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REPOR? BY PrIOHT LISUTEMANT W,P, GRIMFIN, MUDICAL
BHANCH, ROYAL AIR FORCE

After the wlthdrawal of the remainder of =y previous u_zlt iy
frem the Epirus front, I was attached to No.35 4.5.F., at DAFLU
near sthengy on e 19th of April, 18<4l. 7Twe days later ordsre
were peceéived eeoufining all personinel to Camp, shortly to be
followed by ths order to " standby st an hour's notice to
avacuate the Camp". The following day, April 29rd, at 1315 hours
I was ovdered by 0.C. 85 4.5.F. 1o proesed in my ambulance to
ARGOS (releponessos), forthwith., The unit accompanied
by He.d2 A.8,P. was 4o follow at 2030 hours. ' .

ly ambulanee carried our comrlete nedical squipment,
and basides the ﬂt'lvbr*, L. 8.0. Henderson, mecdlcal orderly, wae
vith us. Ve passed ILEUSIS acrodrome shortly aftor & voery
heavy alr rald and followed *he coastal mad of HiT.C1I9 BAY.
LA B nuumd YEQARA, a heavy v»ald toolk _1,::1:'-00, a6 n result of
which she large Peirnl asnd a.munition cumpg were pubt on five.
e had teo take cover several tims on the roed, on account ol
Jow-level wachine gus attecks by Gemsen U, 1,110 sirerait,

NTH in davikaess and *=re arrroiching
ARGOS when £ od by Tisut.Colonel FHRUILGE (Welsh
MlSil‘O..o;. - was than advised to rvrocead Airect te the now
of NAUPL ,J}l‘, :z-‘s whicii »l W i '«'t 2500 hours that
avening. 0 evrivai, I OO dar MR,

the 8.T.0. 01 the pozd U '.33.1 Nitirleer

the timGe. I hisd known

me tno assiet hin An oﬁ;‘

ferrics, ctC.,.with

had no liglson ouz 3

iavolved o visit

numerouns and ."!.eng_j i

unvwilling Greekh par-

anmpulance we¢ were un Dwom davm
the outer anchervage of .. ,'T‘» ".
caprgo of BOO tong of hig
preparaticn Tore tho eﬁbarﬁuu_om
moLor enil mg_' cipall wverve :g".‘~'.-.g;c;r3- LY
of H.,0. perascnnel to do is woik,
for thelyr services.

T

. n the meanvwhile we knew that laege numbora of
's:mo:ps WEVS ST v:‘en' in tha outekirts of the towm. T4 was
wisely deeided %o Lllo =o vehleles and only the: -minimms nuwben
oF ncc:c.asm_y ‘pG!"SO‘JﬂcL into the towm ltself. &% about 0500 hours
German ceconnalissance 2iverait passed over and _:.»ccm noitered the
ARCOSB arca where thaey wore sppge gud Wy heavy AJA. Pipe,
houy and a hal? lateyr a geriss o.L heavy raids tool&. nlace over
thet arce and continued until dusk.

I decidsd to.eatablish a P.i. Post near the pori
and of f=-lovded our unvi'n'mm'u i@ Little tree-covered sonere
' lergEant Pilot

Hurwicane by

near the port. AL about 0330 hpurs a
who haed been wounded mc‘ had k,mc"pm’ Frog
narachute the wrevioug deoy was bheought Lo
came Heprgeant Green of L1l1 Souadron who
during a low-level nachine gun attael on i
day. DBoth of these I trok to \,ho FOLTTITON oi
in town and eperaiaed on them hewre.

o/
vce?) o5 o



At noon, our turn cama, when eight Tunkers 88 alreraft
bon : v : 1 be Glm Vnuq got seven

ﬁw ﬁrludp an

the.beach to
g.d rlied firet
66 , mm a) the wounded.
ot Tob Syttt 38 s Vi i S, epon
pital for o s By this time paniec spre
ad only three very nervous nureing otaff were in
~ The y Oreek ¥.0. who scrompenied me there and
i ve pneesthetics for me excused himself ond dashed
- had to earry in the (atients ourselves, and get them
' to bed whilet walting Tor the theamtre to get ready. A few cheery
worda to the nurses worked 'wonders snd their morale was soon
restored. Iy party now cons.sted of the Reverend J. GILL,
R.A.F. Chaplain, who had arrived that morning at the port from
ARGOB, 1,A.C. HENDPRCM, medical orderly, nnd T.A.C. SURTIES,
i aﬁmlmn driver.

The theatre and lnetrinents were soon ready, and the two
first major cases were (one under local cnncsthetle:~ Sgte BULL
R.E., gunsiiot wound of heart and left lung, and " /Opr.'’ _.C‘I“u,
R.N.V.R., gunshot wound of pelvise. iflenderson esscisted e at the
table and the | adre made himsclf most usoful nos theatre nrdcrly.
A% about 1430 hours a mescenger fron (rec's TTeadpuarters arrived
to mform @ that the town was com letely evecuated and that
we wervadvised to ¢lear out as acon as poecibvle as the ".3. Tanta
Clara Valley Which had gtili got 5600 tons of high explosives on
board, was trming fiercely and Arifting to ards the town, and
was e tohlow up at any mmant.‘. Heanwhile, . somgbody had ordered
TA,C. Burtess to move off with the ambulance, and ao we were
feirly wolil stranded. The ‘Jndm want off and found o dagerted
famhulmlce not far away nnd agked Y, "0, AV ", 8 N . of 84
“gqua’ron te drive it for hin

-

I then sshked the puc“re %0 teke avay ~ur two ojeration
cages and two or ithres alking eases to sn srpecd roint aboud
four nilvs Mort: of the town and to send Loek the ambul-ance
for the renaining cazes. We sent a nurvee with these prtlients
" and en 0l1d Greek doctor vho had just turned up. In the zeantlme
four nore cascs requirernd oreration snd v»e eorried one The
smbulance returned and we %¥eaded on our prtiente ourcelves, and
three 814 bedridden civil cases fronm the hospital ~ho would
othamrise have heon left unettonded. Having sent these off with
the remaining staffy, I borrowed an em by i5-cwt army truck
driven by an 1.5, Staff Tergeant and returned to our P.l.. o8t
for my medical eguipment and then collected another wounded
sailop whom I had becn tol ™ wms lylng in 2 c¢ho2l house and
proceodsd out to our safety point lorth of the town. Here I
found the padre with the natients and staff as coulortiule ag
pogsible under the circunstancges. . wounded “.2, rrlvnte was
brought in Just thenm and f had ro open up 2is8 ‘oot which had a
very nasly suppurating wounde e ure busy with this whem,with
a deel’'ening roar, the ship blew up ia ihic harvour. 7arge pieces
of uetal snd other debrds woepre thrown nony wiles around 11 snd
we were pretly glad to have moved out lw i"rmu’unr‘i. “hen cume the
trek back to town with the wounded. "The unovenent nd shifting
about was foo nuch ffor osur chest woundé cage o died very
peacefully and without pain Lefore we relurned.

The ecivil hospitsl was s8till standing, but the glaza in
the windows was shattereds The pntiento were glven hot t:2 =na
{ those who could hove it) some bully teef mnd hLiscuits. fter this
we returned to our ', . Tost wnder the trees, cleaned out and
alped. the ambulﬂnco smd turned in, very weary, for a few hours'
r@88te

sganwh1le, -ore ghips had come into port nnd shortly ofter

e f
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(ndmm hell was let loose:-~ +two of the ships were hit and on'filre,
#hile the mads and surrounding hllls mnd velleys were bombed
and machine gunned incessantly.

I understood that a 9taff conference wes to be held near

the town on the ARGOE Read at 1000 hours to arrange detalls of

the evacustion Plan and dccided to ettend. It was held in a
eattle steble and I wos able to make asrrengements for the evacua-

tiomn of my wounded, and to ask for 20 stretcher bearers ito attend
at the port at 2200 hours that evening. I met Captain J.R.S.
CARMICHARYL, R.A.¥.C.s; who offered to return with me accoupanied
by a eolleague of his, Captain J.B. SHI¥L, who had no duties io
detain him. 7

- As. the bombardment was heavy, it seemed that there would be
further casuel bies, so0 I deelded to open up 2 station wheres casual=-
4ies copuld he recelved and adeguately dealt with. The elvil
hospital doctor told me that he was "eclosing down" and we had
rerforce to remove our wounded elsevhere.

A Greek church near the port seemed to me Lo he sultable
and we sceordingly moved the wounded there. "'e were right in our
supposltion, as very soon more cases started arriving. Rations
were begged and stolen from deserted lorries, blankets were
collected and stretchers arranged arcund the churech floor - and
the patients moveéd in. '

ok |

My stafl had by now increased by the two medlcal officers
who had volunteered 1o help mej L. A.C. 'ITCHAYN, medical orderly
211 Sguadron and A.C. HACKMILLAN who joined us later. The staffl
was thues componsed as follows i=- '

F/lieut. 7,P, ORIFFTN 23154 8.1.0,(gelf)

8/Ldr.the Rev.J,JILL, R...P. Chaplaln.

Capt. J.B. PHIEL, P.123106 BeAe¥ola

Gepte J.T.5. CARVICHARL RoA2,Co

dergt. C.A; BRON 345646 P.A.B. 82 A.S.P.

Cpl. 7.H, HUTCHIWSCN - . 363082 PeA.Te s 32 ALS.F,

L}ﬁ.c, L. P JTITDERSCN 520132 Ba0a 35 AuBiPs

LeAsCae DL, SURTTES 540801 Dol'a’ 33 AeB.Tw

L.A.C. H.8, ¥ITCHAN _ 53H44] N 04 211 “gn.

T.«A:Cs H. H/AYTS G6G176 Dal's 84 Sqn.
A.C.D. HACMITTAN 648666  F.r. 80 Cgn.
Vig rigg=d up an operation teble { 2 stretcher on four

chairs) opposite the high altar, with a hupe condelchra sbove it,
and got out the medical ejuipment in readiness. Gevernl more
cases cane in and we were working until nearly ‘10 p.m. the Zero
hour for evacuation. Every menber of the “iaflf was detailed for
a separate job and despite the faet that bombardument was heavy
and frequent and that the plaster from the nainted frescos of the
celling was frequently coming down on us,tht work -ontinued
noranlly and efficiently. I.,A.C. IHIERGON, who had been working
continuously with me during the pasl two heavy days, was conspicu-
ous in his wnre:ltting zeal in carrying out his duties in
connaction with the surglcel work., Vithout his help the schenme
would have fallen through. The Revergnd Gill woiked with d@s
deing everythlng presaible to help us and, indeed, was 'y right hané
man ' in the ~rgmnlgetion and carrying out of the plan,

The siretcher bearers revorted on time, and the wounded were
moved down .to the guay-slde ashout 350 yards away. The two R.A.T7.
N.Ca0Be were sent off in a boat to a Sunderland flying boat
inoored nearby. This was done in sccordsnce with Air Commodore
Greigson's wishes.. He had been to vislt us that evening.

L T



L -Ll-

r ALV, T, "UTATER TRINCE" was the ghip to which we had been
3he was then moving alongside the quay - snd had the

) - put 80 yards off (She was subseguently

pts to get her off had been’ nﬁn

ire the féllowing morning by the
| y columns of troops were being naruheﬂa
- .n"kihg into Armoured Lending cruft =
eﬁﬁ to ships in iho bay. |

‘ 'oﬁﬁ wounded were also lowered into these craft by volunteer .
Auvstralina eteetcher bearers, the others having slready embarked.

T It wes a blaek, mnoorless fAight, forfunately for us. I was
on the last A.L.C. which left the quay side, snd vhen we wers
‘about half a mile off there was a terriffic crash shesd of us:-
a corvette H.M.B. "Hyacynth" had cut ln half the preceeding A.L.C.
The sesrchlights from the s urrounding ships went on and 11t up a
scene of indescribable confusions ©Out of sbout 60 men we were
only sble te pick up asbout 38 -~ the remainder being premmed

. drowned.

Je flnally. made our transport — H.lL.T. Glenalrn znd got
everyone on heoard. The wounded itotalled 27 stretcher cases and
19 walking cases. Aftel enquiry, T reported to the %enlor Tedical
Officer on the ship, who immediately took charge of the sliuation

and erganlized three watches of staff dravn from availlshle
gervice medical personnel on bhoard.

Lieut~Uolonel DONALD , R.A.M.C. Surgeon speclalist fron
the 26th General Hospital took the surgiecal téam on the fipet .
watch endlng at 6 a.m. next day. At this stage T wus so sxheausted
that I could not keep awnke and begged of the “.V.N. t0 excuse
ny emall staff of men from further duty unless in case of major
¢ emergency. This he very kindly agreed to. “e set out shortly
; after midnight and I was grateful for a few hours' sleep.

Other wounded who had susteined their injuries on the road
that dagr w;r@ coming in at the gaay sideé right untll the end and
nany of them required surgicel alde. I took over frou ‘Luut.
Colonel DLonald at G.a.m. and fovnd g list of seven cases awaiting
operation.

Shortly after dawm the fir-st of two Dodblnz attacks tock
place on the convoy. <he ship. had slresdy sulfered two direct
hits in the forecastle shortly before sunset the Travious
gvening.

A two inch gun was mnounted above the roof of the operating
theaire, which made things fairly un Jecassat for us dokhg the’
job down hHelow.

: Two cases dled and were buried at sea - 4 Cyoriolb Fis.
Ge Go NICHOLAU R.E., muptured internal viscus, and T.4.C. TAYLOR,
113 “guadron, gun shot wnund ripft lung. ,

By 3 p.m. 28 ny work was drawing to 2 close, we were

informed that we were makilng SUDA B/Y, CRUTH, and a total
disenbarkation would take plaece there at abont 1700 hours on
April 26th.

The wounded wera as confortnble as nssible; all had fully
completed Field Medical carcs, and were diserbharked into A.0..08
and then ashoro by our excellent Australisn volunteer stretcher
& bearars.

1 left Ho.,To GLeli IXN with the last party of streicher
cages at 3500 houra.

4 “ I aust teke this o.oortuniiy o cxpess ay waroest pratitude

1

1 to Durgeon Lieut~00m&aﬂdur JOHHOTON, 1Wllwle of HelloTs OL JTAIRN,
for his highly efficient and well irained or wanlzation end aick

f =
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The operating theatre and slck bay were wonderfully eguipped

and well run - mnklng our Job as easy ag was poasihle uncer the
circumatancaa.

Diaambarkation at Crete was cerried out eff'iciently and
without incident.

All wounded, medicel stores and staff were put ashore
in safetye.

6th Vay, 1941. - Tight T.ieutenant
_Medicel Branch.
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‘ENCIDSURT "A" T0 _
REPORT BY ¥.7GHT LISUTENANT Y.P. GRIFFIN,ISDICAT. BRANCH
RUOYAIL, AIR [PORCE. :

e D i R e et L Ty p——

Lieuts Colonel KHRRIDGE, Royal Velsh Fusilicrge

This officer stopped my ambulance two wiles llorth of”
ARCOS snd asked whn was on board. I gave my rank and name -
to which he replied 2~ '
"oh, 1t's some more bf you Royal Alr Torce Brstardsd
I'm fed up to the teeth with the whole bloody bumch of youl"
(This state,emt ean he verified by my driver and orderly. )

I got out of the behicle and told him that as Tar ag I
knwe we were to report to Alr Conmodore (RWIGSON near ARGOS,
to which he réi1lied i =
" T've heard of your bloody Air Commodore or whatever
he calls himself - but he hssn't done anything except have
a good dinner and go to bed, leaving the Avay to do the dipty
work - as usuall"

After some further similar offensive renarke against the
Service he then supgpested that T should stay there on the
road and dirvect farther tralfic, to the encampment near
ARGOS, to whieh T protested that it was not ny duty as a
medleel officer to direct traffic. "~ hereupon he 1nld me to
go to Hell, and walked away in a towering tenper.

light l.leutenant
agdiecal Dranch

6th lay, 1941, ° ¥




e . ENCLOSURE "BY TO - *
REPORT BY WLIGHT TLTRUTENANT V.P. GRIPFIN, VSDICAL BRANCH
*ROYAL AIR FORCE. :

— e A s SR T A s 4 i 52

TO THE P.M.D,

Headguarters, :
: Royal Adlr Force,
' . Palestine & Trans-Jordan,
JERUSALEMS .

igt May, 1941.

Toei~ The lsoM.Dn-’
He e s MeEs

No, 520130 1..A.C, ANNDIRNON,I.F.
: MEDICAT. ORDERTY

P

I have the honeour to draw to your notice the excellent

manner in which the sbove nentioneq wnesdical orderly carrled

_out his cutiee on the 24th and 25th of ‘pril, 1041, during

the evacuation of the RB.#.F. and R.A.F. from Greece, at

Naupleion. His untiring herd work and devotion to his duty

N

were 1ln accordance with the hest traditions of the .ervice,

and are worthy of record and recogmition.

Signed) VeP. GRIFFIN
(

Mlight Lieutenant
Jedical Branch
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' ENCTOSURE "CY TO
REPORT BY ¥1IGHT TIBUTENANT ¥.F. GRIFFIN,!'DICAL
BRANCH, ROYAT. AIR TORCE.

——— T RS e e S T T e s ST W S g SN BT

COPY OF LETTER TO 0.0, Nos84 SUUADRCN.

Headguarters,
Royal Alr l'orce,
Palestine & Trans-Jordan,
JERUSALEM ., .

6th Nay, 1941.
‘}?0!-‘0.(3‘. »

No. 84 Sguadron,
Re As Fo

178 L.,A,C. HAYPS, H, D.P, 84 SON.

I have the honour to draw to your attention that the
ahove mentioned oirman of your Unit volunteersd tn drive an
arbulsnce £or us on the 24th of April, 1041, during the
evacuabion o? the B.LE,F..end B, ALF, frgm Grecce %t
Heupleioria . |

This man carried out his work tirelessly and cheerfully
for two days with little food or reste Not only dicé he drive
the ambiviance but he pelped carry the wounded all day and
made himselfl most helpful in every possibvle way. iis
courage under bombardment, his chgcerfulness and his kindness
to the wounded are well worthy ol vecord end, i possible,

vacognition.

(bigned) Tad «GRIFEIN

Plight Tjeutenant
& ledlecal Dranche.




