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South East Asia Command

J9^*

■*• ..? ’

I

Bar^rence:-
Crin«C/l44

Sir,

I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of

a letter I have received from His Excellency Field
the Bight Honourable the Viscount Wavell,
G.C.S.I

P.C., G.C

G.C.I^E.,

Marshal

.B

C-M.G,, M.C., covering his last Despatch
This letter is being sent

• 1

as CoBunander-ln-Chief in India.

• >

for record purposes.

I have the honour to be,
Sir

Your obedient Servant,

J

4 ..

I

Air Chief Marshal,
Allied Air Commander-in-Chief,

South East Asia Command.
I
I

IThe Under Secretary of State for Air.
Air Ministry, *
Whitehall,
LQHDOH. S.W.i. To I ]
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COPY

The Vl*eroy*s House,
New Delhi,

. 6th July 1944.

■y dear Rl<diard,
Herewith a personal copy of my last Despatch

operations from India during the first six months

on

of

idjen I gave up command. *last year, up to the time
We had about 18 months

a difficult stage of the
back with pleasure to

grateful to you for all the

Those were lean times, but 1 think

cooper

our associat

ation together at

»ar, and 1 shall always look
ion, and I am most

support you always gave
on the whole we did

It we could with the little we had.

me *

s

the best that

Yours

•  9

■

(signed)
s.

WAVELL

*■

Air Chief Marshal
Sir Richard Pelrse, KCB, DSO, afc.
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D 1 8 P A T C »
Ca.. .'.—y-— ^ '*

0 1 A I B

Slat Jim« to 15th Vorenber, 1943.
OPERA TIOHS

orrie# ^

b«c*=t L/t •-r Or ■

BI |AIR CaiEP MARfiHAT.

or 8IB BIGHABD , R.C, PEIRBE, K.C.B

larahal

D•» .S.O., A.F.C.
CfBHR&nd OJ tr-: Ai j*
T ■. t — r^*

IITRODUCTIOB
thi 3<^•1

Jb0 folliwlng la mr report on the operation and
der^opMnt a€ the Alp Porcea In India during the period
Slat Jx to 15th loTenber At the begin, 1943. ning of this

period Bis Excellency Field Marshal Sir Archibald WaveU
saeoeaded as C«Bandap-ln-Chlef, India by General Sir Claude
Auehlnleek.

was

At the Old of the period Adrlral Lord Louis
Hovitbatten aa Sup

offmalTe derations against the Japanese from this
^•^^3 end the Boyal Air Force under

e Allied CoBaander assumed responsibil

ay conmand was transf

ity

erred

fro« the India CoHand to that of South East Asia, with the title
of Air CoHUDd, South East Asia.

Bm Hon) was already beginning by 21st June, and

i operatliBis oere to ae extent limited until the beginning of
Oot<*er. ^tha role of the Amy in Eastern India became primarily
defenelwe ktU the beginning of the present campaigning season.

and in e«isequ«ice the need for intensive air operations
cerreepeDdlngly diminished. ■cne the less throughout the

over the Bay of

the Arabian Sea in all conditions of weather.

monsoon

oteratlona ocntinaed in Kastem India and
Bengal

The moosoan months

for the development and expansion of the

Soldi Is the Importaaee of this work in its relation
operati

were sedulously used
resources

and to the preparation of India

 for training and
of the Conmand.

to future

as a base that Part
53a
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of till* de^tA has b^n written

tkat ewery phase of
at sane length, in order

OBT progress way be adequately recorded.

At Ippendlx I is shown the more senior Air Force

names of theand Staff appolntawats In India with the
Officers holding thaw. La June, Air Marshal Sir Ouy Qarrod

D^mty Air Officer Coowandlng-ln-Chlef in place of Air

Marshal Sir Jotm Baldwin, who rererted to special duty,
original IntenUon was that Air Marshal Baldwin should

The

ae assume

Cowwand of the Air Force component of the

Bzpedltlonary Force.

newly—formed Indian

It transpired, however, that the formaticm
of this Force was not an adequate solution of the strategical

problems Involved In the reconquest of Burma, and the Force was
therefore reduced In slae and designated for a less Important
assault role. Air CoBUBodore F.J.W was to c

ireb

. Mellersh ommand it

ler some assault units were formed and trained,

tile Expeditionary

Assault Wing were disbanded.

Sis
and during the

leq
(to the formation of South East Asia (tomnand both
Force Headquarters and the R.A.F.

3 vs

3iiA

Air Marshal Baldwin remained on special dutiesJoU

throughout the period, fulfilling a very useful function by touring
widely In the Csnand and Inspecting and reviewing
Air Force units and dispositions.

our various

At the end of the period

rol

sriJ

Air Marshal Baldwin assumed Comaand in Bengal In place of Air

Vice Marshal I.M. Mllllams, under whose fine leadership
the past year the two composite Giroups of Bengal (^and had

devoloFad Into a formidable and well disciplined fighting
m October Air Tice Marshal A.C. (tolller, under whose energetic
adulnlatrutlon this Command had expanded twentyfold

^rlng of 1942, was posted back to the Dhlted Kingdom
D^>uty Air (tffloer (tommandlng-ln-<atlef of the

Hla place as Air Officer In charge of Administration
by Air Vloe Marshal R.T. Qoddard.

during

force

since the

to became

new Transport Cksn

Ml

lo

i
qo

.

ri
oc

:»b

mand.

was taken

fw

oo

la

ra

ol

r
lo

534



i

- 8 -
T

” : f - 44

part 0 I bUnf

Ir;

G 1 I E R A L.fO: •
w.D

4

0
Effect1.

of the

operations.

o‘ Mon soon
d

o n

M

Ehe advent of th« ■aosoon In India haso
a marked

Rot only are operations
ensues from the

«f rtm.1 k , road coMunloatlcns, dlaloaatlon«f .14D.1 and th. floodlnj of alrflalda
doaestle accomodation.

effect en ian4 elp operations,

curtailed, but adninistratl
^^eodluc and breaklac of

dlsorganlsatlcai▼e

, runways and

®»e Japanese almo

D

i •

0

q

entirelysti
dlsoontlaaed airir <^ratlons during the period and withdrew their

Gur policy has been

s

units for training, rest and re-equipment.

•In preparing for the
B

to nse this period" principally
weather campaigns by training
tailing up reserves of supplies’,

folfltaaot Of t„... operation.
ba« !>.«> o«d«ot«l ajalnat th.

•d.lM.t«tt,. and ralnforoa^ant actlntla, during the enforced
«.«««! inll „onld ha dl.loaatad to the extent
possible.

coming dry

re-equlpplng squadrons and byand

Subject however to the

p

I

T

L

’U

r  •

During the period under
Conditions

review, the monsoon varied
In strength conslde^y.i were normal until the
beginning of July, when for
During the remainder of July there

a few days the monsoon was less active.
tiwere three major depressions

two. For the rest

4

over the Bay of Bengal and during August
of the period monsoon conditions were no and for a period

weather

operations occurred

associated with the

mal,
of August reasonably fine

Absolute curtailment of
only during the worst of the weather

of eight days in the middle
was encountered.

t

depressions.

from Um to time all-weather
and throntfioat the period feir-weather

runways were flooded,
atrlps were unusable.

t' 535
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flooding wai^ed^away the most Inportant rail
llnlu between Bengal and the rest of Ihdla

iH tho period when It had been Intended

the forthcoalng eeapalgnlng

at a v

This break

and road

ital time

to build up stocks for

age of

eowmlcatlone also delayed the arrival of reinforcing units.
The seriousness of the breakdown In comraunlcatlons within

season.

Be^al Itself was to some extent alleviated by the improvement
in Internal air services. Belly services were maintained and

Important spares were often delivered to forward

%_ • a

areas by air.

a

IsoUted laalts were often cut off by flooding, and supplies
0

were dropped to them by air.
o

The soon period saw a considerable improvement

In meteorologleal services, and useful information was gainedts

Monsoon conditions areabout conditions over most of Burma.I.

never very bad over Central Burma and it is generally possible

to,locate coanuDlcations targets.
•  ..j

foreeasts^of wM^r over enemy territory are given, night
boobing Is prabtloable over a wide

Provided reliable route

The scale of

•s

w

opentlona obviously decreases; but good results obtained

this yMr Indicate that, provided sufficient radio and visual

area.rt

ti

n

elds to navigation and adeqtuite all-weather airfields

large scale operations can be undertaken even at the

holght of the nonsoon.

are
lo

^  Althoudh the monsoon caused a great strain on

maintMance porsonnel In operational squadrons, the figures

shnm In Appendix II Indicate tint there was no very severe

a

fi
decrease In serrleeeblllty during the worst months,

would be unwise however to deduce from these flgxxres that the

It

»Q

.  monaoon has no affect on serviceability, sAnce so many other

factors are Inwolred. Fighter serviceability never sank

:o

belcai 67$ of the average strength, and, except for one bad
rw

ith (8eptanber)^Bonber serviceability averaged well over 60$.

A grUiitar Effect on serviceability Is had by the rupture of

(MOUmlcaticns due to bad weather, and the number of damaged
alfqraft under ̂ palr with Maintenance Dhlts Increased

b

a

536
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ewespondlngly to the

them from unit to base.

greater length of time taken to transpcrt

T *»r

II. Effect o f G e
® e r a p h y

o n o P e r a t i o n s.

Is separated from India
which stretch almost down
the country l

to the coast.

3 mountainous

by ranges of hills.
In Northern Bur:aa

, and we have been able to keep a

Hertz and
certain amount of military control over the Port

Burma itself is
scored by riv

Suznprabum areas.

<5or*n from the hills

part an agricultural

ers flowing
It Is for the

form as important

most
to the Indian Ocean.

country, and the rivers

railways and roads.as
a means of communication

Hth the exception of certain oilfields mid Isolated
cement or other materials are manufactured,

are few really good targets for strategic bombing,
greater part of

factories where
ther

Thus the

our bombing effort ha d

e

s been evoted to attacking

As regards
the enemy’s airfields. ports, and ccminmnlcations.

tactical bombing, since the terrain In the forward
for the most part covered with scrub

areas is

or jungle, the targets

, that were encountered indifferent from those, for example
Western desert and are very hard to f

are

the

ind. Aircraft are in

s indicated to them by

and not generally visible from

general detailed to attack position

pin-points provided by the Army
the air. Pilots most become

c
territory over which they
achieve any degree of

are

success,

ompletely famll.lar with the

operating before they can hope to
fhortov«.«,

I^-han. a3.-&o-fflean-t-4ha^ jI'esult
r_^

are very difficult to estimate.
s

The use of rivers and Inland

transport of si^plles has had

tactical employment of aircraft at our d

waterways for the

a considerable influence on the

isposal. Since

every variety of boat Is to be found from small sampans and country

in length to large 200 feetcraft not more than twenty feet

river steamers, it has been

flutters In an offensive role.
possible to make increasing

Hurricane 2 Cs and Be

use of

aufighters

5Or-

/
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50 with th«lr 20 ■.

th® Btaoflghters with
to C®ntril Burma.

w. cann

fal

on hare proved particularly successful,
their longer range being able to strike

'P

oflr«;:

a f t . F 1 o wAir c r

• r r • c t
and Its

1 O nr overall o n s.

I• 11,

Tl>® msaber of aircraft held under my command has
rl»m from 2453. in June,j

1943^^to 3699 In November,
B»HU» .r. u IPpeudU «o.in,rtUh sho,s not
enoroous Increas® in numbers but also

1

the extent to
1

943.
eo

OTily the
:/3

which
Ob obsoUscent types are being replaced by

Of. M99 alrcroft 1585 .e'r, ,1th flying units, sixty-
more modem aircraft,

seven

the remainder capable
2114 were under repair,

under erection, or in storage, with non-flying units.

P®r cent of thea being serviceable with
r

being repaired at.the unit.

i
Iaq I

B

cl

The most Important of

has been the extensive modernisation
OU

IB

T aircraft reinforcements
’8

of our fighter strength.
Hurricanes have risen from 667 to 106s, and Mohawks are

gradually being entirely replaced.si
The number of Spitfires

to 153, and this has had a most
has increased froa thirteenol

In November

the first time. As

decisive effect on the course of operations,
tbe.new Spitfires w«xt into action for

lb

^9

the,aircraft were not supplied with long range tanks,
operations were confined to

P®rlod they had not

PrwTiously the enosy had been able

our mn territory and dur
a chance,of meeting large enemy a

to carry out reconn

^8 their

Iq ing this
ir forces.tii

>el aissance

and easily Iflights with InpunltF by flying at great heights
ontdlstancing the Hurricanes th^t.tried to intercept,
tht day however th*t the Spltflr^ first arrived in the forward

i*‘rom

98 I

rXB

J

arra they destrayed aU of three high-flying
aircraft that were sent over by the enemy

reconnaissance’

•II

, rtio has not attempted
on the area where the Spitfires have

9
al

a rooonnalssance or a raid1  :
lve

been located slnee that tine..I i

TO

P So* li^ortant was the

sent a porsonal^slgnal to the Chief of Air S
success ofit the Spitfires that I

-- Staff requesting him,
538

n
i
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r
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•» as possible,
for this Inereat* h

to Increase the Spitfire flow. Necessity
i

as been aaply proved by the formidable
■hceosses achieved by Spitfires against large enemy format!

A copy of my

ons

since the end of ttie
signal Is attache^T at

period under review.

Appendix Ho.iy.

<^ther points of interest

that since June the number of Vengeances In the Command has
risen froai 437 to 672

experience of their capabilities in

concerning aircraft ar

and that we have gained considerable
action,

e

r

of^bonblng achieved by this type of aircraft ha
value; and it is

partleilarly against the'type of target
positions in the forward

ts a llaltlag factor, and there has been

Ibe accuracy

s proved Its

a nost useful direct support weapon,

presented by enemy

Its short radius of actiareas i ‘

no fflieounter with

on

enaay fighters to test its fighting qualities,

teething troubles it has proved simple to maintain,
Bfuadron, as an ecample, maintaining an average of fifteen

*ont sixteen I.K. dally serviceable throughout October.

Apart fr

No. 82

om

Two Hallfaxes and two Lancasters have arrived.

These aircraft have been constituted into a special n.ight,
10.1677, deslgnod to test heavy bombers and their special

-equipment uder the conditions prevalent in this theatre of

hlbarators IB.24a) have Increased from twenty to sixty-nine,
and since the end the period of this despatch have proved
thalr value by long range operations such as mine-laying at
■oulaein and Hngoon and the bombing of Bangkok.

w

The

ar.

f *
limited number ct Mitchells (JbC&s) has been emplc^eci
photographic racamalssance duties, but It Is not likely that

this type will be^ employed in any numbers by the H.A.k.
Mosquitoes, too, are being used for long range photographic
reconnaissance, and if their number were to increase would
prove an admirable weapon for long range offensive
and attacks on enemy eoomunlcaticms.

OT'.

reconnaiss

Beaiiflghters also

ance

i* . In
addition to their employment as night fighters, have proved

^Evaluable in the same role, and their number has practically .

■  fw
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abeolescaDt D.C.
2 and 3 Is being replaced by

has risen from twenty-nineMcota, file tmtal number of irtilch
100 mthin «ix nonth..

Ansons are b

to

eing employed increasingly
•nd as cooaunlcations aircraft. Tile

^oor training duties

receives its service

aire Hsed extensively for training

operational training units, has

nmber of Harvards, on ehlch the i.a.P.
flyln# training and which ;

pwrpoeee in squadrons and

deobled.

a' - ■ -1

IT. Squadron Training.

As Is usual in operational units, there has been

difficulty In fitting in the time for flying training,
ease Bengal this difficulty has been

^*!**^* ““ fighter squadrons at a state of constant
readiness,

y r lots,
expensive on aircraft.

.  :■ ;at tr*

»!• V ■

In

accentuated by the n

Moreover monsoon ccmdltlons make flying traini
In spite of these drawbacks

 the

eed

ng

amount of flying has baen possible, and the enforced grounding of
aircraft due to weather made it possible to increase

a certain

the

t of ground training.
■ji

Lack of Liberator trained crews made it necessary

to postpone bringing Mo.159 Squadron (the only Liberator
^  strength, and to direct

squadron

the energies of one

flight antirely to training,

divorced cc^letely from the Squadrcxi and established as 1584
Caavaraion Flight.

This flight was subsequently

It is working satisfactorily , and its
courses terminate In two or three short and medium range ir
<V«ratlanal sorties before aircrews join their operational
squadron.

■os. H, 34, 48, 60, and 113 Blenheim
have been converted to Hurricanes.

squadrons

These SquadrcMis moved

from Bengal to 286 Group for the p\irpose of re-equipping,
the change-over brought out many difficulties,
traiolng facllltlaa, shortage of

Lack of

spare parts, a bad cyclon

and

e,
and the decision to extend the training to fit the squadrons

for a flghtar role as well as that of fighter bombers. 540all
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process of oonvwiion.tlie na»i

^•rios.

to Air firing Training TJhit
r«Morees of Bengal Comiand
Boad.

l»pr^a«ent In the

tola unit bas prored Its

aarksmanahlp of all p

was formed from the

In April and located at Amarda

worth, an Immediate

ilots being

noticeable after they conpleted'^ course,
la ttii past has been 'fhbt

The p

I

rocedure

two pilots froo each squadron have
49 attended eadh

this neent the equivalent of

aircraft being withdrawn from

coorse with their o

a com

wn aircraft. Cumulatively,

plete squadron In pilots

operations at any tme time.
a state of affairs that was admlssable during the monsoon but

»dileh would unduly weaken the fighter force In normal times,

for the A.F.T.TJ.It Is hoped in future to provide aircraft
for all courses. It Is hoped also to provide Harvards for

each Fighter Wing to be used for the dual training of fighter
pilots.

Bxe training of General Reconnaissance squadrons

has suffered considerably because of heavj- dperatlonal

requirements and because most of the Flying Boat and Beaufort

squadTons have snail detached flights located at

distance from their parent units.

a great

This has left insufficient

aircraft for training purposes and is presenting  a serious
problem. It bad been proposed to give each squadron a four

weeks* rest froo operations In idilch to complete its

training; but although this was done In the case of 205 Squadron
(idien Intensive anti-submarine tactical training

out bwth by day and night), it has not been possible to make

similar arrang(

when it will be.

essential

was carried

ts tor other squadrons, nor Is It easy to see

fi
i

I

As is usual In a period of rapid expansion, equipment I

Is scarce, particularly as regards flying and ground training.

Lack rf synthetic training facilities has been a great handicap,
levertheless, by dint of continual Improvisation most units

have carried out satisfactory training and on the wholejjitandard
within Ihe Command Is good. This Is particularly the case

O

541

f

/
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P/S.l.A.v ^ ” “

POsalM,, during those

'°!2S*”*? ® ■'“•oo of ootnlniig
lOttl ff.S.A.A.P.

with

be cancelled, to
. 4

operational efficiency

a

.

€-

It would be

e«ulderabU-l«,rease
Hr. IWce In thlt
*»*w» h0m loeatoA
Hth. Air Hwadqunwtwrs.

a
the

at Delhi

ppropriate at the outset to
la the atrlking

theatre. Headquarters of the
power of th

comment on

e U.S.A.

10th U.S.A.A.P.•I
, and have nalntalned
Bengal Command and Eastern

complete liaison

Army Command
I
I

hare rwulned side hr aide
lf.8;>A.A.Po sanior staff Off

and kept In constant touch with

icers In Eastern
^  been e*^od co-ordination of elr <vwratlons

India. There has

the twobetween
A.A.F. attacked distantforees. .i in general, the 10th U.S.

objectlwes ower Burma by day;
b, night, ..d K.1.7. ,ignt„3

of “>0 forward alrfUlds by day.

R.A.P. medium and heavy bombers
i

I

I

n

i.H. The gronth of the lOth U.S
foHoarlng table:-

A.A.F. is shown in the• *

AiBCBArr
Typi 20th JIWE 1Q4.-^

ASSIGirt;D RKADY FOR
COMBAT

151H NOVEMBER, iQn-^
ASSIGNED READY EOR

COMBAT.
HSA7T BMBER

_

MEDIUM BOMBER
-

PIGHTBR BOMBER
- A-36;

P-51;
PIGBTER

P-40
P-58

I

47 36 58 51

47 38 55 40

30 24

fi22 20

76 67 00 62
B 8PHOTO

F-4, P-5
B-25

12 5 9 33 3 3 2

V 185 149 265 210

7»-

The introduction of Must^gs (A. 36s
augment our attacks <wi enemy ‘eomiunlcatlons
Is pertleolarlj notloeaole.

avi! The fighter streng

and P.51s) to

in forward positions
the 10thth of a

I

542 I
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U.8.I.A.P.

MUIA, of A««a»
been empl^jred tor

protect the American controlled

da7 bOTibers andand on occasions to escortI

««PPly droppin, aircraft. *broughout this period the>

I*Mlla-China air supply route has been

^®"“afe being transported
airfields in Assam and thence by air t

developed, a large

by land as far as the terminal

o Kunming.

The American Order of Battle at

shoam at i^)pendlx V.

U.-S. A.A.F.

the beginning and

In the summer

mas formed In China under

®d of the period Is

of 1943 the 14th

Oatteral Chennault,

squadrons have been located In China.
and since that date no lOth U.S.A.A.F.

By the end of

lovember the 10th U.S.A.A.F. had seventeen squadrons and
detachment of the llth Bomber Squadron (based
whl* to operate from India.

In China) w

a

ith

Puller details regarding actual

undertaken are given In Part Two of

operations

this Despatch.

Indication of the scale of effort maintained

U.S.A.A.F. Is, however, shown by the following figures
by the 10

Some

th

SORTIES TOHAGE
Heavy 1346

Medium 2221

Fighter 656
Bomber

1942

2396

174

U.S. LOSSES ENtaiY LOSSES
7 0Period

Jtme
4 0

20
to

3 0
Nov.
15.

Fighter 600 115 0 24

Recce 382 4

total 5205 4627 18 24

r_<

During the period Tune to November inclusive the

R.A.F. carried out a total of 2380 bombing sorties,
thoB fay night.

468 of

Of the 1324 tons of bombs that were dropped,
763 tons were drc^ped on* strategic targets and the

remainder during tactical missions. The total number of R.A.F,

sorties of all categories in this period was 10,547.

will be seen then that cmislderlng the squadrons and aircraft

available to them the U.S.A.A.F. has maintained at least

It

as

i

.S4

I L.

f••V *
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high a standard of effort throughout the monsoon period
tho R.l.F.

as

»

Enemy▼I. A c‘t i V 1 t y>
«w

Appendix No.VI ahors the estimated enemy scale
of effort during the whole of 1943. It will be sena that

during the monsoon period from June to September inclusive,
with the exception of a few Intercept sorties over Burma

and rec<Hinalssance flights over our own territories or the
o

battle area, the Japanese practically ceased operations.
Presumably the bulk of his squadrons had been withdravm for

rest or training. In October and November there was aUis
marked Increase of effort, and offensive raids were carried

4-

oat on Chittagong, Agartala, Fenny Palel, Imphal,
Khnabhlrgram, and Tlddim. The general decrease of activity

however greatly helped our daylight attacks on his lines of
f

lunlcatlons.
d

Oh two occasions enemy reconnaissance flying

boats were over Madras, one of them probably being destroyed
by a Beauflghter; and from time to time at the beginning and

end of the period, when the monsoon was not fully active,
reconnaissance aircraft were plotted over Ceylon,

flying boats employed cm such duties were destroyed by •
Beauflghters during October and November.

Two

'P. ■

«

lighter defwices and the warning, system in the., .

Andaman a and Nicobar Islands and over Northern Sumatra are

In a fairly high state of efficiency,

areas a number of Liberators CK>24s) engaged on photographic
reconnaissance duties have been lost and are presumed to

have been shot down.

In each of these

\
■^0

6^'

ft

r

t

1-

543 %
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"A

PART TWO operations

I. Operations B a n g a 1 Command.
’V

posiTia* n
JWl 1943 June all forward positions In

eTacuated Ijy our troops. Waung

Arakan had been‘ V

V I

daw had been evacuated

*• •ll—.thep airfields farther -eeck.
Oia air policy during these land operations had been directed towards

calculated togaining and maintaining a favourable air situation best
assist the nllltary object of securing forward

Arakan and holding than until the next dry
the anqr had failed in Its object and had

positions In

Although

retreated for the most

season.

part Into Indian territory, air

thmghout the course of the fluting

scale provided to our troops,

range flutters had vigorously attacked enemy airfields and
seriously dislocated

supremacy had In fact been

and direct support o

In addition, bombers and

enemy coamunlcations towards the thea

I  maintained

n a large

long

tre of

operatlcms by rail, road, and river.

PORCK
AVAILABLE The forces available in the middle of June

at Appendix XI.

Cosillla, Fenny, and Chittagong there
In forward airfields at

were five HuiTlcane

are shown

 Agartala,

 squadrons,
one Beeuflghter, one Blenheim, and one Blsley squadron.
Cor»8 Bssaar a deteehnent of another

At

Hurricane squadron

there were only two squadrons, one Bisley
and in

operating, comprising^
three houber squadrons, five fighter squadrons ( the bulk of which
•ere intended for the defence by day

P/R squadron, and one Transport squadron.

was

located. In Assam

and one Mohawk. ftoa second line airfields at Jessore

the vicinity of Calcutta ten squadrons»re

or night of Calcutta), one

Three Vengeance

■

\i

squadrons were at Wgrl and Salbani, undergoing training. Ifatil

thar became better at the end of September this Order of
the

Battle remained substantially unchanged.i-'

8THATEGX
The policy regarding the employment of these forces

daring the monsocn period was laid down at the beginning of
April as follows

■■ ^ A

547
I

o
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To maintain a forward fighter offensive policy.

To ensure the continuance of local air superiority.

To protect our coastal shipping southwards from

Chittagong,

To attack enemy occupied airfields wherever possible.

To attack enemy lines of communications and shipping

In the enemy forward areas.

4

o By the middle of May however it had become apparent

that the Japanese were withdrawing the bulk of their air forces

from the numerous forward airfields at their disposal, and that,

for the few aircraft remaining on than, these airfields were

well provided with protective and dispersal facilities,

the same time it was felt that, if damage could be done to the

main enany communications, not only would their current land

opwrations be curtailed, but they might find it difficult to

re^stali^ish and repair the damage effectively during the

The result was that, while the maintenance of air

si^erlorlty remained a primary task, the bulk of the medium

and heavy bombers effort was diverted to attacking L of C targets.

Such targets Included the transit camps at Prome and Taungup and

At

monsoon.

I

2

'P

intervening road comniunlcatlons, since this was the main land

route for supplying the forward Arakan areas,

railway installations at Mandalay, Maymyo, Myitnge, Ywataung,

Rangoon was to be

Further afie

Thazi, and Sanbalu were to be attacked,

ld.

a primary target for heavy bombers.i
4> 1In June heavy and medium bomber operations were

-

limited bad weather and shortage of spares

to cne ̂ rp and effective attack by Wellingtons <x\ Akyab.

In July conditions made night attacks c»i aerodromes impossible

even during the moon period, and efforts were therefore

directed exclusively against communicatlOTis and supply targets.

STHITEGIC

msmG

Liberators (B.24s) were able to raid the vital railway and

Taungup and the terminus of theriver objectives at Sagaing.

]

road from Frame to the Arakan coast were twice attacked by

541)

/
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Wellingtons and considerable damage
IFi

was Inflicted. The high

percentage of snccessful sorties under difficult

conditions during this period reflects great credit
crews concerned.

weather

on the

Akyab received two heavy raids during
August, and bursts were seen In the neighbourhood

waterfront and the jetty, starting large fires,

raided on 26th and 31st August; but the majority of the aircraft

were unable to locate the primary targets owing to thick

and It was not possible to make a precise estimate of the
daauige Inflicted.

of the

Taungup was

haze.

‘v f

I

G

Between Jme and August the 10th U.S.A.A.P.,
operating by day, inflicted considerable damage on the Thllawa

and Syrian oil Installatlcsas, and took heavy toll of rolling
stock during a series of heavy and medium bomber attacks

railway targets.

Qoktelk yiaduct damaged.

on

The Wyltnge Bridge was cut and the

Liberators attacked eight large

If

tV -*
1/

f

vessels, off the coast of Burma and In the vicinity of the

Andaman and Ilcobar Islands. Two were claimed as sunk, the

remainder helng damaged.

In September there was little R.A.F. activity.

As the aonsoon ended, effort Increased. Targets ranging from

Kalewa to Rangoon, and from Akyab to Heho were attacked during

Liberator and 234 Wellington sorties carried out

between 1st October and 15th November. Enemy aerodromes,

port facilities, store dumps, railway centres, and Japanese

_ V

o
encamiaents were raided. The Introduction of flare-dropping

.  aircraft to Illuminate the target materially increased the
:'jL

accuracy of the bombing. The table of bomber sorties and

the weight of bombs dropped Is shown at Appendix XIII.

Etom September until November the 10th U.S.A.A.F.

attacked the enemy L of C., rail and shipping Installations,
and manufacturing centres In Central and Southern Burma.

The oil storage tanks and the filtration plant at Chauk suffered

eonslderable damage during several attacks by heavy bombers.

ir.

i
■, t

i Cii.
r
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.  and rail centres including Mandalay, Pyinmana, Myitkina, Monywa,
and Thanbyuzaaat were effectively bombed.

As a result of continued reconnaissance and

opportune attacks on shipping, the use of the port facilities

V

I

of Rangoon was almost completely denied to the enemy during the

period. Two ships were extensively damaged and probably sunk;

three others were damaged.

o

Medium bombers (B.25s), making many attacks,

curtailed the en«ny»s use of railway facilities and obtained

direct hits on the span and approaches of Zlgon railway bridge.

In addition they attacked warehouses and other storage and supply

concentrations at Sagalng, Monywa, and Maymyo and caused much

destruction.

During the whole period U.S.a.A.F. bombers shot

dosm 24 enemy aircraft, probably destroyed eighteen, and damaged

thirty one. An analysis of their effort has already been given

in Part I of this Despatch.

TACTICAL
BOMBING

Operating in support of IV Corps, No. 42 Squadron

equipped with Blenheim Vs (Bisleys) was able to

^•liver effective attacks on the Japanese bases at Kelemyo,

Kalewa, and other similar targets in that region. In August

my ll^t bombers co-operated with 63 Brigade based on Tlddlra

in operation "Smasher". The object of this Brigade’s raid

i ion enemy positions around Theirang was to obtain prisoners

A supply dump was also attacked.

From the R.A.F, point of view it provided valuable data for

groimd-to-alr operations and R/T control.

and identifications.

'ihe operation

f

1

I
■«f

showed that existing arrangements for R/T control were Inadeqiiati^
and that methods such as the use of smoke mortar bombs were

I
t

essential for indicating targets close to our own troops and

positions. 554

By the middle of September the last Blenheim squadron

had been withdrawn for re-equlpplng, and day bombing fell almost

exclusively to the Vengeances. The pilots became Increasingly

skilled In the Identification and bombing of/

/
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■  Jir-jA small camouflaged targets, and both in Arakan and the Chin
•  •

Hills made accurate and effective attacks. The serviceability
).*

of Yengeances was high, which in part accounts for the high

An analysis of

It will be

number of sorties they were able to mount,

day bombing activity is given at Appendix XIII.

A  •

seen that in October the number of day bombing sorties, the

V

■  i

ujority of which were directed against tactical targets, rose

to 438, and in November to 662.

and 182 tons of banbs were successfully dropped.

In the same two months 142

o

Bie squadrons themselves are convinced of the

value of their bombing, and their morale is consequently high.

I quote from No. 82 Squadron’s Historical Records the estimate

obtained from Army Intelligence sources of the number of

casualties inflicted by it.

it will Indicate the pride that these squadrons take in their

The account reads

Even if the estimate is high.

work ani their conviction of its worth.

> ■0:

<*4

t;'

as follows:

"Commencing 31st May, when an attachment operated

from ChlttagOTig, 1064 Japanese have been killed and eighty three

wounded in boobing raids by No. 82 Squadrcm.

the signals emanating from H. Q., Bengal Command and frotn

No. 224 Group and Army Situation reports give the following

details:-

Extracts from
I
I

10,12 "
15 "
15 "
24 Aug.

Plaq?»
Buthldaung

n

Ledwedlt
Maungdaw
Baguna

Maungdaw

Killed. Wounded. Memarks.

40

im 16
104 Includes 100 Vughs.

Six funeral pyres seen.
May have been six Senior
Officers or six
communal fires.

50

30 " 6

31 "
6 Sept

16 "
19 "

Buthidaung
Hparabyln
Buthldaung
Razabll

170
100

60
Kour lorry loads of
dead carted away.

Gangaw
Buthidaung 200
Kanylndan
Zadldaimg
Htlndaw
Chlradan
Kagyabet

• Tatmln Chaung 19
Haungdaw

57

21
6

50
3

20

62

4010 Oct.
23 "
30 "
31 •

1 Nov.
11 •
14 ■
24 •

.  25 •

3
C

i

I2
20

3 55513
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■It Is possible that

•zaggerated, but the exaggeration
of these repdrts ari

may well be set against the

and the score Is

Since 31st May 569 sorties have
^en floTO on ninety one separate occasions against the

some

■any results which have not been ascertained,
probably greater than less.

emy.

>
.  . if

-

-’1

■the percentage
fifty killed in each raid.

on the above sorties Is something
It could be argued, therefore, that

on ninety odd operations a total of 4,600 Japs would have been
killed."

over

it-

FimgSRS & FIGHTER BOMBERS
MPLOyED OFFENSIVELY Aircraft were deployed to support the

IV Corps front, which extends from

Assam ^Oj^he^^them Chin Hills, and the XV Corps front, which
eontlnuei^to the Arakan Coast near Maungdaw.
prevented any Intense ground activity and,
in an offensive role were restricted to

of oar ground patrols and to attacking enemy forward positions
and the lines of comiunlcatlon Immediately In the rear of the front
line.

Monsoon conditions

as a result, fighters

answering calls for support

In July, 170 Wing supporting IV Corps. operated
Intensively to combat Japanese Infiltration tactics. 'Ihl s effort

•as maintained as long as the fair-weather strips near the front
line remained serviceable. Uifortunately the strip at Imphal
broke up and Wos. 155 and 28 Squadrons had to be transferred to

Agartala. FroB there they could still operate, but were
handicapped by the fact that the battle area was near the l

I

iIimit

The Mc*awk Squadron (No. 155) carried out
of their range,

many attacks with guns, and 20 lb.

posts, transport, and dispersed troops.
and

■

40 lb. bombs on machine-gun

The Improvement In the weather during October
affected operations In the Kale Valley and the army called for
and received increased air support. The Mohawks were reinforced

and 146 Squadrons.as opportwjlty occurred by the Hurricanes of 258

FroB the beginning of Novenber, Wo.34 Squadron,m
now fully

operational after Its conversl<wi from Blenheims, brought Its
557

J
L'.V /
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Hurricanes to augment both the offensive and defensive effort on

this front.
I

Throughout the period the bomb-line on the XV Corps

front was stabilised on the line Maungdaw - Buthldaung - Paletwa,

but offensive air operations made the enemy progressively more

cautious In the siting of his monsoon quarters,

considerably reduced his freedom of movemrait, and often there was

no alternative for him but to move by night or in bad weather.

Pur attacks

Si.

o

One feature of this static period was the readiness

of the Japanese to open Clre with L.M.G. and small arms.

During active operations concealment of their position from the

air by refraining from opening fire was their normal practice,

but the harassing nature of our attacks evidently prompted them to

forsake this principle.

\

Effective use was made of Beaufighters of No. ?7

Squadron, and, from September onwards, of No. 177 Squadron in

attacks on enemy communications, dumps, and installations.

The main spheres of activity were the valleys of the Chlndwln

and the Irrawaddy from Honalln to Frome. These aircraft also

attacked fourteen oil tanks in the Yenangyaimg region, four of

which were set on fire with spectacular results. Three out of

the five largo river steamers available to the enemy were also

destroyed or immobilised, and a formidable total of M.T.,

locomotives, and small river craft attacked and damaged. The

enemy reacted strongly to these attacks by placing L.A.A. and

I. 0. posts at or near all likely targets, and this type of-

attack proved the most expensive for our own aircraft. The

damage inflicted upon the enemy, however, fully Justified the

losses we Incurred.

t .

I
p

1

1

t

;  .

t

MAUTSIANCB OF

AIR 8DPERI0RITT
Until almost the end of the period of this

despatch the enemy was practically Inactive in

ttie air, and our aircraft were able to range over B\irma with

A proportion of our fighter squadrons

During the monsoon

little Interference.

maintained a constant state of readiness.

S  .
vi

!:
1

f
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this liq>os«s a grMt'^strala on pilots, and moreover weather

conditions made attempts at Interception very difficult.

Oet(*or taie ennay etarted bonblng again, and between then and

I

• v..

n

the middle of Wovember attacked Chittagong, Agartala, Penny,
Palel, laphal, and Ktimbhirgram. The result of interceptions

were geierally disappointing because of advantages the enemy

aireraft possessed over the hurricanes that formed the bulk of

the defensive force. Whenever contact was made, however,

attacks were carried out wl«» vigour, and losses as high as could

be e3q>ected were inflicted by the Hurricanes.

o

In loveniber the first Spitfires in the Command became’ I

operational and, as I have previously reported, have proved their
value a hundredfold. In the first fortnight of November

b-

Spitfires of Ho.615 Squadron, shot doen all three of Type 100

(Dinah) rf.roraft that came to reconnoitre the Chittagong

Since th«a the enemy has not attempted a reconnaissance or a raid.

area.

I

Plghter aircraft were also employed'on the protection

During these protective patrols no

Claims and losses are given later in

An analysis of

of incoming convoys,

incidents took, place,

the Despatch under "Assessment of Results",

fighter sorties Is given at Appendix XIV.

FIGHTER
RBOOBHIISSANCE

Hurricanes of No. 28 Squadron accomplished

particularly satisfactory task in support of

Their assignments Included photographic

a
•

lo. IV Corps.

recotinalssance of the forward positions in the Kale valley

and to the West, tactical reconnaissance in tracing enemy

ts to the immediate rear of their forward positions, andmov

i

eoatlnual survey of the rearward lines of communication from the

Shwebo-Myitkyina railway. This task was assigned to one
1

dotachad night of the Squadron, operating from Imphal.

Squadron maintained a seccmd night at Cox»s Bazaar to operate
on the XV Corps front.

The

The work of both these flights

the subject of frequent commendation by both Corps Commanders.

?  561
MCu—AISSANCE OVKR' In the period covered by this Despatch
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Bengal Command was responsible for seaward
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raeonnaissanca to a depth of twenty-five miles from the coast

alone the whole Sonderbana and Arakan coastline from Calcutta

Two patrols were carried out dally with

by Wellington aircraft of No.175 Wing.

Ihla work, in the worst of monsoon weather, by pilots untrained

in O.R. has been of outstanding merit.

to Pagoda Point.

alnost unbroken regularity

Ultimately the responsibility for G.R. work round

the coasts of India has fallen to No. 222 Group, in consultation,

where necessary, with A.O. C. Bengal and A..O.C. No. 2£5 Group.

Plans have also been made for the strengthening of the G.R.

reeources In the Northern Bay of Bengal area, since in the

forthcoming campaigning season further G.R. effort in support

of operations on the Burma coast may prove necessary.

Squadron, besides undertaking Its photographic reconnaissance

comltoents from Cuttack, is employed on G.R. work; and plans

have been made for No.160 Squadron to move to Cuttack in

of meed.

No. 354

case

K!

\

SUPPLY
DROPPING

runs between Calcutta and certain aerodromes in the forward

aircraft have been used to drop supplies to Isolated Radar and

Observer Corps posts c«t off by the monsoon rains,

dally service to and from the forward areas proved particularly

useful for transporting spares, the lack of which was grounding

operational aircraft.

In addlthn to carrying out regular mail and passenge

are

The almos

r

as.

t

I

The main tasks, however, of No.31 Squadron were

It followed up l^s outstandingly successful work

in Shpplylng the Long Range Penetration Group under Brigadier

Wngate by an Intense and consistent prograunme of supply

dropping in inhospitable country where, without its aid,

military operations would have been seriously curtailed.

Intensity with which this Squadron had to operate can be Judged

from the fact that during the period of the Despatch it carried
dropping

out 1,100 sorties,yearly 1,200 tons of supplies,

i^pendlx XIY).

military.

The

(See

i
»'

I

*
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Operations Wo. 222 and 225I I.
i£

Groups.

The forces available to these Groups are

shown at Appendix XI, and comprised twelve

sqmdrons actually engaged on operations.

Beaufort Squadrons carried out medium range general reconnaissance,

and were ready for despatch on shipping strikes, being equipped

with torpedoes; two Hurricane Squadrons were maintained at

FORCES AVAILABLE

In Ceylon two

o

s  ! ■

c
readiness to defend the Island; and three Catalina Squadrons

carried out long range general reconnaissance. IWo Squadrons

of Catalinas were located at Karachi, and one in the Madras area.

A Liberator Squadron operated from Cuttack.

Order of Battle in the middle of September, and apart from

the Boveaent of some Beaufighters to Ceylon at the end of the

period there were few alterations between June and November.

This was the

POLICY FOR
MPLOYMHfT

The tasks allotted to these forces were as follows:-

Defence of Southern India and Ceylon against

seaborne attack;

Defence of ports In Ceylon and on the east coast

of India against air raids;

Long range photographic reconnaissance of Northern

Smatra and the areas adjoining the Andaman and

Wicobar Islands.

Medium and long range general reconnaissance over

the Bay of Bengal, over trade routes south of

Ceylon, and in the Arabian Sea as far West as the

Gulf of Oman;

Anti-sulxnarine patrols and shipping escorts.

k

(M»BRATI(WAL
ORGAHISATION

The forces available being limited, it has been

necessary to exercise strict operational control in

With this end in view,

A.O.C. Wo.222 Group has since July exercised, under my strategical |
direction, operational control of all G.R. aircraft in the

Cowaund, modified from time to time by mutual agreement with the

order that effort might not be wasted.

i
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CoBunder-ln>Chlef, Eastern Fleet. For the G.H. Squadrons

based in India this control Is exercised through A.O.C.

•»

No.225

Orottp, with the exception that A.O.C. Bengal continues to be

reepOTislble for the patrolling of the strip of coast from

Chittagong to Sandoway.

a-

'■44.'
Control of operaticms In the Arabian Sea has been

■trengthened. A Haval Air Operations Room has been established

at Boaibay under an Air Force Officer of the rank of Group
Captain, rtio Is respwislble, under the general direction of

•  i

a;
If- ̂  ^

C
••

A.O.C. Ho. 225 Group, for co-ordinating all G.R. operations in
the area of the East Arabian Sea.

exerched over the (derations Roans at Korangi Creek, and

the attachments operating from Jlwanl or from the advance

bases at Trombay and Cochin.

From here control will be

over

A.O.C. 215 Group has agreed tha

d

t,
although normal operations by aircraft based at Masira will/■-J

;i.ri

h be locally controlled, G.R. commitments in the Persian Gulf

will be placed under the superior operational control of Bombay.
Similar reorganisation, involving the establishment of

Operatlois Room at Red Hills Lake, the strengthening of Cuttack

as a G.R. base, and the posting of an R.A.F. Liaison officer to

work with the Naval officer in charge at Vir.agapatam, have
been carried out on the East coast of India.

an

This reorganisation has made it possible to carry
out the tasks allotted with lncr#»ased efficiency,

of seaborne attack against India from Ceylon has receded,
and it is now anticipated that there will be at least two

three months' warning as a result of the initial concentration

of the enemy's shipping.

'Ihe threat

or

Moreover, if an invasion did become

c i

Imminent, we should have at least eighteen hours warning of
the final destination of convoys. It has, therefore, been

decided to rely an existing strength for Immediate defence

but to take all measures such as the organisation of fighter

control, installation of communications, etc, which do not

o
c*.
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involve the holding of stock. If a further threat does occur,

it will be possible to move In reinforcement squadrons quickly.

Isolated seaborne raids, however, are still a possibility,

the reorganisation on the East Coast of India, combined with

and

V

the strengthening of the control system, makes it likely that

such raids, if they occur, will be adequately countered.

»  i

OPERATIOHS Bombing raids are also a possibility, and the

o fighter defences at Madras, Visagapatam, and

Colombo have been strengthened. In the period under review,

however, no bombing attacks were made, though two reconnaissance

planes were shot down over Ceylon and one probably destroyed

over Madras.

General reconnaissance has been carried out

Submarines have been sightedeffectively in all weather.

and attacks have been made, though only one has been damaged.

There have been shipping losses, but the numerous convoys

escorted by our aircraft have arrived safely. Another activity

Ul which our G.R. aircraft have helped considerably has beenI

the rescuing of survivors frexn torpedoed vessels.

The strengthening or our Island bases at A.ttol

and Diego Garcia and, to a lesser extent, the garrisoning of

the Cocos Islands have made it possible for our G.R. aircraft

The large number of

G.R. sorties carried out is shown under Appendix XVI.

peak was reached in October, when there were 315 sorties,

involving over 2250 hours (operational flying).

to fly fixrther afield than hitherto.

The

io

: o
r
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III. Other Operational Actlvlti e s.

raOTOORAPHIC
RBCOmrilSSAIfCB

(hie of the most hotable features during this

period has been the development of photographic

Strategical reconnaissance of enemy occupied

in Ama^ (%lnai^ Assam, and the Andamans was carried

‘v

reconnaissance.
' ■ »

cot bf 681 P.R. Squadron (Spitfire, Mosquito and B.25s) under

id of Ung (kwnander S.G. Wise, D. P.C.Cl
This Squadron ,

was located in the Calcutta area and operated magnificently
during the whole of the monsoon period. Regular cover was

obtained of all the objectives, which included airfields,
rmllways, rivers, ports, and the large towns. As a result

1

of y
of

this effort we were able to make close estimates of enemy
strengths and dlapositiOTis, and keep a close watch on his supply
lines. Tbwards the end of the period Moulmein and the

ftirma-Slam railway (under constructicKi)

visits were paid to the Andamans.

were covered, and regular

The main task, however, has been to provide

Intelligence cover of Sumatra, Malaya, the Andamans, and
Hlcobar Islands. Without tills vital information, the hazards

of a seaborne assault across the Indian Ocean would be vastly

l|^ereased. The Mosquitos of !fo. 681 Squadron
able to cover the Morthem Andamans.

were only

It has therefore been

necessary to use Liberators also, based in Ceylon and on the
last Coast of India. Wo. 160 Squadrwi operated from Slgirlya
In Ceylon throu^out the period,-and by the middle of 1

o September Wo.354 Squadron, which had been

became operational.
equipping at Cuttack,

Although these Squadrons performed useful

work, their range and speed aralmdequate,

with the enemy’s warning systems in Northern

Andamans, led to the loss of

These factors, combined

Sumatra and the

It was

consequently decided to obtain future photographic reconnaissance

of these areas by fomatl<ms of three aircraft,
fire power would minimise the dangers of enemy fighter
interception,

intensive fomatlon training, and since the end of the period

several aircraft.

whose combined

r

566
A flight of Wo.160 Squadron, therefore,'began
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iad«r rerlev has operated successfully.

This nethod of obtaining photographic cover Is

extremely ejqienslve and, oirlng to limitations of

provide all the Information necessary.

range, will

I have, therefore,

been (rtaiged to make repeated re^iests to the Air Ministry for

the provision of aircraft more suitable for this role. So far

this problem rmaalns unsolved.

G
^pendlx XVI shoes, month by month, photographic

sorties carried out In the Command. Activities were

necessarily somewhat curtailed owing to monsoon conditions,

which often obscured the areas Intended to be photographed.
In October, however, the weather Improved and a total of 100
sorties was carried out.

M.W. FROM TIER
WIRATIOWS

During this period modem high speed aircraft

have been used on the Frontier for the first

time, their Increased fire power having an encouraging effect

our own troops and acting as a deterrent on hostile tribesmen.
Hurricanes have carried out

on

over 150 sorties, principally In

direct support of the Army but also for photographic and .poed.

road reconnaissances, for bombing and machine gunning
which for political reasons have been

areas

proscribed, and for

•'

Vengeances

have been able

r-

dropping mall at supplies to isolated outposts,
have not yet been employed but their aircrews

to gain knowledge of Frontier cwiditlons. It

44.

 has been

the attacking of idecided that their role will be limited to

clearly defined targets such as villages in proscribed areas.

The Frontier generally has been quiet despite the activltl
of the Faquir of Ipl in Wazirlstan.

the recent successes of the United Nations

•^^•ct on the tribesmen.

es

There Is no doubt that

have had a chasten

*  •>

c

ing
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Frontier operations are now an Indian Air Force '

cammltmait, and tlie area has served as a useful training ground

Intelligence and photographic

runway extended, and

other reorganisation undertaken with a view to modernising what

for los. 1, 3, 4, and 7 Squadrcms.

facilities have been developed, the Kohat

/
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has hitherto been one of the few surviving Ifeyal Air Force

anachronisms.

BALLOON
BARRAGE

Balloons were floro, subject to weather conditions,

continuously at Calcutta, for the protection of the

Docks area and Howrah Bridge; at Jamshedpur, defending the
V

s

Tata Ir«i and Steel Works (the most important in India); and at

Colombo. The barrage at Trlncomalee, Ceylon, originally

Intended for the protection of the oil tanks and consisting of
o

some seventeen balloons only, was extended to include in its

scope the whole Naval anchorage at Trincomalee - China Bay.

Additional commitments undertaken at*the end of the period under

review include the defence of the anchorage and dock

Installations at Chittagong and balloon protection for Merchant

shipping and Fleet auxiliaries.

I
a

i

1

I

Subsidiary operations have Included the flying of

balloms at 1,000 feet on patrol ships, which go out daily at

dawn to guide friendly submarines into harbour. Captains of

XP* .

'* •>

these submarines speak highly of the assistance in locating

the patrol ship provided by the flying of these balloons.

Submarines are frequently well off course, and time Is saved and

danger averted by this method of homing,

flown for anti-aircraft,. Radar calibration and meteorological

purposes.

Balloons have been

. ̂

1

In no cases have the arf>as afforded balloon protection

been subjected to low level air attacks,

tlons in the Calcutta Docks area suffered in the daylight

attack of 5th December, but the Squadron concerned

operational again the same day.

the monsoon period has been well used, and one new Squadron,

absorbing the detached unit at Chittagong, and nine ancillary

units have been formed since June.

Balloon barrage instal

was

The operational lull during

]
ls-.!

cI

11

*-

AIR SEA

RESCUE
Owing to the shortage of Air Sea rescue aircraft and

vessels craft, few units have become operational as

yet, and the important work of locating the survivors of

568
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shliwrecked vessels op.aircraft down in the sea has devolved

Twenty-two Incidents have been

recorded, tai of which occurred in the Bay of Bengal, two in

on operational squadrcms.

the Arabian Sea, and eight off Ceylon, Involving 111 persons,
sixty^ilne of whoo were rescued. The credit for most of thi

*  •>
s

work, is due to G..R. Squadrons, but one of the Chittagong Air

Sea Rescue units in its first operational sortie succeeded in

rescuing three out of five members of a "ditched" Wellington.

Oa a further occasion Llndholme dinghy gear, which has now

1

-i

r-im

c. ^

II

been distributed, was successfully dropped to a distressed

U..S.A..A.F. aircrew.

■

SPBCIAL

DUTIES
During this period 1576 Flight operated successfully

dropping a number of agents over enemy territory.
I

•

a

[rv_:

i

t

e
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i
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IT. E s t.l Bate o f Results.

ACHIlTHIElfTS The decision to operate during the

season has be® more than Justified by the result

Bomb damage assessments have shown that

and railway centres have met with considerable

Attacks on shipping by the U.S.A.A.F.

Rangoon by both the U.S.A.A.F.

loss denied the use of this port to the

attacks on

su

and on the P

emeny.

monsoon

s achieved.

■>
 airfields

>
I.

ccess*

1 ort of

and R.A.F. aircraft have

Similarly,

Akyab has been constantly bombed and is no longer supplied by
sea to any caaslderable extent.

more

This has meant that the

■

or

c

bulk of the enemy's supplies from bases in Thailand have had
cone by land. The enen^r has constructed a new railway

to
I

Vih,

between Burma and Slam, but being of metre-gauge it will not
handle bulk supplies as effectively as shipping would.

f-

-t

ih Moreover, It only extends to Moulmein, and from Moulmein to
the forward areas In Arakan and the Chin Hills rail, road ,
and river transport are themselves liable to attack and

dislocation.

The extensive attacks on lines of commanlcatlon
have met with good success,

period gives some Indication of the

transportatlOT services have been harried

The following "Game bag" for the
manner in which

^stroyed. Dama.;ed.
160 ?624Sampans

Power driven water craft
and barges

L
12 193ocomotives

Rolling stock
M.T.

9 143

r'
27c 464
42 142

I

Direct support operations in the forward
notably the bombing of barely dlscernlbl
concentrations, have also met with

I was able, in the middle of September,
signal to the Air Officer Commanding Bengal

to send the f

areas,

e enemy positions and

considerable success.

ollowing

1

"Intelligence reports Indicate

on the Japanese by your offwisive In
casualties Inflicted

Arakan since June lasto

570
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aaount to more than 500 killed and

Injured. These are conservative

many more wounded or

estimates.

Indicated take no account of the undoubtedly considerable
effect of such attacks on the enemy's morale.

and the los

Such a s

ses

cale

of danage to the Japanese forces. Inflicted during the difficult
conditions of the monsoon, may well have far reaching effects
not only on local sit\iatlon but on the strategic position when

renew our offensive in conjunction with thethe time cones to

0
Amy.

■Please convey to all ranks of squadrons taking
in those operations my appreciation of their highly
efforts under very trying conditions.

success

I feel sure the

i
part

fult

:4
squadrons under your Command will acquit themselves to the

same high standard shown by these results as the campaign and
OOP strengths develops in the coining winter".

'*.£31

Ust and by no means least, our air superiority
has renalned unchallenged, and owing to the reinforcement
re-aiuipment carried out is likely to remain
easipaigning season.

an

so for the comi

t ■

sr ■ d
«  '

ng

Our sea lanes have been effectively
controlled and rasnerous cwivoys have been safely escorted,
though increased enemy submarine activity has resulted in
the loss of some shipping.

Our losses during this period total thirty-one.
including four aircraft destroyed «i the ground at the
beginning of lovember. On the other side of the bala incec
sheet we have be® able to claim five multi-engined aircraft
destroyed, one probably destroyed, and four damaged,
of the aircraft destroyed were four-engined flying boats,
two recannalssance aircraft, and one a bomber or bomber
transport.

Two

^  In addition two enany fighters were claimed
destroyed, one probably destroyed, and four damaged.

: O
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FMAL DEPLOYMHTT
OF FORCES

Appendix XII shows the deployment of

forces in Eastern India at the middle of

It will be seen that fifteen squadrons and

our

Hovember.

detachaents of Ho. 31 Dakota and No. 28 Hurricane IIB Squadrons

are located In forward areas In Assam and Bengal. Eight of■>

these are Hurricane squadrons, three are equipped with Vengeances,
two with Beaufighters, and one each with Mohawks and Spitfires.

r -

At lay-back airfields In the Calcutta area and at

Jessore ten squadrons are located, comprising two Wellington

and two Liberator squadrons, two Spitfire fighter squadrons,
and one Spitfire P.R. squadron, one Hurricane squadron. one

«■

c

night fighter squadron equipped with Beaufighters and Hurricanes,
and Ho.31 Dakota Squadron. A Vengeance squadron is located

at Charra and a Hurricane squadron at Kharagpur, but neither
of these Is operational,

e

dlapoadilan of forces remained practically the same throughout
the period.

in South India and Ceylon the

Appendix VII indicates that the front line strength
had not by Howenber Increased noticeably in number. There has ,

however, been a considerable Increase in quality brought about

by the Introduction of Spitfires and Mosquitos In Bengal

Comnand, and by the Increase In Beaxiflghters.
lum a total of 519 aircraft, of which 370 are serviceable.

In all I have

lOULE There is no doubt that the double strain of carrying
ont operations and at the same time withstanding extremes of

c
heat and humidity was reflected occasionally by a lowering of
morale. This was noticeably the case with R.A.F. Regiment
and Balloon Squadron personnel. It was remedied by maintaining

a hlghatandard of training with the result that the fighting
aplrlt of these onlts is now high. ^e behaviour of all ranks

e^lcyed at Radar units and Wireless Observer posts Is beycmd
igniflcent mtumer in which they have carried cmpraise for the

their duties during the monsoon and maintained an extremely
high state of efficiency under bad weather conditions. Biany

of these posts were conpletely Isolated for Icmg periods, smd

572
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had to be ■alntalned bjr air.

I
The oooduct, eork» and morale of all maintenance

personnel durln* the period exceeded my expectations.

sexTleeabllltr of operational aircraft was kept to a high
standard (as Is shown by the figures at Appendix II)
example set by aircraft maintenance personnel has been
reflected by all ground staff.

and

The praise accorded by

The

the

c
Hr Tice Marshal T. M.Wllllans In his Order of the Ehy, issued
when he handed ower his CoBnand, Is well deserved, and I
fully concur In It. A copy of the Order of the Day Is
attached (Appendix Till).

I j

i

c i
*  i

i  <
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PART THREE

IXPAI8I01 AID DEVELOPMEWT
.1

'v

' 1 X. Squadrons,

and

Airfields

Manpower

SqnADBOl
KXPAI8I0I June tlie nmber of squadrons In the Cwnmand had

grown to fifty-three. Thirty-eight of these were

I

c
!

fully operational, cowprising seventeen Fighter,

nine General Reconnaissance, one Photographic Reconnaissance,
one Transport Squadron engaged on s;q)ply dropping operations,
and three I.A.F. Squadrons eaployed on watch and ward duties
on the lortii West Frontier.

seven Bomber

•This compared very favourably

,

with

the position at the beginning of the year when there were only
twenty-nine squadrons In the Comnand operational on modem type

t

1 s.

The tmdency shown clearly at Appendices XI, XII, and XV for

squadrons to be removed from the front line for training

re-equlp«ent during the monsoon period was already notlcable.

In addition to the above, six other squadrons

or

were engaged on

were beingrefresher or *change of role* training and five
re-equlpped. Ijr lovember no fewer than seventeen squadrons

had re-equlpped with various types of aircraft,
also changing their role.

seven of them

Two other squadrons changed their

role without being re-equipped, two Squadrons began forming
the fonand, and two squadrons completed their formation.

Throe squadrons arrived complete with aircraft from the

Mediterranean Air Command, and one fnxii the U.K.

In

I

t
i c

The two most notable features regarding fighter

Squadrons during this period were firstly the conversion

light bomber squadrons, caused by a shortage of Blenheims and
the availability of a considerable

of

reserve of Hurricanes; and

secondly the re-equipment of certain Hurricane squadrons,
the Spitfire flow Increased. ■os. 11, 34

as

i , 42, 60 and 113
Blenheim Squadrons were equipped with Hurricane IICs for aJ O
fighter-bomber role. ■os. 607, 136 and 615 Squadrons 574
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chanced orer from Hurricane IlBa and IICs to Spitfire VCs.

lhair aucceas since going Into action has more than justified

It also glres a strong Indication of the

need for similarly equipping further squadrons, since Hurricanes

are noe outmatched by the current Japanese types.

the ehange-orer.

'V

As a result of the policy of retaining Hurricane

IIBs for fighter Beconnalssance squadrwis, Noa. 135 and 261

Single Baglne Tighter Squadr<Mis converted to Hurricane IICs.

Vo. 5 Squadron also ccmverted to this type since there Is an

absence of suitable targets In this theatre for the Hurricane IID

"tank buster" to which, at the beginning of the period, it

had Ranged over from Kohawks, which were both obsolescent and

In short supply.

c

No. 89 Squadron, equipped with Beauflghter VI

C/As, arrived fully operational from the Middle East, and

celebrated Its arrival within a few days by shooting down

an enemy reconnaissance plane.

In this Conmand and also equipped with Beauflghters.

Squadron I..A.T. converted from the obsolete aircraft with

which It had been working on the North West Frontier to

Hurricane IICs, Its role becoming Fighter Recce,

time It was thought that the expanding I..A.F. squadrons

were most suitable for fighter reconnaissance roles; so

Vo. 20 Squadron, which had been engaged on fighter reconnaissance

work with Lysanders, <m being equipped with Hurricane IIDs

changed Its role from fighter reconnaissance to fighter bomber.

No.211 Squadron was formed

No. 4

At this

^  *

i

c

the place in the front line, vacated by the

Blenheim Squadrons due to be re-equipped with Hurricanes, was

taken by the Vengeance Squadrons which had been forming and

The needtraining during the first six months of the year,

for offensive aircraft In other theatres has limited

reinforcement of this Ccnmand, with the result that No.355

i  •

Squadron was the only heavy bomber squadron to form in India

this Squadrwi, equipped with Liberators (B.24s),

is based at Salbani and should be fully operational by the

since June.
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•nd at Hoveab«r.

The diversion of Ho.62 and No. 353 Sqxiadrons

General Reconnaissance to Transport duties, the recall

of lo. 36 Squadron to the Mediterranean Air Command, and

the threat of seaborne attacks or raids during the Autumn

■ade it necessary to re-lnforce the G..R. units of this

There was throughout the period a serious shortage

of Liberators modified for G.R. work, and most of the aircraft

f;

Conand.

•v

c
received In the Command were used to bring No. 160 Squadron

up to strength and maintain it. No.354 Squadron, however ,

whose aircraft were flown from Dorval in Canada by crews

trained in the Bahamas, was formed as an operational squadron

at Cuttack, but it was never possible to allot to it its full

No.203 Squadron, equipped with Wellington

Tills, was"flown out from the Middle East in plane of No. 36

Squadron, and the Hudsons of No.217 Squadron have been replaced

by torpedo carrying Beauforts.

nuBber of aircraft.

The expansion of Transport Squadrons is dealt with

During the period the number of

The flow of P..R. Spitfires

later at greater length,

squadrons rose from two to five.

was sufficient to equip one flight of No.681 Photographic
Reconnaissance Squadron. No.684 P. R. Squadron, originally

IntMided to operate with Mitchells and Mosquitos, will
be entirely equipped with Mosquito ITs.

soon

One Air Observation

!  >

Post Squadron, equipped with Austers and manned entirely by
Amy pilots, has arrived from home and is engaged on artillery.c

observation duties.

The general position at the end of November was

that there were forty-nine Squadrons trained and equipped

up to the standard of modem operational requirements. In

addition there were twelve Squadrons at various stages of

training and equipment but not yet operational, and one

Transport Squadron operating on internal air routes in India.

The number of aircraft available In the Command since the

beginning of the year had risen from 1,443 to 3,639 distributed

576 •
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as follows:-

■^ast or
Hurricanes

■ >. 1,

Spitfires

Mtrtwuks

Beauflghters

Beauforts

1
•J

”X sa^r •

Lysanders 41
f *

I
1 088 Dakotas 100*

• • »

153i Austers

Vengeances 572

Liberators 69

HalIfaxes 2

Lancasters 2

Wellingtons 160

4 Hudsons 117
»

65 D.C.s 2 & 3 8

163 Catalinas 61

96 Harvards 298

Blenhelus 229 Ansons 82

■osqultos 12 Miscellaneous 377

4Z% of these aircraft were with Squadrons or units;

Inder with maintenance or storage units, eitherau4 tlM

luoedlately available as replacements or In varying stages of
1repair. i I _I

The target sanctioned as the general basis of
ada^stratlve planning up to the end of
Wor detailed plaimlng however the targets
tlae to tine with the Air Ministry have
of this systeo Is that the^Information often reaches
Corned too late for executive action

1943 was 76 Squad

this

to be taken.

rons,

agreed upon from

been used. The defect

AHVIKLD
expaisioh At the beginning of 1943 the main airfield constructioni

programe In India envisaged the building of
atan^rd all-weather airfields.

'a.'

^operational* and built to full scale with
Some of these were to b

216

e

two runways and

accomiodatlon for two squadrons; others were planned to "lay-
back* scale with reduced accoounodatlon for

Of this prograauae. Initially arranged In
two squadrons.

March 1942, five•f fi
<V«ratlonal airfields were complete In all respects, and 88
had one all-weather runway (over 1600 yards In length)
by the end of 1942.

ready

In addition, sixty fair-weather strips
The programme Includedor landing areas had been completed.

I

a certain number of airfields previously under the

the Wreetor of Civil Aviation, and allowed not only for
strategic considerations In the East and

also for training walntenance, aircraft storage, and air
transport and relnforcwnent routes.

contr

the North West

ol of I

but

‘I U

1\
V 578
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' - . ̂̂,A*****^4 Invasiwi from the North

West or B|st U possll^e during the first quarter of 1943
^r?cf^ programe/ thus enabling engineering

resources to be diverted

operational projects in the East.
■-• '■■ . - C ■■

t.**!?y^*®* ah^d not be provided for airfields in lay-back
Sevon^en airfields, some not sited and others with

done on them, were abandoned in

^  »a®e areas it has been
to substitute fair-weather strips for

both runways; to’ cancel or limit taxi tracks,
*■0114 buildings on idileh wortL had not been

^dlsporsal ganorally- and to discontinue the erection of pens,
laid*-In tho year a further twelve fair-weather airfields were
abamdaned in Western and central India,

to more urgent

It was decided that

areas west

possible

secondary runways or for

hard standings,
begun; to reduce

and scales of

■  I
•e

I

^  I

!

•ODUtractlon and accoimodatlon limited in

er-lmeeuplete airfields in the Southern, Western, and Central
* •'S*eas,® so that even though mnwrays
°eeuplo%ed three

the case of a humbe

and strips should be

iths notice ooiild be given before building

r

s
In certain cases projects

^weye, limited merely to the canpletlon of runways and strips.
and dispersals were erected.

I

of fiftj The Increasing*seale of offensive operati
^ throughout 1948 has necessitated far more construction

ons

 in the
Ikst than was envisaged laader the original plan. For

I

opwratlooal purpdses during the dry weather a number of fair-weather: ^
^ airfidds have been I

prepared in forward areas with limited

The decision to

monsocm pertod made it

''rtwlter type acccmsiodaticHi and tentage,
oobduet CH>erations throughout the

nooossary to dewolop some of these as all-weather airfields
wltfc Increased acoomaodatlon and ancillaries.

ot airfields contracted either in the original plan
Ut the request bl» the U.S.A.A.F. have been

A number

or

completed in
■  c« —1

North ®»st Assam to handle supplies to China, and on the

a#
lU

5t9
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fro* th« Vest for th«

I

same ptirpose. In the same

arw eartain airfields have-Veen developed fro« which
AaM4MBs e«B operate heavy Voahers or defensive filt

f the

ers.
American Squadrons

L'

lh4«*lntenaiiee and reinforcing of the
1* Aesaa here Involved further
Vcetex*, and Ceetral

construc
areas.

tion In the Southern,
»Bjr the time South East Asia Air

I

was fomed a total of 34 all-weather airfields and eleven
(thmr stripe had been hattded over to the U

r

fair,

aad IVeilitles given to thee in certain

i

. S.A.A.F.,
other R.A.P. airfields.f

cnar' -

In harch, 1942, there w
I

ere only sixteen airfields.^*lts,

p<^aM88lng all^eather runways, ^of which only four
opera tlonj^

»?•
■ w

■odem ,stands*,
were

^md twenty fair-weather strips.
^ I<^»ber 1943, however, 285 a’lrflelds were completed with

Of this total no less than

respects; sixty-four airfields had

all-weather nmway ready; and a further seventy-one had falr-.,eather
strips or landing areas, and were equipped in varying degrees with
dlspersAls and dceestle and technical

one

^ ;JC ;

accommodation.

i

)

I
I

) I

R.... e’ -!

There have been great difficulties in the execution

been in the neighbourhood

There has been shortage of suitable

?T°8rairac the cost of whlcl^ has
of flf^ million pounds,

ccnstroctlanal equipment and st^ervlsory staff,
civilian c<^ractors has been shoddily

dishonestly performed, and in all

Much of

areas there has been del

/

I : the

I  I
or

ay due

In the Punjab and

have given great

tq^ Im^coBSHunicatlons^ or inadequate control. 5  !

T ITlnlted Provinces the Provincial Governments I  I

assistance, but in East India, where the need was greatest,
has been less enterprise and efficiency,
hflvwver, that the Air Forces In India

The fact remain

there

s,
can now expand rapidly

are suitable bases from which

■y gratitude to the many military
work has made this possible.

I
\
i

wl* -liie nre ecnfldanoe that there
to operate, and I wish to record

and civilian engineers idiose devoted

\

i!F

f

[  '
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tt»e greatest problem In
C

the expansion

of the Air Pbrces under my Command has been

cstised iy the accrte shortage of s^table

thomtres of war, the

rl^tly been ^Von priority, have
mBapmnr on the Tfalted Kingd

Cofflumd has often seemed to be situated

a badly leaking pipe-line.
* ♦

eubstltutlon scheme, whereby local

trained to fill existing vacancies In

units, was decided ^pon at the

during the first half of this

manpower. Othe

more Imperative needs of which have qu

year.

r
(CT

ite

exhausted the available

with the result that this *

^ at the wrong end of
%

To combat this difficulty th4

manpower Is recruited and

R. A.F. non-operational

end of 1942 and lmplem«ited

The output of trained

nl

},
eW

li

oO

Bl

trts

!

oq

qo li

1 ipower under this scheme was, however, not sufficient to

meet the requirements that arose from the expansion
Co^nmnd, irtilch had

of the

as a result to subsist mainly on wh

n

atever

time from the U.K. or

r

drafts became available from time to£s

from other Commands.
fa

tb

A# a result of the manpower shortage throughout
on the

the R.A.P
. an establishment celling has been imposed

This ceiling will limit the personnel ex

j
t

I CouBiaad.
to pansion

•  Command to a total of approximately 90,000 R.A.F.
and 10,000 t.- g.p.

personnel, to meet a target of 73 S
i

quadrons,
into the I.A.F. under

not be counted against the celling,

operative after

personnel become available again from

BO
P

Any personnel above 10,000 recruited
fw

the substitution scheme will
tb

The 140 Squadron target will only become

f
1

Germany has been defeated and

i<the West.

i
la January of the year the

t 9^Mnslan pwqulreraents totalled 54,779,
are Included about «®,000, made up as follows

manpow
’f!

er available to1

tor If followers
n

1la I

i

!

British Officers - 5,700
B.^R*s - 45,828
Indian Officers
f..^O. .B's
Followers

778

- 8,073
- 14,000

5

I
T3 ■* in - ■ ?

ai

- 15,000
i

wl

ft

581
I

■

r 1, !
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iT

H.ft.v. the tota, ■ainpcnrer available in the Coounand
^  the CoBuaand was still deficient of

trained strength by about 882 Officers and 6,205 airman,
and sane filter ai|d signals trades were especially short,
the gather hand other trados there was a surplus of about 4,500.
* limited niaber of these are in the process of remustering; but
it is not possltfto to carry t>ut remusterings on  a large scale,
since training facilities are already stretched to the limit and

Clerica

On

>

!19
l

it H
it

IU3

tO

a

any additional harden will involve a reduction in the training
eapa^ty allotted to the I..A.F.

prAl

A possible solution to the

created by surpluses would a greater degree of exch

tB

i

li

ange
betoaen the different Commands. Shipping, however, is a

m l -

rb

Halting factor here.to

to

8y November the manpower available had risen to

119,952, as is shown in the following statement;-
>0

tb

t Nov. »
1,851
4,:^14

12-
R.A. F. Officers Aircrew

"  " ground
I.A.F. Officers Aircrew

growidw „ . .V

1,718
3,250

320 432f
453 694

B.O.Bs Aircrew
*  ground

I.-O.Bs ground
Bsrcdled Vollovers
Ten^orary Followers
H.C.8. pw
W.A.C(I)s
Civilians

s.isr

rsonnel

11 2,290
61,005
4,894
9,142
7,202
1,266
1,060

. .U14S

3,621
74,929
8,072

10,338
11,410
1,345
1,346

t
n

7^

I 94,672 119,952
■

.j

Total Increased availability

(a) Jan - June 25,672
(b) June - Nov 25,280

T I
D

i
I1

582
The position now Is that the manpower ceiling has

i
i

i
n almoat bams reached in respaet of R.A.F. personnel; our future

eiqpaaslan in this Conand will depend either upon cutting down

azistiag establidHwnts to a degree at which th«y will cease to

be folly efficient, or on laoreaslng the rate of Indiadlsation.

Tfeilass either of these alternatives is put Into force, or

iaataad Air ilinlstry is able to sand us W.A.A.F. or further

a
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p^raonxMl, a situation nay arise after the coapletlan

^ hoatllitles "la the West, In vhleh numerous squadrons becam

«r( I
!eri

for iMsdlate eaplayment in this theatre

be raealTOd or oparate owing to inadequate adnlnlstratlTe
■alBt<

but ca

tee organisatian. «

t
nnotne

I
orli

A

^  A fortfaar difficulty has been caused by the
increased variety of aircraft now operating from India, and the
cansequflQt multiplication of requirements for different

categories of aircrew trained for each type,
aircrew training facilities are strictly limited in the Command,
the main solution to this problem consisted in placing far

As advanced

is
I

H2

■

Ifl O

1iq [

i
IL more accurate and detailed d«Mnds on the Air Ministry for the

Pmrsoanel required. To achieve this a separate Organisation
Section has be«i formed to watch and control the aircrew flow.

t

!

At the same time training facilities have been developed
utilised to the maximum extent for converting surplus aircrews
from one type of aircraft to another.

and

Nos. 151 and 152

LI

O.T.U*s, In addition to their Indian Air Force commitments,
hare given initial or refresher training to twenty-nine I. A.F.
and 206 R..A.F. personnel on Hurricanes or Vengeances.
1584 Coaverslon Flight provides advanced heavy bomber training,
and the General Reconnaissance and Air Navigation School
adwanced training In respmet of general reconnaissanc e crews.

i  !Indian manpower has been recruited at the

rate as in the previous six months.

same

Recruitment is carried

out for the Air Forces by the recruiting organisation under the
Adjutant General, the Air Force being now represented on this
organisation by a Group Captain and fifty-five other Air Force
Officers.

I 4

e

*  The publicity campaign launched early this year
at the Instance of Air Headquarters succeeded eventually in
doubling the normal intake of educated personnel into all three

In June the Air Force target of 2750 was met
for the first time, and this rate of Intake continued for a

furtiier two months.

servlcas.

Onfortiinately the recruiting went ahead

!

*r

t

I
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aor« tipldly than the Training Schools could be expanded,with
the result that recruits were often 111 acccwnmodated and

uncoaifortable, and their training unsatisfactory. When this

fli

o

s

becaae known in India - and deserters and disgruntled airmen

on leave"took good care that It should be known - a decline in

d

m

the poptilarlty ot the Indian Air Force set In, and was quickly
reflected by a lower recruiting Intake.

Made to Improve the training organisation,

publicity campaign was started with the result

Every effort was

and a second

that the Intake

This rate of

Lt

<e>0

0

has new stabilised at about 1500 a month.

Intake, althou^ it only amounts to 60;^ of the

still six times greater than the 1942

fact has been successful beyond what

1943’lndlanlsatlon target involving

average.

a total In

target, is

Hecruitlng in

was expected and the full

i

m

take of 31,000

Indian airmen should be Implemented by not later thaa f»ie
R

A
1944. Whether the same rate of Intakes will continue after

March 1944 depoids the course of the war In Europe, the
u

1

continued availability of suitable personnel in India,
requirements of the other services.

and the

No final decision on this

Figures for the recruitment of

Indian airmen for 1942 - 1943 are given at Appendix IX.

point has yet been reached.

0

I

In one respect recruiting for a time

unsuccessful, since although ground officers could be had for I

the asking, few younj Indians seemed willing to volunteer for
aircrew duties. ^e urgent need of the Command was for airm

I

en,
not aircrews; hence the whole‘wffort of the publicity campaign

was directed tewaMs'popularising entry Into the ranks,

publicity for airmen and officers cannot be carrle(^at the same
Since

« .

time, this meant that aircrew publicity had to be suspended.

Moreover^ the Indian Air Training Corps was originally designed
to persuade University students to enter the ranks. Those

few I.A..T.C. cadets who were keen to become pilots were not

584

i
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-k'i
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willing to enter the ranks and take their chance of being

subsequently selected for pilot training, when they could

probably obtain direct commissions in the Army or the Royal

The policy of ccwamissioning from the ranks

was vigorously pursued, but few of the men selected were good

officer material, and even fewer succeeded in completing

their training as pilots.

Indian Navy.

After the success of the campaign

for technicians, however, an aircrew publicity campaign was launched

stressing the adventurous aspects of flying, and experienced

I..A.F.. ofricers were detailed to tour India witti the result

that there is now a list of over 400 candidates awaiting final

interviews by the Officers* Sdectlon Boards,

for the future is more secure since the Air Training Corps,

which is already functioning in six universities and is due

to begin shortly in two others, has now been converted into

an organisation for the production of General Duties Officers.

The number of recruits required to maintain the ten I.A.F.

squadrons has, however, increased, as a result of the change

in role of two fighter Reconnaissance Squadrons to fighter

bomber squadrons and of an increase in the training wastage,

and it is not yet certain that an adequate flow can be

Figures for officer recruitment into the T.A.K.

The outlook

maintained.

i

i

I

i
are given at Appendix X.

j
T

The training of officers and airmen of the I.A. F.

has presented a very great problem owing to the almost

canplete absence of R.A.F. Officers with a knowledge of India,

the general shortage of instructional staff, and the slowness

with which sancticxis for building projects have been

implemented by the departments concerned,

service training for I.A.F. pilots have been carried out,

but the wastage rate is alarmingly high, often amounting to

over 60 per cent,

seven pilots left for Canada under the Snpire Training fcheme

after completion of their elementary training, and thirty.two

successfully passed out of the Service Flying Training School.

Elementary and

During the period under review thirty-

j-

I

¥
I •

I
q

i

U

i

n

t
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«  .

Th9 saln^probl^, however, has been the expansl->n
offthw ground training establishments. A second Recruits

Training Centre has been opened in South India,
tnrsj. > - i. ;<i

succeeded In reducing the considerable congestion at No. 1

H.T.c. Six new Schools of Technical Training have begin to
;7r*ic • r . ! •

function during tte past five months,

third Signals School and
' belted >

opened, and the non-technical Training
r.h - -^e ’ -
has been expanded.

bloScaie of men who have completed their disciplinary training,
but for whom Qielr are as yet no vacancies in the technicol

th» e?'1.**, -- '•

schools, should disappear!

'have'reported at the Recruits‘Training Centres, and the
bwi*" • *»<i —
population of Ihe Technical' Training Schools is now over

and has

»i

In addition a

a second Radar Schoil have be'?n

Centre at Secunderabad

As these schools expand, the large

Since Jijne over 10,000 recruits

}
i

I

•  TV

I

5,500 and is expected to' rise rapidly in the'near future to
t

10,000.- The trained output from the schools during this

period has amounted to nearly 6,000.
Air ainl

* ̂

^  * * r
j\

iOCttttor. of ; 1 liC- ■

cictateu • “  vt. c

rvlee.
i

r

iTil.’ipr.f

^ aa-xlwutt, ,

a major sty ar-'

ihla .. . Pi.a t- .i. It.

at it* c

nateiial ; .»

t.ne iatner fexhuua

•an hour a.pre •is’-.-i

period oi tr, ; ■

.rv.

• .
a:

’f

;

r

I

t; .

y
f
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«  P I t K • p a 1 r and

—  4, not hlihly InduatrlaJl.ad
rT

but hap l-n-nanae

•blA.ara only on tha frlnfa of daT«lopm«t.
olvilian labour la aluoat unllnltad} therr art a faw

n

••■i-iltfUad, but fiwtlcally no aklllad, Induatrlal teohnlclana.
vtUlaatloa

llaltad, and a baaay load la throw
tka avallabla elTlllan nanpivar la thus

on Sarvlca paracnnal

:1

i

U

. Eyan
Uttar, ^ fan tha baakboaa of tha rapalr oreinlaatlon,

•at AUlad taebBlelaaa aa tha tan la undaratood at hona.!(f

wall imelana of highly tralaid R.A.F.cf
paraonnal from which

idad during thla war vara newar aceustonad
to aaaa prodnatloa aiathoda on tha aeala whleh la,
^•Uf Inplwantad in thla eountry.

tha aanlaa baa

ewan now,

Bia euaton la tha tJ.K.

8

n

q

■ajar rapalra ara undartakan by tha wakarat workini
party av ratanad to tha faatory aaimot apply to thla CoA^and.
thU that la fraguanUy laat aliht of by tha planning
Air llBiatry,

staff at

3

I

Iq

Ooographical faetori hawa alao ooaipllcated the
builAin* VP of an affielant rapalr and

leoatlan of tha llnltod Industrial faelXltlaa haa largaly
diatatad tho loeatloa of baa# rapair unlta, both oiTlllan and
•orwiaa, and Uavltably graat dlatanoaa aaparata

squad

wpply aysten. T>ie

such unita

Boad, rail, and watarf; thay aarwa.

t throufbout tha oountiy la already burdaned to aI t:

iin a Qoontry with good llnas of oooiaunlcation
avaraga a nonth to six waaka,qulta frequently

tbU pariod alapaas in India bafora tha danagad aircraft
at its base rapair xailt.
■atarlal

a najor rapair

arrlras

ca.lnatle ccmdltlons affaat both

I tha fonar by datariontion and corrosion,
tho Uttar by aahawtlon - wbleh la ahown by tha fact that tha

la 85^ daring tha hot voathar and thaboor d^raclataa

}

pariod of tha nonsoon.

I
587
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The actual work of the repair units has frequently

-h«ail Held up for lack of spares and tools.

OM or two ships can and has^seriously upset the even flow of

repair,

a Slagle caaplete base repair kit.

leads to oannlballsatlon whlehjithough wasteful. Is Inevitable,

rt Is with this background that I discuss the work of

The sinking of

In Horeaber there did not exist In the whole Conuand

Shortage of spares also

iH

•i

tlntanance and repair.

.« )*r^

These difficulties have necessitated an organisation

■a.. 1

of repair and maintenance units in depth, of idilch the base
"  V OR

units coaprlse the service M.Us at Karachi, Ambala, Lahore, and
I "T.. .

at Csw

Caanpore, and the civilian M.Us at Kanchrapara, Trlchlnopoly,
*  -Wi

Cawnpore, BarraclQ>OTe, Calcutta, Dim Dum, and Poona.t

d The civilian 'jnlts were organised under the

Aeronautical Division of the Department of Suprly, which came

into being early In 1943 and developed in October into the

Directorate General of^Aircraft,
the country is divided Into five circles geographically, and all

*

available civilian manufacture and repair capacity Is

co-ordinated under Regional Directors.
«»

Maintenance Units have service personnel established on them for

supervision and guidance.

In this Directorate General

These Civilian

rr

.d

>£

ti>
\

These base repair units carry out third line
Field repair and maintenance Is

carried out on a Command basis by Maintenance wings, which

control Forward Repair Depots and Repair & Salvage Units.

The first of such Maintenance Wings came into being in January

In B«igal, followed In September 1943 by two other Wings in

North West and Southern India respectively; the field

maintenance facilities In Ceylon were centralised under the

Group in that Island.

repairs of a major nature.il
I

1
sa

a

iis

»

'-.i

During the year the field maintenance capacity

The base repair load has increased

¥

^cr e

1was approximately doubled,

from 42 squadrons and 400 non-operatlonal aircraft to over GO
In June 1943 thesquadrons and 500 non-operatlonal aircraft.

588
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r«MiTkable totals of 314 airfraass and 810 engines were repaired.
d

*4^ \ , 1.

o
This Jvio peak was the Joint result of a swift expanslcxi of repair

■>ifc , _ ^
eapaeltj and the eulnlnatlon of'a strenuous campaign for spares

■ »s 3 *

carried on with U.K. and U.S.A.

p-jr ■

It proved Impossible to

T

s

snstaln this lewel of repair output iriien the spares positiont

I oBoe sore deteriorated.

ISO airframes and tlO engines,

hepefal, tar the three Tata CIlTlllan Maintenance Units at

larraekpore,'Don Don, and Poona, and the «iormous R.A.F. depot

at Cawnpore have barely conaenoed production,

full swing, a considerable strain on the remaining base repair

units will be rellewed, since throughout the year 1943 the

proeess of Irregular expansion has of necessity enforced cn

the Coaaand a repair programme which has not only been above

capacity but has also fluctuated considerably, necessitating a

hand-to-nouth procedure as against planned production,

of the achievement of the repair units appears at Appendix XVII.

The figure fell in October to some

Hevertheless the outlocric Is

When they are In

A recor

o

I
o i

u

J

D
I

r -

d

The work of erecting aircraft brought to the

Comnand by sea has been steadily expanded,

the 1,750 aircraft erected during the year, 1,120 were assembled

Many aircraft were received In a

badly corroded state, and many engines had been lying wharves

and at packing stations for months with Inadequate precautions.

The input has been Irregular owing to shipping difficulties,

and when the change-over from the Cape route to the

Mediterranean foute was started there was Initial dislocation,

since two consignments sent at different times arrived

simultaneously.

AIRCRAFT
SRBCnOI AID
STORAGB Of

between June and iovember.

I i

At first the main load consisted of Hurricanes and

Vengeances, and later of Spitfires.

Harvard, Argus, and Mohawk aircraft was maintained,

average about 160 aircraft were erected each month during this

For the future It is planned to Increase the erection

The output of Anson, Defian

period.

t, ' ;
On an

►
to
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I

I

fcy prorldlng Bore further Service-manned depots

i«the bst comet to ease the burden of the overloaded West

mr

ll iUJT

MBtt ports'. this project are In an advanced|ao

stage. « \ .

tao

1' «

lire
^ The aircraft storage programme has fluctuated

At the beginning of the year reserves we

.r

(no
considerablj. re

Cl
scarce and the floa through the erection units was rapid.

Darla* the aonsoon the Aircraft Storage Dnlts began
op a larger holding.

to bu

Ihe total output to units for the

ild

iths from Decaeber to June amounted to 650 aircraft.

seven

da
For

irl
tha fire months from July to lovember the total output

810 alreraft, ̂  momlhly figure Jumping from 116 aircraft
during August to 865 aircraft in October.

was

p?

HJ I

1
This total did not merely entail normal routine

f

servicing of aircraft held. A large number of modificatio

50

ns

are cootlnually being carried out and many aircraft have

unavoidably been parked in the opmn, exposed to such extremes

of heat and humidity that the work involved has in

■b

some cases

id

= 0

A

The work of the personnel engaged on
these duties under trying conditions has been admirable.

been practically doubled.p.

i
!

A cockpit temperature of 147® has been recorded while

aircraft «as beli« serviced.

0
an

1

. 1

a

Details of aircraft erected and Issued from Aircraft

Storage Dblts are shown at Appendix XVIII.
SP*» KfeS

The supply of spares and equipment has, since Japan
entered the war. Involved an ekpanslon from 120,000 square feet
of storage space to 8,831,000 square feet. By the middle

c

i

of 1948, after a period of pbcemeal development by improvised
mettiode, the All-India programme providing for six I&ilversal

I

Bqulpaent Depots located In accordance with regional requirements
began to be achieved. A further difficulty then arose.

i
r

1The 1944/45 Squadron Target was made known, which meant that
additlenal space anounting to 8,750,000 square feet would have
to be found. As It vas considered unlikely that this could

J

r
590
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,b« alttMT bf ntm building or by requisition In the

tliM et our dlspoMl, It was decided that the possibility of reducing

MMTTO holdings to a figure Ohlch oould be accommodated vithln

tlM floor space aomllable under the original plan should be

Szeoutlre action was authorised In November and the

means of lapleasitlng this decision are now being Investigated.

exealBed.

I

\

>

Almost throughout this war, the Command's priority

for equipment has been low. Inadequate stocks over most of

s

I

the ranges of equipment have had a direct bearing on the output

Tools, certain types of engine spares,

lerlcan spares and ground equipment, marine craft spares.

from repair units,

dopes,*

7

and practically all iteas of Ordnance Supply were In short

s^ply

practically unobtainable.

160,000 ’demands which had not been met.

receipts and issues have since August shown a slight upward trend,

the effect of this on the nusber of Inabilities held has been

H.T. spares and domestic and barrack equipment were

Thus In November there were over

Although records of

• j

B

i

B

b

a

s

tn

but slight, and farthemore the d<

Increase.

ind load has continued to

o

d

In front of the Thilversal Equipment Depots are the

Field Supply services under the Maintenance Wings.

1943 It became apparent that in many areas a seml-statlc type of

bbldlng unit with somewhat larger stocks than the mobile Air Stores

Parks was required,

equipment of some Air Stores Parks in the Bengal area were

redistributed to form serai-static Equipment Parks to serve both

mobile and static units on an area basis,

was retained In forward' areas where mobility was required.

After successful trials carried out over a period of six months,

;S decided to give the Bqtilpment Parks permanent status and

they became established as units of the Maintenance Wings,

together with Forward Bapalr Depots and Repair and Salvage

The Iquiinmat Parks, of which there are now nine,

hodd e minlmun of two months' stock.

Park holds 30 days' stock.

Early in

As an experiment the personnel and

The normal A.S.P.

It

Seotlcms.

The mobile Air Stores

it

A

-8

a

[9

Ic

to

T
1

591



Vi

H

- 56 -

Bi® aOalnlstratlve difficulties peculiar to the

nalnt«n«nce and repair of aircraft in this Command
-  r

■PPl^.fViallyrln the ease of M.T. and Marine craft, but in

general the probl^s have not proved so formidable.
Calcutta (by using the available civilian capacity) it has

been possible to decentralise the repair of M.T. to the main

East of Calcutta Mobile Repair Units,*knoem as M.T.

Light Repair Depots, have been formed and operate as a part of the
field maintenance organisation.

M. T.
MAIMTSIAXCE
AND REPAIR

West of

tomns.

I

Id

91

rid

ixe

\(Sffl

I

icl

»rid
n

wl The formation of this completely new organisation has

been necessary noo that the seccmd and third line mdntenance of

I

job

Air Vorce'vehicles has become too large a responsibility for

the Army, mho formerly undertook this task for us. During

br.B

lire the

transltioc period considerable difficulty has been experienced I
B*rq

OBI in obtaining stores from the Army at a rate proportional to

that at which responsibility has been assumed by the Air Forces.

This difficulty has only been overcome to any extent since
October. Even non the maintenance pack-ups being supplied cove

oe*i

arid

r

first-year maintenance only. It Is understood that second-year

dnd I

packs are unobtainable and, if this is so, there will inevitably

be a hl^ wastage of vehicles after twelve months.

onl

ell

MARIME CRAFT
MAIMTHIAMCE
AMD REPAIR

Marine Craft and .their engines.,

established with the Directorate-General of Shipbuilding & Repair

and with the Maval Authorities, and the following arrangements

Air Sea Rescue craft will be overhauled and

major repairs carried out in the Haval workshops at Trombay^and
hulls will be dealt with by Air Force personnel making use of Naval

slipways,

under arrangements

and will require Air Force supervision.

Previously to this period no arrangements had been

made to deal with maintenance and repair of

Since thai contact has been

have been made.

Other Marine Craft maintenance will be carried ovtt

de through the D.G.S.R. at Civil Dockyards

In areas such as

bei

Icri
I

•I s’?

0p9

\
dom

asv

di

'91: J

30^
:  I

Chittagong, Calcutta, and Colombo where no naval facilities are

available for the repair of Air-Sea Rescue craft small Air

Force Maintenance Parties are being established and will move

093
J

Ilod
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forward with tl&a craft as operations deoand.
IV

HA
- ♦ t »

The reapotisiblllty for the Diesel liiglnes at
q*

■obUe Air Unlstry Bxperlaental Stations haV been taken
«  i

over by the ¥.T. organisation In the Bengal area,
t

August a mobile unit was formed for this task, which tours

these units and noe carries out inspections and repairs

at the site.

In

i

»3

eO !
}

9d

Il-tl 1

Details of M.T. repair output are shown at Appendix XIX..11

I
1.i •

I

The Mechanical Transport School formed in April

has been expanded and produces adequate numbers of trained

driwers.

*

/

)

lU

ASROMADTICAL
IHSPBCTION
SERVICE

The Aeronautical Inspection Service has been

planned according to the "Circle Organisation"
t -

of the Department of Supply, since the functions of both
T-ol

3SU
organisations are closely Interrelated,

superrlses much of the explosives work in the Command and

has taken over the cmitrol of inspection of all completed

parachutes^and ancillary equipment made in India.

The A. I.S. now

I ;

*o0 4

tn
I

r Research t Development work for the R.A.V*. is now

carried out in this Headquarters, at the Scientific and

Industrial Research Laboratories, Delhi; at the Ordnance

Laboratories, Cawnpore to deal with the problems of indigenous

manufacture; at Bangalore for electrical and Radar research;

at Chaklala for Airborne Forces; and at Cawnpore for Armament

modifications.

ed I
I

lAH
IkV
IHA

IsM

;tae

^na I'

i*

Ii

: i'
RESEARCH AITD
developmeht

Among the achievements of the R. & D. Section
sxa

are:-
'‘jiti

The development of new parachute material, which

has eased the production problem and Improved the

performance of the supply-dropping parachute.

The production of a new type of supply-dropping

container.

A Boiler Conveyor for use In supply-dropping

Is
• 1 :■

'i
>nfi

I
i

■I
IcO

i\
JVfi

\

I  ■
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An ffilarger for mlcrogram-negatives.

Substitute proofing lacquer for carburettor floats.

A substitute for duplicator stencils.

Satisfactory aircraft dopes which can be manufactured

^‘Indigenously."

Devalopnent of the Manufacture of petrol-resisting

'  tubing in this country to a point where the product

is little inferior to that produced In the U.K.

The development of various types of Jettison tanks,

Including one design which utilises locally produced
1

Jute and shellac.

1

TTI.
»'t

" A}PUTT
n

0

to
k

by Ihe.
i

I

8

und er -

Despltt

e?en 1

•  aillc'' :
d

in
b

The More important India Command Modifications

which have been prototyped

..., Self-sealing long-range tanks Inside the wings of

Hurricanes Mark IID and IV.

The rc-designlng of the fuel system on the

-  ̂ Vengeance aircraft and provision for Jettisonable
tanks.

A bonb-cun-Jettison tank modification for H\a*rlcan^
aircraft.

Compregnated wooden blades for fitting on to a Hotal
propellor boss.

Modifications to Dakota aircraft.

Modifications to the Spitfire VII pressurised fuel
system.

are

•  «> r

' to .

k

I
B

D

0
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i
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in; Signals and Communications.

Ihe rapid deterloratlcm of delicate equipment

In tropical latitudes presented many difficulties

9iese difficulties were increased

by the constant shortage of supplies, the Inadequacy of the

tzistlng comnunlcations network, and the exacting conditions

xmder which the greater part of the Command has had to work.

to ay signals personnel.

r
Despite ttiese handicaps coaiBunications have been maintained and

eron Inproved throughout the monsoon period,

ohieh has taken place, two main facts are noticeable.
Li the developmen

Firstly

t

,

In Spite of the burden of routine work, a large measure of
n  ̂ ^

rationalisation was carried out In what had been. because

Of Its over-rapid growth, a very loosely-knit organisation.

Secondly, ttie responsibility for manning the warning system

against hostile aircraft, both on Observer Corps and to

lesser extent bm Radar units, has been largely assumed by

a

'■iim

I  ■

Indians, idio have proved themselves adequate for the task.

Because of the great distances involved and the

extreme shortage of suitable equipment, landline communications

have proved totally inadequate. One squadron, for example,

had to be operated by its.Blng entirely by W/T. comm'anication.
because no other method was available. Teleprinter circuits

have been developed, hut during the monsoon period many of I

thi had to be closed down In order to save spares and to

Thus the W/T point-to-pointprevent wear and tear.

iorganisation has had to bear the brunt of the signals work

In the Comnand:
-u

As Typex machines are still in short supp ly,
book cypher with Its atteiAnt delays is still In general use.

Since June only seventy-eight Typex machines have been

received, but more are expected, and their arrival will cause

great improvement both In quick and accurate transmissicm of

seoret messages.

The four Indian Air Formation signals units, which

were responsible for R.A. F. landlines and commxinlcations,

were heavily eonraltted. Tmo of them were located in the Bengal

*

.1
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area «nd,^on« In Ceylon, leaving but one unit to meet
eoHBltaents for the whole of India less Bengal. By November

two Bore Air Formation Signals units had been raised and trained.
I

and with ttie allocation of one to Bengal and one to Southern

India there has been marked improvement. The shortage of

trained Indian curators still prevents complete operational
effloiency.

4

In order to co-ordinate the scattered Signals

r Chita in Bengal and to effect a more rigid supervision of

maintenance and administration, three Signals Wings, Nos. 130,
181^ and 182 have been formed. These operate in the

r

i

Calcutta, Imphal, and Chittagong areas respectively,
are responsible for the administrative and technical control

of all early warning equipment and of permanent W/T and D/F
stations.

They

Their value immediately became apparent The

t

I

,

ivmlcatlans' system In the Imphal area haswarning and c<

doubled in efflclaicy; and as another example of improvement
in the Chittagong area on the 20th October

were picked up at 115 miles rzuige.

enemy aircraft

In addition to improvin

!

g

the serviceability of the•equipment and the performance of
i the stations, the Wings fulfilled a long felt want by

providing efficient administration of units and men.

WARBSIG
STSTM-

Early warning is obtained from the Assam-Burna

border as far South as Akyab, In the Calcutta

area, and at centres liable to attack around the coasts of

.1j India by a network of some seventy Air Ministry Experimental
Deployed In front of these

“s.tatlons in Eastern Bengal are the Wireless Observer Units,
whose posts extend over the Manipur Road southwards through
the Qiln Hills and Arakan Hill tracts.

stations AquIppM-vlth Badar.
i

I

Gradually these units are being replaced by

Indian Mobile Wireless Observer Companies, which already
aiaber eleven and are proving completely cwnpetent.

M<rt)ile Companies have been manned by selection from the

10,000 personnel employed on Observer Corps duties in the

f

The se

JI596
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static ikrnln«-ar^s at Calcutta, Vlzagapatam, and Madras.
n.

tot «sal mth the’lAforaatlon

^ ’n*nr* nln«. filter

•Hi^ «m*lderi«'itost lutle to attack,

transmitted ‘ by these

rooms operating in the

^4

focal poir^s of the warning framework,

at Imphal, Chittagong,

Vl^agapatam, Madras,

wh^i“a?e®^^®*^ Colombo; and the Western seaboard by those at
^Co«hIn and Bonb^,

These formed the

Bengal was protected

and Calcutta;

> ihe provision of wireless equipment for theOTHWt

“i** eohtrol and aid of aircraft has frown as fast as

Thirteen Directional Finding

^ Stations have been established on the reinforcement route

»^the flow of supplies allowed.

aewfes India,'and most ofothe fighter stations In

India are now equipped with Very High Frwquency R/T.

Sjrmp^atlc, i^ever, of the dlfasulties caused by scarcity

®. ”®ss"*;es forced on us to control fighters

Installations necessary to direct aircraft
formations bjr Ground Control Interception have

re5?“e half the fighter force,
therefore, been necessary to ensure that of each

of two .aircraft one^ should be provided with this
apparotus.

North West

Great

t .

,

usdron. The advent of modem bomber and General

Beoetmalssanca In the Coenaand, with their specialised wireless
i

^^-ec^pMt, ralaad special problems'of maintenance under

A 41frietilt cllmatle ccHiditlons. To aid research Into these

'• dimonlUea a qwolal Flight (Wo. 1577) has been formed with

^ Hallfaxes and Lancasters. The further use and development of

ad^ood radio aids to navigation, submarine detection, and

pj*®clslon J>onblng now await the provision of supplies,

experience gained by this fllg^lt

of such equipment in this theatre of

When

value.

f
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a i» p r t.o^lfed- «
i

'?:•
lh« p^at size of India and Its

- »

In aaiqr oases totally Inadequate to
poor coramunlcations -

Beet the burden Imposed by

•apansloo - d«andp an adequate Air Transport organisation.
*  »ft

1

t
*

Ibe pr(rtd.en8 can be sunaarlsed under three headings.
operatloM on the Indo-Burmese Frontier demand a system

of Sivply by air to supplenent the existing
vtaloh are totally Inadequate. Secondly^ t

means of communicatlQn,

I he swift movement

Inportant porsons, and urgent freight throughout India
* highly deweloped Internal cooimTinlcatlons system.

I

Thirdly, the rapid relnforcenent of squadrons requires airfields
and a proper flying-oontrol organisation. (bring to operatlcmal

>

I

not be met

tch the urgency with which they were needed.

higher priority these requirements could
fast enough toI!

look or transport aircraft has delayed progress.
'Txl August 1942 the only transport aircraft In India were one

squedron of worn out D.C.2s and D.C.Zs, and such of these as

eeold kept serrlceable were required for supply-dropping In
the forward areas,

recelwe transport Hudsons;
In September 1942 the (i>mmand began to

by December 1942 It was possible to
start services once a week fron Delhi to Colombo and from
Calentta to Bangalore,

servlee was Increased to two a week.

In March 1943 the Delhi-Colombo

Since July one Dakota

squadron, lo.31, ran a weekly service from Calcutta to Kunming,
ftxt this squadron was also employed on supply dropping to troops
in Inaccessible areas and on mall runs in forward Inzones. i
Angnst 1943 the Delhi - Bonbay and the Bombay - Calcutta routes

were opemed, and the Delhi - (Jalcutta line (which up to this time

had been operated solely by small civil aircraft) was strengthened
by a bi-weekly service with R.A.. F. Hudsons.

I

1
I
’

Thus the burden of Internal services fell almost

entirely upon 194 Squadron equipped with Hudsons, helped out by
the (troop Commimlnntlim Flights and the small civilian organisations,
Indian latlonal Airways and Tata Air Lines, and such aircraft

h
1  i
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as ooold occaslaaally be spared from operational duties,

b addition, trtaak lines were operated by B..O.A.C.

(Karachi-Owallor and Caloutta) and <}uantas (Ceylon-Australla)
once weekly.

.VI

fll

I
-SBW

?y September 1943 194 Squadrcm had been re-equipped

with Dakotas, and, together with 62 Squadron, which had been

withdrawn from Q.R. duties, was carrying out intensive training

in an Airborne Forces role. Its place was taken by another

lo

Mw

Hudson Squadron also withdrawn from G..R. duties. By thelo

middle of Hoveober this squadron. Ho. 353, had nearly completed

the process of training and equipping as a transport Squadron.

Cfio

JriT

About this time a welcome addition to the Command in the form

of a complete Transport Squadron arrived from the Middle East.

This too is training to fit Itself for Airborne Forces duties.

Thus, although In theory the Command disposed of five Transport

Squadrons, since I had to allot three for Airborne Forces work

and another was fully occupied with operational commitments in

the 3engal area, in practice one only was available for internal

transport duties.

bn*

*sl

nl' r

itpa

?«oo

Mil

Owing to the great effort made by 353 Squadron to

Improve its serviceability in spite of being handicapped by

shortage of spares, it became possible by November to provide

new services between Delhi and Karachi^ and Karachi, Bombay, and

The frequency of the Delhi-Colombo, Delhi-Calcutta

and Calcutta-Colombo services was also Increased.

Colombo.

1

J8
I

zO

-Tse
(

upe

ioff

i
(

nl The following table shows the increase in route

mileage operated by the one Squadron (at first go. 194 and
I

later Ho. 353) that was available for maintaining internal

•I

■m-

comuilcatlons :fs ■ il

Decwber, 1942

March,1943

August, 1943

Hovraber, 1943

5,000 miles per week.

0,090 miles per week.

20,000 miles per week.

37,000 miles per week.

ine
'  I

1
iii t

Although however the^period has seen a considerable
59!> (
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Increase In the nmber and frequency of air transport services
wlthfii India, only a very snail fraction of the requirement is

iS

Tl

r.-

being net.0 la a sub-continent whose railway system is

overloaded and liable to annual break-downs
■■ t

due to flood
!C

s, and

•hose roads are Incapable of standing up to heavy traffic, air
transport Is oft( ttie only n«ms of carrying passengers and

Ihe elvU airline coopanies however possess only

snail and obsoleseent^gdrcraft, and can continue to operate only

If they are re-eqnlpped with large modem transport aircraft,

ftin of IV naln anxieties therefore throughout the period has

freight.
:n

:w

It

iH 1

been the Inadequacy of my air transport resources, and this

In an anxiety until the aircraft requirements for both

and civil services can be fully met.

must

R.A,. F.

I

li

fA

;o

Meamdille the need for that close control of
a

training and operations, which a Flng would afford when squadrons
■

were fully deployed, was realised. So In September 177 Wing

was formed at Rawalpindi to control the sqmdrons allocated for

IT

T

i8

IB
* r ‘‘

an airborne forces role. The Wing is intended to move forward

with the squadrons, when ai completion of their training they

f

f

are redlsposed for operations in the forward areas. i

Aircraft reinforcement operations were concentrated

Based at Karachi, the Wing performed

the vital duty of ferrying aircraft as they arrived either by

sea or air to the units for which they were destined,

ccmpleaentary duty of controlling the flow of aircraft to and

from the different Repair and Maintenance organisations. Aircraft

Storage Tftilts, and Reserve Aircraft Pools also fell within the

Finally it was responsible for the Main

under 179 (Ferry) Wing.

The

Wlng*s province.

il

a

n

0

i

Ferry Crew Pool, the Reinforcement Staging Posts, and the Ferry

Controls which were necessary to implement its work.

Three Ferry Controls, based at Karachi, Allahabad, and Santa

Crus respectively, ensured the rapid movement of reinforcement

aircraft through their sector and administered the aircrew

employed on ferrying aircraft in the same area.

The

Opportunity

f (I

}

I

I

increasingly taken of utilising reinforcement aircraft forwas

I
the carriage of passengers and freight whenever possible. 600 r
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Th1« policy was pursued to such an extent that In November

rwlarorcement aircraft carried 221 passengers and 180,000 lbs

of freight.

1

m

d

o

w

The question of forward planning In transport

asstned great Im^rtance during the period, and much preparatory

Plans have been made for thework was done by my staff,

»•

i

i

formation of a transport Group, which will absorb 179 (Ferry)
1

rg 1

Wing and all transport uhlts and be In a position to deal

with the greatly Increased traffic anticipated as aircraft

It

to
I

available In proportion to the needs of the Command.

In anticipation of this, ten Air transit Sections for the

reealpt and despatch of air freight have been formed at ^
Thirteen more

becoae

rtr^m^ points In the communications network.

»d I
I
I

m I

.a

t
!

The Group will be locatedare In process of formation,

ultimately at Delhi, and will probably come eventually under
-ii !

tew

the operational control of the newly formed Transport Command

Its relationship to the projected
sW

tin tha Dhlted Kingdom.

iTro^ Carrier Consand, which will be located in Eastern India,
na

■Iw

has not yet been decided.
IB

>ntr

>r!d
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T. Kzpanslon

the^Indlan Air

and Dev

o f

elopment
♦

Force

-C*

I
Tha Indian Air force has noMt almost reached the

paaca time. strangth of the Royal Air Force of ten or eleven

years ago. In this respect, as in many others, India has
i

benaflted froai the .impact of the war.

far'teehnlcal and flying training have been thrown open to

the yevfh of the country, who have realised the value, in the

Numerous facilities

i

f »
case at least at the technical.training, of what was being

offered to th( and responded accordingly.
i
i

,,OUlcj *

The process of expansion, however, has be'Ti so

rapid fiat many difficulties have arisen.

-<

The Indian Air

:)Oh

 Force

is at the moment completely Indian with the exception of a

•limited number of Rk. A.F. N.C.Os. No European can hold

A eomolssioci in the Indian Air Force, which differs in this

.respect from’the Royal Indian Navy and the Indian Army. TTp

till the beginning of 1942 R.A.F. Officers did In fact Comr.and

I.A.f. Units without, however, being specifically commissioned

In the I.A.F. After the success of No. 1 Squadron In the

Burma Campaign policy was changed, and since that date only

one Royal Air Force officer (for a brief period of two or

.ths) has commanded an 1..A.F. Squadrcxi.

8'seen then that, as far as is humanly possible, the Indian

Air Force as a service has been kept Indian.

three It will be

As a result of the rapid expansion of the service

since the outbreak of war there Is a definite lack of officers

suitable to asswie important commands,

•t I.A.f. 'depends «djaest entirely for its leadership on the

llsiited number of officers who.in pre-war days were Cranwell-

Bie Intake of officers since war broke out has

t

At the moment the

a trained.

.
1

ll

I
I

large, bat their training necessarily far less thorough

c than that given at Cranwell, and few leaders of any merit have

This fact, combined with the unwillingness (referred

be<

rged.

I
i  '

to prerlously) of Indians to volunteer for air crew duties
laid ac*T

and the readiness with which trained G. D. officers often !eo2
1

" -

[ii?.
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Jobs, has caused some doubt about the I.A. F*s
.  ( (tee Squadron was sent ln,to the line last Sprint:

^but bad to be withdrawn quickly, since its training, discipline,
and morale proved inadequate for modem
of the Coomanding Officer in

1

warfare,

a flying accident gave the

The death

i

opportunity to put In a British Squadron Commander, who proved
unable without any other British staff to knock the Squadron
into shape and was relieved by another Indian Officer shortly
afterwards. ae shortage of pilots generally has al so

necessary to decide that Nos.

should be manned with fifty per cent
•  - r • ■

post six R..A.F. aircrews to No. 8 Vengeance Squadron.

9, 10, and 12 Fighter Sq
R..A.F. aircrews, an

made

uadrons
d to

t

.4

It Is early yet to form a final decision on the
extent to which the I.A.P. should be

of R.A.F.. personnel,

going Into action this winter

these acquit themselves well, their
down Hie number of R.A..F. personnel considered
produce this stiffening,

to increase the R.A.F. content in all I.k.F.

I

stiffened by a cadre

Of the Severn squadrons that are

swne ate completely Indian,

success will obviously b

It may, however, be necessary la

[

ring

necessary to

If

3

t

f

[

t ter

squadrons, and

even ultimately to institute a system whereby R..A.F. officers
are seconded to the Indian Air Force in the same way as British

I

0

i
•  •

iervlce officers are seconded to the Indian Army.
I

8

A

Politically it Is regrettable that the ten squadwi
target has not been completed by the end of 1943. Delay has

n

been caused by the drop In recruiting figures since February,
the higher wastage rate in training, and by congestion due to

8

8

low serviceability at Operational Training units.I Eight

squadrons are ready for operations, and two fighter squadronI

The delay therefore is not very great,
and by the end of 1944, It Is hoped, all ten squadrons will have
beecme <^eratlonal.

are now forming.:i

•d

Future policy is not clear cut, though It has bean
Since pilots are scarce and R. A.F.

ri laid down In principle.
t <

60;i
i
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alrea^ eaployed In I.A..F. Squadrons, it is not

Intended to fora further I..A.P. squadrons for some time.

p«ace time I.A.7. of the future too will possibly best

be selTred by keeping present squadrons as efficient as possible.

Par Oils purpose the pilots trained under the anplre Training

Scheme (many of ehoo will gain operational experience in Fighter

Comnand at home) together with a number of I. A.F. officers
[

that will have gained similar experience by being posted on an

"exchange" basis to Boyal Air Force fighter Squadrons in India,

The next stage in the I.A.F.will prove extamaly useful.

1

t

e^waloQ desired by the Indian Government is the building of

I.A.F..maintenance^training, and administrative units adequate

It would be possible to work in

this direction by Increasing the Indlanisation of certain units

agreed upon as appropriate to the purpose, but I have not yet

The limiting

to the first line strength.

finally.committed aqrself to the.ftall project,

E

q

;e

factor^^ howevei^ is the acute shortage of competent N.C.Os.

It will, therefore, be necessary to go slowly at first.

:o

>3

id

increasing the Indlanisation of certain picked units when the

units show themselves capable of releasing K.A.F. personnel

without losing efficiency. J

sfc

iq

od

ve

The forward policy of posting Indians to fill

B.A.F. establishment vacancies in India has raised many problems

of administration, welfare, and discipline; and in the solution

of these the Inspectorate General of the Indian Air Force,

which was formed last March, has played an important part.

With the formation of Air Command, South East Asia, a separate

India Connand has been sanctioned with its Headquarters at Delhi.

ws

:e8

f ud

=»eo

wld

The staff of the Inspectorate General has been merged into

Air Headquarters, India, which will be respcmslble for the

control and development of the I. A.F. generally and for all

the North West Frontier, which since 1941 have

Ihe formation of

operations on

been purely Indian Air Force caamltments.

wol

irpE

9*10

bne

•lad

mill undoubtedly^ contribute much to thethis new

devel<^«it and efficiency of an Integrated Indian Air 
Force.

604isl
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Educat i on.andwelfareV e d i c aVI.

Medical problems in this Conunand are complicate^i by

strr'in

MEDICAL

two factors, firstly, that aircrews, Ir. addition to the

of modem operational flying, have to withstand the rigours of

an extremely difficult climate, and secondly that the majority

of R.A.F. Stations and units are located in remote areas in

Eastern ̂ dla and round the coasts of India and Ceylon. f

Every effort Is made to encourage aircrews to take

regular leave, and concessions similar to those granted in the

TT.K. have been approved in order that qioarterly leave may be

financially possible for N.C.Os. and junior officers,

number of hostels for officers and aircrews that are

c<»valescent or on leave has increased considerably,

have equipped a seaside leave centre in Arakan, and have extended

their clubs at Madras, Dehra Dun, and Lahore,

aircrew hostels have been formed in Calcutta, and an Officers

At 'VJellington in S. Incia

The

Toe H.

Two R.A.F.

Leave Hostel opened at Ootaemmund.

and Redalla in Ceylon new Hill Depots have begun operating.

The sickness rate during the past months averaged

91 per thousand and proved sll^tly higher than it was last year,

the main reasOTi being the move forward of and 2C4 Groups

and Air Headquarters, Bengal, to non-cantonment areas, and the

gradual reinforcement of units in Eastern India by persor.r.el

whose previous service in India was in healthier and more

comfortable localities, or who liaving not yet spent a hot

weather in the country did not enjoy that partial immunity to

In partic'ol.ar.tropical diseases which time invariably confers.

1

a

1

despite Intensive anti-malarial activity, the incidence of

Heat exhaustion, dysentery.malaria has increased this year,

and diarrheoa have been common.

1943 for all causes exceeded 102 per thousand,

allowing personnel to occupy sites before completion has been

forced on us by war requirements and the lethargy of building

agencies, and has undoubtedly contributed to this higher 
ra

The sicloiess rate in July

The practice

te

of

0

o

. 1

L
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Respouslblllty for axpandlng the medical services

in th* Command is largely delegated to the Director of Medical

Services in India, who provides all hospital facilities for

Air Force personnel,

located are well provided for, but because of the great

distances involved it has been found necessary to make certain

special medical arrangements,

units that have been sanctioned has been formed at Calcutta.

The team, one surgeon and seven airmen, Is obtainable on call

from the Bengal Coonand IVar Boom, and flown with Its special

equipment to Its destination,

carried out one oaergency operation,

hospitals have recently arrived in the country, and after

some delay (due to the fact that their equipment was put ori

another ship, which arrived later) two are already operating

in the Chittagong area, one at Imphal and one t(% Badapur.

Most areas in which our units are

The first of four mobile surgi

It has already successfully

Four R.A.T’’.. mobile fie

o

s

o

cal
a

¥
j-

•I

ld

n

1 I

n

0

i
rf

i

a

There is now no Iwiger any shortage of Medical

Officers in the Command, and numbers of Indians have been

Commissioned into the newly formed Indian Air Force Medical

Indian Air Force Medical Orderlies are recruited

and trained at the medical training cotre at Chalirata, which

has been expanded to give refresher courses to H.A.F. Nursing

Orderlies, and will later, It is hoped, fianction on the lines

of the Medical Training Establishment and Depd in England.

Branch.

J

6

i

e

4

B

s

ir

Welfare Officers are now posted to each Group, and

have succeeded to a fair extent in making the formations rmd

vinlts realise their reapteisibilltles regarding welfare.

WELFARE

The

1
5

. T ..
r ■Ci.t authority to purchase welfare goods in their own areas has

been delegated to Groups, since they can assess their individual

needs more accurately and obtain individual supplies more

In Wings and Units there lias been a great advance

The higher standard of administration and the

_more static nature of the Wings has made them the core of

local welfare force especially in the operational areas, and

in thalr work they have been much helped by R.A.F. Chaplains

quickly.

. in self-help.

1

b

L
j

3

It
4

1
606

■



■>

c

- 70 -

of various denominations, who have toured their enormous parishes
most energetically.

i

In one respect only has welfare failed.

Indian Air Force expanded so rapidly that the welfare of Indi -m
airmen tended to be neglected.

The

There are very few British

Welfare Officers with a knowledge of tiiis country,
Indian Welfare Officers are often not sufficiently forceful in

and the

safeguarding the interests of their own kind. 'fhe formation

of Air Headquarters, India Command, with a considerable staf^,
should to some extent remedy this.

The main welfare problem has been the provision of

After working in the open all Say,amenities for personnel,

often wet through, airmen need some form of relaxation in t)ie

In remote areas the best amenity is the cinema.

The problem of providing it has been tackled by the Command

Welfare staff in an admirable manner, in spite of difficulties
due to shortage of electrical generators.

evenings.

In addition to the cinemas, two Air l‘‘orce concert

touring parties have been formed,

concert parties and voluntary bands has Ixjen encouraged,
such success that we have now formed over 37 of the former

and fifty of the latter.

The formation too of unit

and -.vith

Mlisical instruments have been obtained fi'oin ’'hgland
and over ninety pianos have been Issued.

1I

Indoor games of all sorts have also been obtains

locally and from home.

My welfare staff has also dealt energetically wUh
the various problems imposed on airmen in this Command by the

profiteering and violently fluctuating prices that are such

exasperating features of India in war-time,

supervision and the education of units eliminated many of the

abuses of the peace-time contractor system, and constant

efforts were made to prevent recourse to the black market by

Stricter

607
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the distribution and sale of goods through service channels —

aetiob which also helped to prevent Inflation,

of canteen supplies were received from America, and sold In

canteens at rigidly controlled prices.

Large stocks

lo

Offi

nl

la

The responsibility of the Government for the welfare

of British and Indium troops In the Command Is

accepted, and nearly four lakhs of rupees have been expended
during this period from the Amerltles, Comforts and Entertainment

for the Services Fund on the financing of welfare measures.

The foundation of this fund is a per capita payment for each

airman In the Command, and the sum fixed was determined over

a year ago.

now more or less

Owing to the general rise In prices this sum is

eW

ni

as

!

lo

ris

1
(T

•^0* Inadequate, but airmen have not suffered correspondingly

owing to the donations of certain non-Government organisations.

Tlscount Nuffield Tnist has provided more than twenty tliousand

rupees, and the Air Ministry Comforts Fund £5,000 sterling.

The development of clubs and hostels has largely been made possible

by a gift of one and a half lakhs from H.E. the Viceroy’s ̂ ar

Purposes Fund. Thaless, however, there Is a considerable fall

i■lo

JIVO

I>rfr

4:
:eW

•jjb

In prices. It will be necessary shortly to raise the officialrod

too grants.I
y

In ccMin^tlon with welfare I sho\ild like to record

the interest shown by^the Maharajah of Jodpur and the Nawab of
Bhopal, •rtio not only have made magnificent gifts of money but
also take a personal interest in the welfare of those Royal
Air Force and Indian Air Force units within their states.

)ns

>ns

1(

>o£ MAILS Another factor that has had a beneficial effect

morale has been the reorganisation of mails In the Connand.

The Royal Air Force now has its own postal service, and is

respcmslblle for dealing with all R..A.F. mails. Inland and

By the end of this period,

R.A.F. base post offices a-t Karachi, Bombay, Bangalore, Delhi,
and Calcutta were operating fully..

300 personnel have be«i trained and are now employed in base

postal units, and upwards of one million items are now bei

on

foreign, official and private.

Over twelve officers and

"§08

t
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handled'weekly. B.A. F. post offices are operating at most

^tg^pCiS, and sanction^ has, Received for. the provision of

ptft^e oKnies

sales facilities,
r «a*v:r

one of the major, catises of discontent amonr airman, who have

Siif^exed considerably from the Inefficiency, and in some cases,

dlsl^es^, of the overworked civilian organisation.

soJt|mt these Post Offices may have full postal

ttis lar^e ̂ cale reorganisation has removed
ttma

»

I

of the Bluish, Mathematics, and General Knowledge of the large

niaabers pf Indian airmen now under my command, since their

backgyowd and^jitlook make further education necessary If

they are^to becooe efficient.

Branch of the Indian Air Force has been established, and over

100 Officers and klraen have now been trained or are under training,

these'ifor the most part, will be employed in specifically

T.aI^F. Schools and Units.

The main educational problem has been the improving

To this end a separate E>1ucatlon

j

1

P

a

e

u

o

X

t

1 f

The R.A.F. problea is somewhat differentjAlthough

opportunities for.vocatlonal training such as correspondence

courses or In^.certaln areas, Calcutta for example, classes at

.T

(
>

:d )

di

the Tftilverslty have been provided, these for the most part

The great mass of airmen are somewhatappeal only to the few.

Tl

o

passive in their attitude towards education, but are quite
tS

wllllngjto be Interested or diverted when opportunity permits.

Welfare Kducatlon has, therefore, been developed and has played
■ii

IH a large part in maintaining the morale of men suddenly

transplanted fro® their normal Bigllsh surroundings into tiie

gorgeous" bast.
••■1

malarial swamps and desolate coasts of the II

r.^
(

D^tcu^sion groups and Information rooms have been started In most

IA

•A Y I

large units, and welfare education pamphlets and books distributed

Apart from the educational reference libraries thatwidely,
r-.

have been formed even in the smallest units, libraries of lighter
■ i'

pi
and more readable literature have also been provided,

aim of welfare education Is that It should be carried out, not

by‘specialist officers, but bj' the officers of the unit or

foraatlon concerned; the interest developed among all ranks

indicates that this aim has been achieved.

The ma
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fri. i-O -t her Services. I
of-le

Ihe —In ground defence problem In this Command

bnt been the shortage of manpoeer and the wide area

9^^ Vhloh the nltl—te target of 500 aerodromes In this Command

Ihe solution has been found to consist

In forming a few Mghly trained field sqviadrons and anti-aircraft

flights cn establishments separate from Squadron, *lng, or
-j

Station establlslipents,* and in concentrating these In the areas
1  •<

where enemy attack is most likely,

personnel from the Air Force Stations and formations concerned

general training in local defence under R.A.F. Keglment

A. - ,

will bo scattered.

In all other areas R.A.F.

are gl

'q >,

■> z

(C

re

tb

17

I *to

rn

!d
I

Instmetors.
id

tS

r. A V
-t On 1st July, 1»4S, Air Force domestic policy for the

gro—d defence of airfields and establishments of the Air Forces

in Ibidia was published. Briefly, It was decided that all

If

personnel of the Air Forces in India were to be trained In

I

gronnd defence, and a relatively large number (300) of Defence
(T

Training Instructors (h.C.Os.) were to be provided by the R.A.F.

R.A.F. Reglmaat units, as far as

•*»

Regl—nt for the purpose,

10

>0

manpower linltatlons would permit, were to enhance efficiency

of the Station personnel In defence by providing  a "hard core"

of full-time defenders qualified to furnish the mobile element

Igl station defence,
pwrsonnel should .replace troops,

are to aiigmant the provision made by the Army for the local

groond defence of'airfields and Air Forcesestabllshments.

Responsibility for"general and local ground defence still rests

with the Amy.

It la not the intention that Air Force

The measures now introduced

IB
I

sq

»w

B

i

ii
m

i I

r
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To fulfil these commitments intensive training
‘T-

has been carried out at the R.A.F. Regiment Depot (India),-i t

which has replaced the R.A.F. Regiment School at Secimderabad.

The greater part of the training has been given to British

A limited number of Indian Officers and airmenpersonnel.

I

!
also

have been trained; liismithese In later years will form a nucleus
d

1
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O'Saaisatloo of grotmd defence in India,

the end of the period the formation and training of

R.A.P. Regiment u^ts had to be suspended in order to leave

the Reglamt Depots clear for the accommodation of the Assault

:v

[A

ra

o

H.A.P., all personnel of which have been trained together

In the ground defence role. It is expected shortly, however,

that this Wing will be disbanded and that assault commitments

rl

will carried out by normal R.A. F.. units, who will be given

certain additional training. Despite the commitment of

3

training the Assault Wing, however, five field squadrcns and
q <*, r

60 antlvalrcraft flights have been formed and trained.

addlWon, 300 Defence Training Instructors have been trained and

posted Ihroughout ttie Command to Impart training to other

B.A.P. perscHmel.

checked by Defence Staff Officers who have been posted to

Bengal Cewmand and Groups.

In

The wozk of these Instnictors will be

:s

tl

I

S

I

il

o.

q
CAmXJPLAGE Ho account of aerodrome defence would be complete

without mentioning the camouflage measures that have been
8

:T
(undertaken. Owing to the large number of projects involved

these have been confined to the threatened area comprising the

provinces of Assam, Bengal, Bihar, the southern districts of

Orissa, and a coastal belt of 25 miles from Orissa to Cape

In these parts however the camouflage is on a

Schemes have been prepared for most of the 43

priority airfields and 44 A..M. E. Stations in this area.

Comorin.

wide scale.

H

;n

o

:o

it

q

To obliterate the traces of recent construction

a campaign of grass and creeper growing has been undertaken.

The camouflage of Ihe strips themselves is still the main

difficulty owing to lack of materials, transport, and labour.

Progress has, however, continued and the personnel trained at

the Camouflage School at Calcutta will ensure that units and

tlons themselves do their utmost to organise their own

camouflage.
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• BALLOOf
BMICR

To carry out Its additional commitments, already

enuBoratad In Part II of this Despatch, additlceial

Since

r
4

organisation has been necessary In the Balloon Branch.
f

nearly too thirds of the proposed Plve-Squadron establishment

will be Banned hjr Indian airmen, personnel have been obtained

They have been trained aslargely froB Indian sources,

balloon operators at the Technical Training School, which.
r

established In May, has absorbed the Training Centre at Baroia,

For hydrogen workers facilities have been arranged for a final

The main personnelcourse at Calcutta on hydrogen compression,

>

\

difficulty has been not so much In procuring airmen as in

training them In their respedtlve duties.

1

1

3

I
I

Balloon protection for sixty Merchant vessels and

twelve Fleet Auxiliaries involves the provision of 144 balloons

1

0

V

with appropriate Inflation gear, hydrogen cylinders, and personnel.

Owing to the particular reqiilrements of this task Shore Servicing

Sections have i»d to be established at the four main ports -

BOBbay, Madras, Calcutta, and Vlzagapatam, with a Shore

Sarvlolng Uhlt at Bonbay to act as Headquarters of the Ctxivoy

Pack-ups of eqxiipmont have already beenProtection Schema.

3

0

w

li

■J

q
despatched to their various destinations, personnel sent to nan

the Shore Servicing Sections, and selected N.C.Os. trained to

handle equipment aboard, so that they will be able to instruct
These "Sea Rover"airmen taking*part in the operations.

0

i

IT

»

Pack-ups, quite apart from Convoy protection, can be used by

beach assault balloon parties during amphibious operations.

q

Iz All hydrogen manufacture and compression is undertaken .

In the Command, and four Hydrogen Compressor Units have be<^n formed.

Compressor plants have already been established at Rishra and

Bangalore, but liie plant for the Trlncomalee Unit has been held

temporarily for lack of transport from Calcutta.up

[T
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At the beginning of 1943 Plying Control, apart from

a snail peace-tlae civilian organisation, was

practloally non-existent In the non-operatlcsial areas of a CoTr.and

which, <nrlng to the prlmltlveness of raany of the new airfields

PLYIHO
COWTBOL

and the goieral lack of comrnunlcatlons, some system of control

was vitally necessary,

posts had been established, but there were no personnel available

to nan them.

In operational areas Flying Control

The R.A.F. had agreed to take over the Flying

Control of civil aircraft; and to this end all possible civil

radio facilities were made available to the Royal Air Force,

and twenty-five civil aerodrome officers, with no experience of

R.A.P. control systems, were due to be commissioned in the

Indian Air Force for Flying Control duties,

personnel and adequate equipment was so great that the 10th U.. S.A.-

A.F., being unwilling to pool their own resources, had instituted

their own system ^f control.

But lack of trained

I

The manpower shortage made it difficult to procure

By employing permanently unfit and (on a temporary

basis) surplus aircrew, and by detailing those A. and S. D. of‘'icers,

both British and Indian that could be spared for Flying Control

duties. It eventhally became possible to fill the courses at

the newly-formed School of Flying Ccwitrol (Karachi), which began

operating In the middle of June,

the school have been about twenty per month, and by detailing

surplus navigators in the Command It is hoped ultimately to

raise the output to fifty per month,

officers and N.C.Os. had been trained, but over 150 officer vacancies

and 200 H.C.O. Air Field Controller vacancies still remain to be

Trained personnel have been posted so far mainly for

reinforcement route duties.

personnel.

On an average ou^tuts from

By September about 100

filled.

FlJ-ing Control has been organised on a Section basis

Sections are of various types, depending

f

in the Command,

the facilities required and whether day or night flying Ison

They comprise Control Officers, Airfieldcontemplated.

16i;!
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Controllers, crash crews, alnen of the watch, flare parties,

and look ants, and are provided with M.T.

Sectloie* have been foraed to cover the reinforcement and transport

rentes, and forty sections, all of which will be fully mobile,

for Flying Control in operational areas,

have been nade for the provision of Flying Control at captured

airfields, and complete sections have been formed specifically

for assault duties and equipped with mobile radio equipment

for local control and point-to-point comnunlcatlon, complete
'ua. w

sets of ground signals, and a complete portable flare path and

generator, manufactured locally and fitted on a Jeep.

Thirty-five such

In addition, arrangement

n
>0

tq

it f

ri£ s

=^w

oq

cl

Cl

m
r

a

’«et. l» Developmwnt has been hindered by the total absence

of teleprinter circuits, all Flying Control messages having to

be passed by F/T which, despite the extensive point-to-point

network that has been built up. Is considerably slower.

Another limiting factor has be«i the lack of cable for instituting

nl

90

iil

standard airfield lifting throughout the Command.

IsV however, improving, and already it seems likely that the

lath TJ.S.A.A.F. will agree to pool resources, initially In the

Karachi area.

Forces In the South East Asia Command takes place. Flying Control

facilities In this Command should Improve still more.

The positimn

Fhen the integration of the British and American

9q

acf

oc

nfc

►qo The Increasing scale of the offensive over the

difficult hill country on the Eastern frontier,

where mist and low cloud are common, and over tiie Bay of Bengal,

which Iw liable to cyclonic depressions and disturbances, has made

It essential that accurate meteorological Information should be

available to aircrews if their attacks are to succeed and their

lives not be tmnecessarily risked.

Meteorological services has, however, been hindered by the fact

that no less than three separate organisations, namely the Indian

Meteorological Department and the Meteorological branches of the

R.A.F.“^and TJ.S.A.A.F., are responsible for weather forecasts in

India*

METEOROLOGICAL
SERVICES

The expansion of

nil
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this adn difficulty h** ito some extant been solved

by the foraatlan of the Meteorological Committee (India) to

coHurAiaete the parallel deTelopaent and technical procedure of

Samce and CivU Met. Organisations.

loO

inc

eS

OT

cl

-  * Ihls conatlttee has succeeded In eliminating  a large

aaostt of duplicated weather reports over the Trans-India route,

tt aaet's reghlarly and enstires that the same coding procedure

Is used for all weather reports throughout India,

difficulty has been the dearth of trained personnel,

beglimlng of the period the Royal Air Force Met. Branch

eonprlsed fifteen officers and nine other ranks, and the I.A.F.

Met. Branch fifteen officers and twenty-three other ranks.

By tiie end of Morenber Uie foiner had Increased to eighteen

officers and nineteen other rede, the latter to twenty officers

and fifty-four almen, a certain number of these being provided

by transfer from tte India Meteorological Department,

of all these personnel has taken place at the Meteorological

School at Ambala, and limited elementary training for I.A.F.

pers<xmel at the School of Eastern Warfare at Pocma.

Another

At the

Trainin

The

Is

;ol

ol

98
V.

i98

To

ed

en

ginA

da

al

Cl

I I.-A.-B-. Met. Department still maintains a fairly extensive

organisation In nan-operational areas, and has formed seven
.i '

new forecast centres d\irlng the period.

I
Io'!!
c

The network of Air Force Forecast Centres has

* bem expanded and four new centres formed since June,

are thus s^enteen centres; eleven located in Bengal, five

In Ceylon, aTid one at Jlwanl cn the reinforcement route from

There Is a Reporting Centre in the island

There

the Middle Bast.

'■ *;

33

tt
idw

iIrfw

dl

base of Diego Qarcla, and a Mobile Pilot Balloon unit formed

to provide Met.' data, for A.-A. imits In the Manipur Road area.

The most important development, however, has been the formation

ef four Met. Flights (upper air temperature) located at Allpore,

Delhi, Bangalore, and Ceylon,
fozhatlon of these Flights, and Bengal Command during the

aensocn period felt their absence ccmslderably.

'  alrcrmft, however, are being suitably modified, and It is hoped

that all Flights will soon be <^eratlonal.

There has been delay In the

Blenheim

615
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this d«v«l(^ait has been co-ordinated with that
i

M  theatres> and liaison visits have been made to

and the'U.S.
9

iMtr^, Washington,
3

V

AIB-8ZA
HESCOB
DBVki^OPMKB'f

to a shortage of Alr-Gea rescue marine

craft and the coaplete absence of s<iuadrons whose

rescue work, operational squadrons8«*le ftmctlon Is Air-sea

(Srlnarlly long-range Gen
r

eral Reconnaissance Squadrons) have
been (bilged to carry out all Air-Sea Rescue commitments In

t
the

. and the 10th U.S.A.A.F. ACoMhOd, both for the R.A.Fb

f division of responsibility allots specific areas to each

squadron,^ and the rtiole of the Indian Ocean trade routes
5

South

of Ceylon and the Arabian Seaif
are now covered,

arrangenents for the rapidly expanding Fleet Air Arm

of the Bastem Fleet have become the

Headquarters, and It Is expected that

coast outside the Mediterranean will be allotted
additional task.

Al

responsibility

coverage of th

to

r/Sea Rescue
!

comp on ait

5

of my
I

e African

i
us as an

3

The development of specifically A.S.R. units has,
however, gone a^ad under the expanded A.S.H. Section of Air
Staff and the new organisation section

with marine requirements.

that deals entirely

Bengal Command, No. 225

i

['

, and

Ho. 222 Qronps all have trained officers posted to them.

Four Air Sea Rescue Units out of the twenty approved by

Air Ministry are forming, two to operate from Chittagong
(one of whldi Is for forward duty on detachment at Cox’s Bazaar),
one froB the lAiaara River to cover the Sunderbans

the

area at the

j

4
mouth of the Ganges, and one from Turk’s Head,

craft have arrived, and the two Chittagong units

to strength.

Six marine

are now up

A squadroi of tferwlck aircraft has been approved
and Is expected to be operational within tJie next few months.

This squadron will operate in detachments based on Amarda Road,
the Ftol Area, Ceylon, and Bombay, and w44h- five Walrus aircraft

will also be available to supplement the Warwicks. All these

units, ̂ en they become fully operational, will relieve the
I

burden at the moment borne almost entirely by G..R. Squadrons.

616 t/'
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The derilopment outlined In the previous paragraphs

(What by lack of personnel and ancillary

Training facilities have, however, been arranged

for botJi H.A.F. and I.A.F. aotor boat crews and Safety

Equlpiiwnt workers^ ftiulpaent maintained by Squadrcns has
tilt,

been decked. The nomination of officers responsible for

Alr/^a Bescue work' In each Squadron will ensure both that

air crews are well briefed on procedure and that equipment is

Signals procedure has been

has be«i hampered

equipment.

maintained efficiently.

t

1

K
rr

e

)

cf

re<^anlsed and ten High Frequency Directionel Finding Stptions

have been allotted exclusively to Alr/Sea Rescue work.
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1 E A B I.  , "sa- FOUR
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g_OHCLnsTnN
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The events recorded In this Despatch

so close In tine that it Is difficult to view then with

the dlspassicmate gaze of a historian.

South East Asia Coramand is, however,

in the development of air power in India since the

are st

The formation

1
ill

I

f  of

so decisive a landmark

war began,

that it is reasonable to recapitulate some aspects of our

L

(

r

progress.

Since the Japanese declaration of war, the.Air

expansion has perhaps been greater here than in

theatre.

any other

When our forces came out of Burma eighteen mont:

ago the Air Force was in a parlous state,

fourteen battle-weary squadrons, most of them sadly depleted
and many with obsolete types of aircraft and with few

•is

We had about

reserves behind them. Batches of Air Force personnel,

disorganised and unequipped, had contrived to escape to

India after our defeat in Malaya and the Dutch Fast Indies.

Apart from the ftima Squadrons there was only the handful

of obsolete service aircraft and converted air liners that

had composed the former Air Forces in India. A small and

out-of-date malnt«aance organisation, designed to keep the

handful of watch and ward squadrons together on the North

West Frontier, existed in the North West, many hundreds of

miles from the scene of operatlcxis east of Bengal,

was threatened in the North West, the North East, and in the

South, and our limited resources had to be stretched to meet

India

M
any contingency.

Since that black period much has been achieved.

Easter Day 1942 our Hurricanes beat off tlie naval bombe

despatched from the Japanese Battle Fleet to attack Ceylon.

Then came the mcansoon, which gave us four or five vital

months In which to consolidate our position,

on the previous pages shows that this respite was not wasted.

rs

The record

for In these months were laid the foundations upon which our

618
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present strangthis based.

There are now 285 airfields complete and ready

for operations, of which no fewer than 204 possess one or mo^e

all-weather runway. A maintenance and training organisation

up with a view to still greater expansion.

Squadrons have been re-equipped with more modem aircraft,
and our Order of Battle

has been built

now musters some sixty squadrons,

plus many ancillary, training, repair, and administrative units
behind then.

This unprecedented expansion has played a vital
part in the defence of India. Apart from a few Isolated

raids on the Calcutta area and Oie East Coast ports, the

cities of this country have not yet known what air bombardment

means - in the sense that^ploples of the V?est know,

seaborne raids have ever been directed against the coastline,
and OTi the Eastern frontier the enemy lias been held back

forced to fight on Burmese territorj'^.

the war in the East will depend to a large extent on India’s

capacity and stability as a basej much has be^n in f-

past two years to increase this capacity and secure this

stability."

No

and

The future course of

lO

formation of South East Asia Command ha.s

also brought about the much-needed integration of the American

and British Air Forces in India. With the 'ilddle Ea.st

and North /.frlcan amalgamation as a model our respective st;-.ffs

are"endeavouring to make the integration so-effectlve that ri
the British and American Forces will become a single striking

force under Inlfora operational control. Plans are alr-^ady

being put into effect for the division of most of the units

In Bengal and Assam Into a Strategic and a Tactical Air

Supply dropping and airborne forces commitments

will be regiilated by a Troop Carrier Conmand, photographic

reconnaissance by the new Photographic Reconnaissance F

Force.

ore 9.

619
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All these components will

formed Eastern Alp Command,
Stratemeyer, U.S.A.A.F.,

his Deputy Air Commander.

co

wit
as

me under the control of the newly-
T’, ^ i

comm^ded by Major-General George E.

h Air Vice Marshal T. M. Williams

At all levels from Air Command

Headquarters downwards there will be an exchange of British

and American Staff Officers and, as far as possible, uniform
Methods of signalling and reporting and a pooling of available
services.

Mentiwi has already been made of the new Air

Headquarters, India Command, into which

of the Indian Air Pcrt'ce has been absorbed.Other planning
Includes the formation of three new Groupn' a maintenance Group

tq6o-ordlnate maintenance activity In stern India,
relieve Ho. 226 Maintenance Group of responsibilities which

geography has made It difficult to fulfil, a new Transport

Group to develop internal trunk lines in India, and to control

all aircraft ferrying activities, and the new No. 231 Hea’/y

Bomber Group which will control the Royal Air Force component

of the Strategic Air Force.

tlie Inspectorate General

and to

A

I have already mentioned our urgent ne«d of an

increasing flow of the most modern aircraft. Spitfires

have established Incontestable superiority over Japanese

fighters since they were first used In India at the end of

Mosquitoes are now indispensable as photographic

reconnaissance aircraft and for long range offensive action

against the enemy lines of communication,

our requirement of reccmnaissance aircraft capable of

covering Halaya from Ceylon, and of Transport aircraft Im

large numbers to maintain our own lines of communications.

Hhen the flow of aircraft Increases, and the favourable course

of the war In Europe makes It probable that this will happen

soos, our capacity to wage air war effectively will be more

than doubled.

October.

There is moreover fi

b‘20
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In conclusion I should like

real gratitude for the constant help a

1
to express my very

nd advice that 1 have

recelTed fron H.E. 0«ieral Sir Claude
Senior Staff Officers.

Auchlnleck and his

It Is with great regret that we
[I

leawe his Comand. In particular I should like to recordB

■7 appreciation of the woric of Major General
M.C.,

H. E. Roome,

aiglneer-ln-Chlef; G.H.Q., India, and
C.S.E., D.S.O., M.C., Deputy

R

Brigadier W.E. Hasted, C.i.E.,
&igineer-ln-Chlef. My thanks are also due to Major General
F.J. Alflerl, D.Q.M.G.(Air), for his help and co-operation.

H

0

I must also express my especial gratitude to
Mr. C.M. Trlvedl, C.S.I.,
of the War Department, and Mr.

C.I.E., O.B.E., I.C.S., Secre

1

i tary

S.H. Russell, O.B.E., I.C.S.,
and to Sir James

•r

Additional Deputy Secretary, War Department;3

Pltkeathley, K.C.I.E., C.M.G., C.B.E., D.S.O., Director-

General of Aircraft Production, Supply Department, and
Mr. A.A. Waugh, C.S.I., C.I.E., lyQ.S., Secretary of thee

Stq>ply Department.
o

Wmerous civilians and officials of provincial
governments have performed Invaluable service to the

Forces In India, notably the late Sir John Herbert,
of Bengal.

Air

Governor

The names of officers and airmen of this Command
upon whom I recommoid that various honours and
CMiferred are attached.

awards be

These names have already been
submitted to His Excellency the C<Mimander-in-Chlef for

r_i

Inclusion In his despatch.

28nd March, 1944.
<\1r South East Asia. Air Chief Marshal,

Allied Air Commander-In-Chief.

621
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IBMaOM F/0. J.D. HASSELL,
H.L. WINDER,
R.B. HAWTHORNE,
W.C. KEMP,

W.R.S. EDGFLOW,
G.G. PANTRY,
J.G. CHFW,
T.V. IRWIN,
C.E. COOK,
S. DAWFON,

E.L. HARVEY,
E.W. COMINS,

R.L.C. FISHER,
J.C. LAWRENCE,
A.D. McLaren, d.f
R.w. HOLBFRTON,
W.L. CROSSING, DSO.
G.B. DOW'NIE,

(119742).
(1326383).
(1496439).
(U72281) .
(100758).
(958662).
(614944).
(967277).

(120221b).
(1479929).
(1123707).
(84359).

(14241).
(73972).
C. (4U40).
(Aus.Z04482).

j^DSC.,;tu,0,0).

Cpl.
Cpl.II
LAC.

PKPATCHlp A/F/L.
LAC.

¥ Sgt.
LAC.
LAC.
ACl.

Cpl.
A/S/l.
A/G/C.

A^/C.
A/S/L.
I/S/L.
Sgt.

I

I

- f

f

I

1

M

I
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APPENDIX I.

L.IS. •P 0 P- c E S UL T w p I A.
ACr.

n flt n iTimr

AIR HPTftTyjUA.RTERS. TTPy DELHI. INDIA
■T

T ^ ^

-^Alr Chief Marshal Sir Richard E.
Deputy A.O.C-in-C.

E. C. Pelrse, K.C.B., A.F.C.

- Air Marshal Sir Guy Garrod, K.C.B.,
M.C.,

Air Marshal Sir J.E.A. Efeldw^n,
K.B.E., C.B., P.S.O.

er - Air Vice Marshal J.W. Baker, C.B.,
M.C., D.P.C.

- Air Vice Jtorshal A.C. ColJier,
C.B., C.R.E,

C:irtr>r, A.E.C.

Air Connoioro D’Arcy Po’.\r>r, M.P.

O.B.E.,
P.F.C.

on

Air Coranodore P.F.cer -

c®r —

/

Air Officer on Special Duty -

Senior Air Staff Offic

Air Officer Admlnistrati

Chief Malntemnce Off!

Principal Medical Offi

p.o r m a t i O n( ..

Zfl.?3ittiqn

Air H.Q. Bengal,
Barrackpore.

Wo. 221 Group,
Calcutta.

ti Air Officer Co^--ardlnr.

Air Vice Marshal T.M.wmiams,
O.B.E., M.C., P.E.C.

Air Comnodore B.V.HoTrlev.

I Control of Nos.
221 & 224 Groups.

Heavy and Medium
Bombers and the
defence of Calcutta.

'I

i%

I

1

Wo. 224 Group,
Chlttagmig.

No. 222 Groifl?,
Ceylon.

Fighters and
Wight bombers.

G.H. Operations
and defence of
Ceylon.

G.R. Operations
and defence of
South India.

Operations on the
W.W. Frontier.

CkKitrol of Repair
and maintenance
Organisations.

Technical, n<Mi-
technlcal and
flying training

Air Comnodore A.Gray, M. C.

Air Vice Marshal A. Lees,
C.B.E., D.S.O., A.».r,

Wo. 225 Group,
Bangalore.

Air Commodore P.. H.'^ac’nvorth.
P.f'.C.

Wo. 223 Group,
Peshawar.

No. 226 Groupi
Palam, Delhi.

Air Comnodore H..T.P.Hunter, ■
C.B.E., M.C.

Air Commodore L.M. Tics,
C.B.E., A.’*'.i\

if\
!•

Ho. 227 Group,
Bombay.

Air Comnodore F.J. Vincent,
C.B.E., n.F.c.

ifc

i
Senior Air Staff Officer of
Air Force Component.
Air Comnodore ■ellSeaborne attack

on Burma.
H.Q. Indian
Expeditionary
Force.

A-K.C.
. V
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APPENDIX II.

aircraft average monthly

ACC0!©ING to role and

STRENGTH

PERCrajTAGF, SERVICEA3ILITY

JUNE TO NOVEMBER 194S

bbcgai
June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov.

niters & Fighter
Bonbers.I

Average strength
% Serviceability

185.3

73.05?
173.8

71.35?
135.3

69.35S
153.4

67.6:?
173.3

67.0'!
?06.5

75.5?5

Bombers.

1

i Average strength
% -Serviceability

80.1

58. S,'!
92.1

66.1%
92.5

68.5%
95.7

52.7%
07.3

65.3%
82.2

70.3%
)

I

G.R, Transport &
P.R. Squadrons.

Average strength
% Serviceability

66. S*

58.5%
62.3*

63.7%
33.3

69.5%
35.6

59.0%

* Nos.99 and 215 Squadrons should be regarded as
G.R. for June and July, though they are really
bvwnber squadrons.

41. S

55.5<
37.

!G.

8
I 6%

L

r

>

GENERAL COli!iEKTR;

Fighters and Fighter-Bombers

(S. E.) At tlie commencegient only Kbrricanes and one
Squadron of Mohawks were operating. 3y the end of the
period, two squadrons of Spitfires were operating (i.e.
607 and 615 Squadrons fran middle of October).

(T. E.) Beaufighters (Coastal) increase>^ from one to tv;o
squadrons (9th September).

Bombers

99 and 215 (Wellington) carried out a greater proportion
of sea recces during the first two or three months.
Gradiial increase in the nunber of bombing sorties
particularly during October and November.

One squadron was operating at the
ment, but this was increased to three squadrons wtiich
moved into forward areas as necessary,
forward at the end of the period.

Vengeances. conmence'w

wer
All three were

I

)

f

i

r_1
[

e ,

Three squadrons of Blenheims were operating at the
commCTicement, but the Blenheim effort gradually died out
as the squadrons were moved away for re-equipment. The
last squadron left at the end of August.

Liberators. Only one squadron was operating, and its
serviceability remained consistently low. It is believed
that this is due to changes in armament being carried out
at the xmit, and to the fact that the souadron was
obliged to "carry" a number of unserviceable aircraft,
which were subsequently transferred to the Conversion
Unit.
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THE ■J.

k^ECRAPT a nn>TA CO^LHAriU On: -

23rd Jim«. ^9A%.
(

17th Nov. 1943,

•MT fd. .

t»f V,-.

?I iMder
repair

At nylng or In
iiQiti.

Ifcider
repair

At Plying or in
Storage. Thtal. Ihita. Storage.

643 1088

r

-.j

323 607 445RivrleaBe

Spitfire

Vohaek
2

Beaofl^ter

BMufort

Bleanheta

■9sqnlto

Hltohell

IjMBdEr

Anster
JiCi-

Vflogeance 121

Ii^berator
Halifax^ „

Laneaeter

WeUlngtMi

O^ota^' •
SodW
»'.C.*2 6 5

Catalina

Banrard

Anaon

344

* 8

16

2T“

33
n-i

913^
* U

<7

2

10

16

•I-

81

26
M. S

70
1 ■ ■

3

60

73

14

s *
A

I. 6'a. 15313 i 60 93i
2

- €8 51 6514
r*

63 i*" 90 71 16392-:
C

30^*A I 9663 37 59t:v
^1A

119 165210 64 229
r

0 2 122 .  9 . 3-i::

42 4

35 . «134 44 6-A
4

Sf ■J.
■t

4 4

587 572316 437 135!

■J

8 20 18 6951 ii
r

2 2

2 c.

•'V73 58 102 160104"i..

■J

3 10029 91 9.C ' .  ■ i
c

53 73 117123 44
■ •i.s

i13 16 8 8

60 55 6 61

!|
140 29882 ,, 155

11 “’25

158
t

3745 82

r
153 325 373184 189172Mlsc.

- .

X ^ 1,330 2,463 2,114 3,6991,5851,116

oe -•
’ •it eii*

I
’4
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COPY OF PERSONAL SIGNAL FOR C.A.S.

FROM AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR RICHARD PEIRSE.

You will be aware of somewhat discoura2ing result of
encounters with Japanese on bomb raids Chittagong and

Imphal at opening of batting season. Japanese followed usual plan
of bringing In formations of 20 plus bombers escorted by ten or
dozen fighters at 20.000 to 25,000 feet. Warning although best
possible under conditions failed in both cases to give Hurricane
and Uf^iavrk squadrons sufficient time to reach altitude and obtain
favourable tactical position with result that we failed to break
up attack or inflict appreciable casualties.

I

• § On day following second of these raids against Imphal,
Spitfires in re-equipped 615 Squadron first came into action against
Japanese recce aircraft "Dinah” which has performance apvroac’-'inE
that of Mosquito. Spitfires made model interception and shot enei!^'
aircraft down in flames over Chittagong. A second»feimilar aircraft
was intercepted and shot down into sea off same place by sane
Squadron yesterday. Doth interceptions made at 50,001 fe S
clearly achieved full tactical surprise as well as confiniing our
hopes of superioAy of Spitfires ca'-er best aircraft Japanese can
at present bring against us.

3!!ffect on Command has been electric. T:;-.:

Spitfire Squadrons now re-equipping should be in operation ■Hefore
end of month, and am confident they will cause decisive dertriction
if they have fair chance against Japane'^c bombers when Uio" first
meet them.

•o furL'-.er

There will inevitably be reaction amongst hurricane
squadrons which must still form greater part of our fighter i^orce
when they have practical proof of inferiority of their aircraft
and confirmation their long held conviction that if only they could
be given,Spitfires lllce their colleagues they could make equally
brilliant show.

There is no doubt in my mind that Hurricane inferir in
performance to current Japanese types. llnlers, therefore, i can
assiire a sufficient force of Spitfires to provide too cover the^'O
is little hope of Hurricanes being able to deal

■Y?e may thus prejudice success of land/air operations tiiis
cold "weather which rests on our ability to maintain favoui'a^lc air
situation.

even with .iaoanese
bcKBbers.

r

TIevT Japanese Army 0.2. Fighter "Tojo
operating in China has been Initially rated b
Spitfire ■'/Til see our INT.560 £/Nov.

air'- ady
U.S.A. ft..F. Ml j ent

estimate pc 'TTr ance
confirmed and production possible any numbers we shall no -d best
type available future flow if we are to hold our own ever, -ith
Spitfires.

If ti

1
Naturally v.-ill do utmost to maintain ;aor:-lc.

■Efficiency liurricane squadrons remain.'^ hirh at present, i-'ut
earnestly enlist your support to assure me Spitfire allocations and
flow as requested my A.522 9/Nov. Moreover if I can operate
adequate force of Spitfires this campaigning sec.son a- convinced

can malce such impression on Japanese air effort or seriously
to effect whole future strategy this theatre.
we

}

(Kef; .ftnC.G7H. : .^/yuv)

i# S
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APPENDIX V.

DISPOSITIONS OF Si.UA:\kOWP OF THE 10th U.S.A.A.f.

im Nn\yBfBER

sa bsiaR. PAJiPAVKP»AB..

9th Bomb Sq (H).B.24s(Liberators) 9th Bomb Sq.(H).B24s.(Liberators
493rd Bomb Sq. (H). B.24s. 436th Bomb Sq(H)B24s.(Liberators

(Liberators) 492nd Bomb Sq(H)B24s.(Liberators
493rd Bomb Sq(H;324s.(Liberators
7th Photo Sq.

9th Photo Sq. (L)

mm DINJAW

26th Fighter Sq.P.40s.(Kittyhawks) 2nd Troop
26th Plater Sq.P.40s. (Kittyhawks)

CHAKULIASSASgUA

Carrier Sq.C.47s 8
(Dakotas). j

Sq.(M)B25s.(jtttchells).
Sq. (M) B25 s (M1 tchell s ) .

21st Bomb

491st Bomb
22nd Bomb Sq(M)B.25s ("dtchells).
491st Bomb Sq(M)B25s (Mitchells).

BISUfAPTTP.

436th Bomb Sq. (H). B.£4s (Liberators).

OWDAL

490th Bomb Sq. (H). B.£5s (Mitchells).

PANAQA^H

492nd Bomb Sq. (h) B.£4s (Liberators).

Det. of nth Bomb Sq. (M) B.25s
(Mitchells).

KURMITOLA

490th Bomb Sq(M)B25s (Mitchells).
Det. of nth Bomb Sq. (m) P.25s

(Mitchells).

ii

HEItIlL_CKINA

16th Fighter Sq. P.40s (Kittyhawks).

IG. CHINA

nth Bomb Sq. (M) B.25s (Mitchells).

YAWGKAT. CHINA

2nd Troop Carrier

lA'ijJLM.

Sq. C.47s
(Dakotas)

1NAWADIH

5£3th Fighter Bomber Fq.A.36s
(Mustangs).

529th Fighter Bojnber Sq. P.51s.
(Mustangs).

530th Fighter Bomber Sq. P.51s
(Mustangs).

SOOKERATITiG

89th Fighter Sq.P40s(Klttyhawks)
1st Troop Carrier Sq.C47s(Dakotas

1BUA

Tighter Sq.P.40s (KittyhawksM
90th Filter Sq.P.40s (KittyhawksK

459th Fighter Sq.P.38s (Lightnings



APfljt^Diy VX.

ESTIMATED ENEMY SCALE OF EFPOHT

lATRING 1943

INDIA - BTTMA THEATRE

i

Includes attacks on YUNNAN by aircraft
normally based In

gnaiA. SIAfi. YALAYA.

S OR T I E S

• c

Month Fighters Bombers Recces Mlsc. TOTAL

JANUARY 63 72 15318

FEBRUARY 143 103 26513

MARCH •175308 38 521

APBIL S08 278 36 622

MAX 258 163 27 448

JUR 1916 3

30JOLT 26 4

AUGUST 2918 2 9

66SEPTEMBER 41 16 9

267154 62 40 11OCTOBER

37179 31 • 21NOTSMBER 240

5 608162 29DECEMBER 412

,1

55 33991987 1094 263TOTAL

I
The period under review only extends fr<Mn
the Biddle of June to the middle of November.
For purposes of comparison, details for the
rest of the year have been Included.

MOTE;

u
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APPBIDIX VII

iai.8TBffiOTa mu gOWiAMP-/L*. >

l.«. aircraft In milts folly opa^^^tional and deployed for
oparatloni.(

MpyiMBBRJure

Total
SirgQgth. Sarrlceable.Strang^» Surzlc^a^.

Total

156196Hurricane 229 165
• o

1013lohaak 15 14

4048Spitfire

Beauflghter

Blenheim

26541017

3246

33432748Yoigeance

Beaufort

Hudson

Vailington

Liberator

Catalina

Spltflre(Fhoto.Becce) 8

losqultoC ”

B.25

■ItdMll ■

31

17

29

16

52

.  )

2

233716

12

253316

122810

334932

7106

35

241

370519340Total 509

I

I
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APi^KMDIX VUi.

SPECIAL, OhPKri OK THR ntv I

ilBJQCE T. tf LLIAMS M.C.. D.F.C.

I

no tonight (I5th Novoraber) I hand over my

▼ear and Privilege to command you for almost a
!I® ^®®“ mainly engaged in building

T  ̂® ^^“® ^orce it is today. Last^L. 1 January we had to reorganise our Groups and subordinateOBunands to meet new operatio;ial commitments. We moved many units
our first experience of operating from kutcha strips,

w si^iply and maintaiance organisation was building up, andthe very extensive and complete radio location and warning
system was introduced. The many burdens placed on \inlts as a
wtole, ^d on individuals, were cheerfully borne, and all
dlfficiiltles overcone. The result was that by March we had
gauiM complete mastery in the air in our war theatre, and have
retained ever since.

El • i
V

3

3 »

3

There followed the Moasoon period, when we confounded
®11 the prophets, and Indeed the knowledgeable people in this
country, by maintaining a high scale of operational effort
though the whole period. Moreover, such was the skill and
detemlnatlon of aircrews, and the reliability of aircraft and
engines, that we only lost one aircraft in the whole period,
other than from enemy action. There is no need for me to detail
any of the results of our air action, since the dally bulletin
gave account of it all. Suffice it to say that I consider the
air action by BHfOAL COMMAND during the past 12 months in
denying lines of communication to the enemy will eventually
prove to have been one of the deciding factors In the war out
here.

7

a

a
)

V

j

D

o

Aircrews had the thrills of the chase to urge them
on, we on the staff had the ordering and subsequent reporting
of their sorties, but all of us realise that the successes
have had were only made possible by the magnificent work of
maintenance personnel, and the whole ground organisation. In
particular, I want to praise our radio location and observer
corps units, who have carried on in outlying and inaccessible
posts throughout the Monsoon, in many cases having to be fed by
air. For these maintenance personnel, and all ground staffs,
no praise is too high, and I can only say. Inadequately, "^ell
done*.

we

M

a
V

Finally, I wish to express my thanks to all ranks
in the Command for the magnificent manner in which they have
backed me up. I have paid many visits to ray units during my
period In Command, and I have always been most struck by the

•optimistic outlook of everyone, and the universal cheerfulness
of all ranks, most particularly during the Monsoon,
you lived in conditions of great discomfort during the rains,
but never a grouse did I get anywhere.

I know I am handing over to your new Air Officer
Commanding a very formidable and determined fighting force,
and I know you will serve him with all the lyalty you have shown
me, which only enphaslses my logical conclusion that it is all
up with the Japs in this theatre.

TTiank you all, and good luck.

Many of

1

15th November 1943.
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DISPOSITION OF SQUADRONS

lA,. ac.;«,n AND CERTAIN KEY UNITS IN
INDIA & CEYLON
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