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F. VINCENT, D.F.C,,DESPATCH by AIR COMMODORE
A.FnC,, on operations rried oat Dy No,

THE MANIPUR CAMPAIGN,

O c

GROUP during

221

^ ^
1st BJARCH 1944 - 31st JULl 194a.

The Headouarters of No. 221 Group was situated, during, the

period of the-MANIPJR CAIiPAIGN, at iMPHAL, under the Corned of Air
Coimaodore S.P. VIKCEW, D.F.C., A-P-Ai't
moved to a rear Headquarters on the 4th June^ W44 at olhCM
returning to IMPH.4L on 11th July lo44 alter c,:ie
been opened. This move uas carried our in conjunction with iV Corps
as a pL’t of a large moTement involving a total of several thousand
Officers and men anci a consequent easing ol tne supply problem.

2. Although rations ?ere flown into tae valley for the whole
of the three months that rhe bIMAPJR ROAD was ^tosed, supplies
never seriously short, but the diet became exceedmirtly monotonous.

3  Diagrams giving locations of Squadrons during the Campaign
together with oSr o(ti and the enemy's ground forces are attached as
iunendix "A". It will be seen that at -^he beginning of March, 10
Sqpadrons and on.. Detachment _were operaning under the Group, whereas
at the beginning of April this haa inciea .ed to 1/ ucuadrons ana
1 Detachment.

1.
?5

commenced operations from
Ov/,ing to theDuring tils pe:ri od 33 Corps

isolate^
were situated at JORHAT and DERGaON and LaNKa^ in addition th
VeSeaSraircraft of No, 138 Wing at KUmHiGRAM were available xor
use on either the 4 Corps or 33 Corps fronts.

4.

irons were operatingDuring the Japanese advance, Squac
from a variety of bases and occasionally were pulling out irora
some of the forward Airfields at night as a precaution against
sabotage from raiding parties. Squadron ground crews wrere,
therefore, in many instances split up over a number ol airfields,
F'lrthermore, the .ground crev;s on tlnese Forward strips were living
In " boxes " and carrying out exacting guard duties at night.

5.

-helled on the 19th April withoutThe strip at IMPHAL was — _ - ^
resulting and during the months O’ May, June and July

NeverMieless tne service-
rkably high, which shows

The average serviceability

6.

any damage
PaLEL was shelled o.n eight occasions®
ability of all Squadrons remained r:-
grett Aedit to Auadron personnel. The average serviceaoixio,
figures being aS.S?S In il-ireh and rising each month to 88.3/» in
_ , mV. PALEL ,

.■’ema

the circurn.stances und^ishow in?July. The conditior d
r

v\rhlch the airmen ^'leie living and vTOrK.ing
Appendix

■ .p o

escribed inar^

iven the Officers
l/Vings and

,  "D" and "E‘'
droup jirndq’’arbors,

list of the decorations

reliCliAt Appe.udices
in charge of Departments at
Squadrons and at appendix ’
by personnel operating under,tne Group.

7.

tip a received

The op(irations carried out by direpaft under tii© Group
were covered by operational Direccive No. 3/44 dated 21st Marc
1944, issued by Third Tactical Air Force, which laid down the
following responsibility

8



PaGE 2.

(a) The i-iir Defence of the areo' bounded to the

North by latitude 23° 00', to- the South by
latitude 24P 00‘, and to the West by the
BRAHLliPUTRA River.

(b) Maintenance of Air Superiority in the area
of land operations,

(c) Provision of Air Support for 4 and 33 Cor^So

Piovision of Fighter Esci)rt or cover as
requestedo

(e) iittack on enemy conimunic itions and VoP's,,

The number of sorties carried out month by month
and also the squadron totals are giv'en in Appendix "G'*',
Although.there was a big reduction in the number of sorties
flown in June and July '■ as would be expected with the advent
of the. Bfonsoon conditions in the third ?/eek in May - it v/as
possible to maintain a high level of Offensive Operations as
can be seen frem the fact^that in March and April the Defensive
Operations amounted to 20^ of the total operations, in May and
June 30'/of whilst in July this was reduced to mider 5foo

The Japanese,Air Force during this period carried
out very fe?r b.cmblng attacks and in no case ¥/as any major
damage done, however5 in iipr.'i.l and May they carried out a
number of Fighter Sweeps, wiiich appear to have been in the
nature of an atbempt to boost the morale of their ground
troops. On three or four occasio.as straf.lng attacks were
made o.n our forward positions, ' -.it at no time ?/as there an.j
attempt to carry out direct suppo.vt of their gro'ind forces,
iippendix "li" gives details of the sixty t\/o enemy raids
identified. The number of a-ircraft sorties involved is over
7000 Attached at Appendix ‘M" is a sbatern.ent showing the
number of Japanese aircraft destroyed and damaged.

Defensive sorties amounted bo 23^6% of the Group’s
total operations, these .mclude Defer.sive Scrambles, patrols
and escorts. The ma,1ority of the pari cl sorties were carried
out in order to protect the approaches to the IMPHii.L Valley-
in order that the DaKOTaS, B.25's and WELLINGTONS could
proceed unmolested whilst bringing f- od and acimunltion into
the valley and evaci:ating sick and wounded. Duiolng June the
daily average of suen U'rbics a.uoin:c3d t. ^ 174, .

(d)

9

10.

11.

1 The largO:
due largely to the J:

proportion of iefens.ive sorties v/ere
s of Radav cove

retreated from TIDFiIM and TiMIU into bhe IMPNAL Valley it was
also necessary to wltn.draw the Raaar Stations with subsequent

Evenbi '.ally it was impossible to give reliable
II I.F.F. The Jaoanese fighters took

advantage of the situ, tion'by approaciiing the valley as low
as possible and r.n occasirans wore first reported by the forward
Army units who were being abtacked. The situation was dealt
virith bja detailing "stop--gap" pabrols whicn were highly success-
fn.le This aspect of the Campalg.ii is described at Appendix "J",

Cj 0

As our land I'orces

loss of Cover,
height or to see Mark

13, Rec wiaissance Operations nave amounted to over
3,000 sorties n..- ll„3;.o of the Gr-^ups total sorties.
14,
.3 headings n-

The Offensive Operations can 'w divided under

(a) Direct Supp
to 338 2)2 01

rt of 4 and 33 Corps amount;.in
t.he- Groups total operations.

CT
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FdGE 3.

(b) Rhubarbs amountiag to '\a.,

(o) iiOuacks on' Storys, Dumps aiic' Damps
amounting to 14.2

For the first -chree weeks of the period at the
request of Corps all Squadrons were put at the disposal of

but it was' found that full use v/as not made of
striking force, it was therefore

15.

this comparatively strong
decided to allow them 2 or 3 Hurribo.cbe'r Squadrons and to
switch aircraft to .i.fi.S.C. from L of C targets should the
need arise.

For the first t’wo months Direct Support sorties
generally were few in comparison with the total detailed by

S.C, whicn -were more of a softening nature, Hov/ever
consequent on representations uo 4 Corps by this- Headquarters
air attacks weee more co-ordinated v/ith ground attacks and

after bombing land strafing attacl's dumjny runs were often
carried out'as our troops actually advanced.

The Rhubarbs can be claimed to have been

highly successful and to a very great extent the Jap v/as
denied, the use of his L of C b> day. it is Interesting to
note that there was a falling off in the number of M.T.
seen during Llay ind it was not untiJ. the Jap began to
retreat that lie was forced on to hi,? h of C by day despite
the air effor’t vdiich was maintained.

i-i • i-i • 9

17.

,  16.

(

In the majority of cases the botibing attacks
have also been aimed at the Jap L o G and at Camps and
Dumps which it has been possible to pin-point from photo
graphs and on which ix:',for.matiorj has been received from
Prisoner of y/ar sources, Tlie wreii'Mit of bombs dropped on
these and on Direct Support Sorties is ,;;iven in Appendix "E",

Apart from the support given to 4 and 33 Corps
support was also given to 3rd riDIoiH DI\/T.SION by 81 Squadron
who established an advanced detac!ime.nt of 6 Spitfires at
BORADWAY on 12th March for about a fortnight and by 84

Squadron .in Vengeances who carried out nearly 100 bombing
sorties at the direcc request of the Division, Appendix

is a report on the iidvanced Land.Lng G'W'unds in l^irma.
In addition Spitfires were e'iploycd in escorting the supply
dropping aircraft to the 3rd Indian Dl/ision front, a total
of 314 sorties of thiis nature 'te.ing flowrio

)urin ' all these operations '478,000 Nickels
have been dropped and from the Prisoners c<f War v/ho have
been captured and the J.I.F’s who hive walked in it vi/ould
appear that this effort lias Jr^t been v/ar ed.

21.

it Is satisfactory to note that
sorties were abortive<,

18.

19,

20 0

Despite the deteriorating weather conditions
only 7.,2/tf of the total

22,

accurately ti e'results obtained,
are set oiFc li Appendi-X
way g.lve the wrue results as no
Japs which may have been killed In
where ,straf ing v:Llla,ges and jungle, but
made by piii.ots when strafing in open country,
troops anvanced dovm the TIDDIM RC,aD a number of tanks
damaged by air action were captured and attached urder
Appendix 'HI" is a report o.a th33e ta,nx

'WhU e it is not possi'.le always to asses

c?
o a

s
de .ails of the "Game Bag"

these li' ures do not in duy
accouoit is taken of the.

omblng attacp;s or
orJ.y the claims

I  As our

rr? JIT 9
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*<

23 a

'best Ixi giiaged by the
by the Sqi adxons,

These results have been o^'tained at tne cosb of the

following casualties in the Grou ,

The results of 1:110 huppors gir
Strawber .‘ies

a few exts'uctf aj’o

n to the Ai'iay can
which were received,

sot ou.t in Appendi:?

r

’

84,

 0^ ,

AIRChEWa Kili.od c Missing,Mounded„ IT 35 J

Ground Irewe, Zillea. b. ■

Details if these casualties ;ippeo.r in Appendix  ’ P

During the campaign only one occupied airfield v^as
an eneiTiy raiding party, a report on this is

25.

attacked b

attached ns Appendix Q,

By the 31st July the Jap was in full retreat in
all Sectors cf the Mi’illlPUR front and although the Jap Air
force still had eleo^fes stationed in BURl'li they did not
appear in this area.

26,

/APPENDICES.

i/rny Situation and K.A,11. Location. Maps as at ■
8th March 1944,'2hid March 1944, ’nd April 1944,
26th April 1944, Tbrd May 1944, 20th June 1944, •
23rd July 1944.

ii.!

B. Conditions e. Paid duiirig the Manipur Canpaigiuu

c. Group Staff Officers,.

D. Wing Officersj

E. Squadron Officers*

F. Award s Re c eive d,
\

G. Sorties flown

H. Enemy Air nativity.

Enemy .lircraft Casualties.I.

J. Loss of Radar cover and M„ySJ. O q Po.'®®-r,isiid Stop Gap Patrols.

K. Weight 0;' boLibs dropped.

Advanced I-anding Grounds,L,

Gihas Bii, j ti

N. Report on captured tanks ■.

0. Strawberries,

P. R.ii.f. Casualties,

Q. Report oil atte.tdr on PAJ/CL nirfield.

/
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PAGE 5ENDIX B.

T PALEL DUPING IHP IVLINIPUR CAMPAIGN.CONDITIONS Jrl

car .jaign 34 Sqviadrou and 42
lot'll tiiose Squadrons wero

At the begiJinlng of tie
Squadron viero located at Palelo
Hurriborfoers and had been at PaAol since the previous
Novonber. At the beginning of April 34 Squadron moved to

Dergaon in order to operate on the 33 Corps front and
Squadron remained at Palele,

42

quadron personnel moved into
small hill

O
On March the 19th 42

"box'* v;hlch had been built round a
;nd of the strip. The aircraft were parked *

consisted of a sefies

2.

a defensive
at the southern

in bays around the hill. Tiie
of slit trenches protected by sand bags and was sited to
defend the aircraft. The trenches were dug by the Squadron
personnel who were also carrying out night guard dutie
From this time on they worked, ecte and slept in the "Box”.

ID

t?’!oox

s •

3. With the cutting of the Dimapur-Imphal road food
became less plentiful and the diet more monotonous. The

Squadron v/as ’ operating each 'lay and carrying out on the ■

average 24 sorties, and the ground crews, in^consequence,
knew no respite. There were generally -ir raid warnings
at least once a day and on two occasions the strip was
attacked. The hard work and excitement proved too much for

some of the more highly-strung individuals and there were

some cases of anxiety neurosis. From a medical point of
view conditions in the 'box’ were not good. The men were

overcrowded and there was a lack of adequate washing
facilities due to water

some cases of dysentery.

On the night of April the 3uth the 'box' was attacked
by Q party of some one Irondred Japanese, They wore held up
by the wire which surrounded the hill and fired off their
machine guns and threvv grenades iii an effort to desuroy^
the aircraft. The attack started at 0230 hours 'Ist May}
and lasted until shortly after dav/n. There wore no casualties

or denage,

tlolling. As a result therm wereA d.

4.

The following night _(lst May) an hour after dusk a
second attack developed and firi.ng broke out all round the

box. One airman trying tc get to his trench was shot,
probably by tuo India.n troops, and died almost immediately,

■ The firing continued until about 0830 hours on the 2nd May
but there were .no further casualties,.

5.

Although the 'box' was well sited from a defensive

point of view it was not suitable for prolonged occupatmm*
There vrere no communication trenches between hVie defence

points and it was impossible oo construct them bcoanse of
the taxi tracks. As a result all perso lel were immobilised
in their particular trenches during the hours of darkness
and ha^ there been casualties it would have been impossible
for the M.O. to get to them,
providing food for the men in case

and they v/ero .largely dependent on their emergency

Undei these circumstances tie' high standard of
efficiency iiaintalned throughout ihe period at I’alem
reflects great credit on the ground crews who serviced the
machines and on. the pilots of the . ■quadron who were at
readiness fro.i dawr. to dusk and wLo carried out over 2700
sorties luring the caiiipaign.

5.

There was little provision for
of a prolonged attack

rations.

7.
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PAGE 6.

iiJPElJBSCC.

221 GROUP.

ST/iPF OFFICERS.

Air CoEHaodore j S*F. Vincont, D.E.C., A.F.C.A.O.C.

Group Captain G-N. Barrington.

I  (F) Wing Coriinander, S.C, Norris, D.F.C. and Bar.

Air I (B) "Wing Oomraander, I.L. Beck, D.F.O. and Bar.

S/Ldr. J.H. Stevens succeeded by S/Ldr. S.A,Hargrove,

Major I. Ritciiie.

Wing Coiomander W. Dougall succeeded by S/Ldr. G. Kerr.

Wing Compandor I.A. Robinson.

Mitchem.

S.A.S.O.

Air :

Gi> I«0«

A f i-i • 0 •

A:> :^ Trg.

o.s.o.

Wing Commander I.W.ORG.

S/Ldr. F. T. Bishop.

Ldr. B.F. Allen succeeded by S/Ldr. P. Nuttall.

ng Oommarder G.R. Fsnkins succeeded by W/Cdr.
S. Brorni and W/Odr. L.V. McNabb,

ri

o,.--' -1

cij •)

P.S.O.o
o  •

Accts.

S.M.O.

S/ .r/lr. T. V ngban^FAmmds.

;racroft~Ricd.J.C.o/j. -r.

C.TcO.

E.F.Fhioe.

F.P, Augh s-'Ooeedee. by S/Ldr. T.F. Hyalis
G  .:'iier«

C

'"1

/.' j- r.G. ' 0.

.  s/Mr.
end R.H«A.

G., ' •

,  I T. Fra- ley.

,  J, Adams.F/:

Gi •

Grn l.Tr

O.B.B.LI' -• c 1. E. C ♦

F/Lt. F.W.L:

e. F/Lt. P. Campbell.

F/Lt. R. Murray.

F/Lt. Naram Singh Maan.

rr ■ ir-''|jse^uj...;

p: •-Jt

c
c

1 <rr-

.1 ;i

v

^ ...re
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appendix .

mNG STAFFS

168 WING
HEAD of SECTIONBRANOT

fJH.

G/C^pt* J*3•
G/Capt. E.A.

(

Blackj D«F.G»
Whlteley, D.F.G.

Gofemanding Officer

wef. 8/5/44)

F/Lt • E.W. Bayley#

S/Ldr. J. Chimsi

F J ring

de* ̂'Intelligence

ADMN

Or 3,

Jr’

S/Ldr. W.C.E. Martin.

FAt. W, Chesnut

La

,Adjniant

gEBVIGES.

FAt.
F/Lt.
S/Ldr.
F/Lt.

Holdemess.

Blbby.
Davies.
Rutherford.

Young.
Walton.
Robinson.

Brovin,

H.A.

A.H.
S.J,
J.E.

C.R,

sAdr. W.F.
F/0.
P/0.

F/O.

B.F,

R.A.

Accoimt s...

Ar ._; anent,..

:hieering
Savtinment * • •• « •

■^ringa a'
■n.c

al • « •• « • ♦ •

raphic • • •

r- • • • « • • •

- 0- (V o- o-

170 WING

W/Cmdr. H.G.

W/Cmdr. P.H.

F/Lt. J.H.

Goddard, D.F.G.,A.FX.

Lee, D.F.G.

Buick,

lb : Officer

■1 J■ >

: T - .o

•

I 1(®J

S/Ldr. J.H.

F /Lt. C. L *

Robertson.J,..': a:-.4.'' ‘ . 9 «t ') ;! ••••••••

Methuen,£«•••••■i • «' » <

♦

- VACAilT• • •0  Jj i: - e •» I# i-

F/Lt.
F/O.

T.G. Hicks.
J.S. Duffy, (-wef. 28/4/44)
A.P.O. Bank, (vief, 28/5/44)

Atkinson. Cvief, 24/4/44)
... SAdr. 7.R. Davidoou

- VACANT «
S/Ldr. R.C. Lambert,

• 9 •

• • •

, F/O.
F/O. J.e • •

• • •

• • •

,Hnv.
ir • J C i; ' C s

r'
<'v 9 a e 9

•n:-rr; .;rr,X-

.?.;.’XA i/s 5 t >. 9 • • •
■'.o

oogr- .
A - Hi

^  •C J.

,! J,. • • •

^  •.  a U ■ ' Ji ■

 M

 if

 u o

-0-0-0-0-.0-0-
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I'li/Ci;id 1’ o IV • B o A • Smi tli •

P./Ld Tt W. McG re g or,

T/Lt, A. D. Bodnaii •

r/Lte H.A. Bone,

F/Lt.. S.M. Rigg,

B.T, Sden

.* E/LdPr J.A- Elliott,

0

Co:.'i:_,,ndlng Offi cer

S/ldr, ADMN

Accounts

Ipment.Jc’

leal

Siti lals

Radar

-O*-0-0-0-0-0-



SDN. CO · t,u'ID ING 
O"'FIC:�R. 

5 S/1.G. J° .. J. T-fo.t an. 

11. S/L.N0;-T is. ,):
S/1.D.s.T.SharJ.

.i:'n/1 P ·1r P,.,.,__ '' 1 I'..:i 11·1 ·.'.l 
• • 'f • ._. l, '•H... ·J __ c;..l e 

F /1. I1. D. V r r! ,.,,a. 

F /L. T •. �-Scun.d.rott. 

F /1.B.n .:Inrvoy. 

28 

34. 

S/1 H r, "' T n D-;:;,C. =r• /1 1-- ? ·1d'"' ,..,ci • -'-• Tel'•· ,ctrSG J.' •·· ell.•- '� ,,,_ • 

42. 

60. 

81. 

84. 

110 

113. 

123. 

s/1.c.2.1.Nc.,,wm. 
DFC L Bu.r. 

S/1.J .A.But.f'lr _,_d,::2. 
S/L.G.=uy. 

S/1.R.C.Liriscll. 

S/1 , ..... ,.. 1··· • '· . .. -f •• ,._-• .1.1.1..1 ., 't;i · 1orc. 
S/L.J .V .1L:r shall iFC. 

S/L.f .• ��.Gill. 

S/L. i... F. r ·mny i)FC 

S/L • .A.J. 'icGrcror. 

r.,/L ::, J . ·r Lt • li • • , • 

Collirson. 

F/1.J .:;. ·Iorloy. 

F/L.J .C.I;v;ins. 

F/1. C1.unce-. 

:'.:'/L.B. L illc:y. 

F/L. Gr-:L'1.t-··:::tson. 

F/O.S.S.3:-i.iloy. 

,;, S/1dr. Norris to Fi �ht �r 0:;_)s "21 
-!· S/L. 1;,-ri ;_ t t n.·1orc 1iss i.n3 hJli ::v,�a 

FLIGHT FL IGliT 
CO . �.:J:Srt. CO nHDER. 

F/1.P.G .Lall. F/L.0.r'l.Pinto. 

F/1.D,R.rtydc. F/1.rr.·1.B, yte. 

F/L.V.J.Pn.g(). F/1.J.H. 
Crans.ton. 

Pn.G:S 10 
�FPT'JW !X 'C. 

::�IG :iJT.:,LR nrTI:LLF'·-r::'J-JCT'· 
O?I'ICLE O�?IC:;R 

:?/O.J.ar-i Singh. F/0.J .c.r·::-i.k:-1r • 

P/0.D.G.H.Hir-- eins F/0.D.C.Se:th. 
(R,-...F) 

:,;o.G.J,1nd. F/0.J. _;_ Till,.r. 

F /O.S. ,',.. Cooper. F /0 .J. D. 31-'.llwlr:y 

r/L.n • •  Guy'T·r. �/L.T;.G.Pnnnel. P/0.i1.J .P,'ary. 

F /L�n.1 • Stent. 

.i:'Tel/T 7 T{ 0 JU"">+ r .,,.. 
J.J .... l.._ • - .fl•.• .1. • 

"'/T - . 
.r �.t.1. d.. 

Busbrii�c. 

Cn. D t . :;_, .. T • P •

Collin;;· ·cod 
Df.'C. 

F /L. J .:·. 
f-o 1r1f in.cl"'.

-,'jL ::, rnonl ·· - • n ,. J. . }J _, �' • 

F/L.C.J. 
SilliV'l.!1. 

C'·rou.n 15. "3 ./14. 
l:ill;:d 13/3/44. 

F /L.".l .1. P/0. P. Tfo.11.cod:. 
Rich 1ond. 

r/L.J.G.Fogb• Vacant. 

C:'1pt M,.D ... IcCl,;c1.n F/0.H.Scrivon. 

F /L. L. S.Jorms. F /o .s .n.rt:J."'1sden. 

F /o .c. ,'i .• St,'cr. 

t 

F /0 ." l. A..itU'11bls. 

F/O.n.K.D0Dcnnc. 

F /0. C. A. Sh0phc1rd. 

½'/0 G · · �r-b�rts .L • • ' • ..'...\v ,_ • 

F /0 �C. S. -·Inrshall. 
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INTE'LLIGBNCE
OFFICER.

FLIGHT COfflIAiroER. FLIGHT
COIffi/IUIDEB.

ADJIJTMT. ENGINEER
OFFICER.

COMi&ITO BTG OFF ICER .SQDN.

F/Lt. L.R.T.
Wasey.

F/L. C.T-
Lcudy.

F/L. L.H.. LoCrew.S/L.' A.N.. Constantine,
6/L. E.O. Yfetson._

136.

F/O. J,,Drakeford-
Lev/ls ,

F/0. G.F.
Stubbings.

F/O. S.H.
Bates.

F/L.- S. Tyas. Capt. ¥f.H. Hoffe.S/L. ’LR, Ingram, 'DFC.
B/L,-P. Stephenson.

S/L. G.G.A, Davies.

152.

F/L.R.J.Collins, F/L. J.L,Briggs. F/Lt.L.G.
Coons,

F/O. A.J.607.

Benjamin.

F/L. L.R.Smith. F/L. K.P.Gannon. F/L. G.
Falconer,

P/O. F
Fish.

F/O. A. ITnIker.B/L. . D. A. McCormick,615.

F/Lo A.i7.Eaton.656,.

(AOP)
Oupt. I.

S
liaj. -D.W. .Coyle, Capt, R.T.il.

hield..

N/A.n/a. n/a.n/a.F/O. a.S. -Lamb..,1582
Cal.Flt.

23 AASC. \?/Cdr. A.B. Archer.

25 AASC. -W/Cdr. E.A. Wh^tel^, ,
Succeeded by ¥/Cdr, P. Devitt.

¥/Cdr. C. Newiaan DFC & Bar.

F/O. G

n n

N/ai N/a.

N/a.

N/A,

N/a.

N/A..A. Smith.

F/O. R. Pugh.

.

N/A.N/A.
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APPENDIX «F» .

AWARDS TO PERSONNEL OF No.221 GROUP

GAINED DURING THE WAR IN THE IMPHAL AREA

mk

F/Off. L.F.M. CRONIN.

S/Ldr. G.P.N. NEWMAN.

S/Ldr. G.J.C. HOGAN.

S/Ldr. H.G.F. LARSEN.

S/Ldr.

S/Ldr. ARJAN SINGH.

F/0.

F/0.

'  G. MAY.

GARRATTB.J.

McPEARTA.

81 Sqdn. D.F.C.

34 Sqdn,

5 Sqdb.

28 Sqdn.

42 Sqdn.

1 (lAF) Sqdn.

28 Sqdn.

81 Sqdn,

28 Sqdn.

11 Sqdn.

113 sqdn.

170 Wing.

34 Sqdn.

Bar to D.F.C.

D.F.C.

D.F.C.

D.F.C.

D.F.C. ■

D.F.C..

D.F.C..

D.F.C.W.O. C.A. WATT.

S/Ldr. D.J.T. SHARP.

S/Ldr. R.N.H. COURTNEY.

W/Cdr. P.fl. LEE.

P/0. R.E. JACKSON.

F/Lt. J.G. FOGG.

F/0. R.O. SMITH.

F/0.

P/O. I.D. CULPAN.

F/0. W.S. GARNETT.

F/0. K.F.R. DICKS.

F/Lt. G.A. BUTLER.

^/Lt,

LISTERK. I •

McBLACKBUA.

D.F.C.

D.F.C.

D.F.C.

M.C.

D.F.C.42 Sqdn.

42 Sqdn. D.F.C.

D.F.C.34 Sqdn.

D.F.M,34 Sqdn.

D.F.C.5 Sqdn,

84 Sqdn.

60 Sqdn.

34 Sqdn.

.81 Sq dn.

81 Sqdn.

D.F.C.

D.F.C.

D.F.C.RN. V

MAOLEAlt D.F.C.A. D.Oapt

Cpl. B.E.M.O’SHEA .

S/Ldr. 168 Wing. G.M.S.J. DAVIES.

D* S, 0*170 Wing.w/Cdr. H.G. GODDARB.
BFC. AFC. ■

D.F.C.t4 Sq4n.

t4 Sqdn.

sAdr.

FAt.

a.m. gill.

D. F. C.D.J* HAWKES.
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I

TOTAL SORTIES FLOTO BY SpyADRONS.

Ist JJARCH to 3l3t JULY inoluslve.

squadron. No of SORTIES.

1 (lAE) 1, 796.

1, 261.

837.

5

7  (lAE)
' >

9  (lAE)^ 334.

11 2, 286,

254.

1, 582.

2, 048.

2, 719.

1, 464.

1, 879.

290.

20 det

28

34

42

60

81

82

84 1, 666.

1, 313.

1, 912.

110

113

123 762.
0

13^ 260.

152 565.

176 det 116.

607 1, 268.

1, 146.

\

615

25, 755.

MONTHLY TOTAL OF SORTIES FLOVJN.

MARCH.

APRIL.

MAY.

4465.

7002.

6356.

4527.

3405.

JUNE.

JULY.

/

25,755.
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M

to SlFit, JULY 1944.

mh
CONCERNED

No. OF JlEffi
aiip::h^iet

ITYjstAIR ACTE , . '/T-

TIM:] (■''TP

j: . MT- A f*nTNi.' Hi £) FIRSB

IMPHAL Valley.

IMPHAL Valley.

IMPHAL Valley,

1 iiBeooe

1 Recce,

3+-u/i.

6  Bombers. KUIlBHIRGRAIi A/F,

12-KFighters« SILCHAR Area.

6 Bombersj KANGLA A/F*

30.j^Fighters. IMPHAL Valley.

3 Bombers* IMPHAL Valley,

(6 Fighters, PALEL A/F.
(6 Fighters* TULIHAL

1 Fighter. PALEL A/F.

±ta March 0846 hoursIc

0729 hours6Eh March2.

1214 hours6th March3o

0423 hours12th March■x o

0945 hours5;: j,2th March

0416 hours16th March6,5

0740 hoursl.Sth March/ o

0365 hoursO
< 17th March-j •

0562 hours9, 17th March

1616 hours10. 24th March

0720 hours 12 Bonibers, MS. 120 TIDDIM
& Fighters* Road,

071B hours (20 Fighters PALEL Area.
( 3 Bombers*

Reece*

1 Recce*

6  Bombers* KOHIMA.

Bombers

1 Bomber.

1 Recce,

3 u/i.

3 u/i,

3 u/i*

6 Bombers. TULIHAL A/F,

15*f-Fighters IMPHAL'Area.
& Bombers.

20»KFighters. UKHRUL Area.

liyiPHAL Valley0643 hours

0833 hours

1945 hours

U®HIRGRAM A/’  INOT PLOTTED

2100 hours

1632 hours

2012 hours

KOHIMA Area.

KOHIMA Area.

0337 hours

0343 hours

0368 hours

0805 hours

1349 hours

11* 26th March

12* 28th March

.

IPIPHAL Valley.

130 28th March

140 1st April

18. 3rd April

F,
1969 liours)

Il^HAL Area.

IMPHAL Valley.

IMPHAL Area.

ard April

3rd April•: n
L  i «

4th April18,

19, 4th April

20c 9th April

9th April

22, 10th April

C>J c

11th April23,

:,8+-h Ar-il24
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ENEMI AIR ACTIVITY 1st MARCH to 31st JULY 19AA.

25. 15th April 0754 hours 204-Fighters
6  Bombers

IMPHAL A/F

26. 16th April

27. 17th April

0746 hours 1 Recce.

1518 hours 25 Fighters
6  Bombers

1636 hours 6 Fighters.

0630 hours 6 Fighters
3  Bombers.

0730 hours 3 Fighters,

0726 hours 15’'"Fighters.
0737 hours 20 Fighters.

IMPHAL Valley

IMPHAL area.

28. 21st April

2,9. 22nd April

KaNGLA A/F

IMPHAL area.

30. 22nd April

31. 25th April

IMP ML area.

SILCHaR and
PATHjiRHANDI

areas.

32. 25th April 1513 hours 1  Recce. PATHARICAHDI
area.

33. 26th April

34. 26th April

35. 26th April

36. 28th April

37. 28th April

38. 1st May

0858 hours 15f Fighters.

0900 hours. 20»t‘Fighters

1539 hours

0754 hours 30*^ Fighters.

1701 hours • 1 Recce.

0758 hours lO*'" Filters.’
6  Bombers.

0726-hours IS'f" Fighters.
6  ]^ombers.

25d" Fighters

3  Bombers.

1 Recce.

0629 hours

0349 hours

KOHIMA area.

IMPHaL area.

KAILiiKANDI area.

KOHIMA area.

KUMBHIRGRAM area.

IMP ML area.

39. 6th May

40; 9th May

/I. 10th May

10th MayA <-.

IMPHaL area.

niPRAL are Ci •

IMPHaL area.

03/'^ hours 3 Bombers. HARANGAJaO
F"y. Stn.

A  , 10th May 0714 hoi'”" ■ a " ■!''x< j Ti''‘TBAL area.

lOtb Ill"' hours 1 Recce. IMP ML VALLEY
& Er‘MHRiRGRAM. ■

11':h May.

46. 11th May.

A,7. lAth May.

48. 14th May.

49. 18th May.

50. 19th May.

45. 0326 hours Bombers. IMFIaL area.

0622 hpurs 20"'*Fighters.

0714 hours 12-t Fighters .

PALFL area.

iKOHIMa area.

1012 hours. Fighters.15 KOHIMA area.

1132 fe ours -'."^-.''Fighters'.

0728 hours. 1 Recce.

IMPHAL area.

PALEL area.

t
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•pPfEMY . alR ACT! VIT ■
±

\

SI^CHaR ares.Recce, ‘
\

10551 iiocrc?].st May'51.

IMPH/iL a. re-f Fightersrs
A-0712 hoars21sc May52.

tjhhhlD. area20 •/' Fighters. 1211 Hoyrs23rd Mayo.

IMPIhM area.
1223 hours 15-(• Fighters .

0745 hoe.. 20hFighters

1  Recce.1225 hours

24-th54. .V'U.:

exi •O j

55.

LOHIMA area.'

26th May5b,

IMPHAL area.'b Fighters

0752 Hours 20'^ Fighters

20'A Fighters

15-4. Fighters

0717 hours c

160-3 hours

1042 hours

29th May57.

PALEL area. I
29th May58.

PA. area.'K

31st May59.

,  area.

014.0 ho'ur.s -u r3o.nbers.

8th Jund60

IMIHaL area.
9th June61.

*

IMPIiAL area.s 20*1'* Fighters1115 hor-r62. 17th June

\
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AIRCR/ii'T CPSUiNDTISS.

iriRCH - JULY 1944.

MONTHLY TOT.PLS.

Damped.Probableao J

9.^RCH. 12, ■X »

S3.nPPRIL„ 6, ! •

31.M/01, 8.8,

2,4,JUNE. ,  5.

0.1,0,JULY.

65c24 c32.

DETl.lLS 3Y SQUADRONS,

Destroyed.. iTobabie '■.

1,5 Squadron.

1.. 11 ¥t

ff P28 :sj »

23.8.?? IS.81

1.I!84

3.ft123

1.2.136 . ft

3.t!176

26.8607 1 Q??

10.5.2.615 ft

65.24.32.
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STOP G.aP Patrols.F RaD 'R- .1. M.V'.O.C COVER c.

: eraent of the Japanese offensive against the
s decided hy 4 Cofps to withdraw their
TIDDIM and the IO-lBAW VALLEY ai'd to

the IMPHaL valley itself. This subjected the
Lir Warning S'/stem to severe restrictions. Many Units were
forceo. to witharaw from carefully chos'en positions to

vepared and oper3,tior

a. PADaR DEPLOYMENT.

! 0SS -

the comfflf' c

IMPHiiL V,,LLvy it vni

pro’nd forces from
co2j.(. ent*:

nt

.1 -h ... ".■XI

Lly inferior sites.

rnaior operational problem attendant upon the
in this area is that of groi-nd-

uinous and to
advantage

y is very mount
vhile maintaining adequate cover,

Tb'J
' '!ynie''..t of Radar stations

er (P.E's)
iadree P.F's
must be taken of hi.^i

uep - w/

The countr

.  screer iii-g.
start of the campaign the deployiricnt

ir. fig i. A mobile O.O.L. ut TAln provided
Soi'th Fast, ■M.dj-. a Light Warning Set at
SiimilH'" roi to tl'O South- a ntatiu C.O.i^
gehoraj cover to the area, peight cor

■. G.C.I. at MOIR.JG and an M.R.U.
To the "orth, Diiuap. r nas covf reu by a G.C.I.

alntai .od nti--. March .i-;tth.
B’- March fSth. tiireo statiors had bee. ,

the L.n. set from TIDDIM, the C.O.L, from
frnm indGLu. The C.O.L. was re-sitea a lev. mil .s

Nortn-west of Imphal at SEbJAM EUNO':*, where it replaced,
pome ',y:txTt, the cover pi^evLously given by, the qi, R.U. The^ ^
IJ.P.U, n.nd L.L. set ware kepu at Wing headquarters. The exiect
pf these movements is shown •*n fig. ^ ^

Several changes took place between March f.i)th- ,
M?v 19th. The most significant was the withdrowcl of
Ct.C.I. from MOie^. ' ^G to BLRI nAiA.AR on the 31st. March
The C.O.L. was raoved from SEWJAM KUNOU to a point approx,
two miles north of IMPilAL. Three L.W. sets were deployed

in the SILCHAR VALLEY and two in the IMPIIAL VALLEY, their
P.E. areas of the main stations.

C..LU tu

w;..s as showm
arming to the

the4-

ear^L/ vv
IDDIM fii:ued
at V jBlGal gave

r in the IMP.Rj'L ai’ea was
xro.u E..:v' Ci i.iA.

This 6

Cl

Idea bypro oymehtJJ-:

f ;■ cj\. uJ

withdrawn: they
lib ai d then

X
were

D  '

to

2.
and

the

ohe

function being to '?fill in
Fig.3 illustrates these movements.

M.W.O.C. DEPLOYIvIEMT.3.

Unlike the Radar stations, M.W.O.C. posts are not
c?onfined to the roads but can travel almost anyv/here a mule
Can go. In spite of this, good slIiGs are jy no means
unlimited. A good site would be established on high

•  ground so that Observers were nbt screened from low-flying
aircraft by adjacent hills; in practice it is found that

many otherwise suitable peaks are inaccessible for various
reasons and that some screening must nbe tolerated. Owing
to this limitation it is not sufficient to deploy  a single
»belt’ of posts round an area to ensure that aircraft cannot
approach undetected.

These posts remained, as far forv/ard as possible
until they were forced back -by the enemy, in fact some pjosts
were surrounded before they closed down, and destroyed
technical equipment and documents. Several posts
suffered casualties from enemy fire and tv;o or three were
actually captured. ^

It is not practical to display pictorially every
move of individual posts and Figures 4 and 5 show the
state of deployment at the beginning^of the campaign, and.
on several occasions, during the period March 10th and May 12th|
after changes in the line had taken place.

The deployment prior to any withdrawals, shown m
Fig.4, gave almost continuous Cover from TIDDB'I in the South,
through TAJ.ro, to DIMPUR in the North. series of posts
were being deployed joining TIDDIM to the chain that ran
South from SILCHAR. With this gap :;etween T.IDDIM and
AIJAi closed, all avenues of. approach to SILCIIAR, IMPtlAL and
airfields in their vicinity would have been covered.
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The s<..ve'r posts in tlie TIDJilM ar-a
beor. rorc;-o to nithcran complo^tely, aio-
Sot th ^o.s reduced by about thirty
posts Ee.st and .^iorth of bhufiM,
large gap forth bast of IioPhnL.
remaining posts as far North as KO.filJa
betrocn ten and fifteen miles,
ana and letvojen KOblbii

(See fig.i
Betvn^icn fist ana 2oth iLarch ttr-^

posts horth of KOhlMA held their
+'oiJr posts Soi/tl
remaining posts^
were forced be eh onto
miles in some -ca,sGS. T

f roio, iv line). •-!• "

Plt

heo by March list

narni.ng to the .
five iflij.es; also three ■

'''arc nithdravin leaving a .
Th.e Diato’nit,/ of nhe

rr‘trc;;ted: distances

. The Irhoes betno-cn PILCRAP
and DId_.pnR van's maintained.

CldiR belt aivd

^  positions, as lid toe
of InPflAL, vdthin the yalJ.c /^ y tsclf.
four of which were

T iie

ninhdrawn compj.etel:/,
,  loslrig a.v much as tvifenty- '

(Bee fig.4 dottei line).
The worst time for otserver Dost cover was

about npril fth. , Of the original ■tV;'entY nino posts
deployed over the TIDDIM - T.nMD - DIMadjR line only twei.ve
were left. IMPHA’ was completely ur^.pr'jtocted over" the '
bast South pen.u -ant and the chain Ko'-’th to Dl;fAPljR
consisted of fdi r widexy spaced posts. The second IIjio
of_^aefence was bei'ig sot up bctwlon BI^XeAR ana DIMaPUR
and at this time in o posts were in position, . (See fig.R'i .

■  By April lltri the tide, of battle was turning and tht/
enemy was beginning to ueoken in

immediately to,kon of this and posts v'
South of I,- :P.HaL ana East of nUiL.
to the BILCHAR - blMaPl'R line.

The sltuc.ti.oi! had been

i.a.jaoubteo.ly

./advantage
o i‘ e T t: ~ d r- p 1 o y 0 d.

Tvjo inoi'e were added
fig:. 5 broken line,).'

static for a month Tby .. May 12th
it was bcginr.dnc to ease in the vicininy of iMPHnL and it
was posslb.;.e to aepioy sovo^n more poster'South and Fast of •
the town, '^'hlist they were too close ■' i orovide sufflciont
warning to ^enable int rceptions •':o be j.adc Anfor.  ' a target
'aas^ reached, tuev o.id enable any aircraft in the vicinity
to be tracked; so that operations room ras not entirely
witliOL:it inforiatior,: of enemy movrmonts.
dots.).

soiiie areas.
V:'a£

(Fee

(Sec fig.5 plain

4, GENERid., .

The Air. faming system at the outs
advance v,as workins, \or..^ mil, sinn was
dea.l .successfully
have been

Tbr first s
March, when t,no
TIDD..rM were
all
been withdrawn,
loss o.f appror . rue.
flying aii'CTmcrt
a.ad a loss of app^.'
aircraft c-omiug f
breach 'wu.s .aad,
and any lo^i flying aircrrr
be tracked.

On March' lyth 'the M. .R. at IA.,KG.; ,n ceased ho opnr'-hH,
'With the r(.-s-ultaiit serious toss if height cover over '
IMPHaL. Thi- stat.ioii was vit]i.dra'Vvi.l Lo Wing fl .Q, end held
in reserve. The- b.W.O.i.. (.hain now rapidl"'/'’fa.;.,.;.lng back
on IMPHiiL, i javin.g a nimbci of smious gaps through which
low flying :i.Lrcraft might' I ovo -Dcnetrat^'d 'without" being
observea. Thv G.C. E. was'now the Southe;:-ly station,
CoiitroX,ors there ceceivec no warning before iixoming
aircra.ft ■'".■ere actuaLiy ebse vcg o'O'i th .ir tube,
time from th,it mde ent until the '
area is, with the p'epsent tmraln,
If a raid i, to bc: j.nter'cepued befom
warning 'rm. st V-e given to the

t of the Japn.neso.
'::;Uio'v a.o.eeuat£ to

uxth ..nmeft arp' type of'raid cliat could
lanmehcLi rgai'fst tin-

rlc
r u/a,

s'M;c ciin'i' c't’C'C.: rn-is
.  ; TaMB and t>-e' p.b.

ee the 21. . 'i: of March
o  ■ vicrn.xty of TIDl IM had also
oft ~ci. cf thi.-s#;. withdrawals

ej.ght minietes warning on hig
e^"or hhc most vital arc South to East,

wlmate i.y ' r'hno 'aiinui'cs ''U. v:iny loia flvlng
'• 'm the ha) i.,tt... About this time a l;m-gc

■h' the MfV .O.G. lino T'orth East of IMPRaL,
c lb the LKhRUL, area coiuixi not

■^back
■'obxie

or cod ■ to wi hharae ..

on the ..lYth
S"''t at

M.V.O.C. posts In t}''
Toe .nc'h was

V,
11

ai'd

end the
ri..sro.:ao erstered the P.F.

esally quite.small.
t hi s lia p p e. n s, p 'c for

G.C.l. C'n'trollaa:". Bhould a

ih'-
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hur,; 20

appe^idia: 7

raid enter the P.E
contact;,

area Dei'ore a.ttacKln;' fighters raake
succossiul -interception demands a hirh degree

ei co-operation between the- Sector Ops filter ^^nd G c t
controllei’S. "

The remaining neiaht
when [:he ko;y G.C.I.
Id; RI ih-i Zij iAR,

J •

n tise Imp HAL area was lost
vvas withdrawi;, to

wore nov; chc only source of
„  X. - to their restricted cover, Oos
Room controller; were without.informaticn over large
nortloris of track;-. . ' —b-

,  . , the POth oi April the daphne,se conce.n.invited on
nigh flying tactics, ana interceptions were, i.Q the m-alr.:,
successful, night attacks were .mada, br.it IP-aufighteroj
aeait with the raiders, shooting down one SALLY ot i the
night ol riaren 16th ano. two LILYS on the -night of .3/Ath
April, Gcspite the fi’Ct.that information on tracks was
meagre.w/hen the aircraft were ov:r toe IMPf.-.L VaLLE’'.
This was_d.ue to heavy P.Ei. 'fe common to all stations,”

'■ '■'it the few oosts vvlthin
cte^Valley coma not providn continuous tracking. On the
<-lSv April two L.W. sets wore deployed youth of iMPfllL to
cover somo of tlio bil; . .; areas.

Lowv flying attacks w-ere

cover

station at MOIRmPC
Arm-. G.L. sefs

reliable'heights,

-- fir;;t attemptea on the evonlnr
April when the strip at KrPGL.. was bombed."

me next morning a similar attack was. .aad- on TllLIHaL.
Nothing was seen of these riaders by Riciar but pTlots "wrere
passed by the .&i.v .O.C. posts. This type of attackmras
con-tinuea throughout Kay, very fi..v.- plots belrig

To mee t tl'uosf low; riyli'g attack;’,
te rcc-infroducedi-to. inflict- as much
the ene;

of

received.
* s tep .Gap’ patrols

„  . , - - o.a.mag.- : a;i possible on
formations curing tii-.;ir withdrawal. For this

purpos*;, ^som.’ of the scramMed y:,irc7n.Lft w^ere- c. -t'; .ch-mC
usually ;. ivo groups, a.nd diotailwri. to ;;atrc  l tti. - P- '-Tithern
extremities of the IkPhaL VaLLEI, vnile tae'rest of tin, '
..ofinaiiori procteUea to the tergec. Tin patrolling w„ircraft
rie-w low to their apt.)0ititec area eiid e.itempt;;'d to lnt-;rcei7t
tne raide-rs as tne wore running from the interc-rotoi's in'
the target area, . These patrols line a number of
Lho mosu notable occurred on the 17th of Jum. wlien betweff
111 teen ana t'senty JSin.dtS were iirtercautt i, six of sHIcA
wep. destoyed, four probably destroyed, o.na twai damffdr
Axter this ^particuLLariy heavy defeat no further attempts

*^bc‘ Jppanes ■ to p’ .rovlac air support for th: -'lr
forvmrd trrpis, and from this d:nte tr the m-d of JGLY '='^0
enemy aircraft entered the IapRaL

were mane

Volley.

'Below is a sunma.ry ’of -Radar m-:;:;n.c. laen t: s aurlng the ca wipaign.

. LVi . .1 i. . a
Frc-n.ho. To.

DATE.

62Bi' TIDDM blNG STORi-S 12th. March

0 69 Ta.r-L GEL-J hDNOU L7th ilcrch

3B3 FA.1 GLa Bli -G LTOHES 25tU Aarch

857 MOIHaLG bURI 31st March

YINi HQ

SENJiiM RUbOU

KUMBRIRGRaM 6th April

7th April

21st April

21st April

9ih F<.iy

569 H.W. MPHaL

6170 V'ING .iQ YkRIPOK

6263 BING RQ 8.Y\ 'IMPHAL

393 BING TORES Eh.NGLA
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OVER EASE — lO'/z MlNCi

R/lDikfi. COVER, A] 15.000' A 5.L.
-- KEICIIT COVEIC

l'E.5. TO A.M.E >. 851

I
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at a-'^o
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221 GROUP AKEA
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’•llENDIX: K.
iL

miGHT OE LOME'.S DROPESD m BY PqUADPONSci.j

IvL-RCH-jTJLY inglesr/I'i,

7  (l/iE) Squ;.'.arono 6).9.U0G
)

34 ^7

817,000

1242,000•  .42 ??

60 749.000j

.  82 444,000.
/

84 f
1899,000

J.10 it
1’ 11,000

113 ??
708.000i

0.234.000?

Monthly Total of Bouhs Jrvppeha

March, 1,912,000

2,649,000Apr j.l.

May 1.092,o00}

774,000ane

r aly« l.OG YOOO
f

1,234,000

*

i-
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.APPENDIX 'L’.

advanced landing GPOUKDb.

General VI.AGATE'S Aij’Dorne Special P'e/co personnel made
the ̂initial ianaing ny gliuers ou EhOnDvi'AY - tro hundred miles
inside JaPANEISE occupied EiuRM-A - on t.'ie nic.lr’’ of 5t'h/6th
March, 1944- During the day tiie airstrip v/as cleared with the
use of hulldosers and tractors etc,^ flown in in the gliders^
and on the subsequent .nights tne remainder of the Force was
flown if. and maj.rtained for over tw^o -nonths througliout the
use of B.ROADWAY airstrip.

2. Support for- these operatio.ris was give.ri b .No.221 Group
in the form of : -

(1) Attacks against neighbouring L of C. by
VENGEANCE and KUfmiC.iNE aircraft

(li) Intruder patrols over airfields v..lvicri
might be used against BROADhAV, bv
BEr.u FIGHTERS,

(ill) Fighter cover.

In connection with the latter it was decided to establish
a/Fighter Base at BROADAAY, and on March 12th, six SPITFIRES
of Wo. 81 Squadron, Couiinanded. by Squadron eader r .M. WRITTAMi^RE,
D.F.C., with a small servicing party of Souadron porsonnelR movtCi
to tne Advanced Landing Ground, v'vith Cypher and Radar porsoT-ijel
to establish comrnnnicatlons and set up a Light 1/ya'rni.ng Set.

60,240 lbs. T ' trol, oil, oxygi-ii ana ammun.ltlon 'vei'r flown
in and brough.t up to a pre-a rranged holding fig-urc.

3. From March 12th ~ 14th, Air Coaiuoaore S.F. VINCENT, D.F.C.,
A.F.C., Air Officer Co-mmandl.ng, Wo„ yyi Group visited the
•irstrip. On ■‘■''iarch 13th BROADWAy was attackco. by 30 OSCARS
Army oi) for 50 minutes. The SPITFIRES scrmuii'bled .and claimed

3-0-4 for the loss of one pilot - Sergea.nt C/vMPBBLL and his
aircraft.

Evidence that the location of .BKOADWAA was no'w kno¥;n to the
enemy v/as substantiated on March i6th when 3 SaLLY's w’ith 15
Fighters attacked the airstrip from 5,000 feet. A.P. bombs
were dropped arid, the area strafed. 5 SPITFIRES and 3 P.51*s
scramblod. but made no contact. The strip was undamaged.

Tim., following day - 17th March ~ 4 lEROS with top cover of
8 made a low strafing raid. The plot sOated 3 piiiis so the
Commanding Officer decidod to scramble only 2 SPxTFlh'ES, piloted
by Snuadron Leader IV.M. ’VHITTxAii'iRE D.F.C. and Flying Olpplcer
PEaRT. 3 aircraft tit r aalness were caught on the ground and
were well strafed, Caiitaln McLEAN and Lt. CASSON had remarkable
escapes whilst sittin, j'V.i theli' -cockpits and. were uninsured, but
Flying Officer COULTER was so severely vvourided that, in spite of
3. blood, transfusion, he died l.rter ih hosplt-al. Souadron -^eader
WHITiulORF shot ciow/n an OSCAR, but was hlmsi Lf shot‘doviri in flames.
Flying Officer PEART also shot dow'n an OSCAR and retunigd safely
and later fley><' to No. 81 Squadron base.

Although R.A.F, Radar persoiinel vi'ere operating thC) L.h
it had been sited I'ully out in the open flold by the U.S.R^A.F.
tech.r.ii clans

t.'

it was dentroyr-d Lv a bomb.
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U.S.A.A.F. personnel left on the 22nd‘March, Only one
n.ii.F, Corporo.1 and three B.O.R’s were thus left to operate the
L.W.S. that had 'been flown in.

6.

On the 25th March a repaired SPITFIRE was flown out.
Fliaht Lieutenant ilUXTABLE arrived at BHOADV/AY and .ecane Officer
1/c‘^R.A.F. detachment vice Pilot Officer WOLEE, who returned to
Base. The R.A.F. Party was in three separate sections 

-

RADAR, SERVICXING and SIGNALS.

7.

th March, 6 OSCARS made a strafing .attack on the
The pilot of an iMEMilCAN Light aircraft

cL _)On the

’STRONGHOLD* position.  .
was killed and his passen.ger fata.lly wounded.

the other danaced- SPITFIRE.oarty were repairln

was reported to :.)e proceeding from HOPIN

The servicing

A party of 200 Ja
to attack the ’STR0.NGH0LD ’,

Information was also rf^celved from Headquarters, 3rd Tactical
Air Force that No.221 Group should take over the .control of
A.L.G's in BHRMa from the U.S.A.a.F., who were to leave all equip
ment required, such as electric
A 'R.A.F. CoLiiiiander was to oe appoJ.nted to coimmnd uROaDWaY,
ABERDEEN and PICCaDIIY - the latter two ,^eing other Advanced ^
f-ndine Grounds in BURMA. Mobile Operations Rooms were to ue

set up^at ABERDEEN and BROaDWaY. ^ _ All ^^SraStywPTp to be arranged for com^iunicacions, whilst a servi ing i y

waf to :.e at aBEaDEEN and BROaWVaY for local administration,
maintenance of petrol and stocks and servicing of aircraft.

On March 24th ABERDEEN became 3ervlcea'’:jle and SPITFIIdl
^ rovided at dawn and dusk for DiMCOT'AS landing and

9.

10.

cover V7as

supply dropping.

March S7th Brought' the commencement of second JAPANESE
onslaught, on tl>e 'SraONGH^'. froharifsaults
SSSfhfsIS CtJ—lves^a^ ̂gl^to^us.^
shh^ehpohhSlhhcimrhpMmprovod during the ensuing days.
(F.i.E.) went out to the ^^'^ce SPIiPIiffl and^drain^^^^,^
within range of the JaPij. ' ^^ecessfully during the hours
she battle but some dropped supplie- fnither attacks the
cf darlh^ess. Despite ymMgfbhfrYnS sSfered heby losses.
JAPS failed to peoetry®, the peri.ietor^ana
°3"hThe"rdrBe?i;4o SftheSaS from the tlaln vldlnity of PHOADWaY
after TOKYO had anounced. its annihilation.

11.

o'nh'sfaflhhoS; h iadron U
with Vfarrant Officer BAINEa as Ilying on ro |\Jq .31 Squadron ..
on the 3rd to 6th April to relieve the te"““g llo.
personnel and take over complete char.;e ol rne ai ̂  ^ i
as such.
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The Rad ar L,W.S. was now sited In a spinney and the perimeter
wire and defences were extended to take in this position.
Despite its location in this sparse clump of trees, the L.Yif.S.
operated perfectly ¥/ell and was well camouflaged Dy the trees
and I'jranches.

Conditions of living and operating were improved and
a more pov^erful R/T. set v/as installed v^ith the result that
aircraft were contacted soon after crossing the CHINDWIN river,
whilst with the efficient co-operation of Radar in nights of
lad weather or poor visibility, aircraft vhiich were lost or had
difficulty in finding the airstrip were homed successfully.

13.

14. The R.A.F. Servicing Party corapleted the repair of the
SPITFIRE which was made flyalle with a hole in the fuel tank
allowing only 60 gallons to be carried, 42 bullet holes in the

R/T, no I.F.F. and v.7as flown out by Squadron Leader
y DAKOTA.

fuselage, no
JACOBS, who returned

Besides tiie SPITFIRE, two L.5's and two L.l‘s were
oaired d'y the Dervicing. Par-ty./ ^he latter two aircraft oeing

out by the AIERICAIIS.. who flew in from their Northern ease,
whilst the tvro L.5's /vere flo¥/n on supply drops by two R.A.F.
Officers attached to dl Colum and III Brigade respectively.

IS. About the ..liddle of April two RUi'RlCAtffiS were stationed
at*'ABERDEF'N for direcl; support of the Army and were flown by
Squtdron Leader LANE and Flight Lieuten.mt GILLIES. Unfortunately
Flioht Lieutenkant GILLIES: was shot down on a Tac/Recce a week

later and though his aircraft was found, no trace has ̂ ince been „
seen or heard of the pilot. Squadron Leader LAI®, whilst
flying out to IMPlldL to report to Head quarters No,2^1 Group,
forced landed successfully and was seen to get out of his aircraft
anparently luiinjured. Maps and .-food were later dropped 

to
him. but lie too has not been seen or heard of since.

16. 5

re

taken

j

Several loads of salvaged SPITFIRES spares, a damaged
two CYCLONE engines from a LIITCIELL which had
on BROaDY/aY and had Yjeen aloandoned dy the AMERICiiNS;

17.

PERL IK eng;Lne,
crash l;indc d
were flown out.

Y7IIITE CITY, the road and ra:i.l block at MAY'/LII, was

evacuated on-the night of 9th/l0th May, and AiERDEEK the following
night.

IQ Of the light aircraft, one unfortunately crashed on a

kutcha strip just over the CHINA border^whilst the other was flown
out by Flight Lieutenant LOER of 111 Brigade.

To cover the evacuation, a new road anfl olo^ ®as
north West of BROJlDWaY on the mam YB,BSEi?ht oal?AsThis operation was covered by day and night pairois

■  held successfully for three
of BROaDVJAY Itself which ended

-f n

20.

made

BLACKPOOL, _ ^ .
by BEAUFIGIZEERSj, the blocks being
weeks and covering the evacuation

the night of 12thA3th May.on
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The Radar and W/T sets remained arorkine; x-^ntil tvro .
hours before dauu vd'iea the last ijicojiiir; jiiK^T/. had

been picked up successfully and vais in visu-'l • contact
with the airstrip. The cre-iss then dismantled the
apparatus^ whilst oho othcT' , aircraft naridling crews
loaded the remaining equipment;, phut-pnut refuciJ.ers';
personal hit anc some petrol to ewen the loads. The
last two DIKOTaS C')ntaining Radar and Wireless
equipment;, the Commanding Officer and remainder of
the station pti'scncel \hio had not
off frorii BROnDV’AY at approyimately 03-0 hours.

21. Much valuable ireformation as to adjiiirxisbratioii;,
food and rations was gather-al on this exccllexit
though btief ’''’.olding and w^orking cf what was possibly
the first R.A.F. c.lrfitdd operated behind enemy lines,
and it wns the express.;. opinion of Coloi..-el ROME - .

Commanding Officer of the > STRORGROhD ’ •. pn .the night
of the final fly ork that BROADWAY had l^een operated
su.ccessfully both from the Array's and the- R.e-oF's
point of vlov/.

eai'liei' flew



'l 

h(HTTHL·.1. Tn'J.ALE.=..

~ 1. T. =�( r ,:;os. Lo<:!os. 
. '\ D. ·1u:... ..;S.�:>.• 

:·URCH. 111. 363.-�. 103.
B. �l.. 
b. 

l.iPrtIL. 107. 34•). �,{/. 711 . - 4

r,IAY. 85. 102. 7. 13.

JUI1m . 5ff. 120. 3�' . 41.

JULY. 118. 279. ,..., ") 7. ._;J. 

480. 1234. 238. -

R/S. 
le 13. 

2. '79.

- 21.

2.

3 

G ,\ ,T E B ,1. G 

l1Ll.,:{CH - JULY, 1944. 

�loph- Juildinr.;s. Du 1:ips. 
ants. Bc.sh[.S. Stores. 

�: 
1B.

r i3 • A,. B. .d,o 

,1. 280. 460. 7. 9. 

.3. 9. l.'c:,0,1. � ') � 
t ) f....;J • c. 3.

I� .1. 10'1. 181. 2. 2.

1. 91. 139. 6. 16.

6 1. 143. 16 1. 5. 28.

2. J.OS. lG.16. 1022.1586. 26.58.

Page •••••• 26 
APPEND IX II �T 1 
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B. Probably d0.stroyed.
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DETAILS £Y SNJADPnNR.

Norses.

; Tule s."NT. Bigs.
Be sha s.

Damp s.
Stores.

xBiver

Japs. ' Craft Tanks.
A.S B. xj.

Locos R.S. Elephant s.
^  IL

Bridges.3. 3.Au B.iksL 3. 3i B.H • J±A. ikfi.

1 Sod. 8 71 20 39
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2o 14{

86 16911 ;t
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CilPTUPED EEEItfY T.mS.

Of two nodlioH tanks in THU'TiPIGOEI IEv

ono was iioled througli the front arnout by a
sheil. The shell had x:>enctrated the engine

covfling and had apparently danaged the simp, the oil
from which was lying in the botton of the turret; it
was not possible to assess the full dcmage, but it
was noted that fuel, oil and coolf.nt pipes had been
daciaged. hnother A„Po shell had ua
of the turret,
its further behaviour waa

1631,
40 mri A»P.

ed t.'rough the side
and struck the opposite side lov/ down and

not assessed.

Q
o

c<

2. Several strikes in the bogies by 40 n.ia, H.E.
shell had left the bogies on the left h- nd side
unserviceable. No dariago to the tr-''Ck was observed. The
exhaust pipe was hored in several places by 40 .m.ra. H.E.
shell. Severo.l. holes had been rinde by ,303 in the snail
boxes carried on the side.

3. The other tank did ot show any signs of.
da:’.xage to the main structure but the loft hand bogies
had again been rendered unserviceable by b^itli 40
A.P. and H.E.

11

lu.m.

Owing to the position of these two tanks
relative to surroun' ing trees it had only been possible
for then to be attdeked over an area mid frontal and

left hand ,side,

4.

5. Of the 6 taiixs inspected at NlNCrTHOUlvONG
RK 1333,. one had been oojnpJ jtoly .disintegrated

direct hit with a 500 lb
KIU laiUNOU,
by what was considered to be
bomb,; this particular vehicle was spread over 300 square
yards. The femaining vehicles showed little signs of
damage and appeared to have been abrindoned owing to the

means of exit 1. .ving been blocLed by means of bomb craters.
On the other hand, they ’'ore completely covered in mud

and it v/as impossible to exaraino''them minutely for damage,
40 m.m. A.P. shell was found inside the front portion

of one tank but no entry hole was located.

a

One other tank, a Stev/art, captured by the
enemy was inspected in PHIEi.'J.0Wx IfK 1728
apparently been hit with both ,303 and £J m.m, but
negligible dam.ag:e had resulted; the,, o was also signs of
bomb fragment damage to boxes 0a.rried on the sides, these
again were negligible,

6.

this had
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21 /3//L4 17 Div. BOirMjir r ZjOO .yap'.'a Troi.; o;:!r ov;n
troc^ ov' anclo iridlcs tora,
excellent. 09 lli'di.i xiQfiU■fS^

>9/0/44 PIJXO'-O, Cn .. tared clocui oxte
air ’^tlac

ahov; conbinad
coat the J^'.rb 14 Olfieero

;:X;d 017 0-5]^ kiilod or i/vounded.

0/4/44 LiTXi aroa. ■"sca‘-9d. a^ 4 roportod
vs ry i le p.vy one oip- c -i :m 1 ci 3 0 .
'rioorior.;; able to aGcasb back to

our linos duo boiobirr>

21.

5/Z./A4 PbRLM. desort froLi 0 DIV. >tTu.rinc PURUa
excellent ...ary casi.a.ItieE inf.iict^n;.

11/4/44 G:r“:^rid sources report strike on
j-ing co.r,tour RS.447S at 1200 h.>urs
this a.M. higiily sv^ccessful. Ground
troohs leligVitcu.

13/4/44 3 IbD DIV vis .es to t.nnnk tbc .air
Force for the Vvonderfui suoyort the.?
gave today. The bo.i];s fell just
where they wort- wanted.

17/4/44 /our boubing this 0.0. T.O.T. 0940.
Crouna sources rc^ -ort your be .l iny
a bull. 's eye.

le/4/44. Good show, air a ction res'ulted i?
20 bodies being countee, iuorc coning
in.

'i/6/44 Strike on I 7 If 111 this a.n. ^ as ■
' ci.-so.:.utely first ci? so arti srHtre.rciy

accurate yrv'< as r resu.i.t vlil.aye fell
comparative '! ,:/ easily.

1/6/44 P. t. KOHI Fro.:, ^ener/hL GdOVF.n »
reports air stra.fing

Rye witness
cf Ja? positl-sns

successful.oti’emely accerate aV'

2/6/44 K.t. BlfiHlIiPUH Groun.d sourci. s report your strike
very accurate. Good shov, . The
Divisional Co;.i;aander nays it v/as an
absolute peach.

Ground troops roj, ort ? fter air attack
our troops c/ oturori pos,l,tion for the
loss c^f one ^■oundcd..

Very many ti.iarj\E. First cl/„ss shoot,
brigade veru buckid.

4/6/44 •iV .'r, , b id-b N^' bf

6/6/44 THedAI

/6/44 i bl^DGi.bG10 •xtract from .tetter from RARACiR TE
Bfld/h.;E ’’ it vas poor flying vertrur
end the tai’get must h,-jve Ivion very
hard to locate as it was half in mint
f'X.’ .:iost ea the time. Your ch-eps
come in very low; in order to get it
eccurate.!.'/ in spite of \:hat seciiicd t o
Eio to be a ,1. t of enemy i. ./;. fire and
they diet a most succunsful sd'iow cuin;/
to uamned good ia.ying on their /^crt.

ap; reciate tnis a lot es-tecieily
in this puT'ticu ! or h.r; , yy vy knov/
■'/et i ‘■u' then - vast pi'oL/: hi ■ ' hh/t it
"■ntai'L'm dloeno thank ev r'.d: 'je7^ fr ,
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10/6/44 S.. of MfiO
SONS :1G.

Kerjorts Indicate

Capp
'anv c.;si,:a1.tiea

bonP.in;^ and strafing
a.i.’ea 556/37 very .successful,

Cr' UoO'] .

8/7/ KliODEI

KixOuOli.
Ground souT’ce.s rc y>rt three dir oct
.aits on bu.urcrs^ strafiny excellent,,
./ittac.h very successful.

/7/441 c'-;
.afOK. Troo'DS

kill/d.
Goofj shcvi“

rep
1. L

ort 50 JiJ-'S, oiany anlials
Araniu.ri.it Ion ciirnp destroyed
.: co.iiyratulatJ.ons.

I

15/7/44 aDli Groiind

succ(:;ssful.

shoi , Ide rr
J.aP vvoiincc.:!. for

souree r
1..,'

e])c-ts strike most
V i .'L.'.l. a g e r s w 11 .h

o:..3 ovldenci' had to evacuate'
1/ hours after attack.

ran

V

0.3001/49.
23 IPD DIV.^
23rd lp.r'ii^ 194^^,^Air Co.niinodore S.F

Corud. 1 Group,
'0 O

Vincent, D. P. C. ,a., 1. C.
d. .F.

^ have only just obtaliiod deta.il,s
attac.it on SOKPaO PK.71o4 by 1 PATIx.L..S ol' 1 INI) IPF

assisteo. oy air support of HURRIBOiiiBErS. I sau theO.C° of
ohe bn. ̂ yesteraay and he. told mo hon accurc.te and '-'ffeetTve
uhe_ dinning haa Deen on the Ivohliig of 19th .April and tlie
monnn^ oi ̂ 110 lOtn Api-ll. During the latter attack he was
a,, xi-.' to got hi, men to within .,00 yarns of the objective
bexoro^the enemy ban rt.overca. Vithoih: this accurate air
ippor-x, the objoctlv.:- woiALd not jane-, '■ e.  a tek-n

of.the
Bes

cn •
.J' c

e.

Will yo'i.. pj.oa,sa
to the Snuadionf

one was inAailvod) .
cjonc

con.'ey jay appreciation
or Sauadrons,

4
V

and best thanks
if moro than

.-rr^e ■

^  ThOi 'gh I have written this letter
with. rcu. orenco to ^ono particular ■.ic -non, I should xike to

opportrcilty o.l tliarniing -eou f-'ur the na.nv othe;r
occasions on which your Snuadrohs. . •
aircraft, have helDod
shall be rratefui if
ranks, iric..Luding the grouna staffs,

.to work ail out to ko'-ep th.-^ aircre,ft

take the

includl ig the Tac/R
so c.rX11 cji' ■ i11'v a-nd o''.'fcc 1 v>'i 1 'x.

con v,.ilL
1

convev my .inorcelation to .i^-
ive ind

in tri' air.

ll
vhom I knoy, u.

(sgd) ?T? [{OBERTP,
dlJ-GFW . ,

'COHD.

Ex-bract from DFipyp o"'
■  G.rhP

-  tnc Day is suoci_ 1 7 Lt.
.niCOObES, C. S , D, S “(f i• J.

_ G f nor ,al.
Jlxli n

<. '•-/ 0

!! 4 Corps h..::ve now Aeen flgh'tine
and have not only upset every (,ri£.m7
the ca.putG oi' IMPB.A,h, but have killed about 9I0OO
x'his^figure of a,000 Is no vague cstiiatc-,
compileo .Prom f ..gurus of casual ties p.ctucll
It does n.;t take in.to ;n
fire or by air rictloii ..

for over three m

but it
..'oun

onths
nrcveirtedandalar:

enemy.
Is

ted.
u unt those killed by cntiilory
dor uoes j.t incl.iir‘e enc-my wound ed.
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appendix 'O' .
cni.-iy l i.o'unci ed/

Throughou i: tli'e fight .ng v^e have had first
ratu' air support froja 2fi Group R.a.F. and also from
fir Trans'oert Coimuand.

Our achio-vemants to date are such that ue
I congratulate all ■
they have put up and

ma.y feel justly uroud of them,
ranks on the sterliug performance
on the magnificent fighting solrit ; nd doterraination
they have invariatly shorn."

Telephone oiessage to o..0.C. from G.O.C. 17 IKD DIV,
via 23 .aoA.P.C.

" The G.O.C. ;, 17 DIV. empresses special thanks for the
number of flliRRIBOMBED, sorties flown j.n support of 17 IBB
DIV during the past month and the extreme accuracy of the
bombing. The troops have complete’confidence and feel
quite safe wdth a margin of 200 yards between themsolvos
ana the target.

I

\
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Casualties ^. krcb 19.44 ■- jdly 19A4.

SERVICE ]io. ■ Rj.\nK. FC'IX.DROE.UAaE.

FLYIUG - ENFEY'aCTIOE.

-  u/o.
F/'A
I'/S. ■

^  ¥;/o.
F/S.
F/S.
F/Lt.
F/Lt.
S/Ldr.
P/0.
J/Lt.

J. .16325
139092
155039-3
R. 136437 ■
1339169
653245
15473
c. 015005
102107
163023
A. 4'./3l4S

KILLED.

136SUTLER-V.E.G.
COnLTE.K 3
UAL. FIE J.F.
MAG I LI,. J.H.
IMxLOR K.C.M.
Taylor .a,s,
TROmaS L.D.
VHALtli J.H.
FHITTMOPE L.M. (DFC)
V'^IIJVAHS .i.L.
YOULG .11 M

81
176
Ml
60

176
')

34
31
oa
< A.

615 '

MISSILG.

F/S.
Y. /O.
F/S.
F/Lt.
F/0.
F/Lt

L35i34 BIBEiiU ■ J-.
BOY DEL -f-: . 0.
BRiMDOL
COLaO-flF

■ CHO..SFIELr
D.MIES
DfMCOTT ;. .F
ELLIS
GILiMES
HFRBEFM a.L.
HYD'^
ILLLLF J;a.
JOL'M K.H.R.

■  .K4HHL;DY • F.H.
ME R.JiiM

J.B.
LI . S:. C.

LEVI SLR .K.R.

•4 •

i i. j .

ii.Y.B.

J. 14
T
^ 0

.L.3',

■  7
x.l.'A

cKSi
MbRCOTT

.  5L.
07 11A. 41

145593

t:*
A.

34
982 ,  -111 n

!

136'121577R.
30289
1385688
136727
47317
149096
169440 ' ■
J. 2555
1435125
A. 42012
41028
1387314
IljD/1716
h. 68098
IND/23893
130642

{

123
28I/: S'4-

F/Lt.
F/0.
P/0.

•  • F/0.

Specie! Force
113
615
113

r’ /o 34
F/S.
S/Ldr.
F/S.
F/O.-
Y/0.
P/O.
F/0.
F/Lt.'
P/0. '

615
SpecMal Force-

615
1 (I.A.F) .

5
1 (I.A.F) .ROY ii.

123SXIV ilRT A . ,
TULBETOi: E.G.
DjXrAMOY M.B.

5'J. 4920
7 (I.A.F).IrD/23 ‘•-’M

ILG (Lexleved KFlied) .MI C f •
>w4'

I.a.V).
<F/0.

S:'et.
ILD/-’ 703
ILD/L3318

MM.r-uDF IT , ii.. M.
7BAIL S.

BEPRS 14.0.
BISHOP S.G.
30 YES
BRIM.IF MP.
CAMPBELL .e.V.C.
KaISHaEI M.H.

■  KFFCH O.A.
■  KFLTMiY T.

MaSIH F.S.
■ 'McMILLAF G.R.

J. • VJ o

I. i. .F;..
11150 s /o.

■ r/s.
p /o.
F/0 .
L'/S. ^

■ p/0.
V'/O.
F/O.
p/0.
W/D . .
V /(.-.

1430156
119706
15'y74S
1386500
IND/1815
R. 96261
1642'?
IKD/2453
1371004
751634

11
K
J

20
81

1 (I.A.F).
A /,

61p
1 (I.a.F).

42
84.yatkif; : e.

I'.'
 • J L B

VMUUDLD■

131

FB. 415412
IM . 503s1s
2560
J. 166o8
.1577053
1567648
R. 105^Mb
A. 407420

y538 14;
p/o.
F/S' .
F/0.
F/S. ■
Set.
Y/0.
F/Lt.

DYER
HiAlvl.b.LYH D.H.
McPcLML r.
M cF; i.F.RSl.) L ■ .L. .A. . 3.
mIjfi-
RDSSELL O.E.
YaISOF H.r.
YA.TT
FROST

F.H.

J.

D.

o4.
81

5
28
28
84

615
8

113
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FLYING ON xiCTIVE SE’.RVTnF...

KILLED.

SERVICE NUMBER. HiVNK. ME. SQUADRON.

45063
J. 6962
1339204
IND/178
IND/1748
741974
156018
1337629

F/Lt.
F/S.
F/S.
F/S.
F/O.
F/S.
F/O.
P/S.
S/Ldr.

PANT
MARSEiiLL
STRINGER
RATHI
KHAN . ^.AM.L.
SINCL>iIR-HILL N
STOTHARD C.T.K.
HOGWOOD ’
INGRaM

D.C.L.
K.

ill. S .

A.R.

M.R.B. (

615
615

81
CI.^^.F)
(I.A.F)

9
1

28
615

DFC)
42130051

152

l/VOUNDFID.

:^^^D/1567
I^'D/lb^A
A. 405855

F/Lt.
F/O.
F/S.
F/O.
F/O.
F/O.
F/Q.
Sgt.
F/O.

PINTO
Cri.vC.KO
HILL
COLTON
GHOSE
SaNY,aL
PiiTON
ASHFOLD K.G.
GILLESPIE J.

F.F.
A . F .
H.«

M.M.
P'.N.
P.D.

7 I.A.F}.
I.ii.F) .7

42
11r'D/1740

IND/i6a2
i; .^23832
1393431
7110S5

7 (I.A.F).
1 (l.A.F).

81
1 '-'lOX ^ A.

11

KILLED IN ACTION

A. 413660 W/O. PRITCHARD B.M 60.

NON flying.

KILLED ON CTIVE SERVICE.ii

March 1st to Juli? 31st I9AA.

CRaNSTON
5 Harris

BEVERaGE
B.HRLOW

No.A •

T.J.
T.
H.

97286 ,  LiiC
.5AC j.c.
LiiC

T/Cpl

2943 Squadron,
4430 .a/a Plight.
4430 a/a Flight.
4430 a/a Flight.

1419270
1345855

.  6^8384.

Enrolled I''o.Llow er.

IND/517] /

NANDU ■ 77 R. & R. .iHlRTY .
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Ai4^ENDIX Q,

GROUND ATTACK ON PilLEL AIRFIELD.

At approxinateljL 0100 hours on 4/July/1944 at
the South Dispersal Are^ PALEL sounds were heard by
R.A.F. Regt patrol in the neighbourhood of two Harvards -

one belonging to 113 Squadron and one belonging to 152
Squadron. Ontheir approach there were explosions in the

t\7o Haryards, and in two Hurricanes on the opposite side
of the taxi track. They saw some men run away in the
darkness and fired on them and followed-.

In the meantime, more numbers of the enemy patrol
took advantage of the disturbance and came in behind the

R,.A.F. Regt patrol, and placed their bombs in three
Spitfires, making off immediately into the darkness to

the south. These were also fired at by the Bofors gun crew
on the top of the pimple, but apparently without success.
This Bofors gun crew had failed to see or hear anyone
approach, but this was no doubt due to the fact that our
own 5.5 and 25 pounder guns were firing at the time, less #
tlian half a mile away to the South.

There is no doubt that the enemy took full advantage
of this gun fire to cover their movements, and were
fr’-'i.llar with the position of the aircraft, and also with
the general layout of the aircraft themselves, as the
bombs (which appear to have been designed for blast only
as no metal pieves were found at all) were placed in air
intakes, fronts of radiators and in the back locker of one
Harvard, and had apparently only a short delay action,

d bomb was thrown into a ¥;orkshop basha, but without
doing any harm than bulging out the wall and making a hole
in the floor. This was probably thrown thinking that
airmen might be sleeping thefein,

A Bangalore Torpedo was found near one of the
Spitfires and vjas doubtless brought to blow a hole in the

barb wire. The barb wire was only thin, however, and had
been out under the noise cover of the gun fire.

2.

3.

4.

5.

•  The patrol was estimated to be between 10 and 20
strong, and ran away into the darkness to the south, then
turned east to re-entry in the hills, and climbed up the
hill into the trees. This area .,vshs-. ’ combed out t  ■ .
by Indian troops and R.A.F, Regt., with no success
other than signs that the enemy had gone that way.

6.

•  /

personnel casualties.7. There were no

Weather was overcast cloud, but not piteih dark8.

and not raining




