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FTOREWORD

A report on the operations in Malaya and the N.7.I.
would be incomplete without a survey of the situation in the
Far Kast before war broke out there. A convenient date for
beginning such a survey is lst June 1941, soon after the date,
24th April 1941, on which the late Air Vice-Marshal C..
Pulford, C.B., O.B.E., A.7.C., became Air Officer Commanding,
R, A F,, Far liast Command,

A number of other newly posted Senior Officers alse
tock up their new dutieés about the same time, the more
important amongst them being Lieut.Gen. A.E.Percival (G.0.C.
Malaya - 16th May 1941), Air Commodore C.O0,T,llodin (A,0.A. at
A.H.Q. 10,6.,41), Group Captesin A.G.Bishcp (Group Captain Ops.
at A H.Q, 1,6,41) and the late Group Captain %.B.Rice (Fighter
Defence Commander of {!ingapore and Co-ordinator of Air Defences
of lMalaya, both newly established appointments, 10,7.41).

ilthough some reference is necessarily made to
several matters which occurred before 1lst June 1941, the
survey, in general, deals with the period between that date
and the outbreak of war, It indicates the measures taken
immediately beforehand to prepare the Command for war, and
paints a picture of the situation as it existed on the
outbreak of hostilities,

The narrative contains only brief reference to
developments at Hong Kong, Burma and Indian Ocean bases,
operational control of which ceased to be the responsibility
of the 1,0,0,, Far ast Command, soon after the Japanese landed
in Malaya. Their presence in the Command during the pre-war
pericd did, however, very appreciably divert the attention and
work of the staff and services of the Command from other
pressing matters of locsl application, and to this degree
affected the preparaticns for war in lfalaya.

Some reference is necessary to the sources of
information cn which the report is based,

Official records are few and incomplete, and consist
chiefly of brief situation reports snd s few files of
correspondence at the ‘ir Hinistry on important matters. lMost
records kept in the Far Tast had to be destroved to prevent

_ their capture by the Japanese,.

Reports have been obtained from a number of efficers
whe held responsible gppointments in the Iar Zast; but these
are by no means authoritative. Moet of them were written in
December 1945 or January 1946 when the writers had been
actively employed in ather theatres of war, or had been
prisoners for more.than three ‘years since the events took place
which they were asked to describe, Several offieers whe ceuld
have given valuable informsticn have died in captivity or on
sperations.

Much detall has been omitted which might have been

included; but it has been considered preferable, for the sake

of clarity, to mention only those matters which sre necessary
to establish important events, and to elucidate the factors
governing action taken at the time,

Within these limitations, every effort has been made
to ensure accuracy, and the report, as a whole, is believed to
give a true picture of the campaign from the air aspect.. It

/should



should, therefore, contain the necessary data from which
correct deductions can be drawn.

The whole of the report has been written under my
‘direction and on my responsibility, The first two sections
are written on behalf of the late Alr Vice-larshal Pulford
who held his command until the 11th February 1942, «#Wo daya
beftre he left Singapore, I myself arrived in Singspore on the
4th January 1942, and I firmly believe that.there is nothing
in the report covering the events with which Air Vice=Marshal
Pulford was concerned with which he would not agree. For the
sake of continuity the third person has been nused throughout.

0, i

. S Adr Vice-lMarshal
LONDON Royal Ailr Force
24th Jmly 1946




CHRCNOLOGICAL TuBLi OF ILPORT.LINT JVENTS

1940,

July.
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November.

November 22.
December 2,
December 3a
Dm;em“per b4

December 7.

Decerber 8.

December 104

December 12,
Deceniber 17,
Deceémber 18,

December 23.

Appreciation of the situation in the Far Bast by Chiefs
of 8taff,

Conference at Singapore on defence of Far Basts

Lir Chief larshal Sixr Robert Brooke=Pophamn appointed
C=-in=C. , FPar Baste

Alr Viece=Marshal C.W. Pulford appointed [.0.C. , ReduFe
Far Bast Conmand, vice Lir Vice=ilarshal J.T. Babington.

Lieute=Gen, .AeBs Percival appointed G.0+C., iialaya,
vice Lieuts=Cen, L.V. Bonds

adrcraft, probebly Japanese, reported flying over N,
Malayas

Conference between [1lied Far East Representatives
in Singapore.

Rell's Commission sent to S, China to report on possible
formation of an International ..ir Force.

Increasing Jepanese activity in S. Indo=China.
Japanese cruisers and destroyers arrive in S, China
Ses. » Japenese treble aircraft strength in Indo-Chinaa

liajor Japanese .expedition reported to be assembling
in French Indo=China ports.

HelleSe "Prince of Wales" and "Repluse" arrive in
Singapore.

Plan for Allied air Reconnaissance of S, China Sea put
into full force.

Two Japanese convoys escorted by warships sighted off
south point. of Indo-China steaming west, — Admiral
Jir Tom Phllllps appointed C-in=C. , Eastérn Pleets
Japanese ships sighted heading south of Singora.
Simultaneous outbreak of hostilities at Hong Kong
and in Malaoya, the Philippines and Hewall. Japanese
land at Kota Bahrus Singapore bonmbed, northern
aerodromes in Malaya attecked, "Prince of Wales"

end "Repulset put to sea for Singorae

HyM.S. "Prince of Wales" and "Repulse" sunk by
cireraft S.B. of Kuantan

Mre Je Duff Cooper appointed Cabinet Representative
in the Faor Last.

Azmy withdraws 8outh of Jitreae
Army withdrows to Perek River
Inter=illied Confercnce at Singaporce

Withdrawal of. ReieF's to boses on Singapore Island,

/Decenber 25,



Decenmber 25.

December 27.

Deceitber 30 -
January 3, 1942.

December 3l.
19h2,

January 2.
Januaxy T

January 13

January 1h.

January 15,

Jonuary 22.
J&nu&ry' 26-
Jenuary 28«31,

January 30.

T'ebruary B.

February 10,

February 1l,.

February 1b.

February 15.

February 16
February 22,

February 26.

February 27-28.
Maxrch 1,

March 8.

Hong Kong surrenders

Lieut.~Cen., Sir Henry Pownall succeeds .ir Chief
Mershal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham as (C-in-C. For
Haste i

Fighting ot Kuantan.

ResePe cctivity over Borneo ceascs.

army withdrows south of Kampars
arny £olls back behind Slim River line.

arrival ot Singapore of first Hurricans
reinforcementss

LAy withdraws south of Gemas.

Gen, Sir .rchibald Wavell takes over Supreme
illied Command, S.W. Pacific (ibdacom).

Army withdraws south of Ifuare
Jopanese landing at Endaus
Withdrewal of all troops to Singapore Island.

Withdrawel of Re.eF. Squadrons to Sumatre coampleted
exccpt for a token force of fighters.

alr Chief Iiarshal Sir Richard Peirse appointed
Chief of the Air Staff to ibdocoms

Jopanese land on Singapore Islands

Last R, L.F. aircroft withdraw from Singepore to

Sumatra,

Lir Vicc-llarshal P.C. Maltby (issistant 4.0sCe
from January 12th) appointed /. 0,C. vice Air Vice-
ilarshel CeW. Pulforda

Japanese paratroops attack P.l. serodrome Sumatroe

Singapore surrenders.

Japanese troop-carrying barges engeged in the
Pelembang River.

Second paratroop landing at P.le
established near Paolembang town.

Jopanese

Sumatra evoacuated.
Abdecom disbanded.

Japanese convoy located at southern end of Macassar
Stroits steaming souths

Battle of Java Seas
Japanese land in east, west and central Javes

Java surrenders,
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General Headquarters of the Cormonder— in=Chief, Far Basts

Headquorters of the Gene vol OFffcer Cormanding,ialaya
Conioands

Lir Headquorters of the .ir Officer Commanding, Reliss
Far Bast Commands

Code neme for operations group H.Qe controlling air
operations in Horthemn lalayoe

Code noumc for Supreme .llicd Headquarters, S.W, Pacific,
which fomed on 15th January 1942 and then sbsorbed
CaHa Qe

Code nume of the Lir Section of Suprene Allied HeQe
3. Wa Pacifice

Code name for jieHsGe
HeQe ; SaW. Pacifics

sn the formation of Supreme Allied

Code neme for illied Air Reconnalssence Group, responsible
for seaward reconnaissance of whole sphere of Supreme
A1licd Command, S.W. Pacifice

Code neme for A.HeQe in Java after the dissolution of
Supreme illied HeQe, SeWe Pacific.

Headquarters of the Dutch Commender-in-Chief at
Bendoeng, Javos

Par East Combined Bureau = inter—service intelligence
organisation ebsorbed into GsHeQe

Lustralisn Imperiel Forces.
lialayan Volunteer JAir Force.
Ldr Ministry Experimental Station (Rodar)
Repoir ond Salvage Unit

Alr Stores Pork

ilaintenance Unit

Photographic Reconnaissance Univ
inti-piveraft Co-operation Unit
Operational Training Unit
Initial Equipment

Immediate Reserve

Fighter

Baber

General Reconnaissance

Torpcdo Bomber

Flying Boat
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SCOPE D FUNCTIONS OF THI ROY.IL IR FORCH,
PR BuST

By mid-summer 1941 the geogrophical area of the Far Rast
Commeond, Royal ,jir Forcc, included Hong Kong, Borneo, Malaya, Buma and
then, enbracing Ceylon, stretched ceross the Indian Ocean to Durban and
Mabasa,

24 The :12in function of the Comond wos the protcction of the
Navol Base¢ in Singapore,  The sccondery function, in ce~ordinatien with
the Royal avy, was to ensurc the security of the trade routes in the
Indian Ocean and South China Scas.  The Headquarters of the Commend

was in Singapore.

3 In Wovenber 1940, Air Chief ifarshal Sir Robert Brooke-Popham
was appointed Comnender—in-Chief, Far East, and become responsible

for the operational control and general direction of training of all
British land and oir forces in lialaya, Burme and Hong Kong, for the
co-operation of the defence of those territories, and for similar
respensibility for the British /[ir Forces it was proposed to locate

in Ceylon, the Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal, He was provided
with a small operational staeff and set up his headquerters ot
Singapore,

La The formation of G.H.Qe in no way relieved the Air Officer
Commanding, Royal ,ir Force, of his responsibility (which was now
within the policy laid down by the Commander-in=Chief) for ensuring
the effective co-opeuration of his Comiand with the Navael aond Militery
Comiands throughout the area, and it did not alter his position
vis-3~vis these Comnands, or the severcl Civil Governments and
authorities with which he dealt on administrative matters.

THE B.SiS OF DEFUNCE I THE FAR BAST

General Plan

5 The general defence plan was based on an appreciation
written by the Chiefs of Staff in July 1940 (C.0.8.(L0) 592 dated
31l.7.40)« Briefly stated, this paper laid down that defence was to
reply, in the sbsence of a Fleet, primarily on air powers Until
this air power became availsble substantial additions to the land
forces in lfalays would be required.

The Chiefs of Staff recognised that, for the defence of
the Naval Bose, it was no longer sufficient to concentrate upon the
defence of Singapore Island but that it had becume necessary to hold
the whole of Malaya. Their intention was to replace, by the end of
1941, the existing estoblishment of 84 obsolete and obsolescent
aireraft by an air strength of 336 wmodern first-line aircraf't backed -
up by adequate reserves and administrative units. This strength wes
allocoated to the defence of Malaye and Borneo and to trade protection
in the N.BH., holf of the Indisn Ocesn; it did not include aircraft
necessary for the defence of Burma.

64 On the basis of this C.0.8. poper, the three Services

in Molaye produced a tactical appreciation, which became the agenda
of a conference held at Singapore in October 1940 attended by
representatives fron 211 Conmands in the Far East. This conference
recommended that the C.0.5. figure of 336 aircraft should be
increased to 582 which it considered the minimum strength of Alr
Forces required to mcet defence camnitments in the Far Bast, The
Chiefs of Staff considered, however, that the Commanders in the Far
THast over-assessed the threat and that 336 first-line aircraft
should give o sufficient degree of security. The conference also
reconmended that until the additional air forces were provided,

/the



the irmy in Malaya should be substentially reinforceds

Te kMcenwhile, telks had been initicted betweun the British,
UseSeie &nd Dutch Staffs with the object of obtaining concerted astion
in the event of war bresking out with Japans .fter the appointicnt
of the Cormander-in-Chief, Fer East, in Noveriber 1940, further ,illied
conferences were held in Singepore, By April 1941 egrced general
plans had been drawn up.

Allied iir Plans

8. For the purpose of planning, it was assuied that the Japanese
would not be able to attack simultaneously at several widely dispersed
places in the Far Bast, in particulor that they would not challenge

the corbined British, imerican and Dutch might, It was assumed,
therefore, that Allied air forces would be able to reinforce one
another. Preparations for mutual help were to be made as follows:=

(2) . Prom Malaya to reinforce the N.E.I. = 4 Bomber Squadrons
RestaF.

(b) From N.E,I,s to reinforce Malaya = 3 Bomber and 1 Fighter
Squadrons, Duteh jArmy iir Scrvice,

(c) From the Philippines to reinforce lialaya = A1l UeS. srmy
and Navy Air Service Units available, but only if the
Philippines were evacuateds

Lach service accepted responsibility within its own
territory for providing the necessary bases, where stocks of boubs
petrol cnd lubricents peculiar to the respective air forces which
might use them were to be laid down.

e Further natters of importance which were settled at
these conferences were:=-

(a) Responsibility for air reconnaissance over the South
China Sea; this was co-ordinated and defineds

(b) 4llied cypher and signal proceduré.

() Allied Navel/iir recognition signal procedure.
10. Concurrently with the above, the Far East Command Redels
was authorised to provide for operating general reconnaissance

sircraft in the Bay of Bengal, Ceylon and the Indian Ocean.

Implications of the Plans

11. Here it is opportune to stress the implications of the
expansion programme authorised by the Chiefs of Staff; for the mere
statement that the strength was to be raised from 84 obsolete or
obsolescent aircraft to 336 modern types conveys no true impression of
the extensive preparatory measures required before this force could be
accaunodated and operoted. '

12, It should be remembered that until the new policy had been
decided by the Chiefs of Staff, defence had beenfconfined to the L&n‘,‘a.-,l
vicinity of Singapore Island: thersafter it included the whole of )
Malaya,

13, The first step was the construction of bases. 16 new ones
had to be found and built in Halaya, a-country largely covered with
secondary Jungle remote from human hobitations. Of the bases in
existence in the colony 5 needed modernisation and 2 reconstructions
Concurrently, construction of new maintensnce and storage units was
necessary, olso throughout the colony. o



1k, - Fighter defence had to bc built up 2b initio; nonc whatever had
existed hitherto, In oddition to bases for fighter squadrons provision
was necessary for an cxtensive radar systen, for a modermised Observer
Corps exponded on a primitive onc elready existing, for comunications
tiriughout the colony, and for Pighter Headquarters to control the

WHROlE,

L5 wt the same tinme, 8 new bases had to be built in Burma and
3 in Ceylon, Refuelling bases for flying boats were needed at
numerous islands in the Indion Ocean from the /ndamans to the coast of
awfricos

16, The second step was to provide the authorised incrcase —

the new units; the new airceraft; the ancillary services and the staffs
for their operation on modern lines; ond finally thc modern equipment,
supplies and local reserves for all,

T7s The third step was 19 train the whole Camaond in conjunction
with the Navy, irmy and Civil Defcnces under the circumstances existing
in the Far Bast, and concurrently to introduce up=to-date methods of
operating,

18, The whole presented a truly formnidable expansion prograsme,
made still more formidable by the fact that time was short. The end
of 1941 was the date by which the Chiefs of Staff plammed for the
expanded force to bes ready for ware A combination of circumstances
was, however, to result in realisation falling far short of the merk, .
dominating 211 of which were the prior and acute claims of the war in
Burope and the Liiddle Hast,

ACTTON TuKEN IN MiLAYA TO IMPLELENT PLANS

Development of Lir Basecs

Difficulties of construction

19, The siting of aerodromes in #aleye was wmainly influenced by
the topography of the countrys. L rugged, heavily forested mountain
chain runs down the centre of the Peninsula cutting off the eastern

ond western coastal belts from cach other until Johore is reached at its
southern end. Ilfuch of both coastal belts is covered by a medley of
broken hills; the rest consists .f pleins planted with rubhber and paddy
or of potentizl nining sites, Rainfall is heovy throughout the year,
increasing as the central mountain range is approached, Constant
cloud over this range handicaps flight from one side of the peninsulea
to the other. Consequently, in order to provide reconnaissance over
the South China Sca a number of aercdromes had to be sited on the
exposed Zast Coaste

20, Workable sites were difficult to obtain; a number were
sited with little reference to the tactical needs of their defence.
In particular those at Kota Bahru (originally a civil landing ground)
and Kuantan were sited close to long and excellent landing beaches
with wesk tacticsl features, The repercussions of this on the
dispositions of the Army in Maloya will be discussed latere

2is Bvery effort was made throughout 1941 to accelerate
construction but progress was not as rapid as had been hoped,
despite the fact that, in sane cases, sites involving a minimum of
work were selected at the sacrifice of operational requirementse

224 There were eleven separate provineial govermment
authorities in Malayz concerned with the acquisition of land;
negotiations with each had o “e separate. In the earli':?r_si‘;ages,
delay occurred owing to misunderstanding of the land acqua.ﬁlt:r.cm
legislation; later, emergency powers of nequisition were invoked and

/this



this sourcc of delay ceaseds

23, liechanical pleont was very short. That which wos available
was in poor condltlon, whilst there were few personnel qualified to
operate or naintain ite

244 Lebour generally throughout Ialayo was insufficient to meet the
needs of the defence expansion programmes of the three Services, and
later of the Civil Govermment. A permancnt Lobour Cariiittee existed but
its function was, in practice, mainly linited to controlling wages in
order to elininate cxpensive ond wasteful capetition betwsen the three
fighting Services and Govermment departients, The powers of this
Comittee were linmited; 21l labour was voluntary, not conscripted, and
no control could be exercised over the rates paid by civilian firmse

By nutual agreemcnt, however, it was possible to arrange a certain
priority of employment of the labour availeble; and this was

exercised to the benefit of the Royel Lir Force in Kelonton State (in
N.E, }alaya).

To improve the lebour situation, negotiations were opened
with the Civil Govermient in May 1941 for forming locally enlisted
works units uniformed and officered by Europcans,  approval was
dbteined in jugust 1941 and the matter was then put to the Air ilinistry
by whon final sanction was given in December 1941 -~ too late to be
effectives Fortunately an acrodrome comstruction unit arrived from
New Zealand at the end of October 1941, It did excellent works

25, liost RedeFs sites were in remote and sparsely populated spots
in the jungle to which it was necessary first to build rosds. Native
lebour had to be collected, conveyed to the spot and houseds  When
this hed been done it was gtill necessary to cerry to the area almost
all the building material required,

264 Much effort was necessarily divertcd to the anti-malarial
measures, which had to be put in hand concurrently with construction
in order to protect labour from epidemic, On coapletion, drained
areas had to be maintained and oileds

274 Supplies of material fell far short of the total necds of the
services ond civil departments. .\ Joint Priorities Comittee was
established in the Spring of 1941. It sat regularly and allocated
supplies in agcordance with the priorities decided from time to time.
During the latter half of 1941, sone shortages became particularly
acute, e, g roofing material was almost uncbteinable, ond a saw nill
strike seriously curtailed the supply of sawn timbere. Ifetalling
naterial for runways was also slways short, a serious metter on
aerodroies constantly subjected to tropical rainfall,

284 It is clear, therefore, that the problenms which confronted
the Air Ministry Works Depertment were as numerous and caaplicated
as any encountered in other theatres in war time. That it did
excellent work does not alter the fact that it was severely
handicapped in executing quickly a very large programie of expansion
by the absence of the accelerated administrative procedure which the
situation demended. 2

State of Construction, lst December 1941

29 The locations of R.\.F. Stations and Establishments in
Malaya and Singepore Island, together with remarks sbout their state
of campletion a few days before war broke out in the Far East, are
shown in Appendix "AY,

304 Of the occupied bases in kalaya, both ilor Star and Kota
Bahru were old civil grounds with little room for dispersal. The
buildings at Jlor Star had been constructed on the old Reii.F. peace~
time layout and were congested and too near the runway. This
/station



station was high in the priority list for rcconstruction when opportunity
offered, Both stations were in the forcfront of operations in the
first days of the war; their deficiencies proved a great handicap,

Gl The Jld bases, and thc first of those built on the new
propramne, had no form of camouflage., The ground had first been de-
forested and no attempt had becn ade $0 use natural surroundings or
irregular outlines to obtain concealment, = They stood out, stark and
bare, against the surrounding country. This arose mainly from financial
control at the time restricting the acquisition of land to the mininum
esgential, In later-bases, excellent concealiient was obtained by
retaining natural surroundings, avoiding straight lines and using a type
of construction which, amongst the trees, was indistinguishable from the
native huts.

32, Dispersal arcos and splinter-proof pens at serodromes in
lalaya were arronged on what was then thought to be an adequate scale
based onge- .

() The scale of attack in accordence with the information then
available about the Japanese Lir Services.

(b) The ultimate scale of .eis defences to be provided at each
acrodronc,

(c) The development of o fighter defensive systers

By the lst December, 1941, however, neither time or resources
had permitted satisfactory development of the fighter system, and few anti=
aircraft weapons were available, The Cauzender—in-Chief, Far East, had
laid down that cach aerodrame was to be protected by eight heavy and
elght light Aesle guns, 4% no asrodrome in Malaya wes this scale
approached; on the outbreak of wor, sane acrodroses had no A.he guns
at all (for details see Appendix A,, Columm 5(b)),

33 Bach base wos provided with a supply of netal and labour for
the repair of acerodrone surfaces in the event of damage by enemy attack.

Ancillary Construction

3w In addition to aerodromes the following important works were
gither completed or in hand ot the lst December 1941:-

(a) Conbined .rmy/iir Operations Room: This was completed and
occupied by HeQe s ReliaFe Far Bast Coamond (feHeQe) and HeQ.
Malaye Commend (HeQeleCe) 2t Sime Road, Singapore.

(b) Alternative Combined jrmy/iir Operations Room: in view of
the above=-ground vulnersble position of the main Combined
Operations Room, an alternative position was being prepared
in Singopores

(¢) Fighter Control HeQe: . fighter control H.Q. in Singapore
was ready for occupation, It had an operations room, &
filter -oom, a WeTs station, etc,

(@) LeM.E. Stations: The ultimate intention was to have 20
Radar 3tations throughout Malayo. Six stations only, all
in the viecinity of Singapore Island, were campleted by the
1st December 19414 2

() Radio Installation and Maintenance Unit: This was partially
cunpleted at Ponggol, Singapore,

(f) Ammunition Park: Construction at Ba‘bal.c Quam-y, Singapore,
and occupied although extensions were 1in ProgressSs

/e



(g) Storage of Petrol:

(1) Reserve storage accommodation for 6 ;500 tons of aviation
petrol was under construction at Woodlands Iforth, Singapore,

(ii) Reserve storage accamnodation for 75500 tons of aviation
petrol at Port Dickson was morc than 50% completes

(iii) Reserve storage sccommodation for 930 tons of Kuantan
coapleted.

(h, Universal Holding Unit: Completed and occupied by 152 1, U,

at Bukit Panjang, Singapore, and extensions in progress, This
reduced the congestion and concentration of stores held at the
¥e Us at Seletax,

(i) Engine Repair Depot and Universal Holding Unit:
This depot was completed at Kuola Luzpur, provided with its
own reilway siding and occupied by 00153 1y Us It was designed
t0 service squadrons based in North lialaya and sp to reduce the
congestion and concentration which had hitherto persisted at
Seletar,

LIRS

allied Reinforcement jrrangements

U.S.... Reinforcements from the Philippines

38 The actual number of aircraft that ixight be expected in
leleya, should the evacuation of the Philippines occur, was of necessity
indefinite; so was the amount of equipment peculiar to the UsS. Naval
and arvy Alr Services which might accompany thema

36, " Recomnnissance was carried out and dispersed moorings
planned for a total of 20 reinforcing Catalinas of the United States
Naval Lir Services A provisional plan for their naintenance was also
prepareds

37, The Commander-in=-Chief ruled, in Seplember 1941, that four
bases were to he prepared for the accamnodation of B,17's of the United
States irmy Air Corps; two in the North and two in the South of Malaya,
Gong Kedah and Butterworth in the North and Tebrau and Yong Peng in =
the South were selected. Gxtensions of the runways to 2,000 yards at
each were put in hand but only those at Gong Kedeh were caupleted.

Dutch -'Re:j._n_fomements froa NeEsTe

38, In the mutual reinforcement programme arranged with the Dutch
Ariy Alr Service, it was assumed that:-

(a) Three Bamber Squadrons (27 Glen Martins) would be based at
Sembawangs '

(b) One Dutch Fighter Squadron (9 Buffaloes) would be based at
Kallang: X

and plans were made accordingly.

39 The Dutch Squadron and Flight Comanders concerned

visited these stations, toured Malaya and were. given a short course in
ReleFo operational methods, Appropriate stocks of Dutch bombs were
precureds.

4.0, The Dutch Naval Air Service had been allotted, in the initial
seaward reconnaissance plan, responsibility for the area Kuanton =

Great Natunas ~ Kuching (B. Borneo)s To execute this task, it had

to base a Group (3 Catalinas) of Flying Boats at Seletar, Provision

Jwas



was nade for this; and stocks of petrol and moorings were also laid down
at Kuantan,. The Group renained under Dutch operational comands

41, Liaison Officers of the Dutch iray ,ir Service and the Royal

4lr Porce werc interchanged and werc attached t5 ...HeQe in Silngapore
and at Dutch .y .ir HiQ, in Java respectively,

Preparations within R. i.F., Far East GC<amand

Role of Sguadrons in War

L2, Until July 1941 sone confusion existed because squadrons had
not been informed of their role in war and because appropriate training
instructions had not been issued, 4 nemorandun wos then, ‘however,
circulated and troining syllabi issued. Strict supervision was imposed
to ensure that the fullest training velue was obtained in all exercises
and that the naxiium nuiber of proctices of different kinds was arranged
whenever a training flight was undertaken,

Preparation of Initicl Rccomnaissance Plan

L3, Seaborne invasion from the W.E. constitutcd the moin threat to
Malayas 4 reconnaissance plan was therefore drawn up to detect its
approach ot the maximua distance, responsibility for its execution being
divided amongst the Allies, Reul.l's Far Bast Comzand was allotted
responsibility for the area Kota Bahru = Southern tip of Indo-China -
Great Natunas - Kuantan and a recomnaissance plan was prepared according-
1y, Its ocxccution necessitated the employment of one G.Re (Hudson)
Squedron based on Kuanten ond one based on Kota Bahru. The use of two
Catalinas was superimposed to ensure an overlapping with the Dutch area
which was immediately to the South. Squadrons were exercised in this
plan from their war stations. S

L, When the Japenese occupied Indo-China in July 1941, ieHeQs
queried the fact that this reconnaissance plan nade no provision for
searching the Gulf of Siam but GeHsQs confirmed that, desirable as this
might be, the limited recomnaissonce force availi ¢ just be concentrated
initially upon the nore likely area of approach.

Concentration of Squadrons in Vor

45, In accordance with the principle that squadrons were to be
concentrated in the defence of whatever area was threatened, alternative
locations for squadrons, .dependent on the axis of attack, were prepareds

Transition to a War Footing

L6, ¢ In the past, a considerable number of code words had been
issued, each governing the action of units in various kinds of emergency.
As a whole, they were most confusing and liable to result in unco-
ordinated action. To rectify this situation, G.HeQe instructed all
Cormands, in May 1941, to preparc for three "degrees of readiness" and
laid down the general principles governing each. LeHaQe took the
opportunity to issue Units with an exact description in detail of the
action to be taken on promulgation of these'degrees of readiness. The
transition to a full war footing was thereby suooth and rapid,

Co-ordination of Night Flying Lrrangements

LT . Before the autwin of 1941, arrangements for night flying had
not been co-ordincted, each Unit employing its own method of laying out
a flare path and other lighting, 4 standardised procedure was drawn
up in October 1941 as it was essential 0 ensurc that all squadrons
could operate by night with confidence and use any aerodrome in the

Comnande
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Sstablishment of jir Corridors

48, Alr corridors "in" ond "out of" Singaporc were estoblished
and pronulpgated, whilst o standardised procedure for "approach" to-all
aerodromes in the Camuond was issued in July.

Bstablishnent of Operations Rooms

R "~ Operations roons were opened at eoch base as it beeaie
availoble for use, the ideal aimed ot being that squadrons on arrivel
should find the saie layout, information and procedure os that which.
existed at their parent acrodromes. This was desipned to avoid the delay
and disorganisation caused by the necessity of transferring naterial,

and s> spsed up the ¢fficiency of operations,

llobility of Squadrons

50, The paramount role of Air Forces in the defeénce of the

Far Bast in general, and of iialaya in particular, demandc” a high
degree of mobility in squadrons to permit ropid reinforceaent, But the
cmposition of the forces allotted to the Far Tast by the Chiefs of
Staff included no transport aireraft; ond although JeHe(s drew
attention to the deficiency on several oceasions no airccaft could be
provided, The Dutch imay iir Service had a fleet of sume 20 Lodestars
and promised assistance, provided their own circumstances permitted; &
situation which made any specific planning of doubtful value, liowever,
in the auvtwan of 1941, Lodestars were. borrowed, and selected squadrons
were practised in the orgenisation required for noving. '

SHES i shortage of M.T. in Malaya made the position more serious,

Orders for the #.T. required were placed in the U, Ss.. but could nat be

met in tine, There was no ikTs unit nor cven sufficient spare vehicles

;g f??ﬁ & Coumand pool. Individual units veve themselves below estahlishment
M,Ty

DEVELOFILENTS IN HONG KONG

B2%r - No Air Forces were allotted for the defence of Hong Kong.
There was a station flight at Kai Tak on the mainland for target
towing purposes, but apart fran local reconnazissance no war role was
envisaged or arranged for this flight,

5z In the sumizer of 1941, en urgent request was received

from Hong Kong pressing for some fighter aircraft because of the great
support they would give to civilian morale, This request could not be
met.  Eventually some dummy aircraft were despatched in the hope that the
sight of them and their cases would deceive the Jopanese and hearten the
civilian population. In case it should prove possible loter to meet the
request for fighter aireraft, a Fighter Sector Control roo: and Radar
Stotions were sited ond plans were prepared for the provision of a fighter
defensive systems

DEVELOPIENTS IN BRITISH BORINEOQ

Sk Pacilities for land planes in British Borneo were confined to
one aerodrome and one landing ground ot Kuching and Miri respectively,
The former was not large enough for bomber aircraft but *+ts extension was
in hond when war broke out, Flying boat moorings were «lso laid in the
river nearby. ‘There were no A.jA. defences but a battalion of the Indian
Army, with HeQe in Kuching, was located in Borneo for the protection of
the eerodrome and landing ground sress and the Miri oil fields,

DEVELOPMENTS TIT BURIA

554 As a result of the Singapore Conference in the autumn of 1940

(peras6), the findings of which were generally endorsed by the C.=in-C,

Far Bast on his arrival, the Government of Burma co-operated activiely
in



in constructing and developing the eight air bases, and additional
satellite strips, considered necessary for air operations from Burma.
These bases stretched froa Térgui on the Tenasserim Coast in a half
circle round the Siamese frontier to Lashio in the Northern Shan
States, In enticipation of approvel, Flight Lieutenant C, W. Bailey,
Inspector of Landing Grounds at A«H.Q., had been sent by AeH, Qe to
Burma. in November 1940s H¢ had drawn up plans for extending old
and constructing new acrodrames. Further , in co~operation with the
Govermment of Burma, arrengements had been nasde for re-organising
the Public Works Department so thot it could undertake supervision
of construction, which was irmediately begun,

564 In Harch 1941, HeQs N0.221 Group (Commander, Group
Ceptoin E.R. lonning) was established at Rengoon to develop these
bases and comend the jir Forces located in Burma, Progress was so
good that all bases were campleted by the end of 1941 with
accamodation at each for sane 450 all ranks. Facilities for
dispersal were reasoneble; pens were provided and some satellite
strips, There was a measure of A.As protection in the Rangoon
areo but none elsewhexre,

57s Co-operation with the Army in Burme was excellent, HaQe
Army in Burma and No.221 Group R.A.Fs Were in close proxinity and
the Ge0,C. 2nd. his staff could not have don. more to assist the
ReAeFe in their preparations, Froaa the cuisct of planning in
November 1940 the G«O.C. woas in the picture of ReA.F. developrent,
and the raising and training of acrodrome d.f.:ce troops was '
conducted in parallel with construction.

584 During 1940, an oir ‘observer system was developed by

the G.0.Ce under the active direction of the Post Master General.
From the outset its functions were made clear and, despite
difficulties of training, it developed =nd operated 11ost usefully

on the outbreak of hostilities; control of it passed to the R.A.F.
on the formation of 221 Group Headquarters. One Reder Station was
completed at Moulmein and two others in the Rangoon area were nearing
campletion. A Fighter Control Operations room was designed and
constructed in Rangoon.

59 No. 60(B) Squadron (Blenheim I's) ex India, was located at
Rengoon from February 1941. G.H,Q. considered it.important to ensure
some measure of fighter defence at Rangoon; consequently, pending
the aveilability of an established fighter squadron, half of Noe60
was re-equipped with Buffalo fighters for the period August - October
1941 and this affected the squadron's operational efficiency. As
soon as Nos67(F) squadron (Buffaloes) in Malaya was fully trained

it was transferred to Rangoon; the transfer +took place in

Qctober 1941, This squadron was the best trained fightor squadron in
Hialaya but because of the transfer was not available there when

war broke out,

Heavy deiwvnds on Now60(B) Squadron for commnication f£1ights
occupied much of its flying effort; ond elthough it had a very high
stendard of flying in monsoon conditions over Burma, it became
desirable to transfer the aquadron to Melayc %o bring it operation-
ally up-to-date in armament practices All s gircraft and crews
were therefore sent to Kuantan, the new Air /rmment Station of the
Camiand, where they arrived shortly before the Japanese attacked
Malaya,

60, In addition there was a flight of six lioths used for
training Burma's Volunteer Air Force, The alrcraft of this flight
were allotted the role of maintaining coumunications and carrying
out certain limited reconnaissance,

61. There was one set plan in co-operation with the Army
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in Burma, the cbjecct of which was to destroy camunication facilities

in the Siamese Isthmuss Land forces were to advance across the

isthmus and conduct a "burn and scuttlc" raid on port, rail and air >
facilities at Prachuab Kirrikanc Their arrival was to synchronise

with air attack under A.H,Qe arrangements., Circumstances in llalaya at

the time did not permit comoperation with this plan,.

62, The question of the Cormend of the forces in Burma hod been
raised on_several occasions, Those who considered the question from
the ongle of India's defence recaiended that control should be by India,
o He Qe advocated the retention of Buma in the Far Bast Comand as it
considered that the effective co-ordination of the air forces

operating fron Burma and lialaya in defence of the For Eest could only

be achieved by such unified comond. This view wus accepted,

63, Finally, reference nust be ade to the American

Volunteer Group under Colonel Chennault, who was given 21l possible
assistonce, particularly in relation to maintenance, training and
accomodation.  R,A.¥, Base, Toungoo, the training oerodraze for the
Force, was visited by the A.0.Ce ond Staff Officers fron A.JH,Q.;
officers with fighter experience in Burope were sent to lecture and
assist in training. Excellent work wos later done by this Forcs,,
in co-operation with the R.AsFe, in the defence of Burias

DEVELOPIENTS IN N.B.I.

Dutch Borneo

6l In accordance with the nmutual reinforcement plan, the Dutch
allocated Sinkewang and Semarinda in Dutch Borneo for use as bases for
four R.AsF. bamber squadronse Eoch of these bases was to be provided
with accommodation for two bomber squadrons and stocked in peace with .
the supplies peculiar to the Royal Air Torce, Their only method of
supply was by trensport aircraft provided by the Dutchs By December,
Sinkaweng was ready and had been inspected by the C.0. and Flight
Commanders of one of the squadrons allocated to ite Samerinda was not

ready.
Sumatra

65, Permission was also obtained from the Dutch in the Summer
of 1941, to recomnoitre all aerodromes in Sumatr:, This was required
because AsHeQs anticipated that, in the event of wer, Sumatra would be
required for:= . :

(2) An alternative air reinforcement route from India owing
to the vulnerability of the old route to Singapore via
Burma. and N, Malaya once the Japanese had penetrated
into Siam.

(b) Potential advanced landing grounds for operations against
the flank of a Japanese advance down lialayo.

The main preoccupation was therefore with those aerodromes which
were situated in the Northern half of Sumatra.

66, As the result of this reconnaissance, extensions to the
grounds at Lho'nga and Sszbang were put in hand at A,H.Qs request to
make them suitable for modern aircrafts

67 Assistance was also given to BeOshsCe tO organise
facilities at Sabang for the operation of an slternative seaplai-ne -
route Rangoon = Port Blair = Sabang instead of the normzl one via
Banglkok,
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§8.' Visits were paid to 'Java: by o nurber of staff officers from
fieHe Qo who thus gained useful information of Dutch maintenance
establishments and resources generally.

DEVELOFILNTS IN INDT A 0(/;“;1‘7 .:.xND BaY OF BENGAL

69. . A memorandun was arcl,@w“ sbout June 1941 and issued by A« H. Qe
detailing the baccs to be developed in this area; their status.was

defined and priority of provisioning was laid dawm., By Deceumber 1941 the
position was az follows:=

andamans and Nicobars - at Port Blair and Nencowrie moorings
and petrol laid and limited accommodation cinstruct.d for operating
flying boats. Port Blair was also prepared by B.«0sfeCs with Rel.Fs
agsistence as an, alternntive to the route Rangoon—-Penang,
Ceylon = H.Q, No,222 Group established with Joint Wavel/iir Ops., Room
at Colombos. .
China Bay = one flight of Vildebecstes located for target {owing
and local reconnaissance, Being developed as & permanent base

for one G.R. Squadron and one T, B. Squadron; accaumodation
proctically canpleted.

Ratmalana - Aeroc‘lrome being construcﬁed for one GeRe Squadron,
Koggaln =~ Being developed as.the main base for flying boats

operating in the Indian Ocean,
Accamnodation for one Squadron was nearly readye

Christmas Island )

Cocos Islands (Direction Island) Tuel and mooring

Yialdives (liale) laid and limited

Seychellics (iiahe) accamodation provided

Chagos ichgh—Gamla; for the operation of

Mauritius flying boats,

Tanganyiks (Lindi) )

Durban g Being developed as pemianent
Mombesa bases [or one FeB. Squadron each,

Credit is due to the Alr Ministry Works Départma,nt for the great
volume of construction cariried out in these outlving perts of the Command,
as well as for that executed in Malaya,

UPERATTONAL BFRECLIICY OF UNITS I JALAYA

Intelligence Qrganisation

70, In June 1941, A.H.Q. hoed no Intelligence Orgenisation of its
OWa All eir intelligence: personnel and records in the Far Bast had
been centralised in the Combined Intelligence Burcau (F..C.B.) which
functioned under GeHsQ: Theoretically, this Combined Bureau also
served the needs of A.HoQe and HeQelfeCs but, in practice, its staff was
insufficient even to cope with G.H. Qe requirements.

Representations were moede on the need for a thorough
intelligence systen throughout the Commend. = Abuut July, a conference
was held with G.H.Q, , who wished to create a second Combined Intelligence
Centre to serve "he Jjoint needs of AJH.GQe and H.Q.1ML.C. A second joint
organisation of this nature would not, however, have been suitable for
building up the Intelligence orgsnisation required throughout the Comniand
and at oll levels from A,H.Q. downwards to squedrons, This view was
finally accertid, e



un establishment for an Intelligence arganisation for the
vhole Command was drawn up and submitted to the .ir Ministry and, in late
autumn, in anticipation of approval, personnel made available locally were
appointed to H.Q., and Units., The nucleus orgonisation was fortunstely in -
being when hostilities broke out, but its dovelopment was backwerd and in
particular the information it had collated for briefing crews was scanty,

71 hsccording to current intelligence, the morale and efficiency of

the Japanese srmy and Naval uir Services was low: an assessment which

naturally affected training, particularly in the tactics to be adopted by

our fighter squadrons. In this connection an important item of intelligence
must be mentioned., ibout July 1941 a detailed description of the Japanese

"Wavy O"Fighter was recceived in Singapore. It was written in Chinese and

is believed to have been sent by the Lir ittaché, Chungking., 4 translation

was made by Flight Lieutenant Cox, R...F, Station, Kallang, It is not '
certain what then happened to the report. 1In the absence of an Intelligne ™%
sectlon at .i,H.Q. it ought to have gone to F.E.C.B.; but whether it did :
80 cannot now be established., What is certain is that the report was

* never examined by [A.H«. which consequently remained unawere up to the out-

breek of war of the performance and characteristics of an aircraft that was

to prove superior to our ovm fighters.

The med fOI‘ arn O.T 'U.

724 The Jir Ministry had been unable to approve requests made during
the year to establish an 0.T.Us in Malaya, But in September 1941, owing
to the fact that large numbers of personnel required operational training,
LieHe) o established a mekeshift 0.7.,U, at Kluang from the resources
available in the Command, Its role was:-

() To train pilots for Fighter Squadrons who were arriving from
New Zealand direct from Service Flying Training Schools:

(b) To convert personnel of No.36 and No,100 (T,.B.) Squedrons from
Vildebeestes to twin-engine aircraft in preparation for their
re~equipment with Beauforts:

(¢c) To trein pilots from New Zealand on twin-engine aircraft to fill
vacancies in Bomber Sguadrons. a

Troining aircraft were provided by Wirraways thrown up by No.21(f) Squedren
when it re-armed with Buffaloes, and by Blenheims borrowed from No,34(B)
Squadron, The Wing Commander Training at ..Hs). (Wing Couwmander Wills-
Sandford) was appointed Commanding Officers The Unit had to be disbanded
on 8th December on the outbreak of hostilities but it had completed

most valuablc work,

Lack of frmement Training Facilities

T3 Up till QOctober 1941, the only armament training facilities in
the Command were on Singapore Island, and at an improvised range near
Penang. Maximum use was made of the Singapore ranges but they were
insufficient to provide for the requirements of training. In October 1941, —~
the new Command Jramanent Training Station at Kuantan was opened, allowing
time for one squadron only to complete & course before the outbreak of war,
Unfortunately, the Station had to be "blown" at an early stage of
hostilities. t

74, The air firing situation was particularly unsatisfactorye There
was an acute shortage of target towing aircraft, and the few availsble were
sl 0w,

Lack of Transport and Communicabion dircraft

75. The lack:of transport and communication aircraf't was
acutely felt during the pro-wer period when training was all

/importent
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inportants GeHeQe 2nd HeQuliCe ninde naony demends for aircraft which
had neccssarily to be found mainly by G.Re Squadrons. . although such
requests were pruned and co-ordinated, flights were nevertheless
sufficiently frequent to interferec sériously with the training of
squadrons, many of whose vital flying hours were thus expendeds
Furthermore, visits to subordinate units by ..H.Q. staff had to be
corrcspondingly curtailed.

Yiohter Squadrons

764 In June/Auly 1941 o Fighter Group Operaticnal Cadre was fomed

to toke over the treining end operation of all fighter aircraft in
Singapore: the Senior Officer (Group Captain J.3B. Rice) at the same
tine being appointed .iir Defence Co-ordinator, lialaya.

77s The following Fighter Squadrons, with an establishment
of 16 I,E, and 8 I.R., Buffaloes, were forned on the dates shown:=

No, 67 (F) Squadron, forted end of larch 1941, Squadron and 2
Flight Conmanders appointed froan U.Ke Remaining pilots from
bomber squadrons within the Commend; numbers campleted with
pilots from new Zealand FeTs3's. Transferred to Burna October

1941

Nos2k3 (F) Squadron, formed April 1941,  Persomnel as for Nos67
but a slightly higher proportion of F.TsSe. persornel,

No. 453 (F) Squadron, formed October 1941,  Squadron end 2 Flight

Comanders from UsK, This was an R.a.F. "infiltration" squadron®
filled froa FeTeS's in isustralia, Scome of the personnel were not

entirely suitable for a Pighter Sqguadron, and the Squadron
Commender was in sustreslia at the commencement of hostilities
selecting replacements.

No.488 (F) Squadron, formed October/Aloverber 1941s, Squadron and

2 Flight Comanders frai UeKs This wos an ReNeZeAeFe infiltration

squadron and filled from F.T.S's in New Zealand with excellent
materiasl; but their standard of flying on arrival was low. This
squadron had taken over the aircraf't on which Noe67(F) Squadron
had trained and meny of these were in poor conditions

786 In addition Noe21(F) Squadron, R.hsisFe, which had formed as

o General Purpose Squadron in Australia end moved into the Commond in 1940,

was in October 1941 re-equipped with Buffaloes and converted into a
Fighter Squadron, with 12 T,He and 6 I.R. aircraft. The squedron hed
been previously equipped with 2-seater Wirrsways, some of which were
returned to Australia, the remainder being retained to assist in the
training of Nos«453(F) and 488(F) Squadrons. It will be observed,
thercfore, that the pilots of this squadron had not been selected
originally for fighter aircreft and some were not in fact entirely
suitable for this role,

79 The main role of the Buffalo Squadrons was "day defence"
only, primarily of the Singapore¢ area, but night flying training was
instituted to ensure that pilots could land or take off by nighte

80, Bxcept for Nos488(F) Squadron, squadrons were considered
operationally trained by the outbreak of war. Nos488(F) Squadron was
deficient in squadron and flight training and was not passed as
operationally ready until the latter half of December 1941, Training
and assessment of operational readiness of all squadrons had, however,
been based on % e e 2 R :
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The toctics thus tought and nractised proved unsuitable and costly against

the Japanesc Na '0! fighter which 'was greatly superior to the Buffcls in

perfomance,

81. The standard of gumery in all squadrons was low for the
following reasonss = '

(a) Too few and too slow towing aireials
(b) Lack of cine gun equipment,

(c) Continual trouble with the 5 gun and synchronising gears
1941, Nevertheless nany pilots were still not altogether
confident about their armament,

82. The Buffalo had a disappointing performance. It was heavy
and underpowered and thus had a slow rate of climb. Maintenance

was hecavy, which meant a low standord of servicecability. - Wastage
during training was high and mony of the aireraft in Squadrons
guffered from rough handling. There was no VeI, and the noaximum
range of R.Ti M.T. was 9 miles and frequently ‘less owing to bad
atnospherics. Intercyymnicotion between aircraft was unreliables

83, There was one rmlti-seat fighter sguadron in the Command, .

No. 27, a night fighter squadron equipped with Blenhein I's. The
pircoraft were old end in poor condition, ond w.Hsje did not expect
thot the squadron would be of rwuch walue in its night-fighting role,
Permission was requested to convert it into a bomber squedron, for
which persomnel were available, but this wes not spproved,

Observer Corps

8L, In July 1941 control of an existing Obscrver Corps systen
« with Hesdquarters at Kuala Iumpur was transferred frai the amy o
AeHeQo It had been orgenised chicfly os part of  the civil air
raid warning system and needed & great deal of dc velopment for use
in an active air deflence systeri. the perscun ¢ . wers enthusiastic,
but unfortunately little tine was available %o wrain then in their
gmew duties. It was found inpossible to esteblish the necessary
“lbserver Posts in the jungle-clod mountainous countzy of Central
lalaye where there was, ther:ffore; a seriods gop in the: worning
systen. Observer Corps Operations Rooms were established ot
fuala Iumpur and Singapore, and wer. linked up to the Dutch system
ln the Rhio Archipelago to the Southe. . :

tader Stations

5 The approved policy of priority for the deve Loprent
of radar facilities was:=

(2) Singapore Islande

(b) The Bast Coast of Halayo.

S TR

(c¢) Penang and the West Coast.

i1l Stations were to look seaward with only restricted overland
‘cover behind, the hinterlond being covered by the Observer
Corps. ¥

Tansh Merah Besar (in Bast of Singepore I), Bukit
ﬁa-ﬂ%mang (SeB. tip of Johore) and Tanjong Kupang (s.T, tip of
Wdhore). 5 further station, Kota Tingl, in Johore wag Heorly
~\T:“'w":_'l;;r and wes being accelerated o helpelosc the gap down the
" A sixth, at Kohn ™akru. had been

/built

'f?:‘l By December 1941, four stations only were operating -
A esing,

, ..T}’-"al portion of lialaya.

'
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built but no rader had yet been installed, The general position was,
therefore, that therc was fair cover for Singepore but little elsewheree

Fighter Operations Room

87+ i Fighter Group Operaticns Room in Singapore was designed,
constructed and occupied by Deceitber - almost too late to do more than
break the ice in training the squadrons for which it was responsible,

The Fighter Group HeQs Cadre hrd no administrative staff, . It was, in fact,
an offeshoot of the iir Staff of feHeQe

68, An gir Defence systen was organised which, while it was by no
neans as efficient as it would have becn if the resources and equipment
had not been so short, yet provided Singapore with a scale of defensive
effort that was by no mcans insignificant. Great credit is due to those
who achieved this result with such a short tiie for preparations

Bomber and G,Re. Lend=based Squadions

49, There werc two Blenheinn and two G.R. land-based squadrons in
ifale ayag =

Nos62 Squedron (Blenhein T - 4lor Star

Nos 34 Squadron (Blenheim IV) - Tengah

No. 1 (r{on n-F.) S guadron
(Hudson IT)
No. 8 (?-;u;ui‘a) Squadron
(Hudson IT) ~ Sembawang

Kota Bahru

These two types of squadron, Bomber and G.Re, are bracketed
together because, owing to the small size of the total force, specialisation
was dmpraocticable.  Although the Hudson squadrons were the main over-sea
reconnaissence force, the Blenheins hed also to be trained in these dutiess
Similarly, both types of squadron had to be trained in all types of
bombing over the sca and over the land, both by day and by night.

90, From oy 1940 until the Spring of 1941, there had becn severe
flying restrictions imposed on Blenhein Squadrons owing to the lack of
spares in the Comend, For this period, flying hours were restricted to
5 hours monthly per I.Es. aircraft, In Spring 1941, the 3Blenheims were
myleted of selected pilots to assist in the formation of the first two
fighter squadrons in Malayas

91. ifosel and 8 (GeR.) Squadrons ReiiedeFs, had 2 high standard but
it was necessary for the .ustralisn iir Board to Wlthdl'"‘w crews as they
became fully tralnz:d and t0 replace them by inexperienced ones. There
wes, therefore, a wide voariation between crews in the standards of their
efficiency especially in night flying in which o high standard was demanded
wwilng to the prevalence of tropical storms over Malaya at nighte This
olso applied to the Blenheim squadronse

Torpedo/Bonber Squadrons

92, There were two Torpedo/Bomber Squadrons, Nos.36 and 100, both
based on Seletar. Their personnel were highly trained and of long
experience, but their circraft, Vildebeestes, which had a speed of 90
knots and & range of less than 2|.OO iiles, wers obsolete, With modern
aircraft these squadrons would have been invaluable, especially in the
first deays of the war, The approved re=nrmanent prograiic, -with Becauforts,
had been delayed, however, by technical complicotions in production in
australia, In the training of these two sguadrons more euphasis had
been placed on the torpedo than the borb owing to their main role of
attacking eneny convoys well out to seas Facilities for operating with
torpedoes had been established at Kota Bahru,

/lying



Plying Boat Squadron

93, There was one Flying Boat Squadron in the Camiand, Noe205
Squedron, based at Seletar with a detachiient in Ceylon.

LT The squadron 4id not have sufficient trained crews, When
its establishnent was raised fram 4 I,3, Singapore III's to 6 I.E.
Catalinas, no additional crews were provided, these having to be trained
by the squadrons One or two troined crcws had to be based at Ceylon for
work in the Indian Ocean, and, unfortunately, two crews were lost during
accidents in that area in September/October 1941, Treining in this
squadron was hampered by the necessity for providing boats for various
authorities to visit llanila, Borneo, Ceylon and Hong Kong,

Phot 6@ aphic Reconnaissance

595+ Long=range Hurricanes had been requested for photographic
purposes but were not aveilable. In Novenber 1941, a P.R.Us with 2
I.E. (later raised to 4) aircraft was fomed in Singapore with Buffaloes
drawn froa local resources, and jersonnel were troined in photographic
reconnaissance. With the stripping of non~essential equipment and the
provision of additional tankage, the aircraft were given a range of
1,400 miles, The formation of this flight proved a most valuable

asset to the resources of the Comend. Concurrently a Photographic
Interpretation Unit was formed. A -

llalayan Volunteer Force

96, ~ The Malayan Volunteer Force hed flights located in

Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh and Penang, Its niscellancous collection
of about 30 aircraft comprised two Rapides, one Drogonfly, ond a

nuiber of loths and Cadets, Flights were organised for trensport
duties under A,H.Qs and for cammunication and reconnaissance in
affiliation with Army formations. Hioths were fitted with 20-1b bomb
rocks and pilots trained in their use, but none of the aircraft could
be fitted with defensive armoment. The enthusiasii of the unit wes
most marked and it made excellent progresse

Signals Organ isation

97+ There was a general shortage of W/T equipment, particularly
mobile sets. . ] -

98. Teleprinter lines existed between ..HeQe and aerodromes on
Singapore Island, but not between i.HeQs and aerodromes up the
peninsulos

99 There were two telephone lines from Singapore to N.W,
lalay= and one to the N.E. end east. These were quite insufficient
for joint needs, irmy, Air Force and Civil, and all passed through
civil exchanges, Secrophones were very few and were apportioned
between the services in a strict order of prioritys

100. . There was no VeH.F., which limited the effective control
of fighters to about 10 miles; this was still further limited by
atmospherics during thunder periocds.

Centralisation of Work &t A.HeQs

101, By the end of March, 1941, No.221 Group Headquarters,
with a full staff was estoblished in Burma, ond 2all work there was
decentralised to it, Apart from this no dscentralisation was
orgenised except:=

(2) That of supervising fighter training and eir defence
arrangerents of Singapore which was decentralised to an

J[aperational
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operational group codre (No.224 Group) which fomied in
Singapore in wugust 1941; it had no administrative staff,

(b) ' That of controlling flying boat operations based on Ceylon
which was decentralised to a similar operational group cadre
(Noe222 Group), which had no administrative staff.

iieHe Qe retained sdministrative control of all units other than
those i# Buma, ond operational control-of all others not under the Groups
nentioned sbove. The details of units with which it dealt direct are
shown in fppendices ".A" and "C".

102, The lack of* decentralisation was acutely felt during the
development of the large expansion programe which was occurring over a
vast geographical areas It fell particularly heavily upon ‘the
administrative Staff and upon the .wlisWeDe which was much understaffeds

103 The need for an ie0sCe-ifaloya, with en appropriste staff, to
whom to decentralise local problems became increasingly apparent during
1940, Tentativ. representations were made to this effect but were not
accepted: GeHeQe felt that headquarters steffs in Haloya were already
top-heavy end that staff demands should be kept to a minimum in the v
interésts of more vital theatres of war,. : :

Supply of Officers for Staff and jdninistrative Duties‘ _

104, Officers for filling vecancies on the staff of the greatly
expanded AeHeQe and at the new stations were largely found by enrolling
persomel fraa justralia and New Zealand. liore than 140 were obtained
from this source. It was possible to give them only a short disciplinary
course coaribined with a brief survey of their duties. Their everage age
was 45. They naturally varied much in their qualifications. The
remainder,. more than 50 in number, were obtained by commissioning local
business men in Sihgepore; most of them just before, but saze after,

the outbreak of war. Tor them no training was practiceables The majority
of these officers were willing end eble, but their value was limited
owing %o their unavoidable lack of service knowledge and experiences

105, Of the rcgulor officers, therc were few with Staff cxperience;
and the brunt of the work consequéntly fell on the few. The work of
AeHeQe. was increosed by the inexperience of officers at stations, which
needed more "nursing® then is normally the casc. - Appendix "BY details
the nomes of officers holding senior appointments ot feHeQe

106, There wos & gap between the departure of the heOsie in May 1941
and the arrival of his replacement on 10th June 1941, In the interin,
the AeOaCs centralised into his own hends many of the administrative
preparations of the Cormand and thereafter retained this control to
ensure continuity., This re-acted unfavourably on his health, which

was poor e€ven when he arrived. He overtaxed his strength and was
already a tired man when war descended on Malayes

Bauipment Problems

107. The equipment position was bad in almost all important items.
Except for Buffaoloes there were no reserve aircraft whatsosver in the
Commend:  there was an acube shortage of spares, especially for-
Rlenheins and even more for Hudsons, and 'also all tools, M.T. was very
short, with an effect on mcbility that has already been noteds Small -
arms were insufficient to arm 1more thon a small proportion of RedeFs
personnely , 41l these were itens which were badly needed’ during 1941
in Burope and ifrica, end the requirements of the Far East hed
necessarily to toke second places oG

,O;&'th& >ther hand, stocks of petrol and banbs were good;
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Pcrsonnel Problens

108, The following L":a.j or personnel problems affected the
efficiency of the Coraand:=-

- ‘
(i) - There were no reserve aircrews in the Cormands

(ii) = The strength of the Camand in airmen was dopbled in the
. last six-months of 1941 but nmost of these reinforcenents cane
direct from training esteblishiients in the. United Kingdau and
necded further troining, .0t the sasie tine, a nunber of tine—
expired airnen were relieved, with the result that at the
outbreak of war three-guarters of the strength was new, to
Halaya, ; : . :

(iii) A number of the reinforcements were posted to the Commend in
anticipation of the complctinon of the cxpansion prograiiies
& surplus was therefore built-up; which wes employed partly
as infantry guards on Singspore Island, to relieve the Army
of such duties. . Ly ; -

" (iv) - Special courses werc orgmnised in iusketry and also, in the
expectation of the defection of native employces, in cooking
and MaTe driving.

Other Measures
1094 The following preparatory neasures were also rut in hond: =

" (1) Pormation of an Air/Sea Rescue orgonisation with six launches
and some light aircraft of the ilalayen Volunteer Alr Forces
Tt camenced operations in mid-December 1941, and altogether
savec the lives of 24 aircrew, Tive of the lounches were
provided locally and without their provision the formation
of the unit would have been impossible,

(i) Formation of a Dosb Disposel Unit in June 1941 to serve all
Services, including Civil Defence,

(iii) Organisation of Welfare Services., Holiday facilities were
: provided at Butterworth and Malacca. A fund of 20 ,000
dollars was raised and used by a centrol welfare camiittee.

. Mobile centeens were made and equipped locallys

(iv).: Arrangements for hospitalisation and evacuation of sick
and wounded; these facilities were provided by the Ariye

(v) Construction of dumy aircraft, which were distributed to

. " warious operational stations, and also of a dumny landing
ground neer Kluang. These .deceptions diverted numerous

'bOl‘:be. i

RELATIONS WITH G.H.Q.

110, The Commander-in-Chief, Far East, (Air Chief Marshel Sir-
Robert Jrodke-Popham) being an Alr Foree officer naturally took a keen
personal interest in the ReAsFaj  and relotions between GelleQa and
AeHeQp were Gorrespondingly close and cordial.

e G.HeQs s however, contained only an operational staff, which
nade it more difficult for the administrative problens of A«HaQs

to be fully apprecioted. iforeover, the practice had arisen at

A.HeQe of consulting the C,=-in-C. on all important gignals to Aix
Ministry and, when approved, of adding the phrese "Ce=in-C. Fel. S
concurs", with the object of adding woight to recaendations.

This practice was gradually extended until thz Ci.=in-C. was
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brought into nearly cvery aspect of the RelwFs Far Dast Comand, with the
effect that the main chamnel of comunication on air nu‘t ers was from
GeHa Qe to jir Ministry. .

112, In the absence of an adiministrative staff it was difficult for

~ GeHeQa to realise the true state of affairs in the subordinate Comands

Consequently, in the view of o number 9f responsible officers at feHsQs s
the plans and eppreciations of G.HeQ. were based on the availsbility of
the forces appraved hy the Chiefs of Staff rather than on the rtalitic
of the aituation,

113, For the same reason, it wos felt that the Air Ministry was not
nade aware of the full implications of the nudbers and types of aircroft
available, the standord of training of aircrews and the state of the
Far EBast Cormand as a whole if war should break upon its

11k, On the operational side GeHeQs Was responsible for the higher
control of operations, Its estimate of the Japanese Air Force was that
althoughr their numbers were high their efficiency and morale were lowe
For most of 1941, G,H,Q., doubted 1f the Japanese would challenge the
Allied position in the Far Kast, a doubt which was strengthened when,

in the late Summer of 1941, the U.S.A. decided to reinforce <he
Philippineses There was support for the same point of view from -the
Chinese, who felt sure in the early Autumn of 1941 that the next major
Japanese effort would be made on the line Hanoi=Kumming to cut the Burme
road at its terminale,. In November 1941, the Commender-in~Chief
reaffirmed that Japan was unlikely to attack llalaya now that the N.E,
monsoon had set in, which would make it difficult to land troops on the
north=east coast. It was reckoned that attack was unlikely before
February, 1942,

115, It is significant that during the Autumn of 1941 a project for
the early operation of R.A.Fs bombers and fighters from South China was

in preparation, the intention being that with +the American Volunteer
Group under Colonel Chennault, an International Air Force should be formed
to support the Chinese, JLaJ.unlstratlvb preparations had begun, petrol
stocks had been sent to Chinese airfields, and bombs and components were
being packeds Early in November 1941 an Red.?, Comiission was despatched
fron the Far Sast to investigate operational conditions. It included

the Group Captain QOperations' and Chief Signals Officer from A«H.Qe,

and the Station Commander, Tengah, who were still away when the Japanese
landed in Malaya. The whole projcct meant no small commitment for

AvHeQe 88 GeHaQe had insufficient staff to undertake the detailed planning
and administration; and it entailed a diversion from the main function

of the RuAsFe in the Far Zast, 'the defence of the Naval Base at

‘Singapores

CO~-OPERATION WITH NAVY
116, AHeQs had advocated a combined Naval/Air Operations Room in
Singapore to co-ordinate and contfol the seaward air operations of the
Cormond with the naval forces of the Coamander—in-Chief, China Station,
but it was decided that such co~operation would be better conducted on
8 GyHeQs/Co=in-C. China Station level,

3 s Five days after the outbreak of war, a liaison staff of Jjunior
navel officers wes providéd in the Army/Air Combined Operations rooms

In the event this proved adequate for subsequent needs; but had the
Far Eastern Fleet remained in being based on Singapore it is doubtful
if the arrengements would have proved sufficient for the close co-
operation which would- have been essential, .

118. Co~operation with the Ce-in~C, East Indies was close,
end a Combined Operations Roon had been established at Colombos There
was real understanding of the problem facing the RyA«Fe, partlcularly
the difficulty, owing to the shortage of flying boats, of assisting -
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in the control of sca éa:'munic;ou*c.ibns in the Indian Ocecan.  There were
never nore than two Catalinas, often only one, available in Ceylon for
this work,

119. Invaluable nmemoranda, received fron Coastal Coamand and othel
sources covering maritime operations, were aveilable at AcH.Qe - These
were collated and revised to suit local- conditions and a Far East Commiand
handbook ‘was printed and issuesd in August 1941 to R.i.Fe Units and Naval
Comends for guidance in carrying out gll types of operations over the ™
SE e :

CO-OPERATION WITH AR IN LALAYA

Close Support

T20s Co-operation with the Amy*in Xalaya had not been highly
developed or exercised in the past.. . o, 21 Squadron, ReieisFs, when
it was.equipped with Wirraways, had becn regarded in part as an 4.Ce
Squadron, and had carried out some limited exercises with troops in
the field, The methods of co-operation whic¢h had been practised
were, however, not in line with recent "dé¢velopments in Europe and
the 1iddle Zaste ’

121. There was ruch material aveilable at AJHe@)e of the experience
gained in other Commands but, owing to lack of staff, the lessons had
not been digested. = Active steps were teoken to remedy this and
instructions for the joint infommation of Army and Air ZForce Units to
cover the operations of bonbers in support of troops were produced and
issued in September 1941 with the concurrence of the Ge0.C. Ilzlaya
Comaands  Similarly, instructions were compiled and issued for joint
_information to cover the operations of fightex aireraf't employed on
tactical reconnaissances ' =t

122, Classes were started for training alrcrews in Anay
orgenisation and tactics, Dach bomber and fighter sguadron in the
Corriand was affiliated o an Army formation and was allotted so many
flying hours per month for combined trainings But owing to lack of
equiprent, signal ccmmunications were improvised and primitive, which
severely restricted the type of support which could be given,

Aerodrome Defence

%

125, ' Until 2 few months before war broke out there had been
insufficient consultation between the R.A.Fe 2nd the Army in Malaya in
selection and defence of aerodraies on the meinland of Malaya. :
Prior to the issue of a co-ordinated defence policy by the Chiefs of
Staff in July 1940 the two services had been developing their defence
plans on different lines, The R.A.Fe were plaming aerodrones on
the meinland of lalaya in order to provide defence in depth for the
Naval Base at Singopore. The Amy preferred a more limited 3
camitment, especially on the 1little developed Bast coast, in view
of the ‘limited forces available, The issue betwein the two was
settled by the Chiefs of Staff eppreciation which laid down that the
whole of Malays was to be defended and that air power wes to be the
prime means of defence for some tlme to caue, But the divergency
that had existed resulted in a nuiber of acrodranes being selected
vwithout that consultation with the Army which was necessary if they
were to be toctically defensible.  Full co-operation was not
established until the spring of 1941 with the changes that were then
made in the Army ond ReA-Fe Comeanders in Malaye,

124, Those asrodranes thot were located in the Singapore fortress
area were covered by the general A.i. uibrella. Sabotage was regarded
as the main threat, particulerly during the initial stages of ware

125. The defence of aerodromes on the nainlond was a more ;
difficult problem. There were three arcas ol muojor importance:=-
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(i) NeE. Halaya - Kelantan aerodromes.

(ii) E. Coast lislaya = Kuentan.

(1ii) NeW. Melaya - Kedsh aerodraies.
126, liost of these serodrones were in tactically week, and sane

were also in exposed positions. Inadequate consultation with the Ariy,
the need for selecting sites closec to existing camunications and
sources of labour, and also for locating soie sites as close to the
coast as possible in order to obtain the meaximum seaward range for
operations, had all contributed to this dangerous situations

127 It nmeant that on the west coast, down which the main enemy
thrust on land was expceted to develop, large detachments had to be
nade from the Field irmy to protect aerodromes. '

128« On the east coast, the direct defence ©of aercdromes was
the prime function of thé Liwmy. Accordingly, the Brigadicrs at Kota
Bahru and Kuasnhtan were, by ogreement between the A.0:sCy ond.Ga0sCo,
appointed Aerodrome Dufence Comnanders in their respective areas,

The arrangenent, with certain safeguards, worked well and resulted in
good comordination of the resources available for defence.

129 © The training cxperience, quality and numbers of the forces
marning the defences - the ecrodromes other than those at Kota Bahru
and Kuantan weré nmuch under requirenents, They were mostly composed
of Indian State troopss A further hendicap was ‘a general paucity of
weapons of all kinds, particularly i.ls guns and their equipments

130, Bvery effort was made to improve aerodrome defence against
ground attack. 0ld tanks ormoured cars and any form of out-of-date
weapons were sought from other Camands and from the UsSehe  HeQulisCe
did its best but the men and weapons required could not be made
aveilables On the nainlend, financial authority was given in the
autwan by the As0sCe to put in hand urgent work on defence schemes,
without the necessity for prior reference 10 AsHeQe

£30e7 Joint Army and R.A.F, Aerodrome Defence Boards were set up
about July 1941 throughout Malaya to co-ordinate defence schenes;
end from this time on, care was taken to ensure that the defence
aspect was considered at the outset when new agrodrome’construction
was put in hands

132, Pull instructions were preparcd and issued to guide local
Comenders in their denial end destruction schemes and arrangements
were made for obstructing all airfields not in uses

158, The first two nejor serodrome defence exercises were held

in the late summer = one at Tengoh in co-operation with Fortress troops
and one at Kluéng in Johore with the justralian Division = in the
presence of large numbers of Army spectators for instructional
puUrposes, ' S

134, Pinally, in eonjunction with AsHeQe and HeQeleCe, Gelle Qe
produced about this tim: a handbook on agrodrome defence which
detailed the probable scale of attack to which each would be subject,
the minimum defences required and the priority of their provisions

Co-operation with A.A. Defences

135 AsAe defence exercises threw a heavy strain on air |
resources. During the latter half of 1941 A.le equipments were
rapidly increasing, in Singepore especially, and demands for air co-
operation for the training of A.As. crews were on the upgrades
Special aivcraft for the purpose were few and Ae Ae defence exercises
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were canbined with other forms of training in order to make full use
of flying hours, Nevertheless they resulted in many flying hours of
operationel units, which were 2ll too preciou for their own -$Fain-
ing, being expended on this work; yet they never approsched the

A e Defence Commnander's requireiments, N RES"

Photographic Survey

1364 Photographic survey of large areas in lialays for both the
Arnyy end the Civil Govermnent was another cormitment which had to be
mets It necessitated the allotuent and training of a special
flight, P

Joint Army/iir Planning: Operation -"iatadbr!

1575 During July 1941, under directions frori GeHeQs, Ge0,Co
Malaya held a conference of representatives of all srmy foruations
in Malaya and a representative from A H.Q, t0 consider a plan for
a joint Arviy and R.APe advance into the Singora-Patani area of
S.Es Siamn,- and thus deny to the Japanesc the port and aerodrane
facilities- there which, if exploited, constituted the main threat
to Northern Malaya,. i

138, A.HeQe was strongly in favour of, at the least, 2 "burn
and scuttle" raid to destroy the asrodraize facilities in this area.
It was evident that the development of these aerodromes by the
Sieriese could only be linked up with the sprc¢ad of the Japanese over
Indo-China and their increasing influence in Bangkoks. It appeared
obvious that these serodrames would seon contain a2ll the facilities

required by Japanese aircraft, particularly fighters, which would then

be able to support effectively landings in Southern Siam and Northern
Malayos - : .

139, The conference finelly adopted the more ambitious plan of
"seizing and holding" the sree; a plan known as Operation "Matador“,
The A+HeQe representative was strongly pressed to state definitely
what sguadrons would be available to teke part, with particular
reference to breasking the railwsy running south from Bangkok, along
which it was presumed a Japanese advance would 'came concurrently with
attack from seaward, An offer was made of a Singapore IIT flying
boat to carry a demolition party to some suitable stretch of railroad
near the Siamese coast, but it was not taken ups. Otherwise, no
definite allotment could be made because of the meagre alr resources
in Malays end their many comnitmentse  The force available would
depend on the situation at the time and the priority of tasks allotted
by GeHeQe tO the R,AsFs as a whole, From the Army point of view
this was a most unsatisfactory réply. ' '

1404 At this conference it was apparent that, in spite of the
value of the operation, the Aray had not the resources to carry it
out, Moreover the chences of launching it, dependent as it was on
political factors and the most accurate timing, appeared remote,
However, the benefits deriving fram it if it were successful were held
by G.H.Qe to outweigh the risks involveds Careful and comprehensive
plans were therefore drawn up by the Arny to move elements of the
IITrd (Indian) Corps by road and rail into Siam, with the R.A.F.
supporting from serodromes in Northern llalays with such units as the
gituation at the time permitteds

Control of Armmy/Air Operations

141, For the control of operations in support of the Lmy-in the
north, AsHeQs formed a nucleus Operations Group HeQs It was
designated Norgroup and in wor was to be located with HeQe ITIrd
(Indian) Corpse Its functions were;-
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(1) to comwwnd such oir forces os /,H,Qe might cllot to it fron
tine to time:

(ii) to act as on air adviser to G.0,C. ITIrd Corps and to cormnnd
such air :f'orccs a8 might be plnced under the cormnnd of IITrd
Corpss A Combincd IIIrd.Corps/Norgraup Hendquorters wins
establighed ot Kuala Lurpur with an advanced H,Q. closc %o
' Butterworth, : ;

Group Headquarters was formed in July 1941, cx_erclsc:fl in its functions
and then disbonded, but wos held in re- cl:.no as for mobilization when
required.

On Singepore Islond, under G.H.Q. orders, a covbined jrmy/Air
Operations Room was constrmtg.cl Llongside LeHeQe in Sine Rood, Singapore,
and was ready just before wor broke out., ..s its wooden bu:t.lc]:i.ngs
standing above ground, were very vulnerable the construction of an
alternctive Operations Room wos put in hond.,” It functioned ot the lcvol
of LMeHoQe ond HeQuleCo, thus G.H.Q, ond C.-in-C. Chino Pleet were not
reoresented in it, :

SUMIL/RY OF SITUATION, 22ND NOVELBER 1941

General Weckness of the Cormond

42, Enough has been said to paint o pre=ver picture of the Commond
ond, it is hoped, of the vigorous cfforts wiich were made to coxry oub
the exptnsion nrorTarme authorised by the Chicfs of . Staff. But the f“c't:
remains theot by Decenber 1941, the R._L.l. For Host Comnand was: not ine
position to fulfil its I‘uSDOI‘]olbll.‘L""" of being the primory mecns of
resisting Joponese aggression.

3. The role of the Comind rervined constont, viz:=

(2) To find the enemy ot sco as for awey fron dMaleyt as possible:
then

(b) o strike herd and often,

(e) To cantlnue attacks during the landing operntions:
ond

(d) in co-operation With the Army to delny his advance.

But while recl progress had been mode in fitting the Command for its -
ollotted tosks, deficiences were still apporent in almost every aspect of
its functions,

1L, The Jopanese had alrendy occupied Lndo-China, and while no
certain informition could be obtained by F,1,0.Bs, it s patent that
they were building up their forces there and also propering oporational
facilities in Siam, Jopanese recomnaissance £lights over Borneo

and Malaye hod become so frequent by October 1941 thot o section of
Buffaeloes had been stationed at Koto Bahru to curb those over Melaya,

U5, On our side, re-cquipment of squrdrons hod not taken ploce and
wa.s not likely to do so in the near fubture; Viclkers Vildebeestes were
still owr moin striking sbtrength, Buffo lo fighters hod arvived, it is
true, but their perforrtnce apd crmoment were disappointing oend
inexperienced pilots were still being trodined to man them, In 2 country
like Malaye, it was not gifficult for the eneny to obtain information
about our Air Forces., It wos unlikely thot the Japanese would be misled
by officitl propagande decleoring the completeness of owur defence
preparations.

6. The Army in Melaye was still weck; its cdditional interim
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strength considercd nccessory to censure sccurity until such time os the
air strength hod been built up wos not present in the Colony. It

wos over-cxtended in its dispositions, o state of affairs forced upon
it by its mony and widely scattered commltments.

147, The cerodromes in Northern iinloyn on which so mwwech wos
certain to depend, especially in the early stopes of the wor, hod
none of the pre-rcquisites of sccure boses for occupation in the
face of the encny, There were insufficient aircraft for effective
fighter cover, both heavy ond light .L.l. guns werc quite incdequrte,
and in the absence of an adequate worning systen the ccrodrones were
open to suwrprisc attock. In the nbgonce of & proper oir defence
systom the arrangements that were made for dispersal of ircreft and
their protection against blast, in themselves not ~s complete when
yor broke out as wos planned, were largely nullificd.

Suepested Modificotion of Defence Plon

L
148, These facts impelled the Air Stoff ot AJL G, to subait to
the L.0.Ce in October 1941 an appreciction, which, aftcer reviewing
the sitwation, forecast that Northern Maloyo would be quickly over-—
run by the Japanese and thot the loss of these aerodronos would
seriously handicap any effort to support the Army sinec the next line
of bases wis right back in Singopore Island itself, The oppreeistion
recormended: - :

(a) That cerodromes in N.E, and NLW., Maloyo should be rogorded
tempororily as ~dvanced londing: grounds only &nd stoclked
accordingly,

(b) Thot two further bases with proper protection should be

developed (one new) on the west side of Malaya in the
Kunle Tumpur 2rcl. '

It was envisaged that this interim arrangement night also
raterinlly ossist the Aray in moking its dispositions for the
defonsive delaying role it would probobly hove to adopts.

149, The A.0.C, ogrecd genorally with the appreciation but

stated that it was too late to adopt whot cmounted to o retrogrode

step in the plon of defence. It io not knowmn vhather he disoussed 1% with
GeHoQw

Deteriorction of the Politicel Situntion

150, During 1941, relations with Japen become increfsingly
strained, with the exploitetion of Indo~Chino and a gimultaneous
intensifying of Jopanese political and military activities in Sionm,
The attitude of the Sicmese Govermment was doubtful, It professed
grect friendship for Britain and sent two goodwill misgions 4o
Singopore to cement thig friendship, Nevertheless, the Joprnese
continued to reconnoitre Siom and to moke preporabions for utilising
that country as o Base: they occelerated the provisioning of the
aerodromes 2t Singora and Patoami which they also extended to moke them
suitable for modern aireraft, s November 1941 progressed,

evidence of Japonese activities incrensed until, on 2%nd November,1941,
the inforrntion ot G.H.Q's disposal was sufficient to indicate that
Jopen was about to embark upon o further mojor venture in South-Lost
Asic. The vesultent action initioted by G.H.Qe is denlt with in
Section II.
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EVENTS PROM 22nd NOVEIGER TO IIDVIGHT 7/8th DECEIBER 1941

G.H.O. Appreciation of the Situation - 22nd November, 1941

15T, On 22nd November 1941, G.H.J, issued their appreciation of the
situation, Briefly this appreciation censidered that any. fur ther major
action by Japan in the néar future would take place from South Indo-China
against Siam, rather than from North Indo~China azainst the Burma road,
GeHsQs did not, hovever, disregard the possidility of Japan making a
"gamolerts throw" ajainst Malaya or even against Singapore itself, . _
G.HaQo concluded that the most likely operation vhich would be called
for on our part in the immediate future would be the set plan ("Matador")
for the advance by our land forces into South-Rast Siam, AH.Q, was
accordingly instructed to make all vpreliminary moves and to be ready to
implement "Matador" at 72 hours! notice and was informed that gir
requirements for "Matador" were to trke procedence over the preparations
then being made for the formation of an International Air Force to operate
in S, China, A.H.Q. wos also warnedthat the full reconnaissance plan. to
detect the approach of any sca expedition threatening Malaya, might be
ordered later, :
152, The Order of Battle of the Far BEast Command in Malaya at this
stage is shown in Appendix "c", '

Action taken by A.H.Q. to implement Operation "Matador!, -

« 153 £+:H.Qs immediately adopted the following measures-for. reinforcing
N. Malayas;=~

~ (a) Formed Headquarters Norgroup which assembled at
Kuala Lumpur with Headquerters IIIrd Indian Corps
on 2i.th November, The Commander appointed was
Wing Commander R.G. Forbes, Station Commander,
Alor Star, in the absence of the Commander designate,
Group Ceptain A.G. Bishop, who was away in South
China, -

< (b) Ordered No,2L (F) Squedron, R. .A.F., to move to
Sungei Patani: move to be campleted by 25th November,

~(e) Put Wo,34 (B) Squadron (Blenheim IV) at short notice
to move to Akor Star, '

“7(d) Made provisional arrangements,for the move of No.60 (B)
' Squadron aireraft (7 Blenheim) from the Armament '
Training Cemp, Kuantan, tv Butterworth, This move
would be necessary if the reconnaissance plan was
brought into foree as No,8 (GR) Squadron, R.....F.
would require the accommod.tion at XKuantan,

(e) Instituteéd certain other precautionary measures
including warning fighters at Kota Bahru, Sungei
Patani and Singapore of the action to be taken if
unidentified aircraft were sighted, Training was
allowed to proceed with certain restrictions.

154., Commander, Norgroup, was informed that the following,sguadrons
would ‘support Operation "Matador";~ 55 -

No.62 (B) Squadron EBlenheim I) from Alor Star,

No,34 (B) Squadron (3lenheim IV) from Alor Star,

No,21 (F) Squadron, R, ...F, (Buffalocs) fram Sungei Patani.
No.27 (IF) Squadron (Blenheim I) from Sungei Patani,

0 T o

Further G,H.Q. Appreciation «~ 28th November 1941,

lhh, On 28th November 1941, G,H.Q, informed A.H.Q, of a report
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received from Salgon % tha Japgﬂese 1ntendad landlng troops in
South Siam on lst December, 194L, . GeHeQa stated: thatthe Japancse
had adequate T orces %o carry out,such a move but placed no great
oredence in the report, They nsvumbd that if such a convoy did
leave Saigon, it would travel at 15 knots or less and anchor off
Nakwan or between Singora and Patani on the 5.B, coast of Siam on.
the morning of either the 50th Wovémber or lst December,  Ga.HaQs
ordered A.H.Q, to despatch air roconhaissances daily with a view to .
locating. this Force but explicitly stated that "a striking force will
not be ordered to attack the convoy if found", From this day.until.
3rd December, reconnaissance proceeded without event except that

on the 3rd:'December two large cargo boats viere sighted.

v 156, On 29th November, 1941, the notice for Operation "Matador"
was altered by G.Hs0s from 72 honrs. to 12 hours, :

Arrival. of Naval Reinforcements,

’/i57- . On the 2nd December, H,i.S. "Prince of ijales" and H.M.Se
"Prince of Wales" and H.M.S. "Repulse" arrived in Singapore as a
counter-measure to continued Japanese encroachment in the South~
West Pacific, The former wore the flag of ndmlral Sir Tom Phillips,
the new C,~in-C,, Bastern Fleet,

Initiation of full Reconnaisgance Plan, .w.: ol o T el

7458 On 3rd December, 1941, orders vere issucd by (o % o PR
for the full reconnaissance plan to be put into force the following
day, As a result, in the afternoon of the Jrd, a Dutch group of
flying boats (3) arrlved at uclcuar in accordﬂncelalth prearranged
plans (sce para.40), The reconnalesance areas allotted to the
Dutch and British resyectively WETEs—

Dutch: ~ Kuantan Gr. Natunas - Kuching (British Borneo)

British: Kota Bahru - Southern tip of Indo-China -
Gr,Natunas — Kuantan,

Ln extension of the roconnaissance area into the Gulf of Siam as part
of routine reoconnaissance, although desirable, was not possible oviing
to the shortage of aircraft, '

—159, The execubtion of the British section of the reconnaissancs
plan involved the operation of Nos,l and 8 (GR) Squadrons, R.i...F.,
based on Kota Bahru and Kuantan respoctively, Their effort was
reinforced by Catalinas to fill in geps and to:ensure overlapping the
Dutch,

_~160, The initiation of the full reconnaissance plan cancelled
the special reoconnaissmnce which had been carried out to that date
and involved the movement of No,8 (CR) Squadron, R.A.AF. fram
Sembawang to Kuantan: owing to lack of transport aircraft and
inadequate land communications, the ground personnel and equipment of
this squadron had to proceed by sea,

Assumption of N0.2 Degree of Readiness,

261, On 4th December, 1941, G.H,y, ordered the Command to be
brought to "No.2 dsgrce of rcadiners",. The promulgation of this
degree informed the Command that "the international situation was
deteriorating' and brought it into o position to operate at short
hotice, In particuler it meant that the £ull air warning sybuem
was brought into being.

/Reconnaissance
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Roconnaissance period Lth = 6%th Deccmber 1941.

162, On the 4Lth December, owing to bad wecather, aircraft at Kota
Bahru (No.l (GR) Squadron, R.Ai...F.) vore unable to operate, but the
Kuantan G.R, Squadron (No,8 (GR) Squadron, R,i.l.F.) carried out its
part in the reconnaissance plan, ‘as did the Dutch, with nothing to
roport, Reports of the sightings of strange submarines in the:
reconnaissance arca had bewn received, so a special reconnaissance
was carried out by No.60(B) Squadron fram Kuantan but was negative,
On this day a Cotalina took Ldmiral Sir Tom Phillips, Commander—in-
Chief, Eastern Fleet, to Manila,. ;

163, . On 5th December 1941, bad weather still prevented No.l (GR)
Squadron, R.....F. at Kota Bahru operating, but again the Dutch
Reconnaissance Group and No.8 (GR) Squadron, R.4..).F. at Kuanten gave
negative rcports, On this day, a special anti-submarine patrol was
maintained by threo Vildcbecestes shead of H.M.S, "Repulse" which
proceeded at slow speed en route from Singapore to Australia,

164, On the 6th Decembor 1941, three creciws were despatched to
Sourabaya to collect three Catalinas loaned by the Dutch, The

wanti-submarine patrol in co-operation with H,M.S. "Repulse" was also
nmaintained,

Pirst sighting of Jepanese Expedition ~ 6th Deoember, 1941,

o~ 1654 On the 6th December, Kota Bahru acrodrame was serviceable,

and the full reconnaissance plan was operated, The first cnemy
sighting was received at 1130 hours identifying one battleship and 10
crulsers accompanying transports, . This was amplified at 100 hours
vhen two definite convoys were sighted, These, consisted of:~

(a) 1 battleship, 5 cruisors, 7 destroyers, 25 merchant |
vesscels:

(b) . 2. cruisers, 10 destroyeré, 10 merchant vessels,

166. . Inflormation on the latter convoy was subsequently further
amplified to the effect that it contained 21 merchant vessels which
were orudsing in two lines astern, This amplification was recgived
by telephone at A,H,Q. at 1517 hours,

167, The position of these convoys was about 80 miles S,S.E, of
Cape Cambodia, off the Southern tip of Indo~China, both steering

west, one slightly ahead of the other, It was stated that one of the
Hudson aircraft had been chased by a single float aircraft and that
there aould be no doubt the Japenese knew they had been spotteds

168, In the meantime, there were reports of vhat appeared to be
Japanese reconnaissance aircraft taking photographs at various points.
GeHeQs confirmed that no offensive oction was to be taken by fighters
against them, although A,A. defences were given authority to open
fire on unidentified aircraft,

169, As a result of the enemy sighting reports Kota Bahru was
instructed €0 send Hudsons froam No.l (GR) Squadron, R..L:%Fi-to-shadow
the convoys, Catalinas of No,205 (FB) Squadron from Seletar were
ordered to take over this shadowing fram the Hudsons, and to maintain
it during the night 6/7th December until relieved by Hudsons again

in the morning of 7th December,

Lssdmption of No.l Degree of Readincss,

170, On rececipt of sighting reports, the Command was also put
ﬁv ﬂ.H.%, at "No,l degree of rcadiness" which meant that it was to be
ready fovx $mmediate Operations and prepared for enemy attack without
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prior warning."

i

Aetion ‘c_aken by_ﬂf;.H.Q.‘ oh E.Y'lGIﬁ;V. Si;ihting_. i

g e B .Tﬁe'following action was token by .1.H,Qe as a result of the

reconnaissance reports reccivedi—

" (a) 7 Vildebesstes of io,36 (TB) Squadron were despatched fran

Selotar to Kota Bahru. (9 vere ordered but only 7 could
procsedj.._ugirornft procecded srmed viith torpedeoes. °

(b) Norgroup was informed that No.62 (B) Squadron at Alor Star
was removed ‘to L,H.0. control,

(c) No.34 (B) Squadron was retained at Tengah at short notice %o
move %o Alor Star,
k]

by

(d) The one Beaufort in the Command was moved to Kota Bahru to
' stand by there for a special photographic reconnaissance
required by G.H.Q. (sec para.l77). ;

Lttempts to maintain contact with Enemy,

S22 On the affcrnoon of the 6th December, Hudsons despatched

from Kota Bahru 4o shadow ere unable to contnot the Gonvoys and bad
weather prohibited relief aircraft being sent, The first Catalina
of N0,205 (FB) Squadron loft sccording to programme to shadow the
convoy during the night,

i During the lat evening of the 6th, scrutiny of reports and

records revealed that the Japanese convoys were probably one hour
ahead of the positions reportcd. It was assumed, therefore, that

the convoys on rounding Indo-China had turned to the N,W, into the
Gulf of Siem, thus passing out of the reconnaissance arca (vide
para,i58), This, perheps, appeared ot the +ime to explain why
Hudgons despotched to shadow hed not contacted: wvisibility conditions,
hovever, had bsen poor, : : '

17k, No reports having been received from the first Catalina
despatched to shadow the convoys, orders were issucd to a second
Catalina, before it took off to relieve the first, that if no contact
was established, a scarch was to be made off the West coast of
Cambodia, This was done because G.H.0, considsred the convoy
had probably anchored at Ko Kong, for which it might be making as
the next step towards Siam, The aircreft was ordered to keep 10
miles off the coast, No report was ever received fran this second
Catalina which was afterwards confirmed as having been shot down by
the Japanese, ;

/Reconnaissance

# 6 Beauforts had recently arrived but 5 were sent back to Lustralia
owing to lack of training facilities and !testhing' troubles with
the aircraft, Nos.36 (TB) and 100 (TB) Squadrons were due %o
be rearmed with this type.



Reconnaissance Plan for 7th Decenber 1941,

175, For the 7th December 1941, Ne,8 (GR) Squadron, Rii.iaFe,
at Kuantan was instructed to continue the sct reconnaissance plan
in case a further invasion convoy vwrs on the way fran Indo-China,
but the Kota Bahru G,R, Squadron wias detailed to corry out a special
reconnaissance sweep into the Gulf of Siam., Vildebocstes were
instructed to maintain an anti-submerine patrol ahead of HoM.S,
"Ropulse" which had been rccalled from Lustralia.

Events on the 7th Dccembor 1941,

176, Owing to bad weather, 1’0 was not until 0635 hours on
the 7th that the reconnaiss mcc aircraft from Kota Bahru werc wble
to take off for a sweep into the Gul? of Siam, Shortly
afterwards, owing to rain, lov clouds and bad visibility, two of
the three aircraft returned; the third proceeded alone,

177 4% 1025 hours the C,in-C,, Far East, visited the
Combined Army/iir Operations Room and stated he was satisfied
with the situation, He:~

(a) rished B.0.4,C. to continue using Bangkok until
© thé last possiblc moment and confirmed that
flights on tho Bth December were to go through
Bangkok,

(b) fas considering allowing our aircraft to fire at
aircraft not cstablished as fricndly,

(¢) Would issue orders sncrt'ly for the reconnaissance g

of Ko Kong anchorase which he wished the PR,

_Beaufort, now at Kotn Bahru, to carry out,

178, Shortly afterwards, G.H,0. issucd thoir orders for the
reconnoissance of Ko Kong., . The nrcrﬂft left Kota Bahru.at 1320
hours,, but returncd at- U5 hours cv":l.ng to bad weathers During the
morning, the-Catalina with Ldmiral Sir Tom Thillips on board
returned from Manila,

179 Meanwhile at 1345 hours on the 7th Dc,cmber, ong cargo
vessel of from 6,000-8,000 tons had been sighted in the Gulf of Sian
stoaming west 'xnd tn:Ls wasg folloved by a furthier sighting ot 1545
hours by a Hudson fran Kota Behru, onc. other Japancse,merchant
vessel being secen steering south. This lattor vesscl was stated
%o have a large nurmber of men on deck in khaki,

180, - Three Hudsons from Kota Belwru wierc imn@diately dirccted

on a diverging scarch north of that place and 10 miles off the
Silamese coast. Lt 1750 hours one merchant vessel and one eruisér
steaming 340° were sighted, The cruiser opened fire on the adreraft,
£t 1848 hours, under conditions of very bad visibility, four )
Japanose naval vessels, perhaps destroyers, were seen off S:Lngora
steaming south, s

18k . Owing to subscguent loss of rocords the exact pos:.‘s:l.ons 55
the ship sightings men‘l::t.onc.d. above r..anzmb now be given,

Re su'}.‘t:l.ng Lction,

182, In consequence of these reports, G, I’.ﬂ_., late on 744 Deccmbur,
cancelled Operation "Matador": and issued orders for the B.0.A.C. .
aircraft %o aveoid Bangkok and to use the ‘West Coast route, '
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/183, Conditions ot midnight 7th/8th Deccmber 194ly-werc therefore: -

~(2) ' Contact with the main Japanssc convoys located on the 6th
- had not been re~csteblished, -

“(b) Conditions for air reconneissance in the Gulf of Siam had
beon bad but in “the late evening four ships had been
‘sighted off Singora stc::ming ~south,

b2

.(c) Norgroup vith Nos.2l (F) &L......F.,, and 27 (W) Squadrons wos
standing by in support of IIIrd Corps but Operation :
"iatador! hed beon cancelled,

(m.(-, e i = S

(d) The following aircraft under the comnand of the Officer
Conmanding, Kota Bahru were fully crmsd and ready to
- take the offensiver=

(i) Pive Hudsons of No.l (CR) Squaczon R,.i.:.F., and
one Section (2) Buffaloes of No.243 (F) Squadron
at Kota Bahru, :

(i1) Seven Vildebeestes (No.36 (TB) Squadron), with
torpedoes, ot Gong Kedah, to vwhich it had been transferred
owing to congestion at Kota Bahru,

The Command was at the fullent degrec of readiness but there
was no undue olarm owing to G.H.Q's view that the Jnponese expedition
was dirvected against Siam,

v 18%e AoH.Qs decided to send at first light on the 3th a coastal
reconnaissance to the Lakon Roads, north of Singora, to identify
whether or not the Japanese had landed in 5.E, Siam as forecast in the
G.H.Q. approciation (para.ldl). L

OPERLTIONS FROM STH DECEVBER' 1941 UNPIL FINAL FVACULTION OF NORTHERN
WAl Y. BY ROVLL LIR FORCE, ON 03RD DBCHMBEE,

1941,
Japanese landing at Koto Bahru,
185, At midnight 7th/8%h December the weather ot Kota Bahru c{arod,

but the serodrome surface was extremely boggy owing %o heovy rains,
About 0030 hours on the 8th, 0.C,, Lota Bahru rang up L.H«Q. and stated -
that three ships had been scen by the beach defences, This messoge

was followed by another o+t 0100 hours confirming the resence of these
ships, stating that shelling was taking place anc that Brigede H.Q.

were being asked to clarify the situstion, On this, L.H.Q,

ordered the despestch of a single Hudson with f leres to see what vias
happening, Before this could bs done, at 0Ll5 hours definite
information come through from Kota Bohru that landing on the beaches
by the Japanesc had started from 3-5 ships lying threo miles off shore,

Orders issued by A.H.O,

/1.86 0,C,, Kota Bahru was imnediately ordered to ‘cc,ka of fensive
action with all availcoble Hudsons and to order the Vildebeostes at
Gong Kedah to deliver a torpedo attack at first light, It must
be remenmbered that the orders issued to 0,C., Kota Bohru as a result
of G,H.Q, instructions (pa19.15)) specifically stated that ne ..
of fensive action would be token againet the convoy when sighted. He
could not, therefore, initinte the first offensive action of the
corpaign without further orders,

187, L.H.Q. also issucd ardérs to Nos.8 (GR), 27 (W), 34 (B),
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60 (B) oand 62 (B) Squadrons to toke off at first lizht and a¥tack -
shipping in the Kota Bahru area vhilst No,100 (TB) Squadron. was
ordered to proceed to Kuantan on the following morning and stand
by for orders.

188, Norgroup sas informed that No,27 (MF) as well as No,62 (B)
Squadron reverted to A.H.g, control, leaving only NNo,2L (F) Squadron
ReaeieFay for co-operation vdth IIIrd Corps,

189, The Beaufort at Kota Bahru was instrupﬁed_ﬁo carry out
the photographic reconnaissance at first light to Lokon Roads
(para.184) .

180, Lt Kota Bahru by 0200 hours the firgt five Hudsons of |
o.l (GR) Squadron, R./../,F. had taken off, Hhilst at 0300 hours the
t7o Buf'faloes had been despatched azninst barges reported entering
the river, e

First Operations agoinst Kotao Bohru landings.

— 191, 4% 0730 hours on 8th December, the 0,0. Kota Bahru gave a
resume of the night's operations, 17 Hudson sorties had becn
carried out, one fransport had been destroyed and two others scverely
damaged and perhaps sunk, Lending barges en route to the beaches
had been attacked and it was estimated that at leost 34000 Japanese
had been killed, 1Intensive i.A. fire had been expericnoed, :
particularly accurate froam a cruiser covering the landing,  Two
Hudsons had been shot domm and a third badly damaged, leoving him
still six, One Puffalo hed also been hit, The Vildebeestes from
Gong Kedah were in the air,

— 192, - Apparently some 8 transports covered by one oruiser and
severcl destroyers had been involved, and 0,C., Kota Bahru thought '
all vesscls had now rotired %o the north. He intonded to carry on.
using the Hudsons for wopping up small craft and heach parties still
visible, 4% 0800 hours, he confirmed that all vessels had retired
to the north and that he was mopping up the fow small craft.left.
with bomb and machine-gun fire, He added that therc had been some
infiltration into the Brigade.arca, : et

= 1935, Mcanwhile the Vildebeestes of No.36 (TB) Squadron fram
Gong Kedah, in heavy rain, found the gruiser (parc.ldt),delivered.. |
an attack with torpedoes which it evaded, and landed ot Kota Bahru
on their return. ;

— 19%h. . Nos.8 (GR) R.L,iiF,, 27 (W), 34 (B) end 60 (B) Squadrons
also arrived on the soene and found little to attack in the argay’ a
signal sent them whils¥ thoy vwere airborne to scarch further north
wos not received,  Nos,8 and 60 Squadrons returned to Kuanton,
o427 to Sungei Patani, whilst No,3k Squadron landed at Bubterworth.
All squadrons were to refuel and re-arm,

— 395, No.62 (3) Squadron vhich hed also been ordered to attack,

not finding any tnrget, proceeded north to Patani to bomb tronsports
there, This squadron (1Ll Blenheim I's) encountercd fighter opposition
and fairly intensive A.A, fire. % corried out its attack fram
8,000 f£t. but the results obtaincd were not seen,

First Adr Atbock on Singaporc,

196, Vhilst the first landings.had.been taking place at Kota
Bahru, Singapore had its first air raid shortly after 0400 hours on
the 8th Decembor, Ample warning (at least 30 minutes) of the raid
was recoived ond promulzated but in consequence of an error in the
Civil Govermment orgenisction the H.u, of the AJR.E. organisdtion
was not monuned, vith the result that the civil population received no
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warning, nor was the Civil Defence Scheme put in operation., Some LT -
aircraft took part in this raid, the mejority of the bombs falling )
at Seletar and Tengah, . A% the latter place 3 Blenheims of No, 3. (B)

Squadron were damaged and the agrodraome crntered, AR

Japancse attocks on Northern Alrficlde,

TP - Between- 9730 and 0800 hours, Kota Bahru, Gong Kedah and
Machang serodromes were Attacked by bambers and Low~f1lying fighters;
except for dummy alreraft, -the latter two were unoccupied at the
time.,  These atiacks were repested throughout the day mainly by
low-flying fighters with little effect save in delaying the
refuelling and re-~armoment of aircraft at Kota Bahru,

198, Sungei Patani, Penang and Sutterworth in N.u, Malaya
were also attacked throughout 8+th December by formations of from 27
to 60 bamber zircraft with serious results. The Japanese used
light bombs only, directed against aircraft and porsonnel; they
studiously avoided demaging acrodrome surfaces, — Personncl on the
spot noted that for the next Four days Japanese abiacks in this area
frequently synchronised with aircraft landing or &etiing ready to
toke off, Evdnts later were to indicate o loakage of information
to the Japanese, : '

199, " There was o particularly serious attack on the 8th against
Alor Star, delivered immediately aftér No,62 (3) Squedron had’
landed after its. attack af Patani, The acrodrome was first
bambed by 27 3apancsc‘aircraft which then come down low ond machine—

gunned airoraft on the ground, 4s a rosult of this raid No,62 (B)
Squedron had only two aircraft left servicesbld,

200, Nos421 (F) R...,i.Fs and 27 (NF) Squadrons at Sunged
Patenl also suffered badly and were cach reducod to & servicesble
ailrerafty and in consequence "of the repeated 1o ntiacks on this
alrfiecld both squadrons, +ith their personnel, wverec withdrawvm %o
Buttervorth, = It was later learnt that the guns in the Buffaloes
had given trouble and were all unservicenble from lack of :
solenoids, The servicccble Blenheim fighters of No,27 Squadron
had carried out periodic patrols over NoWs Malays without result,
No,34 (B) Squadron at Butierworth was akso scriously rcduced in
number of aircraft, . ' y

Ground Situstion in N,i, Malaya,

201, Aircreft losses from enomy atinck thus gravely weakensd
the air forces available in N.U. Malaye where the main enemy advanco
on land.was expected to develop, On the 8th there was little
opposition fram the air to our own groun forges mwdng to the.enemy's
concentration on the bombing of CUr AGTOATONICS, ]

202, "Matador" having been cancelled, the Army was taking up
positions forward of a partlally propered line ot Jitra, Covering
forces were advancing north and north-east from Kedah province: ons
to meke contact along the line of advance from the Sinsors arce

the other to occupy what was known as The: Ledge, an important
feature on the Siamcse border tihich guarded the right flank of the
Jitra position, : 3

203, The first made contact at 2130 hours on the 8th at Ban
Sadao ten miles inside Siam., The other (Krohcol) weported same
opposition fram Siamese foraos but continued its advance,

Evacuation of N,E, lalaya by Ryl ,Fy on 8th December,

204, It is now necessary %o return to the Kota Bahru area,
A% 0915 hours on the 8th December +tho P.Rs Beaufort returned from
its recce, of the Liokon Roads, . En route, it had been heavily
attocked by fighters and landed in a badly shot up condition,
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subsequently heving to be destroyeds The pilot reported
verbally thot a large concentration of vessels was landing troops
in the Singora~Patani area, His photographs were flown back to
Singapore by the remeining Buffalo fighter,  Shortly afterwards,
Norgroup, under orders fram IIIrd Corps, despantched 3 Buffaloes
of ¥o,21l (F) Squoadron R.i.A.F, on a tactical recce, to Singoras
This recce, confirmed the presence of the main convoy in the
Singora area and also revealed a force of about 60 Japanese
aireraft, mainly fighters, on Singora aerodrome,

205, By noon on the 8th December, it sppeared as if the
situation on the ground at Kota Bahru was in hand, although at
1245 hours news was received of the landing of further troops
from one transport covered by a cruiser and several destroyers.
0.C, Kota Bahru reported he had despatched 4 Hudsons and 4
Vildebesstos to deal with this. It transpired latcer that the
report of this fvrrther landing was false., Aircraft continued
mopping up barges and machine-gunning beaches,

206, However, towards 1600 hours, reports unexpectedly
revealed that the Lota Bahru situation on the ground had became
serious, FPenetration hed been mads up to the acrodrome boundary
and aircraft and personnel came under sporadic fire, On
representation by the 0.0,, Kota Bohru, A.H.Q. opproved the
evacuntion of the nerodrome, All aircraft were ordered to
Kuanten, personnel and stores to procecd by train, whilst the
denial scheme was to be put in operation, This was successfully
achieved and 5 Huczons and 7 Vildebecstes errived at Kuantan.

The Hudsons cn routc bombed the railway bridge north of Kota
Bahru on the Siemese border with doubtful success although the
permanent track wag damoged, This withdrawal as far south as
Kuantan was unavoidable as Gong Kedah, the only aerodrame in the
Kota Bahru area that might have been used, was virtually undefended
and in a very exposed situation near the coasts

207, During the day, various reports of suspicious vessels off
_ the Fest coast had been roceived, necessitating reconnaissances which,
however, were all negative,

Summary of situation on the evening of the 8th December 1941,

208, That night (8th/9th December) the situation was, therefore:-

(a) The Japanese expedition to capture the Kote Bohru
aerodrome area was succeeding; and the use of
aerodromas in this area wos now denied to the R.AJF.
Qur troops in the area were thus without close air
support,

(b) The Japanese moin forces were landing unimpeded in the
the Singora~Pat-ni area, covered by air operations
against our nerodromes in N, Malaya. Their advance
towards the north-tiest frontier of Malaya had already
begun cnd our forward troops had made contact, The
saipoing at singora had not been attacked partly because
the airoraft at Kota Bahru were fully engaged there by
the time it was reported, and partly because heavy
Japencse air attacks against our virtually undefended
agrddromes in N,V, Malaya had seriously reduced the
small air forces available,

(¢) The Japonese Alr Force was already operating in strength
- from Singora aerodrome, Fran the narrow view point of
the Royal \ir Force, it was apparent that the
cancellation of Operation "Matador" was to have a
Tar-reaching influence on alr operations in Northern
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Malaya,

Air Operations in the North Uest - 9th December 1941,

209; Tn the N,W, aerodrcme orea, enemy air attacks continued
and early on the 9th, No,62 (B) Squadron was forded to withdrow
“from Alor Ster to Butterworth,

210 To counter these attacks, it was decided to destroy the —
Japanese fighters based on Singora, Two attacks against this
aerodrome were planned, The first was to be made by the aircraft
of No,3%4 (B) Squadron still left at Tonioh, reinforced by No,60 (B)
Squadron, which had now moved there from Kuantan (see para. 249):
the second by all availeble aircraft of Nos,3h and 62 Squadroms, by
now ot Butterworths A.H.Q. issued orders that both attacks werse
to be escorted by the maximum strength of Buffaloes fram No,21 (®)
Syuadron, R.A.L,F,., also at Butierworth,

211, The first attack = a mixed force of 11 Blenheimr I's and
IV's from Nos,34 (B) and 60(B) Squadrons =- was made in the early
afternoon of the 9th, = Heavy fighter opposition was encountered
and 5 of our aircraft were shot dowm. Results of the attack were
not observed but returning crews claimed that,: at lsast, a
congested asrodrame had been hit,

212, No fighter escort had been available, No,2Ll (F) Squadrom,
Roliy A F., had two niroraft servicesble only, which were on tactical
reconnaissances for IITrd Corps, It may be noted here that these
airoraft on the morning of the 9th reported the presence of Japanese
light tanks, which were observed at Ban Sadao moving south,

213, The second attack = -a mixed force of Blenheim I's and
IV's from Nos.34% (B) and 62 (B) sSquadrons already at Buttervworth-
due off at L1700 hours, was never launched. Justcfora the time
_of "take-of f" Japanese bombers carried out a high bombing atiack

“ followed up by machine-gunning aircraft on the ground, One
aircraft only of No,62 (B) 3quadron = Captain, Flight Licutenant
A.4K, Scarfe = took off as the attack was developing; the
remeining aircraft on the ground were all reudered unservicenble,
Flight Liesutenant Scerfe circled the acrodrome until it bsecame
apparent that no other aircraft were joining him, He then
proceedsd to Singora and pressed home his attack, During his
approach to the target and subscquent get-away, A.A. fire aond
heavy fighter opposition were encountered, and Flight Lieutenant Scarfie
was mortally woundsd, This very gallant officer felt unable to
meke the longer journey back to Butterworth, but managed to retain
consciousness until he reached Alor Star, where he crash-landed
without injury to his crew, He died in hospital thet evening, He
was subsequently awarddd the Vietoria Crogs,

2L, As a result of this day's operations against Singora,
AH.Q, decidsd that no more bombing by day should take place over
land until such time as fighter escort could be provideds

Preparations for withdrawal from the N.\e

215, - At 0900 hours on the 9th, Adv, H.Q. Norgroup opened 2ot

Bukit Martajim (near Bubtterworth), but it became evident that the
evacuation of the N.W, bases could not long be delayed. Up till
this time, no A.,As defences were at Butterworth, 8 Bofors guns

arrived on the afternoon of the 9th but their presenc wae not,

of course, any detwrrent to high flying bombers.,

216, A H,Q.y therefore, issued instructions that all airfields
on the meinland to the southward were 1o be got ready for immediate
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operational use, At the some time, orders were issued to do
everything possible to improve dispersal arrangements at
aerodromes on Sing:porellgland, e

The evacuation of Kuantan Aerodrome by R.A.F..on Jth: Deocember,

2dT The position on the east coast also worscned oo :

the 9th December, During the night of the 8/9th, there were
many reports and alarms of further landings, fears of which
were po persist throughout the brief compaign and cause many hours
* to be spent on coastal reconnaissances ab the requost of

HeQuM.Cq

218, On the 9th, two pairs of Vildebeestes were sent at
0300 hours to sweep the coast north and south of Kuantan, During
the day, 6 Hudsons were employed on.similar duties whilst®
Catalinas extended the search arca into the South China Seas

The remainder of the aircraft at Kuanton "stood by" to attack
whatever might be found, Eonfirmation was obtained of the large
onncentration of ships of all natures unloading in the Singoras
Patani area, but no threat of further sesnborne attack was
discovered, although 3 Vildebeeatos were despatched on a fglse
report to attack a ship 60 miles east of Kupntan,

~219, However, with the destruction of aircraft on the
ground in N,W, Maloya in'mind, it became evident to AoHeQw
that o dangerous congestion of aircraft existed at Kuanton'

as there was no 4,4, protection there, Orders were issued

to 0,Ce Kuanten, early on the 9th, to retain 12 Vildcbeestes
"and the 13 Hpdsons of Nossl and 8 (GR) Squodrons Red.l.F.

and to despatch the remaindsr to Singapore,

220, At noon, the excected attack took place and Kuanton
was subjected to its first exporience of high bombing followed
up by the bombers flying lov and shooting up at wille: AJHiQs
thereupon decided to evacuatec Kuantan, the surviving 10
Hudsons and 8 Vildebeostes returning to Singapore,  From then
onn Kuantan was available as an Lol Gy for: pefuelling only, The

~ Withdrawal of the ground party might hove been better controlied,

.. Reports of a landing at Xuantan -_g/lbthﬁgécember;-IS#l;

221« During the night 9/10th, reports were received of a
landing in progress north of Kuantan, 6 Vildebeestes and 3
Hudsons were ordered to attack, The Vildebeestes found 3
small ships and bambed them with doubtful results, but the
Hudsons which arrived later found no target although they
prolonged their search of the area past daylight, = There is
reason to believe that the beaches ot Kuantan had been fired on
during the night, but the enemy force was only a light
reconnaissance to test the defences, and its size had been
vagnificd in the telling, :

222, Further bambing of Kuantan serodrome on the morning

of the 10th added to the uncertainty of the situation and all
availoble bonbers in 3ingapore were put at short notice to

awalt developments,” Sharks from the target-fowing £light carried
out reconnnissance of the approsches to Singapore, whilst

Blenheim IV's from No,54 (B) Squadron, using Kuantan for
refuelling purposes, continued reconnaissance of the east coast

up to 50 miles north of Singora, confirming once more the large
concentrotion of shipping off the Sinmese coast,

2é5; The false report of a landing ot Kuantan proved to |

have a vital beoring on the movements of H,M.S, . "Prince of
‘Wales" and H.M.S, "Repulse", and it is now necessary to turn
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to turn to the evints leading up to the sinking of these twe vessels,

Sinking of H.M.S. "Prince of Walcs" and "Repulse" '~ 40th Décember, 1941,

22y, The C~in-C,, Bastern Flect, Admiral Sir Tom Phillips, decided
to sail on the dth Decenber, 1941, with HoM.5,. "Prince of Wnles" and
H.M.S".“"“R‘c'pul-;:*;é",' 'b.éb'éﬁji&nié‘d'by'fbui’dcstroyers, with the object of
attacking the concentration of - Japanese transports reported between
Singora and Patani, He intended to orrive in the torget area at

down on the 10th Decamber,

225.‘- " Before leaving on the 8%h Decenbor. (pim,), the C-in-C,
asked for the folloving: - =)

(2) Reconnaissance 100 miles to north of the Force from
. - daylight, Tuesday, the 9th Decembers

() RoGoRnALSSERoE 0 Singores and boyond ten miles from
: - tho coast starting at first light on the 10th
December; . T =

(e) Fig}'i‘tcr protection off Singora at daylight on the
10th Decerber, ' i :

The 4.0.Ce gave tentative replies that he could provide
(2), hoped %o be oble to provide (b), but could not provide (c).
It was decided thot he should go thoroughly into the problems
involved and give definite replios io the Ohiah of Staff, Hastern
Flect, Reor Admiral Palliser, who remsined at the Naval Base in close
liaison with G.H.Q, e s ' :

226, The doubt about the roconnaissanss required in (b) above,
was due to the faot that the reconnaissance vould have “to be provided
by Blenhcim IV!s based on Kuantan, and it was uncertain’ whether- this
aerodraic would be out.of action or not, | i e RS

227, * ° "The ¥onson why the fighter protection asked for in (c) could
not be provided was mainly thet the northern aerodromes were ¢ither
untensble or else ‘had bgen bedly domaged by bombings this moant thet
the fightérs would have %o operate from aerodromes st considerablo
distance from Singora, and, oving to the shori cndurance of the _
Buffalo, would: have been able fo renadn only o Very short tipe. oves

the Singorn area before having to raturn to-refuel, Thesé factors
meant thot a short patrol might pdssibly have been provided at intervals
at Singora, but thot it v.'«'as;:i.mpossiblre to guarantee apprecisbhle fighter
Protection, ; Lo : LIRE :

228, . On the évening of the 8th December, the A.0.C, confirmed his
tentative replies to the Chief of Staff, EHastern Flect, and this
information Was passed by the latter to the C-in-C, . The sigual as
received by him on board "Prince of jales! expressly stated that no
fighter profection coywld be provided cn 10th Decenber, 19413

229, . The agreed air recomnaissences were carried out on both the
9th and -10th Decerber, ; y

230, In the early hours of 10th December, a gignal was received at
Singapore indicating the Fleet might return sooner than vwas ordiginally
planmned,  Apart fram this.no corwmication was received' fram the C=in—C,
and his position was unknown, ks : ¢

231, Suddenly ot .1219 hours on the 10th December news was received,
originating from H,M.S. "Repulse”, in the Operations Rooam at A.H.Q,
of enemy air attocks o HeMeS. "Prince of Woles" ang “Repulse" in a position
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same 60 miles S.5.E, of Kawvnten, "\Ic,ziﬁ (F) squadron (11 aircraft)
which was. s‘hand:l.ng by specifically to provide protect:.on for

.these ships in case of their return to Singapore”left six minutes
la‘cer, only to arrive in the area to find destroyers picking up
survivors from these two great vessels, ' For the rest of the

day a number of sorties by #lying boats and fighters were

carried out in conneotion wr:Lth the return of thase destroyers %o
S:Lngapore. :

IR subsequently tr,_naplred ’shat the Pleet had been
located by Japanese reconnaissonce 2,M, 9th December, whilst
later thet day the C~in~(}. reoeived news of the landing at
Kuantan_;already narraved in para.22ls These two events must
have decided the C~in-C, to abandon 'the Singox-a cherauon and
close Kuantan on the 10ﬁh December. < 7

q v—‘

233, Had, the G-m--C. I'J.O'I:Jfled his change plan, it is
conceivable that AsHaQo might have moved ’\JO.Z‘/ Squadron to
Kuantan vhere it could have stood by at call; R/T inter—
‘cummurication between the  two ships and the aquadron aireraft

had already been arranged, Some effective support might then
have ceéen given,  fietually no call for assistance was sent until .
the Jaopanese attack had been pressed home, by which t:une i}
intervention from Singapore was mposs:.ble.

25hee The sinking of these two ships was a serious shock to
the morale of everybody in the Far East, Their loss, combined
“with the imericen losues at Pearl Harbour, gave the J' apanese an
undisputed command of the sea in Malayan raters.

-

srrival of Dutch Relmforcements,

PAn e Dur:mg the morning of 9th December, the three Duich
Bomber (22 Glen Martins) and one Fighter (9 Bufialoes)
Sguadrons arrived at Sembawang and Kallang respectively in
accordance with the mutual reinforcement plan, It was found
thet the Dutch bomber crevus were not- trained in night £lying,
and $0 one squadron (9 adreraft) was sent back to the N.E.I.
to traing' thé intention being, on its return, to send the
other squ'\drons in succession for the same purpose, Ls .
4eHyGQo had already decided not to use British bombor squadrons

in the:l.r bombing role by day until fighter escort or’ cover
could be provided, it was obviously essentisl to apply: the decision

to ‘the Dutch Lc;zc«c.r sque‘dronu » perticulorly as their Glen Ibrtins
¢ owexe sl:mcr 'lnd no bet r_;__;ratc,_ctr\] then the British Blcnha,;_

Ev’lcuﬁta.an of .xomdr'uef 1n Ny, halayo,

236,  Moanwhile in Northern Malaya, it was evident that tho
moin line of advance by the Japonese Army was from Singora
across Malaya to the Llor Star area and thence by the VWest :
Coast routc dovm the peninsula, The 1lth (Indian) Division
was being pressed back towards Jitra ond the vital position on
the right flank at the 'Ledge! b.a.d not yet been secured, :

257 Bopbing rof our aerodromeds in V.v?’. Malaya cont:mued.
during the 10th December and A.H,Q. decided that, the area must
be evacuated. From Bubterworth No,62 (B) Squadron (reduced
%0 2 aircrafi) was ovacuated to Taiping: No.2l (F) Squadron - kil
R.isiaPy {6 ropairable aircraft) to Ipoh, whére: 8 Bofors guns
had by now been installed, leaving No,27 (W) Squadron (nil -
serviceability) -still -at- Bubteriiorth, .11 bhe unserviceable
diroraft of Nos.27, 34 (B) and.62 (B) Squadroms which were

capable of flying were flown to,Singapore for repair,
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238, ~In an endeavour to improve repair and maintenance -
facilities in N,V, Malaya an R.'& S.U. was formed at this. time
fram No.l5X M.U, at Seletar and ordered to Taiping: on arrival 3t
detached a Mobile Salvage Section to Butterworth where conditions for
maintaining operations were very primitive,

2394 The morale of the personnel of the Air Force Units evacuated
from Sungei Patani had deteriorated, Their helplessness on ' scantily
protected agrodrcmes in' the face of severe and constant bombing and
machine-gun attacks, during which aircreft were remorselessly destroyed
without replacement, had its due effect, This was aggravated bym
growing feeling of futility at ths opportuneness of these attacks

(see para.198) and by the pernicious effect of runours of disaster in
the land fighting., These runours vere eventually troced to their
sourcc and on the morning of the 1lth Degember, an AJrmy Intelligence
Officer was arrested, at Butterworth, charged with assisting the
Japanese and sent to Singapore for trial, . He was also suspected .of
passing to the Japanese advance information of squadron movements,

240, .- The misfortunes of ‘units were also heightened by the wholesale
defection of native personnel as a result of the bombing attacks,

Only improvised and sketchy arrangements could be madé in conditions
which at the best were primitive owing to the numerous moves which
squadrons had'been forced to make,

241, The defection of labour also spread to the railway in the
arca. It was due to the untiring energy of a small party of the Royal
4ir Force headed by Flight Lieutensnt R,D.I. Scott, who personally -
drove a locamotive, that salvaged material was got away to the south,

242, There was no senior R,A,F, officer at Bubtterworth with
sufficient weight to take control cnd there.'was no doubt that some
personnel got out of handa It should be made clear, however, that the
loss of morale applied only to persomnel evacuated fram Sungdi Patani,
viz, Nos,2l (F) R.,.L...J'. and 27 (\F) Squadrons, particularly No.2l.

In vicw. of this, the 4.0,0, convened a Court of Inquiry to review the
circumstonces, Group Captain McCauley, ReieiiJFey was appointod
President and, in conditions of some difficulty, took evidence and
submitted a preliminary report to the £4.0.C, at some date betiicen 20th
and  24th January, Unfortunately, all record of it has been lost, In
his written recollections (submitted during 1946) Group Captain McCauley
stated the generﬁal findings were that while' the planning and control

of the evacuation was not up to:the desired standard and there was lack
of ce~ordination between Squadron and Stotion Cammanders, the evidence

did not reveal any instance where disciplinary action was called for against
any individual,

243, Meanvhile the commencement of denial schemes at. ilor Star on
10th December had had unfortunate repercussions, The sight of large
fires and the sounds of explosion in their rear had caused a measure of
nlarm amongst our ovm forward troops,  So much s06 that strict orders were
1ssued to Commender, Norgroup, that no fires were +o be started and no
demolitions by explosion. carried out, Buildings vere to be damaged

only, petrol and oil run to waste and demolitions of the aerodromas

left to Corps R.E's to touch off,

Scale of Enemy iir Effort,

“hi. On the 8th., 9th and 10th December, the Jopanese had used a
daily average of over 120 aircraft sorties in I, Malaya, 'mos’sly against
R,L.Fs cerodromes, Fighters and some bambers were based.on S.E. Siam
the majority of bombers on Indo~China, It wos éstimated that over 100
alrerart wcre&in the Singora~Patani area and at least 280 in Indo~China,
Types identified werese— M .
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Fightérs o - . -Navy 'Of : 3
Twin Enginé Bombers - ' Navy 96 and Army 97 .
Dive Bombers - Junkers 87N (Japanese version

Fomation“of‘ Y;far Council, Malava,

2454 ' On the 10th Dec'ember,' Mr. Duff‘ Cooper, whose ministerial
duties had taken him to Singapore, formed a “iar Council, the .
capopition of which was ¢s follows;= : '

lirs Duff Cooper, Chairman :

H.E. the Governor of the Straits Setitlements

C=in~C,, Far Bast ' .

C=in~C., lastern Fleet

G40sCs; Malaya

As04C,, Far Hast :

and later, 3ir George. Sansom as being responsible for
Propagandaaand Press control.

This Var Council met daily for deliberation mainly in
connection with the conduct of the war in Maloya, ° ‘

Events on the 1lth Decenber 1941,

246, On the night of the 10th/llth December a number of runours
were current ~ paratroops being dropped, flares being fired, eto, =
which proved to be unf ounded,

2474 On 1lth Décember, the squadrons in N, Malaya were not in
o position to take offensive action, Coastal _reconnaissance,
however, to the north of Kuantan by sections of Hudsons continued,
Catalinas extendsd the search into the S, Chine Sea, whilst the
PsR, Buffalo continued to register Japanese aotivities off the
South Siamese coast, ' Enemy submarine reports necessitated the
despatch of scetions of Vildebeesstes without result,

248, No.2l (F) Squadron, R,L.AJ., had no aircraft available
for tactical reconnaissance for ITIrd Corps, and so A.HiQe issued
orders that the squadron vas %o be brought up to strength (16 I.E,)
at Ipoh immediately with a proportion of new pilots,

249, Eighty Japanese a:lrcrai‘t attacked Penang Towny 1o
alrcraft were availeble for its protection,

250, On the ground, in addition to advances in the N.E., and
N.W,, the Japanese had also infiltrated down the east coast as far
as Trenganm, In the north-west, where the main Japanese forces
were advincing there was considerable pressure on the 1lth (Indian)
Division but no major action had been fought, Attaocks framn the
air on our forward troops increased in weight on the 1lth, thouih
the onemy air effort was still being expended chicfly on our
aerodrones,

2513 To assist the defence of Borneo, the Dutch placed  at
Sinkawang under L.H.Q. operational control one sguadron (9) Glen
Mar¥ins and one Flight (L) Buffaloes,. s

‘Consideration of Bamwer Tolicy,

252, On the evening of the 1lth Decerber, it was decided to
attack Singora aerodrame onoce mors, the arrival over the objective
to be just before first light on the 12th, Bight aircraft of No, 3k
(B) Squadron at Tengah wers detailed, The attack was unsucoessfuls
few aircraft got through the bad -~ “+her and flying accidents took
their toll,

. /253,



253 This raid was corrded out as part of the currantﬁpoll?y for
barbing Japanese aerodromes in opder to reduc@rthe scale of th?lr

- alr activity against our ground forces. The Alr Staff at LeH.Q.,
however, strongly held the view that the correct employment of air
forces was in the attack of the shipping and troop concentrations in
the Singora area where the main landing had taken place and throggh
which reinforcements were still enteringy They felt that the time
had not yet come to concentrate on co-operation with the Lxmy to
delay the Japanese advance on the ground, Furthermore, the
resources avallcble for the bombing of aerodromes were not sufficient
to produce any real effect on the Japenese effort, This was the
view of the A.0.C., but he considered that he could neot alter the
policy which was selected to meet the wishes of {the G.0.C., Malaya,
who was anxlous that action should be designed to-reduce the scale
of air attack on our troops, The G.0.C, was approached again at
this time but reiterated thot "bomber policy rust give immediate
relief to his troops" which, in his view, could only be achieved by
borbing acerodromes,

254 It was indeed noticeable that with the increase in the
number and weight of attacks against cur forward troops some
deterioration of morale had set in, largely because this type of
attack wes being experienced for the first time, It was the. .
moral effect of air attock reother than the numbsr of casualties that
was sustained that continued to be the main feature of this aspect
.of the campaign omongst army, air force and civilians alike,

2654 However, the G.0,C's point of view was confirmed by
G,H.3s who, on l2th December, issuecd a War Instruction, the relevant
paragraph -of which read:~

"For the present, assistence to the 1lth Ind, Division
is to toke precedence over other R,A.F, offensive
tagks",

On the 12th December, the C~in-C, visited L.,H.Q. and re-emphasised
the dmportance of providing support to the Army in the north~west,

Provision of support for the frmy,

256, On the 11th/12th December, the land position in the north-
west worsened, The 1lth Indian Division was forced badk to the
Jitra linc and Krohcol came under -héavier attacks, The withdrawal
of the latter force would have grave conscquencss s it would expose
the right flank of the 1llth Indian Division and thus nosessitnte a
general withdrawal out of Kedah province, « e

257 The only aircraft still available in the areca for direct
support of the Amy were two or three Buffaloes of No,2l (F) Squadron,
RiAsiidFe, at Ipoh; the rest of the squadron was being re-equipped
at Singaporcy The A,0,C, decided, therefore, to send the airoraft
*and pilots of No.453 (F) Squadron from Singapore to Ipoh where they
would be serviced by the ground crevs of No,2L1 Squadron, It was
intended to return them to Singapore when the rest of No.2l Squadron
had been re=equipped,

i o aisd
258, Nos453 (F) Squadron arrived at Ipoh on the morning of the
13th and began operating fram there, using Butterworth asg an advanced
landing ground, - Connection was established with the Observer Corps
Operations Room at Kuala Lumpur in the hope of cbtaining at least m
_ short warning of ottacks upon the station, 3 \

259, Oporations were vigorously undertaken from Ipoh between the
13th and the 15%th December, Japanese convoys were abttacked on the
road Simpang - Llor Star - Kepala 3antas, Tectical reconnaissances
viore corried out ond enemy bombers and reconnaissance aircraft in

the aren were engaged with same successy notabl;” on the 13th vhen

48



5 gneny oircreft attacking Penang were claimed by the squadron,
45 a result, it was reported that the merale of ocur troops
sharply appreciated.

260, - On she 15%h December, No.2l (F) Squadron, Riii.F.,
lef't Singapore 6 reinforce Ipch, but owing to Bud weather
five aircraft force~landsd and crashed and only dix airoraft
got through, '

261, Opsrations in support of-the Army seriously reduced

the servicecability of No,4b3 (F) Squadron and further losses

vere caused by the intensive bombing of Ipoh aerodrome which

now commenced, . In consequence, on the 15th Decerber, ¢,H.Q.
issued an instruction t ot the role of the, Ipoh fighter force

was primarily reconngisscnoe for IIIrd Corps: it was not to be
used against ground targets and wastoge was not to be made good

at the expense of the squadrons allotted to the defence of
Singapore, In practice, the squadrons in the north functioned
mainly in the defence of the Ipoh area, carrying out such tactical
reconnaissance as was required by IIIrd Corps, They continued ;
in this role at Kuala Lumpur, to which enemy air attacks had driven
them on the 19th Decenber,

Demclition of /erodrcomes.

262, + The salvage of equipment from asrodromes in N.W. Malaya
continucd, Sungei Patani, Butterworth and Taiping were
successively cleared and all stores and personiiel sent baok to
Kunla Lunpur by road, and reil for sorting, = It subsequontly
transpired that, by an oversight, nearly 200,000 gallons of
toviation petrol had besn. lef't intact in the Sungei Patani area,

2634 Exporience ves to show that the denolitiop of -scradraw
surfaces had little more then nuiscene value and only slightly
radrrded the Jopmmese efforts to bring then indo service for their
ovm forces. Speedy repairs were possible as ~ '

(a) large stocks of metal had . been accumilated on
each aerodrome for repairs, and proved too
bulky for their wxemoval and denial *to the
enemys

(b) occupation by the Japanese followed demolition
- * 80 quickly that the heavy rains had no tims
to Yake effect;

(c) tho sbundant native lsbour was farcibly
impressed by the encmy for repairs,

Hithdrowal of Air Forces in N.W. Malaya to Singspore,

264, As early as the 20th December Japanese bombers and-

fighters were using aerodromes in the north~vest, particularly Sungei
Pateni, ond the scale of attack in the Kuala Lumpwr area correspondingly
inereased, - By the afternoon of 22nd December these attacks had.
reduced the combined strength of Nos,21 (F) R.l,..F. and 453 (®)
Squadrons to four cperationclly serviceable aircraft, :

265, In vicw of the cnemy!s grea t numerical superiority, further
attempts to reinforce these squadrons only meant: dissipoting aircraft
from their main role ~ the defence of Singapore. It was decided,
therefore, %o withdraw the force to Singapore, and this was done-on -
23rd Decerber, - It meant that operations in support of the- Army -

in the north-west ¢ould be undertaken only by using XKuala' Lumpur and

airfields to the south as advanced landing grounds,
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266, The two fighter squadrons had been foroed to ope;a?e.underd
very difficult conditions, Maintenance and servicing faol}lfles ?a

bomnecessarily primitive,. whilst the warning system gave Little, if

any, notice of attack, .

6 £ i and the
26 ' They had fought courageously but their heavy losses and
unz;pactedly iigh calibre of Japanese aircraft an§ pllots and the
supericr nunbers of the enemy, caused same loss of moralé,

268, However, the work of these squadrons had a good effect, if

only a temporary one, on the attituda of our troops to the air,
although the number of enemy alroraft shot down was only small,

269, . - With the withdrawel of the R.AFe from the Qorﬁhﬁwest,
Norgroup was disbanded and a Liaison Officer was left at H.Q, IILlrd
Corps,

Ll

Army Situation,

2704 While these' operations and moves of air forces had been
taking place the Army had been compelled to give more ground, On
15th December the Japanese broke through on the right of the 11lth
Indian) Division and threatened %o push through the gap between the

ivision and Krohcol, 4 big withdraval had therefore %o be nade

out of Kedah province to the Krian river, Penang was thus left isolated
and was evacuated on the night of 16th/17th December,

270, Betvieen the 17th and 26th December our forces fought for the
Taiping ~ Ipch area, preparatory to taking up positions in the Kampar
district which offered the best vossibilities for prolonged defence

in this part of Malaya,

2727, The prospéots of stabilising the situation, however, ware
not good; and as early as 16th December. the sole Camand Reserve

consisting of a wealk Brigade Group, had been cocmmitted to the figﬂting
in the north~west,

215, In the rest of Malaya gare,

(LY Brigade Group in Kelantan which was already cngaged
vith Japanese forces advancing from Kota Bahru,

(ii) A Brigade Group at Kuantan which was already threatensd
by Japanese infiltration down the Trengganu coast,

(1£1) A Division (2 Brigades of the Australian Imperial
Forc?s in Johore, particularly to guard against
landings in the Mersing area on the East coast,

(iv) Two Brigade Groups for the defence of Singapore
Island, o

A;l these fgrces Were eilther already comnitted actively or potentially,
Adequate reinforcement for the forces in the main battle area therefore
depended on the safe arrival of reinforcements fran outside lialaya,

Preparations for transfer of Units to N.B.I,

2 The evacuation of the northern aerodromes had been foreseen

and as this would eventually result in congestion of aerodrames on Singapore
Island, A.H.Q. issued orders as varly as the 14 5h December for stocks

of bombs together with refuelling and re—arming parties to be.sent o
aerodromes in Synatra, Shortly after, two staff officers from A.H,Q, and

an of'f'icer of +the Lo W,.Dy vere ordered to Sumatra to accelerate work in
connection withs ~ |
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(2) providing facilities for the transit of reinforcing
aircraft.

(b) the operation of bambers fram Sumatra, including
the selection of 2 Bomber Group H.Q,

275, Tor these -movements it was possible %o call upon an
Air Transport service from Singepore - Sumatra — Java which had
been instituted by the Dutch Army Alr Service, The nurber and
capacity of the transport aircraft were Limited but they enabled
the movements to Sumatra o be carried out rapidly, The Dutch
considered it inadviscble to operate these aircraft in Northerm
Malaya, where little fighter protection could have been provided,
Their value in this area would have been inestimable for the
maintenance of bauber and fighter squacrons and their subsequent
withdrawal,

276, A worning order was also issued on the 22nd Decenber
for the move of Wo,1l53 .U, from Kuala lumpur to Java, By that
time the Japanese had advanced as far south as Talping, and Kuala
Lunpur wos threatened, It was felt that the work of the unit
could be more satisfactorily carried out in Java,

Japanese Attack on Borneo,

2774 It is nov necessery to revert o operantions off the
Bast coast of Malaya leading up to the J apanese atiack. on Bornso,

On the 13th Decenber, G.H.Q, received information from
a reliable source that a lorge convoy of well over a hundred ships
was heading S.8.W, Traw the direction of Saigon, Its destination
" was not known for some days, and it constituted an obvious menace
to Malaye where there were several good beaches, with little or no
defence, at which r successsful Landing would have had serious
consequences to the Army, which was still closely engaged on the
western side of Malaya.

278, Accordingly, reconpaissance activity from Malayas was
materially increased, and during the period 13th to 24th December
most of the available bambers stood by to attack the cneryy convoy
when found, '

279 Fram Maleya, an awerage of 2 Catalina, 6 Hudson and 6

Glen Martin sorties was sent out deily to locate the expedition,
whilst Dutch Glen Martine fram Hinkawang in Dutch Borneo were
similarly erployed. On the Lith, 6 cruisers vere reported south

of Saigon, and on the afternoon of the 16th a landing was reported
at Miri, The ships in the ares were attacked by the Dutch in

bad weaother on the 17th, 18th and 19%th, Hits were claimed on

a cruiser and transports, and several ncor misses against transports,

280, The reconnaissance activity continued, spreading south—
east t0 the Rhio Archipelago, ond on the 23rd December an
expedition headed towgrds Kuching vias detected, Both Kuching
and Sinkawang acrodromes had been attacked by Japanese aircraft

on the preceding days, and the former hhd been "wlovm", - The
Dutech aircraft at Sinkawang were withdrown %o Palembang in
Sumatra on the 2lth, "cliou'{;h before they werc transferred they were
able to carry out a fewr attocks ageinst the enemy convoy,

281, This same convey was attacked on the 24hth by 3 Hudsons and
also by 5 Blenhein IVs of 10,34 (B) Squadron, Several near

nisses were claimed but na positive sinkings,. A Dutch submarine
claimed o have sunk 3 transport and 1 %4anker in the erca,
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Heavy Demands for Reconnaissance,

282, Seaward reconnaissance ot this time obsorbed almost all
the G,R, and bomber aircraft in Maloya, In addition Yo major
Japanese expeditions sast of Moloya, Joponese forces were still
infiltrating south dowmn the Ecst ceoast towards Kuantony and on

the 15th December a flight of M.V.i.F, wos established o Kohang

to corry out local constal reconncisscnce for the Ausdralian

forces in Johore who were responsible for guarding against ‘landings
in the Mersing - Endau arsa, Reconnnigsance up the West const

also became an increasing commitment during the sccond half of
Decembers Regular reconnaissances viere instituted f rom 22nd December,
o8 the Japanese vierc already showing signs of infiltrating in small
boats by day and night domn the West coast bohind our Army's loft
flank, Their discovery and attock was difficult as the boats moved
. in weters flanked by luxuriant tropical undergrowth, By day, the
Japanesc protected their movements with fighter patrols, -

283, A% this period, further calls upon our limited air forces

srose from the nced for night rcconnaissances over Singanord

Island in an cndecavour to locate simalling by £ifth columnists

idn ‘Singaporce Nothing definite wos discovered but suspicions continued,

284, The possibility that the Japancse might spread scross from
Maleya to Sumatra had dlso to be faced, ond from this date a squadron
of Dutch Glen Martins at Pakanbaroc in Sumotra were employced -on
reconnaissance to detect eny such novement,

Minor Reorganisctions.

285, Meanvhile, certain reorganisations of squadrons had taken
placc. One flight of Wirraways (6) was formed ot Kluang on the 18th
and training in dive-borbing comienced, vhilst the aircrews of No,60
(B) Squadron were scnt back to Buma by sea and by B.0.A.0, to

join their ground pcrsonnel ot Langoon, No.60 Squad-on aircraft
wore left in Malaya (7 Blenhcim I's) ond wore taken over by No.62 (B)
Squadrone  They wierc all in poor condition,

Order of Battlc = 24+th December 1941,

286, At this stage of the cumpaign the disposition of squadrons
ond their approximate strongths in Serviceable aircraft werc os
follows: =~ . .

Bamber Squadrons:

Blcnheims ; No, 34 Sgucdron:

10 Tengsh
No.62 Squadran ~. 9 Tengah
Dutch Glen Martins Two Sgucdrons - 15 Scribawang
Wirraweys One Plight - 6 + Kluang
T,B, Sguadrons,
Vildebeostcs 0,36 Squadron - 16 Seletar
. i Noe 100 squadron =, 13 Seletar
Albacores One Flight - 5 Seletar
Fightcer Sguadrons,
Buffalocs No.21 Squadron) reorganising
Ryligh F.)
No,453 Scuadron) Serbawang
Noe«243 € uadron -~ 15 Kallang
No.,488 sgquadron =~ 1y Kallang
Dutch SHcuadron - 9 Kallang
Night Pighter (Blemhoims )No.27 Squndron - reorranising Kellang
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G.R. Squadrons.

Hudsons No,1l Squadron
Relzgliel'y = 5 Semb awang
¥0.8 Squadron
- R .l“- . .’L‘F . = 8 SCIJJb &”.‘I(lng
Catalinas N0,205 Squadron = A Seletar
Miscellaneous . | ;
Noel £...0,U, Swordfish Onc Flight - 4 Tengah
oharks One FPlight =~ L4 Tengah
M.V, 40.F, Evarious Recce, Flight Kahang
MaVeloFo (Various) Comii, Flight Kallang
Dutch Squadron
(Glon Martins) Onc Squadron = 9 Pakanbaroe
(Sumatra)
Reinforceonent Situhtion.
287, From the 8th December onwards many messages had been

interchanged betiicon the Air Ministry and the Far East on the subjcct
of reinforcemcnts which, camiencing with rather a long range policy
of supply, developed, with the steady advance of the Japanese Army,

ﬁch.f?uﬁﬁifvﬁw into e—hand=—te—moutl arrangement of diverting to the Far East eny

squadrons from other Camande which could arrive in time, By the
25th Decembeor, the position as understood by A.H.Qa wass=

Hudson II!s o= 6 arrived from Lustralia on 25/12
to reinforce Nos,l and 8 (GR)
Squadr Ons, R.A.J’l'- .F.-

HudsonsIII's - 52 to be flown out from England
commeneing about 20/12,

Blenheim IV's - L2 from Middle Bagt - 7 arrived
by 25/12: remainder en route,

Hurricanes - 51 in crates with 24 pilots en
routc by seca due on or about
8th January, 1942,

Catalinas I 4 cn route with 2 sparec crews,
The plan for their disposition was:e=
Hudson III!s - to (a) re-ecquip No.62 (B)
Squadrony and

(b) surplus, reinforce Nos,l
and: 8 (GR) Squadrons

R..‘IL.J‘L-F -
Blenheim IV!s - to be sheorbed into No,3h (B) Squadron,
Hurricancs : - to be uscd from Kallang and Johorc

in defence of Singapores it was
anticipated Buffalo Squadrons would
be whittled awey by the time these
Hurricancs arrived,

Catalinas - Onc to rcmain at Ceylon, remainder

to reinforce No,205 (FB) Squadron
at Scletara
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N/ARRATIVE FROM 25TH TECELEER 1941 - 30th JANULRY, 1942,

Change in High Commend,

288. On thc 27th Decenber, General Sir Henry Povmell rolicved
Adr Chief Marshal Sir Robert Brooke-Pophom as Commander~in-Chief, Far
Easte

Arrival at Singapore of Reinforcenent Convoys,

289, From the 26th Deccmbor 1941, arrangements for the reception
of reinforcement convoys ot Singepore became of overriding importance;
not the least factor being the urgent neccessity to maintain the
sccrecy of their orrivel. This was,successfully accomplished,

290, Reinforcement troop convoys ecrrived in Singapore during the
period under review on 3rd Januory and the 13th January, 1942, the
latter also containing 51 crated Hurricanes (sec Pars.287)., In view
of the importance of these convoys to the defence of Maloya GeHeGs
issued an instruction on the 27th December that "air protection for
convoys bringing reinforcements will now take precedence beFore the
other tasks',

291, Reinforcements were, if anything, morc important to the
Army cven then to the R.4.F. ALL the fighting since the bEginning

of the campeign had fallen on the IIIrd Corps, particularly'the Llth
(Indian) Division, and the troops padly necded o rest; and as the
reinforcements contained a complete fresh Division (18th) as well as
anti-oircraft regiments, it was vital from the Lrmy point of view that
the Lir Force in Malays should do everything in their power to ensure
that the convoys got through, The first Brigade of thoe 18th
Division landed on 13th Jonuary,

292, Alr protection for these convoys involved sridespreoad
reconnaissance sweeps into the S. China See, close anti-submarine
protection from the Banka Straits onvards and fighter escort for the
final approach to Singapore, An coxtremcly vulnershle part of the
route was through the Banke Straits off Z. Sumatra and for the
protection of the convoys in this arca the Dutch Fighter Squadron based
at Kalleng was moved t0 Palermbang on the 29th December and again on the
9th Janurry.  Apart from the fighters, opsraotions in co~operation
vlth these convoys for periods of three days for each convoy, euployed
at lecst 2 Cataline, 6 Hudson end 4 Glen Mortin sorties daily, In
addition, during these 3=day periods all other availsble aircraft in
the Command hed to be kept at short notice in case the convoys were
attacked by enemy naval or air forces, In this situation the absence
of effective noval strength in Malayan waters was acutely felt, The
only available alternative to it was our aircraft, appreciable nurbers
of which had conscquontly to stand by for this duty and were thus
unable to participate in the battlse on land,

293¢ It is difficult herc adequately to convey the sense of
tension which prevailed as these convoys approached Singapore and

the sense of exultation at their safe arrivale. The feeling spread
thoet at least the Jepanesc were going to be held on the ground if not
driven back, whilst it was confidently expected that the Hurricangs
would sweep the Japenecse from the sky,

Withdrawal of the Army to Johore,

295, But by the time that the first reinforcements arrived the
position of the Army had seriously worsencd, On the West coast a
withdrawal from the strong Kampar position had been forced upon IIIrd
Corps by an out-~flanking londing at Telok iAnson on the West coaste
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The foreing of a line on the Slim river and further landings in
the Kuala Selaongor reglon led to the evacuation of Kuala Lumpur
and Port Swettenham on the 10th Januory; and by the middle of
January the bulk of our forces were back to the northern fronticr
of Johore, littlc morc than 100 miles from Sinpgoporc,

295 On the Eest coast, the Brigade that had originally held
‘the Kota Bahru arca had fallen back without serious losses to
Central Maloya vhere it joined the 1lth (Indian) Division, The
Brigade defending Kuantan hod also been forced to retreat before
strong Jopanese forces vhich began to attock on the 30th December,

296, Thereaftor, the Jopnnesc on the Esst coast began to
nove steadily down towards Mersing, There had been no attacks
in this arco up to the middle of Jonuary, but a major Japenese
landing was cxpected. daily,

297 The progress of the Japanese hruy was guicker than had
been anticipated, chiefly as the result of its possession of an
armoured component, its superiority in jungle warfare, and its
ability to pass parties in boats dowm the West coagt round the

left flank of our Army, Infiltrating Japonese frequently got
behind our forward troops snd formed road blocks on their lines

of camunication which proved difficult, and sometimes impossible
to clear, OQur own demolitions were gwiftly repaired or
circumvented by the enemy; and in general the speed and esggression
of his follov-up come &5 a surprisc,

Co—operction with the lrmy.

298, The heavy comndtments of the air forces for reconnaissenos,
convoy protection and the air defence of Singopore, reduced the
number of alrcreft availsble for the direct support of the Lrmy
during this period.

299. In response to rcauests from H,Q.M.C. and IITrd Corps
action was token zpgainst Jopanese landing perties on the Weast coasta
Daily offensive roconnaissances were corried out by & %o 6 Glen
Martins or Blenheims, unescoricd at first but later, after L.
aircraft had been shot down in one day, with fighter protection.

5 Shark aircraft were moved up to Botu Pahat on 2nd Jonuary and
also took part in this type of operation,

300, Barges off Port Svettenham wero attacked by Blenheims
on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th January: several near misses were
observed but no definite sinkings,

301. With incrcased Japanese activity against the West coast
from 15th January air attocks were made on an incrcased scale:=

15th Jan: by 6 Hudsons, 6 Glon Martins and 3 Blenheims
escorted by 12 Buffaloes on barges in the
Iinggl River: tvo borges were sunk and three
damaged by the Hudsons.

16th Jang 15 Buffaloes attackdd transport ond movements
on the road Tompin/Gemas whilst 9 Blenhcims
and 6 Glen Martins rollowcd by 4 Buffaloes
attacked barges in the Muar River where further
landings were taking place,

17th Jon: 9 Vildebeostes escorted by 6 Buffaloos continued
attacks on barges in the Muar River whilst
fighter cover was provided for a move by road of
the A.L.F, in the area.
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18th Jen: Attecks on barges in the Mucr River and on
troop concentrations in the Gemos area
continued -~ o total force of 6 Blenheims,
5 Hudsone and 14 Buffeoloes being employsd,

3024 In addition, btactilcal reconnailssance by one or two
sections of Buffaloes was carried out for IIIrd Corps, chiefly

. in the Seremban - Tampin ~ Gemes area. Special bambing attacks
were carried out by Blenheims on 10th January to destroy trains
full of /rmy stores which owing to the congestion and

dislocation of the railway system, had been stranded at Malacca.
The attacks wore at least partly successful as were attacks made

on 12th January against some oil tanks which had becn left

intact at Port Swettenham,

5035, Port of our offensive cffort continued to be made against
Japanesse-held aerodromes in order to meet the wishcs of G,0.C,
Malaya for a reduction in attacks against our forwerd troops.

These had continued concurrcntly with attocks against our asrodrames
both in Malays and on Singapore Zsl-oad and against our road and
rall camunications behind the beottle fronta

50L.q Doily flights over Norilhern Mclaya by our P,R, Buffaloes
revealed that cerodromes "blowm" in the withdrawal were quickly
repaired and occupied, Gong Kedsh was occupicd on the 3 1lst December,
Ipoh on the 4th January and Kuanton on the 9th January.

305, Consequently, ottocks on aerodromes in Northern Malaya
were made ot frequent intervals during the latter part of December
and the first half of Januory, They cntailed long flights by
night, often in very bad weather conditions, Lltogether, betiecn
20th December ond 15th January, some cighty sortics were carried out
against this typo of toarget. Sungei Patoni was atiacked six times
Gong Kedah twice, Ipoh and Alor Star once. Good rosulks worc
achieved by Blenheims of No, 3. (B) Squadron ot Jungei Patandl on
27th/28th December photographic, reconnaissance on the following
dey confirming that ot least 7 fighters had been destroyed and 5
fighters and 3 bambers domaged,

306, Good results were also obtained at Gong Kodsh on lst/2nd
January by Catalinas, Those aircraft had by this time Largely

been withdrawm from reconnaissance work, which was instead carried
out by Hudsons, owing to the vuluerebility of the Catalina to
fighter attacky Their rangc cnd bam load proved very useful for
night bombing operations., Twice in Jonuary Catalines attacked the
main enemy base at Singora o torget which by this time was beyond the
range of any other sireraft in the Command.

307 In addition, two attempts werec made to corry out strong
fighter attacks ajainst Kuantan acrodrome; but bad weather on each
occasion forced our fighters to return,

3084 That thesc operations inflicted Llosses upon the encmy is
certain, It is equally certain that the enemy had more then
sufficicnt reserves to replace his losses without delay.

Japanese air operations against Singapore.

3094 During this period alse, the Joponese cxtended their
attacks to Singapore Island, particularly apgainst Tengah, on which
our Blenheim force was based, Hight raids were a constant
ocourrcnoco but these wore mainly of o nuisance value and little
demage ves done by them, No.27 (W) Squadron, which had been
reorganiscd at Kallang, and which now had 5 Blenheim I's servicesble,
was used in an cndeavour 0 intercept these attaocks but without
succgss owing to the poor performance of their aircraft,
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3104 Day raids touok place with incrcasing intensity, at
first by badbers alone, and later by barbers escorted by fighters,
On the lst Jonuary the first serious attack against Tengah took
place as a result of which coolies stompoded and native labour
disappeoreds This was to happen ot all nerodrcmes as they
become attacked, necessitoting the replacement of “domestic
personnel by Eurcpeons and making it increasingly difficulty to
repolr damage to aerodramé surfaces, 4Lt all Stotions on the
Islond dispersed accammodation for personnel was provided,
moblle kitchens improvised, ond, in the case of Seletar, married
femilics were moved o alternative querters,

FLLe Tengoh was attacked again on the 6th Januwary, 9th Januery
12th January, 13th January and l4th January., On the 15th, the
naval base was attacked and on the 16th, nerodromes and the dockse
The 17th wos a particularly bad day, .ttacks on aerodromes were
corried out by escorted bombers and, under thoir cover, Low
flying fighters slipped in and attacked Sembawang and Seletar,

4% Seletar, 2 Cotalinas at their moorings were burned out and
another two damaged, Six Blepheins at Tengoh were damaged to

a vorylng degree, whilst at Sembawang 3 Buffalocs on the ground
were destroyed and 4 demaged, Lttacks were carried out by same
80 bombers of which 2 were brought down and another 4 danoged,

The attack was repeated on the 18th against the naval base and the
‘docks, and again 2 were brought down and possibly 6 domnged for
the loss of 8 Buffaloes,

12, The absence of a first-class fighter aircraft prior to
the second half of January was a handicap, An attempt was mode
to dmprove the performance of the Buffalo by reducing its petrol
load and replocing the unsatisfactory 5 guns by <3033 but it
rerained inferior to the Navy '0' in dog-fighting.

313, Morcover, owing to the short warning of attacks our
fighters were frequently still climbing %o meet the enemy when they
were themseclves attacked, . warning of at least thirty minutes
was required, as it took almost that time for the Buffalo to reach
24,000 fect, which was the height ot vhich the enemy formations
normally flow, PBut the successive evacuation of Observer Corps
Posts on the mainland as the Japanese advonced, and the insdequate
radar cover available, meant that the period of warning was almost
alwoys insufficiont, The best viornings frequently come from
intercepts of the R/ conversations of Japanese aircrows whilst
en route to the target,

3Uie The Dutch Fightcer Squadron in Singapore was transferred
in the middle of Jomuary 6 Palembang (para.35h) lcaving only

2 squadrons of Buffaloes - Nos 243 () and 488 (F) =~ for the
defence of Singapore, as Nos,2l (I') R.LehFe, ond 453 (P) Squadrons
based at Sembawang were used primarily for /jimy co-cperation and
cscorts to bombers operating by doy on the west coast, Lport
fram other handicaps, therefore, defending fighters were
outnumbered in the olr by the Jnpenese fighters in varying

degrees betwean 6 ~ 1 and 15 —- 1,

315, The A.L. dofences of the Islond were of limited effect

in countering air attacks, The Bofors guns gave protection

against all but a few surprise low level attacks, But the

great majority of the enemy's bambing was cearried out from

altitudes of over 20,000 foct where thev werc well above the

ef'factive range of the 3" funs which forred one-third of the heavy
Lol defences, At such heights only the 3.7" guns,of which therc were
only 40 for the Jefence of the many torgets on the Island, could

reach them,

316. On lst January, 1942, the small Fighter H.Q, in Singapore
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wes exponded, albeit on o restricted sonle, It became known
as No.224 (FS Group and Group Captain E,B, Rice remained in

comend. Circumstances did not permit full administretion of
its units snd stations being tronsferred from L.H.Q.

Changes in High Command,

3XT s Lir Vice-dMarshal P.C, Maltby arrived in Singapore on
the 4th Jonuary as Chief of Staff designete ot G.H.0, He
remained ot Singopors to assist Lir Vice-Mershel Pulfords Ln

explanation of the circumstonces! which decided him to toke this
course, is contained in Lppendix "D",

318, it the beginning of Jonuery, it hod been decided by the
4llied authorities to appoint General Sir irchibald avell as
Supreme Allied Commondcr in the 8.1, Pacific, and that he should
absorb into his Headquorters the Commender-in-Chief, For Tast, and
his Staff, Ls o result, General Vavell arrived in Sinceopore on
the Tth Jonunry and moved on 1lth Januory to Batovia with the late
G.H.Q, Staff, This latter included the For Eastern Intelligence
Bureau which moved camplete with all its receords,

319, Ca the 15%th Jonuary, Gensral Wavell of ficially assumed
conmond of the S.W. Pacific, the short name for his H.Q. being
ibdacam, The dual nppointment of Chief of the Lir Staff at
General Wavellls Headquarters ond Couaander of (llied [Lir Forces,
was £illed temporarily by Major General Brereton, U.S. [rmy A1ir
Gorps, pending the arrival of .ir Chief Marshal Sir Richord Pelxsas
The short name for the latter's Lir Hendguarters was Abdair,

These two abbreviations - fbdacom and [bdeir - will be used
henceforth,

320, To focilitate  control of air opcrations within the S,V.
Pacific Command, the arca was divided by wsbdair into six Groups
of which only two need be mentioned in this Worratives - .

(1) Westgroup =~ consisting of R.'%.F, Far East Command
including Units still in Mcloya and those in
transfer to N,E.I,

(ii) Recproup =~ formed for all scoward recomnaissonce in
S«W. Pacific Command from Dutch and [merican

TGSOUrce S, Its Hendguorters was in Java,

Directive to fLirx Forces in Malayn.

321 o On the 18th January, ibdacom strcssed the importance wof
Singora as a torpget and also issued a genercl directive to govern
the operations of the Air Forces, This directive reiterated that
"protection of convoys ot present tckes precedence over ochion
against other Jopanese forces, If, however, new cxpcditions are
located threatening the east coast of llalaya or endesvouring to poss
south of Singapore zll aveileble air effort should be directed ©©
destroying such targets"., The dircctive also stressed the importance
of slowing up the Jopanese advance on leud by attacking Singora,
intervening in the land Wwattle, and of reducing the scale of Japanese
air attack, -

Relative Strength of jir Forces in Malayeo,

2225 To carry out efficiently all these tasks was beyond the
strength of the iir Forces available, On the aftoernoon of -

18th January the serviceability stote of the Jir Forces in Maleya
shoved 74 bonber and G.R., aircraft and 28 fighters all based on
Singnpore With the exception of a snall detochment at Kahang,
Moreover, many of these aircraft were obsclete or cbsolescent,
Lgoinst these it was estimated that the Japancse were malntaining in
Malaye at this time o force of 150 fighters and 250 bombers,
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Lyrival of Further Convoys,

3254 Special attention, as the directive instructed, continued
to be paid to the provision of protection for reinforcing convoys
arriving ot Singopore, Iurther convoys crme in on 22nd, 24th and - ¢
28th Jenuary, bringing the remainder of the 18%h Division, a
Brigade Group fram India, two to three thousand troops fram
iustralia, and more anti-aireraft units, 3

324, Five Hudson sorties were made daily over wide areas
around the convoys to detect the approach of Japecnese naval forces,
One Catelina was maintained mm antimsubmarine potrol and during
the final approach to Singapore a Tighter escort of six aircraft
was maintaineds 41l other aircraft were maintained at short call
as the convoys approached, in case of atiack, ‘

Deterioration of Land:Situation.

5255 Despite the arrival of reinforcements the pcaiticn on
land. continued to deteriorate during the second half of January,

326, On the west coast, the Japanese took full advantage of
their command of the sea to land behind the Lirmy positions,

Between the 16th and 18th January there was a succession of
landings on the Johore coast between Muar and Batu Pahot which, with
heavy frontal attacks, forced our troops to withdrew to the line
Betu Prhat - Mersing, The heavicst casualties of the whole
campaign viere suffered by our troops in these actions,

327 On the enst const, the long expscted landing in the

. Mersing - Endau arcn took place at Endau on 26%h January. The -
lateral communications available in north Johore permitted a
.Junction betwicen the Japrnese forces in tho coet and west of the
peninsula, while a Jopanese advance from the Endsu area threatened
the cammnicntions of the main British forces in the Weste

328, Our losses in the west const battle and the threcet From
the cast dictated a general “ithérawal of our forces to Singopore
Island itself, a decision which was token on the 27th January, L
The withdrawal was achieved in good order. Nevertheless, it had
been hoped that tho arrivel of reinforcements would at least permit
the holding of a bridgehcad in Johore, .ir action during this phasc
is nerrated dn poras, 330 sad 351 and 367 = 385,

'-C‘
Capturc of Borneo.
329, Bornco had also beeh lost by this time. Kuching had

becn captured on 26th December ond its garrison of one Indian
Batuelion forced to retrecat, * It wes located by our reconnaissance
as 1t made its way to Sinkawang, where supplies were dropped

for it by three aircraft on 31s% December,  lpart from a further
reconnaissance on 9th January to ascertain the state of Kuching
aerodrome, no further alr action wos possible,

Lir Lotion against the Janancse Advonces  Off the Bast Coaste

3304 With the withdrawal south through Malaya in Jeanuary, the
battle area come within ronge of sircraft based on Singapore

and air action both ‘on the cast ond west coasts was carried out

as vigorously as commitments e lsewhere, particularly the protection
of reinforcing convoys and the air dofcnce of Singapore, would
permit,
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B Off the cast coast, there was considerable reconnaissance -~
and activity, On 27th December, photographic reconnaissance confirmed

the arrival of 34 ships at Singors, which -.ore proved subscguently to

have brought 2 reinforcing Division., Further reports of enemy shipping
necessitated swecps by Hudsons to the Naotunas on the 3rd and 4th January.

332, - Daily cast coast reconnaissances to the north from Endau beyond
Traypnnu required ot least 6 Glen Martin or Hudson sorties, whilst the
M.V.LF,. continued their clese reconneissaence for the AWLL.F, in the
Endau - Mersing area, ;

33% On the 8th, 9 Glen Martins and 4 Hudsons bambed and scored many

dircct hits on a ship anchored in the Houth China Sea, believed to be ™,
used by the Japanese as a navigational aid for their aireraft, On 9th

January, 9 Glen Martins bombed with success ships unloading at Kuantan,

33k Mecanwhile, Kuantan had been occupied by the Japanese on the

Lth January and infiliration down the coocst towards Endau and Mersing
immediately commenceds By the 13th January A.H.Q. becane convinced of
the possibility of a landing in this vital aréa and a general direction
was therefore issucd to all squadrons governing their action in such

a contingency., A daily reconnaissence by 6 Hudsons wos instituted _
to detcet the approach of any convoy from Indo~China; and reconnsissance
northwerds up the ecast coast, although restricted, was still maintained.

Air Lction against the Japanese Advance: OFfFf the Wost Coaste

335« . The Jopanese exploitotion of their superiority at sea led on

the west coast, as well as the cast, to frequent reconnaissances ond sweeps
over the left flank of the Army by our Adr Forces. ALttacks against
Jopanese~held aerodromes in Central Melaya wore also carried out,

336, On the 19th January, the situation at Muor was réported to be
scrious, Twelve Buffaloes carried out an offcnsive sweep of the orea,
using surplus ammunition on barges during their rcturh, The latter wore
also attacked twice during the day by 3 Hudsons escorted by Buffaloes,
That night, 19th/20th January, 9 Vildebeestcs bambed the acrodrome

at Kuala Lumpur, where some twenty fighters had been ocbserved by Buffaloes
of No,488 (F) Squadron, :

337, On the 20th Jonuary, two Blenheims made an offensive reconnaissance
against shipping off the coast, ILoter 6 Buffaloes carried out an offensive
sweep of the Muor - Gemas area vhere the my reported heovy dive bombing
agoinst troops of ITIrd Corps. They met a fomation of 6 Lrmy 97's,

destroyed one and forced the others to jettison their loads, That evening,

at last light, 7 Blehheims bombed and nuchine-gumed Kuala Lumpur with

great success cloiming the destruction of over 20 fighters, 6 Hudsons attacked
Kuanten at the seme time, Thesc attacks were followed up that night by 24
Vildebeestes, 12 bombing each aerodrame, o i

338, From the 2lst to 24th Jonuary, mony requests for support of the
Army in the Muar area were received, but these were days during which the
protcotion of convoys took precedence and little was available with which
t0 mect them, On the 2lst January, 6 Buffaloecs carried out sweeps in the
morning and afternoon in the Parit Satong - Batu Pohat area; 2 Albacores
and 2 Buffaloes attacked small boats nesr 3atu Pshat; and 2 Albacores
droppcd supplics successfully for troops who had been cut off and thus
assisted them to extricate themsclves, - ‘

339 On 22nd January the Japanese were infiltrating from Muar to Batu
Pahat, ond this road was attacked by 2 Albacores, 1 Shark and 6 Buffaloes,
More supplies werc dropped by Albacorcs of No, 36 Squadron to troops cut off -
in the Parit Salong arca. That night, 22nd/23rd January, 21 Vildebeestes
again bombed Kuala Lumpur, '

340, On the 23rd January, 5 Buffalocs protected the withdrawal of
/troops
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troops from the Yong Peng area (N,N,E. of Batu Pohat) .ond
engaged 12 Navy '0' fighters which were horassing our

troopss 41l availoble Sherks, Albacores and Virraways
attncked troops on the road leading south from Muar, .

Thot night, 23rd/2:th, 12 Vildebeestes bombed Kuantan aserodrome,

3hl. On the 24th January, o Vildebeestes attacked troops
on the bridge at Lobis on the Segamat - Singapore road, whilst
5 others beombed oil tonks left standing &t Muars

32, Cn the 25th Japuary, 12 Buffaloes corried out SWeeps,
norning and ovening, in the Kluang = Gemas=Batu Prhat area,
whilst that night 2 Vildebeestes and 3 Albacores carried out

2 sorties each to cover the sea evacuation of a battalion which
had been cut off in the Muar orec. ..  During that day, 5 UiS.ds
Portresses fram Java carried out an attack against Sungei Patani
under fAbdeir direction, At night, 3 Hudsons attacked Kuala
Lumpur,

343, By the ovening of the 25th January, the airfields at
Kehang, Kluang and Batu Pohat became untensble and were

demolished, as were also the strips which had been prepared in

Se Johore, Their loss was a severs blow, as it had been hoped
they would be avallable for the reinforcing Hurricanes, and they
hed been specially prepared and équipped for that PUrpOsE ,

Seletar, which had now o be used instead, was not so well equipped
with dispersal points, : .

- 4

Adr Action apeinst the Landing ot Endaus

3hliq The lending at Endau (para,327) met as strong a reaction

as was possible with the meagre forsces by now available. On the

26th J anuary, at 0930 hours, Hudson reconnaissance sighted 2

cruisers, 1l destroyers and two 10,000 ton vessels accompanied,

by barges, 10 miles off the coast approaching Endau. They were
being protected by Japanesc fighters based on Kuantan,

35 The forces available for the attnck 6 -the cConvoy weres:-

9 Hudsohs of Nos.1 cnd 8.(GR) Squadrons, R.i.AFs

21 Vildebeostes) _a 4. 36 R

3 A aaree g of Nose36 ahd 100 (TB) Squadrons,

346, ° TWhe attack was organised in tyo waves, The first
wove comprised 9 Hudsons and 12 Vildebeestes and was escorted by
15 Buffaloes and 8 Hurricenes; the second, 3 Albacores and 9
Vildebecstes, escorted by 4 Buffalces and 8 Hurricanes, ..

347 Unfortunately, as both Nos.36 and 100 (TB) Squadrons
had been operating throughout the whole of the previous night,
the first wave of attack could not be launched until the early
afternoon, By this time most of the Japanese troops were
probably clear of their transports,

348, Hovicver, the first wave, consisting of 9 Hudsons and the
Vildebeestes of No,100 (TB) Squadron, was able to press its

attack hame, being helped by rather cloudy conditions, 5 Vildebeestes
were lost %o one crulser and two destroyers sunk, both transports

hit (one set on fire), and severe casualiies caused to troops in
barges and on the beaches,

349, With the arrival of the sccond wave, the Vildebeestes
of No,36 (IB) Squadron, the weather in the area suddenly cleared
and enemy fighters intercepted the squadron before it eould
attack, 6 Vildebeestes and 2 #lbacores were shot down and other
’ fodvoralfteess



alreraft demaged and aircrews wounded, Later, 5 Hudsons of No,62 (3)
Squadron from Sumatra arrived in the arca ond attnacked barges,

350, The fighter cscort problem hed not been casyoving to the slow
Speed of the T.B, aireraft and the distonce of the target orea from their
Island aerodrome, During both attacks, 12 Japmnesc Navy to! fighters
were -shot -down and L drmaged for the loss of 2 Hurrxicaones and 1 Buf‘falo,
one Hurricane pilot personally sccounting for 4 Japanese fighters, .

351, feithor No,36 (TB) nor No,100 (I ) Sguadron was employed in
Malaya again, both boing withdravm %o Jova for reorganisation on the
29th/30th January,

Effect-of Japanesc idvance on R:A_..I_;?. dispositions:
Doeision to Traonsfer Units %0 N.&,I.

352, The advancc of the J apanese into Johore meant that our aircraft
had to operate from the four serodraies on Singepore Island, which meant
o dongerous congestion of aircraft on the ground, especially as enemy
alr attacks steadily grew in violencc during January, Moreover,

aircraf't reinforcencnts were beginning to arrive from the United Kingdom
and the Middle East during Jenuery and there were prospects, therefore,
of still greater congestion, Dispcrsal beyond the confines of Singapore
Island was therefore imperative,

AN During Decermber, the first preparations had been made for
operating R...F. Units in the N.E,I, (peras. 274-6); on 4th January,

N0, 1553 M,Us was moved to Java, and on 16th January, NNo.225 (B) Group
Headquarters was formed in Singapore and moved to bDunatra two days lator,

35k, By mid-Jonuary it was clear to L,H,Q. that ransfers of Units
nust be accelerated oven though facilities for thoir operations and
meintenance in Sumatre verce notk yet ready, In accordance with the prior
agreement made with the Dubch By Lir Force, that Duteh Units should
bo moved first, a progressive withdrawal took place as follows:-

19th January -~ Dutch Buffalo Squadron at Kallang was withdrawn,
and on arrivel in N.E,I, reverded to Dutch
control, in order %o mointain as requisite
the fighter cover r equired for future
convoys tiarough Banka Straits,

22nd January ~ 2 Dutch Glen Martin Squadrons withdrew to J ava
and reverted to Dutch control, L

23rd-27th January = Nos, 27 (W), 3% (B) and 62(B) Squadrons
oxcept for smell aircraft handling parties
were withdrawn and based on Sumatra, as were
alsc the main parties of Nos. 1 and 8 (GR)
Squadrons, R,A,LAF. '

355, Concurrently; -

(a) No, 151 ¥.U. wes ordered to prepare fof a move to Jova
less a party approxime tely 100 strong who were to remain and
salvage and pack equipment, ;

(b) Base iccounts and Record Offices were ordered to Java,

(c) Station H.Q. Sembawong was ordsred to Sumatra. F
356, Each Unit was instructed o procecd with 30 days' rations,
certain barrack storcs and 28 days' pack-up of aircraft equipment,
&1L ground. personnel had to pr oceed by soa and it will be seen lator that,
i . /Wingc sa e



owing o confusion at the Singaporc docks caused primarily

by borbing, and owing to enemy attacks on shipping cn routc, the
arrangements made for their transfer weré badly disorganised,. Dutch
Lodestars helped in these moves to osumatrae and were invaluable,

Lrrival and Allotment of Lir Reinforceriznis.

357, =+ Certain of the aircraft that began to arrive .in the

Par Bast from the United Kingdon and the iiddle East werc also
diverted to Sumatro. This affccted os, 8 (B) and 211 (8) Squadrons
(Blenheim IV's) which began to arrive in Sumatra on 23rd January.
Thelr ground crews werc following by sca,

358, 16 Hudsons srrived from the United Kingdom in Singapore,
the first of ther in the third weck in Januery, and were allotted to
Nos. 62(B) ond No, 8 (GR) R.A.L.F. Squadrons, Of the 52 Hudson III's
that were reported to be en route to the Far East, thesc were the
only ones to arrive, Three roinflorcing Catalinas harl also mrrived '

on 7th Jamary.

359, LH.Ue wes also notified that a further 48 Hurricanes
(addltlonal 't:o the 51 that had arrived on 13th Ja nuc.ry) would be flown
in late in January from H,M.5. "Indomitable"; in addition, 39 crated
Hurricanes were can route at sca,

Fur ther Tronsfers to N.E,.I.

3604 On the 27th Januery, Mo, 8 (GR) Squadron, R...4.F. was transe
fenmwd to Sumatra, and No,205 (FB) Sguadron on the 28th to Java;

the latter on arrival in Java was placed by sbdair undcr Dutch control

as part of Recgroup, No0.205 Squadron loft 1 Catelina at Scletar until

the 30th Tanuary in comnection with the arrival of a further convoy.

On the 29th and 30th January the remaining G.Re S quadron (No.1, Rohiad Fu)
vias transforrod, This gonera transfer was nccessary as with the
occupation of the moinlond not only would the Singapore acerodromeés coric
under still heavicr bombarducnt from the air, but three out of the

four acrodromes would be within range of enany artillery flrc.(‘mu. *\M&_ﬁ?ﬂ)

361 - On the 3ist Jamuary, e ert from fighters, there were left at
Singapore only 3 Swordfish which sierc still under .rmy control for
ceast defence spotting purposes, as HeQ.M.C. at this stoge still did
not rule out the possibility of a lending from the sca on Singapore
Island itself, : :

Changes in appointments in the Commend

362, Owing tothe arrival of reinforcements, thorc was a
reorzanisation of sonior cppointments in the second helf of January.

3634 Lbout 17th January, Group, Captain G.Z. Nicholetts replaced
Group Captain A.G, Bishop as Group Capbain, Operations, at L.H.Q., the
latter having been appointed to coamand the Bomber Group (No.225) in
Sumatra,

36l Lbout 19th Jenvery, Alr Camiodore V.l Sta-ﬁon arrived and
began taking the dutics of S.i.2.0. fron (ir Commodore Bade Silly.

365 On the 29th January, Alr Commodores 8.1, Vincent dénd H.J.F.
Hunter arrived frem the U.K, They had been sont by the Air Ministry
as Commanders designate of Fighter ond Bomber Groups respectively.
Lir Comodore Hunter was sent to Jumatroe on 18t February, to oomnand
No4225 Group which had nlready formed at Palemoang,

366, By the 30th Jfﬂuary ovidng 19 the transfer of units to the

NE,Isy the L.,0.C, dacided o' 1nko ‘preporations for the ¢ steblishment

of a rear A, H.0, Alr Commodorc $illy was scut to Sumatra as Deputy
/-:"--O-Ccatun



4.0.C. in order te select its sitc and berin its orzanisation.

Sustoined Jopanese Alr sdttacks on Sinanore

367, Fron the middle of January onwards the Japancsc carricd out
two and sometimes three attacks daily by fornations of from 27 to 80
bombers cscorted by fighters, The main targets verc acrodrgics,

The raids werc made in perfect formation nnd the accuracy of the
salvo bonbing from heights of over 20,000 feet was most marked,

368, This continual pounding made it difficult to keep. . |
acrodrame surfaces serviccnble, Kallong was built on roclaimed mud
vhich oozed up through the bomb craters, whilst droincge at Tengah had
never been satisfactory, Effective repairs were difficult and
unfoxrtunately rainfall at the time was exceptionally heavy, which in
itself was & further handicap.

369, With the attacks, all native lcbour disappeared. On the 7th
January, the Var Council had appointed a Dircctor of Lebour who was to
organise and control all labour, allotting to the Scrvices in accbrdance
with an arronged priority progromme, But by this time there was in
practice but little lobour to organisc and allot,

3704 First priority cf what labour there was, was given for the
repair of aerodremes., The .0.C. Malaya diverted some of his reserves,
at the expense of the construction of defence works, to reinforce
R,AF. lebour parties, Later, parties of 4100 sailors each, survivors
from H.M,S, "Prince of Wales" and "Repulse", werc stationed at each
of the 4 airfields in the Islend,

372, These heavy atteocks on the aerodranes in the Island and thus

the nscessity for providing additional feocilities for the operation of
aircraft had been opprecinted some weeks earlier by i.H.Q. On various
dates in the latter half of Decerber, six sites had been selected in the
Island and the construction of new landing strips put in hand. Labour
difficulties slowed up their construction and, as will be narrated

later, they had 2ll to be demolished before they could be brought into use,

373 L number of aireraft were destroyed or damaged on the ground

by pombing but personnel casualtiecs were few, Nevertheless, the morale
of some ot Tengah and Scubawang became affected; it was to these two
stations that personncl who had sustained the carly attocks in N,W, Malays
had been -idithdrawn, On the other hand, the spirit maintained at Kallang
and Sclctar was good, particularly =% tle former; at the latter field

No, 151 M.U, worked unceasingly on the maintenance of aireraf't, as did

all units at both stations at their respective duties,

Operations by Fighters in the defence of Singapore,

3Th During the third week in January the 51 Hurricanes which had
arrived on the 13th January (parn.290) were being assembled preparatory
to joining Buffaloes in the defence of the Island, ;

3754 On their arrival the Hurricanes were immedistely unloaded and
the majority dispersed to previously seclected concealed positions vwhere
they were erected and wheeled to nearby airficlds for test; the remainder
proceeded direcct to No,151 M.,U, for erection 4t other dispersed points,

376 Twenty=four pilots from Nos,17, 135 and 136 (F) Squadrons had
arrived with the sircraft; some had had experience in the Battle of
Britain, Vhon L,H.J, first heard of their diversion to the Far East,

1t Bod been plemmed to give aircrews o spell before employing them in
operations,  This ‘spell was obviously desirable not only because of the
length of their sea voyage, but also because of the need for acolimatising
pilots tc local conditions, However, events had moved too fast and the
stoke was foo high for delay to be acceptable; and the Hurricanes had

o ?e used immediately they had been erected nand tested. They werc in
actlon as a squadron by the 20th January, cxactly a week aftor they had

/been



been londed in cretes,

3T The airecraft were acconpanied by some ground personnel
of No,232 (F) Squadron, the deficiency being made good by
personnel from the tronsit camp, They were based ot Ssletar
and Kallang and the whole operated as No.232 (F) Squadron,
-Bpares were ample but took kits were scarce,:

378, The aircraft were Hurricame IIs; +they were fitted
with desert oil filters s their original destinstion hod been
the Middle Tast, This was the primary cause for their speed
being sane 30 m.p.h. slover than in the U.K,

They were not as fast as the Wovy '0! near the ground, but as
heighﬁ increcsed the Hurricane grodually overiauled it, until
at 20,000 feet the latter had an advantoge in speed ond rate
of climb, The Hurricanc could also dive at higher speeds,
But at all heights the Navy '0! was more manoeuvrable,

379 The Hurricsne pilots were informed of the characteristics
of the Navy '0s! and particularly warned of the inadviscbility

of getting involved in "dog-fighting" owing to the Navy 'Os!

small turning circule, Despite this, same pilots became involved
in "dog~fights", which led to casualties, '

380, The limitations of uthe warning system for Singapore

have already been described (para.jlj). Same help was obtained

at this stage from Lrmy G.L, sets; but the short time of werning,
10-15 minutes, remained a great handicap to efficient fighter
defence, Jrpaness R/T verbosity continued but these intercepts
dininished in value as the Japanese successively cccupicd acrodramcs
closer %o Singapore, Operational control remained restricted owing
to the lack of V,H.P, and the unrelisbility of RAN, '

381, The Hurriesnus' first dey, 20th Jemuory, sms uost

succegaful, Twenty-scven bandicrs etie wsver uwescorted ond

8 werc shot down without loss. It opporrcd as if confidence

in their decisive influcnec was €9 be Jjustificed, This was the

last oceansion, htwover, on which Jeprnese poabers couc over unescortoed,
The following day, 5 Hurriesncsg were shot dwwm, including the C,0.,
S/Ldr, Iondells, and & Flisht Comonder, sgoinst no loss, so far

ns was claiued, to the Japencse,

382, From then on, the Hurricenes were constantly airborne,
carrying out 3 to 5 "screawbles" daily. Owing to,their being
constantly outnumbered by the escorting fighters, which were
well handled, bombers could seldom be attacked, But with the
realisation that "dog-fighting" did not pay, the revised "in and
out" tactice adopted gradually pave increasing sSuccess,

383, It must be admitted here that too much had been expected
of this handfu} .of Huwrriccnes, Cilvilians and the armed forces
alike had anticipated that these modern alrcroft would carry all
before them, Thiethis wos not so was no foult of the pilots .
who under §/Ldr, Brooker D,F.C, achieved in the face of overwhelming
numbers results which stand greatly to their credit, Nevertheless
the false hoﬁ?vnhioh had been plnced in them reacted keenly when
they were not realised,

384, The average daily servicesbility of Hurricane from the
2lst January to 28th Jonuary was 16, nnd by the latter date the
position as regarde the 51 crated aircraft was;=—

17 destroyed (some of them at their bases)
2 repaircble at Unit

7 repairable at Depot

21 available + 4 more in 24 hours,



On- the 29th and 30th Janu-ry, 20 were avalloble,

385, During this period, the Buffcless of Nus,2l R.l,...F. ond
453 (F) "Squadrons were employed mainly cn operciions in support of
the Army (paras, 336 = 342). Nos, 243 ond 436 () Squadrons had
continued in their role, in co-operrtion vith the Hurriconcs, in
the defence of Singapore, By the 30th January, the number of
Buffaloss had so dwindled that all (6) wcre concentrated in No,4b5)
(P) Squadron, Nos,21 R, ...F, ond 243 (F) Hquadron personncl
were evacuated, whilst No,488 (F) Squadron was retnined to

service the Hurricanes, together with a few of the pilots of these
squadrons -to replace casugltics,

3 FERIOD 30TH JAWU.RY UNTIL THE SURTEITDER OF SINGLPORE

Degision to reduce the Fighter Force in Singapore,

386, It will romemborod that the Army withdrew into Singapore
Island on a prograomme to be completed on the Jist Janucry, On
the 30th January, it wos decided to blow all fighter strips under
construction and to cbstruct all open arcas in the Island,.' This
action was fGaken as it wes thought there was a resl danper of the
Japanese employing paratroops in these aress followed up by troop
carriers and 'gliders in order to sccclerate the reduction of the
garrison, This danger could otherwise only be averted by large
detachments of protective troops, which could not be spared,

387, This action restricted our fighters to the four nmain
aerodromes of the Island and negatived any possibility of their
further dispersal, These aerodromes were under constant

bembardment and considerable difficulty vids ‘being expericnced in
maintoining serviceoble strips upon them, Further, three of then -
Tengeh, Sembawang and Seletor = were sited on the northern side of the
Island and were therefore likely to be exposed %o observed artillery
fire from Johore ot ranges as close as 1500 = 2000 yords,

- 388, On the 30th Janunry, thorefore, Goneral Wavcll approved i, H, (G,
plans to maintein in Singapore only o fightor sbrength of 8 Hurricanes
reinforced by the remsining Buffalces, 1t wes apreed that the further
reinforcing Hurricanes now nrriving in H,M,S, "Indomitable" chould be
based on Sumatra and from there not only wointain the strength at
Singapora but also reinforce it os opportunity pormitted,

389, To implement this policy [.H,Q, :=

{a) Decided to retain in Singapore for the maintenance of
the Fighter Force = an Lir Steres Park, a Repair ond
valvage Unit and an Ammunition Park,

(b) Formed No,226 (F) Group with H.,Q, in Palembang ond
appointed Lir Comodore Vincent the Group Comander,
The staff for this Group H.Q. was to be provided partly
from the reductions now possible in the Staff of the
existing Fighter Group in Singapore mnd the remsinder
from H,Qe No,266 (F) Wing, knowm to be arriving by
sea in the N.E.I.

(¢) Issued orders for the move to Java of No,151 M,U, loss
the repair and solvege porty referrved to in para, 355(a)a

390, - Concurrently with this reduction in strength, General Wnvell approved
the .0,C's proposal that, consequent on the tronsfer of the bulk of

the strength of the Caiiand to the N.l.I., he should proceed hinself

with the main body of 4,114, %o the N.E.I, whence it would be possible

to control more effectively the conduct of further sir operations,

It wes intended to leave in Singapore a snall advanced 4.H.Q. to

maintain liaison with H.Q.M.C. whilst H.0, No, 224 (F) Group would also

/remain



remain to control fighter operations,

3905 haHaQs wns reduced in accordance with this plen,
personnel being despatched %o Jalembang in Sumatra for
ettachment to H.j, N0.225 (B) Group pending the decision .
on the site for the rear AH.Q, which Air Commodore Silly :
had been instructed to find, 3

392, On the 5%th Februdry, however, ibdair reversed
Abdacom's decision in respect of the move of the 4,0,C. and
instructed him 4o renain in Singapore, - Abdair's view was that
the A.0,C, should remain in close contact with the G,0.C,
Malaya to ensure that future air operntions were planned in
relation to the best means for the deflence of Singapore, The
signals exhchanged on %the question at this time are fully
exranded in Appendix "D" to this Report,

395, By this day, the 5th Fobruary, .it Wwas clear thnt no
sultoble site for a Rear H,Q, existed in Sunatre, and so Air
Commodore 5illy was instructed o proceed to Batavia and take
adninistrotive charge there, :

3% . ot only were personnel and equipment from Singapore
now arriving at that Port but also the ground personnel of the
reinforcing squadrons, It wes also in the' Batavia area that
1t was anticipated the site for a Rear AeHeQe would best be
located, ]

Dislocation of shipping arrangements ot Singapore , Docks.

395« - There was a scarcity of suitable shipping for the
transfer of equipment, particularly M,T., to the N,E,I: a .
difficulty aggravated by the disinclination of a fow Masters of
vessels to bring their ships alongside to permit loading, Those
who did come alongside, of whom therc wore many, deserve groat
credits - Owing to enemy aix barbakduont, ships had to be
dispersed, which further delayed loading, Air berbardriont
also causcd deck labour to disappoar; their replacement by
Service personnel could not be on a scale adequate to meet .
requirenents; and the conditions at the docks became steadily
nore and nmore confused ns the scale and inteusity of air attack
increased, Plans unde for the embarkation of personnel and
storcs were largely disorganiscd, Personnel in units became
separated, whilst ruch equipnent, urgently required by the -
Bamber Force in Sumatra, could not be loaded, In some :
instances, owing to air attack, ships sailed before being fully
loaded, . Severc losses were inflicted by the Japanese air
attacks on ships en route from Singapore during the final 14
days of evacuation, Considerable quantities of equipment,
including some 200 M,T, vehioles, were lost, all of it urgently
needed in the N.,E.I. ;

Final Opsrations fron Singapore.

396, - Except for a small nurber of Hudson sortics for convoy
profection and a sweep by Buffaloces over the Batu Pahat arsa on
28th January to cover the evacuation of troops cut off by the
Japancsc advance, air operations from Singaporc itself from the
last days of January to the fall of the Fordress were nearly
all carried out by fighters for the dsfence of the Islgnd, =

397 i atboeck was corried out on the night,of 2nd Februsry

by the Swordfish flight, rcleased by the Lrmy for thepurpose,

against thc cerodrame ot Kluang, wherc the Japanese had by now
/established

= Barber operations fram Sumatra for the support of the dsfomoo
of Singapore arc narrated in Section III,



established & strong fighter force, Subsequently this Flight had
to be destroydd as the aircraft were in no condition to be flown,
away,

398, The PRy Buffalo Flight, which had functioned almost da:]:ly
with outstanding success under the caanand of “Sguadron I.Je:_der Lewis
since the beginning of the compalgn, findlly lost its aircrafy )

by onemy air attacks on the 7th February, This Flight had carried
out over 100 sortics, the majority of which proceeded as far north
as Singora, Aircraft were intercepted by Japoncse fighters and
hit on nuwicrous Sccagions, although none was shot dowm, Throughout
no armour or, guns had bech carrded:s pilots had rélied entirelyipon
evasion in ordsr to fulfil thair nissions, The grestest credit

is due to them for the valuable work thoy did, :

Final Fightcr Operations from. Singavora,

399, On the 3lst January, the fighter strength of Singapore was
8 Hurricanes of No,232 (F) Squadron ond 6 Buffaloos taken over by
No.453 (F) Squedroh, The small Buffalo force gradually wasted.
away but the Hurricancs wore maintained fwxon Sunatra at an average
daily streng*h of 10 aircraft until withdrawal,

400, ..These aircraft were too few in number to affect nmaterially
the scale of enemy attacks But they put up a stout fight, and
throughout the first ten days of February were almost constantly
alrborne throughout' the Hovrs of daylight attenpting to ward off

the ‘constant Jdapancse attacks,

401, Most . of their sortles weré for thé defence of the Island,
particularly the asrodrones, PFighter cover was provided on 30th
Janvary for the final withdrawnl of the Army across the Johore
causeway; and a few sortics Were also flowm against aircraft
attacking our--troop positions on the Island, On 9th February,

the day followinj theo Japancse landing on the Island, Hurricanes
took off af the-requcst-of the frmy, and engaged cnenly dive borbers,
shooting dowh at least ore, -+ - . :
492. Lk number  of 'patrols werd rade for convoy pruﬁe&tion. The
final reinforcing convoy roached Singapore on 5th February, when
the "Empress of fsia" was attacked and set on Fire during its
final approa?h.' This was the only loss incurred by.reinforqing
oonvoys, which escaped unscathod 2artly because of the protoction
they were given but partly also, it must be adnitied, because the
Japanese made no very datermined attacics upon them, In:?act!they
almost secmed to permit them to arrive, In contrast, many ships
leaving Singapore. during February were heavily attocked and there
were many lossgs, ' P j

403, The devotion to duty of the fighter pilots and of the ground
orews who serviced the aircraft and maintained landing strips during
these last fow days were exemplary, Warning of atfack yns short and
on occasion the Japanese benbors had dropped their bambs and were
withdrawing before our fighters could reach them, Buk With experience
of the cnemyls factics results steadily improved; and on the final
day of operations, 9th February, 6 enemy aircraft were shot dewn and
a further 1 Seriously demaged for the loss ‘of 2 Hurricancs andl
pilot, It was significant that on 5 Pebruary the Yemaining pilots
Were all expericnced rion who had had previous battle oxperionce

before coming to tho Far East, P

¥

40k, On the 4th and 5th February Seletar, Serbavang and. Tengah

came under steady cbserved shell fire ond all operations had thon to be
carx_-ied. out from Kallang, The Jopanese Bombers concentrated

their attnck on this station and the landing area vas-soon so riddlag = -

Jurith



Wwith craters that only by constant and arducus lobour was

& landing strip 750 yards long naintained in operation, Even
$0, by 6th February our pilots wore having to swing their
Hurricanes round craters when taking-of £ and landing,

405, On the 10th February, by which tire the J apanese were
established in strength on the Island, all aircraft were
withdrasm to Sumatra, G,0.C, lalaye concurred in this decision
which was also endorsed by C-in-C, South=lest Pacific who
visited Singapore the sore days L few Buffaloes were lef't,
owing to their condition, and were destroyed,

Results of Fighter Operations.

L6, Total results of the fighting in the air over
Singapore are difficult to assess with any accuracy as definite
confirnation of successes was in most cases impossible,

Group Captain Rice, who cormanded the Pighter Force during the
whole of its operations over Malaya, estinated that 183 Japancse
alreraft were destroyed exclusive of others Lost by them during
our attacks on asrodromes,

407, It is felt that this clain nay be excessive, though

not by ruchs  Reports which have been received from all sources
appear to establish that the Buffalo Squadrons shot down a total

of 30 Joponese aircraft: others were damaged and a proportion of
then probably crashed during their return %o basec, It is probaoble
that the Hurricane force destroyed, or so scriously damaged™ that
they feiled to return to base, a total of 400 Japanesc aircraft, wor
this total, 45 Hurriconcs were lost fron all causes, including flying
aceidents and onc Oy odr boubardient, In view of the odds which were
faced thesc figurcs speak for the: BUlves,

FPinal Bvacuation of Singapore by R...F.

408, On the 10th Pedruary, the 8.4.5.0, (Lir Commodore Staton)
and Adr Vie-Marshal Laltby were sent by air to Sumatra, On
arrival at Sumatra, fir Vice=larshal Maltby, who up to date had
been Assistant 440.Cs, was appointed 1:404Cy Vestgroup in the
N.E.I., by Abdacon, :

409, On the 10th Februory, A,V.M., Pulford ordered the
rmediate evaouiation of all reriadning R.ALF, personncl, under the
instruction of General Wavell who had visited Singapore that

deye Evacuation started on the 1lth February,

410, Lerodrome surfaces voere ploughed upy L1l equipment

which could not be got away had been, as far as possible,

elther destroyed or rendered. ineffective, except for the salvaged
equipment from N7, Malaya which was housed in the tovm of Singaporca
Its location prohibited destruction by fire, whilst neither time

nor circumstances permitted its transfer or destruction by hand,
However, little of immediate value to the enemy was in this dump,

411 On the 13th Pebruary, fir Vice-larshal Pulford, after
assuring himself that all Rudiol's porsonnel who could be, had been
Svacuated, lef't Singapore by sea for sSunatras  The circumstances
in which he lost his life in attempting to follow his Camand. to
the N.E.I, are outlined in Appendix "D',

412, On the 15th Februery, Singapore Fortress was compelled
to surremder,
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IHTRODUCTION

513, As hos alyeacy boen nerrated dn Scetion IT of this Report, by
the 16th Januwary 1942, all Air Foree Mnits in Malaya hod boen driven
hoel o Singopore Islond, BEwven with the existing strength, Islond
acredroge s siere already congested; they would becoue more conngested when
reinforcements, now well on their woy, arrived. The scale of Japanese
adr ettack opninst these ccrndiones vas incievasing, It had beeone
imperotive t- Cisperse nore Widcly.

bl If boriber Wnits .omld be tronsferved to Sunatra, not only
would they be wispersed nore safely but fhighter 8 quadrons could then
be fistributed 't~ 21l the serodromes in Singoporc. This elbow room

Wns: particularly dosirablc vwing t- the faect thot H.M.S. "Indrnitable",

with 48 Hurriconecs on boerd, was due to arrive at the cnt of January.
415, AJL,Q, therefore decided, on the 16th Janunry, that the time

was beconing imainent whend onber Units would have t2 be transferrcd

to Suwaatra, For this renson H,c_g.225(}3} Group was formed at Singapore
on this dote, and sent to Paleubong in Sumatra on the 18th Januery 1942,
Initial apprintocnts uade by AJH,Q. werci- :

Group Commander ..s Group Coptadin A,G, Bishop

Bl S.04 ese Ming Comander K. Powell
S vwe Squcdron Icader Briggse -

On the 30th January, Alr Comaodre H.J,F. Hunter, Who had
been appointed by the Air Ministry as Conmcnder designate of o
Bouber Group in the For Bast, arrived in Sumatra and took over Gonmend,
Group Ooptain Bishop beooning S.4.5.0. of the Group,

DEVLIOPMENT OF ReA.F. ORGANISATION Ii SULL

Instructims to 1,225 (B) Geoup
416, On fometion of the Givup Headquartcrs, the A.0.C. instructed

the Group Comaonders -

(o

(b

to estoblish a Bmber Group H.Q:

St

e

to accelernte, to the noacinmm, arrangeuents for
copernting bomber wnits’ fron Sumatre; such
arrangenents not only to provide for all bonbers
then in Singaporre but alss for. the following
meinforeenents: =

(i)  Nos.8k axd 211..(B) Squadrons (Blenhein IV)
then ¢n route from Middle Bosts

(ii) Hudson IIIs en routc from U.K. which were to
re=cquip in sueccssi-n No.o2 (3) Squadron, and

s s, 1 ond 8 (GR) Sgusdrons, R.AAWF,
417, The £.0,C., 2lso decided that, dependent on whe situatdon, -

when bomber units were located in Sumatrn, either Group H.Q. would

be respensible for the seleetion of toargets (within the policy laid
down by A Q.) and the briefing of squadrons, or altcrnatively

s quadrons would proceced to boses in Singoapore and be bricfed there
under A,H,Q. arrangerents. For this latter arrangement, . re fuclling
and ro~craing portics for bomber wnits would be madintained at
Singapore Islond hases, At this time, it wes fairly confidently
enticipated that the situation on the ground in Malaya would be
stovilised and a bridgehead held of sufficicnt arca for the deployuent
L reinforcenents. preperatory to o’ counter-cifensive being undertaken.
Tho+ 4% would be nceoegsnry loter to tronsfer fighter squadrons from
Singepure was not ot this time "on the cards'.

L=

/General



Gencral Conditions in Sumatmo

418, Sumatre, an island nearly 1,000 miles long, lics west of and

runs parallel to the west coast of ilalaya, but cxtends far to the
soutbword., Its nain features arc o o untoin range running down the west
onagt throughout the whole length »f the island, and a rclotively low—
lying belt of ecountry eastward of it, onnsisting mainly of junpgle and swornp,
which is intersected by wany rivers with a west to east trend., It is
devcloped in scattered arcas snly,.

Roads axe few, and although thore are railway systens in the
north ané s>uth, they are not connected, and communicatinns are
consequently poosr, From the Allicd point of view, the chief ceononic
imp rtoence of Sunctra was the 9il ficld and refincry necr Palcubang of
which the noxnel-outlet is tr the. east via Palenbang river to the S0,
though there is a single: trock riilwey running to the Port =f Gesthaven in
the extiore south., Thero was o radio telephhne systen inter=conncoting
the principal towns in Suictre with an cxbornal conaceti-n to Jave, This
telephone systen was open and inseccurc,

419, A% the tine this Bection »f the Report opens, the wet nonsoon wa
still in progross over Suwetra, 4 feature »f this monsoon was the prevalence
7f torrential thunderstoims, both by day and night, of great local

intensity which completoly blacked out 211 visibility. Aircmft were bound
to encounter one oz more of thort dwring the esurse of every long flight,

State of Acrodrorcs

L20. Up to this date, 18%th Jenunry, the policy of A.H.Q. hod been
to develop acrmdroues in Northern Sumatre. as refuclling grounds for
reinforcerients artiving by dir fron Indin, and as advenced landing grounds
for operational usc on the flank of Malaya, In conscquence osnstructional
work on then had been given pririty over that at scwdroucs in the South,
By the niddle of Jonuary small rofuclling and re-arming partics of
verying strengths, up to 50, had been cstablished since Deccibor 1941 for
landplancs at the f2llowing plicssgi= = -

o) Scbang (also for Flying Boats)

b Lhagtnen .

c'j ¥odan Civil Aérodrae (a large nilitory ccrdrone wos
&lso being onngbructed in this area)

d%‘ Pakanbarse

¢, Padang

fj Polenmbong - ot the eivil scrodrome lown as Pela

gﬁ A sceret nilitary acrdrone 20 miles south of Palenbang

}C[]L‘)'\}'Il as P.II-

In addition therc was o strip at Iehot, and a field wnder
constiuction by the Dutch at Oesthaven, Wing Comonder Dunesn » Squadron
Leader Brigss and Squadron Ieador ightwick (4.1L7.D.) were already located
at Paleinbang for liaison with the Duteh in eomnection with the de ve Llopruent
of these acrodroncs, and wewe absorbed into 1o, 225 (3) Group.

121, There were no A.h. defences at ony ccrodromes in Sumatra, Thoso
in the north were all within ronge f Japancse fiphters which had alrcady
de stroyed Dutch cireraft on the ground at ledan and Pakanbaroc.

Devolopuent by No,225 (B) Group HeQ,

L22, On arrival at Palembang on the 18th January, Group Captain
Bishnp decided to:=—

(2) Establish Group Headquarters at Palembang.
(b) Dpand and accclernte the provigion of cocomandation ot
P.I. and P.IT acrdrones, and improve aircraft

dispersals ot each,
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(o) Develop Inhat forr usc by boubers,

(&) Reconnaitie the area to the south of
Polenbons for the selecti-n and developuent
cf further strips.

At the samc time, rcceonnaissance was put in hand for siting
Rl . L. A - ot .
o Aunition Park, an Air Stores Park and an R.S.U., which were to
provided for the meintenance 2f the Force.
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L.H.Q. were infomced and cpproved of these decisinns.

423, P.I. was, at that tiue, o lorpe !'L! shaped cerodronc with
two hard rumvays, and it posscsscd dispersal possibilitics requiring,
however, o 1ot of lebour, There wos no accomndation nearer than the

town, 8 nilcs awvay.

L2k, P.II was o huge natural field about 10 miles in perincter
writh good matural cover for aircraft, It was not vigible from the
read ond its construction had been successfully kept sceret from the
Japonese, Sindilar clearings in the ncighbourh-nd nade it difficult
to locate fron the air, even by our own pilots bricfed as to its
location. Great core was taken to preserve its scorecoy and, although
at nne %ire norc than 100 aircraft wexe based on it, Japanese
re connaissonce, which frequently flew over it by day and night, never
located it, Communicntions betwoen Palembang and Pl IL were handicapped
as thore was no bridge over the Palcwmbang river, on the north of
which lay Palembang town and P,I; the river had to bo crossed by &
suall forry which had o Iinit of k %o 6 wehicles at a timc.

425, Weither cersdrone had any internal telephone systen and
instrunents eould not be obtpincd.

Condition of Units nn Arrival in Susetro

1,20, Howe ver, Jopanesc Prafress in llalaye was quicker thon
anticipated; and the transfer from Singapure had to be

sccelornted and cxponded beyond what had Pirat been contemplated.

In the cvent, all adrcraft hod to be based on P. and P.IL, although
the personncl of one Bouber 8quedron aoved to Inhat on the day before
the evocuntion of Singapore, Group Coptoin Neble having been '
appointed Station Commender.

L27, Accammodation hed to be found for 1 4500 personnel in the
P.TI ores vhen provision vwias only reody £or 250, whilst in Palcnbang
tmm obout 2,500 hod to be occomuodated in the schools and

cinchnass.

128, This Report has olready narrated the plons made by
AJH.Q. in Singepore for tronsferring and re-orgonising in Sunatra
and Java, and hw these plans wiere largely frustroted by the
speced of the Japancsc advance in Malaya ond by the dislocation
crused ot the docks in Singapore by air attock., Thesc pleans wWere
Puprther frustrated by Jepancse action agoinst shipping at sea

en wute to the N.2,I. Iibny ships were sunk and others rc-
routed ot sco o altcrnative ports. The cumulotive effect was
disnstrouss Practically all equipnent destined for Sumatra

went astray. Ia particular no M.T, arrived cxcept some light
qotor cars about the 8th February, few bomb troilers, few
rations, and wost impaotant of all on the domestic side, MO
tentage and no anacstic Tield cquipacnt. Arornft spares were
limited, perticulexly for Blenhcins in view of the arrival by air
of fo reinfrreing squadrons, Nos.8l and 211 (B) Squodrons. Thero
were only threc refucllers available., Three months anticipated
requirenents »f P.0.L.had already arrived at each acrodronc.
Bombs had becn sent nornss, bul owing to encmy action, only a
linited supply errived: these were distributed between Pol. and
P,iT. For point-to-point comunioation a /T sct was inprovised
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locally; Portunatecly sets were olready installed ot Sabonr and Lhg'ngd for
rcinfrrecuent airereft.,  Therc was one telephone line linking Group
HeQ. with both acrodrbics.

429, Ipcol buscs were re quisitioncd And Fradunlly come into scrvice.
An orpanisation for the loenl purchasc =X supplics was sct up and

¢ ntreots alrcady placed for the nanuf~oture of doucstic cquipiicnt viere
cxpedited and exnonded. : :

330, - By the end of the first wock in February, personncl vere
reasonsbly acconnodnted,. Throughout, hawever, the nperetional and!
maintenonee qcilitics renadned primitive in the extrcies The Duteh

2y ydrome § Were virtunlly landing grouncs iy the blue".

k31 The Duteh pove magnificent nssistonce in all fthesc local
preparations, headed by the Resident at Palenbang whe personally inspired
and dircatod the civil authoritics.in their efforts.

432, °  Fron the 22nd JanuoXy sminrds, personnel and aireroeft storted
streaning inj ‘the fomer were in somc disorder swing o 1nss 5f kit

and o splitting up »f units - through the confused conditions 2f embarkation
at Sincoporc, The situation was Further agsravated because the arrivals
included units destined for Jova which hpd boen re= wted ot sea 0
Palciobanz, A1l had £9 bo shrtcd and re-orgenised and units for Java
‘éntrnined for Qesthaven and shipped thence to Batavia.. ' ks

L33, on the 25rd Jonuary, Blenhein IV's of Nos.8k and 211 (B)
Squadrsns begon o areive fron the Middle Zost (pam.ﬁBT}. Their ground
persanncly who caoe by s, landed ot Oesthaven about lith February.

Thoir arrival ooincided with the Japonesc attack on the Palenbang arca,
{(which will be xc Tated in due course), and they hed to be re=cnbarked
for Botovie bofore they eould Join their Squadrons. &ach sguadron had
2l aircreft when it left the Middle Hnst. Sixteen of No.8k Squadron
arrived ot PoI but 2 crashed on Ianding; 18 ~f No.21l Squadron arrived

oni @ifferent days between 23rd Jonuary and lith Februcry. Unfortunately,
the change of route from Singaporc £ Pricobane had resulted in ghe

Toss of 3 aimeraft of 110.8L Squodron as & rosult of wrong bricfing on the
Incation of londing gt unds 4n Swatra given to then on leaving Burme.

Disonsitiong arrensed for Units

43k, On the 234 January, P.I. cersdroae reccived its first odr
attack., Miecnty=-scven unescorted bacbers dropped their losds from 22,000
foot with preot accuracy, but caused only slight damecc to the surface of
the serodromc. The Diteh Buffalo Squadron on the aczodrone © stablished
o-ntact with the formation ané daneged 2t lcast two Japancse bombors
without loss to themsclves. ;

135, In view of this raid it wos decided to keep P.I. as clcar as
possible, using P.IL for operating oll bombers, there aircraft oover
and dispersel were so good. Tt wies also anticipated thot P.I. would
later be roquired for at least o propordion ~f the fighter foree lmwn
t» be arriving in H.ILS. ‘nIndsnitable” in the neox future. The
digprsition arronged for Squadrons was therefore: =

B.T = Nos.8l and 211 (B) Squadrons - serviceable aireraft noving
Eo P.oI dnily so as b0 clear Pl during Jopancse rodd
denger hours, By this time knwilddge of Jopanese habits

“waas such that complote confidence was fclt that no attack
would take place befgre 0830 hours ox later than 1700 hours
“on any day. '

- I\i.\rlﬂ.ij—:“
P.II ='Tos.l (ar), 27 @T), 34 (B) and 62, (B) Seuodrons, whose
- gtrength in aiveraft when thoy arrives Tron Bingapore

wos cortoin to be 1o ek

/After



After providing for the scrvicing,
Squadrons, there were nany perssnnel surplus
these were sorted »~ut and despatched t) Jova,

178,06k and 211 (B)
requirenents and

—~ o
I
L
")

L36. Owing t° the carly influx of aircroft and perssnnel,

Wiy Zomponder Powell, S.1.8.0. of the Group, had to be appointed
Staccion Comaander P.II wntil relicved by Group Coptain iicCauley.
on 29th January. iing Conander Powell then took over P.I fron
Wing Cormaander Duncan, the latter being placed in charge of the
refuclling party at Pokenbarng.

State of Ground Delencs s

L37. By the end of January 1942, Abdaesn allotted L.A. defcnces

to the arcar= € heavy ond 6 Bofrrs cuns to cach aerodrone and L4 of

cach type to the oil refincry. Ships corrying anmunition for thesc guns
had been sunk and there was little available. There were two Dutch
ampured cars and 150 notive Dutch triops allovieca oo the defence of
each cerodrone, These troops had not behaved steadily during the air
attack on P,T on the 23rd January; and with the arrivel of AP

ground personncl, aercdrome defence partics werc srgonised to
reinforce then.

438, here was snc Dutch native regiuent for the defence of the
whole P&lcu’bm:; ared, huat thore ere no dafcucesn onp -L‘;:u.r:i.ver'
leading t» the town. On the 23rd Jonuory, representations were nade
bath to the Duteh naval and military aathorities and to Abdacom on
the incdequacy of the defences in the Palembang area, but no
reinforcerncnts were availoble, It is thought that plans werc in
hand to strengthen the defences, as General Sir John Iaverack, |
Coumanding 1st Australisn Corps, visited Palembang abosut 25th Janvary
and indicated: that an Australian division night be expected din the
near future. Presunnbly ~wing to the genersl situation in the Far
Bast, the move was cancelled.

L3 In shoot the perndrome defenges were very wodl and few
triops were aveilable for the defence of the arca against invasion.

110,225 (3} GROUP,

FTH FRBRU L T

440, - 0.225 (B) Group was responsible ©ar reconnaissance
northwerds from the. Sunda Straits to cover the convoys that

want through to Singapore during the last week in Januory and

the first in February. During the passage of & convoy through the
“Banlz Stroits on the 27th Jonuary, Blenheim IV's nad to maintain
o Pighter cscort as no fighters were available in Sumatra; the
Duteh Buffalo Squadron had by this time besn withdravm to Java,.
A1l other available boinber aircraft stood by during these perinsds
in casc ¢ nvoys were attacked by Jopancse navel forces. The whole
resources of the Group were directed t wmrds the protection »f
these convoys during the two day periods each took to traverse the
arce for which it was responsible,

L1, On the 20th Jamuary, the Endau landing took place,

. (parns. 34-51) and No.225 (B) Group was ordercd to despatch all

aveilable aircraft to the socene. A force of 6 Hudsons from

No.62 (B) Squadron and & Blenheim I's of the suac Squadron bub

aanncd by M. 8L (B) Squadron aircrews was scraped up, The Hudsons

arrived on the scene during the late afternoon, and landed at

Sembawrans for the night, roturning to Palembang on the 27th Januaxy.

The Blenheiuns crrived too late to participate and so were ordered to

to Tend 2t Tengoh and await orders from A.H.Q. This force was used
¢ night 27/28th Janwery to boumb Kuantan, retwrning to

/Palembang



Palcnbany on 28th Joenuary.

12, Als~ on the 26th January, 6 Blenhoin IV's of No.3k (B)
Squadron and 6 Hudsong of 9.8 (GR) Squacron R.A.A.F. werc despatched
tn Jovoe under nrders from AJH,Q. in conncetion with the arrival »f
#1408, "Indomitable" with 48 Hurricanes on board, The carricr,
protected by o closc antiesubmerine Cotalina, flew off the Hurricanes
£~ the south of Java, and the boober and G.R., aircraft navigated them
to Java and subsequently to Sunatra and Sinzepore. This borber force
returned to P.II on 2nd Fobruary and became available agein for
operations, )

L3, By the 30th January, Singapire was clear of all but fighter
nircraft. The strengths of bouber squadrons in Suwiotra then werc;—

No. 1 Squadron, RAAT seesss 16 Hudson II: many overdue for
: - inspection and showing signs ~f wear
and tear.

No. 8 Squadron, RIATF eeeess O Hudson IIT 2 Not available until
. : 2nd February.

Wo. 34 Squadron eassses 0 Blenhein IVj

No. 62 Squadron wveess 10 Hudson III

Wo. .62 .Squadron wseves D Blenhedn T 2

: Particularly poor
Hoa. 27 Squadron ssvaee 3 Blenhein I 5 condition
15, 8. Squadron sessss 10 Blenhein IV) kost aircraft required
g inspection ‘and minor

170,211 Squadron cessss & Blenhcim IV ) rcpairs, ofter their
long flight from the
Middle East.

I"i. VQJ:!-. :i?. LR R RN I\Iixe d Fli:’;ht.

L, From the 30th Januery - 5th February, as comvoy duties permitted,

the following attocks were carricd out during the nights shown:-

30th Jan - 31st Jon. == 6 Blenheims = Ipoh acrodrome = using
Palanbaroe for refuelling.

3lat Jon. = lst Feb, —== O Hudsons - Alor Star acradrome = using
Medon for refuelling., Hits were scored
sn the runwoy and acrdrome buildings,

1st Feb ~ 2nd Feb. e« 5 Blenheins - Penang aerodronc = using
: Medon for refuelling,
2nd Feb = 3rd Febs «os 7 Blenheins, 3 Hudsons - Singora docks =
using Medan for rcfuclling.
Lth Feb - Hth Feb. ... 5 Blenheins, 4 Hudsons - Kluang aecrodrome
- uging Sincapore for refuelling.
5th Feb ~ 6th Feb. vus 8 Blenheinms =~ procceded Medan en route

Sinporos . canpellsed owving to bad veathor,
12th Teb = 13th Feb .. © 12 Hudsons - Kluang acradrome.

The pelicy wos for aireraft to arrive ot the advanced lending
grnun@_just before dush:, refucl and rest, Then after delivering thelr
attacks, aircraft either returned dircet to base, or alterpatively,
refuclled agein at the appropriate advanced lending ground and returmed
to base et first licht.: On aceount »7 Japancse Lighter phtrols, airceraft
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conld not remain on undefended groundsg in Northeorn Sunmatra during
daylight hours. A

L5, These long flights in themselves imposed great strain on
crews: it was still the wet monsoon season in Sumatra; torrential
thunderstorms were prevalent particularly at night. Not all the

crews of reinforcins squadrons were up to the stendard of night flying
required for such conditions particularly in the absence of radio

eids to navigation: those thet were showed outstanding determination
and skill, and of them ing Commander Jeudwine, C.0. of No.8L (B)
Squadron, was pre-emincht. It was only rarely that results of bBombing
could Be observed in any detail owing to the bad conditions of ‘
visibility. : -

L6, On the 6th February there were reports of a Japanese

force assembiling in the Anambas., This was located by Hudson sorties;
it was attacked on the night 7th/8th February by S Blenheims in

most adverse weather conditions, and again on tne 11th/12th February
by 10 Blenheims.

Liy, Up %o the Gth February, No.225 (3) Group had maintained
daily recomnaissances across the South China Sea to Bormeo to detect
any Japancsc movetent southwards. From this date, owing to the
brealdown of communications between Palembang and i, H.Q., Singapore,
Abéair agsumed oberational econtrol of R.A.F. Units in Sumatra. From
the 7+h Februery omiords, all reconnaissance by No.225 (B) Group was
discontinued under orders from Abdair, who wished to cconomise
aireraft by centralising all reconnaissance under Reconnaissance
Group in Jave and so increasc the size of the striking force
availeble in Sumatra.

LLB, Throughout this period many transit flights to and from
Singapore were carried out by Hudson aircraft either escorting
Iurricancs or assisting in the evacuation of personnel.

Serviceability in all units was low,

The M.V.A.F. &t Palembang were involuable throughout in
naintaining communications between P.l. and P.II. and Labat, providing
o twice daily recommaissance of the river approaches, and locating
crashed aircraft, '

Appointment of Alwx Officers

kL9, Air Commodore Silly, Deputy A.0.C., arrived in Palembang

on the 30th Januwary with orders from the 4.0.C. to site a Command H.Q.
in Sumatra. In this he was unsuccessful and left on 6th February to
orpganise the R,A.¥P, Base, Batavia,

450, Adr Vice=linrshal P.C. Maltby arrived in Palembang on the

10th TFebruary .and on the following day became A,0,C. Westgroup, which
comprised all R,A.F. and 2,047, Units ex-2,5.F, For Dast Commend

no located in Sumatra and Java., 3Thilst in Pelenbong, he picked up a
nucleus staff and moved with it on 12th February to Java, having first
reconnoitred $. Sumatra and ascerteined that no suitable site for a

H.0O. exiated in that erca. It was crrenged that, pending the cstablishment
of H,(. Westzroup in. Jave, Abdoir would continue in direct control

of all operations carried cut by Westgroup Units.

¥ L

Operations apainst Bnemy Convoys by 1i0.225 (8) Group, 12th - 1hth Feb,

L51. On the 13th February, the. shipping situation as known at
o0 225 (BJ Group appearcd most confused., Reconnaissance reports
nade by Recomnaissance Group and rcceived through Abdair showed that
Japanese naval forces viere in strengti south of Singapore. The se
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reports wore 5-7 hours old by the time they recached 225 (B) Group owing
to bad communications; locations of convoys had by then comple te ly
changed., To confusc matters still further, a streen of shipping of all
kinds was at the same timc passing south from Singopore to Java despite
the presence of Jepancse forces; friend was difficult to distinguish
from foc,

452, By the 13th February (pim.), it was folt ot H.Q. 225 (B)

Group that, despite orders to the eontrary, & reconnalssance must be
carricd out to clecar the situstion and ascertain whether or not there

was en immediatc threat to Sumatio, Onc Hudson of No.l (GrR) Squedron,
RIAF, was sent in the afternoon and reported o concentration of Japancse
shipping north of Bonka Islond which confirmed impressions that a landing
at Palembang was ifominent. All available Blenheias vicre immediately
despatched to attack the cnemy foree but results were difficult to assess
owing to darkness and rainstorms,

153, Opn the lhth Februpry an offensive rcconnaissence of 5 Hudsons
wos despatched so as to be over the arca at first light. . This located

and attocked a convoy consisbing of 25-30 transports, heavily cscorted by
naval vessels, at the northern entrance of the Banke Streits, heading
towards the Paleubang river. The convoy was protected by fisghters belicved
to be from on¢ or two aireralt carricrs which werc not, however, located.
This was follovied up by attacks by all available Hudsong ond Blenheiums,
during which at lcast 6 transports werc sunk or badly damoaged. All of these
attocks, cxcept the first, were uncscorted and carried out in the face of
heavy A.h. Firc and strong fighter defence. Six To cight of our aircraft
were shot down or destroyed on landing in a dewaged condition, whilst the
ma jority were hit to a vorying degrec. levertheless, the successcs alrcady
achicved more than balonced these losses and during the night of the 1hth
everything possible was done to prepare for further attacks the following
morning. = :

L5L., The rcason why no fighter escort had been aveilable except for the
first attack was because the Japanese had, in co-ordination with the approach
of their convoy, staged a parachute attack on P.l. acrodrome, on which our
fighters were based. It was the only occuplcd aerodrome which they had
located in Sumatra. Presumably by attacking it they.haped to ncutralize

all air resistonce to the convoy.. As events will show, their failure €2
locate P.Ii and neutralize it os well cost them very. dear. - However, beforc
pracecding Purther it is now necessary to turn to the operations of the
Pighters up to the tine of the Japancse attack on P.l, acrodroue.

ORGAVISATION - 170.226 (F) GROUP

LSk On the lst Februnry, 1942, Air Commodore Vincent orrived in
Palembang and formed HQ. Ho.226 (F) Group. For this purpose he brought
with him personnel dravm fron No.224 (F) Group Singapore and absorbed
those of H,Q.200 (F) Wing which was now arriving in Sumatra fron U.K.

LB “Tn anticipation of the formoation of o FPirhter organisation, and
with the cnersctic co~operation of the Duteh,.a Pighter ILQ, Opcrations
Room had already becn cstablished at Paleubang on the 25th January by
H.Q.225 (B) Group. This Operations Room was connected to a naval
tronsnitter in the docks some distance awmy, for commanicating with
aireraft., At first, orders from the Opcrations Controller had to be
relayed to aireraft: later this arrongerment was improved and the
Controller was eonnected direct to the transmitter, Arrangcments were
made for the Gun Operations Rooan to be in the same building.

458, The role of the Group was:=
(a) Defence of the Palembang arcas
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(b) Protection of shipping in the Banka Straits, by
means of escort patrols and offensive sweeps:

(c) Up #ill the 8th Februery 1942, maintenance of
a token force of fighters in Singapore.

459, A civil Dubch Observer system existed at Palembang consisting
of two concentric circles of posts round Palembang, at 50 and 100
kilometres radius, There were a few posts still further out - one on
he north end of Banka Island, one at the mouth of the Palembang

river and one on Tanjong Pinang ILslend, Jjust south of Singapore. Posts

were too widely spaced to be effective; most warnings came from the

50 ldlometre circle only. Comaunication between posts and the centre

vos by /T or telephone, Aircraft recogrition was poor and
consequently reports were erratic. No radar existed at all.

LEO, With the most willing and energetic co-operation of the
head of the Observer Corps, steps Were imnediately talen to improve
the system. Additional posts were selected, nanufacture of W/T scts
began and additional personncl werc trained. But events moved too
Pagt for thesc measurcs to talke cffect. The original system only was
available during the actval events which followed.

461, V.ILF. wes not aveilable, nor was D/F for assisting homing
aircraft. The abscnce of the latter was a scrious handicap because
of the deily intcnse thunderstorms.

L62. A1l siveraft of the Fightor Group were based on P.l.
ccrodrome, the administrative shortcomings of which have alrcady
boon related. It had a telephone from the Opcrations Room in
Palembong but no instruments were available for dispersal points
round the aerodromc.

Strength of Fighter Squadrons availeble

L63, About 50 Hurricancs were available when the Group formed,
the majority dircct from H.M.S. "Tndomitzble"; the remainder werc
part of the original consigmment which had errived in crates in
Singapore on the 13th Januaxry. :

L6k, Forty-cight Hurricenes flew off H.iL.S. "Tndomitable" on

p6th Jamery; 5 of thesc crashed on arrival in Jave, All flew off with
their guns completely covered with anti-corrosion grease with which
they had been protected during the voyage. - Fifteen flew via Batavia
and P.1l. to Singapore, arriving on the 29th January., Their guns Were
oleoned ot Seletor. The remainder remained at P.II. to have their

guns cleaned before transfer to F.l. Gleaning of these guns vas & most
difficult oporstion owing to lack of all the usual facilities, and
considerable delay occurred before squadrons were able to go into
action.

465, Pilots were drawn from Nos. 232, 242, 258 ond 605(F)
Squadrons and operated as 2 composite squadrons - Nos. 232 and 258,
Most pilots, with the exception of the Ccommanding Officers and
Flight Comwanders were straight from 0.T.U's, and deserve credit for
the spirit with which they went streight into action. They had
experienced o long s voyage bubt once again no time could bc spared
for teelimetization or troining. :

466, Vhon they first arrived the 0irertft wore serviced by
porsonncl from Buffalo squedrons: froa the 6th Pebrusry omvords,
however, ground personincl of No.266 (F) Wing began to oxrive,
including advanced pariies and stores with the Air Stores Pork ond
R.S.U. There wos o deficiency of Hurricanc tool lits and fow
battery starters for aircraft and no battery—-chorging focilitics

" wer: aveiloble ot the acrodrome: faoctors which contributed to o
low stondard of serviceability,
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467, To improve the climb and monocuvrabl ity of the Hwrricone, the
Pour outside guns werc removed as it was considercd that 8 guns were
ample against the unermourcd Japonose adrcraft.

OTERATIONS CARRIZD QUL BY N0.226 (F) GROUP

1468, From the 2nd - 5th Februsry mony sorties were corricd oub
cscorting shipping procecding north and south through the Bankn Stroits.
On the 3rd February, 9 aireralft of No.258 Squadron left for Singapore
to co-operatc with o bomber foree in a combined attock on Kluang
aerodrome, rceturning the following day., They landed ot Tengnh bub
owing to disorganisation ot thot Station the 8 quadron wog not ready to
toke off ot the appointed time, and the ottach: wos & foilure.

469.. Mearwhile Japanese reconnoissonce Was wointained doily over
Palembang ond wes guick to note our activity. Adr atttcks on Pel.
aerodrome took place on 6th, 7th and 8th February by formstions of
bombers escorted by fighters. '

L70. On the 6th, worning was short, and the Hurricancs, caught at
n tacticel disadvantage, lost 4 ond claimed onc Novy ‘0. No.232

Squadron were away ot Singapore:on this day conducting operctions from
the Islond.

LT1, On-the 7th warning was cven shorter ond results were scrious.
The Japanesc combined.a high bombing attack with ¢ low attock by
fighters. Three Hurricanes verc degtroyed and 11 others domoged on the
ground, whilst 3 werc shot down in the ndr. In addition 4 unsgerviceable
Blenheims on the ground ond one Hudson, which arrived as the attack

wes in progress, Werc destroyed. Only one Navy '0' fighter could be
claimed, ' i = Fry

472, On the 8th ond 13th Februsry, fresh attocks on the acrodrome
took place, but more worning wos reoeived: on the 8th an inconclusive
intereeption tool place but, on the 13th, 3 Wavy '0! fighters and 2
Army 97 bombers were shot down for the loss of one Hurricone.

473, On the 12th Febru~yy the Group wos reinforced by Wing
Commender Moguire and 8 aircraft. These werc part of o reinforoing
party which consisted of 39 Hurrienncs, o pool of 15 pilots, and the
ground crews of ‘Nos. 232, 258 and €05 Squadrons: it had crrived ot
Batavia by sea on the 4th Februory. '

LTk Unfortunctely, on the 13th, o further 9 aircraft from Batavio
arrived ot P.l. while the attack on the acrodrome was in progress.
They were short of petrol and, in- ensuing cngogements, six either

werce shot down or croshed.

'P;‘ra.chute Attoclc on Polemboang I Acrodrome, 1ith Fobruory,

Lif_e On the 14th Februnry, all servicecble Hurricones vere awey
escorting, under orders firom Abdair, No.225 Group's bombers attacking
shipping north of the Banke Stroits. At 0800 hours the Observer
Corps reported the approach of a large force of hostile aireraft,
Attempts to reeall the fighters failed, After the nerodrome had been
lightly bombed about 350" paroatroops Werc. dropped. The majority of the
roturning Hurricanes were diverted to P.IL.; others proceeded there
after refuclling and re-nrming, having made an unsuccessful attenpt to
locate the poratroops in the jungle, A norrative of this porotroop
attack leading up to the evacuntion of the aercdraw and Pakembang tewn is -
contained in Jppendix 'B" attached, B
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EVENIS FROM 1MTH FEBRUARY (P.li.) - 18T FEPRUARY

Attacks on Japanese, Convoy off Palembong, 15th Februoly.

476, By lyth Fobrw.ry, (p.m.), therefore, the total Adr Forces
located in Sumotra were at P.IL aerodromc. The strength consisted
of i~

22 Hurricanes

35 Blenheim I's and IV's = many of which were
unserviceable.

3 Hudsons (the remainder of the Hudson foree
was £lown to Java for repairs on the 1hth
February) ;

The whole was placed under the command of the Stotion
Commander, P.Il., Group Captain McCouley, Who was instructed by the
A.0.C. No.225 (B) Group to continue attacls on the Japanesc convoy

entering the Palembong River from first light on the 15th (poros.i52-l).

477 Reconnaissance on the 15th pin-pointed the position of
transports and barges and revealed spproximately 20 navel vessels
and tronsports steaming through the Banka Straits, whilst other
trensports and lending creft were in the river mouth.

478, The first attaclk, off ot 0630 hours, was made by 6
Blepheims escorted by Hurricanes., It met strong fighter opposition
but mressed home the attack, From then ommrds wntil 1530 howrs &
constont stream of our aircraft proceeded to attack the convoy and,
as a1l enemy fighter opposition had ceased, Hurricones were cmployed
in shooting up barges whilst bombers similarly oxpended their
ammmition after dropping their bombs, The limiting factor in the
nurber of attaclis was the speed with which re-armament and refuelling
cowld be corricd out. The Jepanese in borges and transports fought
bacl- for & time with A.h. ond small arms five but by 1100 hours this
opposition ceased. By 1530 hours all movement on the river wos
stopped and surviving barges and londing craft had pulled in to the
thicl: undergrowth., Troops had dispersed on to the river bank, and
agninst them attocks continued. i

4794 T4 is aifficult to assess the domoage done, All pilots
reported upon its extent, Thoustnds of troops in borges were caught
in the open by mochine gun fire, particulsrly by the Hurricanes,

and very heavy cogwlties were inflicted upon them. RBombing accounted
for many more whilst, in addition, at least 3 transportswere sunk, &
nuiber of others hit, and an unknown number of troop corrying landing
craft wog sunk.

480, As o fitting finale to the doy, a number of Novy 'Of
Pighters werc locnted on & strip on the beach on Bankn Island and were
destroved by Hwrictnes. It was understood ot the time that o
Jopenese carricr covering the landing had been sunk by o Dubch
submarine ond thot these fighters were port of its complement and

nod been cncountored during the initinl sorties.

481, Air action possibly assisted by the Dutch submorine, thus
brought the landing to o sbandstill, The Jupanese were punished
heavily for their frilure to locote P.II acrodrome, Unfortunctely,
there were no troops or noval light craft available in the ared to
take advantage of the situntion.

Bvacwrtion of Sumotro

432, A further poratroop landing took place &t P.1l on the
morning of the 15th and the Japonese estoblished themselves
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in the vicinity of Palembang town, There was thus o distinet possibility
that P.II. ccrodrome might be over-run during the night 15th/16th
Februcry. Also by 15th Februory (p.m.) stocks of bowrbs and ommunition
ot P.II were almost expended whilst food supplies were cut off.

483, In view of thesc factors and the lack of any supporting troops,
Abdedir oporoved the evocuttion back to Jave of all R.AF., units and

thig wos effected by rood and reil on the cvening of the 15th via
Ocsthaven. All flysble aircraft were flown to Jewva, the remainder
destroycd. ALirceraft of Nos. 84 and 211 (B) Squadrons, which had borne
the brunt of the attacks during the dny, finished their last sortics too
lote to proceed that evening. Thoy romnined on the cerodrome, flying to
Jove. on the morning of the 16th Februnry. :

LBl Porsonnel at landing grounds in N.- and Centrnl Suintro were
instructed to proceed by road to west comst ports for cvocuntion in
accordance with pre-crranged plons,

485, Soecinl mention must be moade here of the volucble services
rendered by the General ilannger, Sumttro Rodlwoys. Dospite orders
received from his supcrior cuthoritics, he delayed destruction of rail
focilities and personally arranged for the trains requirced during the
night 15th/16th Februsry, He himself did not leave until efter the

- departurc of the lagt train conveying R..A.F. personnel.

486, A% Oecthaven on the 16th, it was found thot the Dutch hod
alrendy fired the bagznor and destroyed ~ll militory property, and the
town wos covered with a pall of smole, At the doclks, the British
Militery Embarioation Comsandont stated that he had been given orders that
211 personnel wore to be clear by midnight: personnel only were to be
cvr.cunted, not ¥M.T. or cquipment. Remonstroances proved fruitless. As

o result, essentinl and vitol cdircraft cquipment, including thot brought
from Polembang was left behind. This wns perticularly unfortuncto
bectuse spare cngines and o‘r‘her wgent stores for the Hurricanes which
nnd been londed ot Ossthaven with No. 41 Lir Stores Pariz, of No,266 (F)
Wing, werc loft bohind, WNo,266 (F) Wing's R.5.U., similerly lost
valunble cquipment., J.A. guns ond crzmnition which hod been brought to
the port from P.l. and P.IL ccrodronics had also to be abondoned. Scction
IV of this Report will show thot the loss of this R.AJF. and A.A.
cquipriont had serious results during operatilons conducted lator in Jave,
Fortunntely the light tonl:s ware re-crboried and o1l personnel, Army and
R.L.P,, Wwere evacunted.

487. The cvncuntion of the port wes covered by o scrcen of R.ALF,
personnel from No. 8L (B) Squadron ncbing under the command of Group
Captain G,E. Nicholetts, who had been oppointed R.A.F. Basc Control
Officer about ten drys previously.

L88. It was wunfortuncte thot Oesthaven wos evacunted so hastily,

Two doys loter Group Captoin Nicholetts, with a party of 50 volunteers
of No.605 (F) Squadron, returncd fron Batavia do Oosthaven by sea in
H.M.8. "Bollorat" which was commanded by & Royal Austrolinn Naval
Reserve officer specially appointed for the voyage owing to his knowledge
of Oasthavon Harbour, On arrivel, early on the 18th, twelve hours were
spent by the party loading the ship to the gumwales with R..L.F. cquipment
and sonc Bofors czrmnition, At the some time the railwny trock woas
dramaged, looded rolling stock and petrol dumps werce fired, and the water
by the dockside was obstructed by pushing into the sea abandoned heavy
M.T. ond other vehicles. '

489, That this work of salvoge and destruction proecceded
unhmapered by the encry must not detract from the spirit shown by both
the R...F., porby and the crew of H..8, "Ballorat", who volunteered for
the adventure with a full knowledge of the hazoards involved.

/490,



490, As it hoppencd, by this time air reconncissonces from Jove had
nade it clear thet the cosunlties and disorgenisation coused os o

result of our air attocks on the convoy off Paleumbong during the 1lhkth
and 15th Februsry had been so severe that the Japancse were in no

stote to run through from Palambong to Ossthaven ot the speed which

hod been onticipated when the port wos evacuntod.



SECTION IV

SUMMLARY OF OFER.LTIONS BASED OIf JAVA




INTRODUCTION

Eorly Days of Wor in the N.B.T.

491, Before hostilitics had broken out in the Far Bast the
Dutch considered that their best interests lay in co=operating with
the British from the outset with the object of repelling a
Japenese attack in its carly stages. They felt confident that, by
Joint means, it could be halted in the north and that war would
never reach Java itself,

L92. “Dutch air units, therefore, operated from the first day
of war = in ilelaya, Borneo and the northern islands of the N.E.I.
where they suffered considerable casualties. Dutch naval units
also played an early port and suffered considerably

493, Barly roverses caused apprehension but acted as a spur
to Dutch co-operation. Their will fto help was then most morked
although their resources were very limited,

Formation of H.Q. S.W. Pacific Comiand (ibdacan) in Java,

L9k, Later, Dutch confidence woes again raised when, on 15th
January 1942, Gen. Wavell.arrived in Java to take control of all
Allied Forces in the S.W. Pacific and fommed his H.Q. (abdacom):
near Bondoeng. Confidence was further raised by news of expected
reinforcenents - British, Australian and American = and still
further by the actual arrival, towards the end of Januery and
‘early February, of the first of them., Ilfore were on the way.

495, Even when the British forces in Malaya were, by 3lst
January, invested on Singepore Island, it wes bel:l.eved that the
Fortress, the key of the Far East, would hold out for same while
and Would. provide the necessary ‘hll"e for adequate forces to be
built up in the N.E.I, for the successful defence of the rest
of the Far East. :

. Then came a series of unpleasant events. 5

Effect of Japanese Copture of Singapore and. Sunabre.

496, On 8th February the Jopenese sccured a foothold on Singapore
Island ond within 2o couplt_ of rlc_‘,rs l'tb lmzinent capitulation became
‘svident. .

L97, On 14th February they attacked and overran -Sou’c}i Sunatra,
admittedly ot heavy cost. The British forces, ncinly air units, hed
to withdrew to Java. :

498, Between 12th and 18th February large nuibers of personnel,
evacuated from Singapore and Sumatro, sxrived in considersble confusion
in Western Jave: amongst them were approximately 10,000 R.AF. of all
ronks, They augnented considerable nuibers who had preceded them in

a steadily growing stream frai the sane pleces and from other NLE.I
Islands,

4.99. At this time, mid=February, Abdacom was still established
in Bandoeng, reinforcements were arriving and mcre were expected.
Nevertheless it was evident now that Java, would be attacked in the
near future, 4 civilian exodus from Java on a grand scale replaced
“the small stream which had been leaving for gome time through
Sourabaya and Batavia. ;

Congestion in Betavia

5004 At Datavia the exodus became confused with incoming
reinforcements and evacuees from Singapore and Sumatra, For
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severel days, the harbour. of Batavia, and the roadstead outside, were
congested with shippings This unloaded as best it could with the
result that the quays, warehouses amd the roads leading fraom then.
rapidly became congested with an inextriccble confusion of merchandise,
equipnent, 1i.T, , obandoned cars and goods of every description.- The
town of Batavia became congested with pérsomnel - outgoing refugecs,
incoming reinforcements, incaming evacuces and Dutch troops robilised
for defence of the locality. ° ' _

501, Into this confused area the R...Ji, evacuated fram Singapore
and Suwnatra, arrived, for the most part, between 12th and 18th February.

502" ° Those fron Singapore had embarked there under heavy air attack,
on shipping of all kinds as it came to hand, and amongst a welter of
civilian refugees. Units had become much mixed, many personnel were
sepereted from units and many hed became separated from thelr equipments
It had proved impracticeble to embark much equipnent owing to conditions
st Singapore docks, and some of what had been embarked had been lost at
sea through enery actior. ' :

503 Units fronm Sumatra had also suffered by reason of the hasty
withdrawal from serodromes near Palembang and still nore so by
circumstances at the port in South Sumetra, Oesthaven, at which they had
erbarked: such small amount of equipment as they had possessed in
Sumatre, and which they had succeeded in removing to Oesthaven, could not
be emborked (porc.s86). ' :

S0k An spprecisble number of bombers and fighters had, however,
reached aerodranes in the Batsvia district, though a high proportion of
then were unfit for operations.

505 duch was the situation in Batovia on 16th February., It was
fron personnel and equipment so placed thot a meximun alr.fighting
strength with ancillary services had to be evolved, and surpluses
evacuated fran Java, during the twelve days before the Japanese landeds

5064 Not the least of the problens to be dealt with was that of re-
estoblishing morale snd discipline; these had naturally suffered in spite
of the energetic efforts and outstanding example of many individuals, and
of the excellent behaviour of the majority.

507, Ln unfortunate incident must be mentioned. One squadron, No.453
(F) Squadron, had not behaved steedily when its aerodrome Sembawong, in
Singapore, came under cbserved shell fire about 3rd Februory. This caused
a fPew light casualties, Subsequent action taken to encourage the squadron
to recover was incorrectly received by some of its personnel, and it was
shipped to Jeve. There, on sbout 18th February, the A.0.C. informed the
officers of the squadron what was expected of it and that there was a
possibility of re-amiing it with Hurricones in Java, The reaction was
again such as to make it apparent that the unit was unlikely collectively
to recover sound morale, It was therefore shipped to Ceylon with a
recamendation that it should be disbanded on arrival. It is unfortunate
that this had to be done as the unit had earlier done soms good work in
Malaya; but strong measures were essential at this particular juncture.

R.AF, RE~ORGANISATION IN JAVA

Position on 16th February,

508. On the 16th February, the date of the evacuation of Suiatra,
the position in Java was as follows:-

(2) H.Q. Westgroup (4.0.Ce = AcV.M. P.C. Maltby) = 4.0.C. and
o nucleus stoff had arrived at Soekaboemi on 14th February
and were organising a H.Q. there; this was still known as
Westgroup. Soekaboemi was chosen because it is centrally
located in Western Java, where all Westgroup units were belng
located. Westgroup assumed administrative responsibility for
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o b,

then on 16th February., As it was not yot ready to tak

operationtl control, this was retained by Abdair, which
had assuned it on 7th February whilst units were still.
operating in Sumntro,

(b) No.205 (F.B.) Sguadron - (Wing Commander Councell in
. commend) hod crrived in Batovia on lst February and
wog operating os port of the Allicd Reconncissonce
Groun (Recgroup), using anchorcges ot Botovin ond
Qesthaven,

(¢) Nos, 36 ond 100 (T,B.) Squndrons - (Squadron Leader
Tillking in commend). -Adrcroft hid arrived on
29/30th Jonu.ry from Singrpore for re-orghnisation,
After being boged on voarious ccrodromes thoy were
rejoined by their ground persomnel on 15th Februory
at T jikorpek.

(d) No.153 M.U. - (G/Copt. Ridgwey in cormnnd) hed arrivod
in Jova on the 9th Janurry and noved to Djoejocarte,
where it was ready to start worlk on 15th January.

() No. 152 LU, - (Squadron Leader §.¢. Aylwin in commend)

had arrived in Batowvio on Uith Februory ond moved on
the 17th to Poerbolinggzo to form a trensit store.

(f) R...P, Bose, Botavia (Group Captein Ridgwoy in cormand

until 18,2.42 when Lir Comodore Silly relieved hin).
This base hod been established in Batavic on the

2hth Januvery to organise the reception, sorting and
despateh of pergonnel orriving by ses from Singapore
and Sumctre ond of air reinforcements from the Middle East
and the Umted Kingdom. - It also orgonised the reception
and erecting of o nuiber of boxed Hurricanes. By

18th Februsry, this base woas administering 5 tronsit
corps in Batavin and one at Buitenzorg. Personnel of
a1l other units not mentioned in (o) to (e) above
passed through this base for re-orgonisation and
digposal, & total of over 12,000 being hondled.

(). Certein AsM.B. Units werce installing radar focilities
in the Betovic ond Souraboye arens.

(h) Thirty-nine crated Hurricanes had been erected in
Botovic ‘during the first ten days of Februery.
Seventeen had proceeded to No.266 (F) Wing in Sumotre
where & muber of then werc lost. Twelve had been
handed over by [pdoir to the Dutch Army Alr Force.

TFor diplomatic reasons they could not be withdrawn in
spite of the losxses which our fighter squidrons had just
sustained in Sumotra. Thus, conly 10 were left as
replncements for our squadrons,

Allocation of Acrodromes

509

On the evocustion of Sumntra, on 16th Pebruary, Abdair

alloecated aerodromes &g foliows:=

(a) 411 Hudsons %o Somplok:
(b) All Blenheinms to Kolidjoti:
(c) All fighters to Tjilitan,
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. These cerodromes had not been highly developed, dispersnl being
limited, aerodrome ground defences woel, internal signels ond night
flying sxrongements lacking. No A.A. defences were aveileble,

510. On the 18th February, in view of the reduced strength of
squedrons and the fact that no further bomber rew-inforcements could
be expected, A.0.C. Westgroup decided to concentrate all aircraft by
types into selected squadrons &s follows: -

(2) Semplok:

Station Commander = Group Captain Brown - - -

No. 1 (G.R.) Squadron R.L.A.F, = Commander, W/cdr. R.H.Dovies

Strength 14 Hudson IT's and 12 Hudson IIIL's (2bout 12
operatiomlly servicesble).

(b) Kelidjebi:

5% %ion Comander = Groun Cesvboin Whistondale (pending
aveilobility of Group Captoin Nicholetts)

No. 84 (B) Saquadron — Commander, ¥/Cdr. Jeudwine
Strength 26 Blenheims (~bout 6 operationally servicecble)

(¢) Tjikempek

No. 36 (T.B.) Squadron - Commander, S/Ldr, Wilkins
Strength 9 Vildebeestes qnd 1L Albacore: -
(Mo torpedo facilities were nveilsble in Joavn)

(d) Tjililiton:

No. 232 (F) Squadron - Commander, §/Ldr. Brooker) Total
, strength

of 25
Hurricanes
No. 605 (F) Squadron - Commander, S/Ldr. Wright (about 18

operationally
serviceable)

The former hod becn in cction since its arrival in the For
Ecst, in Singopore ond Sumatra: the lodter had hitherto
been meinly employed in erecting Hurricones for No. 266 (¥)
Wing as o whole, but wog pot ormed until it came into
action on 23rd Februsry with 8 Hurriecnes, Two fighter
squadrons were retained s there werc prospects of recrming
one of them with P.40's en route in U,S.8. "Longley".

Reformotion of Bomber and Fighter Groups

511, On the some doy H.Q. Nos. 225 (B) ond 226 (F) Groups which had
not been reformed in Jave after being withdrawn from Sumntra were
reformed in skeleton to assist Westgroup in re~estoblishing their
squadrons in Java,

No. 225 (B) Group, under Air Commodore Hunter, reformed in
Bandoeng, on 1oth Februsry., Bomber aerodromes were visited
and ossistonce given, in co-operction with the Dutch, to units
to solve their ncute problems of housing, rotioning and
tronsportation, Adir Commodore Hunter was obsorbed into Abdeir
on 19th Februwry to act as 4.0.4.;. the remoining members of
Group H.Q. were absorbed into H.Q, Westgroup on its arriwml
in Bandoeng on the 23rd Februory.

No. 226 (F) Group, under Lir Commodore Vincent, took charge of
Nos. 252 (F) and 605 (F) Squedrons based on Tjililiton aerodrome,
and of o fighter operctions room in Batavia and its locol worning
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system, This hod mde good progress during the
preceding few days thanks lergely to the
initictive of Wing Comiionder Bell, previously
Station Commander at Kallang, Singapore, Owing
to the highly developed noture of communicotions
in Java efficicnt operationsg ond filter rooms
were quickly connected to the Dutch Observer.
Corps, the fighter aerodrome, the L..., defences
of Botavin ond Abdairts (later Britair's)
operations room in Bondoensz., Two R.D.F, ond two
G.L. scts were quickly erccted in the Batovio
digtrict and were olso connected with them. The
Dutch provided the utmost ossistonce, including
the provision of mony voluntcer Dutch youths ond
women to man the filter ond operations rooms;
their alertness and enthugicsm could hordly have
been bettered.

512, To maintein this Force it wos decided to retain:-

() No. 153 iU, (already orgonised for work &%
Djocjaearts) -

(b) Wo. 81 R.S.U.
(cj No. 41 Air Stores Park for Unit supply

(d) An improviscd Air Stores Pork for collection
and sorbting of equipment,

Hil5, Establislments were drown uwp ond issued: and
instructions were given thot all personnel surplus to estoblishment
wore to be evecusted vie the w...F. Boge, Batovie, os shipping
became o~vailnble and ag far os possible with their origincl

wunits, Preference wos to be given in the following order, after
women and children evocuecs - formed units, cirerews, technical
persomnel and sclected detoils.

5. Areraft servicenbility for vorious reasons wos low: the
Hudson and Blenhein Squadrons had about gix servicenble each, the
two fighter squadrons not more than 18 in all. For the next few days
minor operations only werc coryied out (under Abdnir orders), ond
2ll efforts were dircected townrds improving the condition of aireraft
and to getting ready gencrally for the serious operations to come.

ATR GPERATIONS 18TH TO 2471 FEERUARY

515, Vhile re-organisction described cbove was progressivg under
Westgroup divection, the following operations Were corried out under
the directions of Abdair.

516, On the 18th Februnry, one Hudson reconnoitred the port of
Oesthaven and the road to Polemboang. No signs of Jopanese activity
werc observed.

517. - On the 19th 21l ayaileble (5) Blenheims attocked shipping
at Polembang. On this day o bombing attock was lounched by the
Japtnese ogoinst Semplak and 6 Hudsons were destroyed. Semplalk hed
no L., defences and dispersal focilitics werc poor.

518. On the 20th Februory 4 Hudsons and. 3 Blenheims bombed
shipping once more at Polembong in the face of severc fighter
opvosition from edircraft bosed on P.l, The following doy 2
Hudsons and 5 Blenheims continued the attoeks agoinst shipping

ot Palembang. On this occasion it vas possible to obscrve results;
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mony hits were obteined cnd onc 10,000-ton ship w~s set on fire,

5o On the 22nd February, Semplok, which had no iila defenees,
sustnined low flying attacks by some 20 fightersg., Six Hudsons were
burnt out and three others dornged beyond repalr. Ag o rosult of
this roid Abdeir opproved the move of the remcins of No. 1 (G.R.)
Squadron R.4.A.F, to Kelidjoti where o light bottery (8 Bofors) had
by 20th Februory been locoted &8 part of the ccrodrome defence, Six
oirveraft were tronsforred the next dey, o reor party being loft ot
Semplok to repair the uhserviceeble nircroft on the serodrome, and to
strip the rest of scrvicetble ports. Whilst they were there, cnother
~ttock was sustained on 24th February ond more aircraft, unscrviceable,
were destroyed,

520. On the 23rd Februnry, 3 Blenheims bombed L subrcrines off
the coast and claimed that onc had been sunk.

521, On the 24th Februsry, Kalidjoti wos bombed by the cnemy and
agnin twice on the 26th., The Bofors guns successfully prevented o
low flying ottaclk from developing on the latter dote.

522 Four Blenheims attocked P.1 on the 25th. By this time there
were only 2 Hudsons operationally serviceable with 9 others repoircble:
the Blenheim position, however, wos slowly improving.

SUPREME AILIED H. Q. S.W, PACIFIC IEAVES JAVA

5234 The enemy's urexpectedly ropid advence hed frustroted the
hopes, originally entertoined, of building up o large Allied strength
in the S.W. Pacific under tho direction of Abdocom in Jove, which wes
by now under imminent threat of invosion. Being without approprinte
forces to handle, Abdacom could sexrve no useful purpose by remaining in
the island: on the contrcry such cction could only result in the loss of
o valuoble Allied stoff the copture of which would have given great
prestige to the enemy., About 22nd Februory its withdrowal was opproved
and it withdrew during the next few doys. :

524 Tt was decided that the British forces remaining in the igland
should in future operate under the Dutch Nowvel and frmy Commnders—in-Chief
in the N,E.I. In conformity with this decision H.Q. Westgroup moved on
Februsry 25rd from Soekoboeni ond toolk over the H,Q, in Bondoeng vacated
by Abdair. It tock over operrtional control of its squadrons from Abdoir
on 2Lth Februcry and was rencmed Briteir, It wes placed under the orders
of Maj. Gen. van Oyen, the Dutch 1,0,C., Whose staff was already installed
in Abdair's operations room, Abdacom, including A odair, left Java on

25th and 26th Februory.

525, Gen, von Oyen issued instructions thet the operations room,
vo.ecebed by Abdair, wos to be mointained for the combined use of his H,Q.
ond of Britair and that it was to be orgenised for covering all '
operations in the S.W. Pncific, This necezsitoted o lagt minute
augnentation of Britedx!s staff - for details sce Appendix "G".

526, As the Joponesc invosion flect began its approasch to Java, from
bases in end around Borneo on 25th February energetic action was essential
for collecting and orgonising the recessory personnel and moterial, or
for estoblishing the contocts with the verious Dutch, Americon and
British outhorities with whom Britodr wes now to decl.

527, The gist of the instructions in the directive given to
AJV.M. Maltby, A.0.C, Britain, ond Senior British Officer left in Jovo,
is comtained in Appendix "F', During the following doys encouraging
messnges were received from the Prime Minister, the Sceretary of State
for Adr and from the Chief of the Air Staff cmphasising the importance
of every day which could be goined by resistonce in Jowve.. These Were
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promulgated.

FORCES AVAILABLE AND DUTCH PLAN FOR
- DEFENCE _OF JAVA

528, Before: procecding further with the norrative of events it
is advisnble to give o brief description of the outstonding
topographical and climetic fentures of Jave, of the Dutch noval,
army ond air rogources, and of the Dutch plan of defence.

Topography ond Weather

. 529, Jove is cparoximntely 650 miles long with on average widbth
of 80 miles, .Itg northern ocast, the onc most exposed to Japhnese
attock, affords inmmerable londing beaches throughout its length.

The western end is domincted by ccrodromes in South Sumntre, Highly
developed road oand roil communicotions cover the Island, the main
arterial lines of which run east to west: these are exposed ot mony
points throughout their length to. attock by landings on the northern
coost, An outgtonding feature of the islond is its mountainous
southern coast, partllel to which runsg o scrics of mountainous mossifs
olong the centre of the island. During the senson under consideration,
S.W. winds pilc up tropicnl thunderstorms on'them from midday until
far into the night. Whilst these are roging, cireraft based on
aerodromes in the southern (mountainous) half of the island ore, for
the most port, seriously hondiccpped by them.

Squadro ns based on cerodromes alons the rorthern coastal
strip are, on the other hand, not so severcly handicapped: although
heavy cloud and roin occur throughout the afternoon and night, cireraft
con effectively operate ot all hours, Mornings are usually bright and
cloudless. HAerodromes in the northern coastal strip are, however,
subjeet to onother foctor: they are not for from exposed londing
becches, Their occupation was therefore not untttended by risk.

Nowval, Army and Air Resources.

Hirh Commond

5304 Bandoeng, in centrel wesbern Jove, wos the wortime sedt

of the Dutch Govermment, and of Neval and Militery Headquarters.

The latter was known as A H,K, (The Duteh have nod seporote air

force = their movy and axny having their own air contingents. )
The High Dutch Comnunders Were;—

Governor-General of N,E,I, = Jonkheer Ir, A,W,L, Tjords von
5]
e Ik Storkerborgh Stachouwen,

Ce=in-C. Royal H,.8,I. Army = Lt, Gon., ter Poorten

Coe=in~C, Royal N,E,I, Novy =~ Admiral Helfrich

Neary
531, ' L Combined Allied Fleet wes based on Soursboyn, with

o subsidiary base ot Boboavit. It consisted of one British, one
Australion, one Americon and two Dubch cruiscrs, some Dutch ond
British destroyers, some Dutch submorines and other acuxilinry
craft, ond wos commonded by the Duteh Naval C,-in-C.

Arm

532, - (2) The Dubch had approximately 25,000 regulor troops, made
up ‘of four regiments of infantry (nobive) with artillery, gorrison
and ancillary units. They had o few obsolete A.F.V's, hoaving been

Jurchle



wnable 40 obtain modern tanks from the Allies. Units had been heavily
depleted of white personnel for various reasons, from a proportion of
one white to five native to a proportion of one to about forty. An
attempt to re-arm and to re-organise -on modern lines had failed
because modern armaments were unobtainable for the new units which had
been formed for handling them. The Dutch Army vas consequently neither
the efficient colonial militery sendsimerie it had been, nor the
modern army it aimed to be. '

(b)In addition there was & Home Guard of about 40,000. Thaey
were static in role, and necesserily poorly armed and tradined.. Those in
west Jave. were reported to be the best, particularly those in the
vicinity of Soebang near Kalidjati aerodrome (eventually to be
occupied by British bombers) where there were about 1,000 men with

welve armoured cars. :

(¢) To the Dutch Army was added a tolen British force under
the direction of ifajor-General H,D.¥W, Sitwell. It consisted of a
squadron of light tanks, two Australian infantry bettalions (one a
machine-gun unit without its machine guns), and e nunber of small -
administrative units, bubt no signals. The whole was organised hastily
into & mobile strildng force for operztion in western Javae and was
under the commend of Brigadier A,.S. Blackburn (Austrelian Imperial
Forces), To it were added an American Field Battery, and e contingent
of 540 hastily srmed and trained R,i.F. airmen under Ting Commander
Alexander. It wes called "Blaclforce". It co-operated closely with the
Dutch troops (under the command of General Schilling) located in
western Java for the defence of the Batavia area.

(d) British A,L. batteries were concentrated on aerodrome
defence as follows:- .

Tjililitan - 12 Bofors soon after 15th February.
Also one battalion Augtralian Infantry
relieved on 25th February by 15th IHeavy
A,A. Regt. armed as infantry. The former
were required ag part of "Blaclforce".

Kalidjati =~ 10 Bofors socon after 15th Februory.
Also some Dutch Infantry relieved on night
28th Pebruary/lst ilarch by 12th Heavy A,AL.
Regt. hastily armed asg infantry, The former
were wanted for service with the Dutch field
my.

Air Forces

533, (a) The Dutch had ebout 5 Bomber, 3 Fighter and 2 Observation
Squadrons in Java, most of which were much depleted as the
result of protracted operations in the north. Serviceability
of aircraft was low. They and their administrative units
operated under Dutch control decentralised from Bandoeng.

(b) There were 12 to 15 American heavy bombers, (believed to be
. Bu.17's) and a few fighters (P.40's) whose serviceability was
low., These were located under American control in eas?t
and central Jave, "

(¢) There wes also a mixed Dubtch, American and British
Reconnaigsance Group based in Java for seaward reconmdissance,
which opereted under a Dutch Commander. No. 205(F.B.)
Squadron formed part of it.

(d) To this force was to be added the British Air Contingent
under Westgroup alias. Britair, whose re-organisation has
already been described. '
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During the time thot Abdeir remained in Java all the above
sir formotions acted under its dircction, comtrol of the first two
being exercised through the Duteh £,0.C., General van Oyen. When
Abdair left Jova, the latter took command of them all.

Strategy

53k Lp invasion of Java was congidéred most likely to
apuroach down the cast or west sides of Borneo, or both., The Dutch
High Command fearcd simultancous landings at both ends of the
island, near {(ourabaya in the cast and in the Sunda. Straits on the
wost: this wes the most difficult form of attack to parry, end it
was to be cxpecked that the cnemy would adopt it. & loanding in
contral Jave wes not thought to be likely., The Dutch plan was laid
accordingly. ;

Duteh Plan -’
535, Thig wage—

(2) To watch, by means of air reconpaissance, as far
northwerds as possible on both sides of Borneo,
and the whole of the Java Sca ~ this being
undertalken by the Reconnaissance Group.
Submarine patrols supplemented this watch,

(b) An invasion was to be opposed, as far out to
sco as possible, by air action: all bomber
ond’ reconnadssance aircraft were to be used
for the purpose when occasion arose,

{G) A Combined Allied Fleet wes based at Sourabioya
and would engage the main threst when it
appeared.

(d) ‘Finelly, should the enemy land he was o be
rosisted on the beaches at certain points only.
Guitable landing beaches were so nunerous
that only a few of the most obvious could be
defended., Hlsewhere the plan was to keep
troops in locel reserve and to counter-attock
landings with them, the Ammy falling back, if

. neccssary, on to previously prepared positions
covered by demolitions.

(e) As a successful invasion was all too probable
it wos decided that there should be two centres
for a final stend, & decision which was enforced
by o shortoge of troops and by the length of
the island., The twe chosen centres were
Melang Plateau in the east end Bandoeng
volcanic plateau in the west.

APPROACH OF ENEMY CONVOYS

536. On the 25th February, 2ir reconnsisscnce on the

east side of Borneo reported that shipiing, which had been

collecting for some time past in ports in the Macassar Straits,

was forming up ot Balilkpepan, evidently in preperation for
_putting to sex., The invosion of Java was imminent.

537. On 26th Tebruary a convoy of more than 50 ships and

transports, accompanied by & strong raval escort, was located in
the southern end of the Macassar Stroits steaming south,
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538. On the 27th February it was again located, now in the Java Sea,
on a course and specd which would bring it to the north coast, westward
of Sourabaye, ot midnight 27th/28th Fobrunry. :

539, The Allicd Fleet put to sca and fought an engagement with the
escort during the night 27th/28th Fcebruory, The latter was very superior
in numbers, weight and metal. The Allied ships were either sunk or
disebled. This gellant action afforded the land defences another 24 hours!
grace because the transports turned away northwords at the beginning of the
sec. action and steamed towards Borneo during the night.

540, On 28th February, the transports were again located steaming
south at a gpeed which would bring them to landing beaches westwerd of
Sourabaya about midnight 28th February/lst Morch.

541, Meanwhile, the situvation on the west side of Borneco hnd not
developed so ele2rly., Invoasion forces had been suspected in the Natuna

or Anombas Islands and possibly at Muntok on Banka Island. Reconnaissances
had failed up to 26th Febrwry to clorify the situation,

542, On the 27th Februory, -2 small convoy with escort was located
cbout 50 miles south of the southern tip of Banka Island steaming slowly

on o north-casterly course. This might or might not be part of an invading
convoy "morking time" before turning south towsrds Western Jawvo,

5L3. On the 28th Tebruary cbout noon the situntion becoame clearer.

A convoy wns sighted at that hour approximately 100 miles north by enst of
Batavia steaming on an easterly course at high speed, It congisted of 11
tronsports, one cruiser with three destroyers being disposed some 30 miles

to the south on a parallel course, Another and larger convoy was located to the
north-west: strength, course and speed were not clear, Both were at a

distance which would make landings possible ot two points in western Jova

about midnight,.

Blli, The moon was onc doy past full, wind off shore. All was
evidently set for simultaneous landings -~ one at the eastern end of Jova

probably just west of Sourabaoya and two ot the western cnd of Jave in the
vicinity of Batawia,

BOMBER OFERATTONS 27TH FEBRUARY %o 18T MARCH

545, To revert to the night of 27th/28th Februsry., It then appoored
that the major threct would develop egainst Dastern Jave, It was,
therefore, decided to move No.36 (T.B.) Squadron (9 Vildebeestes and 1
Albacors) at once %o Madioen (near Sourabaya) to co-operate with
American B,17's in registing it., No.36 (1.B.) Squadron axrived ot
Madioen on the afterncon of 28th Februory and during the night 28th
Februsry/lst March carried out two sorties per airecroft, the first against
transports, the second against lending borges. The first attack entailed
& long search because reconnaissance informotion with which they hod been
briefed proved inaccurate. A convoy of 28 ships wos eventunlly found 5
miles off the Coast, north of Rembong, some 100 miles west of Sournbave,
Most pilots claimed hits on transports ond execution cmongst the burges.
Subsequent reports received from American H.Q. in the area stated thot
attacks had been most successful and that No.36 (T.B.) Squadron had sunk
8 ships - the Americans themsclves cloimed 7 others. On completion of
the seccond attack, No.36 (T.B.) Squadron returned direct to T jikampek,
less three aircraft which had been shot down, including that of the (.0.,
Squadron Leader Wilkins, an outstanding leader who was mnfortunately killed,
Each aircrew of this squadron, operating from a strange acrodrome, thus
corried out two night attacks in 24 howrs, involving over 15 hours flying
in open cockpits - a magnificent cchievement.

546, In the meantime, during 28th February, thc'thfcat'to western Jovo

had crystallised (pora.[ 54w in the form of two Japanese convoys approaching
from the north with the evident intention of landing on both sides of Batovia,

A sh3 /57,



Bl A1l availeble Bledheims and Hudsons were dirccted ocgoingt
the convoy to the cuatward of Boatavia. During the night,

28th Fcbrucry/lst Moreh, 26 Blenheim and 6 Hudson sorties were. corried
out against it from Kalidjati. The first attock found it 50 miles
north of Eritarmvetan, & point on the north cozst cbout 80 miles

cost of Babtavia; it wosg stetming south at high speed, Weather
conditions were bad and by this time only onc narrow strip was
serviceable on the acrodrome, Not 21l pilots were sufficiently well
trodined to cope with the conditions: of those that were, some
oorried out three sorties each, There is no doubt that attoels
were successful and were pressed home from o low level with grect
determinntion. When attacks begon, 15 ships formed the convoy:
ecxrly on lst March, only 7 wverc seen anchored off' the disembarkotion
beach which was at Britonweton., At least three and possibly os mony
as eight of its ships, arc belicved to have been sunk. The larger
figure may be an exaggeratlon as other Jopanese ships were seen on

1lgt Merch 1ying off some miles N7, of the main convoy,

5L8. Disamborkation ot Eritanwetan begon ot about 0100 hours
on lgt Morch and conbinued during the rest of the night despite &
nunber of attocks by our cdireraft while landing was in progress.

ALS. It wos decided to "stand down" bombers at Kalidjoti ot
the end of the night's operations becouse:-

(&) Crews had been on & stretch for 36 hours, standing
by during much of the night of 27th/28th Februory,
ond then operoting at high presswre throughout late
afternoon and the night of 28th February/lst Morch,
They bod worked splendidly, &chieved good results,
and needed o rest, i

(b) There would be plenty for the crews to do at high
pressure for severcl days to come.

(e) Previous cxperience had shown that Blenheims and )
Hudsony were porticulrrly vulnereble if employed in
the cloudlecss conditions which prevailed during the
morning ot this geason, becfuse the Joponese normally
provided thelr londings with strong Navy '0! fighter
cOVeX'.

It was therefore deeided to employ bombers daily
during the late ofternoons (when cloud cover could
be relied _u:g_on-)_ and under cover of darkness, and to
usge all availeble fighters,which could lool: after
themselves, to contimic the ‘ovposition during the
cloudless mornirgs, '

550. On completion of the nighit'!s work, the Station Comsnnder

at Kalidjoti wes instructed about 0700 how's, lst March, to disperse
hig direraft and to prepore thum for fiether operations later in the
day, the Dutch A.0,C., Gen. van Oyen, having advised, during the
previous night, that it would be inadvisable to withdroaw the -
bomber force from Kalidjiati tc ocrodromes further inlond, where they
would be relntively inefféctive for opposing landings. Shortly

after doybreok, however, the Dutch squadrons at’ the cerodrome withdrew
under orders from Gen., vin Oyen; though rno warning thot they were
going to do so was given to the BLA.F,.

551, About 1030 hoursg, the acerodrome wos overrun by Japanese
Jight tanks supported by infentry in lorries-port of the force

which had landed ot Eritonwetan some hours esrlier - and the aerodrome
was captured. The whole force of Blenheims, by now reduced to 8
servicenble aireraft, being fully dispersed, wos captured, 4 Hudsons
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manoged to toke off under fire and reoch Andir cerodror ne, near B“D(lDCI'l.:,.
A description of the events concerning the loss 01 Falidjoti cerodrome is
contained in Appendix “HY,

552, The coptwred acrodrome wos cmly & fowmiles from Tjikumek, the
aerodrome on which No,36 (T.B.) Squadron wos also resting ‘after ‘-1:'\;1no'
operated throughout the night (p...ff.‘.bli-f)) ' The latter cerodrome had no
defences whotever.and was in congideroble danger of being overrun by the
same troops which had alrendy coptured K:lidjati. The squadron wos,
thercfore, immediately withdrovm to Andir and wos loter moved to T Jjikomber
in 8.W. Jova, Group Coptain Nicholetts being pla cc::l in commond of the -
Station,

FIGHTER OFERATIONS IN BATAVIA ARRA - 1ST FEBRUARY
TO JRD MARCH 1942 .

Qongolidation of Mighter Strength

555, Before proceeding further it is now necessary to turn to
carlier operations of the Fighter Force.

55k, It will be remembered that Nos. 232 (P) and 605 (F) Squadrons
werc operoting of TJjililitan under o Sector Control (o skeleton of No,226(F)
Group) whose operctions rooms ond worning systems were instolled in and
around Batavia,

555, From 17th to 27th February this force wns continunlly in ection
in its role of the air defence of Batovio, Normel odds met were in the
vieinity of 10 -~ 1. Its operations were handicapped, porticularly
during the earlier part of the period, by insufficient worning of
appros.ching enemy oircraft.

556. A Fighter Group H,Q. hod become redundant by 27th February, its
squodrons and overhead controlling organisation being well established by
then. The Group Commander, Air Commaodore Vincent, and severnl members of
hig gtaff were ordered on that datc by the A.0.C. to leave Javh, which
they subsequently did by sea,

557, By noon on 28th Februory the combined strength of the two
fighter squadrons wos less thon thot of one. The U.S. aireraft carrier
"Tangley" had been sunk by the Jopeonese when bringing in o full load of
P.4O fighters, with some of which it had been hoped to re-cxm one of the
squrdrons. The last prospect of keeping two fighter squ'_ldrons ot
reasoncble strength had gone. It was decided to rethin No, 239(1’) Squadron
which, under Squadron Leader Brooker's leadership, had volunteered en
bloec to remain in Java, Vacancics in it werc filled from cmongst o
considercble mumber who had also volunteered in No.605(F) Squadron.
No,605 Squadron, except the volunteers who could be employed, wos
withdrawn for evacuation after it had handed over its remaining circraft
to No,232(F) Squadron on the afternoon of 28th February.

FPighter Operctions lst - 3rd March

558, In accordance with the decision (pO.I‘D-.Bh.EJ) not to employ
bombers during the cloudless mornings, but to oppose the londings
during these hours by metns of fighters, instructlons were issued to
No.232(F) Squedron to employ o1l “its Hurricones throughout the forenoon
of lst March, in co~operaotion with 10 Dutch Kittyhawks and 6 Buf'foloes,
in attoacking ‘bWo Japanese landings which had occurred simultoncously
during the night,

559. One of these landings was that which had been mode at

Britonwetan (parc.534). Twelve Hurricanes which ogsisted in opposging

it encountered intense A.A. fire, Severe losses were inflicted on

troops in borges, and at least six small sloops and three tonks were setb
on fire. Severzal loter attocks cgeoinst the some torgets also produced good

results. / €0
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560. The other successful londing in Western Jave had occurred
sinultaneously with the foregoing one but on the extreme western
beaches on either side of Mertk in the Sundn Streits, It wos in
greater strength, The remtining Hwricones of No.232 (I) Squadron
moade soverrl sorties agninst it during the morning ot the request
of the Dubch Army: they successiully ongrged enemy columns,
including cavolry and MT., advencing olong the ronds from the
loanding beaches townrds Batovio.

561. 4After the British borbers had been overrun ok Kalidjatdi
-~ the fighters continued their ottocks against the landing at )

Britanveton, Shortly ofter midday, the Hurrictnes brought to o
standstill o cyclist column proceeding westwords towerds Biotavia,
In addition, threc Joponese flying boots were destroyed on the

woter,
562, A1l No,232 (F) Saquadvon nircraft suffered domage in

vorying degrec from A.A, fire os a result of the above attoclks,

563, On 2nd lirech, TJjililitan cerodrome woas under constont
attock and the squadron vics in action all doy defending their base

- and coarrying out rood reconmaissonces in western Jove for the
Dutch Army. The acrodrone wos olso becoming somewhat exposed to
attack by Japanese forees which had landed ot Eritormreton: these
were, by the afternoon, reported to be cpproaching Poerwokerto and
the river crossings thirty niles or so to the N.B. of the scrodrome.
Withdresml 2long the rood which passces throush those ploces was
alrecdy out of the question, Moreover they were held by Dutch troops
on similar lines to Bocbang nnd the river crossings protecting
Kelidjati aerodrone but even more lightly; a repetition of the
Kalidjati debicle, dnvolving the only remaining British fighter
squadron, was disbinetly possgible during the night or following
morning. The A.0.C., therefore, when visitipng the cerodrome on this
doy, ordered No.232 (F) Squedron, now 10 Hurrieanes, +to move bock o
Andir neor Bondoeng, the move being completed nlong the Buitcnzorg
road by the following day. Group Captain Noble was tppointed Station
Commonder at Andir.

561, In the ‘early morning, the squadron returned to Tjililiton
from Andir under orders isgued by Gen, van Oyens It wos airborne
throughout the morning repelling Joponese adr attoacks. At noon

it was finally withdeawn to Andir, en route to which the squadron
made o suceessful ctuaclk on Ealidjati acrodvome, destroying sceveral
enemy aireraft. A running fight took pince with Joponese fighters
from Kalidjati to Bandoeng.

Withdrawel from Botovio.

- 565, Ag the Dutch announced on 3rd lorch their interntion of
o= declaying Batewvie on “open" town, the operations and filter rooms,

together with the rader gtotions in the vicinity, were destroyed
and their stoffs wore withdrovm to Bandoeng during the 3rd March.

OFERATIONS BY 10, 205 (F.B.) SOUATRON - 1ST FEERUARY.
T0O 3RD MARCH

566, No.205 (F.B,) Sawidron during the whole of its stoy in Jove
operated ag 2 unit of the Allied Recomncissance Growp which wos
responsible for all seawdrd reeonnaissonce + roughout the S.W.
Pacific Command., This Group, under Dutch Command, took its orders

—_— first from Ahdair and then, 2aPter Abdoir left Javz, from Gen. von
Oyen, the Dutch 1,0.C. Britair wos responsible for its cdministrotion
cnly . ‘

567. Based on Batovia and Oesthaven, it carried out

reconnoissances between Borneo and Sunctre and also undertook anti=-
submorine patrols in the Sunda Stroits.
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568,

When the Jopeonese descended upon the Batowvit area on lst March

it wos ordered to-transfer its basc to T jilitjop, an unserviceable flying
bort having to be destroyed vhen it left. The squodron opercted from
Tjilitjep on enti-subnorine patrols until 3rd Morch, by which time it
could no longer be usefully employed. The sguadron wos then ordered out
of the islond, two boats going to Ceylon and onc, with a domoged airscrew,
to Augtralin,

569.

571.

FINAL ATR OFERATIONS - 4TH JARCH TO OTH MARCH 1942

The position on the morning of Lth March wog:-
(2) H.Q. Britair - Bandoeng.

(b) No. 1 (G.R.) Squadron, R.A.4.F., 7 Hudsons (3 serviceable) -
Andir

(c) No,232 (F) Squadron, 10 Hurricanes (all in dubious condition)
- Andir,

(d) No. 36 (T.B.) Sgundron, 5 Vildebeestes (4 just serviceable)
- Tjikember, '

(e) About 450 crmed R.A.F, personnel under Wing Commander
Alexonder operating os infontry with "Blockforce" in the
Buitenzorg areo. .

(£) About 1,900 uncrmed personnel awoiting evocunbion near

- Djilitjop, and & further 600 &% Djocjacarte; mony other
pergonnel now surplus to squadron requirenents were under
orders to move to the cren og accormodation became
avedlable. :

The Awrmy situation on 4th Moreh woss—

Eostern Jova: The enemy had made a.sucecessful londing on lst
March west of Sourcbayn and was pressing the Dutch forces in
two directions ~ those originclly in the Sourcboye district
towerds the 3.E. extremity of the islond and those in central
Jove. westwnrds towards Poerwolerto.

Western Jeva: The eneny after londing ot Britonweton, had
captured Knlidjati aerodrome, on which strong Jopanese fighter
forces were by now well estoblished, The enemy had repulsed
Dutch attempts on 2nd Merch o recopture Soebang (from the
direction of which the enemy wos by now pressing towards
Bandoeng) and on 3rd March to reccpture Kelidjati aerodrome.

The enemy force, which had landed in the Sunda Stwraits, had
forced the evocuation of Botavie, and the Dutch garrison of
extreme western Jave was in the Buitenzorg - Soekoboemi
vieinity, falling boeck on the final Bondoeng "stronghold,!

No. 36 (T.B.) Saundron based ot Tjikamber atticked

alidjoti aerodrome, now full of enemy aircraft, on the nights of
2nd/3rd and 3rd/kth Moxch. On hth Merch it wos roved to Tosik Malaja
because of reports (subsequently proved to be false) of threats to
the cerodrome from reported landings in S.W. vy, and because of
the ropid advonce of the enemy towards Soekiboemi, which threatened
to out the only rood avniloble for withdrownl,

572,

From Tasik Malaja the squadron conbinued attocks on

Kalidjeti during the nights of 4th/5th and 5th/6th linrch, doing two
sorties per oireraft on the former night, Iarge fires were coused

and considerable damage was done.
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573, On 6th March two cireroft only remained servicenble and
orders were given for these to be flown north in an cndeavouwr %o
recch Burmn, They left on the 7th March but unfortunately both
adireraft croshed in Sumatira and the crews were either killed or
captured., ' 2

Bl No. 1 (G.R.) Sqmwdron, R.\.L.F. s ordored 5 fly its
three remoining f'lyeble Hudsons to Australin corrying operotiomnl
records ‘and &8 mAny spare aircrews as possible. | The first left
on the night 4th/5th, the others on the nights of 5th/6th and
6th/7th - 21l reaching Australia,

5754 No. 232 (F) Squodron, ‘now ot Andir, was given the role. -
of carrying out periodic offensive sweeps agoinst Kelidjeti
cerodrone. It was instructed clso to take adventoge of any
porticularly fovourcble torgets presented by the Jopanese Axmy
attocking Bandoeng from the north. TFor the latter purpose, the
squoidron estnblished o liaison officer at the Dutch H.Q.
responsible for defences on thot front.

576. liost of ife romaining operations, however, were for the
defence of Andir aerodronme, By this time, no warning of
impending ottack could be obteined and tho aercodrome woes gubjected
to almost conbinuous cttock throughout each diy. The squadron .
wag repeatedly in cction and considercble success was nchieved.
571 By the 7th March, the squadron ywus reduced to 5 aircraft.
On this day, it was tronsferred to Tasik Malaje, and by the
evening only two cireraft remained, These two coarried out o
tactical road reconnaissénce on the morning of the 8th iorch

and on completion of this they were destroyed under orders from
Britair. ' 3

Operotions of No.. 266 (F) Wing

578. Whilst No. 266 (1) Wing wes In action in Swetre ond
Jave it inflicted the following losses on the enemy:~
Suratrn About 8 eneny aircreft werc shot down. In
: ‘co-operation with the bombers of No. 225 (B)
2nd-16th Feb, Group very hetvy. casunlties were inflicted on

troops in bofts and barges moving up the
o Palembiing river: on 15th Pebrunny.

JOVS

17th Feb, - 8th - About 32 oncmy aireraft were shot down (8 by -
Maorch, No. 605 Squodron and 24 by No. 232 Sqmdron{
of which about 15 were desbroyed during the
cloging days in Java. 2nd to 8th March.
Heavy casunrlties were alasg inflicbed on enemy
troops which landed on Jove at Britanwetan and
Merak, mrticulavly the former.

During the conhined peviods cbous 60 Hy’.‘a.*rjro’.‘.nr;u were lost, chiotly
on the ground by eneny ottocks on our incdeguabely 4

1ofardad
aAeTodr ol Se

PROGRESS OF  BVACUATION

B9, Throughout +hc period under review eviaewrtion of
ReA.F. personnel proceeded ag fost as shipping permitted.

Units were concentrated for cvocuntion &s they became surplus to
requircments. They were kept together as units as far as
possible and as shipping 2ccommodation allowed, '.L‘ow:.‘.rc.‘xs the
end, when accommodation become extremely limited, priority wos
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givon to circrews ond technical personncl,

580, On- the 23rd February, owing to. enemy fction,’ Batawvio wos cloged
as o port and the R.A.F. Bose, Batavia, with its ancillary transit comps,
wo.s progressively tronsferred to Poerwokerto, ndjrcent to TJjilitjap in
south Java, the sole port still open. Tjilitjop was nlso subjected

to air bombordment, and ships leaving it to ottock by Joponese Light
naval forces. On the 27th February, S.3. "City of Monchester " wos
torpedoed off Tjilitjop whilst opproaching the rort to assist in the
evacuntion, ;

561 From the 1st Morch omwards, little movement from the port
took ploce. ~ It was finally closed on the 5th Morch ledwving on the
{sland cbout 2,500 R.A.F. personnel whom it hnd been intended to
evacwate, but for whom no shipping vas mnde aveiloble,

582, On 5th and 6th March.chout 8 sents were allotted to the
R.AoF. in Dubch Lodestars; the Dutch had been using these aireraft to
evecunte personnel to Australia. The Lodestor sorvice censed on the
6th Morch, thus closing the lost evocuntion chonnel from Java.

583 L hondicap experienced throughout the evacuntion of surplus
ReheFe persomnel wos the difficulty which mony-of the Duteh had in
understonding the necessity for sending out of the island, at o time
then it was sbout o be invaded, personnel who appeared to them %o be
soldicrs: they could not realise that owr nirmen were untroined as such
and wore of grect velue in their real role as airmen for progecution
of +the wor elsewhers. Informed Dutch cuthorities apprecicted the
motter, but mony foiled to gresp its truth. Thig is soid in no
eritical spirit; the Dutch outlook is easily understoods But it
nust be stated in port explanction of the loss in Jova of & nuaber
of surplus airmen.

584, During the period 18th Februwpry onmwards, nedrly 7,000 R.A.F.
personnel were evacunted, leaving o total of about 5,000 in Java,
Appendix "I' attoched gives o complete list of the R..l.F. Units which
were in the For East, including Java, together with deteils of their
disposcl,

EVENTS LRADING UP TO SURRENDER OF JAVA

585, Conference at Dubtch Headguarters, At 1800 hours on the 5th
March the Duteh Commander-in-chief, Lieut,Gen. ter Poorten, convened

o. conference &t his H,Q., A.H.K. in Bandoeng. The Adr Officer Commanding,
Britair, and the General Officer Comanding British Militory Forces in
Jova, Major-Genercl H.D.W., Sitwell, ond representatives of their staffs,
were swmoned to this conference. It was also atbtended by senior
officers of the Dubtch C,-in-C'g staff.

586, A% this confercnce the Dutch Comander-in-Chict stoted:-

(2) That the sitwetion was grove: the enemy hnd procticelly
overcome the northern dsefences of Bandoeng and was olso
ropldly closing in from the west.

(b) That mornle wos ot a low ebb and that it was possible
Bandoeng might £all very soon, When the enemy penctrated
the outer defences, the C.-in-C. did not propose to deflend
that town, which would be declared an open city. It wes
full of refugees and could not'in any case hold out for
long.

(c) That no guerilla warfore was possible or would be atbempted
by the Dutch, There wns great hostility amongst the native
populntion towards the whites, and without the help of the
natives guerilla warfare could not possibly be successful.
A1l his staff were emphotically agreed that such warrore
was out of the gquestion.
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(d) That owing to difficultics of comuunication, Dutch
G.H.Q. could opcrate only from Bandoeng. They could
not exercise control. firom clsewhere and so would
not move from Bandocng,

(¢) That rosistonce wos £o be corried on clsewhere under
the direction of local cormanders if possible and in
aceordrnce with tn order igsved by Queen Wilhelmine
of Holland that there sghould be no swrender to the

apanese. He then added an wnexpected rider = thot he

hed instructed his troops to disregard any order thag
he might subsequently iscuve to then' to cease fighting:
they were to disobey it and to go on fighting.

587, In subscqguent disgcussion the Commvnder-in-Chief wos

informed by Gener:sl Sitwell thot the Britisgh would certainly continue
to fight on as long o the Dutch. When Dutech resistonce censed then
he must reserve to himself the right to decide his cetions in
accordance with the circumstoinces ot the time, The Commnnder-in-Chief
also infored the A,0,0. that A,H,d. and Andir cerodrome in Bandoeng
nust not be deflended in the event of the Japanese entering the towm,
The Cormander-in-Chief wog then asked to ollot &n cren in the mountuing
in which the British Forcoes could concentrote ond continue resistonce.
After some discussion, he allotted ~n aren north of Sontoga and sovkh
of' Bandoeng. Its choice appearcd to be influenced more as o means of
eseape to the south const thoan os o gtronghold: emphasis had to be laid
by the A,0.C. on the fact that it was wonted for the latter purpose.

British move into the Hills

588, In congsequence the 4,0.C, and ¢.0.C. British Forces went to
Santosn at first light on the 6th Morch to reconnoitre the area, The
remainder of AH.Q. 2and other personnel in the arece, drmy and R, A.Fa,
except the ground party ot Andir, were moved to Tegik Malejr the seme
day.

589, The distribubtion of Air Force personncl on the 6th Morch
(Poie ) Wags=

(a) Tasik Malejo aren, preparing for defence, with

Army Units 8lso oxdered there e+ sae  ons 900
(b) Contingent with "Blackforce"  .ex sse  sec L50
(c) Andir cven, corodrone stoff and units ole'n 850
(d) Pocrwokerto aren r i el e e 2,500

(e) Detached from wnits, strogplers, sscipe parties,

gtc. in goubl ceubtral Juave S aaes it L00
TOTAL avig 5,100
550. The orders issued to the vexrious conbingents on the 6th

Morch were:=

(2) The andir contingent wos to surrende» ag Bandoeng was
being declored an "open" town and on that day there :
wog no trangport vo move then,

(b) The Poerwokerto conmtingent, wos to place itself under the
orders of the local Dutch Commaonder, stand fost ond suwwrender.
There was no tclbernative a&s the men were enbirely unarmed
and had very slender rations and other resources.
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They would have been an crbarrassrient +o any finnl stand,
yet would have had to shore. its herdships and any
retribution which nizht be meted osuk. They were therefore
less likely to comc to ham if they were not cssoeciated with
further resistonce.

(e) The Tasik haleje contingent wos to defend to the last the
cerodrone area, where thé 4.0.C, and G,0.C, would rejoin
them if a better place for continuing the fight was not
found,

591, Reconraissnnce of the Stntosa ares on 6th liarch drew a blank,
Not only was the ferrain unsuited for defence by & small force, but
the local Dutech hod no defence plan, obviously did not wont fighting
ta oceur there and were only too recdy to assist the British to the
congt,

B92, 48 the result of o sugzestion fron Genernl Schilling, who
Vg most helpful to the British in their wish to continue resistonce,
the orec south of Tjikedjons was reconnoitred on 7th Merch., It was
found more suitable for protracted defence. It was therefore decided
o concentrate all army units and all armed R.AP. personnel in the

defence of that aren,

593 In conformity with this decision orders were igsued to the
following to move to the ares on 8th Merch:-

(a) The findir contingent, for whonm transport wos now avoilable:
> and

(b) The Tagik Malaja contingent,

Both of these contingents were nmmed. In addition, "Blackforoe"
ond oll other British Army Units in Jove were also ordered to the aren,
The totel combined force wes chout 8,000 strong,

h9k. At the same time it was confirmed that the rercinder of the
pergonnel, who were unarmed, were to stond fost and swrender, The
Dutch G.0.C, of the Pocrwokerto aren, under whose direction Adr
Commodore Silly had placed the Poerwolerts contingent in aceordance

with his instructions, ordered their evacustion further west because
unaymed forces were an emborrossment in o locality where he intended to
rosist the Jepanese advance, This was done under his orrongements and
the contingent arrived at Tasik Malnja on 8th Morch (Detie)e It had
suffered severe easualties owinz to its rail convoy hoving been ambushed
¢n route,

595, On 7th Morch (p.m.) A H.K, declared Bandoeng, Togik Malaja
and Garoet "open" towns., This action had been onticipated for Bandoeng
but in respect of the other two it came as o complete surorise, It
Was o great cmborrassment to the concentrotion of the British Torces in
the hills now in progress. This was made still more diffioult by
obstruetion which British coluins met in more thon one ploce from Dutch
forces and officinls, but which wos overcome.

596. Eorly on 8th March moves 4o +he concentration cren in the
hillg begon: o combined Army/lidr H,Q, with V/T stotion 2longside to
cormunicate with the Air Winistry ctc. wms estehlished at T jikad jong.

Order to Swrrender from Dutch H.0

597. At approximotely 0900 hours o rough translation of o
bro:.‘.acas'l,*by the Dutch C.=-in-C. was received ot HeQs Aboubt 1030 hours

it was telephoned through in Brnglish by Col. Gulik, the Dutch Adr Stoff

Officer ot A.H,K., who had cone for the purpose to Goroet ot the foot of

the hills. It wes to the effect that "oll orgrnised resistonce! in Jove
x i“&m BG ¢ 'S I\J_[’:,-L\h’jliu"ﬂ- h:, 'h""-cﬂ\.llfﬂ--.l' ixsa g\,hu,t‘i‘_-l?n( u:\. iIf" v x!_ {hr (A-u,.-.,‘-td “'l;'\CL-.:
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hrd ceased and that troops were to offer no further resistonce +o tho
Jepanese,. .Col, Gulik said that the Dutch G, -in-0. had cancelled his
ingtructions disregnrding surrender orders and that he intended this
order %o be obeyed, '

G98s ° The 1.0,C, reccived this message and, in the absence of
the G,0.C., who wog reconnoitring the nrce and allocating defence
positions, he first sent o despoteh rider o inform the G.0,C., and
then, being scepbical cbout the whole mattor, went himsclf %o
Goroet to meoke further enguiriecs.

599 At Geroet the Dutch Resident, Heer Koi'fwen, (the District
Civil Administrotor) wos not morkedly sympathetic to the British plons.
On the previous day he had strongly emphasised the difficulties of
local supplics and accormodation, and had been apprehensive about the
prospects of o "massncre of whites" if guerills worfare was attempted,
particularly cmongst the difficult natives of tho Geroet district. ~On
8th March he re-ciphesised his belief in the dangers of o netive rising
if fighting in the hills was atterpted. He enlled in other :
cuthorities to support his opinion - amongst them the District Regent
(Native District .dministrator),

€00, The A.0.C. rong up LHK, and spoke (it ig believed) %o

Col, Gulik who confirmed that the Dubch C,-in-C, had eancelled his
order and thot he intended his latest instruction, nomely, for fighting
to stop, to be obeyed. He snid thet all Dutch troops were complying,
The 1.0,0, then put scveral colls through 4o other Duteh centres and
found this to be 80 in each instance.

601, - Whilat he wos so cngoged, AJLLK. agadn rong him up at the
Resident!s House. The Staff 0fficer doing so, identity uncertain, wos
agiteted. He specifically cnquired whether the British were going to
fight, whether Genercl Bitwell hed full control of "Blackforce" ard
vhether they could be perswded to stop fighting. To these guestiong
he was given non~cormitol cnswers except an assurance that "Blackforce!
would definitely obey any orders Gen., Sitwell might issus. The A,0.C,
was given o further urgent messoge from the Dutch ¢, -in=C. , which 3% ds
understood, wos telephoned through from Kalidjnti, vhere, at that time,
the Dutch C.-in-C. wos negoticting terms with the Jopanese C,=~in-0.

The message pressed for action to be taken to stop "Blaclforce! blowing
wp any more bridges to cover their withdrawal to the hills, ns this
action wag handicopping the negotintions., It i not known how the
information about blowing the bridses £.E, of Bandowng nenched the
Joponese ot Kalidjeti many miles to the noréh,

602. The A.0,C. then returned to Tjikedjong and met the G.0.C, -
there about 1330 hours on Sth Mosch,
The situntion ot thHat rovent was az Pollows s~

(8) The concentrotion in the hills whs wakdng good progress,

(b) Although personnel of both Ammy and R.L.7. wers tired ard
many were poorly clad and kitted, moraleappeared on the
whole good,

(e) Troops had plenty of =manll axns and smmunition, bub were
without aiveroft ond artillery, ond had only o fow light
(Bofors) A.A. guns,

=~ On the other hand ~

(d) Time was short ond nuch had still to be done in rew
organising and preparing positions for defence,
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(e) Only 3% deys! rotions for the whole force were held. The
frmy dwip neor Bondoeng s reputed to howve been destroyed
(news loter to prove false), ond congiderable difficulty
in collecting rotions hod been exporicnced by Army convoys.
There might, however, still be time to collect o few more.
Petrol wos la.;altcd to whot wvehicles had in their tanks,

(£) Wotor wos plentiful but everywhere polluted, woter corts
' were very scorce and effective sterilisction was
improcticeble.,

(z) Modical supplies wore nil except for thosc eorried in
Units., Hospitalisotion wos nil ond none wos practicable,
The Lustralian Field Hospit~al in Bandoeng hoad been unable
to move to the hills because it wes already overloaded with
patients,

603, - The duty of the British forces in Jove was to fisht in
order to contain the Japonese as long as possible, every doy being of
value. BEverything depended upon whet the Dutch were likely to do.

It woas cvident thot:-

(=) The Dutch hod ceased fizhting everywhere and no
asgistonce from them could be expected.

(b) The notives might, or might not, turn ngcinst the vhitos.

It wos unlikely thot much help would come from them, They

were more likely to turn ageinst the British, porticularly

when the latter were recching the cnd of their resistance.

V«-UW\.M(&«,[;& ua e Gnomas *»&b_-%‘u-hat\ J(-c L

60L. Moreover, o bronderst fron the Dutch C.-in-O, hed- '
contained the phra se "A1l orgoniged resistoance hoving now cotsed. "
So for as could be remembered this wording nade oll the differcnce
in international law between o goldicr entitled to trectment as a
P.0,W, in asccordence with internstionel agreement, ond & bandit
subject to sumary execution on copture. In fairncss to our sub-
ordinates, we could not order them 45 continue to fight os bondits.
FPurther resistonce could only be corried oubt with volunteors., This
would have entailed a still further move to, and re-orgonisetion in,
o new defence arec well clear of those in the concentration ares who
did not volunteer and of the 2,900 uncrmed R, F, personncl who had
been left in the plains, As the Jopanese were free to follow up any
&btempt very quickly, particularly os they hod complete mestery of
the air and clecrly knew where our forces were locoted, and as there
wog nothing t5 stop them on the ground, insufficient time remained
to orgonise enything effective.

605. In those circumstances the 4,0.C. and ¢,0.C. regretfully
decided thet they must comply with the order to swrender., The order
28 received from AH.K, wns accordingly issued to units aboubt 1430
hours,

Orders were clso issued:-

(2) To destroy cams ond worlike stores likely to be of value
to the enemy, except o limitoed cmount of tronsport,

(b) For all ronks to observe cbsolute reticence if questioned
for military information by the cnemy,

A signel wes sent to the R.A.F, H.Q. Signnl Section for
trongmission to the Air Ministry to the effect thot the orders to
surrender werc being compiled with., The roasons why this signal
did not get through cre contoined in poras. 620-2,
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Escope Orponisntion

€06. Ool, ven der Post, o British officer bolieved to be of
South African Duteh descent, had remained in Jovn in order 4o
orgrnisc & nmenns of esenpe ofter the foreseen ocoupntion of the
islend by the Jopnnese hod become o fact. He initicted plons for
aggembly points in the mountning to thd southwerd of Botovio and
tried to orgonisce shipping and bonts for surreptitious cvocuntion
Inter from the mountoinous 8.VW. cocst line, ILack of tine

prevented his plons mevtweing. Grent credit is due o this

officer for his nctivities, attoended os they wore by considorcble
pergonal rigk ot the honds of the onemy, o« faet of which he wog
well awore, In anticipstion of Col. ven der Post's plons succeeding,
cuthority wos given by the £,0,C. for the issue from public funds of
2,000 guilders to ench of wwenty individusls t5 finonece the atbempt;
action wos 3 'be token by Adr Cormodore Staton to select them,

607, Degpite the necezgity for abondoning the orsanised escope
scheme, individunl personbel still wished to mile an attempt to
lecve Jave, The hazords involved by the dovbtful attitude of the
netives and the molarial avture of the highlonds were pointed oub;
if nevertheless they wished to persevere in their ctteampts, they
vwere assisted by advice and the advance of money fron the funds
olready drown for the srgrnised csecope schene,

POST-CAPITULATION PERIOD, 8TH - 30TH MARCH, 1942,

Eth~10th linrch

08, By 2200 hours 8th ilorch concentration, ag ordered, wos
complete. Distribution of Royal Air Foree personnel wos:-

In Tjikedjong aren, in the hills, armed ~ 2,200 (approx.

1

Stragglers, detached and in'hospital in Bundoseng

‘.400 ( ]
5’100 ( 1

e r— e

Tasik Malaje cnd sther arecs, in the plains, uncrmed - 2,500 (" )

609. On 9th Merch & second ordew wos received fron AH, K.,
containing instructions 5 eollect orms, 4o disnlay vhite fings and to
meke suwrrender crrongements with the nerrest Joprnose General, The
Ay0.C. accordingly went to Bondoeng on 9th March and on 10th Maxrch
contacted Liocut. General Maruynun:, the Jopancsc Cormander in the

andoeng district. Pron hin vere received instructions obout collecting
cxms and troops ana honding Sho aver 9 Joponese represenbobives.
Accommodation ond promiscs to help wilh gupplies were also obtodned, He
forbode communication with outside countries, bub implied when pressod,
without cormnitting himself fully, thnot orisoners would be trected din
accordoncée with the Geneva Convortinn of 1929,

Lllth=12+th Moreh

610, On 1llth Moxch, 4 Senior Officers (British A.0.C. oand

G.0.C, 1 Austrelicn - Brigoadier Blockburn: Americon - Col, S.::nrle) were
swmoned to Goroet. They were conducted durins the night from there
to Bandoeng. The true renson wiis not told tham, After being kept
woiting all night, they werc tsscmbled ot 0730 howrg 12th Merch for
the formol signing of the swrender terms before General Moruyoune,

611, In front »f o nunber of Joponese witnesses, Genercl
Meruyemn undertook thot prisoncrs would be trected in cccordance with
the terms of the Geneve Convention of 1929. A copy of the Instrument
of Swrrender is otbached ns Appendix "J",
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612, The underteking to obey all orders of the Joponese wos olso
included, An ottempt by the Av0.Cs to introduce the word "lawful!
before the word "orders" wos refused by Gen. Moruyome who stated
thot it was unnecesscry since he wes giving P.O.W.'!'s the protection
of the Geneve Convention, under which no unlowful orders by the
Jopenese Artyy would be possible. It wos evident thot further
insistonce on the inclusion of the word "lowful' might lose the
grant of the terms of the Geneve Convention. It wns, therefore,
ercsed from the originnl Instrunent of Surrender, which wos retained
by Gener-l Moruyumn,

13th=20th Morch

613. lfirns and equipment were subscguently swrrendercd ot Goroet,
all equipment ond weapons in possession of the R.A.F, cxcept some
M.T., o nudber of rifles and boyonets, some field glosses and minor
cquipient, having been destroyed. Some difficulty crose cboub this,
but an explonction thet it ving o point of honour with the Brisish not
to let axrms foll undrmeged into the cneny's honds wes occepteds

61, On 17th Morch, 21l senior officers werc sumoncd to Garoct
for the first cross-exominctiosn by the Jopanese Intellisence Stoff:
o. few other officers who happened to be nenrby clss become involwved.
5o faxr as the G,0.C. ond 4,0.C, were concerned, it was conducted
entirely correctly. Refuscls to angwer questions, bosed on the
Geneve. Convention of 1929, were generslly fccepted.

615, Brigodier 8.R. Penrson wns, however, faced by a firing porty
but, on still refusing to sperk, wos pordoned, Pilot 0fficer

R.L. Cicurel wos threctened with mubilotion but, still refusing, wos
c.lso pardoned.

616, About 1h4th Moxch orders were received to essenble all troops
ot Thibarto in the plains, A worning wns received thot they would
have to march to Batavin — o distance of 150 miles. The march wos

to be completed in 8 days. As the troops, notably the R..i.F., were
ill-cquipped with boots cte. and meny were sick, it wos obvious thot
such o mareh would result in mony decths. The senior officers, British,
sugtralian and Americanycollectively refused to give the orders. They
were subsequently sumoned to Bondoeng H,Q, where they pressed for
their appenl o be submitted to Gen, Moruysme. The Geneva Convention .
forbidding such o morch, wos quted, A definite decision was not given
at the time but o few doys loter the order 15 mrrech wos concelled and
troops werce subsequently conveyed by troin to their various prison
comps, There is recson to think thot the appeal to General Maruyomn,
vinen it wos mnde in Bandoeng, was cccepted by that officer.

6175 On 20th Moreh ocecurred o Purther delibercte and f Lgront
violation of the Geneve Convention. General H.D.W. Sitwell, Adir
Commodore W.E, Staton, Brigedicr S.R. Peorson, Group Coptain A,G.Bishop
and Colonel A,E, Searle, U,S5. frmy, went to Bandoeng ostensibly to
attend a conference. They were, instend, subjected to interrogation
for militory information by Mojor Sedtu, an Intelligence Stoff Officer.
The first four were subjected to o monthts rigorous imprisonment for
refusing to onswer questions, after which they were rceleased. Whether
or not representotions mode by the Duteh Representotive of the
International Red Crosg in Bendoeng and by Col, #,#. Dunlop, C.0. of
the dustralian Hospital in Bandoeng, t5 Genercl Moruysmo!s H.Q. hed any
effect in bringing sbout their release will never be known, but there is
reason to believe thot this moy hove been the case.

618, The Jopanese subsequently endenvoured to extrnet information
from aircrews of Nos, 232 (1) Squedron and Ho, 1 (G.R.) Saqundron, R.A.ALF. ,
and from other individunl officers ond airnen, with almost complete lack
of success, in spite of protracted brutal treatment in meny cases. They
then gove up 211 attenpts €5 obtain it. liore than once, ‘their
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Intelligence Officers aftorwnrds stoted that the British had proved
obstinate and stupid cbout the, rntter and had suffered cceordingly.
Credit is duc to the above naned individuals who were the first

o set an extmple of complinnce with orders to observe complete
reticence in spite of brutel trentuent, os it is due to those who
subsequently followed their lead. ’

619. The leter treatuent of P.0.W's, with little regnrd to

the termg of the Genevr Convention of 1929 which hod been aceorded

to then on surrendering, is too well known %o nced further cloboratisn
in this report.

Breokdown of Signals Commwunicction with Lir Ministry

620. The originel site chogen on 7th Morch (p.m.) for the
Signals Station nenr Tjikadjong proved unsuitable for communiention
with the oubside countrics, screened os it wos by the swrrounding
mountaing., It was, thercfore, moved cbout noon 8th larch towerds the
congt in on attempt to find o suitoble position.

621, L technicnl breckdown, coused by suspectod sobotage of the
Diescl fuel of the T.1087 hizh power troansmitter, followed by a rond
accident which dencged the tronsmitter itself, prevented this set
being used ogain,

622, sttempts nede thot evening to come ints sctiosn with another
set were ot first forbidden by the Commander of the Dutch troops,
int> whoge aren the stotion had by now moved, and who, by this time,
wo.s strictly obeying orders to swrrender: these orders:forbade further
cormunicotion with the outside world. Despite then o T,1082/R.1083
Vanctte set wos brought into action but it friled t5 estoblish
commmunication with liclbourne, Ambale or lir Ministey. Seversl
signols were broadeast for three hours on the morning of 9th Morch
by this meons in the hope that they would be picked up. Amongat
them wos the signal which informed the Air Ministry thot the ordors
t5 surrender were being complied with (prre.605).

It subscquently tronspired thot these signels werce not
picked wp although ot the time the operator belicved otherwise.
623, oubseguent ottampts by the 3ignel Station to contact H.Q.
and reciprueal ctbenpts by H,0, 4o find the new pesibion of the
station, failed to csboblish touch before the staf? of this station

bhad to destroy their cquipinent beeausc:-

(C‘.) It wos belicvod Ehpdi Lhea Jaet gdppnles foe daspiteh hod
beecr sent:

(b) Cwrent reports of the imminent crrivel ¢ J. poaese
troops (subsequently proved ts be ©alse) mode ik
necessary to destroy compromisine docunents ond the
set itself o avoid enplure in 2ceordance with strict
instructions which the 4.0.0, hod issued o few devys
previously on the subjec";e& prertakinne t‘r:Y.i’&A.{ E}cﬁnni..:;_q
coad Sl ”U"'""""““ A )
These were the eircunstonces in which the report of
the final surrender of the British troops in Jova was nob
received by thoir respective Governments.



SECTION V
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SCOPE OF RETORT.

62e This paper reports on only one.aspect of the campaign of
1941/42 in the Far Bast = the air aspect. Weaknesses are admitted
where they are believed to have existed. The air aspect was, however,
only one of severals An account which discloses its weaknesses, but
not those of the other aspects, is liable to leave an impression that
the air was primarily responsible for the downfall of Malaya. ° This
was not the cases ’

625« " In order to counteract this tendency it is necessary, there-
fore, to refer to weaknesses elsewhere which played their part. This
is done hereundsr in no carping spirit but in recognition of their
causes and of the &éfforts made by those who endeavoured to overcome
thems It is done for one reason only - to counterbalance a one-sided
examination and to throw the whole into perspective. Weaknesses lay
in many places: failure in Malaya was a combined failure brought about
firstly by the unpreparedness of the Empire as a whole for war, and
then when war came by the needs of far more vital theatres on the other
side of the world and in the seas which served them.
6264 In Malaya the old policy, of  restricting the defence of
Singapore to the immediate vieinity of the Island had been replaced by
one of defending the whole of jialaya. ., In conformity with this policy,
thé Chiefs of Staff had authorised large army and air force increases.
In the absence of the Fleet, defence of the Far East was to depend
prinarily on a mobile air defence. Pending provision of the increased
air strength the army needed additional interim strength, over and &bove
its ultimate total, to ensure seourlty in the meantine.

627, The Japanese attacked whilst this policy was being implemented.
The air force and the army had by then received only a part of the modern
equipment and reinforcements which had been estimeted to be necessarye.
The vital and pressing needs of the war in BEurope and the Middle East,
which had passed through a long and very critical period, had proved of
overriding importance. The result was that the forces in the Far East
were attacked in positions which could only have been defended if the
full strength planned by the Chiefs of Staff had been available.

WEAKNESSES TN THE PIGHTING SERVICES.

Mutual Naval and ReA.F. Supporte.’

628, The Air Force in Malaya was not in a position to deny the
waters off Malaya to a seaborne invasion. It possessed neither the
necessary aircraft nor secure aerodromes and the enemy proved altogether
too strong in the air once he had obtained e footlng in Se Siam and

Ne Malayae

629 The "Prince of Wales" and "Repulse" were lost in a ggllant
attempt to help the army and air force in their predicament in N.
lalayas the attempt was made in the face of a strong shore-based
Japanese Air Force but without the corresponding air support, either
carrier-borne or shore=baseds In the absence of such support it was
progressively impracticable for the Navy, other than the lzghtest units,
to remain in Malayaon waters.

6304 The freedom of the seas which the enemy gained by his use of
air power both at Pearl Harbour and off the coast of lMalaya, was such
that he was virtually free thereafter to hit when and where he likeds
The consequences to the army and air force dispositions and operations
in Malaya were profounde No criticism is levelled; the war against
Germany and Italy had stretched our resources as never before. The
small forces which were available in the Far East were faced with
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overwhelming circumstances and were too weak to overcome the advantages
which the enemy gained in the first and most vital days of the
campaigne In short, neither the Air Force or the Navy was in a -
position to support each others

Mutual Army/Air Supporte

65%a o The’ enemy army proved to be more effective than had been
expected: our army had a number of shortcomings. It is not for this
paper to say what they were or to expand upon therm; it is appropriate
only to say that they existed and that the army, in consequence, Was
unable to play its pert adequately in the provision of secure air bases
for our air forcese The root cause was the same, namely the over-
riding calls of the war in Europe and the Middle East. '

632 When war ceme the construction of aerodromes in Malaya had
outstripped the provision of air forces to ocoupy thene But the
aerodromes ‘had to be defended - a factor, amongst others considerably
more important, which led to the army adopting a forward policye The
army had inadequate troops for the purpose, particularly in the sabsence
of the additional interim strength it required pending full Air Force
expansions It became widely scattered in trying to meet all its
commitments and was defeated in details -

633 In accordance with GeH.Qs policy, the R.A.F. although inade-
quate for the task, had to occupy these forward and ineffectively
defended aerodromess There it suffered severe losses Which could not
be replaced and it was driven outs

63ke Thereafter the army had to fight in northern and central
Malaya without any air support, and to face an enemy whose air support
was constant and stronge It was not until the Japanese advance
brotght the land battle within effective renge of aerodromes on
Singapore that our army could be supported from the air. Even then
this support fell far short of the scale demanded by the situation
although it was the meximum availsbles The enemy's air support
remained undiminished, Neither service was in a position to support.
the other or to fulfil its commitments: both suffered severely in
attempting to do so.

Mutual Support between Japanese Forces.

6354 The Japanese, on the other hand, had adeguaté forces to
support one another, . Their naval and air forces were sufficient to
cover the initial landings of their army, and to give its subsequent '.
expeditions virtual freedom of action to strike where and when it

liked. Their army had adequate strength to hold the countryside as it
was overrun, and in particular to defend the aerodromes it captured.
Their air forces were able to fill with aircraft our aerodromes as they
were captured, maintain them there at full strength, and from them gain
end fully exploit the advantages .of air superiority in the land, sea and
air battles.

They possessed what we had not - balanced harmony bylland, sea,
and air, the forces in which were adequate to play their respective
parts and to support one another fully. :

Joint Navy/Army/Air Co-operations

636 Two lessons emerge from the foregoing factors:-
Firstly, that only by full co-ordination of the fighting

services - in strength, organisation and methods of operating - can
success be achieved. '
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Secondly, that the issue of a modern war largely depends on
the struggle for secure air bases, which all three. fighting services
have a joint responsibility for obtaining, deferding and maintaininge
That side which is successful, and which denies its opponent the
advantage of secure air bases, dominates the whole theatre of war
Within eir striking ranges It has every prospect of success, while
its opponent has but littles

THE CIVIL COMMUNITY.

Shortages of Labour and Material.

637 Civil interests and the fighting services competed keenly
for labour, M.T., constructional material and equipment, all of which
were in short supply. It was difficult to obtain access to land for
construction of defence works where its acquisition conflicted with
civil interests,

638, The complicated administrative machinery in ialaya, which
comprised numerous states with varying constitutions, was slow to
produce results. Speed was further handicapped by the multiplicity
of nationalities - Chinese, laley, Indian and European - who populated
lialaya and whose interests and outlook varied widelya L

Native Labour.

6394 Experience confimmed the unrelisbility of unenlisted natives
employed as domestics, as M,T, drivers and for construction and
repairing demage to aerodromés. They disappeared en bloc, as did
many native employecs of the railways, whenever bombing started or the
siren sounded, At critical moments dislocation occurred to the
domestic life of R.A.F. Stations, and to road and rail movements.

6404 It is imperative in these days of air warfare, to enlist all
native personnel on whom dependence is to be placed in War, 8
enlisted, and officered by trained leaders, the natives proved to be
most reliable. This was demonstrated by the R.A.F. Special Technical
Corps of Chinese, lialays and Indians, whose service in Malaya and Java
during the war was exemplary.

Outlook in Malaye Towards Wers

Gl A word on this subject is necessary. It constituted a
major hendicap to rapid preparations for war in Malayaa It is not
for this paper to examine the reasons, and the responsibility for it:
the difficulties which faced those who had to deal with the matter,

and their efforts, are fully appreciateds But the matter must be
mentioned becausc of its reaction on the services. lalaya as a whole
did not devote sufficient energetic and timely attention to prepara-
tions for war. Its attitude was supported by a belief that Singapore's
defences were in reasonably good order and that war was not imminent in
any cases. bore than one official pronouncement on the subject had the
unintentional effect of fostering a scnse of false security and of
supporting those who were not anxious to disturb the established tenor
of business and life in Malaya. Agein, this statement is made in no
critical spirit; the pronouncements were necessary for very good
reasons, But they must be mentioned because of their effect on
civilians and also on the services. The general atmosphere inevitably
affected the latter who had to live in it from day to ‘day: only the
more informed and the more imaginative of them could be expected to
foresee the future with accuracy and to remain unaffecteds  Neverthe-
less there were many, amongst the civil community as well as in the
services, who foresaw the danger and who strove to accelerate
preparations for war: - to them the .greatest credit is due. But

despite
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despite their efforts the general attitude militated against the
progress at which they aimed, and it had a grave effect upon
preparation for war and upon its prosecution when it came.

6.2, Two lessons were learned., - Firstly, the most drastic and
comprehensive measures are necessary to shake up a community which
has long lived in peace into a realisation of the dangers of war and
of the need to take timely action to prepare for it. This is parti-
cularly true if the community is of such a complex political and
economic structure as that which existed in Malaya. Secondly, the
success of the fighting scrvices is largely dependent upon the whole~
hearted and organised support of the civil communitye.

UNITY OF COMIAND,

6t3a In the Far East the Higher Direction of Wer, and of prepara-
tion for it was not unified until the formation, in January 1942, more
than a month after war had broken out, of H,Q. Supreme Commend, S.W.
Pacific, under General Sir Archibald Wavell,

6lle Before this date many and complicated channels of control
had existed between Ministries. and the Ghiefs of Staff in the United
Kingdom on the one hand, and, on the other, the Civil Government and
Service Commanders in Malaya. They varied in degrees G.H.Q. had
operational but not administrative responsibility for the army and
the air forces; while in the case of the navy its responsibility was
limited to co-operation with the naval Ce=in-Cs in the PFar East,
GsHe Qs had no administrative staff, which handicapped its operational
staff in appreciating the true statse of affairs in the subordinate
commzndss The gituation was further involved by additional channels
of communication with the Australian and Dutch Governments and by
varying control of the forces which they contributed to the deflence
of Malaya.

645 Such complicated machinery is unlikely to work cfficiently
during times of emergeney when speed in preparing for war is paramounte
It has even less chance of success in war itselfl.

664 Prom this emerges the lessom that responsibility for the
defence of any region which is exposed to attack must be centralised
in a Higher Command both during the preparatory period before war and
during the wares This High Command should have full operational and
administrative authority over the three fighting services and also
strong representation in all matters affecting the civil populations
If it has anything less, its-mere presence, interposed between the
~anthorities at home and its subordinate formations, prevents in
considerable measure the latter bringing home to the former the full
implications of their problems and difficulties.

64T In short, control must be comprehensive, awnd, in particular,
administrative responsibility should not be divorced from operational
responsibility. = The outcome of a war is likely to be in proportion to
the observance of this lesson. Unity of Command enhances the prospect
of success: lack of it invites failure,

POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS BEFORE OQUTBREAK OF WAR.

Hendicap imposed on Air Striking Force.

684 Political circumstances at the outbreak of war prevented the
small air striking force that was availeble in Malayea being used in the
role for which it had been primarily treined - to hit the enemy convoy
at sea as far away and as often as possible. The consequence was that
the enemy was sble to establish himself firmly ashore in a neutral
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country before action could be taeken ageinst his convoyse

Operation Matador.

649 .The political factor also prevented the initiation of the
planned British advance into Siam, The consequences were far reach-
ing: those affecting the Air Forece were immediate. The eneiy was
able to establish his squadrons in strength- in Siam within easy
striking distance of our virtually defenceless aerodromes in northern
Malayae liamy of our aircraft were thus destroyed with little
accomplished, and our squadrons had to be evacuateds Thereafter they
were unable to give air support to the army in its battles in
northern and central lialaya.

650, In passing, it is legitimate to reflect that had the recon-
naissance into the Gulf of Siam on December 6th and 7th been greater
(parass 165-184) and had the object of the Japanese expedition been
disclosed thereby, it might well have had an influence on the decision
te initiate operation "Matador", or brought about its cancellation
earlier than was the case.

Japanese Action.

651 The Jepanese, on the other hand, chose the moment for attack
that ‘was most opportune for themselves. In doing so they discounted
all political considerations - as indeed they had done whenever it
suited them during their successive encroachments into the South-
Western Pacific. ;

Political Lesson.

6524 The lesson is that when the initiative lies In the hands
of the prospective enemy, as it did in the FPar BEast, it is highly
dangerous to depend upon a plan of defence which may be frustrated
by political considerationse

Underestimation of Japanese Strength.

653 There is reason to believe, from the experience of those

who underwent military interrogation as prisoncrs-of-war in Japanese
hands, that the enemy took deliberate steps in peace~time to mislead
her potential enemics into underestimating her fighting forces.

They themselves, on the other hand, were not deluded about our true
value: they were too well informed by a long-established organisation
of agents. '

65k« In short the enemy's true value was grossly underestimated.
He was considered to be a third-rate enemy when in actual fact he whs,
in the conditions of the time, at least a good second-rater. There is
reason to believe that he employed in lMalaya some of the best of his
TESOUIrCESs

WEAKNESS OF ALITED INTELLIGENCE.

Japanese Alr Forces.

655 The qualities of the Japanese Air Force came as & complete
surprise - in numbers, performance. and quality of equipment, training
and experience of its persomnel, and in its mobility. Its fighters
displayed unexpected all round qualitiessa  They and the Japanese
medium bombers had ranges of 1,500 to 1,600 miles which enabled them
to operate from Bases out of our rcach, Their normal operational
height was 20,000 = 24,000 feet where they were immune from many of
our A.A. gun defences, Japanese torpedo~bonmbers proved to be
unexpectedly effective,
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6564 It is difficult to assess the precise air strength the encmy
deployed against lalayae At the *time it was thought that he had 700
first line aircraft based in South Indo-~China, with adequate immediate
reserves, as agalnst our 158 obsolete and obsclescent typcs with
practlcally no Teservcs. :

Japancse Army and Naval Forces.

657 It is not for this paper to explain the extent to which these
were undercstimated sxcept to say that his army proved to be more .
effective than it was believed to be, and. that the Japanese abllltY-tD
strike so strongly and simultansously in several directions in the
Pacifiic had hot been anticipated.

Need for an Intelligence Corps.

658, It is perhaps opportune to suggest here that our mistakes
can only be attributed to the lack of an adequate Intelligence
organisation, In the Hast an Intelligence system of any real value
takes years to build up and requires considerable funds at its
disposal. That it should be a combined organisation to serve the
needs of all the Deflence Services goes without saying, It is
suggested that an Intelligence Corps will be essential in the future:
that only by this means can continuity of ~knowledge, experience and
contact be méintained: and that the appeintment of individuals, as
an incident of their service carecrs, can no longbr'be relied upon to
fulfil requirements,

WEAKNESS OF JOINT ARMY/ATR FORCE INTEREST,

Army/Air Force relationss

6594 There has been much exagzcrated talk about the poor
relations which existed between the Army and R.A.F. in Malayae

That therc was foundation for it in limited quarters is unfortunately
true during the time immediately before the arrival of the late :
Air Vice-Marshal Pulford and Lieut. Genhs AJE. Percival, ‘who 'quickly
took steps to put matters right, Unfortunately, honestly held
differences of opinion about defence matters between their predecessors
had led to weeknesses which had not been fully rectified by the. time
war cemes The two chief matters are hercunder (paras. 660 and 661).

Siting of Aerodromes in N. Malaya.

6604 Unfortunately, the selection of several aerodromes in Malaya
had been made with insufficient regard to the needs of their tactical
deflences  Until the middle of 1941, sites had been chosen without
sufficient consultation between the army and air force authorities
concerned, Sited as they were, in positions tactically difficult

to defend, they imposed an unnecessary strain on the army in the
ultimate events It is only fair to point out, however, that these
aerodromes were strategically necessary if the R,A.F. was to fulfil
its allotted role in the defence of Malay:.

Army/Air Supports

661 Organisation of, and training in, eir support for the Army
was in a primitive stage of development in both services. The
result was that when wer came, neither service was in a position to
co-operate adequately with the others There was, in particular, no
modern signals equipment; but, above all, there were not the numbers
of aircraf't to permit an effective scecle of support for the armye.
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Inscourity of Aerodromes,

6624 Our acrodromes, particularly in M. Malaya, were far from '
being securc air bases which could properly be occupied in the face
of a strong enemy, There were neither the fighter airecraft, nor
sufficient A, A, defences, nor an effective warning system to ensure
their defence against air attack., The enemy could, and didj dsstroy
our aircraft on the ground in N. Malaya almost at will, and our
aerodromes there were evacuated within a matter of dayse In these
circumstances, the best dispersal arrangements will not save the
situation. . ; e '

663 These same aerodromes were invalusble to the enemys He had
the necessary air forces to occupy them as they were captured and the
means of defending them from all forms of attack,

66l From this emerges the lesson that aerodromes are a liability

rather then an asset unless there are sufficient forces, both air and
ground, available for their defence.

| WEAKNESSHES IN ATR FORCE MATTHES.

Over-éenﬁrélisatioﬁ in AsHe Qo

6654 A HeQ. dealt directly with eight superior and collateral
authorities. The area it controlled sireiched from Durban to Hong
Kongs  The majority of units were located in Malaya, where there were
no intermediate bomber, coastal or maintenance groups to which to
decentralise. ;

6664 When.war came. in 1941, the formations in Burma and the Indian
M%n%mtmm%mﬁtowﬂ@r%mm&-Nwwmﬂwaﬂm@.ﬂﬂl
had to handle simultaneously air action in a land battle, in seaward
operations and in air defence, It had to administer direct the
operational units engaged in them as well as a large number of
administrative units, many of which were unexpectedly involved in mobile
operations for which they were not fully prepareds It had no inter-
vening bomber, coastal or administrative groups to which to decentralise.

667« Bven if the staff had contained an adequate number of
experienced staff officers, such a high degree of centralisation would
have been difficult to exercise efficientlys.  But most of the staff
were inexperienced,: although they were willing and many were able mens
The. load had consequently to be carried by a few able and experienced
officers whose numbers were quite inadequate to cope with the situation
both before war broke out and after.

668, These faults demonstrated the weskness of an over-centralised
organisation and a Command which lacks s sufficient percentage of
trained staff officers: a He Qe which suffers from either fault cannot
withstand the strain of war.

Allied Air Forces,

"669, ¢ The British air striking forcs availsble, in the Far Hast,

Was in numbers: far below that which the Chiefs of Staff considered
necesgsary tc ensure a reasonsble degree of security, even against the
calculated Japanese strength which, as already shown, was under=
estimateda- :

670 In quality, our aircraft wWere obsolescent or obsoletes.
Squadrons had not been modernised. Their signsls and navigational
aids were primitive or out of dates Radar warning was limited to.
the immediate vioinity of Singapore. . '
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6714 Several fighter squadrons had formed shortly beforé the war
broke out and were not adequately trained. = Others had reccently ro-
armed and were still unfamiliar with their aircrafts A high proportion
of fighter pilots had joined their squadrons straight from F,T.S's with=
out 0.T.Us training.

Reazerves.

6724 ‘Reserves of aircrews and aircraft were inadequate; even the
- first dasualties could not be fully replaceds Spare parts, for
engines, airframes, armament, and M.T, in particular, were equally
shorte Squadron strengths consequently became sbnormally low at the
outset and remained So.

. The need for adequate reserves in a theatre of war cannot
be over-emphasiseds

Change of Personnel.

" 673« - A sweeping change of personnel by posting and drafting
occurred during the summer and autumn of 1941s Those who were
relieved had been over-long in the Far East and it was time they
wents A high proportion of those who replaced them came straight
from training establishments without having had unit experiences
No criticism of those responsible is intended: it was assumed that
there would be time for them to settle down before war broke outs
When war unexpectedly came the Command contained = high percentage of
personnel who had much to learn zbout the application of what they
had been taught or about their new duties in strange surroundings,
Much credit is due to them for the manner in which they strove %o
play their parts It is unfortunate that unavoidable circumstances
had prevented the change being sPruad over a longer period by being
started socner,

]

Tnadequate Training.

67he Personnel were willing but the means for training them were
inadequates Many courses of instruction were improvised locally,

"_ during the summer and autumn preceding the war, to make good short=

comings in training of aircrews, administrative and other personnel
of all ranks, but they were too late to produce fully the results
required. :

E75s: - In particular there were weaknesses in'the training of
fighter sguadrons which had been based on the assumption that the
enemy was of poor qualitye

6764 The imperative necessity for personnel to be trained in
their duties before they have to face a trained enemy needs no
further emphasis, nor the vital importance of a correct appreciation
of the calibre of the enemy that has to be faced,.

Re Ad AVF, Unitsa

677« A word must be said about the Australian personnel in Malayas
They had left Australia in the belief that they would find in Malaya -
the key of the defence of the Far Bast on which Australia chiefly

relied - an effective organisation and a quality of forces at least
approaching those in England and North Africa about which they had heard
so much. They knew that Australia had made very large contributions

to the war in Europe trusting in the sirength of Singapore, and had
depleted her own strength accordingly, i »

678.  When early reverses indicated the possibility of events
occurring as in fact they did, their faith in the 2bility of Singapore
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to hold out was shaken, The conviction thereupon arose amongst some
of them that they were being thrown away in Malaya to the detriment
of Australia's safety and that they would be better placed to defend
Australia if they returned there,” Only a small number were

affected by events in this way; and of these the majority continued
to do thcar duty despite their dnx*btlﬁs and COHFlCthHS-

Morale and DlSClDlan.

679 As perhaps is inevitable when a force is unexpectedly
confronted by a very superior emcmy, therc was a loss of morale

and discipline by a section of the Command in' the early days of the
ware Lack of sufficicnt experienced officers undoubtedly contributed
towards loss of controls Trials had been severe, but nevertheless,
too many had becen affccted although they formed a minority. Arms
were few and many personnel were newly arrived and inexperiencede

6804 These shortcomings serve to enhance the credit of those who
maintained their morale and who carried out their duty so far as their
means allowed, and these comprised the great bulk of the forces

681« It is suggested that had all ranks been armed and trained to
use their arms effectively, and had they been taught that in the
ultimate event it was the duty of every one of them to defend his own
acrodrome as a fully reésponsible flghtlng man on the ground, as

opposed to an armed non~combatant, it is probable that many of those
who failed would have stood up better to the campaigne

lobili

6824 No unit was properly organised for mobile warfares  M.T.
was very scarce and there were no transport aircraft. Each move
involved appreciasble interruption in operations, caused loss of
valuable equipment and subsequent reduction of efficiency. The lack
of transport aircraft was particularly felt when squadrons had to be.
trensferred from Malaya to Sumatra, and thence, later, to Java: they
suffered considerable loss and disorganisation during the enforced
sea passage in the face of the enemy and without naval cover, the
provision of which was quite impossible at the times

685.' The lesson was demonstrated that ability to take part in -~
mobile operations, without loss of operatlonal efficiency, is .
dependent on correct organisation and provision of suitable transport.
A liberal scale of air transport is essential in those cases where
long distances, sea cro"°¢nbs or other natural obstacles are involved.

INCIDENTS DURING THE _CAMPAIGN,

Air Reconnaissance of approaching Japanese Gonvoy, 7th/Bth December.

68l1s Contact with the Japsnese expedition et sea was lost on
6th December and was not regained, except for a few ships sighted on
the afternoon of 7th December, Admittedly weather conditions were
bad in the Gulf of Siam during this vital period but nevertheless
only a small air reconnaissance effort was made for re-establishing
contacts Nos -8 (GR) Squadron at Kuantan continued in its initial
role of searching for a further possible expedition against Malaya,
admittedly a contingency but one that appears of less importance
considering the size .of the enemy convoys already ‘sighted and
considéring the view then held that the Japanese were not strong
enough to strike several simultancous blowse It is impossible to
resist the inference that recomnaissance dispositions were strongly
influenced by a conviction at the time that the Japanese expedition
was directed against Siams. . It is easy to be wise after the event,
but the recomnaissance effort which G.H, Q. directed into the Gulf
of Siam appears to have been small, bearing in mind its area and the
possible courses open to the Japancse,
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Initial Action at Kota Bahru,

6854 It is easy to criticise the station cormander ot Kota Bahru
for not having launched his aircraft to the attack on receipt of the
news, at 0030 hours on 8th Decomber 1941, that ships were lying of f
the coast. It is equally ecasy to criticise the A.0.C, for ordering
away only a reconnaissance to clear up the situation. — But-that both
were correct in doing as they did, in the circumstances which exlsted
at that particular moment, is beyond doubte War had not broken out:
Pearl Harbour had not been attacked and the U.S,A. was still neutral
there was grave risk that the Japancse might stage a bait in oxder to
induce us to strike the first blow and by doing so reinforce that
section of the .American public which was then strongly opposed to
Amcrica entering the war, a danger against which all in Malsya had
becn warned emphatically by G.H.Q.,  Admittedly L5 minutes were lost
before the first air action was taken, but it is merely academic to
conjecture what might have happened if it had been taken at once.

iain Japanese Landing at Singora not attacked.

686, It may fairly be asked why the initial Japanese landing at
Singora was not attacked on 8th December, as this was the best target.
for our air striking force, . The snswer is that it was not realised,
until too late, that it was in fact the enemy's main effort, although
Singora had long been recognised as the are¢a.in which a Japanese
expedition against Malaye was likely to be landeds The enenmy,
however, achieved e tactical surprise owing to the failure to meintain
contact with the main Japanese convoy Wwhich was not found again until
landings. at Singora were well under ways By the time that the situa-
tion had been fully realised all available aircraft had been committed
against the Kota Bahru attack. - Before the objective could be changed
our aerodromes in Northern Malaya were subjected to so heavy a scale
of air attack that they could not provide an effective force for an
attack against the Singora landing.

Attempt to Neutralise Eneny Alr Bases.

687, As soon as the Air Forces had been driven out of the aero-
dromes in Northern Malaye the army was subjected to heavy air attacke
Its A.A. protection was gquite inadequate and it had no fighter covers
Our own aircraft were therefore ¢mployed in the early stages of the
campaign against: eneny aerodromes in an effort to give immediate
relief to our troopse This was not successful: the enemy's reserves
were sufficient to replace at once the small casualties which our
attenuated squadrons could inflict and he had the means to repair
rapidly the damage to aérodrome -surfacess. . .

688, ° - The-lesson was .again learnt that little relief can be obtain-
ed by attacking the asrodromes of an eneny who has the means for replac-
ing or repairing demage, perticularly if such attacks are of little |
weights : ;

Reinforcements,

689, The reinforcements which the R.A.F. received arrived too
late %o save the situation, By the middle of January when the first
few came on the scene, the aerodromes which they had to use in Singe~
pore were already under constant and heavy bombings Those which came
later had to use acrodromes in Sumatra which were little more than
clearances in the jungle, for by this time, namely late January and
early February, the ecnemy was in possession of the whole of the main-
land of Malaya and three out of the four aerodromes on the Island of
Singapore were under observed artillery fires

690, Hurricane relnforcuuents arrived in batches at intervals
and had to be thrown into the battle against greatly superior numbers
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and at tactical disadvantages caused by the lack of cffective
warning or efficient /T control. The great majority of the
fighter pilots had never been in action before and some had been
at sea for as long as three months.

6914 About half the bomber reinforcements that werc despatched
reachbd Malayce They arrived in driblets of two and three aircraft
at a time - the result of circuiistances along & lengthy and
1nsufflcl cntly developed air reinforcotient routce They had to be
used piece-umeal, without their own ground crews, and not as complete
wmitse No time could be allowed for acclimatising and training
them in local conditionse Extremes of weather caused navigational
difficulties to which crews were strange; adequate ground and radio’
aids, to which many were accustomed, were lacking.

692, ., It is difficult to esteem too highly the spirit with
which the reinforcing crews faced their handicaps and threw themselves
into the fight against odds.

693 The very important lessons were demonstrated that rein-
forcements must, in order to be effective, arrive as complete urtits,
with aircraft, aircrews, specialised equipment, servicing crews and
sufficient stocks and reserves. They .are merely frittered rapidly
away if they arrive piece-meal, They must have adedquate bascs fron
which-to work and they gain much if they are given, time to obtain
experience of local conditions before being engaged in battle. In
short the more orderly and methodical their arrival and thelir prepara-
tion for battle the greater their chances of success = and Vice Versa.

‘POSTSCRIPT.

The Army in Malayae

6914 I wish to pay a tribute to the help which the R.A.F.
received from the army in Malaya. Despite its own acute needs and
great shortages it gave ungrudging help - in defence of aerodromes
at cost to its vulnchble points; in working parties and native
lebour to repair aerodromes at cost to the construction of military
defences; din weintaining signals communications and in many other
wayse In particular, thanks are due to Lieut. Gen. A.E. Percivel,
CeBey DeS.0s, 0uB.E., MsC. for all that he did, in conjuynction with
the late Air Vice-Marshal Pulford, during the months immediately
before war broke out, to re-establish good relations betwsen the two
services., Had the 1atter officer survived I know how strongly he
would have expressed these views,

The Royal Navy in Malayeoe

695 The R.A.F. owes much to the Royal Navy also. Nothing that
was requested was refused:if it was available; . frequently it was
given at costto itsclf - working parties for aerodrome repair, for
replacing stevedores and labour which had deserted the docks under
bombing: faeilities in the dockyard workshops and in many other
wayse = Thanks sre particularly due to the late Rear Admiral Spooner,
ReN., ‘Wwho lost his 1ife in attempting to escape with the late Air
Vice-Marshal Pulford and whom-the latter would wish to commend to
your notice for all that he and his subordinates did for the R.A.T.
in Malayoa

( /Civilians



Civilions in Melaysae

696, A tribute is also due to the civilians, men and women, who
put their all at the disposal of the R.A.F. 0f them there were many
- nurses, business men, clcrical staffs, tradesmen, welfare workers,
contributors of material and money, and others. Their assistance
and good-will were invaluable at a most difficult time., _To them,
the R, A.F. owes a-rcal debt of gratitudes .

The Dutch in the MBI .

6974 Section IV contains considerable critjcism of the Dutch in
the latter stages. It must, however, be remembered that the Dutch
pinned their faith to pollective Allied resistance in the Far East,
and that they lost the best part of their Air Force and much of their
Navy to the common cause before the Japanese reached Java at alls
When their hopes of successful resistance disappeared, and only a
token British force remasined to replace the forececs the Dutch
themeelves had sacrif'iced, their isolated position came home forcibly
to thems z :

698, Morcover, everything that the Dyutch community possessed was
in the N.E.I.: Towards the cnd it was obyious to them that the whole
of it including their families must inevitably fall into the hands of
the Japanege, . They had alrcady expcrienced incidents .of Japanese .
savagery in Borneo., = They were consecguently rcluctant to continue
guerilla resistance in Java in the circumstances in which they
finally found themselvess It was only then, when the British wanted
to go on fighting after the general capitulation in Java, that
differences arose,

699 Nevertheless I want to express my sincere tharks to the
Dutchs Their wish to help was unboundeds They fulfilled their
planned undertekings to the fulle -“Special recognition is due to
those of them who, as a result, lost théir lives in Malaya's defences
When arrangements had to be made to transfer the R.A.F. to the

N,E, L, their Army, Air FPorce and Civil Administration'placed .every=- . .
thing at our disposal. As a community the Dutch refused the British
nothing = labour, materials, moncy and help of every kind were 4
ungrudgingly given = frequently at considerable sacrifices The
devotion of their doctors and nurses to our sick and wounded wes
outstandings The Royal Air Force owes' & very deep debt of
gratitude to these peoplé. '

Recomendations,

7004 I have already reported to-the appropriate branch of the
Air Ministry the names of those whose serviceés were particularly
meritorious and whom I recommend for honours, awards and mention in
despatchess But I want to bring to your notice here the following
units and also to name a few individuals who rendered particularly
meritorious service but who, I regret to report; are no longer alive.

Air Vice-Marshal C.W. Pulford, CuB., O.B.E., A.F.C.

This officer, despite ill health, workéd unceasingly and
uncomplainingly to overcome the many difficulties with which he
was faced when preparing his Command for war and after hostilities
had broken out.e He never flinched from meeting an overwhelming
situation with very inadequate means. He refused to leave
Singapore himself until all his men had been evacuated. He
lost'his life in a last minute attempt to get away. His self-
less devotion to duty and his loyalty to eall those around  him,
both senior and junior, were an inspiration to everyone,
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R, AsF.. Station, Kallang,

The steadiness of the personnecl of this fighter station
under attack is worthy of special mention: particularly that

. of the ground crcws of Nos 488 (F) Squadron, menned by New

Zealand personnel, who remained to service the last fighters
which operated in Singapores.

Much credit is due to 'the inspiring example set by the late
Wing Commander R, A. .Chignell, staff officer to the late Group
Coptein E.B. Rice, the Pighter Defence Comnander of Singaporc.
Both these officers were outstanding in their sclfless and
spirited devotion to dutye They were primarily responsible for
the good morale which the small fighter force at Kellang
meintained throughout the campaign in the face of a numerous
and better=armed cnerpy,

No. 4 Photographic Reconnaissance Unit,

. This flight, flying unarmed and unarmoured Buffaloes,
unfailingly carried out numerous photographic flights deep into
enemy territory dominated by a very superior fighter force,

Its service throughout the Malaya campaign was particularly
meritorious.

Nos 232 (F) Squadrons

This unit, under the inspiring leadership of the late
Squadron Leader R.E.P. Brooker, D.S.0., D.F.C,, who volunteered
to take commend at a crucial period, was in constant action from
the time of its arrival in Singapore in mid-January 1942, until
fighting ceased in Javas It inflicted very severe casualties on
the enemy in the air, in landing craft and on the ground.
Finally it voluntecred to remain as the last fighter squadron in
Java knowing that captivity was inevitebles Its contribution
to the campaign was outstanding.  The greatest credit is due
to all ranks of a magnificent squadron, drewn as they were from
the ranks of several different fighter unitss

Mo Ve Ao B

At a critical time of the fighting in Southern Malaya a

- number of successful reconnaissances were carried out by this

unit to locate bodies of our troops who had been cut off by

the enemy and to locate the enemy's infiltrating forces. These
reconnaissances were performed in unarmed Moth aircraft
(originally the property of lMalaya's flying clubs) at tree top
height over a battle field dominated by Japanese Zero fighters.
Their value was great to the Army, then closely engaged with
the enemy. Pre~eminent in this work was the late Flight
Lieutenant Henry Dane, i,V.A.F., whose qualities as a leader
and a man were a byword amongst those who knew hin. His
example was largely responsible for the excellent work done
throughout by the M.V.A.F,

No. 8L (B) Sguadron.

This unit arrived as a reinforccment much strung out after
a long flight from the Middle East. Its crews set a fine
example by throwing themselves into the fight without hesitation
under many handicapss Particular credit is due to the
Commanding Officer, the late Wing Commander J.R. Jeudwine,
D.S5:0ey 04BsEs, D.F.Cs
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R. AP, Station, Seletar,

The personnel of this station showed steadiness under sustained

bombing: in.particular, Noe 151 M.U. maintained technical and
supply services which were vitsl to the whole Comiands The
excellent example set by the European units was followed by the
Special Technical Corps whose members agsin demonstrated the
relisbility under bombing of enlisted Asiatic personnel when
they are suitebly orgenised and leds

Personnel of the Par FRast Cormend,

701, It is perhaps inevitable when fighting forces are overtaken
by reverses on the scale of those which occurred in the Far East in
1941=2 that some of them should fall short of what is expected of
thema

7024 I amn glad to be able to rcport, however, that the very
great majority of all rdanks of the RiA.F., Reds A Fe and M.V, A.F.
fulfilled their respective duties to the utmost of their ability.

I am deeply indsbeted to them for the manner in which they did so

despite hardship, danger and great handicaps.

703, Those who landed in Java in unavoidsble disorganisation
were required to form into a fighting force within a fortnight in
a foreign lend and without the assistance of an already established
higher R.AF. Comnends Credit is due to those who in these trying
circumstences gave of their best, in particular the sqguadrons who

-~ had to face an enery well-organised and in overwheliing numbers,

704 Above all, I am indebted to those who were willing,
despite lack of arms, lack of trainihg and lack of most essentials
to fight in the hills in a forw of warfare sbout which they knew
nothing against an eneny whom they knew to be well equipped and
well trained, I find it difficult to express my gratitude for
their loyal response to the call made upon theme  That they were
uneble to put it to the proof was no fault of theirss Such
behaviour is particularly crediteble occurring as it did ih an
atmosphere of repeated reverses,

705, Finally I wish to express my appreciation for the great
fortitude of those who becaie prisoners-of-war in Japsnese hands.
There were meny who at great risk to themselves consistently
minimiscd the assistance they were forced to give to their captors.
Others refused to divulge information in spite of brutal treatment.
There were also those who constantly worked for the welfare of their
comrades, oftcn at considerable sacrifice to themselves. The
credit due to them for the services they rendersd during 3% years of
captivity, often in extreme circumstances, is very great indeed.

P.C. Maltby,

Air Vice-~iiarshal,
Late Alr Officer Commanding R.A.F. in Javas

Distribution:
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STATION SITUATION — MALAYA - 8TH DECEMBER, 1941,

AFPENDIX "A"

To Report on R,i.F. Operations
in Malaya and N.E. I, 1941 - 2,

LOCATION (2) PEACE SCALLE OF RUNVAYS STATE OF DEFENCES  BOMBS
ACCOMMODATION, LCCOMMODATION H Pens, :
(b)’ CONCENTRATION b) hebe (4yprox. weight)
SCALE OF (e) Trocps.
ACCOMMODAT IO
NORTH-WEST MALAYA
AIOR STAR (2) 1 B Squadren Hard 1400 yds. 1 Squadren a) Yes Fes
b) 4~ 3n
c) 1 Coy, Infantry 25C tons
(Bahawelpur)
BUTTERVORTH (a) 1 GR Squadron Hard 4 - 1600 Hutted. (a) Yes. Incomplete. g
yds. being 2 Squadrons. (b) None until 10.12.41.
extended to eccupied. 8 Bofors. 250 tens
2000 yds. (¢) Bahawalpur Inf. Btn.
2nd in hand. (Less 2 Coyas)
JABT (b) 1 B Squadron Hard 1400 yda. {1 gquadren only (a)n =
Graded but not just commenced. b) = e
surfaced. o -
KUAL: KETIL Satellite for Tarmac 1400 yds. | Guard Rocm; P.0O.L, (a) Nil. N
SUNGEL PATANT and bemb stores. b) Nil.
¢) 1 Coy. Bahawalpur Inf.
LUBOK KILP (a) 1 B Squadron Hard : Hutted - 2 Squadrons = (a% - i
1 - 41600 yds nearing completion; (b) Nil.
1 - 1200 yds,. partly cccupied. (e) mil.
partly graded.
MATAKOFF Satellita for 1600 yds. o bﬁildinga ccmpleted. | Nil Nil
LUBOK KILP Grading not
completc.
PENLNG Civil Adrfield Limited prass il Nil
airfield.
SUNGEIL BiHAP Satellite for 2000 yds. Nea buildings completed. |Nil Nil
BUTTERWORTH (1400 yds soled :
but not surfaced)
SUNGEL BATANT (a) 2 F Squadrons. Grass ! Hutted : 2 Squadrons. [(a) Not quite finished. =
1 = 41400 yds. Partly occupied. Eb T = 3.7
1 = 1200 yds. ] o) Btn.- HQ, and 1 Coye. 250 tons.
Indian State Troopse.
NORTH-EAST MATAYA
GONG KEDAH (b) 1 B Squadron | Hard : Hutted : 1 Squadron. (2) Yes: nearly 1004 oo
4 = 2000 yas. Ready and partly b% 2 = 3" (left 10.12.4,)
ocoupied. c¢) 1 Pltn. Mysore Inf, 25C tons.
KOT4 BAHRU (a) 1 B Squadron Grass : Hutted : 2 Squadrons. a) Yes: Nearly 100%. Yes.
1 - 1600 yds. Being extended. B di-= 3"
Being extended. c) 1 Btn. Inf (less 1 Coy)| 300/500 tons.
| /
MACHANG (b) 1 ¥ Squadron Hard : Hutted : 2 Squadrons (a) Just started. Yoz,
1 = 1600 yds. partly completed. %bg Nil.
1 = 1200 yds. c) 2 Coys Mysore Inf, 50 tons.
in hand.
BELST MALAYL
KUANTAN (b) 1 B Squadron Grass : Hutted : 2 Squadrons. |(a) In hand Yow
1 GR Squadron 1 = 415C0 yds. Complete. by =
1 = 1200 yds. ) 3 Coys. Hth Sikhs, 1C0 tons.

/Contdao ceaasene



Pﬂge'lllllllillz?')

] i
LOCLTION (2) PEACE SCALE OF RUNWLYS STATE OF DEFENCES | BOMES
LCCOMODATION, ACCCMMODATION ,) Pens. !
(b) CONCENTRATION b) A.he Guns. | (ipprox. weight)
SCLLE OF c) Troops. i
ACCOMMODLTION |
|
( CENTRAL MiLAYA .' |
IFPOH (b) 2 B Squadrons Grass plus tarmacd Hutted : 2 Squadrens {a) Nil.
4 = 1400 yds, Nesarly cempleted. (v) = NI
Partly cccupied. (¢) 1 Coy Irdian State
Troops.
I 1 .G, Flatoon.
SITIAVAN Civil Airfield | Grass | Guard Room cnly, | (a) Nil. o,
4 - 1000 yds. | (b) Nil. i
1 - 800 yds. (e¢) 1 Coy (less 41 Pltn.)
[ Indian State Troops.
TATIPING Satellite for IFOH | Grass plus Requisitioned cottages. (2) Yes
[ tarmac) ‘ Hutments in hand. ! ?b) Nil. L
| 1 = 4L00 yds. | { (e) 4 Coy end 1 MG Plin.
| | : | Indian 3tate Troops.
]
) SOUTH MALAY/. :
BATU FLHAT Civil adrfield. CGraas : P.0.L., Steres only. (2) Nil. | e
Satellite for KLUiNG. 1 - 1400 yds. (b) - -'
i [ (¢) 4 Pltn. AIF. Infantry. | 50 tens
|
i - =
PEKOK (LLBIS) (2) 1 Saqwmaron 2000 yiis ) | Nil | Nil Nil.
1400 yils ) , _
surveyed only. |
! % :
KUALA LUMPUR Civil .irfield Grass : | Completed. | () Wil ez,
1315 yis. | Ocoupied ny 153 M.U, | (b) =
| | () 1 Coy Indian Htate 50 tons.
} | Troops. 1 MG, Plin.
|
KLUANG (a) 2 F Squadrons Grass | Hutted : 2 Squadrons. | (#) In hand. Fox
| 1 F Squadron 1 = 42D0 yds. | Nearing ccmpletion. () -
' (Tuteh) 1 = 4600 yds. | Mostly ccroupied, (c) 1 Btn.(less 1 Coy and 50 tens.
Hard rmay | 1 Fltn.) and Johere
commenced, | Military Ferees Detsnils.
T i i
KAHANG (b) 1 &R Squadroen Gragss L | Hutted : 2 Squadrens. a) In hand, Yoo
! 1 =R yds. | In hani. ‘ ) =
| 1 = 1300 wyds, | c) 4 Coys L.I1.F. and 50 tonse
{ | Johore Military
' I : Forces Details.
| | .
! |
FORT SWETTENHAM & Civil sdirfield, Grass (tamae Nil | (a) mil, Ye=
' in cengra). , Eb) Nil.
| 1 =4000 yds, | ()1 Coy and 1 MG, Plin. 10 tons
| | Indian State Troops.
i .
TEBERAU Hard : 1 Squadren enly. | (2) In hand.
1 = 120C yds. 2nd Squadron in hand. | (v) Nil, Nie
1 = 2000 vds, [ {e) AI.F. Infantry in
in hl.n-:'i. vicinity.
. | |
i SINGATORE ISLAND :
KALLANG (2) 1 B squadron Complete (Civil 2 Squadrons. | ga) Yes, Yo \'
sirfield). Grass : | (b) Nil. Under cover ef A.L. 3
1400 yds. | defences Singapore Town.i10 tons (plus
| (e) 1 Coy. Jind. Inf. ammmition).
1 II
SELETAR | (a) 2 TB Squadrons Complete. Grass. |3 Squadrons and M.U. (a) Yosa ¥eu
| 1 FB Squadren 1400 yds, Dispersed hutted (b) 8 Bofors. Within defecnded
accemmodation partly zone of Naval Base A.A. 1 50C tens.
completed. COVErs |
(¢) 1 Btn.(less 1 Cey)
Kapurtals Inf,
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LOCATION (a) PEACE SCILE OF RUNVL:YS STATE OF DEFENCES | BOMES
ACCOMMODATION, A4CCOMMODATION a) Pense |
(b) CONCENTRATION b; Aok, Cuns, (ipprox. weight)
SCALE OF c) Troopse.
ACCOMMCD..TION
|
SEMBLWANG | (2) 2 B Squadrons Grass : 1380 yds.| 2 Squadrons. (a% Yes. You
| Conatruction of F. L L. adjacent. (b) Nil. Within defended
2 hard runways zone of Nav.l Base 10CC tons.
deferred. A.h. cover.
(c¢) 1 Coys Kapurtala Inf,
TENGAH (a) 3 B 3quadrons Grass L.G. 2 Squadrens (2) Partly finished. ¥eu,
2 CR Squadrcns 1 = 1400 yds. (b) Nile Under extended
(for Bornee) concrete runway. Aoh. cover of Island 750 tons.
defences.
(c) 1 Btn, Jind. Infantry.
NOTE : 1. Leredrome Operational Equipment - seriocus shertages existed at Stations in North and Central Malaya,
cther than Ller Star and Keta Bahru, despite local mamfacture and purchasa.
24 sdequate stocks of P.0.L. were in pesition at the Stations where required.
RADLR UNITS -~ FAR EAST COMMAND = G8th DECEMBER, 1941.
| 2
LOCATION UNIT NO. | TYPE [ DEGREE OF COMPLETION
ON 8TH DECEMBIR, 1944
(1) (2) (3) (%)
MALAYA EAST COALST
KOTA BLHRU C.0.Ls ; ot technically complete.
KOTA BAHRU TR, U, Seme construction dones
KUANTAN Under construction.
ENDAU Under construction.
MERSTNG 2L3 M.R.U. Operational,
BUKIT CHUNANG 511 0.04Li, Operational
AYER BESLR T.R.U. Under construeticn.
MALAYA ; WEST COAST
PEN/NG Three stations. One partly complete.
BATU PAHAT C.0.L, Partly ccmpleted.
TANJONG KUPANG 52 C.0,L, Operational
MALAYZ : JOHORE
KOT4 TINCGI "8 CuOolia Operational late December, 1944,
BUKIT DINDING | Crews cn site. lot quite complete,) Did net functien.
! Over-run by enemy.
1
SUNGEI KLHANG F Werk nearing cempleticn.
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LOCATICH
(1)

UNIT NC.

(2)

DEGREE OF COMPLETION
ON 8TH ]g:wmﬁm;] oL
k)

FPhffCesnnsnsnnsns S

SINGAFORE ISLLND

SELFTLR

Re I 0l

Cparaticnal

TUAS 243 T.R. UL Operaticonal 45.1 .42,
TANAH MERAH BESLR 250 «RalJy Operational

SERLNCOOW

Operational Dece 1944,

CHLNGT JULIL

LD/CIL

Operational Dec. 1944,

JATL & WEST

BATAVIL (BAST)

T‘}%.‘L‘.

Operational Feb. 1942.

BATAVIL (WEST)

T.R.U.

Operaticnal Feb, 1942,

ANGELOR

Army G.L.,

Operational Feb. 1942,

LEBUAN

Operational Feb. 1942,

TLNARL

Operntional Febas 1942,

JiVi ¢ RAST

MCDONG

Operationil 22.2.42.

PARMAKASSEN

Operational 2L.2.42,

SITOEBONDO

Operatiencl 2h.2.42.




APPENDIX "B

To Report on R.A.F, Operations
in Melaya and N.E.I. 1941 - 2

SENIOR STAFF OFFICERS —~ AIR HEADQUARTERS, FAR EAST - 8th DECEMBER, 1944

Air Officer Commanding

Air Vice Marshal C.W.H. PULFORD, CB.,0BE.,AFC.

Senior,ﬁigistaff Officer

Air Commodore B.J. SILLY, MC.,DFC.

Operations

Intelligence

Training

Plans
Services

Signals
Armament
Navigation
Radio
Chemical
Warfare

..

e e

G/Capt. A.G. BISHOP, OBE.,AFC.

W/car.
W/Cdr,
W/cdr.

W/Car,

W/Cdr,
7/Cdr.
/Cdr.
W/Cdr.

W/Cdr.

D.S.E. VINES, OBE.
S.J. MARCHBANK.
W.R. WILLS-SANDFORD.

F.G. FROW,

T.F. MOLONEY.
R.A.R. RAE.
W.P. WELCH.
N. CAVE.,

F,E. LE FEVRE, MC.

Ajr Officer i)c Administration

Air Commodore C.0.F. MODIN, CBE.,DSC.

Organisation
Personnel

LAccounts

Engineering

Medical

Equipment

Works
C.A. & FIA'

Air Liaison,
N.E.T.

-
.

e

.

W/cdr. G.F, WHISTONDALE.
S/Ldr. W.H. FRANKLIN,

G/Capte C.G. MURRAY, CBE,
W/Cdr. S.C. GEORGE,

W/Cdr. E.B. STEEIMAN.
G/Capte. D.G. BODDIE.
W/Cdr. C.W. COFFEY.
W/Cdr. C.. CROWLEY,

G/Capt. H.E. TANSLEY, MC.
W/Cdr. E.H. WALKER. '

G/Capt. A.E.G. COLLINS, MC.

G/Capte W.J.W. BANGS.

W/cdr, W.H. FARROW, DFC,



- APPENDIX "“C"
To Report on R.A.F, Operations )
in Malaya and N.E.I. 1941 = 2,

R.A,F. ORDER OF BATTLE IN MALAYA

22nd NOVEMBER, 1941,

ATR HEADQUARTERS, SINGAPORE.

A , OPERATIONAL UNITS.

SINGAPORE ISLAND

1s  SELETAR Station Commander ~ Group Captain H.M.K. BROWN.

(a) No. 36 (TB) Squedron = Commander = W/Cdr. R.N. McKERN,
12 Vildebeestes,

(b) Nos 100 (TB) Squadron - Commander - W/Cdre A.W.Ds MILLER.
15 Vildebeestes.

(e) No, 205 (GR) Squadron - Commander = W/Cdr, L.W. BURGESS.
3 Catalinas,

(&) P.R. Flight - Commander - S/Ldr. C.G.R. LEVIS.
2 Buffaloes,

2e  SEMBAWANG Station Commander - Group Captain J.P.J. McCAULEY (RAAF)

(2) No, 8 (GR) Squadron, RAAF - Commander = W/Cdr. F.N. VRIGHT.
8 Hudson II.

(b) Noa 21 (F) Squadron, RAAF - Commander = S/Ldr. W.F. ALSHORN.
10 Buffaloes,

(e) No. 453 (F) Squadron, - Commander = S/Ldr. W.J. HARPER,
12 Buffaloes,

3« TENGAH Station Commander = Group Captain F.E. WATTS.

(a) No. 34 (B) Squadron = Commsnder = W/Cdre G.P. LONGFIELD,
17 Blenheim IV,

(b) Nos 4 AuisiC.U. = Commander - S/Ldre N.W. WRIGHT.
5 Sharks,
; 5 Bwordfish,
2 Blenheim I,
Le EKALLANG Station Commander - Wing Commander R.BE. CHIGNELL,

(a) No. 243 (F) Squadron = Commander - W/Cdre G.B.M. BELL.
12 Buffaloes,

(b) No. 488 (F) Squadron = Commander - S/Ldr., W.G. CLOUSTON.
9 Buffaloes,

MAINLAND OF MALAYA

5« KOTA BAHRU Station Commander - Wing Commander C.H. NOBIE.

Nos 1 (GR) Squadron, RALF - Commander - ¥/Odr, R.H. DLVIS.
7 Hudson II,
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6. KULNTAN Station Commander = V ing Commender R.B. COUNCELL,
Nos 60 (B) Squadron - Commender = W/Cdr. R.L. VIVIAN,
(From Rangoon for training at irmament Practice Camp)

7 Blenheim I,
e ALOR STAR  Station Commender = Wing Commander R.G. FORBES.
No. 62 (B) Squadron - Commander - W/Cdr. J. DUNGAN.
10 Blenheim I.

8. SUNGEI PATANI  Station Commander = Squadron Leader F.R.C. FOWLE.

No. 27 (NF) Squadron - Commander - S/Ldr. F.R.C. FOWLE,
10 Blenheim I.

9« BUTTERWORTH =~ ‘Care and Maintenance.

i/e - PFlight Lieutenant R.D.I. SCOTT.

10 KLUANG Station Commander ~ Wing Commsnder W.R. WILLS-S/NDFORD,
Improvised 0.T,U.

NOTES :

2 hircraft shown are those servicemble as at 22nd November, 1941,

bs & further 40 Buffaloes were repairable within 14 days.

C. For other Squadrons, there was an average of 2 or 3 aircraft

per Squadron repairable within 14 days.

B+ MAINTENANCE UNITS.

114 Noe 151 M,U., SELETAR Group Captain C.T. VALKINGTON

124 No. 152 M.U. BUKIT PANJANG, Squadron Leader S.G. AYLWIN.

SINGLPCRE.
13. No. 153 M.U. KUALA LUMPUR Group Captain M.W.C. RIDGWAY
14s Nos. 81 R.&.S.U. KLUANG Wing Commander H. STANTCN.

15 “Z" M.U. BATAK QULRRY, Flight Lieutenant J.H. COCKS.

SINGAPORE.

16+ R.I.M.U, SELETAR,. Squadron Leader TsCy Qim

C._ MISCELLANEOUS UNITS

17+ Radar Units (Four operational) Wing Commander N. CAVE.
184 R.N.Z.A.F. Lerodrome I

Construction Unit, Squadron Leader SMART,
19¢ Transit Gémp, Singapores Squadron Leasder 0.G. GREGSON.
204 S.S. "Tung Song" Pilot Officer G.T. BROADHURST,
21s 5.8, "Shenking" Pilot Officer C.E. JLCKSON,.

AT
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APPENDIX "D

To Report on R.liels Oncrations'
in Malava and N,E.I, 1941/L2

REFORT BY /IR VICE-MARSHAL P.C. MATTBY 0N 'THE CIoCUNMST ANCES
WHICH LED TO HIS SUCCEEDING ATR VICE-luiRSILL C,W. PULFORD
v AS A.0.C. FLE EAST: COMEIAND : '

I lendod in Singapore on 4th January 1942 as Chief of Staff des-
ignate to the Ce.=-in-Ce Far Bast in succession to linje ‘Gen, Playfeire On - .
7th January Gen. Sir Archibald Wavell arrived and formed Abdacom. I was then
appointed Deputy Intendant-Generals I did not teke up this appointnent for
the following reasons. . : A :

2. On 4th January the Ce-in=Cs, Gen, Sir Henry Pownall, expressed to ne
his concern sbout the gencral air situation. He told me %o investigate and
meke recommendationss ; - .

%« A rapid survey nade it avparent that:-

(2) The 440.Ce, i.Velis Pulford, was o very tired man, He
appeared to be handling his Squadrons ably, but he was
overwhelmed personally with worke e

(b) The work of his HeQs was very highly centralised indecd
- as explained in the body of uy report (paras.101-106).

be = Unfortunately Alr Vice-llarshal Pulford had centralised still
Purther in his own person, Firstly, his S./eS.0., Alr Comnodore 5illy, was
installed in the Operations Room where he was in charge of one of three
watches; two other Staff Officers, appointed as Deputy SelsS5,0's, were in
charge of the othcr two. This arrangement had been foroed upon the Ay04Ce
by the variety, imporbance and specd of the land, sea and fighter opera-
tions which had %0 be wntched continually: the more junior officers of
his staff had neither the training nor the experience necessary for the
purpose. The consequence was that conbinuity of Air Staff policy and co=
ordination of Air Staff work with Adninistretion had largely pessed out of
the hands of the SiAe5.0. The 4e0.C, wos attempting to handle both hin-
self and, in particulsr, to direct the Senior Officers of Air Staff Services.
Seceopdly, he had acquired the prratice of dealing direct with the Senior
Officers of several Adiinistrative Branches, in particular CeTs04 5 SePeSa00
and Chief Engineer, insteecd of doing so tarough his AeOehs 3 Air Commodore
iodine

5. The staff itself had insufficient suitable officers to meet its
needs,, The burden was being carried by & few cipable individuals, in
particular, by the 4,0,0, hinself, s E

6e The canpaign had not gone well; morele was not what. it might have
been, and I found, after a hasty visit to several Stations on the Island,
that much at the: needed the personal atiention of the AsO0.Cei this hgﬂ
been lacking because of his pre-occupation at HeQe

7. 1% appearcd essentisl to reforn the Air Staff, replace several
officers in the Corbined Operations Roon and devote more personal attention
to Stations. Unfortunately, suitable roplacenents were not irmediately
availablcs An interim solution had to be found until the arrival of ro-
inforoenents would pnlace then at our disposals

8, It rust be reneubered that at that time - early January = We
were confidently looking forward to an carly stabilisetion of the land-
battle somewhere in Central Malaya and , with the arrival of Army and Air
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reinforcerients known to be en route, to a protracted and sucvessful defence
of Southern Malaye and Singapore, It appeared reasonable to expect that

we should be in a position, in the near future, to replace key individuals
and to carry out the necessary re-organisation of the Staff,

9. It was evident both to A.V,M. Pulford and to myself that the
Ae04C's work had become, snd would renain, too much for one man: the
appointment of a Deputy AeO.C. had becone an inperative needs

A40s My first inclination was to teke over froa hin ‘begause of
his exhaustion and to carry on single~handed until assistance should
arrive. This,however, did not appcar to us to be a correct solution
because: -

(a) Pulford was handling the then operational cituation ioll,

(b) ‘Mo men on a 2-man job verc bottor than ong, and this could be
achicved if o could run in double harneoz,

(¢) I wes duc to toke up the post ot Abdocan to which I had beon appointed,

11, The Pell0s nedically oxamined feVelM,. Pulford and renorted that -
he would be fit to carry on for some tine after a corplete rest of L8
hours in nedical hands. This he was givens

12, I was the senior and would normally heve taken cormand and
relegated Pulford to the position of Assistant Ae0.C, This would have
entailed nmy dirvecting operational work, the prinary duty of the £a0,0, o
which Pulford was then doing satisfactorily. His ‘ain need wag relicf
in respect of his other duties and it was in tnis capacity, as his
assistant, that I could best help the situation, Iloreover, I was con-
fident, and still am, that Pulford would not have stood up to being
reduced to a subordinate position after having been fie0sCe himself,

He would have felt that everyone would take it ason indication of his
failure; and he would have broken ups The only hope of running
successfully in double harness was for ne o subordinate rwyeelf to hin
as his assistante

43, It wasthe only chence I could sce at the time of achieving
our main object, namely of successfully carrying on until the errival of
. reinforcements ylaced us in a position to re-orgenises Personal conside
erations on both our parts had to go by the boards

1ke Pulford willingly accepted this arrangenente I suggested it
to Gen. Pownall who agrecd., after obtaining Air Ministry approval, I
1eft Gen, Wavell's 1,Q., when it moved to Java on 11th Januery, end re=-
nained in Singapore to become tenporarily Pulford's Assistant 4,0.Cs on
12th January. In having done so, L accept, as the ceonior of the two,
ultinate responsibility for everything that haopened afterwards in the
Far Bast Cormand as I told Pulford at the time I would dos ?

15, Although Pulford benefited by his rest, it soon becamne
evident that he would not last long., He continued %o overload hinself:
in particular to deal direct with several Administrative Staff Officers.
I bleme myself for not having realised how set he wne in this practice,
and why., I have reason to think now that it was the result of his
having acquired the hebit during a hiatus which occurred after the
departure of the late AJ0.h. Touords The end of oy 1941, and ho -
arrdvel of the new onc on Juno 10th 1941, g



16, Within a few days of nmy trensfor to Pulfordls Staff, nanely by
22nd January, all hopes of protracted rosistance in Centrel lialeya had
passed- and with them our hopes of using the cxpected reliefs in the wey
we h§d originally intended, A repid transfer of squadrons and adrinise—
trative units to the N,E,Is was then forced upon use Preliminary arrange=
ments werc alrcady in hand: senior officers who were beginning to arrive
werc, by this tine, needed in the N.E.I,

There.now reneined no gquestion of ny taking up ny eppointment
with Abdacon although three enquirics werce reoeived on the subject = a
signal about 24th Jenuary, snother sigmal on 30th Jenuary and a pefsénal
inquiry about 3ré February from General Pownall, all indicating that 1
should return to Abdacom when I could be spared from Singaporce, It had
becone obvious that I nust teke over from Pulford in the near future and
this was settled with Air Chicf Marshal Peirse when he visited Singapore
about 3rd February.

17«  During the last days of January, three new Air Cormodores
arrived, One was rctained as S.4.5,0. and the other two were sent to
Palcubang to expend the Bomber Group already there, and to form a new
Fighter Groupe At-the same time Lir Comnodore Silly was sent, on 30th
Janvary, to rcconnoitre Southern Bunatra for a suitable site for a rear
Air H,Q, and to ngke preliminary arrangcments for it, It subsequently
transpired that he was unzble to find a suitable one, but unfortunately
he did not kecp us informed in Singapore and touch with him was lost.
licanwhile nlons were put in hand carly in February for the transfer
in expectation of hecordng froam Silly,

18+ Gencral Wavell visited Singapore on 30th January and epproved
the withdrawal - Sunatra of a2ll fighters except for a token force of 8
Hurricanes and the remaining Buffalocse -He -also approved the transfor of
A.HeQs to theleE.Is, a liaison steff under a Wing Cormander to remain in
Singapore with HoQli,Ce

19¢ On 5th February no word having been received from Air Commodore
Silly, a signal wes sent to Abdair sayins that we were on the point of
transferring our HeQs to Batavia, and that Pulford and Seld.3,0. would
shortly be proc.eding by cir to Palenbang to grasp the situation there,
and then fly on to Batavie, leaving sufficient staff for liaison in
Sinpgaporcs Incidentally, I was to supervise the further evacuation and
then follow the 4e0,C, to NelisI,

20, ‘This signal crossed.omc fron Lbdeir saying "is socon as con=-
venient Pulford is to rcport to Lbdair hending over commaand West Group
temporarily to Maltby", Pulford was then on the oint of complying,
sgrecing with me that the convenient monent for handing over*would
arrive when we had completed the transfer of A.H.Qs to Bathvia, which we
Expccted to do in the irmediate future, and when I had finished the
further evacuation and had followcd him to the Neli.1ls :

21, Then came an exchonge of signals with Abdair on the same day
which completely changed the situations

22, To the signal mentioncd in poraeld, we received a reply from
Abdair gquerying the wisdom of moving our HeQ. fron S;ngajore and inglca—
ting Abdair's inclination to leave it aloncside the surmy Cormander in
Singapore, but asking for our further yicws.

23, We then signalled our further views which were to the effect
that,
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(a) Pighters in Singapore had been rcduced %o & token force.
(b) All our bombers end the rest of our fighters were in Sunatras

(c) Sumatra seemed to be in danger of being jumped by the
Ja?anese (here we guoted Abdacon's warnings on the subject)
ghloh would involve a further move back of our squadrons to

aveale

Therefore, we went on, the velue of A.H,Q¢ in assisting in the defence of
Singapore would be small; whercas if it wes moved to Batavia it could
organise the striking force and get it into operation againa

_ 24, To this signal a personal reply was rcceived on 6th February
from Air Chief Marshal Peirse which ran thus:= "I do not teke so gloomy
5 view of possibilities, But should attack on Sunatra develop your
forces rust be used in most energetic way to rcpel ite Pleose impress
on everybody that we intend to stop the eneny," This reply was repeated
to our Groups in Sumatre.

25, This last signal had a profound effect onm ..V.i, pulford, I now
belicve, although I did not realise it at the time, that he took it as
a personal and public rebuke, adrinistered for sugpesting that he and
his HeQe should abandon Army HeQe in Singapore, and for suggesting that
his squadrons would have to withdraw fron Southern Sumetre because of
the risk of their being "jumpcd" theres I an sure that it was not
intended, but I have little doubt that it wes thug that Pulford took ite
At any rate, thereafter nothing would rove him fron his determination
to renain in Singapore until the cnde This deternination was, in ny
opinion, supported by his personal fricndship for General Percival and
by his carly training ss a naval officar in that he believed he ought
to be the last to leave the "sinking ship's ;

26, On 6th February, Abdair was inforned by us that "Squadrons in
Sumetra will of course act in most energetic way to repel attack, Have -
cancelled riove of this HeQ,, or what is left of it (with references to
exchange of signals on the subjoct). L instructing Silly e.e toO
procecd to Batavia to take charge there and sort out situation created by
arrivel of reinforcerents and of units trangferred there fron here
(Singapore)"s

27, But, on 8th February, thc eneny attacked Singepore and
succeeded in obtaining a foothhld on the N,W, side of the islands 4
protracted sicge was now out of the question, and 1t becare imperative
for the A.0,C, and a nucleus staff to go by air to Palembang and to take
cherge in the N.E.I. 3

58, The SebeS.0, (Air Commdore Staton) left carly on 10th February,
under the 4.0,C's orders, expcoting Pulford to follow by another
aeroplane which was erranged for him at middeye I intended o reimin
uyself to complete the transfer and then to follow to Sumatra and take .
over, Pulford, however, declined to gOs

29, Thot same worning, 10th Februory, General Vavell naid another
visit to Singapore, He expressed 0OROCIN that I had not yet taken ovir,
I explained our interpretation of the latituce that had been given us
in the signel on the subjcct (paras20)s EHe acoepted it but ciphasised
the importance of ny taking dontrol in the N.E.Il. as scon es possibles
Consequently, being uneble to persuade Pulford to leave in the seroplane
arrenged for hin, I went mysclf in it to Palembang (at midday 10th
February) end assumcd conmand as 4,0,C, W gtgroup there on 11%th T'ebruarye
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30, General Wavell,on the same visit, ordcred the evacuation of the
rerainder of the R./.l's in Singapore, 4ir Commodorc liodin, the fLeCsde,
tried to persuade Pulford to leave this to hin - without success. By
12th February, the majority had been crbarked, end Pulford ordercd awey
rnost of his rereinin: staff, including the 4A.Os.As 2nd Group Captain Riccs

31, On 13th February he left hinsclf, at the instigation of General
Percival, the G.0,C. llalays Comiand, in coupany with llear Admirel Spooncr,
Rq .tli.. }.1&19-}’&- )

32, When they sailed they were unawarc that the Japancse fleet had
interposcd itsclf between Singsoorc and their destination in Sunatra =
the Palerbang river, They risked travelling by day in the interests of an
injured officer, They werc detected and attacked by seaplancs, Their
boat wes strandcd snd lost on one of the islands of the Seven Brethren
Group sbout 100 miles north of Banka Island, Therc the whole party =
sore 4O in nurber - lived as best they could, the fisheriien inhabitants
having deserted the islends It was na srial, unhealthy and containcd
1ittle foods The party hed few stores, practically no nedical stocks
and no doctor. After evading cepturc for two rionths, the survivors con-
tacted the Japsncse and surrendercds By that time, 18 had died, includ=
ing AJVyM. Pulford end Rear Adidiral Spooncr; the rcmainder werc in a
very bad waye

33, The above nerrative is not intendcd to be ecritical of frg Velis
Pulford: very nuch the reverse, Lo nan could have striven more wholc=
heartedly to carry a burden which was far beyond one man's capacitys
A1l his dceisions were recched with complote disregard for hig personal
interest, welfare or safely, and entircly in the interests of what he
felt to be his duty according to the situation and to his instructions.

3k, I sometimes feel, in the light of after events, that it might
have been better if I had taken over command from him in the first ine
stance = on 12th Jenuarye. But on reflection T an certain that it was
correot to decide upon the unmusual course of subordinating nyself to hin
as his assistsnte The situation was acute: the overload at the A,0,C's
lovel was far imore then one man could hendle: the staff nceded drastic
reorganisation, which was not nracticoble at the noment but which
apparently would be possible shortly when suitable replacenents, already
on the way, had arrivid. Had I attemptcd the tesk single~hended I an
sure that I would nct have achieved as iuch as we did together: in
particuler when, shortly afterwards, the situation deteriorated rapidly
and forced on us a corplete reorganization of the Cormand and its rapid
sithdrawsl to the NeBele over and above what we already had on hande

35, It is unfortum=te that our arrangerent to tronsfer our HeQs
to the NeE.I, early in February on the hocls of our squadrons was
altered and that our HeQe was retained in Singapores In the latter
place its ability fo help its squadrons wos very limited indecds In the
N.EeI, its ability to do so would have beon areater and, in consequonce,
its squadrons right have been bettor cble to assist Singepore during its
last days end to deal with the Jepancse attack on Sumatros

36, Furtherrorc, if our HeQs had been catablished in good tinme in
the NeBeI,s, instcad of being transferrcd in e scramble later when
things werc getting out of hand, it would have been petter placed to
alleviate the difficunltics of rcosganisation in Jave and of evacuating
Prop1 Java those officers and airmen who werc surplus to requirciicnise

37, There were undoubtedly weipghty reasons for our HeQs having to
be retained in Singapore so long, but the disadventages to the Cormaand
as a whole in the N,E.I. were considerablc,
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38, 8o far as Pulford was personally concerned at the end I bloue
nysclf entirely, I ought to have rcaliscd, on 6th February, the effcct
upon him of the exchange of signals with Abdairs But I did not, My
preoccupation with very urgent matters outeslde LeHeQe itself is no
excusee L ought to have resliscd it, to have taken commend then and
there, and to have taken effcotive nicasvres to relicve hin of his
responsibilitics s0 that he eould £o0.



APFENDIX "g"
To Report on R.A.F. Operations
in Malays and N.E.I. 1941 - 2.

SC ION OF J SE CEUTE ATTACK ON P.1.

AERODROME, AT PATEMBANG ON 4LTH FEBRUARY , 1942,

(Sketch Map of P.1, Aerodrome attached)

1e The following defences were at the asrodrome:-
(a) One heavy A A. battery - 8 x 3.7 guns.
(b) Ome light A.A. battery - 6 Bofors. -

(¢) Dutch ground defence troops consisting of about 150 native
. soldiers and 2 armoured cars.

(d) Some 60 personnel of the R,A.F, ground defence forces
belonging to Nos., 258 and 605 (F) Squadrons.

2 The Dutch native ground defence troops were not steady. When
the alr raid alarm sounded in Palembang town, it was their practice to

disperse. This practice was brought to the notice of the Dutch local
commander but it was too late to train them in other methods. .

3.. Ammunition for both heavy and light A.A. defences was limited.

re At about 0900 hours on the 14th February, after all
f@era.tionally serviceable Hurricanes had taken off %o escort a bomber
force operating over the Banka Straits, two formations of Japanese -
transport aircraft were seen approaching the acrodrome. They were '
preceded by a formation of bombers and the whole was escorted by a large
number of fighters, A light bombing attack, followed by 2 maching-gun
attack by the fighters, was carried out againast the serodrome defences.
Then paratroops were dropped 400 - 800 yards south and west of the
aerodrome in two groups of about 150 - 200 each, Simultaneously a
third group of about 300 wasg dropped over the oil refinery area at
Pladjoe a few miles away.

He The paratroops cut the road south and west of the aerodrome
and advanced to attack the 4k x 3.7 guns located on the western side of
the aerodrome, using small arms and hand grenades, Wing Commander
Maguire, who was on the aerodrome, immediately collected 20 R.A.F.
troops to counter this actions All A.A, guns, both heavy and light,
were in action against paratroops on the ground: the heavies using

a gpecial fuze for this purpose, Shortly afterwards, both batteries
were ordered to evacuate the aerodrome area and this was effected with
the ground defences covering their movement, Some of the Bofors guns
were destroyed on the sites Ving Commander Maguire then organised the
evacuation of the wounded and unarmed persomnel.

6, The smole defence now left on the serodrome was the R.A.F,
ground defence party (60) end a handful of native troops all of whom
operated under the commend of Wing Commander Maguire - a total of about
70 211 told.

Te An attempt was made to divert returning aircraft to P.II,
with partial success only., Squadron Leader Brooker, D.F.C., Commander
No. 232 (F) Squadron, who landed with a few others, was ordered to refuel
and despatoh all serviceable aircraft to P.II, about 40 miles away.

All pilots and surplus aircrews were also evacuated when it was

apparent that no further aircraft were going to land at the aerodrome.
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8. Although many paratroops had been killed, one party remsined
on the aerodrome perimeter held up by the defence orgenised by Wing
Commander Maguire in the Control Tower area, The remainder, by noon,
had consolidated and were holding the road sbout £ of a mile south of
the aerodrome and Jjust north of a road block made of Dutch and R.A.F.
overturned lorries, ambushed on their way from the aerodrome to
Palembang Town.

9 About 50 R.A.F. personnel, the total for whom arms were
available, had been despatched about 1100 hours from the tovm to the
aerodrome as & reinforcement, but were held up by the road block.
Eventually they worked forward and assisted the evacuation of the
wounded and unarmed personnel, with whom they withdrew. This party
worked under the orders of Flight Licutenant Jackson and Pilot Officer
Umphelby.

10, Meanwhile, the paratroop landing on Pladjoe had given rise to
many reports and rumours that Palembang was cut off from the south. In
consequence strong points were established by 226%F§Grmrg ground defence
parties at all approaches to the town. H.Q., 226(F) Group destroyed
their seoret documents and operations room snd assembled at H.Q.225(B)
Groups Close liaison with the Dutch Territorial Commander was
established by the A.0.C's of both Groups and from the information
aveilable it appeared that penetration of the town by the Japancse
nmight take place at any moment. A4.0,C. 225 Group issued instructions,
therefore, for the destruction of cyphers, Type X, and secret documecnts,
retaining however the operations room communicationss Learning later
that the road to the south was clear, A.0.C, 225 Group sent the majority
of his staff to P.II. and evecuated gick, wounded and surplus personnel
to the south. A.0.C. 226 Group and staff also proceeded to P.II.

2 K1 By 1400 hours the position at Pels was:=

() All communications from the serodrome were cut, The
aerodrome itself was denied to the enemy from the control
tower area and was still operational although there was risk
from snipers. There was practically a stalemate in the
surrounding aerodrome area: R.AF. defence troops under
Wing Commender Maguire wero established with automatic
weapons in a few strong points.

(b) The defence had no food or water and ammmunition wes running
short., Supplies sent to them had been stopped by the road
block.

(¢) There was also a condition of stalemate at the road blockr
R, AP, troops trying to advance in thig avea were held up
and could not establish contact with the aerodrome.

12 About 1630 hours, a company of Duich navirve licops arued with
mortars aid mechine guns arvived at the road block from the towm and
attempted to advence on either flank of the road.

15 This advance was resisted and the Dutch C.C. Troops later
reported to Wing Commander Maguire that it would be impossible to
make further attempts to clear up the area until the following
morning, Just before dusk, therefore, the latter decided %o withdraw
his troops from the aerodrome denying beforehand all material,
including unserviceable aircraft, likely to be of any use to the
Japanese, Whilst so doing, Wing Commander Maguire encountered a
Japanese officer and attempted to bluff the Japanese, unsuccessfully,
to surrender. However this encounter confiimed Wing Commender
Maguire in his decision to withdraw as it disclosed the Japanese
strength and the danger of exposing his personnel to the hazards of -

/nigh-h saasw b8



~

\“--_u.;_'___-r—"—""’"‘-_/ ! = - : "

night attacks. This withdrawal was executed successfully and the
personnel involved were eventually evacuated from Swaatra, from a
port on the West coast which was reached after 7 days arduous trek.
During the trek many stocks of petrol and oil and rubber factories
were destroyed.

1l In the meantime, on the evening of the 14th, A,0.C. 226 Group
returned to Palembang from P.II. Both he and A.0.C. 225 Group were
informed by the local Dutch Territorial Commander that the situation
was well under control and that he had every hope of eliminating the
paratroops, He gave the impression that a drive was to take place that
night to clear the area. Contrary orders evidently were received later
because a start was made during the night in burning oil and rubber
stocks in the town and in the destruction of the oil refinery area.

15. When A.0.C's Nos, 225 and 226 Groups saw the Dutch Territorial
Commandexr early on the morning of the 15th, they found that the Dutch
H.Qs had closed and that the Territorial Commander himself considered it
too late Yo restore the situation. He was himself about to leave for
Lahat in the South.

16. The Dutch Territorial Commander also stated that the ferries
across the river and the railhead facilities would be blown in one hour's
time with the object of embarrassing the Japanese advance towards the
South. In conseguence, A.0.C.No,225 Group ordered the irmediate
evacuation of the towm by all rellaining R.A.Fs personnel. This was
effected by road and rail to Oesthaven. ILater on during the morning of
the 15th, further paratroops were dropped on Pe1.

1T A.0.Ce and H.Q.225 Group reached F.II, about 1000 hours in
company with A.0.C. No.226 Group. After discussing the situation

A,0,C, No,226 Group decided that ag P.IL. was 2 bomber aerodrome control
of operations from it, by both bombers and fighters, should be exercised
by A.0.C. 225 Group.

18. During both the 14th and 15th February o detachment of R.A.F.
Service Police under Flying Officer Hope~Faullkmer, who personally
inspired and directed them, did excellent work in organising traffic
control and ensuring that all R.A.F. personnel were successfully cleared
from the area.
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T Feport on R.i.F. Operations
in Malaya and N.E.I, 1941 = 2

GIST OF DIRECTIVE GIVEN TO 4,V.M. P.C. MALLTBY
J"-\ . 0 |c » BRITJ.A.IR, BY G’ENERJ:;.L S:I:R J.‘ARCH]:BL.LD ﬁi'lrJ‘LVELL,
ATLIED SUPREME CCMMANDER, S.V. PACTFIC IN BANDOENG,
JAVA, ON 23RD FEBRUARY, 1942,

Te To command all R.A.F. Units left in Java,

2e To exercise command under the orders of General
van Oyen, Dutch 4.0.C. in Java who, in turn, was under
Conmand of the Dutch C-in-C., General ter Poorten.

5 That the British Army troops left in Java were under
command of General H.D.W. Sitwell, who would receive
orders from General ter Poorten.

Lo To co-operate with the Dutch and to go on fighting as
long as they continued effective resistances

Da Thercafter to do the utmost to evacuate the remaining
personnel.

6a To ensure that no undamaged equipment fell into enemy
hands.

Te As Senior British Officer in Java to act as signals link

between all British forces in that island and their
service departments in London, Delhi, Washington and
Melbourne.

B Thet no help from outside could be expected for a long
time,



APPENDIX "G"
To Report on R.A.F. Operations
in Malaya and N.E.I. 1944 - 2.

SENIOR STATR OFFICERS, HEADQUARTERS WESTGROUP, LATER BRITATR, JAVA - 45th FEBRUARY, 1942.

Adr Officer Commanding

Lir Vice Marshal P.C. MALTBY, CB.,DSO.,A4FC,

Deputy 4.0.C.

Lir Commodore W.E. STATON, DSO.,MC.,DFC.

Senior Air Staff Officer Senior Officel Administration
Group Captain .G, BISHOP, OBE.,LiFC. Croup Captain C.K.J. COGCLE.
Operations “";"' ",';Gdr. D.5.E. VINES, OBE. Organisation —:;/-’-551‘. G.D.H. ROSS.
Intelligence : 7/Cdr. F.G. FROV. Personnel :  W/Cdr. W.H. FRANKLIN.
Plans : G/Capt. G.E. NICHOLETTS, AFC. Equipment : W/Cdr. E.H. WALKER.
Services Engineering : W/Cdr. E.B. STEETMAN.
Signals : %/Cdr. W.T.H. NICHOLS. Works : W/Cdre. H.D, WIGHWICK.
Armament : #/Cdr, R.A.R. RAE.
Navigation : W/Cdr. W.P. WELCH. . Lccounts : 8/Ldre E.i. JAMES.

Radio : V/Cdr. N. CAVE.



APPENDIX "H"

To Report on R,A.F.
Operations in Iplaya
and N,i,TIe, 1941/42.

UAPTURE OF KALIDJATT AERODROME - 41st IARCH 1942

1s The following acrodrome defences werc located at Kalidjati:-
(a) One light battery =~ 8 Dofors

§ (b) British Forces consisting of about 250 personnel fron a Heavy
Anti-Aircraft Regiment armed with rifles, under the command of
Major Coulson, recently converted to an infantry role in which
they had had sketchy training only,

(c) A Dutch Contingent of about 200 personnel and two armoured cars,

The advance party of the Dritish Lerodrome Defence Contingent
grrived at Kalidjati on 27th February and the remainder on 28th February,
when they tock over responsibility for aercdroue defences from the Dutch,
completing the change during the night 28th February/4st March,

The aerodrome was occupied jointly by Dutch and Dritish Squadrons,
Colonel Zomer was the Dutch Station Comrmnder: Group Captain Whistondale,
R.4.F,, the British Station Commander, The latter was the senior and
should have been the official Allied Station Comander, There is reason
to think that hé may not have understcod this clearly,

% No, 1 (G.R.) Squadron, R,A.4.F, and No,84 (3) Squadron were
based on this aerodroue and throughout the night 28th February/41st larch,
both squadrons attacked Japanese landings which took place at Eritanwetan
about 40 wmiles to the N,B, of the aerodroue, It is believed that the
Duteh squadrons were simultancously attacking a landing at Merak about
110 miles to the west,

< The landing at Eritanwetan seened to the £,0,Cy, whowas at the
time directing operations with Gen, van Oyen in the combined air
operations room in Bandoeng, to offer a considerable threat to Kalidjati
aerodroue, It is only about 40 wiles away and the intervening country

is served by good roads, Gen, van Oyen wes consulted about 0200 hours

on 1st March about the advisability of withdrawing squadrons to aerodromes
further back,

L Af'ter soume discussion Gen, van Oyen advised ageinst a withdrawal
becausge: =

(a) If squadrons withdrew to aerodromes south of the hills they
would be severely handicapped in opposing the landings.

(b) The river crossings between the enewy landing and Kalidjati
were guarded by Dutch detachments, though adwmittedly weak;
and Soebang, which straddled the approach to Kalidjati, was
held by a detachment of 4,000 men and about a dozen armoured
cars,

(e) A Dutch battalion at Cheribon was being ordered to stage a
counter attack against the landing,

His advioce wasg accepted,

54 On cempletion of the night's operations the R.A.F, Station
Commander, Kalidjati, was instructed about 0700 hours on the 1st lMarch,
to disperse and conceal aireraft and to preparc for further operations
later in the day, -

/6too-
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6a Direcctly after receiving this messapge, he learned that

the Dutch Alir Force was evacuating the aerodrome and destraying the
petrol dumps and that the Dutch defence troops, which had been finally
relieved by the British aerodrome defence party during the night,

were also withdrewing,

T He rang up the air operations roon in Bandoeng from which
the A.0,C, told hin ;- !

(a) That the reasons for the Dutch withdrewal were not knowm,

(b) To carry on with his orders to disperse aircraft and to
prepare for operaticns later, -

(e) To make preparations for evacusting the aerodrome but to
do so quietly so as not to cause alarm,

(@, That he would be given warning if ovacuation became necessary,
but in the event of his being unable to communicate with
Bandoeng he was to use his discretion and evacuate the
aerodrome if things beecame critical,

() To keep in toush with the Dutch Military Commander in Soebang,

8¢ The 4,0,C, was unable to contact Gen, van Oyen but his staff,
irmediately after the above conversation, confirmed thot the Dutch
squadrons had been ordered by Gen, van Oyen to move back fo Andir,

Further inquiries rnde by the A,0,0, &t about 0745 hours (they were

made either from Gen, van Oyen's staff or by telephone from A,H.Ke,

now uiicertain which) about the Dutch defences betvween the_pcint off landing
and the aerodrome, indicated that the situation was satisfactory,

O The Btation Cormander issued orders for aircraft to be
dispersed and for crews to take some rest preparatory for operations
later in the day, After receiving these orders, 0.0, No,Bi%B) Squadron
drove to Soebang ebout & miles away, where aivcrews were billeted,

but on arrival was informed that all Dutch trcops were cvacuating

the area and in the process of withdrawing to the hills, He
irmediately returned and reported this to his Station Comnnder,
Apparently the Station Commander, or alternatively 0,C. No, 84 Squadron
(Wing: Commander Jeudwine), ordered the despatch of spare aircrews to
Bandoeng and the rest to stand by, detailed a demolition party and
re~inforced the serodrome by R,4,.F, personnel armed with light
automatics and rifles, Group Captain \histondale then left for

Soebang about 0830 hours and was never seen ogein, It is believed that
his car met a Japanese patrol and that he was killed,

10, hbout 1030 hours, 0.,C, No, 84 Squadron returned to Station
HeQe s Which was on the road a few hundred zards fron the acrodrone,
to find out the situation, He found that a gignal had been received
from H,Q. R,4,F. confirming the orders for dispersal of aircraft bmt
adding that 1f commnications were interrupted or the situation became
serious, the Station Comander might evacuate at his discretion. At
that moment an R.A, officer arrived and reported that the Japanese
had been sighted three mileg up the rcad towards Soebang, Irmediately
afterwards, Station H,Q. was fired on by machine gung fron a Japanese
motorised column proceeding towsrds the aerodrorie, This colwrm
consisted of three tanks and two armoured cars supported by about 150
troops in lorries armed with tomy guns, The Japanese penetrated the
aerodrone, making it impossible for No, 8L Sguadron’ to' approach their
widely dispersed aircraft, and the signal was given for squadron
personnel to evacuate the area, 21 Blenheims were captured of which &
were serviceable, Meanwhile, 4 serviceable Hudsous, which were close
to the landing strip, were taken off under fire and flovm to Andir
aerodroue near Bandoeng, One of these Hudsons was taken off by a pilot
without any crew and another was manhandled into position by its crew
for take-off under heavy fire,

: Jitfsaen
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e Fron the reports of personnel who got safely back it is

quite clear that, although a few of the Dofors guns were hurriedly
evacuated, the rempinder rempined at thelr posts and actéd in on anti-
tank role; further, that the ground defence party, both Army and RoleFe,
rerrined in the area endeavouring to repulse the attack, It is believed
that thore werc no Dritish survivors from these parties, Later the
Japanese testified to the gallont and protracted defence put up, and -
this was supported by the number of bodies, Both Dritish and Japanese,
vhich vere found nenr the acrodrome and in the wocds around it by
British salvage parties orployed by the Japanese after the copitulation
of Java, Dutch bodies were also found on the sides of the roads leading
to the aerodroue ‘along which the Japanese attack cane, The Dutch
acrodrorie defence contingent, although it had been relieved during the
night, remained to assist in the defence: it locaeted posts on the

roads leading to-the aercdroue on.the H,He and W., the two former of
which were over-run bycthe.eneny's amourcd vehicles against which

there werc no anti=tank weapons.

12, . On the 2nd Morch (p.m,) it was understood that the Dutch
A H.K. wos arrenging for a counter-attack to recapture the aerodrome,
but apparently circumstances at the time prevented it being staged,

13 In view of the unsatisfactory accounts about the incident which

were current at the time, the 4,0,C., in co-operation with the G.0,Ce
Dritish Forces, arranged for a joint Ariy/R.A.F, Court of Inquiry o

. be hold: the S.4.8,0s, A,H.Qe, presided and a Dutch Air Forco Officer

and an R,A. Officer formed the Court,
1o From the Inquiry it became evident that :-

(2) The Japanesc landing in the Eritanwetan area had becn unopposed
on the becaches,

(b) Dutch troops (approximately 1 Dn,) which counter-attacked from
the direction of Cheribon during the early morning of 1st lprch
had been repulsed,

(¢) Although strong points ot river crossings on the roads leading
to Soebang from the Cheribon area had been prepared the Dutch
troops guerding them had withdravm, no demolitions took place
and no opposition was offered to the advance of the Japanese
column,

(@) The British aerodrome defence party at the aerodrome had
established road pickets near the aerodrome Lut these had been
overrun and, in any case, had not been able to give warning to
the aerocdrone,

(e) No warning of the fact that the Dutch defences between the
beaches and Kalidjati aerodrome were nct resisting was given
t0 H,Qe R.A.F, by Gen, van Oyen, Commanding Air Forces,
under whose orders the R.4.Fe were operating, or by hig staff,
The Dutch squodrons at Kalidjati had been withdrawn and
apparently the R.A,F, Station Cormander, Kalidjeti, was
informed by the Dutch Colonel Compwnding that this withdrawal
was baking place,

(£) ¥hen last scen jiajor Coulson and the conbined military and
R.A.F, defence forces were actively engaged in opposing the
Japanese attack,

154 Gen, van Oyen maintained subsequently to the A,0.Ce thet no
one could have foreseen such a repid advance over so long a distance as
50 kilometres after a landing on cpen beaches and past even the weak
Dutch intervening detachients, y

16. LR



16, There was an unfortunatc scquel to this disaster. The Dutch o~
Intelligence at G.H.Q. stated, in reporting the loss of Kalidjeti in

their next Army Bulletin (published in English), "The British deserted the
aerodrome", The accusation was repeated in a telegram sent by & member

of the Governor-Goneral N.E,I.'s Staff to Washington., In consequence
Picld-Marshal Lord Dill sent a telegram to the G.04Cs, received on the

5th March, fron iashington crdering an inguiry into the accusation.

The 4.0,C. and the G.0.C, commending the British Forces immediately demanded

and obtained an interview with the Commender-in~Chief. The Commander=-in=

Chicf stated that he knew nothing whatsoever of the report to Washington

and regretted that it had been made, He promised to send & tclegream to
Washington to put things right, and at the Conference held at G.HQ.e -
on the 5th March a telegram in English was read out in which it was

stated that :-

(a) The accusation of "descrting the aerodrome" was entirely due
to & mistranslation of Dutch into English,

(b) The Commander=in-Chief wished to contradict cmphatically any
implication there might be that British troops had, at any
time, behaved improperly., On the contrary, all British troops
urder his comnand had fought throughout with the greatest
bravery and daring and he wvas entirely satisfied with them,

17. Tt hes been impracticable in the time available to obtain a
clearer picture of what exactly happened at Kalidjati. Sucviving British
witnesses of consequence are few and Dutch views have not been sought.
Wuch still remains unsatisfactorily explained: 1% is hoped that time
will reveal the full truth,
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LPFENDIX "I"
To Report on R...F. Operations
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R EAST ~ 8TH DECEMBER, 4194d.

UNIT LOCLTION DATE IF SUBSEQUENT MOVES .
FORMIID (RN : o
i‘xFT:i:R ! |. | |
841240, | 10 | DATE I 0 | | DATE TO DATE [ FINAL DISFOSAL
i | | |
.I ! !. |
AIR MeLAYh (AND SINGAPORE ISLAND |
HEADQUARTERS  [BUKIT TIMAH Tro=thirds | ; [
PLLEMEING | 30.1.42.) § HQ. West HQ. ‘ Captured in Java
{ Remainder | f Group Britair (Two thirds eof ,
to | SOEKABOEMI | |15.2.42, BANDOENG | 23.2,42, cfficers at Baco”
BLTAVIA 11424 42- ' | a'.'x:_-.iting
.: : embarkaticn,)
i | | ! 1'
No., 223 Group |KUALA LUMPUR | BUKIT | ;‘ i
(NORGROUP) lm‘f A 8.12.41. | IFOH 12,44, | Disbanded | 22.12.41.| Note "A"
| 2
No. 224 (F) KALLANG i B | TavL | 12.2.42, | 1 | Coptured on
Groups frem staff | route to
Fighter | Java.
Coordimter i
! i e
T ] f
R.4.F. STATION [ALOR STAR f ! [ i Note "A"
i | L
1 1 i |
C.&.M. PARTY |BATU PAHAT Jan. 1942, : ' } ; Notg A"
| ! i |
] | i =i
CoduMy PARTY |RUITERVORTH ' ; ! Neto "AN
| |
| a
Cude dis PLRTY GONG KEDLH | Note "AM
i
C.&.M. PARTY |IFOH Nete "AM
]
RAF. STATION |KALLANG Tronsit
Bace
' Java 11.2.42, Captured in
Java,
|
RAF. STATION |KLUANG Nete Man
RAF, ST.TION |EKOTA BAMRU i Nete "an
RAF. STATION |(KUALA LUMPUR | 20.12.14. Note wan
l i
RAF, STATION |KUANTAN a | Note M."
! H |
CudeM. PARTY |FORT | '
'iSTIE‘TTI‘m}L’M Jan. 1942 | ! Note M"AM
\ |
] |
RAF, STATION |SELETAR | Transit 11.2.42, | SEMELAK 132,42, | Transit 28e2,424 | Coptured in Ja
| Bnaa ; { Basa. C.0. and iArmamei .
Tt | | Officer evacuated
i : Tl B e
| | .
[RAF, STATION |SEMBAVANG PALIMBANG | 25.1.42, BATAVIA 1].2.42. | Ryl ofiule
'. | } gvacuated Java
| . i 19,242,
. | _l
| | ’
C.&M, PARTY |SEMBAWANG 25,4 o124 Transit 11 a2 125 . !' Captured in
bass | Java,
Java, | |l
[ | '
RAF. STATION |SUNGEI PATANI ' [ Nete "4

/Contd'a Seeranae
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DATE IF
UNIT LOCATION FORMED SUBSEQUENT HMOVES
AFTER
812,04, TO DATE TO DATE TO DATE FINAL DISPOSL]
C.&.M, PARTY | TAIPING Nete "A"
RiF. STATION | TENGIH Evacunted |842.42. Transit 114242, KALIDJATI H8.2.42, Captured in
to Transit Base Java.
Cainp Java Trensit
SELH“R- Bagce u 05.14-2.
No. 1 (GR) KOTA BAHRU SEMRGING 124444 PLLEMBANG 3041 04424 SEMPLAK 26424 Some ground crews |
Sqdn, RLAF, TAVA, evacuated Java. 25.21' )
Remainder
captured in Javs
Adircrews at base
awaiting
! evacuation,
No. 8 (GR) SEMBAWANG PLLEMBANG | 2410424 iJ SEMPLAK 17020424 Evacuated
Sqgdn. RAAF. JAVA Java 19 and 21
. Fab. 1 9}4‘2-
A S
No. 21 (F) SUNGEL PATALNI BUITERVORTH/ 941 2414 o IPOH 10461244 | KUALA LUMPUR 18.12.41p Bvacuated Java
Sqdn. RAAF, 1942,42,
SEMBAWANG 2141204 BATAVIA via | 30e1e42s] Note "B"
PALEMBANG
No. 27 (NF) SUNGEL PATANI BUTTERWORTH| 1241 24414| EALLANG 15.12.424 | BLATAVIA via 28414426 Evacuated Java
Sq_dn. R;\.F. ] PALEMBLNG 21:24 l|.2.
| Nete "B"
Ii
No, 34 (B) TENGAH PLLEMBANG | 2led 42, | LAHAT L2424 BLTAVIA 1 762:424 Evacuated Java
Sqdn. RAF,. 2742424
No. 36 (TB) | SELETAR BLTAVLL 2744 o420 Surplus 36/1€C
Sqdne RLF, Sgdn. personncl
evacuated Javn
250 2. tI-Qo
No. 60 (B) KUANTAN RANGOON 19412414, ibsorbed into
Sqdn. RAF. India Cenmmand
December, 1941 f
No, 62 (B) ALOR STLR PLIEMBANG | 2141442, BATAVIA 16.2.42, SEMPLAK 24424 Evacuated Jev:
Sqdn, RAF, 272442,
Nos 100 (TB) | SELETAR BATAVIA 2atali2, Surplus 36/4C0
Sqdn. RLF, Sgdn. personncl
evacuated Jov
230 201|2¢
No. 205 (FB) | SELETAR OOSTHAVEN | 22414426 BATAVIA :50. iek2e |. TJILITILP 24424 Ivacuated Java
Sqdn RAT, { 27020424
1
No, 232 (F) SELETAR 15¢1 0424 PALBMBANG | 28,1 .42, BATAVIA 16424424 ANDIR and Ground crews
Sqgdn, RAP, | TASIK MALAYA| 2.42. evacuated Jav.
[ | 27e24424
&) | j :
No. 243 (¥) | EKALLANG BT AVIL be2eli2e Bvacuated Jav
Sqgdn, RAF. 2142424 )
| Nete "B"
No. 453 (F) SENMBAWANG BUI‘JE-]R‘;-‘K)RTH 1241244 KUALA LUMPUR| 21412441« | SEMBAWANG [2he12.444 Evacuated Ja..
sqdna RAF, 194 2: 4424
BATAVIA via [2he1 442,
PLLFMBANG Note "B"
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DLTE IF T
UNIT LOCLTION FORMED SUBSEQUENT MOVES |
LFTER T T .
84124114 T0 DLTE {10 | DATE 70 DATE ll FINAL DISFOS.L
! i
: | 1
Na. 488 (F) KALLANG BATAVIA k2,42, BATAVIA 111624424 Evacuated Java
Sqdn. RLF. (aircrew) (ground 19.2.42.
via crews)
PALIMBANG | Note "B"
Noe 4 PRU. SELETLR BATLVIA 11e2eL24 Evacuated Java
RAF, 214242,
|
Noe L AACU, | TENGAH BATAVIA 1442452 | Ivacusted Java
RAP, 212,42,
Wirravay KLULNG SELETAR o % | BATAVIA 14e 2424 Bvacuated Java
Flight. 2142442,
|
MVoAlF, KALLANG PAKAN BAROE| 21412,41s| PALEMBANG | 28,1442, | BATAVIA 1642442,)| Some evacuated
PENANG (part) [ Javs
TFOH BATAVIA 10.2.42, | 19-27: 2. 4.2,
KUALA LUMPUR (remainder) :
|
¥ | !
Air/Sea SELETAR PALEMBANG | 10424424 Captured en
Rescue. RAF, i route to
Sumatra.
lLerodrome TEBRAU BATLVIA 3 eleli2e ‘ Ivacuated Jova
Construction | 18424426
Unit, RNZAF. ‘
No« 151 M.U. | SELETAR BATAVIA vial 30414424 ! Bvacuated Java
PLALEMBANG | 210 2. 42,
Note "B"
Noe 152 M,U, BUKIT BANTANG BATAVI: 1412626 PO_'SRB.{LLINGGI,.J. 2el24 : Captured in Java
Noes 153 M.U. KULLL LUMPUR DIOCTACARTA| Fed o424 Captured in Java
At base awaiting
opportunity tc
{ embarlc.
]‘ —
"Z" M.U. SELETAR BATAK QUARRY 12.44. 504 f Captured in
OOSTH.VEN 151424 ! BLTAVIL 176261424 Javae
I i3
_AsS.P, SELETAR BATAVIA | 342442, | MIDILE JAVA {18.2.42. | Captured in
& | r Javias
i [ )
No. 84 R.8.U,| KLUANG SEMBAWANG 1e424 ATAVIA 111 e2e 8424 f GAROET Se3e42, Captured in
! | Javae
| i i
1 .‘| |
R.I.M.U. SELETAR TFONGOL: 1eli24e BATAVIA 16020124 ! Captured in
| | | Java.
4 ;
Noe 243 TRU, | MERSING SINGAPORE | 1501442, 1 ! | ) :
)
“ Nos 250 MRU, | TANAH MERAH Captured
BESAR Absorbed
inte other in
Redar
No. 308 TRU | SERANGOGN 1ak2, i Units. Pl 2uke, iy
:\ ) % ! ]
Noe 511 COL. | CHUNANG 1442, SINGLEORE 1 .Az.g i |
| |
'*. Tt | )
\ Woe 512 COL. KUPANG SINGLPORE 1424 ATAVIA be2eli2s | | ;
\ |
s

Joontdiaeennes
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DATE IF |
UNIT LOCATION FORMED SUBSEQUENT MOVES
AFTER . A ]
8e12e04 4 TO DATE TO DATE TO DATE FINAL DISFOSAL
No. 518 COL. [KOTA TINGGI 124414 SINGAFORE 1ek2s BATAVIA 6e24424 Captured in
| Java.
C.D./C.H.L. CHINGI JATL 1ek24 BATAVIA 64242, ' Captured in
| Java,
|
|
OBSERVER ISINGAPORE PALFMBANG | He2a42. BATAVIA 15424420 Iivacuated Java
CORPS. 230 24424
9.8, "SHENGKING" SINGAFORE COLOMBO 1e11 el l Eventually
X absorbed into
India Cemmand
8,8. "TUNG [SINGAPORE OOSTHAVEN | 642.42. BATAVIA 164241424 Left TIILITTAP
SONG", Da Bk,
, BURMA
i
No. 221 Group [RANGOON )
|
RAF STATION  WKYAB .
{Es |
[
RAF STATION rﬁE:HD
RAF STATION  [LASHIO
RAF STATION t\mm Abserbed
|
] inte India
RAF STATION Pmm-m
. Command
|
RAF STATION  DERGUL | Decenber,
1 1
4 1944
RAF STLTION tmwu.mn
RLF STATION Faoum.-rsm
' 1
RAF STATION  (NAMSANG !
| [l
RAF STATION  [TAVOY b
i | {
RAF STATION  (TOUNGOO 5
| 3
1)
RAF STATION  [VICTORIA FOINT i
No. 67 (F) MINGALDON
Sqfns RATF. |
: 4 : | i L
i | | |
_ |' [ '
I ' CEYLON i i
No. 222 Group |COLOMBO )
. ; Absorbed
I into
RAX STATION CHIN/. BAY f ) India Comman
| ' | 2 December
| ) 1944
AF STATION  |KOGGALA | r )
)

/COD.t(l.v-o--u-‘
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DATE IF
UNIT LOCLTION FORIMED SUPSEQUENT MOVES
AFTER : i
B 2alids TO DATE TO DLTE TO DATE FINAL DISFOSLL
AF STATION | RATMALANA ) dbsorbor
; intc
India
Nos 273 Sqgdn| CHINL BaY Command
RALF, December
(One Flight 1944
Dnly ). )
RAF STATION KiT TAK Captured
251211
INDIAN QUEAN BASES
Refuelling FORT BLAIR
Basea, ANDAMANS l
|
Refuelling DIEGO GARCIAL
Base, CHLGOS Absorbed
intc
India
Refuelling CoCcos Cemmand
Baseae ISLANDS., Decermber
1914
Refuelling MALDIVES
Base.
Refuelling FORT LOUIS
Basea. MAURITIUS
Refuelling NANCOWRY
Basa. NICOBARS i
Refuelling | SEYCHELLES |
Base.
| NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES
SUMATRA
Nes 225 (B) PALFMBANG 171424 BATAVIA 160241124 Disbanded | 18.2.42.
Group. HG.
Nea 226 (F) PALEMBANG LheZelila ATAVIA 15421424 Tisbanded 164, 2.42,4 Small Fighter
Group. HQ. Control H.¢.
retained
J‘.L'_T...VIL
2802:120
No. 266 (W) PALEMBANG Le2,12, BATAVIA 1542424 Evacuated Jeva
Wing, Hq. (except Sqdns
and 4.8.P.)
184 2.42,
i. L
| ] }
C.&.M, PARTY : LAHAT 28e1.142, BATAVIL 16424424 1 Captured in
1 : Javas
. - it
| | i [
Ced.M, PARTY | LHO'NGA 201244 4 | | Evacuated from
W | ! L SABANG 2442,
; |
Co s EmRTY' [EDAN 20.12, 414 l Bvacuated from
[ ' | SA’IBJ"LNG Za -J-I-Z.
|

FLeTs 7% e S A AN






APPENDIX “J*

in Malayo and N.E.I. 1941 = 2.

TERMS OF SURRENDER IN JAVA, 12TH MARCH, 1942.

1e 41l British troops, iLustralisn troops, and
p’e;;'sonnel of the Hoyal iir Force, and all Lmericen troops,
which now exist in Java surrender to the Japanese troops
unconditionally.

2a 411 troops will obey absolutely %o any orders

of tl;e' Japanese troops, subject to thelr rights as prisoners

of war, vide the Geneva Convention of 1929,

Signed at P.C. MLITBY, Air Viece Marshals
' 5+0.0. Royal ..ir Force.
Bandoeng -

HeDuW. SITWELL, Major General

March 12th 1942,
_ Comdg. British troops in Java.

ARTHUR S. BLACKBURN, Brigadicr.

Comnanding sustralian troops in Javas

ALBERT E. SELRIE, - Colonel U.S. Lmmye

[ ey .L_;_-_-wl-
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