FLYING

TRAL THS

ROCI.

_‘The Story of Aviation at Gibraltar

Intellipgence Section,
Lir Headgquarters,
Royal Air Force,
Gibraltar.

Lugust 1945,

19011945,



4l

THE STRAG ROCIC.

"Somztimes we see a cloud that's dragonish;

4 vapour sometime like 2 bear or lion,

4 tower'd citadel, a pendant rock."

Shakespeare (Anthony and Cleopatrn)
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FORSWORD.,

While making inquiries early in 1944 about some sspect of the con-
struction of North Front's rumway it was found that no narzetivs or acoonnk
exished in Gibraltar of that remarkable achievements The Tacks cculd be
ascertained only by examination of meny files.

This gave Air Headquarters the idee of writing the story of Horth
Front. Initiel research quickly showed that story to be exceptionally
interesting; and as the search of files proceeded it went further and
further back into the years. Soon it was cleer ihat the story must be-
oome one of aviation on the Rock and not mercly of & single cvents To
mpleto it sometaing must also be told of Royel Air Force operations at
~wralter in the 193945 war, as Gibralter was the essential stepping
sone between the United Kingdom and the North African cempaign. Research
passed from files to published books, for the relation of modern evertis
to history is elways worth examination. As a result the story of aviation
at Gibralter begins in the year 16561 It is claimed that this connection
over the centuries is not too far-fetcheds Reference iz &lso made to more
recont history because although the reason for building North Front can be
#ound without going further back than 1940 its existence cannpt properly
he appreciated without knowledge of its background in Gibroltar's polis-
jenl, military and civil career, and of the private and public opinion
agoinst which it rose to be one of Britain's groatest assets in the war
ageinst Germony and Italy.

) IR

Little eppears to heve been said or written anywhcoro about Royal Air
Force operations Lirrom Gibraltar in the war against the lazis and their
Ttelion followers: 4 great deal has been told about Malta, Bicily, North
Afvice and other war arcas in the ilediterranesn where nvenis were spectac—
ulers The Rock's only spectacle hes becn its rumway stretching 575 yards
into the ses, and it has produced little public drema, but has becn con-=
cerned with secrct things which were important enough bub had to be con=
cealed bocause of the cnemy ot the gates. These gates vwere the Spanish
frontier bohind which the enemy weited patiently in the hope thot some of
ths thoustnds of Spanish people returning each evening from work in Gib-
raltar vould deliberately or umwittingly provide informsbion about Lllied
plens. That the enemy did not know what was hoppening in Gibrelitar and
failed to find out through cspionnge is a tribute to the impenctrable
scourity barricrs. He could depend upon little morec than the eyes and
cars of Spenicrds. It wos important that thesc Spaniards should sece and
hear nothing thot would tell Germany what Gibreliar was doing in the war,
bucause on.shat Hitler knew about Gibraltar might depernd the amount of
pressure he brough% to bear on General Franco to amrae 0 or sunoork any
operations in Southern Spains  Therefore, not ovea Guu Bppuves ol Public
Relations could produce anybhing excopt hammless infommetion about what
wos happening on the Rocks

Such n need for scourity has provented the operational poriion of

“is story from Locoming complete ond accurate, for when resceérch was

:gua In the local rocords the lomentable discovery wWos made that scarco-
ly ony debeiled account existed of any of the operations of the Royal Air
Force. The official histories, bare ond unexciting documents ot any
time, had observed & high sense of security and passed off arcot events,
which they had 4o record at the time, with cautious scnienoces such as
"operations were continued in connection with the Horil: African landi- ="«
Research wes made into as many cf Gibraltar's documensc as were avail-
£ ie at Air Headquarters, Fortress Headquarters on 4ho Colonial Secrct-
ariat, ond convorsations were held with some of Cibraltar's long-~term
Service and civilian residents. llost of what the papers and the people
had to tell is herce Tt is admitted that geps may cxist which can be
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tilled only from information available in the War Office and Air Ministry
rchives or in the memory of people who were in Gibraltar when events
neppencds At the least, the story brings most of these cvents together
for the first time ond can be accepted as a genersl sccount of how fiying
and the Royal Air Force came to the Rock of Gibreltar.

4LLr Headcuarters,
Gibraltar,

1st August, 1945.



OFFICERS AND ATR OFFICERS

CORUNDING

ROYAL AIR FORCE GIERaLTARH.

Lir Adviser to Rear Admiral Gibraliar.

Wing Commander E,a. Blake M.M. 11 th sepfember 1939 - 26th september 193%.
(0fficer Cormanding No. 202 Squadron).

Officers Commanding No. 200 Group.

Greup Captain F.E.P. Barrington 26th scptember 1939 - March 1940,
Group Captain fi.D. Rogers, C.EB.E, 4.F.C, March 19,0 -~ August 1941,
Group Captain R. Helley, D.F.C., 4.F.C. susust 1941 -  December 1941,

Lir Officers Comxanding, Royal Air Force Gibraltar.

Air Cormodore S.P. Simpson, C.B.E., }.C. December 1941 =~ February 19 L.
(promoted Air Vice Marshal september 1943).

Air Vice Mershal W. Elliot, C.B., C.B.E., D.F.C. February 1944 - June 194k.

Lir Vice Marshal A.C. 3tevens, C.E. June 1944 -
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GIERALIAR OQVTRAST,

These photogrephs illustrate the trensfomation wrought at
North Front by the building of the sirficlds  The upper
photograph wes taken just after the 1914-1918 wer, and shows
the racecoures [upper right) and Viotoria Gerdens (upper cen-
tre), the destruction of which was necessary before the air-
field could be builte There was muc;h official and private
orgument sbout this between 1932 and 1940. The lower one

was takan in 1945,




FLYING FRG THE ROCK.

PART ONE - 1901-1939.

"Progress, therefore, is not an scecident

it & necessity ——————a—it

Herbert Spencer.



PART OIE. 1201-1939.

I - Early Historieal Bagkground,

It is alweys intriguing, if sometimes profitless, to observe how
modern events are influenced by the deoisions or aciions of individuals
wl;: lived many centuries carliers One can mlkc such fasoinating
claimsa

In the history of Gibraliar, for example, it nay be nsserted with
some Jjustificstion in fact that the Royal,Air Force wos zble to operate
frem the Rook during the 1939-45 war, and mlke an invaluable contribu-
tion to the defeat of Germany and Italy in Africa and the Mediterranean,
only beccuse one of Oliver Cromwell's ships ves coptured by the

nish in the year 1656. If the ship hod not been captured, then
Gibraltar might have been an island without the flat mils of land
which conneets it %o gpain and on which Britoin yus able to build in
1942 the only serodrome from which its enemies could be reached in
Africa and the Mediterrancan, Oromwell vanted fto capture Gibraltar
and dig 81l the flat ground away until the sea came in., There is not
mioh on record about his scheme, bui samuel Pepys remorks in his Naval
Minntos that either gir Riohard Haddock or Sir John Narborough once
told him thot "had not the ship which ves sent by Oliver with spades and
wheelba rrovm been taken, he hd cortainly taken Gibraltar and made it
an island,’

It my also be claimed as true tlnt when the doughty Brifish
Admiml, Sir Goorge Rooke, deoided to capture Gibroltar in 170k in
order to give his merincs apomething to do, afier they had failed %o
land the Hapsburg Archdnke Charles at Barcelona to obtain the Spanish
throne, he did his country a greater service than anyone reolised until
noarly 240 years laters Without Gibraltar it is doubtful if General
Fisenhower in 1942 could have bepun the African mampaign which contri-
buted so much to the end of the war and of the evil doefrines which
were destroying Buropes For it was only from Gibraltar that the
airoraft could be provided to gusrd the straits against U-Boats, assist
the relief convoys to reach Mnlta, shoot down German bombers, escort
the inwaaion forces and carry the paratroops to 4Africa and later to
gouthern France, If Gibraltar had not been British none of our alr-
craft could have got anywhere near the eneny.

History shows thnt posscssion of Gibraltar has not always been
apprecinted by the Brivish, and here ajnin these are facts which have
an interesting bearing on the circumstonces under vhich the R.4.F came
to Gibraltars For nearly 240 years the wisdam of Britain in capturing
and retuining Gibraltar has been argued in Western Europe amd in
America. One side has stated that the Rock hos no commeroial and very
little military value, and should be returnsd o 3pain in exchangs for
wider and more mamageable tervitory on the southern shore of the
straitae The other has been accused of sentimontality becouse it has
insisted that Gibraltar is & symbol of British strength and prestige
with @ practical volue which will last %o the end of time., It is a
fortunate thing that the “sentimontalists® won.

From the enrlicst days the "prctical man" ves opposed to our
posscssion of Gibraltars He had some arguments in his favours
Trouble began after thp Anglo-gpanish Treaty of Ulirecht in 1713 which
gave the Rock, harbour and tovm %o the British, but reserved for Spain
tho torritory round about. Once on tho Rock the British claimed that it
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became their property through conquest 2nd not diplomacy. The Spanish

would not accept that point of view, although they yielded it formally;

anfl they always insisted that the treaty would be revoked if England

did not sbide hy its feomas. This wos never a serious threat

until 1939, when 3-anish objections to the scrodrome construction at North

{F;“Ibﬂntli;ight Imw found it on execuse to allow the Germans fo attack
ibraltare.

The British soon discovered that Gibraltar ad 1little real value
as o military or commercial outpost and that no solid reconciliation
with spain could be possible as long @s Britain held it. Possession
of Gibraltar did not preserve or promote Britain's trade with gpain,
but helped to engender no less than five Anglo-gSpanish woers between
1713 and 1769, wars that curtsiled or elimincted gpanish trade for
cxtended periods.  Contemporariss frequently crificised Gibraltar
as an expensive luxury for which Britain received no commensurate
returns The siuge of 1779-83 showed once more thati so long 2a the
defenders of the Rock could command the sea the place vos virtually
impregnable for anyone who wished to retonin it. One result of this
was to increasse the British pride in Gibraltar and ite strength, and
to end all possibility of it being surrondered shart of notional
collapses Thot was onother ciroumstance which had a direct effect on
Gibraltar in this latest var.

Informed "expert" opinion still said Gibraltar vms valueless.
The man in the street was of the opposite opinion, and the appeal of
the Rock to him had little to do withmtional arguments for or agaimst
its utility. Public opinion exerted a powerful control over the
course of British policy in the eighteenth century. The conflict
between informed and general public opinion as to the merit of the
Rock influerced the ccure of the Gibraltar guestion in British
diplomacy in o rather chvious minnor. British statesmen proposed
restitution or Oxchange on o mumber of occasions, but the heostility of
public opinion towards such 2 step helped to check and frustrato the
conswmia tion of evory one of thuse efforts. So in the nineteenth
century we still possessed Gibroltar. The experts, politicions,
statesmen and ecconomists countinued to argue about its value, but the
Army and Mavy continued fto regord it 2s on asset, and the Rock's -
appeal to the public become strongly romentic os Britein's military
glory advanced with the century.

In reclity, of course, Gibraltar vms for from attractive or
comfortable, much less romantio. One of its troubles wns the series
of epidemics that sprang up from time to time, and increcesed with the
growth in civilian populations In 1865 the Governor, Lieutenant
General gir R. Jircy, K.C.B. decoided to seek the co-operation of the
Spanish by asking their permission fto erect 2 number of isolation huts
in the middle of the flat ares of pground between the bottom of the Rock
ard the Spanish frontier, which wes then ot the fishing willage of
I2 Linea, It was the only way to pkeck the sprecd of the current
epidemic. The Spanish readily agreed, ond the huts were ercoted. That
was the begimning of the "acquisition" of the North Front ground which
continued steadily until the ccrodrore vas campleted in 1943«

In 1876 General Lovd Mopier of liogdals, K.C.B. who had just become
Governor destroyed a number of farms which existed on the ground fo
supply fruit and vereinbles for the gmrrisons He beliocved that they
Wers sources of infection. In thoir place he began to make
gardens which were carried over a larse portion of the arca, with trecs,
flower beds, lawrs and valks, and werc potriotically memed Victoria
Gardens. This ves a harnless arwnity to which the spanish, now nore
friendly than they had cver been, could raise no objection, The gar-
dens flourished quickly in the warm climato, sustained by waier from
2 well which ves found on the ground, and before long they gawve the
military the idez of reking 2 racecourse so that they could do somothing
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wore oxeiting with their horses than merely exwrcisc them back and forth.

;’L’m in jeanish cc-operation was sought and was quickly forthcoming, for
Jh pvovinee of Andalusia, which edjoins Gibreltar, is full of men who
wieen apd love horses and are fine riders. The racecourse was buils,

suicy competition was provided by the horses entered by the Iarﬂmvmrs,
ronchiers and soldiers of southern Spain, and for the first time since
N B e | Y
¥ N f

/0% there wos friendship between the local representotives of the two
conntries.

The British milifary mind, however, quickly saw another use for the
roocooutse, and before long the Amy began to exercise the troops of
4ne garrison theree, The frienflly Spanish pointed out, not unreason~
ably, that this wes a technical military occupation of lard which
r:ally was noutrals The British replicd that it would be foolish not
w7 a2 30 wide o space of lard to benefit the health of their troops,
axd that they hed strictly obserwved the terms of the Treaty of
T recht by erccting no building that wes not of 2 purely tcmporary
rotnare and unsuitable for nmilitary defences The truth of that can he
m=en todsy, in a corrner of North Front ccrodrane, whore there is a
woodern horge=trough resting on iron spikes to demonstrate that it is
nov built over o concrete pill-box or gun emplacerent.

"he Spanish reaponse wag o move their frontier forward to the
rorthern edge of Victoria Gardens, on the other side of the fence.
tney said that as the British had only %o step beyond the gardens into
what i, in effect, Spanish soll, they lnd better be there to reet
l.£i,  The Brifish made no complaints, were satisfied to "posgess"
thei» portion of the neutral soil, ond did not build fortificetions
_.pon its Nedither did the Spanish on their side. Everything vas in

hatiacuy. and the gpanish military and private owners continued to race
~rd exhibit their horses at North Front.
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IT - Balloons Over the Rock.

The first flying from Gibraltar wis in balloons. 4s North Fromt
Was considered to be top low, being only just above sea level, they
were flown from positions on the western and southern slopes of the
Rook ard created no territorial problems with Spain.

Towards the end of the 19%h eentury & cerlain success had been .
Achieved in warfare by "ba llooning", 25 it wag called, In 1884 a
balloon unit attached to +he Royal Engineers had crested some impresa=-
icn in the Bechuanaland Expedition and coused a rative chief %o observe,
"The English mve indeed great power".  The unit was also used in the
Sudan and the South ifrican War,

In March, 1901, nine years afier the school of ballooning hsd
been founded at Aldershot, the District Engineer at Gibralitar wrote a
memorandum to the Governor sugges ting that a captive balloon would be
of great value to the forces on the Rocks This was forwarded to the
War Office, apparently without comment from the Governor, Field
Marshal sir George 5. White, GoCeBsy D.S.0., the defender of Ladysmithe
4 reply vas received in lMay asking the Governor for his views on the
matters The letter forms one of Gibraltar's historio military
documents. It was written on black-edged notepaper in mourning for
Queen Vietoris, in some senior clerk's cn reful hand, anl was signed by
Field Marshal gir Evelyn Wood, V.C., G.C.B., AdJjutant General to the
Forces, who hegan his gorvice life as a midshipman and became one of
Britain's famous soldiers., J faceimile of the letter appears opposite
thiﬂ PD.,EE'n

Fisld Marshal White replied "my experience has shown me the
diffieulty of making accurate observations from a captive balloon, but
the mature of the information which might be obtained by this moans
from the top of Gibraltar Rock would not require great acocuracy of
detail and would be of great advantage to the defence." . This letter
vas typed; ard as an after-thought the Governor added in his ovn hand-
writing, " It would also raise the observer 2bove the Ievanter cloud."

Ietters Gook 2 long time in those days and the War Office reply
wea dated Lth July, 1901. This letter, from the Assistant Qua rter
Master General, said the War Office proposed to send an Officer amd 25
N.C.0's ard men with balloon equipment. It asked for a small shed to
be provided as a gas factory and for storage. Local minutes which
went round the various Royal Engineer unit headquarters following this
amouncerent show clearly that difficulties of Serviece accommodstion
existed as much in those days as at presents In reply to o query from
one staff officcr, "Can we accormodate this additional number of R.E's 20
another replied, "No! We already have men sleeping in tents owing to
insufiicient accommodation." The Gibraltar Engineers admitted, too,
that they kmew little about the technicalities of balloonings In re-
ply to a request for suggestions about how the hut for a gas factory
could be provided & senior officer asked, "Would not gas from the local
gas works do?"

By the middle of August, however, the matter hod been settled and
g site vme arranged at Brucefs Famm, with huts %o be erected nearbye
Nothing more was heard of the mtter from the War Office until the end
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of September when 3ir Evelyn Wood wrote to the Covernot that the unit
couldonot be sent to Gibraltar and that it was proposed to work
balloons ard the gas factory by the Royal Engineers already on the
Rocks TVhen the Governor pointed out that no one in Gibraltar had
macs ballooning a speciality the War Office explained that the officers
ard men would be trained at Aldershot and sent out in due course as
part of the Gibraltar establishment. Two years passed before this
was dois. In December, 1903, the year and month when the brothers Wright
made their first aircraft flight of 284 yards, a party of two officers
ard 16 N.C,0's and other ranks arrived at Gibreéltar by the s.s.
Golconda accompanied by balloons ard equipment, including storage
cylinders and plant for manufacturing hydrogen. They belonged to the
Balloon gection of the Royal Engineers which became, on 1st April,
1911, the Air Battalion of the Royal Engineers, out of which the

Royal Flying Corps was developed. The letter to the Governor out-
lining the experiments which they proposed to mke was signed by
Colorel J.E. Capper, who became superintendent of the balloon factory
at Aldershot in 1907 and whose energy was responsible for the first
flight of the first British airship, the NMulli Secundus.

The enit vwoeg gscommnodated on a site towards the southern end of
the Rouk, G40 feet above the seae Onc of the first things they did
was to ask for a party of 15 volunteers to act as "aircrew" in the
balloons, Infantrymen were suggested anl it was specified that they
shoold be'"men: of light or medium wedight, who are good sailors amd
posasess intelligence end good sight." The volunteers were selected
frem the first Lancashire Fusiliers, 2nd Loyal North Iancashire and
2nd Royal Garrison Regiment. War Office: authority was obtained for
a special allowance of "working pay" during the period of their
attachment to the balloonistse On 1st Mareh, 190k, the 0.C.
balloonists reported that there hod been an extremely small nurmber of
daysz sufficiently calm to admit high altitude ballconing and very
little high altitude work had been done. 4s it was unlikely there
would be any better weether in the near future the sectlon need not
remain much longer, He proposed fo leave certain equipment behind to
agcertain the effect of the climate upon ite FPhotographs and reports
were Wken %o Britain, but five belloors ard equipment were lef't
behind, onz & 1000 ¢ £4. balloon.

In Qctober, 1904, it was proposed to send the section out againe
They arvived in November, 1904, and egain spent the winter at Gibraltar.
It is not possible to relate in this marrative what the balloonists
did or what were the results of their experiments as no copies of
their reports exisi in Gibraltar. .



6

 PART OME, 1901~1939,

IIT = Airorafé of 1914 ~ 1918,

With the departure of ths belloons in 1905 nothing wes heaod of
flying at Gibraltar until the Great War broke out in 1914. lMuch had
happened, though, in the development of flyingz., Between 1914 and
1916 even greater events occurred, The Royal Flying Corps was cn=
thusiastically geining in ssrength and achievemart; the Royal Navy.
was regirding this medern am of war with speculstion ard much doubt
but vas willing to experiments In 1914 the first air reconmaissance
of the war wes carried out by Captain Joubert de 1n Ferte who later,
as 440,85 ~in-C. Coastal Command, was to have much to say in the
creation of the North Front airfield in 1942, A British seaplane,
in 1915, sank an enemy ship in the Dardanelles in the firs’ torpedo
attack from the airs The Royal Naval Air Service bombed Cons tantinople
and Adrianople in 1916, And so on. But no event worth recording in
the hist.cy books ocourred =4 Gibraltar.

The Recx was then, as it has always been, of more strategic valuc
to the Royal Mavy, and the poszible assistance to be afforded by air-
craft doos rot seem to have been given serious thought. Nor does
anyono apoear to have froubled to record evenits. The only clue in
Gloraltar lfself is a letfer dated 1932 from a pilot who flow aircraft
Eperating from the rececourse during 1914~1818. Tt was written to
ﬂEEiﬂt 1!54'!‘::" Gumlﬂﬂr G.G.Fi }tiﬂdirl, DIS‘G-’ F:I'Bﬂt Lmjﬁm ﬂffiﬂﬂr,
Atlantic Flset, (now Air Commodore Modin C.B.E., D.5.C.), to compile a
plan and report on the possibilitics of using Gibraltar as an gmergency
landing ground for medern Fleet Adr Arm aircraft, That plan is roferred
to and illustrated later in this o rm dives

No dates are given, but the letter may be taken to refer to the
earlicr days of the war as it mentions Coudrons and B,E's, (Bleriot
Experimentals), which were among the first types of aircraft to be used
in operaulonss The pilot's comments are interesting in their relation
to the proilems which exist on North Front airfield today, ineluding
the fricky une caused by the proximity of Spanish territory. "W took
to Gibrallar," said the writer of the letter, "three or four 80 h.p.
Gnome Cavdrons, about the same number of B.E's (not B.E'2¢'s) with
#0 heps Femult motors. Both types were two seaters and e norma 11y
used as such., Although we lost a couple of each, the reasons were in
no way attributable teo the aercdrome or the local conditions. 4s a
mtter of fact, we only worked lanl mochines for abeut three months as
we fot ‘nio trouble with the gpanish authorities fur dropping a B.E.
on their gide of the fence and going after it, so our EXperience was
not a long ons." 8o, apparently, it was the Spanish who brought our
air aciivities to an end.

Sore cffort was made to operate with seaplanes and flying boats,
including two 2-fon Porte boats, one short two-scater and threc Whito
trectors with Sunbeam engines, but the writer made it clear that this
was not a successe "Our scaplanss and flying boats were so element-
ary," he said, " that we got practically nothing donc at all." That
he wrote about flying secaplanes from Gibraltar might be added, without
alteration, %o 2 current bricfing of flying-boat: crews. "There is no
doubt," he said, "that in a Levanter it is quite impossible to work
seaplanes within threc miles or so of the Rocke e did on one fambus
occasion get o Porte bont off inside the breakwater in a Ievanter



A vicow of North FPronmt from the airs The rnce trnck is oloorly

seen with the "prepared strip" running across the course. The
strip ended ot the Spanish Road, leading into Gibraltar, which
is the black line on the right of the picturc. A4An aircraft is
parked ncar the trees ot the side of the Spamish Roads There

are now deflences on the Spanish ground. ( [t May, 1940)
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but she was blown down from about 20 feet in very quick time." Flying=-
boat crews who have operated all night in the Straits will appreciate
the next remarke "Our good lads - and we had some very good ones -
used to complain bitterly of bumps even as far out as Spartel up to a
height of 3,000 feets I remember one speaking of dropping about 600
fte in one act." It is a fzqbt that higher speed and greater power
have not legsensd to any marked extent the effects of these loecal
conditions as they were felt by our pilots in the days of "wood and
linen" aircraft,.

All who lave flown modern aircraft from Gibraltar will be inter-
ested in the comments by this pilot of 1914-1918 on flying conditions
in his daye. The distribution of the land and sea masses around
Gibraliar result in winds tending to be from either easterly or west-
erly points. "From my recollection", he wrote, "there is only one
wind that is really trouble-some end that is so rare as to be practic=-
ally negligibles I think it would be very difficult fto put & machine
down if it were blowing from the north. There is, to my certain
lmowledge, no difficulty in an easterly or westerly wind and I think,
with a bit of care, a southerly wind should not be impossible accord-
ingly 88 it is a bit east or west of south."

The pilot's fimal words, written about conditions 18 years ago
end manifestly different types of aireraft, are the basio rules today
for flying from North Front. T am inolined to thinkissessssns it
is quite possible to use North Front in ncarly all corditions of wind.
Also seaplanes, with the provisc that if the Ievanter is blowing you
mast give to the west side of the Rock o wide berth when coming in to
land in any type of machine."



BART OME.  1901-1939.
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IV = Brergency Lirfield on RRcesourse.

There is no clear evidence thet on sirfield for Gibraltar was ever
seriously discu.ucd betwoen 1918 and 1932. The Argy was busy with its
new schemes for defonce, and in botween times wes sharing with the
wealthier Gibraltarians and the 3oenish in the amenities of the North
Front racecourss, now somewhat shabby end a poor substitute for an
Bnzlish equivalznd, even on days when it wes crowded with people weering
bowler hats and ridinz-boois or other forms of racing or "horsey" clothes.
Rzlations with the spenish were excellent. HNorth Front had become
accepted aa an Euglishposscasion®, and both Spanish and English moved
froely hetieen the entertaimmerts provided by the Calpe Hunt and the
Jocksy Glub and those availabls in the cork woods and otler hunting,
riding and piﬂnici:m arcis near 58n Roque and Alpeciras. Jomewhere in
the background far-sighited persons ware considering how to use Gibraltar
8s an ajirfield for jesvice eivoraft. Mostly, they szeem fo have been
connected with the Admiraltye. Littls i to be found about their plans
in Gibraliar deoecumenis and ncthing in the newspapers, except the "New
York Times¥, which scers to HLVL imd the services of a correspondent
¢losely :.11 touch with those concernsd. This well lnown American news=-
paper hag alyeys zhown ;;raa» m..h.r*.:s.‘t in Gibraltar; and on 17th October,
19352, i% published an articls vhich stated that a scheme wes a2foot to
tonnel a gread Bri%izh alir base irside fthe Rooks

The Gibraltar svthoritics were nolt unawarve of the progress of
aviation, ard .Ln e 1920's Thy Coyoynor and his opposite number at
dlgecirag formlsted 2 Joind olan Jer an Anglo-Spenish airfield on the
gSpenish side of uhe fanse, whovs it would not interfers with the race-
course and other Gibmlisr amenifiss . 7t was not approved by Iondon or
Madride TIn 1231 2 Jocul aireiald cempury wes gziven permission to use
vhe meecourso ag an alrfisld dn their gervice between Gibreltar and
Tengier, a - populas spoh for $he Zorvice and civilian inheabitants of the
Rock spending lsave .,;"1 helidayse. Thse coopany was called Gibraltar
Adrvays, Lid.. and existe fodoy althouzh its lest flizht was mede in
Jamuary 1932, Th kegan ils servieco townrds the end of 1931 but wes
compelled by madnternnco axd wspeir difficulties to close down after
enly thres and a hall monthg. The conpeny posgessed only one sircraft,
a Windhover amphibian narmcd "Generval Godley", after His BExcellency the
Governor, Gereral Jir Llexznder J- Godleys

Barly in 1932 an instruction rcached Gibraltar which begen & long
and confused Aiscussion, and much opposition, before it finally mede an
end to the reccnouroe and produced in its place the moderm North Front
airfield 1'-?;.41;‘1 w know Goday. Th: instruction came to Gensral Godley
from the Tar {Tfice in the for:z of 8 secret memorandum issved by the
Coimittee of I].@‘s‘:“.’u 1l Defence in which it recormended thet plans should
be worked out Tor the establishient at short notice of an airfield at
Gibmliar. Tho matser appsared %o wwve & certain urgency. Mussolini's
activitics in dbysainia lad cansed sore concern and a reconsideration
of the disposition of the Mediterrancan Fleet if there should be any
troubls. Accordingly, Gerzmm Ll Goiler sumoned a reeting at Governrent
House, on 134h. February, 1932, of ‘he heads of the services in Gibraltax.
Those who attunded inclvded Ideutenant Colonsl 4.E. Beattic, CeBsEs, Msla,
Ghe Colonial gSecrete.y, who had also received instructions from Iondon.
The Royal lavy was :wpregentel by O j_:r::ain V.3« Butler, Chief of staff,
and the Alr Ministry Ly Visg Comander MHodin, whose presence was described
ag " in an advisory capicily oaly."
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Discussion was based upon the Colonial gecretary's instructions, a
duplication of Gibmlfar's requirements that was to cause some concern
and annoyance to future Governors, to consider a proposal "to provide
an aeroplanc landing ground fur.aewice airoraft at Gibraltar.M

There wes little arpgument and the meeting unenimously decided that
a landing ground at Gibraltar for Service aircraft vas essentials Tt
vas also agreed that proper landing facilities from a2 broad strategio
point of view were no less desirables On the subject of a suitable
site, the raceoourse area at North Front vas deelaved to be the only
acceptable one. Windmill Hill vas considered 2s an altermative, but
was quickly rejected, as was a suggestion to establish a floating aire-
field, like the deck of a carrier, at Europa Pointe Army representa-
tives suggested that the use of a landing ground ot North Front would
pre fudice weapon training as that was the only area where such traine
ing could be carried out, The moeting agreed that such structural
alterations as might be noccessary to the firing points and other range
facilities could be carried out without detrimont %o weapon troinings
On the general guestion of inconvenience causcd by aircraft using North
Front the meeting stated, "these should be faced as being rnecesaary in
view of the great need for a landing ground for Servico airoraft."

The point wes raised whethor Gibraltar Airmays and other civil
airlines should be permitted to use the landing ground. The Governor
decided that steps should be taken imediately to have the landing
ground constructed "for use in emergency only." TWhen that was in being,
be stated, its use by civil airorft would be considered, Wing
Commander Modin was requested to assist the appropriate Royal Engincer
officers to propare a report on the method and ccst of construction.
That report, with sletches, one of which appears on the opposite page,
was completed and submitted to the Governor on 5th March, 19352 The
cost was estimated at £573.

Meantine, His Execellenoy hnd written to Admira] 5ir John D. Kelly,
Ce in Ce Atlantio Pleet, to ask his views on an epergency landing ground
at Gibraltar. He added in the letter, "In additior, I should be grate-
ful to have your opinion on the larger strategio aspict of the ma tter,
that is to say the walue which would acerue in war, mre landing ground
facilitics of soms sort availnble in Gibra ltar." Adniral Kelly's reply,
written within two days, was brief amd decisive. " Frori a maval point
of wview", he wrote, "it is mest desirable Ho have ap cmergenay landing
ground in the vicinity of Gibraltare TIn time of wer it would be
essentilal both for any aircraft dofences alloeated to the Rodk and for
aircraft of ships employed on trade protection in the Western Mediter-
rancan and Ltlantice 4 landing sround would also appear to %e of wlue
in certain circumstances as a link in passing airemft reinforcgments to
the East by airs" Thesec were three of the uses +o which North Front
was put jen years later, when it was the corner stome of tk North
African landings and one of the principal supports to the relhf of
Malto,

On 12th May, 1932, the Governor reported to the Under secetary of
State for VWar, and placed the decisions and opinions beforc him "I dp
not consider", he wrote, in reoormonding & Ianding ground at Nosth Front,
"that weapon training would be interfercd with to any considerailo
extent by service aircraft using the area as an erergency landirc ground."
The Governor reforred to Wing Cowmnder Modin's sketch plan and notes,
which he enclosed, and stated that the estimated cost of £573 included
£210 for the re-erection elsewhere of the groundsran's quarters.

There is no record of anything further being done in Gitraltar shout
the landing ground until October, 1932, when the Berervel Staff Officen,
Major H.W,R, Hamilton, D.S.0., M.C., reccived a lettor from ihe Wy
O0ffice which referred to the Governor's letter of 12%th May ard told of
a difficulty which had orisen at home. The lotter cxplained shat there
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and the roads leading to them have also been campleted.

\ 95h Pebruary, 19344 )
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Ind bem:."certein verarcussions" from the Governor's proposal for a
landing ground at North Front. "The Adr Ministry", said the writer,
"sent a ropy o thz Colonial Cffice asking for their views and the
Colondal Office passcd it on to the Foreign Office. The latter, being
coubtfl aboud ile intzrmatiomal aspect of the affair, asked the
British lmbaszacor ot Madrid for his upinion and his reply added to
their fearss  30fly he said that Spain had alweys claimed that the
"neufral zround" extonded right up to the foot of the Rook (although
this claim has always been resdstod by us) and if wo take tho ‘astion
proposoc. the gresbion of cwnershin might arise and lack of proof in
regard to our wights might lead to a request for intermational
arbitrat.on fron Spain." The lettor added that a copy of the
dmbagsador's despateh had been formrded to the Governor by the Colon=
inl Qffico,who, at the same %ime, asked for his remarks on the ques tion
of the ilile c? H.M. Govermment %o the area within which it wms pro- .
posed that the Innding ground should be consiructed.

Gencral Godlcy hnd already received a communication on the subject
from gi> Philis Cunlifio-Lister, gecretary of state for the Colonies.
Fo wrotc %o §ir Fhilip on 26th Novembor, 1932, "In your carlier
despatol,” his lefter said, " you ask for ny views on the qrestion of
the title of H.!, Gowermeent to the area umder discussions T am
strongly of the cpinica that it would bea great mistake to open up
any discussion ca this point, and in any case, I would hesitate %o
eéxpress ¢y opinion cn the mtter without very careful rescarch,

There is _uch old correspondence on the subject in the archives of the
Seoretariat anl elsewhere and as opportunity offers this is being
cellected and covefully examined, For the present it would appear to
oo sufficient tc statc that cur length of tenure of the area in question
gives H.ile Goveimment the strongest clairs.n

This cpinien of Gonornl Godley wns evidently endorsed at hane
because c. 2nd May, 1933, b Adniralty wrote %o the C» in C. Home
Fleoty Ce in C. Ieditorrancan, the Pear Admiral i/c Gibraltar and the
Rear Admiicl 3/c Carricvs, %o infom: them thot the proparation of an
energency Irnding ground on the wocscirse, in sceordance with the
proposals -f tho Covernor, had been npproveds "There is a proviso,"
said the Ad-irally latter, "that the work to be carried okt should be
kept strictly within the limits of H.E's proposals and on the under=
starding that the use of the landing pround by the Pleet Air Am shall
be restrizied to omergoncies only."



An early stage of the present runway shown on the 1ligh% abrip.
E

It has orossed the dpanish roads - The "propared strip" is

still there and apparently in usee 41l that is left of the

race track is o Taint outline ot the bottom of the plcturcs

( 7th. April, 1942 )
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PART OlE. 1901-1939 ‘

¥V - Expense and Other Arguments.

The gemeral question having heen decided, srguments began about
expense and other pointss Although the matter of the airfield had
been discussed moinly between the Favy and Army, the Alr Ministry had
held a sort of watching brief. Om 9th June, 1933, having seen the
original estimate, the Miniztry wrote to the War Office offering advice
and assisftance in preparing the airfield and said they wene willing to
py the coste These offers were all accepted, and the Colonel, Royal
Enginecrs, Gibraltar, was authorised to deal directly with Air Ministry
Directorate of Torks and Buildings.

When the Roval Engineers at Gibraltar began to consider the
practical work, howover, it became clear that the original estimte of
£573 was inadequate. A new estimte was made at £1450 and was cabled
to Air Ministry on 3rd December, 1933:. In two days Air Ministry
replied protesting against this increase and warning Fortress Headquar-
ters that they must not enlarge the scope of the airfield proposal
beyond its original bagiss The C.R.E. explained that the increage was
a new estimate; and on 2B8th December formrded the details, stating
that the zcheme had not been gone inteo in sufficient detoil in the first
instance and that the groundman's premises, which it was proposed to
remove and re-ercot elsewhere, were too old for such trezciment and would
require to be demolished and a new building provided. It was proposed
to invite tenders for the demolition of the building and to credit the
gum received 4o Jir Ministry. He ecdded, perhaps with 2 tinge of
asperity, "This sum will, I think, be amall." This increase must have
coused same discussion at Air Ministry becouse on 12th July, 193k, the

C.R., . wrote to remind them thot he had received no reply te his
letter of the 28th December. 4 reply, dated 24th July, told him that
in view of the expense involved in the re-provision of the groundman'g
promiscs it had been decided to rearrange the rummys so as to avoid
them. Wing Cormander Modin had agreed to the modifications The
C.R.E. was reguested to put the work in hand as soon as posaible ard to
forward an amended estimates That estimote was worked out at £470,
lower than the originall It was unconditionally approved by Air
Ministry in a letter dated 3rd geptember, 1934. Fy 14th Saptember
work liad begun on the cmergency landing ground. >

One of the main problems hed now to be faced by the C.R.E. The
rails, poats and starting potes of the racccourse would have to be made
removable by inserting them in sockets, so that + - aircraft could hawe
roan to lands On 2nd October, 1934, he wrote to the Pros®oni of the
Gibraltar Jockey Club & brief letter, as follows:- "For military
reagong gome of {he guard rails and posts cnelosing {lhe course and also
a marber of the starting gntes at the Worth Front should be removable.
It is suggested that such posts and gotes 2s may be roquired to be
removed should be ecarried in sockets (which do not protrude above ground
level) so ihat removal can be affected in the shortest pcssible time.
Work to be carried out forthwith and completed before 3lst Decerber, 1934..%

This brought a long letter of protest from the President, sir
Kenneth J. Beatty, the Chief Justice, fo the new Guvernor, sir Clarles
He Harrington,G.C.B., D.5.0.. Thile admitting the existence of a clause
in their lease from the Guvernment of the North Front racecourac, which
made them liable for the cost of removing ary of the buildings and any
other structires for military rezsons, the Club couaplained that it was
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faced with a capital outlay of at loast £150 and recurring expenditure
of an unknown amount on every occesion that the racecourse had to be
prepared as a landing ground. "The Stewards feel" the President wrote,
"that the Joekey Club has played an important part and has alveady
disbursed large sums of noney in adding to the general arenities of
the whole population of Gibraltar, thereby contributizmg to the health
and happiness of the garrison and civil cormunities as a wholes In
addition to this, any profits node by the club not devoted to improve-
ments has been spent for the benefit of all - in chority and for the
support of other f'orms of sport - which weuld hawve been difficult to
kecp going without assistance." The President reminded the Governor
that Air Ministry had agreed to bear the expense of the original scheme,
which would have been much more costly, and went on to guestion the
probabilify of the ajrfisld renlly being an "emergency" onece "If the
landing goound is really an emergenoy ground," he argued, "it rust be
ready at all times at very short notice. If the ground is required at
all times, racing camnot be carried out ot all and a very great loss

to the whole of the population of Gibraltar must ensues which the
Stevards feel carmot be the wish or intention of H.M. Government. If
required at short notice, the stewards require to bring to your
Excellenoy's notice the fact that thoy are not in the position and have
not sufficient staff fo ensure that the ground can be rapidly and safely
converted for flying purposes and that under such circumstances they
are not in a position to mccept responsibility for the safe landing

of aircreftessess.”

When he received the President's letter General Harrington tock
the mtter up with the C.R.E. and Fortreas Headquarters. His
Excellenoy was adwvised that technically the C.R.E. wos right, ard that
the Jockey Club ought to payes "On the other hand," said the writer
of a minute from Fortress Headquarters, "when the lease wag rade in
1900 the gquestion of the rocecourse being used as a landing ground
was beyond anyons's imagination." This ninute suggested to his
Excellency that in view of what the Jookey Club had done for all
clagsses in Gibraltar Air Ministry might be willing to pay the
coste

General Hrrrincton thereupon wrote officially to the seeretary of
State for Air, the Marquess of Londonderrys 4t the saro time he sont
a personal letter to Air Chief Farshal gir Edward L. Ellington, G.C.B,,
Chief of the Air gtaff, signed "Yours ever, Tin Harrington." In it
his Excellency said that the Jockey Club quite realised their respons=-
ibility but "It is a pity, as I got them, last year ~ the best year
they have ever had - to give nearly 2ll their profits to charities =
the Hunt, Polo, etc., and they also built me a tea-room 'in the grand-
stande It is rather hard now, when they know the nioney was provided
for by the Air Ministry, to tell them to pay not only now but in the
futures In addition, the Cormittee of Irperial Defonce memo said this
work was to be done widthout exciting the spanisrdse Now, unfortumately,
it hng become the talk of the Rock as the racing season opened yesterday.
As the Energency or Occasiomal landing ground will only, I gather, be
used flor a few days in a year when the Fleet is here, I think it would
be a great pity to mise n stir amd I should be very grateful if you
would allow the cost to be borne as previously arranged, by dAir Ministry.
Come out and semple the Emergency ground."

In his official letter to the Secretary of 3tate for Air the
Governor said, "I 2m in the opinion that the reasons for this clause
were to implement the Treaty of Utrecht which demands thot all buildings
and erections on the North Front should be of a temporary mature. I
submit, trerefore, that their liability, although it is apparently a
legal one, is difficult from the moral point of view, to Justify. I
have received an appesl from the President of the Gibraltar Jockey
Clubeessss I would point out that had the original scheme for the
preparations of the Banding Ground been accepted the Jookey Club would
have been in no vay involved sasssae Tha Juckasr:_m Gibraltar plays an
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Important part in the life of those stationed in the Fortress and resi-
dents in the neighbourhpod and when able subscribes to charity and
assists financially military activities - in fact, without assistance
received from the Club, subscriptions by officers would, in certain
cases, have to be raised, which they could ill afford.

While these negotiations were being conducted the Governor
received a communication from the Rear Admiral i/c, Gibreltar, Rear
Admiral T,M. Austin, dated 7th December, 1934, asking what progress
had been made with the landing ground and if it would be avaflable for
use by the Fleet Air Arm sircraft in an emergency during the visit o
the Home and Mediterrancan Fleets next gpring. The Governor replied
that certain items in the work of prepsration were still the subject
of correspondence with Air Ministry, but that it wes anticipated the
work should be finished by the end of March, 1935.

On 15th December, 1934, Air Ministry wrote to the Governor that
they wvere prepared to accept the expense of sltering the rails and
starting gates 2t a cost eztimeted at 2150 as & charge to Air Votes.
"I am, however, to add", the letter said, "that while in view of your
representations the decision has been teken on the grounds of policy,
the Air Council are of the opinion that in the event of any further
expense of this nature being involved in the future it would be
necessary to stipulate that the cost should be borme by the Jockey
Club and I am sccordingly to suggest that in view of the esteblishment
of the landing ground avrangements should be made for consultstion
with the appropriate authorities before the Jocksy Club undertake the
erection of any fixtures which might constitute an obstruction." A
personal letter to the same effect wes written to the Governor by sir
Edvard Ellington. .

When it was lnown that an "emergency" landing ground for Service
sircraft was being arranged, other intcrests bezan %o consider the
possibility of renewing the civil air traffic et Gibre ltar. Early in
1934 gir Alan Cobhem came %o Gibraltar to meke a survey and report on
an air roufte to Tangier for psssengers, goods and mail. He had flown
from the Rock in 1927. «fir Alan argued thet as Tengiér had ample
facilities for constructing an airfield but none for flying-boats it
was essential for Gibralter to teke steps to provide an airfield. 1In
his opinion the only site was the North Front racecourse, which, however,
he thought could never become a public airfield. "It is of insufficien’
dimensions to receive a full licenpa", he said, "and could never be
considered suitable for a landing ground for strangers to alight upon."
The Colonial Secretary sent sSir Alan's report to the Governor, on 7th
Merch, 193k, and gaid that the bemefits of the establishment of an
airfield were fully oppreciated, particularly in connection with an
expected moail service. Tor that reason 3ir 4lan's proposels had been
viewed favourably by the Colonial Government and the Department of Civil
Aviation in London. "The immediate and importent point of consideration,”
the Colonial gecretary wrote,"is whether the obvious objection from
¢he military point of view is of such a mature as definitely to preclyude
this ares of ground being used for the purpose indicated."

Within two days the Gove mor sent & reply through Fortress Head~
quarters in which he refused to sanction the use of North Front race-
course a8s a landing ground. "The Governor has arrived at a definite
conclusion," said the F.H.Q. communication, "that the proposed use of
this ground is undesireble from the military point of view in that thes
errival and depe rifife of aircraft would not only constitute a hindrence
throughout the weapon training season but would curtail the very limited
existing facilities for exercising troops on open ground." At the same
time General Harrington wrote to Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister and sent him
a8 copy of Sir Alan Cobham?’s report. "It will be observed from the repori,”
he said "that for the reasons stated sn zeroplane service is the only
practicable one. 3uch 2 gervice necesgitates 2 landing ground.
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Gibralfar is foced with the hard physical fact of lack of ground, and

tho onz and only site for a landing ground is that in the centre of

the mecourse where is also situated the garrison masketry rango,
Greatl’ as T should like %o sec civil aviation cstablished here, there
arm yalLy oblections from & military + ‘nd of view to the racecourse

si’e being used 23 a regular airem#t ground. During the weapon train-
ing season this area is in comstant uae by both the Arry and Navy and

it is comidored that the arrviwl and departure of eireraft constitute

. hindronce." The Civil Aviation schern did not survive that objection-



The new rumvay has made fZood progress and is in use.

race track has completely disappeared and moat of the

pared strip" is now a dispersal for aircrafb.

(19Eh January,

The
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PART ONE. __ 1901-1939.

VI - Navy has the Isst Word.

Throughout the negobiaticns ewery cppor*unify had been taken to
emphasise that the airfield waz to be an emovperey one. The Ariy 4id
not wish to give support to any proposal that North Front should
become a permenent airfield, invelving the sacrifice of its training
ground an’ sport to the Third Arm of warfare, unless for an incontro-
vertible reasons That was why. no doubt, General Harrington wrote,
on 1lth. ¥arch, 1935, to the Rear Admiral in Charge, Gibraliar, and
suggested that the time had come when some general policy should be
laid down. He pointed out thot the North Fronb ground was in constent
use both for training and recreation, and emphasised that the welfare
of the garrison would suffer if such use was often interrupted. The
Rear Admiral was asked to consider a suggestion that thc policy on the
status of the ground should make it svailable oceasionally for service
but not civilian aircraft, and thet og preliminary work wos required
before aircraft could land, its use should be regarded as abnormal and
a week's notice given to Fortress Headgquarterse

Rear Admiral Austin referred the matter to the Commanders in Chief
of the icditerrancan end Atlantic Fleetz. The first reply was received
from the Ce in C. Mediterrancan, Admiral gir Williom We Fisher, who
rade it quitc clear that he would like North Front to be available always
and not only by giving adequatc notice %o the iy . He pointed out the
value of having such ground avoilable in war, and asked vhether it would
not be possible to arrenge that it conld be used as proposed without
any preliminary work being ncccesavy. Pilofis could then be informed of
its oxistenco but warned that thoy muet nob vse it oxeept in
omergency o

(foneral Barringtcats ranly, o Bth May, 1935, stated that it was
not practicable for North Frend we Le usod as o lending ground with-
out proliminary worke. He gave a list of the work required, inoluding
the bridging over of firing trenchus, and reiferated that the ground
in its normal state was not available as a Janding ground and prolim-
inary notiece wos essontikd. "It is not felt, howewer," he said, "
that this condition detracta from its walue as an erergency landing
grounds It can only Be reaguired in this capacity while the aircraft
earriers are here and they arc not normnlly hore for more than a few
woeks in the yeare Nor, from posh exporience, have they flown off
their machines on more than two or three eccasions in tfis vicinity.
Tt would not thercforc appear to be difficult to give nofice of the
occasions on which the grouwnd ray be reguirved for landing in an
emergoncys The prelimimary werk will thon be done and service machines
whigh get into difficultics will be able fo lard and so gveld the
neutral ground,”

The General's sugzestion on this occasion was a change in phrase-
ology rother then a concession. It wes that pilofs should be informed
that the racecourse could be rnde available ag an emergency landing
ground, that a week's noticc to Forfiress Headquarters was required, and
that as the ground wes in constant usc for training and recreation they
should be warned to use it only in an crecgensy. Adnmiral Pisher's
reply was not receiwed until goptember, 1535, as it went nissinge It
stated briefly that the Cormarder in Clhef concurred with His
Excellency's suggestion.

A slightly different atiitvde vou folon up hy the C. in C. Home.



Fleetr , aa the Atlantic Flset wos now nmored.  Admiral gir Roger
Backhouse did not reply to the Governor's letter of 11th March, 1935,
until the FPleet was nearly due at Gibraltar for the 1936 Spring cruise,
He asked in a letter dated 6th Pebruary, 1936, for the lanling rround
to be put at hig disposal for an éndefinite period from 11th February.
Gereral Harrington replied, on 11th Pebruary, "Bearing in mdnd the
many other purposes for vhich North Front is used I do not consider it
possible to mainftain the srea prepared for use as an energency landing
ground fop o0 indefinite periods Vhile the groumd is prepared it
cammot be used for certain wespon tiaining exercises nor for racing.
4s you know,the Gibraltar Jockey Club are liberal supporters of all
sorvice Charitics herg,and I am loath to agree fo any sitep which will
interfere with racing. As repards weapon temining, the prograrme of
shooking after st April is so full that it will be difficulf wo re-
gain any tire lost owing to the closing of the ranges after that date,
T would, therefore, be grateful if you would consider the posaibility
of so arranging flying practice from H..3. "Furious" that the erergency
landine ground ie only requirved for certein tlearly definedsperiods."

Adniral Packhouse rusponded by sisnnl through fhelPear:Adiiral-at
Gibraltar stating thot he wished the landing sround aveilable for the
following week, and would consulé the "loeal suthorities" before
representing further recuirements. When the Hore Flcet reached
Cibraltar the Adniral sent his Fleet Aviation Officer, Wing Comrender
AN, Gallehavk, £.F.C.; ashore to MNorth Front with two K.A.F. officers
fron Hod.S5. "Purious" to make & repords When they had done so he
wrote to the Governor from H.lM.8. "Helson", on 18th Pebruary, stating
that it vas not necessary to do all the preparctory work suggested by
His Excellency, Alreraft could land without the reils being romoved
if the firinz trenches vere covered by bosrding fiush with the ground,
certain concrete posts" which secen to gerve no useful purpose" wore
renoved, one or twé large holes filled in end soe larze stones re-
noveds

"I propose, with your Excellency's concurrence," the Admirml
wrote "to issue an order warning pilots thot ghould a forced landing
be necessary at Worth Pront they are to bear in mind that there ray be
ren working there or in the firing frenches, that cattle my be graz-
ing ond people exercising horses. I sugpest that Fortress Head-
quarters be warned that a pilet forced %o land will do so as nearly
as possible in the cuintre of the raceoourse.”

There could be no arcurent arginst thise - Deleils werc discussed
by Fortress and Home Fleet staff Officers and as 2 resulf Furbreaq
Headquariers rnde the necessary "permmnent" preporaiions suprested by
the Admiral, and issued & varning that aircraft were to be expected.
By 10th larch, 1936, the "encrgency landing ground" vas fully avail-
able for the firat tinc.
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atrip claewhere.
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end port of the "prepared strip" is atill being useds The border

guiding lines and the centre oirele are all thet remein of the
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PART ONE.  1901-1939.

VII - 1936-1939 Wrangles and Uncertainty.

Although the C. in C. Hooe Fleot had taken such decisive action
that the emergency landing ground a2t North FPront had in fact becore cn
ailrfield available at all ties, the matter Was by no teans decided.
Eurcpe became nore unsettled, further consideration had to be given to
to the possible operation of lond aircraft from Gibraliar, and it soon
becare obviouzs thet North Front rocecourse, Victoria Garders and the army
training ground were likely to be reploced by o full-sized airfields
There was hindrance to this in the form of frank sftetements of opinion
from the Governor, confusion and misunderstanding between the three serv=-
ices and the Colonial Office, uncertainty in London about what was really
reguired at Gibraltar, and a reluctance to couse annoyonce to the
Spanish Goverment in cege they should appeal to international law and
hold up +the entire business indefinitely. This last-rwntionod questicn
became less important early in 1939, when Franco began to build fortifi-
cations on his side of the fence with the sid of Coerman nilitary engineers
ag a protest against the British refusal to aild hin when the Republigan
warships bombarded Algeciras during the civil war, It was removed emiire~
ly early in 1940 when beccuse of the hreak-down of internationmnl law it
could be said that the juridical status of Gibreltor vis-a-vis Spein wes
only of historiesl interest.

The opposition that cane from the lmmy, principally inside
Gibraltar, was not surprising, for the creation of & permenent@irfield
on North Front seemed an utter impossibility. No one could believe,
either, that the potential crery would ever get his sircraftwithin 500
riles of Gibreltor or, for that natter, that aircraft based ont Gibraltar
would ever be able to reach the enery. There wos an added irritation in
the possibility thot the amenities of North Front, which wre of such
high importance to those inside Gibraltar, including the “ivilians, were
to be despoiled for a schere that nipght not be a successa@nl s alrost
certain to be abandoned after a fow years. hen North Front Wes eventually
takon up entirely by the airficld the loss to the peopk of Gibralfar
was greater than the loss of Hyde Park and Regent's Prrk woull be to the
people of West London. It can never be replaced unless by grows which
will have to be obtained by the oodwill of Spoin. Those who mpiied
the scherme on the arjurent thet an eirfield would never be of vea. use
had ruch apporent reason on their side. gir Alan Cobhen, who hd ou eye
for a potential airfield, if ever anyone had, thought little o Noxh
Fronts Genorsl Godley, who retired fronm the Governorship of Gibréltap
in 1933, and who had been intimntely concerned with the curlicet plis,
wrote in the "Evening standard" of 5the Decerber, 1935, that atroplnc
attacking Gibraltar "cannot do so in close proximity o the Reaks it
Qn]_&r would thg}r hve to encounter the well=lnown ToTellinl.caes out LS
are inurerable air pocketa which eanas eernplenes to give the Ibek =
wide berth."

An unbinssed observer of sore standing, lre. G.T. Gorratt, “'?‘.i-‘n‘:'ﬂ-‘f"
correspondent during the Abyssinian war, wrote a book entitled"Gibraltar
and the Mediterrancan" in February, 1939, and in tho little spacc ha :
devoted to Aiscussing the possibility of on airfield as part of Gibmltarta
rodern reans of attock and defence, criticised General Godley's sugres tion
that Cibraltar could not be attacked from the air but was definite that
Jittle could be dene to provide aerial defence against it."Tho promontory
of Gibraltar," he wrote "has no suitablo ground for an airfield and tho
tricky winfs round the Rock would be of far greater handicap to tl_la
defending planes rising off the ground than to attackers, who couzd coro
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at heights entirely unaffected by the 1300 feet of limestone underneath,"
These two opinions express ihe general attifude of mind of most people
when the nced for a gervice airfield at Gibraltar was suggested.

First evidence of a scheme for 2 full-size airfield at North Fronb
came from the Secreiary of gtate for the Colonies, Mr. We Ormsby=-Gore,
M+Ps, who wrote to ithe Governor, Generel Harrington, on lst. October,
1936, and esked his wviews on @ proposed air base at Gibraltar partly on
an area reclaimed from the sea. On 2nd. November Mr. Ormsby-Gore tele-
graphed ihe Governor that the law officers of the Crown had given a
"qualified" opinion to the effect that there would be no objection to
taking initial steps %o carry out the project pending objection by the
gpanish Government. Air Mindstry vas pressing for immediate authority
to proceed and the Cabinet wis going to discuss the matter on 4the
November. A summary of tho Covernor's views were requested hy telegraphs
General Harrington, who hod already disocussed the entire matter with
Sir gamuel Hoars, First Lord of the Admiralty, during his visit to
Gibraltar in Cotober, agreed that an air bage was essential and that all
other interests should be subordinated o it and the various difficulties
met at all coctye

Mrs Ormsby=-Gore wrots again, on 26th. November, stating the
Goverrment had decided that although the provision of an air base at
Gibraltar vas essential for the necds of Imperial Defence they had
"reached the conclusion that the risks of aliemating Spain and of
oreating intermtional complications and difficulties by taking actilon
at the present time o reclaim the lanl required for an airfield ave of
such grovity as to outweigh any advanisges to be derived from immedinte
action. They had thorefore dscided that the Secretary of gtote for Alr
should follow up certain possibilities of an emergency alternative
concerned with %z constriucticn of & windbreak wall, 1100 yards long,
50 feet hizh andl 12 feet breod, from Fest to West across the British
sphers ot the neutral grovmd, anli the lovelling and keeping clear of
all obotacles of a strip 150 yards wide on each gide of the wall, which
would bs a steel frormaymrk covored with slats., It would run from
Gibraltar my (Wostern Beach) to Fiaclstrep Doy (Eastern Beach)
practically throurh “hs cenfsm of the racecourses The scheme would
cost £35,500

On 2ist. January, 1937, Cereral Harrington wrote to Mre Ormsby=-
Gore detailing cortuin irconvoniences which the scheme would cause to
civilian and Service 1ifo and work, adding " I am forced to agree on oy
present irTormation that theim is no practical alternative, but it may
be taken for granted that the ersotion of the proposed wall will give
rise to reprvaentations from Spein. " Iate that month Air Marshal Sir
Philip Jeubert és Ia Ferte (£.0.Ce in Go Cosstal Command) visited North
Fronte A repori of the Alr Marshal's opinion upon the "wall" scheme
was sent by General Harrington %o Field Marshal §ir Cyril J. Deverell,
KeB«Ess Chief of the Imperial Ceneral Staffs In a latter dated 27th,.
Janpary, 1937, Gercmal Harrington wrote, " Air Marshal Joubert de la
Ferte veubt to cxpmine this wall scheme and T understand was most definitew
ly agaira% i He asked if it had been examined by any really practical
flying expert and ag far as I know 1% has nots He said that he would
prefer no wall at all, "

The schemo for a yall vanished Scmporarily into uncertainty, and
the reclamaticn plan reappearad in a further letter from the Colonial

gecretars, dated 23vd. Aumust, 1537, vienw a proposal obish’appstent -
oeisinnked at firMinlely ma nxplained to reclzim from the sea on
the west side of the peninsula an avea 1000 yards by 800 yards - the fim%

hint of the plan which waas cventually to develop into the present 1800
yards ~wray. One featurc abont ths reclamation that wes perfectly clear
vas tit it would maan the abolitien of Gibroliar's only shipbuilding
yard, ilessrse Bland's, as well as some subsidiary firmse. " T have no
hesitation in saying, " wrote Geaerr | Harrington in an official despatch
to the Chief of the Imperinl General staff, “that there will be great
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feeling in Gibraltar against the uprooting of these firmms. Whilst I
entirely agree thet the requirerents of the Comiittes of Imperisl
Defence rust be pearemount, I, os Governor have to consider the effect
of this decision on the local workers arnd on Gibraltar as a whole ard
T have no hesitation in saying that the whols scheme will be mos
unpopular as it deprives Gibroltar of cerdain of its present amenitiles
ard conveys no benefits to Gihraltar of any kinde"

The first intimation that gpain knew what was afoot was a state-
ment obtained unofficially, doted 17th December, 1937, which said that
Franco's Covernment wos expecting work to begine I it was started
without consulbing them, their reply would be to fortify the neigh=
bourhoods 'This threat was forwarded by the Governor o the Var Office,
and on 3rd January, 1938, it reached the Foreign Office and hir
Ministry. 411 three were osked to mnko obgervations upon ite The
replies, trensmitted to the Under sdccregtory of state for the Colonies,
form an interesting conirast in charucter and attitude.

The fmyy Courcil said, brusquely, " The Army Council has no caments

to offer on this miter." The Foreign Office wos tarte "As far as

Mrs Bden is awere" the reply said, " it vos never contemplated that
ceneral Tranco's Adminisfration should be consulted on this subject.
Unless, therefore, the fortific:tion of the neizhbourhood of Gibraltar
repregents a serious threat to the safcty of that Colony, a mtter on
which Mr. Eden is not competent to advise, he does not consider it
necessary to make any notification fo the galamanca anthorities."

The 4ir Council, being more directly concernsd, made nore of it
L letter dnted 11th February, 1938 said "whether or not, for political
vessons, the gpanish Republican Government or the Nationalist Govern-
ment, or both, should be informed thet the Royal Lir Force arc taking
stops to enable aireraft to lard and refuel atb Gibraltar as a stage on
$he air ronte o the casts or vhether perhaps the informntion should
be conveyed to the leeal 5onaish authorities unofficinlly, are matters
on which the Air Council would not wish to comment. They are rost
anscious, however, bto expedite the work as much as possible, and if it
should be judged %o be desiroble that one or both of the existing
gpanish Governments should be inforned, the Council hope that it may be
posgible to avoid any negobiations which would have the effect of
delaying the work."

There these auestions were suspended, so far og Gibralinr was
concerned, until Genernl Harrington vme gucceeded in November, 1938,
by Genersl 3ir Bduund Ironsids, G.CuB.s 4t omce the new Governor
reopened them in his chavacteristic brisk fashion by a cable to the new
Chief of the Imperial staff, General Lord Gort, K.C.B., V.Cy,
who as it turmed out becore Governor of Gibraltar in 1941 ond vas then
able to bring the whole ratter to a conclusion. "Has this alrfield
sroposal, " General Ironside asked, " really been considered carefully"?
Iater, having exanined it more fully, he gent a further cable, "Hope-
less confusion of idess provoils here." The General discovered that
the C.in G* Meditorranean Flsot had n plan for a scaplane base north
of the Comercial linle and that the Rear fdniral at Gibraltar had
another for catapulting seaplancs from concesled hangars in the Rocke
"o one here has any idea of what is being ained at;" General Ironside
conplaineds "I can start work on clearing the airfield, but until T
know dofinitely the fiml object to be aimed at T carnnot act intelli-
gently." General Ironside told the C. ir C. Mediterrancen Fleet what
he had done and received o reply from Admiral 5ir Dudley Pound which
gaid, "I an most thanlkful that you have taken this mtter up so strongly."

General Ironside bombarded Tav OFfice with cobles and despatches
with such intensity that Lir Vice Marshal sir Richard E.C. Pci!.:-se, K.C.B.,
Deputy Chief of the Lir staff, was sent to Gibmm Tear. He r,zrr:.w& early
in February, 1939, and jrrediotely cabled to the Chief of Alr gtaff
confiming the Governorts roaues® for quick, decisive action on all
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matters concerned with the airfield, including the Spanish Problem.
When e returned to Tondun, Air lirrshal Feirse colled o meeting at
Air Ministry, on 28th February, which ims attended by representatives
of the Admirally, War O0ffice and Colonial Office. Tis, object was
"$o clear up uncertainty which existed concerning the requirements for
alr facilitieg ot Gibraltar." The decisions riached were based on
the sssumption that land and air action in the next war would never
cong near Gibraltare The R.4.F., the meeting apreed, would only use
the landing ground for occasional visits in peacesine, and possibly in
war as a staging post for refuelling reinforcing units on passage.
If & trade protection squedron were to be pemmnently based at
Gibraltar it would be squipped with flying boats or amphibians and, in
—~Tconsequence, would use prineipally the sea alipghting areage The case
of the Fleet Air 4m was differents When carriers came to Gibroaltar
there wiuld be a ghore reguirenent for keepinz two squadrons on the
airfield, In these circuistances the Adniralty agreed to provide
maintenance facilities ot North Front including honpar accormodation.
The C- in Ce Mediterranean suggested that the defence of the Rock
ghould be strengthened by a fighter s uadron, but Air Ministry replied
that they " did not consider that as on irmediate possihility."

The R.4.F'. requirerments could be met by the present strip. Ius
for the. continuous operation of two F.A.i, squadrons, ond for the
accormoda tion of any pemaenent unit, an airfield with adeounte spaoe
for lamding in 21l directions vms required. "The proposed reclarmtion
scheme} said & report of the meeting, sent to the Covernor to clarify
his instructions,” does not appearis pive a satisfoctory solution. He i
an cvperational airfield is required the reclamtion scheme must be re-
exaniined to establish whether an airficld for use in all conditions of
wind is practicable. In the mesrmhile work on the preparation of the
strip should continus."

It was agreed that the gpanish lotiomalist Goverment should be
inforred of the proposed developments on the lines that the plan was
nothing new, but that steps were beinz faken to perfect an alrcady
existing emergoncy landing ground; that when the inprovements were
corpleted, however, it would follow that the ground would be more
extensively nsed, and that Fleet Air Jm units from visiting carriers
would vse it for truining purposess

fir Vice llarshal Peirse wrote privately to General Iromside to
assure him that if he found altermative sites for Bland's and the other
works, and for his amy berracks, it was unlikely that they would be
interfer-ed. with by any expension of Air Ministry or Admiralty airfield
reauirements. He remrked about the reclamntion scheie that the rore
it was suudicd the less procticable it seersd, The Air Vice lorshal
added that the FPoreign Office had agreed to tell Franco at the first
opportunity. Zubsequent correspondence shows that the Air Council
wrote to the Foreign Office susgesting that "it would appear %0 be
desirable %o cultiwvate the gocd-will of the spanish Govormment towerds
the Janding ground to such an cxtent us ray be practicableg"

In a further effort to clear matters up for General Tronside the
Council wrote to the Admiralty, on 10%h iarch, 1939, expressing the hope
that their Lordships would co-cperate in ensuring that any scheme for
an airfield waz 2 fim] one. " It seems clearly desireble," said the
letter, "that it should be recognised that any further scheme of
development would be framed on the bagis of satisfying to the maximum
possible cxfent both Admiralty and Jir Ministry requirements for air
facilities at Gibraltar. If their Lordships agree the fir Courcil
propose that the Governor should be assured that this is the intention
of both departmentis."

As the scherme unfolded the problem of what to do with Bland's works
became an acute one for the Governore On 6th 4pril, 1939, General
Ironside wrote to the Wer Office and asgked approwl to leawve Blanmd's works
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‘n their present position until the reclamation was proceeded withe
The only deleterious effect of that would be to mrcrow tha landing
gstrip from 300 to 150 yards 2t the weitern portion. No reply was
reccived to this letter, which the War Office forwarded to the
Colonial Office, until se-.p;..ﬂmber, 1939, by which time other changes
had taken place in the plans for an airfielde

On 27th March, 1939, Admiral Sir Dudley Pourd sent to the Governor
a copy of a report which he had rade to the Admiralty, following a
discussion with the 1.0.C. Mediterranean Command, on the provision of
aircraf't at Gibroliar as a minimom short-term policy. Sir Dudley
Pound soid that it seemed to himy and the 4.0.C. concurred, that with
comparatively little extra expense the landing ground et North Front
could be suitably equipped and mode available for the operation of
disenbarked Fleet Jir Am airomft, reconnzissance alrcraft for patrol
of the gtraits and for twde protection and fighters for the defence of
the Fortress. His comments eppear to be the first appeal for decisive
action voiced by anyone who might be expected to moke practical use of
the airfield once it wos finisheds "It is most strongly urged," he
sald, "that the question of fitiing out the North Front airfield so
that it con perform the functions I have outlined should be taken up
with Air Ministyy, quite apart from the provision of the reconmaissance
aircrafts" The Admiral wos not in favour of ony proposal to establish
a scaplane or flying-boat base at Gibraliar, "Given a properly
eguipped airfield snd the necessary sireraft for reconmissance," he
said," the need for such & base becomes of less importance since it is
understood that with the inecreased endurance of medem aireraft the
trend of development is towards the use of lamd planes for long-range
reconnaissonce over the sea, whon the necessary airfields exist,
rather than flying-boots or float planes." Nothing came of this
irmediately and the work of clearing North Front went on o fast as
equipment and labour permittod.

The matter of fighters was raised sgain in July, 1939, when the
Royal Mavy wae considered to ke in charge of the firfield at North
Frant. The Amy Council wrote to the idmiralty tc stote that they
wera "very much concermed &1 the inmadequacy of the facilities for air
co-operation which at present exist in Gibraltar." ds a rosult, the
Council said, the trmining of anti-airveraft punners and searchlight
units was seriocusly lrdicapped and the readinese of the garrison for
war wag being prejudiced., At 2 tine when Gempeny wvas producing great
guantities of Hes 111's and Jue 88's, which had proved their efficiency
in the Spanish Civil War, the Ay Council had to confess to the
Admivelty that they could only obtain slow float-planes with which to
train their anti-aiveraft units in mcdern Qefences These aircraft
care from Malta ard were available only for three nonths in a year,
and then at the expense of Malta's training, a circumstance to which
the Counecil very wisely stated that it was not prepared to agree.

"We learn from the Air Council", said the letter, "that there is
no prospect of a material inerease in the amount of co-operation which
can be provided from R.d.F. resourccs until the 194L0-41 training
geasons It appears, therofore, that the only possibility of inproving
the situation in the irmediate future is by assistance mm the part of
HeM, ships carrying airerafts In view, therefore, of the presens
difficulties at Gibraltar the Counoil would greatly appretiate arny
assistance which the Lords Comissioners of the Admiralty could provide,
particularly during the part of the year (nommally August to .Apt‘il}
when there is no aireraft flight located 2t Gibraltar." The Admiralty
agreced to provide Pleet Adr Amm aircraft to be stationed permanently at
North Front for the practice required by the Jrmy.

By now the Spanish werc watching Worth Front carefully and be=-
giming to make public commentss This was one of the first problems
to be faced by General Ironside's successor, Licutemant General gir
Clive Liddell, K.0.Bs. An article appeared in Franco's newspaper
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"irriba" in August, 1939, which coneluded, "a few days ago, in one of
onr editorials, we expressed the hope that for the sake of £Zood re=-
lations between Spain and Britain the old dispute about Gibraltar
would now be settleds Today we have to confess that the attitude
expressed by England in esteblishing this military airfield eighty
retres from our lines is not the best woy to arrive at an unde rs tand ing
or to confirm en expressed desire for frienmdship, particularly if these
nilitary defence works are zoing to be built on land over which we have
todny, as alwys, unquestiomable right of saévreignty,"

Genera 1l Liddell sent the report to the "er Office. "The local
situation, now that the gpanish war is over," he wroteMis repidly
becoring worse." The spanish had begun to build defences in their port-
ion of the "neutral" or polsmic ground snd had incressed the maard at
the Frontiers "I have rcached the conclusion,” Ceneral Tiddell went
on, "that until His MaJesty's Govormment establish a fricndly busis of
discussion on the matter, if no move, the series cof pin pricks %o
which Gibraltar is subjected will increszse and that friendly relations
with gpain will be difficult, if not impossible of achieversnt,"
General Liddell pointed out that before coming to Gibraltar he had
been instructed to do all in his power to cstablish friendly relations
with Spain, He a.ked for early infomation as to the Covermacnt's
policy in the mttor.
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PART (NE. 1901 -1939.

VIII ~ An End of Argument - the Ruway Completed.

When var begon: the situation so far as operations were concerned
viorked out very mich as had been anticipateds There were no alrcraft
at North Front as the anti-aircraft practice flying vas being dono by
three gwordfish of No. 3 Anti=-fircraft Co-operation Unit from R.4.F,
irlte which were fitted widh floatas The only other aircraft ajb
Gibraltar were three French floa%-plancss 4 few days after the 3rd
september, 1959, the Royal Air FPorce arrived at Gibraltar from Malta
and formed No. 200 Group, with Headquarters in the Bristol Hotel, and
began to operate flying boats of No. 202 squadron from the harbour.
Tt activity is referred to in Part II of this marrative.

g0 far as North Front vas concerned, the need for an efficient
operatioml airfield for the Royal Mavy amd .4.F. had becoms a matior
of some urgencys. Very scon a new voice arose in the appeals for
unity of purposc and decisive actions It came from Group Captain
#"sE«P. Barrington, who commanded No. 200 Group under she direction of
tte A.0.C, Mediterramwan Command. On 30th 3eptember, 1939, the
Group Captain roported to the 4,0.C. that half the "prepured strip"
would not be awvailable under six months and that the ofher half could
rever become ownilable until the srrison hute were vacated. Tt is
now clear," he said " that no sanction has been given for the construct-
ion of anything more than an-grergency landing ground without hangar
or workshop sccormedation, and the Spanish Juthorities have been told
that the present construction is solely for that purposes Purther, 1%
is unlikely thet the Poreign 0ffice will consont to an alteration of
policye 't is apparent that even when this landing strip is completed
it cammot be used for any other purpose thon as an emergency landing
ground and that until such time as the political situation vis-a-wvis
Spain changes completely the suggestion to operate land airoraft from
Gibralizr is impracticable." In view of the urgent nzed for patrolling
as ruoh of the zea west of Gibraltar as possible the Group Captain
suggested operating a shore based squadron fron Port Iyoutey in con-
juotion with the Frenchs He wrote his letter after o conference af
Goverrment House to discuss a cable from the Tar Office giving
instructions for two Bellmn hangars fu be erected near the airfield
for the use of the Royal MNavy.

After the conference the Governor cobled a reply to the Tar Offics
suggesting thnt the order was the result of 3ir Dudley Pound's repors
to Adniralty of 27th March, 1939. '"Possibly Adnmiralty, War Office
and Air Ministry arc not in closest co~gperation on the problen of
working aireraft from Gibraltar," was General Liddell's comments
He pointed cut that the R.4.F. had arrived at Gibraltar and that be Iad
received informntion from the Colonial Office that an inbter-depart-
rental conference hod agreed to ask the Admiralty to give an assuronce
that they would not raise any further requircments which night interfore
with the schere for the emergency landing strip. General Liddell also
took the opportunity to infom the Var Office that as he had had no’
reply to his roquest in lugust for scomething %o be dore about informing
the gpanish what vas afoot he had dore so hirge 1f's "Having in mind oy
previons instructions," he said, " I have informed the spanish Consul
cereral here that -our only intention is to have an crergerncy landing
ground.®

There vwas no bmediate reply from the War 0ffice to tiesse points.
Tnstcad, the Governor wos asked two questions which confimmed
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his belief that something more than an emergency landing was wvisvalised
in the near futures Ope was a reauest for informtion about the
possibility of fowing or man-handling aircraft with folded wings
along the roads leading to North Fronts The other asked for &n
opinion about the cost and advisability of excavating hangars in the
face of the Rock at the north eastern ends No time was wasted in
obtaining the answerss It was found that aircraft could be moved
sasily along the roads; and that tunnel hangars were practicable,
would cost £40,000 and take twelwe months to build, but that they would
have many disadveantapges, inoluding & vulnerability to fire from the
nobth east, In formarding this information General Liddell sent a
personal cable to the Chief of the Imperial General gtaff asking him
if he was awarce of what was lappening and requesting a defindte policy
ard instructionss ‘the C.I.G.8, replied that he vas ovare of the
mtter and wes trying o get a polioy defined without delay. This
wvos followed by a War Office message that Admiralty and Alr Ministry
stated the carly demolition of avny hutments was eswentinls

Meantime No. 200 Group's problems had been solved temporerily by
a letbter from the 4,0.C. Mediterrancan which stated that no gwordflsh
aireraft could be sent o Gibraltar and that certain operatiomal facts,
in addition to the political implications, made it seom evident that
there wmg no likelihood of the Group being oalled upon to operate
ghore hosed aircraft in the ncar futures On the general matter of
the airfield the A.0.C. said, "whon the 150 yords strip is ready it
will be time enough to take up the question of using it."

The Rear Admiral Commanding North Atlantic, Rear Admirel Dudley
B.N. North was the next to make himself heard when he recalled in a
lettor to Admiralty the sea reclamotion gcheme for a runway and &
naval geaplane slipway ond pointed out that they would be possible
from material beiny tunnelled out of the Rook, but that a deoision
would have fo be mode soon ofterwise the material would be dumped into
the seas He also reported that No., 200 CGroup had agked for the slip=-
vay site to build & hangar for flyiny boatss "I sugout," he said,
"if this is approved it should be regnrded as an onoroachment for the
duration of the war in view vf the projected allooation of the sibe
for mval purposcss" This matter wog to produce some disagresment
in later years.

While this voe going on General Liddell had sent another cable to
Lorden drawing attention to "uressurc being brought by Admiraliy and
Adr linistry 4o conwvert North Front to an operations airfield." The
Governor hoped the Colonial Gffice would press for the limitations of
the landing ground for emergency landings only and discourage any
change of policy involving %he breakingz of his word to the Spanish
authorities unless H.M. Government first orrive@ at an ogreement with
the gpoanish Govirnments He was assured, in a roply from the Colonidl
Offico, that his wviews would be given full consideration at inter=-
deportmental discuseions which were then proceeding on the question
of communicsting with the gpanish Government in regard to the use of
the anirfield.

The result of these discussions became appavent on 4th Deceomber,
1939, when the Governor rcceived 2 copy of 2 seoret despatoh from the
Foreign Office to the British Arbassador at Modrid, sir Maurloe
Feterson, K.C.M.G.. I¥ vas accompanied by a letter from Mr. Maloolm
MaoDonald to General Liddell in which the Colonial gcovetary made the
surprising stateriont that an aide-remoire handed to the Duke of Alba,
spanish Arbassador in London, on 25th April, 1939, mnd said the improve=
ments to the landing ground would not offect the general uges to which
it vos put and that it would remain primorily an erergency landing
ground vhich would also be available for the periddical training of
disembarked eircraft of the Fleet Air Amas "It is not proposed," the
lottor went "to seek the assent of the gpanish Goverrment for the use



of the landing sround for the purposes in view, ond although it is not
the intention of His Majesly's Govermment to emplgy the landing

ground for operatiomal purposes, it is not condidered desirable to
furnish the jpanish Goverment with any assurance on this pointe"

The letter added that the GCovermwnt were advised that they were on sure
ground from the legal point of wviewe They were not willing to comprom-
izse thelr position by seeking an agreenment with the Zpanish Goverment
which, for tactical reasoms, would most certainly be rcfuseds

On 218t Noverber, 1939, the Governor received the first definite
informe tion that the main reclanantion schere had been abandonede This
news was contained in a letter from Hrs MacDonald which referred fo
General Tronside's letter of 6th April § "rhe Adr Council, in consulte—
tion with the Admiralty, "Mre. MacDonald wrote, "have decided that only
the landing strip should be proceeded withe" The lotter also zaid that
the Air Council had decided that Bland's Works rust be noved, an insone
sis fenoy that the Governor found hard fo understand, It referred to the
foot that in view of the creation of an airficld at MNorth Front the Amy
establislment had been decreased, and rade cerfain sussestions for an
altermative site for the works by the demolition of pert of tlo barrackse

4 greater surprise followed. A Tar Office cable of 7th March,
1940, said "Possible only northern strip of landin; sround ray be required.
Postpone work on southerm ponding deoision.” This was the result, it
turned out, of a letter sent by the Ldrdralty to the Lir Council on
Lthe March, 1940, in which it wos stoted that the Fleet Air Amm require-
ments in Gibraltor ad been reconsidered in the lisht of recent events
and Sheir Lordships " now regard the full inplerentation of their pro-
posals at Gibraltar as a matter of less urgency than previously." Their
Lordships supggested confining the work to the northem half of the land-
ing strip and asked the Air Courcil if they would firee "eonsideration
being given to the execution of the rensining projects if future events
ghould requive it." The work on the nuwmy was altered accordingly and
when it wos completed the RedeFe and Fleet dir Arm vwerc able to use it
operatiomlly with fair success, although it wes searcely adequate for
the Lockheed Hudsons and the Wellingtons which the R.4.F. brouzht out
later and was responsible for reny croshes, This is also dealt with in
Fart II. .

in extension to the rummy appearcd to love been forgotien in London.
Ho mwre wag heard of it until March, 1941, when the new Governor, General
Lord Gort, received a copy of a letter written by one of the private
secretaries on behalf of Mrs Winsfon Churchill to 5ir soruel Hoare, Bhe,
the British drbassador ot Modride It pointed out that since the arrival
of the Germans in gicily the risk of interception of “witish aircraft on
their wvay to the !{iddle Bsst hed been greatly increased. It wos proposed,
therefore, to rmmke the journoy with an intemedinte halt at Gibraltar,
}Mr. Churchill referred to the fact thot the Spanish Govermment had been
told the lending ground would only be used in an creriency and proceeded
to zive a chamcteristic definition of the word. "In one sense the war
itsel? congtitutes an cnergency," he wrote. "In a mrrover sense an
emergency is crested by the fact that aecroplanes cannot safely fly direct
to the Middle Eagte In a thind sense landings of these aimrmali will ro%
be regular but intermittent." 1In these cirowrstannes, Mr. Churohill
inforned the irbassadory be had agrecd o the usc of the landing ground
on condition that no violntion of gponish tervitorinl rights would in
practice be involved, that landings would be intermittent and that 80 far
as possible the aireraft would arrive " singly ani unos tenta tious ly."
The letter concluded, " I an satisfied that if the Spanish E'r-.:wr_w:cnt
object it can be plausibly rerresented that the use of the landing pround
is corpatible with the assurences that have been piven %o thens I do not
consider that it is necessory or desirable to consult the Spanish author-
ities or to infom them of whati is proposed.

By 6th. April the first of the transit aircraft had arrcived =
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Wollingtons and Bombays = and successful tests had been carried out for
tako-off from Norih Front with full load. Th improve the service and
remove certain obstacles the new 0.C. Ifo. 200 Group, Group Captain 4.D.
Rogers, asked for Amy ausistance pending the arrival of a H.4.F. detoch-
ment from U.K. The request was put through the Viee Admiral at
Gioraltar, Rear Admiral G.F.B. Edward-Sollins, who «pproved and suggested
an Inter-gervices Committee o discuss the mottere This committeee vas
formed and met on numerous occasions, with the result that many problems
vwere solved satisfactorily and harmoniously. This cormittee ook the
inportant decision, after consultetion with London, to deepen the width
of the rummy and create a new extension westwards at an angle to the
origiml strip. This meant the abolition of three recreation grounds but
wos & big improvement in efficiendy, The extension formed a V tovards
the south=vest with the existing strip ard was actually the foundation or
begimning of the present rummye

lord Gort wos enthusiastic about the new plan and gave neny details
his personal attention, The work went sheod of saticiaciory speed.
4 quick methed of building the rumway vas ovolved with the use of broken
atorne rolled, then cold sproyed with an emlsion of bitumen, A certain
apount of extension into the sea just above high vater mark was necessary
tut nothing embitious was envisagede It was with sorething of a shock,
therefore, that the Inter~8srvices Coimiitee received an order from Adr
Ministry on 274h October, 1941, that the new rurwey vas o be extended to
g fiml length of 1,550 yards and have a width of 150 yards, The cable
giving the order used the phrase, " iLir Chief larshal 5ir Ed@mr
Tudlow=Hewitt (Director of Organisation) says the scheme is practicable."

Iord Gort's reply saild, "It would appear %o be a mrjor enzinecring
feat." The Governor explained in a cable to the Ver 0ffice that i% en-
tailed helf a million %ons of £illing ard building the rumay over 500
yards into the sea without any lee %o protect consiruction works I%
might take two years. He concluded, " os any such project rust effect
essentisl work for the defence of the Portress amd involve Iy persomal
responsibilities I presume the whole question hes boen cxoriined on the
highest level." The War O0ffice replied, "Matter hos been on high lovel."

On 3rd November, the Governor sent to the War O0fTice his plang and
estirates for the work., The rumey in the sea would kave a freeboard
of 6 feet 6 inches above high wotwr and 400,000 cubic yards of filling
would be required. He suggested the work be given to e fim which
specialised in harbour works of thit type ard magnitudes

The new scheme &latmed the British Avbessador at Mpdrid. I
cabled Lord Gort, "to embark on foundation of so extensive a plan will
raise most embarrassing questions with Spenish authoritics. A discreet
and strictly limited rcclamation might irprove landing ground witheudk
cither embioiling us with Spar®sh Govermment or taking many months or
possibly years Ho complete." ;

Nevertheless, the scheme went chead and with it the creetiom of a
Royal Air Force station at North Front. Then details were worked out
acourately it became apparent that the exicnsiom over the sea would be
exactly 570 yards, The work was beyond ony of the rosources of
Gibraltar, but it was urgent, for the United States of America had
joined in the voices from high quarters, North Front would be reguired
" a5 a necessary insurmnce in the U.5. Air Ferry gervice from Vest
Africs to the United Kingdom" - the orriwal of the first U.5. bombers
to assist in the borbing of Germanye No trouble would be %oo muche
Tord Gort was promiscd labour and plant fron Britain within three months
ard certain plant from America., lMeantine, the completion of the orig-
imal strip to & maximun length end efficiency becare & work of the first
priority. There was dismay when it vas recalised that the road from
spain could not be diverted and would required to cross the extended
runway. This would meen sase 7,000 neulrals we Lcing more or less agross



In February 1943 the limit of the extension had been recched,

Trucks were tipping hundreds of tons of rubble into the woter
of the enclosed area to fill it ups ALl troces of the race-

course and the "preparcd strip" have vonished.
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the centre of the rumwmy twice a day on their way to work in Gibraltar,
It was %too rmuch to hope that the skill and vigilance of the sccurity
authoritics would prevent the infiltration ofecnery syupathisers amd
even of agentsse It was an unheard of sidtmtion; but there was no
altermatives The only safepunrd was to extund the sgsteme of Security
Defence begun in Gibraltar at the time of the Abyssinian war and to
apply it with an intensity unknown ot hoee The Security Officers of
the three gervices were not the "Cinderellas" they are at home stations,
but became ren of supreme irportances

The work wag inspected by the 4.0.C. in Ce Coa.tal Cormand, Air
Chief Marshal 3ir Philip Joubert de la Ferte, towerds the end of Nov-
ember, 1941s Le expressed the wview that the project being in any
case a major one it was worth considering, ss a fiml answer, an
extonsion of half & mile seaward so as fo provide a rumway with 2 total
length of 1200 yardss That would involve the demolition of Blard's
Works which successive Governors had sought to preserve. This
subigestion waa opprowved by the Air Council in December but as a 1ong
tern policys The immedinte task, fimlly decided at a mecting in
London on i6th December, 1941, was -to extend the rumay to 1,550 yards.
Worlk could then tegin on the further cxtension pruvided thai the run=-
way cculd be used with freedom at all times. Prelininary work wms
begun a few days Inter ard started in real earnest when the first of
the plant and persomnel arrived from Pritein, Consfruction units ani
their fearsone equipment mde life at North Front hideous with dust
and noise.  Stores aixd rubblo were blasted fron the Rock ond dug from
tunnels at a phenomenal mutber of tors deily and throwm into the sea
50 fom the foundation of the extended runway. The extension began
to reach out into the Pay wiih irpressive ropidity: but to the fow
seniors officers who khew the Very Secret reason for the energibic
drive to get the job done the progress scered slow. RElsewhere there
vas equally intensive activity. ien working like ants obliterated all
trace of the precious racecourse and its lovely surroundings. Buildings
srrang up everywhere. The humblest worker sow aipns growing of im-
portant events shead, although even those who were far f+dn hunlle
could not do more than puess the resson for this sudden and extensive
plans The political and other objeciions that scemed de important
in the 1930's vanished, es the intensive work had begun, almost in a
nighta

Lord Gort vos 2 tireless director of the worke BEarly cwery norn-
ing he went to North Front and smlked round the construction FAngs
encouraging thom and sturting o competitive spirit by telling each one
that it was lagging behiad the others. Work wens on all day for
scven days a weeke The trucks ceorrying the "speil” and rocks fron
the guarrics which had teen begun ot the north-east portion of the Rock
known as the"scree" werc an nlnost continmous procession; those that
brought interial from the tunnellings clsewherc on the Roclk were givem
30 minntes for the round trip and worked fo tire-table. The daily
"carty" of mterial to fill the runwey ves in the region of 7,500 tons,

tn 12th Jeruary, 1942, the rummy hod been extended to 985 yards
and an undertaking was given to the fir Council that it would be 14150
yards by the end of April. 4 request for even greanter energy to be
expended came in a sigml from London on 24th Marveh when it wms
pointed out that the scale of air atiack on lalta was causing heavy
casua lbies to aimraft reinforcing to the Middle Eas% and Indin which
had to mke a stop there. Air Ministry wus arranging %o strip
vellingtons as far as possible so that they could fly fron Britain to
Gibraltar and themce direct to Egypts t'weuld mean taking-off from
North Front with a wery heavy load of petrol and that would he quite
impossible until the rwmwaey had been oxtonded to ab least 1150 yards.
"Regqueat all energies on immedinte work" said the s_igml "at the
ckpense if necessary of prepaving the romining distance." A new
estimnte of the date when the 1150 yards extension would be completed

Was Yoquesteds



4 clepse—up of the final reclamation work taken on the samc

daye CAlcth Pebruar 1943
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Tord Gort repiird at onc., "within fen days." He then mde o
personal inspection of the work, had a talk with the technical off'icers
and civilian experts, ond cabled "Possibly 3rd Aprils Certeinly 7th
April." He redoubled his cfforts to encourage the workers and then
drove his staffs until they reminfed each other that he once had the
nickname "Tiger Gort". On ist April he sent a signal {o the Chief
of the Imperial General gtaff guarantecing completion by the evening
of 3rd April, twenty seven days earlier than the original estimate, one
of the great constructional aschicvements of the wars The G.I1.G.3.
replied, "Please convey my congratulations to all concerned."

After tint the tempo slackersd a little, but not nuch, for the
1550 yards extension had %o be comzleted for a much more inportant
operation, one about which few people at that time had any informa tion
- Qperation Torch, fthe £1ied landings at flgiers, Oren and Casablaneca.
when this operstion took place in November the rumay wes Jjus¥ under
1550 yards lomgs. In January, 1943, the extension "frame" to 1800
yards had been completed and the rumwey was ready for use %o its full
length in July. By that time nothing wha tever remained of the
Victoria Gardens and the racecoursec, a transTormtion which the major-
ity of the eivilian population did not witness because they had been
evacuated from the Rock until the end of the war.

&



isbove is a photograph of the tree-lined roadway that used to
lead past lorth Front racecourse to the frontier, which can
be seen at the end of the roads  Below is the same road after
lorth Front sirfield had been campleted, showing the traffic
lights on the north side of the runway.




FLYIING FRCA THE ROCK.

"Tt's dogged as does it. T4 cink
thinking about it ————=———-!

Anthony Trollope.
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NORTH FRONT DURDNG 19444

This photograph, taken from a Hudson, shows what North Froant

airfield locked like during the last year of the war,
(5th Jenunry, 1944)



TRAWTTIC AND PARKING.

The stream of oivilian traffio, which oan only coter or loave

Gilraltar by crossing the runwey, is olearly illustrated in
this early morning picture. Parking difficulties for air-

araft can also be apprecioteds The photograph was taken

eight veeks after Operation Torchs  (1st Jamuary, 1943 )
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very first major ecrisis emcountered on arrival at Gibtulbtar was that of
accormodation, & problem which inevitably could enly be solved by
borrowing a small numher of antiguated barracks and a very limited
range of barrack cquipment from the army authoritiess In making this
neighbourly gesture the army are to be congratulated because almost at
the same period they themselves began %o find their own accommodation
wortries extremely harassing."

The operational organisation vey the comparatively simple one of
bringing Nos 202 Squadromn to the Rock and mooring their aireraft in the
mrbour, Gibraltar Bay provided more than zn gdeguatoiarea for daliceoff
and alighting. 1ich wva8® achieved in those flying-boat oporations, a
great deal was 2dded fo the glory of Coastal Command's unique share in
the var, and No, 202 3quadrén, which flew from Gibraltar throughout the
wary made a reputation for itself that ranks with the higheat and croated
a tradition the equal of anything done in the long history of wvars in
the Mediterrancan. Vhen the squadron left the Fock in gseptember, 194k,
it could be said that the end had come of the war in the Western
lMediterransans

In 1938 the squadron was stationed af Kalafrana, Malta, When the
poasibility of wer vas being considered it wes decided that Malta would
becare untenable, in all probability, for some time. The Mediterranean
Fleet would certainly mowe, and as the basie function of the squadron at
that %ime vas Fleel reconnaissance, o mobilisation scheme vms coapiled.
Gibraltar and Alexandria were %o be bases used by the Pleet and the
8quadron. The scheme ves given a trial in September, 1938, when the
Sauadrom was ordered to 4lewandria, The move vms accomplished in four
deys and the squadron remained there for four months. Experience goined
showad that the scheme required amending aml a further fest, with the
squadron operating from Gibraltares In February, 1939,Wing Commander
EJh+ Blake, M., the Comending 0fficer, took four aircmft to Gibraltar.
He made arrangements for mooring sites and fScco-modation, carried out
several exercises %o test conditions, and generally made all preparations
so that the squadron could operate from Gibraltar as soon as it arrived
there. U4s a result when the squadron was posted to Gibraltar on 9th
September, 1939, it was operating within 24 hours of arriving at the Rock,

Orders Lo move to Gibraltar vere received at Malta at 0300 hours
on 9th september and the first aircraft was airborme at 0530, 4z the
squadron was then equipped with Iondons and each one had %o be loaded
with material neceasary for immediate operations on arrivel at Gibraltar
an overnight stcp had to be made at Bougie. The aircrafi reached Gib-
raltar the following day and the first operational soriie took off at
0700 hours on 11th september, t sortie was an anti U-Boat patrol
of the straifs, and the second ves an escort to the east of the Rock.
These were two of the types of operations which were to keep the squadron
busy for precisely two days less than the noxt five years, for No. 202
Squadron rerained at Gibraltar until 9th september, 1944. The remsinder
of the squadron's persomnel arrived at Cibraltar in H.ILS. Shropshire,
on 135th Septermber, 1939, and the arrangements rade by Wing Commender
Blake were at uvnce brought into force. There was no slipway and no hangar.
No. 20 Shed on the North Mole was taken over from the Navy. Offices were
erected, the maintenance persomnel improvised workshops in the shed and
acequate stores were installed in odd ¢orners. To begin with all 60 hour
and rajor inspections were done at Maltas Iater the 60 hour inspections
were done at GEe-Cun Wharf, the aireraft being 1ifted on to the wharf by a
crane. ‘hen Ifaly entered the war major inspections at Malta became
impossible and the work vms transferred to the United Kingdom, The
Londons were only able to make the trip when winds were favourable, the
aircraft freely stripped of sll removable equiprent,and extra petrol
carried on board.

Group Captain Barrington arrived at Gibraltar with his staff in H.M.S.
Hostile early in geptember, 1939. The war really came to Gibraliar in



4 Catalina of Nos2n2 Squadron on i/U patrol over the Streits.

(6th Sepbember,1943)a
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Getober, 1939, when threc nerchant vessels were sunk in the approaches
to the 3traits and No. 202 Squadron made their first U-Boat sighting
anl attack without successs One of the carly incidents of the squad-
ron's operations was the sighting of the Genmn merchant ship
"Glucksburg" ag she was leaving Cadiz harboure 4 London shadowed her
until H.K.3. "7ishart", in sizml communication with the flying-boat,
intercepted the Germsn which then ran hersclf aground. From arrival
until the end of December, 1939, No. 202 Zguadron esrried out 95 anti-
U-Boat patrols, 56 convoy cscorts, 13 rccommiissance pztrols and six
photographic sorties, a total of 1027 flyinz hours.

Meintenance wos assisted in December, 1939, when the R.A.F. depot
ship "Durwna" arrived at Gibraltar but it was still little better
than meke-shift and quite unsuited to a long wares A search was mde
for accommodation on which a flying-boat station could be established
It vas fourd early in 1940 on an area of land north of the doclyard
which was being reclaimed by the Mawy and on which it waz proposed to
build married guarters for civilian dockyard workers. The ground
was given to the R.A.F. on condition that most of the buildings, some
of which were slrendy being built, should retain their original design
ag three-room f'latse This wos the metter referred to by the Rear
Admiral (page 24 :) when he wrote to Admirelty and called their atten-
tion to the need for meking over the land for war-time purposes only,
an attitude on which there wms some contention in later yearse Once
the land veg taken over work wes begun on a slipvay, 2 hangar'and
other accommode tion peculiar to a flyins-boat stotion. About this
fime . Wing Commander Blake relinguished command of No. 202 Sguadron
and vas avarded the 0.B.E. for the services he had rendered in estab-
Lishing R.A.F. operations 2% Gibraltar.

It was not until July, 1940, that the squadron experienced its
firgt adir fights The French in North Africa were cousing trouble and
one of the more dangerous Jobs assigned to Gibraltar aircraft was to
carry out reconmaissance of the Africen coasts On 7ith July, a
sunderland attachd fo No. 202 sguadron ves on such an operation off
Ligicsrs ard Oran and was cobserving a naval action with the French
Fleet when an attack was mede by three French Curtis fighters. The
sunderland shot dovm two and returned to Gibraltar riddled by machine-
gun bullets and with a gunner badly wounded. The scuadron!s first
lozss occcuryred after it had been & year at Gibraltar. On 14th
geptember, 1940, & London wag shot down by a2 Prench fighter while it
wag on one of the reconmaissance patrols over Casablanca. The first
successes on anti-U-Boat patrols occurred during Qctober, 1940, when
the squadron co-operated with surface crmaft in destroying two Italian
subrarines .

Up to Moy, 1941, the squadron was still operating with London
flying=boats and swordfish float-planes which had been fteken over from
No. 3 4.4.C.U, ag a floet-plane flight, bath reliable and thoroughly
respectable aircraft but by that time not capable of kceping pace with
. the progress.of the air vare In Mey, 1941, therefore, it began to re-
“gouip with Catalinas, the first of which was flowm from the United
Kingdom by scuedron Iecder G.i. Harger who subsequently commanded the
Squadron 2nd was with it when it left Gibreltar in 1944. Nine days
after its arrival the Catalina wvas attacked by four F.W. Euriers while
carrying out one of the long-range convoy escorts into the Atlantic.
The wey in which the new aircraft acquitted ifself against the Kuriers,
then & serious mensce to shipping, vas highly encouraging to the
squadron. The Catalina fought with them for half 2n honr and drove
them offe The convoy wes not dermageds ‘Two of the Kuriers, it was
discovered later, failed to return to their base.

4 few days after this sguccess, two Londons attacked the German
passenger ship "Alsterter". Some damage was done to the ship, which
egscaped in thick weathere When sighted next day by destroyers she
senttled herself,



dAlgeciras is on

4 Catalina of No. 202 Squadron taking-off.
the left. A I

(11th Wovember, 1942)
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One of the Squadron's earliest decore tions weg won in 2 venerable
swordfish which at the tims had its "™rheels" on ond was operating from
North Fronte On 20th July, 1941, a signal was received from & Blenheim
in distress west of the gireitss Flying Officer F.E.G. Rashleigh wes
sent out in ¢ gwordfish and sighted the wreck of & Blenheim about 20
miles south of Isrvache, in Spanish lMorocco. While the pilot circled
the wreck he gow scveral hundred Arabs in groups nearby. Three figures
detached themselves and waved frentically to him and Reshleigh concluded
that they were the Blenheim crew. Hec flew away, found 2 suitable
Ianding ground out of sight of the Arabs, amd put the wordfish down
safoly. The Blenheim crew raced o the spot and before the Arabs
realised what vms hoppening they had scrombled abeard the Swordfishe

The Arabs, howevery did not s%and and gape at thiz dering rescue

a htempt; they mode-a spirited atteck upon the swordfish with what
appeared to be rifle fire and started to close in on it. Rashleigh gou
rid of them in a simple but effective manner by turning the tail of

the swordfish towards them and revving his engine. The resultant
sandstorm caused some inconvenience to the Arabs and Rashleigh was able
to take off sueccessfully without further opposition. Iater Plying
Off'icer Rashleigh wag awarded a D.F.C.

Plans to mect the incrcasing enemy threat to the Western Meditor-
wmnean and Gibmmltar besgn fo taks shape. A Cozstal Command Oper-
atiomal 3quadron had errived ot North Pront. Work ati the new flying-
boat station wes mking good srogross. The larpe hangar wes nearing
completion in september, 1947, and gs the living sccomodation boeane
ready the squadron and stetion pergsomnel began o move ine Most of
them, including circrew, had been living out in hotols and flots in

the tovme.

The hangar, 2 conspicuous silvery building on the cdge of the new
slipiay, wos occupicd during the second week in zeptember when the
sguadron abandoned Noe. 20 Shed. In later yeors a belief grow, and was
passed on to newcomers as fact, that the hangar had been built and
presented by the Americans os part of thoir memorial for the 1914 - 18
wiare The Americans did build a war.memorial at the top of the steps
leading o0 Line Woll Road, nesr the now station, to comemorate their
agsocirtion with the Royal Nawy in the Meditermnean. And 2% one time
the 0.5, MNavy used 8s a8 hangar for thelr floatplanes the building
which is now the Mavel Trust Cinema, but they had nothing to do with
the crection of the R.AF. anmrp,.

Almost at once the thing happened to the new stetion which veas the
cormion experience of those who occupied new R.4.F. stetions anywhere at
home or sbroad - it became too smalls Operations at Gibraltar were
expanding. Noe. 200 Group found that the Tover vias not biz cnough for
the incrcosing staff and decided to mowe into the new buildings. A
mmber of Nissen huts had to be built fo accommods te the 3guadron Offices,
stores and other eguipments How great a difficulty it must have becn
to find room for ths huts can be appreciated by anyone who cares to
wall round the present R.AF. gtation, New Camp. The controllers of
os 200 Group occupied the new operstions rooms Crews could then be
briefed on the spot, instead of having fto ftake transport to the Tower,
ez transport for the R.A.F. in those days vas scarce. Because of the
distance, brigfing 2t the Tower hed to be done several hours beforc the
aircraft were due %o teke—-offe

An Air Comodore was appointed o Gibralter, Air Commodore 3.F.
simpson, M.C., and on 21st Docember, 1941, soon efter his arrival, No.
200 Group wos disbended and all flying at Gibraltar ceme under the con-
trol of R.AJF. Gibralstar, with the 4.0.C. directly responsible to Head-
quarters Coastal Cormand. An sres Coobined Headguarters was formed with
the Mavy 2t the Tower, fron the opercfions room of which orders were issued
to North Front and the flying-boet station, the organisetion being similar
fic that of o Group &% home.



This Catalina has just rounded Buropa Point on returning from

patrols (11th November,1942)
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II - North FProni's Early Squadrons. -

A% the opening of 1542, then, the Royal.iir Force was fTimly
established in Gibraltar as a growing operational concern, with a
squadron of flying-boats and one of land aireraft, assisted by attebh=
rents from other R.A.F, and 7.4.4. squadrons, under its control.

Oper tions were carried out on a policy evolved to meet the rapid
growth of the war over ihe head, as it were, of the discussions going
on about the development of North Fronts Mo lta was being raided
viciously. spain's attitude o the Axls wes uncertain and might at
2ny %time break into an open allience leading to an attack upon
Gibraltar. A more obvious danger was crcated when the Germens began
o take over from the Vichy French in North Africa. There was a
distinct threat that Tighting in the eastern amd central Mediterranean
would spread westwards.

It was also early in 1942 that the U-Boat attacks became.more
frequent and troublesore in the western Mediterranean, the gtraits of
Gibraltar and the western approaches. The eneny had been driven
farther end farther avay from British shores and was taking advantage
of bases in France, and,it was suspected, probably in spain as well,
%o operate in large nuwabers upon the great volume of shipping passing
between the Mediterrancan, Hritein and the United states. 1o one -
could heve any more doubt about the wigdom of pushing forwerd with
the building of 2 modern ruray at North Front; it zeemed that
Gibraltar might now pey 2 handsome dividend for the lives and effort
that had been spent in retaining possession of it for 240 years. The
responsibility of the R.A.F. at Gibraltar was 2 heavy one.

Photographic reconmaissance wes one of the big problems at
Gibraltar. There was so much that ought to be observed in North
Africa, and in 5pain, too, as new fortifications were springing up
oppogite Gibraltar and round the south-west coast, but no aircraft
were availsble to do it efficiently with the necessary speed and lack
of ostentation. TFulmars end Merylands of the F.A.A. did their best at
the job but it wos not until two P.R.U. opiltfires were sent from Britain
in Januery, 1942, that the work could be undertaken in ecarnest and with
profit. 4 ground staff inclnding interpreters followed the Spitfires
and very soon they beganm to build up interegting evidence of whet was
happening on both sides of the Mediterranean and the straits. The
Spiifire's value 2s & photographic ~ircraft was at tha time very much
@ secrefi. It wes particularly impoant, then, that the 5pﬂnishl
should not know that photogrephic reconnaisgance was un urgent and
dally part of the work at North Front. Accordingly the P.R.U. flight
Was never referred to eés such but was ziven the mysterions letters R.T.F.
which were generolly believed to rean Heconm isgance Treining Flight.
This subterfuge was so successful, 2ided by the fact that the sircraft
flew from North Front while the printing end interproting was done at
the new flying-boat station, that the majority of personnel at both
stations were quite unaware of the presence of the invaluable P.R.TU.
in their midst; and every time a gnitfire took off to photograph
Spain or North Africa it was recorded ib the books of the German
observer et Ia Linea os a fighfer.

___———'-—-—-_-




Hudson on depth-charge exercises over the Bays

(6th Jomuary, 1943)
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It was o double deception, oo, because ot that time Gibraltar
.1_r=d no fighter defence. It had, however, anti-circraft gun batteries
thet were growing repidly and, later in 1942, were described as the
best A.4. defence in the world. These defences were tested for the
Mrst time on the early morning of 1st April, 1942, whcn sewversl
v ilian airoraft attempted to rnid North Front. The heavy A.4. fired
497 rounds and the Itslisns did not press home their attacks Most of
th? bombs fell in the Bay and on the ezstern gide of the Rocke One
nit the south border of the airfield and others broke a water-main.
The Gibrsluar defonces were surprised to find that they received
Bssisfance from the Zpanish A.A. batteries but perhops the surprise
wea greater among the Italians. Axis reports aftervards said that
three'aircraft had been losts

The land circreft squadron which came to Gibraltar as assistance
for No. 202 gquadron and its attechments of Sunderlands and Swordfish
£loatplones was Noe. 233 (Hudson) Squodron from Coestel Conmard.  The
Hudsons began to arrive late in 1941, the first medern, fast ocireraft
4o use the "prepared strip"s That wes no joke for the pilots and
Joubtless wes responsible for creating the bed repuiation which
Gikroltar had emong aircrew for & lone time to come. They had meny
accidents and thoir expericnce served to show, if any such evidence
vwos then nueessary, just how inadequate the new rumwey was for modern
war aircreft; no one watched the growth of the rummy westwords with
keener anticipetion then the pilots of No. 233 gouadron. The Hudson
at that time vos inclined %o swing on toke-off at the slightest
srovoes bion and the winds at Nurth Front provided provoca tion that was

far from slighte Operotions werc nade additionally hazardous because
thare wes no diversion base at which a pilot could land if he got into
trouble once he was on patrol over the sea, ond the 950 yard "strip" wes
scarcely the place to inspire confidence in & pilot refurning with a
damaged sirerafie It is recorded that the avrival of an American
C.%~ 20 passenger liner on 9th March, 1942, did much %o improve the
pilets? confidence in the rumway. This aircraft vas ot that time

fho larsest twine-engine monoplane in the world and the fact that it
Jonled snfely amd without trouble ot North Front was considered worthy
o puiment throughout Gibraltars .

Tn spite of these aifficuliics No. 233 squedron worked hard and
welle Tt received much support from its "junior" partners in
operations, Nose 807 (Fulmar), 812, 813 and 624 (swordfish) (a)
squadrons, Fleet Lir Armm. A1l of these werc attachmonts to Gibraltar
except No. B2 which had been formed specially for service on the Rock.
Tn times of exbra pressure the R.A.F. was 2ble to call upon the
Walrus belonging to H.M.3. Malsya for convoy cscorts and st 11 anti-
U-Beat sweeps. The gwordfish were used to supply cover Go egcort
vessels which were successfully decling with the Focke-iulf Ruriers,
operating fron French sirfields agains®t our shippinge. They freed
the Hudsons for distant operetions more fitted to foster aircrafs, ond
they were also entrusted, as has already hoen mentloned, with the de-
fence of the Rock "in grave emergency™s The Fuliers did rcconmaissance
and anti~U-Beat patrols ani special reteorological flights.

In Jenuary, 1942, No. 233 Squadron cerried out O5 sortics and flew
1.2 hours in enti-U-Boat sweeps and patrols, convoys and scérches for
their ovm and other missing airdmft. That wes their busiest periocd
sn the first four months of the years They mde several promising
attacks on U-Boats the best of which was on 23rd Janoary when cxplosions
yore seen apparently coming from the submarine. No final result was
observed as the Hudson hod to leave for base at the cnd of its endur-
avace Towerds the end of Aoril, when possible mowves of Fronch worships
in Oran and Casablanea were céusing concern, the Hudsons were sent on
special photogrephic reconmissance sorties over those ha rbours, It wes
not a plsasant job but they did it well and found some reclief in being
ahlz 0 report m a number of cccasions that the French flak wes
"giirhtly insccuratel. Then large convoys begen to pass through the



4 Hudson returning from patrol off the Horth (‘i’-&- S@NJ
african Coasta

(6th January, 1943)
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Straits on their way to the Middle East and, later, to Italy, the
Squadron flew yany hours on escort. These convoys were among the
larWest sailed Muring the first yeesrs of the war and covered so much
sez ared that the Hudsons were only able to fly round them three times
before having to set course for hose on resching the Prudent Linit of
Endurance.

A1l this tiwe the R.4.F. in Gibralter wes increasing in every
direction. It was being prepared to ftake a Jeading part in several
great events, the first of which vas to oszist in the relief of lalta.
The little islend had been heavily bombed throughout Lpril and had
been awarded the George Crogss for its wvalour. There was every iuason
to believe, though, that it might not be sble to endure much longer.

On 1st. May, 1942, an important step vas taken fto increase the size and
power of ReioFs Gibreliar in prepamiion for the future when the Hwo
stations became separate units.

The new airfield ceased Lo be a Pleet Lir Arm Establishment and
becane R.A.Fe stetion, North Front, wder the cosmand of Wing Cormander
Jaie Young. 4t the sane tine the Ilying-boat station became R.A.F.
atation, New Cemp, under the commend of Group Coptain G. a. Bolland
and wvas concerned solely with the control of operational and trensit
flying-boats, with the Fleet Adr drmm aircraft at Gibraltar attached to
it. North Front took over control of all the R.4.F. land sircraft from
an operations roon of its ovm in half of 2 Nissen hut. Air Headquarters
continued to work adninistratively from its preuiscs in Cathedral
sguare and operatiomally from the A.C.H.Q. at the Tower. In a new
tumnel inside the Reck, however, an Area Conbined Headguarters was
being built from which at a later date General Eisenhower was fo plan
and contrel the imnvasion of North Africa.



Paszengers and crew abandoning the P.& 0. liner Cathay when

she begon to sink affer being torpedoed in the Mediterranean

on 11th November 1942.

o
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IIT - Aid for Malta.

Six days efter this reorganisation of the R.A.F. in Gibre ltar,
the Governor, Lord Gort, enthusisstic susporter of 2ll scheres to roke
the Rock a formidable air base, was sent to Malte %o relicve Gereral
Sir Tilliam Dobbic as Governor of that battered island. He kmew of the
plers being nade to help Malts and had confidence in the ability of
North Front and New Carp to carry out their shere. Tord Gort took over
et once, and on Bth. liey, 1942, General Dobbie passed through Gibraltay
in a R.A.F. Sunderland, a sicl men, on his w2y home. The new Governor
arrived a% Malta in the middle of the great three-day battle and he had
time before it was renewed in the third week of &the ronth to prepare
for the relief convoys and the eircraft thot woere to be sent fron
Gibralter. Although a certain amount of adjustument had to be rade when
Rormel opened his Libyan canpaign on 26th. iy, things in goneral went
“according to plan'. :

4t Gibraliar there wes intense activity. The relief of Malta was
the Cirst part it was being prepared to take in the storming of the
Axis "back-door® and New Canp and North Front aircreft were groomed for
oper@fions that would test fthem to the limit of their abilify. No. 202
sguadron, now {lying Catalimas and sunderlsands, had assistance from
detactnents from Noe 10 R.A.4.P. fjunlerl‘:nds} Sauadron, and Nos. 240,
209 and L13 squadrons, all with Cetalinss, for it vas %o be largely a
flying~boat Jjob. The rain comvoy, as everyone knows, left Gibraltar
on 13th. June under Rear-Admirel Vien omd fought its way through air
end mval attacks south of 3ardinia to reach Molte by 16th. June. The
code %¥itle of the ozeration was "Harpoon". The supplics which the
convoy brought helped Malta to carry on until the Cerrars finelly gave
up. 3everal other convoys were sent through from Gibraltar during the
rereinder of Malta's siege but this was the one to which ifr. Churchill
iz reputed to have issued the order, "the convoy rust po through | ®
The task given fo R.4.F. Gibrolter was to provide air escort and anti-
U-Boat patrols west of the gtraits, through the straits thenselves and
as far into the Mediterranean as L° East. In anticipation of Opersition
Harpoon intensive sweeps and searches were carried out carly in June
fron Gibraltar to the east, west and north o locste and attack any U-
Boat which night be in the vieinity. geversl attacks were rade during
tha® period. The most successful occurred on 9th. June when Catalira
J/2:0 had a twenty-mimte fight in the Mediterranean with a surfaced U=
Beat and sank ife Mary merbers of the crew junped overboard. The Cata-
lim mede an attenpt to alight on the see o pick up some of them butb
hit o swell, bounced badly and split the hull above the wetor-line, most
of the crew being bruiscd or injured. The aircraft wes =2ble %o return
to base and alight safely. 3

Operation Herpoon itself consisted of escorting five merchant
vegsels and & tanker ag mear to Malta os the endurence of tho aircrafs
would permit. It beman on 12th. June, on the night of which the convoy
passed through the stroits unharmsed, and continued for seven days until
tle egcorting Noval forces had returned to Cibraltar. New Camp and
North Front aireraft flew 105 sorties before and during "Harpoon" with
a2 to®l of 846 hours. The flying-boats distinguished thomselves: nobly
tnd did not henitate to tokc on eneiy submvrines which showed fight and



4 Mediterraneon convoy bound for the U.3. photographed from a

Catalina of Wo. 202 Squadron on escorts (15th ipril, 1944)

This convoy from Britain to the Mediterrancan was one of those

vhose orrival at Gibralter in the swmer of 1944 wes so popular
~ they contained the wail, as .\ir l{ail had been stopped until

after "D" day, (18t July, 194k)
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aireraft which attacked them in the belief thet they would be easy
victirs. There were seven U=Boat siphtincs resulting in five sttacks,
One U-Boot was sunk, that attacked by J/240, and two were seriously
dareged when they were stradiled by dopth-charzes while on the surfacc.
Thirty-eight encny aircraft were sighted and there were three combats,
two with JU. 68's, on both of which Hits were claired. A Surdorland
vac darepged in one of the combats.

The third cormbat was between a Cateline and four Ce.Rs 42's and is
worthy of detailed mention. The aircrafi, B/2.0, wes acting as escort
to the eruiser Liverpool, which had been darszed near Malts and vas
returning to Gibraltar in tow on 4th. June, when the attack wes rade.
For 10 minutes the Catelina fought the enemy and when they flew of'f,
having had enough, the flying-boat ves holed below the waterline and
the wireless operator had been woundede The holes were plugeed and
the Catalinma continued with the escort for a further two hours.
Shorily after leaving the cruiser a dinghy with four men wes sighted.
In spite of the damage o the mll the Caialina captain alighted long
enough %o pick the men up and bring them back to Gibraltar. They were
the survivors of a Cant. Z 1007 which had been sent out to locate and
shadow one of the convoy forces. Interrogetion provided useful infor-
mtion about the enery's methods and intentions.

The new Governor of Gibraltar was Lieutenant General 3ir F.N.
Mason<dlacfarlane, K.C.B., D.5.0., and he arrived on the Rock in time
to hear a full account of the success of this first major opera fion
from the new R.A.F. stetions. Genoral Mespnilcfarlane, who quickly
became known to Gibraltar as "Mason-Mack", took & groa® interest in
Worth Front end "sampled" the runwey in practieal fashion by moking a
flight in one of No. 233 squadron's Hudsonss He had arrived by flying-
boat and gaid he wished to see for himself the methods of handling
both types of aircraft ¢t Gibraltars North Front by then wes working
furiously in preparation for its next activity in the plan to help
Malta, still sorely pressed end crying out for fighterse There wes no
way of flying off fighters to the Mediterrancan and without Gibraltar
the call could hardly have been answered, for the only vey to zet them
there vas %o crate them from Britain by sea, sssemble them at North
Front and £ly them to Malta,

is the begimming of this schene there arrived at Gibralsar late in
July a group of N.C.0's and airmen who were called the gpecial
Erection Party. In August convoys begon to stesm into Gibraltar
laden with wrates containing spitfires and Aurricanes. They were un—
loaded anl seized by the 3:ecial Ercction Party who started to assemble
them ai oncee The work began in New Camp henger under 136 aimen buk
test f£lights 2hd dispersal were imposgible. © The required number of
aircraft, too, rose far beyond original expectations and the erection
rarty vas increaged by further-errivals from Britain. n 1st
September. the entire party moved to an adequate but barc site at North
¥ronte Workshops and offices were dvproviged {ron empty 2ircraf't
cases and the party wes ready for work when the next shipmént of
Spitfires and Hurricanes arrived on 15th septombers This consisted of
70 spitfires, 22 Hurricanes and five Hurricane borbers. Fiftcen spec-
ial tractors and six cranes also arrived to help speed up the handling.
In 11 days 21l the aircraft had been assembled, tcst flown and dispersed
to vacant-areas throughout the station. The possibility of damage
from an enery air raid vas enormouss Already, on 29th June, 1942, one
Hudsog had been destroyed, one B.0.4.C. Whitley darsged, six personnel
seriously injured and several craters made in the dispersal area in a
reid by Italian aircerafte The cuestion of fighter protection for the
Rock was re-opened. The answer wes obvious. Eighteen of the newly-
assembled Spitfires werc withdrawn from dispersal and forred dnto a
fighter scuadron '

On 29th geptember the next shimxent of aircraft arrived. It con-
sisted of 20 3pitfires, Jany of them had been damaged during the woy-



There is a U=bost in the midet of these depth-charge explosionss
It wos attecked in the liediterranean by 2 Sunderland on 29th May

1942 and badly danaged in & fight which lasted sevoral hourss
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age and aszenbly promised to be & longz Jjobe The sowrsot Light
Infantry loaned soldiers %o help in the non-technicol work and the
aircraft vere ready by 11th October. Demands upon the agsembled air—
craft increased. Thirty were ordered to be prepared for aircraft
carrier use at Malia end twolve Spitfires hed to be fitted with over-
load tenks foranJrmediate direct flight to Maltae The aircraft re-
guived for the carriers had to have certain modifications which did
not exist in Gibraltar. These were flowvn from Britain with two
specialist sergeants in charge and work vas begun on 24th October.
The.eireraft had to be on bhoard the carrier on the 28fhs On that cdate -
all werc ready but one which had showm an unsuspected defects It

was subseguently flovnm direct to Malia with the twelwe ofthers.

During this period everything at North Front was happening at
onces Accamiodation had to be provided for the increasing staffs and
gome of the empty cases which had held the fighlers were pressed into
service even as living quarters for the officers. The half-Nissen
hut proved inadequate as an operations room end a move hed to be made
to the stand of the rececourse - the "half-crown" stand, as the
Operational Records Book is careful to point out. All sorts of
additional departments began to arrive on the station inecluding a de-
tachment of ground persomnel amnd adminisitration from the U.3.A.A.F.
to deal with the increasing number of American aireralt passing
throucgh Gibraltars.

This wes welcome beceuse the air traffic problem was becoming
acute, to say nothing ebout that concerned with ghaphe rddni. flious -
ends of 3peniards scrogds the rumwvay without danger o themselwes or
the aircraft, anrd up to the begimning of Avgust nothing had been done
to establish Flying Control on the station. On 20th August, a
genior flying control officer arrived 2% North Front but the first flydng
control watch was not opened until the evening of 15th September.
Up-to that time control was exercised by duty pilots with the assist-
ance of on airfield control pilet appointed for the cccasion by the
squedron or the R.N.4.5. Flying Control had its shere of trouble;
not the least of which was the very elementary flare path thot went
unserviceable f£if'ty per cemnt of the time. One of the reasons was that
aircraft, and traffie along the Spanish rcad,had to cross the leods
lying exposed on the surface |  Through some limitetion of the elec-
tricity supply it of'ten happened that when the traffic lights were
switched on at the 3panish road the flare path lights went outs
Telephones freguently went out of onder at important moments and on
one ocecasion it wes recorded that the cresh tender could not travel
at more than 15 miles an hour. In addition, the flying control
officers found thot their control tower, fthe judpe's box, gawe an
gxccllent view of the area which had once contained the finishing posts
but 2 very restricted one of the runway. — Miniaiure sandstorms
created by the fighters which were being run up on the edge of the run-
wy after assembly, for there was no wherg clse %o put them, provided
yet another problem of control. - Flooding ves just one more, for when
the winter rains fell on the unfinished surface of the runway iv wes
nccessary to call out upwards of 100 men to sweep and pump the runway
cloar of"casual water" before aircraft could lande.

The greotest problem of 21l wves the absence of diversion bases,; which
existed until afier the . North Afriean loendings in Nowvember, 1942.
Pilots were faced with the altermative of ditching or atiempting %o
reach the airfield. There wos no third choice. This caused much
concern oreday in October, 1942, when five Hudsons of No. 233 Squadron
returned from an anti-U-Beat patrol only to find Gibralter unexpectcdly
fog-bounds The leteorological Officer was of the opinion that the fog
would clear within the erdurance of the aircraft and orders were there-
fore given %o the sircraft to remain in the circuit until = favourable
opportunity presented itself for an ottempted landing, A% the same



4 successful attack by Gibraltar airoraft in September, 1943,
wredked this U-Boat and drove it ashore on the north aosst -

of Spanish korocco. (12th Séptember, 1943)
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Gime the Nawy were asked to have launches standing by at intervels
around the Rock in case any of the aircraft were forced to ditche.

In the event, one aircraft in sttcmpting o land struck the sea and hed
to diteh but the crew were very quickly picked up by & launche The
fog did eventunlly clear and the four remining aircmft were landed
safely after being in the circuit for three hours.
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One of the destroyers estorting the Fismardc on 29th Decenber,
1943, was sighted by a Cetaline of Hos 202 Squadron. In
spite of accurate fire wifich rocked and damaged the aircraft
the deatfnycr was kept ir sight for seven hours until 2

Iiberator arrived to take overs
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IV = Operation Torch.

In October, 1942, Gibraltar began to cpproach the elimax of its
works On the 20th of the month the final decision was made on the de-
tails of the now-famous Operation Torche This was to provide air
cover for the convoys carrying the North African expeditiomary force -
seven convoys and & maval forces, The first convoy sailed from Brifain
on 19th Qotober and others on the 22nd and 23rd.

Work at North Front was going alead at breakneck speed in order
that everything should be ready in time. It was lnown that the enemy
vas aware that action of some sort was contemplated from Gibraltar - he
could hardly help but know, with his Spanish friends watching events
from the other side of the fences Air raids ona large scals were anw-
ticipated and great haste was mode in completing the new Area Combined
Headquarters so that Oneration Torek could be controlled fromithere
instead of from the Tower, a conspicious, cxposed building on the quay-
side. Operations were still in the Tower, however, when the first
enemy reconndissance aireraft approached Cibraltar a2t noon on 11th
Cctober. Two spitfires from the new squadron were "scrambled" and one
of them damaged a Ju. 88 in combat east of the Rock. The other
Spitfire was hit by another enemy aircraff and was lost.

As the new 4.C.H.Q. wvas not ruady it wms considered prudent to
retire temporarily to the Regged 3taff tunnels In & 'few weelks, however,
the var room and other premises in the rew funnel were completed, the
Mavy 2nd R.4.F. moved in and everything was got ready for the arrival
of General Eisenhower and his staffs of the Gombined Servicess As i
turned out, the expected air raids were not serious. During one on
20th Ootober, apparently by Italians, an incendiary bomb fell in the
Spitfire erection park at North Front and burnt out, and & stick of
anti-persomnel bombs fell in Ia Linez and coused some casualfies and
damage and 2 vast amount of panice During 2 raid the following night
a greater nuber of bombs fell in Spain and none at all on Gibraltars
Other raids were even lesg troublesome o Gibralter; the enemy vas
not adept at long-range work end Gibraltar's guns were many and fierce.
The aftwaffle did not come to Gibraltar, although on one day there
was much apprehension when it vas reported that 50=-plus aircraft were
approaching Gibraltar from the easts They turned back soms 40 miles
from the Rock, for a reagon which has not become knowm, and never re-
turmeds This lack of cttack upon Gibrelfer caused much surprise - and
relief - to'the gerrison. At one time it wes feared that a large-
scale sssault might be made through, spain;and even the most optimistic
conmanders had to admit that no matter how excellent their defence of
the Rock might be it would hardly emcble North Front to operate suodess-
fully as an airfields, It is now known that Goering in 1941 had plans
for a magsive offensiwe in the Mediterrancan and that they included an
advence upon Gibraltar through gpoin and an atiack upon the Roock with
mny b60-cm. guns specially constructed for the purpose, Only 2 last
minute decision by Hitler stopped this plan. The purpose of this
marrative is not to theorise but to deal in fact; but it may be remarked
that if such an assaplt had taken plage the resulits would hawe boen; to
put it mildly, extremely serious for the Allied plans for the North



Fighters parked on 'bﬁ_e edge of the runway extensions

( 14th February, 1943)
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African carmoigne

4% North Front a number of problems were being faced and solwed
swiftlye One was concerned with accommodfition, for in spif of the
nunber of enpty fighter cases available there weos still not enough
room for 2ll the aircrew and others who kept arriving at the station 1
in a steady stream. An arrangement was made with Fortress Headquarters
to take over Engineer House, in the towm of Gibraltar, an 18%th century
building that had once housed the chief engineer of the garrison. °
Iater this became the administrative headquarters of the R.L.F., A
subsidiery problem arcse concerning the transport of evacuees from
lalta which had been going on since August bui which became heavier in
Octobers Tt had been carried out by aircraft of 1425 Flight, mostly
Liberators, which had been operating a shuttle service betweel Britein
and Malta via Gibraltare During October it was decided to convert
the flight into No. 511 Squadron and reke them responsible for the
Giloraltar-iialta service, This gave added maintenance trouble to North
Fronta

To make motters worse, the weather began to deteriorate towards the
end of Qotober. On the 28th a Hudson of No. 233 Scuadron came back from
patrol in a gale. On touching down on the easterm end of the rummy the
aircraft was blomm into the air againe Keeping the nose down the pilot
mansged %o touch the rumey again only to be throvm up onece more by
the wind, He finally ‘touched dovm end remained on the runway but had
to apply full brake as he was near the edge. The undercarriage
collapsed and the aircraft was badly damaged but there were no casual-
tiese A4 worse accident occurred from a similar ccuse on 31st October
when a ILiberator of No. 511 Squadron overshot the rumwey with 32
evacuees from Malta on board and crashed into the gea. The crew
escaped with minor injuries but fourteen of the passengers wore killed
either by impact or drowming, Great bravery was shown by many of the
North Front personnel who plunged into the sea and helped to rescue
the passengers aml crews

The orders about Operation Torch put a further strain upon the
Special Erection Partys They had their heads more or less "above
water" In the task of supplying the requirements of Malta when a
further and unexpected supply of fighters arrived on 28th October and
worc ordered to be asserbled, tested and held for "ah unspecified
purpese" - Operation Torch, of course, being knom only to a select.
few, An additional 86 men ° were promised fran the United Kingdom %o
azsist in the work but there was some misunderstanding ard they were
sent elscwhere and never arrived at-Gibraltars The original party
was short of several of its key personnely who had gone to sea in the
carrier bound for Malfas The rereinder of the party, with assistence
from 150 goldiers, set to work, Those who had been %o sea refurned
on 31st October and all of them worked from 7 a.m. until 10 pe.mas in
all yeathers, Scarcely pausing for meals, often scaked to the skin,
they completed 108 Spitfires ard 13 Hurricanes by 10 p.ne on 6th
Novembere They wure then eight short of the recuired nurber of Spit=
fires. The shipment had consisted of 116 spitfires and 13 Hurricanes.
to be rade into eight squadrons of 12 gpitfires each (U.S.4.), three
squadrons of 18 cach (R.4.F.), two squadrons of 18 Hurricame fizhters
and one squadron of 18 Hurricane bosbers. D-Day for Operation Torch was
fast approaching. The newly-assembled aircraft were test f£lown, cannon
tested and dispersed throughout the station. The erection work then
cea g2d, as orders had been received to have all aircraft serviceabls
for 7th Novembers The servicing persomnel worked on the erected air=-
craft throughout the night, assisted by searchlights, and everything
wag ready at L a.me on Bth Novenber - which w@sD-Day. While the
operation was in progress a further shipment of aircraft arrived for
agsembly into four R.4.F. squadrons and for replacements. These were
got ready immedisntely. There is, unfortunately, no detailed record
available at Gibraltar of the difficulties, struggles and achiewvements



Ships fram mn'rm;fa escorted by Gibraltar pireraft discherging
trmj_:-a and equipment in lending craft off ilgiers during
Operation Torchs - (8th November, 1942)
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that went into the assembly of these hundreds of sireraft in so short
a tim.e-

The extension of the runway had now crossed the spanish road and
w2s well into the Bay between Western Deach amd stone Jetty - a unig.:
achievement in airfield enzineering which added to the safety and
efficiency of North Front with every completed yard. Few persons
on the gtation knew the reason for the sudden flood of aircraft and
the feverish anxiety in high quarters that drove the construciion
units in their day and night work of removing the racccourse and
substituting a modern airfield. As the specinl erection party com-
pleted ifs job the station became a huge parking place for aircrafh.
Even the runway wes uscd. The safety mergin given by its unugual
width of 150 yards had to be sacrificed and airerafi were parked upon
i%, two lines of Spitfires on the North side and one on the South,
leaving just sufficient width for landing end teke-off: The road
leading info the station from the foot of the Rock, at the "Scree",
was full of fighters, and they werc parked on the north side of the
Station almost up to the fence dividing the British and Spanish share
of the "meutrel ground"s Althousgh sbsolute secrecy wes obzerved about
the reason for such intense activity everyone knew that something wms
about to happens The binoculars of the German observers in Ia Linea
were levelled on North Front night end day, and personnel at the
station derived much fun from the prescnce of those "duty pilets", as
they called them., But fto thosc rosponsible for securify the prohlem
of keeping secret the real intention behind the collection of aircraft
was an acute worry. They succeeded and the enemy wes deceived.
Operation Torch began as an unpleasant surprise.

On 31st October all Nerith Front wes declared a protected arca,
with extra guards provided by the Army. Every civilian who entered
was examined and had to produce a pays. A% night the entire station
was 1it by searchlighfs and special guards kept watch behind the beam:
ready to detect and investigate sny unususl movement; it wea feared
that the Germans in Ia Linea might attempt fto smuggle spies and saho-
teurs into North Fronts In the early rmorning of 8th November all the
preparatory work hod been comple ted. The aircreft crovded North Fronk.
standing wing tip to wing tip. For a brief geriod the sond and duss
that had swept the stetion from ead to end during engine tests hod sub-
sided. The feverish work on the rumwey hod slockened temporarily:
the rummay wos then 1350 yards longs There wes no trace of the race-
course or of Victorla Gardens except a few lonely eucalypius trees in
8 corners 411 thot remained of Gibraltar's playground were a few oul-
buildings Llooking "horsey" and out-of-ploce and the judges' box in
which the flying-control officers vere preparing to move thot great
quantity of aircmaft. There were the Hudsons of Nos. 233, 500 and 608
Sgquadrons, Mosquitoes of 540 P.R.U. 3quadron, spitfires of No. 4 P.R.U,
Sguadron and a special meteorological flight of two Hudsons, all ready
to take part in the cover %o the convoys and the mwal force, in addiiion
to the great quantities of freshly assembled aircras! that had another
part o play in Operation Torch. The total number of aircraft was in
the region of 650. North Front wes 2 Royal Air Force Operafiomal ste<lcor
in the fullest sense of the words The solemn disoussions of a few years
ggo concerned with preserving the rececourse and the other emenities of
Victoria Gardens would have geemed insignificant and rather laughnble if
anyonz had had time to recall them.

At 0618 hours on Oth November, 1942, s telephone call was received
from the newly-completed Area Combined Headquarters in the middle of ths
Rock, where General Eisenhower sat with his plans, ordering the barriers
on the spanish Road to be closed until further notice. Aircraft moved
off for the normal operotiomal sorties but the barriers did not open 23
the end of each take-off, as was customery, and the sSpanish people coiliag
to work in Gibraltar had fto remain on their own side of the road. T
fighters began to take off at 0B00., First to move were 17 Hurricanes of
Mo. 43 squadron. They were followed at 1020 by & similar numsber of



Landing at Sidi Ferruchs

(8th Hovember, 1943 )
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Spitfires from No. 81 Squadron. Other fichters left 2t interwels until
88 werc airborne for a destinabion "Easth of Gibraltar®s  During the day
there were two spitfire "scrapbles" for unidentified aircraft. Air-
cref't based at North Front carried out 30 operatioml sorties in support
of Torch and flew 320 hours. These aircraft opernted over the throe
landing areas of Torch = Algiers, Oran end Cosablanca. The Fleet Air
Arm contributed 13 sorties. During the day flying control recorded 213
movements of aircraft, which must compire well with the figures a4 any
Coastal Command station in those 2ays e

Rain fell during the night of 8th Noverber with the relentless force
characteristic of the western Mediverranean. The rumwmy beceme flooded
8nd unfit for uses It kad to be mede Pit at the earliest possible mo-
ment, ez aireraft to be used in the landings on North 4frics were due to
arrive. Everyone ot North Front with every available brush and pump,
vos mobilised to sweep and pump the wmier off the rummy. At 080D
everything vos agoin rcady. On that doy 57 fighters took off for the
e2st and 19 operatiomal sorties werc msde. The heavy eircraft did not
arrive until 10th November. Thirty~-six C.L7 troop carriors were the
first and they were followed by Foriresses, Becaufighters and Lightnings.
411 these aircreft went on again during the dey in zddition to 35 more
of the Cibraltsr-assembled fightera. 3

Operation Torch, as everyone knows, proceeded smoothly. 4 little
of the pressure on North Front wes relecsed on i2th Noverber when Gibra 1-
tar aircraft were eble to begin operating from Orane But the Gibreltar
aircraft movements continued to be impressive. There werpe 4388 movements
during November, 1477 of which were operational, which meant gsome 738
opera tioml sorties including meteorological Plights. Tt is interesting
to note that while 630 circreft landed ot Norih Front the number des-
pateched was 1049, It can be assumed that the difference of 419 was
approximate ly the number asserbled by the ba rd-working special Erection
Farty. Operatiomal hours during the month toialled L0035, The peak period
Wiz between the 8th and 14th when there were 1274 movements - one every
7 minutes 54 seconds. That included & bad-wes ther day on which there
were only 39 movenentss There were scveral notable achievements in take-
off.  For example, 37 C.4k7's took off £t night in 93 minutes, 27 Light-
nings landed in 17 minutes, 6 Portressesz and 6 Lightnings as escort toolk
off in six minutes, 16 spitfircs in four minutes and 11 Celi7's and 9 3pit-
fireg in 12 minutes. The Special Erection Parly assembled L85 fighter
airerafh, and 466 were despatched %o North Africa. Thesc figures must
make aviation history.

Operationally, North Front aircraft made 63 attacks on U~boats.
Four were classed as definitely destroyed, four almost certs inly destroyed
and 25 damaged. That, alone, was an ample justification for the con-
version of North Front into a nodorn operatiomal gtation. Ifew Camp also
had its share of Operetion Torche During the first fortnight of Novem—
ber, 1942, the two scuadrons then on the station, Nos. 202 and 210, flew
a votal of 1311 hours which was more than doubls the normal average exclud-
ing Operation Harpoons '

A1l these achievements wore in spite o0f the rainfall which was the
heaviest during any November for 25 yearse. During November, 1942, it was
1248 inches, compared with 2.61 for November, 1941, 2.52 for Noverber,
1940, and an average of 6. for the previous 25 years. TYet there wus
not 2 single day in the month on which there was no flying.



H.li.S. Porcupine, torpedoed off Oran eorly in 1943, was touve.

to Gibraltar where the damage omidships was cut away. The two
remaining portions were towed home. separately, one as H.M.5.
"Pork"and the other s Heli.S. "Pine", the missing "U" repwesent-
ing the amidships portion. This photogreph of iH.M.S. "Pork"

was taken from o Hudson of No. 48 Squadron. (22nd May, 1943)
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THE R.AF. AT GIBRALTAR.

EHRT I

V_ =~ Other Operations.

When Operotion Torch was at an end and the pressure on North Front
hed been relieved by the co~operation of U.s. Navy aircraft and detach=
ments of the Gibroltar squadrons flying from French iforocco the station
settled dovm %o @ busy but less colourful cxistence. Iy December,
1942, the "resident" squadron, No. 233, hod been reinforced by Nos. 608
ond 48 (Hudson) Sauadrons and No. 179 (lLeigh Light Wellington) Squadron.
These arrivals completely swomped the sccommodstion at North Front and
Engincer House and necessitoted building 7L extrs Nissen hubs, with the
"uswal offices", on the jpanish side of the stations 4 census token
on 23rd December, 1942, showed that there were 210 sircraft on the air-
field of which 77 were operationnl and stationed st North Pronte The
three squadrons, with the assistence of the flying~boats at New Camp,
were kept fully occupied and it wes necessary on meny occcasions to call
upon the Fleet Air Arm who sugmented their Fulmors and swordfish with
fialrus aircrafts Stotisties collected by No. LB 3guadron provide an
extmple of the sort of work thet was being done ot Gibraltar. This
squadron became fully operational in January, 1943, during which they
carried out 245 sorties with & total of 1626 flying hours, a squadron
records  They bettered that in Febrdary by flying 1777 hours, a record
for Coastal Commond. The squadron shored with the other Hudsons in
the attachment at Agedir, on the northewest African coast, where they
hod o number of attacks upon U-Boats.

Barly in 1943 operatioral sorties averaged 350 a menth, including
P.R.Usy meteorological flights and the sorties made by fighters of No.
140k Flight. fThe fighter £light hod been ecstoblished ok Worth Pront
for the defence of the harbour and the Rock, in place of the Swordfish,
who were relecaged from their responsibility in that direction should a
"grove emergency™ arise. Purther operstiona l eireraft came to North
Front in June to help deal with the Focle-Wulf Kuriers which had shown
2 sudden burst of activity on the convoy roufe between Cape Ste Vincent
ard Lisbon. It wes hardly the job for Hudsons, so the new aireraft
were Beaufighters Mark X, 2 detochment from No. 248 Scuadrons. The
pilots of the Hudsons were so moved ot this sssisiance being necessary
that they requested pcrmission to use scversl BPesufighter IT aircraft
belonging to the Fleet 4ir Arm which had been left in & corner of North
Front because they hod gone unservicesble and the crews had been sent
elsewheres . seversl genior piloty of No. 233 and Noe 48 Squadrons were
allowed %o train in these airereft and =fier & suitable period they took
them on operations ageinst the Xuriers. Those irips were so popular
thet volunteers from omong the other pilots besé@zed the squadron Gom-
renders, who were compelled to begin 2 weiting liste The pPeaufighters
had 1little opportunity to pit themselves egainst the Kuriers, which were
mrely scen, but one pilot who came back with.s danaged aircraft claimed
that he had been in combat with two: of them and had seriously damaged
bothe

The Lgadir detechments returned o North Front in August after an
historic farewell dinrer at which senior Fremch officers WEre h?nr:-umd
mestse The R.A.F. Ensign vas lowered on 19th August and within twenty



This U-boat while fully surfaced was attacked on 8th July 1943
by depth-charces and gunfire from 2 Catalina of No. 202
Squadron. It submerped ond left bubbles and oil in such

quantity that it woas assessed as havin? been destroyed.
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minutes the last circraft hod taken off for Gibraltar. Towards the end
of 1943 operations at Gibralbar began to dwindle slowly and steadily.
The war vas noving farther away every day, U-Boats in the western Med-
iterrancan had had enough and were retreating to the south of France,
thoze west of the stroits had also given in temporerily, and the eneny
aircraft menace to convoys had disappeared beyond the Gibraliar ared.
The flying-boats detached from ofher squadrons were roturned to their
hore stations and No. 202 3quadron wes left in sole posgession of New
Corms  Although it wes everaging 500 operatiomal hours each month the
squadron had few anti-U-Boat patrols to do and wes adding to its offen~
sive record of the first war years an equally impressive one for accuracy
and efficiency in long-range comvoy and air-sea roscue works By Dec-
ember, 1943, the gquadron's monthly score of U-boat sightings had
awindled 4o five, with none attacked. The squadrons ot North Front
remained there for the time being but certain adjusfments o organis-
ation were made. These included the disbending of the meteorological
flizht and its reappearance s No« 520 Sguadron, which,-2s things turned
out, was destined to be the last squadron left at Gibraliar aftcr the
Wars

There is no story to tell, however, of reduciion in activity among
the transit aircraft traffic on the contrary. In larch, 1943, when
Generel Giraud made his famolis brosdeast from Alziers send the eneny was
steadily retreating eastwards, the 1600 yord rumwmy was nearing coms
pletion end 2ircraft novenent fisures had reached the exceptional total
of 4292 a monthe " In Ea;,r it roge to 5320. The ranway ms extended to
its present length of 1800 yards towapds the end of July, in time fo
meet the climax of transport traffic which in Aupust rose to 6386 move-
mentse  North Front was beginning to talke on a new character, one not
concerned with operations; it wes becoming the Clapham Junetion of
liediterranean air transport. 'The need for personrel and materials din
the liberated areas made greater derond upon North Front for transport
Tagilities. The route to and from Britain, necessarily coarried far
west of the French coast, rade it essentinl for circreft to land ot
Gibralter to refuels The routes to the ecst and south being changed
clnost as soon ag they were devised, becausc of the speed at which the
war was noving, meant that nany passcngers hed to alight 2t Wortlr Front
and weit for further transports Dozens of famous people, their identity
hidden in the anomymous three letters V.I.P., pessed through the staging
Post buildings which at that time were scarcely any larger than those on
@ waygide reilwey stetion at homes liow to find out those names became
onc of the problems of the Gemmns in Ia Linea.

There was no intention of allowingz the operatiomal orgenisation to
grow less or %o ceosc preperetions to make North Front at least os
crficient as any home siation in spitc of iis disadvantoges. During
1943 worl: had begun on 2 new operations room and & new flying-control
tower. The operafions room was occupied in December, 1943, but the
control tower w2s not completed until late in Jamuary, 19%4. It was
a tall, brick building on the edge of the spanish rosd end the common
remark was that it looked exectly like & railbwey jumction sigmel box -
which it doegs. With the tower there came 2 new system of stop-and=-go
traff'ic lights for the spenish road and & more efficient flare pathe

Early in 1944 the U-Boats begmn to recppear in the Gibralter azrea
and it was believed that they rmlﬁ attempt to run the gauntlet of the
Straits into the iediterrancan, probably in anticipation of ollied
landings in the South of France. Cibralter was ready to meet. the sit-
uafion and in co-opera tion with surface ctelft of the Royal Newvy and
aireraft of the United gtates from Port Iyautey gave on intensive cover-
age which resulted in several ottacks and the cmnplci.c failure of the
U=Bnatat aiutempt. After o few weels the U-Bonts withdrew.

These in high places who knew what was being plamned were sware that
the next major operation of the allics would be whot the neviapapers
called the jecomd Fronte JAccordingly, when the U~Dcets withdrew out of



4 honger in the course of erection early in 1944 is lit up by
the searohlights which swept North Front every night as a

guard against sabotage and smugzlers.

Ihis is the demage dong to Gibraltar by ths Italian air.

roid on 5th June, 194k

[
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range of Cibmltar the opportunity wes teken to send experienced
sguadrons home where they were Yequired in preperation for the allied
landings in Frances Nos. 48, 233 [ vent hone in February.

There wag no guarantee that a few U=-Boats nmight not make a further
atternt to get into the Mediterrancan, so assistance waz obtzined for
Noe 179 squadron, which rernined at North Front, by posting No. 52
(Baltimore) Squadron from Borizzo. Towards the middle of April two

or three U-Beats were detected outside the straitse The intense pat=-
rols were resumed by eircraft end ships and it soon became evident that
the submarines had definitely withdrawn for the time beings Nos 52
gquadron flew their aircraft to North Africa, handed them over and left
for the United Kingdom by seas They werc succeeded by No. 17 (Ventura)
Seded F. sSquadron who remained for only four days then were ovdered to
Bore., On 13th April a detachment of No. 500 (Venture) Squadron came
over from Ia Senis and began daylight operetions on the 16ths On 25th
April the last of the "original" squadrons at North Front, Nos 173, went -
home, end left tho station without a completc anti-U-Boat squadrone The
U.5. Navy sent detuchments of Nos 11k (searohlight Liberetor) and No.
112 (daylight Liberator) gquadrons from Port Iyautey to assist the No.
500 squadron detachments

The April opinion that all U-Boats had been withdravm to the North
had to be revised early in May when a few U-Boats began fo reappear
outside the Stroits, and the thre¢ deotactmonts became wvery busys One
of #wo U=Boats attempting the passage of the Straits was sunk but North
Front aircraft did not share 4n the nttecks That, however, was
"oositivoly the fimal eppearance” of the U-Doats for noxy monthse In
Jung, for the first time in a year and a half, a month went pest with=
out a contact, sighting or sattacls It was decided %o reduce operstions
in view of the gituation and to hold sircraft in readiness to search
definite arecas of probability rother then fly daily routine patrols.
The detachrent of No. 114 Squadron lef't Gibraltar during June and No.
112 detschment followed early in July. The long-renge night meteoro-
logical flight called "Nocturmal" was témporarily trensferred to No.
202 squadron owing to replacements in No. 520 3quadron. Airceraft
moverents fell to 2353, the lowest monthly figure simce flying control
was established at North Front. As much as 75% of the total was
accounted for by transit aircraft. Operations at North Front were
virtually at on ende Noe« 500 3cuadron's Venturas flew fewer end fewer
hours and finally left North Front on 15th July after having flown 35
operational hours since 1st July. They werd succeeded by No. 22
(Venture ) S.A.4.F. Squadron.

On 5th June the lost air raid of the war vas made on Gibraltar.
Enery reports stated that in spite of e smoke screen raiscd by ships in
the harbour a successful attack was rade by Fescist Italian torpedo-
boabers and that four merchant ships totalling 30,000 tons wore badly hit-
and sank while others were dommgeds The truth of tho story is that the
operations staff at New Camp, looking out of the windows when the eneny
alrmralt wvere reported to be over Gibroliar, saw no gipn of snoke,
flomes or sinkings and heard only one explosdion which turned out to be
from 2 torpedo which hit the detoched molse No ships were hit and
there was no smoke screens The facts are that twelwe S5.M. 79's set out
for Gibraltar from the South of Frence;  three probably flew over the
Bay and one of these dropped the torpedo which hit the mole. Several
were lost on the return trip.

E:-mi‘hifr&nt at Gibraltar declined after this event. The fighter
flight, which had been reorgonised and remared Gibraltar Defencc Flight,
rema ined in existence until late in 194. when the liberation of France
mde its presence unnpoessary. Wo. 202 3gquadron spent most of its tine
on fruitless long-range anti-submerine patrols. On several occasions
it vas of wmlue to Meval Contraband Control by seerching for and inter-
cepting neutral ships whose cargoes or pessengers were suspect and were
required at Gibraltar for interrogation. On one or two occasions the
ships attempted to dodge the Catalinns during darkness, or to ignore



In the summer of 1944 the U.S.Navy bepan to operate Elimps on

the night A/U patrol of the Straitss This one was photographed

off the French Horoecoan ﬁaaa‘ts; (26th June, 19%k)
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Loter, it was deoided thet Gibraltor would be & hondy diversion
base for the Blimps. 4 mobile mast wos erected ot North Front ond

on 2nth July, 41944, an experimental trip wes made.(21st July,i9kk)



48,

their onders to shape a course for Gibraltar, but none of them succecded
énd all vere either brought into Cibmmliap or were handed over to a
surfuce wvessel egcort,

The period was marked by an exceptionally good air sea roscue
operafion by Tour Catelinas of No. 202 sguadron.  If was officially des-
cribed 25 "one of the finest ever oo rried out". The search began on
5%h Junc for a dinghy reported to be in o position 350 miles west of
Finisterre and 750 from Gibraltor. Airermft of the sguadron found it,
kept in touch for two doys, and finelly brought an Arerican destroyer to
the gpot and woited until the occuptnts, the crew: of a 19 Group Ha lifax,
hnd been picked up.  Without Gibralie r's intervention it is unlike 1y
that this crew would have been vescued s the pogition being approxingtely
800 miles from the nearest bases in the United Kingicm, Halifaxes, of
which 19 Group despefched two, did not have erdumnce bo rerein in the
area for e sufficient length of time %o hae surface vessels., PFurther-
Iore, %0 have rminteined continuous air cover from he United Kinpdon
would have necessitoted using more aireraft than could have been spared
from the urgent operatiomnl requiverents of the "D"-day operations.



The Dakotas landing.

(19th July, 1944)

Theas Spanish workers on fhelr woy to Gdbraltar hove been Deld

up at the barrier to allow IDakotas to take—of'fs Contrary to
the accepted belief that the Spaniard is not enerpetic most of

then are running to meke up for lost tiuiee (19th July, 1944 )
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THE _ R.A.F. AT GIBRALTAR,

PART I,

VI = The Iaslt FPhages.

The station had a new burst of activity, associated with the plans
for allied landings in the 3outh of Prance, in July, 1%d.. Great
numbers of parachute and other froop-carrying aircreft possed through
North Prent and put 2 severe gtrain upon the organisation for two days.
In that time 196 aircraft landed, refuelled and took off againe Their
presence wos of great infterest to the enemy observers in spain but
security triumphed once more and the belief was spread thet these air-
craft were bound for the Fay Bast wia fhe east coast of Africa. It was
a feagible story ss the asircraft wwere all Dakotas of the U.5.4.A.F.

The first batch of 98 arrived on $he morning of 174h July and took off
amin on the nicht of 1E3th/’”|9th while 2 zecond hatch of 98 arrived a few
hours later anl took off the following night. The aircmft came in,
ouite literally, at only a few yards inbterval. A "batomen" stationed

at the end of the rumway, dwarfed by the size of the aircraft but mking
his presence conspicuous by waving two large yedlow flags, dirccied them
to their parking places with 21l the speed and efficiency of a policeman
at t}j;e Tirickenham car park on the day of an Inftermational, (Sec opposite
bRge Je

Ninety=four of the first arrivals, plus a York and a B.17; landed
in Y9 minutes, a record of which North Pront is proud. NWinety-two of
the second batch vere got dowm in 105 minutes but the wind was tricky on
that day. The only mishap Wwas a burst tyre which occurred soon after
ong of the o ireraf{ had touched~T:um. 4 treactor dragzed it off the run-
way in a few minutegss In the nisht tele-offs 9 Dakotas were airborne
in 104 minutes, 54 in 56 minutes and 31 in 35 minutess — The' fap - was
caused when the 65th aircralt svung on tale-off and mode a spectacular
crosh info the flyinz-control tower. The port wing struck the embulance
and fire-tender and wrecked them, although the crews managed to jump
cleare Parlt of the crashed aircraft caught fire and the tower was en-
veloped in flames. Assistance was obtained from tho Gibreltar Fire
Service but it was 35 minutes before the fire was extinmished. Flying-
control personmel left the tower in some haste ard with the exception of
g wisitor who damaged an ankle in leaping from the ocutside platfom
suffered no injuries. Three of the crew of the aircreft were throwm
clear in the cmsh but the remaining five were killeds The structure of
the tower sustoined surprisingly little damege and @ lthoupgh delay was
caused by damaged telephons comunications the remainder of the aireraft
were able to get off during the early hours of the morning.

The departurc of these aircraft for the southern Fmnce offensive was
e begimning of the end of North Pront's shors, busy life. Transit air-
craft traffic rose to a now high level in August, 1944, when meny of the
UsS.4.4.F, Dakotas pussed through on their woy home accompanied by an
accimrlation of other sireraft which had been concerrned in the landings
on the French south coast. But with the liberation of France the trmnsit
routes were reorganised and Gibrmliar traffic droppoed until Horth Front
became, by comparison with its busy period, little more then a vayside
Bhalt" with en average of 850 movemenis. Opecmitions fell off, too.
During Junc, July and part of August there were no sightings or attacks



Over 10N Dakote troop-transport aireraft are perked at North

Front for re-fuelling on their way to take part in the

invasion of Southern Fronce in July 494ke  (18%h July,1944)
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on U-Boats as the encny hed fled to the North. 1os 202 3quadron had
its fiml U-Boat atiock tomrnds the end of Auguste It also prowed o
be the squadron's last operational incident at New Campe Aircraft
K/202 obtained a redar contact nearly .00 miles from the coast of Port=-
ugmls It wes a dirty nights There was voin and wind and visibility
wag g0 poor that the state of the se2 could not be secen even when the
aircraft come as low as possible ond dropped a flares When the con-
toct vas 2 mile distant a second flare vms dropped. It revealed, for
no more than a moment, the wake and stern of a U~Boatse The Catalina
captain kept on track and sew the U=Boat again for long encugh to drop
depth-chorgzess  But the wwather closed over the enemy so offectively
that his punners did not even sec the explosions. The U-Boat was not
cbserved again. It was believed to be a 750-tonner on ifs way to the
Indisn QOceane

In jepicmber No. 202 Squadron was ordered to Britaines By the 8th
of the month all but one Cataline hed left Gibreltars. Engine and
equipment foulfs, weather and siclness smong the crew kept the aircraft
until early in October, when, affcr several cttempts, it finally took
offs With the departure of the squadron R.A.F. 3tation, New Camp, came
to an end operatiomlly. The operations room was disbanded in October,
probably the first in Coastal Command %o cease work finally and com-
pletelys Operations staff were posted and the operetions room was left
in charge of an aimen clerk. After a period in the doldrums, when all
sorfs of rumours were abroad aboub its future, New Camp Mess was occupied
in Cotober by off'icers of A.H.Q. who up to then hod enjoyed the luxury of
Living~out in Gibralter. The Gibvelitar Defence Plight, with filters,
fighter control and R.T.F.y wore also sent home; bt a few of the other
renlts personnel who remained were accommodated in New Campe. liew Camp
Officers' Mess, freed from the disturbance of operafions, was redecorsted
end reorgenised in several vays and bocame @ pleasant residence for the
Headguarters officers oand some who ovorflowed from North Pront, where
accommodsa fion vos being used for transit passengers in preference %o
hotels, The station lost its status and became o satcllite of North
Front -later in the year. i

The war was not yet over, though, for R.A.F. Gibraltar. Admiral
Doenitz had fitfed his U-Boats with the 3chnorkel under-water breathing
apparatus which enabled them to ¢ ™n their diesels while sub-
merged and so avoll detection to a much greater extent than hitherto.
It was expected that a. few long-range submorines would Frecuent the
Straits in the hope of dameging convoys bound to ond from the United
guvates and the Mediterrencan and North African ports. HNo. 22 Squadron
agsisted the U.3. Iawy in their extersive patrols by M.A.D. Cataliras
and Blimps. Disappearing contacts ani an occasional sighting of what
appeared %o be the exhsust of 2 schnorlel became cormon but no U-Boat
was detected well enough to be atiscked. It was a pame of hide-and-sceks
There were some people who argued that thore were no U-Boats anywhere
near the strails and pointed os proof o the undeninble fact that cone
voys possed through the strails without attecks They were wrong,. On
30th December, 194k, ftwo ships were torpedoed some 350 miles north-eest
of the Azores and one of them sanks There was no other attack in
December but the number of disappearing contacts, Schnorkel smoke
sightings and possible periscopes increased.

As 2 result it was decided to bring another squadron to North
Front and early in January Nos 458 R.A.4.F. (Leigh Light Wellington)
squadron arrived from the Mediterranean. Turther attacks on shipping
took place early in Jonunry, 195, The sese Henry Hiller (7,000 tons)
was Gorpedoed in the Straits on the 3rd but monaged to limp into Gib-
raltar,On e 9th tho Prench escort vesszel L'Enjoue was hit when off
the Iorth ifrican coast and blew up; oand the following day the s.ae
Blackheath (4600 tons) was hit forwand while in the straits. This
ship ran aground and broke in two. A1l three attacls occurred in
daylight and the U-Boats escaped apporently without demngo.



The British notor tanker "Regent Lion" (9551 GRT) was the last
ship to be turpedued' in the Straits. She was hit at 4057 hour::r
on 17th February, 19%5. ~Tugs took her in tow but she grounded

on a rock approximately 5 miles from Gibraltar.

Us 541 entering Gilbraltar harbour.

(41th oy, 1945)



Sle

Up to this time Mo. 22 3cuadron had been averaging aome LOO hours
8 nonthe Bub as Wo. 455 vas not yet operavional a further call was made
upon them and they roised the figure as high az 1003 hours. Convoy
escorts, as a rosult, increased from U, in December o 101 in JAnuary .
In spite of this eiffort, and a similar onc by the U.3.0. and the Royal
Havy, another sinking took place during February. On the 17th. two ships
“ere torpedoed right in the enftronce %o the atraits, the British tanker
Regent Lion, (9500 tons), and an Arerican Liberty ship iichael Stone,
(7000 tons)e Az in the earlier attaclks, one ship, tho lichael Stons,
was able to reach Gibraltar, but the other went aground and graduslly
sank, An imrediate attack was mde by the shipa' escort of surfoce
craf't, again without apparent rcsult. On 22nd. February, however; H.Ji.5
Recruit and en aircraft of No. 22 Squadron sichted o surfaced U~boat
sorc miles west of the Straitss The maval vessel sank the subrerine
by sunfire and took off L1 survivors who said it was they who btorpedeed
the ships on the 17th. and that the subsequent attack by the cscorts ha
darmaged them so severely thot they hed been forced to surface.

During February there was o further increase in operaticmal sorties
from North Front, both squadrons between then sccounting for 1242 hours.
In iarch the U.5+ Nevy supplied a M.A.D. Catalira which wos bosed at
North Pront as & gtrike aircreft and which carried ou’ several sorties.
There were no rmore cttacks by U~Boats,however, ond the war came to an
end without any further sizhting. ;

In spite of VE-Day the R.4.F, 212 not relsx its vinilance much
and the two squadrons kept a ymteh for posaible "pirote" U=Boats and flew
379 operatiomal hours between then during llays The last anti-U-Boat
sorties of the war were flovm on 10%th. end 1lth. May os escort to U=5LL
ard U-4B9 which had surrendered at the Gibraltar datun point and made the
pasaage of the Streits on the surfhce, & circunstence, ag soye of the
Cerrans said aftervards, which coused then much chazrine A% the request
of the Novy the North Front squadrons lept up "look-put! sorties in case
further U-Boats should appear to give themselves ups These werc abandoned
when the Admireliy announced thot sll U=Boats lmown to be at sea lmd been
accounted for. P

On 29%th. Moy, 1945, at 18350B. hours, the Royal Air Force closed
dovn in Arvca Combined Headguarters. Ths majorily of the War Room and
Operations staffs were sent home, sufficient being retained to E:eep a
21:—119111‘ vatch at North Fronts RebL«Fs Intellizgence remained E‘bt L0 HaD,
until lat. June when it was moved to Air Headcuariers at Engineer House.
o« 458 Soundron was disbanded and lef't E—ibmltm:‘ 101.'-9 in June ai‘terh
having been siven the honour of performing the h.'u.ai;nrm“[}umimnﬁr of the
Keyse A& similar honour was given to Ifo. 22 gguadron before uht_e;: left
Gibraltar in July. XNorth Froni hod then spent its busy life and lapged
into honourable retivement as far az operaliions vwere cumermﬂ. 1”::_
retaired an interest in flying by dealing with & rere Mmful_nf aircraft,
500 transit movements in & month, and two or three meteorological sorties
daily by the sole remaining squadron, Mo. 520



ATR-BEL RESCUE.
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in air-sea rescue unit, No. 71, was established et Gibraltsr
in December, 1941. TFrom then until Jeanuary, 1944, the unit
rescued T4 Fritish airmen and 47 allied airmen = a to%nl n?
91« Five flying-boots which made foroced-landings on the =--
were towed saflely back to Gibreltar with their crews unhurt.
H.S.Ls No. 142, which was at Gibraltar until May, 1944, res-
cued 54 aimaen. Ho. 2582, between ipril, 1943 and Jamiary.
194k, rescued 20  No. 181, photographed above on its way o

search for o Halifax orew, haa resoued 1k. (12th Awgust, 19,7
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(1943)
In the upper picture a new slipway (right) is being b*7"

Tt has been completed, in the lower picture, and conbais

o Sunderlands.




These show a typiecal smell Levanterclouds It is the only cloud

about = the shadov's show that there is sunshine everyvhere else.

lluch more severe coses con ncours The oloud may extend right
across the bay to Llgeociras. The cloud base is sanetimes as

low as 2on feet above sea: leveles (25th July, 194k)




FLYDG FROL THE ROCK.

PART THREE -  GEIERAL.

=

"Some rock which stretches into

the vast sea and which ====

endures all the violence and thresats

standing wmoved."

Virgil (icn).
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GENERALe

PART CEIL,

I = fccidents ani Weathers

The weather conditions and the geogmphical situvation of Gibraltax
combined in the early days, when the ruwey wms too short for modern
aircraft, to give North Pront a bad reputation among pilots throughout
the Royal iir Force. FBut when the rursmy had extended to beyond 1150
yards the denger was vastly less and it diminished even more once the full
1800 yards had been attoined. 4lthough there were 52,418 eircraft move=
ments in 1243 and 34,231 in 194, North Front had surprisingly few serious
ccoidents caused entirely by eather or the airfield's own peculiarities,

One of these, unhappily, was sufficiently startling to focus un-
warranfed atiention on North Front as o dangerous places It occurred on
Lth July, 1943, and involved the death of General Sikorski, the Polish
Prime Minister and C. in Cs of the Polish Forcess The Liberator in
which he as to have returmed {o Britain creshed into the sea a few mo=-
ments af'fer taking-off. The crash occurred at nights With the excep=-
tion of the pilot the aircrmfi's eleven passengers anl ovew of five were
killed, The other possangers were ifa jor Geunoral Klimecki, Chief of
staff; Colonels Mareckl and Grolewski, staff Officers;” Ile Kulskowski,
secretary to General Sikorski; Colonel Victor Cazalet, 1,P., Iiaison
of'ficer with the Polish Forces; Brizadier Whitley, lfme. Losniowska,
General gkiorski's daughter; Iieuts Prsewski, 4.D.C.: anl {two English-
nen, Messrs W.H., Loch and Pinders Within a few minutes of the crash a
R.A4.F. pinnace wos at the spots The crew hesrd a voice in the dariness
and picked up the pilot but the aircraft sank before they could reach itb.
The bodies of General 3ikorski and Mojor Ceaneral Ilimecki were recovered
and artificial respiration was otiempted without successe The HeS.Le
ordered to the rescue picked up two more bodies. Asfter lying-in-state
in the Gibraltar Roman Cotholie Cathedm 1l of 5t. Mary the Crowned the
body of Ceneral sikorgki was ftalen to England in 2 Polish destroyers
The aircraft vas subsequently mized ond other bodies and documents
recovered,

One of the rare fatal crashes to operational personnel occurred on
72nd April, 1944, On that date 5/L. G.4.B. Johnson, 0.C. of No. 520
,quadron, was killed when landing a Gladiator IT. The sirereff bounced,
svung of? the rummy into a wooden hut and caught five.

“he preatest hindrence to flying end safety is the picturesque cloud
formation caused by the Mediterranean Ievanter east wind and which the
Spanish call the Suicide Cloud. t may desovend on North Front without
notioe and car hang over the Rock for days. The Leventer was respon-
sible for ruch anxiefy in hizh places on 12th June, 1943 ¢« His Majesty
the Iing, in a York sircraft, wes on his vay to Gibre ltar when the wind
chanzed to essterly and the Lewanter came downm and remained over North
front os strongly and stubbornly as ever it had donce The £.0.C., 4ir
Cormodore 3.FP. Simpson, who vms in the control tower with the Governor
and the siation Conrander, ordered the York and its escorting Liberator
to be diveritcd to Port lyautey where the United States llavy made speedy
preparations to receive the distinguished visitors Both aireraft landed
there safely.



This layer of wvery low cloud, formed over the sea, drifted
slowly westwarde This condition is rare and in this caso was
yery transitory. xcept during the short period shown by the
photographs- the cloud was poured over the Rook and was lower
s-m;ﬂ denser over the town and harbour than either to north or

,south of the Rock. (13th June, 1944
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It may be a surprise to most people to hear that from the aviators
point of wview weather at Gibralfar is on the whole very good, ocoasion:
when the airfield or flying-boat landing srea aro unusabls being very
rare in comparison with home stationse Wind mather than cloud or vis-
ibility is the most frequent difficulty. With south-east or south-
west winds excecding about 15 lmots there is o dangerous cross-wind on
the rumey; and extremely violent eddies set up by the Rock add great-
ly to the difficultics of landing. Even when the Ieventer is very low
i% does not usually extend over the rumey but it does mole the approach
difficult ag an sircmft landing in an east wind hss to fly through the
cloud end only emerzes vwhen it is wery nearly on the line of the rumaye
Rain is soncbimes heavy enough to make landing difficult or impossible
sirply because of the reduction in visibility but such condilions rarely
last lonze The majority of rain comes with south-west winds but the
cloud is seldom below about 1500 feet in these condiftionse The kind of
"Irontal" conditions, with continuous rain and cloud below BOO feet,
which constitute the min obstacle to flying in Great Britain are very
rare in Gibreltars The main minfall occurs during the five mont
between Noverber and Yarch and is bsually about 35 inches. Thunder-
stoms nearly aliays teke place at hizh levels and the min cloud base
is at 6000 feet or mores They are troublescme chiefly because of the
heavy rain which they often pive; as By almost elways occur =t night,
the effect of this rain on visibility is particularly severes There are
about 15 = 17 thunderstorms each year.



Thia photograph and the others on the next page, toker in 1943,
show thet only a fence divided Spain ond North Front. If
Germany had attacked Gibraltar through Spain North Fromu wonld
have been in a precaripus position. For Seve:'al years Lii.s
threat hung over the station. In additionm, there was +he
knowledge that enemy agents could lean against the fence and
watch freely what our airersft wepe doing, o unique situaticn

in war!



II = The spanish Question.

Mention has been mede on several occasions in this narrative of
the remarlable situation at North Front where the spenish and their
German friends could see what was happening on the airfield with no more
trouble then is required %o look through a high fence of steel railings;and
of the still more remarkable circumstance where thousands of spaniards
walked neross the rumway every day on their woy to and from work in
Gibraliar. Everyone who has had experience of the horror that was
arcused 6% R.A.F. stations in Britein if » harmless civilian was found
peering through the Larbed wire 2% an sirersft dispersal will realise
how the authoritics st Gibraltsr felt when it wes ennounced to them that
North Front wes to become an girfield with a major secref ‘operation to
performe The daily presence of spanierds in Gibraltar is as unavoidable
ag the fact thet North Pront is next door to dpain. A fortress the size
of Gibralter, with en important Nevel dockyord, reguires several hunired
skilled end unskilled worlmen in eddition to its jerviee personmel. For
severol ressons, one of which is the lack of living accommodation, and
another the dislike of the Gibralitarian for becoming en artisan, Gibrsl-
tar hag always vecruited its creftswen and other workers from Spoine
The civilisn shopkecpers and residents, too, have found it necessary %o
get their sssistands and servants froa gpein, where labour is cheap.
Normally the number of sponish people who find jobs in Gibraltar is a
few thousand; but shortly after this wer begen it ked incressed fo
something well over 9000. The sponiards were esger to find jobs on the
Rock and the spanish cuthorities encournged theis It wos not unlikely
that among those thousands there would be soue nssocizted with the
Germans living in Ie Lines and Algeciras, or who were anti-British and
wouldl not consider it necessary to be reticent in cafes about what they
stw and hecrd in Gibmltar.

The task which faced the British securitfy defence suthorities and
the success which they achieved are not o be deseribed in this marrative.
It is sufficient to point fo the success of Operction Torch. Among
R.4.P. personnel the need for gecurity wes reclised and observed in a
rmanner which must have delighted those responsible for teaching if.
LAttenfance at & security tolk wos slmost the first thing thot happened
to officers and airmen arriving ot Gibmliar. That in itself seemed to
impress the newcamers. In the hundreds of letters censored every day
it wag rere to find one in which the writer tollked about his Job ond
conversation indiseretions were negligible. New Cemp provided an ex-
enple of the sort of discretion thoi existed. It was o fairly common
experience for R.i4.F. aircrew who had escaped from occupied Eurcpe to
arpive 2t Gibraltar throuzh the gponish frontier. They were brought
to New Camp conspicuous in nondegeript civilian suits 2% first and even
more noticeable in new R.A.F. uniforrs a ghort time later. 4 number of
officers onl airmen on the station, inevitably, had to know who those
visitors were; in fact, the code word used was "visitors™. Bat the
vast mo jority of the gtotion personnel of a1l ranks served their allotted
span at llew Camp and saw these lost-looking people moving about withoub
Imowing any thing of what was happening.

There were, of course¢, several proctical exsmples of the presence of



It can be seen from these two photogrephs taken necar the sumit
of the Rock how the exbtensive ranges of hills in Spain could

supply cover for a bambardment of North Front. (1943)
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the ermsyy and his agents o encourage discretion. Everyone knew about
the gentlemen on the top of the Gerren consulate at Ia Linea who were
called, with the English sense of humour which other roces so seldom
unlers tand, the "Germmn duty pilots". These obgervers saw anl reported
211 movenents of aircreft and shipping end as many other things os their
binceculars coull pick upe Fersomnel who were pormitted to Zo to Algem
ciras and Lo Iinea on shori leave saw Gemmans in the hofels and cafes,

hes ol news boys crying "sigmali¥, and other Cerman propaganda publications
andl a nurber got into conversation with a noted 3panish journalist who
was better lmowm as 2 Geman agent and against whom an pfficinal warning
wag issueds Tt woul®l have been @ ghupid officer or cirren indeed who saw
these things within sight of his ovm station and did not reslise the da=-
wer of speeking or writing sbout his work. x

Other things occurred to discournge the possible chatterer. The
Jdensor of sabotage was always present. Nothing cver happened o aircmaft
but there were seversl incidenbs at the dockyarl. TPires were started
and babs were discovered near the new operations room funnel and the
srpunition stove sbout the time Torch sms due. Two gpaniards were hanged
in Gibmaliar for these crires and news of the hentings made public.  Be-
tveen 1950 en? 1943 mysterious attacks were made on shipping at anchor in
the Pays. It was obvious thot they were not coning from U-Boats; but it
wes not until the Itelian ormistice that the digcovery vme mede of human
torpedoes being send scross the Bay from the Itelisn tanker Olferra lying
insice the outer bresk-water at Algeciras less then four miles from Tew
Carpu

Every night anti-sabotage puords had to be mounted at both stations.
Wothing sensationel ever heppened. The re2son why our aircraft werc pre-
served from camose is to be found in the repori and files of the Security
depariments, the "elock and dagger™ men, but there is little chance of the
story beinz told for some time to ocome. Those who wish to read abous
Giboaliar in those days will have to be satisfied with Wing Commender
Pelhom=Groom's novel "Defend the Rock" which wes written arounl Operation
Torch an? in which a little faot has been blended with o gread deel of
Tictions

To the ordinary member of the R.A.F. sircrews the spanish question
was bound up in the need to avoid flying over Spain in the vicinity of
@ibra ltar or infrinting the country's neutralify by respecting the three-
mile limit when near other nsarts of the coest of Spein or Moroccos Gev-
eral of them had the importance of this emphasised by sponish enti-eircrafi
fire and ot least ome ran wed wounded by @ shell fragments Behind the
scones o sreat deel of corrospondence was conlucted between Gibraliar and
the spenish cuthorities, throush the British consulates and the Embassy at
Medrid, to try and still the tricper-itch of the .penish gunners until they
were sure that our nireraft weve actuslly inside their precious three-
niles of sea. In pgeneral, the spanish were courteous and promised to
issue ceutionary orders to their baltery officers; all except General
Iniz Orges, High Cormissioner for spenish Morocco. General Orgaz wes
erphotically not only enti-British but 2lso anti-R.4.F.

The reason was supposed to be en ineident which cccurred on 20th
April, 1944, when Gibrelter fighters intercepted a JU. 52 with Spanish
narkings in which the Generel wes refurning to Tetuan from iizdrid. A4
sizol advising Gibreltar of the sircraft'es proposal to fly ecross the
Stroits was not received until after the JU. 52 hed been plotted and
the fighters scrombleds Two spitfires dived on the JU. 52 from astern
to identify it fthen clinmbed ahesd and flew level with it at about 50
yordse 'The fichter pilots vewved %o the gpenish pilot indicating that
he should keep cwey from Gibroltar. On reporting this on R/T to Gib-
ra ltar Fichter Operstions they reccived the instruction, "He's 2 ciwvil
aircraft, don't be rough with him". The fighters went no nearer but
kept the JU. 52 in gight until it ves abowve gpenish territorisl waters
off the Moroccon coaste Their attitude, however, hod annoyed the High
Cormiseioner. 48 soon &5 he landel at Tetusn he compleined bitierly



"

An umsual sighte Catalinas of Noe 202 3Squadron in formation

on the A.3.R. search mentioned on the opposite pages
(16th June, 194:)
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o the British Consul ant ollesed 4hat the fighters had Povved hin oiv—
raft to change its course and had violsted sponish ferritvory. £ spen-
sh diploret who wes also in the zircraft privately told the Consul that
he passenrers werc "frizhitened to death"s The mmtter ended with a2 re-
port of the sctual facts sent by H.E. The Governor; Lt. Gon. sir Te
Falph Eastwood, %o the British Ambassador, Sir semiel Hoauvre, at kiadrid;
but forever afterwards Genergl Orgpz hed bitter feelings tovmrds the
R.A.F. and 2 spate of 3panish A.A. fire on our aircraft vhenever they
camc near the three-mile limit around the Moroccan ceast aftervands was
thousnt to be relnted to the interception incident.
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Yrom time to time & British sircraft crashed in ;pain or made o
forced landing. If the airermft and crew survived, the gpanish autnor
ities retsined the former, which they werc entitled %o do under interma-
tioml law, and an agreement wag reached with the British Govermment
wheveby it became part of the spanish Air Force. They invariably sont
tho crow homc efter o suitable interval to satisfy their conscience if
any inguiries should come from the Axis. That was an act of courtesy
which fhsy need not hase observed and which crested 2 good impression
with Gibraltar aircrew genewnllys - The first proctical experience of
thot courtesy ccourred in Gibrmalter in December, 1942, to the pilot of
an Amsvicen P.38 which wag forced fo land on the spanish side of the North
Pront fence. The aircraft was retainad but the piloi, who was slightly
irjured, was cuickly permitted %o return to Gibraltar.

An incident oceurred in June, 194, when a Catalima of No. 202
Sguadron creshed and the crew were killed in General Orgpz's-country,
spanish Moroccoe This foet was not known for some time and the aircraf$
was reported os missing over the sea, rcsulting in ons of the bigeBst air-
sea rescue attempts ever made by a flying-boat scuadron. It also
preduced an interesiing monifests tion of sponish sympe thies with Britain,
During the scarch for the aircmfi, which was thought to have crashed in-
to the sea near Alboron Island,; Cibraltar witnessed the unicue sight of
gight Catalinas of No. 202 gouadron flying in formation as they set out
from New Coamp. They were rocalled when the wrecknpge and the bodies of
the crew were found on the hills at Tres Forcas. There was some doubt
ag to the willingness of Genercl Orgpz to o llow members of the squadron
to attend the funeral =nd inspect the wrecks An appreach vag made, how-
gver, ond the spanish showed the greatest friendlineas. They peve the
orew & military funeral in Melilla and crowds thronged the strects.
Iater.the Squadron Comendef and other officers from Gibraliar flew fo
ifelills ard were received so cordiolly that they remnined for fhree dayse
The spanish officers poid for the ercotion of o heedstonc and grove.
Durinz @ dinner given at the scaplsne base the military governor of
Melille proposed & toast to the friendship of Britain ond spain.

Generel Crypz did not appear but sent greetings to the visitors.

Another of several further indications of sponish frienmdliness to
the R.A.I", occurred in October, 1944, when a Holifax from Brewdy shich
was diverted to (Gibraltar arrived only to find the sirfield closed through
an unpredicted for. The nearest fit base being beyond the aircmaft's
range of enduronce several unguccessful ottempts were made to land af
gibroltar. The only course now seemed for the sircraft to ditch oand as
it wms derk the flore path was towed out to & given position for the
ditching, with the H.3.L. and other craft standing by. Unfortunstely
by this time the fog hod beceme so thick ond extensive that a clear area
could not be found and s o last resort plain languapge mess2ges in Span—
ish were sent by the M/F station to Tetuan, in spenish liorocco, osking
if they had airfield lighting and could land o Helifax. This Tetuan
azreed to do, the ¥alifax was given full deteils of course, distance,
anl so far as they were known, facilities, and landed safely. The
Halifax was retoined st Tetusn but the crew returnmed to Gibraltar full
of praise for the lavishness of gpcnish hospifality.

It vas beccuins clear that Cemin influence in the Spanish area
oppositc Gibralter bad gone and that tho authorities were keen fo be
friendly. This wos denonstroted on 20th Nowvember, 1944, whon the
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Two contrasts in sightings - the llauretania and & Spanish line Schooncrs
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Officer Comvmnding of No. 520 Squedron had engine failure in a Martinet
on approaching the western end of the rumwmy and ditched in the shellow
vater cbout LO yards off the spenish shore. He was rescued unhurt by
He3.L. 181 3penish caribineros refuscd & R.A.F. pimesce pemission to
salvage the zircreft which wes within the egreed spenish territorial
waters of Gibraltar Baye A neval ¥.L. with 2 R.4.F. officer on board
went close in shore and negotiations were conducted with a2 spanish
officiel bearing the title Captein of the Port of Ia Linea. He was
very friendly anl agked that no attempt be rede et salvage until per=-
mission hazd been received from the Spanish Governors He seid he under-
~atood this would be gronted if applicd for in the usual formal manner.
4is this was @ precedent H.E. The Governor epplied for permission, which
wves granted on 22nd November. The Martinet wos then salveged and towed
back to North Front. The ircident cen go down in history apgainst the
apparent unwillingness of the gpanish to allow us to salvege crashed
aireraft during the last wer.
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A French suenderland in tow of =

spenish Schoonsr.
A Gibraltar H.s5.L. has arrived o tste charge of the

aircraft but does not apnear in the pictire,

(17th. July, 1943 )
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NOSTH FR0NT.

what will be the future of the airfield?

(27th Noveuber,1943)



FLYING  FRGL  THS  ROCK.

"Wlhere stands a wingdd sentry
all skilful in the wars."

Henry Vaughan.
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EPIIOGUE - TE FUTURE.

so ends 2 period in the history of Gibraltar as mementous as any
since 170k« Once more the Rock has heen an asset of high value to
(ireat Britain. The story of its service to the Royal Air Force, con-
tained not so much in the incidents of flying from the Rock as in the
fact that the Rock was there and in spite of apparently insurmountable
difficulties wes adapted to the use of aircraft, is a Justification of
ths romanticists and sentimentalists whose pleadings to retain Gibraltaer
overcame the considered opinions of the "practical" experts.

With thet observation this narrative might well come o an end.
Yet, having explored history and combindd it with the immediate past to
form this narrative there is an irresistible temptation not to retire
without saying something about the future. This is more to emphasize
that there is still a problem in Gibreltar than to clsim abilify to
predict & solution. It can hardly be that Gibraltar's success in pro-
viding an airfield vital to allied victory in this latest wer, in de~-
fiance of the opposition of thoughtful people, will gholish all suggest~-
ions to exchange i% for sorme place else. The achievements of a weapon
in one wvar is no rcason to believe that it will be invincible in the
next, although such an argunent hes been accepted on occasions, usua Lly
with unhappy results. There ere many voices reedy to be heard on this
subject though, and there is every likelihood of & situation arising in
which sentimentality, naticnal pride, expediency and wise forethought
may find themselves at loggerheads. One of the principal factors then
in any discussion about Gibraltarfs future will be its potentialities
as a base for air power and its ability to retain whatever advantages
these may cortain. The snswer to that is hardly to be found in the
achievements of the past few years but in a wise appreciation of
developments in aviation in the future.

The attitude of spain, too, mey have to be considered, although
at the moment Spein is in no position to be opinionative. It is
extrenely unpleasant, though, to have an unfriendly next-door neighbour
who may hurl stones and unpleasant words across the fence and who cannot
be persuaded to desist except by the force and not the majesty of the
lawe That has not happened to Gibraltar but it must alweys be borne in
mind that a neighbour with his hands in his pockets can alweys withdraw
them if he wishes.

Today's position is that Gibraltar possesses 2 modern airfield
with a unique rummy. How will it be prepared tp meet the next emerg-
ency? The decision to be made on this point will not be the simple
ons of whether or not a racecourse is to be despoiled to permit aircrafd
to land in war.

THE END.





