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AIR OPERATIONS IN BURItiA AND THE 3AY OF BENGAL

SPRING, 1942

INTRODUCTION

The following is a report on the air operations carried out by a
small Allied Air Force (American Volunteer Group, Royal Air Force and Indian

Air Force-) against the Japanese Air Force in Burma and the Be^, of Bengal and
the subsequent movement of the R.A.F. and I.A.F. to India, whence operations
against the Japanese continue.

1.

In reading this Despatch the following chronological summary may2.

be of assistance:-

1941 Dec. 9th War declared by Japan.

Struggle for air superiority over Ru'joon commenced.Dec. 23rd

1942 Jan. 18th Mergui and Tavoy evacuated.

Jan. 29th Japanese thrust through Tenasserim tovrards Rangoon
commenced.

Feb. 15th Singapore fell.

Feb. 25th Last Japanese effort failed to establish air
superiority over Rangoon.

hLrch 7th Demolitions at Rr-ngoon commenced, Rant;,ooi'. evacuated
and General Alexander's Army commenced v;/ithdrawal
up Prome Road.

March 21st Japanese inflicted severe reverse on R.A.F. Wing
at M.';gwe.

Air operations based in India and Assam in support
of the Army commenced.

General Alexander's Army withdrawn to India and
Air operations against the enemy in Burma continue.

April 12th

toy 20th

3. On the 12th December, 1941, I was informed by the Air Biinistry that
I was to take over Command of the Air Forces in Burma. It was proposed to
reinforce Burma with a force of 4 Fi ;hter Squadrons, 6 Bomber Squadrons and
1 G.R. Squadron with the object of making a front in Burma should the
Japanese campaign against B./ialaya prove successful. On the 14th December I
left England. I met the Commander-in-Chief in India, General Sir Archibald
Wavell, and the Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Air Marshal Sir Patrick
Playfair, on the 28th December in Delhi, where the land and air situations
vifere explained to me.

PART I - AIR SITUATION OH M ARRIVAL IN BURMA AND
CONSEQUENT REQUEST FOR REINF0RCEB,1ENT ’’

On the 1st January, 1942, I flew to Rangoon to take over command
from Group Captain E. R. Manning,
proceeded to Group Headquarters,
of the air situation as a first step.

4.

He met me at Mingaladon aerodrome and I

It v/as necessary to make an appreciation
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Durini" the firs'b sovon days of Januarj'" I visitod tho airfields in Burma

the Station, Squadron and Detachment Commanders and met the Military and Civil
Authorities„

the Army in Burma was under the command of Lioutena-nt-ueneral T, J. Hutton, C ,B.
hile the Senior Naval Officer at Rs.ngoon was Commodore C. Graham, R.N. -

Commodore Burma Coast - who succooded Capt. J. Hallett , R.N., up to that time
N.O.T.C. Rangoon,

5.

G ,B ,E .,The Governor of Burma v/as H.E. Sir Reginald Dorman Smith

L.G » 9

I found that the air garrison of the country comprised 1 Squadron of the
American Volunteer Group, armed vyith P,40's at a strength of 21 I.E. based at
Mingaladon, No, 67 R.A.F. Buffalo Squadron of a strength of about 16 aircraft, also
based at this Sector Station, and a few obsolato aircraft of No. 4- Indian Flight

Apsirt from the personnel of 60 Squadron - \jhose aircraft had

been retained inlialaya - and the Communication Flight, equipped with aircraft ̂ of
the Moth type belonging to the Burma Volunteer Air Force, there was at that time

Reinforcing aircraft for tho Far East
flying through Burma to J,!alaya and the Dutch East Indies,

The Am.eric3,n Volunteer Group, 'Whose primary role vi/as the defence of

the Burma Road, under the command of General (then Colonel) C, L. Chennault,
v/as based at Kunming. A Squadron of tho A.,V.G. had been detached by the
GeneralisEimo Chiang Kai-Shok for the defence of the Port of Rangoon, the only
port through which supplies for China could be passed.

Control of the Pv.A.B'’, in Burma ha.d been somewhat chequered. Up to the

15th December, 194-1, it was orgard.sod as Burgroup - later 221 Group - under
A.O.C. Far East, On the 15th December, 1941, this Group was transferred to the
cornrand of the G,-in-C, India. Almost imiviediately after my arrival in Burma,
221 Group became Noi'group under the command of General Sir Archibald Vilavell,
Supreme Commander South-’P/estern Pacific Comcaar.d, to whom Air Larshal (now Air
Chief Marshal) Sir Richard Peirsc was Chief of the Air Staff and Conmiander of the
Combined Air Forces. For administration Morgroup remain ed under G,-in-C, India.

6,

based at Moulmein,

no further flying units in the country,
wore, however

7,

8.

Airfield lay-out and topography. Geographically, Burma is a

cul-de-sac i^yith a long tongue of jungle escarpment reaching' South from Moulmcin
to Victoria Point. The Port of Rangoon therefci-e provided the only means of
maintaining an Air I''’orce in Burma, since on the ’.7est Burma is cut off from India
by the dense jungle escarpments of the Arakan Yomas, in the North by the Naga
Hills, in tho East by the Karonni Hills, while the Pegu Yomas, a mountain range,
divides the waters of the Sittang and tho Irrawaddy which flow almost their

entire distance through Burma to Rangoon and the Gulf of Martaban, Thus there

were two Valleys in vyhich airfields could bo made.

Tho main line of airfioJ.ds ran from Victoria Point to Moulmein, to

Rangoon and Miingaladon and then up t?ie Valley of the Sittang through Toungoo to
tho East, through Heho and Niomsang and up to Lashio in 'bhe North, a total
distance of some 800 miles,

in Diagram attached -- Appendix "A" (Burma Aerodromes),
faced tho enemy air force birsed in Thailand and because the territory to the East
and South East of this line of air bases was mountainous country covered by

jungle, thi'ougn which there were few if any conminications
situated here adequate R.D.F, and telephone -warning of the approach of enemy
aircraft attempting to atta.ck our bases was irapossiblo.
Namsang been situated with their attendant satellites in tlie Irrawaddy Valley,
warning would have been possible and satisfactory as long as the communications
in the Sittang Valley remained in our hands. This fact gravely influenced the
air campaign.

9.

10.

Tho lay-out and development of airfields is shown
This line of aerodromes

it follo’wed that

Had Toungoo, Heho and

In general, the aerodrome development and construction undertaken on

behalf of the B"ar East ComiTiand by the Government in Burma showed an extremely
good state of affairs

wea.tber runways fit for modern aircraft of the heaviest type,
personnel, P.O.L. and bombs and ammiunition wore available and all-weather

satellites wore provided for most airfields. See Appendices
Moreover, at this time of the year -the paddy fields were hard and, provided
labour was avaiDable, a runway suitable for fighter or bomber aircraft could be
prepai’od in a week. Thus airfield accommodation for a considerable air force
was available in Burma.. The weakness of the lay-out, ho-wever, was, as already
stated, that tho four main airfields betwen-n Toungoo and Lashio (inclusive) had
little or no warning.

11,

All airfields had one or two all-
Ac Gommoda,t ion fo

In deed, remar kab1e,

B.I" and "E.II",

r
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12. §late_of_W^nin£_of_Air_Attacks. It wrs hoped, however, to develop
systen in the Karonni Hills and the Valley of the Salween, and

with rv.D.F. to bring warning to a state where it would be practicable to base
bonbers and fighters at all these airfields. 7e asked India for the necessary
equipment and personnel, including a "i/l. screen of 35 posts.

.  „ Consequently, from the point of view of
airiields, there was nothing to prevent the reception of considerable
reinforcements as long as we held Rangoon.

.  regards conmunications, a good telephone system connected ell our
airtiel.s, while pcint-to-point wireless was in course of being put in to parent
oT/citions«

13. Airfield Acconiodaticn.

14.

15.
r."-—---— ^ found the Burma Observer Corps under the

coi:rand of Major Taylor to be, over the area covered, an efficient warning
systen. ns long as main centres of ccnnunications and telephone lines were not
Closely threatened by land attack the systen functioned devotedly and
s^isfactorily. The lay-out of the Observer Corps is attached, narked
16.

airfields

land defenc

airfields.

In respect of aerodrome defence I found that outlying Station
such as Tayoy and Mergui had garrisons while detachments of troops for
''e and. enti-sabotage precautions had been provided at occupied

17.
■  - Dof-Srice . H.h. defence was weak

one battery of locally raised troops
end of December, 1941.
batteries

with an initial strength of but
whose equipment had only arrived at the

The later arrival of British and Indian light and heavy
.  , ryndered^it possible to organise a weak scale cf defence for the
npvor "the A.A. defence did yeoman service they were

.  , y^fficient strength to provide adequate defence for all the vital
p..ints and areas - let alone our airfields,

j Artillery vi?as deployed in defence of vital points in
Rangoon and of our troops so that some cover a
forv;ard

Except for a weak airfield
detachment the A.A.

gainst ener.:y bomb attacks in
areas could be provided. Later during the withdrawal they provided such

practicable for our columns. General Alexander has
remarked upom this phase of the operations in his Despatch.
18.

»  For light automatic defence against low-flying
detachments of the B.A.T., each equipped with 10 to 12 .5 Browning

^  . live guns on A.A, mountings, were stationed at Mingaladon and Zayatkwin and
manned entirely by Burmese personnel mainly of the

urna Rifles. Their training was of necessity hurried and their numbers
mre pnerally much under strength. Elements of the R.A.F. regiment arrived too
iate to be of much service althoug.h they were in action at Akyab.

SS^liilElers_;_St^f. The position as regards Headquarters and Station
btaits^was not good. Only a nucleus H.Q. staff existed and Hingaladon was the
on y s-ir leld having a Station H.Q. All other airfields had care and maintenance
parties.

^ store holding unit and an explosives depot existed but there was
repair organisation.

no

—iL-APPr.goiatioim - Streng:th of the Air Force in Burma

14th January I C'Cmpleted my appreciation of the situation,
oi this paper were forwarded to Hieadquarters, ABDA Command,, India and the Air
Ministry. The object of this papier was to appreciate the likelihood of a
ieternined attack being made by Jmpan on Burma and from this to deduce the form
an. scale of air attack; a.nd thus the fighter force necessary to secure our
interests against this attack and the bomber counter-offensive force that would
also be^necessary. A copy of thiis appreciation is attached marked Appendix "D".
From this it will be noted that I considered that the Japanese Air Force would
attempt a "knock-out" blow againsT: Rangoon in the event of the fall of
Singapore and that the scale of arttack
at maximum intensity.

21,
Cop

might reach as much as 600 aircraft a day

ies
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22. Air Defence. The air defence system necessary to secure our interests
in Burma against an attack of this kind required that the fighter force should
be on a 14 Squadron basis - 9 beyond the 5 Squadrons already on programme,
(These 5 Squadrons v;;ere 67 Squadron and the 4 Squadrons of 267 Wing, which had
been allocated in the first place to India for Burma - Trooper's telegram
57543 of 12,12.41.) One of these Squadrons - 232 Fighter Squadron - was later
diverted from Burma. The fact that the Hurricane force comprised only 3 (v^hich
only reached a strength of 2 Squadrons) instead of 4 Squadrons during the
initial phase of the campaign had a serious effect on the operations.

23, Further heavy and light A.A. Artillery was necessary together with a
Balloon defence for the City and Port of Rangoon. More R.D.F., G.C.I. and
Observer Corps and w/T, posts were required for strengthening the warning
system.

24. • Bomber Counter-offensive. As regards the Bomber offensive, I
considered that the 7 Squadrons on programme would be sufficient (i.e. 60
Squadron already in Burma plus 6 reinforcing Blenheim Squa,drons promised from
the Middle Eas+ - Trooper's telegram 58315 of 16 .12.41) until vigorous attacks
gainst Japan from bases in China bee me necessary.

25. Security of Sea Communications„ The 1 Hudson Squadron on
programme, provided we had a force of 2 Torpedo Bomber Squadrons to call on at

notice would, I considered - together with the Bomber force -tseven days go
a long v/ay to secure our line of sea. communications from attack by Japanese-
war vessels in the Northern portion of the Bay of Bengal and the Gulf of
Martaban, Apart from one or two patrol craft there were none of H .!’. ships
present in these waters. Thus the burden of anti-submarine protection ,
anti-bomber security and the attack of enemy surface vessels in the Bay and the
Gulf would rest for some time on the Bomber, G.R. and Fighter aircraft cf rny
coixiand.

26, Reinforcement requested. After agreement in the Joint Comnianders
Sub-Committee I accordingly telegraphed ABDA Coimmand and the Air Ministry
requesting reinforcements to the scale (A,418 of 18/l) recommended in my
appreciation. On the 20th January ABDA CoLmiand (00186 of 20/l) informed
the Air Ministry that while the reinforcements asked for were undoubtedly
required, it was not known whether they would have to be found from the
aircraft allotted to the South Pacific theatre. The full position was aske d
before agreement to allocate from the total pool was possible - since the need

the Southern Malayan theatre was more immediate than that in Burma.in

27. inmodiato Fighter reinforcement. On the 2nd February
the Deputy Chief of the Air Staff telegraphed the Air Ministry's proposals for
reinforcements for Burma in the immediate future (’’febber V/ .446 of 2/2). This
approved an immediate reinforcement of 2 further Hurricane Squadrons, bringing
the programme to 6 Hurricane Squadrons in all, but assumed that we should be
able to re-equip 67 Squadron with Hurricanes.
Hurricanes to do that.

There were never enough
After the fa.ll of Singapore on February 15th the

Chiefs of Staff diverted these 2 Squadrons (30 and 261 Fighter Squadrons) to
Ceylon. Thus the total Fighter force actually available throughout the air
campaign in Burma was reduced to 3 Hurricane Squadr ons,

28, Il?it.ial .Equipment of Hurricane Squadrons and the Hurricane Flow. The
inability adequately to equip our Squadrons with Hurricanes and to maintain them
during^air action had a serious effect on the air campaign. ~
to a situation in which it was only possible for  6 Hurricane II

against the first heavy attack on our air base at ¥iagv;e on 21st March -
except for 1 aircraft every Hurricane II in the Conriand was present at I>Ia.gwe on
that day.

For example, it led
■ 's to take the

air
and

29. The requirement initially to- equip 17, 135 and 136 and to re-equip
7 Squadron was a total of 80 Hurricanes (i.e. 16 I.E. plus 4 I.R. per Squadron).

Additionally, a flow of at least 24 per* month was necessary to meet minimum vjar
T^astago, Therefore over the campaign vrhich lasted three months, the total
requirement was at least 128.
Hurricanes duo for Burma

During t his period a considerable number of our
wore diverted to Singapore . Thus of this total

requirement only a proportion arrived, in Burma and of these a number were
obsolescent, worn-out Hurricane I's.

4



number of Hurricv.r'es

i.e. the equivalent
fell away rapidly due to

and absence ofies

Gcnsequently the laaxinuu^0. Hurricaro Effort,
reached in”action with the enemy was about 30 Hvrnc.r.eD
of 2 instead of 4 Squa>Tons.

lack of reinforcing aircraft
and was on 11th FGbi-r. ..ry

30

This rtrcngth, moreover,

proper operational facilit
15 serviceable Huridc:n

spares,
cs, and on 5th March

F")oonly 6 (Graph showing operational effort Appendix

31, Maintenance. Spares and Tool Situation. With the exception of 2
Hurricane "p"ck-ups", no spares for the Hurricane II's arrived in the country
before the fall of R:.n;oon.. Consequently, aircraft becoming ^ , ,,

f small parts remained so unless requirements could be provided from the
great shortage of

unserviceable for

?Lack 0

canibalisation of other unserviceable aircraft,
tools and rotol kits, while the lack of air screw blades was serious.

Morcov.;r, since the equipment of our R.S.Us. and r..S.Ps. did not arrive before
the fall'of Ri-n.-oor, there was no proper organisation for the repair and

This fr'ctor exercised a considerable influence on our

There

salvage of aircraft,
small fighter force and contributed tovmrds the critical shortage of
serviceable Hurricanes at Me on the 21st IlTch.

The A.V.G. Squadron at Ran ;ocn usually had 21
Lt.t'.,r in i'lrch this

A.V.G. M. intc-nance.

P.'iO aircraft of "which about 15 would be serviceable,
figure fell to 10 or 7. But 1 orr. S'-rin the shortage of replacement aircraft,

and proper maintenance for the A.V.G. radriceii the effort available,
rkable work in maintaining their
A.V.G, were short of trained

32.

spares,

The j-aintenancG crews of the A.V.G. did r
aircraft, often under bombing attack. As the
personnel, R.A.F. personnel were attached to them.

rc'parcs Be bors, the D.C.A.S.'s telc 'ram indicated that
of the 7 Squi-.r;rons promised, we should only have 3 in the immediate future.
This assumed that BleA-ims would be available to equip 60 Squadron. There

The uircru.xt, p'-rconnel and "pack-up
The aircraft of 45

AsBoi'bcrs.33.

ware never enough Blenheim’s to do thu-t,
of 113 Squadron arrived in January and early February.
Squadron (Blenheim) also arrived but were unaccompanied by personnel or
"pack-up". There wa.s a great shortage of tools and spares. Additionally, the
R.S.'’. and A.S.P. organisation did not arrive in time. Consequently, the

daily bomber effort of the combined Blenheim force stood at about 6
had the equivalent of one

average

aircraft a day. Thus throughout the campaign, we
Bomber Squadron available for operations instead of 7. (Graph of
operational effort - Appendix "F".)

In respect of G.R. aircraft, No. 4 Indian
Flight equipped with Y/apiti and Aadax aircraft arrived in Burma at the end of

This was later replaced by No, 3 Indian Flight which was armed with
an I.E. of 4 Blenheim I's. After the fall of Singapore, 1S9 Squadron en route
for Java was held up in Burma and, equipped with Hudsons commencing at 6 I.E.,
undertook our G.R. requirements. There were no personnel or Squadron equipment
and the Hudsons were maintained by No, 3 and No.  4 Indian Flights.

Army Co-operation. 2 Squadrons armed Vi/ith Lysanders, No. 1 Indian

A.G. Squadron and No. 28 A.C. Squadron, were made available for operations,, in
Burma.

General Reconnaissance.34.

December.

35.

Constant requests were made for the re-equipment of these Squadrons
with modern aircraft. TI’G moha¥i/ks, however, were not available and the Lysanders
were retained until the Squadrons returned to India.

36.

Th.c units of the Indian Air Force referred to above
service for the first time

I..dian Air Force.

proved their war efficiency and gallantry on active
in their history. In addition to a number of tactical reconnaissances. No. 1
Indian Squadron's Lysanders provided 41 bomber sorties against enemy aerodromes
and direct support targets. The standard of accuracy achieved in bombing was

satisfactory. No Lysanders were shot down by enemy fighters,
aircraft and, in particular the Blenheim I's of No. 3 Flight, carried out a
considerable number of recornaissances in the Preparis Channel and thie Gulf of

37.

Tl:c G .R.

Martaban.

P.R.U. Up to half-way through January there were  a few Buffaloes in
67 Squadron with the necessary range. They undertook long reconnaissance,
these were finished we were ¥i/ithout long reconnaissance until in the first vifeek
of February 2 P.R.U. Hurricanes en route for Java remained in Burma. These were
attached to Hurricane Squadrons and met our P.R.U. requirements on aiti outline
basis only.

38.
Yi/hen
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274 Balloon Wing arrived andBalloons•« An advanced party of
reconnaissance of sites cormaencod. The Balloon Wing, which vj

Basra, did not arrive in time and, in o.onsequenco, balloon defence was not
available.

39.
diverted fCi O* rom

R.D.F. Warningo Ofgthe considerable programme of R.DoBA in Burma
2 cTo'.L. an^'^G.C.I.) only one C.O.L. set was in the country.

This one v’e.

It was therefore moved out for the defence
t Loulmoin, but its arc of

40.

(3 chain stations
the balance not having arrived,
observa.tion there was ineffective.

No spares of any kind existed for
it in action until it

or Chain

It Vi/as later moved to liagr/e.of Rangoon,
this set but local arrangements were possible to keep

The lack of adequate R.D.F'. equipment of the M.R.’J.
critica.1 influence on the air battle in

left Rangoon.

Station and C.O.L. type exerted a
Burma, since early warning of low flying fighter attack and high flying
bomber attack was an essential qu3.1ity of successful air operations,
such warning an air force inferior in numbers - as ours

annihilation as indeed later happened at I'lagwe.

Without

constantly was - faced

Of the Air Ministry prograrjmie of

6 Fighter Squadrons, 7 Bomber Squadrons, 2 A.C. Squadrons and 1 G.R. Squadron
for the defence of Burma, for various reasons
the mixed equivalent of 2 Fighter Squadrons
Squadrons and one-third G.R.
campaign. Of 7 R.D.F. Stations only 1 existed.

As regards other units, the following arrivedt-

To summarize under this heading:41.

- principaly that of time - onl

42,

y
1 Bomber Squadron, 2

Squadron joined action with the enemy in the
.0.

5

H.q. 267 (Fighter) Wing
No. 60 R.S.U.

No. 39 A.S.P,

No. 7 S. and T. Column

No.258 A.Iu.S.S.

The R.S.U. and A.S.P. had no equipment and the A.M.F.S, arrived so late that it

was turned round at Rangoon, sited to defend Akya.b, and finally withdrew to
Calcutta vyhsre for many critical weeks it remained our primary means of warning
for oversea a.ttack.

Personnel for Group H.Q. Staff gradually arrived and Station H.Qs.
Toungoo and Magwe were formed.

43.

Zayatkwin,

CO-OFERiiTION

As regards the co-operation between
the four Services, I have to record that Sir Reginald Dormn Smith, H.E, the
Governor, was always ready to assist me with wise advice and his Government my
service with active and energetic help so long as was practicable.

Go-operation between the Services.44.

General Hutton's Headquarters and mine lay close together
I gratefully record the good feeling and understanding he extended to the R.A.F,

T/e usually mot each morning and evening
At those meetings there was an

Rangoon.at45.

which made possible close co-operation,
to review the situation and to agree action,

interchange of important telegrams v/hich had been received or despatched by us.
The same cordial relations continued when General AlGxa.nder took over or the 5th

March.

and earlier Capt.

Although there were none of H.M.
Our co-operation with Gomraodore Graham, R.N.,

was all tha.t could be desired.

46.

Hallott, R.N

ships present in the close defence of Rangoon and Tenasserim, there were many
maritime tasks to be undertaken from day to day by aircraft and the few patrol
craft that were available.

.,

I took theCo-operation with n.V.G. and the American Air Force>

earliest opportunity of meeting Colonel (novi/ Brigadier-General)  Chennault in
At this meeting we discussed and agreed tb«

Burma would be used in air battle.
He was quite clear that

47.

Kunuing on the 31st January,
principles on which the A.V.G. Squadron in
As always, his primry requirement wa.s good warning,
if I v/as una.ble to provide this for t!,he n.V.G. the Squadron would have to be

in whichI have to record my apprecinwithdrawn to China .tion of the way..

- 6



Gonoral Chennault whole-heartedly nmintained the Squadron a.t the highest
proctioLllo IgtgI in pilots .aid P.tO's iron his fast dwindling resources in

China. On the 18th January so bad were these that he issued instructions for

the Squadron to be withdraiw to China. The Supreme Cooniander was informed and

the Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, after the representations of the combined

Chiefs of Staff, agreed to the retention of the A.V.G, in the defence of Rangoon.
Elsev/here I have remarked upon the adrarable gallantry and fighting character-

isiics of the 3 Pursuit Squadrons of the A.V.G. - who fought over Rangoon in

turn - an admiration folt not only by the R.n.F. but by the Army also. The
co-operation between the A.V.G. and the Hurricanes yas close and cordial.

Y/hon bombing operations in Burma were later carried out from India,
a small force of American Army Air Corps long range bombers closely co-operated.
48,

Co-operation with the Chinese. I took the first opportunity of

visiting the Generalissino, Chiang Kai-Shek, on the 30th January. The
Generalissimo very kindly gave me an interview on this day at which he promised
to maintain 1 Squadron of the A.V.G, in the defence of Rangoon as long as this
Yi/as possible. It is a matter of great regret to the R.A.F, that towards the
end of the campaign in Burma it vvas impracticable on account of shortage of
ircrift and the effect of the air battle for the R.A.F. to give adequate

support to the Chinese Armies deployed in Burma.

49,

a.

PART II z STRENGTH nND EOUIPiviENT OF THE JAPANESE
AIR FORCE ENGAGED IN BURFA

Enemy Air Effort. In the opening stages, from the 1st January

onviards, P.R.U. reconnaissance and information from other sources put the

enemy air force within close range at 150 plus, bomber and fignters -
effort of (say) 100 plus. They were disposed as followss-

50.

an

10Prachaub Girikhan

Me s oht )
Tak

Bangkok
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(See Map - Appendix .*'G’')
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Our effort on the 31st January was 35 plus.

Reinforcement of the enemy a.ir force took place during February,
strength of the enemy air force which joined action with us rose to 200 plus -
an effort of (say) 140 plus - disposed ats-

Th51. e
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Bangkok

Nagorn Sawan
Tak and Mesoht

Moulnein

Chiengnai

Lampang

tt 0

• •

« 0
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40 +

Our effort on February 14th vjas 53 plus.

Singapore fell on the 15th Febru0.ry and Rangoon on the 7th March.

During this period and up to the 21st March the enemy had again brought up
reinforcements, bringing his tota.l air force, based largely on our airfields in
the Rangoon area South of Tharrawaddy and Toungoo, to 400 plus__- an eff2rt_of

This was the opinion of the Intelligence staff at Burwing.

52,

(say) 260 plus.

I considered it on the high side.

Some corroboration for this, however, is provided by the fact that

intelligence from China and other
Burma and Thailand of some 14 air regiments of tho Japanese Army Air Force,
This would conprisG a force of 420 to 500 plus aircraft.

Our total effort on March 21st vjhcn the Magwe action

which 14 were at Akyci.b.

53,

sources has since indicated the presence i

CO nine need was 42.

n

ofs
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54. Japanese Fie:hter equipment.

three types: the Army 97 ?jith
Of Japanese fighter equipment there were

a fixed undercarriage | the Army 0.1 (an Amy 97
with slightly improved performance and a retractable undercarriage) and the
Naval "0” fighter. The former t\'i/o were manoeuvrable with a top speed of 270
miles an hour at 15,000 feet and a climb of 2,500 feet per minute,
consisted of 2 machine guns.

Armament

No self-sealing tanks and no armour were fitted.

Similarly, the Navy "0" had neither armour nor self-sealing tanks. It had,
however, two 20 millimetre machine guns in addition to 2 machine guns of the
Vickers' type. T;-is aircraft vi/as much superior in performance to the Army 97,
having a top speed of 315 miles an hour at 10,000 feet, a good climb and good
manoeuvrability.

Hurricane II, particularly at medium heights,
the Hurricane II was definitely superior.

All three types were convertible to long range fighters with a
radius of over 500 miles,

without such tanks both types were superior in range to our short range
interceptor fighter, having a radius of action of over 250 miles instead of
the 135 miles of the Hurricane II.

It was, however, slightly inferior to the P.40 and the
At heights above 20,000 feet

55.

Tv/o jettisonable petrol tanks were fitted. Even

56. J-prncse Bomber equipment.

bomber was mostly employed,
hour, a radius of action of 700 miles and a service ceiling of 25,000 feet,
v/ith a full load of petrol its lift was l-g- tons of bombs - a formidable
bomber. Indeed such range and bomb lift placed great flexibility in the hands
of the enemy air command. This type was used forday bombing and occasionally
for night bombing operations, and had a crew of 7. No self-sealing tanks nor
armour vi/ere fitted.

Ir respect of bombers, the Army 97 heavy
It had a cruising speed of about 200 miles an

Although air fighting frequently took place over scrub or jungle
country, 32 crashed enemy fighters and bombers were located on the ground up to
the fall of Rr.n,: ot. Technical examination of these - although many were burnt
or otherwise destroyed beyond recognition - established the quality of
equipment about which little was previously knovm.

Thus

57.

58. uipment. the enemy with their long range fighters
were able to reach out

Effect of eq

over great distances and to destroy our first line
There ■.-ere decisive instances of this kind in the

Consequently unless airfields
aircraft on the ground.
M-l; y;n campaign. .  both for bombers and fighters,
had a good warning system - i.e. a time vrarning the equivalent of e.t least 50
miles -the enemy fighters, achieving surprise, ?rould come in and by deliberate
lo¥i/ flying attacks and good shooting could be relied upon to cause great
damage to first line aircraft, if not indeed to destroy them all. This fcri-: of
attack could well be met by a good ground defence, including an adequat'S number
of Bofors (preuictor controlled), automatic weapons and P.A.C
campaign in Bur^'C

but in the• 9

0 were extremely weak in these forms of defence .

59. Ah rcrarcs bombers, such range and bomb lift gave the enemy a wide
choice in the selection of objectives and great flexibility. If ourring of
such attacks, particularly those carried out at high altitude, was not adequate,
a bomb lift of considerable weight, accurately aimed, could be expected on the
objective. Ojierating in formations of not less than 27, such a pattern of some
27 tons of small light A.P. -nd H.E, bombs causes great damage to first line
aircraft and P.O.L., even though dispersal and anti-blast protection has been

If such protection is not provided results may well be decisive and
the provision of such protection requires time and labour - two needs that in
the hurried movement of war may not be available.

provided.

60. Comparison of Air equipment,
enemy; in the first place in numbers, in the second place in th$ vital factor
of restricted range in our fighters, in the third place range, bomb lift and
speed of our bombers. The enemy, on the other hand, suffered the grave
disadvantage of not having armour and self-sealing tanks, both characteristics
of all our types, while from the point of view of the air battle
Hurricane II was a much superior fighter t
the Naval "0"

97. The P.40 was
altitude fighting.

Thus we were much inferior to the

, the
the Army 97, slightly superior to

and quite decisive ageiinst such ill-defended bombers as the Array
comparable to the Hurricane II, particularly in medium

;ith its fine clean dive and armament of ,5's it could be
relied upon to do as much damage or more to the enemy than the Hurricane II -
especially as the air battle usually took place at medium alti'ttude heights
below 19,000 feet.
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As regards bombers, the Blenheim v/ith its pov;er-operated turet gave

good account of itself against enemy fighters - only on one occasion was
This, however, was mostly

a
61,

a

Blenheim known to be shot dovm by enemy fighters,
due to the provision of fighter escort to bombing raids or careful routeing
which vi/ould give the bomber formation the best chance of avoiding enemy
fighter interception.

62, Conclusion. To sum up on equipment, fighter for fighter we were

superior and it ■was only li/hen heavily outnumbered, and without warning and
proper airfield facilities, that the enemy were able to get a decision,

for our fighters if interception took place, while
Th

bombers were "easy meat

eir

our bombers were satisfactory for their task, though light on range and much
inferior to the enemy in bomb lift and numbers.

PART III - THE AIR SUPERIORITY BATTLE OVEn RANGOON

From the encounter attack carried out by the Japanese air
force on the 23rd December against Rangoon and the second attack which followed
48 hours afterwards, in v^hich the bomber formikion on both occasions numbered
between 70 and 80, with escort of some 30 fighters, it was obvious to me that I
had against me at close range a Japanese air force of about 150 plus, A
severe set back had been inflicted on the enemy in these two attacks by the
P,40's of the A.V.G. and the Buffaloes of 67 Squadron and not less than 36
enemy first-line bombers and fighters were claimed as destroyed on these tvi/o
days. The situation, therefore, that faced me on my arrival on January 1st
was that I must with my small but grovdng fighter force defend the base
facilities at Rangoon, the docks, the convoys arriving and departing and the

If these could be preserved from a
should be enabled to secure our

Situation.63.

air bases at Mingaladon and Zayatkwin.
damaging scale of day bombing attack, we
interests hereabouts and to get in our land and air reinforcements and
maintenance. Additionally, I should have to be prepared to aid the Army in
any operations they undertook vdth both fighter and bombing action.

Plan. Thus my general plan was to keep my fighter force
concentrated in the Rangoon area, to accept such enemy bombing attacks as
might be made on any other objectives in Northern Burma, to fight the enemy in
the defence of the base and lean forward to hit the enemy wherever and
whenever I could with my small but total force.

64,

65. To achieve this, against a numerically superior and constantly
growing air force, I must do all I could to reduce the scale of air attack on
the Rangoon area, yet still he able to meet attacks on the bases in sufficient

^  ■ force to inflict a high casualty rate proportional to the scale of attack -
thus making such attacks in this area abortive and wasteful for the enemy.

To reduce the scale of attaclc I
therefore comraenced to lean forward Vi/ith a portion of my fighters, and by
using advanced air bases like Moulmein, Tavoy and Mergui to attack enemy
aircraft wherever foiand. Further to weaken him I must spread my bombing action
ir daylight to vi/idely dispersed but important objectives such as Chiengmai,
Mehohngsohn and Chiengrai in the North and in the South his aerodrome and
rail?i;ay comniunication system running down the Eastern coast of the Malaya

As Singora v^as a main base for Japanese
operations in fe laya this action was especially favourable. Thus I hoped to
make him disperse his fighters by forcing protection for these widely
separated points and so weaken him in the central sector opposite Rangoon,
gave instructions accordingly on January 2nd.

Offensive Fighter and Bomber action.

Chiengmai, Mehohngsohn, Lampang, Eahong, Mesoht, Prachuab Girikhan, Jumbhorn
and Kanchanburi were searched and attacked if enemy aircraft were present.
Later when in enemy hands Moulmeiai, Mingaladon and Highland Queen were attacked
and loss inflicted on the enemy. Hangars, M.T., launches, enemy troops and
trains ¥i;ere also attacked.

Reduction of the scale of attack.66.

I

Such enemy airfields as

•  Peninsula from Bangkok to Singora.
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Results. Attacks in pursuance of this policy during the campaign
resulted in the P,40*s and Hurricanes and Bu.ffaloes claiming 58 enemy bombers
and fighters destroyed on the ground. In addition, a large number were
damaged but could not be coriputod. Furthermore, attacks by bombers taking
part in the air superiority battle also accounted for a considerable number.

Such, however, is the difficulty of assessing results by bomber attack that
no claims were made; but from the strike of the bomb lift and its position

either amongst or close to enemy aircraft concentrations on the ground,
further considerable losses must have been inflicted on enemy first-line
aircraft.

68.

This was a handsome contribution towards the air superiority
battle in Bi>rma and reduced the scale of air attack against Rangoon and our
troops.

69.

But this form of action vjas later reduced in effort, since General
Chorrault at this time was not anxious to undertake offensive operations
with the P.eO's against ground targets on account of the shortage of
equipment. T..c Buffalo Squadron was reduced to tvjo or three serviceable

aircraft with engines too worn out to permit of flying far over jungle
country. The Hv.rriC'-.nes vdth an effective range of 135 miles were unable to

reach anything but the closest enemy objectives.

70.

The Air Battle

71.

February 25th, 1942.

against air bases at Rangoon v;ith the object of destroying our growing
fighter force and achieving air superiority over Rangoon to the point where
it would be possible for him to undertake unrestricted day bombing operations
on a destructive scale.

The air battle over Rangoon lasted from December 23rd, 1941, until
The weight of enemy attack was directed intermittently

72. During this period of about 8 weeks, 31 day and night attacks were
made - one in great weight. After sustaining serious losses - 38 claimed
destroyed - in the first 3 attacks terminating on the 4th January, the enemy
resorted to night bombing, his scale of effort varying between 1 or 2 heavy
bombers up to 16.

73. Scale of attack brought to rest. Betvi/een January 23rd and 29th a
second attenpt was made to overwhelm our small fighter force, the enemy
putting in a total of 218 plus - mostly fighters. In the air battle of those
6 days our fighter force claimed a total of some 50 enemy bombers and fighters
destroyed. He at once went back to night operations and continued these until
his third and last attenpt to achieve air superiority over Rangoon on the 24th
and 25th February,
bombers and fighters, he sustained the heavy loss of 37 fighters and bombers
vi/hich were claimed destroyed ¥i/ith 7 probably destroyed. On the second day,
the 25th, the P.40's of the A.V.G. claimed no less than 24 aircraft shot down.

This terminated the air superiority battle over Rangoon.

74.
attempted to enter our warning zone round Rangoon until the city was captured
and the air bases in his hands.

On those two days, vi/hen he put on a scale of attack of 166

Such v^astage had been inflicted on the enemy that thereafter he never

75. Result, This had a critical influence on the course of our land

operations and on the security of our convoys bringing in final reinforcements.
These and the demolition of our oil and other interests in the port and the
final evacuation by land or sea were completed without interference from enemy
bomber or fighter aircraft.

76, Thus up to the last moment the P.40's of the A.V.G. and the
Hurricane force were able to provide a state of absolute air superiority over
this wide and vital area against a considerable weight of air attack.

To sum up on the air superiority battle over Rangoon,i
for a force of 1 Squadron of P.40's of the A.V.G., a half Squadron of
Buffaloes and the equivalent of 2 Squadrons of Hurricanes commencing to arriv®
in January and continuing to half-way through February, a claimed loss of 130
enemy bombers and fighters was inflicted on the enemy with 61 claimed as
probably destroyed - the greater proportion falling to the guns of the A.V.G.

77. Conclusion.

I
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Counter-offensive action by our fighters and bombers to reduce the scale of
attack had inflicted a loss of not less than 28 enemy aircraft destroyed in the
ground, not counting those destroyed by our bombing attacks. Air superiority
was achieved over Rangoon and maintained until it fell on March 8th, The A.V.G,-

first in the field - fought v,;ith ready devotion and resolute gallantry.

Fighting Tactics

In regard to the major tactics employed in the air battle over

Rangoon, in the first place the warning v/as good. As long as the telephone
lines remained in our hands the Burma Observer Corps provided this with high
virar efficiency. The R.D.F. set from Moulmein had been sited in Rangoon looking
over the main avenue of enemy approach. Thus enemy plots were accurate and
frequent until the line of the Sittang was threatened.

78.

Fighter deployment. Fighters.in the correct proportion could be

deployed against the enemy scale of attack. The A.V.G. and the Hurricanes

fought together. The Wing leader system was introduced. The pilots of the
A.V.G, had considerable flying experience. Some of the pilots, particularly
the leaders in the Hurricane force, had considerable war experience against the
G.A.F. Consequently, the force fought well together. In the operations room
there were tvifo R/T. sets for the control of the air battle on different
frequencies - one for the American fighters and one for the Hurricanes.

79.

The general principles of fighting the air battle were agreed betv/een
inyself, the Wing leader and the Commander of the A.V.G. Pursuit Squadron, and
the major tactics employed v;ere those generally exercised in the V.'estern
theatre; the single point of difference being that on account of the

manoeuvrability of the Japanese fighter (vi/hich was the only advantage it had
over our aircraft), the best method of attack was  a dive, taking advantage of
height and the sun, breaking away in a half roll or aileron turn before resuming
position to carry cut the attack again.

8G,

81. Enemy escorted bomber raids vjere met on first interception, the
bombers attacked v^ith a suitable proportion of our forces while the fighters
were attacked and drawn off by the remainder. Against the fighter formations
of (say) 40 to 60 plus, which so frequently appeared at height with the object
of drawing up our fighters and shooting them down before they got their height,
the P.40's and the Hurricanes leant back on Rangoon and delivered their attack
when the enemy fighters either lost height, with the object of carrying out a
ground attack, or turned for home.

Throughout this air action from the 21st January onwards the fighter
force in addition to defending Rangoon had also to meet its conraitments over
the battle area, providing security for cur bombers and carrying out ground
attacks on enemy concentrations in support of the Army,

83.

for night interception,

flame dampers, and at first with navigation lights burning, the P,40's and
Buffaloes were not able to intercept,
in night fighting however, some success was achieved. On the first night an
enemy bomber was shot dovm in flames at 9,000 feet over the aerodrome at
Mingaladon, the aircraft, v^ith bombs, exploding close to the airfield. 2
further successful night interceptions were made, both enemy aircraft being shot
down in flames. With pilots at constant readiness throughout the hours of
daylight, however, it was impossible in view of our limited resources to put
the Hurricanes up each night,

I have no doubt that on moonlight nights - and the enemy bombed on no
other - considerable success would have been obtained from the "fighter night"
system, had Rangocn held.

82.

Night Fighting. As regards night bombing, there were no facilities
Although the enemy bombers were operating without

On the arrival of the Hurricanes, trained

84.

Assessment of Fighter Results,
A.V.G. on the assessment of results,

A.V.G. Squadron Commander, and the Wing leader and Squadron Commanders, at which
it was agreed that the standard of assessment should be that obtaining' in
Fighter Command at home. Colonel Chennault was informed. Combat repoi*ts by
pilots were initialled by Squadron Commanders, The claim was then admitted.
Previous claims by the A.V.G. for aircraft destroyed in the air were agreed at
this meeting.

85, There was a little feeling in the
Consequently I held a me-ting v»ith the
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PART rv' THE LAND BATTLE - AIR OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT

OF THE ARI.Y IK TEMASSERIM

86, Situation Sea, After the fall of Singapore and Java the Japanese
had cormand of the sea in these waters. There was no effective naval force of

ours based in the Bay of Bengal. Thus the littoral of Burm was thereafteP

Under the threat of sea-borne invasion unopposed by the Navy. Consequently,
rcinforcenent by sea of the Japoinese Arny in Burma took place unmolested after
the fall of Rangoon, This was a vital factor in the defence of Burim,

The Joint Commanders' Comnittee telegraphed on several occasions

pressing for the provision of ships and material to provide some further local
defence at least for the Port of Rangoon and for light cr£:ft to support our
operations on the coast of the Gulf of Martaban and Tenasserim. No ships were,
however, availa,ble and none arrived - except those which escorted our convoys.

87,

.The Land Situation. The land situation, vAich influenced air

operations, has been fully described in the Despatches of Lieutenant-General

Hutton and General Alexander. It is not proposed further to remark on this

except in so far as it is necessary in order to make clear the influence of
air superiority fighting and bombing action on land operations and vice versa,
I should, hovjever, make the point that until Kergui and Tavoy fell on January
19th, I assumed the security of Burmese territory from attack by the Japanese
Army based in Thailand.

88.

89. Daily Planning; of Close Support Operations. Bombing and fighter
action in support of the Army during the land campaign up to the fall of Rangoon
was decided each evoning at a general staff and
Headquarters.

antion and review the chronging situation.

air staff Conference held at my
General Hutton and I net morning and evening to agree joint

Subsequently, the programme was
adjusted according tc the requests made by the 17th Division, to which an Air

Comx’unication was by Y//T. and telephone.Liaison Officer had been attached.

In general, the system worked satisfactorily.

90. Tenasserira unsatisfactory for Bombing Operations, Close support
bombing operations in the close jungle country in Tenasserim and to the East
of the River Sittang was an unsatisfactory task for the R.A.F, At the request
of the Army we undertook bombing operations in jungle country where it was
impossible to see the enemy or to see our troops  - indeed difficult to see
•anything except the tops of the trees. In such circumstances not only is the
objective not seen but it is inqjossible for no.vigators to pin point their
target with accuracy since there are no suitable land marks,
made more diffic’.ilt still by the knowledge in the mind of the crew that
positions were frequently outflanked by the enemy and therefore there was
always the chance that our troops and the enemy ¥;ere intermingled near the
objective, fi/hen attempts were made to give bombing objectives in forest
clearings, crows often found on arrival that such clearings vicro overgrown
¥vith scrub and consequently the sane difficulties arose. As, however, our
forward troops in the jungle on the Kai»’kareik position and during the battle
of Tenasserim had reported the enemy's promiscuous bombing of the jungle to be
effective and as having considerable moral effect, I did not hesitate, while
realising the risk tc our own troops of bombing in such densely wooded
country 5 to continue the task in order to do cur best to help the Arny.

The situation is

our

91, Further obvious difficulties arose from the bombing point of view.
For example, the enemy was frequently disguised in captured uniforms and native
dress. This inade recognition difficult. Moreover, they captured some of our
transport during actions, while the native bullock carts, launches and private
cars left behind and other vehicles were used froelj^.
and sometimes impossible,
Unsatisfactory
of cover

This made it difficult,
for crews tc recognise the enemy in the open,

therefo;''e, as the "bomb line" method was in such circumstances
conmunicatiQ,"ns and moving battle, it had to be adopted as our primary

security ag£,inst the, risks of attacking our own troops.

92, First ffeguirenent - Army support. The fundamental requirement for the

support of the iArry in Tenasserim "was the maintenance of air superiority over
the Port of Rai>igocn, and the bases and supply depots in this vicirdty. This

- 12



secured the line of coninunication from serious bonbing attack in the form and

scale best calculated in this campaign to bring about a critical if not

disastrous situation. Consequently I kept my small fighter force
concentrated in the defence of Rangoon with the satisfactory results noted
above.

Security of Bombers and Fighter support for Army. From day to day,
however, security for our bombers acting in support of the Army was necessary,
since few as they were their destruction by enemy fighter action would have

brought about a serious situation. Consequently, each day a careful
appreciation of the air situation was made and a portion of the fighter force
vifas thrown off from the Rangoon defence to undertake the Army support role,
Indi ed, when a particularly favourable ground target presented itself, I
accepted the risk of an attack on Rangoon, and all fighters, with v/hat
bombers were available, were thrown in to support the land battle. The point
hare is that where the command of the fighters and bombers is undivided, such
operations 'are practicable and close co ordination between fighter and boctoer
operations can be readily achieved .

93.

Bombing of Bangkok. The aircraft and crev/s of 113 Squadron had
arrived during the first week in January. The night of their arrival the

enemy base at Bangkok, the main enemy base in Thailahd, was attacked by 10 low
flying Blenheims. 11,000 lbs. of bombs were dropped on the dock area in the

centre of the town and fires were started. The Squadron was then withdrawn to
Lashio to enable aircraft inspections to be carried out after its long desert
flight. Owing to the shortage of tools and spares, it was the 19th January
before the Squadron was in action again.

94.

JAPANESE OFFENSIVE BEGINS

Mergui and Tavoy

On the afternoon of the 18th January the situation at Kergui and
Tavoy suddenly deteriorated and I was informed by the B.G.S. Burmarmy that
instructions had been issued for the evacuation of Mergui, I accordingly
ordered the withdrawal of our refuelling parties from both aerodromes, and as
Tavoy was closely invested, an attempt was made to evacuate our detachments

by air. On arrival of the aircraft the following morning the aerodrome was,
however, in the hands of the enemy. Both detachments were safely evacuated
by sea.

95.

Action at Kawkareik

Concurrently with this, reconnaissance beyond the Kawkareik
position on the track through Mesoht and Raheng had disclosed some, but not
unusual activity. We had also destroyed a number of enemy bombers and
fighters on both these forward landing grounds. The country was densely
covered with jungle and unsuitable for air action since movement on the ground
could not be seen from the air.

96.

On the 20th the enemy commenced their attack on the Kawkareik

position. Air action in support of the troops holding this position was
difficult, since no clear picture of the whereabouts of the enemy or our own
troops was possible. Accordingly the enemy forward landing ground and base
depots at Mesoht was attacked by bombers and fighters. 2 enemy aircraft were
destroyed on the aerodrome. Reconnaissance was carried out over this

position and towards Tavoy in the South with the object of locatimg our own
troops and the enemy.

97.

The withdrawal from the Kawkareik position to Moulmein to ok place
on the 22nd January. On the 21st and 22nd the Blenheims attacked Ros-heng
aerodrome and village and Mesarieng, dropping some 6,000 lbs. of bomibs on
each raid. Fighter escort was provided with the object of clearing tiha air
for short periods over the Army front and providing support for the toomher
operations. Moulmein was bombed by a strong formation of enery escorrted
bombers which was intercepted by the escort of our bomber raid on it©

outward journey - an occasion on which our attempt to choose the riglnt tine
proved correct, 7 enemy bombers and 9 fighters were destroyed in thiis air
action. Reconnaissance was continued over the battle area.

98.
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The Action at Moulaeln

99. On the 30th January the Japanese attacked Mouliaein, Our forces vrere

disposed holding Moulmein and the right bank of the Salv/een from Pa'an,
southwards, with one Brigade in the Bilin area. During the period betv/een the
23rd January and the 30th, frequent low visual reconnaissance by fighters was
carried out covering the battle area and the coast of Tenasserim together
with Japanese lines of coranunication. Inforniation obtained, however, waS
sketchy owing to the nature of the country and the fact that, in open country,
the enemy lay close in the day time and moved by night. Our available bomber
force - an average of about 6 a day - with the aid of such fighters as could
be spared from the defence of Rangoon, acted in support of our land forces in
the area.

100. Our bombers and fighters attacked enemy aerodromes, H.T., and the
enemy line of communication, through Kawkareik, %awaddy and Mesoht, while the
enemy main base at Bangkok was attacked again on the nights of the 24th, 27th
and 28th. In these operations a total of 42,100 lbs. of bombs were dropped.

Limited escort to our ships coming into Rangoon, anti-submarine
patrols and G.R. reconnaissance in the Gulf of Martaban vi/ere carried out from
day to day.

102.

101.

The fighter support which was provided over the Army forward
positions each day on a limited scale had accounted for at least 7 aircraft
shot down and 13 damaged (to end of January). Our losses were slight.

103. The main objective of the Japanese air force, outside the Rangoon
area, during this period, was Moulmein, which was attacked on 7 occasions
between the 3rd and 22nd January. The first attack was carried out by 9
fighters, and the later ones by bombers, in pairs by night, and in
formations up to 27 in nuiiibGr by day with fighter escorts of up to 15
aircraft, the chief target being the aerodrome.

The Action on the Bilin

104, From the 30th January until the 15th February, when the 17th Division
ook up a line on the Bilin River, all available bombers were employed in

direct Army support with the maximum number of fighters it was practicable to
spare each day. Bombing operations took the form of support to our hard
pressed detachments. Attacks were made on river craft on the River Salween
and off Moulmein with both bombers and fighters. The fighter effort
available was employed in attempting to intercept at this great distance from
its base the enemy raids on our forward positions, and providing security for
our bombing operations. During this period river craft, batteries, enemy
concentrations, troops, landing stages, railway stations and barracks and
stores were attacked. A total weight of 70,136 lbs. of bombs were dropped on
these objectives with successful results. Most of the bombing was carried out
-rom a low altitude and, in consequence, the results could be seen, provided
objectives were not in the jungle. The raids were carried out on such places
as Kado, Martaban, Pa'an, Moulmein, Minzi, Heinze, the Thaton Road and the
unzei oa , The fighter effort diverted from the Rangoon defence in support

oi the kriry and bombing operations was usually from 6 to 12 per day and
sometimes sorties wore repeated.

105. During this period the Japanese air force continued night activity
against Rangoon on a small scale up to the 8th February. Daylight operations,
apart from support of their land forces, comprised 4 attacks on Toungoo
aerodrome by raids of 6 to 15 bombers
8th to the 12th enemy bombers attacked
but generally with little effect.

on the 3rd and 4th February, From the

our troops between Pa'an and Thaton,

The Battle of the Sittang

106. .  withdrawal to the Bilin River commenced on the 15th Pelbruary, and
this position was attacked by the Japanese on the 17th. On the 18th the River
aa een crossed and the withdrawal to the Sittang position comraenced. On the
22nd our forces had reached the right bank of the Sittang.
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107.

practicable in support of the Arny,
With the loss of Mculnein we lost our forward air base in this area.

Consequently, air operations, both fighter and bonber, wore carried out fron the
main air base at Rangoon. Furthermore, with the capture of territory by the
enemy, our vmrning system in Tenasserin was rapidly rolled up. Now, warning of
the approach of enemy raids over Tenasserin was impossible. For the defence of
Rangoon we still had observer posts to the East of Rangoon, while our R.D.F,
set provided some warning. But the interception of enemy aircraft supporting
the Japanese Army v/as impracticable unless such attacks took place when our
fighters were present over the line.

During this period air operations continued at the maximum intensity
The air battle of Rangoon still continued.

108.

Command during the last Vi/eek of January and on the 5th February. At these
meetings I explained the air situation and our urgent need for reinforcements,
particularly the acceleration of the 2 reinforcing Hurricane Squadrons which
had been promised and for an allocation of 24 Hurricanes per month from the
flow. As regards bombers, I asked for 2 further reinforcing Blenheim Squadrons,
for 16 Blenheims to equip 60 Squadron and for 12 Blenheims a month from ABDA
Command flow? of maintenance aircraft, and additionally for the Moha?jks to
re-equip the 2 Lysander Squadrons. General Wavell said that he would do what
'13 c&uld to meet these requirements, but explained the pressing need for air
support in Malaya and the N.E.I.

The Supreme Commander, General Sir Archibald Vfevell, visited the

109. During the period 16th to 23rd February the maximum effort that could
be put forward by the bombers was 102 sorties in which 89,992 lbs. of bonibs
were released in low flying attacks on the enemy, accompanied by machine gun
fire. Such objectives as the ,railia/ay station at Moulmein
and M.T

troop concentrations

Direct hits on such thingsriver traffic and aerodromes were bombed
,  Fighter support for

,
as trains and paddle steamers in Sittang were observed,
bhe Army and the security of our bombers continued.

• •

Air Action on the Bilin - Kyaikto Road

'fcke first time i n the campaign the enemy provided a satisfactory
bombing target. On the 21st an enemy column of some 300 or more vehicles,
ox-carts and M.T. was reported on the road between Bilin and Kyaikto.
"bomb line" ran North and South through Kyaikto. The total fighter effort of
the Rangoon defence and Vi/hat bombers were at readiness v/ere ordered to attack
at, 16.25 hours. The first sortie off was one of 12 P.40's at 16.30, closely
followed by 8 Hurricanes at 16.40. A total of 38 fighter sorties and 8
Blenheim sorties were engaged in the attack. Direct hits were reported on M.T.
and horse transport accompanied by many fires. The village of Kyaikto through
which the column was passing was also set on fire. At 16.25 hours the Army
Headquarters moved the "bomb line" to a line running North and South 2 miles
West of Kyaikto.

The

The enemy had during the afternoon of the 21st penetrated through
the village of Kyaikto and moved along the road running North to Kimmun. That
afternoon their infantry were seen by the Duke of Wellingtons T/est of this
road (and North of the Kyaikto Road), Their thrust that night at the Sittang
Bridge took place up this road when they worked round our left flank and
attacked the Bridge in the rear of the 16th and 46th Brigad
that although our air attack in some weight on the enemy's main column could
not have entirely prevented his attack from developing, it must have reduced
its scale and intensity.

111.

es. It is evident

Alleged bombing of own Troops

112.

Army reports,

machine gunned by some Blenheim aircraft between 12.00 and 15.00 hours. The
facts are that at the request of Army Headquarters 8 Blenheims bombed Kavvbein
(near Bilin) in the morning and landed back at their base after mid-day.
After an exhaustive enquiry in which I have taken the opinion both of Officers
who were in the air and on the ground, I have failed to reach a firm
conclusion that our aircraft did, in fact, bonb our own troops at this time
and place. The enquiry is complicated by such statements as "the attacking
aircraft were identified by roundels on the uadersido of their ?/ings" - our
Blenheims have roundels on the upper side of the wing but certainly not on

There was an incident reported on this day and remarked upon in
.  It is alleged that our troops at Mokpalin were bombed and
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the underside, and the possibility that the Japanese used captured Blenheims
during this campaign should be considered. There is, moreover, a great
similarity between the plan silhouette of the Japanese Army 97 medium bomber and
the Blenheim, and^there must have been a number of enemy bombers flying over
Mokpalin about this time because the enemy effort was concentrated on the
Sittang area, a few miles to the 'i/est of Mokpalin. Since, however, the country
between^the Rivers Sittang and Bilin is closely covered in jungle, I consider
it^not^improbable that some crews by mistake may have bombed the wrong
objective. The enemy effort reached on this day a total of 90 fighters and 12
bombers in action in the Sittang area. The Sittang Bridge was the scene of
the heaviest attacks.

113.

19th.
In the meantime, Mandalay had its first attack by 10 bombers on the

114. G.R. Escort for Shipping, Such escort to shipping, G.R.
reconnaissance and coast-wise search in the Gulf of Bfertaban as was practicable
was carried out with the slim effort available.
a.ttack was provided once our

Fighter support against bomber
convoys came in range.

115. To extend the range of our reconnaissance for this purpose and to
give forewarning of enemy naval movements in the direction of the Andaman
Islands, it was decided to locate reconnaissance aircraft at Port Blair,
COTstruction of a landing ground in the Andaman Islands presented some
difficulty, but after considerable work it ?iras possible to construct a runway
of 800 yards at Port Blair. The only type of reconnaissance aircraft available
tnat could be operated from such a base was the Lysander and 2 of thes
aircraft were fitted v/ith long range tanks and flovm over escorted by Hudsons
on the 11th February. These aircraft were able to carry out reconnaissance
until the Andamans were evacuated.

Daily coastal reconnaissance was also carried out throughout the
campaign against possible Japanese attempts to attack our Army by landing
behind them. Such an attack did happen on one occasion - at night,

117. This concludes the air operations carried out in support of the Army
in Tenasserira,

The

e

116.

Air Directif - ABDA Command

118. On the 17th January air directif 0087 from Headquarters, South
iJestern Pacific, was issued to Norgroup. This gave our primary tasks as:-

(a) To secure the arrival of reinforcements and to protect
the Port of Rangoon, and

(b) To reduce the scale of air attack on B/Ialaya.

Subsequent directifs received from ABDA Command  related more to the battle in
the South ,Western Pacific than to operations that could be based in Burma.

jgART V - AIR OPERATIONS COVERING THE EVACUATION
OF RANGOON

119. February it seemed to me that the troops available in Burma
might be unable to hold the country against the form and scale of land attack
w^hich the Japanese were exerting through Tenasserim. This question was
discussed^in the Joint Commanders' Committee on several occasions. Our
forward air bases at Mergui and Tavoy had fallen. The Moulmein airfields had
een captured. Our warning system East of the Sittang was in enemy hands ,

120. At this time the fighter force and bomber squadrons building up in
Burma comprised the only Allied air force between the Japanese and India,
indeed between the Japanese and Middle Eaxst, Had we had time to establish and
consolidate the forces in passage from tlie U.K. and Middle East comprising
personnel, equipment, maintenance and warning system, there would have been a
good chance of presenting a firm front to the enemy air force with their
inferior equipment. On the other hand, if the Port of Rangoon fell into enemy
an s in March or April, the flow would stop, and there was a grave possibility
a  our air force might well be destroyed piece-meal in Burma before it was

strong enough and had time to organise,
help to the Army in Burma and would

Such a defeat in detail could be of no

uncover India at a critical time.
16 -



121.

prepared to prevent the annihilation of our force by moving our base to India
and providing it with strong mixed 7/ings in Burma maintained from India,
dispersed? air support could be given to the Army in Burma and bonbers based
in India could support operations in Burma. Such action, moreover, would
contribute to the air defence of India in her critical and naked sector.

The question therefore arose as to whether plans should not be

Thus

122. On the 12th February I therefore telegraphed ABDA Command, A.677 of
12/2, indicating that in the unlikely event of the loss of Rangoon
administrative plans might be necessary to enable fighter equipment to be
withdrawn, and requesting a directif as to whether the R.A.F. units should
proceed with the Army North towards China or whether they should proceed in
the direction of India for the defence of Calcutta and North Eastern India.
I pointed out that if they were withdrawn to the North there was no adequate
warning on the airfield line Toungoo - Heho - Narasang - Lashio and that the
forces there located would therefore be open to fighter attack without warning
when on the ground,
defence, R.D.F. cover could be provided,
only point through which maintenance for an air force could pass) the force
instead of building up to its planned size would become a wasting force. In
China there were few or no facilities for operating our bombers' and
fighters, whereas with lay-back bases in India and forward bases and strong
detachments in Northern Burma, bomber and fighter action in support of the
Army could continue. No reply was received to this telegram.

If withdrawn to Calcutta they could provide a strong
Once separated from Rangoon (the

123. On February 15th Singapore fell.

On the 18th February, General Hutton sent off his telegram 0.749 of
18/2 which indicated the possibility that the enemy might penetrate the line

the Sittang and that the evacuation of Rangoon might become an imminent
Consequently, in view of this serious situation,  I telegraphed my

appreciation at Appendix "I” (telegram A.787 of 18/2) in which I set out the
factors of the air situation and indicated three courses of action,
to remain with the Army during the move northwards tovjards China,
circumstances the R.A.F. units would have become  a wasting force, since
maintenance would be difficult if not impossible once Rangoon had fallen,
while heavy losses for small return would be inevitable in the event of
reinforced enemy scale of attack,
when Rangoon was closely threatened,
force of 1 Hurricane Squadron, 1 Blenheim Flight and 1 Army Co-operation Flight,
withdrawing the remainder of the force to India,
telegram.

124.

Oi

possibility.

Firstly,
In these

Secondly; to withdraw the air force to India
The final course was to leave a mixed

No reply was received to this

125. On the 20th February instructions were given for the withdrawal of
the 17th Division behind the River Sittang, A meeting was held at Government
House at which General Hutton and I were present. The G.O.C. stated that he
had instructed the Commander of the 17th Division to fall back behind the
Sittang, He outlined the steps that he proposed to take in this situation in
regard to comnencing the evacuation scheme of Rangoon and the establishment of
Rear Headquarters at Mayrryo.

126. Our Rangoon air bases were closely threatened. The warning facilities
except for limited R.D.F, and Observer Corps observation had practically gone.
As a result of this meeting the G.O.C, despatched his telegram 0,792 of 20/2,

Decision to organise base landing grounds in India with mixed
vYings in Burma

127. I therefore telegraphed Headquarters ABDA Command indicating the
situation described at this meeting. A copy of this telegram is attached,

Appendix '*J” - A,801 of 20/2. There was no time to be lost. General
Hutton agreed with me that the only course open to us to maintain our effort
in support of the Army in Burma - once our airfields and warning at Rangoon
had been lost - was to establish base landing grounds in India, operational
landing grounds at Akyab and Magwe with advanced landing grounds in the
Rangoon area to provide what fighter and bomber support could be given.
Failing immediate instructions to the contrary, I proposed in nnr telegram
putting this plan into action.
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128. Arrangements were accordingly made to leave a mixed Wing one 1
Hurricane Squadron, 1 Blenheim Squadron and half an Army Co-operation Squadron,
organised as a mixed Wing, with 1 Squadron of the A.V.G. in Upper Burma, based
at Magwe, 1 nixed Wing of 1 Hurricane Squadron, 1 Bomber Squadron and 1 G.R.
Squadron at Akyab and to build up and feed these  2 Wings from a base
organisation in India.

129. The decision which set the size of the Wing left at kiagwe was based
on the amount of maintenance in the country on the 20th February,
calculated by the staff that there was sufficient rjaintenance in this mixed
Wing for a period of 3 months,

and maintenance therefore would be satisfactory,
communication bwteen Magwe and Akyab. ~
the Manipur Road had not been completed.

It was

As regards Akyab, access by sea was still ope

The route from India in the North down

n
,  There v/as no overland

130. The decision to base the force in Northern Burma at khgwe was made
because it lay behind two lines of observer corps telephone lines, one down
•^ne Valley of the Salween towards Rangoon and the other down the Valley of the
Irrawaddy. It v;as proposed to attempt to evacuate the R.D.F. set if Rangoon
fell. By this means it was hoped to provide sufficient warning at Magwe to
secure the base against anything but the heaviest scale of attack,
Singapore had fallen on the 15th February the weight of the Japanese air
lorce could nov,; be turned towards Burma. I therefore expected that if Rangoon
fell, vdth the considerable number of airfields now prepared in the Rangoon
area, heavy reinforcement of Japanese aircraft would be flown in at will to
Burma,

Since

The enemy 'would have control of the communications and the free use of
Lhe Port of Rangoon and thus a large air force could be maintained.

131. I received no reply to my telegram. Action was commenced,

received a personal telegram from Air Headquarters, India on the 19th
'A.O.C. 113 - Appendix "K") in which the A.0,C.-in-C. informed me that if the
necessity arose he had prepared a plan for the withdrav/al of my force to
India, On the 20th requested air transport to be flov^n to Magwe, v/hence it
would work a shuttle service between Magwe and Akyab.
personnel from Akyab would be by sea.

3,000, the majority of whom were in the Rangoon area,
the remainder by air.

I had

Onward transport of
The personnel to be evacuated numbered

A proportion weresome

m.oved by sea

132.

'telephone system in Rangoon would cease functioning at 18,00 hours that day,
Except, therefore, for our single R.D.F. set - worn-out and of the wrong kind -
there ¥^ould be no v/arning for the defence of Rangoon and our airfields.
Arrangements Vi/ere at once made to nan the observer centre in the Central
Telegraph Office with R.A.F. personnel,
within a few days of the fall of Rangoon.

Beyond the general statement by the Army that in the event of the
evacuation of Rangoon they would proceed to the North and generally in the
direction of China, there was always the element of doubt as to whether they
v/ould proceed to China or fall back tov/ards the Manipur Road and so towards
India, Rear Headquarters had been established at Maymyo and stocks were being
back-loaded up country to the Mandalay - Biaymyo area.
v;/ithdravml, I had always been informed, would be along the Prome Road, a road
150 miles in length,

134. Our air bases in general lay on the other main route to the North -
up a Valley of the Sittang, The main railway system ran through this Valley
to Mandalay and branched to Myitkyina in the North, and Lashio in the N.E.
The Burma Road lay along the same route to Mandalay and Lashio,

In consequence, from the air point of vio¥/ the Prome route v/as
unsatisfactory since there were no air bases of any kind of withdrawal between
Rangoon and Mandalay suitable for the operation of modern fighters and bombers
with high wing loading - except Magwe, and that had no accommodation, no pens
and no dispersal. Indeed the only other aerodromes were at %itkyina, 600
miles to the North (runway incomplete) and Meiktila - our depot of the future -
where a runway was finished,
and East to be effective in the initial stages and had only slight warning
facilities.

On the 21st the Postmaster General reported to me that the

This limited warning continued until

133.

The initial line of

135.

But Meiktila wag rather too much to the North
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I had foreseen the possibility of ha.ving to operate my raixod fighter
and. boFiber effort in what might well be - and later proved to be - a tense
situation, in Vi/hich the Army would be attempting to withdraw along this single
line of communication. There v^ould be no opportunity of dispersing off the
road and no cover from air attack. Accordingly, I had a series of st^j^s cut
into the hard paddy land along this line of communication and on the

when the C.-in-G.,

prepared to operate on this route.

136.

Iiiarch

India, visited Rangoon, I was able to report that  I was
,

But operating a numerically inferior force from such landing grounds137.

against a vi/eight of air attack without adequate vjarning was a riskyjand
fortuitous operation. Thus I had grave doubts about cur ability to maintain
ourselves in being. But when and if this situation arose we should have done

our best to secure the Army a.gainst enemy air action.

138.

had been kept as secret as possible and a very useful number had been prepared
in the vicinity of Mingaladon and towards the North and 7/est up the Irrawaddy
to Prome .

Against this threat, therefore the location of our kutcha" strips

139.

the parent airfields at Mingaladon and Zayatk'win to
location of our fighting force, when based on such temporary airfields, vi/as not
readily obvious to the enemy. Pilots and air crevjs were motored into their
accommodation. They arrived at- the
to fly their aircraft,

the strips and the security of equipment from the daraa.ge caused by night
bombing.

Mingaladon was accurate and effective,

the warning had entirely gone
by the use of these strips, and evacuate the parent airfields,
account of their range could operate from Magv^e and refuel and rearm in the
forwa.rd area, but the fighters v^ith an extreme fighting range of 135 miles v^ould
have to be brought back along the Prorne Road in steps of some 50 miles so that
security could be provided f r our retiring columns.

At night all first-line aircraft, bombers and fighters, were flown off
kutcha" strips. Thus the

kutcha" strip before davm the next morning
This, wc found, the only method of ensuring secrecy of

I/ith large numbers cf small bombs the enemy's night bombing of
If Rangoon v/ere to be evacuated when

I proposed to guard the security of my fighters
The bombers on

All preparations practicable vi/ere made to improve the vi^arning system
at Akyab and Mag'we, but with the time and resources availa,ble this proved to be
a hopeless task.

140.

Furthermore, much work voas necessary at Magvi/e to nKike it a
and labour was difficult to get. The provision of satellite

Ihg-we, although
had been a civil air port and, since

was not intended in the general plan to be an

Anti-blast protection in the way of pens or dispersal
Had, for example, Tcungoo been situated

satisfactory base

"kutcha" strips 'wa.s, however, undertaken to provide dispersion,
it had a runway still under construction
it lay in the back area of Bur
operational aerodro.me.

arrangements had not been started,

where Magv^e was, it v/ould have been a different story and the situation in
regard to P.A.D. measures would have been much more satisfactory for the
operation of a mixed Wing.

141. Final preparations to continue to fight the battle over Rangoon
for the withdrawal to the North, were taken in hand at once,
was opened up at Ikgwe on 22nd February vdth forward Headquarters in Rangoon.

an- 5

Rear Headquarte

d

rs

Formation of "X" Wing

142.

support of the Army throughout this phase, I formed an "X" lifing Headquarters
under the coramand of Group Captain Noel Singer, D.S.O., D.F.C., with a strong
staff 5 reasonable communications, and good mobility. The role of "X" Yifing was
to maintain air superiority over Rangoon until the demolitions of the oil
interests at Syriamand Thilawa
had been completed and until the Army had withdrawn from the area and thereafter
to provide air superiority over the area in which the Army was moving, until
it reached Prome.

To control, the fighter action and the bombing offensive action in

, the docks, pcvjer stations, munitions and stores

143. The detachments on Tcungoo, Heho, Mamsang and Lashio would continue

in operation to enable limited air action to take place in support of the
Chinese, while a landing ground was prepared a.t Ifeindalay to serve Rear
Headquarters at Maynyo. A schome was drawn up to enable detachments to be
¥;ithdrawn from forvi^ard aerodrtmes should tho situation necessitate - with
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preparations for the evacuation of equipnent, stores, etc. Arrangements had
been made with Army Headquarters that in these circumstances all petrol and oil
would be handed over to the Army for the use of the Armoured Brigade and M.T.
columns.

144. On the 23rd February the Sittang Bridge was blown. Except on the days
on which the enemy had thrown the weight of his attack against the Rangoon
defence, his bombers and fighters flew over their forward troops advancing
through the jungle,

intermittently on most days.
Air action was carried out against our troops

,  As explained previously, we did the best with:
the slim fighter resources available to support the Army in this respect.

145. On the next two days, the 24th and 25th, the final attack was made
by the Japanese Air Force on the Rangoon defence system with the object of
attaining air superiority over the area. As noted elsewhere, this failed in a
signal manner and severe casualties were inflicted on the enemy. Thereafter,
until the fall of Rangoon, his fighter force v;as occupied purely defensively
over the area in which his advance was taking place, formations of up to 40
plus operating each day. .,rhen possible, therefore, in order to keep them on
the defensive, bombing operations were carried out in the area in which the
enemy fighters were working. Je attempted to make interceptions but ivith no
great success, since their fighter effort ?^as only over the area, of operations
at certain times. On the 23rd, however, a message was received from the 17th
Division.and interception did take place in f^hich 2 enemy aircraft were shot
down.

146. Our fighter effort ?ifhich had built up to no less than 44 -
Hurricanes and P.40's - on the 17th February, dwindled away after the air battle
on the 24th and 25th and after our air operations over Tenasserim to a low mark
of under 10 on the 28th February, due to the lack of maintenance, spares and the
number that were "shot up" in the air battle. The figure, however, gradually
increased again to 27 on the 4th Parch, but fell to an average of about 17
aircraft from this date until the 10th liarch.

147. As regards bombers, the effort built up to 16 on the 17th February
and fell away durirjg the battles in Tenasserim to a lo¥i: mark of under 5 on the
<,5th February for exactly the same, reasons as described above. It built up,
however, to 12 aircraft on the 28th February and to an average of about 10
serviceable from that time until the 10th Ifarch,

The Battle of Pegu

148. On the 23rd February I visited the 17th Division at Pegu with
General Hutton. The Armoured Brigade had now arrived and was mostly deployed
in this area. The enemy used the hours of darkness to
pressure was exerted against our forces at Waw ^

this time and the 5th March the battle developed.

149, On the 4th March General Alexander arrived at Magwe. He flew down
with me to Rangoon. I accompanied him on his visit with General Hutton to the
17th Division at Pegu. The enemy had engaged our forces round Pegu and an
V  X strength, accompanied by light tanks, had taken place to the
North through the jungle country of the lower PegV Yomas in the direction of
the^ rorne Road - our line of communication. This movement was observed by low
llying Hurricanee on reconnaissance. The 63rd Brigade had been accepi»d and
General Alexander planned the last stand in the defence of Rangoon.
Throughout this action which terminated on the 8th March with the completion of
the demolition and the final evacuation of the Port of Ransroon,
air situation arose.

cross the Sittang and
on the 26th February, Between

an interesting

150. ™®-s of paramount importance that the last vital demolition on a
®  completed without the interference of hostile aircraft and

that the movement of the Army which was disposed astride the Pegu Road and in
Rangoon should be enabled to give last cover to demolition parties and to
withdraw as planned throu.gh the cross-road at Taukkyan and North up the Prome
Road. The Army was tied to the road on account of the nature of the country
and the fact that it was mechanised.
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151.

had inflicted severe casualties on the enemy air force. From that day until
the evacuation of the Array from Rangoon had been completed, until all our

convoys and ships had left the Port in security and until our demolition

parties had been withdravm, no enemy bomber attempted tc enter what had
previously been our warning zone round the airfields of Rangoon, i.e. roughly
a circle 40 miles in radius from the centre of the town.

As already noted, the air actions over Rangoon on the 24th and 25th

152.

superiority failed, the enemy air force were determined not to incur further
wastage until Rangoon fell. Consequently the demolitions and the withdrawal
of our forces from Rangoon took place in a state of absolute air superiority.

153.

place against Maymyo, Toungoo and Bassein, whilst considerable activity was
maintained over the battle area.

I can only assume that when their last effort to establish uir

As regards the enemy effort in the battle of Pegu, air attacks took

154. On the 2nd Iferch I gave instructions for the R.D.F. station, which
had been made mobile to move to liagvi/e, tc provide some R.D.F. warning for our
new air base. Consequently, when the telephone observer corps system
collapsed there was no warning in the area except tha.t provided by observation
from military points and airfields.

155.

Rangoon by day.
To offset this to seme extent a Jim. Crow" Hurricane was kept over

156. During this critical phase, fearing that my fighter force might be
caught on the ground and destroyed by surprise low flying fighter attack, I
had moved them out to a newly prepared "kutcha" strip at Highland Queen from
v\ihich offensive fighter patrols Vi/ere maintained. To give the im.pression that
the force was still at Mingaladon, wrecked aircraft fuselages and dummies
\were parked in the readiness pcsiticn on the runways,

157.

directed against the enemy wherever he could be found. The fighters
accompanying the bomber raids came down tc shoot up enemy objectives.
96,800 lbs, of bombs were released, and a considerable number of fighter
offensive and protective sorties carried out. Such objectives as enemy troop
concentrations, trains, boats on the Sittang and M.T. columns were attacked
vrfith satisfactory results. The bombers operated from J-lagwe aQrodrom.e using
Highland Queen and John Haig as advanced bases.

During this critical phase to the 7th I/Iarch, the bomber effort was

158. General Sir Archibald Wavell, now Commander-in-Chief, India - to
which Command Norgroup had reverted - visited Burma on the 1st and 2nd March.
A meeting was held at MagVi/e on the morning of the Ist March in which the
Commander-in-Chief revievred the land and air situation,
the Governor, General Hutton and m.yself v^ere present,
situation and the need for reinforcing Hurricanes and Blenheims.
Rangoon now closely threatened, with cur warning non-existent,
fighter force of 20 serviceable Hurricanes and a few Buffaloes,
force standing at 4 serviceable aircraft at Magwe, it was a position in which
I said we should be unable to deny the enemy freedom of air action; while our
bombing effort in support of the Army would be limited to the efforts of our
quickly dwindling force of 16 bombers.

At this meeting H.E.
I described the air

With

with a slender

with the A.V.G.

Attack on Highland Queen

On the 6th, an enemy formation of about 20 plus aircraft which was

flying over the^Japanese troops advancing through the Jungle towards the Prome
Road over-shot its mark and, by accident and without warning, arrived flying
low over Highland Queen v/here our fighters, same bombers and seme G.R.
aircraft wore on the ground.

160.

and some Hurricanes were able to take off,
were indications that 2 enemy fighters were da.raaged or destroyed,
of ours were destroyed on the ground,
aerodrome went into action satisfactorily,
have been a decisive end to our small air fore.e.

159.

Fortune attended us on this occasion. The enemy shooting was bad
Although no claims were made there

2 aircraft

The anti-aircraft defence of the

Th.is was a raid which might well
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161.

Highland Queen to Mingaladon,-v/henoe our last sorties were carried out.

Infiltrations by boat had taken place up the River Rangoon.
Offensive action by our fighters vjas taken but movement continued by night.
On the afternoon of the 6th March I left Y/ing Headquarter^ Rangoon, and flew
to ay Headquarters at I<!agwe.

Our fighter force had for some days been split between Magwe and
the forward bases round Rangoon, Highland Queen and Mingaladon,
Hurricane force which was then standing at about 15 aircraft was a mixed one
comprising commanders and pilots of 17, 135 and 136 Squadrons, and operating
from the forward bases wias maintained from Magwe, where maintenance
inspections were carried out. The P.40's of the A.V.G. which had done such
sterling work were now suffering from acute unserviceability due to lack of
spares and replacement aircraft. I therefore placed them in the defence of
the air base at tfagwe. This made good my promise to General Chonnault that
I would not employ them at airfields without adequate warning.

Evacuation of Rani3:ocn

I immediately issued instructions for all aircraft to fly in from

162.

163.

The

164. I had been with General Alexander until 14.00 hours. He had told
me of his decision to evacuate Rangoon, and the code word for blowing
demolitions and evacuation was issued just before midnight on March 6th.
With his agreement^I moved Headquarters "X" Wing from Rangoon to Zigon, the
first "kutcha" strip from which we wfould operate in support of the Array's
withdrawal along the Prome Road. A small party of Officers and airmen were
left behind to complete the demolition of the operations room and the
facilities at Norgroup Headquarters, They were then to go on to Mingaladon
and help to complete the demolitions at this airfield. This party came out
with the Army.

PART VI - AIR,OPERATIONS COVERING WITHDRAWAL
UP THE PROM ROAD

165. There was a heavy haze on the 7th and 6th, which interfered with
observation by fighters, made worse by the great pall of smoke from the
burning oil which rose to a height of 15,000 feet and was blown North over ti»
area of operations as far as Tharrawaddy. General Alexander's force failed to
dislodge the road block at Mile 22 on the 7th, but on of the 0th
was able to overcome this resistance, and the withdrawal of our Army
commenced North up the Prorae Road.

Operations from ZiRon

166. The rough surface of Zigon proved unsatisfactory for Hurricanes,
I had to decide- whether to risk damaging Hurricanes - which when damaged might
not be repaired - or to operate the fighters from Lfegwe where their range would
not have enabled them to provide security over our troops. The following day
from Zigon the fighter effort was imintained.

167.

some 40 miles lone:

The column of our withdrawing Army was reported by aircrevifs to be
-ig, mostly M.T, vehicles and tanks - an admirable target for

enemy bomb action in country where there was little or no cover from air
attack and no possibility of getting off the long straight tarmac road.
168. But the state of air superiority finally established on February
25th still continued. Fighter patrols were carried out over the line from
Zigon to Rangoon. The Army, without molestation from the enemy air force,
was thus able to take up and consolidate its position on the Petpadan -
Tharrawaddy line.

169. As regards fighter sweeps to secure the withdrawal, the Huerricanes
at Zigon carried out about 12 to 18 sorties a day until "X" vVing had withdrawn
from rome to luagwe on the 11th March. It was then disbanded on the formation
of Burwing at Magwe. Group Captain Singer, who arrived on the 12th Uarch,
took over the command of Akwing, which was then in formation at Akyato.
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170. Operations frca Zigon resulted in the tail unit of a Hurricane giving
way on an average of 1 in every 5 landings,
tail of the Hurricane ¥;hich then t

A bamboo skid was fitted to the

clc off and landed at Magwe for repair. 2
Buffaloes were badly wrecked by the aerodrome surface and were eventually burnt.
1 Blenheim and 1 Lysander were also rendered unserviceable, but v;ere repaired
and flown out before the airfield was left.

171. The sole Japanese air attack driven home at this time was directed
against the^town of Tharrawaddy, where the bomb lift of 10 bombers was disposed
of on civilian quarters causing a number of civilian casualties.

172. G.R. Reconnaissance in the Gulf of Martaban and the Bay of Bengal
continued and escort was provided for the last convoy which carried detachments
and demolition parties. All ships got safely a^/ay.

Operations from Park Lane

173. The range for fighters was now shortened and, consequently,
moved to Park Lane, a "kutcha" strip North of Prorae. This move was completed

The enemy did net locate and attack theon the night of the 9th March,
fighters at Zigon or Park Lane.

174.

position on the Prome line

Allanmyo in progress.

Fighting continued and on the 25th March the Army had taken up their
with the 1st Bur. Division's move from Toungoo to

175.
During this priod, from the 7th Iferch to the 21st Jferch, the bomber

lorce was either held in readiness for close support of the Army or attacks
were made in order to reduce the scale of air attack and so aid the fighters in
their task of security. Attacks on enemy objectives in support of the Army
were also carried out._ A total of 31,500 lbs. of bon^bs was released with good
results on such objectives as troop concentrations, aerodromes, road and
railway communication and river craft. Constant reconnaissance was carried out
over the entire front towards Rangoon and in the Valley of the Sittang, while
a close watch was kept on our old air bases in the Rangoon area and at
Moulmein for signs of the arrival of the e>^emy air force and reinforcements,
borne effort, however, was wasted because bombers available were held standing
by for objectives v/hich the Army did not provide.

176. The enemy attacked Toungco on the 17th March and carried out
reconnaissance of our airfields up the Burma Road, Tangan, Namsang,
Nyaumglebin and Meiktila - obviously searching for our KxrgTKiaix air force.

Formation of Burwing

177. Burwing, comprising No. 17 Hurricane, No. 45 Bomber Squadron, the
elements of an Army Co-operation Flight, 1 weak A.V.G. Squadron and the R.D.F.
Station, had been formed at Magwe under the command of Group Captain Seton
Broughall. This was a fully mobile mixed Array support force which, by
instructions from Air Headquarters, India, was placed under the operstional
control of General Alexander on the 18th March.

Air Directif - March 9th

^  Air Marshal { ww Air Chief
Marshal) Sir Richard Peirse, the Air Officer Conmanding-in-Chief, Air Forcesin India. ’

179. The Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief issued a Directif in which I was
told to maintain m.y two mixed Wings at Magwe and Akyab and to support the Army
in Burma and to organise the air defence of Calcutta, Asansol and Tatanagar in
India, and of Digboi oil installation.  iib Assam; also tc continue from India
offensive bombing operations in support of the Array in Burma. Additionally, a
lurther role of the force was reconnaissance and the attack of enemy surface
vessels in the Bay of Bengal in aid of the security of our sea communications.

Formation of Akwing

180. My Headquarters were moved frem Magwe to Akyab on the 12th March,
where I commenced_forraing Akwing. On the 17th this Wing comprised 135
Squadron, armed vdth obsolete Hurricane I's and 1 Hurricane II, a G.R. Flight
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and a small air coranunications detachment. It vjas proposed to make good the
v/arning (R.D.F.) and to build the 'fing up v/ith  1 Bomber Squadron (113 Squadron)
when Blenheims became available from flow and 1 G.R. Squadron (l39 Squadron)
¥irhGn Hudsons became availa.ble .

181.

and the Air Officer Conr:ianding-in-Chief.
opening in Calcutta.

On the 17th March I flew to Calcutta to meet the Conniander-in-Chief

My Headquarters was in process of

PilRT VII REVERSE INFLICTED OK MIXED ¥ING AT LLIGP®

182. On the 22nd March I returned to Burma to inspect Ak'wing at Akyab and
3ur?/ing at Magwe. On landing at Akyab I received  a telegram from Group Captain
Set on Broughall to say that the enemy had attacked Magwe in force the previous
day. This was immediately follovi/ed by a signal telling me that hea.vy attacks
had recommenced and closing the aerodrome to approaching aircraft. He
reported that nearly all first-line aircraft had been written off or damaged
and asked for approval to move to Lashio and Loiwing to refit,
agreement and flew on to Mandalay where I arranged for Group Captain Eeton
Broughall to meet me.

I telegraphed

The Bci.:ber Attack at Mingaladon

183.

reconnaisse.nce carried out by Burwing had disclosed concentrations of the enemy
More than 50 aircraft ¥;ere

Examining this action in full detail On the 20th March

air force taking place in the Rangoon area,
reported on our old airfield at Mingaladon.
decided to attack the follow/ing morning in an effort to reduce the sca.le of
attack in Burma which his intelligence staff had put at 400 plus in all. A
raid of 10 Hurricanes and 9 Blenheims of 45 Squadron accordingly took off.
The Blenheims were intercepted by enemy Navsil "0" fighters 40 miles North of
Rangoon and fought their way in to Kingaladon. The bomb lift of 9,000 lbs.
with stick adaptors wa.s dropped on the runv^ays aneng the enemy aircraft. The
formation fought their way back to Thsirrawaddy. During this gallant
engagement in which 18 enemy fighters were encountered the Blenheims shot dovi/n
2 enemy fighters and clairaed 2 probs.bly destroyed and 2 damaged,
aircraft were shot up but none was shot down,
personnel except 1 pilot wounded.

Group Captain Seton Broughall

Most of our
There wore no casualties to

Lo¥t’ Flying Fighter Attack on Min^aladon

184. , The Hurricanes carried out a low flying attack.  9 enemy fighters
were destroyed in air combat v/hile 16 enemy bombers and fighters were
destroyed or damaged on the ground. This was a magnificent air action. Some
Hurricanes v/ere badly shot up while 1 crashed on our side of the line through
lack of petrol, following combat,
that afternoon, but while
the enemy conmenced their considerable attack on the air base at kkgwe.

f,G. Burwing intended to repeat the attack
final preparations were being made for this sortie,

185.

operational aircraft, fighters a-ind bombers
the exception of 1 Hurricane II and 9 worn-out Hurricane I's, ex O.T.U
Akyab.

It should be appreciated that on this day at Lkigwe all serviceable
of my command were present with

at«t

Enemy Attack on Magwe Berdns

186, Over a period of some 25 hours, comxiencing at 13.23, Magvre was
attacked in force by the enemy. In all the scale of attack reached about 230
fighters and bombers, which included 166 Army 96 and 97 medium and heavy
bombers. It is calculated that a great vjeight of bombs, some 200 tons, were
accurately released in patterns during this attack.

187.

decisive effect,

fighters available against such attacks was usually 20,
the high figure of 45.

Similar attacks had beeTi carried out against Rangoon without
But at Rangoon there was good warning and the number of

rising on occasion to
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Fighter Effort

188. 21 fighters ̂ vere present at IMgVire when attacked, but as a direct
result of the air action vifhich had been fought over Mingaladon in the morning,
the number of serviceable aircraft at readiness to take to the air V7as only 12
It should here be mentioned that the leaders and many of the fighter pilots au
Magwe had been at 2 minutes readiness day after day, from dawn to dusk, for a
period of some 8 weeks.

Warning

The only observer corps system remaining to the East and South-East

¥jas the observer post belt as far South as Toungoo and Prome on the main line

of communication, reporting through llandalay, and a chain of posts on the
railway line Pyinmana - Kyaukpadaung vi/hich reported direct to Magwe operations

R.A.F. W/T. link. There was no observer corps system to the West
and North East of Ikgwe - an outflanking avenue used by the enemy during this
attack.

South East o

been available. The warning was vj'eak and unreliable.

189.

room over an

The R.D.F. set was of wrong type; its arc of observation v/as to the
The equipment had given 3 months hard service and no spares had

The Enemy Air Action

190,

unidentified aircraft approaching and 2 Hurricanes were sent off to intercept,
but were unable to make contact. At 13.23 hours the approach of an enemy
formation was confirmed and all available fighters took off. But they numbered
only 4 Hurricanes and 6 P.40's. At 13,30, 21 bombers escorted by 10 fighters
attacked, bombing and machine gunning the airfield. Our fighters intercepted
and debtreyed 4 enemy aircraft with 1 probable and 1 damaged, but the weight of
the attack got home and considerable damage resulted in which communications
were destroyed.

At 13.00 hours on the 21st March, a report was received of a single

191.

In all the scale of attack was 59 bonbers and 24 fighters tha.t day.
The enemy followed this up with further raids at 14.10 and 14.30.

192. •  On the 22nd March, plots of movements were received from the R.D.F,
set at 08.04 and 08.11 hours. Immediately afterwards there was a temporary
breakdovm of the 7//T. link Vi/hich, combined with interference, prevented tho
reception of plots in the operations room until the enemy attack had
developed at 08.45 hours. 2 Hurricanes had been sent off to intercept a high
flying enemy reconnaissance aircraft heard over the airfield at 08.30. They
had not yet made contact Vi/hen at 08.47 hours 27 bombers with an escort of 10

plus fighters appeared over the aerodrome, followed a quarter of an hour later
by a second wave of 27 bombers also virith fighter escort. As no warning of
these raids had been received, no further fighters were sent off to engage.
The 2 Hurricanes already in the air engaged the Japanese formation and
danaged 2.

193.

unserviceable 5 communications were broken down and a number of aircraft, both
bombers and fighters, v/ere destroyed on the ground.

Considerable damage was sustained. The runways were rendered

194.

A.V.G

of warning and the scale of attack he was compelled by the terras of his
instructions from General Chennault to withdraw his remaining flyable aircraft
to refit. At this stage of the action only 3 P.40's and 3 Hurricanes
remained flyable, the Hurricanes alone being operationally serviceable. The
A.V.G.'s P,40's withdrew "to Loiwing that afternoon followed by their ground
party.

Immediately afterwards, the Commander of the Second Pursuit Squadron
• >

,
reported to Group Captain Seton Broughall that in view of the absence

At 13.30 hours reconnaissance aircraft were again reported apprd'.rch-'
and 2 of the 3 remaining Hurricanes were sent up but failed to intercept. ’Tn:. o
they were returtiing to land at 14,30 the enemy again commenced his attacks vi;.'' - i
2 waves of 27 and 26 bombers respectively, each accompanied by fighter escort.
This terminated the enemy's attacks.

195.
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Great daniage had been done and 9 Blenheims a,nd at least 3 P,40's v^ere

destroyed on the ground, 5 Blenheims were unserviceable, while 3 Hurricanes had
been destroyed in air combat. The remaining 20 aircraft (6 Blenheims, 3 P,40 s
and 11 Hurricanes) were flyable but unserviceable due to normal unserviceability
or damage from enemy action. These aircraft, except the P.40's, were flown out
to Akyab.

197.

was the result of our weakness in fighters, the weakness of the warning system
at Magwe and the complete absence of aLircraft pens and bad dispersal
arrangements at this airfield so hurriedly occupied. There has been a good deal
of criticism of the subsequent hasty move of Burwing from I'lagwe, while it had
an adverse effect on the morale of both the Army and the civil population.

The convoy left Magwe for Lashio and Loiwing early on the morning of
Salvage and refuelling parties were left behind.

196.

rave reverse to Burwing - the R.A.F. detachment in Upper Burma -This e>

198.

the 23rd.

On the nights of the 22nd and 23rd respectively,  I met General
It was confirmed that

199.

Alexander and Group Captain Seton Broughall at Maynyo.
Burwing would be withdrawn to Lashio and Lciwing  - the only remaining aerodrome
where fair warninf, existed - for refitting.

In the meantime it ¥;as proposed to try and ma.ke good the ̂ /arning at200.

Magwe, to put it into a proper state of defence and fit for Burvi?ing to return
there for operations,
instructions for the R.D.F.

for the salvage and working parties at Ifegwe to be strengthened.

As the convoy had already left Magwe I issued
set tt be turned round and sent ba.ck to Magwe and

Loiwing was the only airfield left with reasonable warning and201.

therefore the proposal to leave Ha.g’wc and to refit at Loiwing v;as not
despite the great distance of the latter airfield from the area in which the
Army was operating. By use of the advanced landing grounds, limited support
could be given to the Army until the defence at Magv/e was satisfactorily
completed and the aerodrome reoccupied.

unsou

At Lashio warning vms weak.

nd

As events turned out it would not have been possible to reoccupy202.

Magwe since the airfield fell into enemy hands 3 weeks later and the

organisation of the warning, system and the provision of works - for which only
limited labour then existed - could not have been done in time. Adcdtionally,

the observer corps belt in the Sittang Valley and the Valley of the Irrawaddy
grs.dually being rolled up and with it any warning from this source.was

Enemy Action - Akyab

A similar actionThe enemy had also found cur small force at Akyab.
took place which commenced on the 23rd5 was repeated on the 24th and on the 27th.
Our fighters intercepted on 2 occasions inflicting a loss of 4 enemy aircraft
destroyed and 3 probably destroyed for a cost of  6 Hurricanes.

203.

Although v/arning was received on the 27th, low flying enemy fighters
2 Hurricanes

204.

caught our small force unprepared on the ground on this occasion,

got into the air and engaged, 1 'oeing shot down.  7 Hurricanes were destroyed on
the ground and a Valencia. Instructions had already been issued by Air
Headquarters, India, to withdraw Akwing from Akyab to Chittagong as warning was
so v;eak. Akyab -would continue to be an advanced landing ground for refuelling .
aircraft and to enable our Hudson reconnaissance to reach the Andaman Islands.

A small R.D.F. set with a limited range of 20 miles, had been flown in and was

operating, but the observer corps warning for Akyab was poor. The posts were
few, only the outlines of communication existing owing to the difficult nature
of the country.

These tvi/c actions - at Magw'o and at Akyab - in effect terminated the
R.A.F. activities based in Burma. The supply of aircraft now became the critical
factor. The necessity to build up our defence in North Eastern India and Ceylon
brought about a decision by the Coi-ninander-in-Chief, India, not to re-equip

The maintenance of a. small force in Burma was uneconomical in view of
Indeed, such air forces

205.

Burwing.

the lack of v/arning and increasing weight of attack,
of ours operating in these circumstances vi/ould be destroyed piecemeal, giving
but small returns for considerable losses.
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206. Burwing continued, however, as an organisation, and although bombers
ware flown in to Lashio and Loiwing to operate for a few days and return to
Calcutta, very little could be achieved.
6th April lasted only

8 Hurricanes that were flow in on

few days in the face of Japanese attacks on Loiwing.a

207. With the reverse that the Chinese 5th Army sustained on the Southern
Shan front on 20th and 21st April which led to the rapid advance of the
Japanese to Lashio, Burvi/ing was withdrawn to China to provide British
refuelling parties at main Chinese air bases. The personnel of 17 Squadron were
withdravm via liyitkyina to take their part - re-equipped with Hurricane II's -
in the Calcutta defence.

208.

continued on a slight but grov/ing scale,
the support of the Army and the evacuation of our wounded and civilians.

But using the depth towards India, our bomber operations were
lluch remained still to be done for

PART VIII - WITHDRAWAL OF BURhiA AM-IY TO INDIA

General Alexander's Army moved from the oil field area through the
dry zone of Upper Burma to Mandalay with Headquarters at Shwebo, the final
withdrawal taking place across the River Chindwin through Kalewa and over the
Manipur Road through Tamu.

Corps troops on the Lochao pass on the 18th May and General Alexander's
force finally reached Imphal on the 20th May,

209.

The Army passed through the for¥jard screen of 4th

210. The enemy air force nov/ extended their patrols over a wide area in
Northern Burma and carried out attacks on Lashio, NSandalay, Loiwing and
Meiktila, Support was given to their forces operating against our Allies in
the Taunggyi and Mawlaik areas whilst flying boats based on the Andaman
Islands commenced attacks on shipping in the Bay of Bengal between 28th !,iarch
and 5th April.

211. The Japanese reinforcement of Burma took place during the first week
in April. Under the cover of a vigorous attack on Ceylon and on our shipping
in the Bay of Bengal on 6th April a convoy of ships reached Rangoon.

. powerless to prevent this. Fortress aircraft of the U.S.A.A.C
We were

however,
attacked with five and a half tons of bombs an enemy force in the Andamans and
straddled a cruiser and a transport. Further night flying attacks were carried
out on the enemy convoy at Rangoon with useful results - fires and explosions
being seen in the dock area.

• >

212. During the 8 weeks from 21st llarch, when the Ifegwe action took place,
until May 20th, when the Burraarmy was finally withdrawn to India, action with
bombers and fighters continued against the Japanese in Burma.

213.

carried out within the range of the Mohav,/k Squadron based at Dinjan,
action was exerted either from aerodromes in Assam - Tezpur and Dinjan
from bases in the Calcutta area, using Chittagong as a forward landing ground.
103 tons of bombs were released on the enemy in these attacks. On arrival in
Eastern India Squadrons were reformed and aircraft reconditioned slowly but as
quickly as possible.

The fighter action was limited to such fighter sorties as could be
Bomber

- or

214. On the 12th April the first attack was made in support of General
Alexander's right flank, when 9,000 lbs. of bombs were dropped on Japanese
troops at Nyaungbintha,

Singbaungwe, Allannyo, Bfeigwe, Sandoway and Taungup.
bombs were released.

The enemy and his transport were also attacked at
In all 15,000 lbs. of

215. Attacks, helped by some long range bombers of the U.S.A.A.C
continued on objectives of all kinds. In all 58 raids took place in support of
the Army's withdrawal, some to reduce the scale of air attack and the remainder

in direct^support of the Array. Most of the bombing took place on General
Alexander s right flank, although 3 raids were directed against suc!h places as
Mongpawn, Laikha and Kongchaiping on the Chinese front.

• ♦

- 27 -



216. Such airfields as Mingaladon, Akyab and iyitkyina were kept under a
harassing sca.le of attack. Operations against Akyab and fyitkyina were
particularly effective and when the eneny attenpted to establish hinself there
on forward bases, bomber action ms-de these untenable by the destruction of his
first-line aircraft on the ground.

217.

and 45 by the R.A.F. A total of 231,900 lbs. of bombs in all were dropped,
mostly followed by lew flying noichine gun attacks.

Of the 58 raids, 13 were undertaken by aircraft of the U.S.A.A.C.

The eneny were using river craft to out-flank the Army in Burma.

This line of corxiunication was continuously harassed by our aircraft and a
total of some 30,000 lbs. of bombs v/ers released on steamers, barges and
wharves while the attack on a concentration of river craft at Monyvi/a on the
4th and 5th tfcy was, by its delaying action, largely instrumental in
preventing the Japanese encircling mevenont of the right flank of our forces,
then withdrawing from Yu to Kalowa, a nevenent which if successful would have

proved embarrassing to our Army.

218.

219.

engaged by 4 Army 0.1 fighters. The fight lasted 20 minutes and was broken

off by the remining 3 fighters when 70 miles out to sea the aircraft of their

leader, the Japanese air ace, Lt.-Col. Takeo Kato, was shot down in flames.

No other Allied aircraft attacked Akyab on that day.

A single Blenheim which had attacked Akyab on the 22nd tky ¥Je.s

220,

by General Alexander to Hes.dquartosrs in Ca.lcutta.
55 being completed for Burmarn:y.

Requests for ber/bing action and tactical reconnaissance were made

Reconnsmssances continued,

221.

with D.C.2 and later some D.C.3 aircraft. This Squadron did n'jagnificont work.
Their daily effort was about 3 aircraft and considerable air transport
requirements had tc be net. Food had to be dropped on the 3 routes along which
the evacuation of civilians from Burma was taking place. These routes ran from

Shwebo - Kalewa - Tamu to Inphal, from Kyitkyina  - liainkwan - Shingbwiyang to
Ledo and from Katha - Indaw - Honalin/Tonhe to Inphal. Evacuees travelling
along these routes required supplies of food and medical stores tc maintain

them during their march to India. Additionally, many of our viounded were

evacuated by air from I.'kgwc, Shwebo and Myitkyina in turn as the battle moved
northward. Civilians v/ere also evacuated when there were no wounded to move.

No. 31 ir transport Squadron had been placed at my disposal equipped

222.

flovm out to India and 109,652 lbs. of supplies were dropped for victualling
refugees and troops. In carrying out this task we had the help of D,C,3
aircraft of the American Air Force - I have to record the good work carried out
by these crews.

In all a total of 8,616 persons, which included 2,600 wounded, v/ere

223.

Bengal,

of shipping. It was not known hov/ long the enemy naval force v/ould remain

vi/ithin striking distance of our line of sea corxiunication between Calcutta and

Ceylon. There were none of H.M, ships available at this time to provide the
necessary cover to secure this shipping now also within the range of attack of
the enemy long range bombers based at Mire’;aladon and ikigwe.

About the nid.dle of llarch a serious situation had risen in the Bay of
In the Port of Calcutta there was some one-quarter of a million tons

224.

courses of action - *ithor to sail convoys close in shore and to provide vi^hat
fighter protection against bomb attack - and bomber protection against attack
by surface units - as was practicable or to use diversional sailing which Vijould
spread the ships over a l?.rge area in the Bay of Bengal. The latter course was
chosen.

Instructions were issued for the Pert tc be cleared,  . There were two

225.

6th April were an (Offensive move covering the arrival of the large convoy of
troops in Rangoot^i. Consequently it was likely that if enciiy air reconnaissance
could be prevented - the sailing of this large tonnage of shipping over a short
period night bfe secured from enemy surface and air attack, since the enemy
Yi^ould be unawtire of the operation.

It seemed 'f)ossible that the attacks of our coast-wise shipping on the
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226, ¥e knew where the enemy reconnaissance force was.  9 four-engined and
two-engined reconnaissance flying boats had been located at Port Blair. On the
14th April this figure had risen to 13.
the enemy had developed the aerodrome at Port Blair and that local fighter
defence had been put in.
Squadron, the only
wore instructed to carry out
damaging all aircraft of thit^heconnaissance
attack was carried out in

Moreover, there were indications that

2 out of the 3 serviceable Hudsons of 139 (now 62)
lircraft that could (refuelling at Akyab) make the range,

an attack with the object of destroying and
force. A determined low-flying

hlch 2 twin-engined boats were left burning, 1 four-
engined flying boat left sinking and all the other flying boats ■were believed to
be damaged. This attack was repeated on the 18th, v/hen 2 Hudsons again

2 of these were destroyed and 3
On both occasions the enemy were moored in lines and the

a number of mast-height runs ctf them using their turret
0" fighters engaged our 2 aircraft - 1 failed to

second was hit by cannon shell and machine gun fire. After
enemy reconnaissa.nce force remained inactive

during the civitictil time vAen some 70 of our shi’ps made the pas
Bay of Bengal, but until the end of July no activity by it was recorded.

attacked 12 four-engined flying boats,
severely damaged.
Hudsons carried out

On the 18th, Navyguns .
return and the
these attacks this Not only

ge through the

PART IX - CONCLUSION

227.

December,
To sunmiarize, during this air action which commenced on the 23rd

small Allied air force, consisting of 1 Squadron of the A.V.G
the equivalent of 2 Hurricane Squadrons, the equivalent ofl Bomber Squadron,
2 Army Co-operation Bomber Squadrons and the equivalent of half a G.R.
Squadron, engaged the Japanese air force in the defence of Rangoon and in the
support of our Army in Tenasserim and Burma. But the early fall of Rangoon,
diversion of reinforcements and the shortage of aircraft equipment prevented
the air force building up to 16 Squadrons (6 Fighters, 7 Bombers, 2 Army
Co-operation and 1 G.R.) and full maintenance promised on progranmie. Up to
the fall of Ra.ngoon - by v/hich we lost our warning system and our orga.nised
airfields in t}iis vicinity - air superiority over Rangoon had been maintained
and after its fall continued until the kfegwe action on the 21st March.

a
• )

228. During this period the enemy, finally unable to subject the base of
Rangoon to unrestricted day bombing, which would have given him the best
chance of surrounding and destroying the Army, turned his effort to defend
his troops and aid their advance. In Tenasserim, enemy day bombing attacks
were carried out on our forv/ard troops and Headquarters. Although support
was given, our attempts to prevent this bombing were not successful, it being
im.possibile in the circumstances of poor warning and shortage of figliter
equipment.

229 .
lafet attack to achieve air superiority over Rangoon failed - he would not
£ace our fighter force until Rangoon was in his hands and considerable
reinforcements had been flo?m into the country after the fall of Singapore.
Consequently, this absolute state of air superiority remained over Rangoon
at this critical time - and no "Namsos" here took place.

It is a remarkable fact that from February 25th - when the enemy's

On March 21st he began his determined attack to stamp out our now
fast dwindling air force at Magwe and Akyab. Having achieved this, although
good bombing objectives were constantly present as our Army withdre’W to India,
he did not follow up his success by attacking our moving columns,
casualties to our Army from enemy air action during withdrawal over great
distances with poor cover from air attack v;ere small. This may well have been
because the enemy did not know the temporary success that he had achieved.
The main weight of the enemy bombesr attack was directed on such places as
Prome, Mands.lay and Maymyo, where great damage resulted with considerable
moral effect on the civil population. The bases
Lashio and Loiwing were constantly searched and attacked
latter ther*e were no aircraft prejsent.

230.

Thus the

at Toungoo, Heho, Namsang,
though except at the

29



231. Norgroup wae then using the depth to India, and with its base
organisation being hurriedly prepared in the Calcutta area and up the Valley
of the Brahmaputra, was able vi(ith vjhat resources were available, to continue
a harassing scale of bombing attack in Burma with some fighter action in the
North. By the nature of the campaign and the shortage of ¥jarning, of aircraft,
of equipment, and of ma,intenance, we ?^ere unable to maintain our 2 m.ixed Yi/ings
in Upper Burma and Akyab.

232.

the P,40 Squadrons of the A.V.G.

well trained and v/ith good fighting equipment,
the admiration of both services.

In the Burm,a campaign the main brunt of the fighting v/as borne by
They were the first in the field with pilots

Their gallantry in action won

233.

Norgroup, 233 enemy fighters and bombers were claimed destroyed in the air in

this campaign, of which the A.V.G. claimed'179 and the R.A.F. 54. 58 were

claimed destroyed on the ground. 38 by the A.V.G. and 20 by the R.A.F.
76 were claimed probably destroyed, 43 by the A.V.G. and 33 by the R.A.F.
116 were claimed damaged, 87 by the A.V.G. and 29 by the R.A.F.

234.

enemy in air combat. Of these 16 were P.40's and 22 Buffaloes and Hurricanes,

but the majority of the pilots were fortunately saved. I regret to report that
there v/ere 2 substantiated incidents when Japanese fighter pilots attacked and
killed our fighter pilots while descending by parachute.

According to the records available in the Intelligence staff of

From January 1st the cost in losses was 38 fighters shot down by the

235. I\s regards bombers, 8 failed to return from operations.

236.

fighters, 23 Blenheims,
communication aircraft.

237.
to have bee?i shot dovm in air combat by the A.V.G, and the R.A.F
losses vje^e 46. Thus an avera.ge of slightly more than 5 enemy aircraft were
claimed “fehot down for each of our aircraft lost.

Our losses on the ground due to enemy action were 51 aircraft, 17
4 Hudsons, The remainder were transport and

Cormparable w^ith the total of 233 enemy fighters and bombers claimed
the Allies0 5

238. ViTe destroyed more of the enemy's aircraft on the ground than the
enemjiy destroyed of ours. Y/e made no claim moreover in respect of enemy
^•^^hcraft destroyed on the ground by bombing attack, the number of which must
h^fcve been considerable.

The bomber action in close support of the Army has been described.
Counter offensive

239,

Slight as the effort ?jas, valuable results were achieved,
bombing action to reduce the scale of attack made an effective contribution
towards the maintenance of air superiority over Rangoon,

withThe evacuation of R.A.F. personnel from'Burma by air and sea

completed without loss.

240.

small parties by land, v^as

, much valuable equipment was back loaded at the
The nEjjority of stores remaining in Burma were

■on the sudden and unexpected Japanese thrust
The remainder was

As regards stores,
last moment from Rangoon,
moved to the Lashio area, whence
in that region as much as possible was moved into China,
destroyed except for some large b«on'ibs which were rendered useless.

241.

The task of supporting General Alexander's Army terminated on May
Air operations based in Eastern India

242.
20th when it was withdrawn to India,

continue against the Japanese in IBurma.

list of recommendations for awards and243.
mentions is attached (Appendix

Ai/ards and blentiona . M’y
L").
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IfAPPSNDIX »'B.l

AIRFIELD ACCOmiODATION

AcconmiodationAirfields Runways

(as at 7.12.41)

Victoria Point Poor all-weather strip

Unoccupied.
Roiji ;h i-ccoi-i-icdation
for 20

Complete for 420Mergui 2 all-weather strips.
C. and M. party only

Complete for 420Tavoy 1 all-weather strip
1 still under construction

C. and M. party only

Ready for 420Moulmein 1 all-weather strip
1 nearly completed
C. and M. party only

Ready for 600Mingaladon 4 all-weather strips
60 Squadron (ground personnel)
67 Squadron

1 all-weather strip nearly
finished

NilZayatkwin

Unoccupied

2 all-weather strips, 1 not
quite finished

Occupied by No. 1 A.V.G.

Ready for 420Toungoo

Ready for 4202 all-weather strips
C. and M. party only

Heho

NilAungban
(Satellite)

1 all-weather strip

Ready for 420. Water
supply still uncertain

2 all-Vifeather strips
Unoccupied

Namsang

Ready for 420Lashio 2 all-v;eather strips
C. and M. party only

Half-ready for 1501 all-weather strip
3 all-weather strips under

construction

Ksigwe

Unoccupied
American-built aerodrome and

hutments

Ready for 26Akyab 2 all-weather strips
Small C. and M. party

NilMeiktila 1 dry-weather strip half
finished

Unoccupied

NilShort all-weather strip
R.A.F. Signals' section only

Myitkyina
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APPENDIX ”B.2II

AIkFTELDS

P.O.L. AND BOMB STOCKS AS AT 7.12.41

.5 .303

Ball

.303 .303

Tracer

.5 .450 .38

Revol

ver

250 .5100 Oct]
Galls.

250 i 40

lb. lb.

SAP GP

20 42504723. 500 2504720.90 Oct.

Galls.

Airfield
Tracer Sf/IGlb. Ball AP APlb.lb.lb. lb.lb.

iipif
II
I" GPSAP GP AS

182,000 240,000 43,250 1,150,000 50,000 21,000 37,000 1,00065327,1601,480458 2,354120 5805,400 1202,800106,00045,000liingaladon

10,000 70048,00030050 1501005,8003,000100,00050,000^toulmein

10,00020,00050300126 150905,0003,000100,00045,000Tavoy

11,250 38,000 10,0001,250300 41 7,500126 150906,0003,800108,00058,000ilorgui

6,500
Zayatkwin

10,00020,0005,9003,00057,000 146,000Toungoo

70010,00070,0005,120 100488 1,276505,900148,000 3,00040,000Pi.>ho

10,000
6,0003,000148,00040,000.Jamsang

70010,00050,0001,440^1,830^ 300506,0003,00038,000 148,000jjashio
I

4,ooc; -1,00020,00044,000Akyab

10,000 1,000
Group H.Q.

Supjly Base
Bui'-ma * 20,0008,000161,000313,000

4,10021,000 123,50044,500 1,396,000 50,0002,284 193,250 247,5003,956 32,2805,12286086012 1 12033,600 70,0001,185,000730,000

See Notes on page 2.13,000 galls. 21,000 galls.
A.M. property

6,500 tons 2,800 tons
Bass spirit

Bulk Civil stocks

(1)
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)AERODROIiES - P.O.L. AND BOiffl STOCKS AS AT 7.12.41 (continued)

NOTES;-

(l) 1340 2501b. and 1680 401b. borfcs were held at Lashio for onward transmission to Area "A". The 250's were subsequently v^ithdrawn to
Ksis-we for use there,

(2) N.B. * This P.O.L. was distributed between Yunnanyi , Kunming, Tangling and Chan-yi in Yunnan Province of China (Area "A").

(3) All petrol held in 40 gallon 16 gauge drums oil in 5 gallon and 45 gallon drums stored in open, normally in 3 compounds,
each with a capacity of 170 tens fuel. This policy was rapidly being amended to wide dispersal follovv’ing the return of the R.A.F.
Mission to China on 2,12.41, where the necessity therefore had been amply demonstrated.

(4) Toungoo was occupied by the A.V.G. and therefore carried no stock of armament.

(5) Namsang was not occupied other than by small C. and M. Party.

(6) Serious oil deficiencies were to have been met by issues ex Singapore of 27,000 gallons 472C and 61,000 gallons 472B, but these never
materialised. Proportionate holdings were maintained by the issue from India at the end of December of 21,000 gallons of 472C,
17,600 gallons 472B, arrangements having been made for subsequent maintenance eiether by India or direct from Air Ministry.

(7) Total Bulk Storage Facilities :-
Hingaladon

B.C.G. Syrian
B.B.P.C. Thilawa -

2,000 gallons
14,000 tons
3,000 tons

(8) N.B. On 28/2 stocks of petrol main reserve petrol installations were:-

(Heho and Namsang as shown in ta,ble on page 1)Mandalay Akyab]VkgVi/e Lashio

100 Oct.

90 Oct,

87 Oct,

472 C.

472 B.

125,000
232,000
51,000

29,500
16,800

165,000 105,000
27,000 150,000

88,000
34,500
12,000

2,800

2,600

5,300

4,500 4,500

(2)
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?roST SSCl^T APPENDIX "D"

A.O.G.'S APPRECIATION OF AIR SITUATION

JA.WARY 1942

REVIEW

1. Relative to forces available in the STV. Pacific, Japan is initially strong
by sea, land and air. Her strategy so far has been a well thought out air-cum-
maritime strategy with the object of seizing with troops focal points in the
Pacific on the American line of sea and air communication, and of seizing the
Phillipine Archipelago, fA-.laya
Singapore.

Nethorland East Indies, and our base at

2. Japan has been enabled to carry her plan successfully through the first
stage. Hong Kong has fallen and the fall of the Phillipines is a matter of
time. Troops have been landed in Borneo, apart from vigorous action against the
American Fleet at Pearl Harbour and the seizure of the Pacific bases, Thailand
with its widespread air bases has been occupied, and the assault i
progress on the southern portion of Malaya and Singapore.

Without Sumatra and Java, J
and the base would be uncertain and risky,
these two islands would denj^’ to JapEin sea communication v^ith
must therefore assume that if she succeeds in capturing Singapore her
thrust will be in the direction of Sumatra, Java and the Celebes, though this
may be attempted before it falls.

is now in

3. Japanese occupation of the Malayan Peninsular
Indeed, allied air action based in

Singapore, We
next

The war in China is by no means settled.
Japanese political and military aims.

4. This is a direct threat to

The best course that Japan could pursue
in order to close the Chinese incident would be to cut China's life-line by
seizure of Burma and its port at Rangoon,
Lend maiterials for China could be cut off.

Thus the essential aid in Lease and

5. As regards Russia, we cannot hope that with the great battle new in
progress on her western front she would lend military aid against Japan at
present.

S. Japan is weak in natural resources and industrial potential,
a longish term policy, of war material and numitions.

must attempt to conclude her campaign -with the greatest possible speed in the
hope that having seized the S,\¥. Archipelago in the Pacific and Burma she will
be enabled thereby to secure her line of sea communication. Thus, by the
ability freely to move her land and air forces and to concentrate at the points
of danger,
she would be in a strong position and hope to
not worth the candle";

There is one unfavourable factor in the Japanese stra.tegy. She wages
maritime ¥i?ar at the end of a 2,000-mile line of sea comniunication. The bomber
dominates sea communications within range,
able to operate v;/ith land, sea and a.ir forces from this base we threaten her
forces in Malaya and are able to attack her maritime shipping and air and
militar^r bases in the Gulf of Siam, in Thailand, and in the Western Cambodia,
Thereafter operations against the N.S.I. would be practicable under our umbrella
of air action based in M.laya. Moreover, as long as we hold Burma by using
Chinese air bases we can threaten Japan itself and attack her sea communications
and bases in the vicinity of Formosa,
communication lies through India and over seas remote from Japanese air action,
it is clear that if Japan hopes for success she must -

(a) Occupy Burma at all costs 3

Therefore

For this reason sheon

she would hope to meet our likely scale of attack,
sit pretty" until the

emerging from war with her aim accomplished.

This achieved,

game is

7,

As long as we hold Burma and 9.rQ

Since our line of sea and air

(b) Carry this operation out before the monsoon season, ?/bich commences in
May, -when it w/ould be impracticable to operate the necessary scale of
land and air attack. After that it iivould be too late.
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Heel of Acliilles" in the

Moreover, if ve assume the worst
there is little doubt that any

From the above review it is clear that our

Japanese carnpaig^n is the defence of Burma„

case as regards Singapore and the K.E.I ,
success we are to gain in the campaign will rest upon our ability to build up
our offensive stroke base on Burma.

8.

« 9

it is clear that even at the cost of action at homoIf the above is true

or in the Middle E-st theatre -

'  9.

(a) Sufficient air and land forces must be made available for the defence
of Burma, and

(b) Resources for an offensive stroke must be built up in Burma.

DEFENCE OF BURMA - Geographical.

From Fort Hertz in the North to Rangoon is a distance of 900 miles,
the Arakan

In
10.

breadth it is 575 miles. Two great features run North to South -

Yomas and the Shan Hills, divided by the Irrawaddy and the Salween respectively.
River, road, rail and signals communications at present run roughly North and^
South and terminate in Rangoon. Two roads are under construction between India

Until they are completed Burma is cut off from India except ny air
ana sea, G:'nerally speaking, except for the plain country between the
mountain ranges, it is jungle. Air bases are run-v^yd, isolated and plainly
discernible from the air. Th-y can generally be fouhd easily by day and by
night, As regards weather, flying conditions are satisfactory except during
the monsoon period of five months - from K-.y to October, At this time air

operations are practicable but difficult; they favour the offence and issbricb
During the monsoon flying operations could, however, be carried

and Burma.

the defence,

out in China satisfactorily.

A successful attack^by land and air forces, directM_falBilISl-Ea£E££:a-Ll.£.m
w theuld therefore deny our abilityy'^pyvithd

11.

the East or

garrison from the country.

South-East wo

DEFENCE 0F_BUR1IA - Military.

the Malayan Peninsular
Judging from

s and

the attack on

Assuming the worst case, i.e. with Japan in-
open to attack by air, sea and land.Burma w'ould be

12. Air.

and Sumatra,

the strategical and tactical plan employed against the Phillipine
that broadly speaking

on the base at Rangoon,

>

Singapore, it would be reasonable to assume
Burma would take the form of a knockout blow by ai;;
with air forces operating at close range from carriers, Thailand, and -^he
Malayan Peninsular, to provide long range fighter cover and direct bombing
support for her land and sea thrust. The air defence system of bonioers, ^
fighters, and torpedo bombers must be strong enough to defeat this attemp-c.

Thailand enables her to concentrate a useiul
Voulmein, which runs from Nagron Sawarn and

hill

13. Lands Her railway system in
force on the avenue of approach to

Bhisanulok, but the country on this avenue of approach is difficult -
country covered with jungle. Based on the railway which runs down the
Peninsular from Bangkok, she is able to provide forces to infiltrate through
the jungle country on our South-eastern Thai border with the object o^; nipping
off places like Mergui and Tavoy. Additionally, she could provide forces^to
infiltrate up the coast in small boats to aid in the general rolling up oi the
Southern tongue of Burma. The seizure of these two air bases would be a

natter for the defence of Burm, since with fighters and bomoerf.
from a direction thai

based
serious

there the scale of attack would be brought to close range

is unsatisfactory for the warning system, A stern defence is therefore ,
at both these places, particularly at Tavoy. An attack can also be

Here again, conmunications through jungie
country are difficult, but the Japanese soldier it showing considerable
ability in jungle fighting. Looking at the picture broadly, therefore, it
would be wise to assume that although these three land operations might well ^
take place, a determined sea-borne expedition against Burma provides their bes,..

landing in the delta, or indee-. anywhere in the Gulf of
the base.

necessary

launched towards the Shan States.

A hostilechance.

Mai’taban, outflanks the land defence and threaten!
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14. Seas_—_ Wg can assume that, as in the case of M^i.-tya and the Phillipines,
expedition into the Gulf of Martaban would be part of the knockout blow on
Burins, and thereforo our bombing force and long range fighter force must be
sufficiently strong to defeat an expedition of this kind,
sea in an engagement of this kind during the next four months may not be great,
and therefore vfe must rely on the bonbor as our main means for defeating such
an attempt. Ihe expedition against the Phillipines comprised a convoy of some
80 vessels. It is impossible to say whether such  a convoy would be available,
but with oingapore as a Japanese base a.nd the other ports in Malaya at her
disposal, we must expect that a sc-a-borne expedition vi/ould be big enough for
good chance of success. The air str..ngth necessary to deal with the above
likely action in co-opero.tion with the Army and Navy are remarked on elsewhere
in this Appreciation, Additionally,
force.

an

Our naval forces at

a

wo must remember her powerful carrier
With this it would be practicable to attack our convoys in the Bay of

Bengal and in the East Coast of India. Thus by the attack of convoys she may
attempt to cut off Burma. A naval force with carriers and bombing a'ction from
Ceylon, Calcutta, Burma, and the Andaman Islands will be necessary to prevent
this.

SCALE OF AIR ATTACK ON BURMA.

15, Air bases in range,

Thailand, vjhere landing grounds
bases in Cambodia.

Turning now to the air situation,
1  are numerous.

Japan has seized
Free use is also made of air

Her line of air communication from Japan and Manchukuo,
which runs down the coast of China to Thailand, is therefore secure and
adequate. Indeed, existing facilities and her ability to increase these
hereabouts is such that a scale of air attack on Burma v/ill only be conditioned
by the air torces Japan is able to allocate to the theatre.

16, First Line- strength and employment.

approximately 2,C0C aircraft of all types,
month for the first 15 month's of the

H

war,

or first line strength is
Preouction is at the rate of 2CC a

nd then it may drop by 3C per cent.
At present there are 7CC aircraft based

Her ri’ir effort against Burma is at present
slight, 50 aircraft per day being the probable maximum scale of attack,
is at present using some 240 aircraft against the Phillipines.
her in the North and contains a sizeable air force.

on account of lack of ra.w materials,

in Thailand, Cambodia and Malaya.
She

Russia faces

17. ¥e must not disregard the possibility - hovi/ever remote it may be - of the
fall, not only of the Phillipincs, but of .Singapore also. It is impossible to
say when this nay happen but it is inevitable that if and when they fall Burma
must bear the full weight of attack from the Japanese
to make what preparations are
assault on Burma.

18. There are 33 aerodromes and landing grounds in Thailand and Cambodia
within 8CC miles of Rangoon. Moreover, the 24C Heavy Bombers now operating
against Singapore from Cambodia could operate effectively against Rangoon,
since it lies at the same range from Cambodia.

air force. She is able

desirable in Thailand and Cambodia against her

19. Scale of Attack; It Vi/ould be practicable, it is considered, to provide
operational facilities for a first line strength of about 1,CCC aircraft within
range of Rangoon.* It may well be that transportation and other difficulties
may make this impracticable, but it would be unwise to se.y that it is impossible
since the Japanese have long experience in air warfare in countries similar to
Thailand and, moreover, have already shov/n some ability to improvise.

20. At intensive effort it vjould be reasonable to expect, therefore, that in
the knockout blow on Rangoon as many as 600 aircraft a day may be expected for
a limited period.

21. Likely Objectives; This scale of a.ttack would be turned by da.y and night
against the city, its port and shipping, and its facilities as a base for the
force in Burma. In addition, an attempt vi/ould be made to destroy

and support would be given to convoys and troops thrown against
our air

organisation

the country.

(* including carrier aircraft)
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AIR DEFEi.^GE OF RTIRflA ,

22.^  A list of the vital points in Burnm at Appendix "A" is attached.
AOditionally, there is tho Air, Army and N-v.,1 organisation in process of
eing built up. The problen is therefore to provide adequate day and
night fighter defence at the greatest possible speed -

(a) For Rangoon;
(b) For our aerodrome organisation bet'aeen Toungee and kishio, where

our bomber forces will be based 5

(c) For our ocet;n convoys coming in round the Bassein Peninsular,
where fighter support v^ill be necessary on & limited basis for
convoys during daylight,

(d) For Moulraein through which the
probably be developed;

(e) Outlying strong points like Tavoy and r’ergui.

enemy land scale of attack will

Dof once: The Sector layout to provide protection for the
above requirrmerits is shown on Ikp I attached to this Appreciation. It
will be noted that this sector erganisatien provides not only for the
prc'tcction fror. bomber attack; of the above vito.l points, but also the
additional points in tho country v^hich roquirv;; security - since they lie
be'ind fighter sector erganise^tion,

24.^ Fi£)2t^r_Stxe^h2 As rogords strength of the fighter defence in terms
Ci iirst lino aircrait. The fighter defence must be. prepared fcr tho worst
£ase.8L-i^e^.to_nget a scale of attack cf 60Q'''aTrcrrft~a dev -"fighters and
bombers - winich, if succossful, must iir.ovitabjy mean the fall of Burma..

ihe Battle of Brit.iin iras won on a basis of one fighter to every four
battle aircraft - fighter and benber - that could be brought against the air
defence. 1,000 aircroht can bo brought age.inst the dof-rces fxnd thorefore
on this calculation \.jq would require first lino strength of 250 aircraft. But
the --.ir oefcnce system in the U.K. is prob2.bly the strcngc-st and raost highly
organised in the 'world. 

and ground facilities of all kinds

25.

Full R.D.F. and Observer Corps facilities, ro'infcrcing
'  Ji-re available for defence, c'.nd the wa.rning

Ovoruoro, the U.K. is like asystem properly co-ordinated and effective,
bastion, and on account of tins ana space cc-nsidGrrblei fighter forces may be
deployed at o'-luost any point and in almost any diro^ction to raoc-t and to match
the scale of attack. In Burma, however, there aro great distances to contend
vjith and warning system will, at best, be inadequate.

Outlying points like iJouliaoin, Lashio, and isolated bomber st;.tions like
while frontier p.'Osts such as Tt.vcy

and ktergui 'will require fighter support in o.ccorde.nce with the situation.

Furthermore, the country is such, and the nature of sir war such, that
iigntcr action ...ill prove the most valuable contribution v;o can make to the
advance of cur ground forces - or .alternatively, to .aid the Army in bringing
th.e enomy scale of land attacl: to rest by the attack of the enemy first line
aircraft lines of comnainication, and troops.

T/e can accc-pt, hofiiever, a reduction in fighter strength for two

(a) 'Fe can prob.ably keep ahead cf Japan in fighter performance and fire
power. are superior to them .at present in both with tha
Hurricane II3 and tho P.40, but not -with the Buffalo,

(b) There is only on.' London in Burma - R'rqoon.

26.

Heho and ffemsang also roquire- protections

27.

28.
res-Bons s -

.4? .fS.^.£I.lg-ji,Bd, thereforo, that to provide .against these reauirc-ments a
minimum foree_pf_22^first, line fighters will be necessary, i^e, 14- Fighter
Squadrons at 16 I.E.

29. Initial Deploynent; This force would provide on initial deployment

0"- Bassein - for the protection of shipping
coming round the Bassein Peninsular, so situated that it c.an reinforce
the .air battle over R-angoon if necess-ary.

(a) One Squadron in Sector
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(b) Six squadrcnp for th': ii.a^ediate defence of Rj.ngoon, one in
Scctor "A" 5 one in Sector "B" and tv;o in Sectors "C" and "D"»

(c) T'./c squadrons for Sector "Z" o.s a gcnsrsl reserve and for night
fighting.

(d) For the defence of Ivloulmein, one squadron which can also take part
in the air battle on account of its position on the avenue of
approach.

(e) For the defence of Toungoo, two squadrcins dll be r&qidred in
Sector "F" and for the ^dfenca of the reiru ining bomber stations
to the North, one in Sector "H" and one in Sector "J".

30. Tho force would be a.c.bile and capcO.ble of mutual roinforcenent between

sectors. Thus, if the scale of attack developed towards the North to knockout
our bombers, Sectors F, G, and H co'dc be reinforced at will; if on Rangoon,
12 squadrons could be concentrated.

31.

trained for night flying, baend in Ran/'oon area,
started night bombing.

Rangoon and the necessity to provide reasonable L-ec-irity from, night bombing
attack, it is considerod that a provision of two squ::.drons for this area is by
no moans an over-insurance.

As noted above, the 14- Fighter Sqqadron basis would provide two squadrons
The enemy have already

On accou.nt of the restricted are-a of the base at

32. It is therefore reccrimended that the present progr-arjne of six fighter
squadrons should be increased to 14 Fighter Sciuadrons on tho highest priority,
and that the lo.sh-up fi.ghter sector orgo.nioaticn shown on Flap I should be
preceoded v.'ith at once.

Fighter Types;q 0 There are in view -

(a) 3 Hurricane IIB Squadrons,
(ta) 1 Buffalo Squadron already here, *
(c) 1 A.V.G. Squadron P.40

* To remain superior in equipment to Japan in the irtmediate future, nothing vjith
a lower performance than the P.40 shcu'ld be employed, and No.67 Squadron should
therefore be rearmed.

34. Requirenent; Tks 14 Fighter Squadrons required should, it is recommended
c ompr a s e

Already for or in Burma
For day combat

5 Squadrons
1 additional A.V.G. Squadro.n
6 additional Hurricane or P.40

Squadrons.
For day-cun-night combat 2 Hv’rricar.e or Beaufighter

Squadrons.
Total: 14 Squadrons

ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUN DEFENCE.

35. The number of long range Anti-Aircraft guns end Bofors necessary for tho
defence of vital points, both Service and Civil, is at present under review.
As regards the defence of air bases, since they are oxtused and since fighter
protection must inevitably bo slight particularly towards the il.'rti', they
must be w'sll defended from low flying attack. Dispersion in pens, though
useful, docs not provide adequate security because the enemy have adopted a
policy of low flying attack by fighter aircraft agriinst our first line fighters
and bombers wherever they c.':.n be found within range. Tho enemy fighters have
an effective rt'.nge of some 900 miles (with long range tanks), nnd therefore
A.A. defence on aerodromes must be prepared at all times to deal with enemy
fighter attacks which ma.y slip through the air defence system. Two 3,7's,
eight Bofors, and 32 Li.'lit Automatics will be necessary on each occupied
aerodrome.

36, A list of aerodromes on long term policy is attached, marked Appendix G,
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and from this it i/ill be noted we shall evcntua.lly require protection on this
scale for 18 aerodromes,

on a 15-squadron basis.
TV is allows for expansion beyond the present programme

37. G.C.I. SETS. The situation regarding the provision of R.D.F. cover for the
air defence system will require careful study. In thr, inea,ntiEie it nay be taken
that at least six G.C.I. sets will be necessary, together with a number of C.H.
and G.H.L. Stations to provide adequate warning for the fightcjr organisation.

38. OBSERVER CORPS.

lines of telephone oommunicaticn.

telephone requirements; a copy of this is attached (Appendix B).
requirements uncer this head are 1,060 miles of telephone comnunication, 103
instruments, and 100 Observer Corps personnel who speak English. Additionally,
at least 15 V//T. sets will be required for co vering gaps in the system.

Tl-ic Observer Corps syste in the country runs along the
A review has been made of our immediate

Imnsdiato

39. NIGHT DEFENCE. T.'f; atmosphere inB rn:. is exceptionally clear during the
moonlight period. TVcrc is no industrial haze over the vital points in Rangoon.
Fog is sometimes prevalent but the incidence of this is slight, except in
February when visibility on some six nights might interfere with operations.
During the monsoon period of Juvi-.-October night operations, both bomber and
fighter, -will be much restricted on both sides. As regards Night Defence there
are two problems of immediate importance

() The Night Defence of RanKOon;
the Pegu River and R. n,
and to the Ncrib

Rangoon is situated on a broad estuary where
n River bifurcate. To the Wort there is a large marsh

lake. Those show up clearly on moonlight nights and from
their position Rangoon can be found with great ease. The city is comparatively
small and inclucles#the vital dock area, through which the majority of
reinforcements and supplies must pass to maintain the forces based in Burmei.,
Additionally, the Oil Refineries and L".
to the South close to the river.

allations at Syrian and Thilawa lie
Rangoon is therefore a first-cla,ss bottle

neck. From the night bombing point of view it is most favourable target.
If we continue to deny the enemy the ability to bomb by day, a heavy scale of
night bombing on R n-vocn raust inevitably develop,
restricted an area cannot be exaggerated,
are therefore necessary.

From paragraph 31 it will be noted that 2 Night Fighter Squadrons are
recommenciGci for the night defence
that these are Beaufighter A.I

established for them in the R r. '.a.r. area as quickly
impracticable to fulfil this reconmiendation for policy reasons, the two Night
Fighter Squadrons should be H-rricane type "Cmsleye" and will require
illuxiination to enable then to be effective. In this event a. searchlight
layout would be necessary in Sectors A, B, and C. Requirements under this head
are in process of being worked out and recommendations will bo made in the
iirrediate future.

Ci,

The effect of this in so

Urgent steps to meet this situation

of R: K ;’.'on and vicinity. It is recommended

SquiTi-ircns and that G.C.I, control should be

possible. If it in

A strong A,A, defence is therefore, for the reasons set out
above, essential.

(b) Dpfence of Shipping from moonlight torpedo and bombing attack. The
possibility of a moonlight torpedo and bombing attack on our convoys rounding
the B'.-.sscin Peninsular cannot be disregarded. No ri^-.hter action that we can
take at night will prevent this, ^
by escort vessels and A.h. weapons,
flown from ships convoy.

The convoy must therefore be well protected
,  while a number of balloons should be

BALLOONS.

Balloon protection for the base of Run ,oon and two Oil Refineries noted
above, and for ships lying in the R n .con estuary, is an essential requirement -
particularly for the monsoon period,
made and two squadrons of 45 balloons are
eventually by local enlistment.

40.

A review of the requirements has been
necessary. Ti-cs:. should be manned

COUNTER OFFENSIVE - Bv-nber Action. For the same reason that it would pay
Japan to seize Bu.rr-a, it is to our advantage to hang on at all costs. Aosi.n-ing
the worst case,

J.p n, v\/ith the aim of crushing her,
were able vi'ith her air force and naval action to seize and sustain a considerable

it is only in this way that the offensive action against
can bo achieved. If, for example, J .n■f
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force in the Ifclaya Peninsular, the Dutch Er.s;t Ir^'Ucc:-, Borneo, the Celebes,
and the PJ-illipine Group, she would be in a strong position to deny us serious
interference with her sea comnunications and btises between Japan and her new
island E:"'ire. To do this she v/ould rely on the bomber and the torpedo bomber.

42, Thus, by bomber action operating from air bases secured by fighters, and
by the use of light nfaval forces and carriers, she would be in a strong position
as regards isolating herself from interference - since interference must com.e

by sea. In ■ situation of this kind, all we could hope to do -would be to launch
our offensive either from Northorn kv.-tr lie. or from Bur.- ia, If '..a launch it

from North; rn Australia - a situation in terms of communications and provision
of requirements that is formidable - ve would have to push forvjard our air
attack and thereunder attempt to roll up the Dutch Eo.st In-ir.s oy the reverse
action that J pan, in her relatively strong position, v/as able to inflict on
us. But V., ;. ehculo. be operating on exterior lines. A very different situation
from the J I’anccr operations carried on interior lines of sea and air
comnunications.

‘t unlikely, therefore, that the blow must be struck from Bur43.

rnd that bomber counter offensive action Y;ill play an important role in the
combined plan.

It is

44, Bombers based in Burma are able to oper'.te in the Gulf of Sian and on the

Japanese - lines.of railway coiar-iunication from Saigon running down through
Bangkok into B/hlaya. Strong offensive action against railway transportation
and enemy shipping' plying between Bangkok and B/Ialaya would favour our situation

in fclaya. Apart from the material loss inflicted, it would force the enemy
to provide short range fighter protection for some 400 miles. Like Rangoon,
Bangkok is a main centre of distribution, and indeed the base for operations
against Burma. Vigfrous bombing action to "Covontry" Bangkok is therefore
desirable as an immediate measure. Since fighter support for our bombers

operating in the Gulf of Siam is necessary to allov; effective bombing operations
to take place, and because short range fighter a.ction is the most effective

form of action against enemy rail transport, it is clearly desirable that we
should hold on to Mergui and Tavoy as long as possible, but particularly Tavoy.

Pressure against the Japaneselines
of communication running southwards by sea and land through the Gulf of Siam pays
a limited dividend only in the theatre of operations. Offensive action

against Japan herself or her sea ccru..iunications and bases in the Formosa area

would have an immediate effect on the whole campaign. A harassing scale of
attack, however slight, would tie down short range fighters so necessary for
the successful conduct of her campaign in the Archipelago, and so weaken her at
the periphery of her effort, A vital point in Formosa should be subjected,
therefore to daylight air operations based in China, as soon as ever this can be
done.

45. ATTACK against JAP^.N & FORMOSA,

I

46. Similarly, V7o should attempt at an early stage in the campaign to
exert air pressure on Japan herself. ¥e have no information regarding the
value of air action on the Japanese. The Japanese workman may be more
bomb-proof than our people at home, but it is bery unlikely that this is so -
especially as portions of her cities are self-destroying if attacked by
incendiary bombs. It is more probable that air action taken against - for
example - the Japanese aircraft factories a.t Laroya, which provides half her
total production, would cause an important and possibly immedia.te drop in
production; while were it possible to continue a desultory and harassing seal
of attack important results may be expected here and elsewhere in Japan,
Japan is a comparatively small island and her opportunity for the dispersal of
protection of industry of all kinds from ai.r attack is obviously a difficult
one.

On Map II, the spheres of counter offemsive bombing action are narked.47.

Area b shovi/s the effective range of medium and heavy bombers towards the south,
and Area 2 similar ranges towards Japan. It should be noted that arrangements
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have already bean made in the "Tulip" plan for maintaining bombers operating from
Chinese air bases, and vi/hen bombers are available there would be nothing to
prevent us from carrying out attacks on the Japanese shipping in the Formosa
Straits and against Formosa. Until, however, it was possible to provide proper
fighter protection for aerodromes in Tulip Area "B" sustained bomber operations
would be unwise. Henco, sudden sporadic attacks against these objectives are
inevitable until air bases in Tulip Area "B" are more secure from air attack.

48. COUNTER INVASION, As noted elsewhere, we must be prepared to defeat by
bombing action (as a primary means) a sea-borne expedition aga,inst Burma, If
the scale of attack v;ere, say, 50-80 transports with a supporting naval force,
a force of 7 bomber squadrons and 2 torpedo bomber squadrons would not be an

Bomber action against the port of embarkation would be

Fighter support for air action would be provided from our 14
One Hudson Squadron for overseas reconnaissance v;ould also be

The two Torpedo Bomber squadrons need not be based in Burma but
rrive in Burma in seven days. Action against enemy

over-insurrance.

essential.

squadrons.

necessary.
should be available to CL

convoys is also necessary.

49. DIRECT SUPPORT.

to enable limited offensive operations to be taken by the Army, and fighter
protection to cover such operations, is required. Beth these tasks in the North
and the South can be carried out from our bases in Burma, and with the air
forces available in the country on a basis of 14 fighter squadrons and 7
bomber squadrons wo can meet this,

being necessary, additional squadrons would probably be required.

50. BOtlBER STRENGTH,

two Y/ellingtcn Squadrons and 4 Blenheim Squadrons from the Middle East, and
No,60 Squadron. With this force bombing operations will be only limited by the
scale of effort tha.t can be developed by this force. Operating from a secure
base in Burma, they should be able to carry out effective action, both by day
and night, against the Japanese base at Thailand  - Bangkok - and against the
Japanese land and sea communications running down the Eastern side of the

Malayan Peninsular. It would also be practicable, oven with so small a force,
to undertake occasionally harassing attacks on Formosa based on an aerodrome
in Tulip Area "B".

Direct bombing sup. ert for the Army defence of Burma and

In the event of a major offensive action

The present Burma programno for bombers is 7 squadrons, -

51. As noted above, bombers based in Burma are in  a strategically favourable
position to operate to the S.E. against Japanese land and sea coimunications,
and to the N.E. through China against Formosa and Japan. In consequence, the
aerodrome facilities are being built up to enable us to operate such bomber
squadrons as the Comnander-in-Ghief places at our disposal from British and
American resources.

52.

will be necessary, especially in the monsoon.

NAVIGATIONAL FACILITIES. Full navigational and night flying facilities
A revievi/ is in prepara.tion.

53. ARMY CO-OPERATION.

considered adequate,
on their present equipment.

The two Army co-operation squadrons now arriving are
They require to be rearmed vi/ith Temahawks and cannot fight

54. SlgNaLS REQUIREMENT. A signals plan v;ill .be necessary. This is being
prepared and recommendations will be made.

55. ^SONNAISSANCE.
provide for requirements.

A P.R.U unit of 2 Mosquitoes, 2 Hurricane II*s, will

56. INTERC OMITNIC AT ION. A ComrnunicEiticn flight of 3 twin heavy aircraft
(D.C.2 and Lockheed) and 4 light aircraft is necessary for intercommunication
work for the Army, Air and Navy services.

To summarize!-

57. Japanese strategy will prcbtxbly result in the attempt to establish herself
in the Phillipines, Malaya, and the island archipelago of the Dutch East Indies,
and having seized these, attempt to secure by air a.ction and limited naval

action her lines of coraiuunication botvjeen Japan and her nevi/ly captured island
empire. By offensive air o.ction, ba.sed on these islands, to the south towards

Australia, and towards the In.^ian Ocean, she will attempt to deny our ability
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successfully to launch expeditions which would result in her collapse. To make
this effective she must at all costs seize Burma, and so bring the Chinese
incident to a close, thus denying us territory in China whereas cur bombers
might operate against her sea commuhications, and indeed Jap-en herself. Were
she unable to do this, she must see her defofit as inevitable.

58. In consequence, Burniva, and the Nicobar and the Andaman Islands must be
held at all costs, first as our bastion for the defence of India and for the
defence of cur sea corimunications to Burma and in the Indian Ocean, which carry
so much trade for the war potential to the U.K. Secondly, as the only
reasonably secure base from which major operations against Japan and nevi/ly
seized territories can be directed.

59. Since effective air action heralds the success of combined operations
in this Vi/ido theatre of oporations, we must at all costs defend R ngoon and
our air bases and Army and Ncaval organisation in the country from the
destructive bombing attack that would paralyse our defences and destroy our
ability to niEiintain fighting efficiency. Under this head the following air
defence requirements are essential before attack in force on Burma develops.

The follovi^ing requirements are urgently necessaryAIR DEFENCE.

(a) An additional 9 Fighter Squadrons - British or American,
be Beaufighter Squadrons.

Two should

(b) Further 3.7's and Bofors.

io) If Beaufighters with A.I. are not available, a searchlight layout
for the defence of Rangoon.

(d) A P.R.U. unit of 2 Mosquitoes and 2 Hurricane II’s.

(e) B'lore R.D.F., G.C.I. and Observer posts to strengthen the warning
system. 15 W/T sets for gaps also required.

Two Balloon Squadrons for R-.,ngoon.(f)

(g) Signals plan and requirements therefrom met urgently.

BOMBER FORGE.

(a) An increase beyond 7 Bomber Squadrons if vigorous action against
Japoin from China bases is projected.

(b) Two Torpedo Bomber Sque.drons for a.nti-invasion to be at 7 days'
call for Burma.

(c) One Hudstin Squadron for overseas reconnaissance.

(d) Development of air facilities in Burma and China.

(e) Navigational and night flying facilities wilj. have to be provided.

INTERCOBRUNICATION.

A comnunicaticn flight of one D,C.2 and t’wo Lockheeds, and four light
aircraft.

ARkfY C0-0PERi.TI0N.

No.l and 26 Squadrons to be rearmed with Tomahawks,

(Signed) D. F, Stevenson

Air Vice-Marshal,
Air Officer Commanding,
ROYAL AIR FORCE, BURkiA.Rangoon, 14th January, 1942,

Appendices not attached.)(N.B.
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ffintro.rii:
FromI- Nfl!j:*group.

To ; Abdair (R) Air Mirtietry, Whitehall (R) A.H.Q. India.

18/2A. 787

Itli seen Hutton's 0.749 of to-day's date in which he explains
probable he

holding situation River Sittang position might be
p  etrated and evacuation of Rangoon become an iminent possibility,
.heee circumstances my appreciation of air situation in Burm is as follows (.)

In

Hurricane one A.V.G. fighter 1-^ Blenheim i
Ly^ander and one Q.R. Flight (.) Reinforcements Lpected to

rrive in todiate future are Hurricanes to complete up to four Squadrons
Fast do III I T Hurricane Squadrons ex MddleFast (30 and 261) Blenheims for remainder of 45 Squadron and to equip 60
Squadron giving total of three light bomber SquadronsC) Pack ups and
equipment of two Wellington Squadrons (.)

ind spten weak with loss of telephone line running down Tenasserimand East of River Sittang coupled with effect of situation on observer posts
reliance on Observer Corps warning to the East of Rangoon ( .)One R.D.F. Station in action Rangoon ( .) Range at night satisfactory but for

technical reasons in day time 35 miles maximum {.) One R.D.F. now en route
Rangoon area there is no effective warning for airfields

at Toungoo Heho Namsang or Lashio until arrival of w/T. screen ex Basra in
say four weeks' time located in Valley of Salween from Takaw to Papun (.)
Noted that this runs close to frontier in jungle territory across avenue of
expected operations (.) Advised R.D.F. in Sittang Valley though Toungoo
jnsatisfactory on account of reflections of mountain ranges (.) In
Irrawaddy Valley something can be done with R.D.F. and as long as Rangoon
Holds telegraph plots from Sittang Valley are received Magwe via Rangoon -
northerly portion via Ifendalay (.) In consequence oree Rangoon area is
evacuated there is no security for first line aircraft except at Magwe and
Akyab ( .) Toungoo Heho Namsang Lashio with their satellites are open to Ion?
range fighter attack without warning (.) &

(4) Whilst adequate stocks of petrol and oil exist at all airfields i
and at depot near Mandalay there are only sufficient bombs for ten days
effort^present force (.) Two months reserves ammunition (.) In view of
•iutton s appreciation decision now required as regards employment and
possible movements of air force in Burma (.) Main lesson from this theatre
.0 far seems the elimnation of American Air Force in Phillipines and loss of
xirst line aircraft in l&layan campaign and in the Dutch East Indies due to
•ighters and bombers operating without adequate warning (.)

in North

(5) As reprds security of sea communications with Singapore gone it is
practicable for an expedition to approach Rangoon under fighter
oases at Mergui and Tavoy (.) There are no long range fighting tanks
available for Hurricanes and therefore attacking light bombers must be
unescorted (.) This would reduce effectiveness of attack on convoy if

Squadrons referred to in
A.418 18/1 are now a necessary reinforcement in view of armoured ship
transport (.) Furthermore fighter defence of convoys for bomber attack
cased on Tenasserim coast would be serious drain in Hurricane defence of
Rangoon (.)

cover fr

ou

om

r

There are three courses event of fall of Rangoon (.) Firstly to remain
with Army during its move North towards China (.) In these circumstances
It would be a wasting force since maintenance which can only be effective
through Rangoon would be difficult if not impossible (.) In event of
reasonable scale of enemy attack heavy wastage for small returns are
inevitable (.) Secondly when Rangoon is closely threatened to commence
moving personnel and units to India (.) There are 2,000 personnel in
Rangoon area and 1,000 plus up country (.) These would be evacuated o
.:.ea at last stage remainder by air via lifegwe and Akyab to Calcutta (.)

some by

(1)
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Would fly out aircraft and support of Army could be maintained to the last
moment from Magwe and Akyab (,) R.D.F, Station at Akyab could be v/ithdrawn
at an early stage for defence of Calcutta and fighter defence and bomber
counter offensive based in the North East provinces or elsev/here for the
defence of India (.) Reinforcements directed to Burma would then build up
behind the force in India (.) Thirdly to withdraw bulk of force to India
leaving a mixed V/ing of one Hurricane Squadron and one Blenheim Flight and
one A.C. Flight (.) Except for bombs which might be flown in later or
foreign stocks adapted facilities exist to operate this force based
eventually behind the Chinese warning system say Kunming (.) Effect would
be satisfactory as regards China and some support though desultory v/ould be
available for cur troops (.) Maintenance would have to be by air until
northern road from Assam is completed (,) Request immediate instructions of
coiirse to be pursued and a free hand to move ay units in accordance with my
directif =====

T.0.0. 1710/18.
EMERGENCY OPS.

(2)
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From:- A.O.C. Norgroup

ABDAIR (r) A.H.Q. India (r) Air Ministry TOiitehall

20/2A.801

To

At Government House meeting this morning between Governor Hutton and self

G.OcG. stated first he had instructed G.O.C. 17 Div to fall back on Sittang

with Div. H.Q. vicinity Pegu (.) Second, danger of complete collapse now

present as frontier force and burif were not fighting well and armed police

deserted without warning (.) Troops very tired (.) Third, that therefore

if the enemy rush us they v/ould probably be successful and our defence might

break quickly (.) Therefore decided to accept Armoured Brigade and

Cameronians with Pioneer Battalion and turn round remainder of eronvoy due to

arrive to-morrow (.) But Hutton's advice was that without solid infantry

backing the Armoured Brigade could not be expected to do more than

temporarily stabalize the situation (.) Since air base in Burma now under

direct threat v/ith limited warning only at Rangoon and H^lagvje left H.E. and

Hutton agreed that only course open to R.A.F. Burma is establish base

landing grounds in India operation landing grounds Akyab and Magwe with

advanced landing grounds in Rangoon area to provide what fighter and

bomber support can be given (.) Failing immediate instructions am putting

this plan into action commencing to-day ( .) Am evacuating as much by sea as

possible remainder by air via Magvi/e Akyab (.) Plan allows for switching from

Ifegwe to Northern Burma and China a mixed Wing if necessary - my A.787 18/2

third course refers (.) Telegram India follows ( .)

T.0.0. 0455/20.
EMRGENCY OPS.
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Tos- Norgroup

Froci:- A.H.Q. India

19/2/\.«0 fC *1.1.3

Your A,753 15/2 (,) For Stevenson from Playfair (.)

Pending decision A3DAC0M about viithdrawal of your force if

necessity arises have prepared plan to v/ithdraw on India (,)

Vachell brings plan 23/2 from Dinjan via Lashio (.} Hopes

leave again 25/2 (.)
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LIST OF RECOM.;J:nDATIONS for honours and AiimRDS

•- BURMA CAMPAIGN -

UnitName Rank Reconmendation

American Volunteer Group

1. Bond, C.R. Junior Fit, Ldr. D.F.G.

2. Little, R. L. Flight Leader D.F.C.

3. Fox, H.E, Line Chief O.B.E.

4, Nev^kirk, J.V. Squadron Leader D.F.G.

5, Neale, R.H. Squadron Leader D.F.G.

6. Lawlor, F.L. Wing Man D.F.C.

Royal Air Force

A/A/Cdre.

A/c/Capt.

W/Cdr.

A/W/Cdr,

A/"/Cdr.

A/W/Cdr.

S/Ldr.

1, Perry-Keene, A.L.A H.Q. NorgroupG .B .E.

X" Wing, Akwing2. Singer, N. 0 .B .E.

H.Q. Norgroup3. Turl, C, O.B.E.

4. Barnes, J.K. M.B.E. R.A.F. Burma

113 Squadron5. Grey, J.F. M.C.

H.Q. Norgroup, H.Q. Burwing6. Spencer, L.D. O.B .E,

17 Squadron7. Stone, C.A.C. Bar to

D.F.C

a/s/Ldr.

A/S/Ldr.

A/S/Ldr.

A/Sgt.(88956)

A/F/Lt.

H.Q. BurwingM.B.E.8, Andrews, H.L.

135 SquadronD.F.C.9. Storey, V/.J.

135 SquadronD.F.C.10. Sutton, F.B.

H.Q. BurwingB.E.M.11, Suddes

17 SquadronD.F.C.

(since avirarded)
12. Cotton, M.C.

A/F/Lt.

F/Lt.

517 A.M.E.S.M.B.E.13. Croft, M.P.

H.Q. NorgroupM.B ,E.14. Bushell, A.H.

H.Q. NorgroupLt.-Col. R .E. O.B.E.15. Blunt, D.S.

Temp. W/O,

Sgt. (84728)

Sgt. (67788)

60 SquadronM.B .E.16. Hill, V.E.

135 SquadronM.B.E.17. Cummins,

D.F.M.

(since awarded)
18. Barrick, J.F.

Cpl. (645150)

Cpl. (812196)

Cpl. (567962)

H.Q. BurwingB.E.M.19, Outran!

H.Q. NorgroupB.iii.M.20. Pain. F.W,

B.E.M. H.Q. Norgroup21. Hole, T.E,

(1)



LIST_0F KSCOMSINDATIONS FOR HONOURS AMD A’JARDS
(continued)

Nane Rank Recommendation Unit

1. Seton Broughall, H. o/Capt.

VCdr.

W/Cdr.

W/Cdr.

A/W/Cdr.

W/Cdr.

S/Ldr,

S/Ldr.

F/Lt.

F/Lt.

F/Lt. ■

F/Lt,

f/o.

F/O.

f/o.

f/o.

F/o.

Gapt. I.A.

Sgt. (543540)

L.A.C. (959369)

A.C. (1084381)

A.C. (912373)

2. Wallis, C.B.

3. Milv/ard R.A,

4. Pennington Legh

5, Manton, R.J.

6. Hill, A.E.

7. Brandt, J„

8. Majumdar

9. ’;ifh0en5 E.R,

Mention O.C. 267 Wing & Burwing

Mention 45 Squadron

Mention 67 Squadron

Mention R.A.F. Station, Mingaladon

Mention H.Q. Norgroup

Mention H.Q. Norgroup

D.F.C. 67 Squadron

I.D.F.C. No. 1 Squadron, I.A.F.

Blent ion H.Q, Burv/ing

10, Jenkins, L.R. Mention H.Q. Norgroup & Burwing

11. Gill, L.WoG. Blent ion H.Q. Bunving

12. Smith, N.A. Mention H.Q. Burwing

13. Farrington, J.S. Mention H.Q. Burwing

14. Wisdom, F.H. Mention R.A.F. Station, Mingaladon

15. Cox, R.E. Mention H.Q. Norgroup

16. Cole, R.D. Mention O.C. R.A.F. Lashio

17. Davis, L.S. B/fention O.C. R.A.F. Tavoy

18. O'Malley, P.D. Mention H.Q. Norgroup & Bur^/ing

19, Toegood, T.C. Mention

20. Powell, A.A. Mention H.Q. Norgroup

21. Wickham, H. Blent ion H.Q. Norgroup

22. Austin, F.J. Mention H.Q. Norgroup

23. Scott, G.M. Col. Mention P. & T.

24. Scott, C B..Tr. Mention Forests

25. Kane, B.F. Ijajor Mention P. & T.

26. Boldy, T.D.

27. Cherry (deceased)

B.Ir. Blent ion P.W.D.

Bit. Mention P.W.D.
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