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TOP SECRET.

M.I.9/JAPA3488

STATEMENT B Y

Air Commodore Charles Oscar Prithd-of MODIN, G.B.E., D.S.C., Air Headquarters, SINGAPORE.

peacetime Profession; R.A.E.Date of Birth; 25 Jan 8?

R-ivate Address; Hedingham,
Prance Hill Drive.

CAdvIBSRIEY,
Surrey.

S.N.V.R. (LOKCDK) 1908-14
Royal Naval Division 1914-16
R.P.G. andR.A,P. since 1916

Service;

G/d.IBEELEY 432BANKA ISLAND, off SmiATR/i, 16 Peb 42

■HOTEK CiaiP, IvIUKDEN, IJiNCHDRIA about 20 Aug 45

Place & date of original capture;

Liberated;

1(a) CAPTURE.

R.A.P. Par-East, discussed with me,

'  during the latter days of the Battle of SUKiAPORE, the expediency of transferring

my duties as A.O.A. from SINGAPOPJ: to N.E.I., The majority of our aircraft having

perforce been transferred to SUtvIATRA, the better to continue the air fi^t for

Air Vice Marshal PDU.i'ailD, A.O.C • 5

the defence of SINGJfPQRS.

I had pointed out to him that there were mary administrative details

yet to be fixed up in SIl'lCAPORS, viiile he hLnself had few or no Operational

Units left in WiIAYA to require his presence, and  I v/as sufficiently senior and

presumably competent to take the A.O.C.'s place, standing by tie G.O.G. To the. end.

(My Deputy A.O.A G/Capt, GOGGLE, was already in SUMATRA),

I suggested that the A.O.C. should leave SII’GAPQRE, and proceed to

Gen. WAVELL's Headquarters in JAVA, he knowing greater detail regarding the Admini

strative affairs to support those Operations,

Air Vice Marshal JiALTBY had been in SLh'GAPOHE for some three weeks at

• }

this time, assisting Air Vice Marshal FUIPCRD, generally, but he left to taice over

N.E.I. on the morning of 10 Peb 42.the duties of A.O.C., R.A.P.,

Acting in accordance with standing orders from Air Vice Marshal HILPCKID,

I had evacuated Royal Air Porce Headquarters, Par East Command, from SIlvE ROAD,

SINGAPORE, a.m. 11 Peb 42, transferring them, as to "Operations'-', to a house called

in SP'-G-APaG, with Administrative Departments in  a house called "HEIT

An interim Combined Air Porce and Array Headquarters (vd.th the

SEl’EN VALES'

lEVIS" close by.

Navy included, if they so desired) had been under prep.aration for some .tine at

the Oil Tanks near the POPP Oompany Assembly Plant on the BUKA TIf,fPI Road, SIl'.GAPCRE

/iBLilKD.
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SIITGAPCas/

This woixLd liave been ideal had not the enemy advanced so swifilj' tovfardsIS:

the BUI'LA TIliTiiE race course as to mahe that location quite untenablso

'■‘le ¥«re discovered in our new temporary Headquarters the verj'- same ai''ter-

it was orJqr anoon, and the btiildings and sujrrounds were dive-inachine-gunne d.

matter of hours before we sho. -.ld be bombed out.

I therefore obtained the A.O.O. 's permission to transfer headquarters once

this time to 30EME0 irOTOHS' Gsrage, quite close to PC»T OATOm'TG, vehere the

Army Comi'aander had alraads^ arrived, and vas I'lmctioning, together i>/ith Rear Admiral,

imAYA (in li'ffilT CA]®1IKG)..

This move ’.vas made upon my recoinrncndation in order to get the A.O.C.

closer to the G. O.C. and to Rear Adiiiiral, la/ilATA,

The G.0.0. ^‘ra.s Lt. Gen. piECIVAL, and Rear Adjairal, IJALAYA was Rear Admiral

SPOOI'ISR, the latter since died, as has also Air Vice Marshal RTIPO'/^D himself.

Both the latter succumbed on an Island called P0EL03 TCEaiOEH (SETJIT BROTHERS ISMIiDS),

more;

This for obvious reasons.

North of BAl'-lKA STRAITS.

At 1200 hours on 12 peb 42, af'ter I had got v/hat was left of Headquarters

Xthe majority of the R.A.P. Staff had ali-eady been sent to the N.B.I.) satisfact

orily settled in a t PXDRIIEO MOTORS, and while that area, as '«vell as the interim Head

quarters which we had just evacuated, were under sporadic enemy field gun fire, I

if ray bag vra.s packed?".was sent for by the A.O.C., who asked me

I replied "NO", as I saw no reason for doing so, in view of our previous

’■onversation, and the fact that I had understood that SHK-APQRE was to be held to

the *end. At this Air Vice Marshal RiTPORD issued me icith  a direct order to trans

fer iiy activities to N.E.I. immediately, joining up with Air Vice Marshal IvALTFf,

alreadj'- there, to eontinue mj’- activities as A.O.A. , R.A.P,, PAR EA!BT.

I protested again that he should go himself, as my DeP^ity was already in

the I'I.E.I., and I was myself vrell able to handle the delicate situation Ymich was

standing by Gen. PERCrfiiL to the end.developing in SniGAPORE, as Senior R.A.P. Officer,

The A.O.G. was by this time an extremely weaxy and worried man, and I felt

He did, in fact, leavevery keenly the desirability of his acting as I requested,

Sli'iGArORE after all, -with Rear- Admii-al MALAYA, v/ithin forty-eight hours of myself

leaving.

No communication aircraft remaining available in SINGAPORE, I was ordered

/to take ...... .
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...^- I was ordered/

to passage in Air Sea. Rescue Launch Ko. 105 v,hich was proceeding from SIIIGAPCRE

to BATAtrCA and from there to continue \Tff- duties as A.O.A.

SIJIGAPORS at 1715 hours on 12 Reb 42„

This I did, leaving

Other passengers included W/Odr. ClilGIlBIL

of Fighter Group, since died, R/O PIllLAY of Fighter Group, ilAIAIA, W/Cdr. "/ULS-SAI'IDRORD

and G/Capt. BRO’iVKSDEIi-RIGH, the latter being in command of lio. 105, and of all

other Air Sea Resaue craft. These caae under his command in Fighter Group, MALAIA.

We left KALLARG -tER, SIliGAPORF, at 1715 hours on 12 Feb 42, as stated,

and the rest of the trip as far as the Island of 1.41LARG TIGNE, is dealt with in the

report by G/Oapt, RIGS, attached hereto, together with ny supporting narrative

thereon.,

To recapitulate briefly, we had anchored on our first night in ainongst

the islands lying immediately South of SII'S-APORE (i. e. night of 12/13 Feb 42).

Continuing South the next morning, vre caught up with the small B'lotilla

of R.A.F. Marine Craft which, in corapary with the "ROMPIN" (?), had left earlier

bound for BATAVIA, I wderstood.

In conformity with Orders given to G/Capt. RIOS by Air Vice Marslaal HJIFORD,

he ascertained that all was vrell with them and we proceeded on our way.

Marine Craft and Air Sea Rescue Graft came under the jurisdiction of G/Capt. RICE,

He was consquently in charge, and I was merely to take passage

All

Graft Ro. 105.

to R.E.I. in her.

That second night we anchored in AJvIFHRI'l'ITS BAY. (13/14 Feb 42).

Leaving agaih at about .0700 hours on 14 Feb 42, we were attacKed and dive-

machine-gunned for twenty minutes by three Japanese single-float seaplanes, who

then -withdrew, presumably having run out of aimnunition. Ro. 105 had put up a

most spirited defence vdth her two forward tYrt.n lav/is guns, t^TO ai^ter Leva.s and

two Torany guns manned by F/O FIMAY and W/Cdr. CHIGRBLL. I acted as Ammunition

Feeder to the guns. Ro. 105 was extremely vrell handled, maintaining continuous

and violent evasive tactics at over 30 knots. The 1st Goxsv;ain, P/Sgt. laiaiAIRD,

being severely wounded, -was attended by G/Oapt. RICE and others below, and the 2nd

Coxswain, then took over and continued splendidly.

'Jhen the enaiy aircraft withdrew, Ik). 105 ->vas run into the shelter of a

littel bay of KALAIC- TIGI'3 ISLARD, partly to investigate damage which we knew was

considerable, and partly tP lie-up and talue cover.

No sooner had we anchored than we ->vere again attacked by three raore similar

/Japanese . .
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.. similar/• • • r '' o

Japaixrise aircraft, who bombed and machine-gunned us until No. 105 caught fire, burning

fiercely from stem to stern.

G/Oapt. RICE had alreadj^ given the order to " Abandon Ship " a direct bomb

hit having been made on the stern of 105, killing 'fl/Cdr. GIUGNEIIj, the back of whose

head was blown away. I saw his dead bodj"- floating in the sea, and later, after No.

105 had s^xnk, and the enemy aircraft had left, we buried him at sea off the Island.

’iVhen the order to "Abandon Ship" was given, I vra.s on the forecastle, where

I had gone VTith my haversack containing urgent papers, in order to catch the piainter

of our dinghy, which, with one airman palling, was returning to No, 105 fran the shore,

after having landed the badly wounded coxswain (E/Sgt. KII'IIAIED) and one attending air

man.

Just before the dinghy bumped No. 105, the airman ttrarew me the painter, and

himself dived overboard to swim ashore with the rest.

I jumped into the dinghy, only to find that I could not reach high enou^

By this time air bombing and dive-machine-iiUnningto get HQT precious haversack,

was continuing fast and furious and all but inyself were swiaming. hai?d fear the shore.

across a strong current.

I was able to rescue G/Capt. RICE and W/Cdr. ’^/TliS-SARnPQlD, both of vd'orn

appeared to be someY/hat distressed, while others, as tb_ey got tii’ed, hung on to the

gunwale of m3' dinghy.

In this fashion we finally reached the shore, and, to my amazement, v/ithout

being hit.

Iiiimediately after landing, we sa’w No. 105, which ’-vas burning furiously from

stem to stem, blow uin and sink in the fast runnirig current.

With hez' went everything we had oi’ every kind, for there was no possibilit3’'

or opportunity to rescue arything, whether papers, clothing or food.

Nothing 'was left on the sufface of the sea after No. 105 had sunic but a few

chiarred fragnents quite unrecognisable as to wnat they had originall3'' been.

To our officers and men of. Launch No. 105 who then mustered on the foreshore

I explained that I now assumed command and responsibilitj' I'or the party.
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•.♦for the party#/

Tbs followiQ£ Is a Hat of tii« crew and paaaengera of jLaimob Ho. lo3

Sgt. KIMAIRD (Eoxswain) R.A.F.
LaC CALDttiili

im:, mobcan

AC 1 TIHUfOHTM (or TIMSAOHTH)

AC 2. DAVIS

Cpl. RKSiiS

LflC hat.i.

LAC SrjNTOM

AC 1 GAfOiarT (or CAHKm)

Group Captain BKO«tat)SK-niCE
In ciiurga of all M rina Craft, and Air Sea Reacua Craft,
since died aa a p/*)•

Air CoBBiodora C.O.P. HQDIN
(On transfer from SIMGAPORS to SDMATRA).

Wing Conmander Galtliiii^-.r.i.
(On transfer from SIKGAPQHS: to SUMATRA).

Wing Coomander WlLLS-SARDFCRD
(For paBBafce to SUMATRA).

Flying Officer FIHLAY, B.A.A.B-. (?)
(For passage to SUMAI’RA).

Hostile aircraft, wdicA made one or two flights along the shore, presumably

looking for us, who were under cover of the jungle, left the vicinity after a time,

vne enemy aii-craft had flown down low over the water, close by the stern of Ho. lo3, pre»

euffi&bly to read her number or name, just before she sank.

In regard to the death of »/Cdr, CHICNau. I should mention that we only decided

to bury him at sea after a most careful discussion as to the advisability of burying
him on ahore*

(This officer has

(Killed in action in No. 103).

The narrow, sandy foreshore wea clogged with stones and rocks just below the

surface of the sand, end only a shallow grave could have been dug, which wa thought

might have bnen promptly molested by wild animals on that unlnhabitated Island. A

deeper grave, within the jungle, was impracticable, for lac^ of tools.

The final burial at sea consisted of slitting the life-saving jacket and letting

the body sink in the swift running current which must auttmoatioally have swept it out

The actual burial was carried out at mJ orders by f/0 FINLAY andinto the ocean.

one airman working frcaa our dinghy after the attack was all over.

/All hands
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•all orar*/

All htiOdm wmT0 aom again itarad* and divldad into two mmtotma, as ’atarnal*

flro was lit with our faw tohas at a j^ition ai diatai^a froBi our o«&«

for raaaoaa of aaourlty, and ona sat to wateh eonatantly owar it.

Attaadanta for tha woundad • oookat food-aaarehars• look>oUt8« ato. wara

also organiaad on a two««atch basis*

Aftar intanaira aaaroh* a watar-liola« fad hy a aaKdl straasi tram tha hilly

.uagla. iter was boiled in an old patrol druK which was

found aaar-hy tha daaartad min of a aatiYo fishantaa's tmporary wooden hut*

18 found I and from this*

la this

hut wa placed bgt* IClliliAlFtD, tha woundad Coxswain, for rest and such first-aid

could continue to giva*

>al was of coconut and fish, tha latter klllad by the boabing of

A^le supplias of coconut and other fruit foods appeared to be growiag on the

inland, sufficient for our aubaistenca for

Our first

time to o<

.. 105*

After a nldday of fish and co«>nut, ths word »wa,p« was spelt on the sand.

with large decayed trae-irunka* these being covered with pals fronds, to bids than frotK

aight until Allied aircraft, dafiaitaly identiflad as friendly, might pass overhsad,

aircraft did so, and appeared wt to sea our sigmlwhan they would be exposed* Only

but continued on his way*

The condition of agt* KINlAira} be< worse, and wa, at his requsat, moved

him down to our own position by tha shore, and later, to tha vicinity of tha Casitp fire.

as ha waa feeling the usual cold chill followiBg exhaustion. further, 1 fait that

tha smoke would protect him from tha tormenting mosquitoes*

As ths sun was naarlng its setting, an alramn, who had made a direct crossing

of ths tiny ■‘’sland, through ths Jungls at top speed, reported to that two small ships

had been sighted approachlag the lalands at slow apesd against tbs tids*

By than C/Capt. RICK aM W/o FIliLAY had prooesdod in our dinghy, to reconnoitre

ons of the two nearby islanda, upon which waa a trallia coastal-light, a largish evacuat

ed native Jmi^usa, and a fair-aizad Is^t, pullad up ui^er cover of tha trass* jjo sign of

living humans being still present* however, was ssan, either on that Island or on our

Tbs above two officers did not land, but waylaid and intareaptad tha oncomingown*

ships*

1 had also ordarad two R.A.f. Marina Sastion airman to taka a very small native

Tkla they eventuallyoanos, which ws bad found, and head off tha approaching ahi^.

/did.*
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they ©veatually/

did, just as G/Capt, aici aud f/O FIHLAI did likewise ia their diaghy,

Aa the Bua was setting, a shii)‘s boat pulled through the reef to our small bay

aad picked lis up, ths; journey back across the strong current being very difficult with

80 crowied and clumsy a ship's lifeboat, with one large mn, todly wounded, lying fiai
length amidships.

Among ths valuables lost by as was a bag of approximtely three hundred old

undelivured and other private cables, addressed largely to North and Central

Thass, hud bean itemed by the Cable and »»ir@lea8 Company's

ultimate Air headquarters, R.A.y, gm EASs!, ia the office of the BOflEO iSOTOflS Co. Ltd

SIHChHJBL, and I had been requested to take them along at the last minute.

It m& boon i^asibie to g«t to them in their place of forward stowage in

iAiunoh No. iOp during the bombing, and they were unfortunately burnt and sunk with the

veasel•

a

KiiLidfA.
issenter to th® p

nd

en-

• »

Sveatually, half the party were embarked in the larger of the two rescuing

vessels, the 'RANTAU* and the remainder lathe 'RILAO*.

case over the low sides of 'HELAU' than over the high side of tfc»

KINNAIRD was placed in the formsr vesaal.

It was easier to gat a str

SA^rfAC', sc F/Sgt

I believe that he has suirvived,

stoher

.

Ths crews of both vessels were 'voluatears', business men and other civilians

'.iAiKAU* was captained by the purine superintendent of the STR^aTSfrom SINCAiOR:!. Tho

STHAiBHIF Co.* SINGAl-ORZ (Captain BAOLiiLEY) and the 'RSUO» by Captain CAISERLaIN,

^alstant to Captain .a&IOSXSY.

of one of the business men from SIIIDAPORE.

Thijra was one civilian lady on bouid iua 'HAIii'AU'  t wife

Neither ship had eny armament other than one ehotgun in '.tvNTAU' to which can

be added our Service revolvers. A rifle was ia 'ilEL/.U*.

Captain BACDELiar invited m on to the bridge of 'RANl'AU' and discussed our immed

iate programme* We agreed that both vessels should move off as darkness fell, and put

in to BSBR'OK, BAIQCA ICLAND, ao Captain EATPELrY was anxious to refuel there for his on

ward trip to BATAYIf, for which port both vessels were bound*

hlso, I cyaelf hoped to get in touch with ths Royal Air Force from the landing

strip at ytiNTCK and possibly even to fly the wounded man and perhaps also myself to

JAVA, for obvious reasons.

Sunday, IS 1'sb Il2

We could not expect to make the trip in one night, as both suipa were only

/capable
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,«mrm only/

of mkiiii fiv* to «i* kaota. *• thoraforo decided to

by dawn m iiuudey Ijj 7eb 42, wMob «e did wltbout iooldeat.

for tbs day, beiag Joined by TAPPiR and R

carryin* a sdaed party of Senrioe peraonnel.

I adrised sending all bands asbore, under cover, during tbe day

if diaeorared, I expected e?^-/ -aircraft to attack tbe undefended Teaaela,

sooner bad all bands been transferred asbore than sucb an attack'aid, in fact, de

velop. beisft delivered by one single-float bi-plane seaplaiw, siailar to ebicb

bnd attaokad Launob Mo. I05.

tbe BLRIUXJt isla

» as.

Mo

ie em tbe ‘RAlirAD*.

nds

doth vesssls Isy up there

VI. tF t Leuncb Mo. 3^, both vessels

air etteeka took plaos.

^estf sirereft flew along tbe island's coast line, apparently looking for us,
but took no offensive action.

Tbe 'RAKaD' •HjsLAO* eeilsd again that evealag. end arrived off IcaffOk

As daylight broke (Monday, 16 Peb 42}* however, and tbe MUMTOXby early da«ra.

lighthouse and eoast showed up. aaw two destroyers proceeding at high speed on a

diatanoe away, between us and tbe shore.

As they took no notice of us, end we could not discern any eaaiga. we could not decide

their nationality, vbieb odplit well Have been Dutob or AMricaa.

like Britieb sblps, but we bad no warning of any e:

wters.

revarsa oouraa to our oea. altbougb »

Tbsy did not look

surface sbij» being in these

Fine on tbe starboard bow, we saw what looked like niinesweepers, in line

ahead, steering towards the awuth of the PALiAfiAHG Riverj but again aatioaaiity could

Might ahead of us eppeersd a large destroyer, or

cruiser, stopped, and bows-on. Basking her ensign,

her nationality.

not be eeoertained. .1 light

aaklag it difficult to tell

As she swung gradunlly off the bowa-on positicm, she

of her propellers, to straighten herself again into the bows-on position,

obviously waiting for us.

At this, and in view ̂  the feet that the 'raMTOI* sad her consort *Ria.AO*

aatsm of her, were both purely uaeraed, civilian vessels, carrying civilian 'volunteer'

tve a kick

She

crews, and and only having Ssrvics personnel on beard by virtue of rescuing

then froH MbLAMG TIGSB Island (and. in ths cess of 'RiXAU*, having picked op ehip-

wreoked persons froa the water during the night)  X suggested to Captain BApn that

the 'RAjffTAD* should atop eagimee, and hoist ths laternetioaal Code signal *1 ?;isil TO

/SP^ YOU'.......
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•I WISH TO/

TOO* to nako tb* atraagop dis^loae bis idoBtity.

had hardly raaehad tha

fki& aaa doaai and our aigial

ithaad, «hea tha atraaga ahip ahead hoiatad latapaational ‘K*

•STOP IMKhDUTELY'.

Wa had already stopped eoglaas, and tha straaga ship aow Bated toaarda ua.

Aa she oame alohgsida, boa and stem,

packed - ith Japaaaa^ ?’avy saaean.

fa ware hallad froa tha bridge aa to our nationality, name, last port, and

saw that she flea tha Japanasa Aar .jjgign.wa

«!»/>

deatinatioa, etc and peremptorily ordered to proceed to anchor in MOMTOK BAY, under

the funa of the Jap destroyer and Jap-mnned ahor# totteries.

• t

In the Bay «8 found

six or saran largo Japaaesa troop trans^rta, flying the Japanese inaign, t<^ethar

with a motley crowd of other craft, iaeluiii® many British ships, Tessala and boats.

whieh oontinued to be seat in during the day,

Japanese airoraft ware low-flying over MOWOK town, and military landing

craft ware busy passing between tha Japanese transports and MUiirOR beach, transfer

ring troops, horses, etc, and other military atcn^es.

It was obserrod that these motor military landing craft were moat efficient

and (lulte fast.

•^ti-slror«ft guns, manned by Japanese, were seen along the front at MOMrOR

and these opened fire whan three British boa^rs appeared and bombed the transports,

apparently without obtaining a direst hit, howeYer.

further, there ware quit# a number of Japanese bl-pleas single-float seaplanea

These mere similar to those which had attaciiedpulled up on the beach at KUKTOR.

Lauxtoi. NO. 105 and ire busy working frca the mi'OR beaches as «s 'arrived, and con

tinued to do so.

‘*hs Japanese oo-operatioaal tecialqt® between air and sm^ace craft appeared

to be controlled by a four-funnel oruiaer believed to be the 'SERDAA* acting as Flak

ship and operating a destroyer search end attack for nearer Allied craft, and airoraft

for ssaroh and ettsok of tsore distant Alliad surface craft.

Later in ths forenoon of this day, Monday I6 Fab 42, we observed a fresh

lot of largs transports • 14 in numbar - headed by a screen of three destroyers, with

two flanking destroyers, coming from behind BANKA 13IAND straight towards the entrance

of the PALKICiUK! River, which they entered.

Appermntly, this was the Jupanase invasion force which occupied PALi-JCANG

after the preliminary attack by parachute troops on the aerodrome and oil Refinery

/on •iunday,,. ,
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.OU Hefla«py/

OL 13 m k2*

A lapaBM* jteval guurd bad bCMardad tiw ACT* ead ordar^d all baads per-

ei^torlly oa to tb« poop, tbe Offloar of tJw Guard goiag oa to tbs brides dsek to later-

‘lbs latter sxplaiasd that be bad lajraelf aad otberview Oaptala BATOELST.

psraonael oa board, i«a* reaousd BRITISH Ssrrles persouasl, aad bis ama TOluatssr

Tbs Japaosse Haral(oiviliaa) orew aad oae

Officer of tbs Guard oauaed a se%rob to be suds of tbs salp aad psraoaaei, uad after

wife of oaa of tbe 'crew'.

eaylaB that we would be eolleoted by a Japaasae Xraty Luuaob, he departed*

This Axeqr Lauaob oolleoted ua at about 1800 hours that day, iHsiday l6 fab 42,

had bean preparia£,

Oaly tha adnisHOB ^ baegafet ianedietely available.

before we had bad tlaa to eat tbe supper

par-

Bitted to be takea.

ItaaatlBs, tba 'R£j.Aa* had aleo beaa captured sad seat ia to KOMTOE BlEX.

vs. of the'HEin'hO' were diasabarked from the Japaaeee Launch at MOHXOK

ktually scat to taa^orary iataxnaant acciPiar. BAIOU ISLAIC, from we were evi

datioB the followiag day.

Kb) CAMBS 111 M-axch

-  26 feb 42
-  17 jul 42
-  16 Aug 42
-  7 Sep 42
-  2 Apr 43
-  3 Jua 43
-  7 Jun 43
-  6 Oct 44
- 20 May 45
»  10 Sep 45

l6hajk*. isq,iMnlilBROE

FALSaeANC

CHAlIQl

HAITO

lEREMKO

ThMASATA

KKRivHKD

SKIBO KARA

CHSNC TAX TOi

lADCDSN (HOrai}

27 Tab
21 Xul

siBunu

sjacAPORt

rOUfMOBA

FORMOSA

FORMOSA

FORMOSA

FORMOSA

MAMCmiiU

XAMCHBRIA

8 Sep 42
2 Apr

5
8 jua 43
14 Oct 44
21 May

ATT 1 Cl-ereoaal)2(a)

Nil

ATT:JgT J ;;SCAfSS COtMug)

1 have knowledge of oaly two ettoxopted saoepss*

A Navel Cosaaeadar, Baaed, I think, AJUAAM.SR, eseeyed froa

captivity at the bsgiiiniag (i.s* ia feb 42) ia hANkA before

the Japanese realieed that thay bad got bia, but  1 have never aeard

Xbe details are ae follo

(■)

2(b)

wst-

of bia since.

Lt. Col. tALLY. Assistaat Cbisf of police, SlMCAPOn*., escaped

place at a eoaaiderably later date.

Here again, tbe

(»)

in a aiailar way frm tbe si

but was raeapturad in JaIA s<

Japaaeee ia aloka ISLAHD probably never even realised that tbsy held

/Col. dally

wsaks later*
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they held/

Col, DALLY, aad were probably obliYious of hia escape,

recapture in JMA, his second Japanese captors probably had ao idea

that he had ever been a prisoner of War before.

Col. DiiLLY informsd ms that he intended, as an ex-Ssnior police Official,

fait with conditions in the Far East, to make known to the Authorities at hoaethe,

in his opinion, virtual impossibility of anyone, other than of similar attributes

to himself, having the slightest oiiance of getting away at all, except piossibly from

CHANGI CAMP, SIMGAPOBE, during a certain period early O- »

etc. vere all against itj whilst the natives, especially those xmder the domination

of the Japanese, were either too frightened of repercussions should they harbour

escaper, or else were desirous of collecting the 'Head Money', which the Japanese

apparently gave to those who betrayed escapers.

■i^FCAPE COMMITTjI^

Organisation of Intelligence

I personally had little to do with this matter except in the first year of

my captivity, namely in ST15A.TR4.

Dp-n his

a

Stature, language, colour

an

3.

u

,

In PALEMBAMJ I operated two activities of th.s nature, namely!—

^‘he sending of secret information home to the Air Ministry.

This was done in the following mannerj-

$/Ldr, BOVr'ELL, a p/w in mO SCHOOL CAMP reported to me that

he had been instructed in a method of incorporating iniormation

in normal private letters sent home by him.

been ordered to make known this fact to the Senior Rgt.F.

officer present should he ever have the misfortune to be

During this period Mar/jul 42 I was able to send

through s/Ldr, HOSSLL about three separate lots of information,

such asi-

(a)

Also that he had

captured,

(i) The approximate numbers of British p's/w(
( of all Services, and British civilian internees(It is

unknown if the ( captive in SOMATRA.(Japanese »ver
forwarded these
letters.

c (ii) The estimated strength (or, one might say.( .
( •weakness' of the Japanese forces apparently at(
( that time holding the PiVLaSBAKG area.(
(
( (iii) Hequirements in medical stores, drugs and

extra food for prisoners and internees in PALSl
(
( 'aAjNG.

/(iv)
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(iT) The captured women and children*

(b) I also arranged!-

(i) Collation of data* in as much detail as possiblej

as to rjersonnel, p's/w or civilian internees and the»

circumstancec of r-ueir capture*

(ii) The interrogation lof P's/',V coming into hniLO SCBDOL

CAMP, in an endeavour to elicit any vital infomation

which they might have.

(o) In addition, I wrote a letter to Cen. WAV2LL, which I passed

through the Japanese, asking them to drop it by air in JAVA, before

Java capitxilated.

In this letter, I representated strongly the dire straits we

were in for luck of medical stores, adequate clothing,

ferred to the women and children the the women's camp for whom I asised

that they mijjht be exchanged in a 'Mercy Ship' for Japanese internees

from, say, AIBTRALIA, such 'Mercy Ship* being guaranteed safe passage

by all belligerents.

etc* and re-

I gave as good an indication as I could of the numbers involved.

but I never heard whether the Japanese did actual y:- try to have that

letter delivered, either by the method suggested, or in any other way.

Further, a very considerable quantity of records, narr^itives,(fi)

nominal rolls, gaaves' registrations, and so on, were accumulated

secretly in ny Camp Information Bureau, and I inade arrangements that

one copy of everything should be buried at a spot in PALEMBAKJ now

made known by ms to the late Dutch Governor General of the H.E.I• »

the late Dutch Governor of SUMATRA and a Dutch officer, fellow p/w

with me, named Lt. HOSiiMWAIiDii» (This officer had been a Dutch

officer in subordinate oonsruand of Dutch shore batteries on the

PALiiMBAHG River) .

(I can give the exact location of this each® upon request.)

For the rest, as regards Intelligence, I found a coaplets system working

in CHANGI OAMP, SIKGAPORis, to the secret 'bureau of information' of which I gave

several lists of names of p*s/w and civilian internees in SUMATPA qualifying them

in categories as far as was known at the time, upon my removal to SIKGAPOPE from

PALSMBANG in Jul 42.

/l also
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in Jxa 42./

^  I also SHde a verbal report to Lt, Gen.- EHSCI'vM, ttors on Prisoner of far

conditions in SUMAl'Rd^j and particularly stressed the need for trying, to Improve

the conditions for the women and children interned there, as well as the (question

of the British MOM seamen of the Boyal Mavy iE®risoned there,

reported to Capt, MOLOCK, B.M., senior Naval Officer P/w in CHMiGl CJJff, SINCAPORS,

when I reached SINGAPORE on my way to FORIESA, early in Aug 42).

Lastly, we compiled as best wo could a list of the ships, vessels, launches

and boats which were captured, or sunk in the BMKA STRAITS during the »Blaok period'

about 12/19 Fab 42. (See Appendix »J'.)

Against these ships* names we have endeavoured to <iuote names of Captains,

Ship's Officers, passengers and personnel rescued by avff such ships, a copy of same

being attached hereto.

As to Intelligence in FORiSBA and kAlCHORlA, it was already in hand by p«s/f

before I arrived, and was collated and organised to a considerable extent by Air

Vico Marshal P.C* MALTBY from the date of his arrival in these respective countries.

I had no particular part in this, other than to assist him where possible..

Radio

I know of no radio p/w facilities other than the followings-

(These men also

In BAMA ISLid®, nothing as far as I know.

In SIMATRA, radio was only available for one glorious week,

when the Japanese haiaied a captured radio set to us to repair,

repairs were completed on the day of receipt, but we mnaged to

pretend that they were not, and actually used the wireless, hidden

inside the back of a storeroom, for about one week, when the Japanese

I gathered that the

Thes

demanded it back, repaired or not repaired*

(a)

e

Japanese hud little luck with it henseforward.

In CBAHGI CAMP, radio news reached prisoners from  a p/w source
(c)

or sources unitaown to ne, and as to which it was  a point of honour

\
not to enijuire.

At no time did 1 hear of any radio used in F0RM£SA»

1 must report that when Sir Mark YOXfflG, Governor of ffiNG

KONG, reached KESSNID, he brought with him a radio set, which

to then he had, I understand, been allowed by the Japanese

(NO'i’S:

up

(d)

to retain, but it was taken away from him immediately upon

arrival at KSRSNKO.)
/(•)
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•at Kmmsa.)/

radio set operated hy an Afflerican p/w ia

MDKD3H CAMP, M&WinElA., but tkis sat was not always able to receive,

NevsrtbelesB, it did keep us ini’oraed

There was a minor

nor had it great range,

(e)'

generally as

American 'rescue squad'

we had proper radio'news service, aa freed nen, provided by

to the trend of the war, until we were released by the

and the Russian Bed Arngr, after which, of

coiu-se,

the ijnericans.

radio activities I personally know of, although

from the Chinese factory workers

certain iimsrioan and British p/W O.R's from

The foregoing are the only

as regards MUKDEN, we also got considerable news

employed in the same factories as ware

%e Chinese told pur men, and our men told us, when they got in at night.our Camp*

Ne-ws papers

We never had any newspapers

in KERiiNKD CAMP and SHIRO KAWA CAilP, w® had soeb copies - ,

(ex TOKYO TIMfiS) which gave us news of the war,

in bank;, island or SIMATM, but in POfliOSA,

in Snfilish - of the
both

although, of course,
‘NIPPON TIMES

as seen through Japanese eyes.

I am not sure whether they had any newspapers or
not in CHANGI CAMP, SINC5AP0RE.

when 1 was in MAHCHOBIA.
I have no recollection of receiving any newspapers

finally stopped back in early SHIRO KA'tt dgys,In fact, receipt of newspapers

approximately about my 44. since when w® ha d no more.

was

i.e*

sabotage (Personal and Others)

I had no opportunity of effecting sabotage

in SUMATRA, when I was British prisoner in charge

direct British Army personnel to carry out sabotage.

4*

per

to

sonally, but, on on© occasion

of PALSMBING camp in 42, I was able

Th© circumstances were as

followsi-

26 feb 42, theI had been moved to PlLiilBANG, SWATRA, on

wanted military artificers, etc,

On© day, after

to try and repair
visited me to say theyJapanese

captured British a/a guns, and to teach them the drill,
all such occasions, I pointed out that this wasAs usual, as on

not permis-

Convention and Rules of far generally}

take certain a/A gunners (O.R.'s) out of Camp for a

■but they ova

to

r-ruled me and
sabl© under the

Sufficient number
went past me,

of days to effect the task.
they left and obtained theirto catch these men beforeI was, however, able

promise that,” (a)
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,promise that;-/

(a) They would not instruct the Japanese how to fire the tUJia

unless forced to do so at the 'point of the bayonet', and then

Incorrectly. and

in any case that they would do all that they could to damage

the guns if opportunity offered, so as to make them dangerous after

one or two practice rounds had been fired, whether after repairs

(b)

by our own j^n, under duress, or repairs by the Japanese themselves.

They promised me that, in any event, they would do their utmost so to re

assemble the guns that they could not continue to fire mors than one or two shots

■  ' without coming to a standstill, or breaking up the breach-mechanism or recoil arrange-

^his was to be effected by leaving out certain vital studs or pins,meats, etc•

and by omitting to fill essential lubrication components, and so forth.

In addition, I made a strong personal protest to the Japanese, and, in order

to frighten them, I asked them partieuliarly to remember that I had warned them that

these men were not the artificers they thought them to be, and if they forced them

to repair these guns, I personally should be very sorry to be anywhere nearby when

'^<hen the Japanese orderedthey were firedj 'so don't blame mo if you get blown up',

these men to parade for duty, I was present, and insisted that, vjhile they might appear

to be -nglish jimners, they ware in fact merely msmbers of an a/a Battery employed

actually as tractor drivers, battery cooks, signal-men and the like,

everything we could do to hide the fact

I said that

there were no guns' crew, nor artificers,

that there were any skilled artificers amongst the men was done by all concerned.

With regard to these men, I understood that they had manned their guns to

the last during the invasion of PALi3©iiJG and were only taken prisoner when the last

round, both of gun and rifle ammunition, had been fired,

other actual cases of sabotage myself, but realise that ex

tremely few opportunities ever presented themselves for useful sabotage, in SUMATRA,

I know of no

anyhow.

OOTSTASSIHG ACTIONS (Others)

See Appendix 'E'

GAMP CCNOmOHS & TREATMg-g'..

As I have reported at all my

Japanese throughout my captivity (the whole ti

of the three British Services plus, most of the time,also the Governors of SIKG&PORE,

/K;NG ffiJNG

5.

- n (Service and civilian personnel)
6.

interrogations since release, treatment by the

with the senior Officer of p's/Wms
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.of SINGAPORE,/

NG, etc.), consisted of applying a policy of liujniliatioii of senior officers,

general rudeness and letharfiy in regard to any but the lost urgent ret^uests, bsatings-

up of senior officers in some camps I was in, insufficient and unsuitable food in

H0»

most cases, with reduction to semi-starvation diet on many occasions, enforced ’voluntary

work', in that we were reduced to the lowest possible rations if we refused to voliinteer,

and when we did volunteer, we were subject to tha strictest guarding by Jaxjanese armed

sentries, with a good deal of 'hustling, and 'impudent' interference during our work«

The latter consisted of so-called 'farm work', which involved quite heavy labour, with

while the resultant produce of the agricultural farmheavy iron hoes, spades, etc.,

was taken principally by the Japanese themselves.

To put it simply in narrative form, ny treatment when first captured at

BNTOK, ISLAND, was extremely harsh, and with totally inadequate food, and most

insanitary and foul accommodation for the ®ost part.

After capture at sea, off MUNTOK, BAHIA ISLAND, on l6 Feb 42, large numbers

of Service and civilian internees, of both sexes, were held with me from about l800

/

hours on the night of l6 Feb 42 until about 1000 hours on the nwrning dT 17 Feb 42,

accommodation, or food, of any sort, except a littleon MUNTOK Piag, without cover, or

milk which certain Japanese sentries brought for the babies, so I understand.

There ware many wounded, some fatally (mostly native Service personnel)

certain of these died during the night, despite the best attention that I personally

in which certain ladies helped

and

could give them with water frcna water-bottles, etc.,

me valiantly.

Sanitary conditions on that pier were foul, and the captives, including the

women and children, had to use the stair-ways leading from the pier to the water,

watched all the time by a mob of impudent, amused Jap troops.for sanitary purposes,

We were forced to work on the extension of the landing strip at MUHTOK, also

etc.at the quays in MUKTOK BAY, ateunloading lighters of rice, etc..

Not all of the P's/W and civilian iatornses in IfOKTOK were sent out to work,

• I

,  although, as a result of ny continued protests and representations to the Japanese,

the senior officer, of the captives there

■and

I became looked upon as 'spokesman', as well as

I made a point of personally accompanying all irorking parties.

We were tonled out before daylight, without being, able to see to wash or look
taken out to work, and kept out untildecently after ourselves in any way at all,

/long,
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.....out until/

after dark.

On one occasion my woridng i>arty did not turn in until after 0200 hours, aftai
a most erusllin£ day in the heat, and when we did turn in, it was only to lie down

in our clothes as we were, on coolie sleeping-'shelves' in dark rooms,
floor of the 'Main iiall'.

At iiiUKTOK, during the ten days I was there, a large number of sick and wounded

were housed in a disused cinema, on the water-front, with practically no sanitary

accommodation at all, except the saa-shore.

or on the

We gradually got these sick and wounded men into our main accommodation

at the Coolie Assembly Station, where British and Dutch Service Doctors did their

utmost, with virtually no medical equiijment or drugs. ‘^'hey were assisted by a noble

volunteer party of ladies, who worked hard to assist the British Service nurses

(iiustralians), who v/ere available, irrespective of social rank or status.

At MUNTOK, the civilian women and childx'sn internees were accommodated with

us in the native coolie Labour A-sembly Station, males being with the Service personnel

on one side of the building, and the females on the other,

of only two meals a day, one at about 1100 hours and one at a bout 1700 hours,

Food at first consisted

of rice and a cup of weak tea, with now and again  a 'little extia'' , obtained from

I don't know where, Later, meals were increased to three a day, but all equally

scanty.

Treatment at the Assembly Station was not too bad, although the ladies sent

me a protest that ths Japanese sentries insisted on watching them while they took

their shower-baths, at which I immediately paraded and protested to the Japanese guard

who, I must admit,'promptly had it stopped.

In addition to those accomiiofiated in the Assembly Station^ some three hundred

Service K.C.O's and men, captives, were incarcerated in the Hative Civil GmI at

MUMl’OK together with about three hundred Chinese coolies, understood to be forced

labour from BDHG KOUG, who occupied one side of the prison, cramped beyond description.

and with only sanitation acoomniodation for about  a doaen men.

These coolies were in a terrible state of semi-starvation and illness, with

which nmde me fear an epidemic of some sort, such as dysentry,running sores, etc • ®

which might have spread to our British Service captives quartered in the jprison.

These latter slept on bags of popper in a store-house of the prison, through

the roof of which the water poured, in the tropical rains.

/working
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tropical raias./

Working parties were drawn from this prison, as well as from the Assembly

Station, aM I al./ays accompanied them both, and managed to actually inspect the

Prison conditions myself, against the orders of the Japanese* These conditions

were beyond description*

The only water supply was one tap in the Central Compound, used by aTery-

body for eTery purpose. cooking facilities v;ere virtually nil. The Chinese coolies

were so far gone that they would not keep themselves decently clean, and did the

necessary in the open, refusing to clean up after themselves*

In a desperate endeavour to save epedemlc, British Service p's/w not only

cleaned up after themselves, but had to do so after the coolies, also.

In the whole of this report it must be romcmbored that some British and

Dutch native personnel and ̂ hinase British, were included. Also a certain number

of Butch Europeans.

I had a somewhat difficult time with truculent and unsympathetic Jcp offi

cers, especially when 1 formally demanded better housing acoorntBOdation and the re

moval of all prisoners from that filthy gaol.

At one time, one of the few 'friendly-disposed* Japanese sentries whom

I ever met, and who could speak a little iingllsh, oair» to ir* in a great state, saying,

as I understood, that ha 'feared for my life as tb.® Japanese officers were getting

so fed-up with mj' persistent protests and demands*.

In the Assembly Station, the civilian int^^rnees, functioned under ST.

GR2XSS0NI, late of SINGAPORE Barbour Board, but now, I am given to understand, dead,

Mr, GHEGSONI handled these civilians in co-operation with mi self, as Senior British

Service officer pA at MONTOK*

SmiATRA

I was suddenly Informed late one night (26 Feb 42) that, together with cert

ain Senior Naval and military officers, P*s/S, I was to be transferred to

SIMATHA, there to prepare reception facilities for all the prisoners from truKTOE,

I was hauled out at 0300 hours and housed in the guard-room (without any

'unpleasantness') and we moved off to the Port of MJKTOK later in the morning, em

barking in a Japanese ship before dawn*

After dawn, we sailed across the B:UUKA STRAITS to PALEMBAKG, arriving late

that evening.

first night crowded into some buildings of a Dutch Fort at

of all services, of

We spent our

PALEivBj'dJO which appeared to have been occupied by troops

/both
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,of i

.  sides, aM were in a very filthy condition.

Later wo were driven in a lorry to illlLO SCIK)OL, PALSfcSIiidJGj 7jhich .va founc.

in a filthy state, and already occupied by a hundred or so British aoldisra, and

b

others, captured in the fighting.

The Japanese continued to deal through me, as Senior p/^T, and I imiiiediately

in which we were to have somewhere about three-organised a olean-up of this school

hundred-and-fifty prisoners in due cciirae.

I have a plan of this school, which can bs produced if neoesaary.

thirty to fifty prisoners were squeezed into each room, iBost of them ijiing on the

'ihis was very iiard on the elderly Chief Petty Officers, RJ'i., etc.,

and others, for all of whom I eventually managed to make sleeping-racks of bamboo

for frem four to eight men apiece, thus getting all hands off the floor.

In the beginning, there were a certain niunber of wooden double-bunks, on#

above the other, and although officers were given these, the remainder were not per-

Edttad to be used by white P's/w, but ware given to native British and Butch p's/w.

bare floor.

This, as a general insult to the whites.

At first, Japanese guards were adamant as to locking all doors at night, and

closing all windows, making conditions within intolerable for the over-crowded cap-

finally I persuaded them to let the windows be opened, also one door

to iillow the rooms to be ventilated, and

tives there,

for each set of oamBiunicuting class-rooms,

the men to go out for hygenic purposes, especially at night.

This consent I obtained by agreeing to be personally responsible for com

pliance with orders at peril of myself receiving punishment for any breach of dis

cipline.

the wonderful loyalty of all my fellow P's/s and internees, cause

to be thus 'punished', although I was ticked off more than once.
^hrc;.;,,h

never arose for ms

iioal arrangements at KULO School were virtually nil, in that no drugs

the slightest inclination to provide

tuemselTes, which I think was a lie.

both toUHTOK and PALiilEAMG the Japanese had

snort both of food degree very

Mbc.

■ medioiaee existed, nor did the Japanese show

They said they had not got any,

(It is only right to say that at

only just arrived and were

and of medical stores for a while).

I discovered that in PAIAlBAKG there were

or

any.

thexcselves to a certain

to be four other Camps, as

follows J- /PALEMB.JiG 1.
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.as follows:-/

pijjsmijnc 1.

This Camp was on the Main aerodrome, whore eventually some five to six himd-

red British and Dutch P's/W were forced to work on the extension of the runway all

through the heat of a tropical suamerj some without shoes or hoots• and altogether

a desperate affair.

Dol. HILL was senior p/w at PiL-aBAWG 1. and had  a very had time,

one occasion the Japanese informed ms that they intended to shoot him the next morning

for * insulting the Japanese Army'. and only after strenuous retjuests on my part did

they allow me to see him.

On

At first they said I could do so, in their company,

at the Japanese Gestapo Headquarters in PALSIBMG, hut later they refused this, hut

There, hy question and answer

before the Japanese, I was able to convince them that Col. HlTi. had at no stage in

tended to 'insult the Japanese iiTw', and his life was thus spared, although I

brought Col. HILL himself to me at MULO OT300L.

believe he was pvmished in soieb minor way or other later.

Wo doubt Col. hill will be reporting on conditions in PALaSAWG 1», but,

from the sick prisoners sent to MHLO SCHOOL Camp for 're-cuperation', I imow that

working conditions were pretty harsh, the test for fitness for work being whether

one could stand or not, while punishments were severe and harsh in the extreme,

The two following are suitable examples:-even for petty offences.

There were two British sailors who had got out of MOLO SCHOOL(a)

Can® to appropriate some house furiiture from a dump nearby (upon

which the Japanese had thrown any unwanted articles from the private

houses which they occupied) and who were caught in the act. I

was inanediately had up to the office of the Japanese guard command

er (an officer), and given a pretty unpleasant tin^, while I mis

informed that these n»n had been caught trying to escape, and

1 A

that, as 'I w.is responsible for their good behaviomr', both they

After some hours I convincedaM I must be severely punished.

the Japanese that these men were in fact only trying to procure

some furniture for their bare rooms, and so they were let off,

This I did, by giving them aprovided I punished them nyself.

good 'tick-off* upon their tactlessness, pointing out that this

might have had serious repercussions on both themselves, and their

Here I shoidd mention, as stated in previousfellow p's/vi.

/Allied
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IB prsTious/

.Allied interrogations, that I honestly do not consider that there

was any possible chance of escaping, with any prospect of success,

at any time through my eiperiencas in captivity, except possibly

from caiMGI Camp, SINGiLpORE, and KUroOK itself in the very first

days of captivity, when the Japanese really did not know whom they

-iven then, for anyone in a conspicuous position, as I

One would have been

bad got.

myself, escape was out of the question.was

missed within a few minutes.

^he following example was told to me by a man from PALEBffiAMG 1,(b)

an eyewitness.

whose so-called offence was that he went toA Haval C.P.O•,

wash himself on return from work when this was not permitted, was

punished by being forced to turn out every morning to face a Japanese

officer, or Warrant Officer, who sat in a chair in full view of

everybody, while the C,P«0, was forced to crawl on hands and knees

■^'his is as reported,up to him and bow his head to the groimd.

to me in 42, and I have no reason to doubt its veracity.

PjU1.0 SCKOCL

I was kept rigidly within Camp bounds at M'OLO SCHOOL, the Japanese refusing

me permission to visit other camps, sayipg that I was 'dangerous in that I was sure

to organise the prisoners'.

I did get out on one or tw'O occasions,

over dead persons, including one lady,

on my efforts to keep records on all ^aves is given in paragraph 3.)

Frcan MULO SCHOOL a certain number of prisoners were taken to work at the

Twice to hold burial services

(iiy report^'here was no Padre available.

docks on most days, but the treatment was not really bad, and they received a little

With some of this pay, voluntarily subscribed by the men
•pay' for their labour.

the Japanese finally allowed me to run a very small Canteen, selling

such stuff as native siigar, tangerines, nuts, coconuts and such like, which I was

At the mens' request

themselves,

allowed to buy from a native contractor through the Japs,

such trifles were not only for purchase by individizals, but also available in bulk

for the benefit of jyi prisoners in MGLO Camp by giving a little
•if desired' for use

flavour to their meals of rice and thin vegetable soup.

wnMCTK' Aim nHTt.nR,.AB' ciug -

in PALiWiiKG from MOKTOK about a
/after,.

The women and children arrived
month
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about a month/

afi I did, andiwas suddenly told to acconmiodate them for one night in my already

over-crowded MOLD SCHOOL Camp. I was also to feed them although the extra food

might have to come out of our own rations until the Japanese Eiade it up.

By siiueeziag my fellow-prisoners into two thirds of the school, in which

action they 'willingly helped me to the best of tneir ability, I freed certain rooms

and lavatories, etc for these women and children, segregating, tnem entirely from the• >

males.

They arrived late one night absolutely tired out, and next morning were

forced to march along; the road to their new Camp, although I did manage to extract

one lorry out of the Itpanese to take he^vy baggage, tiie very sick and the old.

(On^ -Aoman was over seventy, but refused to use the Japanese lorry, anyhow, as a

point of principle.) The night they spent with me we got them a decent supper

(they said that they had had nothing to eat since soon after dawn that day), made

our two shower baths and certain lavatories available to them, gave tiiem some

eating-utensils, plates from our small private belongings, and made them as comfort

able as possible for sleeping, although they had to lie on the- bare floor, not a

square inch of which was (uaoocupied that night.

It was then that the Australian senior Sister brought another Australian

sister to me, as tha only s'orvivor of a massacre near MUKT'OK of some twenty-two

Australian nurses, when they landed from boats after thair ships had been sunk by

the Japanese.

It was a very painful interview, as to which I have reported separately, both

I understand the sister in question hasto the Australian authorities, and our own.

now given her own personal report in AUS’I’RALIA.

After the women and children had left MULO CAMP I was not permitted to visit

them, to ascertain their welfare, or to have anytiiing to do with them.

However, the Senior Japanese Officer of the Guard, Lt. S2KI (?), was more

amenable than moat, and upon one occasion allowed ms to send to the womens

sack of Dutch female clothing salvaged from dumps, plus some shoes and children's

coats, all of which we had saved up for them.

We also subscribed contributions of eggs, etc

prisoners in MJLO SCHOOL, which amounted to quite  a reasonable quantity.

In obtaining permission to send them I explained to the Japanese that I

was very worried about the women, particularly as  I understood that they had no

/tanteen, very little . ,

I
camp a

individual gifts from«I
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.  . . they had no/

Cl ■•eni very little fire-wood, and what fire-wood was ei''fea to them was of the

iron-v/ood variety, difficult enough for a nsan to chop up, let alone a wojiiun.

After the despatch of gifts to the wcmcns' camp, the Japanese forbade me

to send anything more to them as they said that they had already started a CanteenI

for them. Later I discovered tiiat this Canteen was only a visiting van once a week,

from which women with i.:oney might purchase articles, while v/omen without mohey were

granted a certain number of items free.

At no time was my repeated reguest to suxjply 0«n. working-parties to chop

firewood for them, etc entertained•• t

As to accomodation, I believe that this consisted of a horseshoe-shaped

collection of enall bungalows, centered round a small ornaamntal pond, each

bungalow being intended normally to house a small family of three or four,

each, an average of fifteen women and children were now squeezed.

When I finally left PALflBAWG, Lt. SEKI actually invited me to "supper** the

night before my departure, and, taking his tunic off, told me to do the same, and

Inside

said:-

"We are now not guard and prisoner, but just two men, and I want to tell

you that I am soi-ry that you have got to go, but tliat I will look after your people

after your departui's, as far as I have been able to do during your presence."

In tnis connection, however, I must state that I was later on greatly

worried when I learned from a prisoner source that the Japanese had had certain

women internees to their office, saying that they were starting a Japanese Officers

Club, and wished a number of the European woman to volunteer as "hostesses* there. I

am glad to say that all the women are understood to have stood out firmly against

this, and as far as I know, the lOitter was eventually dropped by the Japanese. I

am not sure whether Lt. S2KI was party to this suggestion, or whether it was the

Ji 'panese Gestapo officers who were responsible.

On my departure from PALElfflANG, the Japanese Colonel comijanding all camps

said good-bye to our little party on the quay, seyihg to me, "God help you",

apparently poor iin^lish for "Good Luck*. At the time, we tnought it very apt.

Actxially, I understand that conditions in the Camps in EUJaAS.'RA did not

improve after I left, ^tiiularly in MULO CAkP, and that there was a considerable

number of deaths.

/cVilhA SCiiOOL . .
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.  . number of deatlia/

CHIMi). SOHOOL.

CHIMA. SCIDOL was a School in PiiLaiBAWG feown itself, in which the Japanese

eventually collected the majority of Dutch service prisoners, including those

originally in luJLO SCIiOOL.

The Camp came under a Dutch Gen, de FRiJitOT, who worked in close collaboration

with me in policy, and served several years of imprisonment with me hefora our

Doubtless the General will have forwarded his own reports through therelease.

coiTsct channels.

CIVIL GAOL.

In this gaol were concentrated those civilian intarnees captured and

brought from MGNTOK, 3AWK&. ISLAI®, together with several others, unknown to me, as

time went on.

The Japanese seemed toIn the beginning, their plight was deplorable.

,,t first they hadtreat civilian internees worse than Service Prisoners of War,

nothing to cook in but empty oil drums^ which they iiad to clean out themselves. I

have no doubt that representative civilians from that gaol will have rendered their

own reports, tlirough the ciiannels open to them.

DJliil^I (STOiATRA. Borth of PAL:a>iBl.MG'i .

This was a place further North in SIlaATRA from PALjaffliANG, and was far away

from any influence I might have been able to exert.

From an airman prisoner, however, who eventually came to 1^0 C/it5P fiom

It seems that there wereDJAMBI, I learned that conditions there were very bad.

mostly civilian prisoners at DJPJSI, who were, including women, even of middle-age,

forced to work in the fields, (paddy fields and otherwise), bent double over their

task, in the heat of a tropical sun, and this without pay or recompense of any sort.

There was said to be a Scottish civilian nurse, an intsrase, workingapparently.

in the improvised prisoners' Sick Bay there, together with three Eurasian nurses, as

to whose "moral* safety I ielt ve-y perturbod.

I understand that a Japanese Wari'ant Officer was the senior snemji rank

there, and that ue was extremely iisrsh, and sarcastic, not to say brutal,

rephted to have knocked the Scottish nurse down, and kicked her, saying that “he

She was apparently

He was

would break her spirit tor har*, which apparently he never did.

of middle age, and very “solic".

/This Warrant Officer
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.  . . and very •solid*./

This Warrant Officer was also said to iiavs anq^uired about tbe airioan's

wounds, wiiioh, whan ordered to display them (legs), the v.'azTunt Officer kiched him

so hard on tne suine or knee-caps, that the airman collapsed on the floor. 1

regret that I cannot remember the name of this airman, t.^ose records being among

others which 1 had to destroy when minutely searched by the Japanese.

Gvd'jtJlAL*

Speaking generally, one might truthfully say that, whereas I was able to

assist outlying P^tLkM&hSO Camps here and tnei’a, yet my chief activities were to

administer tne prisoners in l.ULO CnMP, for tneir personal benefit, but under the Jap.

ny means of Gornir.unioation with outside Camps were through the improvised

p/W rionpital at CHARH’jVS Convent, PALSaSBANG,. where hundreds of our people must have

The Nuns were perfectly wonderful,been eared-for during the period of captivity.

in spite of the fact that the Japanese would not allow me to supply any working

parties to relieve them of cleaning, fire-wood chopping,, etc.

imprisoned in the gaol the Dutch Bishop himself, and the “Lay Brothers’*, leaving all

The Doctors in this Prisoners'

Indeed they

work in the ifiprovised fiospitai to the unaided Nuns.

Hospital were a Dutch civilian, a Buras-i-an civilian and a German lady Doctor, wife,

I understand, of a civilian Doctor of sliv’dAPOfla, the which lady worked nobly for

the cause of niuuanity, irrespective of her original nationality.

In a separate report I am pressing for recognition by the British

Govai'nmsnt, or by the Jiinistries of the three Services combined, of the wonderful

work carried out by these civilian Nuns, the names of whom I already hold in mj'

I am hoping that the appropriate authorities will call upon me for

further detailed iai'ormation regarding the work of CHA?.I5AS p/ft Hospital, PALBMBaNG,

and consult me an to the form of recognition I have in mind.

(I have already mentioned this unofficially to the Vice Chief of the

Naval Staff, Admiralty, (Vice A'imiral Sir Roderick McGrigor), who ia an old ship

mate of mine, when he had lunch vdth me recently).

TRhAiAiEWI' ,AFT v! L-’lA.YIiX M.E.l.

I reacned CaiiNGI Cmyi>, SINGkPORH, in late Jul, or early Aug 42, and I

possession.

theR.A.B'understand that Air Vice tetrshal P.C. MALTBY, C.B m  .CD.S.0 • I•,• • • •

Senior British Officer P/w from FORMOSA, onwards, has submitted a full and

together from the date of uis; arrival in KiiifiiNKO,detailed report.

FOilMOSA, I consider it redundant to enlarge upon treatmsnt'mutually experienced

/after his joining •

As we were
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mutually cxperisnoad/

aft£ is joining up with us.

Aotuallyi before the Air Vice Bfershel joined us we had experienced Tery bad

treatment, at HAITO CAlIP’ and during the early days in inSRiiNEO CAi^P.

In both the latter places, forced labour, harsh treatment, huudliation,

beating-a-up and general gross unpleasantness of the guards was practiced.

Exhibition ferch

When leETing the Port of TAKAU for EAITO CAKP, on first arrival in EORHCSA,

we were subjected to a 4 - 5 mile 'exhibition merch', oarrj^inf such kit as we had,

and helping along the sick, and those who could not tarry their gear, Dense crowds
J

lined the sides of the road for most of the way, although very few showed open

*e were marched in blazing sunshine from a port Station to the

_  utskirts of KATOW, when we could have been entrained at the Port,

hostility to us#

I'^umerous armed

guards closely guarded our flanks and rear. The same thing happened from the

raUway station to ZSRBNKO, upon arrival there.

Food

As to f od, although at HAITO the one saving grace was plentiful food, of

a sort, for the rest, we mostly went hungry, and freq^uently half-starved•

lost wieght consistently on many occasions. I myself went from about twe

Prisoners

lve stone

(my average weight whan oaptiired) to under eight stone at one tim?.

■liceomaiOdation

Generally congested and over-crowded in most camps,

Brigadier ranks and above were better off, being two to a room,

to certain more senior officers, P's/lS, at CHIH TAI XHM, MAICHCHIA.

rank of Brigadier, or equivalent, all prisoners were always overcrowded, in badly

ligiited, badly ventilated rooirs, and completely deficient of any privacy,

Levetories ware crowded, foul,,and often over-flowing, a source of perpetual

worry to our senior British P's/ff as to possible epidemic, dysentry, etc

contagion by flies.

In SIiIEO KAWA

The same applied

But below the

due to• I

The latter were very bad in the hot weather in certain camps.

In conclusion, one might truthfully say that the Japanese, did as little as

they could for P's/'.V both as to food, aooomniodation and treatnant; while they con

stantly held back oix mail (although we knew that there was soma for us), and witheid

newspapers, and/or anj" other news, in the latter one-third of our captivity.

It is of interest that, upon releast at MUKDEN, a qU£intity of unissued

letters, unissued American and British clothing, plimsoles, shoes, boots and such-lik#

/were
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and such-liks/

unearthed in the Japanese Can^) store-house, despite the fact that P's/W had

not had any of these things for sjonths •

LIBmTIOM

On Monday, 6 Aug 45» our Prisoner of War factory workart in MOKDEK CAMP

told us that the Chinese factory hands wero fall in a hMdld' , and th» barter of

goods between the men and the Chinese, which normally went on underground, gradually

faded to nothing.

7.

The Japanese Camp <^oinmandant appeared to be olosatted in hisoELce, with

' aimed sentries to keep people away, and it was rumoured that the Japanese were 'pack-

The following day, Tuesday, 7 Aug 45i only a very few Japanese aeroplanesing up'.

were seen about.

On Wednesday, 8 Aug 45, the monthly (?) observance of "Rescript Day* went

unobserved, nor were the Japanese flags displayed at the main entrance of the Camp,

as had always been done hitherto on similar occasions.

On Thursday, 9 Aug 45» a practice air raid warning was sounded by the

Japanese at 0430 hours, and air raid precautions were observed all that day.

had already been drilled in air raid precautions, and slit trenches had been dug by

us, for us, as well as for the Japanese).

On the night of this Thursday, all prisoners of war were turned out to take

shelter in the trenches, although there was no sign of the approach of Allied aircraft.

On Friday, 10 Aug 45, all p/w factory hands went to work as usual, and we

(We

heard a rumour that the Japanese had "received an ultimatum*, which was to expire

on the night 8/9 Aug 45. There were also rumours of fighting on the Northern

border of MANCHURIA, presumably between Russians and Japanese, although we did not

then know that RUSSIA had come into the war, until at 2000 hours on this Friday we

heard a strong rumour that "the Russians had declared war".

On the next day, Saturday 11 Aug 451 'tiie P/W factory workers went to work

as usual, but were hurriedly sent back to Camp vejy soon after, with the Japanese

appearing to be in somewhat of a panic.

Our p/w bakers were ordered by the Japanese to make a large extra number

of the small bread-rolls which, in MUKDEN Caii^p, took the place of rice, and we "sensed*

that a forced march for P's/w was in the offing, it being rumoured that we were being

sent into the Mountains of KDRFA, and, no trains being available for P's/W, it looked

(However, release came before thatlike the prcmiise of another "Bataan March".

/could materialize
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• • • •· ·li>Ertare · tllat

oo, -�el'Wiae .) 

�c1$.ement b"came iateaea, although w�r.ybody strove auoceasfull;y to 

reqiia ou:har417 •igaQru.t• aD4 o&J.m. 

ea &undayJ2 Ana ·4S, tlle J°ap&Dese Dut;,y Officer was ver:, late for the m0r.uiJlS 

mus-ter parade. A very muoh bigger breakfast had been given 11$ 1 but the .Beam Catho• 

11� Church party, who held their eerviQe before the other Denanir,ei+ions, � kept 

waiting for an. hour, vhen their Service was ttwashed og:t;• by the Japanese, who stated 

alse that the Protestant Serv.ice could not tclce place either. 

1'.roo busy,· go away\a said the 1apanese, and our tails went higher up still• 

A very few key men of the P/W factory-workers were sent out this day, 1n 

order t& Wlbolt, tor removal, certain heavy machinery• I was given to Ullderstand. 

Barter, in the Black Market, as it were, .bad completely ceased, there vas 

no'tlling 4oi.Q&o The 1ape.D4l,e made a special issue of two packets ot cigarettes per 

manl 

I oannot remember as for Monday, 13 .,\l.J& 45, but on TU.esd.ay, ll4, .&\Iii 45,

we heard. again that �xtra rolls of bread had been ordered tor baking. 

Oa Wednesday 1.5 Aug 45, at 0920 hours. the air raid alert was again vounded, 

and remained in operatian until 1100 hours� 

A tew Ps/W again went out to the factories, one of them being brought 

baok, having 'been injured in an accident. 

The Chinese were rpparted to be in an even bisger thuddle0 ,than latterly 

all4 rumours of 1Ps/W from outl.ying camps comiq.in•, were rifeo 

These actually did come in, by small lorry loads. 

Rumour also was ·;;lJo.t all Japanese Rationa:Ls in the vicinity, including Jap­

anese ArlBI wives and families, BDd so oa, were being collected within the precencts, 

or adjacent to, 01U" MmmER camp.

We next he� that Martial Law had been declared in M1llmEN City, aJld the 

Japoese called for a list of names of the P/W batmen to all P/W senior off·icers. 

Was the f'ore-ed-march ot "Pa/W into RD.REA. about to commence? 

R'1U>�s of a M.AmHtJ ravol t l Every P/w checking up his meagre gear, aild 

wehb1ng hia clothes. Extra- ·rati'l)DS issued to the cookhouse for tomorrow. 

lfax:t day, Thursday, 16 AUS 45, all Pe/W imprisoned in the J'apanese 1Guard 

Bouse• were released, without explaDation ( except OD.e·, who was released the following 

/ On this day • o • o
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following day)./

On this day, l6 Aug 43« what was thought to be an American plane

to drop parachutes, some apparently carrying men, and others bundles, near the Camp.

(These were actually the -American »Rescue Squad* before mentioned, who had flown

to us from Central

by all Ps/w, later on).

Great excitement, well concealed.

Later, the abowe American "Rescue Squad* were seen to enter the Caup, still

carrying their arms and accompanied by their parachutes, and being politely received

by the Japanese Camp Staff.

was seen

The greatest admiration was felt, and expressed to them

It was obvious that the end had come.

Ps/w could not sleep, and small parties remained up all night, chatting,

under suppressed excitement. The Japanese sentries, which had been doubled, were

now hardly in evidence at all, and those that were, took no notice of the *breaches

of discipline* being practiced by thd Ps/W, but tried to be friendly, and offer

cigarettes.
They were obviously rattled.

Two more packets of Japanese cigarettes issued per nan to-day.

Friday 17 -Aug 43 ” wild rumours flying about that the war ended at 0900 hours

to-day. That an Armistice had been signed, etc etc.• I

Later in the morning the three senior officers of us American, British and

Dutch, were sent for by the Japanese Camp Commandant, (I think his name was IL’-YSKI)'.

The Japanese Colonel in Command of i’rison Camps in BfflUCHORlA was there, and

informed our three senior officers that the war was over, an Armistice signed, but

All Pa/W werethat the Japanese remained in charge of the camp for the meantime.

paraded by nationalities, and informed accordingly.

Later, Major HEMIHG, O.C. American Parachute Party, confirmed *uncondition-

al surrender*, and s4id that the atomic bomb had "done the trick*.

The American parachutists gave us all the news, and, setting up the radio

set which they had brought with them, communicated with American General WIH1ERM3YSR' a

Headquarters in HSIANG, in Central CHINA, asking for supplies of those things of which

we were most in need.

These came promptly by American plane from Central CiUHA, OKINAWA and GUAM,

in generous quantities.

/W© were told that . .
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···�DG'OUS quantitie�/

W� we,:Q told · that the siolt were to be flown out quickly. All Ps/w 
. 

. ' 

..ep•t uo.lbb.er · m.pt _of exeLtemsnt . ,aad: • quiei . ceJ.ebr.ation• • Mail Tlf!S i4sued, acme 

qf wbioJt, was. Q.,OWll to. llave been. held 'by ·tl1a J'apBJ1es• tor months, if not year•• ·1 

IIJ1&elt �eo.etv.ei about eight letters, one ot which. was 4ate4 1'34a• This mail had 

been aei•d 812,d, issued �1 our OWll peopleo 

I o@II.G>t remsmbar exactl7 the seqwmce of what followed, 

Our hearts were too full. In any case, somewhere about 19 or 20 Aug, a 

Russian colonel, and i,taff, arrived, arres�a our Camp guard.a, 4isarmi11& them and 

haJJdj.ng th�u- arJDS to Amei-ican soldiers, who we:re set on guard over their e�-captors • 

The Bussiu Colonel -.ae a sl)eech to· us, telling us that he was pleased, in the name 

of the Busaiaa :Red ArmY, to declare tba t we were •:tree once mDl'e6 , and would be 

-·· evaauate4 llame aa soon as possible, althQugh it might be some daye or even weeks,

U'Dder .American control, but with Russian assiatance, things gradually 

developed, and finally• on about 10 Sep 45, we left by train for the Port of I>AIRBN, 

near POB'l ARl'HtlR, excepting always certain senior officers end sick, etco, who were 

flown out vi� OBmlG KING, aDd onwards, for obvious reasons. 

Our main train parties. upon reaching l>AIBEN, embarked in the American 

Bosj,ital Ship •Relief•, which received us with floodlights, loud-speaker-radio, 

;playinS 1The More we .Are Together11, eto., etc • I a D81"Vellous reception. 

In this Hospital Ship I accompanied �ortion of our ex-Ps/W to OXINAWA. 

A typhOQn warning arriving at the same time as we did, we had to i;n1t to sea again 

for twenty�tour hours, after whioh we were landed at OICtNAWA, spending one night in 

·the ex-P/W reception oami, there. J'ust as iti, the •Relief•, the AmsricaDS I treatment 

of ua was marvellous, and they told us that they were flying out one thousand prisoners 

of war per day to MANILA. I was also flown out, and reaching Ml.NILA, remained in 

the Australian Reception Camp there one week, where I was interrogated, e to. 

From MA.NILA I travelled: to VARJOOVER, BRITISH COLtlMBIA, CANADA, in the 

British Aircraft Carrier, B.11.s. 1DJPLACABLE11• 

I need not say that our life on board that ,ship was too marvellous t·or 

worl:a I and our reception on arrival in CAEADA, and duri.Dg our journey by traill across 

CANADA, deeply touched every one of 118. we were welcomed, as if into · their own hearts, 

8J1d families, aDd were loaded up with Red cross comforts of all .sorts, as indeed 

we had been in MAMlLA. and OXIHAWA. 

/.ArriViDg ·• • 
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.imilA and OKCMAiVA/••X.

ArriTing at DSBEOT CAMP, near HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA, the rest of w party

later continued by sea to ENGLAND. I was again interrogated here ̂ EHBEFIT CilMP) .
e

I myself, accompanied by G/Capt. RIDCEEWAy snd G/Capt» GOGGLE, flew across the

ATLANTIC in a B.0oA.C. four-engined ‘Liberator', reaching PRESTWICK, AYRSHIRE, SCOTLAND,

in Hi hours flying from ®NTREAL, CANADA. I had a ijuick lunch in MONTREAL Airport

at noon on the one day, and an early breakfast at 0330 hours at PRESTWICK in SCOTLAND

the nejct morning.

From PRiiSTWICK, we three flew to COSFORD, WOLViRHAMPTON, where we were

passed, with extreme rapidity and efficiency, through the Reception Centre, reaching

our own homes the same night, 22 Oct 45*

8. CONCLUSION

The foregoing report, difficxilt of proper compiling in sequence after the

lapse of years, should be read in conjunction with the other papers which I have pre

pared at the request of M.1.9.

The whole should give the 'complete picture' to the best of my memory and

belief.

I have concentrated on BANKA ISLAND and SUMATRA, with some reference to

After the arrival in FORMOSA ofCHANGI CAMP, SINGAPORE, and early days in FafM)SA.

Air Vice Marshal MALTBY from JAVA, since when we were continuously together, I ceased

to play a leading part, and as I iaiow his 'views', I understand that he has already

submitted full reports, with which I am likely to be in full agreement, fiarther

amplification by ijp would seem to be unnecessary.

Each of the surviving officers can testify to the general accuracy

ofmy story

Capt.(E) CHAPMAN, R.N,
Cmdr. READ, H.N.

Lt. Col. MILKER, Royal Corps of Signals
Lt. Col. BEDFORD, Singapore Volunteers (?)

3/Ldr. HOWELL, R.A.F.
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D" to A/GIEE MDDIR's Statenant.APTSiroiX

'CAR GRB/ES.

a) Nil.

Tortvtre, beatings or other cruelties.

Beatings of both Senior Officers, Junior Officers, and men were common in

PCRMOSAN P/ff Gamp, particularly HliITO, IdRENKO, and (it was reported direct l-o me)

I savf several instances, personally, in thein the Copper Ivline Gamp near KEBLUl'IG.

first nanie d two camps, and spoke to, and saw the disgra.ceful state of, sufferers irom

So were maror of theThey v/ere sheer walking skeletons.the Go^jper mining Gamp.

O.R.'s latterly at iiA.ITO, which liad a sadistic brute of a Gamp Coramandant, whose name

I believe he -(vas at ffivITO Gamp most, if not, all the

cloutings", and so on, biit they

coruoril punishment, apart from the humiliation.

I unfortunately do not know.

■  Most beatings I saw were "slappings",time.

Iwere quite -severe and ’'heavy'

was not actuallj^ beaten personally.

li'aprisOnment under improper conditionso

Imprisonment under disgraceful conditions of filth and malsanitation

occurred when newly captured civilian refugees, and Service personnel, all from

sunk or captured shipping in and around the BANKA STRAITS area, were herded together

with several hundred Chinese coolies (forced labour ex: H0MK0M3- ?), iu tne native

Sanitation ML and only

c)

jail at MUNTOK, BANKA ISLAND in Petoruaiy and March 1 942.

one water-tap. Others conf'ined in the ex Coolie Labour Assembly Station were better

off, but lack of sanitation, food, etc. was se-vere.

Many others were confined in an old cinema 'buildi-ng bgr the shore, -toith

NO sanitation facilities bib the shoreJ All this v/as at MOIOTOE, BA,1®A ISLAND.

I experienced above myself, and consider conditions at PALSMBAIC, SDlviATHA,

and MITO, FORMOSA, were also disgraceful, and sanitation "hopeless". Such

facilities as there were, were totally inadequate when camps were crowded.

d) Nil.

Use of prisoners of vrax on enagy military works or operations.e)

At MDNTOK, BAIiKA ISLAND, P^ff in Feb 1942 vrere forced to iTOrk at ertention

of landing strips, unloading barges, etc. being out from before daj.-light to after

It was reported to me indark, daily, and on miserably inadequate food.

PAISMBANG that some 500 Ps/J were employed for months in 1 extending EA-LEMBANG- I

aerodrome, and working under extremeli’- harsh, and often brutal treatment,

/f) Exposure . .
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Sxposure of prisoners of wax to danger of fflinfire, bombing, torpedoing, or
hazards of war.

Ps/V/ vere employed as explained at answer tOoquestion (e) above, i.e. on

legitimate bombing targets, while, v/hen at MKHW in 1945? we vrere inaprisoned rij^t

in the middle of the factory area and alongside an electric power station.

Before I arrived, one MDIQ23N camp had been boiabed by the Allied Tdth some

casualties including deaths to some Ps/?f then there.

In the "hell ships' carrying us between ports, we vrere alv^ijj-s open to risk

of attack with little or no hope of escape, protection or rescue.

g) Transportation of prisoners of Y/ar under improper coniffl;ionso

All trips I made in Jap ships were under grossly crowded conditions and mostly

with totally inadequate latrine facilities, often no washing facilities or water and

no medical facilities.

400 men sandvdched into one hold, partially battened dov/n -with poor

ventilation and only 18 inches space per man to lie down on double-tiered sleeping

shelves". Crowds of men squashed like sardines in the centre of the hold floor just

able to lie down. Onlj^ allowed up on deck for fresh air for short periods at a

Jap guards completely deaf to requests for amelioration, etc.

Public exhibition or exposure to ridicule of prisonersoOf war.

time by batches.

h)

At TAKOU in PORliOSA, upon arrival from about 30.8.42, all Ps/\'f vrere

marched in fours, weak and w/eaiy as they vrere from about 2 weeks journeying in a

bad "hell ship", for over 4 miles through densely lined streets (civilians aiid school

children marshalled tTvo and three deep) to a railway station escorted from the

A mounted policeman headed the procession:

flarks were very heavily guarded, and Ps/vY had to carry their kit.

straggliiig, though through weakness and vreariness, met with very^ harsh "man-handling'

(l vras one sm'ferer, carrying a box on my shoulder).

lERCr'/AL and other high-ranking officers (and civilians) participated in this

"wxhibition march".

one at the docks. Jap officers leflit,

Lagging or

to catbh up. Lt. Gen

Failure to provide jarisoners of war \vlth jaroper medical care, food or qugrters.

Medical cere, so far as the Japs were concerned, vra.s virtually KIL in the first

CilANGI (SliiGAPORE) thanics to the unstinting efforts of our ormcamps I occupied.

P/W M. 0.'s etc. v/as better.

(IIAKCHUEIA) the Japs did assist medically.

IvlIIKLEN was best, for there and at CHEKA TAI TUK

Other P/1y camps were bad.

/Food was generally
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Food was generally inadequate in all cjampsj, and raost f/We lost much weight

12 stone to "oelow 8 stone).(l myself at the time \srant from

Quarters and accomodation except in isolated cases were very overcrowded.

Collective punishmen-t of a group for offence of others.j)

Failure of officers at GHCl'l TAI Thl'I (ivLWOIiDRra) to "volunteer for work"

to IvflJKDEI'T with much overcroitded accomodation and insufficient

"to volunteer for

resulted in moving us

Pood was also reduced (to officers) v/hen they declinedfood.

work" at SHUiOdCAWA, F0R1®SA.

not s";eoifically mentioned above for v/hich you think theAny othei- atrocities
guilty person should he punished.

k)

non-issue of lettersBut Ps/i? "worried" by long absence of letters;

knoT/n to have arrived: few opportunities of writing, and uncertainly oi cispatca.

We now loiow that only a few of the letters vre wote were actually received, and'

I spealc fi’ora personal experience.

NO.

mai\Y sent to us nevei- came into our hands.

Constant and sometimes continuAl pin-pricks, irritation and humiliation.

Forced TOi'k on inadequate diet and totally inadequate medicalirked ps/ff a lot.

facilities (vd-th the risks that incurred) ever weighed on the minds (and physique)

of PsA»

HDlvULIATION. ■

Censorship by Prisoner-of-War Other Ranks, by order of the Jai^anese.

Wot least of the humiliating conditions to which officers, including the most

subjected, vib.s that of all incoming, as well

read" bj'- Other Ranlis.

senior officer R-isoners of War, were

pnivate letters to our people being

These vrere mostly Aisericans, mth some British, and they were ordered to do

as outgoing.

this work, being given a questionnaire on the lines of which thej’- had to. scan each

reporting if any of tae items quoted in the questionnaire were refex-red to iiletter,
n

any letters.

of which I chiefly remember tint no mentionThere "fere some 20 or moi-e it erns,

must be made by us of food, treatment, acGGnmoc3ation, camp conditions, names or

. nd so on.particulars of our f ello’W-prisoners in camp, ill-trea'bment,

siiamefully held up,

'.Rf e in Noviaiber 1 not given back

Letters, both incorrii:.'.g and outgoing, were

In HQT case, one letter I 'wrote

to-me for signature until

Similarly, it came to our

addressed to us, had been received by iiie Japanese,

zo mj'’

iarch the follov-dng year,

Icnowiedge more tha

1945»

n once tliau letters ircci home,

bi.it they would not issue them to

/us, saying that . . •
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sabring that censorship was "very difficult".

in one case, viz: when we were leaving SHIRO KAWA P.O.W. Camp, wOFAiDS/i., to go

to }.IA.I\fCHGS,IA, letters vrare definitely knoim to be at the Jaianese Office, addressed to

prisoners -vtIio were actually on the point oi‘ leaving.

Application was made to the Japanese Caiiip Ooiimandant that these letters might

be given to the prisoners concerned before they left, or at least placed in a sealed

bag and permitted to aecompan,^ the ijrisoners, for issue to them upon arrival in

miCHURIA.

The .i'a^panese Gamp GOinmandant refused, and, to iny certain Imov/ledge in certain

cases, those letters were never received at all bj^ the iDrisonei’s concerned.

Actualljr, one of the British Other iimics, who vra.s employed in censoring and

dealing with letters, showed at least one letter to a prisoner-of-vra,r friend of mine.

the latter having to retiarn it immecliaM.y to the Other-Ranlc, to slip back into the

^-apanese Gamp Staff Office, before it was missed.

lart of our ce.pt ivi.ty, we had to submit our outgoingFinally',; in the latter

letters, not only for censorship, but for typing by the aoove mentioned Frisoners-

of-War Other Ranks, ai'ter having been censored. Nor were we alloii'/ecl to mention anj"-

date, either of the vnriting of our letter, or of happenings or events in our

Brisoner-of-War life.

said to have occurred to .?/Gdr. STilALMii'JI am aware of the "doing-to-death

in W.E.I., aird of the terrible massacre of tvrenty-tv.'o ;iustri\lian nurses on the shores

of ISLAND. Approximately fifteen men were bayonetted at tlie same time as these

nurses wei-e shot, and I believe that these fifteen men were British ainaen, but I

have no details.

■Vhile in MJNTQK, BAIiKlA ISLAND, in February 19^2, I sa’-v prisoners brought in

showing obvious signs of brutal treatment upon landing from the sea.



APPENDIX 'P’ to A/Odr, MODIW’s
Btetementa

'fELPARE.

Upon my errival at Singapore on 10th June 1941 to esaurae

the poet of A.O.A. Royal Air Porce, Par Eastern Coimand; the A.O. G.

impressed upon me, and continued to stress the matter hencefonverd,

of the urgent necessity of organising welfare for R.A.P. personnel

in Malaya, and, indeed, in the whole Par East Command, on a

generous and wholesale scale*

The A.O.G. wished me to give this matter highest isriority,

and I did so to his complete satisfaction, with the help of R.A.P.

Padre Giles, of Headtiuartera, R.A.P. Par East, who worked thereon

unstintingly and continuously under ray direct instructions and

organisation.

After the capitulation of Singapore, our welfare work was

transferred to N. I., where I understand that Padre Giles continued

on similar lines as before, although I personally remained in

Singapore itself, until captured by the Japanese on' my way by

from Singapore to Sumatra 16-2-42.

my A.O.G. to transfer my duties there, following the departure

of ray staff, which had lei’t, piecemeal, until only myself and a

few junior officers remained in Singapore, engaged on urgent duties*

Ai’ter capture, I found myself at MURTOK, Banka Island, in the

Banka Straits, and remained there for ten days, i.e. until Pebruary

26th 1942.

sea

I had received orders from

Conditions were pretty grim, and I found myself senior

officer of British Prisoners of War of all three Services, as well

as many Civilian Internees fran Malaya,

the irauediate care of Mr. Gregsoni, of Singapore Harbour Board,

also a P.O. V. and said to have since died, butimyself included them

in ray forceful representations to the Japanese, when demanding

cesaati n of harsh treatment, more food, and altogether • more

humane treatment.

I myself was never beaten—up on these occasions, but was

more than once roughly handled, and"hustled up", when the Japanese

got fed-up with my protests.

These latter came under



Lt. c.w. LIJU. ISlayan B.N.V,H. iaforM me on Jo Jan 4f.

tnnt ho Ko a P/5 in soiniBn ^ l.*rovia.a
P/ff Hospital at CHAiilTAS Convent School, PALiaBAKG, continued until

I left the area in Jul 42.about Jul 43,

Conse-4U«,nt, apparently, upon a suspicion in the minds of the '
Japanese that the p/w •ij&s^.ital was involved in a widespread scheme

or plan auhraraira to diacipline in ragard to tha J.paneaa thomaalraa,
the latter closed down this fHospital',
ment in the Women'

removing the nuns to intern-

s Internemint Camp, PaLSRS^JJG.

This does not alter the fact that they did Eiarvellous work for.

our *iok and wounded P's/w in PaLSMBANG from approximately Feb 42 to
the end of Jul 431 and my v;hole hearted recommendations already given

above, still, therefore, hold good in every way.
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As to Hulo tohool ItaaXf and in the outl/ing oumpa, to a

leBsei* degree, welfare, in the shape of a.aplnymnt to osoupy the

time and the minds of thOBS who were n t sent out on working

parties to the local docka, etc, took the fora of weekly alng-eonga,

for which I unexpectedly obtained pemlaaion from the Japanese;

educational claaaea for'officers and men, and those olviliana

who were with me and desired to participate, and  s sort of lainlatur®

i^Haff Courae, leatinn aix weeks, and intended for the further

training of Junior Officers, particularly temporary officers,,

locally engaged.

I BBsnaged to carry this prograiara® through In its entirety,

despite the oonatant watohfulneas of our Jupaneae guards, by

oamouflagoing olsssea as Inatruotional Talks on allocation of work

upon 1improvements within Camps, diaouaaiona as to poHBlbility of

orgamaing a Ckinteen, instruction in the prevention of disease and

epidwnloa, pretence learning of the Japanese language, and on other

sliollar duties, 8ub;}eota which we brought into play automatically

on the approach of any Japanese guard,

never '•twigged'* what We were up to, and all the errengojaenta planned

were carried through to completion satisfactorily.

The result was to ohoer-up prisoners who, particularly some

of them, showed aigns of falling into a very despondent end

depressed state of mind.

Laterm, I obtained perwisaion to start a arnall Camp C»nteen

with ches,,)er fruita, and such like purchased through the Japanese,

with money contributed by members of working parties, which latter

were paid a trifling daily rets of pay when at work,

genoroualy inaiated upon the Canteen Oooda purchased by such smell

sums being employed for the benefit of all hands, whether detailed

Actually, aa a art frora the individual ability

to buy the odd tangerine, ooooanut and so forth, each prisoner

received a small "flavouring* to the gomal rice at each meal, by

the addition of a little pepper, native auger, aalt, hslf-en- egg,

once in a walls, and so on.

Actually, the Japanese

’mey

to work or not.



Within tlMJ oataps, prlaonara volunterilr oanried out

ftaproveraenta to drainage* and sanitation generall/* and in Iiiulo

Camp, whox*<j wo all alopt on the hare noor at first, 1  raanagod to

iplng raoka, taking h to 3 men each, fmn hlg hsmboos,

which I got froratio Japanese, and which wore worked under the

Inatruction of Dutch and native priaonera, skilled in the uses of

bamboo*

taake si'

By this raeana, we eventually got all '♦handa off the deck" to

their greater comfort, and louoh aatisfaotion*

Finally, and to give hope and interest, I inatruoted

priaonera to write a letter home once a month, also a twelve word

radio laeaaaga home, in oaa*? the JopaxM»BO agreed to receive and

handle any auoh things.

Actually, they were unable to do ao, but penaltted me to

take a great package of lettera, and twelve word meaaageo to

Singapore, -rhen they suddenly transported me there, fcn Jul 19U2,

and 1 was able to hand theia over to the (unofficial) ked Croaa

1th the roviueat that he would try and gotjrepreaentativo there,

them forwarded by the Japanese authoritios at tha first opportunity*

’RilB aafety-valve of writing lottex^a homo, slthcugh we

received none during my sojourn in P8lej.*ang, appeared to have

a very cheering effect on those conoomod*

After tay departure frosa Palenbang In Jul 19U2 I gather that

oonditlone generally deteriorated, ajd there were laany deaths,

but ae to thle, reports will no doubt be forthooralng from Gaaiaander

Read, of the Royal Navy, and othera who auceedod him in ray place -

after 1 had gone.

Upon departure I iaaued an '•Order of tJw Day**, in which I

b8de'*farewell'’ to all oataps, adjuring them to ‘•keep their tailo

up*, and to hop# for the beat whatever h®p..ened, and to trust me,

rnyaolf, to loae no opportunity afforded me at any time "until the

end of captivity", to further their Intereats and improve their

lot, and mske known their plii^t.

I aa given to inideratand that i.iia "Crdar of the Day" did

actually foach moat. If not all, tlxe prisoners and internees In
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? / k2 together with a 'Isr^ party of @x-Ghangi PrisonerB

of War, -I waa taken to Singapore Docks for emharkstion in a real

'Hell Ship', which waa to' take us to the iBland of Pomoas.

trip took 14 days, and in iny case, was with 400 men stuffed into

8 dark hold, with .only 18 inches space per man, lying head-end-foot,

in rows on shelves, in terrific heat, and denied decent washing

On

The '

facilities of any sort, not to mention completely inadequate

’•Welfare" on board this ship, a a far easanitation arrangements.

I waa concerned, anyway, could merely consist of endeavouring to

cheer up one's brother prisoners, and ssaiating to make their lot

bearable sa posaible under the shocking circuiaatanees.

Upon arrival at the art of Takau, in the Island of Formosa, ■

we were held on board the ship for about a day, after which we were

landed and forced to .'make an Exhibition March of about 4t miles

througdi densely thronged crowds of Japanese.

These people showed no open hostility to us, only  a few adults

laughing at the sorry sight of haggard and weary men, (including many

very senior officers (Lt, Oeneral Perceval wes there)) dragging

along, carrying whet kit they owned, and supporting and helping

those sick or unable to carry their gear themaolvea.

Bearded, unkempt, weary and thoroughly disreputable we looked,

and, in my case being veiy thin and weak, I found difficulty in

carrying the small but heavy wooden box which I had upon my

When dropping a little behind at ti;ae^ as the front

portion of our column Incresaed speed, I was several times so

roughly pushed from behind by Japanese guards that I all but fell

However, somehow or other, we managed to

reach the railway station beyond the town of Taken, although the

Japanesi might quite easily have entrained us at port Station on

the quay.

V¥e were led by h Japanese mounted policeman, followed by a

senior Japanese officer with some juniors, and heavily guarded on

both flanks and r^ar by araied Japanese sentries.

A repetition of this sort of thing occurred later, when we

arriwed at Karenko, where again, several prisoners, including n^aelf.

as

shoulders.

forward on the road.
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0po» »rpiv*l «t K.«r«ako, «« wei?® all 8trij>p®a 00iiaj>l«t8l/ ijak#d,

and vfmrrthing w« Ji*d t.h'^roo.ifel.r aaarcnei. Cur Is rot a wa--*!* t akaa

id w« w«pa ^iivan inpmnm* pmmmt rtocAm oloj® t® w«ai*,

and th«a« ele^t h94 %a b« atorad in * annt-ral plaae aw»7 frt?ni nu.T'

alaapinjt placoa at ni/ht.

»«Uf*ra« landar aiioli olrsuinataneWt as absw, irtiH* of coarse,

mvmst

^ulte laposeiailale.

Upen arriving; at Halte Oaiap, knenm to ua «ftereai*da ss/^riata"

08»p, the aeiianea# beeped every iadlgnit/ apo® ue they

think ofj

the J^pane8e.

a

the more een^cr one wee, the more rude end bitter mmrm

The OKzyp Ce iaandent, eho re sained the mm ;mn

throughout, ea far «» 1 eaa r«!!!tejta>er, was a perfeot baeat. !?o©d

was, atreage to aay, fairly piaatirul, of ita kind, but all

liberty, of whetaoevar nature?, was ccw^iately daisied ua, even

ehan going to the letriAe#- For the latter, aapeoially at

night, «B had to eait until ten lOn were ready to go to the

latrine, before one man oouid go, and then only under l iaediate

guard of an anaed Japaneee sentry. riedical arrangenanta

is daito Qaotr- were virtually nil, and many dei^tiia auat have

occurred there throu hoot the period ofoaptivlty.

through thie oai^p again later on, when on m way froa OMro r.aiwa

Camp to ganohurla, and the oooupanta looked in the last atagee

of eioaeiatioo, ootapXetJly *«o«ed» and in a truly eorry tttata.

Again, during our fleeting stay in Balto Oump on thla oeoaaion

I paeeod

we wore aubjeotad to the i*udest and groaaeat peesibla treatment

and huiaiilatlon. Welfare, in Halt© Ca^ aouM ©aly oonaiat

80 far aa I enperiejieed, of endeavourissg to get  a n>athing-pool» -aade it

& nearby etreeta, and endeavouring to get the Japanese to eese~up on

some of their irrltatiaig and vindictive patty irntetioae and armoy-

anoea.

To ravert, 2 «d the party I was with froa Trkau passing through

ua^tc CUtifap, where we ata/ed for about ® week, finally arrived at

Karankc. (3apt. 42).

At S'verenko wa had in8uI'floi.ent and uasuiti^ie food} were

foroed to oeny out ao..caiied voluntary iaboar* on « so-called
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transfexTsd tvm Kerenko to Tamaaeta^ alao In ffor-moaa,

including Bnltiek, Aiaerlcan and

such aa tha

Being

^only the senior priaonera of war
Dutoh* together with senior civilian intemeea.

of HongKoogf Singapore# H.S. I« Sumatra# & etc)# we
better conditions generally# hut it waa only

Governors

experienced considerably

for a few months# for on
iii .

ce again we were transferred to a new can©# :

thia time to Shlro Kawa# FoKnoaa*

^Welfare” in Temasata was no nioro practicable than in our

last can® at Kerenho# but wlwn we got to shlro Kawa, aooomodation,

far as officers of Brigadier and above ranks were concerned, was

these senior officers were accommodated# two per

All P.O.wa below

so

much better# in that

room# the rooms being quite clean and reasonable,

thoss ranks were iuat as crowded and uncomfortable as they had ever

been.

"Welfare” at Shlro Kewa was possible in ao far as  e canteen

of sorts was permitted# although no eatables or food other than

The "Canteen” wascertain sweets and flavourings were allowed.

actually an improvement on the so-called canteen at our iisevious

If religion is counted as "welfaro”# then#Qamp at Serenko*

throughout my osptivity# I must cenfoss tiiat we were allowed to

hold our* religious 8©i*viOQS on iaost Sundays# although always with

either Japanese officers, or anaed sentries, in attendance.

How and then, throughout the years, such religious

for in some ompe work wasaervioQS ml^t bo temporarily auapondod,

oarrtoa out on Sunaays lito any otha? flayo. altUouah not nacaGSorlly

evoiy oonseoutive Sunday.
narrative to the last days in Shiro

eventually transferred in groat hasts to

The foregoing brings my

Kawa,ft‘ora which we wore

HanohuPls, owing, no doubt, to the Alllaa ooiimenolna the bombing

of Poimoaa, and the fear of the Japanese that we might 
be re-

captured by our own people.

Off1cere of Brigadier

in Japonoee railltspy aircraft, from Porraooa to southarn Japan,

train throu h Korea end into aanohurla.

also* come to UenohurlB,

rank end above were actually flown#

from there continuing by

Officers below the ranlc of Brigadier

in another typical "Hell Chip", undergoingbut proceeded by sea.
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also th9 risk of boraliing hy i^llisd sirorart* whioh wsx^ attaoking

thsir port oT enftiarkation In ?oreo8e»

Thoae prlaonsrs-of-war will kava glvan their own narrative,

and certainly there w«jld have appeared to he no ’’weirare" posiilhle

in the "Hell :;hip*.

Upon arrival in isnohurie, we were first of all sent So a

oarap at Cheng Tai Tun* some 200 roileB north '^eat of nukden.

can^ oonaiated of atone barraoks, within a reaaonable exercise

gx*oi2nd, ̂ the ttorreoke having'epparently originally been deai^jned for . ,

the uae of nllltery railway guards protecting the South Manchurian

.'ailway from the ©otivitieB of bandits etc.

aaeh the aene lines as in previous camps, although the supplying

of newspapers had ceased ewey back in aiiro Kama O^inp, Fomosa, while

InoomlniiF mails seemed to get more few, miA far between,

nedloal facilities at Cheng 7ai Tun were an Iraprovoraent

on Qhlro Kama, yoitaosa, in which letter place, as I should have

mentioned, the Camp Uoapltel wss again an improvement on KereiSco

days.

This

•♦welTere'* her# followed

r;t--

To revert to Cheng Tai Tun, the principal ’’welfere** was

freedom from forced wortc, but it wsa not long before the Japanese

pressed ua to volunteer for '•garden work", wMch w® know full well

would develop into ^»hole8ale "fana labour", whatever the Japanese
said.

As we rofuTOd point.blank so to volunteer for work, we were

shifted to the mein priaonera-of-;'Jer Gamp in Janohurla, via .iukden

Osmp (known as "lloten" by tt» Japanese).

Conditione in hiukd( Camp were gi’im* Situated as it was

»nong3t a oluster of feotories, and iiaiaadiateiy alongaide an eleotrlo

power station. It had been bonbed by Allied slrcrsi’t before rived,

several Allied Prleoners-of-^ar being killed, and others maimed, or

otherwise injured.

A hie*i brick well surrounded the grossly lnade<iU8to

exsrclae apace, this wall being surmounted by live eleotrio wire.

The troppa (?.0.'=y, ) were employed in the loool factories,

and, althoujih wo had no n«jw«peper or radio, througji these troops
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«a aid get a considerable aiaount of news, obtained by thern fremt

the cailneee, also employed in the fsotorios, which Ohinea© were for

the moat pro>;.lXy.

■  Canteen, faoilitiea here #are practically non-axiatsnt, and

our food rations gi'ew woree and woraei although they had been good foi

the first few days after our aiTl^al.

Sventually, happy release eeise to us in xukden upon the

azTlval of an Araorioun Alroomu '^Sescue S^ued", who, after risking

their lives in so doing, convinced tne local Japanese authoritiaa

that the war really waa over, and were eventually permitted to

minilo with ua, and then explained the aituation.

Tixe Huaaian Red Ara^y represehtativea followed iuiokly, and

these freed us official , erresting our Japaneue C«mp Staff and

Ouard, dis«x^aing theja, and ersalng ua with Jaaaneee axrosf and pittiiig . ''

the Japanese under arrest under an amed iUaerioan ?. O.W. guard*

American Tranaport-pisnes, of the latest design, flying from Central

China, Okinawa island, and (^uam, dropped us more than a plentiful

supply of.food, "lunuries”, laedioal atoreu, clothing, etc

finally, an Anierlcan colonel sirived to take eoiwaand of the Carap,

and arrange for our evacuation aCHoe.

I should atute that, from our earliest days in Fenaoea,

and.• •

our

Csraps had oontsined primarily American friaonera of War, with only

a smaller number of Sritiah, end a yet sjaaller number of Dutch,
Included. iveryonw worked very nap^ily together, despite the

•^ixed bag" (..O.d.’a).

Walfsz’e in .‘iukden viaiap naturally becaae 100‘C in every respect

our ”offiolal relesao'*, although we did not actually get away

on our horaevverd journey for saue thx-e® weeks after that.

In concluaion, visit* by repraaentstives of the International

Rad Groaa, and one viait by the Protecting Powers, took place in

Kerenko, Tsmesate and bhiro i£«wa, with a brief visit (unofficial)

by Dr. Usroel Janei*d (?), the Jiow principle ilelegate of t he

Intemstional Red Croae ir. Tokio. He and his wife were en route

to Tofclo to succeed his predeceaaor, who had died.

At moat, if not ail, tnese visits, with the exception of
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AIR COMODORH; C.O.F. MODIN,

ComniandiDe British Palemhang Draft t
Australian Linest CHARGI.

Frcant-

Mr. ROBERTS, Australian Red Cross,
Prisoner of Vi/ar, CRaNGX,

Toi-

11th ATJGUSf, 1942 oDate:-

BRI'ilSh draft - 12 word messages

I coniiim conversation with you of yesterday, 10th August, 1942» when I

reported that Brigadier LDQAS of MALAGA. COlKMAM) informed me that LlBOTEiilANT OEABAO

stated that he was uncertain whether he could provide official post-cards upon which

to send above 12-word messages.

Brigadier LUCAS mentioned that he had hoped to get the messages through2,

to the International Red Cross in LOIUDOK for onward transmission, but that also appears

Brigadier LUCAS asked me to ask you to ask Lieutenant OK^iSAKIto be impracticable.

Thisabout the subject of these 12-ward messages and to follow it up on w behalf.

I know you will do and I thank you accordingly.

The beat way would, of course, be to get the sassages on to post-cards and3.

include th«3m if possible with those post-cards already permitted from prisoners of

War, smCABDRE.

(sgd.) C.0.FoM)DIR,

Air Comnodore, R.AJ?,

Commanding,
British Palambang Draft.



COPY Aiistralian Lines,

Prisoners of War Campi
CiUKGI.

11th August, 1942.

Dear Mr. ROBETfTS,

■PALli&SANG DR&FT •> iflOm'HLY LSTTiiRS FOR JI3NE AMD JULY

confirming conversation with you yesterday, herewith montiily letters for

June and July from the British Prisoners of War in PALEISANG,

As you know, the Japanese Authorities in PALSMBAlsTG pernitted me to take the

letters with me under a pass, written in Japanese, which you now hold, informing me

2o

that they thought I might get a better chance of sending them from, here or from Japan

in due course.

3. I should add that the Japanese Authorities in PALSM3AKG had already received

our letters for March, April and May, the March ones going, I understood via SINGAPORE

^ JAVA (per Lieutenant MTTANI) , and the April and May ones going, per Lieutenant

HASmalKI SHOI DONO, via BATAVIA.

4. I understand that Lieutenant 0EA3AKI thinks that  I should not take the accom

panying letters with me to Japan, but leave them with you, pending an opportunity to

send them from SINGAPORE with Japanese permission.

5. Corporal CORNELUB, therefore, now hands you these letters for June and July

with my request that you will do the best you can for them, and accept the thanks of

all my people for yow kindness in so doing.

6. Thanking you for all your interest on our behalf, and wishing you the best

of luck.

1 remain.

Yours sincerely.

(Sga.) C.O.F. MDDINPlease thaak Lt. OXASALl
aocordihgly.

Air Commodore. R.a.F.

Mr. Roberts,

Australian Red Cross Commissioner,

Prisoners of War Oamp, Australian Lines, GHi^'JGI.
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■'"‘cllovvirio' JCTt -vr.s made 'b'’- Oroup Captain BP.C’''',C'T3Di5]'T-RIC:2;
' o 224 (?) (Jro'ip, yAL^^A, following the sinliing of

-H. J: ^
ri
 j» ■,

O'. Coi;rr,.ander 1
Launch ?c. 105 and handed' to' Air Commodore I'-ODIN for onward transmission
to the Air Ilinisur^r, if and when possihle.

British Prisoners of 'Ysr Gamp,
'  Gamp, I'Tulo School,

Sunetr-s-

»

'.G '
X X

th. July, 1942-priday,

Sir,

105: rrry
‘/.llSuh ject : LOSS 0? 2.A.?. LI Gil c

rO LlhiiLY ACTICL.

I have to rejjort that High Speed Launch No. 105 sailed from

ued to OfficerKALLLil-jG x’ier in accordance with inatructions i

Hesdiguarters,' m ^}  G-rcup hy jUr Officer Con-mandingCcrnmonding

launch formeu part of the?AR LAST', at 1715 hours on 12 ?eh 42- This

Air Sea Rescue crafo in 224 (P') Group, and for the jouriiey specif-i.

the Captain or the craft.finally cai'ie unaer the 'Com anu or -j/Opt. 21 Oh,

who was ordered to proceed to Pn.uE?'rBjii'iQ, ohese orders were later altered

to read MuI^TOX ror refu(;lling, and then on to BATAVIA.

I was unahle to ohtainthe aum of 20CC2. IMPREST ACCOUNT.

GlrlGnrOr.a dcH^-.rs which I had Been authorised to chtain "by Air Officer

I accordingly o'btsinedCommending, owing tn the crisis in SINGAPORL

1,200 dollars from my own personal account, and f-i-OO guilders from

cash I had in hand. This aount, lost when H, L. 105 was sunk, wasc:
Ctlj M

for No. 105 and six other craft.

3- Sgt. EINNAIUD.!., h'oaaavvsin oi’ Ro. 105 reported to me, in the

ahsence of P/Lt. MOORL, who could not he located By either Air Sea

Rescue personnel or 2a4 (?) Gi’oap between Tednesdny, 11 ?eb 42 and his

arrival St i.IUNTON (his absence was preaumed to be due to enemy action

during the blitz on Wednesday, mid-day 11 ?eb 42 on SINQAPOPvE Harbour)

that he had applied to the Naval Routeing Office at SINGAPORE for

information regarding routeing and the coastal lights (  as to \¥hether

the latter were on or off b_v night) and also for charts to BATAVIA:

he was unable to obtain this inforination as the Officer concerned

appeared to have ceased to f,’notion approximately two or three days

before; as charts could not be obtained, Sgt. I'llfNAIRD and Sgt. LLOCK

Coxswain of Pinnace No 53, were instructed by nie to make a tracing of

the route and I would endeavour to locate charts, to be handed over,

together

/the Imprest Accruht
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... handed over,/

with the Imprest Account et the rendezvous,

arron.fjed as No.

company w'ith the other vessel as even at her minimum speed she was

No. 105 therefore proceeded to the

105 could not run iA rendezvous had to be

rendezvous reachingtoo fast.

n

there at approximately 0900 hours on Ip/feb 42, and remained there

Air Hea Rescue Section never appeared

this action caused delay

The other craft ofall day.

in sight, and apparently proceeded direct;

which might or might not be responsible for the loss of Roi 105“

I understood that we were not to use V//T except in grave5“

received any 'warning or messageei.aergency and I do not think that, we

any sort thereon during the whole trip.

At about 0900 hours on Saturday,

of

16. 4 Neb 42, we noticed

and realisedpatrolling single-float seaplanes flying over cur ares,

that they were eneiiiy'.

At about 0920 hours, three of these single-float biplane

end then breaking up, proceeded to dive-

7.

seaplanes approached us

machine-gun us while we took constant a;nd violent avoiding action at

high speed, all our guns firing hard the while.

I’he conduct of the coxav/ain and crew wa.s exemplary under fire.3.

and it was most unfortunate that the coxswain, Sgt. KIJT'AIRD, should

have received a very bad arm wound from machine-gun fire through the 1 -f
was .

The -wound /caused by what sftPijm-'/ards I learnt from the

parently an explosive bullet, and artery

juickly a tourniciuet and first aid

was applied end .second cnzswain taking the wheel.

By this.time the floor of the wheelhouse resembled a shambles, ,

being, covered with blood, and it seemed impossible that KINNAIRD could

left biceps.

Medical Officers was sp

spouting from it.blood was

0.

survive.

Meantime, the dive-machine-gunning attack's continued, and,10.

although the bo,-.;-i was hit .seve-'--al times, fortunately no more

ccurred.casualties

:'/ith the ides of getting cover and lying up for that day,

further ordered the second coxswain to turn inshore into a little bay

I11.

... in a lee/
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o £ little 1)3://

in a lee on the centre island, where we dr.opped anchor and irn-nediatsly

sent our small dinghy ashore with nTMLilRD and two nen =

12. Meanwhile, a auich ccnsnltation was held, and the ho:/: containing

the Imprest Account, certain food and valuables were brought up on

deck for safe transfer ashore.

13* However, as the returning dinghy, ith one man on board, neared

the launch on the return trij), three seaplanes .suddenly appeared from

over the Island and comrienced intensive dive-bombing, scoring one

and probabl:y another, with raan// near misses.direct hit Heavy

machine gun fire followe-i every release of bombs

board was-guifa untenable.

and the position on

The dinghyman dived overboard, but did

net secure the painter tightly enough. and the Air Commodore, loassenger

on H.3.L. Ho. 105 jumped into the dinghy with the idee of

at lesstij as r consenuence the boro containing tne Imures

saving that

t Account.,

food and valuables was left on board.

lU. It was slrcsdy reported to me that the

to nave been pierced,and the

petrol tanks appeared

lachine-gun drums i/'ere almost erai>ty,

when the three seaplanes intensified their

coming much lower, and thereby m

already heavy attacks,

swing it necessary for me to give the

In all, there were two bombing attacks

chine-gun attacks, and three dive-bombing-machlne-gun attacks

seven>
order to abandon ship.

by three aircraft.

15* During these attacks W/Cdr. GEIOHHLL was

The return to the launch was cut of the

lied by a bomb.

16.
Question, so the A/Gdr.

of the occupants of the launchrowed away, observing that the rest

were swimming for the shore;

and rays elf,

he proceeded to rescue .'//Gdr. WILLS-SANDHORI

and others who were tireVl hung on to the side of the dinghy
whilst supporting tliernselves in the water.

17* Slowly across a strong current, we

itpproximately 30O to hOO yards to the

up out of the water under

accomplished the trip of

shore, and pulled the dinghy well

the trees of the jungle, after seeing all

I then-placed myself under the command of A/Cdr. MCDIN.ashore.

18. The conduct of all ranks in K.S.L, Ho. 105 was exemplar:/. List

aubrajtted under spparate cover for Honoursof recomnendations bein:;

and Awards/
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/
^ '■er for Honours,

and j^v/ards.

A full report on other "boats of the Air Sea Rescue Flight is19-

"being submitted by the Cornraeiiding Officer, I'/Lt.. MOCRH.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,-

Group Captain,
lately Gontmanding 224 (F) Group.

The Secretary of State for Air,
Air Ministry.
LONDON.

I concur in the above Report.

gd ) G.O.F. MOD IN.

A/Cdr.-, ;^oypl Air Force.

1717.421
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Lt. J.W. 3T0N0R “ .Argyll and Southerland Hij^anders.

This officer was A.X. h to Sen. and v/hen ilen. PEROIYAL left

SINPtAPORB he lent Lt. STCFCR for duty to Rear Admiral ILAL-AYA(Rear Admiral
SPOPITRR) and Ji. C. (Air Vice Marshal PULPCRD)

On Priday afternoon the 13t'j peo: 1942 General PIRCIVAL toli r.ic I

could leave SIFGAi’OP.a that evenir.fi; and go with Pear Adiniral SPOONan and

Air Vice Marshal PULPCSD who were also Loth leaving then for.BATAVIA, The

Admiral, who .was up at PORT GAK" IPG at the time, told ne to come 8lo.ng

with him and he his A~D.G.

I pnohed a hit of kit and st 1930 hours left PO-RT GAP‘-’JT'Ii3- with 'V/Odr

.ATITIFS and about ten wounded sick and airmen who had come from ALLMATIDH.

HOSPITAL and were being'evacuated. all ent to the docks in threeLITVV

cars and tried to drive on to tiue wharf near unison Road otadium but

could not get there as the road was blocked with barnin. o downs, so we

cane back to Clifford er and entered the docks. The?re was o crowdi-

of me'n at the grates and the Mili'mnry police were exsminin.g passes before

allowing anyone to enter. 'They seemed to have the place under control.

T'/e went through the gates and drove along ae far os we could, then parked

the cars and marched along to where the evacuatioji shins sre lyin.g. I

left the airmen ’-hoarding the first e^/scustion ship into which the;r had

been directed by g naval officer who was organising the evacuation

and went ray-self to the end of the i-vharf vmere che Pairmiiw K0.310 '.'vi-a

lying. There seemed to be no c. e about so l went on board and down into

the wardroom where I .met the Adsairal and the .Air Vice Marshal.

At 11.30 p..;n. the Pairmile left the decks and, in cooipBny with one oi’’

two other small ships, soiled away from SIHGAPCR. It was a dsid-; night.

starry, v;ith no noon.

After about an hour or so the steering gear broke and we went 'round

in a circle. This break was due to tiie steering cable having parted

where it had been damaged by & bullet whilst the ship had been operating

cfi' the V/est coast/.
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bad been operating/

oxT the West coast. However, it was mended before the hand steering

was put into operation and we sailed on again.

During the breakdown we must have drifted off our course a little

because after about another hour we grounded on a reef,

wasfalling and we stuck fast,

to see if any damage had been done but

Lt. FOOL, R.N., went of

The tide

f in the dinghy

got two of his fingers badly

squeezed whilst lowering the boat and this gave him a great deal of
pain. As the tide went down the ship heeled

had to wait for the rising tide to take us off.

uncomfortable night trying to lie

the firas burning at 3INGAP0R3 and

Island.

over to port and we

We spent a very

on the heeling deck and watching

listening to the gunfire on the

Next morning as the tide rose the ship righted herself and with

the engines going full astern we got clear and sailed on again,
passed a few small ships and about 8

We

ain we came to a group of Islands

We lay off there allwhere we anchored and put op camouflage nets,

day and in the evening set off again and steamed
There were 41 of us on board all together includ

southward all night.

ing the

of us slept on deck as there was not enough
crew so many

room for us all below,

group of Islands

so the Admiral

see if we could get to MUNTOK and

m badly,

On Sunday morning we came to the SEVEN BROTHERS
and anchored.

POOL'S fingers were hurting hi
decided to go on again at noon and

find a doctor to attend to them.

We were sailing along when about 2 p.m. the look-out saw mast

heads appearing over the horizon which turned out to be 5ap cruisers
we had thought at first,

sailed at full speed back to the

and not Dutch as

We turned round and

group of Islands that we had just

On the way we passed a yellow airmen's raft with three men
left.

on it but did not atop for them,

destroyer followed
'We were soon spotted and a Jap

us and opened fire but did not hit Then aus.

flight of sea-planes came over and one broke away and dived down onto

We opened fire with the anti-aircraft twin Lewis
plane fl»w off and joined

us.

up with the rest of the fligh

guns and the

t.

/We reached the . .
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/

. .. rest of the flight,.

'Ve reflche‘:i the group of isT.anhs and tried to sail in aaongst

The ;id:airalthem hut ran aground on a shosl near a small vill; ge.

Theordered sver'.’'cne ashore and we swam an.d waded on to the laeach.

skiijper, Lt. BULL. N. 1. Div. and his first Lieutenant, Suh.Lt,

HEllDERSOF, Aust. Div. stayed on hoard witn ATIIINS and PCC'h.

After 8 while the Jap destro^/er came in fairly close to the island

During this li’ime Iand fired a few shells over .hut did no damage.

climhed up the hill in the middle of the island where there was s

Dutch wireless and look-out station, manned hy about a dozen Javanese

They had destroyed their set according to orders when they

saw the Jap ship.s, sc we got no mors news and were unable to send

troops.

From this hill I wstched the Jap destroyer loweroff any message.

a boat which came alongside the Fsirmile. Then after a while they

sent our four officers ashore in the dinghy before going back them

selves to their shim I learned afterwards that the Jax^ Lieutenant

had searched the ship and then tawen sway the charts end damaged the

lubricating syste.m of the engines. He had no idea that the Admiral

and the Air Vice Marshal w on shore.^ j.

I s'pent that night sleeping on the beacii under the palm trees

along with s Sto- p. 0. BAIL, who was the Admiral's driver, a "larine

orderly and an airman.

Fe:ct morning we all assembled together at tho village end had

a meal of hard boiled eggs and tes end biscuits, vhiich had been

brought off the ship. Most of the villagers had
the

slV serviceable native boats when they heard the firing so noxv

one the day before

'  in

we had nothing but the ship’s dinghy left that would float. During

the morning a Jjap eeTjlane ca.me over and mac.hine gunned and bombeds

the Fairrnile as she lay or. the shoal and then fie'./ off again.

l?e started to settle ourselves into the village end for the

first few evenings we went out t the ship and brought off all fhe

food and other useful hit and stores. A hat on the beach was turned

into a galley and all the food stored there,.'!. 0. RIOHARDSnu, R. U,

was put in charge of the guile;/.

After the first day it w/ss decided to repair the best of the

native hosts and let ::^t- BULL who had volunteered sail to BATAVIA to

/ get help



sail to 'SiA'.:AVlA to/

get
On the evening of the twentieth of i-^eoruarj'- he set sail in the

ired native boat with his coxswain, one other rating end also the

from the wireless station and one of’ his raen.

with them hut we htave never heard of

,4ielp.

repan

J;av8nese c omraandant

They tocfcfourteen da-fs rations

them again-

i'ifter the party had gone we settled down to make ourselves as

A permanent look-

in the varsless station on the hill and they r-:>pcrted if

comfortable as possible till help should arrive.

out was posted

The tin. ed stores were rationed out to Ikstany ships came near.

To helo out these rations we used the ricefor about three months.

which the villagers had left and got tapioca-potatoes and 'banahas

from the island and a few pineapples and papaya.

The island itself was about one mile long and a quarter of o

•‘•here were a few wells a-nd springs, but we alwajrs boiledmile wide.

The ducksall drinking WHter. The village had ducks and chickens.

all died off throu,gh stsvation, but the chickens laid quite well and

on several occasions we shot the surplus cockerels for the stew.

two the v;eather'was fine and we treated thethe first wf^ekFor or

whole show rather as a picnic, but later when the rains started we

all began to get fevers and chills and a depression seemed tc set in

The island was very malarial. The Airsiaongst many of the men.

PTOli caught chills about the end ofVice iVarshall and Com.mander PR.

February and early in .March the OomiiandQ died of pneumonia. Later r'

He was very run down when.he arrived andthe Lir Vice Marshal died.

the fever was too .auch for him. also caught a chill earlyliLIVJLRSC:

lie died after about a couple of months.on and never got better.

POOL had a ..jreat deal of pain from his damaged fingers but keiot going

.sTLINB also had fever badly and for the last month hadall the time.

it practically every ni.ght and became toe 'weak to do very much.

0 go of fever earlier on with verv bad hesdaohea for several days.

I had

After a terrific sweat one night I began to get better, but I was

Ad-iira'l ^3P00N1P died at the end of April.never ■•’ealiy fit again.

He had not been .ill at all on the island but showed remarksble'

he suddenly became veryenergy and optimisn all the ti’ie. ].iowe"/er

tirad ^
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.o'-'^^ame very/.. .

sleeT5 sna diea shortly afterwards from ove-sti-sin.

rescued a large

cause of

awful effort even to do the

re was no doctor

net going to he

iiich with feven was the

ti)ne it 'became an

mu,food.gnd' T)r inging in c

>j.red and could not

''(Then we realised that we were

number of men seemed to give hope

many deathsAftsr a

ordinary esmx) work

tropical diseases exceijtab outin the party and no one knew anythin,

We had plenty of q.uinine which we all tookhTEIHo.
regularly hut

altogether and only had the effect

hose with

the sick except

an

could give

offeven this did not keep the fever

The chickens provided a few eggsof weakening us.

tinned milk were the only suitahle

for occasional chieke

We lost alto'gether through disease 19

Cn one day alone two men died

diet we

n  hreth.k.-.

ani'slsnd.

officers and .men on tne

d were buried together in

under thewere dug in the same areaAll the gravesthe same grave.

Three survivors from anothereast of the village.palm trees to the

on 'bv some natives who hade arlyship were brought to our island very

off 8 neighbouring island.picked them u They were a Stoker, a

from the SIMGAP0K3 navalGordon Highlander and a

jy

civilian engineer

During March and April the monsoon

rain v^hich made everything very depressing.

All three died later.base.

changed and brought heavy

short of food but the change to rice affected manyWe were never

as did the sugar.The ships biscuits soon ran outpeople.

Occasionally a few of the villagers returned in their beats to try

and they used to catch fish for us and

This fish and fslso turtle

to salvage some of their gear

we paid them in

eggs helped out our rations.

Our dadilj/- menu was something as fclLows;-

atraits dol'-Lsrs notes.

Tea with milk and bsnsnss.0600.

an egg, fried tapioca .chips,
tea with mi 13c.

One sardine on rice,
bananas and rice.

Bully stew and rice, belled tapioca potatoes, palm tree

celear’j/ boiled papaya
greted coconut, coffee with milk.

One sausage on rice or 'fish snd chips, bananas,
milk.

N
(tafetes like marro^; bananas,/ >

tea and

C300.

1200

1700.

coffee and perhaps turtle eg'gs-Chips snd blackx1900-

/One one occasion



■d ;^^^)erhax-’S turtle eg,js/

On one occasion when the natives returned 3/Sgts.'

of the R.h. 's volunteered to go hack with thera to 3AFl\h Island and see

W/Gdr. rATKINS

G’nTN end L0CK3T

if theg could get in touch with any of the Dutch,

as he was the only one who couldfixed this up with the natives,

The two S/Sgts. set off, hut we never heard of

On another occasion our Ohinese cook hoy went with the

speak their language,

them, again,

natives to SINK3P Island and caiae hack saying we could get a boat

He went off again '.with some money hut didfrom s Chinaman there.

not return.

V/hen we realised that we would hot he rescued Commander .THAMPTON

of the native heats, hut he died before thehe.gan repairs on another

work had got very far and POOL carried on in charge. ■^ith the help

apper staff sergeants,' OrYNi’' LOGKHTT, and DAVIG and some cf

the ratings and a coiiple of IS Div. M.P. 's the boat was eventually ■

of three C!

There was a good supply of tools, rope, paint.made seaworthy.

canvas end other stores in the Pairmile which were all useful..

Hventually ”/ith the help of so,me of the villasjers who hairoened to have

the boat 'was launched on rollers down the beach into thecome hack,

sea where she floated nmth only a slight list and hardly any leaks.

P. 's had been an uxliolsterer in civil life andOne of the Div.

did the sailmaking.

On 14 May the boat was ready tc sail. She was po feet long and

There were about eight of ”3rigged with foresail and mainsail,

still fairly fit and ATKINS dec1 ''’'ed that he, POOL, myself end five

ratings would form the crew' and sail north to GIMTIP Island end tltere

try to get medical aid from the hospital fer the party. A/3. PIGlltPDSOr

'was left in charge of the remainder x'^’actically all of who;n vieve too

ii'eak and ill to do verv much.

Per stores v.’e took a few days rations of bully, milk, tea, coffee

sugar and M. and Y, also a Primus and some cooking pots, a iDarang

entrenching tool and rifle as '-veil as our own kits which all packed

into the boat. The kits were stored forwai'd and in t'he stern.

/.  The water chatties....
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i in the stern/

The water- chatties were lashed to the seats in the centre and the

stores were in tivo tin trunks in the hot ton of the host. Before ■

sailing I nsde about a hundred biscuits out of tapioca flour and

grated cocomit mixed with lard ana eg.: tc melee the dough stick and

cooked in a' fr/ing pan with a dro'o of coconut oil.
and

jQir/tee which we bre' d on the primus in the beet

t/e had them with

whilst we were at

A few da,7s before we left PObh had chop.Ded his fingers badl.y

and these gave him e grea

sea.

-it deal of pain and inconvenience. The

fin,gers that he had squeezed eariiev' on were now he ing nicelgl

On Wednesdav 13 hag POCl got the beat out into the rleexi w/nter

assisted bg t.he locals who guided it tlirough the reefs

Tl^ursdag we loaded up and at 5-30021,. that evening we set sail north-
towards

’.vsrda/S'fii Island on which J had taken e bearing

morning. ’.Ye towed a

It had come with the survivors

Then on

with mv coiapass that

kiff behind us which we hod found on the islahdq

earlv on. Our plan was to reach SYh

.^

away bg dawn and lie up there during the daywhich was about 30 miles

and if necessary re stow the gear.

We sailed all night on a compass course w'ith a fair wind. A few

SLiualls came up but the./ scon blew

sail for thegi.

about ten miles off.

At dawn next uiornin

over end wm- onl.:^ had to shorten

g 15

The wind dropped and we

ilay vve found tnat we ’were still

suent the whole da.y

It became very hot in. the boat and I hadbecalmed within sight c.! Sh;,

another go of fever,

with the biscuits and j)am.

or aircraft.

One of the retirngsbrewed some tea which we had

During the'whole dry we saw no other ships

Towards evening

after dan when we c

the ?/ind got up and we sailed towards Sl-h'.. It was

ame near tne shore and xried to anchor off the

b e s oh. Ow’lng to t.ie current we got carried on to s

althoug’a we tried to pole ourselves we could not ge

Oine rocks and

the rocks., butriiii.ng end

t clear. The boat

just rubbed and ground on . scraping in the sli.ght

on lb Ms.;/sea that was running at the

and as we could do nothing f

ti me. This '.was about two S - T'l 4

urther w'e climbed out

the kit and stores ashore and S'oent the rest

on tc-the rocks, got

of the night there. .

... In-the morning/
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of the ni^rht thej-e,',

In the morning we r'oumi thst we were not on a’i'A Island proper

There washut on a smell one alongside which had no water supplg.

8 native fishing host sailing nearby and ‘V/Cdiu AThI53 arranged for

it to take three of us to TATOH, the port of SIM’'3r Island, and then

Our boat was now useless and highcome back for the other five.

and dry on the rocks.

■During the morning the Wing Commander and two rstingstook the

skiff round to the main i,sland and collected some water. It was

very hard 2® woiWo and we were all pretty eochsusted b ^ this time.

At one p. . i. ATKIkS,' POOL and one rating sailed;:off with the natives

leaving myself and four rstings on the island, ’'’ith most of the kit
at

V/e arranged to meet/DATOH Hospitaland stores to come on later.

if possible. There was a very tiny hut into which fi\'-e of us could

jjust squeeze. 'We only, went in if if rained, otherwise' we lived

I found some tapioca potatoes

and papaya and these fried, with the rations we had, wer^

in the open and slept on the beach.

plenty, t o

keep us going for several dR\'-s. Our maiii trouble was water but this

was overooine bv s heavy storm- We coli.ected the rein as it r8.n

down the trees and stored ail we could in cho.tties and water bottles.

The water we coliectt-;d in a sail was too saltv to use for drinking.

On bofn da.ys we were on this island b sjtall tramp passed sailing

north.

The Mala.ys-.ireturns'^ on vends 7 13 his v and at three p.m. that

afternoon we ell left for DnTCH, taking the rest of cur kit with

us in the boi-at. We arrived at one a. the -P oilowing morning end

as soon as we cai'ie alongside the jfetty one of the HALA

went off to get trenspor^. ■’\fter a rhile a lorry cone

y boatmen

along and

we ss'v that there '’'ere abr' ’t hall’ a dozen Javanese police in it all

wearing Japanese badges. ■^he.y .Loaded cn:'* kit into the lorry

and then took us to Iie3ci4,a ers and f. or'i t’neL-e to the KosLLitsl where

we met ATkllio and PCT'L again.

The Japs went to cur island and brought off ’UCih'-.HDSON and the

rest of the party.

OEL'JTCI on 6 Jun-

Then a few d3, /-s later the;,’- took us all up to



a oopj, with mirr corrections, of PettyThe follow in?: is

list of the party of 45 on heard the fhihhl

310 which left HIThhAPORJ on Fri(3sy 13th Fehraary and landed on 0HUBIi\

Island of the SEVEN BROTHERS ORi'UF on Sunday 15 4-2-

are confirmed hy me as havin

T rv No,t

ficer FHIR3A:1'S

died, survived, etc.Those marked a

NiillE.RANK.

.R,4,ml MALAYA.
A.O.C. E.!.',-.
R.N.

R.A.E.

R.N.

R.N.l. hiv.

Died.

Died.

Died,

Surviver-

Survivor.

Sailed for
BATAVIA.

Survivor,

Died.

Survivor,

Survivor.

Died.

Sailed to

Batavia,

ditto.

Died,

Died.

Died.

Died,

Survivor.

Survivor.
Died

Died.

Died.

Died.

Survivor,

Survivor.

Survivor.

Sui’vivor.

Survivor.

Di ad.

Died,

Survivor.

Survivor.

Survivor.

Survivor.
Sailed to

^  Batavia,

d i 11 o.

Died.

Survivor,

Survivor.

Died in

Singapore.
Survivor.

Survivior.

Survivor.

Survivor.

Deserted.

R/AMl.
A.N.M.

Gdr,

W/Cdr.

3PCCN32.

PULFORD.

FRANPTON.

ATKINS.

-POOL.

BULL.

Lt.

xjij •

A d; 3/il.
Aus. Div.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

STONOR.

HE1DER30N.

RICIlARDSOK.

NAIRBANKB.

KEELING-.

BROUGH.

Lt.

l-t.Suh.

A/Sts.
P. 0.

P. 0.

l/s.

R. K.

R.N.

H.N.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

R.N.

HILL.

GIBSON.

HAY''/COD,

ELO^i/ER.

PJJSSEL. ,
0]K)’'rELIi.

JOHNSON.

AB.

AB.

AB.

AB.

AB.

AB.

AB.
??

R.IT.

R.F.

R.N.

R.N.

R."”.

R.N.

R.N.

H.N.

BAI’L.

TOWNSEi'-iD.

LITTLE.

ODDEM--

Sto. p. 0.

Sto. P.0.

Sto.

Sto.

Sto.

M.Mec.

Ord. Tel.

Crd. Tel.

Sgt,
Cpl.
Pte.

Pte.

Pte.

Pte.

3/3gt.

TUCKER.

JOHNGOGK.

3METHNIGK.

TNEESDALE.

HORF">"f.

SULLY,
ROBINSON.

ROBINSON.

DA'L

SNED'DON.

R, N.

■R.M.
R.H
R. R.
R, h
R. H.

'tYjMIT

S/Sgt.
S/3gt.
Sgt.
Cpl.
'Opl.

R. E.
2.E.
C, N. P.
G.N. P.
G. ;,i. P.

...OCKETT.
DAVIS,
’/RIGHT.
3HRIEE.
SHRIMP'-’CN.

0. M, P.
0 • ,vi. i'.
R.A.?.
R. a.E.

?Gpl.
Gpl. TURNER.

BETHANY.
SMITH.
LI TEEG.

AO.
AG.
Cook.

Gontd,



RAflK. ■

joined on the IslandThe following three survivors

Died =

Died,
Engineer.
D.N.

'Or rd ons,

■Dri:IT. -L% V.
Sto,
Pte.

3GAMM1L
DCHhPT^.

/•
A - -AT TTTC )t. from *-hc19 (inrlrdinp-

(iTow^ loelieved 0.1. )
2 O'/Iissing)

1.

3

Died m the Islond
Died in 3ING-AP0RS,
Sailed uo BATAVIA.
Sailed to 3Am<J^
Deserted
Survivoi’s

■ 1
7 Jun 42)p/’;'/ Gar,ii322 (Arimved GHAFi'tI i

48.Tot al.



J" to A/Cdre. MODIK'sAppendix
Statement.

•' /

DATA OP AlilED SHIPS AND VHSSEIjS ETC. CliPTURED CR SUM JAPAHBSE IN

BAMA STRAITS IH PEB. 1942.

Lt. car. TSliRY and Lt. EROOKE R.K. (both ex p/W)
and an English R.N. and Surg. Gdr. STSPHEIBOI'I.

others including: - Gapt. STEELE (S, STAB’FS) Oapt.
STEHAHT (A.I.P.) lEATS I&jDANIELL (War Corr: Ass. Press)
iliss Doris Lim (Asat. News Reels V/ong Photographs)
P/Lt, DOY/KER. E.A.P.

Lt. CdTo SPAULL, R.N.E. P/Lts. MOORE and GOULD. P/O
RIITHEPlPCRD and YOUNG. McBDRT. 12R.A.P. O.R.

120
RUNG ¥0.

Bombed and abandoned.

ROMPIN

Engine disabled,
captured at MUICOK.

'I
<

Mrs. THOMPSON M.D. G/Capt. And I^rs. NUN
women and children, R.xi.P. O.R.'s Pew A.rmy O.R.'s.

Nurses, CivilianKUALA.

TEN QUON)

PAISiaLS 3^0 R.A.M.Y. X A.V.M.

600 R.A.P. arrived BATAVIA 14 th Beb.IFOH.

About 400 R.A.P. Torp: or rained off BATAVIA. 13 Peb. about

150 sui’vivors imder S/Ldr. FARlvEIR, shipped on.
DERRYHCES.

G/Capt. BROWN 2,000 R.A.P. 100 A.I.P. and some nurses.

6 R.A.P. Officers.

EMPIRE STAR.

H.M.S. DURBAN.

Reached BATAVIA.

H.M.S. KEnAH. 400 H.xA.P.

xA/Commodore MODIN and G/Capt. RICE.A.S.R. LAUREL 105.

H.M. Tug YIN PING.
Sunk

Lto '.ELfllNSON R.N.R., Mrs.. ‘mKINSON, Capt. ATKINSON R.N,.

Oapt.. (E) CHAaiAN, Odr. DOUGLAS Is/r. Leigh HU1«. G.E. and
about 50 R.A.P. O.R.'s and 20 Army O.R.'s plus 10 cre’w.

(Captured)Lts. BDEK, HURD R.N.V.R.M.L. 432.

Lt. HAHOOCK and GRANSEGN plus 3 Off.H.M.S. TAPAH.

H.M.S. PUN WO.

Beached & blown up^

Lt. ROBSON and COOK R.N.V.E.

H.M.S. SIANG WO.
Bombed &. beached.

Lt. GSxANT and SROSSLEY.

S/Ldr. NSY/BRQMER.H.M.S. ROSE MARE.

Capttxred,

S/Ldr. COLDWELL.H.M.S. GIAKG BEE.

Bombed & sunk.

A.B. xARlvISTRONG and Oorp PHILLIPS MARTIN.H.IvLS. DYOmS.

Captured.

H.M.S. mTA HARI. Lt. GARSTON.

Captured.

Ldg. StOo ASHCROFT.M.L. 443.
Sunk.

Cdr. E. ORATON PHILLIPS.

A/C WARING.S.S. HONG TAT.

Captured.

A.S.R. Launch 36.
Captured.

Gnr. DAVES.

M.L. 1062. L.A.C. WOOD.

Sunk.
conod. over.
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TIAI'f KTAN.

Captured.

Cpl. GOffl'IELIUS.

’,V.O. 1. HOSKII©.H.M.S. JAEAK.

Sunk.

S/Sgt. WILSON.H.M.S. FOLA.U SUGGI.

Stmk.

H.ilS. HLTOiAT. Sgt. GRA3BS. Pte. GRANmA2vI.
Sunk.

Grns. SCOTT and NEILLH.M.S. HONG- KIAT.

Sunk.

Lt. ILEY. 4 Off 100 crevf (5Qi; Malay)H.M.S. ERAGOWLY.

S-unk.

H.M.S. GRASSHOPPER. Cdr. HOPRtaR. E.N. -  do -

Sunk.

H.M.S. SCORPION. Lt. Cdr. ASHWCETH. M.R.K.V.R. - do - plus 50 Naval
signal ratings.Sunk.

TBRGAROH.

PANJI.

PING- W.

BULAN.

KUNG WO.

KUALA.

BAGAN. ?  Lt. G,dr. HEGATY.

RBNTAU. S. BADDEISY. Mar. Sup: plus 14 civilians.

REKAU. ?. CHAlvnSRLAIN Asst. - do - plus 14 civilians.

R.A.F. PINNACE 53. Sgt. BULLOCK.

11 tt
54. Sgt. CHALT.

S^.L. 257.

S.L. 258.

M.L. 941.

M.L. 310. ,  Lt. Cdr. CAt.IERY. R.A.N.XLR.

M.L. 511.~ Lt. Cdr. CLARK Col. HIH.. Sub/Lt. STACEY.

pahlay/an: Lt. CORK. M.R. R. V.R.

PANGLMA.

Lt. -.TILKINSON. R.K.R. (killed) and 4 opp.

.All in tow of ROMPIN (see preceding page)

LI WO.

R.A.P. Refueller 1185
- 1186do

328Aircraft tender

262'

contd. over.
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P/Off. MHRTOK mom.

Pt. R.E. BORTOK, E.R.R. 4 off about 230 passengers„
about 60 savedo (of about 65 Aust. Kurses 32 saved. )

Gdr. AJjEXAKDSR Ran shore on PEAK ISLAM).

lac^ .-.ITE CT/AN.

H. M.S. Tnm ffiOOKS.

H.M. Tug TEANG.

Last seen by YIN PING on 14 Peb.H.M.S. IvIALAGOA.

PlflANG.

SOBTI.

H.M. Tur ST. BSEOK.
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'L' to A/Gir.Mr-OTN's
fetatenent.

r  I ■.. .■• tj'ri-^

Previous to "Che War in ivL'iLy'.P;'. , I had 'bean instructed by'my h. C. 0

of airmen, who had

.liinistr-r to SII'TQAx-’Oi-ri; while sea transport

ain considerable numberon the subject of

been sent, out by tiie Air

was aVSialahle,

a cert

to s'rp-it format! oh of certain new Units in Par Past
Corninand.

In the interim they were

Service, and raeny were, in fact,
etc.

to b

I! supernuraary".

e used to the best advanta.ge of the

euipioyed at R.A.P. Depot SDlAiTDR,

Dhere remained s balance^

which the A.C. C. ashed ;iie t

eit her non-technical or not required,

'Air Karines’ , to bolster up
otherwise werf- in that res

o train as

station defence parties at aerodromes ^,yeot,

to provide s guard, on the Gotnbined Onerations Hcom at Gombined Head

quarters SIKE ROAD, SlhGAPrih:, and' similar duties.

An available st.rength of two hundred trained men was

three hundred were actuarly trained

The^r were encamped at our ne

at

f  4-ly built trans

aimed, at, but

something over one time or

another.
it Gamp

and were intensively trained in infsntrry wadjacent to SDLSTSH, ork

by W/Odr. G.R, OHEGBOF, coirViianding the transit Gamp,

as to certain subjects by picked ARiny H. C.C. instruc

who was assisted

tors lent 1 or

the purpose.

ProTii these It n had also beenspare men drawn e cetsin number to be

and although these proved

campaign, they had In fact nothing to do

trained as motor cycle despatch I’iders

moat useful daring the short

! Iwith 'X Party, itself.

What is important

Iste A A/M PULPOHD,

verbally in ray presence, b.vthe A.C

at Headquarters, Sllffi ROAD

fcllowing;-

now is the imp

for thi

lementing of the promise made bythe
then A.C.G. R.A.lh Par hast. This WS3 made

to the .raen of 'X' ‘ty paraded

s pu.rp.'se, and amounts to thd

It I understand that some of

about bein.g drafted to

that you fear that

from the ijractice of your tra

’’■ou men are dif.iident

'X' party, seeing

b.'-such drafting and subsequent

or disappointed,

that you are technicians, and

t enp or a.ry absence

de, you ma,-T fall behind ,vcur con-

temporaries in reinustering, reclassification, or promotion and so

/^f orth



kd so/

‘  forth.

This is no tine to waste in lengthy exijlana ti ons, but I give you

my word that the need is urgent and that I have sshod tha ;;ir Ministry

that if anyone of you suffer in that way, that you should be

automatically advanced in ^parallel_ ’^-itli your conteoTpcraries, subject

only to the proviso that, upon eventual re-posting to a vacancy in your

technical trade, you ensure, by sdeiuate- study and prei^arstion the while

that you can oe.ss sufficient qualifying tests to justify the advance

ment which .you had been granted'on account'.

I would suggest that, in vie^v of the lapse of time since that

promise woo made, and fei'Tjfcering that the i.ien themselves will not

forget, as the letter is of such importance to their cere.ers, that

if W/Cdr. aWTSCh, who trained- and commandecl the 'X' Party, end whose

present a'-^.dress I 'anderstand to be ;-

86 hdelma Road, fedlands, pgRlli, 'Vestern .iustrelia.

hapjpens unfcrtunotel to have lost or been forced to destroy the

nominal roll of 'X' Party, it would be onlw ri-ght to endeavour to re-

ccnstitute this nominal roll by general Inst ruct  i ms, through y.:X0. 's.

that all airmen concerned -ii7ho are still ser'ving, are to .give their

names and addresses, to£^her vvith facts and dates,

inclusion in 'X' Part,=7 in MhXfYh durin.i.

regarding their

the IvLALhYi^N Gamp sign, uch

data to be forwarded throu.gh the usual channels to such de';artiaent of

nistry -may decide so that h/V/X PULprnp' s

hli s

Air Ministry as the Air

promise m&;7 be carried cut.
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1. MeUdiati A«roclr<m».

Aji^iproxi.naicljr 30 Mmy p«r»< oasl end 80:!« S.A. F. porse^.Bdl

»«r« lii«t »«w>r. ri^tl:ig oe tii® e«i*odr^«i OB Mawsb It 1942- Mcm*

harm «v«r Iwen h««rd or jiino® insiiy ji>«O.W. c»apt and It la believed

Uiat there eere do survivors* ^rtor capit latioDt  a vorklsg

party or B.^.7. parsormei und«r ,«/Oiir. yKOW (doce®®«i) repcrtod

a DUja<>9r oi' untouriad Oodles*

Oolonai VAJf dAHll («.ii.2- Amir ..^adiCBl ’aoi*p8) Bant a psrty or

3utoh oTrloara Scd aan to Idantiry and Oury the daad Id-the

OOKBAliO->i.y^^II>JA71 araii. Between about March 18 and 20» this party

found a aua-tbop oi‘ dead I).toft poraonnei wli^d toother In & wood

near and at iUhIj>dA7I they saw a n^nher or deed :)utoh

peraoru’ial but wa:'e foi^iaden by ti^ Japanese to visiit eorae parts oi'

the aarodrorae* They saw n© British dead.

It is coi'.Mdered tiutt Lieut. (}«n,- JMAMmA who established hla

head>iuartera at &ALZBJA7I la respoaolble for this Inoident*

-fc'

r-

’.Titnaasas > Col. VAiS MASIN
a/Ldr. WTHIli, iLA.P.
Ur* MOOT -
nr. asT'BTMK - ■*

- In

I . Am***
»

this camp.

y iediosi Qoips)
^  )

;iot 1b this
OS' ip>

2. SeeiPBntf Inoldent.

On Haroh 6, 1942, e train froa iOKHwOKSHTO to toBD.'.T with

unarmed a.A. paraonnel was at aoked. ounded this train

oooprlalng 2 offleera and 20 other rmnkm end two unwoanded other

ranks as orderlies ware left in a Oftlnese house approx. 6 klloa.

from 8AMPAM0 (southern Middle JAVA),

believed to have been aftot.

■fhe twG one rile a war®

The woundad re-oalnel there for 2 da/a

whan a party of JapatMse arrived and bsycmattad tiuim all.

survivors, left for dead, ere witnesses to this atrooity.

Two

Witnoaaea > Ho. 629801 Cpl. a. flJO.I.'k}, K.yt.7.) ^iOt^in
652942 cpl. j.a. acamow k.a.i^}

60598 7At- ». <5Alh\ a.A. f. )
osinp

/B. POST-CAPITULATION.
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^ B. PITULMTIi-?l.

»r»»ob of fmo of

On March K.’, 19i4*2, la pwliaiaary aaganiatieo# with »«.

MAiailUlii, .,ir Vleo ̂ reaai JtAV^X ot»t«in«d hia agraaaaat to th#

A

3.

tr«*taHi;-.t-oT priao.-ors of war tedor th® (Maws Coiavoatioa of 1^29

rogardlng ta® troatna® t of .luriaoaora of war. cn aaroh I2f 3 aeaior

British offlcara. Air Via® iiarih®! OALtSIt »»«

aria- wjioouiiif, a.i.p sad on® ssnlor Aniariottii ofiieer. Col. BiAHLB

®®nt througti.a fomal of th@ tsmg of 8urr*ftd«r in

♦ 9

BA!iI>0S}®1. . (yt>V«!(U to produos s iJ^ which It was

olsarl.? statsd taat ta@ ienm ot ta» mmxn ConwsntioB of 1929 would

Bealdas uat'.. !<Ukl]tY,AitA, the following Jspsnsss stsff

Haj- r

and Wr. KHOaB,

b« adhered to.

offioara w«r® present at'th® ceroiaony - Col, .OEI» 0.0.a

SlITO, 32 Inierpreter, Lieut. TACaiaAMl, A.D.C

* ♦

• $

assistant Japanese Coaoul at who had hm& Interned''hy th»

Dutch at the start of the war.

dooumoTit and i{a4.

Goi. viSiULl has a copy of the

Ul’fWSLL hurt®! m copy in JAVA.

ILACyauSTT'e copy was taken from hiw by too Japanese.

■ien. Brig.

liiraediiate aresoh.

On Mfireh 20, hej. Uaxu hi Wall,, A/Cdro. aTkYOH, Brig. I^asoif
and O/Capt. BI8iKJi> were suitKisoriad to BA^aiOSW for ioterrogetl

-.These offlcera een mil toll their own atory.

cc.

n refusing to give

sway military laformation, tmee offioera w#r« confined for k weeks

leas tnree deys arid subjected to considerable unpleaaenthess*
.iedieol rn itmm - Col. VAK

■’iubaeLaeot lireucn.

Cn May 5, .Mejor fAhACI, utsi'f Officer to^MaJ.’ Qen. SAITO,
i/o JAVA P.O.H. Crganiaotioo inferaied .LV.:-:. MALTSY that JapaK

was not bound by either the 1929 or the 190? Coav«*ttons beeaua® of

on alleged sinking of a Japanoee hospital ship, but JapaR,
love for ?.G.9. 'a would do '«het she could for tho&m

out of

Witnaaa - Lieut. HDLxigWJfci, Ji.g.l. .'levy (not la this caap),
fltholding of ....edioal u;>i.liee.

The Japanese refused to issue jeadloal supplle# for the treat

ment of sick P.0,!..’8 - over 100 deaths occurred in first six 7eeks.

Urn

/tfitnessss . .
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A.^ endiz "H" -
to />/(;dre. iiojlH’e 8tat«mant>

'.dT Oi?' GonmiMiim by aim aoMnosoBs aodw tv 3k wcgiai
OF ?>JLL

jf/O C.R. KN0WI.58.

o/o Cormaerclal Banlt of Austrsll 12 Old Jury, I.C.2.

Has detailed inl’omBtlon i*eg8rding BIJtilAiPOHi;.

y/X»t« pO><Naj]^« R« >»« /*«

c/o Australia House.

Has detailed icifomation regarding JATA.

aAdr. JULIAN. i:.ru%,A.i

*• f

£Jt

o/o Hew aealand House.

Mea detailed Infomtation relating to IL.LlYA snd JaVa end Fighter
Operetiona xn th^t area.

57 i^adeirc Road, Leytonatone, £-1i.

Hrk detriled '.vn cT casualties'iii dAV’i-., etc.

Ca ̂ t. J.o. gOHNr;cif* rings Loyal

Avooedo i.odgo, FROMFKOT, BeiiRUda.

*S8 A.D. C. to the aovftjmor oJf rT.''Ki.'.
regarding atrooitles at ifCKDSK.

il&s latailovi iBA 011*1® 11 OB

Gpl. flOKHiiLIU;. -A,a,W.

The 'fill Houro, DA^LiaH, 3e¥cn.

Has detailed infornstlon on lUfKi^P IPLANE.

’A/Cdr. T. XIHd.

Clophlll, Bedrord:ihire.

May Have details about yT7r.Di£K.

F/0 TSS:-.mr,^

Oak Bank, RTS, fluBRex.

Hbb detuila regarding JAY;.

542818 sgt. msMLrrr. a.R£J1 R. »t,F. (h/^. Clark. SIMS P.O.J.P).1

Two Aoreo, Wolton B«.y, GLViYiv'XH, i;omera*»t.

Has detailed liii'crmatl cm cn fl JIfKSi’ 131A17D.

a/Ld r. PUOK ivK I .

Tntelilgertoa work in CiSYLON.

Bmagt <Z.iy{',)m

2 Cuinp Road, KORBaRI 'm&i, Maitland, ;5outh Ai'rioa.

Has doteilet! Ini'orrjietion rtigoi'ding 15«li'J.wn who wore vuie.i with the
Australian Hiatera on BaKKA 13LAHD in Feb 42.

/2.
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I  isa Vlu.» Cryaseut,

Hcc dataiis-i InJTcr iatIan .“bout ?A7w.wtBiUai

y/o <K*i.

sacra Houssa, l^owwore, I3I/1E OF I.‘W*T, j0otl>3iid

Civil jBll s% MV1I70E.Datsi-a r ra
sa

Q.F.n. H.y.K.

72 Station Ararua# aiSBCWlf, Isl® of #lsht.

Ksa infcru'jitico regKrdlns: Jsll at ■iWTri;,

3gt. SJfXTS. ac/Bl ArUUfgg.

mWA ir.LAHD.

Vla-tuot Vills, TKUFO, Oarnwsll
and
oal. wymn,

jMi9th *,8n«. So. 3 Trevethan, FAiJMCUTH, Oomwall.

jtfay hi'^va datsila of iixim'a of A.A. aattery at f/.LMBAIitJ.

y/0 yxKWT.

e/o AuotrEliun Broudceasini; uourdSMion, afUSSf, lew iiouth Australis,
and CJisr Streat, Aseot, Bki.Sl^ka,, .?«8tei‘n Australia.

Bux'iea 't(/Qcir» UhAdttALi* at sett.

onr, WS1Q2T. 9109i46>Jit4. a.At yilaanar of >«6r.

May have details of of a. A. dsttar/' at

;  (A.D.G. toIlk.
Cn? end Kings f i’slx l.¥. 3.

Infcreisticn r»g.. .rdtiiu dantliS of l/Adml. di'OCd.'n;i;v and a,V.,^. iUiJDIiD.

*;.ocgs« u.

Kaatarii Oats, aenway Moa4» BKCHCtBCVB, lXEt.';IllGildi.

Details ©1 Air ...ea Sasou® ooasi® and rescue pai'somial.

■ f**
2^

kfeior ivT-

Oponwood, TlLFtiRD, burray.

May as aulte to supply lifio of A.A. Guiiiidi's at P/lISiB/iffi - raf. Sebotsge

10 Belvedere Criva, ^liaLKDOW, ICKDOM, a.S.19.

;.-.illtary information regarding i-ALKSBAUfa.

lajrmaMttel* It. Gdi'-. KTP'fUF.

.  f*
a\4.:jl

illii vary iJttfori6ation ragardliig f«ixs.gliAiJi>.

/3.
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..’1. .s5>u.vT. mgmimi,*, .HtA.if.1t
AIR HEADQUARTERS - SING
q/capt.
C^Capt.
q/Capt.
G/Capt.
C/Capt.
G/Capt.
C/Capt.
W/Cdr.
W/Cdr.
w/Cdr.
«/Cdr.
f/Cdr. a.A..R. HAS
w/cdr.
W/Cdr.
■«/Cdr.
»/Cdr.
«/Cdr.
W/Cdr.
»/CdP.
/Cdr.

a/Ldr>
a/l4r.
s/LdP.
S/Ldr.
sA>ir.
S/Ldr.R«T. A.S.CILT^
S/Ldr.
r/Lt.

ISALOKSY
JCiRRAY

D.G.B0DD1S

CQLUife^

£ . CAVE
c. (iOFF:5af

LEFSVRE
ROSS
DA?XS
ommu
fABSm

BRIGGS
C.G.H.LEWIS

f.HEWAH
TDCKEY
HaAUIa

(
OHAilLl'aM

c.s.o.
C.A.
R.K.O.

)
GOODE )

S.Ji.VlDES
BUBGi;2S
JtSAIdfflAlSlKL
WELCH

C *A. & t tAt

DH. ii££. A.M.W.D.
P.O.W.qcwb* OjKtt. BoaU’

•  (elao 205 Sidn.)
•1»
itoT.
AP».

C.H.O.

Chaas. isfarfera

P.C.f.

P .0 .w.
P.C .1.
P.O.t.

Off.
Ore*

Qta

S.S.l.A.L.O
Mat.
Org. (also Horgroup)
piiotoB (alao TraiJaiog and P.n.!l,)
Liai#«B Off. M.i;.I.
D.C .T.O.
U«t. M.T. Off.
OHapIaixi & falfara

• *

? (MAI)
P.O.”.

F.O.«•
P.O.f.

T) A.I.D.
Doi&b Diapc^l
lAi. GatttriSi; Off
Plaas ♦ l«onrv4»»at3,
ra-Lororeisg airoraft

P.O.A.
P.O.V.
P .0 •
r.0.1.
P.O.f.

VALL
HASOJS )

Q.miL)

W.A.C.PKICE
DAYIKS
BaIMBRIDGE

cim

y/0
f/O

A.-^K. ■
Caad. fire Officer
Defesice Cifieer
Cmd. C* of A.
C<satr@l Rcc. Off. (B.P.S.O.)

P/O
p/0
P/0
p/0

(also f.L. & Susiatra)
P.O.".
P.0.f.
P.o.f.

*/Cdr.
«/Cdr.
S/Ldr.
s/Ldr.
i»/Cdr.

BARLEY
aiLIS-SAiffifO®
HOWELL
CLOOSTOli

LESTER
CRDB®AR
TJHLiY

Ops.
Cpa.
Observer Corps
fil'6«r Roc*
filter Boon

f/0 ?.0.f.
p.o.t.P/O

*/Cdr.
s/Ldr.

C.O.FORBES
BRIGGS

ST'ATIQN^. MALAY Q

G/Capt. H.M.X.3R0^M

%/Capt. . . .MaoCAULEY, H.A.A.i.

(also smPLAK, Java)

^so' p.2 sw^mA)

/xallamc.
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«/car.
C/Capi.
s/lAr»

P.0.1.

p.0.f.
c.a.xiooi.^

wacar

{g»p®. nO«a)
»  (alBO 4 A.aX.O.)f

G/Cckpt.
P.O.f.

c Jl.MCSLi. «/0 Naval ft JSUitary Clut>
Alfrad plae«t

IffiLBOURNIi.

w/Mr.
n/GAr.

KEDAti

K Party (P/O a»4p- & P/O SOiAROS)

niflioa PA3-.»iil

S/I4r.

CAM Party iiCCOT A®«t.)

IPQK

C & M party Ct/O 451 M.O.)

mmk

CAM Party

Y,n,x.i. LUki^tti (Aero)

S/Cfflflr.

KLiAai'AN

l/Cdr.

■KLUiLNO

l/Cdr.

PORT Sv

CAM Party (sAjir. lUHlAK)

CAM Party

(ala© Nor^oapPORBBS
DUaCAB

C 4

(a®© 27 s%teFOILE

(alsoijAHuar. 0.5.0.

^aoCOUtBSL

(ala£.P0yfiLL

^
(alao PAKAS BA^O)

.)

 f.Gp.)

205 Sqda.)

o P.1)

P.C .1.

/Si
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siAva
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0/1
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*CH
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Appendix 'P» to A/Cdr». MOPIN's rapcrt

following is a statement by Captain J.C. JOBKSON, Kings Loyal Regiment, Avocado
This state-Luage, PROSPTiCT, Bermuda, who was A.D.C. to the Governor of SlKGAPOHIi:.

ment was made to A/Cdre. MDDIN.

The following particulars relate to MDH[)EN CAMPt-

DAYS SIKCS At'^HIVAL ON 11 Nov h2im DEAD

186 10523 Feb

8 Mar 194 123

12619512 Mar

196 13117 Mar

13419720 Mar

13719923 Apr

6 Apr

6 Aug

Approximately 250 deaths in the whole camp including

201

206

131

268

3 executed

' 19 bombing casualties

1 factory accident

2 senior officers




