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FOREWORD

™o Roview 1s an attempt to pregent a
comprehensive and eritical lysis of the cendust of ‘
British Prangport Support opera lons in Burma in relation
to all asgpeots. During these operations
diffioulties wore encountered, mis 8 were made and
rectified. It is not sufficient merely to state in
conclusion that the operations were an undoubted 8:'00e8s -
that muoch 1s gelf-avident - fon lessons can ba learned
aq from syecassful as well as unguccagsful campaigns,
From these lagsons two predominantly important points
have emerged.

tho inte campbi 0 Shefinss Plalz Lot pepuont
e whole oa i8R we suffere erhaps most o m
a shortege of equipment of all’kznds. The extent of
this shgrtage vwaried in relation to the different types
of equipment used, but it was always prevelent and
sometimes acute, Many of these shortagses were un-
avoidable; the demands of a global war necssgarily placed
8 sovero sfrain on the nations available sources, and this
is partioularly se when it is borne in mind that ths war
in Burepe was reaching its climax at the same time as the
re-oegupation of Burma was oceing affected. Nevertheless,
the experiencq of tha Burma cam algn had shown that in
some ingtances there was among 88 rcaponsible for
supplying us with equipment an ingufficient avarenegs of
the urgeney of our roquirements, The system of eontrol
in India « not enhanged by the considerabls distances
invelved « Was, and 4s, complicated and, at times, heart-
breakingl¥ unresponsive, These shortages were not
confined %o supplies alone, but in @& number of ground
trades alse embraced personnsl. It will be appreciated
from the piletures painted in this Review of the effacts
of these shortages -at Squadron level that the greatast
credit is due to all air and sround personnsl on our .
82¥adrons whao worked long hours in the face of countless
a igeulties, under unugual conditions, and in appelling
weather,

Thg secend main point to emerge is that
aifficulties in administration were zaused by the extremely
eompligated system af control by.higher formations in this
theatre, This vas particularly marked during the early
stages of the Campaign before the RAF. Blement of Combat
Cargy Task Forgo was given Group status. At this time
roforenge had %o be made on s op2rational and
adminisgrative matters to ACSEA ugh Eastern Alr
Command, and tq 231 erougaezza roup, and 328 Group. This
chain af cemmend 1od to ihevitable wontusing, SRLGh was ot
entirely g¢radicated even after the formatinn of 232 Group
vwhen Group still eomtinuod to exercisc administrative
esntrol, - It is considersd that in the planning of
any future eampai invelving Transport Suppért onerations,
s%?glieity of gontrol be maintained as the keybearil of
offiolency.

" It 1s not degired to emaggerats any diffioulties
onocountered and magnify thom out of pr portion. Ennallgie
so it would be undesirable to brush aslde as ::ﬁatav 8.
The Transpert Support effort is, indeed, onhabged and its
achievements aﬁpear the more remarkable when all these
factors are taken into consideration, Great things
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were aehleved, and that numerous difficulties and
obstaeles were ever present and had to be overcome
reflects the greatest eredit on all perscanel in ‘he
field. It is considered that the succass of British
Transpert Support eperations .n Burma can be most
aptly summed up in the fgllowing words whieh appeared
%n Eg;tarn Air Command's weekly Intolligence Summary,
0. i-

“The whole campaign has been a striking
illustration ef a fact new in warfare - namely
that air pewer can be used to transport, supply,
and suppart greund treops entirely independently
ef ground channels, This has bocn S8outh
BEast Asis's contribution to the ar’ f war",

"QM.I"- :

Air Vice Marshal
Air Officer Communéing,
H. Q. 2 _Grou R -

g -
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Introduction.

The oxperience of the military and air force commanders
in the Furma theatre in 1944, as ga.ned fro. the cutcome of the
operaticns then in progress, made it abund:.atly :lear that thedr
future aim of anni ilating the enemy .nd recapturing Burma depended
gn the ;bility of ‘he Air Force tc supply «od maintain the ground

orces by air.,

Up till the autumn of 1944 many difficulties, gzinci -
ally causec by the shortage of transport aircraft in South Eas
Asia, necessarily limited the scale of air supply, the effective-
ness of which had already bezn proved by the successful supplying
of the Imphol gurrison during the spring and early summer =- a
success which haltea once and for all the Japanese dreams of an
invasion of India.

At this time the crganisation for the operaticnal
control of the R.A.F. Transport Squadrons had alrezdy been
incorporated under the Thiru Tactical Air Force, but it was
rapidly becoming evident thut a separate or-anisation was
required for the control of all Transvort aireraft working with
the 1l4th Army. Consequcntiy it was Je.id < that British and
American Transport operaticis in Brrmi should pe controlled by
an integraisd Ang o-American Headqu.rters, commanded by an
imerican General, (Brig-General F.W. Evans),6 and to be known
as the Combat Cargo Task Force, eazh Air Forc:o providing 50%
of the Sguadrons. At the bcninning of Uct.ber a skelaton of

the American Element formed ° . Calcutta, later in the month
moving to Cor 'la. The R...t¥., Blement of this Force was
formed with .. cet from 2nd i ovember, 1944 put it was not

until tho midale of Decembur that t..2 main bedy of Staff
Officers arrived on posting from the Unituc Kingcom, with
Air Commodore J.D. . Hardman, 0.B.E, D.F.C. as Commander of
the R.A.}, Element and also Deputyméommandur of Combat Cargo
Task Force.

4 summary of -he military operations from Dccember
1944 to the end of t e Japanese war and how these operations
were eloselv supported by Transport Squadrons is giyven in the
following Chapter, with s.ecial emphazsis on the vital role
played by air supply in zhe final defeat of the cnemy in Burma.
While the aim of thls Review is to describh: the effort of the
R.A.F. Transport Support Oper.tions, the organisational set-
up, with difficulties met and overcoma, it will bc appreciated
that in the Chapter whic!. follows any daseription of the R.A.F.
operations up to the fall of Rangoon must necessarily be
closely allied to the attendant American Transport effort.
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In the autumn of 1944 two R.A,F, Transport Squadrons (31
and 62) were operating in South Fast Asla in addition to the
Ameriean Squadrons, both having recently returr:d to the line
after a period of training., 117 and 104 Squadrons had also
been withdrawn for tralning after operating with excellent
results during the monsoon period. By the middle of December,
however, consequent upon the lst, 2nd and 4th USAAF Squadrons
being ordered to China to meet a new Japanese threat, it was
fpund neeessary to recall 117 and 194 Squadrons for resumed
operations from Hathazari and Imphal respectively.

31 and 62 Squadrons werc at this time based at Lgartala,
but towards the end of December they werc brought to Comilla
to operate undep 900 Wing, and the American 4th Combat Cargoe
Group (C-46 aipcraft) repiaccd them at Agartala. This move
Was necessary as no other all-weather airficld was availahle
for C=46 aircraft, On 20th Decomber a further Squadron, 435

o (RGAP), commenced operations from Tulihal and shortly afters
wards was joined at the nearby strip at Kangla by 436 (RCAF)
Squadron, These Squadrons were later reinforced by the add-
ition of 267 Squadron which had been brought from the Middle
East and had valuable experience of Transport Support work.

{\

By the end of Degember two Mobila Wings, Nos. 341 and
342, had arrived in India and commenced to form at Gujrat and
Jharsuguda. The function of these Wings was to control and
adminigter R.\.F, Trangport Support Squadrons working with
the Army in Burma, At the beginning of January, 341 Wing wad
ordered forward to Tulihal to control the Squadro'.s there and
at Kangla, while towards the end of the same month 342 Wing
moved to ﬁathazari to eontrol 117 Squadron,

At the time of the formation of Combat C-go Task Force
the advanging troops of the 14th Army were south of Teinkaya "
in the Kabaw Valley and below the Manipur-Burm: boundary on
the Tiddim Road, By December, Tiddim, Fort White and Kalemyo
had been captured and thes: formed a Junction with elements
marching down the Kabaw Valley. Jolntly they cleared the
KalemyoeKalewa Gorge and re-cstablished a bridge-head over the

O Chindwin on the YeU Road, licanwhile 4 Corps' divisions con-
centrated along the Chindwin and with rapid strides advanced
in two columns + one on the Northern slopes and the other
across the South Central part of the Zibyutaung Range. The
Northern column jained up with elements of 36 Division, advan-
cing down the rail corridor in, the Banmauk area west of Indaw,
- while the Southern column captured Pinlebu and advanced in the
Wunthe=Kawlin area,

80 rapid were these advances that Combat Cargo Task Force
Transport aimcraft supplying the leading elements of these
columns seldom dropped their loads twice on the same D.Z. The
columns advanced and signalled back their D.Zs. for the next
day, thqugh sometimes enemy opposition or rough terrain pre-
vented them reaching their objectives within the anticipated
time. More often than not thcse D.Zs., were located in a Jjungle
clearing with a cross and a 'T' made of white stonus covered by
brush which w:s removed by thc troops at E.T.A. The accura
of dropping was very high considering the difficulties encount-
ered and it was not infrequent for congratulatory signals to be
received at Combat Carge Task Force from Commandcrs the Field.
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This excellent record was however, mot achiaved thout
casualties and at the end of De&enber four alreraft had‘l‘ma
lost through enemy aotion, «gain, in mideJanuary 1946, further
losses were sustained when aircraf* of 438 (RCAP) Squadren,
Sngaged in supply-dropping in the Shwebo area, wore attacked by .
three Oscars. Two of our aircraft were deg qd and one was
gnaz;ageg. Of the crew personnel, four were killed and seven

ured. ‘

¥ith their bridge<head well establishad, 33 ¢ began
their advance on the axis of the Ye=U Road, and as 4 orps’
elements moved down from the North, they entersd the Shwabo
Plain to capturo Ye-U, 4 Corps' troops took Shwer: -K an en-
]
s

cireling moveiwcnt, attackéng from the gouthecast, rag:
withdrawal of the Japanege continued throughout January so t
hearly all the area between the Chindwin and the Irr had
been cleared and troops were engaged on mopping-up opera

in the triangle forred with the railway by the conflusnce of
the Chindwin and Irrawaddy rivers,

Demands made the 1dth Army incyeased in pr ortien to
the supply deliverybgapacity of Comba% Cargo Task Fggne. Crews
flew longer hours each day and tonnages rapidly mounted, At

P the same time casualt évacuation grew in scale and our Pekotas
Wore reinforced for this purpose by 8entinel (L-5) aircraft
¥hich proved of much value in avacuating the wounded from small
strips and jungle clearings,

During all these operations in North and Central Burpa
Combat Cargg Tagk Force was also busy earrying supplies to 15
Corps on the Arakan front. Protected by 224 Group 8pitfires
which gatroned the D.2. areas » our Squadrons began drops
to units moving rapidl{ down the Kaladan Wlley, Akyab boing
captured without opposit uary
followad swiftly by the re-occupation of Ramree Island. Our
eﬁota had numerous opportunitics of observ hogtilities on
b g

)

front and from time to time were attacke by encmy ground
ire, D.2s. were oxtremely difficult to locate as 15 Corps
pushed further gouta-east into the Jnnqle country, and navig-
ators frequently had to resort to the "gquare searpch" prog Qe

After a re-distribution of forces in January, 4 Corps
marched up the Xyitha Valley and suogeasfully cleared Kan,
Gangaw and Til1 iy then turning gouth-eagtwards thro Pauk to
Myitehe on the west bank of the Irrawaddy, south of Pakokku.
In early February mopping-up proceeded im this area in prep-
aration for the hazardous crossing of the Irrawaddy and the
advange on Meiktila. .

) &)

Meanwhile on the 33 Corgs' fm:ﬁ a bridge-head had baen

established at Kyaukya by the end Jan and had baen
cogsolidated by%d-?eggary. ‘The troopa &1& area then
proc

nd

[

eedod to advance past 8 towards ay and the
end of Pobruary had reached a point 20 miles north of town,
On the right flank other elements moved from Honywa to
and, algo by the end of the month, had egtablished a bridge-
head across the Irrawaddy approximately 3 miles south-wogt.

At the same time as 33 Corps were making these advances,

plans had been formulated which aimed at compelling the baat

portion of the Jap treops to give battle im tho laina of

Ceniral Burma and thus expose themselves to inovitable dege

truetion. Plans ware accordingly drawn wp in February for

the re-daployment of Combat Cargo Tagk Feree Squadrons basad

in the Imphal Valley to the AkyabeRamree areas. The pecent "

gap;{;uge og the:g agf%elda gras a vital :gs:ge tg comhgt ea:rg:
a8k Force as the distance from orward troq ,
had swiftly bzcome so great that would shortly have baen z

3=
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*parachute. By

nccussary for ..dueced louds v Y@ transport.t in c»der that air-
craft ocoula carry sufficicat j- trol .or thuir retv-. trips. It
was finally agrecd tiat 541 *.u.g, 1984 and 4% Squ .zrohs wera to
move to Akyad and b ready f. ' operaticis by Zist uurch, while
Nos. 62 cni 267 Squ dro.s wer alco to 1ove .o kel L. time to
comignee oparations oy 7t L inl. Thls pluining catallod eon-
stant vis:tes Dy Coroat Cargo tusk Foreco St.f{ « *icars to Akyab
ard Headow .rivsg L7 Burvis, sinee ¢ .apicteiy aev equipnont, |
perticwiariy F.T., £ c.iers. Toataige “~li bul dings had been
destroyod - o iting,, Wator Lorriers, ct: hed to B despatched
to AKkyab aid be availa“le " 'r Sguadror une.

in 1intagral part of cthe ' an was the cnowure of Meiktila,
the important Jnp alufield i 7 :ntrcl Burmh. At th: beg
of Februnry, a nniber of off’ :.cs aad men t»->m Headcuartcrs,

{Combat Cargo Task Force, worc .itaghed to th. Headquarters of 4

Corps to control the air guusa ¢f the Coras' Irrawaddy crosaing
?ﬁgl:?bggq?ent dash to M:iktila. This was knowr. as Operation
V G . *

In broad outline, fightir alreraft woere to provide dipect
and close support for ino 7tk Division which was to effoat the
Irrawaddy crossing erd win a “ridge-ho.d. waca simiiasly cover
the 17th Division in their acdvaace on Moiktilu. To ¢ the
support effectiva, Visual Contrul Posts werc sct up to direet
the operations. As soon as thu troops arriv.d in tho lolktila
urea a capturad ocnemy strip,  habukton, wac- tu be propared to.
receive the fly-in of reinfor::aents.

February ~ ‘th was crass .1 day, and it.in 1& Jays the
suporior mobil® .. of our foreus had ovorcom. .nemy rosistance
anrd gecured the capture of rh: uakton : lefilld Thr air-lift
directed by Combat Cargo Task ¥orce bagzs. or :cbr .y 27th
and in 4% days of us« 6535 trirs were-mnig ¢¢ tals :_rfield.
Although Amorican Sq adrons weoe respons lb. ' Jor the greater
part of this 1ift, & , 62, 1I., 194, 267 an? 135 Squadrons
all playeé “miortan: par*s. pproximately «:,Ci? &r.ops toe
gether with rast stores oi dcic~l, wraunition alu railons were
l:nded.  Y¥uny eirerov: o vers. od more than 17 heiwrs Tiylng
tim2 per day. As ih¢ ground Jorces cieaccd i Thatukvon
ar:a and aa-wicad on luiatiln, 13 prineipul. figater offort
centred arow 1 that city. on xrd !avch orraaized rasistance

in Meil:tiin cezsed entirals and Operation "lultivite' wos
successfully corcluded. :

By no means, however, h.. all difficul%ies been overcoms.
Combat Cargo Task Force ai.~ru.ft were lar- ilig on Jeiktila alge
fiold within range of enemy guns, and tim. ~nd time again came
away damagsd but able to return with more suppliss. Often the
Japs ocoupied tho strip by nicht to be driven away the folldwe
in;: morning, whiloc during day-.:cht they kop: up intermittent
mortar and shell fire. T#. <. ou? aireraf: warc destrovoed by
a 76mm gun firing from a positi-n at th ..c of tiic runwuy.

After 3 more woeks of bittes f£izhting, the enomy sholl-

:’ro continued 8o p.r,sistently that it was &ccidad aot to

- .sk any more Combat Cargo.Task Forcc orews and the fleld was

eloged for a week, during .whici. time suppli.s ~ere droppod by
the beginning - - April, howo-cr. this atubborn

encmy resistanc~ hac¢ been >inzlly overcome :u.. ielktila wWasg

gecured &s a vl. i base. .

puring these 4 Corps operntions throu huul Me*-h} cone=
r

siderable fighting took place i the 33 rad ic Cor .' rrontss
On 10th March 33 Cori ! troop: in face > fi.rco oppositian

"~ enioxred Mandalgi, wh. ‘e aeavy Zighting for ro: 4 Dufferin deve
s

eliupzd until % poi.t finaliy fell. Meanvali. a brigade of
tgu Corpe, force-marching oy right, mide a surp .3e capseoe

[ ai¢ the airfialé approximately 27 miles east of
Mandalay, thus cutting of: Japanaese sscapc routa to the east.
- " . a -
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In the Arakan 8tiff opposition Was encountered in the

gggance on An, and 1littls PrOgress was made during this month,

ther gouth in the Ru~Ywa Sector, the bridga-head there was
enlarged and aftep fierce fighting throughout the month loade

slements reached Latpan on 315t March. on 15th March a
oomplete brigade had been landed on the goast, 33 miles south
of Ru-Ywa and thogg troops advanced rapidly south along the
coast road ag?.nil.nagé slijg.ht opposition, at the cnd of the month

into Burma 235,680 tons, which ncant that for every hous in
the air a ton of Supplies was carried by C~47s and approxime
ately 13} tons by ‘the Lmerican C-463.

. £ At the];efinning ofitgg month, te_ndaérait:épwzge anig
use for gupply- anding; eight were Opaned dur
nine werg cfoaed. On the 33 Corps' front the
airf1elds used were at Ondaw, Ngazun East, 8ingu and Ywabo,
while 4 Corps received supglies landed at Meiktila, Myitohe
and Binthe., The alr-11ift

change-over Was marred to some oxtent by the delivery at

the unloadirg of the RAF equipment at Akyab and consequen

no high unloading priority had been allocated. The matter
was soon rectifisd, however by close liaison between persoansl
of Combat Cargo Task PForce eadquarters, 341 "ing and the Port
Comnandant, who afforded the fullegt co=uperation,

On 12th Margh authority was received from LCSEA for the
formation of 845 Moﬁile Transport Wing to be formed at Jhapsue
guda and later moved to Akyab.  But since it had already baen
condidered necesgsary to move 341 Wing from Tulihal to Akyab to
administer the Transport Squadrons there, 1t was decided that

346 Wing should ..,ve to Tulihal ingtead.

Early in April a oconsiderable amount of re-deployment of
the 14th Army took place, with the result that 33 Corps now
operated down the IrraWaady and 4 Corpas down the axis of the
ay=Rangoon rallvay. On the 33 Corps' front troops of
the 7th Divigion entered Kyaukse on lat April and pushed west

of Meiktila, coc Zayetkun by 14th April, while on the
follo a aﬂpa ung was captured. Fron 2 a
very m %ﬁ,’& was madg south to Taungdwing and thesge

gyl
troops swung west to the Irrawad Magwe being cccupied by
520 April S V3 thrust south. from Loy
. of the month reached Allenmyo, about 80 miles from Prome.
Other elements converging on é
centre on 20th April and ¢rossed the Irrawaddy where Stife
opposition wag encountered on the west bank,

The most aspeotacular and important ¢vent during April

~~ was 4 Corps' 1i tning dash down the railway corridor an
advance in which Combat Cargo Task Foree playsd a pa. icularly
important part, not only in keeping the advancing troops cene
stently supplied, but also in Teparing the strips necessary
to receive these supplies in ¢ to be of use, -
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The wie o glider-buoene ongineces to build and repair
transport strl s Jop the recogcion of landed s plies and
. LZoops “owr tae coeridor wa: -'. invegral part g? the Army
plen for e advarce ¢ Fawngoon., The ailr-phase of this plan
was effectid by tae 'Gump.ic.' Operatiorns., (It should be
noted i..2t ~lL g.ller o erav’uas were carried out by American

Sgnadron: of Com a3 Carge ia:z: Foiree),

Two Equac: as of Combut Zargo Task Force began building
Uy reserve stoci: of petrcl ¢ Nilktila, while glidara were
forrled in with ndditisral - olles. Py the niddle of 1
65 gliders ¢ 86,"us rallio:s f alrercit pesrol were a o
able at Wsf cila f » contemplulcd operations in support of
tl:ia Army =ds ance It mast Do approciated that at this time
the en:ay hud been complatel shattered at the battle of
Prawbwe and tha' our swift slrust down the corridor had taken
them complevel: Ly surpr.s:. They were forc:d to withdraw
many of thelr cops Into il . hills to the east and west of
the corridor ...ile bPeling hariicred by the fighters of 221 and
224 Groups.

In this dash ‘outh 4 _-rps reached Pyinmana on April
19th, The town wa. by-pas:.J (and later mopped-up) as
leading troecps alve -2 soutiwcast for Lewe airfield which

& was cleared on the following Juy., British and American
englnee?s prepared the strip for the reception of the Combat
Cargo Task Force gli’src wh: :h were at readiness on Meiktila
airfield, and on the 21lst the fly-in commenced. The gliders
carried a veriety of loads which included runway equipment,
bull-dozers jocps, tract ¢, food and water. Skirmi

went o1 a2ll day long and many snipers were shot or captured.

)9

At %tbh's tinme eight enc v aircraft - Oscars - attacked
Lowe Airficid on the 22nd. ¢ - ling the gliders, five of
vihich werc c¢2stroyed. 1' 2y were in an’ away in a short time
ard ten mirnies later after .he attack tie first Combat Cargo
Tosk Porce sundly-droppilig 'vansports arrived in the area,

As the finishing touvch s ware being put +o Lewe Aire
fisld, leaiing urcops c¢* =he -th Indian Division pushed into
Toungoo ~gains® wnaxnectedaly 1°ght op. 2eLtion, due largely
to cnemy oo ““usion. The Japnnese elecced Lo defend the
Toungoo=-iaw hi Roc ', east of che .tuwa, but it was apparent
that they wr "e nct across the axis of advance in any strength.
The division coriinued to proh south as fast as possible
and landing fields in the T 1 700 srea wer: now required.
L On 23rd April six Combat Car .. Task Force ;liders Meik-
tila were velr -ed over Temiwut field, all landing safe
with simily ds 30 those delivered to Lewe. The airborne
engineers immeaiately neian their work on che field; craters
were filled in and a strip of 6,000 feet was made serviceable.
On 24th April Tenna~t absorbed éﬁ trips by Combat Cargo Task
Force alreraft and he sc-oni 'Gumption' was over.

The other part of “1e original plan had been a lif§°=!
Combat Cargo Task Force of a Brigade to the Pe.u areai a
40 miles norta of Hargoon. rhi: Wagekn:wn as gg,rggpg:."
'’reeborn', It was iecassary order to cut the
.scape route to the eass and in anticipation of difficulty
in erossing chaungs and er.my blown bridges. Furthermore,
the cc mcnhcenent. of tae pre-7onscon ralns was neccssarily a
hazard to our gromrl forces.

()

The enemy wa? far fran belng ia 2 strong position.
Lvailabie for movement ew t o ths Sitt.ig were the north
to soutl tracks paralle’ te tne river, Soveral of these
tracks erfeect a junetion .t zh;*tfwu ogtshwe , and our
occupation of “his point was vital, was
decigad that Co-la% Cargo T..'« Force should fly-in a battal=
ion group of the Ych Brisads to be landed near Shwegyin.,

~B=
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E@is was cffected on 29th April when the battalion group was
-iown to Pyuntaza Airfield, north of Pegu, by 28 Combat Cargo
Task Force aircraft. Somc indication of the variety of
supplies 2iso landed can be obtained from the following list:
Aamunition, Small Arms, Equipment, Jeafs and Trailers, and

the complete aquipment of a mobile radio station with personnel.

Neanviile further progress south continued, but when
the Pegu ar a was —~eached the enamy offered atiff resistance
{rom preparcd bunkers and trenches. By the 29th about half
the town of Pegu had been cleared, and on the same evening

some 400 British and /merican prisoners-ofewar were rescusa

in this vicinity. They had been marched north from Rangoon
vull by the J-vnanese whose orifinal intention had eviden

been to take ! .iom across the Sittang and into Siam, But s
plan was frustrated by 4 Corps' rapid advance, and on the folle
owing day Ccmbat Cargo Task Force aireraft commenced flying

the ex~-prisoners back to Comilla,

On the morning of 1lst there remained 159 trips of
the original 'Freeborn' 1ift cluding the movement of a
Foward .irfield Haintenance Unit to receive dropped and landed
supplies. Original’y planned to pe completed in 4 days, this
time was cut by half in an attempt to prevent delays due to
weather and field conditions. Flying day and night the task
wag to be completed in 48 .ours, but faced with apzalltgf
waether conditions it was found impossible to realize s
objective. Nevertheless it was achieved in a remarkably
short time and the Combat C:rgo Task Foree ~ircrews were
vorthy of high praise, Many trips were mad:c during violent
thunderstorms with drivin- rain, while on th  ground the mud
was up to the hubs of the whesels on the Jeeply rutted strips.

South of Pegu progress was slowed by rain, swollen
chaungs, booby-traps, mincs and blown bridges, but by May
%4th Combat Cargo Task Force cngineers had reached Zayatkwin
and selected one of the three strips =s suitable for glider
landings. Two days later Combat Carg  Task Force Dakotas
landed at Tocnnant to tow gliders to Zayatkwin and the last
'Gumption' ccgan., leanwhile Lewe .iirfield regeined unser-
viceabla until May 8th when eight more gliders were towed
from there to Zayatkwin with miscellansous loads. The same
day the airfield was opened to regular Dakota landings, and
by the ©th it was ready to recelve the heavy C-46s. Thus
cnded the las’. Zombat Cargo Task Forece special operation in
support of 4 Corps' advance on Rangoon,

The operations had all been effected ot 2  .me when
the approach of the z;e-monaoon period was providing a
severe handicap to :.ir operations. Intensive electrical
storms gradually became more frequent, resulting in very
difficult flying conditions. One RAF Dakota c crying cas-
ualties was lost with all lives, ncar Fenny. Forward air-
fields were made unsrviceable after sever:l hours of heavy
rain, and due to the lack of adequate signals facilitioe&.
pilo%a had to be briefed t+ land at diversionary airfiel
on receipt of R/T instructions.

Towards the end of the month a general weather broad-
casting system was introduced covering all base airfields
and the more important fcrward strips in Burma, This organ-

isaticon included a detachment from £nd Reconnalssance
Squadron, USAAF, based at Comilla, and operat B-25 and
F=6 aircroft for the purpose of ¢ out patrols over

the routes flawn by aircraft on supply missions and the
broadecasting of weather encountered along these routes.
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During .:>ri. Combat C.rgo Task iorcc was reinforced by
the arriv:.l of t+ o RAF 3quairong, Nos. 96 and 215. The con=

version o 215 ¢ uadron to Dakotas at Dhubnlia started on
.16th Apri.. ' .ving instrv:ions were givon by 4 crews (2
from 341 Win, .n1 2 from 2 . Wing) and ground instruction by
229 Group Staf’ Officers v . also providc.’ facilities for
supgly-dropm 12y (l.es congniners, parachvtes, D.Z. markings
ete). Thi: .guwdron was “uc to move to Tulihal in early
May, 96 Squudron arrived -t Silsipur from the United Kingdom

on 30th April also for tr Loing sad acelimatiza+tion prior to
moving to the forvard u.re:s.

We now come to the fin.l phase which brought about the
capture of Rangoon. %3 rla. formulated aimed at a combined
land, sea and air operation inTolving paratr.ops and army and .
navai forces, the alr.borne phase being known as Operation
'Dracula'. The d erces and gun-sites proteeting Ran
were to be silenced by the heavies, medium and fighter-bombers
of Stratesic Lir Force, .21 and 224 Groups, escorted by P=47s

In the early hours of ‘ay 1st, two pathfinder aircraft
left Akyab for the paratr:.p dropping zone and the drops were
made without oppcsilion., These were followed by the main
serial of 38 Combat Cargo Task Foree aireraft which all effece

anfl P-5ls of the lst and 2nd Air Commando éroups.

. ted their drops unhindered The followin; day ammunition and

rations were dropped by aiccraft of 267 an: 194 Squadrons to
the troops on Elephant Po’.% and further drops were made on
two subsequent days. On llay 4th the Officer Commanding 341
Wing flew the last missior over Ran--on and dropped a package
of Allied flags on the ¢o' .. On the »oad south of the D.Z.
were seen the lec ters "Jap: Lvacu-ted" and on the Jail, "Japs
Gone, British I re", The Officer Commanding 341 then
landed at 'ing:.adon Airfield, th. first Combat Cargo Task
gprce pilot tu do so.

Rangocn wat entered on May 3rd, after three years and
two months Japanese occunation,

Immediately after th: re-car cure of Rangoch 33 Corgl'
troops entered Prone and th:r pushed down the : .in road to
Rangoon until on "ay 19th ‘ho 20th Division linked up near
Talkkyi with the ‘6th Divi:’ n of 4 Corps which had pushed
north from Rangood. Mear.'.le considerable heavy fighting
took place on the west bar. f the Irpewaddy :t Kam@, the
Japanese making repeated nitempts to escap. east, This
resulted in many p: trcis being sent out to hunt down these
small units and hewsy casui'iies were inflicted on the enemy,

" During the month tuc following fields used by Combat
Cargo Task Force were closed: Ywataung, Bonzukan, Zayatkwin
anfl Teanant and in their places the following were opened:
Magwe, Myingyan, Tcungen [ -1, Payagyl and Mingaladon. Of
these new airfields, My'ngv.i vas developed as an all-weather
strip and handled v:ry . iavy *rarfie,

The faire-weacher st -ip at iiawnubyin had been con=
structed as o purely .empur. Ty measure pcn the completion
of the all-weather strip =% ikyab Main for Wing, 62
194 and 267 Squadrorn:, I+ had been anticipated that the
latter airficlcé would be ¢ .pleted .r 15t~ May and in point
of fagt i* was ready gor D1.l. operat.ouns un the follo
day. Dusing tr early deys of May, anxiciy was felt that
the monsocn wor .. Lrcak before Al ab lain vas eompleted but
fortunately th: monscon held off in this part of Burma until
the end of the month,




noved so IO;Qtﬁay, %
om azari to Kya R Alrfi
15th the move hag begg gggﬁeted agd uadr
Jperational by that date, 215 8quadron operated from 7th May
under 346 Wing and g detachment of 9g 8quadron operated from
gzrgnla betwean 18th and 2¢th o At the and of the month
the

Withdvawal of 215 8quadron to a. RCAF) Squadron
ggga d at .:lihal updep the direct control of a ers

As during April, the woathepr ain interfered with CCIF

Operations but inspite of these diffieulties the total tonnage

fted was only 173 shor tons wader request. The total tonn-
age lifdad was 67,203 tong :_gatmt 76 tons 1ifted during
&fr:ll. This. tonnage was d4 d.e uahy between 4 and 33 Corps
with the exeeggion of captain g Egzas of rations delivered
regularly to the eivilian population in North Bupma by 43§
(RCAP) 8quadron, :

Casualty evacuwation Combat Cargo Task Force aireraft
e LR R
8 on e fae , .
21616 casualties were withirawa from tho battle~line in 20g '
P3,

After tho oulmipation of these historic events, it vas
the less spectaculapr but no less important tagk of the Allies

to re-dovelop Rangoon as a base and to drive the Ja ast of
the railway corridor 8till further eaet.tow Also
two ,,taraagof.tnaiorywestcttuc ' hat yot to .
bo ofeared of the seary ~

At this timo, the end of the sfericap Unitg -ore
vithdrawm from Eaaﬁeru Air ch;":g: - tha Teloggs of
large reinforcements from Euraope, Ameriean air guppect gg
longer necessary in South Eagt Asia wag divertad fo ugig i
the Japanese in China, This withdrawal t that °h&ve
of sup, our land forces in Burma woyld in future

to ba £illod entirely by British Units.

The integrated Combat Cargg Tagk Force was disbanded on
Juna 1st and tgg l:st \merican Sguadpens wors snhseggggt?
withdram. During the period.s ¢ 1t inception o ;m
Cargo Task Foree Transport aircraft had put in 386, Sons oF
hours and 1ifted a total load of mgre than S3C,000" to iy
supplies and personnel, Thig in 1tself was a tremendowy.
achievement.

1 e
en Combat Cargo Taik Foree was in existence the |
ations“ﬁoom at Headqugrtera wag mn jointly by thgt Bﬁt:u -
and Amoriqan Eloments, while the Army ALr Transpo v Opgantss
ation had its own Opeaticns fhaoom, ~Bub with 1thdraval
of the. American Element and uquirment it was decigs o
bine the RAP and LATO Operations Rooms. An Alr taffwn
Officor and an A.TO Duty ¢fficer maintained a m-ho&r ates
together, thus ensuring that the Pullest liaison and co

‘uity was maintainod,

At the boginning of Juna the eondition of the airfield

- at Kyaukpyu (Ramree) causod considerable anxiety. Owiang to

rain the foundations of No, 1 Runvay, 2,000

mda iw Tog:?dageen wagshed away for an overall leggth ga n

' yg:ga Thc repailrs to tg&s runway wore hold up from
tino to time as 1t wap impossible to put down any ﬁrga ,
fabion dur ner with mbst o AT haglaggaheenw trd

or W moat o ; .

gﬁgongme however, this situation cenaiderab%y

oved. &u erts had beon made at the north egg hgdahlme“
w":gr to flow under the taxi-trask, A pain dit h bad b
dug betweon the two runways along the entire lengt:
s&aiﬁm leads to the runways. o
-8- .. % g55




Sundry drainage had been constructed %o draw off the water from
}:ﬁe r:ﬁi-trmﬁ an;l. d“pe?at]i are;:. Theso casures resulted

operatisnal use of this alrfinld bei si during
the remainder ,f the monsoon. . —

During June the land “ rces were oceupicd in eliminat
the remaining Japancse in Surna when and wheraver pouible.m
The prineipal areas &ra fighting took placec were Toungoo, Kalaw
and Pegu, The enen% were still endeavouring to escape over the
lower g.tn Hills to Thailand and in engagements put up fierce
resistance. 1In the Kalaw aren troops reached as far as Heho.
In the Pegu area more fierce fighting d:7valoped as the Japanese
tried to cross the 8ittang River and escape cast. OQur troops
were considerably hampered by the monsoon conditions in their
endeavours to kaep in contact with the cnemy foreces.

Despite the bad weather the continucd supply of thease
troops was essential and it now rested witl the former R.A.F.
Element of Combat Cargo Task Force, now 232 Group, to
:he.u' needs, Czﬁ.yd:la tonna eaggn:ﬁed a:erage 208 lhor:h

ons, bging a crease o ort tons compared wi
iolnlﬁ:lfw May, This was due to the withdrawal of the
ts. Most of the supplies landcd were for the
purpose of stocking rear airfields where tho irmy Organisations
distributed the supplies to various Army and RAF Units., Clvdl
commitments continued to be fulfilled in Iis: 'h Burma,

Some picture of the toll the monsoon t -k cap be obtained
by perusing the figures of losses for the month of June alone.
Dur this month 232 Group lost 12 aircraft due to bad waeather,
casualties to crows and passengers, inelus’vc of those killed
injured and miseing, totalling 72. This v=s a high price pala
in men and material’for the continued success of Air up An
Burma, and caused gava conearn, Instructi-ons were is to
all Wings and Squadrons to ensure that all possibis steps were
in future taken to prevent unnecessary loss of li’e and equipment.

With the experienee gained in June rczarding the consumption
of pohohrigg.ucddﬁic-é? Eiregra.rt fir e:c.& “'13 during a.u:a::‘
monsoon oon ons quadrons located 2© Ramree
Chitt ywere instructc& to inereasc their 1 is from A%O lbs
to 6,000-1bs, The loads carried by 435 Squad: a at were
dmain at 5,500-1bs.

Bpoqial instructions for our supply-dropping in the Toungoo
area were igsued duping July. As the weathor frequently made
drop hg operations impossibl: in this arca, speeial arrangements
had go e made to land the 1. '3 in Central Burma s> as to form a
!touk-tilo near the source of ;garations and later take advantage
of periods of fine weather in which to delivar the back-1log.

This system me it upnecessary for airc-aft to e undro
ﬁuppliea back base with a consequent increase in of
ours:required to deliver them. In the evont of abortive trips
zl'oduotng a back~-log at Tounf:o, aireraws w.re bpiefed to proceed
> that area on supply-dropping og:ntim after which the air-
craft were to land at Toungoo or {« and carry out secand and

possibly third trips, thereafter returning .o base.

A speglal Group operation was carried out on the t of
8/9th J’ul;:i At ; t.!.1.5.\11'5 a a:!.g:ﬁal w;: ;'iceiv:d at l.t
uarters requesting an Iron Lung ‘lown to Ming
It was meguy r @d for an Infantile Prralysis case im
Rangoon.  Energetic steps were at once tak.n to proeure a
and one was eventually located and availabl. at 92 I.6.H. Dete
achment, Comilla, Arrangements werec made for an aircraft of
117 8quadmon at Chittagong to take delivery of the Lung and
transport it to Mingaladon. This was donec on e -epticmally
short notice and by 0110 hours on 9th July the Dukota had
arrived at Comilla., There, the crew received full briesfing,
including meteorological and signals facilities from 900

tor
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Although :he weather was o remsly bad throughout tho £light
to Ranzoon the ope suagesdsd m}taachingﬁ their destination at 0830
hours, "about an hour before theis antieiparsd arrival. 2

A 8ign 1 was regeivad later at as2 ¢ from the . 2
Group cangratulating the craw of the mm??ﬁ their magnifmicent
effort, But the soyuel was tragic: the soldi:: 1ied in the Iren
Lung and the erew vi> had ¢olivered it ocrashed . operations three
days iater and were 111 killed.

donsoon conditions sontinu.d te pravail at their height during
the month of Jul ovur the whole of Burma. There was congider. 1
turhulencara and heavy layer olouds and tovwer ing oumulus wore
oncouatered wp to 20,000 foet.  Rasnfall tes widugpread over the
whole area of operr tiom, and @i7fisuwttias und-r which Group airoraft

d t> operate were ncuta, Nevartheless it 1: vorth noting that

deapite both thege diiﬁfioult:lea ond the.fact that this was the first
and only- complate mechl 4n which tho @roup operated without Ameriean
8quad:ons, the ‘actual effort in hours flewn and tomnages deliversd

. Was proportionately greater than had ever been achievad defcre.

The huge emeny concentrations, thet h-d boen bidin~ their
time :n the Pegu Yomag avalting an opportunity to offeet a break out,
considered the time ‘'ag rips in ;xid-}%ly to attempt a mass movement
S ot et e eeiriisy, 8,7 e e
o e gFo 8 on vas od - er ~loo
in ths Battle of the 8ittang Bend.

The antigipatsd enemy break-out mat-rialized on 20th » Por
many deys hea hting togl place along & 70 nile front extond
from Toungeo in the north to Nyaunglebir in tho South, Whilst the
break-out was a. goncerted effort i was made in ggveral groups of
approximately 800 ecach, and it weg aoGtalm. v3 possible at first
to assess pxact casualtlfos. 'With the atats of the ground situation
ever fluld, the emsvring of ageurate drops by 232 Group aircraft was
Bo oasy task. Wany of the dropring somee wsdd were lugs than 100
yards from losal ennuy foxcg; - alil dqpended on t1e skill of oup
airorews whose acevracy of opping attal 1 heizhts of
brilliance , .‘On ono oacasion, however, whea .. U.Z, was elosely
surrounded by enemy troops, seme of the econtainers overshot the mark
and fell into enem; hands, It i. remarkable that this did not
ocour more freguentl;. - During all thgsa clos. sapport orerati. e
232 Grcup airePaft were eften subjectel %o eway A.A. and 8.4.. .
direct:d at them fronm the ~igiaity of the D.Z.'s but no substantiai
damags was cauged to ar;” airerafv. o

I.e general feroei ot.fhia battle coatinuad at its height.
uatil July 27th. 'i‘hog depleted engmy remmcn*s ,whiw mana%
g° weatﬁe rh:ge poor d the tﬁbnlg vily Ittaw.r 26 by &

TOup Who epara o a) 8 ‘ )
oonggntratim?i.apthe ﬂuoﬁhiﬁa ef the Pegu Yonas, ar the bregk-
out coumeneced, Spitfircs uaintalivd « 'oab-rank' underVCP. Control
and were able to strafe tha £leeing enguy across the open country.

Throughout this opuojal period, oup grownd forces, daily
[ rted 221 and 298 3:«%3’ weré ahle to inflict hﬁg"* casualties
on the aenemy, it belng estimated th: & about 6,000 Japs were killed in
_the process. Tha whole battlo Was & p::geutahve of close end

effoctive eo-ogemtion between gro air forces in which 2392
V&

Group's contri on was deodsi

By the beginning of AuE'ita 3% tho J‘&p&nea_a 4n Burma were finighed
and twg vweoks later the war with Jawe over, The recog% of the
01808

trids and hugghs. s that Beset owr .' 22 Burna through 3% long .
yoars of camp G, had ended in the oversheluing defeat of the
~11- '
e
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j 2 Cervlceadbiiisy o TTiunsoort Suppor-, %

b . Ta. need fur modis:*y .° 279TR/232 Group Wing: and Squadrons :
: made 1t ivvoesdblo - foprr ary xind of Sa-traliscd ssrvicing, and ‘
the 8quadzuzs hac %> =e 1e. >~ -3 5azned f. - frnrnv-1lina and a good

deal of second-line mainsensns.,

Egﬁgg%%gﬁgenf an’ Streng:in (.ireraft). S uaurons_were ori
established at % Jakota a rernic, eithequark 4.1 or Mark iﬁ,

and were plunned vo £y 2,80C hiurs per orntu.

In acrordance with the n.smal ACSEL groeedure the strength
°f the Squad:on ail~ .raft was usually 20, with the remaining 6§ at
«U. or R.6.U. “he figure of 2,500 hours was ugually exceeded
and in March 194¢ a new esta:!:shment was issued whlch applisd bo
clise=gupport Squadrons only, ~.d the flying hours were put m
3.500 per month™ Tvis ra--ir_* an average figure - but wag o
oxegeded. Nos. 04 wud 296 Squadns.s each fisw over 4,800 hours
in one month w...ch must be an 1ll-tine record for Trangport
Squadrons.

L

TN N o e
LY

9 )

ent and 8t: apngth EP££§9 ). Thc establishment laid
wmn VE/SE~/TC/1 .20, d~tc. 1st Fabruapy 1545, is considered

quite sufficient for ¢l.> oury -:, but the point is thua: it was

hever filled on any SquaGr... ... there have alw 78 voen vary ger-

lous deficiencies ir Technics: Laniur NCOs. in the ancillary

traudes of Elecwricians ar1 Instivment Rejair::s the position wasg,

at Limes, ecu*e and, ..ways, serious. Th.rz wis a permanent

si.rtage of Ttters; K.T., [.T.M. and Drivess | Detrol Bowsers),

; wlth the resu.t that vialcles had tc be criven by *.M.Zs. and

: repalre’. or inspected by Fitter IZEs.

ervicea’: 'iuy. During the wi..2 period under reviev the service-
abllitv of ~ur airc:aft war scldom below 753 and usuaily averaged
82%. This va: attained at -ines under ac ersz weather conditions
and without proper equisr ent or facilities. In contragt to com-
s ditiong in th> U.K. the wea.ivr on the .raka: coast of Burma at
i tho height of ths noreoci. made %5 someSimesz i:possible to serviee
i © the airecraft, = 7T: is congicured that the serv? ring crews dig-
. played a fine perfirmance, worklng both dey =nd night, in heat,
L dust and torrential rain.’ T~': work, .» of:en »nheralded and
unpublicizec. drserves the Lishsest nraise.

The mein ¢! cinsta.ces affecting serviceability are enum=
Jrated bhalow :-
K= N :
Main Canges of Ungevvigeab:i:.:.

1) It . felt that a c&mparison beiween the work of Alr
Line 8quadrons and Close-S8upport Squerons should be mada.

.

s nireraft - Adr Lire Squadrons carry small crated
loads which are care 1lly loaced. - These aircraft vaually
climb to a certain h ight and =iy from 4 to B on'ac§adulad TUns,
landing on good air-strips wi'u satisfactory fac'lities for
maintenarce,

Un Cloge~8u port ouurations i Bucmz, aircraft usually
-flev 3 trios - day entallin~ 5 ciimbs to 8-10,000 faet and aix
lendings witl heavy loels. Ihese lancings were often carried
ouw on . astily constructed or sepaired strips and 3339 bure?a'
were freguent. The hirsts w.re chlefly cuusd by £ ints, 'K
Revion t!s, me*ai and dimage-~ cteel plate rvnways.

‘

- 1&-




2) West .lricen and Inilan drivers fre bagkad
lorries into the doors of aircraft or damaged wing-gj.ps. '
Largs numbers of wing-tips, teil-planes and elevators wege
damaged whi’st taxying on erowded dispe.sals.

' 3) When the Dakota was coming to hand, a w eon-
siderable nunber of low blgar clutch failures 5@@32 dus

in most cases to naloperation by the pilots. Frequen
engine ohanies resuited in ancube shortage of Pratt and
Vhitney Twin-''asp R.1830-90C engines. 48 a regult of an
investigation :.ade by the Operational Research Secction of
232 aroup, the following points were revealed :=

a) Diatrisution of engine resources had been
dispropor“ionate to the rate of ingtallation
at Units, Pl Units had effactively no’
reserve. Units other than 101 R,& 8. « had
more than required. It wag guggested that a
pool of reserve engines should be formed at
each Wing for distribution to 8quadrong,

b) The time sperc off ogerationa by an aire
craft allotted fror the units for a
double engine echange averagaed 60-60 days,
Less time waa, of course, roguired fop a
single-engine change. Unless necagsary face
o) : ilities could be provided at re~r repair Units

| to reduce these delays, it was considered
that every effort shouid be made to facilite
ate engine changes at squadron levsl where a
change could bu made in 34 days.

! : ¢) It was further considered that delivery

i of complet., power rlents instcad of englnes
would considerably ease tho work of f£1 .
un:ts anc raoduce the time required for
engine changes to 4-6 hours. This uge of
power glanta might woll be the eventual gole
ution for speed ani suitable distribution of
work hotvaen rear repalr units and forward

- Squa ons. Until suificient power bacame

: avallable the provision of one set of port

=, and starboard aengine mountings would allow

> for pre-installation of engines,

4) At one per‘od Squadrons sustained 82 engine fai}ures
due to seizure of main bearings. This aceurred both on 2830-
80C and 1830-92 engines, cauced, it is eons:ldered' by the
change-over from 344/1120 ('T* 0il) to 344/1100 ('X' Qil).
S One Squadron alone ch.: 3ed 19 engines in one month. Tha month
" following the authorisation of 'T' oil for the summer months
showad only 5 main bearing “ailures.

6) Dust was a w disturbing. fagtor;- apart from the
fact that a ecmszl.(ieremg?’P waar through abrasion took place,
tho airepaft undergoing inspection were contin .covared
with olatds of dust as wer- the airmen working on then,

- Qovers gere utilised as fai as possible but had 1ittlo immode
a§e of¥get, continuous oleaning being the rule.

@) Rain, tho chiuf enemy during the monsoon eriod,
causaed the expécted spate of bozged alreraft, ignitian troubles
and delays in maintenance work.

)_ The remaining difficuvlties were expartenced with
G.B.U.? Petr l Pum 3, Generators, Gyro Instruments and Elage

triaal gquipn ent,

\
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which Weux*“e:s Mvgr'%xal ﬁy’ .mmﬁbbainahle wore mﬁs - g::g:e’
and Alr Compressors. Cranas wers made by usimuiadars
from hombed hangarg, placed on 3=ton lorries, and various
orsats_chamging sets manufactured locally. At

wore alaost noneaxistant. American tools were at a premfunm
and tha tools of Indian manufacture needless to say - comw
pletely ugeless, ine stands, platforms and ladders were
all astured loo .

The replasement of aireraft when they begame dus for
doudble ine change and major inspeetion hga beaen 'faip?
¢ ut, except for the bad pert experianced when
the lower blower clutch failures ang the meis bearing faile
Sotart T agine cliicreiet s, snely batn sl foo )
, angas at Rear Repad 8. .
w a-gggo-ao c egaines have 'ccgumuy bsan in ghort
[ ]

Spareg.

Certaipn itons wepe invariably difficult to:odbtain,
prinoipalg @8, petrol pum onerators and
instrunen .wgheé'e were oglyp:‘tgimble on A.0.G. domand,

3he main difficSity ix this connegtion wag the dige

‘tance between M.Us. and 8.Ps. at which 8quadrons were
W « Communications were often v bad. AOG gpares

a month to arrive, and thorefore *robbing' had
to be regorted to in order to keep the aircraft in the air.
This caused grave concern at the R. & S, Us. but the curre
‘wngatiafactory state of affairs remdered it ingvitable,. In
Bquadson, had. doparead. Sisesmere: o yiaon IONUhS after the T
on eparted olg Qe «0.R. ! obvi
tgok longer than A.0.G, demands and in most cases took 3
months or never arrived at all.

Genorally fusl and o

: il were m d 8 except
during March and April at Akyab where 5:; a ?El?%{ period

4 Squadpaons were -nearly to ounded for lack of 100

Oatgm fuel, and lateg oil. gr_‘ t‘sug £luid and hi

Sqmedrans ol % 17 a1l the way basbe tonooreln thay
ua a W

were t:agava any hops of obtailex{ng ong or two barrels,

BO G »

‘ shortago of M,T ths campalgn was acute.
The wﬁﬁma coming into’ Inphat the Dimapur-Road ware
usyally in poer gondition on arrival. The state of the
3 Bobor tPanspact sopate umit vy Do AL, thagks, O O had
or trans repa it aver
2 tA&ahdeemeewmalsov&mbadm

« Roads a

caused eonsid: ablo wear and tear on the vehicles, K.T.

olg yore made at Chittagong, Akyab and Ramrse but the full
ggneﬂ?ot these was los.tgwha:’x the Squadrens moved, :
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e e ——




Y

)

. Americans succeccad

There werae, in additica o the abse.:cu of cranes already
mentioned, insuffictent refucllers, water trciiers and 3-ton
lorries. Refuellers had :o0 be borrowed :Iro.: :he .mericans and
ersatg water trallers were manufactured _oca_'y.

It is perihapec, superfluous to add tha: in contrast, the

in providing themselves with a plethora of
transport and in particular their more than adequate supplies
of Jaeps made movi.ment of pe-szornel o:. I».y .-l recrcational
rung a matt. » of cor.siderubl: :use.

Teghnical Accommodation.

The usual %echnical accormmodation consicted of 180=1D.
E.P.I.P, tents. “hese were fur too small, particularly for
such purposes .. Equipment Scctions. Instruments and gpares
suffered from excessive corrosion duc to incdsquate storage
facilitios. Nissen huts were fimal’y constructe” at a later
staigsin the operati ns and were quite satisfacto.y but were
in uffici?nt numt:crs.

Suzzeations.

The follow }oints src put forwzrd ©.: consideratien
in any future pla g of sirilar operations,

1) A4lthough it is wcderstood thar the cc1struction
of the air-strip is ti:: .08t importur’ point. it would
be a distinct advantag. if the parachuiue tower, aireraft
shelters and Nissen\huts {or pref ,ica-ed huts) for
technical accomrodation couid be vuiit at the same time
a8 the strip. '

2) The hmerican system of providi:s un .ircraft
per Squadron for the stle purpe. ° ccilectirs spares,
engires, cuntuen stores and coav.sing personmiel on
leave sﬁoule be adopted ir all Transror: Support Squade
rons.

3) EBach 8quadron s-culd be suppirec aith 2 aipe
transpor~abl:e light crurss of similar or:ein o the
hmérica. 'i' Frame, and also 2 air -transportable 7
KV. Generators, 1 for chargin; acecu.u'ators and
lighting the technical site a.d the 2 :perer.s and
the other for lighting the domestic =ite.

4) Bach Squacron should hold 4 ccrp'ete power
plants and an adequatu supply of main wh._cl tyres
and tubes., -

6; Large ospaci:y pefuellers should be provided
for each Squadroa in sufficient quantities to ansure
quick between-trip nefuclling.

6) Dispersal eveas should co' sain permaseat tie
down facilitles uo prevent damage .wing to sale and
monsoon storms.

7) ibove all, Squadrons must bc kopt up to
establisi-cd strenyth in personnal. Unless this is
done an wufair strain is imposud on rready hard-
press:d techniclansg, making ¢ mockery of authorisad
egtablishme:. :s whicﬁ exist oniLy on paper. -

ST o




Loran wag allocated to 232 Group Squadrons as a prim~
ary navigational aid during the 1945 monsoon. Examination of
Navigators' logs for June lgt - 7th and from June 24th - July 6th
showed, however, that whereas the necess.ty for gueh aids existed
and, in faot, was definitely neccessary, Loran's application to
navigation on operations was claost nil.” The roasons for this
are outlined below :-

a) Supply of Equipment

The general arrival of Loran on Sau~drons preceeded
“he mongoon by only two weeks. Fitting was dalayed owing to
lack of spares, and maintepnance personnel wer:c below required
strength, Trailing aerials. usual.y essential to receive
satisfactery signals over Bur..a, were missing nn 602 of the
aircraft and cmld not be rep:-ced.

b) ZIraining of Operators.

Two navigators on cuch Squadron had gai..cd training
and wore then expected to corvert the cther navigators into
operators capable of agplying ‘oran on . pera!‘ons. This did
not fullfil requirsments, thc nmain difficuli’.s being intene
sive operational flying and :. lack of convictiir anong airerew
that Loran could be of any real use,

It is suggested th:.* 10re Radar ~.:chanics, a better
training policy and a great :r licwlcedgz: of the potentlalities
of Loran are needed 1f this ai¢ is to ve ¢f practical use.
Cormanding Officers of Squadio: ; and Pilots should know what
Loran can do and Navigators <t ald bgc glven cvery encourage=
ment and opportunity to use it 1s fully as ..ussible,

Congidering the facilities rvailablo, much confusion
existed on 8S8quadrons ag to what extent navigatioual aids were
available. Installation at forward ai,ficvids was late and at
times alrcraft had to fly to these fields without Radio-Compass
and Rebecca-Eureka facilities. -An sxamination by the Operat-
ional Research Section of 232 Group on the ase made of thase
alds revealed the following facts :-

a) On ¢ Sward journeys little use was made of
Navigati aids on forward fields - R.C.
on of trips R.F. on 64 - due i1 part %o
lack of facilltles.

b) On homoward journess use o>f Lbasc - ‘ds for
ho showed a malx:d inecrease - 1.C. 3&%,
R.E. « This was to be expected dr: to
the greater froilitivs awallable and the
gggher power cf the M.F. (ladio Ccmpass)

acons.,
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¢) Use of all aids on departure :rom Bage
Airfields was small - R.C. 20%, R.E. 10%e

d) Little use was made of Radio Aids for
. obtaining fixes at any time during trips;
. ' 9% outward, 7% inward.

i
i
i
:
i

i Vigits to 8nuadrons revealed that garviceability of Beacons
; at Base Airfields was satisfactory. Yet at the Forward Flelds
of Hagwe, Meiktila and Toungoo wore no U.F. Beacons during
the hoight of the campaign, and no aigmals on Rebecea ware bei
recoived in the aireraft dus to ungervicability of Bureka gro
installations.

The ranges and porformance of Radto=-Compass and Rebecca-
Eureka Beacons show t a 100¥ N,F, (R.C.) Beacon with a e
of miles in good weather can be useleas even for homing a

30 miles ‘due to static in the vicinity of storms. Beacons of

leas than 100W, are useless in poor weather when aids are most
. ‘heeqed., Rebeocca-Bureka, on the other hand, is unaffected by :
- - static and 1s an excellent aid in monscon cocnditions. A well- - !
o sited Boacon gives a range up to 100 miles for an approaching _4!
aireraft over 7,000 feat, ngerviceabllity of Rebecca-Eurecka R |
was due largely to lack of trained Radar mechanics. B |

e Regernmondatiopa.,

¥any navigators were unfamiliar with radio aid facilit-
ies and were ignorant of the elementary principles of operat-
ion, They wore not aware of the ogower of different M.F. |
(R.C.) Boacons and tended to expect impossible results from i
the lower powered cnes. In the future a greater knowladfe '
of the potentialities of navigational aids will be essential
if full benefit is to be derived from them on Squadrons. 4s
has already been menticned, a full yuota of Radar mechanics
is ug prex;equia&te- for maintaining good serviceability of
equipment. .

. T PFopr- monsoon f,l{rlng, eageciﬁg«mr the Arakan and |
o, Central Burma. the A csition- cator would bs a moat '~
o useful additional aid. Although navigators did emdeavour ’
o, to maintain aireplots fregnant changes of course and

~ olimbing and gliding 1A bad weather often made ti.is impossible.
For purely monsoon f1lying, the Air Position Indicator would be
a considerable advantage.

«l7= : i
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/CELPTER_1V/
Inc Use » Meteorol-c.ic
wit mnents Concerning Throm.

The rreatest danger encounterad ' cl.sa-suprort operations
in Burma was wdoubtndly the foree of the 8:W. lonsocn, and the
consequent b.. weat! ;r especially over the mountain ranges. Us.ful
noteorologica . facli.ties were not widely available throughout the
campaign and the problem of providing adequate weather informatinn
to crews was a formidable one. It is, even with elaborate met.ore
ological facili*ties, extremely difficuit accurataly to forecast
what conditione crews are likely to emcounter during long flights
in the monsoon puriod. Consequently the most reliable informate
ion was that gained by Captairs themscives, provided that. they
possessed a sound knowledge of ronsoon types of we' -her and knew
how to recognise ther. icturl meteorological repurts from aire
fields in use are ¢9:-3idered cofinitely necessary to supplement
any individual initiative on the part of the crews.

One very valuable metcorologlcal facility was provided in
the form of v.H.F., ai.. t.ls iiclped greacly to cut down the number
of abortive trips in bud weath.:. The installztion of V.H,F.
caric somewhat late in the drv and on a very Liaited scale, but
full advantage was taken of .t, Captains all listened out on it
and, from time to time, each rcported weather conditicns for the
benefit of the others, 1In this way less expcriencec crows could
follow experienced Captains ﬁnrough bad wea.er., These V. H.F.
meteorological reports, togatr.r with those pur out “»y W/T by
certain detailed aircraft, serc picked up 1t base and proved
helpful on subsequent trips. ’ :

Broudcast alrcraft wein empioyed or 1 .imliud sculy, a
daily weather service being p..ovided at the c.d nf the winter
season by alrcraft of 436 %RCLF) Squadron snd 2lsc by a dctach-
ment of the imerican 2nd Weat.i.. Recom ' :ance 3quairon. “hen

_ the weather v-s fine it was qu:ie easy t. p.e’: up these ULroad-

casts but in .ad we: ther interferqnc.: made ti.a «f 'ittle value.

The accldent rate of CTTF/232 Group :ircruift was not as

high as was at one tims feared. aund it 18 ccn.slderced that in view

of the difficulties encounter.: in providin; suivable metvsorolog-
lcal facilities. much credit . due to the crews themselves for
fulfilling thei. commitments insjyite of bcd weather which they
learned to master through expuri:ent ..ad experience.

The S.W. Mon-Hon begins to make itecell fe.u ln Burma in
late April or earlg 11y, and is at its werst in June and July.
Apart from the periloc of the mohsoon, conditions for flying aver
Burma and the adjoining parts of Indla are excel'ent.  Visibil-
ity is consistently good, skies are clear, lonl .oature are

‘easily distinguished and wind veloeity 1is slight; good fiying

results are norma;r

The cpminé of the mcagoon changes all this =1d brings
all the flying hagards contingent on massed e¢loud lormations
with great atmospheric turbulcnce (though thi. turbulence is
less prevalent after the rains commence). During ths full
monsoon period almost the vor.d!'s worst conditions preveil and
cumulo-nimbus clouwd, the greatest enomy of aircraft in this
theatre, builds=-y; frequent;y from low le¢.el o abeve alrcraft
ceiling. On most days, clcar levels &o mot cxist at varying
heights., £&ven on 'gooé' days during the m:..soom period, fre-
quent changes of course muy b: necessary, alihough D.R. navige
ation is usually still possible. Haight musi olten be waried

. though the usual technigue is .o find claes level between low

and medium c’ouds and to maintaia this L.ign. if possible until
letting down. The ' se of navigational aids is much more nocass-
a.'y than in tae fin. weather poried. ‘
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Inevitably owing to the fact that few c. .ws operating i
t}.: 1945 monsoon had flown in “.e 1944 monsonn, there was lack
of experience of monsoon flying conditions among many of the air
crew. With the onset of the bad weather, metnods o navigalie
had to changc; navigation m.inly by means of vin-points gave way
to greater use of D.R. and navigational alds, since pin-points
were rarely obtainable,

onec IS .

(1) The onset of monsoon conditions increased the
need for D.R. Navigntion and usec of Navigational
aids since pin-points could not so e 3ily be
found, Owing to bad weather at basecs and en route,
flying became more nazardou.., and In avoiding
storms extra time was required for tripus flown.

(i1) Lireraft serviceability diécreased and fewer
hours were flown by thosc aircraft serviceable.
More time was wast.! in abortive flying.

(1i1) Con~rring aireraft .ffectiveness in Lhe monsoon
monius of June-July with February-liarch, it
appearcd that effcctivene: ; droppecd to pa
Since, however, thc average length of trip was
less in June-July, the tons carri. ] per aire
craft dr-pped only to 76.58 f finc-weathur
standard.

(iv) The relative importance of various fuctors coms-
bining to produce this reduc’ion s glver hy :=-

Reduced payload w 91,58 of finc-weather standard
Lower average speed e 91,5% " "
Reduced serviceability 13.5% " " "

Fawer hours flown pe
serviceable aircraft 95.0% ’ " ’

Increased abortive time ©8.0% " " "

(v) In monsoon eonditio:r: there ~rer. vide variatlons in
the hours fiown per day. Cycles of 'bal wuaniher occurred at
approximatel, fortrightly intervals. it trese periods hours
were low and the nuaber of abortive trips increased. Between
these periods flying hours were maintained at =~ high level.

(v1) Lircrew availability reached its lowest level in
July at 80,3%.

(vii) 411 uvnese factors should b considcred whon planning
similar operations.
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Tours, “ompc3itaon

1) Elyiag Training.

Prior to and at the time of the formation of Combat
Carg> Tagk Force, the »yolicy of Alrcrew Training was for
Transport suppori S8quadrons t. be withdrawn from active opere
ations in Burma to bases in .he Gujrat Rawalpindi area e
uninterrupted airborne training .’as undertaken for perioda
varying from one to three mon-h., This pzlicy was Tound to
be most satisfactory, for 8quaions returned tvo operations
rested and with all flying persvanel reasonably trained in the
airborna-sugport role. New Transport-S8upport Squadrons arrive
ing in South East Asia were given up to th.o months acclimatise
ation and training before proceuding to forward bages. .

B Uparat
Plying Inteagity

' When Corbat Cargo I:sk Force was formed, however, it
became obvious that the 1ngensitv of the operations planned
would mean that every Squadroi wjuld be operating at

pressure in a support role fro: forward “-ses. This elimimated
the pogsibility of any flying irainirz as such, for every ger=-
viceable airc.'aft wr3 required exclusively for support operate
‘.ns, usually threc trips a day., This situation was probably
unique in the history of the R~vel Air Force - war.

Accordingly a Trair-n: Conference was held at Heade
quarters Combat . «rgo Task For:c in Januwary 1915, at which all
Squadron Commar...*s were presenz, and it was decided that 8quad-
rons should have a completely free ha: . in thc training of their
own airepews, all of *t to be done on operatiras a . alr tests.
Thils continued throug out the campaizn bat owing t. the intensive
operational requiremc.:ts, trairing on Squadrons was of a necesse
arily limited nature.

Ths various aspects of flying trainin, which can be
cagried out on operaticns were cffected by all S uadrons as
under ge

a) Qggtg;gg. Instrwi.n:. f£iying, Radar approaches
and, of necessity, - wnwing And croagg-wind
landings and take- .. 's.

b) §§Q Egégtg. Landings and take-o0..3 at the
seretion of tne Captain, in:trument flying
and map reading. .

c) gax;§g§g§g. Dead reckoning (at times only)
og keeplng, Rebecc. and Loran, when the ’

equipment and faoiliti:s were provided.

a) ﬁigg;ggﬁ_%ﬁggﬁiggg. Log keeping and many
‘urs 1in r each aon.h to gain exper-

)
lence end sk'll in working their equipment.

NOTE:

In connection with () above, due tc the fact that
thc same routes - r¢ flown day after day, and poussibly for week
after woak, it difficult t- et navigators to keep Bood
locs. In addit..a, short D,R. trips :n monsoon weather fre-
quently made it impossibl: for a navl.ator to keep - .. air plot
ard a good log.

(11) 1In connec ion with {d) above} strict W/T silence
was impoged on dll operations up till the end of the war.
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2) Ground Trsdning. |
When an aiperaw flew frem 90 to 15 hours each aoanth,
unrcagonable for them $o exfeet to spend the m:orttg
of their time on the ground in ralaxation, 4dd this to the fac
that tho majority of our Squadrons lived ynder canvas throughovt:
the past yoar - with a subscquent lack of ruitadls lacture ro. ..
= 1t can be seen why 1ittle ground training was dons.

The & of Loran oquipment to our Squadrons early
in the monsoon made imperative the satting up of ground training
equipmont, the supervision and instruction boing in cach cags
the respmibmtz of 8quadron Navigation Officers, cach of whom
had previously attended a Lo oé:e in Calcutta, The use of
Loran is desorided in Chapter of, this Review,

A3> coupsage

The following Courses have been made available to aipe
orews in this Group s« .

a) Jungle School, 8ilchar, which moved to Kohima
and olosed down in Angat 1845, dus to the
inability of our Squadrons to spare crows.

b) Adrcrew Mountagn Centre, Kashmir.

¢) Central Visual Aireraft Recognition Instruot-
ors School, Ranchi. (Since closed).

4) Junior Commanders Course, Poona.
e) Loran Course, Caleutta.
£)  Atrorew Refpesher 8chool, Caleutt:.
8) 81gnals Leaders' Course (No. 16 R.8., H.BE,)
The majority of attendances have besn at tho two Courses (a) and

-(b) abovae.

EOA Sl L  LOUL

Transport *t airoraft in CCTF/232 Group conformed
to the prineipal tmma depend on the completian of hours
flown or in terms of months, wgiahm is earlier. .t the begin-
Coulods. appRbyaLy WRbeDy hL ettt roniin WPy Itk LT o

o appr 9 s pri : t
new limit of 18 ':ionths wga fized for a tour. (This, incidentally,
a.gpued %o all opsrational aireraft with exceptian of night-
fighters whose tour remained at 12 months).

It was agreed that at the end of the first 12 months
ailrorews wore to bg modioally examined and, if ngoes s granted
a pariod of leave in a suitable climate within the theatve before
commeneing the last six months of their tour. This is considersd
to bs a very sound arrangement. The question of a sesond operate-
ional tour dopends on 8orvice reguirements rnd, if necesserg» wag
2o be restrietod to six months irrespoctive of whether the Cirst.
e Lo A KAy S
operal o ' The complaotion ; on -
mgnt of tho.sccond was to be separated by a sixemonth intorval.

«8le
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§) Alr Crew Composition.

It 1s recommended that Squadrons be trained as a
Unit with Commanding Officers and Fliggt Comnanders leadin:
them on actual operations in full eontrol of training, but in
any future Transport Support operations this will necessarily
depend on sufficient Bgundronl being available in the line to
be withdrawn individually from time to time for training of
now crews. This policy, as has already becn noted, i
4id work. very well before pressure of opcrations made it ime
practicable. The aircrew composition for Dakotas as such was
satisfactory,

6) Plvine Intensity on Transport Support Ovorations.

It 1s a striking fact that the average monthly
totals of hours flown per airerew in 232 Group were far above
those of other Group in South Bast isia. Naturally the
charaoteragg thz operations carried out by cach Group must be
taken into consideration, It 1s only to b axpected that the
average number of hours flown per airerew in Croups largely
conpoged of Fighters and Fighter-Bombers (i) and 224 Groups)
would be less those flown by Heavy Bonbur and Transport
Support Squadrons (231 and 232 Groups),

In all these catogories, howev.r, much depends
on the air and ground opposition encountcred, In Burma the
opposition on the whole could not be described as formidable
and the number of hours flown per airerew siould therefore be
higher than in a more heavily defended coun'ry. On the other
hand, the advantages of weak cnemy oppositi n were offset by
sone extent by the offects of the climate. It is thought,
howaver, from erience, thut the letharg{ induced by oxcess-
ive haa‘ and xar cularly humidity can best be overcome by
action, 8 well-known that nothing is nore demoralisin
for airerews in the tropies than to be all>wed to beeome idle.

It 4s olonrlihgesirable that an optimum figure
should be sought s3> that number of posted airerevs should
always ‘be swech that each individual may have sufficlent f

time to enable him to maintain as high a standard of officlency
as posgible, A formula for arriving at this osptimum figure

1s suggesfed by taking the estimated total number of hours to
be flown eagh formation during the month. = This figuroc
wiuld be divided IN', which 18 an arbitury figure roepresents
ing the approximate nunﬁor of hours which cach airerew should
fly each momth t> enable a high state of ciriciency to be maine
talned, For Transport Support aircraft, the figure nuggectod
is from 70«90 hours. Seasonal changes of climate woul
obviously effeot the number of hours select d.




LHFIER VY

Prior to the formation of Combat Cargo Task Foree it wags
found that the reporting systam for R...F. Transport Squadrons
in the forward areas was totally inadequatc nd a revised roporte
ing system was introduced whereby an accurat: record of avery
oporational flight could be kopt and valuabl. Intelligenco infore
mation obtained. How this was achicved ean best be scon by
atud{ing tho ar ements made for briefing .nd de=briefing on
the Transport Squadrons.

Sauadron Level.

It was found that tho i1doal arrangoiont for the rapid and
satisfactory collation and dissemination of reports was t) have a
Contral Combinad Dllputchlnf OIorationc and [ntelligence Briefing
buildi:g or large tent available ad acent t. the point on the air-
fiold where the aireraft wore loaded and wnloaded, It was also
Nocossary that the Navigation and Signals briefing tents should
be in elose proximity.

-

. The despatohing tent on 8quadrons w.s divided int> two
parts se

1) s Here tho following matturs were dealt
withi Rowtine clerioal work, maint nance of the
filing syatem and rucords, ﬁaintan;uou of lists
of Flak and er irons, D.2s., iirfield Lists,
8erviceability ates, ote. The at rage of maps ,
mosaics, orews' person:.l papers, escupe ailds and
money ete,

i1) - » This room was dive
ed as follows :-

a) A display of all oporational maps, mosalecs
and targaet data,

b) A digplay of meteorological bosrds and
charts,

¢) A board of operatisnal notices, instruc-
tions and flight plans,

d) A Navigational and S8ignals boar .,

@) Bufficient chairs and tables £ r do-briefing
ghg naximun number of erews with ut unduo
 delay,

It will be appreciated that the above set=up was consid-
erod to be the nearest poasiblo to an ideal ne, but it was not
alvays practicable for Squadrons to com ly with these instruetions
in full detail. Local conditions had to be taken 1fto account
and, inevitably, when Squadrons were operating from forward bases
vhore facilities were gcanty, ingenuity hac to be uged to ensure
that the main cssentials werc provided for. It is consideraed in
retrospect that Squadrons did well to maint 11 a high standard of i
briofing and desbriefing equipment by the us. of imagination and ;
inprovisation,

-23-
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The dutics of " .
£01lows 1o the Disputching Tenat Staff are outlinad as

' The Oporations and Dispatohing Officer su ::
rivod adsrbabino Sl eiti e B8 Rapstchi ke staft ana
Q (-1 ) gul:)
flying matters and ogcort. ° o re °

The Army Liatson Offiger coll-ted and reoor&ed aa
all brieéﬁgand da-m-iettzﬁinfamauon relating to D,Zs. and
A.L.Gg, Ho also received ‘information relat to ground
ggog:edge a:g tﬁ D"z:id agid A.Ligs. to etherdwéth thormat:lon %g

Q s Spos 1058 orwvards (-] " guthe
orities in the fog: of thrg;a. i drny &

428:D. ®he Alr 8 Depot (RAMO) roupresentative colle
ated and recorded all m&’ﬂﬁm rela to dospateh and delive
ery of loads, faulty loading and "ocad equipment,

1200 The Intenigame Jificer organised briefing and dee
briefing, and disseminated the information obtained from the latter
to the various branches consernecd.

Spgalalist Offies. Arrangemonts wire made by the I.0.
for Speclalist Offlcers such as Radar, Armanunt, Enginser, Navige
ation Officers eto, to be presont for briefinz erews prior to
takowoff and to bo readily availabls for questioning orews on
their return from an ogerauoml flight on an’ serious ccourrence
affeoting these specialist scotiosns,

I
[

The standard de-briofing £orm used .as known as tho ".i
borne and Air 8uppl¥ oiemttons Trip Ropori". This form atmou aL
gbﬁmmg all essantial information brought back by orevs as

ollowa te

\ata _Ropoprta. 'ggcts h;egggdgd vare 8 thgae uggn
mmediate action was R ‘ron 1.0,

urgont mossages from dropping -r landtng gg.;wa, tmealato dangors

to ﬂﬁ.:q (1.0, trip wires, ballaom% ete) and hostila airor

o In the evant of an owounter with hostile airoraft an
itlonal form was camploted giving full details and known ag a
Combat Report. Its use, however, was.only very rarcly called for,

Eeﬁmi. This sgotion was included to obtain information
a8 to whe

* eomnuniocgtions Botwesn tran:r:rt airoraft and escorts

wore good or bad, and to resord aiy complaints regarding latoness
of eaé:rt at rondozvous, loss of contaot and any other relevant
renmarks,

£8. This gaestion gave resordad dotaila about oach
g:t whi 6d an acourato resord of cach Squadronts cffort ta

pt.

' » Any romaprks by tho Captain of tho aire
oraft onsldered neocessary for &ormugn or action wore
recordod here,

W. The rocordin; of woather inf.rmation wag of
valuo to the motoorological an' navigation st-ffs in tho plaonaing
of routes, flying tmg. ete, uvor leng dist.ncas.

. Any damage to aireraft, :hother caused by .nan
e e ol L S T
e al or other dofa A
ing, loaking sontoiner., paiaehutn not opeoaing, oto,
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_ In&gllﬁff“ﬁ%; 411 Intclligence datz obtained., Dotails
of A.A,, seapchlights, ballbons and other cnomy devices, include
ing trip wires, ctec, Any sightings of enemy round actlvity,
lights, beacons, ctc, '

Distribution and Despatch of Trip Reports, Channels.

In order that reports could be rendcred to higher auth-
ority without undue delay, it was considerc: cssential that all
Trip Reports be deapatchea to arrive at Headquarters, Combat
Cargo Task Porco/232 Group within 24 hours -f the cessation of
the day's operations reported. To achieve this, Squadron I.0s.
worc instructed to hand the Trip Reports imcdiafely they weme
conpleted to the Wing I.0, who then permsed them, making any
comments or taking action considered nccossary. This was
the main function of the Wing Intclligence Officer. Aetion on
matters requiring attention reported by ercws on de~-briefing
was taken at Wing and not Squ:cron level. .fter perusal of the
Trip Reports the Wing I.0. despatched them by "Fast Air" on the
mall aireraft proceeding on the day subsequcnt to the operations
reported on, This system grovod generally successful but from
time to time receipt of Trip Noports at CCTF/232 Group Head-
quarters was delayed due to bad weather or other unavoidable
causcs,

The Wing Intelligenee Cfficer also rendered a Wing Weekly
report to CCTF/232 Group for nward transmission to Transport
Command, This report dealt with all matters of general interest
2n1the Wing and was not eonfincd strietly t. Iatelligencc mater-

al, »

Form 1.C. 34 (Bodsheet).

It is necessary to rclate here the use of the Statistic-
al Form T.C. 34 (Bedsheet) which was used by CCTF as an addit-
ional reporting form. On it was reeorded complete statigtin~:-
data regarding every trighby Squadron aircraft. It was fillc.
in by Squadron I,0s. at the corpletion of tic day's operations,
and despateched via Wings to Heudquarters CC11/232 Group =long
with the day's Trip Reports, it this levocl the statistical
data was collated and despatchcd to higher I rmations. Comments
on the uses of Form T.C. will be found unler the heading
"Comments and Conclusions" at the end of this Chapter.

9; soon as the Trip Recports were recoived at Healquarte
ers CCTF/232 Group they were poruged b! the Intelligence Staff
and any comments, suggzestions and complaints were passed to the
Sections coneerncd for necessary action, Close liaison was
maintained with the A Adr Tranlgort Organisation, whose Heade
quarters was adjacent, to ensure that any information of value
to them, such as comments on loading of aircraft, ote. wore
passed {o them without delay.

Forms T.C, 34 were rocoived by the Statistical Sacgign
who used them as a basis for poriodic roports of value to
Planning ond Operations Staff as well as t. higher formations,

The Intelligence Branch used the Trin Reports as a
basis for inou&ng a Daily Narrative of ©.lons sent to lower
and higher formations as a rucord of CCTI'/u:. Group activities,
dosigned to include informatl n of value t- Squadrons and !
and of general interest, A l'nrrative was 1isued dally from
Docember 1944 to the end of L t 1945, iun Fobpuary CCTF - mme
enced production of a Fortnig Roview Jdesigred to publicl..
its aotivities and make more wi kpown the role played by
Transport Support in the eonduct of sperati ns,

«@6e " a7
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Tho standard of reporting at 8quadrin level was aongid-
ered to bo good but it was obvious throughout the wholo paricd
that R,A.P. Inteliigence Officsrs ware working wnder a conside
erable handicap, establishmont for Intulligence on Trane
sport Support Squadrons was on one Intellienee Officer. He
Wwag, more often than not, on uty from garl morning until late
at night, averag often 10 ur 11 hours duty per day. In soms
cases ho was assisted by an N.C.0. clork, for whom n> establ ish
mont existed but who waa borrowed from aome other Section an.i
tomporarily attached to Intelligence. Efforts were also made
to post 1lizence Officeps supsrnumary to § ons or
attach them from CCTF/232 Group Head T3, owing to the:
acute shortage of Intelligence Offigers anc an W high
sicknegs rate caused by overwork, this was frequently imposge
ible in the early stages.

8quadron Intelligensce Offigers were further handicappe”

by having largely to agsume the role of clerks. Whilst
conmplet of the Trip Reports themselves was nat an undua
strain additional bupden -f the Form T.C. 34 was a heavy
one and took 3 time which could have been far better spont on
strictly Intelligence work., It is noteworthy that the .merican
8quadron Intell:lienoe Officers were not thus dicapped, as a
gtat‘ii:tioal S8ection was established on all theip Trangport
quaarons, '

The R.i.F. Blement of Combat Cargo Tagk Force was deeply
aware of the strain imposed on on Iatelligence Officers
and made repeated attempts to abtain permiggion for Fora T.C. 34
to be discontinued, Thege attempts ware invariably oppigad by
ths Americans who, it is worth recording, placed tremendous con-

'fidenoe in the value of statisties and were '.ogs concernc with

the report system proper. Congequemstly :ue standarc of
g:ypag ~ 01:8 CCTF Ame;"iogn Squadrons was not as high as that on
quadrons.

ACBBA, who had orig m&dram up Form T.C. 34 for uge
by Transport Bquadrons within this thaatre, was aies reluctant
to discontinue its use and it was mot until July 1945 that pere
mission was obtained. The fect that Porm TC 34 was of d>

. value was proved by the suceess of 232 Group's Statistical

Sectlon in meeting a%,l requiroments on inf riation obtaincd from
the Trip Reports. ho statistical data on Form T.C. 34 had
always been largely duplication of data als. recorded in a
different form on “:he rip Reports.

- With regard to increasing the Intolllgence ostablishmont
on Squadrons rgpa&ted pressuréngven‘buauy resulted in the Asian
Establishments Committee belate agreein: to raise the estabe
11 t from one Flying Offioer to one Plight Lioutenant and
one ing Offiocor, !'ﬁa result of this wns a distinet inorgase
in effioiency of report and it is regretted that rocognition
of this basic faot was not made at an earlior date.

it 13 gonsidured that Hquacron Intellifsnce

Piriall;
0f£4gars wig;kg'axtrealzihud on briefing and dasbriofing wnder

congideradble handicaps which proventod them from dsvoting more
of thair time to oﬁﬁgr tmportgut mattors roquiring attention,
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. I 18 ovident that pre=requisitc for operational
efficiency is the provision -f & wallwgquipped and organized
briefis seetion on Trangport Support Squadrons. This fund.
foental was recogniged at the oubget of oo campaign and it
1s congidered ¢ the aryan .cients made to that end, ‘as oute
lined in Chaptor VI of this iieview, did much g increase
operdtional effop¥, It 48 :ssential that the importance of
complete briefing and de=bricfing facilitics be born in nind
in the planning of any future T:angport Support operations.,

2. to apart from the alrerew rations capried in the
airorart.qg% 1s assential that ap appetizing light meal be
Provided between trips whon erows are dver 10 hours
per for prol. uie periods.. *R' pations for this purpoge
are quite unsuitabie, The nircrew car.teen should ba situ-
ated adjacent to the briefing seetion and should be made ag
comfortable as pogsible under prevailing c »nditismg,

‘3. Rofuolling and toppinz up with 11 aust be earried

out as gsoon ag an aireraft p-ris, and a 8pccial ground servie-
ing. erew should be instantly uvahable to - .ctify any minop
8nags encounterecd, -

: Loadin; and wnloadin: parties must be trained t. a
very high standard of efficiency, and shoul' be gtrictly
Poporvised by R.A.P. Loading Gonbrol Offtorrs ons N,C,08.
For quiok turnearound gxperiunae has ghown “hat it ig very
help: if the crew wnlagh th. load while :i:o aireraft is
taxying to the unloading bay. Hops lashings are most suite
able for Dakotag b 't it i3 dssential to Pe;-lace them as gron
as signs of deterioration become apparent,

5, Alrstrips construst.: for olose support work ghould
ideally have two arallel runways « ong for ding and the
other for takeeoffs, Owing to :he speed with which 1t is
frequently necess for such atrigs o de constructed, this
15 not always pogsibie, Should, howuver, only ome strip be
available ‘¢ thers should be 1oa bays at either end

and landingg made in ong dirsction takto-offs in the othep,
Unnecegsay; 1y long taxying should ba eliminated to gave time
on tura-around, When an airfleld's eapacity is limited it
ghould not be allewsd to becone saturat:d with aireraft mil
ing around in the odrouit waiting for cther alreraft on the
ground to take-off before thope is Poom for them to land and
park, Plannmjﬁ of aireraft arrival times s important and
must be eare Y Wwatehed whore small airfi.l iz are involved
or whore large-soale operations are cont mp'-.ted,
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The general poliey adopted in CCTR/: a2 Group was for aire
eraft to delfver l“fpliel and take back fro: forward fields on
their return trips loads of casualties to buge hospitals and to
Spceial eentres ¢8tablished in Comilla, ThLig system functioned
satisfaetorily inasmuch as the increased f1.w of supplies into
Burma ag the canpalgn reached its elimax rcoulted in sufficient
aircraft being available for tue evacuation, 'f casualties,

For the purposg of handling these cusualties from forwaprd
4riy medieal units and forwar tlansport 1anding-grounda, R.ALP,
Casualty Aip Evacuation Units 7ore set up, These units were site
uated on the transport strip ¢overing . particular area and they
recelved from the forward hospitals casualtics brought 1n by Lrmy
M>tor Ambulance Companies, The Necessary r.cdigal sorting and
attention, accommodation, fool, ete, nnd tho amglaning of the
casualties on the Supply aireraft, were then effeete’, Liaison
Was maintained be the CLLUs and th. forward medical units so
that an approxinate e f the number f casualties to be
anticipated could pe khown in advance, As close a liaison as
possi Was also maintained vith CCTF/282 (:rup Headquartors by
heans of wireless; this gave un estimate of ++ . number of aire

led. After the aireraf: h .. been unloaded,
casualtiss were emplaned aceorliing to their degree of cne .
for base hospital nedical trenrtment, The “verage .strength of a
CAEU wag 40 BORs with a vapiable number of Iadian personnel,

- On the intemmediste an base airfields = similar organis-
“atlon was {n operation. 411 ¢.EUs Were capable of stagin: appe
roxinately 100 wounilec for as long as was n.cesgary,

As will be appreclatec, many seriously wounded or sick
personnel regquircd medieal attention whilst travelling in the air-
craft to base. Fop this purpose an iir Amiulance Orderly Pool
Wwas established at bage composed of gpeei:lly trained nurs
oidgrlggs whoirlew in ail A i : -
Plete first-aid equ nt, including oxygen~;iv anparatus,
this theatre, duoqtopgga ﬁountulnoua Raturc .f the terrain, port
able oxygen ( Juipment proved :ssential and undoubtedly scved many
lives .

The CAEUs in forward areuas were als: responsible for the
of f-loading treatment and conveyance >f casualties received direct
from the ba{tle line §n 1ight airoraft. These aireraft proved
invaluable in évacuating casunlties I/rom clcarings and sm:ll strips
in outlying regions,

The degloynent of CAEUs was arragfel in advance by Head-
Quarters CCTF/232 Group in co- peration sith the irmy formations
‘8erved, through Hea uarters .ray Air Trans) rt Or%anisatian.
This procedure functioncd satisfactorily thr ughout the canpaign,
and a total of 130,000 casueltios were evac: “2d, with only one
death in the air ana the loss ‘ue %0 bad*we: 'Lir of Jne aircraft
carrying 24 casualties,
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Ground and /1% g _in the Field,

No outatd‘hiug medical problems arosc in this matter,
Ficld sanitation was employec throughout an< the main discases
were Amoebig D sentery, Bacillary Dysentery :nd Malaria. These
diseases affected zround-erews and flying porsonnel in an equal
manner, Food conditions werc at times procarious, and person=
hel lived on half-rations in m2st of the forward area for short
periods, but this did not produce any markc’ effeet on either
their physical or mental condition, Multi-Vitamin and Suppress-
ive Mepacrine Tablets were taken daily by all personnel,

3. Eﬁﬁgmmﬂnﬂﬂ£12ﬂlr
a) Establighment of CLEUs,
The Officers Commanding all CAEUs were Flight Lieue
tonants, Whilst this worked satisfactorily with some of the
- Army formations concerned, it led to some friction with others
as the Officers Commanding CiEUs ranked below the most junior
officers in the D,D.M.S, Officc - il.e, Maior. Close direct

-~ liaison had to be maintained personnaly with D.D.M.S8, and
Officers Commanding Forward Medical Units,

Also the Officers Commanding the Indian 8taging
Sections working in econjunetion with the C.EUs were Senior RAMC
Captains despite the fact that they were under the control of
the Officers Commanding the: who were in most instances
Junior within their rank %o the icers Commanding the Indian
Stnging Sections, It is therefore stronzly recommended th
Ehe Officers Commanding Us should hold the rank of Squady ..
gader, '

b) Adreraft.

Throughout the campaign C-42s w. re the chief aircraft
enployed for casualt{ evacuation but in emc:;encies C-46s were
also used, The earlier 3{23 Dakota had mectal bracket rittiggs

-~ which, while serviceable hew, became broken and wapped after
- repeated use, This at times caused comsidcrable delay in lo

-~ ing and unload of stretcher casualties. The Dakota (uark I¥)

h:d webbing fitt in all cases. _This typ. of fitting prove

much more serviceable and was easier to loa’ and #nload., The

Dakota aireraft with its capacity for ecarrying 18 stretcher ar

30 walking cases, proved i1deal for the purposes of casualty evage

untion in this theatre,

©) 4ir_smbulapceOrderlies Eduipment.
4s already stated, R.A.F. Air Anbulance orderlies

flew with all alreraft, 'and in this connection two points are
worthy of note i-

(1) The air ambulance orderlic: should be
regarded as part of the crew of the aireraft,
and should be given flying pPay and some badge
of distinction, Théy should'also have the
acting-paid rank of Sergeant in this trade.

—
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(11) The equipmont earried by tha Grdsrlies
gonsistad of 3 panniors - one comtai essen-
tial firgteaid equipmsnt, includin: bed gaus
085 8%Cy; one eontatning food an
OX7gon 'STpATAtUS OOMDI0%0 FATH prossurL. meas
IAYEORN (-3 - Qompleote w eS8Ure ga
flow meter and magk, This app&rpgtus shos;lgggé
on the genonal charge of the Orderly as he is

all- 8 responsible for its sorviceability.

i eaatiis _RDE €3 LGN,

A pool of these should bo held a all forward CAEUS.
Thig pool, should be maintained b{ the RASC =nd blankets should
by flown from bage as required at the Army's request. .

Ra Neaigal Liataon Officar,.

Ono RAP Medigal Offiger would ! .vu proved invaluable
as_he would have boen able t: naintain llal:.n with the 4 and
RAF Modioal authorities conc.rned, It was found that the

ha? 14ttle 4dea of f£lying ecn'itions and tynes of easualtios
thot could be evacuated with sufety by air. This officer c.uld
also advise Officers Commandinz Medieal Units on all matters
cmcemzng_ g conditions, and maintain liaison with Officers
C-iumanding CAEUs and their cuntrolling RAF Group,

£) Batlong for Airorowy.
A8 wag %5 be axseoted rations or reofreshments were
n:t available -on the forwar landf.ng gtrips. In future cam=

At e ool o i el Bl ST
CE] ] ‘ ) me, and an attemp e mads %o
provide hot swae g:a on tha 4108,

g) Qxyhen.

Shortage of RAF equipment, go rmarked throughout the
campaign, made it not al gaesible to provide all aircrews
with oxyzen - despite the fact that bad werther and mowntainous
terrain quently nocessitatod aircraft h:uving to fly at oxygen
heights for long pericds, .

) It 1s absolutely assential that oxygen be available
at al) times for Trans: orglgrawg 4n this theatye. It is not
congidered an essentt suxgiy for paggengera. It would, howe
ever, be of groat benefit if, in addition t. 1 built-in mgg,

rovision could be made for su;tsﬁ,{:ng four l.ads for cas Se
he present portable oxygen ->utfits, althou h they saved

lives, are cumborsome and wel:hty and ean normally supply o

two people. It is gonaiderecd t a buili~in, supply on the
lines suggested could lead to an eventua' decrease in the woirht
of the equipment carried, i
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ods of trol, of Treoranokt Q%rcragg
oI/ 2 ; . 2ppiog Zones.

The advanced landi: - grounds uscd for supply bnses
by thc 14th Army cnn be divided 1luto two g oups :-

(a) Two strips, approximately 2,000 yards long,
each endinz in =an unloading bay built to
accomodate 30-40 nireraft on t!. ;round at
onc tima,

(b) 8in:lc strip, often Sut from p idy, with
on: unloading bay or aprom, c-..ible of
accommodating 26-30 alreraft p.r hour.

1. scthod of Control of the abovy Adrficlds

() Take offs and landin s werc respectively S-N and [1-8,
=~ 2nofs§rip being uscd for each purpose, hence - 'low of clock-wise
4 traffic, -

Heavy overlow traffic was parked ~long the sides of
. the strips where thuy were eithor unloaded or scat later to =n
unlond'ng bay. In this manner it was not too difficult to
handl: 350 aireraft daily on the ‘ouple strip, the govurning
€2 factor being the unloading facilitics.

The Control Power w:.s positioned t. gilve thu muximum
view of the field at any one tim.. Alrcraft, :1ita the execption
of fi hters, were controlled by i/T and, in th. ovent of failure
or lack of ﬁ/T in the aircraft, c.rtridged and .ldis Lamps wcre
always avallable. Fighters wer. controlled by the Control Tower
with ~n Adlis Lamp. Sorties by  ighters werc notified to the
Contr:l Tower beforchand and thi: :nabled the Control Staff to work
the fighters into th: traffic stv..m with tie 1inimum delay to
fight.rs and transport aireraft.

Direct telephone co . unication wes kept with all
major points on tho airfield, incliuding the M. .0. and Squadr n
dispersals,  Signals facillticec consisted of . cal V.H.F.,
6440 chonnel and point<to-point. The latter -as particul »iy
useful since, if an aireraft was ,ut of range of its basc an. a
diversion became nagessary, the ...ssage could b. flashe ' in code
on point-to=-point and relayed by R/T from another stati.n on ™0
ailrer- ft's route.

American type eleetric flarepaths wore install.!

O oon th.;2 fields, particular attention being p i1 to obstructions,
etc, It was a‘soluteii essential, in wiew oi ‘the large amount
of tr ffic, that th: cxisting circuit and grov:i’ procedurcs
were utric%ly adhercd to at thesc fields.
=31~
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b) On the sccond type of rield other difficulties arcse =
the single strips worc oftem constructed in . matter of a:
how.-.sI by the 14tn Army enginc.rs assisted Ly CCTF engine .rs,
Th. sites chosen were, in man; instances, sun-baked paddy
fi 14s which wer: quickly lev.lled, dimensi.us 2,000 by 200
yao s approximat.ly, After ti. first day's usase the whole
fi'1d would be covered, an inch deep, with = fine dust; at a
pen . period a dust cloud some 200 feet high was a common
occurrence, - This dust cloud n:de the movemcnts of airer:ft
a h-zardous affuir sinee it pr.vided a good range marker f r
en ..y shelling. The dust, :purt from causing mueh zen: ral
di.-omfort, also tended to gel into zireraft engines, despite
all precauéions.

Little c uld be done i. combat the dust on the very
forvard strips as no water was available, 014 engine -il
wes used but was not satisfact ry, At Akyal a pumping
arr.ngement was <.t up and se~ water was spr.yed over the
fi.ld more or lcs; continuousl s during the day. At night 214
e ‘ne oil was put over the lu.ding are: and rolled in with a
motor roller. 1his notewort!, successful cffort to maintain
ai.’ield serviccability assistod in keepins up the movements
of nireraft to 12,000 per monti,

There w:. usually onl, :mne unloadin : bay and aircraft
landed in the di..etion of th. bay, turned ff, unloaded, and
whcn ready for +.ke-off taxied down to the <nd f the rum -~
whore 1t could Le run-up without delayin, other aireraft co .
1.n__ in to land .

Control was once afaiu by R/T, with emergeney equip=-
meint should airceaft R/T fall. Again, whore possible, -n
Aun.rican type el .ctric flarep::h formed part of the Flyin:
Control equipment,

The En’ineers gave =: :stimate of the number of air=-
cr-i't the airficld eould takc nd a rear bas: controlled the
£l..i of alreraft, at the samec time getting the maximrm usa e
fir a2 the field. ' A strict R/T watch had to be kept Ly all
airceraft for any nlterations, duc to enemy intervention,

These fi.lds had man, obstructions znd it was of
primary importa:.:e that Flyin: Control kept them well marked,
by Jlay and niglht.

The Flying Control T:ums were in n> way combatants,
an. they were rcsponsible only for themselves if directly
attacked and for the destructim of 21l scer:t docwuments ~nd
equipment,’

2. Gontrol Over Dropping Zon :.

The for:. of lay-out »f a DyZ. aud its dime:nsions a.
1:14d down in an .rmy pamphlet! vere used by CCTF for S. 0.
op :~ations. Evxch D,2, = sonotimes there wore five or six
within half a mile of each .tli.r - was identified by a _round
strip of two letucrs, -
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« . 1t was found best tu atagger airoraft arrivals at D.Z:..
at cwo to five minute intervals e a longer v ghorter time being

“ﬁi"" according t the number ' aireraft taking part in the opere
ati N0,

-, Alreraft adopted aeroé: ame cirguit procedure, conforme

in: to the pattern of the lsading aircraft - this was satis-

factory. ops were begt made 1 £00 feect where pasgsible

five or gix runs be‘!.ag negaegsary %o drep a load of tona. Five
a .

ts seven eontain.rs a time vwere dropped 'n a D.Z. gome 8Q0
yards long.

".‘hough }/? contact with und parties was attempted,
when comuunicati ng had been cstablished, it seldom provided ,
ef.sctive oontrol. This was maindy dus to “h» ty of
the D.Z8. to eaci: osther gince traffic on &n.: ..2. wag drowned
by the traffic o the others.

The only form of control that was anywhere near of c-
lont was with usc of Verey cartridgcs, us .J in uccordance w. . . .
pri-apranged codc, BEven this was m€ 1C0f offcctive gince trees
an’ vegetation ften screened the buraing c-rtridges on the ground,

Crews wcre geldom unablle to logat. the D.2s. n: aatter
how bad the sitin: had to be - zround forccs vere not aluays
able to chose., During the monsuog it was found that a D.2.
safsly sited becamc dangercus to find in lov vigibility - a
small hill of evcn 2-300 feet made a low level search Aiffie-
ult and hagardous,

The spliteload technique, often us:d in CCT:', wus
found to be extremely useful. "he dropping lond was placed im
the aireraft last, drogped en-route to a furward airfield thus
brinzing the all up weight of the airc-aft within the prescribed
limits for landing st the airfield. o

Durin: the pre-monsoonr period airfields oftea lLocame
unsaorviceable during night to last rrobably 6=10 hours
according %o the .mount of Pain fallen. Whoa this happened
the early mornin: sorties used 2 D.3. situnt:l eloge o thu

girﬁem thereby :aintaining the tonnage roquired fop the ~ire
(Y ° . .

3. Eguipment ) Paggonnol.

It 1s pointed out that all British S4rnals equipmeu.

*

usad for the purposé of flyin: control was nt Ly any means up

to the standard £ that loyed in the Unit 1 Kinsdam. The

grimary causs. of this was shortage of su’table equipm.at

uz;aéns ortable byinu‘;ﬁ The un:l‘.y ?aa aﬁd a.:-.bletfrem ca%c:ms
v Burma was via the Mang; joad' - a Journuy taking a

up t3 28 days. Furthemsrgu:hia road was, ~3 has already bsen

". mentioned elgewhere,in a very bad state of repair, and con=

sequently all equiruent and vehicles had tc undergo a major
overhaul before taking part in -perations. :
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ardson with the British, the Agorfesn & ’
eguapmt m :ﬂ ortable and 5 oxecllent gual w.
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houtthewholeofmo aign there wap a

1: wuatablo ahoggaee of RAP uappngaom Tho Amope

ic ns used seven LACS ?em while the Elomont of CCIP had
™ cnly three ing oontrelled Te- nammph under-staffed in

pura and aighu Iraffic Toama, cach eonsisting of ono ;
of'icer afd thros Atrfiold Gantro Sliers,  Tho Traffte Toams |
wero atta 4o the gr 49 oxtra porscnnel tor tho
bado) o:l.dl. L8 somo or thoso forward uirfields vmo anly
opon for thres duys, the l'raft‘io !em wers ve usa fop

15 king ofber than tho Pirat nivoreft
.. u with a cou’mgnd ot m wgﬂane). and Mua Lomp and
e  Inthe boalk pordcd, uleven CORP £ rward aisfioldn P
| worv| in u. ond a ons $imo Rovep more than sven eyar P
i" o ,,é;ga“g N8 Egm' e done 5s ShrTAOuLLyy Soatrol C
: o W y ! |
and, ‘ this aireraft was ruudy to leave, nnothor one toak

OVUI‘ ‘ °m ’

| The marahall of viroraft was «.
BORu, some of whon m&we trnsn in this v.ck gnd ﬁhg
woll 'under supervision but sem. ca.'l. spoakin ' their hand 41%

t woro ot al ua tar pnnca. In spite . .
© B R el s ”m@ :
aco .
attributed %o tirodness’as o gesul of maaaw R:c ktag o,
bocang verdtable hakepy ovens in tetperatur fron 100 ¢
-~ tv 116 degrees on tho gsound, .
Fron orionge gain: d tt :le sﬁrcn reeummnded :
Aegnt plans ghoul epre §° r i \
. ei’

%o tho
an AACS Toaug, w:lth a senaanel eemprﬂs‘&ng a
GontroL ¢ Citiio nd § 11 16 Sontwolions,, Tt
a0 a able
Amor e§n should be mad g avallable gﬁe RAF, since 122

ues for 1,600 dnofmmrut is only 2 Oﬂ&
1bs. ' It was toun& eﬁhgnhiu ’

aftor upemuoe, coula bo la:L I{ u threc
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Sl e Sl satione

On the “ormation of C:IF Headquart s the existin -
81 .als seteup, 's left behin Ly the 3rd " .tical Alr F.rce,
we a8 follows :-

At Conilla there was = smoothly ruwrning and well
or ' niged 8ignals Centre., T!1: Signals C.atre was s:rato -iee
ally placed on the trunk land-line route fr Calcutt.., nuar
whore it sglit ol turned Nort!: 5 Imphal and Tulihal, and
South to Chitta: a; and Cox's . -zaar.

Fixcd ¢ amunieations 'y land-line + Caleutta (7 st

o~ ern iir Command), to Imphal (Murdquorters, (21 Group), ar- to

Cox's Bazaar (Ho:lquagters, 2 Qroup), wnd t) various i.t.r=

gﬁgiizgkatations, were all bockod up by zontinuous or st:niby
8. :

- Telephcii. eircuits e:isted on a eo 1 user basis to
all Centres, and 'lthough specc': was usuall  1ssible to -11
thes: Centres, « idgh priority sas requir:d . commectior was
to Lo ensured during working | urs. Bef>r 0800 hours :.nd
af't. r 2000 hours there was nor -1lly no @ifficulty in getting
th:.uih immediat.ly, a fact wh.ch was a gr. .. advant.ge t-

Co .nt Cargo Tasi. Foree Headqu rters.

The air-.round organ--.tion was bus 1 on the us. f
th . 1221 Group un’ 224 Group B...oer Strike I'i quencles. /. /DF
S8t Lions were er.oted, workin n the apgr-nriate frequernc ’
(<15 KC/8 for - statlon with. the 221 Gr .. ares, and 7G0
KC/.: for a 8tation in the 224 .roup area), .s Squadron: in
th. early stages normally 1ift:! from a bas: to a forwar:
- ar . entirely within the main .ceu of one f the two Groups,

3 th. arrangement w.us a very satlisfactory on. for all coneurned.
Al! nailn Stations gave and pro 4 on enemy - ireraft warni: s
or #/T on 6270 Ki/8, and all :.ircraft kept +tch on the !l/I
Sct 8CR 274 on t!ilg frequcnc{. With the 1i. ited Stat ons used
an”lfgebiimited vower availabl this wehiev iant is cons!. ! red
er.lltable,

-

The chuln «f Command wns partieuloriy vague with
rcourd to 900 Win: which was . Lginally bas.. at Agartal.
an’. later moved Lo Comilla. mhil Wing admi. lstercd a
as far as possible eontrolled, ~11 CCTF Squ:. rons which - &

T - -

th.t time were 1l.cated at Agartrla and Imph ..
With tho arpdval of t. . new CCTP £ Arons, however,
th- position ‘becnme more than ¢ 00 Wing coul pe with s: t1is=
foeuopily., Somc Squadrons w - operatin: - o Stations vlich
- hu' no base HF/D' Stations, : when 221 an 224 Groups .:;an
to uove forward iqking thelr ¢ wmunication © rminati ns with
thoi, the RAF Elv.ent of CCTIF had neither t.. purson.el n v
th. cquipment with which to replace them.
~35- ,;
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Lt this. Jm':cture the imepican 3rd Combat Cargo Squadron
@

at lulibal, who wore al batter provided with quipment and

eraggue:l. thednsg‘%gsned toxg:u".tzol the new %ﬁ

qu+drong there nn 80 affeative: 18 noteworthy

ths hifh power R/Ttprovided by the American . Alrways Commw
a

B e L —y

unication 8ysten guve them the utuos confidense, and
' aircrew were alm:st wnanimous in oxprassin: their oeference of S
. this form of R/r control, l o

, . {
Tho rel- i!7ely high |:wered R/? used by the AACS at all :
8t tions made th. R.P %ﬂ Ggset hopelogs inudew te by compare :
ison. Phe fact that the SCR 27¢ or aquivalent 8¢t had not

becn authopised i>r RAF losal uirfield eontrol probably did mape

har:wft_otRAF 81gn: 13 and Flyin;: Coatrol prestige thanr any othep

on: faet. ’

A8 8oon 13 wag praeticable 8 Signals Staff Officer of
/@ th: RAP Element :f CCTF went t, the ¥ area to inspect the
two new Bquadrons. Ag a result of visit 1t beecame ovide
eat to C Headquapters that the affict °f these Squadrong
was being hampereci lack of 8i;1als spares, cient
personnel and by ina equate charzing arrangements,. It is
- gg:‘nted out, how.vor, that the charging pogition did mot arige
“ugh any fault of the Squadrong; batteries had become unser-
viccable due prinarily to over.uge through l-ck of roplacements,
and more than once it was found necesgary to cloge down W/T
servicing d4ue tu this eause.

At this time newswas roceived that CCTF woulgd shortly
be ruinforeed by two Molile Transport . NS¥s wag .
very meleome to CCTD Headquarters who re o8 that with their
arrival a 8ignals >rganisation would be avall-.ile on the suop ° .
to provide tg:’a vury neceaaarz commmnateations, to re-organize !
- the sxisting d-line gitwation, and to be responsidble gener- A o
ally for all 8i:n:13 arrangements im the Imphal Plain when 2°- A
Group Headquarters moved forward, S

-In dus cwsc 341 Moblle arrived.  The 8iznals
Bection, ineludin; eq;zl.pment and aﬁ'ngersmul econsisgted of 1
81-nos Offiser. There was an e 111 t for telephonists !
only but nomng was held, 4t this Eotat CCTP Readqmmsa who -
had eintinpally asked for érsonnsl and equipment, dacided that :
the Bignals Gentro »t Comilla would have %o be Feluscs oo . :
vory bare 3 Watoh buais in ordsr to mgw a nucleus to the |
(C.  Wor. The Wing itself had undertaken to ‘gerounge’ and improe !
Nov_rehetoaary, Decosaazy to pr 13y by Shom Gty panscations.  1s
ovirtReless Bastirn ozmnn T ) t1: :
Sonirolled, electo: to withdruw & Bumber of the Bizmals Contes
Spcration Wit Saraont e Cobton B 13?3 aEETavatog & °au§1§fmg i
opcration wi 21 apo ich mupel ave ;
e gy K yegk N *
aware severe gtrai aced on CEj :
the:l.g cmltmeataemf:feaaed. It 18 a fact that at this time
much 8ignals aquipment was avolilable for uge in varsous perts
of India, and, furthermore butysen 800 and 1,000 8ignals pere
sonn:l wg:: i.:c:gsafat 8 g e duhgs ugzgignals mﬁega :hg&tgg-
ever, ° + Torward areas "1t1n¢.’ ; Fosour !
hein‘,;‘ fngher and further strotchad in a replilly expanding
orgunigation, :
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By t.is time 342 ..ohile Wing hq2 z-.rrived‘hand its

81.'2418 porsonncl were -.dentic-". in strengtt to 341 Wing, with

tho oxeeption of .ne aduiti~n: ! Telephone 0. - .tor.

The .ir 8taff of ¢ 1bat Cargo T.. . Foree had aw
workyd out, in ¢ .junction wi.. the 8ignals Laction, a uystem
of c:ontraﬁsed c.:trol which '..oy were amxi''s to put into

ractiea. The .zericen air-ground freguw oy £ 5400 £C /0

a? beoome more and more erowded and Wwag .ending to enorocaech
on the airewarnin, frequency ¢ §270 KC/S. Tis frequaency
wa3 theregi bacoEing nere%g;a swoond gir-g:ouudigrequagsy, and
eon:c el 8y Jor pwpoge £o leiv
B IVRRTTo%): Malaf 2 208,50 Wiy 18, yas, dea[gne,
Was nccordingly - aultitude of :ramsmitters ..t up on 6270 KC/S
¥hich, through e:.3:gsive enthu:.asm and ggor '/T digeipliqn,
werc causing furtasr trouble. U.fatuna ly the greatest
offonders had the mcst powerful transmitters.

It wos thorefore Aucided to eall all transmittoers
off 3270 KC/8, oraept one aset ' be controi..d from 281 uroup
Pilt.r Room, one st to be gontralled from - . Group Filt.r
Rouri, and one set to be uged b," 800 in C.milla £ : the
purpose of giving tesat calls and rovi 8 a nonitor waten
for Combat Cargo 18k Force Heauquarters,

821 and 724 Oroups ackno.leuged thair
rosponsibilities .n this matter and agreed to sot up 71180
Transmitters o 6270 KC/8. Unforéunately, however, efrective
air varning® was niver provide. singe 22 roupts Transmi-t.r
remained 0o far in the rear t- zive eapy enough warning to
aireraft ir the f.rward areas, =nd 821 G:-aup, who l:‘e‘{t thoir
warning get{ well f rward. were always having J1£f1 with

thelr power suppli.s anc rarely nroduced any -r-nsmission audibdle
to tho monitor st-tions at base. It will I readily appruciated

that this gituati.n 4id not ten’ to ancour 18- onfidence i..

RAF. 8ignals, anc uoth the RAF 114 USAAP prei..cred to lisuven oug

to tho American ai.-ground frequensy of 5400 “C/8 which did
at lonst give audivle communications,

It shiuld be noted that o 188 of radio countore
measuvres was on a: extremely linited seale a1’ sougioted

mer-ly of attempts 1: "} " >f frequenci... Thege at‘aapts
howcver, never re: thed gerious vroportions 21.v did they noticeahiy

affect our operati.ns,

"In eariy March two Moblle 8ignale Units, the iirst
of n number recently formed arrived in Calout:a. fhe were
Just in time to bo shipped to Axyal and theruby prevonted 341
Win, being strandsd without son~inigations. The Wireless

Oper:tors came dir.st to Comil)- and on arrivel wure found to Be

ver: inexperience.. They were "“%%X&é"‘-’ oIS Ve nut
and wgea the§ wan' spala vt
::a:ﬁ:g ;:ogo ggﬁ‘&?%s having regar’® both to their menarimoe'

and to the faot that they were using equipment on which thay
had not previously worked,

Mobile Signals Units continued stiaddly to arriva

and by the end of ,pril GOCTF/E32 Group was, as far as quantity
was cgnoamad, in npmch more s..llsfactor;: pcsition with regard

to persomnel and cruipnent. The Wirel .8s Oparators, although
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vor oxporiencud and, aot wanaturally, oxtremely tiored with
{r unfartunate eﬂe:"teacea at Sanbpa, "Bevorthetoas raptaly
improved, Egg oardier situation, Ihef'aby alroraft oporaters
confidencg in their counter-parts on the ground,
was now o ed uad the futuro appeared brightor.

By this ‘timo 232 Qroup had devolopod itg own VWT Atp=-
around Organisation, m.:gts ‘wera coagucted in striot w/%
ei.‘l:qme, exeopt in emergency, and it was possidble to have all
RiY airoraft on the same :‘regom, 4470 KC/s. Comilla, Lkyad
and RamPao all had KF/D¥ Stations on this froquamcy, ami thers
was therefore ovory opportunity available for a tfiz! to be
SEEE:“ on any ireraft in distress in the cvemt of its none

This frequency was found to be gatisfactory, excopt in
the immediate vioinity of Imphal whore there was bad gcraoning.
It had paver been ggeaibla to nove tho 8ignals Centre from
to Tulthal due to the pepmancat nature of the ower. supplies at
Imphal and to the lack of any ythers at Tul: .

The dircotion of supply had aow completely altered. -
Most f%tghta no lonigs began, s aﬁ:} and onded in one Group
area airoraft ariably too £ in tho 224 Group ~rca and flow
and hew over the hills into 221 G: area and back again. By
the time the monsoon was dua the use of the air warning frequoncy
had been altered almost entively from its original main function
of on airoraft warning %o its subaddiary function of emergency
metoorologigal warning, ¥%ith the dimtnishin: danger of onemy
aircraft and the inoreasing cdung:r from bad woatheP conditions
messages begame fer mope fraquont and at th: ond of Hay whon 224
Gi'oup waadwghdrawn from the 1§ne and tgeggoc‘. to I.ndt:, tﬁ?
alregroun qQquoncy was handed ower waa ap
their main operat!.oia). bades batween 4470 anm Kc/g.

Frequent meteorological broadeasts were made in an
attompt to offsot the danger of aireraft losin: cammunication
in bad wea conditions, Hoferenge has anlready been made
in Chaptor to the offeetivoness of VHF ia respect officteor-
olozical broadeasts yat inbpitc gg early pruniges of all aire
oeraft boing o ctely fitted with VHF the time of tho
monsoon, only wore so fittud duws to shortuge of equipawnt.

Referenca t hore bo made to thu American ALCS T:.c-

‘tical Gontrol Toams for forward airfsolds, mention of

which has eady been madg in Chapter X. These teams were
well thought ouit, contained axvoriemced anc keen ﬁgaomel,
wory welleogip o8 inol } vury sound powcr suppii R and
ovod extramely euoccos o hen the Amoricans left Burma
gﬁey naturally eotad the R.F to 8. an equivalent.
An ezn!.valent Ugﬂ was suggestod but it was not tggi:lsﬁ.l:ﬂ;e to
provide from oxisting resourcos, and, owin: to long and
conplicated aystun of gontrol in Indlahit is admitted that
th.re was po chanco of rageiving then in ting for the purpose
for which thoy wuro intonded. Whos aventu: 3y wore
protuced, thd equipment was £ar $00- cumbers..ig, ba packgga
anc msﬁr arrivud unsorvieoaivlae; the power s ;

R erions
the wholo concern depended weru 'ureliable and personnel
wore inexperienc.i, :
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When the Amaericans did finally deggrt thoy were induced
- %o agree to leave their major MP Beacons bohind but not their
tactical teams, and it is a mattar for very considerabie thought
that by the mi&dlo of June there was still not one forward field
ngvén communication with bagse dus to the reasons outlined |
Dur July ACSRA displayed gome iaterest in transit times
of signals :ﬁ as g result signils pass through 232 Group
giiﬂafs Centre wor
0

¢ sorutinised and offorts were made to reducs
the transit time and all unnecessary traffie.

8quadrons were now beginaing to roport a more gatisfactory
state of affairs with regard to radio alds. The most gosular
facility was the M7 Boacon, this be %guct interprotod aid.
i

.+ e T

. Base airfiolds now possessed VdAF /0P, Buroka Beacons, P,
Boacons and Tower Control, while forward girfiolds were schoduled

. @  for )P Beacons an¢. Towsr éoatrol only. If, hiwaver, it w-s

[ gnvisaged that any forward airfiolds would at some time in the

futuroe be used as ermanent fields, the long term poliey was to £it
-~ then a8 base alrfioids. ' 8 poliey

Shortly b:"re th~ cal o° the Japa.3se wus Motcorologicul
®  Dbroadoasts, arrangad in UCOPIL (dot. codn) wouo put out at twice-

hourly intorvals on :he aireground channels and algo from MF Boacons.
The times of the broadoastsvare staggered go that a broadeast was
bein; made every 5 or 10 nijiytes.

; ?mang. ut 1s pofnted out that towards the end of Way

; authoritz had been received from ACSBA for ths uge of HOR 274 8ots

for airfield contrsl, and éuring the interinm gauod paok-gots

wore manufaotured locally and zrovaa satisfactory. Doapite tho

:ggeigttof this authority, it is nevertheless n faot that up to the
o)

he Japanese war not one S8CR 274 8et had bsen received through
the normal channels of supply. :

Bﬂw ' 4
The foliowma racommsndations aris made:- '

| 3y (a) Bquipmont intonded for use by Air Transportable Units
ahouldqttaelt bo air transportadble. This means that i
should bde light and ocompaot for ease in atr movezent, and
) at tho same timo robust in order to gtand up to the roughsr
—~ hand)ing it will peceive by virtus of its mobility.

& (b) :rmgort alroraft gshould be complotely fitted with
VHP, At tho momoat, a large aunmber of erouzlamraft are
thus fitted, dut replaceman: airoraft ary still arriv
without this eq“%ﬁ':mvﬁé As thass oftua replase airar

p

ggg&.ﬁtted, ositicn can conceivably deteriorats

|

(o) 8ignals Begtiocns should at all times ds kept up to

aa%anighed atrongth, thoredy preveatinz undue. gtram on I

overworked persoanel, Every effort should also be nmade to

ensure t the dalivery of oquipment vital $o the nrogweas

of operaticns is net at ;ng futurs %imo gaerificed *or the !
a 1

sako of progorving the status gquo at rear Units hundreds of .
miles from the forward areas, ¢

(@) It 45 of vital importance that thers should bo good
land line communications between Growp H.Q. and lis

w3I0n




-May 1046, and th-a only

I% is desirablo that more detailed information now ba

givon on all aspoots of the Radar manusoﬁu‘; which was

tied u; th the Signals organisatien, Mention of certain

1 conmagtion el oyarouey boct. mad 1n cerlisr chapters and
- aspec , - 1

agpreaiata all the difficulties @mtmd ﬁgsa a camplets

plcture is given,

A Radar O2figer with the rank of Flizht Licutenant was
one of the first CCTF 8taff Officers o arrive at Cemilla pree
ced the arrival of the main body of officers by several woeks.
He had the advantuge of havin; coeme direet frem 38 Group with
experience in Airborne work. At this stage, no aormsl facilit-
1es for work wore available, nor were there any records of past
work on the S8quadrons, 8 officer then procgedsd to sat up
an offige asslsted by 900 Win;; Radar Officer and this task was _
achieved by beg. inz and borrowing from neighbouring units. an
initial visit wos made to the oquadrons at Lzartala and Imphal
Vaﬁey,uwuohtrevgaled an agute lagl;c:{a:g;t equm gpare
main o and personnel - parti experl . pargon~
nel RCOs. It glso rovealed that there was little knowladge
in the Rebecca-Zureku field of dadar. :

Bfforts wore first turuod to Euwrela Base Beacons of
which there were too few and those in eperation were mot
rellablé due to the lack of stund-by e&ﬁnmeut guttable
supplies and efficient maintenance. axiahng ins Lo
ions were thorou hly overhaulud, reinforged and made to work
on n fixed time r:sis with a raguaat peried to cover the
rem.inder of the twenty hours (for those thut could not be put
on continuous opciation).

The. supply position was then attaoked and Headquarters
Eastern Alw cmmdn:ere requést.d to nagotiate for the supply
or produotion of beacons to cover the needs of CCTF for buge
and forward airfiolds, In spite of repeatod requssts, however,
these boagons wero not anpgiud in workable quantities until

preasure,

- 29 ogver the interim puricd, CCTP succeeded in repaire
ing the old beacons and in son: cases beagons wore made from
American I.F,F., Suts (BC 966A Neceivers), whils a small aumber
of installatiens were obtained from Na. 5 B.8.D, for new bases.
Great Aifficultics were 8till oxperienced in obt ng sultable

.and reliable power aupp:l.iep.

Due to the previously vareliadble nature of the Robecea
Eurcka system in the Command, it was found nacegeary to prova
to the gators that the syatom would work and that it acould
ke rolicd » It was deeldod that the best method would bo
to staet with tho Bage Ho Boacons and work oud ts the fore
ward a4rfields nud later to the Asmy supply dropping portable
Buruka boacons, .

Aftor a suort time the 3age Bureka Beaconsg were on a
good feoot and it was possible to ensure : maximum use of
all available Radar equipment either Amspican oF British.
Although d results were obt:ined on the Base Bureka Beacans,
it vad not pogeible to provide a verz extensive and. fully
rellable service dua to the equipment and manpower ahortazes

élrcady mentioned.
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Eureke .ieagon installations at forvward airfields were
m;in%;erovided till as late as June 1845 Beacon: owned by
the F but ofton operated o1 maintained the RAF. This
system worked quite well but was :!gln spoilt by lack of oguig-
nent in the forn of stand=by ingt ations, shortage of reliable
power supplies, mechanie defielences, untrained mechanics and
shortages ~f su!tuble test equipment.,

To add io the difficulties, when the new Squadrons
wrrived earli in 1946 they wore even rore poorly Radar oquigpcd
than those alr dy in the arcas Somc had no test equipmen
wnd thers werc usually lnrga deficiences of Radar rsonnel,
purticularly Orricers and NCOs, This becme a matter of con-
siderablo emb:y *nsment to tho RAF Element ' CCTF.

Difficiities were e¢rporienced in obtaining Raduyr Ser-
\ieing Vehiel: s e 422, but in many cascvs it was gossible
Lo arrange for [he 1ssue of u substitute vehicle. he Ra ~r
Sorvicing vehicles were being manufacturcd in Bombay hy lic .
I'.8.D. and alt)ough a“ter many representations !oaggunrtern,
GUTP/282 Group uni.s were allocated vehiclus on a high priority,
It took sever:. non'hs for the vehicles to reach them. When
© Unit moved, iiure was difficulty in moving the Servicing
Vehiele to the now location. To overcome this, establishment
wction was tak .n to obtain onc jeegager s%undron in addition to
the Radar Borvucini Vehiele, Type . hctgzcgg, bein; aire
transportable, coild thuse ﬂu used to solve ansportation
difficulties. i-.ey were, however, not reccived until quite
lrte in the cannaign and were thus not available durin; the
puriod they we. -most heeded,

Radar vorkshop facilities also causcd many nrobloms,
it bases such 'u Imphal, Comilla, Akyab e*c,, standard Radar
miintenance bu!liings were construeted, iaturally enou;h,
these buildin : were not always ready for the Squadrons on
arrival and diiiienlties wers exporionced with interim accomme-
odation., In come casevs it was not practicul to build standard
R.M.Bs. du. to .he tamporary nature of the airfield,

In some ¢ .ses it was p.ssible to arrunge workshop accomm-
odation in Nis: n or prefabricated huts, but in others the
Units weve forc .d to use tents, These woro not considered
uutiutaotorg i ' rtlcularly under the prev:iling climatic cone
ditions, frnrtw wore mad: to obtain air-! ‘ansportablc pre-
fnbricated hut: for each Squ:dron or a ner nutage of tho
Squadron, but L-zse were found to be unav:.' Lable.

Havin: cleared up m.uy of the earlior difficulties.
offorts were n:.t turned to the use of Eureka Beacons for
supply droppin.; to forward irmy Units., Several attempts ..
boen made to vmuloy Eureka Bcacons for this purpose prior to
the formation of ivndquarters CCTF/232 Group with varying
success. Thou. efforts had been on a sm«ll scale and wore
miinly hampercd by lack of .ouipment and = single efficiocnt
maiintenance or .n sation for the replagement and repair of
such Beacons,

There wer: many discussions with various Headquarters
over the policy for the issuw, maintenance wnd replacement of
ticse Beacons, Unfortunat.ly, the ~»1 that a Beacon Unit
sliould be estul Lished on He: dquarters /232 Group under their
ifull eontrol for the purpesc of issuing, m.intainin; and re-
placing of all “icacons requircd by the lrmv Formatiuns was over-
ruled, The or nisation propord was a similar one to that used
by No., 88 Grouy for the supply of Beacoms Lo the Airborne Forces
for the Contin.nt,
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The organisation acinally authorised was the
formation of Eureka Supply ard Maintonance Dopota (Army) and Na.
. 181 and 18g Signale‘ Wings under 224 and 821 Groups res ivaly,

with a parent feeder E.8,M.D, (A) at No. 6 B8,8.D. -ortmtaiy
this organisation took many months to finulise, whereas it was
folt that the singlo wnit as progoaed by Headquartors GOTF/232
Grou, aould have bsen astablishe quicker and ~mi& have bsen
more sconomical to squip with tost equd; t ¢ . boacons.

At the samo time as these plans wore baeing
formulated, the task of training mermel o usg the
equiprent was being tackled, Badar Officer with the
rank of Flight Licutenant waa £irst loaned o GCIF Hoadguartey .
and later bogame part of tho Radar Staff. This Officer with
two BORs want out to forward Army Units to liaise with and
train Axw personnel, This traintng ramie wag later
extendad when the services of tv- more 0fficers and two BORs
were made tempovarily available t:K CCTP for this purpess.

This training prograume ceeded very favourably
in face of many local difficultiss but ths operational aag:ot
was u.t wholly successful, . Difficulty was experienced
obta’ing at an early date a ﬁBceﬂ.i.czsr from highor anthority .
govern both the Army and alr Porce sesgonaihmt&es, code
lotturs bo used and periods .f operation etc. Sufficiont .
guitable beasons were not available at an garly date to allow
them to be treated as expandable 1t:ms and replaced ag they
became unserviecabla.

In co-ordination with the Bureka programme, the
Rebecca £itting problem was attackad. Aftar soms delay, a
BAFSE! fitting party commeneed t> £it all the unfitted Dultoca
Transport airoraft the theatre. If the task wag to be
comgloted in good time, it would have necessitated several i
parties, but s o:l.an& pargonnel were not available. Here |
trioulty was Rxporienced on Bcr-drons were | } i
Titt party had eompleted its tagk, gince Pitted -
airoraft going back for an inspection were repl: -ad by unfitted
airer~ft, and new airepaft w .1so arrt v Sitted,
The ritting was slov and £ ad to be stopned entirely
3ue ti,oga Command shortage of AN/...N=3 Rebecea Columns
anc . .

A1l this time Readguarters CGT. /292 Group had
been persuing the Rebecea, M& and.Raddo Altimeter test
'oguipment problems with quite go-! results, Ceptain vital
itenms, Py WOre g in very short supply and the pawer
supply problem was partiowdarly acuta.

. The ably
limitad by tho restriection plaeed on the use -f the high range
AN/APN-1 egu ont in Dakota adrcraft. Great diffieulties wese
experienge !gth‘aerial breakages and even after repeated
representations and suggestions, ns modifieation was authorised
in the Cormand, This was disepvointing because it was folt
that, if the altimoter could havu been made to funstion
satisfactorily on both ranges anc the asrial systen medified
to prevent breakages, 4t would have proved %o be a particularly
ugeful piece of Radar gquipment.

In oarly 1946 a requirsment had been raised for )
Mobile Gee ¢haing for Qe t in Burma ¢o neet the Radar o
Navi;:tiomal Aid rpquirements for ologe rinport aireraft of ;
CCIF/232 Group. Thovo Was gonsidgradle o.position to this :
requirement and the chains were n-t forthe ming., - A requiremsnt g ;
was. raised for Loran on a high piriordty; as ths Group had been
provi :uslg allotted the lowest prlmm
was raiged and it wag stated that the was r-quired to be
complotad by the bezinming of th: monsoon, i.e. !ay, 1946,
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The difficulties ¢ncowntered in the fitting of
Loran have alreudy been referrsd to earlier in this Review
and 1t will be ngprooiatod thot trainors and adequate gouar
supplies were no fortheoming at a sufficlently early date
to enable a sound training programme to be 10t unde before
the equipment was fitted, Lireraft were not available for
tr.in flights, Both Navigators and Maintenance
personnel were i erienced with Loran. The limited
squadron Radar serzreinc facilities were alroady strained with
scrvieing Rebecca, and with th. introduction of Loran thoy were
unuble satisfactorily to maint:in all equipment, In general,
thore were too fow mechanics and these werc r.experienced,
8ous mechanics had been sent t- No. 81 Radl Lchool for o
course, but th:g were limited Ln number wnd liad no 8quadron
exnarience on tho equipment. All these problems wore
rojcatedly stressed by Headquurters CCTF/232 Group,

The services of a Radar 0ffiec. r from No., § B.S.D.
Were obtained for some three wooks durding which time he
trivelled to the Squ -drons giving assistance and guldance to
mcchanies employed in servici. - Loran, Later a Loran
expert from England eame on 1lyn to 232 Group. The efforts
of this officer proved to be of great value. By this time
the position was considerably casier but the weather cond: tions
had now changed and the monsoon added to the servieing and
maintenance problems,

Despite these difficulties the bosie organisation
Was now well in hand and the »y was in sight when an
ef'ielent Radar Ser¥¥eing Organisation eoul. be seen nhead,
Towards the end of the campai:n the servieing personn.l were
obtaining rience on 8quadron: which has proved invaluable
an’ the position with regard t, equipment likewise improved,

CO| [o)

The recommemdations already L.entioned in respect
of Signals oquifment are endorsed in toto, It is er
rccommended that, in any futurc campaign involving transport
support operations every effort be made to train servicing
personnel before tﬁolr departure to the forw-rl areas on
posting to a Radar Bortlc!E; Saetion, Be ":re new equipnment
is introduced, efforts should 2lso be mads t eireulate
technical information and :ggvite the Group concerned with
Tec?nici:nl eapable of ing cling serviein; personnel on that
equipment,

-@-




NoeggwE . e

)

The handling of Adr Trnffic at tho tine of tho formagien
of Combat Cargo Task Porea ves vested in a numder of S8tnging
.Poats I:eoated at Asartala, Comilla, Chandinn, Chit ong,

= towards the end of Docambey - Inda

ha y Imphal,
This latter 8tacing Post was formed in ordsr to handle tho very

_heavy traffic and reased loads of m:spuee

dolivered at Indainggallo in the wako

that were

ke
th, Army's advmges

‘Thege atug:lnﬁ Poats ware controlled by the RAP Elemont
of cggat Cargo Tagk Force but manned b&&umﬂa 229
thro 119 and ths difficultiaes a

dopartments, nccassarily influsnced traffic arrangements.
the 14th Army advanoed o into Burma th: nged for more
8taging Posts on forward airfiolds .booams apparent, and early

in January additional ones were gornmed,

stration eauaas

by the complex lnko on eontrol, and which uffected all CCTP

aAs

Thore was, however, soms confwsten over the respons*b-
of the trarfic
on thege staﬂgg: Poots, and some difforences of aopiniaon arose

ilities that woroe to be assursd for the han

ion of the Army as to their rigpeetive respons

more, these forward Staging Posts themselves were initia
.praséed inasmuch as the: xg'ola of coatr v~

'more operation:l! dutias,

Proposals ageordingly went forward in J

ibilities.

and the Forward Airfisld Mzintenance Organigate

Purthere
hard-

passenger and freigh
traffic of internal ALr Lines onerocachked on what might be termed .

for the

setting up of stutie sub-sestions to 8tagin: Posts, whereby

thege, already hosessarily mobnm ba relieve
L4

itional responsibility. —This,

establi_ahmentln:gd Bxgarience had shown th.t the
9q

lishment wag uate both in personnel and

was a marked shortaze of mochanigal transport on 8
4 1ight freight,

and the gwift transportation of beoth heavg and 1

ersonngl and equi, ty was ccoordingly

Felie aofanadd;n
required an inorease
current agstab-

egul t. There
a Egmg Pogts
thraughout

¢ campaign, Towards the eand of ths Japanese War more person=

nel and equipment were bolatedyforthooning,

. Duy P
dutios of t!‘!gg loo

Stazing Posts, a Conforence wns held at Houdquarte

Air Command betwoen the MgA 33 Corps, the LOC
the Dggug Cotimander of Combat Cargo Task Ferc
thate should bs a tgeucdot experimental joint
comning leads (buw! Arnz stores) by No, 6 Sta;t
FAMO, *  THis (. voriemnt wa success

howgy found
full °§& wadertake their suz:;csted regpongid
thenyagread that Ro, 8 S‘M&n'

t duo to lack of pergonnel the

e, It was
g of

abrua, in order te olar the regpective .
al ~w'mm cnd RAP rapt:znmtive?gn forward
T8, Easﬁgn

agreed
ine

Pogt and the
d Guring the short

2l 8
time 4¢ was in :B:ration. ghe Arny Organisation concerned,

waere unab..
< Post should oporate as formally.

exporiment had «risen eut of propesals by Headw

This
uarters 4lliod Land Foreces South Rast Asin suzgesting

that en

orvard airfields receiving supplies for Ar 3 and Divig- |
ions ete, the Ar en tqf‘g;';lngmts wi Wi _and |
ttﬁa Foap ibilities of the Rl.g ggg%t;grgggsumfeprgd ‘to !
n g ghlaun-cenl%::%e inited to the reception K

Ve 8
8ibilitids in
5% perety

R )
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jaing 1
43r Foroe packages 3.,;‘2 gg%e evacuation of casualties. | f
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Ti.: regeption in bulk of all .1-in supplies for Air and .rmy
Formations in the irea was to be the responsibility of the FAMO.
Il same applicd o the dosp:.tch and reception of all leave
Pcrsonnel and to ths handiin; of reinforcomonts, together with
the reeaift and.ddspateh of i.dividual pack-ges by mail on

sp.clal alreraft,

This plun 7as not accuptable in toto to CCTI Headquarters,
At not being considered that tracsfer of rcaponsibility on such
a wide seale would necessari - all round efficicncy,
It was, however. agreed in . .c e that the responsibility for
th. reception or bulk suppli.s, both for th: irmy and the RAP,
should revert to the Army. 1t 13 very unlikely tha the
would have found it necessary t put forward their Rrogoaals d
not the aoute shortage of RLF nersoanel prevented the uilding
up of 8taging Pusts as swiftly as had originelly becn planned.

Neverthcloss, the disc:3sions held batween and RAF
rcpregentatives proved of valu: in co-ordinating existing requirc-
Lnte, and as a rosult eclear ~'t duties and regponsibilities of
Stazing Posts on both and renc and form rd rirflelds wer: outlined.
Thuse responsibilities were uruwn up b CCI+ Headquarters angd are
quéted beclow as . jeneral reccrd of the wWor' done by Sta;ing Posts
up till the timc of thu fall o Rangcon.

B%egin; Posts on Bas: .irfields.

Ths duties and ..o responsibilities of Sta;ing Po. "
at bage airfields were as follows i

a) ggmgcvk in clogest co-.perat’sn with

b)' MaréRallin. :nd dispersal of aireraft
~ . wnder order: of Flygzs Control, excegt
such gasos where ther: was a special
organisation to undertake these duties,
1.e. on certain USLAF bases.

c) 8Seleot of loads in accordance w.:n
instructions isgued by R.‘0 and saiding
of M.T. froa contrel point to laning
adea. (Noha: Load manif:sts ha 0 be
serutinized tc ensure that the wei ht
Wag not excus: ve and tk:t all the%
necesgary pricauticns werc taken cone
cern ho load'ng “f acids and other
valatile stores).

d, To repert suspected rages of tamgg:gim:

. with cantec: or other stoius to
0f{icer Co.iuanding R 40 or to the Cap-
tain of the aireraft eonc:>rned,

e) To supervise the arking -~ B.T. em-
pl:gegeﬁin lowdingpand i -iing aire
. oraft, and to take all pc -ible pre-
cautions to ; ~event damu;. to air-
craft by such vehicles.

f) To supervisec the load: :z of -~ireraft

+ and 10 eff.: : lashinz >f !aads
sxnept whe 8 was dc ' by m'{ng
erevws, ) ’
¢) To engsure s\t adequate .-shinz mate .

erlala, ra'. s, etc, wer: :vailable
‘for (£} above, .

h) 2o supervisc t.s vnloadin; of air raft

with apeci:1 attention to speed s
Prevention -. damaga. . . 491
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! J) icception and 1:3patch of al. reinforecee-
_ roat, leave, .:i repatriatic. personnel
ir. conjunction ..ith the Arzy Hovement
.Contral Sestion or other Ariy Orzanise
ationi The megif:atatig;:aof such papre
sonnel vare undsrtaken Amg aﬂtgr-‘
itle emcept whore seheduleda mail
3P "1738 were congernsd., Tho ragspon=-
sibility of th. Sta Posts wasg to

- e zEEmEeTIaE

check persoan.l em c3ulnat the
ucnifest in ordur to guard a;zinst overe
laam.

k) Rcciption apd dusratoh of casualties

in cases wher: no CAEU sxigted)

i1 conjunctio: vith Army/RAF iledical
=uthorities,

1) G&oception of dospnteh of individual
rnssengers, frol, 1t and mail on
~ epecial or mail airera®t,

m) Hcecotion and ﬂosgatcb of all mailg
in conjunctior . ‘th Army/Rir ‘ail
~uthorities.

- B) i“nif.station o. all ma’ls and freight
; wlth the excep:ilon af Army/R.F bulk
= supplier,

I ©) unsuring thut ~nplaning and - slaning

brys were kert :lear of s.or ~, gale
Vi.ge material. . %¢, as receivud, and
tiut temporary o 7ere accagsible
to M,T. without interferin with the
tovemen of airecrafi.

Stagdn: ).t on For: i itrgields.
: {19 dutles and he cesponsi iilities of St~ ing 1
s Posts on forwarc. airfields w.-.- ag follews - .

f N
a) gg:m;ork in clc:ivs* cowoperation with }

4 [

b) v supervise t .» wnloading cf aircraft,

A, with gpeeial - .tention to 8oved and p.;ge
o vention of drninze to atireraft, It should
— " be noted that ih checlting of loads against

nanifests was undertaken DL v personnel.
where a FAMO or other . imil- organisation
cxisted. Purthermore Ifficoers G

Staging Pogts were no% responsible faop
dotailed allocnSion of labour and ¥.T,

for lo and unlgadii ; purpoges. Any
del.aysaﬁ'-‘gm‘namuad of aireraft ware.

BB, Pl bt o 120, |
s 8inoo the respons QP rg ;
gur?'womd resiad with the U.C. Staging '
080G,

6) &.leet of i0ads in acgor:: nge with _ g

inatructions )ssued by FANMO und guiding j
of ¥.7. frem cortrol point to enplaning
area, .

J me 4 pen . ornofh tias of Bte ) Posts at
o naT ;.- d:e ° %I%hose dertggg by 3taging
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At tho time of the recap
Task Poree was o

8tag Post.

It was, howdver, not considered that RAMO could be
held responsiblc for the stowing and
The Captain of the aireraft, who was
guont}% not in a position to suparvise

an accldent should ocour no diseipl
Conse juenthy
8 or 4Cs Be gelegted from Stasing Poagt
to each ~f 232 Greup'a Squa

They were to bs responsible for

iven on the manifasts
ashing af aireraft,

ore

e taken against
officers and twelve NCO
personnel and attached
form Despatch Scotions,
checking the loads agains
and for supervision of the loading and

eleveniatgglns ngt
A8 woere recelived from He: iquarters
Comnand South East Assa to tho €ffect that tha Allie
andere-in-Chief had decided tha
Posts had now become an unnecess
0 and the Air 8
fore %o bo disbande
by Transport Supplr aireraft,
rraiigg and persorasl wag no 1

of freight.
Toadide mgizgre theve
cadt -
aétten could
1ded that two

¢ tha details

of 8anroon Combat

At th&gagigﬁ,

aAir
(i Serthstm g
Qpera &

the chain betwa--
Squadrons, and that they were therc-
Whore an operation was be

ponsibili
be c:zl‘ritgd out a

e e

This grocees of disbendment of forward Staging Posts -
0

base Staging

By the becinning of 4
Detachmen{s (pass-n_or and fr
Field, located at
agong.

sts remained
of May ar1 continued steadily
surplus personnel bein
of g0 personn:
before the ond of
ated at Hathagari, A
took over the rcspons
with the additional respeonsibilit
of internal Air Lines on bshalf

the formation
b

bilitics of
five Staging Post

gections) remalned in the
» Ramrce, and two at Chitte

unaffectod - commenced at the end

during tie next two months, the
thrown up for re-allogation of duties.
were absorbed shortly
the war :gdthree Static © :3ing Pasts loo=

'hobile 8tag
of sontrolling the operation
117 W,

in Poats
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ROy ALEP 1IANg Pl QPAENISAEL. )

In the plinning for the maintenance of the oparations
in the Swrma campaign it was recognised that in addition to the
provision of tho requisite aumher of transport airoraft, the set..ng
Vp and organisation by the army of a ground matntenanse echelon which
was to vork with the air transport force, would be essential. There
had been no precedent for sueh organisation in any other theatre,
and in faoct, what limited use had baen made of maintenange air wp
to that time had, with the exception of ths New Guinea opera fons

taken place in pl"ev:lous Burma operations. Censsquently the solestion

of officers and other ranks %o control and operate this new
organisation wag made from within the 8.B.A. and India Commands,

Thia und echelon was eallad the Army Air Praasport
Organisation andarted to funetion en 17th October 1844, gg'ma:aﬁec
of a hsadquarters comianded by Brigadiey (then Colenel) J.A. Davsen
and eizht other staff officers and aix Rear Airfisld Maintenanca
Organisations (RAMOs). The Headquarters was situatad adjacent to
the H.7. of Combad Cargo Task Forca/z32 Group. .

This organisation was mtmgetho volca of the Army and
it conveyed to the RAF an expression of Arny's day day ree
quirements, whera they were required, and in what quantities.
8imilarly, the numbors of reinforcenmsats to be flown in or of
seraonnel to be withdrawdfrom tho line were degailed, and it was the
uH of CCTE/232 Group to fulfill these raquiraments to the bast of its
ability. the event of CCTF at any time being unabls to maeet the
exact domands of the Army, AATO Readquarters was informed and the
matter vas referred to H.Q. ALF.8BA., who liaise’ 'ith E.Q. Eastezn
Air Comrand.  In this way the closast understanciag bestwean the Army
and the Alr Poree was maintained.

Tho proxinity of AATO Head nrs hcd another
advantage. Valuablo infuorgation ~cow exchanged between tho
roy and the RAF, on a variety of subjoete. Combat Cargo Task
orce Headguartem Wwas always anxious to lkmow whother supply drops
wore offegtivo and acourae, and likewige the Arny Air Transpert
Organis:tion was eager to receive from CCTF airoraws any commants
concerning loads and equipment. The !rtglneperea £4]1cd in on
8quadrons after every trip ved a valuablo sourse of fnformation
conoern dofeets, faulty loading, le mtameagbgtc. Loeal
] marer ! A S des M o B
aver, 8 foun a ar aul , -

too troquenh AATO Headqwtorﬁag dmmadiately ianformed ang the
nhegessaly aotion takan,

Hove 18 a eal 10 of how Shis aystom workod.
Referenco has alrea'dz en made olsevhers in thia Roview to SEW
Oropping techniquo, but at ene atazoe ugl the oparatiogs specd
paztes ety B s iRl Pl

a 9 or 9

o atiese, o, 0, eisn S s g o Sioelh nt
whon the Q ou' e aire .
bitter complaints og subjoet whioch were m@dmtolz.mm
to tho notice of AATO Hoadquarters, who authorissd tho issue of
loathor gloves.to all aqmzrom wnfil “gmh timo as the wse of the
wicker ponniers could be dispensed vwith.

The RAKOs o ted T situatod ene on each of
tagebaae airfiolds tx'olge s.ht:h M o\t:gggan gpo. .ted, With tho
oxgeption of the throo RAMOR in tho ‘Vallc.: cagh of tho
other RAMOs was affiliated with ¢t al Afr Poroc Wing (or
258.4.5.?. ‘g: t %go ﬂ;nz' forner cuag ‘o on:gge I;ne %ea;g:’argf

et ' oK
airflolds a dotachnont of AATe wag’srooing oo Iuphat |

48

494

ST




bumerical str

~ a sinilap g
r 1st, 2nd and

3
21

(o)

[N R

()

(o)

(a)
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(o)

eﬁ&.ter on of whom were I.dians,
S might appear expensive in berseansl, but in camparison with
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L
£
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e
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8
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gt

. : At the peak periocd gge:a tions in Mapch and
| averaged S0 han the “:'5:3':::‘ uag“ fo Rota that
age ong orag o nota
' gro echolon behind

life tha h'ansmgh force

maeffort-MOMdibama-hada

th of over 36,000 officars and othey mankshthe

On the fach of 1

organisation over a ound L of C cover:
lige maintonance it g:o more ecemealmig

9 role of Headquarters AATO vag to ast as

Th
enta of GHQ - in this cagoe HQ.ALPSLA - in all matters
r%othemintwbymorthetommw
. ®ole was broken do:

m iato the follewingie

(a) igr aceept denands from con:ungr units

Corvs or other hizl.op formations
tic taetiesl air forge Groups.’

(3) In coyjumetion Bith HQ. CCTP (later HQ.

238 Groyp), to gorrelate demands with
sapacity and, if nogegs vy, to refer
demands baek %o Army er Corps for roductian,
gzi trraogaptahle to satiafy HQ. ALFSEA of

8 faot,
7o o tion the ageopted domands within the
oa agm of RAll0s withngrtioular
roforencs tn atook hol nis,
To og:ovido RAMOs with air 1if¢ foregasts
:: 1:\ domlinto commtii;, dggd in

90 anding opr ou
ghugrict:"xs?. ti10 to anowpghen to’wor out

(2] 8.

To onsuro thut balaneed and adeoquaty stochks
vwore hold at RAMOs, :

3 normal sequonce of focolving and aseepting

, ‘ Th
" of domands from formations & the 1028 was:-

Foreoast domands for a monthly peried in
torms of grosa t 0y for .
eupﬁv crcpsins receivad on lst of

nonth precoe :l.ng the ojerative month. Those
would usually bo aceapted or whon .
R06e8sary modifiod by tho 15th of tho
moath precsding tho oporative month.

Firn weekly domands in tar 1 of gross
tonnage with o t7 br.oakdown wero
regeived ono week dafore tho eparative
wesk, Theso wors ascepted oxsopt vkero

an ovorall shortage of any commodiy
prosiuted 13, m‘ma-fﬁ broaisdovas

T demands for amm. tion rego nt vora
ggooim and aaseptad by nominated RAMOs
at 48, and sometime 24 hours noticc.
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In rddition to the acceptanc:, preparation
and delivery to the transpor: “oree of the supply demands
of the forces in the field, A/TO was also ros onsible for
tha grammed schedulss for the fly-in of reinforcements
and :i: fly-out of casualties and leave personnel. The fly-
in at Thabukton in February aad, later, the fly-out of the

36th Division wore excellent o les of personal co=operation

boteen the Arn’ and the RAF. hese tasks did not on the
surface ear s> very formicable; the evacuation of 36 Divy
for OIII;!g, consisted of a fou bale principles. Troops had

to get into an coroplane 8it 81'll and get out., The omslaninc
orrf t ’ supply o

cer had to provide a eonstant and immediate

loudl& the Operations Officer had to rupgiy the aireraft in a
out flow; tho de-planing officer had to get the

troops to thoir rocoption caup vwhen they landed, It was,
hovieover, on.y a spirit of oo-ogorntion otvoon the Army and
the Air Porce which could put hese bas'ec prineiples into
effect, and the oxtent t ich this co-.peration was enjoyed

between AATO and COTF throughout the ceupaiin was shown by the

results,

In tiwse operactions it was foun! more pratiocal

to conecentrate these aotivitios in the one :.a whieh econtained

both the reinforcoment camps r.ud the base hospital area, ond
one RAMO was concorned almos’ soley with this,

On the few occasions when frruations were aiy
trnnagortod fron one fcrward airfield to anothe. as part of
a taotiocal operntion AATO was called upon to provide
porsonnel to help ‘n “he prepiration o) tho novement tables
and assist in th. mounting of Lhe operation.

Tho olosest link batween 83§;¢rnnl and AATO was
maintained by tho establishment on all g8 and Squadrons
of an Armg‘ aison Officer, The :iimarﬁ duty of these
officers was to sot to know cnd “btain tho confidence of
tho Squadron aircrews to which thuy were attached. Wothing
could be less helnful to the cfficlent working of offensive
lugport than if . omy Liaison 0f lecers Wore out of sympathy
with, or dislikec by, airerev:.

The duties of the Ar.y Lialson Oificers were as
follows; =

1. To act as Army Staff Officers to the RAF
For.ation or Unit Comicader, and to keep him
at all times in the picture witk resgard to the
military situation,

8, To eansure that all Squadrons werc conversant
with Arm¥ matte~s and vore in raocel;t of full and
Wp=¥o-dato military information of ' ° types in
order thit the airercus might be pr. :rly briefed.

3, To cnsure that aiirews were inturrogated for
all infornation of military value and that sueh
information was passcd immediately to tlie Arny
lbrlltion concerned through the : ppropr'ate
m.o .

4. To sunplement thoe vork of Transport Wing and
8quadron Intelligei.cc Officers in briefing and
de~briefing airerews.
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" 8, Iﬂ’ro mgt!.n tha(culgggst ‘és.aison g&g the
Arny lurmations a: s in suppor
which the RAF 8qur.drons wore wo:&ina.

It i a notable frot that the co-operation betwasn
tho Arny Liaison Offioors and their respeotive m.gi: and
Squadrons was most maried, anl 414 much towards effacting
tho suocess of tho Transport auglcﬂ oporations throughout
the empnts:’bi riving praot.ardlo effeet to the cordial
rolations oh oxisted botv: .. Combat Oargo Task Foree and
the Army Alr Tr-asport Organisation,

At the conolusion of 10stilitics AATG Headquartors
and qortain RAMOa wore moved forward with 233 Group to
assist in the gﬁepamtson of supplies for tho FOW 8,
and to handle tho fiyein and subsequent maintenanse of our
oocoupation foreos. .

. 0n lst Docember, 1':i3 after -pornt for t
ovar thirteen m~nths the Aimy air Tranrrort o::‘m“t on was
digbanded, and noly three of the RAMOs, nov coaverted to
RAEC op aiaso 8vitug, email .0 provido supylies for such
linited air 1124 as s roquisr.d, and as a ave'eus in th:
event of furthor oxtendod oporaiions callin 'or them.




The rcus ns behind ti.. difficulti.s oncoufitored during
th. campaign in turma in provi ing suitabl. ammenitiea for ' !ui..
anl 8quadron personnel cam be summed ug in one phrase <« a
brnge that eovured most of th. sims o niosion in this
. 101900 « "Shortn;o >¢ suppli.: and letharyy in providin; them®,

The fact that Bquadr-ns and Wings ire operatin: a
forward £401ds nnd that amenitics were fow o non=axistent
ma-o 1t necessar: for eonsidor-ble losel inrovisation to be
offcotod and per:mnel of all v-nks took pri‘e in meking their
° own entertainments and, where nocessary in « natructing suitablu
o~ bu'idings in the form of Bagh::, Thaese dirricultios wer:
-~ ler oly inevitablc but they c.uld have been - mslderably loage
: en»' had welfaru ogiszpment. such as sportin szear, in-do.r games,
com’aot:lonar{. u-bile einemas '.1th upetoed:t. £ilms, atc. been
fortheoming t5 the extent requir.i,  Vhil: it is realisc.. that
’ thoro was a dafinite shortage 'ue to the dc~-nds of the war in
- Bur-pe 1% is novertheless folt that a .reat. » offort goull have
bewi made in this rospect. Futhepmore, tr - vigits of ENSA
‘ artists wepe fow nnd far bBetw..n and those '..» did ¢>me »ut to
Bu .a, whether the{ Were famous names or n. .t invariably receivaed
th.-support and unthugiagm of the men,

It 1s inevitable that a comparigon should be made with
th. velfare provisions of the americans. .." 7Tombat Car:. Tagk
Force Headquarters and on airfiolds from wh: I Bpitish anc
hreriocan eguadrona Ware opePating i1t was abv .antly clear that

the amenities pr-vided for all ranks by the USAAP were unsure
- © passeds ' The Amoriean Canteen Syatenm, hnown as the FX, wag
alwnﬂ: weu-atgokad with variuvtios of suppliog of all ﬁinds
wutchea, fountainepons, canrdy, chogolate, baer, ete, atc.
=
N wr own provision £ wur airmen v by eomparis n,

0
- Pelietie,  Purthopmore, the .-wrican basic *%od rations ware
surarior in varioty and !mity. The American Mobile Fi:ld
cinunaz wore abs-lutely first-r«te and the s .andard of filng
s At CCTP Headquart.rs, where th. Mobile Cineu» was
tyr-ical of those grovidad at 1 ryard gtations, it was a c -mon
oviat for firsteclass £ilus t. be shown moaths before th:is
. Delonge to the publie, The films sent for British Mobil
Cinumas from BAFLE. Wolfape Wworoy on the ot: r hand, alm
inv.riably old anil inferior,

Even in the proviasion .f ordinary itoms of officc
. equiz:ont guoh as typowriters, stenoil:, culoured ping, ate,
Qe Lmoriqans were gpoatly mor. "pt. If the British Units
ab CCTP wore shurt of supplics it was a com:n coCUFRGRC: &5
borrow £rom the Luordcang, /o though 1t is desire¢ to rogerd
thit the _&u%lost oo=operation vus afforced us by tho UBALF in
thin reapect, th. neccssity fir takting r tviut.ge of thoir sups
6rior gupplics wrs distinetly wofortunato an uadesirabl.,
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The welfara, hoalth - .4 piness -f airmen and sfficers
allke 1s of very great import .ngu wap, and, &a‘geciany under
f Rsoon eonditions, these fu.tors beoome poramount and it they
fi'e nagleated efficionoy will suffer with consaquent losg of
6Ciarts I tho mopale of the is high - maximum aff vt can
b. maintained f.» o prolofige” perlod im tho face of .any adverse
f-otors, The following rec.mmondations £or naintainin;: the
n°'rale of the men woprk under adverse eonitions in this :
:ﬁeart:g are madv in the light .f experience :nC with an oye to

[} Ure te :

1) Pirst ia inEMancu i3 the provision of home nows,
Rogular and fagt air nadl sorvices aré vgsuatial and the faot
thet gereona.l nnil was receiv.. from Englan: in 1 very ghort
tine during tho whole of the a8t year has hoen grea r.Dpe
rociated by all ranks,

_ 8) Goud sleeping acc mmodation sk uld be provi-..: and
i it 1s considercd that eve:g ~irman on a M.lile Sguadren showld
b: igsued with a light ably eamp kit .le of duable tv's
2.1\ canvas mot unlike Gernan Africa TP8' design but .t
L.-tter qualdty, Chap are suitable wheu they are pun

o, cv:ilable locally but wag geldom the - se and more .ften
e t...n not those thout can{nkit had to 8le.. In the ground,
RS "1 shortage of eamp kits Tndia was most iarked and -ff1icers

~r>ceeding on Poating from ti. U.K. by aly  “tem found theme
¢.lves unable $o obtain them .a arrival in lndia, The s0=-
¢-.lled Indian Mobtle Charpoy is heavy bulicy, and cumbersome
€27 in 1%s poop quality is > typigcal fndi.“ggodmt.

3) Alrmen need a 8 ' canteen, m.ru go in the fiela
than anywhere olse, and 1t sl 11d be wall stocked with vcsens .
til commoditics ang whatever luxuries arc vailable. o
g:neg=raom or tunt should be a0°3 available whepevap possible
ant oust be comPsreable and ~ttractive, . supper bar 1c
reuudred’ where the men can hive a good meul in comfort ~n? at
cnsonable cost. Wheraver vragticable a wriung rocm shoruld
be sot agfde for airmeng! usc. 1P theae racilities arc proe
a viied 1t i3 folt that the airien will not o smplain if loss
spice 1s provided in theip actual billets, (compatidie with
o uodical requirenonts for goo~ health), and in long run
less billets or tentage adeouaodation woulr be uged to :btain
=y batter results.

4) The cookehouges Pos © of all 3 musges
rust bo well blanned, be gdéquata ﬁ 8i2e . .1 gapable of being
kart serupulously oldan with the minimum . unt of effort,

The type'of £1c1? kitcken usec.: h{ the RAF ‘n Burma hag long
been outeofedatc, -4 nobile unit should ear:y its own p r*-

u .
eliminate the erfort used in trapaporting bulky solid fuel
an? would deereise the dust, soke, atq resultant from the
burning of an open fipe, crteble pefri..ration plants
should be.on the establishnent of all Mobi: . Squadrons in g
tropieal elimate, ;

8) 4 gooa Mah% Cinena Unit should be carried b each
¥:>ile Bquadron and the maxiosr nwnkor of £ilm ehangea{ with
HRRE: 4 . 6ffegtad, Cincme shows should be free to. all.
¢1-Alarly Buadrons should be vigitng Tegularly by touring

L ke fhterns :l:oamtanrr nows Within thots Oosue though
12 MO . v ‘ £ . - . .
this ig necessarily depsndent on the extent of opemﬁons.

l‘)
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6) B8ports faellities are nost important from the point

2! view of reeruntion and health, D ent on the seas>n and
1 cality, varyin: tg;a of sport indulged in and it ig

t Unit Qo ding loers an! their subor 'inate Coomani.rs to

Praote a keen competitive spirit and to on: urage all f rnmg of

8 rts The B?unﬁron Sports Store should b supplled with adew
gports gear. Intere-Seati . gemes are always

7) Bvery Squadron should possess . :>0d library fop
nirmen and officers and the stycks of books should be changed
v ularly. A toechnieal referance library . great assct if
it can bo provi‘ed, Radios uro also essenial on Squadrong
a9 they form a ;reat and Reecssary link witl: home,

8) Vhen a Squadron 1is situated ne:» a town wherc entere
t: lnnents are availa le, ngulnr 'Liberty' runs should he organ=
iz The men should not be pormitted t- stay out an late passes
», l.; after the townis entertainnents for th . evening havo eloged
dc n,  If the bear ration on the Unit ig - ‘equate and the other
Veilfare facilitiag well lookc: after, airmcn will not want to
- 1t ve the Unit exgept for ueht-sae:lninanc‘. specilal recre:tional
. fucilities, guch as swimming onl daneing, .

_9) Commanding Officers must ensyrc that the NCOs and
nen are kept kitted to an adsquate scale with a}\up-
mont, A good 'dhobi! servicc rust be orzanise Pt cffio-
iont, A Unit barber and tail r are require! and it 1is essantial
tht all hired services oper:t: under a displayed price cmtrol
1.3 by the Connandin: oOffic:r.

10) The Msdical Offic.r must keep constant surveillance
on 11l ranks an? advise his C'.manding Offio.r of apy mezsures
h. ~ongiderg necuua:{ %2 inprove the health of personnel. OQOn
2 bile Unit partigular attcation mult be paid to Latrin s.
11'1'.-.{ ;egu%re careful inspecti-n dafly and rezular treatmei .
— Witk eldaly

' 11) When 2 s§uadrpn changes its loc lity, the move should .
| N be completed in - we l-organiscd manner wit the utmogt spced,

IL is very bad f-p morale anc efficiency t- rermit a Unit nove

t lrag on into several weeks. No move sh uld take more than

a vcek at the meximum, :

12) Regular leave must be arranged in healthy arsas fop
all ranks., The better the climate, reere-tisnal facilities,
an’ agcessability, etc., the greater will © . the benefits derived, ;
. ‘
13) Pinally, all wUnit personnel should be kept informed
of the eurrent situation, 4 short talk by the Intellig:nce
Offlcer and by brief written rosunds posted where they aan be
sc.n by all, are heplful, If the men are kept informed f the
pl.oress of operations it Prevents rumours ~n+ they ecan .Hprece-
icte and rezl proud of the results of their efforts. Siiilarly ,
any ins ion on polieies eoncerning nit personnel must be X
brought to their at ention without any delay. i

l 1
{
|
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The form:tion of 232 Group in Aril of 1945 (anti-dated
Febanary 1948) came 23 the result of necessity, proved hﬁiemriench
wi

of elari and limplir{:ng the complex ehain of Command ch had
been serious ha:gering e smooth administration of the RAF. Units

of CCTF. It d be remembered that all the o :crations leading up to
the fall of Rangoon were eondueted by CCIF at o t.ne when the RAF,
Element was eonstantl- hampered by these administrative difficulties,
and it is therefore vorth noting them in some detail.

During this period, the econtrol of the RAF. Transpo.
8quadroas of CCIP was exercised, and their necds provided, by throc
. Qifferent authorities, as follows :-
v Operational Control - CCTF/BAC/ACSEA.
A@ministrative Control - 229 Group/T.C.
Administrative Servisces -227 & 224 Croups/HQ.
g Beng&l-m.

-~ This was a double contradigtion of the first grinciplu
“9f sound organigation, namely that operational and administrative ecatrol
of Units should not bo divoreed but vested in thc same authority.
The results of this system were adainistratively chaotie, as might have
been expeeted when 8quadrons had to look to throc different masters “or
their ossential needs and direction.

In devising a remedy for this state of affairs two basic
and wnalterable facts had to be an into account. First, that tho
8quadrons were Transport Command Squadrons and, secondly that while in

. the forvard areas the r operations had to be eontrolled iu Alr Command
South East Asia throu-h Bastern Alr Command. These two faetors had
somehow to be reconeilod in a mzlin which a’l possible eomtrocl eould be
vested in some formation answerabloe to Bastein Air Command on the one

and to 22¢ Group/Transport Cormand on the other.

The first and most important step to te taken was to
!-.reueve 221 and 224 Groups of any ~dministrative - .sponsibilitiecs for
“~gombat Carzzniuk Force Squadrons. A3 these Groups moved forward
R they were ing these responsibilities more anc more irksomo and more
- Qifficult to diseharze. 1In opder to achieve this, it was obvious th. :
i ' gnowor ad.:lﬁltﬂtive u::.i:o m: :::l.gu h“?‘l to l’a: gfomod beﬁir Y. Py
; roups, an was appro ") . Flemen CCIF sho.. .
_.made rcsponsible to Beadg'mtm RAF Bengal/Burma for the administrac.. .
\-8ervices in this aren in which their 'ons were operating. It was
felt thot this would thon afford the Element of CCTPF the rizht, and
the duty, to look aft.r the needs of the Squadrons which they wore
controlling, At the same time it would eonsidcr bly simplif; and
shorten the geographical echain of aduinistration.

There still remained the question of administrative

‘éontrol. In approaching this problem 1t again had to be boranc in nin4
that the Squadrons wore Transport Command Squadrons; there had ther-'-re
%o be soie Transport Command ageney in India responsible to Transport
Command itself for all their postings, promotions, cte.
This agont was 229 Group but the fact that the R.F Element of COTF was
not a rmnn Command forma wh'le both the Squadrons and 229

that Coamand, a severe strain on the relationship
between CCIF and 225 Group and deprived the former from exercising an
essential measure of administrative control

i

The only solution to this difficulty was for the RAF. i
Element of CCIP to become a fully-fledged Tr-nsport Group with a .

=55=




8).

clsar-cut division of responsibility vis-a-wis 229 Group.
CCIF in its new form would ther emerge as an accredited
asent of Transport Command snd, as such, would be licensed

‘:O exercise administrative conﬁrol over Transport Squadrons,
he degree of this contrel being a matter for arrangement
with 229 Group.

These then, briefly, were the administrative
problems with which the RAF. Blement of CCTF was faced during
the first months of its formation, and it appeared that the
solution outlined above was the only possible one to
transform this Zlement from its emasculated state into

a ua:i‘ul formation capable of fulfilling its essential
Tunctions,

All these points were eventually recognised by
h' her authority and during April offieial intimation of
tiie redesignation of the RAF, Element of CCTF to Headquur!
232 Group was rceceived from Headquarters, Air Command,
South East Asia, Neverthelcss the receipt of this order
V.5 somewhat sudd.n inasmuch as Headquarters RAF. Burma had
praviously statcd that befors such action was taken the
Necessary administrative staff would be madc available to
hiundle the heavy increase in administrative services which
the redesignation of the RAF. Element of CCTF to 232 Group
entailed, Yot by the beginning of May only two additional
officers had boen posted to augment the administrative staff
of the Group Headquarters,

In addition to the responsibility for the
rrovigion of these administrative services to all RAF. Units
located in its area, Headquarters 232 Group was responsible
to Headquarters RAF. Burma for the operational, functional, -
and a istrative control of Units agsigned to 232 Group
but not belonging to Transport Command. Purthermore
H udquarters 232 Group was also responsible to Headquarters
RAF, Burma for all matters of adminisdrative control of all
Transport Command Units ogerationally cantrolled by Eastern
Air Command through Comba Cargo Task Force.

It will be seen that the rorma§§on of 232 Group
nov gave the RAF Element of CCTF the necessary-administrative
povers over its Units, but in order to reli.vs the Group of
too much additional roaponlibilit{ it was dccided that it
would remain under the administrative econtrol of Headquarters
227 Group on the following matters concerning 232 Group and
its assigned Transport Command formations ~nd units:-

Lo Y 1
(1; Posting of Officers and airerew |
(11) © Specification of Specialist Transport ‘
: . _requirements, :
+ (i11) " THonours and Awards - Recommendations received
thl‘out:’h HQ. mn Burma
for transmission to HQ,

LS Alr Command,
(1v; Establishments

(v Manning, through Air Commund channels to !
i ugreed levels of manning. :
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