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ATR OPERATIONS IN BURMA AND THE BAY OF BENGAL

...............
---------------------- -
.......

SPRING, 1942

-----------

INTRODUCTION

1 Tre following is a report on the air operations carried out by a
small Allied Air Force (American Volunteer Group, Royal Air Force and Indian
Air Force) against the Japanese Air Force in Burma and the B, of Bengal and
the subsequent movement of the R.A.F. cnd I.A.F. to India whence operations
against the Japanese continue. ’

2. In reading this Despatch the following chronclogical summary may
be of assistance:-

1941 Dec. 9th War declared by Jupan.

Dec. 23rd otruggle for air superiority over Ru joon commenced.
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18th  Mergui and Tivoy svacuated.

Jor, 29th  Japanese thrust through Tenasserim towards Rangoon
commnced.

Feb, 15th Singepore fell.

Feb, 25th  Last Japanese effort failed to establish air
superiority over Rangoon.

M.rch Tth  Demolitions at Rengoon commenced, Rangoon evacuated
and Gensral Alexander's Army commenced withdrawal
up Prome Road,

Morch 218t Japanese inflicted severe reverse on R.A.F. Win.
at M:xwe.

April 12th Air operations based in Irdic and Assam in support
of the Army commenced.

Mey 20th General Alexander's Army withdrawn to India and
Air operations against the enemy in Burma continue.

3 On the 12th December, 1941, I was informed by the Air Minigtry that
I was to take over Command of the Air Forces in Burma. It was proposed to
reinforce Burma with a force of 4 Fi ‘hter Sguadrons, 6 Bomber Squadrons and

1 G.R. Squadron with the object of making a front in Burma should the
Japanese campaign against Malaya prove successful., On the 14th December I
left England., I met the Commander-in-Chief in India, General Sir Archibald
Wavell, and the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Air Marshal Sir Patrick
Playfair, on the 28th December in Delhi, where the land and air situations
were explained to me.

PART I - AIR SITUATION ON MY ARRIVAL IN BURMA AND
CONSEQUENT REQUEST FOR REINFORCEMENT

4, On the 1st Jonucry, 1942, I flew to Rangoon to take over command
from Group Captain E. R. Munning. He met me st Mingaladon aerodrome and I
proceseded to Group Headquarters. It was necessary to make an appreciation
of the air situation as a first step.
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B During the first soven days of Jenuery I visited the airfields in Burma,
tho Station, Squadron and Detechment Commanders end met the Hilitary and Uivil
Authorities. The Governor of Burme was H,E. Sir Ruginald Dormen Smith, G.B.BE.,
the hrmy in Burma was under the command of Licutonant-General T. J. Hutton, GaBals
i.4Gey while the Scnior Naval Officer ot Rangoon was Commodore C, Graham, R.N. -
Commodore Burma Coast - who succesdod Capt. J. Hallett, R.N., up to that time
H.0.T.C. Rangoon,

e I found thet the air garrison of the country compriscd 1 Squadron of the
Amorican Volurtoer Group, armed with P.40's at a strength of 21 I.E. based at
Mingaladon, No. 67 R.&.F. Buffalo Squedror of & strength of about 16 airoraft, =lso
basod &t this Scctor Stution, and a few obsolste airereft of No, & Indian Flight
based at Houlmsin. Apart from the personnel of 60 Squadron - whose aireraft had
buen rotained in Malaya = und the Communicotion Flight equipped with aircraft of
the lioth type belonging to the Burma Voluntcer Air Force, therc wes at that time

no Purther flying units in the country. Reinforeing aireraft for tho Far Easgt
worc, however, flying through Burma to Malaya and tho Dutch Eaet Indies.

Ta The American Voluntoer Group, whese primary role was the defonce of
tho Burma Road, under the command of General (then Colonel) C. L. Chennsult,
was based et Kunming, A Squadron of thy &£,V.G. had boen detached by the
Genoralissimo Chiang Kni-Shok for the defence of the Port of Rangoon; the only
port through which supplies for China could be passcd,

B. Control of the R.A.F, in Burmz had becn somowhat chequered. Up to the
15th December, 1941, it was orgamscd as Burgroup - later 221 Group - under
A,0.C. For Bast. On the 15th Decembor, 1941, this Group was transferrecd to the
command of the C,-in-C. India. Almost immediately after my errival in Burma,

221 Group bocems Norgroup under the command of General Bir Archibald Wevell,
Suprome Commander South-Western Pacific Commmrd, 1o whom Air Harshal (now Air
Chicf Marshal) Sir Richerd Pairsc was Chief of the Air Staff and Commander of tho
Gombined Air Forcos. ior ndministration Norgroup remain cd under C.-in-C, India,

9, Airfield lay-out snd toposrsphy. Geographiceily, Burme is 2
cul=de-sac with a long tongue of jungle cscarpreni reaching Sowth from Iioulmein
o Victoria Point. The Porit of Rungoon thercfcre provided the only means of
maintaining =n Air Forco in Burme, since on the West Burma is cut off from India
by the dense jungle oscarpuments of tho Aralan Yomns, in the Horth by the Nega
Hills, in the East by the Kerennl Hills, while the Pegr Yomasz, a mountain range,
divides the weters of tho Sitteng and the Irraweddy which flow almost their
entire distanco through Burma to Rangoon and the Gulf of kartaban, Thus thers
wora two Vulleys in which airficlds could be mado.

10, The main line of airfislds ran frowm Viétoria Point io Moulmein, to
Rangoon and iingaladon and then up the Valley of tho Sitiang through Toungoo to
thu Bast, through Heho 2aé Memsang and up te Lashio ir the North, a total
distence of some 800 miles. The lay-out and dovelopment of airficlds is shown
in Diagram attached - Appondix "&" (Burme Acrodromgs). This linc of serodromes
faced tho enemy air force based in Thailand and beczusg the territory to the Eost
and Soulk Best of this lineg of air bases wes mountainous country covered by
jungle, througn which therc were few if any communications, it followed that
situated here adeguate R.D.F, and tclephone warning of the approach of ensmy
aireraft attompting to attack our bases was impossiblc. Had Toungoo, Heho and
Nomsang besn situsted with their atteondant satellites in the Irrawaddy Valley,
warning would hzve been possible and setisfactory as long as the communications
in the Sittang Valley remained in our hande, This fact grevely influcnced the
air campaign.

114 In general, the serodrome dovelopment and construction undertaken on
behalf of the Far East Command by tho Government in Burme showsd en extremely
good state of affairs Tndead, remarkeble, All airfields had one or two all-
woathor runweys £it for modern airerait of the heaviest type, Accommodation for
personnel, F.0.L. erd bombs &nd smmunition were available and all-weathor
satollitos wore provided for most sdrficlds. Sce Appendices "B,IM and "E,ILI".
Moreover, &t this tinme of the ysar the paddy fields were hard and, providcd
labour was available, a runway suiteble for fighter or bomber aircraft could be
proparcd in a week. Thus airficld accommodstion for & considerable air force
was available in Burme. The weakmess of the lay-out, however, was, as already
stated, that the four mein sirficlds botween Toungoo and Lashio (inclusive) had
little or no warning,
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12, State of Warning of Air aAttacks, It wrs hoped, however, to develop
our telephcne syster in the Karenni Hills and the Valley of the Salween, and
with R.D.F. to bring warning to a2 state where it would be practicable tc baseo
bembers and fighters at a2ll these airfields. e asked Indiz for the necassary
equiprient and personnel, including a W/T. screen of 35 posts,

3 Airfield Accormiodaticn. Censequently, from the point of view of
airfields, there was ncthing to prevent the recoption of considerable
reinforcements as long as we held Rangoon,

14, As regards comrunications, a reod telephone system conngeted 211 our
airfields, while peint-to-point wireless wes in course of being put in to parent
Stations,

15, Burma Observer Gorps. I feund the Burra Observer Corps under the
coirand of Mojor Taylor to be, over the srea covered, an efficient warning
system. As lons as rmin centres of cermmnications and telephone lines were not
closely threatensd by land attack the systen functicned devotedly and
satisfactorily, The lay-out of the Observer Gorps is ettached, marked
Appendix g,

16, In respect of aerocdrome defence I found that outlying Stotion
2irfislds such as Tavoy and Mergui had garriscns while detachments of troops for
land defence and enti-sabotage precauticns hed been provided at cecupied
eirfields,

17. seh, Dofence. 4.4, defonce was weak, with an initial strength of but
one battery of locally raised troops, whese equipment had only arrived st the
end of December, 1941. The leter arrival of British and Indian light and heavy
batieries rendersd it possible to organise o wesk scnle of defence for the
importent vital points, #lthough the A.h, defence ¢id yeormn service they were
never in sufficient strength to provide adequate defence for 2ll the vital
peints and areas - let alcne our airfields. Except for a weck airfield
detachmgnt the A.h. Artillery wes deployed in defence of vital points in
Rangoon and of our troops so that some cover against enery bomb attacks in
forward areas could be provided. Letor during the withdrawal they provided such
close protection as was practicable for our columns, Genersl Alexander has
rerarked upom this phnse of the operations in his Despatch,

i8. L.h.k, - Defgnce. For dight autoratic defence against low-flying
aircraft, detachments of the B.a,F., each equipped with 10 to 12 ,5 Browning
machine guns on A,A. mountings, were stationed at Mirgaladon and Zeyatkwin and
later ot Magwe, They were rmanned entirely by Burriese personnel mainly of the
12th Burma Rifles. Their treining was of necessity hurried and their nurbers
WaTre generally much under strength, Elements of the R.A.F. regiment arrived too
late tc be of ruech service althouzh they were in mction at Akyab.

19, Headquarters' Staff. The position as regards Headquarters and Station
S5taffs wes not good. Only o nucleus H.Q. staff existed and Hingaladon was the
only airfield having a Station H.Q. All cther airfields had care and maintenance
parties.

20, A store holding unit ang en explosives depot existed but there was no
repair orgenisstion,

Air Apprecistiom - Strength of the Lir Force in Burms

21, On the 14th January I ciomplsted my appreciation of the situstion, Ccpies
of thie paper were forwarded te Hieadquartors, ABDA Corrend, Indis and the Airp
Ministry. The object of this papier was to appreciate the likelihood of a
determined attack being made by Jigpan on Burmu and from this to deduce the forn
and scale of eir attack; and thus the fighter force necessery tc secure cur
interests against this sttack and the bomber counter-offensive foree that would
2lso be necessary. A copy of thiie appreciation is nttached marked Appendix "D",
From this it will be noted that I considered that the Japanese Air Force would
attempt a "knock-out" blow apninstt Rangoon in the event of the fall of

Singapore and that the scale of atttack micht reach as ruch ns 600 aircraft a day
at maxirun intensity,
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22, Lir Defence. The air defence systom neccssery to secure our interests
in Burme agninst an attack of this kind required that the fighter force should
be on 4 14 Squadron basis - 9 beyond the 5 Squadrons already on programme.
(These 5 Squadrons were 67 Squadron and the 4 Squadrons of 267 Wing, which had
been alleecated in tho first place to India for Burma - Trooper's telegren

57543 of 12.12.41,) Onc of thesc Squadrons - 232 Fighter Squadron - was later
diverted from Burm:. The fact that tho Eurricane force comprised only 3 (which
only reached = strength of 2 Squadrons) instead of 4 Squadrons during the
initial phase of the campmign, had & scrious effecct on the oparations.

23, Further hoavy and light 4,4, Artillery vwes necessary togethor with a
Balloon defence for the City and Port of Rangoon. lore R.D.F., G.C.I. and
Obscrver Corps and W/T. posts were required for strengthening the warning
systom,

24, Bomber Counter-offensive. As regards the Bomber offensive, I
considered that the 7 Squadrons on programme would be sufficient (i.z. 60
Squadron already in Burma plus 6 reinforcing Blonheim Squadrons promised from
the Middle Eas* - Trocper's telegram 58315 of 16.12.41) until vigorous sttacks
ageinst Japan from bases in China become necossary.

25. Socurity of Sesu Communicetions. The 1 Hudson Squedron on

programme, provided we had a foree of 2 Torpcdo Bombor Squadrons to c=ll on at
seven days' notice would, I considercd - together with the Bomber force - go

a2 long way to secure our line of sco communications from attack by Jepanesc

war vessels in the lNorthern portion of the Bay of Bengal and the Gulf of
Marteban. Apart from one or two petrol eraft therc were none of H.l. ships
prescnt in thesc waters. Thus the burden of anti-submerine protection,
anti-bomber sccurity and the attack of cncuy surface vesscls in the Boy and ths
Gulf would rest for some tirme on ths Bombor, G.R. and Fighter cirereft of my
conmend.

26 . RBeinforcement requested. After sgrecment in the Joint Commanders'
Sub-Committee T accordingly tclegrephed LBDA Comrand and the Air Ministry
requesting reinforcoments to the scole (4.418 of 18/1) rccormmended in my
appreciation. On the 20th January ABDA Cormiand (00186 of 20/1) informed

the Air Ministry that while the reinforcements askod for werc undoubtedly
required, it was not known whether they would have to be found from the
aireraft allotted to the South Pacific theatre. The full position was ssked
before sgrecment to allocatc from the totzl pool wes poseible - since the need
in the Southern inlayan theatre was more immedinte then that in Burma.

27. Proposals for irmodinte Fighter reinforcement. On the 2nd February
the Deputy Chief of the Air Staff telegraphed the Air Ministry's proposzls for
reinforcements for Burma in the immcdizte futurc (Webber W.446 of 2/2), This
approved an immediaste reinforcement of 2 further Hurricane Squadrons, bringing
tho programme to 6 Hurricane Squadrons in all, but sssumed that we should be
eble to re-equip 67 Squadron with Hurricenss. Thers were never enough
Hurricanes to do that, After the fall of Singapere on February 15th the
Chiefs of Staff diverted these 2 Squadrons (30 znd 261 Fighter Squadrons) to
Goylon. Thus the total Fightor force actnpally availsble throughout the sir
canpaigh in Burma was roduced to 3 Hurricane Squadrons.

28, Initial FEguipment of Hurricone Squadrons end the Hurricane Flow. The
inability adequat:ly to cquip our Squadrons with Hurricanes and to maintain them
during air action had a serious effcct on the sir campaign, For oxample, it led
to a situation in which it was only possible for 6 Hurricane II's to take the
air gsgeinst the first heevy attack on our zir bese ot Magwe on 21st karch - and
cxeept for 1 airercft every Hurriecans II in the Cormand waes present at i=zgwe on
that day.

29, The requirement initially to equip 17, 135 and 136 and to re-equip

67 Squadron was a total of 80 Hurricanes {i.c. 16 I.E. plus 4 I.R. per Squadron).
Additionally, = flow of at lenst 24 per month wes necossary to nect minioun war
westage. Therefore over the campeign which lasted threc months, the total
requirement was at le=st 128, During t his period & considersble mumber of our
Hurricanss due for Burma wore diverted to Singupors. Thus of this total
requirenent only a2 propertion errived. in Burns and of these a number were
obsolescent, worn-out Hurricane Titian
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30, Hurric.r: Effort, OConsequently the maximum nusber of Hurrieorss
reached in action with the enery was ebout 30 Hirric.res, i.e. the equivalent
of 2 instesd of 4 Squi.crons. This strencth, moreover, fell sway rapidly due to
lack of reinforcing sireraf't, proper operaticnal facilities and absence eof
spares, and was on 1lth Fobre ry 15 serviceable Huryic:incs, and on 5th M.reh
only 6 (Graph showing operational efiort Aprendix “F").

31, laintenance, Spares end Tocl Situation. Wity the exception of 2
Hurriesne "preck-ups", no spares for the Hurriccne 1I's .rrived in the country
before the fall of Rin-von, OConscquently, aireraft becoming unserviceable for
inck of small parts remained so unless raquirenents could be provided from the
canibalisation of other unserviceable aireraft. Thers .wv o grect shortage of
tools and rotol kits, while the lack of air screw blades was serious.
Mercover, since the equipment of our R.5,Us, and ~.5.Fs. di¢ not arrive before
the fall of R.n-oer, there was no proper organisation for the repair and
salvage of sireraft, Thic frcior exercised 2 considerable influence on our
small fighter force and contributed towards the critical shortage of
servicecable Hurricanes at o -0z un the 21st Lirch.

32, h.V.G. Mintcnance. Tho AJV.G. Squidron at Rorecn usually had 21
P,40 aircraft of which about 15 would be serviceable, ILotur in Herek this
fizure fell to 10 or 7. But lerc <~rin the shortage of replacement aircraft,

spares, and proper maintenance for the A,V.G. roduced the effort available.
Tre rointenance crews of tha A.V.G. (id rei-rkable work in maintaining their
aircraft, ofter under bombing attack. Au ths 4£.V.G. ucrc skhort of trained
personnel, R.A.F. pernonnel were atteched to them,

23, RBorbers. As recards Be bums, the DJ.CJA.S.'e tolerren indicated that
of the 7 Squirrons promised, we should only have 3 in the irmediate Puture.
This ~ssumed that Blerh-ims wonld be svailable to equip 60 Squidron, There
wars never enough Blenicirs to do thet. The uirersft, rersonnel und "nock=up"
of 113 Squadron arrived in January and early Februery. The aircraft of &5
Squadron (Blenheim) also arrived but wers unaccorpanied by personnel or
"oack-up". There was a great shortage of tocls and spares. Additionally, the
R.5."'. and 4,5,F. organisation did not arrive in time, Consequently, the
average daily bomber effort of the combined Blenheim force stood at about 6
aircraft & day. Thus throughout the cempeign, we had the equivalent of one
Borber Squadron available for operations instead of 7. (Graph of

operational effort - Appendix "F".)

34, General Reconnaissance., In respect of G.R. aircraft, No. & Indian
Flight equipped with Wapiti and Audax aircraft crrived in Burma at the end of
December., This was later replaced by No. 3 Indian Flight which was armed with
an I.E. of & Blenheim I's., After the fall of Singapore, 139 Squadron en route
for Jeve was held up in Burma and, equipped with Hudsons commencing at & L.E.,
undertook our G.R. requirements., Thers wers no personnel or Squadron equipment
end the Hudsons were meintained by No. 3 and No, 4 Indian Flights.

35. Army Co-gperation. 2 Squadrons armed with Lysanders, KNo. 1 Indian
A,C. Squadron and No. 28 A.C. Squadron, were made available for operations in
Burma.

36. Constant reguests were made for the re-equipment of thess Squadrons
with modern eireraft. The mohawks, however, were not aveilable and the Lysanders
were retained until the Squadrons returned to India,

37. I.dian Air Force. Tic units of the Indian Air Force referred to above
proved their war sfficiency and gallantry on nctive service for the first time
in their history. Ir addition to a number of tactical reconnaissances, No, 1
Indian Squadron't Lysanders provided 41 bomber sorties against enemy aerodromes
and direct support targets. The standard of accuracy achisved in bocbing was
satisfectory. No Lysanders wore shot down by enemy fighters. The G.R.

aircraft and, in particular the Blenheim I's of Mo, 3 Flight, carriec out 2
considerable number of recornaissances in the Preparis Channel and the Gulf of
Martaban.

38. P.R.U. Up to half-way through J:ruary there were a few Buffifaloes in
67 Squadron witn the necessary range. They undertock long reconnaissance. When
these were finished we were without long reconmnaissence until in the first week
of Fcbruary 2 P.R.U. Hurricanes on route for Java romained in Burma, These were
attsched to Hurricane Squadrons and met our P.R.U. requirements on arn outline
basis only.
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39, Belloons. An zdvanesd party of 274 Balloon Wing arrived end
recomaissance of sites commenced. The Balloon Wing, which was diverted from
Besro, did not zrrive in time snd, in c.onsegquenco, balloon defence wos not
oyailzble,

40. R.D.F. Warning. Of,the considerable programme of R.D.F. in Burme

(2 chain stations 2 C.0.L. 2nd/G.C.I.) only onc C.0,L. sct was in the country,
the balznce not having errived. This one was ot Loulmein, but its zre of
obzervation therc was ineffective., It wes therefore mowved out for the defence
of Rengoon., It was leter moved to Magws. MNo spares of any kind existaed for
this sct but loenl arrengemcnts were possible to keop it in action until it
leit Rengoon, Tho lack of adoquate R.D.F. cjuipuent of the W.R.U. or Chain
Stetion and C.0.L. type exerted & criticzl influence on the zir battle in
Burina, einco sarly worning of low flying fighter atteck and high flying
borber ctteck was an essentizl quality of successful air operations, Without
such warning an oir force inferior in nucbers - as ours constantly was - faced
annihilation as indecd later happened ot Magwe.

41, To summarize under this headingt Of the Air Ministry programme of

6 Fighter Squadrons, 7 Borber Squadrons, 2 4.C. Squadrons snd 1 G.R. Squadron
for the defence of Burma, for verious reascns - principely that of tiwe - only
the mixed cguivaelent of 2 Fighter Squadrons, 1 Bomber Squadren, 2 A.0.
Squtdrons and one-third G.R. Squedron joined action with the encry in the
campaign. Of T R.D.F. Stations only 1 existed.

&

42, As rogerds other units, the following arrived:-
H.3. 267 (Fighter) Wing

Wo. 60 R.5.1,

No. 39 A.5.F.

lo. T 5., and T. Golumn
No,208 A.1.E.5,

The R.5.U. and 4.5.F. haed no equipnent and the A.1.2Z.S. crrived so late that it
was turncd round at Rongeoon, sited to defend Akyab, ond finally withdrew to
Calcutta whers for many criticel wecks it remained our primery moans of werning
for overscn attack.

. Personnel for Group H.9. Staff graduslly arrived end Station H.Qs.
Zayatkwin, Toungeoo and Mapws wers forbed.

CO=-0FERATION

&d., Co-operation betweun the Services. As rogards the co-operation between
the four Services, I have to record that Sir Reginald Dorman Soith, H.E, the
Governor, was always recdy to assist me with wise advice and his Government my
scrvice with active and encrgetic help so long as was practicabls.

45, Genorel Hutton's Headquarters snd mine lay closc together =i Rangoon,
I gratefully record the good feecling and understanding he extended to the R.a.F.
which rnde possible closs co-operation. ¥e usually met cach morning and avoning
to review the situation and to magrec z2ction., At those meetings there wes én
interchonge of important telegroms which had been roceived or despatched by us.
The same cordial relations continued when Goneral Alexander tock over or the 5th
tlzreh.

46, Our co-opsration with Cormodore Grahzm, R.K., =nd garlier Capt.
Hallectt, R.N., was all thet covld bs desired. Although there worc none of H.K.
ships pressnt in the closc defence of Rengoon ard Tennsserin, thera were meny
meritine tosks to be underizken from day to day by aircraft and the few patreol
eraoft that were evaileble.

7. Co-operation with 4.V,6. and the American hir Force. I tock the
eerliest opportunity of neeting Colonel (now Brigadier-Gencrel) Chennzult in
Kuming on the 31st January. &t this mceting we discussed and agrocd tha
principles on which the 4.V.G. Squadr on in Burme would be used in air battle,
As nlwsys, his primory requirement wa.s good worning, He was quite clenr that
if T wos unabls to provide this for tiho &.V.G. the Squadron would have to be
withdrzwn to Chins. T hmve to record my sppreciction of the wey in which
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Gonoral Chennault whole-heartedly mintcined the Squadron at the highest
prochicetlc level in pilots .ud P.40's from his fast dwindling resources in
China, On tho 18th Jenuery so bad were these that he issued instructions for
the Squadron to be withdrawn to China. The Suprene Commander was informed and
the Genoralissinio Chiang Kai-Shek, after the represcntations of the corbined
Chiefs of Staff, agreed to the retention of the 4.V.G. in the defence of Rangoon,
Elsewherc I have rermrked upon the adrirable gallantry and fighting character-
istics of the 3 Pursuit Sguadrons of the 4A.V.G, - who fought over Rangocn in
turn = 2n admiration folt nct conly by the R.a.F. but by the Lrmy also. The
co-operation between the L.V.G, and the Hurricones was close and cordiel.

&8, Whon bombing operzticns in Burra were later carried out from India,
a smell force of hperican Army Lir Corps long range bombers closely co-operated.

. Co-operation with the Chinese. I took the first opportunity of
giting the Gensrzlissino, Chiang Kei-Shek, on the 30th January., The
Generalissimo very kindly gove me @n interview on this dey st which he premised
to maintein 1 Squadron of the A.V.G. in the defence of Rangoon as long as this
was possible, It is o matter of great regret to the R.A.F. that towards the
ond of the campaign in Burma it was impracticable on account of shortage of
uirnr%ft end the effect of tho =zir bettls for the R.a.F. to give =dequate
support to the Chinese Armies dcployed in Burma.

49
vi

PART II - STRENGTH AND EQUIFLENT OF THE JAPANESE
ATR FORCE ENGAGED IN BURMA

504 Enery Air Effort. In the opening stages, from the 1st January
onwerds, P.R.U. reconnzissance and inforrmtion from other sources put the
enenmy air force within close renge at 150 plus, bomber and figators - an
effort of (sey) 100 plus. They werc disposed as follows:-

Prachaub Girikhan aTuiy 10

lesoht ) i
T&k } " aw LR E‘D
Bﬂngkﬂk ] e TO +
Lampang

ai Wi 30 +

Chiengmai ) (See Map - Appendix "G")

Our effort on the 31st Januzry was 3b plus,

51, Reinforcement of the cnemy air force took plece during February. The
strength of the enemy =ir force which joined action with us rose to 200 plus -
an effort of {say) 140 plus - disposed at:-

Bhisanuloke ... ey 20 +
Bangkok S o 30 *
ﬂﬂgﬂrﬁ SEWEAN Jaw =aa ED +
Tak and Hﬁsﬂht . aaa 20 +
Moulrein Shie e 30

Chiengmai ko bew a0 +
Lenpeng e S 0 +

Our effort on February 14th was 53 plus,
52, Singepore fell on the 15th Februsry and Rongeon on the Tth March.

During this period and up to the 21st March the oneny had ageain brought up
reinforcements, bringing his tetal air force, based largely on our eirfields in
the Rongoon ares South of Tharraweddy and Toungoeo, to 400 plus = an effort of
(say) 260 plus., This wes the opinion of the Intelligence staff ot Burwing.

I considered it on the high sida.

h3:, Some corroboration for this, however, is provided by the fact that
intelligence from Ching and other scurces has since indicctod the presence in
Burme end Thailand of some 14 sir reciments of the Japanese Army Air Force.
This would comprise & forece of 420 to 500 plus aircraft.

Our total effort on liarch 2isi when the Megwo action cormenced was &2, of
which 14 wers =t Lkyzb,
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5é&. dapanesg Fichter esquipment. Of Japanese fighter equipment there were
three types: the Army 97 with a fixed undercarriage; the Army 0.1 (an Army 97
with slightly improved performance ard a retractable vnderearriage) and the
laval "O" fizhter. The former two were manceuvrable with a top speed of 270
miles an hour at 15,000 feet and 2 climb of 2,500 feet per minute. Armament
consisted of 2 machine guns, No self-sealing tanks and no armour were fitted.
Similarly, the Navy "0" had neither armcur nor self-sealing tanks, It had,
however, two 20 millimetre rachine puns in additicn to 2 machine guns of the
Vickers' type. Trig sireraft was much superior in performance to the Army 97,
having a top speed of 315 miles an hour at 10,000 feot, 2 good climb and good
panceuvrability. It was, however, slightly inferiocr to the F.40 and ths
Hurricane II, particularly st medium hcights. At heights above 20,000 fest
the Hurricane II was definitely superior.

55. All three types were convertible to long range fighters with a
radius of over 500 miles. Two jettisonable petrol tanks were fitted., Evon
without such tanks both types were superior in range to our short range
interceptor fighter, having a redius of action of over 250 miles instead of
the 135 miles of the Hurricane II.

56, J: pancsc Beomber equipment. Ir respect of bombers, the Army 97 heavy
bomber was mostly employed. It had o cruising speed of about 200 miles an
hour, 2 radius of action of 700 nmiles and a service ceiling of 25,000 feat,
With a full load of petrol its lift was 1% tons of bombs - a formidable
bomber, Irdeed such range and bomb lift placed grect flexibility in the hands
of the enemy air cormand, This typc wes used fordey bombing and occasionally
for night bombing operaticns, and hed a crew of 7., No self-sealing tenks nor
armour were fitted.

57. although air fighting frequently took place over scrub or Jungle
country, 32 crashed enemy fighters znd bombers were located on the ground up to
the fall of Rur: ¢»n, Techrical examination of thess - although meny were burnt
or otherwise destroyed beycnd recognition - established the quality of
equipment sbout which little was previcusly known,

58, Effect of scuipment. Thus the enemy with their long range fighters
were able to reach out over great distances and to destroy our first line
aireraft on the ground. Therc verc decisive instances of this kind in the

11l yn ecampaign. Corsequently unless eirfislds, both for bombers and fighters,
had a good werning system - i.e, & time warninz the equivalent of et least 50
miles - the enemy fighters, achieving surprisc, would come in and by deliberate
low flying atiacks and good shooting could be relied upon to ceuse great

damage to first line aireraft, if not indeed to destroy them all. This Zcri: of
attack could well bs met by a good cround defence, including an edequate number
of Bufors (predictor controlled), cutomatic weapons and P.A,C., but in the
campaign in Bur 2 we were extremely week in these forms of defencs.

59, AE rcrarcs bowbers, such range and bomb 1ift geve the enemy a wide
choice in the selection of chbjectives and great flexibility. If v:rrine: of

such attacks, particularly those cerried out at hizh altitude, wes not adequate,
2 bomb 1lift of considerable weight, eccurately zimed, could be expected on the
objective., Operating in formetions of not less than 27, such a pattern of soms
27 tons of small light A.P, :nd H.E. bombs causes grect damage to first line
eireraft and P,0.L., even though dispersal and anti-blast pretection has bsen
provided. If such protection is not provided results may wsll be decisive and
the provision of such protection requires time and labour - two needs that in
the hurried rcvement of war may not be aveilable.

60. Comparison of Air squipment. Trus we were much inferior to the
enemyj in the first place in numbers, in the second plece in the wvital factor
of restricted range in our fizhters, in ths third plece range, bomb lift and
speed of our bombers. The enemy, on the other hand, suffered the grave
disadvantecge of not having armour and self-senling tanks, both characteristics
of all our types, while from the point of view of the air battla, the
Hurricane IT wes 2 much superior fighter tu the Army 97, slightly superior to
the Naval "0" znd quite decisive ezainst such ill-defonded bermbers as the Army
97, The P,40 was comparable to the Hurricane II, particularly in medium
altitude fighting. '7ith its fine clean dive and armament of .,5's it could be
relied upon to do as much damege or more to the gneny than the Hurricane II =
especially as the air battle usunlly tock place at medium altitude heights
below 19,000 foet,

SR



61. As regerds bombers, the Blenheim with its power-operated turet gave
a good account of itself againet enemy fighters - only on one occasion was &
Blenheim known to be shot down by enemy fighters, This, however, was mostly
due to the provision of fighter escort to bombing raids or careful routeing
which would give the bomber formation the best chance of avoiding enemy
fighter interception.,

62, Conclusion. To sum up on equipment, fighter for fighter we were
superior and it was only wher heavily outnumbered, and without warning &and
proper airfield facilities, thet the enemy were able to get a decision, Their
bombers were "easy meat" for our fighters if interception took place, while
our bombers were satisfactory for their task, though light on range and much
inferior to the enemy in bomb 1lift and numbers.

PART IIT - THE AIR SUPERIORITY BATTLE CVER RANGOON

63. Situation. From the encounter attack carried out by the Japanese air
force on the 23rd December against Rangoon and the second attack which followed
48 hours afterwards, in which the bomber formtion on both occasions numbered
between 70 and 80, with escort of some 30 fighters, it was obvious to me that I
hed mgainst me at close range a Japanese air force of gbout 150 plus. 4

severe set back had been inflicted on the enemy in these two attacks by the
P.40's of the A.V.G. and the Buffaloes of 67 Squadron and not less than 36
enemy first-line bombers and fighters were claimed as destroyed on these two
deys. The situation, therefore, that faced me on my arrival on Januery lst

wes that I must with my small but growing fighter force defend the base
facilities at Rangoon, the docks, the convoys arriving and departing and the
air bases at Mingaladon and Zayatkwin., If these could be preserved from a
damaging scale of day bombing sttack, we should be gnabled to secure our
interests hereabouts and to get in our land and air reinforcements and
maintenance. Additionally, I should have to be prepared to aid the Army in
any operations they undertook with both fighter and bombing action.

64 . Plan. Thus my general plaen was to keep my fighter force
concentrated in the Rangoon area, to accept such enemy bombing attacks as
might be made on any other objectives in Noerthern Burma, to fight the enemy in
the defence of the base and lean forward to hit the enemy wherever and
whenever I could with my small but total force.

65, To achieve this, against a numerically superior and constantly
growing air force, I must do all I could to reduce the scale of air attack on
the Rangoon aream, yet still be able to meet attacks on the bases in sufficient
force to inflict a high casuaslty rate proportional to the scale of attack -
thus meking such atiacks in this ares =sbortive and wasteful for the ensmy.

66 . Reduction of the scale of attack. To reduce the seele of atitack I
therefore commenced to lean forward with a portion of my fighters, and by

using advanced air bases like Moulmsin, Tavoy and Mergui to attack enemy
sireraft whersver found. Further to weaken him I must spread my bombing action
ir daylight to widely dispersed but importani objectives such as Chiengmai,
Mehohngsohn and Chiengrai in the North and in ihe South his aerodrome and
roilway communicetion system runmning down the Eastern coast of the Malaya

- Paninsula from Bangkok to Singora. As Singora was 2 main base for Japanese
operations in Malaya this action was especially favourable. Thus I hoped %o
make him disperse hie fighters by forcing protection for these widely

separated points and so weaken him in the centrel sector opposite Rengoon. I
zave instructions accordingly on January Znd.

67. Dffensive Fighter and Bomber action. Such enemy airfields as
Chiengmei, Mshohngsohn, Lempeng, mahong, Mesoht, Prachuab Girikhan, Jumbhorn
and Kanchanburi were semsrched end attacked if enemy aircraft were present.
Later when in enemy hande Moulmeim, Mingaladon and Highlend Quecn were attacked
and loss inflicted on the enemy. Hangars, M.T., launchcs, encmy troops end
trains were slso atizcked.
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68, nesults. Attacks in pursuence of this poliecy during the campaign
resulted in the P.40's and Hurricsnes and Buffaloes claiming 58 enemy bombers
and fighters destroyed on the ground, In =addition, 2 large number were
damaged but could not be corputed, Furtherniore, attacks by bembers taking
part in the air superiority battle zlso accounted for & considerable number.
Such, however, is the difficulty of assessing results by bomber attack that
no claims were made; but from the strike of the bomb 1lift and its position
either amongst or close to enemy aircraft concentretions on the ground,
further considerable losses must have been inflicted on enemy first-line
aireraft.

6., This was = handsome contribution towards the air superiority
battle in Burma and reduced the scale of air attack against Rongoon and our
troops.,

70. But this form of action wes later reduced in effort, since Gereral
Cherirault at this time was not anxicus to undertake offensive operations
with the P,20's against ground tarzets on account of the shortage of
equiprent. T.< Buffale Squadron was reduced to two or three serviceable
airereft with engines too worn out to permit of flying far over jungle
country. Thc Hurric-neswith an effective range of 135 miles were unable to
reach anything but the closest enemy objectives,

The &ir Buttle

1. The air battle over Rangoon lasted from Decermber 23rd, 1941, until
February 25th, 1942, The weight of eneny attack was directed intermittently
against air bases at Rangcon with the object of destroying our growing
fighter force and achieving air superiority over Rangoen to the peint where
it would be peossible for him to undertake unrestricted dey brmbing operations
on & destructive scalse,

T2, During this period of about 8 weeks, 31 day and night =attacks were
made - one in great weight. After sustaining seriocus losses - 38 cleimed
destroyed - in the first 3 attacks terminating on the 4th January, the enemy
resorted to night bombing, hig scale of effort varying between 1 or 2 heavy
beombers up to 16,

73. Scale of attack brought to rest. Between January 23rd and 29th a
second atterpt was made to overwhelm our smell fighter force, the enemy
putting irn a total of 218 plus - rostly fighters. In the air battle of those
6 days our fighter force claired a total of sorme 50 enemy bombers and fighters
destroyed, He &t once went back to night operations and continued these until
his third and last attempt to achieve air superiority over Rengoon on the 24th
and 25th February. On those two days, when he put on s scale of atteck of 166
bombers and fighters, he sustained the heevy loss of 37 fighters and bombers
which were claimed destroyed with 7 probably destroyed. On the second day,
the 25th, the P.40's cf the 4,V.G. claimed nc less than 24 aircraft shot down,
This teruinated the air superiority battle over Rangcon,

T, Such wastage had been inflicted on the enemy that thereafter he never
attempted to enter our warning zone round Renzoon until the city wes captured
and the sir bases in his hands.

754 Result, This had a critical influence on the course of our land
operations and on the security of our convoys bringing in final reinforcements.
These and the demolition of our ©il and other interests in the port and the

final evecuation by lend or sea were completed without interference from enemy
bomber or fighter nirecraft.

76. Thus up to the last moment the P.40's of the A.V.G. and the
Hu?ricgne force were eble to provide a state of absolute air superiority over
this wide and vital area against = considerable weight of air attack.

T Conclusicn., To sum up on the air supcriority battle over Rangoong
for a force of 1 Squadron of P.£40's of the A.V.G., a half Squadron of
Buffaloes and the equivalent of 2 Squadrons of Hurricanes cormeneing to arrive
in January and continuing to half-way through February, a clesimed loss of 130
enemy bombers and fighters was inflicted on the enemy with 61 claimed &s
probably destroyed - the greater proportion falling to the guns of the A.V.G.
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Counter-offensive action by our fighters and bombers to rcduce the scale of
attack had inflicted a loss of not less than 28 enemy aircraft destroyed in the
ground, not counting those destroyed by ocur bombing etiacks, Air superiority

was ochieved over Rangoon and reinteained until it fell on Mareh 8th, The AV.G.-
first in the field - fought with roeady devotion and resclute gallaniry.

Fightin: Teoetics

78, In regard to the major tactics employed in the air battle over
Rangoon, in the first place the warning was good. As long as the telephons
linee remained in our hends the Burma Observer Corps provided this with high
war efficiency. The R.D.F. set fron loulmein had been sited in Rangoon looking
over the main avenue of enciy approach, Thue enemy plots were securate end
frequent until the line of the Sittang was threatened,

79, Fighter deployment. Fighters in the correct proportion could be
deployed against the encmy scale of attack. The AN.G. and the Hurricanes
fought together. The Wing leader system was introduced. The pilots of the
£.V.G. had considerable flying experience. Some of the pilots, particularly
the leaders in the Hurricane force, had considerable wer experience against the
G.i.F. Consequently, the force fought well together. 1In the operations room
there were two fY/T. sets for the control of the air bettle on different
frequencies - cne for the Amegrican fighters and one for the Hurricanes,

80. The generel principles of fighting the air battle were agreed between
myself, the Wing leasder and the Commander of the A,V.G. Pursuit Squadron, and
the major tectics employed were those gensrally exercised in the Vestern
theatre; the single point of difference being that on account of the
ranoeuvrability of the Japanese fighter (which was the only advantage it had
over our sireraft), the best method of attack was o dive, taking advantage of
height and the sun, brecking sway in = half roll or aileron turn before resuming
position to carry cut the atteck again.

B1. - Eneny escorted bomber raids were met on first interception, the
bombers attacked with a suitable propertion of our forces while the fighters
were attacked and drawn off by the romainder. Against the fighter formations
of (say) 40 to €0 plus, which so frequently appeared et height with the object
of drawing up ocur fighters and shooting them down before they got their height,
the P,40's and the Hurricanes leant back on Rangocn and delivered their attack
when the enemy fighiters either lost height, with the object of carrying ocut a
ground atteck, or turned for home.

g2. Throughout this air sction fron the 21st January onwerds the fighter
force in addition to defending Rangoon had slso to meet its cormitments over
the battle area, providing security for cur bombers and ecarrying out ground
attacks on oneny concentrations in support of the Army,

83. Night Fighting. As regards night bombing, there were no facilities
for night interception. Althcugh the enemy bombers were operating without

Tlame dampers, and at first with navigation lights burning, the P,40's and
Buffaloes were not able to intercept. On the arrival of the Hurricanes, trained
in night fighting however, some succese was achieved. On the first night an
enemy bomber was shot down in flames at 9,000 feet over the merocdrome at
Wingaladon, the eircraft, with bombs, exploding close to the airfield. 2
further successful night interceptions were made, both ensmy aircraft being shot
down in flames. With pilots at constant readiness throughout the hours of
daylight, howsver, it was impossible in view of our limited rescurces to put

the Hurricanes up each night,

84, I have no doubt thet on moonlight nights - and the enemy bombed on no
other = considerable success would have been obtained from the "fighter night"
system, had Rangeen held.

85. Assessment of Fighter Results. There was a little feeling in the
AN.G. on the assessment of results, Consequently I held a me-ting with the
4,V.G. Squadron Commander, end the Wing leader and Squedron Commanders, at which
it was agreed that the standard of assessment should be that obtaining in
Fighter Command et home. Coclonel Chennault was informed. Cormbat reports by
pilots were initialled by Squadron Cormanders. The claim was then admitted.
Previcus claims by the A.V.G. for mircraft destroyed in the air were agreed at
this meeting.
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PART IV - THE LaND BATTLE - AIR_OFERATIONS IN SUPPORT

OF THE ARIY TII TENASSERIM

e e i .

86, Situstion st Sea., Aftor the f=ll of Singapore and Jave the Japanese
hod cormand of tho sea in these waters. There was no effective naval force of
ours based in the Bay of Bengrl. Thus the littoral of Burms wes thercafter
under the threat of seca-borne invasion unoppesed by the Navy. Conscquently,
rcinforconiont by sec of the Jepanesc Army in Burmz took place unmolcested after
the frll of Rangocn: This wes & vital factor in the defence of Burme,

87. The Joint Commenders' Committee telegraphed on saveranl occesions
prossing for the provision of ships and muteriszl to provide sone further loezl
defence ot least for the Pert of Rangeon snd for light ecreft to support our
operetions on the cozst of the Gulf of Mapteban and Tenssserim, No ships woere,
however, zvailable and none arrived - except those which escorted our convoys.

g8. Ihe Land Situation. The land situstion, which influenced air
operations, has bosn fully described in the Despatches of Lieutenant-General
Hutton and Genersl Alexander, It is not proposed further to remark on this
except in so far us it is necessery in order to make clear the influence of
air superiority fighting and bonbing aeti'on on land operations and vice versa,
I should, however, meke the point that until Mergui =nd Tevoy fell on Jonusry
19th, I essumed the security of Burmese territory from sttack by the Japenese
Arry besed in Thailand.

B9. Daily Plenning of Close Support Operotions. Bombing end fishter
action in support of the Arny during the land compzign up to the f2ll of Rangoon
was docided onch gvening et = general staff and air st=ff Conference held at ny
Headquarters, Geonerzl Hutton snd I net rorning and evening to =gres joint
action and review the chonging situntion. Subscquently, the programme was
adjusted acecording tc the requests made by the 1Tth Division, to which an Air
Lizison Officer had been attached. Corrunication wes by W/T. end telephone.

In general, the systei: worked satisfactorily.

20, Tenasserin unsntisfectory for Bombing Operations. Close support
bombing oporations in the closc jungle country in Toncssorim and to the East
of the River Sittang wes an unsatisfactory task for the R.a.F. At the request
of the Army we undertook borbing operations in jungle country where it was
irmpossible to see the enemy or teo sce our trocps - indesd difficult to see
enything except the tops of the tress. In such circumstances not only is the
objective not seon but it is ivpossible for novigontors to pin peint their
tarpot with cecuraey since there arc no suitoble land merks. The situntion is
made more difficvlt still by the knowledgzs in the nind of the crew that our
positions wers frequently cutflanked by the eneny and therefore there was
always the chence that our troops =nd the eneny were intermingled near the
objeetive, Whon attempte were mode to give boubing cbjectives in forest
clearings, crews often found on arrivel thet such cloarings were overgrown
Wwith scrub and consoquently the same difficulties crose. 4s, however, our
foriard treops in the jungle on the Kowkareik position =nd during the battlas
of Tenasserim hod reported the enery's promiscucus borbing of the Jjungle to be
effective =nd as having considerable moral effect, I did net hesitate, while
realising the risk to our own troops of bembing in such densely woodsd
country, to continue the task in order to do cur best tc help the Aruy.

91. Further obvious difficultics arcse from the bombing point of viesw.
For example, the enemy was frequently dieguised in captured uniforrs and nntive
éress, This made recognition difficult. Morcever, they ceoptured sore of our
transpert during actions, while the notive bullock carts, leunches and private
cars left behind and other wehicles were used frooly. This mads it difficult,
and sometines inpcssible, for crews to recognise the enemy in the open,
UﬂsﬂtLSfﬂﬁtDTY: thercfope, as the "boub line" method was in such circumstances
o1 cover, comunicatighe and moving batile, it had tec be adopted as our primery
seeurity ogeinst the riske of sttacking our own troops.

892. First pequirement - Arnw support. The fundanental requirement for the
support of the Ariy in Tonosserin wee the rmintenance of air superiority over
the Port of Ramgocn, and the beses and supply depots in this vicinity. This
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securad the line of communication from ssricus bombing atteck in the form and
scale best calculated in this campaign t¢ bring about a critical if not
disastrous situation. Consequently I kept my smell fighter force
concentrated in the defence of Rangoon with the sctisfactory results noted
ebova.

g3, Security of Bombers and Fighter support for Army. From day to day,
however, security for our bombers acting in support of the Army was necessary,
since few as they were their destruction by enery fighter action would have
brought about 2 sericus situation., Consequently, each day a careful
appreciation of the air situation was made and s pertion of the fighter force
was thrown off from the Rengocn defence to undertake the Army support role.
Ind. ed, when g particularly favourable ground target presented itself, I
accopted the risk of an attack on Rangoon, and =all fighters, with what
bombers were aveilable, were thrown in to support the land battle. Ths point
harc is thet where the command of the fighters and bombers is undivided, such
operations 'are precticable and close co ordination between fighter and bonmber
cperations can be readily achiaved.

9&, Bombing of Bangkok. The aircraft and crews of 113 Squadron had
errived during the first weck in January, The night of their aerrival the
ohemy base at Bengkck, the main enemy base in Thailahd, was ettacked by 10 low
flying Blenhoima, 11,000 1bs, of bombe were dropped on the dock area in the
centre of the town end fires were started. The Squadron wes then withdrawn to
Lashio to enable aireraft inspsetions to be carried out after its long deser:
flight. Owing to the shortage of tools end spares, it was the 19th January
nofore the Squadron was in action again.

JAPANESE OFFENSIVE BEGINS

Merpgui and Tavoy

95, On the afterncon of the 18th January the situation at Mergui and
Tavoy suddenly deteriorated and I was informed by the B.G.S. Burmarmy fthat
instructions had been lssued for the evacuation of Mergui. I accordingly
ordered the withdrawal of our refuelling parties from both aercdromes, and as
Tavoy was closely invested, an attempt wes mede to evacuate our detachments
by air, On arrival of the eircraft the following morning the aerodrome was,
however, in the hands of the enemy. Both detachments were safely evacuated
by seéa,

dction ot Kewkareik

95, Concurrently with this, reconnaissance beyond the Kawkareik

position on the track through Mesoht and Raheng had disclosed some, but not
unusual activity., We had also destroyed a number of enery bombers and
fighters on bcth these forward landing grounds, The country was densely
covered with jungle and unsuitable for air setion sines mavement on the ground
could not be ssen from the air,

, 97, On the 20th the encmy cormenced their attack on the Kawkareik
pesition, Air action in support of the troops holding this position was
difficult, since no clear picture of the whereabouts of the enemy or our own
trocps was possible. Accordingly the enemy forward landing groung and base
depots at Meoscht was attacked by bombers and fighters. 2 enemy afircraft were
dastroyed on the zerodrome. Reconnnissance was carried out over this
position and towards Tavoy in the South with the object of locatimg our own
troops and the enemy.

98, The withdrawal from the Kawkareik position to Moulmein to ok place
on the 22nd January. On the 21st and 22nd the Blenheims attacked Resheng
acrodrome and villege and Mesarieng, dropping scme 6,000 1lbs, of bomibs on
each raid, Fipghter escort was provided with the object of clearing tthe air
for short periods over the Army front and providing support for ths bomber
operations, Moulmein was bombed by a strong formation of enemy escorrted
bombers which wae intercepted by the escort of our borber raid on ites
cutward journey =~ an occesion on which our attempt to choose the rignt tims
proved correct. 7 enemy bombers and 9 fighters were destroyed in this air
action. Reconnaissance was continued over the battle area.
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The Action at Houlmein

99. On the 30th January the Japesnese attacked Moulmein. Our forces were
dispesed holding Moulmein and the right bank of the Salween from Pa'an,
southwards, with one Brigade in the Bilin area. During the period betwsen the
23rd January =nd the 30th, frequent low visunl reconnaissance by fighters was
carried out covering the battle area and the const of Tenasserim together

with Japanese lines of cormunication. Inforration obtained, however, was
sketchy owing tc the nature of the country and the fact that, in open country,
the enemy lay close in the day time and moved by night. Our available bomber
force = an average of about 6 a day - with the nid of such fightere as ecould
be spared from the defence of Rangcon, acted in support of our land forces in
the area,

100. Our bombers and fighters attacked enemy asrodromes, ¥.T., and the
enemy line of communication, through Kawkareik, Myawaddy and Mesoht, while the
enery main base at Bangkok was attacked again on the nights of the 24th, 27th
and 28th. In these operaticns a total of 42,100 lbs. of bombs were dropped,

101. Limited escort to our ships coming intc Rangeon, anti-submarine
patrels end G.R. reconnaissance in the Gulf of Martaban were carried out from
day 4o day.

102, The fighter support which was provided over the Army forward
rositions each day on a linited scele had accounted for at least 7 aircraft
shot down and 13 damaged (to end of Jenuery)., Our losses were slight.

103, The main objective of the Japanese air fores, outside the Rangoon
area, during this period, was Moulmein, which was attacked on 7 ceccasions
between the 3rd and 22nd Jenuary. The first atteck wes carried out by 9
fighters, ard the later ones by berbers, in pairs by night, and in
formations up to 27 in nurber by day vith fighter escorts of up to 15
aircraft, the chief target being the aerodrone.

The Acticn on the Bilin

104, From the 30th January until the 15th February, when the 17th Division
took up & line on the Bilin River, all available bombers were employed in
direct Army support with the maxirum number of fighters it was practicable to
spare each day. Bombing cperations took the form of support to our hard
pressed detachments. Attacks were made on river craft on the River Salween
and off Moulmein with both bombers and fighters. The fighter effort

available was employed in attempting to intercept at this great distance from
its base ths enemy raids on our forward positions, and providing security for
our borbing operations. During this period river craft, batteries, enemy
concentrations, troops, landing stages, railway stations and barracks and
stores were attacked, A total weight of 70,136 1lbs. of bombs were dropped on
these objectives with successful results. Most of the bombing was carrisd out
from a low altitude and, in consequence, the results could be seen, provided
ohjeetives were not in the Jungle. The raids were carried out on suech places
as Kado, Martaban, Pa'an, Moulmein, Minzi, Heinze, the Thaton Road and the
Dunzeik Road, The fighter effort diverted from the Rangoon defence in support
of the Army and bombing operations was usually from 6 to 12 per day and
sometimes sorties were repested.

105, During this period the Japeness mir force continued night activity
against Rangoon on a small scale up to the 8th February. Daylight operations,
apart from support of their land forces, comprised 4 attacks on Toungoo
acrodrome by raids of 6 to 15 bombers on the 3rd and 4th February. Fronm the
8th to the 12th enemy bombers attacked our troops between Pa'sn and Thaton,
tut generally with little effect.

The Battle of the Sittang

1086, The withdrawel to the Bilin River cormenced on the 15th Felbruary, and
this position was mttacked by the Japanese on the 17th. On the 18th the River
had been crossed and the withdrawal to the Sittang position commenced. On the
22nd our forces had resched the right bank of the Sittang.
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107, During this period air operations continued at the paxioum intensity
practicable in support of the Arry., The eir battle of Rangoon still continued,
With the loss of Moulmein we lost our forward =ir base in this area.
Consequently, air operaticns, both fighter and bomber, were carried out from the
mzin air base at Rangcon, Furthernore, with the capture of territory by the
enemy, our warning systen in Tenasserim was rapidly rolled up., Now, warning of
the approach of enerny raids over Tenasserim was impossible. For the defence of
Hangoon we still had cbserver posts to the Esst of Rangoon, while our R.D.F.
set provided some warning, But the interception of enemy aircraft supporting
the Japanese Army was inpracticable unless such attacks took place when our
fighters were present over the line,

108, The Suprerie Cormander, General Sir Archibald Wavell, visited ths
Cormand during the last week of January end on the 5th February. At these
neetirngs T explained the dir situation and our urgent need for reinforcements,
rerticularly the accelsration of the 2 reinforeing Hurricane Squadrons which
had been promised and for an allocation of 24 Hurricanes per month from the
flow. As regards bembers, I asked for 2 further reinforcing Blenheim Squadrons,
for 16 Blenheims to equip 60 Squadron and for 12 Blenheims & month from ABDA
Cormand flow of maintenence aircrefi, and additionally for the Mchewks to
re=-squip the 2 Lysander Squadrons. General Wavell ssid that he would do whet
13 cbuld to meet these requirements, but sxplained the pressing need for air
support in Malaya and the N.E.I.

109, During the period 16th to 23rd February the mexinum effort that could
be put forward by the bombers was 102 sorties in which 89,992 1lbs. of borbs
were released in low flying sttacks on the enemy, accompanied by machine gun
fire. Such chjoctives as the railway station at Moulmein, troop concentrations
and U.T., river traffic and eaerodromes were bombed., Direct hits on such things
as trains and peddle steamers in Sitteng were observed. Fighter support for
the Army and the security of our bombers continued. -

Air Action on the Bilin - Kyaikto Rozd

110, For the first time in the campaign the enemy provided a satisfactory
bombing terget. On the 21st an enemy column of some 300 or more vehicles,
ox-carts and M,T. was revorted on the road between Bilin and Kyaikto, The
"bomb line" ran North and South through Kyaikto., The total fighter effort of
the Rangoon defence and what bonbers were =t readiness were ordered to attack
at 16.25 hours. The Pirst scrtie off was one of 12 P,40's at 16.30, closely
followed by 8 Hurricanes at 16.40. 4 total of 38 fighter sorties and 8
Blenheim sorties were engaged in the ettack. Direct hits were reported on M.T.
and horse transport accompanied by many fires, The village of Kyaikto through
which the column was passing was also set on fire. At 16,25 hours the Army
Headquarters moved the "bomb line" to a line running Nerth and South 2 miles
West of Kyeikte.

11%, The enemy had during the afternoon of the 21st penetrated through
the village of Kyaikio and moved along the road running North to Kimmun, That
afternoon their infantry were seen by the Duke of Wellingtons West of this
road (and North of the Kyaikto Road). Their thrust that night at the Sittang
Bridge took place up this road when they worked round ocur left flank and
attacked the Bridge in the reer of the 16th and 46th Brigades., It is evident
that although our air attack in some weight on the enemy's main column could
nos have entirely prevented his attack from developing, it must have reduced
its scale and intensity, '

Alleged bombing of own Troops

112, Thers was an incident reported on this day and remarked upon in
Army reports, It is alleged that our troops at lokpalin were bombed and
machine gunned by some Blenheim aireraft between 12,00 and 15.00 hours. The
facte are that at the request of Army Headquarters 8 Blenheims bombed Iawbein
(near Bilin) in the morning and landed back at their base after nid-day.,
After an exhaustive enquiry in which I have taken tho opinion both of Officers
whe were in the air and on the ground, I have failed to reach & firm
conclusion that our aircraft did, in fact, bomb our own troops at this time
and place. The enquiry is compliceted by such statements as "the attacking
aireraft were identified by roundels on the underside of their wings" - our
Blenheims have rqundels on the upper side of the wing but certainly not on
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the underside, and the possibility thet the Japanese used capiured Blenheims
during this campaign should be considered. There is, moreover, a gresat
similarity between the plan silhouette of the Japanese Arny 97 medium borber and
the Blenheim, and there rust have been a number of enemy bombers flying over
Mokpalin sbout this time because the enemy effort was concentrated on the
Sittang area, = few miles to the West of Mokpalin. BSince, however, the country
between the Rivers Sittang and Bilin is closely covered in jungle, I consider
it not improbable that some crews by mistake may have bombed the wrong
objective, The eneny effort reached on this dey & total of 90 fighters and 12
bombers in action in the Sittang area. The Sittang Bridge was the scene of

the heaviest attacks.

113, In the meantime, Mandalay had its first attack by 10 bombers on the
1gth,
114, G.R. Escort for Shipping. Such escort to shipping, G.R.

reconnaissance and cosst-wise search in the Gulf of Eartaban as was practicable
was carried out with the slim effort availebls. Fighter support against bomber
attack was provided once our CONVOYS came in range.

115, To extend the range of our reconnaissance for this purpose and to
zive forewarning of enemy naval movenents in the direetion of the Andaran
Islands, it was decided to locate reconnaissance airecraft at Fort Blair, The
construction of a landing ground in the Andaman Islands presented some
difficulty, but after considerable work it was possible to construct a runwey
of 800 yards at Port Blair. The only type of reconnaissance aircraft available
that could be operated from such a base was the Lysander and 2 of these
aircraft were fitted with long range tanks and flown over escorted by Hudsons
on the 11th February., These aircraft were able to carry cut reconnhaissance
until the Andamans were evacuated.

116, Daily coastal reconnaissance was also carried out throughout the
campaign against possible Japanese attempts to attack our Army by landing
behind them. Such an attack did happen on one occasion - at night.

117, This concludes the air operations carried cut in support of the Army
in Tenasserim.

Air Directif - ABDA Command

118, On the 17th January air directif 0087 from Heedquarters, South
Western Pacific, was issued to Norgroup, This gave our primary tasks as:-

(a) To secure the arrival of reinforcements and o protect
the Port of Rangoon, and
(b) To reduce the scale of air attack on Malaya,

Subsequent directifs received from ABDA Command related more to the battle in
the South Western Pacific than to operations that cculd be based in Burma,

PART V_- AIR_OPFERATIONS COVERING THE EVACUATION
OF_RANGOON

119. In February it seemed to me that the troops available in Burma
might be unable to hold the country apainst ths form and scale of land attack
which the Japanese were exerting throuzh Tenasserim. This question was
discussed in the Joint Commanders' Committee on several oceasions, Our
forward air bases at Mergui and Tavoy had fallen., The Moulmein airfields had
been captiured, Our warning system East of the Sittang was in enemy hands

120. At this time the fighter force and bomber squadrons building up in
Burma. comprised the only Allied air force between the Japanese and India,
indeed between the Japenese and Middle Emst. Had we had time {0 establish and
consclidate the forces in passage from the U.K. and Middle East comprising
personnel, equipment, maintenance and warning system, there would have been 2
good chance of presenting a firm front to the eneny air force with their
inferior equipment. On the other hand, if the Port of Rangeoon fell into enemy
hands in March or April, the flow would stop, and there was a grave possibility
that our air force might well be destroyed piece-meal in Burma before it was
strong enocugh and had time to organise. BSuch a defeat in detail could be of no
help to the Army in Burma and would uncover India gt 2 criticl tims.
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121, The question therefore arose as to whether plans should not be
prepared tc prevent the annihilation of ocur force by moving our base to Indis
and providing it with strong mixed Wings in Burma mmintesined from India, Thus
dispersed, air support could be given to the Army in Burma and borbers based
in India could suppert operations in Burma. Such action, morecver, would
contribute to the air defence of India in her critical and naked sector.

122, On the 12th February I therefore telegraphed ABDA Command, A.677 of
12/2, indiceting that in the unlikely event of the loss of Rangoon
administrative plans might be necessary to enable fighter equipment to be
withdrawn, and requesting a directif as to whether the R.A.F. units should
procesed with the Army North towards China or whether they should proceed in
the direction of India for the defence of Calcutta and North Eastern India,

I pointed out that if they were withdrawn to the North there was no adequate
warning on the airfield line Toungoo - Heho - Namsang - Lashio and that the
forces there located would therefore be open to fighter attack without warning
when on the ground, If withdrawn to Calcutta they could provide & strong
defence. R.D.F. cover could be provided. Once separated from Rangoon (the
only peint through which maintenance for an air force could pass) the force
instead of building up to its planned size would become a wasting force., In
China there were few or no facilities for operating our bombers and
fighters, whereas with lay-back bases in India and forward bases and strong
detachments in Northern Burma, bomber and fighter action in support of the
Army could continue, No reply was received to this telegram.

123. On February 15th Singapore fell.

124, On the 18th February, General Hutton sent off his telegram 0.749 of
18/2 which indicated the possibility that the enemy might penetrate the line

of the Sittang and that the evacuation of Rangoon might become an imminent
possibility., Consequently, in view of this serious situation, I telegraphed my
appreciation at Appendix "I" (telegram A.787 of 18/2) in which I set out the
factors of the air situation and indicated three courses of action. Firstly,
to remain with the Army during the move northwards towards China, In these
circumstances the R.A,F, units would have become a wasting force, since
maintenance would be difficult if not impossible once Rangoon had fallen,

while heavy losses for smell return would be inevitable in the event of
reinforced enemy scals of attack. Secondly; to withdraw the air force to Indie
when Rangoon was closely threatened, The final course was to leave a mixed
force of 1 Hurricane Squadron, 1 Blenheinm Flight and 1 Army Co-operation Flight,
withdrawing the remainder of the forece to Indiz. No reply was received to this
telegram,

125, On the 20th February instructions were given for the withdrawal of
the 17th Division bshind the River Sittang., A meeting was held at Government
Houss at which General Hutton and I were present, Ths G.0.C. stated that he
had instructed the Commander of the 17th Division to fall back behind the
Sittang., He outlined the steps that he proposed to take in this situation in
regard to commencing the evacuation scheme of Rengoon and the establishment of
Rear Headquarters at Msymyo.,

126, Our Rangoon air bases were closely threatsned. The warning facilities
except for limited R.D.F. and Observer Corps observation had prectically gona,
Ae a result of this meeting the G.0.C, despatched his telegram 0.792 of 20/2.

Decision to orgenise bass_larding grounds in India with mixed

Wings in Burma

137. I therefore telegrarhed Headquarters ABDA Command indieating the
situation described at this meeting. A copy of this telegram is attached,
marked Appendix "J" - A,801 of 20/2. There was no time to be lost. General
Hutton agreed with me that the only course open to us to reintain our effort
in support of the Army in Burma - once our airfields and warning at Rangoon
had been lost - was to establish base landing grounds in India, operational
landing grounds at Akyab and Magwe with edvenced landing grounds in the
Rangoon area to ppovide what fighter and bomber support could be given,
Failing immediate instructions to the contrary, I proposed in my telegram
putting this plan into action.
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128. Arrangemonts were accordingly made to leave = mixed Wing one 1
Hurricane Squadron, 1 Blenheim Squadron and half an Army Co=operation Squadron,
orgenised as a mixed Wing, with 1 Squadron of the A.V.G. in Upper Burma, based
ot Magwe, 1 mixed Wing of 1 Hurricens Squadron, 1 Bomber Squadron and 1 G.R.
Squadron at Akyab and to build up and feed these 2 Wings from 2 base
organisation in India,

139, The decision which set the size of the Wing left at Magwe wes based
on the amount of maintenance in the country on the 20th Februery., It was
caleulated by the staff that there was sufficient raintenance in this mixed
Ving for & period of 3 months., As regards Akysb, eccess by sea was still open
and paintenance therefore would be sutisfactory., There was no overland
corrmunication bwteen Magwe and Akyab. The route from India in the North down
the Manipur Road had not been completed.

130, The decision to base the force in Northern Burma at Magwe was made
neczuse it lay behind two lines of observer corps telephone lines, one down
sne Valley of the Salween towards Rengoon and the other down the Valley of the
(rrawaddy. It was proposed to attempt to evacuste the R.D.F. set if Rangoon
fell, By this means it was hoped to provide sufficient warning at lagwe to
secure the base against anything but the heaviest scale of sttack, Since
vingapere had fallen on the 15th February the weight of the Japansse air

loree could now be turned towerds Burma. I therefore expected that if Rangoon
fell, with the considerable number of airfields now prepared in the Rangoon
area, heavy reinforcement of Japanese aircraft would be flown in at will to
surme, The enemy would have control of the communications and the free use of
the Port of Rangoon and thus = large air force could be maintained.

131, I received no reply to my telegram. Action was commenced, I had
received a personal telegram from Air Hezdquarters, India on the 19th

'A4.0,C. 113 - Appendix “"K") in which the A.0.C.-in-C. informed me that if the
necessity arcse he had prepared a plan for the withdrawal of my force to
India, On the 20th we requested air transport to be flown to Magwe, whence it
would work & shuttle service between dagwe and Akyab, Onward transport of
personnel from Akyab would be by sea. The personnel to be evacuated numbered
some 3,000, the majority of whom were in the Rangoon area. A proportion were
moved by sea, the remaminder by air,

132, On the 21st the Postmaster General reported to me that the

elephone system in Rengoon would cease functioning at 18,00 hours that day,
Txcept, therefore, for our single R.D.F. set - worn-out and of the wrong kind -
there would be no warning for the defence of Rangoon and our airfields.
firrangemenis were at once made to man the observer centre in the Central
Telegraph Office with R.A.F. personnel. This limited warning continued until
within a few days of the fall of Rangoon,

133, Beyond the general statement by the Army that in the event of the
evacuation of Rangoon they would proceed to the North and generally in the
direction of China, there wns always the element of doubt as to whether they
would proceed tc China or fall back towards the Manipur Road and so towards
India, Rear Headquarters had been established at Meymyo end stocks were being
back-loaded up country to the Mendalay = Maymyo area., The initial line of
withdrawal, I had always been informed, would be along the Prome Road, & road
150 miles in lergth.

134, Our air bases in general lay on the other main route to the North -
up & Valley of the Sittang. The main railwsy system ran through this Valley
to Mandalay and branched to Myitkyina in the North, and Lashie in the N.E.
The Burma Road lay along the same route to Mandeley and Lashio,

135, In consequence, from the air point of view the Prome route was
unsatisfaetory since thers were no air bases of any kind of withdrawel between
Fangoon and Mandalay suitable for the operation of modern fighters and bombers
with high wing loading = except Megwe, and that had no accommodation, no pens
and no dispersal. Indead the only other aerodromes were at Myitkyinz, 600
miles to the North (runway incomplete) and Meiktila - our depot of the future =
thers a runway wes finished, But Meiktila was rather too much to the North
ond East to be effective in the initial stages and had only slight werning
facllities,
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136. I hod foreseen the possibility of having to operate my mixed fighter
and bomber effort in what might well be - and leter proved to be - a tonss
situztion, in which the Army would be attempting to withdrew along this single
line of communication, There would be no cpportunity of dispersing off thse
road and no cover from odir attack, Accordingly, I had = series of strips cut
inte the herd paddy land along this line of communieation snd on the Harch,
when the C,-in-C,, Indie, visited Rangoon, I was able to report that I was
prepared to operzte on this route.

137 But opercting & numeriecally inferior force from such landing grounds
egainst o weight of air sttack without adequate woerning was a risky,and
fortuitous operation. Thus I had grove doubts sbout our zbility to meintein
ourselves in being. But when and if this situation arose we should have done
our best teo sccure the Army against cenemy eir seticon.

138, Against this threat, therefore, ths location of our "kutcha" strips

had been kopt as sccret as possible end a very useful number had bson prepared
in the vicinity of Mingaladon and towards the North and West up the Irrawaddy

to Prome.

1390, At night =211 first-line aireraft, bombers and fighters, were flown off
the parent airfields at lfingaladon and Zayatkwin to "kutche" strips. Thus the
location of our fighting force, when based cn such temporary airfields, wes not
readily obvious to the enemy. Pilots and air crews were motored into their
accommodetion. They arrived at. the "kutcha" strip beforc dawn the noxt morning
to fly their sireraft., This, wo found, the only method of ensuring secrecy of
the strips and the sccurity of equipment from the demage caused by night
bombing. With large numbers cf small bombs the enomy's night bombing of
kingaladon was accurnte and effective, If Rangoon werc tc be evocuntod when
the warning had entirely gone, I proposed to guard the sccurity of my fighters
by the usc of these strips, and evicunte the parent airfields. The bombers on
account of their renge could operate from Magwe and refuel end rearm in the
forward area, but the fighters with an extreme fighting range of 135 miles would
heve to be brought back zlong the Prome Road in stops of some 50 miles so that
security could be provided f.r cur retiring cclumna.

140, 411 preparctions practicable were made to improve the warning systen
at Akyab and lMogwe, but with the time and rosources availeble this proved to be
e hopeless task. Furthermers, much work was nocessary at lagws to meke it a
E&tisfact:ry.busﬁ, end labeur was difficult to get. The provision of sctellite
"kutcha" strips was, however, undertaken to provide dispersion., Mzgwe, although
it had a runway still under construction, had been & civil air port and, since
it Iay in the back area of Burma, was not intended in the general plan to be an
operaticnal acredrome, Anti-blast protection in the way of pens or dispersal
arrangenents had not been starteod. Had, for exemple, Tcungoc besn situsted
where lagwe wee, it would have been & different story end the situation in
regord to P.A.D, measures would have been much mors sstisfactory for the
operation of & mixed Wing.

141, _Final preparations to continue to fight the battle over Rongoon, ond
_fnr the withdrewal tc the North, were token in hand et once. Reor Headquerters
wes opened up at Megwe on 22nd Februsry with forward Hesdquarters in Rangoon.

Formation of "X" Wing

142, To contrel the fighter action and the bombing offensive action in
support of the Army throughout this phese, I formed =n "X" Wing Hendquerters
under the command of Group Coptain Noel Singer, D.5.0., D.F.C., with a strong
staff, renscneble communications, and gocd mebility., The role of "X" Wing was
to maintain nir superiority cver Rengoon until the demolitions of the oil
interests ot Syriam and Thilewz, the docks, power stations, munitions end stores
had been completed and until the Army had withdrawn from the sres and thereafter
to provide air superiority over the arez in which the Army was moving, until

it reached Frome,

%43. The detachments on Toungoc, Heho, Namsang and Lashio would continue
in operation to ensble limited air action to take ploce in support of the
Chinese, while s landing ground wos prepared at Mandalay to serve Hear
Hoadquarters at laymyo. A4 schame was droam up tec enable detachments to be
withdrawn from forward serodremes shculd the situntion necessitate - with
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preparationsfor the evacuation of equipment, stores, etc, Arrangements had
besn made with Army Hesdquarters that in these circumstances all petrol and oil
would be handed over to the Army for the use of the Armoured Brigade and M.T.
columns,

1é4, On the 23rd February the Sittang Bridge was blown. Except on the deys
on which the enemy had thrown the weizht of his attack azainst the Renzcon
defence, his bombers and fighters flew over their forward troops advancing
throvgh the junpgle. Air action was carried out against our trocps
intermittently on most days. As explsinad previously, we did the best with:

the slim fighter resources availeble to support the Army in this respect.

145, On the next two days, the 24th and 25th, the final sttack was mede
by the Japanese Air Force on the Rangoon defence system with the cbject of
attaining air superiority over the arca, As noted elsewhere, this failed in a
signal menner and severe casualties were inflicted on the enemy. Thersafter,
until the fall of Rangoon, his fighter force was occupied purely defensively
over the area in which his advance was taking place, formations of up to 40
plus operating each day. Then possible, therefore, in order to keep them on
the defensive, bombing operations were carried out in the area in which the
enemy fighters were working., e attempted to meke interceptions but with no
sreet success, since their fighter offort was only over the ares of cperations
at certain times, On the 23rd, however, = message wes received from the 17th
Division.and interceptiocn did take place in which 2 enemy aireraft were shot
down,

146, Our fichter effort which had built up to ne less than 44 =

Hurricanes and P,40's = on the 17th February, dwirdled away after the air battle
on the 24th and 25th and after our =ir cperations over Tenasserim to a low mark
of under 10 on the 28th February, due tc the lack of meintenance, sparess and the
number that were "shot up" in the zir battle., The figure, however, gradually
increased agoin te 27 on the 4th barch, but fell to an average of about 17
aireraft from this date until the 10th March.

147, As resards bombers, the effort built up to 16 on the 17th February
anc fell awey curirg the battles in Tenusserim to a low mark of under 5 on the
25th February for exactly the same rezsons as deseribed above. It built up,
however, to 12 eireraft on the 28th February and to an average of about 10
serviceoable from that time until the 10th March.

The _Battle of Pegu

148, On the 23rd February I visitcd the 17th Division at Pegu with
General Hutton, The Armoursd Brigade had now errived and was mestly deployed
in this aree. The enemy used the hours of darkness to cross the Sittang and
preéssure was exerted ageinst our forces at Waw on the 26th February. Between
this time and the 5th March the battle developed,

149, On the 4th March General Alexandsr arrived ot Magwe, He flew down
with me to Rangcon, T accompanied him on his visit with General Hutton to the
17th Division &t Pezu. The znemy had engazed our forces round Pegu and an
infiltration in strength, accompanied by light tanks, had taken place to the
Worth through the jungle country of the lower Pegy Yomas in the direction of
the Prome Rosd = cur line of communication. This movement was cbserved by low
flying Hurricance on recornaissance. The 63rd Brigede had been accepigd and
General Alexsnder planned ths last stand in the defence of Rangoon,

Throughout this action which terminnted on the Bth March with the completion of
the demolition and the final evacuation of the Port of Rangoon, an interesting
air situation arose.

150, It was of paramount importance that the last vital demclitdion on &
big scalec should be cempleted without the interference of hostile aircraft and
thet the movement of the Army which wes dispesed astride the Pegu Romel and in
Rangoon should be enabled to give last cover to demolition parties and to
withdrew as plenned through tho eross-road at Taukkyan and North up the Prome
Road, The Army was tied to the road on account of the nature of the country
and the fact that it wes mechanised.
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151. As mlreacdy noted, the zir sctions over Rangoon on the 24th end 25th
had inflicted severe casuslties on the enemy air force. From thet day until
the evecuation of the Army from Rangoon had been completed, until all cur
convoys and ships had left the Port in security end until our demolition
parties had been withdrawn, no enemy bomber attempted tc enter what had
previously been our werning zone round the airfields of Rengoon, i.e. roughly
2 circle 40 miles in radius from the centre of the town,

152, I cen only assume that when their last effort to esteblish air

superiority failed, the enemy air force were deternmined not to ineur further
wastase until Rangoon fell. Consaquently the demolitions and the withdrewsl
of cur forces from Rangoon tock place in & state of absolute air superiority.

1535 Ae regards the enemy effort in the battle of Pegu, air attacks took
place against llaymyc, Toungoo end Bassein, whilst considerable activity was
mainteined over the battls mrea.

154, On the 2nd Merch I gave instructions for the R.D.F. staticn, which
had been made mobile to move to Magwe, to provide some R.D.F. warning for our
new air base., Conssquently, when the telephons observer corps system
collapsed there was no warning in the area except that provided by observation
from military peints and airfields.

155, To offeet this tc scme extent & "Jim Crow" Hurricane was kept over
Rangoon by dey,

156. During this critical phase, fearing that my fizhter force might be
caught on the ground and destroyed by surprise low flying fichter attack, I
had moved them cut to a newly prepared "kutcha" strip st Highlend Queen from
which offensive fizhter patrols were maintained, To give the impression that
the force was still at lHingaladon, wrocked aircreft fuselages and dummies
were parked in the readiness pesiticn on the runways.

157, Durirz this critical phase toc the Tth March, the bomber effort was
directed apgainst the enemy wherever he could be found. The fighters
accompenying the bomber reids came down t¢ shoot up enemy cbjectives,

96,800 lbs, of bombs were released, end a ccnsiderable number of fighter
offensive and protective sortiss cerried out. Such cbjectives ms enamy troop
concentrations, trains, boats on the Sittang and M.T. columns were attacked
with satisfectory results. The bonbers cperated from llagwe merodrome using
Hizhland Queen aznd Jchn Heig as advenced bases,

158, Generzl Sir Archibald Wavell, now Commander-in-Chief, India - to
which Command MNergroup had reverted - visited Burma on the 1st and 2nd March,
A meeting was held at Magwe on the morning of the 1st March in which the
Commander-in-Chief reviewed the land and =ir situation, At this meeting H.E.
the Governcr, General Hutton and myself werec present, I deseribed the air
situation and the need for reinforcing Hurricenes and Blenheims. With
Rengoon now elosely threctened, with cur warning non-existent, with s slender
fighter force of 20 serviceable Hurricanes and a few Buffaloes, with the A.V.G.
foreo standing at & serviceable aircraft et Magwe, it was & position in which
I said we should be unable to deny the enemy fresdom of air action; while our
bombing effort in support of the Army would be limited to the efforts of our
quickly dwindling force of 16 bombars.

Attack on Hizhland Queen

159. On the 6th, an enemy formation of about 20 plus aircraft which wes
flying over the Japanese troops advancing through the jungle towards the Prome
Road over-shot its mark and, by accident and without werning, arrived flying
low over Highland Queen where cur fighters, some bombers and scme G.R.
aircraft wore on the zround.

160, Fortune attended us on this cccasion, The enemy shocting was bad
and soms Hurricanes were mble to take off, Althcugh no cleims were made there
were indications that 2 enemy fighters were damsged or destroyed. 2 aireraft
of ours were destroyed on the ground., The anti-sircraft defence of the
asrodrone went into action satisfactorily., This was a raid which might well
have been a decisive end to our small air foree.
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161, I immediately issued instructions for 2ll aireraft to fly in from
Highlend Quecn to Mingaladon, .whenee our last scrties were carried out.

162, Infiltrations by boat had taken place up the River Rangoon.
Offensive action by our fighters was taken but movement continued by night.
On the afterncon of the 6th March I left Wing Headquarters Rangoon, and flew
to my Headquarters at Yagwe.

163, Qur fighter force had for some days been split between Magwe and
the forward bases round Rangoon, Highland Queen and Mingaledon, The
Hurricane force which was then standing at about 15 aireraft was a2 mixed one
comprising comranders and pilote of 17, 135 and 136 Squedrons, and operating
from the forward bases was maintained fror Magwe, where maintensnce
inspections were carried out, The P,40's of the A.V.G. which had cone such
sterling work were now suffering from acute unserviceability due to lack of
spares and replacement aircraft. I therefors placed them in the defence of
the zir base at Magwe. This made good my promise to General Chennault that
I would not smploy them st airficlds without adequate warning.

Evacuation of Rangocn

164, I hed been with General Alexander until 14.00 hours. He had told
me of his decision to evacuate Rangoon, and the code word for blowing
demolitions and evacuaticn was issued just befors midnight on March 6th.
With his agreement I moved Headquarters "X" Wing from Rangoon to Zigon, the
first "kutcha" strip from which we would operate in support of the Army's
withdrawal elong the Prome Road. A small party of Officers and airmen were
left behind to complete the demoliticn of the operaticns room and the
facilities at Norgroup Headquarters. They wers then to zo on to Mingaladon
and help to complete the demclitions et this airfield., This party came out
with the Army.

PART VI - AIR OPERATIONS COVERING WITHDRAWAL
UE_THE PROME |

P THE PROME ROAD

165. There was a heavy haze on the Tth and 8th, which interfered with
cbservation by fighters, made worse by the great pall of smocke from the
burning oil which rose to a height of 15,000 fect and was blown North over the
area of operations as fer as Tharrawaddy, Genersl Alexander's foreg feilpgd to
dislodge the road block at Mile 22 on the Tth, but on the worsning of the 8th
wes able to ovorcome this resistance, snd the withdrawal of our Army

comuenced North up the Prome Road,

Operaticns from Zigon

166, The rough surfoce of Zigon proved uneatisfectory for Hurriecanes,

I had to decide whether to risk damezing Hurricanes = which when damaged might
not be repeired = or to operate the fighters from Magwe where their range would
not have encbled them to provide security over our trocps. The following day
from Zigon the fighter effort was minteined,

167, The column of cur withdrawing Army wes reported by aircrews to be
some 40 ndles long, mostly ¥M,T. vehicles and tenks - an admireble target for
enemy bomb action in country whero thers was little or no cover from air
attack and nc possibility of getting off the long straight tarmac road.

168, But the state of air superiority finelly established on February
25th still continued., Fighter patrols were carried out over the line from
Zigon to Rengoon. The Army, withcut molestation from the enemy z2ir force,
was thus able to take up and consolidate its position on the Petpadan -
Tharrewaddy line.

ig9, As regards fighter sweeps to secure the withdrewzl, the Hwrricanes
at Zigon carried out sbout 12 to 18 sorties a day until "X" Wing had withdrawn
from Prome to Lagwe on the 11th March. It was then disbended on the formation
of Burwing at Lagwe. Group Ceptein Singer, who arrived on the 12th March,
tock over the command of Akwing, which was then in formaticn at Akyab.
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170, Operations from Zigon resulted in the tail unit of = Hurricene giving
way on an average of 1 in every 5 landinzs. A bemboo skid was fitted to the
tail of the Hurricane which then tock off and landed =t Magwe for repair, 2
Buffaloes were badly wrecked by the aeorodrome surface and were eventually burnt.
1 Blenheim and 1 Lysander were 2lso rendered unserviceable, but were repaired
and flown out before the airfield was left.

1 Elr i 1 The scle Japanese air atteck driven home =t this time wes directed
against the tcwn of Tharrawaddy, where the bomb 1ift of 10 bombers was disposad
of on civilian quarters causing & number of civilien cesualties,

1725 G.R+ Reconnaissance in the Gulf of Martaban and the Bey of Bengal
continued and escort was provided for the last convoy which carried detachments
an? demolition parties, All ships got safely away.

Operations from Park Lane

173, The range for fighters was now shortenad end, consequently, "X" Ting
meved to Park Lane, a "kutcha" strip North of Prome. This move was completed
on the night of the 9th lMarch., The enemy did nct lccats end attack the
fighters at Zigon or Park Lane.

17£. Fighting continued and on the 25th l'arch the Army had tzken up their
position on the Prome line, with the 1st Bur. Division's move from Toungoo to
Allanmyo in progress,

Ak During this period, from the 7th March to the Z1st ¥ereh, the bomber
force was either held in reaciness for elose support of the Army or attacks
were made in order to reduce the scale of sir attack and so aid the fighters in
their task of security., Attacks on enemy objectives in support of the Army
were alsc carried out, 4 total of 31,500 lbs. of bonbs was released with good
results on such objectives as troop concentretions, eerodromss, road and
railway communication and river eraft. Constant reconnnissance was carried out
over the entire front towards Rangoon and in the Valley of the Sittang, while

a close watch was kept on our old air bases in the Rengoon area and at

Koulmein for signs of the arrival of the enemy eir force and reinforcements,
Scme effort, however, wes wosted because bombers available were held standing
by for objectives which the Arry did not provide.

176, The enemy attacked Toungoo on the 17th March and earried out
reconnaissance of ocur airfields up the Burme Road, Tangan, Namseng,
Nyeumglebin end Meiktila - cbvicusly searching for cur mixfislix air force

Formation of Burwing

177. Burwing, comprising No. 17 Hurricasne, No. 45 Bomber Squadron, the
elements of an Army Co-operation Flicht, 1 weak A.V.G., Squacdron and the R.D.F.
Station, had been formed at Megwe under the cormend of Group Captein Seton
Broughall, This was a fully mobile mixed Army support force which, by
instructions from Air Headquarters, India, wes placed under the operstionel
contrel of General Alexander on the 1Bth March,

Air Directif - March 9th

178. On the 9th liarch I flew to Akyabd to meet Air Mershel (mow Air Chief
Mershal) Sir Richard Peirse, the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Lir Forces
in India.

179, The Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief issued m Directif in which I was
told to maintaein my two mixed Wings at Magwe and Akyab and to support the Army
in Burpa and to organise the air defence of Czlcutts, Asansol and Tatanagar in
Indie, and of Digboi oil instellation in Assamj also tc continue from India
offensive bombinc operaticns in support of the Army in Burma. Additionally, a
further rcle of the force was reconnaissance end the attack of enemy surface
vessels in the Bay of Bengnl in aid of the security of our see communications,

Fermation of Akwing

180, My Headquarters were moved frem liegwe to Akysb on the 12th lMarch,
where I commenced forming Akwing, Or the 17th this Wing comprised 135
Squadron, armed with obsolete Hurricane I's and 1 Hurricane II, a G.R. Flight
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and & small gir cormunications detachment., It was proposed to make good the
werning (R.D.F.) and to build the Wing up with 1 Bomber Squadron (113 Squadron)
when Blenheime became available from flow and 1 G.R. Squadron (139 Squadron)
whon Hudscns become available.

181, On the 17th Mzrch I flew to Caleutta to mect the Cormander=in-Chief
and the Air Officer Cormmnding=-in-Chief. My Headquerters wes in process of
opening in Calcutta,

PART VII - REVERSE INFLICTED O IIXED WING AT MAGYE

i82. On the 22nd March I returned to Burme to inspect Akwing at akyeb and
Burwing at lagwe. On londing at Akysab I received a telegram fron Group Captain
Soton Broughall to say that the encry had attacked Mapwe in force the previcus
day. This was imrediately followed by & signal telling me that heavy atincks
had recommenced and cloging the ferodrome to approschins airersft. He

reperted that nearly all first-line aireraft had besn written off or daraged
and asked for approval to move tc Lashio and Loiwing to refit. I tslegraphed
acreenent and flew on to Mandalay where I arronged for Group Captain Seten
Broughall to meet me, ]

The Bouber Attack at Minggladon

183, Examining this actien ir full deteil:- On the 20th larch
reconmaissance carried out by Burwing hnd disclosed concentrations of the enemy
air force taking place in the Rangoon sres. More then 50 nireraft were
reported on our old airfield at Mingeladon, Group Captain Seten Broughall
decided to attack the fcllowing mierning in an c¢ffort to reduce the scele of
attack in Burma which his intslligencs steff had put at 400 plus in all. 4
raid of 10 Hurricanes and 9 Blenheims of 45 Squadron sccordingly tock off.,

The Blenheins wsre intercepted by enemy Naval "0" fighters 40 miles North of
Rangoon and fouzht their wey in to Mingaladon, The bomb 1ift of 9,000 1bs.
with stick adaptors was dropped on the runways cuoeng the enemy aircraft. The
formation fought their wey back to Therrewaddy. During this gollant
engageniont in which 18 eneny fishtors were encountered the Blenheims shot down
2 enemy fightors and claimed 2 probably destroycd =nd 2 darmged. Most of our
aireraft were shot up but nenc wes shot down. Thers wore no casuslties to
personnel except 1 pilet wounded,

Low Flying Fighter Attock on Mingsledon

184, . The Hurricanes carried out a low flying attack. 9 enemy fighters
were costroyed in air combat while 16 enemy bombers and fighters were
destroyed cr dameged on the ground. This was = nognificent zir 2ction. Some
Hurricanes were badly shot up while 1 erashed on our side of the line through
lack of petrol, follouing combat. C.C. Burwinz intended to repent the attack
thet afterncen, but whils finel preparations werc being mado for this sortio,
the eneny commenced their considernble attack or the sir base at l=gwe.

185, It shcould be mpprecinted that on this day 2t Magwe 211 serviceable
operationnl aircraft, fighters =and bombers, of my commené were present with
the excepticn of 1 Hurrieanc II &nd 9 worn-cut Hurricans I's, ex 0.T.U., ct
J-:ikﬁrﬂb . y

2

Enemy Atteck on Magwe Berins

18E. Ovor & pericd of some 25 hours, cormencing at 13.23, Magwe was
attacked in foree by the enemy, 1In 211 the sczle of atiack reached about 230
fighters and bombers, which included 166 Army 96 and 97 mediun end heavy
boubers., It is calculated thot & great weight of bombs, some 200 tons, were
cccurately released in pratterns during this attack.

187 Similar attacks had been ‘carried ocut sgainst Rengoon without
decisive effect. But at Rengoon there was good warning and the number of
fighters availabls against such atincks was ususlly 20, rieing on occision 4o
the high figure of 45,
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Fighter Effort

188, 21 fighters were present at Magwe when attacked, but as a direct
result of the air action which had bgen fought over Mingaladon in the morning,
the nurber of servicesble gircraft at readiness to_tske to the air was cnlv 13,
It should here be mentiocned that the leaders and many of the fighter pilots ax
Magwe had been at 2 minutes readiness day after day, frem dawn to dusk, for a
pericd of some B weeks, ' -

Warning

189. The only observer corps systen remaining to the East and South-East
was the observer post belt as far South as Toungoo and Prome on the main line
of communication, reporting through landalay, and a chain of posts on the
railway line Pyinmanzs - Kyaukpadeung which reported direct to Magwe operations
rocm over an R.AF. W/T., link, There was nc observer corps system to the iWest
and North East of Magwe - an outflanking avenus used by the eneny during this
attack, The R.D.F. set was of wrong type; its arc of observation was to the
South East. The equipment had given 3 months hard service and no spares had
been avallable. The warning was weak and unrelieble.

The Enemy Air fction

i90, At 13.00 hours on the 21st March, a report was received of a single
unidentified aircraft epproaching and 2 Hurricanes wers sent off to intercept,
but were unable to rake contact. At 12,23 hours the approach of an enemy
formation wes confirmed and all available fighters tock off, But they numbered
only & Hurricanes and 6 P.40's. At 13,30, 21 bombers escorted by 10 fighters
attacked, bombing and machine zunning the airfield. Our fighters intercapied
and destrcyad 4 enemy aircraft with 1 probable and 1 damaged, but the weight of
the attack got home and considerable damage resulted in which communicetions
ware destroyed.

191, The enemy followed this up with further raids at 14.10 and 14.30,
In all the scale of nttack was 59 bonbers and 24 fighters that day.

192, * On the 22nd Harch, plots of movements were received from the R.D.F.
set at 08.04 and 08,11 hours. Immediately afterwards there was a temporazv
breakdown of the ?fT. link which, combined with interference, prevented tho
reception of plots in the operations room until the enemy attack had
developed at 08.45 hours. 2 Hurricanes had been sent off to intercept a high
flying enemy reconnesissance airecraft heard over the airfield at 08,30. They
had net yet mede contact when at 08,47 hours 27 bombers with an escort of 10
plus fighters sppeared over the aerodrome, followed & gquarter of en hour later
by & second wave of 27 bombers alsc with fighter escort. As no warning of
these raids had been received, no further fighters were sent off tc engage.
The 2 Hurricanes already in the air engaged the Japaness formation and
dammeged 2,

193. Considerable damage was sustained. The runways were rendered
unserviceable, communicaticns were broken down and a number of aireraft, both
bombers and fighters, were destroyed on the ground.

194, Inmediately afterwards, the Commender of the Second Pursuit Squadren,
ANV .G., reported to Group Captain Seton Broughall that in view of the absence
of warning and the scale of attack he was compelled by the terms of his
instructions from General Chennault to withdraw his remaining flysbls aircraft
to refit. At this stage of the action only 3 P.40's and 3 Hurricénes

remzined flyable, the Hurricanes alcns being operationally serviceable. The
ANV.G.'s P.40's withdrew to Leoiwing thet afterncen followed by their ground
party.

195, At 13.30 hours reconnaissance aircraft were again reported anpreorch”
and 2 of the 3 remaining Hurricanes were sent up but failed to intercept., 1ial
they were returning to land at 14.30 the enemy again commenced his attacks w. '
< waves of 27 and 26 bombers respectively, each accompanied by fighter escori.
This terminated the cnemy's attacks.
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196, Great damape had been done and 9 Blenheims ond =t least 3 P.40's were
destroyed on the ground, 5 Blenheims wére unserviceable, while 3 Hurricznes had
becn destroyed in air comhat. The remnining 20 aireraft (6 Blenheims, 3 P.40's
end 11 Hurricanes) were flysble but unscrvicenble due to normal unserviceability
or damnge from eneny sction. These sircraft, except the F.20's, were flown out
to Akyab.

1a7. This grave reverse to Burwing - the R.L.F. detechment in Upper Burme -
wne the result of our weaknsss in firshters, the wenkness of the warning systenm
at Magwe and the complete ebsence of airerafi pens and bad dispersal
arrancerents ot this airfield sc hurriedly cecupied. There has been & good deal
of eritieism of the subseguent hasty move of Burwing from Hagwe, while it had

an adverse effect on the morale of both the Army and the civil population,

128, The convoy left Megwe for Leshio and Loiwing early on the morning of
the 23rd. Salvape and refuclling parties were left behind.

199, On the nights of the 22nd end 23rd respcctively, I met General
Alexander and Group Capteain Setor. Broushall at Maysyo. It wes confirmed that
Burwing would be withdrawn to Lashic and Leiwing = the only remeining serodrome
where fair warnirg existed = for refitting.

200, In the meantime it was proposed to try and meke good the warning ot
Magwe, to put it into a proper state of defence and fit for Burwing to return
nere for operaticns. As the comvoy had already left Magwe I issued
instructions for the R.D.F. set t¢ be turned round and sent beck to lagwe and
for the salvage and working parties st lagwe to be strengthened.

201. Loiwing was the only airfield left with ressonable warning and
therefore the propesal to leave Mogwe and to refit at Loivinz wne not unscund
despite the grest distance of the latter airfield from the area in which the
Army was operating. By use of the advanced landing grounds, limited support
could be civer to the Army until the defence at Magwe was satisfactorily
comipleted and the aerodrome reoccupied. At Leshio warning was weak,

202. As events turned out it would not have been possible to reocccupy
Mugwe since the airfield fell into enemy hands 3 wecks later and the
orpanisation of the werning systen and the provisien of works - for which only
limited labour then existed - could not have been done in time. Additionally,
the observer corps belt in the Sittang Velley and the Valley of the Irrawaddy
was zrodually Yeing relled up and with it any warning from this scurce.

Enemy fction - Lkyab

203, The enemy had alsc found cur small force et Akyab, A similar action
tock place which commenced or the 23rd, was repeated on the 24th and on the 27th.
Our fighters intercepted on 2 occeosions inflicting = loss of & enemy aircraft
destroyed and 3 probably destroyed for a cost of 6 Hurricanes.

204, Although werning was received on the 27th, low flying enemy fighters
aught our small force unprepared on the ground on this occasicn. 2 Hurricanes
zot into the air and engesed, 1 being shot down, T Hurricones were destroyed on

the ground and a Veleneia, Instructions had already been issued by Air
Heedquarters, India, to withdraw Akwing frem Akyab to Chittagong as warning was
so weak, Akyab would continue to be mn advanced landing ground for refuelling .
aireraft and to enzble our Hudscn reconnaissance to recch the Andaman Islands.
A smell R.D.F. set with 2 limited rerngze of 20 miles, had been flown in and was
operating, but the observer corps warning for Akyab was poor. The posts were
fow, only the ocutlines of cormunication existing owing to the difficult nature
of the country.

205, These two acticns = at ligwe and at Akyed = in effect terminated the
R.AF, oetivitics based in Burma. The supply of aircraft now became the critical
fector. The necessity to build up our defence in North Eastern India and Ceylon
brought about = decision by the Commander=-in-Chief, Indiz, not to re-equip
Burwing. The meintensnce of a small force in Burma was uneconomical in view of
the lack of warning and incrossing weight of attack., Indeed, such air forces

of ours opernting in these circumstances would be destroyed piecemeal, giving

tut =moll returns for considerable losses.
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206, Burwing continued, however, as an organisstion, and although bombers
were flown in to Lashio and Loiwing to operate for a few deys and return to
Caleutta, very little could be achisved. 8 Hurricanes that were flow in on
6th April lested only a few days in the face of Japanese attacks on Loiwing.

207. With the reverss that the Chinese 5th Army sustained on the Southern
Shan front on 20th and 21st April which led to the rapid advance of the

Japanese to Lashio, Burwing was withdrawn tc China to provide British
refuelling parties at mein Chinese air bases., The personnel of 17 Squadron were
withdrawn vie liyitkyina to take their part - re-equipped with Hurricane II's =
in the Calecutte defence.

208, But using the depth towards India, our bomber operations were

contimied on a slight but growing scale. Illuch remsined still to be done for
the suppert of the Army and the evacuction of our wounded and civiliens.

PART VIII - WITHDRAWAL OF BURMA ARMY TO INDIA

209, General Alexander's Army moved from the oil field area through the
dry zone of Upper Burma to landaley with Headquarters at Shwebo, the final
withdrewal taking place across the River Chindwin through Kalews and over the
Manipur Road through Tarmu. The Army passed through the forward screen of 4th
Corps troops on the Lochszo pass on the 18th Mey and Generzal Alexander's

force finally reached Imphal on the 20th Kay.

210, The enemy air force now extended their patrols over a wide ares in
Northern Burms and carried out attacks on Lashio, Mandnlay, Loiwing &nd
Meiktila, Support was given to their forcos cperating sgeinst our Allies in
the Taungeyi and Mewlaik areas whilst flying boats based on the Andamen
Islands commenced attacks on shipping in the Bsy of Bengal between 28th March
and 5th April,

211, The Japanese reinforcement of Burma took place during the first week
in kpril. Under the cover of a vigorous attack on Ceylon and on our shipping
in the Bay of Bengal on 6th April = convey of ships reached Rangoon. We were
powerless to prevent this. Fortress aireraft of the U.S.A.A.C.y however,
attacked with five and a half tons of bombs an enemy force in the Andemens and
straddled & cruiser and a transport. Further night flying attacks were ecarried
out cn the enemy convoy at Rangoon with useful results - fires =nd explosions
being seen in the dock aren,

212, During the B weeks from 21st March, when the Magwe acticn took place,
until May 20th, when the Burmarmy wes finally withdrawn to India, action with
bombers and fighters continued against the Japanese in Burre.

213. The fighter action was limited to such fighter sorties as could be
arried out within the range of the lMohawk Squadron based at Dinjan. Bomber
action was exerted either from acrodromes in Assem - Tezpur and Dinjan - or
from bases in the Calcutta arca, using Chittagong 28 = forwerd landing ground,
103 tons of bombs were relemsed on the enegmy in these attacks, On arrival in
Eastern India Squadrons were reformed and aireraft reconditioned slowly but as
quickly as possible,

214, On the 12th April the first attack was made in support of General
Alexander's right flank, when 9,000 1bs, of bombs were dropped on Japanese

troops at Nyaungbintha. The enemy and his transport were also attacked at

Singbaungwe, Allanmyo, Magwe, Sandoway and Taungup. In all 15,000 lbs,. of

bembe were released,

215. Attacks, helped by some long range bombers of the U.5.4.4.C.,
continued on objectives of 2ll kinds., In all 58 raids took place in support of
the Army's withdrawel, some to reducs the scele of air attack eand the remainder
in direct support of the Army., Most of the bombing tcok plece on General
Alexander's right flank, although 3 raids were directed against such places as
Mongpawn, Leikha and Kongchaiping on the Chinese front.
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216, Such airfields as Mingaladon, Akyab and lyitkyina were kept under o
horassing scale of attack. Opcrations ageinst Akyab and iyitkyins wers
particularly effcctive and when the enemy atteopted to establish hinsolf there
on forward bases, bomber action rede these untensble by the destruction of his
first-line cireraft on the pround.

217. Of the 58 raids, 13 were undertaken by aircraft of the U.S.A.A.C.
and 45 by the R.i.F. 4 totel of 231,900 lbs. of bombs in ell were dropped,
mostly followed by locw flying rmechine gun attecks,

218, The eneciy were using river eraft tc cut-flank the Army in Burnme,
This line of corzwnicztion wees continucusly horassed by cur aircraft cnd &
total of some 30,000 1lbs. of bombe were relsased on stesmsrs, barges and
whorves while the attuck on & concentration of river craft st Monywa on the
¢th and 5th Moy was; by its deleying action, lergely instrumentczl in
preventing tho Japahese encireling mevement of the right flank of our forces,
then withdrewing from Yu to Felewn, = neverent which if successaful would have
proved eubarrassing tc our Arny.

219, A sinzle Blenheirn which had attacked Akyab on the 22nd Vay was
ongaged by & Army 0.1 fighters. The fight lasted 20 minutes and was broken
off* by the reraining 3 fizhters whon 70 miles out o sen the mireraft of their
leador, the Jzponese oir nce, Lt .-Col. Tokeo Knto, was shot down in flanes.

No other Allicd aireraft zttacked Akynb on that day.

220, Requeste for boibing action and tacticel reconnaissance were made
by Generzl Alexancer toc Hesdquarters in Coleutio. Reconmaissances continued,
55 being completed for Burmarmy.

2l Ne. 31 nir traneport Sgusdron hed bsen ploced ot oy disposol eguipped
with D.C.2 and leter some D.C.3 aircreft. This Squadron dicd regnificont work.
Their deily effort was zbeout 3 aircraft and considerable air transport
roquirements had tc be met, Focd had to be droppsd on the 3 routes along which
the evacuttion of civilions from Burma was taking place. These routes ran froo
Shwebo = Kalewe - Tamy to Imphel, fron Myitkyins - bHeinkwan - Shingbwiyang to
Ledo and from Kathe - Indaw - Homalin/Touhe to Imphal. Evacuess travelling
along these routes required supplics of food and medical stores tc raintain
then during their rarch to Indin. Additionally, many of ocur wounded were
evacuated by air fron Megwe, Shwebo and Myitkyine in turn as the battle moved
northward. Civilisns wers also evacusted whern there were no wounded to nove,.

222, In 2ll & totsl of 8,616 porsons, which includsd 2,600 wounded, were
flown out te India and 109,652 1lbs. of supplies were dropped for victualling
refugecs and troeps. In carrying ocut this task we had the help of D.C.3
ajireraft of the Lnericen Lir Force - I have to record the pgood work carrisd out
by these crevs.

223. About the niddle of larch n sericus situation had risen in thc Bay of
Bengal., 1In tho Port of Calcuttan there was scre one-quorter of o million tons
of shipping. It wes not known how leng the enemy naval force would remain
within striking distance of our line of sea comxmnication between Calcutta and
Ceylon., There were none of H,M, ships availoble at this time to provide the
necessary covor to sccure this shipping now also within the range of ottack of
the enemy long range bomberz bascd st Mirmaladon ond lomgwe.

2284 Instrueticns were issued for the Pert tc be clesred, There were two
courses of action - @ithor to seil convoys clcse in shore and to provide what
fighter pretection agninst bomb cttack - snd bomber protection against sttack
by surfece units - as was practicable or to use diversional sailing which would
spread the ships over a lszrge ares in the Bay of Bengal. The latter course was
chosen,

225. It scemed wmossible that the nttacks of cur coast-wise shipping on the
6th April were an offensive move covering the arrival of the lerge comvey of
trocps in Rangoom, Conscquently it was likoly thnt if cnory air reconncissance
could be prevented - the sailing of this large tonnage of shipping over & short
period night be sgcured from eneny surface and cir attack, since the enery
would be unawnre of the operation.
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226 . We knew where the enemy reconnaissance forcs was, 9 four-engined and
tuo-engined reconnaissince flying bouts had been located at Port Blair., On the
14th April this figure had risen to 13, Moreover, there were indications that
the enemy had developsd the aercdrome =zt Port Blair &nd thet local fighter
defence had beer pul in., 2 out of the 2 sorviceable Hudsons of 139 (now 62)
Squadron, the only aireraft that could (refuslling at Akyab) make the renge,
were instructed to carry out an attack wilh the object of destroying end
demaging 211 aireraft of thisreconneisssneca forecs., 4 determined low-Tlying
attack was carried out in which 2 twin-engined bosts were left burning, 1 four-
engined flying boat left sinking and all the other flying boats were Believed to
be demaged. This attack was repeated on the 18th, when £ Hudsons again
attacked 12 four-engined flying bonts, 2 of thess were destroyed und 3
sogverely demaged. On both occunsions the enemy were moored in lines snd the
Hudsons etrried out = number of mast-height runs of them using their turret
guns, On the 18th, Navy "0" fighters ongezed our 2 aireraft - 1 failed to
return and the second was hit by cannon shell and mechine gun fire, After
these attacks this enemy reconnaissance force remained insctive. Not only
during the eritical time when some 70 of our ships made the passage through the
Bey of Bengul, but until the end of July no mctivity by it was recorded.

PLRT IX - CONOLUSION

287 To summarize, during this air action which commenced on the 23rd
December, a small Allied air force, consisting of 1 Squadron of the A.V.G.,
the equivalent of 2 Hurricane Squadrons, the squivelent of1 Bember Squadron,
2 hrmy Go-operation Bomber Squadrons and the equivmlent of half a G.R.
Squadron, sngaged the Japanese air force in the defence of Rungoon and in the
support of our Army in Tenasssrim and Burma. But the early fall of Rangoon,
diversion of reinforcements and the shortege of zireraft equipment prevented
ths air force building up to 16 Squadrons (6 Fighters, 7 Bombers, 2 Army
Co-operation and 1 G.R.) and full meintenance promised on progromme. Up to
the fell of Rangoon - by which we lost our warning system and our orgenised
airfields in this vicinity - air superiority over Rangoon had been mainteined
and after its fall continued until ths Megwo mction on the 21st lerch.

228, During this period the ensmy, finelly unable to subject the basc of
Rangoon fto wunrestricted day bombing, which would have given him the best
chernice of surrounding and destroying the Army, turned his effort to defend
his iroops and nid their sdvence. In Tenasserim, enemy day bombing attacks
were cerrigd out on our forward troops and Headquarters, Although support
was given, our attempts to prevent this bombing were not successful, it being
impossible in the eircumstances of poor warning and shortage of fighter
equipment.

229 , It is a remarkeble fact that from Februery 25th - when the enemy's
lagt attack to nchieve air superiority over Rengoon failed - he would not
face our fighter force until Rangoon was in his hande snd considerable
reinforcements had been flown into ths country after the fall of Singepore.,
Consequently, this absolutc state of air superiority remained over Rengoon
gt this critical time - and no "Nemsos" here took ploce,

230, On Karch 21st he began his determined attack to stamp out our now
fast dwindling air force at Magwe and Akyab, Huving achieved this, ﬂlthﬂuﬁh
good bombing objectives wers constantly present as our Army withdrew to India,
he did not follow up his success by attacking our moving columns, Thus the
casualties to our Army from snemy sir action during withdrawal over great
distances with poor cover from air cttsck were smell, This may well have been
because the enemy did not know the temporary success that he had achieved.

The wein wejght of the enemy bomber atteck was directed on such p}&cas a5
Prome, Mandmlay snd iaymyo, whors greot damage resulted with considerable
moral effect on the civil populution. The bases at Toungoo, Heho, Namsung,
Lashio and Loiwing were constantlw searched and attmeked, though except at the
latter there were no aireraft presmsent.
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231, Norgroup wae then using the depth to India, and with its base
organisation being hurriedly prepered in the Calcutte area and up the Valley

of the Brochmaputrs, was eble with what resources were availeble, to continue

& harassing scale of bombing attack in Burma with some fighter action in the
North. By the nature of the campaign and the shortage of warning, of aircraft,
of equipment, and of meintenance, we were unable to maimtzin our 2 mixed Wings
in Upper Burma and Akyab.

232, In the Burma campeign the main brunt of the fighting wes borne by
the P.40 Squadrons of the 4.V.G. They were the first in the field with pilots
well trained and with good fighting equipment. Their gallantry in action won
the admiration of both services.

il hecording to the records aveilable in the Intelligence steff of
Norgroup, 233 enemy fighters end bombers were claimed destroved in the sir in
this cempaign, of which the 4,V.G, claimed 179 and the R,.i,F. 54, 58 were
claimed destroyed on the ground, 38 by the A.V.G. and 20 by the R.A.F,

7t were eleimed probably destroyed, 43 by the A.V.G. and 33 by the R.A.F.

116 were claimed demsged, 87 by the A.V.G. and 29 by the R.h.F,

234, From January 1st the cost in losses was 38 fighters shot down by the

enemy in air combat. Of these 16 were P,40's and 22 Buffnloes and Hurricanes,

but the majority of the pilots were fortunately saved. I regret to report that
there were 4 substantizted incidents when Jupanese fighter pilots attacked and

killed our fighter pilets while descending by parachute,

235. 48 regards bombers, 8 failed to return from cperations.
236, Qur leosses on the ground due to cnemy action were 51 zircraft, 17

fighters, 22 Blenheims, 4 Hudsons. The remainder were transport and
communication aircreft.

237, Cornperseble with the totel of 233 ensmy fighters end bombers cl=imed
0 have beew shot down in air combat by the A.V.G. and the R.A.F., the hllies'
lossss were 46, Thus an asverage of slightly more then 5 encmy aircraft were
claimed shot down for esch of our aireraft lost,

238, We destroyed more of the enemy's aireraft on the ground than the
eneldy destroyed of ours. We mnde no claim moreover in respect of cnemy
2irsernft destroyed on the ground by bombing attack, the number of which must
hetyve been considerable.

239. The bombsr mction in close support of the Army has beon described.
Slight as the effort was, valuable results were schieved. Counter foﬂﬂ?l?ﬂ
bombing action to reduce the scale of attack made an effective contribution

towards the maintenance of air superiority over Rangoon.

240, The svacuation of R.A.F. personncl from'Burma by sir and sea, with
small parties by land, was completed without loss.

241, As regards stores, much velusble equipment was bac? luaﬁcd st the
last moment from Rengoon. The mojority of stores remeining in Burma were
moved to the Lashio area, whence wn the sudden and unexpected Japaneso thrust
in that region &8 much as possible was moved into Ching. The remninder was
dsstroyed except for some¢ large bombs which were rendered useless,

242, The task of cuprorting (General Alexander's Army t?rminﬂted en ??Y
20th when it was withdrewn to IndZe, Ahir opsrations based in Eastorn India
continue against the Japanese in Burma.

A X .1 ~ weria et i £ o
243, Awards and lentionz. My list of recomaendations for awsrds and
mentions is attached (Appondix “L").
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BURMA AERODROMES
{Airfield Development Map)
APPENDIY A

1. MINGALADON
2. TAYATHWIM.

%, MEWINLEY.

4. SCOTTS CLUB,
5. JOHM HAKG.

6. CASCADE

7. CANADIAN CLUB.
8. JOHNMIE WALKER.
8. PABAT.

10, PILSENER,

11 BASSEIN

12, 200.

43, PARK LANE,

14, TOUMGOD .

1%, TENMANT,

16. MAGWE.

17, MAIDA VALE,
18, AKYAR,

13 AULD AMGUS.
20. ROBAIE BURNS,
21. PYAWBWE
22.MEIKTILA,

23, HUNTSMAN,
24.HE-HD.

25, NI PPS.

26, NAMSANG.
2T7.LASHIO.

28, LOIWING.

28 MY TTHYIMA,
30. MURREE .

31. VAT &3,

32, BLACK LWHITE,
33. DEWAR

Fid. HIGHLAND QUEEN.

0

REFERENCE:-
+ COMPLETED MR STATIOMS.
AR STATIONS PROJECTED OR UMDER COMSTRUCTION,
+ COMPLETED ALL WEATHER RUNWAY LANDING GROUNDS.
+ ALL WEATHER RUNWAY LANDING GROUMDS UNDER CONSTRUCTION,
COMPLETED FAIRL WEATHER LAMNDIMG 3TRIPS.
FAIR WEATHER LANDING STRIPS UNDER CONSTRUCTION,
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Airfields

Victoria Point

Mergud

Tavoy

Moulmein

Mingaladon

Zayatlkwin

Toungoo

Heho

Aungban

(5atellite)

Nemsang

Lashio

Akyab

Meiktila

Myitkyina

AIRFIELD ACCOLLIODATION

Ruhways
(2s at 7.12.41)

Feor all-weather strip
Unoccupied.

2 all-weather strips,
G, and M. party only

ell-weather strip

-

C. and M, party only

all-weather sirip
nearly completed
C. and M. party only

P

4 all-weather strips

60 Squadron (ground personnel)

67 Sguadron

1 all-weather strip nearly
finished

Unoeccupied

2 all-weather strips, 1 not

quite finished

Oecupied by No. 1 A.V.G.

2 2ll-weather strips
C. and M. party only

1 ell-wpather strip
2 all-weather strips
Unoceupied

2 all-weather strips
C't {!.I‘id ”o F‘Eﬁ.!“t}r Onlﬁr

all-weather strip

w =

Uncecupied

American-built sercdrome and

hutments
2 all=-weather strips
Small C. and M. party
1 dry-weather strip half
finished

Unoeccupied

Short all-weather strip

R.AJF, Signals' section only

still under conetruction

gll-weather strips under
construction

A “Bad"

Accommodation

iow h Leooiredotion
for 20
Complete for 420

Complete for 420

Ready for 420

Ready for 600

Nil

Ready for 420

Ready for 420

Nil

Ready for 420. Water
supply still uncertain

Ready for 420

Half-ready for 150

Ready for 26

Nil

Nil



AIRFIELDS

P.0,L. AND BOMB STOCKS AS AT 7.12.41

APPENDIX "B.2"

L] F T
5 r | '. '= | 1 !
tirfield || 100 Oct, 90 Oct.| 472C.| 4725.1500 250125&'2505 40 | 20 G 250| .5 <5 L .303 .303 | ,303 L450 | .38
Galls.| Galls. 1b.{1b.|1b.{1b.| 1b. {1b. | 1b. 1b.| Ball AP  |Tracer| Ball AP [Pracer| SM3 |[Revol-
i SAP|GP |AS |SaP| GP ["F" e GP ver ||
i
vingaladon 45,000| 106,000{ 2,800 | §,400/120{120|580|458 (2,354 |1,480{27,160| 653|182,000|240,00043,250(1,150,00050,000 {21,000 37,0001,000
Youlmein | 50,000| 100,000| 3,000| 5,800| - | - [100f 50| 15C| 300| - - - - - 48,000 - 10,000| 700 |
favoy 45,000| 100,000| 3,000| 5,000{ - | - | 90i126| 150| 300 - 50! < - - 20,000 > 10,000| -
lorgud 58,000| 108,000| 3,800 6,000| - | - | 90[{126| 150| 300{ = 41| 11,250 7,500| 1,250 38,000 - 10,000| -
Zayathkwin - - = = el (B - - - - - - - - = 6,500 -
TO'UHEDD 5? ,ﬂm 145 ,GGD B,Dm 5,9{:-} e -~ o — - by —! o = - — EG’,GDG - 1G|GUD -
hoho 40,000 F 148,000} 3,000| 5,900( - - - 50 488 |1,276| 5,120| 100 - - - 70,000 - 10,0001 700
Jdamsang 40,000 | 148,000| 3,000 6,000 - | - | = | = - - - - - - - - - 10,000| =
iashic 38,000 | 148,000 3,000 6,000! - = - 50 |1,B30¢| 300 - 1,440% - - - 50,000 - 10,000 T00
Akyab 44,000 20,000] 1,000 4,000 = | = | = | = = - - - - - - - - - -
Arouvp H.Q. - - - = i ==l s - - - - - - - - - 10,000 1,000 "
{ vupf 1y Base ]l
! El.lrllﬂ .*313 ,DGG 161 ,ﬂm B,GDG zﬂ,ﬂﬂfl = B e = = - p s - - Lo — — = -
|
! 3
730,000 |1,185,000|33,60070,000 {12120 860|860 |5,122 |3,956 |32,280 (2,284 (193,250|247,500 44,500|1,396,000(50,000| 21,000{123,500 (4,100
| ! | -
Bulk Civil stocks 6,500 tons 2,800 tons 13,000 galls. 21,000 galls. See Netes on pace 2.
Base spirit A.M. property

(1)
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AERODROMES - P.0.L. AND BOMB STOCKS AS AT 7.12.41 (continued)

NOTES:-

(1) 1340 2501b. and 1680 401b, borbs were held at Lashio for onward transmission to Area "A". The 250's were subsequently withdrawn to
Mamwe for use there.

(2) N.B. * This P.0.L. was distributed betwcon Yunnmanyi, Kunming, Tangling and Chan-yi in Yunnan Province of China (arca "A").

(3) 411 petrol held in 40 gallon 16 gouge drums oil in 5 gallon and 45 gallon drums stored in open, normally in 3 compounds, :
each with & capacity of 170 tcns fuel. This policy was rapidly being amended to wide dispersal followins the return of the R.AF.
Mission to China on 2.1k.41, where the noccssity therefors had been anply demonstrated.

(4) Toungoo was occupied by the A.V.G. and therefore carried no stock of armament.

{5) Namsang was not occupied other than by small C. and M. Party.

(6) Sericus oil deficiencies were to have been met by issues ex Singapore of 27,000 gallons 472C and 61,000 gallons 4728, but these never
materinlised. Proportionate holdings were mintained by the issue from India at the end of December of 21,000 gullens of 472G,
17,600 gallons 472B, arrangemcnts having been made for subsequent maintenance eiother by Indie or direct from Air Ministry.

(7) Total Bulk Storsce Facilities:-

iimgaladon - 2,000 gallons

B.C.C. Syriam - 14,000 tons

B-B-P.Gt Thilﬂ-w& — Egﬂﬂﬂ' tﬂnﬂ
fB} N.B. On zafz stocks of petrcl pain réserve petrol installations were:-

Mandalay Magwe Leshio Akyab (Heho and Mamsang 2s shown in teble on pzce 1)
100 Oct. 125,000 165,000 105,000 88,000
90 Oct. 232,000 27,000 150,000 34,500
87 Oct. 51,000 - - 12,000
&72 G, 29,500 5,300 - 2,800
472 B. 16,800 4,500 4,500 2,600

(2)
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A.0.C.'S APPRECIATION OF AIR SITUATION

JAINARY 1942

BREVIEW

1. Relative to forces available in the 5.7, Pacific, Jaran is initially strong
by sea, land and air. Her sirategy so far has been a well thought out air-cum-
maritime strategy with the object of seizing with troops focal points in the
Pacific on the American line of sea and air communication, and of seizing the
Fhillipine Archipelago, M:laya, Netherland East Indies, and our base at
Singapore.

2. Japan has been enabled to carry her plan successfully through the first
stage. Hong Kong has fallen and the fall of the Phillipines is & matter of
time. Troops have been landed in Borneo, cpart from vigorous ection against the
American Fleet at Pearl Harbour and the essizure of the Pacific bases, Thailand
with its widespraad air bases hes bson ccecupicd, and the essault is now in
progress on the southern portion of Malaya and Singepore.

3. Without SBumatra and Java, Japanese occupation of the Malayan Peninsular
and the base would be uncertain and risky. Indeed, allied air sction based in
these two islands would deny to Japan sea communication with Singapore, We
must theresfore assume thet if she succesds in capturing Singapore her next
thrust will be in the direction of Sumatra, Jeva and the Celebes, thouzh this
may be attempted before it falls.

4. The war in China is by no mesns settled. This is & direet threat to
Japanese political and military aims. The best course thet Japon could pursue
in order to close the Chinsse incident would be o cut China's lifo-line by
sglzure of Burma and its port at Rengoon. Thus the sssential aid in Lease and
Lond meterials for China could be cut off.

5. As regards Russie, we cannot hope that with the grest battle new in
progress on her western front she would lend military aid against Japan at
presant

S. Japan is yesk in natural resources and industrial potentisl. Thereforc

on & longish term policy, of wer material and mmitions. Tor this reason she
must attempt to conclude her campaign with the greetest possible speed in the
hope that having seized the 5.W. Archipelago in the Pacific and Burma she will
be enabled thercby to secure her line of sea commmnication. Thus, by the
ebility freely 1o move her land and air forces and to concentrats at the points
of danger, she would hope to meet our lilaly seale of attack. This achieved,
she would be in a strong position and hope to "sit pretty" until the “game is
not worth the candle"; emerging from war with her zim acconplished.

7. Trere is one unfavourable factor in the Japanese strategy. 58he wages
maritime wer at the end of a 2,000-mile line of sea communication, The homber
domimtes sca communications within range. As long as we hold Burma and ars
able to operate with land, sea and air forces from this bese we threaten her
forces in M:laya and are able 4o attack her maritime shipning and sir and
military bases in the Gulf of Siam, in Thailand, nnd in the Western Cambodi=,
Thereaftor operations against the N.E.I. would be practicable under our umbrelis
of air action based in Miuleya, Moreover, as long as we hold Burme by using
Chinese air bases we can throaten Japsn itself and eiteck her sea communications
and bases in the vicinity of Formosa. Since our line of sea and air
communication lics through India and over seas remote from Japanesc air sction,
it is clear that if Japan hopes for success sho must -

(2) Occupy Burm: at all costs;
b) Carry this operation out befors the monscon sopson, which commences in

¥ay, when it would be impracticable to vrerete the necessary scale of
land and nir attack. Aftor that it would be too late.
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8. TFrom the sbove review it is clear that our "Heel of Achilles" in the
Jopanese campeisn is the defence of Burma. HNoreover, if we assume the worst
case as rogards Singmpore and the E,E,I., there is little doubt that any
success we nre to goin in the campaign will rest upon our ability to build up
our offensive stroke base on Burma.

9 If the sbove is true, it is clear thet even et the cost of action atv home
or in the kiddle E-st theatre -

(2) Sufficisnt air end land forces must be made available for the dsfence
of Burmz, and
(b) Resources for an offensive stroke must be built up in Burme.

DEFEMCE OF BURMA - Geographical.

10. TFrom Fort Hertz in the North to Rungoon is a distance of 900 miles. In
breadth it is 575 miles. Two grest features run North to South - the Araken
Yomas and the Shan Hills, divided by the Irraweddy and the Salween respectively,
River, road, rail and signals communications at present run roughly North and
South and terminate in Rangoon., Two roads are under constiruction between Ingie
and Burme. Until they are completed Burms is cut off from India sxcept by air
and ses., G-nerally specking, except for the plain country between the

mountain ranges, it is jumgle. Air beses are run-way'd, isolated and plainly
disceruible from the air. Th y can generally be foufd easily by day and by
night, As regards weather, flying caénditions arc s=tisfactory except during
the morsoon peried of five months - from 1y to October, At this tims air
operations are practicable but difficult: they lavour the offence and restrict
the defence. During the monsocon flying operations could, however, be carried
out in China satisfactorily.

11, A successful sttack by land and air forces, directed arainst Rangoon from
the EBast or South-East, would therefore deny our gbility %o withdraw the
gerrison from the country.

DEFENCD OF BURLA - Filitary.
12, Air. Assuming the worsi case, i.e. with Japan in the lrlayen Peninsular
and Surmetra, Burma would bs open to attack by air, seo avd land, Judging from
the strategical and tactical plan emploved against the Phillipines and
Singapore, it would be reasonsble ito essume that brocdly speaking the atiack on
Burma would tuke the form of n knockout blow by air on tha base at Rangoon,
with &ir forces cpersting at close range from carriers, Thailand, and the
Malayen Peninsular, tc provide long range fightor cover and direct bombing
support for her land end sez thrust. The air defences system of bombers,
fighters, and torpedo bombers must be strong cnough to defeat this ettempt,

13. land: Her railway system in Theiland enables her to concentrate a useiul
force on the avenue of approach to Moulmein, which runs from Negron Sawarn and
Bhisanulok, but the country on this evenue of approach is difficult - hill
country covered with jungle. Based on the reiluay which runs down the
Peninsular from Bangkok, she is able to provide forcecs 1o infiltrate through
the jungle country on our South-easiern Thai border #ith the object of nipping
of f places like Mergui and Tavoy. Additionally, she could provide forces 10
infiltrate up the coast in smell boats to zid in the generzl rolling up of tha
Southarn tongue of Burma. The scizure of these two gir bases would be &
sorious mattor for the defence of Burmn, since with fighters and bombers based
thors the scele of stteck would be brought to closs range from & direction thal
is unsatisfactory for the werning syctem. £ stern defence is thorefore
necessary at both thess places, particularly at Tivoy. An attack can also bs
lsunched towards the Shan States. Hereo again, cop munications through jungle
country cro diffievlt, but the Jaopanese soldier it showing considerable

ability in jungle fighting. Looking =t the picturc broadly, theraforo, it
would he wise to nesume thot although thesc three land operations might well
take pluce, a determined sca-borne expediticu nga..nst Burma provides their baet
chance. A& hostile lending in the delta, or indee &nywhere in the Gulf of
Martaban, outflanks the land defence end threctom: the base.
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14, Sea: We can cssume that, as in the-case of M:luya and the Phillipines, an
expedition into the Gulf of Martaban would be part of the knockout blow on
Burme, and therefors our bombing force £nd long range fighter force must be
sufficiently strong to defeat an oxpedition of this kind. Our naval forces at
sea in an engagement of this kind during the next four months may not be great,
and therefore we must rcly on the bomber s our mnin means for defeating such
an atteapt. The expedition egainst the Phillipines comprised & convoy of somo
. 80 vessels., It is impossible to say whether such 2 convoy would be available,
but with Singupore as a Jopancse base and the other rerts in Malaya at her
disposal, we must cxpect that = sce-borne expedition would be big enough for a
good chance of success, The 2ir strongth neccssary to deal with the above
likely action in co-operation with the Army and Navy are remarked on elscwhere
in this Approciation. Additionally, wo rwust renember her powerful carrier
force, With this it would be practicable to attack our convoys in the Bay of
Bengal and in the East Coast of India. Thus by the attack of convoys she may
attempt to cut off Burma., 4 naval force with carriers and borbing action from
Ceylon, Calcutta, Burma, and the Andem=n Islands will be necessaery to prevent
this. '

SCALE OF ATR ATTACK ON BURMA.

-

15. Adr bases in _range. Turning now to the air situation, Japen has seized
Theiland, where landing grounds are nurerous. Froe use is also made of air
bases in Cembodia. . Her line of air conmunication from Jepun and Manchukuo,
which runs down the coast of China to Thailand, is therefore securs and
adequate. Indeed, existing facilities cnd her ability to increazse these
hereabouts is such that z scale of =ir attack on Burme will only be conditionsd
by the air forces Japan is able to allocate to the thestre.

16, First Linc strength and gmployment. Hor first line strength is
approximately 2,000 zircraft of all types. Prucuetion is at the rate of 200 a
month for the first 15 months of the war, and then it may drop by 30 per cent,
on account of leck of raw meteriels. At rresent there are 700 aircraft bassd
in Thailand, Cambodiz and Maleya, Her »ir offort against Burma is at present
slight, 50 aircraft per day being the probable meximum scale of attack. 8hes
is at preosent using some 240 aircraft ageinst the Phillipines. Russia faces
her in the North and contzins & sizeable air force.

17. We must not disregerd the possibility - however remote it may be - of the
fall, not only of the Phillipines, but of .Singapore also. It is impossible to
- say when this may happen but it is inevitable that if snd when they fall Burma
must bear the full weight of atteck from the Japeneso air force. She is able
to make what preparctions are desirable in Thoilend end Cambodia ageinst her
assault on Burme,

18. There are 33 asrodromes and landing grounds in Thailand and Cambodia
within 800 miles of Rangoon. Moreover, the 240 Heavy Bombers now operating
against Singapore from Cambodia could operate effectively against Rangoon,
since it lies at the same range from Cambodia.

19. BScale of Attack: It would be precticable, it is considered, to provide
operational facilities for = first line strength of about 1,000 aireraft within
range of Rengoon.* It may well be thet trensportction snd other difficulties
rmay make this impracticable, but it would be unwise to scy that it is impossibls
since the Jopanese have long experience in air werfare in countries similar to .
Thailand and; moreover, have already shown some ability to improvise.

20, At intensive effort it would be reasonable to expect, therefore, that in
the knockout blow on Rangoon 2s many as 600 aircraft a day may be expected for
a limited period. , '

21, Likely Objectives: This scals of atteek would be turned by day and night
against the city, its port and shipping, and its facilities &s z bese for the
forece in Burma. 1In addition, an attcmpt would be mmde o destroy our air
organisation and support would be given to convoys and troops thrown against

the country,

{(* including carrier aircraft)

-



AIR DEFENCE OF BURMA.

22. A list of the vital points in Burme = Appendix "A" is attached,
Additionclly, thore is the #ir, Lrmy snd N-v.l orginiestion in process of
being built up. The problem is thor:fore to previde cdequate day and
night fighter defence 2t the grostest poessible speed -

(=) For Rongoeng

(v) For our nerodreme orgeniscticn botween Tounges and Lashio, where
our bouber forces will be buscd;

(2) For our ccezn convoys coming in round the Bassein Pzninsuler,
vhere fighter supprort will be necessary on & linited basis for
cenveys during deylight.,

(d) For loulmein through which the encomy lund seale of ettzck will
probubly be developeds

(e) Outlying strong points like Tevoy and Fergui.

€3, Fighter Dofence: The Ssctor layeut to provide protzetion for the
sbove requircments ig sheown on bup I cttached to this Approeciztion, It
will be ncted thut this sector crgeniseticn prevides not only for the
protection from bombor sttack of the chove vitel pointe, but =lsc the
gdditiconal peints in the country which roguira security - since they lic
birind fighter sector crgarisation,

r defance in terms
cpered for the worst
ooy fighters end
o f of Burn:,

2. Fighter Strongth: 4s rogirds straungth of
of first line sircraft., The fizhter defence muct ba

5. The Battle of Brituin was won on = breis of uns fighter to every Tour
battle airersft - fighter and bomber - that covld be breoght axedinst the eir
defenee. 1,000 aircraft can bo brought agiinst the def-nezs =nd thorefors

on this eczleulation we would reguire first linc etrength of 250 aireraft. Butb
the wir defence systen in the UK, is probebly the stropgsst =nd nmost hizghly
orgarisced in the werld, Full R.D.F. und Observer Corps frcilities, reinforeing
gnd ground freilities of 211 kinde sre cveiloble for delfences and the warning
systom properly co-ordincted snd offsctive. Overtore, the U.K. is like =
bestion, «nd on acecornt of time und space eomsiderchle fightoer forcos may be
depleyed £t &lrost 2ny peint and in alrest any direction to meot and to mateh
the sezle of =2ttsck, In Burm=, however, thero zrc grect disterces to eontend
with and warning system will, &t best, be inzdaqueta,

26, Outlying peints like MNoulrwein, Loshic, and isclated bomber stations like
Heho snd Nomsing €126 roguire protection: while frontier posts such s Tivoy
and Mergui will roquire fighter support in accordsnce with thke situntion.

e7. Furthoroorc, the country is such, and the neture of zir war guch, thzt
fighter setion will prove the most valucble ceniribution we can melo to the
sdvance of ovur greund forcos = gor alternctively, tc zid the Army in bringing
the envmy scile of land stteck to rest by the sttack of the sheny Tirst line
aireraft lines of communication, and trocps.

28. We ean tceepl, hewever, = reduction in fichter gtrenscth for twe rosscne:-
(2) Te cocn probably keep shead of Jupan in {ighter porformence end firve
powor. W: aro superior to them 2% prescnt in both with tha
Hurriczne II3 and tho P.40, but not with the Buff=lc.
(b) There is only on: Lenden in Burms - E-r-con.
It is cslevlated, thereforc, that to vrovide zesinst those rcauirements e

minimog force of 224 Pirst line fickters will be necessary, iwe, id Fightor
Saued £ I.5.

29. Initi=] Deploymemt: This foreec would previde onm initizl deployment:-

(2) One Squadroen in Seetor "0"- Dusscin - for the protection of shipping
coming round the Bassein Peninsuwler, so situnated that it can reinforce
the cir battle over Rengoen if necessery,
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(b} Six sausdrens for the irvediste defincs of Rongoon, one in
Bector "A", cno in Scctor "BY and tyo in Sceters "CM and "D,

(e¢) Tue squedrons for Sector "Z" os n general roscrve and for night
fighting.

(d) For the defence of Voulmein, one gqutdron which czn =lsc teks pert
in the air battle on :¢cﬂunt of its pesition on the svenue of
approach.,

(e) For the defonce of Toungoo, two squodrons ill be required in
Seetor "FY and for the 7efence of the roemi ining bomber stetions
to the Morth, one in Sector "H"™ and one in Soctor "J",

30, Tho force wonld be cbile and caprbla of nutuval roinforcemcnt botwsen
sectors, Thus, iil the sculs of uttock developed towmrds the North to knockout
our bombors, Sceturs F, &, end H ¢evlé be reinforced st will:; if on Rzngoon,
12 squedrons could be concentrated.

31. &s noted zbove, the 14 Fighter Sggcdron busis would provide two squadrons
trained for night flying, based in Roncon arec. The snemy have slready
siartad night bembing. On account of the restrieted ares of tho buse at
Rengoon ond the necessity to provide recsonchle security from night bombing
atteek, it is considercd thet o provisicn of twe squodrons for this zrez is by
ng monng onocver-insursnea,

£2. It is therefore reccnrended that the present programme of six fishter
squadrone sheuld be inereased te 14 Wighter Sousdrons on the hishest prierity,

=nd_that the i_ zup fighter seeter srgsricoticn shown on liip I should be
Ercnccde. with :t oNco. *

33. PFizhiter Typest: There cre inview -

- (2) 3 Hurricene IIB Squodroens,
(b) 1 Buffele Squadron alresdy here. *
(e) 1 A.V.G. Sguzdron F.40

* To remain svperior in equiprent to Jupun in the immedizte future, nothing with
o lower perfermance than the P.20 shovld be smployed, and No.b67 Sguadron should
tharafnrﬂ be resrned.

34, Roguirement: Ths 14 Fighter Squedrone required should, it is recormended,
comprises =

Alreody for or in Burm = 5 Sgumndrons
For day combat = 1 additional A.V.G. Bquadron
6 additicnal Hurricane or P.40
Squadrons.
For dey-cum-night combat - & Horricane or Bemufighter

Squadrons,

Totals 14 Squadrons

ANTI-ATRCRAFT GUN DEFENCE.

35, The mvriber of lons renge Anti-iireraeft guns znd Bofors ncccssary for tho
defence of vitel points, both Service and Givil, is =t prosent vnder review,
As rogards the defence cf zir bases, since thoy orc oxrosed and since fighter
protection muet inevitobly be slight partieularly towairds the Neril, they
pust be well dofended from low {lying attcck. Dispsrsion in pens, though
usaful, docs not provide adequzte scevrity beciuse the cnemy heve adopted &
roliey of low flying etteck by fighter aireraft cgainst our first line fightors
and bembers whorever they con be found within renge. The cnemy fighters have
en cfieetive renge of some 900 miles (with long renze tanks), and thorefore
A£.A, defencc on asrodromes must be prepared at all times to dezl with eneny
fighter attacks which may slip through the sir dofence system. Two 3.7's,
eight Befors, and 32 Lisht Automatics will be nscessary on sach occupied
gerodroma,

36, A list of merecdromes on long torm policy is attached, marked Appendix G,
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and from this it will be noted wo shall evontually require protection on this
scale for 18 aserodromes. Tris allows for expansion beyond the present progronme
on & 15-gquadron bosie,

37. G.,G,I, BETS. The situstion regarding the provision of R.D.F. cover for the
air defence system will require careful study. Ir ths meantime it ney be taken
that at lemst six G.C.I. sets will be nccossary, together with a number of C.H.
and C,H,L. Btations to provide adequate werning for the fighter orgenisstion.

38. OBSERVER CORPS. Thc Observer Corps systen in the country runs nlong the
lines of telophone communicnticn. A reviow has baen nede of our irmediatc
tclephone requirermonts: = copy of this is sttached (Appendix B). Imediste
requiremonts uncer this hond are 1,060 miles of telephone cormunication, 103
instruients, end 100 Observer Corps persorncl who speck English. Additionelly,
at lonst 15 W/T, sets will be required for civering gaps in the system,

39. NIGHT DEFENCE. T ntnosphere in B rip is exceptionally clesr during the
moonlight peried. Thcre ie ro industrial haze ovor the vitnl points in Rangoon,
Fog is sometimes prevalent but the incidence of this is slight, except in
Fabruary when visibility on some six nichts might interferc with cperations.
During the uonscon pericd of Jun--October night operctions, both bomber and
fighter, will be much restrictod on both sides. 4ie rogards Night Defence there
are two problcems of irmedinte importance:-

(2) The Night Defence of Rengoon: Rengoon is situated on & broad estuary where
the Pegu River and R n <tn River bifurcate. To the Tert thore is a lorge marsh
and to the Nerik = lakc. Those show up clearly on neonlight nights ond from
their position Ranzoon can be found with great czse. The city is couparetively
small and includes®he vitrl dock sren, throush which the mejority of
reinforcements end supplies must poss to meintain the forces based in Burne.,
kirtitionally, the 0il Refineries ond Ircizllations at Syriam and Thilewe lie

to the South close to the river. Rangoon is therefore o first-cless bottle
neck. From the night bombing peint of view it is o most favoursble targot.

If wo continue to deny the onemy the ability to bomb by day, & heavy scale of
night bombing on R n.ocn rust inevitably develop. The effeet of this in so
rostricted an ares connot be exagrerated., Urgent steps to meet this situstion
are therofcre neccssary.

From peragreph 31 it will be noted that 2 Night Fightor Squadrons nre
recommended for the night defence of R n-uon end vicinity. It is rocommended
that these are Beaufighter £.I, Soucdrcns end thet G.C.I. control should be
established for thon in the R rorin cres as quieckly 2s possible. I0 it is
impracticable to fulfil this recormendation for roliey resscne, the two Night
Fighter Squadrons sheuld be Hrerricans type "G ts-oye" and will require
illumination to cnablc them to be offeetive., In this event a ssarchlight
layout would be necessary in Scetors A, B, and 0. Requirements under this head
are in process of boinz werked out snd recommendetions will bo made in the
imredinte future. A strong A.A. defence is therefors, for the reasons set out
abovo, essentinl, .

(b) Defonce of Shipping from moonlizht torpedc end bormbinz attsck. The
possibility of & moonlight tcrpede end bombing attock on our gcnvoys rounding
the Brsecin Peninsular cannct be disregarded, Ne Ti-hter cction thet we can
take at nizht will provont this. The canvoy muet therefor: be well protectaed
by escort vossels ond i.i. wecpons, while 2 number of balloons should be
flewn frem ships convoy.

SBALLOONS ,

40, Ballcon protection for the bose of Run oon and twe 0il Refincries noted
above, and for ships lying in the R » oon estuary, is an essential requirement -
particularly for the monsoon pericd. A revicw of the requircments hzs been '
made and two sguodrons of £5 bellocns are necessary, Tioss should be manned
eventunlly by loezl enlistrent.

41, COUNTER OFFENSIVE - Bunber hction. For the same reascn that it would pay
Japen to seize Durr7, it is to ocur advantage teo hong on ot 2ll costs. Ausurdng
the worst cmse, it is only in this way that the offensive action aganinst

Jipir, with tho cin of crushing her, can be achicved. IZ, for exemple, J:pon

were ablo with her =ir force sand neval sction to seize and sustoin = considersble
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force in the Muloya Peninsular, the Dutch Erst Ir-ice, Borneo, the Celebes,

and the Prillipine Group, she would be in = strong position to deny us serious
intorfercunce with her so= communicstions end boses betwson Japan and her new
island Eritire. To do this she would rsly on the bomber =nd the torpede bomber,

42. Thkus, by bomber action opercting from air bases secured by fighters, and

by the use of light naval forces znd carriers, she would be in a strong poeition
as regnrds isoleting herself from interference - since interference must come

by sea, In ' =itustion of this kind, 211 we could hope tc do would be to launch
our offensive either from Nertlorn Avetr 1lic or from Burie, IU o launch it
from Norir.rn Avetrelis - 2 situstion in terms of communications ond provision
of requircrionts that is formidable - we would heve to push forward our air
attack ond thereunder attempt to roll up the Duteh Eust In dice oy the reverse
action that J ;:'n, in her reletively strong position, was able to infliet on

us. But . trould be operating on extericr lines. A very different situsntion
from the J puncse cperations cerried on intericr lines of sen and air
communications,

£3. It is =20t urlikely, thercfore, thet the blow must be struck from Bur
¢nd that bomber counter offensive zcticn will play sn irportant reole in the
combined plan.

44, DBombers bmsed in Burma are zble to oper:itc in the Gulf of 5iam and on the
Japanese - lines.of redilway communicetion from Seigon running down through
Bangkok into Malayn. Strong offcensive cction ageinst reilwey transportation
and enemy shipping plying between Banckek snd Maleyn would favour our situztion
in Mrlaya,., Apert from the moterisl loss inflicted, it would force the onemy
to provide short range fighter protection for some 400 miles. Like Rangoon,
Bangkck is = mein centre of distribution, end indeed the base for operations
cgzinst Burma. Viscrous bombing cetion to "Covontry" Bangkok is therefore
desirable &s on imrmediste measure. Since fichtor support for our bombers
opersting in the Gulf of Siam is necesscry to ellow effective bombing operations
to take place, =nd becnuse short ronce fighter zeticn is the most effective
form of action mgainst enemy rail trenspert, it is clesrly desirable that we
should holé on to Morcui und Tovey os long os possible, but perticularly Tavoy.

45, LIR ATTACK ~GLINST JLPiN & FORMOS4, Pressure agninst the Jupaneselines

of cumrunicotion runnine southwards by sen ond lend throuch the Gulf of Siem pays
2 linited dividend only in the theatre of operations. Offensive netion

azoinst Japen herself or her ses cormmnientions and bases in the Foricee area
would have an immedists effect on the whole campsign. A haressing scale of
attack, however slisht, would tiec down shoert renge fighters so necessary for

the successful conduct of her czmpaign in the Archipelsso, and so weaken her at
the periphery of her effort. A vitzl peint in Foroese should be subjected,
therefore to daylizht air operations besed in Chims as soon as ever this can be
done.,

46, Sinilerly, we should attempt =t an carly stage in the campeign to

exert air pressure on Jupen herself. We heve no information rezarding the
volue of air sction on the Jupanesa. The Japeansse workman ooy be more
bemb-procf than our people a2t heme, but it is ¥very unlikely that this is so =
egpecinlly s portions of her cities zrc self -destroying if sttacked by
incendiary bombs. It is nore proboble that zir action token ezainst - for
example - the Jepanese nireraft factories ot La-oya, which provides half her
total preoduetion, would cruse m=n ioportent and possibly immediate drop in
preduction; while wore it possible to centinue = desultory and harassing sczd
of attack important results moy be cxpected here and elsewhere in Jepen,

Japen is & comparstively sm=ll islend and her opportunity for the dispersal of
protection of industry of all kinds fron sir zttack is obviously & difficult
One .

7. On Mzxp II, the epheres of countor offemsive bombing seticn erc marked.
Area 1 shows the effective renre of mediwa end heavy bembers towards tho scuth,
end Ares 2 similar roances towsrds Jopon. It should be noted that arrangements
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have alrcacy been made in the "Tulip" plen for maintzining bombers operating from
Chinese air bases, and when bombers are availeble there would be nothing to
prevent us from carrying out attacks on the Jzpanase shipping in the Formosa
Streits and against Fernosa. Until, however, it was possible to provide proper
fighter protection for merodromes in Tulip Aren "B" sustained bomber cperations
would bs unwise. Henco, sudden sporndic sttmcks apainst these cbjectives are
inevitrble until zcdir boses in Tulip Ares "B are more secure from eir attack.

48. COUNTER INVASION. A4s ncted clscwhere, we must be propared to defeat by
bombing acticn (os o princry means) o soe-borne oxpoditicn egminst Burma, If
the scnle of attack were, scy, 50-80 tronsports with = supporting navel force,
a force of 7 bomber squadrons and 2 torpede bomber squedrons would not be an
over-insurance, Bomber scticn ageinst tho port of embarkation would be
osgential., Fighter support fer air zetion would be provided from our 14
squadrcns, Onc Hudson Squadren for oversses recconnaissance woulé also be
nocessary. The two Terpedo Bomber sguadrons need not be based in Burma but
should be available to arrive in Burme in seven days., Action ageinst enemy
convoys 1is also necessary.

49. DIRECT SUPPORT. Dircct bombing sup crt for the Army defence of Burma and
to enable linited offensive cperations te be token by the Army, and fighter
protecticn to cover such operations, is roquired. Both these tesks in the North
and the South can be carried out from our bases in Burme, and with the sir
forces aveileble in the country on a basis of 14 fighter squedrons and 7

bomber squadrone we cen meet this. In the event of a major offensive action
boing necossery, additional squadrons would probebly be required,

50. BOMBER STRENGTH. The prescnt Burme programmo for bombers is 7 squadrons, -
two Wellington Squedrens end 4 Blonhein Squodrons from tho Middle Eest, and
No,60 Squadron. With this forec bombing operations will be only limited by the
scale of effurt that can be developed by this force. Operating from a secure
base in Burra, they should be able to carry out effective action, both by day
and night, against the Japancse bese ot Theiland - Bangkok - and ageinst the
Japanese land and sea comrmnications running down the Esstern side of the
Malayan Peninsular. It would also be procticsble, oven with so small a force,
to undertake occasionally herassing sttecks on Formoss based on an aercdrome

in Tulip Arca "B".

51. Af noted sbove, bombers bosed in Burma are in a strategically favourabls
position to opernte to the 5.E. agoinst Japenese land and sea communieations,
end to the N.E, through China sgainst Formose ond Japan., In ccnsegquence, the
agrodrome facilities are being built up to enable us to operate such bomber
squadrons 28 the Commander-in-Chief places at our disposal from British and
American rescurccs.

52, MNAVIGATIONAL FACILITIES. Full navigational and night flying facilitics
will be nocessary, especinlly in the monsoon, 4 review is in prepcration,

53. ARMY CO-OPERATION, The two Army co-operaticn squadrons now arriving are
considered adequate. They require to be rearmed with Temahawks and cannot fight
on their present equipment.

54, SIENsIS REQUIREMENT., A signals plen will be necsssary. This is being
prepared and recommendations will be made.

55, ECONNAISSANCE. 4 P.R.U unit of 2 Mosquitoes, 2 Hurricens II's, will
provide for requirenents.

56, INTERCOMMUNICATION. A Communicaticn flight of 3 twin heavy asircreft
(D.C.2 2nd Leekheed) and 4 light eircraft is necessary fer intercommunication
work for the Army, Air end Navy services.

To surmerize:-

57. Japanese stretecy will probebly result in the sttempt to establish herself
in the Phillipines, Malays, and the island archipelago of the Dutch Eest Indies,
and having seizcd these, uttempt to secure by zir cection and limited naval
action hor lines of comunieaticn between Japan and hor newly captured island
empire. By offensive air cetion, bascd on theso islands, to the south towards
Austrezlia, and tewerds the In'ian Ocecn, she will sttempt to deny our ability
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successfully to launch expeditions which would resvlt in her collapse. To make
this cffective she must ot all costs seize Burma, and so bring the Chinese
incident to a clese, thus denying us territory in China whersas cur bombers
might operate against her sea cormumications, and indeed Jzpan herself. Were
she unable to do this, she must see her defe-t as inevitable.

58, In conscquence, Burmn, and the Niecbar and the Andamen Islonds must be
held =t 21l costs, first as our bestion for the defecnce of India snd for the
defence of cur sea coumunicrntions to Burma snd in the Indizn Ocean, which carry
so much trade for the war potentizl tc the U.K. Secondly, es the only
reascnably secure basc from which msjor cperations ageinst Japen and newly
seized torritories can be dirccted.

59. BSince effective =ir action heralds the success of combined cperaticns
in this wide thectre of cporetions, we must at =211 cests defend R ngoon and
cur 2ir beses and Army and Neval corganisstion in the country from the
destructive bombing ztteck that would peralyse cur defonces and destrey our
ability tc maintein fighting efficiency. Under this head the following air
defence requirements cre essential before attack in force on Burma develops.

AIR_DEFENCE. The following roquirements are urpently necessary:-

() 4&n edditionsl 9 Fighter Squadrens - British or Americen. Two should

be Beaufiphter Squadrons.
|

(b) Further 3.7's and Bofors.

(¢) If Beaufighters with A.I. are not aveileble, a searchlight layout
for the defence of Rangoon,

(d) & P.R.U., unit of 2 Mosquitces aund 2 Hurricene II's,

(e) Morec R.D.F., G.C.I. ond Observer posts to strengthen the warning
systen,. 19 HfT sets for gops alsc requirsed.

(f) Two Balloen Squadrons for R ngoon.

(g) Signals plen =nd requirements therofrom met urgontly.

BOMBER FORCE,

(2) 4n inercose beyond 7 Bomber Squadrens if wigorous action against

Jepen from China broses is preojected.
Kt

(b) Two Terpede Bomber Squedrons for anti-invasicn to be at 7 days'
cnll for Burmz,

(¢) One Hudsun Squadren for oversees reconnaissancs.

(d) Developnent of air focilitics in Burrmz end Ghinz,

(¢) Nevigational ong ni~ht flyin: faecilities wil) have tc be provided,

INTERCOMFTUNICATION.

4 compmunicstion flicht of one D.,C.2 and two Lockheeds, and four light
aireraft,

ARMY CO-OFERATION.

No.l and 2B Sauedrons to be recrmed with Tomshewks,

(8igned) D. F. Stevenson

Air Vice=-Marshsal,
Air Officer Commanding,

Rangoon, 14th Januery, 1942, ROY.L AIR FORCE, BURMA.

(N.B, Appendices not attached.)
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AP uyn
From:=  Nepgroup.
To :=  Abdair (R) Air Ministry, Whitehall (R) A.H.Q. India,

A.787 18/2

(1) You will have seen Hutton's 0,749 of to-day's date in which he explains
that if enemy has fresh troops behind Bilin thrust which appears probable he
cannot be certain of holding situation River Sittang position might te
renetrated and evacuation of Rangoon become an irminent possibility. In

“hese circumstances my appreciation of air situation in Burre is as follows (,.)

\2) Squadrons (.) We have two Hurricane one A.V.G. fighter 14 Blenheim %
Buffalo two Lysander and one G.R. Flight (.) Reinforecements expected to
arrive in immediamte future are Hurrieanes o completes up tc¢ four Squadrons
(17, 67, 135 and 136) plus two reinforcing Hurricans Squadrons ex Middle
Fast (30 and 261) Blemheims for remainder of 45 Squadron and to equip 60
Squadren giving total of three light bomber Squadrons{) Pack ups and
equivment of two Wellington Squadrons (.)

(3) Warning system weak with loss of telephone line running down Tenassarim
and East of River Sittang coupled with effect of situation on observer poste
closer in denies reliance on Observer Corpe warning to the East of Rangoon (,)
One R.D,F, Station in aetion Rangocn (.) Renge at night satisfactory but for
tuchnical reasons in day time 35 miles maximum (.) One R.D.F. now en route
Akyab (,) North of Hengoon area there is no effective warning for airfields
at Toungoo Heho Namsang or Lashio until arrival of W/T. screen ex Basra in
scy four weeks' time located in Valley of Sslween from Takaw to Papun (.)
Noted that this runs close to frontier in jungle territory across avenue of
cxpected operations (.) Advised R.D.F, in Sitiang Valley though Toungoo
unsetisfactory on account of reflections of mountain ranges (.) 1In

Trrawaddy Valley something can be done with R.D.F. and as long as Rangoon
iolds telegraph plots from Sittang Valley are received Magwe via Rangoon -
nertherly portion via Mandalay (.) In consequence ows Rangoon area is
evacuated there is no security for first line aircraft except at Magwe and
Akyab (.) Toungoo Heho Namsang Leshic with their satellites are open to long
range fighter attack without warning (.)

(4) Whilst adequate stocks of petrol and oil exist at mll airfields in North
end at depct necr Mandelay there are only sufficient bombs for ten days
affort present force (.) Two months reserves ammunition (.) In view of
Hutton's appreciation decision now required as regards smployment and
sossible movements of air force in Burma (.) Mein lesson from this theatre
0 far seems the slimination of American Air Force in Phillipines and loss of
“irst line aircraft in Mlayan campaign and in the Dutch East Indies due to
ighters and bombers operating without adequete warning (.)

(5) As regards security of ses cormunications with Singapore génc it is
rracticable for an expedition to approaech Rangoon under fighter cover from
bases at Mergui and Tavoy (.) There are no long range fighting tanks
available for Hurricenee and therefore attacking light bombers must be
unescorted (.) This would reduce effectiveness of attack on convoy if
located by our weak G,R. force (.) Two T.B. Squadrons referred to in our
4,418 18/1 are now a necessary reinforcement in view of armoured ship
transport (.) Furthermors fighter defence of eonvoys for bomber attack
based on Tenasserim coast would be serious drain in Hurriecane defence of
Rangeon (.)

There are three courses in event of fall of Rangocn (,) Firstly to remain
with Army during its move North towards China (.) In thess circumstances

it would be a wasting force since maintenance which can only be effective
threugh Rangoon would be difficult if not impossible (,) In event of
reaconable scale of enemy atteck heavy wastage for small returns are
inevitable (.) Secondly when Rangoon is clesely threatened to commence
moving personnel and units to India (.) There are 2,000 personnel in
Rangoon area and 1,000 plus up country (,) These would be evacuated some by
sea at last stage romainder by air vie Magwe and Akyab to Caleutts {s)

(1)
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Would fly out aircraft and support of Army could be maintained to the last
moment from Magwe and Akyab (,) R.D.F, Station at Akyab could be withdrawn
at an early stage for defence of Calcutta and fighter defence and bomber
counter offensive based in the North East provinces or elsewhere for the
defence of India (,) Reinforcements directed to Burma would then build up
behind the force in India (.) Thirdly to withdraw bulk of force to India
leaving a mixed Wing of one Hurricane Squedron and one Blenheim Flight and
one A.C. Flight (.) Except for bombs which might be flown in later or
foreign stocks adapted facilities exist to operate this force based
eventunlly behind the Chinese warning system say Kunming {.) Effect would
be satisfactory as regards China and some suppert though desultory would be
available for cur troops (.) Maintenance would have to be by air until
northern road from Assam is completed (.) Request immedinte instructions of
course to be pursued and & free hand tc move my units in accordance gith oy
directif ====

T.0.0. 1710/18.
EMERGENCY OFS.

(2)



APFENDIX "J"
From:= A.0.C. Horgroup

To :- ABDAIR (R) A.H.Q. India (R) Air Ministry Whitehall

4,801 20/2

At Government House meeting this morning between Governor Hutton and self
G.0.C. stated first he had instructed G.0,C. 17 Div to fall back on Sittang
with Div, H.Q. vicinity Pegu (.) Second, danger of complete collapse now
present as frontier force ond burif were not fichting well and ermed police
deserted without warning (.) Troops very tired (.) Third, that therefore
if the enemy rush us they would probably be successful and our defence might
break quickly (.) Therefore decided to accept Armoured Brigade and
Czmeronians with Picneer Batialion and turn round remainder of sonvoy due to
arrive to-morrow (.) But Hutton's advice was that without solid infantry
backing the Armoured Brigade could not be expected to do more than
temporarily stabamlize the situation (.) Since air base in Burma now under
direct threat with limited warning only at Rangoon and Megwe left H.E. and
Hutton agreed that only course open to R,L.F. Burma is establish base
landing grounds in India operation landing grounds Akyab and Magwe with
advancad landing grounds in Rengoon area to provide what fighter and

bomber support can be given (,) Failing immediate instructions am putting
this plan inte action commencing to-day (.) Amn evacuating as much by sea as
pessible remainder by air vie Magwe Akyab (.) Plan allows for switching from
Magwe to Northern Burma and China 2 mixed Wing if necessary - my 4,787 18/2
third course refers (.) Telegram India follows (.)

T.0.0, 0455/20,
EMERGENCY OFS.




AFFE!MK n Kll

Toz= Norgroup
From:- AH,R. India
A,0,0.113 19/2

Your A,753 15/2 (.) For Stevenson from Playfair (.)
Penling decision ABDACOM about withdrawal of your forge if
necessity arises have prepared plen to withdraw on India (.)
Vachell brings plan 23/2 from Dinjan via Lashio (.) Hopes

leave =gain 25/2 (.)



APPENDIX "L"

LIST OF RECOM'ENDATIONS FOR HONOURS AND AWARDS

'~ BURMA CAMPAIGN -

Rank Recommendation Unit

American Volunteer Group

3.

n

13,

i4,

15.

16,

17.

18,

19.
20,

21.

. Bond; C.R.

Little, R. L.

F(;xg H.E ™

« Newkirk, J.V.

» Nenle,; R.H.

Lawler, F.L.

Perry-Keens, A.L.A,
Singer, N.

Turl, C.

. Barnes, J.H.

Grey, J.F.
Spencer, L.D.

Stone, C.A.C,

Andrews, H.L.
Storey, W.d.
Suttcon, F.B.
Suddes

Cotton, M.C.

Croft, M.FP.
Bushell, 4,H,
Blunt, D.5.
Hill, V.E.
Curmins, W.
Barrick, J.F.

Outrem

Pain, F.7.

Hole, T.E.

Junior Flt. Ldr. D.F.Cs
Flight Leader D.,F.C.
Line Chief 0.B.E.
Squadron Leader D.F.G,
Squadron Leader n.F.C.
Wing Men D.F.C.
Royal Air Force
LfL/Cdre. C.B.E.
A/G/Capt. 0.B.E.
W/Cdr. 0.B.E.
Afvifear, M.B.E.
A/ i/Cdr. M.C.
Af/cdr. 0.B.E.
s/Ldr. Bar to
D.F.C
Af8/Ldr. M.B.E.
A/S/Lar. D.F.C.
A/5/Ldr. D.F.C.
hf5ct.(88956) B.E.M.
&/F/Lt. D.F.C.
(since awarded)
A/F/1t. M.B.E.
F/Lt. M.B.E.
Lt.-Col. R.E. 0.B.E.
Temp. W/0. M.B.E.
Sgt. (84728) M.B.E.
sgt. (67788) D,.F.M.
(since zwarded)
Cpl. (645150) B.E.M.
Cpl. (812196) BLE.M,
Cpl. (567962) B.E.M.

(1)

H.Q. Norgroup

" Wing, Akwing

H.9. Norgroup
R.A.F, Burma

113 Squadron

H.Q. Norgroup, H.Q. Burwing

17 Squadron

H.§. Burwing
135 Sguadren
135 Squadron
H.8. Burwing

17 Squadron

517 A.ILE.5.
H.Q. Norgroup
H.Q. Norgroup
60 Squadron

135 Squadron

H.0. Burwing
H.Q. Norgroup

H.Q. Nergroup



LIST OF RECOMENDATIONS FOR HONOURS AND AWARDS

(continucd)
Hame Hank Recommendation Unit
1. Seton Broughzll, H. G/Capt. Mention 0,C. 267 Wing & Burwing
2. Wallis, C.B. W/Cdr. Mention 45 Squedron
3. Milward, R.A, W/cdr. Mention 67 Squadron
4. Pennincton Legh W/Cdr. Mention R.A.F. Station, Mingaladon
5, Menton, Red. ' Afvi/car. Mention H.§. Norgroup
6. Hill, A.E. W/car. Mention H.Q. Morgroup
7. Brandt, J, S/Ldr. D.F.C. 67 Squadron
8. Majumdar 5/Ldr. I.D,F.C. No, 1 Squadron, I.A.F,
9. Wheen, E.R, F/1t. Mention H.Q. Burwing
10, Jenkins, L.R. F/Lt. Mention H.Q. Norgroup & Burwing
11. Gill, L.7.G. F/Lt. Mention H.Q. Burwing
12, Smith, N.A. F/Lt. Mention H.Q. Burwing
13, Farrington, J.5. Ffﬂ. Mention H.Q. Burwing
14, Wisdom, F.H. F/0. fention R.A.F. Station, Mingaladon
15. Cox, R.E, F/C. Mention H.Q. Norgroup
16. Cole, R.D. F/o. Montion 0.C. R.A.F. Lashic
17. Davis, L.S. F/o, Mention 0.C, R.A.F, Tavoy
18.0'"¥Malley, P.D. Cept. I.A. Mention H.Q. Nergroup & Burwing
19. Toogood, T.C. Sgt. (543540) Mention
20. Powell, 4.A. L.i.C. (959369) Mention H.Q. Norgroup
21, Wickhnm, H, 4,C. (1084381) liention H.Q. Norgroup
22. Austin, F.J. A.C. (912373) Mention H.Q. Norgroup
23, Scott, G.X, Col. Mention P, & T,
24, Scott, C.~. Lir, Hention Forests
25, Kane, B.F. anjor Mention F. & T.
26, Boldy, T.D. Nr. Mention P.J7.D.
27. Cherry (deceased) 5yl Mention P.7.D.

(2)
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