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Allied forces carrying out six invasion operations have had MACAF
escort against U-boats and aircraft, as well as other air suoport.

In Air Sea Rescue operations 6,856 sorties have been flown and 1,468
lives have been saved.

In air combat 466 enemy aircraft have been destroyed, 57 probably
destroyed and 204 damaged. Squadrons of the USAAF destroyed 125, probably
destroyed 31 and damaged 144. Squadrons of the FAF destroyed 42, probably
destroyed 7 and damaged 15.

Air Vice larshal Sir Hugh Pugh Lloyd has been the Air Officer Com—
manding MACAF from its formation. The first Deputy Air Officer Command-—
ing was Brigadier General Elwood Quesada, USAAF; the second Brigadier
General Gordon P. Saville and the third, Brigadier General Edward M,
Morris.

Each phase of the operations carried out by MACAF from March 1943 to
September 1944 is dealt with in the pages which follow. These brief sum—
maries are limited to the barest outline of an amazingly varied history.
They do not detail the thousands of acts of personal heroism nor describe
the sacrifices end achievements of individuals which constitute the drama-
tic human-interest story of MACAF, which lies behind the bare account of
victories won and accomplishments achieved.

The record, even unadorned by the narratives of personal achievement,
nevertheless discloses the nature -of the countribution which the Mediter—
ranean Allied Coastal Air Force has made in transforming the once Axis-
dominated Mediterranean into 'Ware Nostrum".

.

BLINDING THE ENEMY

One of the most exacting commitments of Mediterranean Allied Coast-
al Air Force was the prevention of enemy air reconnaissance of our ship-
ping and harbors. This task, always important and inherently part of the
generzl defensive role, became doubly so at the times when shipping was
being concentrated in the ports prior to the various invasions.

In the early days, the enemy based his reconnaissance forces on Sar-
dinia wusing mainly Ju-88s. Only Hurricanes, Spitfire Vs and P-39s were
available to intercept them, but success was achieved. There were many
instances in which these aircraft, inspite of their comparatively low
performance, destroyed enemy reconnaissance aircraft only after the most
deternined chases often for a hundred miles or more out to sea.

This drove the enemy in the month of lay to the use of Fw-190s and
Ve~109s fitted with long-range tanks and capable of great speeds at high
altitude. %e had not at that time the right types of aireraft to deal
with this situation, although Spitfire 1Xs and P-38s had long been pre-
ssed for. The problem was acute in view of the forthcoming invasion of
Sicily and the gathering mass of shipping in harbors.

By the beginning of June, two F-3B8s were attached to each United
States P-39 Squadron and a few Spitfire IXs were attached to some R.A.F,
Sguadrons expressly for anti-reconnaissance work. It was not possible
completely to deny the enemy a sight of what was going on, but our anti-
reconnaissance aircraft achieved considerable sueccesses and in the succ~
eeding weeks the enemy lost a number of valuable reconnaissance crews and
information.
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THE BATTLE OF THE CONVOYS

The fall of Tunis on 12th May 1943 was virtually the end of land-
warfare in North Africa, but it was just the beginning of one of the
great air battles of the war-—the fight for the skies over the Mediter—
ranean ship lines, the re-opening of which became & possibility for the
first time, when the Nazis gave up North Afrieca,

So long as the Luftwaffe was able to control the air above these
ship routes, they remained closed to Allied convoys and our forces were
denied incalculable savings in the time and space required to transport
the material with which to conduct the war to every front. If the con-
voys could not be protected against air attack, the preponderance of Al-
lied naval strength in the llediterranean and the possession of one shore
of the Mediterranean would not suffice. It was necessary to win the air
battle to restore the life-line of Allied shipping.

The winning of this air battle became M,A,C.A.F.'s responsibility
and ultimately its great achievement.

The Luftwaffe strike forces in North Africa escaped the fate of the
enemy land forces and got away to Sicily and the Ttalian mainland. Here
the anti-shipping units were reorganized and prepared to attack our con-
voys between Algiers in the West and the Malta Channel in the East.

By the end of May 1943, 242 Group was established at Bigerte with
Fighter Sectors at Tunis and Sousse. Our fighter organization was ready

for the coming struggle. It is significant that during the month of May
two large Bastbound convoys were escorted through the Sicilian Narrows

without loss or air attack. The probable explanation of this is that
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"THE BIGGEST EVER







[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |







[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




Ll

[CESLASSIFED |
FadTy \\

.__‘_ o | = '_fl L]
| _tro008~ = o /./
. P
-l sy i
/ I
voR |
2 il | .\..//
< —— /
R /
N s aigren
- Sor
9009 a‘ -
2008 . pe
soven 952
/ igzom”/” i
\» gz
3 e
1
By . i ]

et
Meoe

'UORDTS UDDLiRWY UD SFDIPUl SN, xpaxd 2y,

- HO0OS: - 00 e =
42000 B 008 © :._.__._ ......

¥v61 ._.mD.U:ﬂ; 1 1v m<
H3A0D HVAVH - IVOWVW

T s

e £ it

i

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




[(CECLASSIFIED |

[(CECLASSIFIED |




(CECLASSIFIED |

[(BECLASSIFIED |







o ﬂ 3
»

{

&
Cadiz ¢

o Seville

GIBRALTAR

ﬂﬁ. oNantes (
‘ "

et '
rD;EC-LA$$ IFIED |

%

\

olyan
\)
'~ oBordeaux

Bilbao © ,
o Toulouse '|

o Saragossa

YBarcelona d

oMadrid 1

o N MINORCA f
Vvalencia v Q}
M 5 l
AJORC

£ miza

&

Cartagena,{} M &

ulagu

ECLASSI Fl=D |

R






