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REPORT BY AIR COMMODORE J.W.B. GRIGSON
ON
RAD, ACTIVINTSS IN THE PRLOPONESSOS

22nd AFRIL, 1941 ©0 29th APRIL, 1941,

G o S e Sy EmT

On the evening of 21st April, 1941 the &ir Officer Commanding,
B.&J., Greece detailed me to proceed to ARGOS to take charge of
R.AF, in PELOPONESSOS, including the fighter rearguard and evacuation
of such persomnel as could not be evacuated from the ATHENS area,

I arrived at ARGOS by air on 22nd April, 1941 at 0830 and
found a nucleus staff under Flight Lieutenant W.S. JUIS already
established in a well concealed canp near the main landing ground
which latter had been in use by the flementary Flying School of
the R.H.A.F.. TFlight Lieutenant JENEKS' perty had a /T set operating
at their camp,

The main landling growyl at Al RGOSwas completely lacking in
any forwm of cover in which to conceal the fighter aircraf't, nowr
viere there any shelter trenches for their personnel, I therefore
decided that they must be operated from the smaller landing ground
theee miles North where there was a telephone and where the Greek
P, 7,3, aircraft were concesled in an extensive olive grove, There
were also ample trenches and other accommodation for the peirsormel,
1iy operational headquarters and a /T set were established here,
Experience at LARTSSA, ELEUSIS and MENIDT had shovm cleawly that some
form of concealment was essential as an antidote to the Gexman low
flying machine gun attacl in addition to anti-aircraft defences.

The anti-aircraft defences available on 22nd d4pril were
two Greek Bofors and two Greele Hotchkiss machine guns at the
northern L.G. and one Greek Hotchkisg at the southern main L.G.

A site in extensive olive groves South of the main L,G., was
selected as the bivouac area for R.A.['. personnel sent down from
ATHENS for evacustion, Two schools in ARGOS wexre ot from the Gresk
Air Force for lthe same purpose,

All available Huriicanes arrived at ARGOS from ATIENS ares in
the af'ternoon of 22nd 4pril, 1941 and were parked in the North L.G.
olive grove, No ground personunel had arrived, Greelk airnen
(of whom some 60 of the Zlementary ¥.T.S. were still present) were
used for this and for re-fuelling,  These alrcraft were fired on
by the Greek Bofors when circling to land and one was put out of
action,

During the evening and night of 22nd/23rd April the R.A.F.
persomnel {or evacuation hegan to arrive by road,

On the morning of 23rd Jjpril a fighter offensive patrol was
desgpatched over the ARGOS=iTIGAPA-LAVRION area to cover the movement
of troops to collecting areas and arrival of ships, Reconnaissances
(Hurricanes) were also sent to Northern EUBOBA and to the road
ARTA-MISOLOYGAL; very little movement seen,

From a comrounication received from I1.Q., B.A.F. Greece
(5.180 Ops. 22/4/41) it appeared to be the intention to attempt to
operate evacuvation lamd-plsnes from ARGOS and flying-~boats from
NAUXLIA in daylight, T consgidered this quite impracticable in
the Tace of tle eneny air activily which was rapicly intensifying,
and signalled urging that evacuation aircraft should arrive between
sunset and dark and leave before davm,
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Additional British anti-aircraft (two neaqy and some
Bofors) under IMajor Pulford began to arrive on 23rd April, The
heavies were placed between the two landing grounds and two of the
Bof'ors at the South landing ground; the remainder going to the
North landing ground,

During the morning of 23rd fApril enemy sircrif+t bowmbed tie
merchant vessels off NAUFLIA, which were being cleared ready for
evacuation use, They had arvived during the night 22nd/23rdipril
and one conteined mules for the Greek Army and the other high
explogive, The mule ship was sunk and the explosive ship, whose cargo
was being dumped into the sea off NAUPLIA point, was set on fire,

She eventually blew up ot about 1900 hours, causing extensive .
demage to windows in NAUPLIA,

Consequently a W/T signal was despatched on behalf of
Sea Transport Officer to Army Force Headquarters saying that he éid
not congider evacuation by day in merchant ships feasible and
suggesting destroyers arriving and leaving in darkness,

During the morming of 23rd April -five re-~inforcing Hurricanes
arrived from CREIR, While on the main L.&. one of them was
destroyed by an enemy bombing attack, having failed to get off with
the other four to attempt to repell the attack, The other four
landed at the Forth L,G, where unfortunately, one ren into a mullah
and was so damsged as to be out of action,

On the afterncon of 2%xd April the offensive patrol and
recormaissances of the morning (see para. 8.) were to be repeaved,
One recomnaissance aircraft and six of the patrol had taken off
when a very large force of enemy fighters (30-L0 ¥e,110) appeared
and, after silencing the Bofors guns (some of the Hotchkiss contimed

 to fire), they subjected the North and South landing grounds and

the olive-tree alrcraft park to the most thorough low flying attack

I have ever secn, fhe attack began at approximately 1600 hrs, and
lasted till 1640, Some 1, T, on the road near the North L,G, were slso
attacked and set on fire, Thirteen Hurricanes on the ground and one
in the air were destroyed as well as a number of Greek aircraft on

the South L.G, and in the olive tree alrcraflt park,

The recommaissance again reported no great activity on the
ARTA=KMTSOLONGAT road,

Pilot Officer B, ASINULA, E.A.F.V.R.,(a Greek linguist and
with a wide inowledge of Greece) proposed that he should go by car to
ALANATA to reconnoitre the possibility of evacualing persomnel in
local craft, Owing to the increased mumbers of R,A.F. persomnel who
had besn sent to the ARGOS area and to the shipn sinkings which had
occurred, I agreed to this propossl because it seemed unlikely that
all the R, A.F'e and Army personnel then present could be evacuated from
AUFLY e

Between sunset and dark on 23%rd April one Sunderland and three
Lockheed Lodestars arrived, Parties for evacuation were detailed for
them in accordance with an order of priority which had been indicated
by f.Q., B.A.F. Greece, <‘hey left before daylight on 24th April,

/cont...o



184

19,

20,

21,

22,

23

In consequence of the obvious impossibility of protecting
the surviving Hurricanes while on the ground, and of the fact
that they were so utterly out-numbered by the enemy as to be
non-effective in Greece, I decided that they would be of more
value based upon CRETE and employed to protect ewacuation vessels
during the daylight portion of their voyages when nsaring CREIE.
I therefore ordered the =iz serviceable Hurricenes, plus one flyable
but not it for opevations, to leave for CRETE at daylight on
24th April and signalled S,4,F,0. CRETH, HQ, BAF, GREECE, HY, RAF, IE
and HJ, BTG accordingly. Unfortunately, owing to damage to the
W/T set sustained in the enemy attack of the afternoon, only part
of the signal wes transmitted, A second signal was made through
Army ¥/T channel (NAUPLIA) on 24th April,

During the night of 23rd/24th April the Sea Transport Officer
expected to be able to evacuate a number of troops and suggested
that I should send down 500, This was done Tt no evacuvation
was possbile,

Barly in the morming of 24th April, Group Capteain LEE
arrived from ATHINS to assist in administrative matters, At the
same time a favourable weport was received by telephone from
Pilot Officer ABHIMOLE regarding evacuation possivilities from
KATLAMATA, I therefore decided that Group Captain LEE and the 1,700
(approx) officers and men still at ARCOS should go by train and raod
to KALAMATA for evacuetion thence, either direct to CREIE or to
the island of KRYTHIA, as a safer preliminary then remaining on
the mainland, They left before noon after destroying their
technical vehicles., The Army Movement Control, WAUFLIA, and later
Brigadiey LER, then commanding PELOFONISS0S, were duly informed,

Tireless communication from the Southern L,G. Camp was
re-established during the day, but unfortunately the cypher
officers who had been detatbed for duty (Pilot Officers HDGELL and
COLEMAN) went off with the KALAMATA party with their cypher books,
An attempt was made by telsphone to get them back from KATAMATA
but it was subsequently found that their cypher books had been
destroyed snd consequently Group Captain LER did not send them back,
A trensposition cypher was therefore inaugurated instead,

During the day, 24th April, enemy ailrcraft were continuously
active and made several attacks on hoth the North and South landing
grounds and on i,T., on the road, Group Ceptain LER's party were,
however, successful in getting away unscathed, It is noteworthy
that, the 2,000 odd persommel who were concealed with their M.T, in
the olive groves remained undetected. This was undoubtedly due to
the care which wes observed by all ranks to remsin hidden {rom
enewy aliveraflt,

Between gunset and dark of 24th April two Sunderlands
landed at NAUPLIA and were loaded during the night with R.AF.
personnel, including four R,A.F. injured, and also with Major-
General Sir Ivor lMcKay (Commander 6th Australian Divigion) and
one menber of his staff, who had been sent from Army Force H,{.
f'or air evacuation, These aircraft left at about 0230 L,T, on

25th April, The {our ReA,F, injured came from a Dressing Station which

had been improvised in a Church at WAUPLIA by Flight Lieutenant
GRIWFIN, It contained both ReA. . and Army patients and the way
in which it was heing run reflects great credit on Flight Lisutenant
GRIFTEN,

SeonBaes
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During the night 24th/25th April the 500 R, A,F. persormel
who had been sent to WAUFLIA area on 23rd foril (see para 19)
as well as about 250 R+, F. personnel who had gone to NAUFLIA on
arrival from ATHENS owing to mis~direction by Army guédi’s, were
evacuated to CRETE in ships under arrangements by the Arvy lMovement
Control, TUnfortunately one vessel, the "ULSTER FRIICE", was run
aground when being brought into NAUPLIA, She was duly destroyed by
an eneny J.U¢87 squadron on the morning of 25th April,

On the 25th April low eneny air activity continued, periodic
attacks being made with bombs and machine guns on the two landing
grounds in spite of the fact that the number of Boflors guns had by
now increased o about eight,

I wasted much time and enepgy trying to locate the concealed
headquarters of the Lomy O0fficer Commanding Troops in the
PELOPONESS0S (Brigadier L’:}E) and later Force Headquarters, While
doing so I found Avny officers similerly engaged, Brigadier LER
stated that the 4.4. defence of the Forth landing ground could not
be strengthened and sgreed that its use was consequently not a
feasible military proposition.

On the afternoon of 25th April Force Headquarters was found
and there General HAYWOM (Military Mission) and Admiral TURLE
(Maval Abtache) asked to be informed if a Sunderland was coming that
night to fetch them and some members of the Greek Government whom
they had with them, In due course they were told that no Sundsrland
had come =znd one was asked for for the following night,

A vequest was also mede to Headquerters, R.A.Ie Iliddle Tast
for land aircraft to come in on the evening of 26th April but a
reply was received to the effect that this was not possible,

On 26th April I reported to the G,0,C. Force Headquarters
(General Sir Uenry TE.":'l.lson) and again asked for a strengthening of
the light A, A. defence of the ARGOS landing ground against low
flying attack as a requisite to bringing back fighters, The .0.C*
said that he had not got the means required and agreed that the
lending ground was not therefore useable,

I found that arrengements had been made by Group Captain
PELLY for a Sunderland to teke off Ceneral WILSON and his party
(including General HAYWAFD etd,) from VLOIL on the night of
26th April, I therefore reserved passages for my Headquarters
oarty of 20 in this aircraft,

During the day, 26th April, enemy air activity was much
intensified against the roads through ARGOS and southward and
2,000 parachutists seized the CORINIH Bridge., Troop carriers
also landed at FERYALI landing ground nearx CORIITH, Special
precautions were taken against troop landings on ARGOS South
landing ground which was wery suitable for the purpose,

I attempted to prepare for flight to CRETE a Froctor aircraft
which had suffered demage which did not preclude its flying, but I
was unable to repair a bullet-punctured tyPe, I succeeded in
flying it from the North to the South aerodrome getting well shot
at by our own A«A. in the process, But, as a result of this
experiment, I did not consider the machine could be taken off in
the starlight with one flat tyre, I therefore destroyed it,

/cont. 5. e
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335, My Headquarters party of 20 moved down to MYLCI on the
evening of 26th April to find that all but 16 of the capacity
of the Sunderland had been filled, I therefore embarked 16 and with
Flight Lieutenant JENKS and two wireless operators (Sergeant XKAY amd
Corporal MESTON) with a W/T set I made South with two cars,

b, During the daylight of 27th April we lay up under trees South
of TRIPOLIS and received great hospitality from the local
inhabitents, “hnemy air activity on the road was continuous,

1 During the night of 27th/28th April we drove to GITHION
vhere we found that the R,A.F. party (part of Group Captain IER's
contingent) which had been there, had gone., We could not
telephone to Group Captain LEN at KALAVATA because the telephone

lines had been demaged by bombing,

56, We then went on to MONEMVASIA where General FREYBURG
(Cormanding ANZAC Corps) hed his headquarters and whence evacuation of
troops was planned to occur,

5 s Here ‘{VT communication Wes established with HQ, R.AF. 3 HM.E,

38, s The Army Headquarters believed that a Sunderland was coming
on the evening of 28th April and H,4., R.4.F., M.BE. was asked for
coniirmation in order that arrengements might be made, Vo reply
could be obtained and at 2000 L,7. the /T was destroyed.

39, The party embarked &n HVS "HAVOG! during the night
28th/29th April, reaching CRETE in the morning of 29th April,

40, I wish to Dbring to notice the following for their good
viork and devotion to duty during the period covered by this
report =

'light Lieutenant N,S. JENKS, R.APLV.R,

Sauadron Leader E,Gs JONES, Officer Commanding, Wo, 80 Squadron,
Flight Lieutenant W.P., GRIFPIN, Royal Air ¥orce Medical Service.
No,567623 Sergeant KiY. - Wireless & Blecthrical lechaniec,
No,517296  Corporal HESTON - Wireless Operator,

No,590801 Sergeant STRINGER. G. - Clerk G.D,

No.791153  A.C.Z2, CASSAR = Driver Petrol,

i, Considerable assistance was received from the Greek Air Force,
particularly the local senior officer at ARGOS, Wing Commeander
ARGONYORPOLIS, This assistance was only made pvossible by the fact
that Flight Lieutenant JENKS spoke fluent Greek and had already
established cordisl relations with these Greek officers,

hie I was most impressed with the eifectiveness of the German
dive bombing attacks on shivs and similar small targets, and with
the deadliness of their low flying attacks on sircraft on the ground.
Adequate means to counter the latter must be found, Suggestions
are :-

(i) Concealment so as to render difficult the selection of
objectives.at which to shoot,

footty. e
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(ii) Intense machine gun defence, the gunners being shieldgd
so ag to give them the maximun fighting chance,

(iii) Dispersion of landing grounds in depth so that aircraft
are on the ground as little as possible while within
range of enemy fighters,

(iv) Righter cover while re-fuelling is in progress on forward
landing grounds,

(v) Pens with bullet proof head cover and with a traverse wall
in front of opening,
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H.G., B.AF., Middle Zast, Air Commodore,
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