A. and India Conmands.

on

.  .. This ground echelon was called the Army Air Transport
Organisation and started to function on 17th October IS^*!. It consisted

n  headquarters coixaanded by Brigadier (then Colonel) J.A. Dawson
^d eight other staff officers and six Rear Airfield Maintenance
Organisations (RAMOs).4.U o - Headquarters was situated adjacent to
the H. of Combat Cargo Task Force/L32 Group.

This organisation was virtually the voice of the Army and
it conveyed to the RAF an expression of the Army's day by day re
quirements, where they were required, and in what quantities.
Similarly, the numbers of reinforcements to be flown in or of
^rsonnel ̂  be wlthdrawQfrom the line were detailed, and it was the

CCTP/232 Group to fulfill these requirements to the best ojf Its
ability. In the event of CCTF at any time bolng unable to meet th®
exact do^nands of the Arnqr. AATO Headquarters was infonoad the
matter was referred to H.Q. ALF.S2i\., who liaise’ ith H.Q. Sastsrn
Air Cora-'.i^nd. In this v/sy the closest understand^, ig between the Amy
and the Air Force was maintained.

ine proximity of AATO Headquarters had another
advantage, Yalushlo Infermatlon could be exchanged betrjeen the

_ krmy and the R^. on n variety of subjects. Combat Cargo Task
Force Headq^rters was alv/ays anxious to know Y/hother supply drops
were effective and accuxato, and ll'tewlse the Army Air Transport
Organisation was eager to receive from OCTF aircrews any comments

^ concerning loads and equipment. The Trip Reports filled in on
Squadrons after every trip proved a valuable aoUi‘’ce of Information
concerning defects, faulty loading, leaking containers etc. Local
defects of this natui’e were Invariably dealt with by the RAMO.
If, howover. it was found that any particular fault was cocurrlng
too froquontly AATO Headquarters was immediately Informed an# the

- nocessury action taken.

_ - Here li a typical example of how this syetem worked,
wferenoo has already been made eliowhere In this Review to Supply
Droppljng teoht^que, but at one stage jf the oporatloos speed In
dropping was P®iAg hampered by the sudden Introduction of wicker
panniers as oontalnors for parachuted supplies. Their use proved
to be a mistake as the baskets out the hands of the ejection crew
when they were being pushed out of the aircraft. Thsre ware many
bitter complaint* on this subject which were Immediately brought
to the notice of AATO Headquarters, who authorised the Issue of
leather gloyei to all Squadrons until each t.me as the use of the
wicker panniers could be dispensed with.

4.U V operated by AATO were eltu;itod one on each of
the ̂ so airfields from which CCTF Squadrons opo* ted. UTith the
exception of the ttepo RAMOe In the Imphal Vallo each of the
other ̂ lOs was affiliated with the Royal Air Force Wing (or
u.s.A.A.F. oroup2_ In the formr o.sa to onstiro the necessary
oo-opdlnntlon with the RAF. Wing operating the Imphal Group of
airfields e detaohmont of AATO was locate at Tullhal«
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«xporlene« In months practic .1

So of

April 1645 “•*
avaraged 70.000 tonn - *? or tho transport force

g||fe«sisi:i:=?HS.r
sisr “

the

the asant. ef oilf f ,*?

(a) To aeeopt da nnds from con u.uer units
formations,

taotioal air force Groups,
with HQ. CCTF (later HQ.

demands wlto
oapacity and, If neoesa ury, to refar
demwds back to Army or Corps for reduction.
thli^JSt!*’''"^^* iatlsfy HQ. ALF8BA of

(e) To apportlOii the accepted demands within
oapaoity ofHillOs with partioular

to stock holdli -3.

KogiriJl^-^2* forecasts
“?2. commodities, and

1‘^ing OP supply dropping In

-wITid *t w5oi“°*'‘

.r d»»a«5. trom*S2s;«*S"?rfSrs;i"“*

the

(a) Forecast donands for a monthly period In
terms of gross tonnage, landing and/or

receired on Isf Sthe
MoSiS ®' ̂ rative month. Those'OUld usual!:' bs aoeeptsd or when
necessary modified by the 15th of tho
month preceding tho operative month,
firm weekly demands In tor i of gross

^ commodity br.j,ikdown were
**®f®Fe the operative

1!^: ®oo®Pted ozeept v’hnro
commodity

preoluded it, and dstaltod breakdowns
rewarded to AaHOs.
Qi demands for ammunition
received end accepted by
at 48, and souetlme 84 h

recoupment wore
Inated RAUOen )m

ours notice.

(b)

(e)I*
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and daiiv^rv acceptance, preparation
*? tranaporv. force of the supply demands

®l*o responsible for
^^^'““e'l^schedules for the fly-in of reinforcements

fii^at^Thib^tnn^ casualties and leave personnel. The fly-

•S!*!?*^**' foraldablej the evacuation^ 36 SJi
°o^»l«ted of a fo\; bko prlnclplelr Timds Kd

L?'H“

i H'f* H -v^ Li:.rrt,«-22 Air roroe which could put these bas^c oilnoiBiM

one RAliO was oonoorned almost soley with this? ^ ̂

to

n

rs

and assist In thj mountlnrSri?J^SJo?!itlSii.
maintained by^thu®iJublliSl!A-'*ir'*?i

tho SqSdroJ alrorews^tJ^Shiah'Jh * confidence of

with, wXiikoe •"'■ °''‘
The lutles of tho Ar .y Liaison Officersfollowsi- vere as

kri Officers to the RAF
lllltirj Jl'oitlJS! ^
Jith^lvmvTJ*^*^ squadrons were conversant
MB ^ receipt of full andSdl2‘}K^2 military Information of ■” types inorder th*t the alrorov-s might be pr irlj^ti^efsd.
Jll ali-ci’ows were interrogated for
^rnatlon was passed Inmedlately
Formation oonosrned through tho

nnd that s'leh
to t.'ae Aniy

« ppropr’ate

Transport Wing _
Of'f leers in bxlaflngwidde-briefIng aircrews. ^

and
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I

6. To L''t In th'j rioiest llal'^on with the
Army i'^raatlons a:'/ Unite In auDport of
v/hloh the RAP 8qu drone were woilrlng,

Xt a notable fret that the co-operation between
tho Army Llalaon Offloara one Lhelr reepeotlve Win*
Squadron* wai noet marked, anl did much toward* eff
tho euoo*** of tho Traneport Support operation* throughout
tho oampalgn by -Ivlng praot'vr ale effect to the onrWal
rolatloA* which exleted bot\' > a Combat Cart’o Ta*k Force and
tho Army Air Tr'*isport OrganJ an'ilon.

At tho concluelon of loetllltloe AATO Headquarter*
and certain RAMd* wore moved forward ^vlth 232 Group to
asslet In tho proparatlon of aupplle* for tho POW camp*,
and to handle the fly-ln and subeequent malntaaino* of our
occupation foroos*

s and

eotlng

On 1st December, 1' ‘.5 after operating for luet
oyor thirteen m''nth* the Army .Ur Tran? >ort Organleatlon
dlabaoided, and ai!l.y three of ! ho RAF!0*, no'..' converted to
R/uC or lilASC a’.;.;tu*| .MtauUi pi'ovluo *up,)lle* for euch
limited air lift ns is reqvlr. d, and as a n'^c’.cu* In ths
event of furthor extended operawions oallli or them.

wa*

\

^Cr

c
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I  aJii
»Frai

Cl ^

tfnci
^i,ft for

.  HeconmTIH: '. T”^Bi5ni

fK behind t lUffloultli.a encountered t.urln/sr
Lvi l urma In provl 'Ing sultnbl,, nmtionltlea Tci- '
n[!r pwsjwel can bo .maned up in one uhraie - a

tJi . itro - Short-’. ̂'c .if suppll ,■: and lethari ” in provldln.- them".

'a ,

f-.r-v,.,.* Squadr>ua and T/lngsforvmr. fields -.nd that amenities were few . non-existent

ju;: Vo,“5'=5,’'Kjs. '^w^ ■■ 'nslderably loss-

5' Mn Wr - ■ re;,vr

>re operatln • n

"•IfaM M3vialjM‘’3f th^‘ » o-«Papl»3n anoulj b« Bade .1th
F»rco ^ wh ' SJui.h'^-

...t-n.., fohnt.lh.p.n., hhhdy, PhooalhS^We;, ,,?“eJo?

th-
Task

o

iiS«|3^vSs::l
cLV “• “o?''Bpluih'Mabu‘‘'

'unon

•;

eauinm«nf®y«!?^.^” ^5® PJ^oyiai-n f ordinary items of offlc
fho typewriters, stencil. , ool uped pins, to
Jt CCTP ijje'.r’;? British Unitsborr jw fH”"- f supplies .tt was a oor.u n oocurrenc to
thsf thf '''' ' it is desired to record
th'- C^-''P«r?tlon ^r,s afforded i.-; by the USA*.:- 1^tiu.^ respeot| th^ necessity t- t taklnit r iv-oit >0« ^^* rhair
eri >1- supplies v.-s distinctly uafortunala nn undeslrnbl ,

>

sup-

•^SX^
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n asoon condlti^nirthai?^?? under
^’.vu neglected efficiency wll ^*»ey

5rt. If tho aorSe 3? th T- of
b>. aalntelned f r n prol?Le^''p?JioJ con
f actors. The followlnr -‘a*/ '.dverso
n rale of the niun i?SlL nmvn nn.lntalnln the
theatre arHado ij ?hJ^iS^t conditions in thie
tho future «- experience and with an aye to

;ular IL f^fal? Sfl'iS'leaf P^-vialon of hone now,,thrt personal ^11 waa^rLf?v t ̂ «“'^'‘blal and the fact
tine durmrihe Whole of Exiglnn: in a very short
roclated by all ranks. Sfeatly ' pp-

Jtui;

» 1. f, S'* ̂  soab  Issued with a light portoblo^mS kit“ ̂ Sqmdron should
canvas not unlike the du. able tn' -•

ceeding on posting fron^f n x 4^^ parked and fficers
ives unable to obtain ?he^ a

c'.iled Indian Mobile SarKv is hfr^^K^V " ^he so-
< .V. in Its poor quality ll ? typ?carinSf.?irSotr‘’“

a.i

r:v

t

■

thr^ anyJLre^S?,“aJd It^sh . ^till coniaodltics'? and whatevrl' ”‘ '3cked with
genes-roon or t.mt should bo i ^^ellable. «
and nust be coafortabl^Ld' ttractlve^®^ '' poaoLble
rut,ulrod^where tiie non c^ h v' .* fupper bar i-;
reasonable cost. ^heraJer k? conf ;rt aai d at
be set aside for airmens' us^ ® siting room should
vlded it is felt that the Sr‘on ' =^®iiitles nr. pro-
sp.ee is provided in their act^l hni"?* '-/^^Plain if lo^a
nodical requlrcnents for^soo^ (compatible '.-.th
less billot, or tentairaicor’ odfif^i’ ^ ̂® rm
batter results. ^ ocor...i.dation woul- be used to

toasen-

jtain

O-

Ji.u,t b. Mll“l,S4:''b“”^S?t?‘S^,''°-- 'f nil 3 nusss.
kept scr«4)ulously clean witP^i-a«*m^^4 ‘‘‘ ®^P®ble of being
fho type of flei^ klt^on\. ' ®^lnum a.,, unt of effort. 

^
btien out-of.dat ' ’ ?? ̂*^® Burma has lon^’
able liquid f2c{‘buri?s^-n"^fe?^?'^'' 1^-
ellminate the effort used design. This w-ul-

would decr.tk thf^SsJ^ I
burning of an open fire p ’ ®<:c ft.'-^'-ltant from tho
should be. on the e8tabliahrn«nT^S5^®if®£'i -ration plant.s
ti jpical climate, Aiahnont of all Mobi... Squadrons in s

ki. 1. iiiiiiiiij? sTpiXt-^irMqi?-?

■i ••

r
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oi view Vt rSrj!tl5n®iid^h2^i.h® lap >rtant fpon the point
1 o .lity, vapvin: Dependent on the seaem
t  Unit Conmint^^ SfiaM.*nr!^^fk®T in and tt ia

aporjia gear. Inter-Seotl )i. giuaoa are alwaya

up
to

on.' te at>oka
P I'Ular,

they fora . ,«« an* M:o;Ji^*ia;*:!'t'ifSjj‘

t. ijment.^r. ovallf§]L«f^r.gul'tr^'Ub.rtW ruM*^ entar-
i'= The men abould not Bo i
^  - after the toTO*7 eStertalmJStrfL ^ P«”«»
* n. If the beer ration on thJ Sn iff. ^avo cloaod
V'ci.fare facilitlaa well lookf--’ «* '' and the other
Iv ve the uSt oxJeJt for “o* W'''nt to
fc-ciUtlea, yuch aa'iwiamln^^^ia special recre.^tional

1 .."o

fv

t^' t all hired services oper to essential
fi..od by the Coa-’andinj Offic ^ siisiilayod price control

nor. and

b” oU ranlu^Ms'adJlM hl«*c-iSSf ''‘SJ,? .urvtlUMioe

iuJ srgrir
I

^ “«'piet«4’lS"=''w5l!Sj2nl5S®SniS ?*“ ?’''“I Is very bad for morale^d affi^L i the utmoat speed,
t  -Pag on into several weeks Wn^«^2[ -Q^t a Unit nova
a -aek at the maxiraS? * ®‘'- than

of the wr.Jt^uSltiJi ?ho!?T'L*S'"“iJ lnf..rm.a
Officer and by briS w?ltten“r^l,JS the Intellieoaca
sc .n by all, arc hSlfS^ rr'^h^ posted where they o;in be
pi ;■ ’Pass af operations It informed jf theIc.te and feel prS^ the^«c,;?Jf ^1P2I5? •’V'Pec-any instruction m their efforts. Sliilarly

to tnelr atU«M*,?tinurt^

(

•  {

1
I .  I
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Carro, Task Porw^
Plffj

igr^ ContriiH,^

Febitory 5 ^ (antl-datad
of SSrifylS^aSrJlSnlifvinrS^ Mcojaity, provtd bv experience,been w •"^PUfylng the complex ehalA of Comoand which^d
of"ecTl^°'‘?»^.iSIIfS'i“‘ •■ooth aelMlal«t»«tlt.n of tiu Si? milti

Scuadmoa eontrol of the HAF. Iranspo
. different provided, by thi’at.

.  ̂
Operational Control - CCTP/lUC/ACSaA.
Adainlatratlve Control -229 Oroup/TTc.
Adnlnlstratlve Seivloea -221 d 224 Croupa/BQ.

Bongal-Bnma.

^  .fsian/i A ® double eontradletlon of the flnt
tr ®^Miliatlon, namely that operational

dlroreed but
The resulte of thla system

principles
and administrative oc.itvol

and unalterabS baalo
Squadrons account. Piret, that thetha tnr^jar>A Command Squadrons and, secondly, that while

a“^“„"s.<ss:)s3%£;M.a ;iOr^-!«
In

Command
^  ̂ These two factors had

possible eontrol eould be
IT^DXQ CO l\ Ail* r!Ami«BMs4 am.-.

relievo 921 ^ “2*' important step to te taken was to
^^ombSrcf?io%f?oScrs!u!L^ ^^dml^stratlve v-sponaibUltle. for

“mJos^lS'tSl ^felt th-i- ith?- '^eh their Squadrons wore operating♦Ka ^ I m would thon afford the rap Slement of c^ the r-Squatoons wSS Sjy ■*“»• it '.7ould colder birslmollf -shorten the feographlcal ehaln of adialnlstratlon.
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It was
and

and

toe qwstlon of admlnlstratlva
th«t the SaSdr«M°wa!)^‘w«^* it again Jiad to be borne In .n^nd
to 'be so la tPWMport Command Squadrons; there had thero re
cSmmlnd ItsIufS ilf th^J ^ India responsible to TransportThis aeant eco a- personnel, postings, promotions, etc,
not a the R.U? Element CCTPOrouS waS^?S JkS^T formation, wh'le both toe Squadrons and 229
between ^ aewere strain on the relationshipMsStl«?^-2!S Group and deprived the former from exercising an
essential measure of admlnlstratlvo eontrol.

control.

Was

tti-m-ni- nrS5®4.^"i5^ solution to this difficulty was for the HAP.Element of OCTF to become a fuUy-fladged Transport Group with
-66-
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ia



division of responsibility vis-a-vis 229 Group.
CCTF in its new form would thex emerge as an accredited
ajent of Transport Command and. as such) vxould be licensed

exercise administrative control over Transport Squadrons,
contrel being a matter for arrangement

with 229 Group.

These then, briefly, were the administrative
problems with which the RAF, Element of CCTF was faced during
the first months of its formation, and it appeared that the
solution outlined above was the only possible one to
transform this Element from its emasculated state into
a useful formation capable of fulfilling its essential
functions.

.  . All these points ware eventually recognised by
h  ;her authority and during April official intimation of
tao redesignation of the RAF, Element of CCTP to Headquar*
2^2 Group was received from Headquarters, Air Conmiand,
bouth East Asia. Nevertheless the receipt of this order
Was somewhat sudden 'nasmuch as Headquarters RAF. Burma had
pr .'vlously stated that before such action was taken the
necessary admiJiistrative staff would be made available to
handle the heavy increase in udministrativa services which
tna redeslgnation of the RAF. Element of CCTF to 232 Group
entailed. Yot by the beginning of May only two additional

boen posted to augment the administrative staff
ol the Group Headquarters.

m

In addition to the responsibility for the
provision of these administrative services to all RAF. Units
located in its area. Headquarters 232 Group was responsible
to Headquarters RAF. Burma for the operational, functional,
and administrative control of Units assigned to 232 Group
but not belonging to Transport Command. Furthermore

232 Group was also responsible to Headquarters
RAF. Btirma for all matters of administrative control of all
Transport Comand Units operationally controlled by Eastern
Air command through Combat Cargo Task Force.

It will be seen that the formation of 232 Group
gave the RAF Element of CCTF the necessary administrative

powers over its Units, but in order to reliuve the Group of
too much additional responsibility it was decided that it

,^i*® a<tolnistrative control of Headquarters
22 Group on tar following matters concerning 232 Group and
its assigned Transport Command formations and units:-

nov/

i
J

:

(1).... . Posting of Officers and aircrew
111/ Specification of Specialist Transport

_ requirements,
'Honours and Awards - Recommendations r-  (lii) eceived

through HQ. RAF. Burma
for transmission to HQ.
Air Coirmand.I \* ♦

(iv)
(v)

Establishments
Ujinnlng. through Air Command channels to
agreed levels of manning.
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