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RESt1M�· 101?: EVENT·s.· LEiffixfiG .lJP TO . :�IriE: C3UT•BREAK

� a:�TILI1'I��
-
;�p .. �H�- o_�E�� _

OF THE_?��RAT��� •. 
-1 / \ j 1. For·-·some •.o-onsiderable .tJ.'me H. B.M 's Government 

1
-fld viewed With growing· conce·rn the-- i"n�:f.'iltration and activities 

 · \nd ·�arnin;}s · to the IRANLt\N Gov·ernm�nt, · -had- increased rather
_. \ 

of G_ERMAi:
_
q agents 

.
. in�o. IRlill

. 
whi��, d�SP.iiie _;requested requests 

 · than ·decrease� in the past few weeks.
. ' .  ' •... . 

2. . Recent exchanges of diplomatic notes between the 
�v,o Governmet?-t s . !3-a9- failed to imp1--ove the situation, and finally, 
a:f'te.:r;a s�-ertl warnings by both BRITISH and RUSSIAN. Governments were
ignored;· it was decided th�t certain portions of IRAN should be 
occupied in order to protect both BRITISH and RUSSI�r interests 
and to_provide a.L. of C. between RUSSIA and the South (PERSIAN 

. ·oULF) • 
. . . · · 

. 
. 

3. The aim of the o�erat-ien·s,·M•-•t.herefore, was the 
capture and the oocupati9n of the oilfields in the North West 
(N.AFT-I-SHAH; distric·t) ,··' .. t,he oilfields in KIIUZIST ... !\N. with the 

,··· 1'ef:\�ery. at ABAD�. an9, to: gai-q co�.trol of the Trans�IRAUIAN 
· . .  •,RailWay·trom BANDAR SIL\HPUR in ·th;e So�th;.�o the railhead on the 

CASPIAM SEA at BANDAR SHAH. · .. . .. · ... , · 

THE FORCES-AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE.ROYAL AIR·
PORCE, T:·JE · ARMY; AND THE ROYAL NAVY. · 

The l?.oyal .Air I1
1 orce.:.,

• I 

4. ' .. · .· •. The Ai� Fo:r.ces availab�e.: were divided into two 
distinct Clroups. � The Sduthern Group;-" 01ierated from SHAIBAH, 
unde1� the Co:..r:.1and of G.roup_ captain D. L. THOMSON who w�.s desig­
na tetl Officer dorn.1t�nding, B:.ASRA1{ Wing. · It coi�1:::n•ised ·:-

No� .261 
�
F.)' S qu�dron 

� 
0. C. , �/Ldr.· E·. M. MASON, D. F. C.) • 

No. ·. 84 B .) Squ"= .. dron o.c.,. s/Ldr. W.T. RUSSELL). 
No� 244. G.P.) Squadron o.c., S/Ltl.r. ·H.V. ALLO\=/AY).
No� _31 (!3.T.) Sq_uo.dron. (o�c._,, -�/L�r� f· BURWSIDE,. D.F.·c.).

The Norther.t:1 Group, operating f'ront HABBANIYA under m_y direct
co·rn.nand, comprised :- · · ... -

No. 14 (B: SC1uaclron o.c., W/C.dr. D.c.-·_STAt-:-iLETON, D.F.c., A.P.c.). 
NOo- 11 (B 

� 
Squadron �o.c., W/Cdr. A.L. BOCKING, D.F.C,.).

No. 45 ( B. Sque-.dron o. c., W /Cdr. J. O. WILLIS, D.F. c.)• 

5. The .:\rmy undel' the co:,1n1and of Lieutenant· General
.,._ 0 .. :

1IN . .".N, C o B., D.s.�,,- O.BoE., the G.CoC• 'IRAQ, we1-ae also 
cl::.vided into ·two f'o1-1ces. The Southern li'orce, comuanded by 
l.'U=J jor Gene1�a1 c. o. H.J�RVEY, c. V. o., c. B. E., 1'11. c., consisted of 
the 3th Indian Division, co1�p1-1ising. the 18th, 24th and 25th 
Indian Infantry '.81.,igades with their attendant Field Regiments 
and Field Co1lpanies, etc. The Northern Fo1.,ce, cor.3.r;1nnded by 
Major General w;J. SLIM, LI.a., consisted of the lOth·111dian 
Division,- comurising the 2nd and. 9th Indian ,":..rmoured Brigade, 
the 21st .• Indian Infantry BrigaTe _and vari'ous Field Regiments
and Field Companies. · · 

Continued/ •••• ,. Page 3 •. 



Page 5.

The Royal Navy,

The Naval Forces, under the comraand of Goriirnodore
G.h, GldiiL’iM, the -eonior Naval Officer in the-pSRSI^iN- -GULF, • ■ -
consisted of

-- •

aoured Merchant Cruiser (li.M.A*S, ICiNIMBLA)
and five sloops, together with various smaller
craft including tugs, launches, d'hows and
Eurika harges.

On e

TpB aOMPOGITIOi /IIQ JiI3P03ITI0N OF THE IRANIAN FORCES.

■  TroQT3S in the SENNNN “ IQi:mi.\N3HAH Area.

6th (kiurdistm) Dlv. n.Q SSNNEH,

14 Cav. Regt.
3 (l) Bn. Gendamierie,
3 Arty, Regt, (mixed),
23 (MU2AFFBR) Inf.
6  (i) Bn. Gendarmerie,'
W/t. Sec.
84 Inf, Regt,
23 Inf, Regt,
(l) Bn. Gendarmerie,

Dets, throughout Area,

gRe

3ENNEH

t.

BAWBH
MBRlV.iN
HAUS^fJJ)

01 h Bn, Bn g i n e e r a

Reinforoements en route from ISFAH'iN,

■ 16 i)iv, Tpt3, IVt Inf, Regt,
'  18 Arty. Gp,

12th (iGilRMANBriAK) Biv. H.Q.
KSIMANSHAH

cj

O •

icsmi/uisiiiUi.* • t * • •

23 Cav, Regt.
63 Inf, Regt,
14 Arty, Regt, (mixed),
39 Inf, Regt, less
one Bn,

One Bn. 39 Inf. Regt,
6 Regt. Gendarmerie,

QASR-I-SHIRIN
and

N/^^T-I-3HAH
PUaiET-I-KUH

Roj/nforoements which had an?lved or were aloout to arrive#

(i) Prom 1 Biv, ■ (TEim\N).

80 Inf. Regt,
One Arty. Rogt, (Skoda 105 short),
Btys, Mtn, Arty,

( ii) From 2 Div. (tBIIER.\N) .

6 Inf. Regt,
' 21 Inf, Regt,
One Artjr, Regt, (Skoda 105 short),
Btys, Mtn. Arty,

AHWA2 - ABADAN - KHURRAMSIiAIlR Area.

10,

LOCATION. TROOPS.

AHWAZ 1 Inf. Eegt.
2 Inf, Regt,
11 Inf, Regt. (15 Div.).
(Bets, from these Regts, are at
SU3.M^GURl)) .
8  ijlght Tanks.
5 Medium Taxiks,

1 Div.).
1 Biv.).

Oontiriuod/ Pag- .V C'



para. 10 (Pont* d.*) ̂

x.pgA:rmt.„ TROOPS.

Det.'. T . Regt.
Det. -2 Inf,; Regt,
Det. 11 inf, Regt,

SUSMGURD

■ i

QA3R 4 aircraft.

10 Amci. Cars,. .
?0 Motor Gars. ' ■

60 Reciuisitioned, lorries,

■600 iiorses',' ' '
10 guns.
One Regt. (So inf. Refet. or 45 Inf.

Regt.) ' S’Div,^

■  IS Inf. ■ Regt. ' (6* Dir.) r ' ■

Cav. ? probably 9 Gav, Regt, (6 Riv,),

DetSe' of trps;,' probably" .rejidinder of
'6 Divl, ' strength 2,000"

I  - •

4 ■

•  ?

,J)I3?UL
.  ; ' : • V

SHUSH

30 miles 'if, . .
of fIA¥I2EH’b' ■;
QASBAT

'  f • ' rt ,• V

' One Coy,' Inf
tv/o .btys, Arty,
transport ■' ' ■

6 Riy,

13 Inf, RegtV.' '(6' l)lv.). '
^  _ One In.fi Regt. (probably. 11 Regt,
_ ',-G-endariiierie (6 Llv.),. ' . ' ,
(  ._H. gk / 6' D’i.v'.

(One Co:". Inf. (less Ret- 50 men at
■  ' ■ (MANY0:al) ' ’ ' -7

ABivRiOT

KHUREAMSIiAIiR ; '

KHOSROj^iR
kOne 'sicTc bty.

.  9

t .

■  Sloop 'b' .i'l.iiO/ ■ ' ■
BARR,

, G-unboat-ILIRIA3, ■
■  ■ ■ '3IM0RG, ■ '

.jilllSUKH. ,

Betproen ,■
KHURRAI.i3;:L\i;R'
an.d ABARAH ^

.prtvlng or about ^ (S DiY.) .to arrive in the.) jgg akodc. : ahorh. ■ , , ,
A rea

TUB GMSRAL RLiA OR OPERATIONS. ' ■

In the South the general scheme rnas of rather a corapli-
cated nature involvrng. several separate and distinct operations
all synchronised to'be put into effect'at thd same time,
mere as follov/s

11,

T he s e

'■■-Ail'lT Refinery by the ,24th Indian
orted do mi the

The capture of'
Infantry Brigade which was trana

3HATT-EL-AR.i3 from M3RAH in H.M. Ships, M.Ls. and barges, etc
to affect a landing on-the jetties and in the ci’eeks on the
water front 'near the refiner:/-,
the IRAillidi sloop at its .aicliorage.

(i)
a

.  Ships were; to capture ork.k

• 7

 sink

(ii) The'Navy were to capture or sink the IRAIAAU lA-Val
sloops an.d ’ gunboats at their anchorages in the
IB-RTi: River, ydt t'pir Uaval base at KHURRAIiSHAIIR,

■ nd, with the assistance af’a Bmi..;ll detachiient of Amy forces,
caaiture the Naval Station and bi. -am.,cas on the East bank of tbe
KARUN at IBiURRAilSrAHR,

Continued/ Rage o' .t> c t> r, •
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The Navy, with small d9tachiiaent3..of Amy .fo.rces,
were -to captur© the GERIvIM and ITA^LIM merchantmen

lyiny at anchor at BANDAR SILIIIPUR, capture or sink the IRANIAN
N'i'.vcil sloop or gunboat guarding these ships and also capture
and hold the port of BANDnR SIIAIIPUR.

(iv) The 18th Indian I
KiiURR.A':3ILhm and

’lEi\Q border. This involved an advance under cover of dark
in K.T. making a wide detour frora T.iI:JOOMAH to attack KIiURRAMSHAHR
from the North.

.Brigade was to capture
a up to the IR^'iNI^IN/

n,Pan try
tae are

.‘V. V

(v) The 25th Indian InPontry, Brigadewere to advance
up the direct line from .TAjiOOMAH■ to AHWAZ and

capture 'the area c^SR SHEIICl'i#

In-, the North the scheme- was of -a more slmplo
nature and entailed the advance from luiiuiAQIN of the Snd Amd,
Brigade and .Slst Indian Infantry. .Brigade to secure the oil
fields at NAPT-IvSHAH, the PAITAK Pass and the road leading, to
KBRMANSHAH via KiRIND.

IS.

•• r

THE ROLE ROYAL AIR-FORGE.

:  The-role of the Royal Air' porep, in all these,.13. ■
operations vnes ris fo;ilovfS

(i) Direct support of tlie I/Iili,t.ary and-Naval
oper-ation-s in the ABADM Area and at NAPT-I-SHAH.

(ii) Strategical leaflet dropping and bombing
operations against military objectives in IRAN.

See / I.'RAQ Ooomand .Operation Order;No. .23/1941, dated 8th ..August,
1941., attached as ,Ap,pendiZ:.. '*A".

.  i■■ /, •

DIARY 0? EVT-NTS PROM FIRST LIGHT, 2STH AUG-USIA'- '1941
T^irrHYI'fL CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES ON 28TIi AUGUST, 1941.

.  ' ' ."h ■ ■
-OOi/ies of the relevant Operat ion. Orde.rs - are.- -attached-as
Appendices),

25th August. 1941 -' 'kIIUZISTAN.

At first light the-attack began in all sectors:  . 14i
and' from the earliest news it became- evident that we were
being successful .every\' -''here.

The first flig.ht of -our fighter aircraft
surprised three ilaw/ker type enemy aircraft running up on the
ground at

15.

A.Z aerodrome and successfully, straffed them.^ -i-i.

16. A,, flight of Blenheim bombers then attacked the
They reported further ai'rcraft seen dispersed-onhc-ngars.

the aerodrome and the figiiters wrere ag;a:in despatched to deal
with them, followed by a second bombi'ijg raid in w’nich one of
the two hang.ars was hit- and set on fire,
by the fig.hter .aircraft Paad also been successful and, d-t was
thought t.hat. '.a .cons,iderable: number-of the enemy aircr-t. .ft had
been rendered unserviceable.

The ground straffing

on tinned/n Pa, 3 C.d • «
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X  Meanwhile, continuous fighter patrols had been
!_ .■Gained over lurJKFiMSH^JiR, ABADAN and BANDAR SHAIiPUR Areas,

iough the patrol over the last named discontinued after
in some small measure, to conserve our

The news that the

lY

IGAO hours in order,
fighter strength for more pressing needs.
EATDAR SIUiliPljR operation had been successful and that oppos-

ion had practically ceased, allowed this decision to he
taken.
1 b

Tactical reconnaissances had heen, and were
still being, carried out hy the Vincents of No, 244 Squadron'

'■ proving of value to the various Brigades carrying out the
operations.

18.

and

A feature of the morning's operations v/as the
successful landing vTithout opposition of a Company of the
B/iLUGH Regiment hy B.T, aircraft (Valentias) of No, 31
Squadron at HAPT KEL for the purpose of providing escort and
protection for the BRITISH and INDIAN women and children
evacuees from MASJID-I-SULAIMiiN to HAFT IvEL. Arrangements
had been made with the Staff of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company
to indicate v/hether it would be safe for the ,B,T. aircraft to
land by displaying large vrhite "X X” on the landing ground and
this v/as done. The B.T, aircraft v/e,re escorted- . ;from SHAIBAH
on the outward and return journeys hy two long range Hurricanes
'■’id v/ere routed well to the S.B. of the one place where hostile
v.ircraft were likely'to be encountered^ , i, e. AiBv’AZ,

It is,regretted to have to record that two of
the Valentias' overshot and ■'/rere 'damaged on landing at HAPT
ABIi, an'd''-haVing since heen written off after salvage of all
useful parts. There were no personnel casualties. The
remaining four Valentias with their Hurricane,escort arrived
safely-hack at' SHAIBibi at approximately 1030 hours,

' M'c-anv/hiie, on the ground, the .operations had
heen progressing very sat is factor! 15% Op-posit ion from the
f o'ces at KHURRaf.BIbuiR on the West hank of the ICA,RUN had heen

The Wireless Station .and the . Customs PUL-
I-NAU were in our hands and, alt houghHCHURPJJl&IL'dlR had not been
occupied, our Armoured Cars had eritered the town'and returned to
report all quiet.

19.-. ' .

20.

21.

/rercome.

On the East hank of the Ib^RUN, one IRANIi\N
Naval sloop had heen sunk alongside its jetty and the two gun
boats ..ind the rest of the Naval craff had heen captured 'and
the barracks, etc*, occupied hy our troops.

At ABADAN, after stiff fighting in opposition
to our landing, the enemy had been driv'en off the waterfront and
through the residential area towards FWil/IASHIR,. and although

resistance was still encountered from the
ection of the hai-^racks to the East of the refinery, the
;ition was considered satisfactory.

BidTDAR SHAHPUR was completely in.our hands, the
gunboat had heen sunk atid considerable.'.damage had heen sus-
t-ained hy the GEPALiN and ITALIiuT ships . 'through sabotage
before our forces could .prevent this action. Everything,
however, was being done to salvage as,much as possible.

The 25th Brigade had ehbountered and overcome
:je little resistance offered at QA2R SfiEIKK andm/ere bivouacked

for the night to resume their advance towar^ds AITWAZ the following
day, , ,

22,

o O •

'• -VI
. . X.

24.

O

Continued/. Page 7,
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AcLvanced Divisional Iieadq.aarters with the Poroo
Goiraander left BASllil! at 1130 hours and was estaoliohod in

LilUiadtSHAliR by 1630 hours.

26*

HAPT-I-SIIAH and the PAITAK PA3S.,.

In the i!:'J)’T“I-SrIAH Area the Northern Ooluuiu

reached the area 3 miles East of 3ARIPUL, whilst the Southern
Column occu/.)ied G-ILAN in the face of aona opposition and

BhellinA by the enemy.

26th Auguaty

27.

1941 - ■lU 31 ST,.'IT

The operations at 3A: 'DAR SlLirlPUR, so far as the
Royal Air Porce v/as concerned, could bo considered as completed.

The 24th Brigade continued its mopping up
operations and finally secured the whole of Island,

The 18th and S5th Brigades consolidated their
positione and made some small advance up tlie Y/est band of the
KARIJN. They crossed the river and secured the A. 1,0,0, Pumping
3'tation at DORQUAIN#

28.

20,

30.

Air activity v/as confined to the following31,
tasks, }-

(i) standing fighter patrol.over ATWAZ to deal with
.  any activity on .the part of the IRAN.Ii^lT Air Force

or ro-inforcements -which might -a.rrive from the North,

J.L

( ii) A standing‘fighter patrol oyer ABADM Refinery
for' the protection of the ‘y.efihery against

possible boL'ibing attack.

(iii) Tactical reconnaissance -by ‘Vincent .aircraft over
^iBADTilI Island covering the 24th Brigade -mopping

up operations,

(iv) Tactical recscnnaissance by Vincent aircraft over
the advance being made tov/ards AIAiTAZ by the S5th

Brigade,

By 0900 'hours the situation was well in hand in
all sectors a-nd Tac/Recco, aircraft were ordered to ground and
to remain on call.

32,

During the morning two IlhiMiiN aircraft, believed
to be Audax, took off from AITVAZ aerodrorue.
MASON, on pv.trol with his Hurricane,
dovm to force land 5 miles S.S, of AHVAZ, the other aircraft
regained the aerodrome and' made no further attempt to fly.
This was the only occasion in the ;.3outh' in which IRANI.AN airc
took fhe air.

33.
Squadron ‘‘Leader

shot one of these aircraft

\K PAoS- Area,NAPT-I-SHAH and the BAI .L.

Thero was no cliange in the PAITAM PASS Area 'r-'t
the Southern Col.ui-in c'oi-ihraining the 2nd ..'.imid. Brigade vm.s
advancing slowly

34,

'Om . G-ILiiN towards SHAjLiBAD,

At the epocial recuiePt of the- ..10th Div: slonal
45- ,hJr;uac: i i bombed eseuy gun positions in the

ng in the target area.

Continued/,

lOmbs
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35.
Commander, Ho,
PAIT.tK PA3 a ll
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2*7tli August, 1941 - KHUZISTM.

There v/as no change in the military situation
in this area, hut Royal Air Force activities comprised the

follo?/ing tasks

36.

A Standing fighter patrol of one Gladiator was
maintained over ABilDAl^ Refinery,

(ii) A Vincent, with }Iur,riGane*'e'Sco.rt,, made a
of t'he IL'WT.. K.EL and'MAS JID-1-

(i)

reconn a1ss an c e
SUT^AIMAli Areas.

(iii)' A fighter patrol was •'maintained over AHWAZ
■  .until weather conditions deteriorated to such

an extent that all flying, ceased ahout noon.

ITAFT-I-SHAII and the PAITAK PASS Area. .

37, Considerably more activity took place in the
North-on this day and by 1700 hours'the-military position was

as- follows ‘ . . " "" • i ,

(i) The Southern Column consisting of the 8nd
Indian Armoured Brigade had occupied SHAIIBAZ

and the Imperial Agricultural Estate at /tL.TABilD,. the IR^'l'JIAlT
troops, (about 2,000 strong) having been driven back off the high
:ro"und East of GILM'^the. previous day.

Cii) ‘ The Northern Column,- the.'21st Infantry Brigade,
had found no opposition-on' the PAITAK PASS and
reach ICARIND in the afternoon.'had advanced-to

One Blenheim of No. 45 Squadron made 'a'useful.reconnaissance
o-f the. PAITAK -PASS.

28 th Au.gust, - . .l'94-l ■' FliUZiSTM

area round .ABADAN, IffiURRAMSIDlHR and QASR ,
SHEIKH, having, becn’^ sucGes.s,-fully cleaned up, General HAKVEY laid
his plans to capture AHHAZ, .-on this day.

. T n.e3S.

13th Indian Infantny'B..rigade advanced up the
KUT ABDULLA Pumping Station to

39. • '
East bapk: of. the ItvRUN' through . . - - ^ ^
AIi\7AZ, v/hilst the SSth Indian "Infantry Brigade advanced^up the
V/est bank to capture the barracks, aerodrome and the bridge
heads, over the river at A'iL'/AZ.

. The

No, 84 Squadron Blenheims bombed troop concen
trations and barracks' at intervals of 20 min
utes per flight commencing at 0530 hours,

'"he aircraft returned to base,, bombed up, refuelled and remained.

261 Souadron provided continuous fighter
overAKWAZ from 0600 hours.

244,. Squadrori pj?ovided Tac/Recco. by
Vincents ever eaen column either side of _

Ci)40.

on call.
(il) NO.

cover

(iii). .’ No.

the river.

■  ̂ it 0730 hours G.ILT. the White Flag of-truce
General FURVEY

and agreed th'3 follotting
firing ceased,

;,T.
aiv.'.

u'l u j.j t ■

41.
was displayed over A.i:. .elZ
met the IRANIAN G,0,G,
terns

Gontinued/ . qPage• • • • •
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Para, 41 (Oont^d.).

(i) IRANIAN troops confined to barracks West bank of td
KARUIT for 84' hours,

(ii) All British prisoners to be released iraRiediately.
(iii) The British Forces to camp on the East bank of the

lw’iRltN» North of the tovm.

dhesa arrangementD v/ero carried out satisfactorily and the
goneral utuouphore in the to\vn aiaongst the populace proved
irj.Osi.'iy t'.',7ards bhe Bricish* divisional Headouarters were
instdUei: in the Rest :iounQ and offioes of the Anglo-Iranian
f ,1,1 ooiiipany,

N/J/T-I-SIIAH and t’rie PAIikiK PASS Area.

Our troops advancing towards KBRWANSEiiH from
SHAflABAD encountered some opposition at ZIBRI, some 25 miles out^
subGeo.Liontly the Ilhdll^d'TS sent out a flag of truce offering to
withdraw from positions covering KEmidNSHAil and surrender the
ulty. This vras agreed and the City was to be handed
0600 hours on the 51st vAigust, 1941,

■  ̂ OoOTaander of the loth Indian Division visited
tho XRANl;iT G.0.0, in KERIvIMSiiiH daring the afternoon and our i
forv/ard troops halted S railea from the Oity.

, , News was received that H.I.M, the SH;m had ordered
the cessation of all resistance to the BRITISH and RUSSIAN
Poroea entering IM and that further Questions would now be
'’ettled by peaceful negotiations.

48. i

over at

45,

PAIvIPId.BT DR0PPIN,G;_ 0PE.I14TI0NS,,

44. The vrork of the bomber squadrons, operating from
HABBANIYA, during tho period under review consisted chiefly of

, / pamphlet dropping on tho Cities and chief towns in North, North
V  V/OBt and Central TRM» as follows ;~

f' / . V floft off'T'

(i; On the 25th Nos, 14 and 45 Squadrons
droi}ped pai’nphleta on TEPIEIh4N and KASIiAN,

O O 6 o i'l'

On the 86th Nos, 11 and 14 Squadrons
dropped pamphlets on ICAZVIN, ISPAIBW and SHIRAZ,

(iii) On the 27th Nos, 11 and 14 Squadrons
.  dropped pamphlets on KERf^ANSHAH, IvIALAYAR,

SULTANABAD, KHURR/JvIABAD, DIZFUL, IL41'BYDAI'vI, QUIi and suitable
Smaller towns en route.

(il)

(iv) On the 28th all three Squadrons
dropped pamphlets on ZENdAN, SEtTNAY TAKISTfdT.

GULPAIGM' and DURUJIRD. ' ^

^5. Details of the numbers of pamphlets drooped and
objectives are contained in the map attached as Appendix "K".

iOTOGRAPHY.

^  ̂ _ Some days prior to the commencement of operatic?
in IlddT, a flight of Ho, 2 Photographic Reconnaissance Unit,
comprising 2 Long Range Hurricanes vdth one Lockheed Elect..
service v/ork and personnel, and commanded by Squadron Leader,:
MAGPHAIL, arrived at HABBANIYA to xjhotograph possible
bombing targets in IRAN. This was successfully achie'.
strategic bombing had been oi-dered. the results obta
have proved of considerable value.

a fc'•'i

C

I'lo'to.

i W.'c:4.1

-r»

Continued/ / 1
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47. Advantage was also tal<en of the -o.resence<·t>'.£;.
this Flight .to obtain certain photog;raphs of important areas
req_ui1--ed by ·t·he Royal'N:avy ana: .Army in. -'Corfrie9t·i·o� ·with the
operations. 
the greate_�t .. 

It was stated that ·tti.es'e pho�dgraphs ··proved of
assistance. 
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GENERAL REM.ARKS. 

· ROLE OF· THE ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
. . i 

: 

48, Although the ca;mpaign was of brief durat:ion· t·he 
part playecl by the Royal Air F·�� .. o� ;tn _thes� �per�tipns_:,(a's 
nHmitQ14 tmd; inaludecl the follo�(ing :-· 

·: . . : ' 

(i)
..

( i:t.) 

( ii±) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 
. . -

(vii) 

1'1 ighte�--· f.m1,3r1ort o:·ga 1.nst p9t ent i�l air att.aolc. 

Tcict icat· l'ec�mna'ispance in suppprt of. ·groun� 
fOJ:10Gi:, ·. · ··· : · . .. 

_.;J. , .. . : .. ,·.:·•: . . . . . . .

Air transport of troop,. 

S trateu�?al reconnaisslnoe an_d. photography, 

Leaflet clrOI•ping.· .. -: •! 
. .. . ·. 

Bombipg iri cloce SUiJport o-f __ gr�:mnd -for�es. 
•
., : • • • • 

I:. • 1., ,• • 

A1--ea bombing_ 'a�h�a�, o_f·_·· ·ady:1:incing t_roop�· •

./ 49. In addition .the ;Royal A1r �orce · w�re ordered to 

\ 
be prepared for strategical b.ombing of military ob� ctives in 
IRAN if the· nece1�si ty a1"'osa. · · · 

50. With the except ion of str_ategical bombing t�e.$e 
tas·1cs· were succe::;sfully achieved and' the·re is no doubt that each,
in its ovm way, was of va luabif f assist·an·oe to the Navat: and 
Mili tn�y or)erat ions� ·:· ... . : · · · � ••: ·· · : · · . .-: ::- .! _. 

.. s • • • ·-· ••••• • • • • ,; • 

B1:�/: :C11· tlw .. etrlier planning sta·ges of the _ope:rations 
conve1•sations tool�· pH10e betw�en· the servicris and, as a. re�ult, 
,it··· vlas considered: 'advisalHa to place· certain ��mitat��ins· on. the· 
meth.ocI .9f.- er:1plo�n.nen·t ·ot· t·i'l.e /1Jr Forces con:c�rne�. · For· example, 

� ... in·J_ii.e Sot.i·thern ��ct·or, as n�· .trained .Array ·co-b'peration· .or:· (?lose 
-�q.F:.JO):it sc1uad;ro11·?::ex.i.sted i1J. thi'� Corrnmnd and n�itl1e�;r. the·· 
f'igl'1te·r · nor bombe1,� ·personne_l �nvolved ha;Q. the tra'ini'ng necas�ary
to recognise our· ovnl' troops or to daal with the various signs
and Si1111bols employed in close support of the Army, I considered 
it advisable that .bombing should be confined to definite and 
reoog,.1isable objooti\res. and that -ground stratting .. :.stwuld be
restr.ioted entirely to enemy occupied �.ero9-romes... .. ; . . . � .. ·• . . : . .  

. 5?• . . Discussion also :toqk plac·e with regard to the 
"· etaployment of bombe:r;a transp_ort· �tir_craft and· in v'iaw pf the g:1:eat 

shortage of this type and their vulnerability- to e·v·en· the 
lighteE>t form of:·. epemy attack I .was foro_ed to the conclusion 
that their employpent should.be · limited to :the transport of 
troops to aerodromes known to ·be held. by· ou·r own forces. The 
only exception which I made in adopting this pol1cy was agreement 
to provide bomber transport aircl."aft for. the trans�ort of troops 
to EAB1T K�L to protec.t BR;J:TISH .women and· children evacuees as I 
felt that the end �U$tified �re means • .  

5.3.· During the: .operations in the Northern Sector I 
w�.i asked by the G. O., c., 10.th J:?ivision, to carry out a bO.f!(bi?_�.-� 
attaclc on the PAIT.AK l?ASS. I ·agr�ed, with some reluc-tanq(,;·_·- 1·::ir 
not only had visual and photographic reconnaissance shown t !1a·i.; 
ti1is ·Pass, and the valley in the rear of' it, were lightly helc19 
but ·a1s0 I was asked to deliver the attack some 36 hours before 
the intended Army attaclc on the l?asso I feel that if the Pas0 
hod been s trongly held it would have been better to have e�nr)loy·eio. 
bomber forces in str�n�th a very short time be:Core the A:ri'lj:' 
intended to attacl<, thus obtaining fnll advantage of t>.a cc;n ··o­
qt1ent demoraJ.isat ion cmcl disorganisation of the enemy /�.·�fenc,-... :£;.

Continued/. o .  o .
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METHOD· OF CONTROL. 

54. The method of control adopt�d during these
operations .. y,�s a� follows. In the Southern Sector all unit.a,
consisting <;i:f, fighter, -bomb_er, rec·onnaissance, and bomber 

· transport ·aircraft; were plao·ed· :unde1-i the coL'l1:1and of Group ·_.
Captain D.L. THOMSON, who was desi"gnatad Officer Commanding, 

BJ\��W'1ng,._ and wh(?. operated •his units in close collabor-
ation with ·s.N.·o.P.G� �nd G.o.c.,- 8th Division, who. were
r·espon�-:Lb:le for the operations o:t' their respective ·services. 
The Offic·er Oomn-ianding, BASRA)f-•vting, remained with G.O •. C., 
8th Division, throughout the operations and, although in the 

early stages this was found to be satisfactory, the move 
forward. of the G.o.c. · in··the later··stages made it. difficult 
for 9 ,. p .• ,. BASR..\lt V/ing, to exercise control over his units
based· back ·at SHAIB.AH. · · ·, · ·· · · · 

55. Owing to lncl;: of sufficient ·st�f outside Air·.
Headq.uar.ter.s,:. the three Blenheim Squadrons emp�loyed on 
pamphlet arojping· ana. bombing were controlled dil-iectly from
the Cper,atipns. :(-?.oom, Air Headquarters. · This arrangement 
worked satisfactorily but plaeed great sti�ain on the Air

··3t�f of ._Air Headquarters owing to the com11lete absence of
gl?O]>eI; ;,opei1�tio�s room officers, :trained �P operations room
duties� .In-poiiit of fact ·tlie· Off"'.ic�n"s ori-._'d_uty in. the 
0:perations Room vrere the Comnand l:hotogra:phi_c Officer,, the 

• 9-._s4!0 .• II, _,::--,.pcl on�. juni9._r _IntelliE;ence Officer lent for ·the .:
. ... �:) u r-.f) o s e • . . . . . . . i. • . . , . , ,. • . , • t •. •• • • . . 

• . 

, : • .I. ' . ; • • ; ! .•' : . ; ··.. : 
.
. '. . . . . ' .: . • '

55··:�·=.;· ' .. -; 
. 

· .. T'i\:e Hi.-gher Comrirn�d::ia,£ the 'operations rest'�ci-P·,
with the G.o.c. 'IRAQ· and myself. Befor.e._.t_he op.erat_ions_:. 

1_ .

�-CDmIJl�mo�d I_. "°.elt that to.get1'er wi,h the Air Staff and 
. ·S.i.�flls -- statf, I shouicl'mo-f/ij into BAGHDAD .in order to be in 
· _clos�- oon:t:�'et ·with F9��a ·:s;e·adquarters. A�ter.. �u.e consider-
. at ion a.pd ·i1f. yiew of t�e fac"t: that it :w�s ne;,�_ess·ary for the 

Air Statt.; to 
1 :0.onirol ·thr·ee medium bomber squ�dr6ns . directly 

fro111 Ai•r H·e��qua�ters;: I· \iee·ided, howeve.r.,: that I alone would 
.. j0in the G.�Q�q. in BAGHDAD, .--leaving rny Senior Air st·atf Officer

and his :st·aff �t · HABBAMIYA · toj .control .t t).� operations und�r.. such
orders as ·mig_ht be issued fi'om time to .-time· b¥ tel�phone'·f'rom 
BAGHl).Al) •. · , ·Th;i.$ arraµgen1ent -worlted satisfaot6rily. · · ... •:_i:.• .. . .i 

• _., a. • • • • • • • • • • • ;_; 

� . ,., -�' 
f ....... 

.QQ=.QPERA'!'ION .AND ACT!VE LIJ.1ISON Nffl'W:ill:EN,: SERVICES. 

5%. .Throughout the period· of -op.e11ations the co-
o�eration between the Navy, A1#f[fly and Air_Forc� was excellent

:-i1d all Services did their best to a:i;,preqiate the difficulties,. 
capab.-ii�J��-es and limitations of the others •. 

• � • • I t •�• 
•,� 

ffiB. . The actual method of liais6ri __ . between the• 
Services in the Northern and Squthern Secto.rs was different
for the ·following reasons : -

(i) In the Southern sector the Air Forces· 
. ':,� were ilmp1oyed in close support of the Army and 

entirely in furtherance of, t}J.e .-Army• s aims. .A fighter squadron 
provid_ed cove1, in defence. of ::tp.e. attacking !ll�3:,itary forces, t,,_e 
bomber squadron and Army. e:o�operation squ .adl'.'on. :-n,ovided such 
direct support as was pos.s-ible-, and a reconnaissance squadron 
cavried out its .normal rol� • 

•••• t. 
• 

. :. , 
. , .

. ' .: 

·, · .. •' '. 
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58 (Cont^d.)„ Page 13,

In the Northern Seotor, there were no air forces
allotted, specifically to the Military Commander,

■but arranyoments weve made v/hereby bomber support could be
provided if the necessity arose,

made available from the three medium bomber squadrons at
HABBllIIYA \7hose main role v/as pamphlet dropping and, if necessary,
strategical bombing of military targets in IRAN,

Para,

(ii)

This bomber support v/ould be

59, For these reasons, therefore, in the Southern
Seotor, as has been expla.ined above, the O^c., BASRAH Wing,
remained with the 0,0,C, and was thus able at any time to
appreciate the military situation,
ally out of touch with his own forces,

a Wing Commander, actually a member of the British Military
Mission, was attached to the G,0 C. , 10th Division, as his air
advisor. This officer performed useful services but as there
was no definite allotment of Air B'orces to this force he v/as not
in a position to commit the Royal Air Force to any particular
course of action v/ithout reference to higher authority.

He v/as, however, occasion-
In the Northern Sector,

It 18 obvious that both methods have disadvantages.
In the first instance, the Air Force Commander with the Military
Ooramundor becomes out, of touch with his OAvn forces. In the
second instance, the •^iaison Officer, although free to advise
the Milit^.ry Com'.ander, has not the authority to demand action.

ered that in operations
in direct support of the Army the Air Force Commander should, If
possible, be with, or in close touch with, the Military Commander,
but in. this event ample and efficient communication by means of
W/T. or teleprinter between the Air Force Commander and his own

forces must be assured.

On the whole it is cons61. _> -u'

\

Where, however, the primary role of a striking
force is strategical, and devoted to objectives which may not
be directly connected with the military operations, but with a
proviso that support of ground forces may be required, as was
the case in the Northern Sector, it is thought that the only
feasible method of liaison is to place a senior R.A.P. Liaison
Officer on the staff of the Military Commander,
clearly understood, hov/ever, tliat this Liaison Officer is on the
staff of the Military Commander solely to advise as to what the
Air Force can or cannot do and to forv/ard his requests to

higher authority.

62*

It must be

He has no power to order air support himself

t

\

.

The selection and appointment of suitable liaison
officers is considered to be of the utmost importance. In my
opinion he has two def-lnite roles and responsibilities, both of

v/hich require seniority and experience

63.

(i) He should be readilj^ accessible to the Military
Commeinder 'vho should have confidence that his

Isiov/ledge presents a true picture of Air Force capabilities and
limitations.

(ii) He should be sufficiently able that the Air Force
Corav.iander may have confidence in his judgement

and in the adviee proffered to the Military Commander,

COMMUNICATIONS,

oignals Report on Operations in IRAN",
■■'■.•jendix "P".

tf a64. dee

attached hereto as

Continued/ Page 14,• • « c •
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01<G.4ITISATI0H iiND TRi’J'NING.,

l^staljlistoients.

(i) The -personnel establishment for a Blenheim ,
squadron proved inadequate, as owing to sicloiess

all nersonnel ■Y/era extremely' overworked. If there had been
anv'"'casualties-due to enemy action the difficulty of running; '

the-sciuadrons Yro-uld have been'greatly increased.

65.

If the 16 I.E. aircraft .of a Blenheim squadron
e reauired to be nlvmjB available, it was ' ■ "

resent aircra-ft establislmient of 16 I.E,

(ii)

considered that the
and 5 I.R. aircraft was insufficient,
Eoui-pment.

u; i

J:-

insufficiency of(i) It was found that there was an
both Blenheim I'V and hu^'-x'icane ■aircraft spares.

In particular, there are no Blenheim IV or •^'^urricane air- .
Hurricane tropical radiators,-screYsrs, and no

. 66,.

52 A,S,P, came to the(ii) The Oxygen 3?iant of No, _ ^ ^
Oommand with no transport or aircraft cylinders.

Abnoraal Climate,
f IHAQ(37, AS usual in' August, the ■ temperature in

Y/as extremely high, which made the task of - both air and ground
crews difficult.

Failure

-T 0

of' Any barticular technical equipment.

Blenheim aircraft were unable to
fulfil their rol’e^as they could not carry out long range raids
ov/ing to excessive oil, Gonsumption. It is considered that
this v/as due to the.'.manner in which the engines had been
•O'perated prior to theirs arrival in this Command, i,e, running
for long hours at a.high boost pressure. This necessitated
changing a large -proportion of t he pgines.

, ’

Casualties, etc.

Where squadrons had to be accommodated under*
canvas it resulted .dn. a fairly high incidence of .sic^ess^^ue
ma-inly to sandfly fever and gastric entiptis, but the
incidence was approximately normal for the season in IRAQ.

General*

69

found to be inaccurate,The maps of IRAK' were
especially with regard to altitudes.

70.

PECOIMENIUTIONS FOR HONOURS OR AWARDSj^

In view of the limited nature of these operations,
• reeommendatlons for Honours or Awards hwve been forwarded.

71
no

IWTOTT BY G.O.C,■  tth' n T !

At the conclusion of the operations^the following
received from Lieutenant-General S,?, QUINAN, G.B., .

General Officer Commanding, ’IMQ Force
wish to express to you and all ranks Royal

Air Force who too'k part in these o-perations, my
thinks for their excellent work which contributed so

success of the operations’'.much to the

r/ o

message xrths
0. 3.E. ,L.3.0 ♦ f

"I
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APPENDIX "A". 

1�0ST SECRET t

'IRAS# COEI:ZillD OPERATION ORDER NO. _?.3/1941. 

Copy No. 

Date:- 8 August, 1941. 

AP?EHDIX "A" - St:i..,ength, types of aircraft and 
location of IBAIUJ-ill Air Forces. 

INPORl.:,:i.TI ON II 

1. Tbe1,e -:-�-�e i.t the lffesent'moment consideralJle numbers
of GEHI.�.:-JTS (.Ap1x�ox:�u�).t ely 2, 500) �-n IJ?.1'.J'T. These men are mostly
technicictl1S &.nd 0tour"is-£s•.�r, cmc! are highly 01 ... ganised as a ''Fifth
cenumn". There is no doubt that at any moment decided upon by 
the Gi�Rlilili Government, this Fifth Column: will be used to damage 
by sabotage BRITISH and RUSSI.AN J:aterests in and near IRAN, and,

/-- L may be used to stage a ooup d' eta�with the object of bringing ..£/'J.'.;'-i 
IRAN into the war actively on GERM.4NY' s side. The main BRITISH 
interest in IRAN is oil. 

2. In 01-ide1 ... to counter this tln'leat, diplomatic
pressure is being brought to bear by the BRITISH and RUSSIAN
Governments to pu1'1suade the IRAHIAN Gove1�uent to expel all the .
GERMANS from IRAN. In the event of' fail�re in this respect·, ·:,:
His Majesty's Government intend to occupy the A.I.a.a. oilfiel,d�;
installations and refineries in KHCJZIST.AN, and the small oilfiel4
at NAFT-I-SHAH.; 

, ... 

3. 'The occupat�on.of' N.AFT-I-SHAH will be carried but by
a small,�orce of'- mechanised troops who will not be afforded air
su1Jport except in eoergency.a The KHUZISTAN operation will be
car1"' j_ed out as a combined operation by air, arn1y and naval forces,

'-h The role of the Royal Air Force will be to support 
the .r.:."'f:i.y ;.:md Naval forces in the IG:IDZIST.AN operation and to bring 

, direct 1:::11essure to bear on th.e IR.ANIJ�r Government by attacking 
\ mili t�·ir·y obj)ectives in IJVJ.T � 

INTENTION. 

5o To employ all the available Air Forces in 'IRAQ in 
or&er to �rovide :-

(a) Direct support or the military and n2val operations
in KHlJZIST .. .-.n, �md, in emergency, of the military 

Ol?erat ion ut Niill"'T-I-SI-I.AH. 

(b) Strategical bombing operations against military
objectives in IRAN.

EXECUTIONo 

01-aganisat ion. 

6. The ./i.ir :?orces available fo1 ... these operations will
oe one f'ig-l1ter G(;:_u::.cl.ron, · one ri1edium bomber squcidron, one ( reduced)
genePal �.)Ul�_)ose s ·_:.1.-.·.d::on� and a flight of heavy transpo1..,t air-

\ _c:n'l uft, together vl:� !tL. ;� hree ::1edi un 1Jo::Jber squ2.c1rons now in course 
j\..of beinc; ::�1ove t c, ' :_ L.<, ..

Continued/ ••• o ., Page 2. 
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,
. . 'rhe�e Air Forces will be �rganised as follows : -

. .. 
;: (a, Nos. 11, 14 and 45 Squaq.rons (Blenheims) will 

· i · be based at HABBANIYA al)d will operate under
t

/4.

h• 4t,v,e• orclers o·t Air Headquarters. 

('b) No. 244 Squadron will operate under ���and
. ot th.e Mil1 tar:, Poree Commander, BAS�Area. 

· (o) Nos. 84 (Blenheim)� 2.61. (1'urrioane, Gladiator)

I 
. Squadro�s,· together with .. a detachment (6 

�pan sport �irc�a:t;t) of No. 31 Squadron., all bas@we�- at SHAIBAH, 
•. 1 �1_1: oonsti tute a toroe to be !mown as· the BAS� ing.

I \, �1\--tli\, 
• 

• 

. ��(; . . The BASV.A� Wing will be commanded· by Group 
••
11

iOaptain D,L. TH0MS0M, ;,w is to keep his Headquarters situated
with that ot t�e Military Force ·commander. He is responsible 

1 / for advising the military 001m:1ander as to the best employment 
U. of the Units ot the BASRAH Wing. Fli_g�t . Lieutenant W,A.---. 
\/ OF..ASE· of .Air Hea�quarters will be attached t·o the B.t\.SR4lVWing �,;h�aa staff Officer (Operations) to Group Capta�l'l »�L� TaoMSoN.

Role of Y1i:t_i·1·a. .. �: '.: .... � ... :
.. ·.:,•

r. Noe. 11, 14 and 45 Squadron's. will': ope·r"ate:· 1
• 

_t1r;e.:i.11st ob1�otives in the TEHERAN Area and elsewhbre in IRAN 
.. ·as i-•eq1lire_d, and- mat: be �alled·· upon to oper.at• ih direc.t.
:-.:n.:1-. 101--t of mili tarr,· force; attaolcing NAFT-I-Sii.AH. . . . � . 

' 

. ' ' 

J.n. . 
The Units of the BAS�Wing_will op

.
erat.e as

t� :i\equi1'led by and at th• req,ueat oi' 'ihe :Military Force Oommana..r, 
subjcjCt. to tne :t'o-llow1ns limitations :-- . · . 1 

. . � .'. 
. ·-

(a) No. 84 Squadron may be c�lled upon to carry out
. operatiQns (bombing or r�connaissance) in . 

.::irect support of the military operations in l{HUZISTAN, but 
may NOT be employed. on strategical operations outside the

area ot military operations without sp��iti�- authority ·from 
Air Hoa4�uarierse . .. If this SquJd�on is required· to undertake

'bombing operations in ·close euppol't·. ot our troops, the greatest 
care ii to be taken th.at ob�eotives are accurately speo··ified 
and. the »iiote ere kept tully info111e4. as to the position of 

our own t11oop1j' •· 

(b) The primary role•of No. 261 Squadi,,n is to 
provide fighter �roteotion to the military and

naval foroes operating in KHUZIST.AN. This Squadron is NOT 
to be used for attacks against ground-objectives, except
t,10.t IRANIAN aircraft on the ground may be attaclced if the 
Uili tari Conu�iander agrees to the consequent reduction in the 
amount ot direct cover afforded to his troops. The manner 
in which the squad1"on is employed is left to the discretion
of o.o., BASRAII Wing, but, withitlJ Air Force limitations, 
should receive the approval of the Military Command•�• .Plans 
�or the emplo�ent _of fighters in thi� initial operation.must
take into accoun,t the absence of any adequate warning ·system· :
from the ground. . . 

· 
· ·· · ... .. ..

( c) The aircraft of Ne. 31 Squadron ·»etaobment may·-. be .. used to tr
�

-� ort troops, equipment �nd
supplies from SH.AIBAH or BAS to ABAD.AN or elsewhere as. and· 
when requi�•d by the Mili tar ��nder, who will indicat-e 

t�i'i his raquiroments to o.c., BAS�W�ng, In no ciroumstanoo&··· 
are transport aircraft to be despatched on a mission unless 
it is fully established that the landing ground to which they­
are proceeding is in our hands.

Continued/. o •• • Page 3 .... 
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The role of No, 844 Squadron is to undertaka
tactical reconnaissance and such other Amy co-operation tasks

are possihle, having regard to its limitations of equipment
and training, as required hy the Military Porce commander.

Bate of Oommencement of Operations,

3.

11,

as

The provisional date for the commencement of
12 August hut it is possible that a postponement

""The date finally decided upon will be

12.

operations is
may be necessary,
notified to all concerned by signal.

Security,

ProTa t'ne day preceding t.he commencement of
full black-out 'orecautions, dispersal of aircraft and

SIUIBAH and BASEAH ,

13.

operations,
defence measures are to be taken at HABBANIYA,

AmilklSTRlTION.

Station, RAB3AITIYA, will be

responsible for the administration of Nos. 11, 14 and 45 Squadrons
and detailed instructions have already been issued.

The 0,0=, R.A=P. Station, SHAIB/li, will be
responsible for the administration of Nos, 244, 261, 84 Squadrons
and’NOo 51 Squadron Betactiment and instructions have already been
issued in paragraphs 9 - 14 of ’lUiQ Coramand 'Operation Order No,
22/1941, dated 2nd August, 1941,

The 0.014, I'.*}

15 =

INTER-COMliUNIOATION.

The attention of 0.0., R.A.P, Station, HABBAMIYA, _
BAS PAS'Wing, is directed to Standing Operational |
'IRAQ Command, dated 21st July, 1941, copies of

These instructions are to be brought

16,

and the 0,0
Instructions,
which are held by them,
to the notice of all Squadron Oommanders.

• >

Orders issued to Nos. 11, 14 and 45 Squadrons by

ieadquarters will be Issued by means of Form ’'B" to these
The 0,0., BASRAS Wing, v^ill issue his orders also
*'B", Should it be necessary for this Headquarters

anv bombing instructions to 0.0., BASRAH Wing, Form 'VA" ,,

17.
this

Instructions,
by means of Pom
to ISfiB

will be employed.

TT
il

Pull signals instructions are being issued separately.18.

Reports.

19, All operations reports rendered by squadrons are to
be made In the manner prescribed in the Operational Instructions
referred to above.

ACKNOWLEDGE.20.

(Sgd.) 3.B. lARPIS.

Group 0
Senior Air 3

tain,
taff Officer.

Air Headquarters,
Royal ir Pox’ce i Iraq.n

Continued^ Page 4.



Recipient. 

a.a., No. 1-1 Squadron
o.c., No, 14 Squadron
o.c., No, 31 Squadron
o.c., No. 45 Squadron
o.c., No. 84 Squadron
O�C• No.244 _Squadro�e
o.c., No.261 Squadron
o.c., HABBANIYA.
o.c., MOSUL
r ,. a., SHAIBAH 
..1. c. , B.ASRAH 
O .• c., No.· "'4. R.S. Ue 
o�c., No. 32 A.S.P,
S.A�s.o., A.H.Q.
S. E. S • 0 • t .A. H. Q. 
A. 0. lt. , J .• H. Q.
S.P.s.o., .A.H.Q.
Org�nisation, A.H.Q. 
S e Rt' E. 0 • , Ji. H. Q. 
Annamei1t, A. II. Q. 
C. 3 • 0 • , .A, H.'�.
ea • .Accts., A.H.�.
a���-& A.E. A,H.Q •.
c. J�c·, J .• H. Q,.
. ... ·?I .. 0 •· , 1� • E • Q • 

. & ·:; ,, '. 
•

•
• • I • 3 • , .A. H • Q ,

, , • 1 ('1 I I"") ·'Q _, . \.. . -� . ' .'.� 

S.N. O.l? •. G. 

Go O, C • � 8 Di V •. . 
Ope·rations Reootad Book 
File• 
Spe.re 

APPENlllX 11A",.Page ••••••• 4. 

DISTRIBUTION LIST. 

Copy:No. 

1. 
2.�_:-'°, 
3.····.
4, .. 
6 •. 
6. 
7. 
a. 

9. 
10 • 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17, 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
a6. 
27. 
28.· ······

· 29 - .32. 
. 53 - 34. 

35. 
36 ·- 38. . . . 

Met hod .. of I ss\ue .•.. 

D.R.L. s.
D. :R� �-�-S • ..
D. R.t. s.
D. R.L. 8 1 . :·

.: By _air .• 
·. •BY air-,

·By D. R.L.S�
By D.R.L.S,.
By air.·
By air.
By air�
D.R.L.S.
D.R.L.s.

By hand. 
By hand. 
By hand. 
Bi" hand. 
By hand. 
BY hand. 
By hand. 
By hand, 
By hand� 
By hand� 
By hand. 
By hand •. 
By hand. 
D.R.L,S.,

By air. 
By a-ir. 

-0�0-0-0-0-0-0-

Ap. nendix "A'' to 
' .i:: I.c.o.o. No.23

iMUA1t :6IB F01t01, ... d·:ot 1941. 

Strength, 

The lRANtAN Air Force at 1.10·.1940 consisted of :-

. .. 
, .. 

Fighters - 25., 
�reining A1ro�aft • 

Gen�ral.Purpose aircrafv -.loo.

' 

�5. Pilots 300. 

l 1Y-:oes and numbers of operational aircraft.

\ .. Hurrican� - 1 (u/s. indefinitely)-. Fury - 24. 
Aud�x - 63. Hind - 34. Oxford 3. 

TEHERAN AREA 
AHWAZ 
TABRIZ 
MESHED 

Fighters, 

26 

( i) . Curtiss P. 40 ( TOMAHAWK) 9. 

General Purpose, 

54. 
18 .,

14 •. 
14. 

· These are being assembled at AfTIVAZ and will not-be in

(ii) 
service for a�proximately two months.
Rearwin Cloudstar Trainers 25. 
Of these 16 are reported to be in use. 

-o-o-o-0-0-0-o-
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SECIIET.

(R)To

Wlnf?
Station.

Prom • mm

(numloer),A# poa'i B

DATE.B,

INPOHMATIOrl.G.

IKTENTIOIT,D.

I'EHIOD GOVERE]}T-T

FORGES TO BE EliPIOTEB.P.

OBJEGTIVES AND BTa O - -.(A

TO EE EMi-LOYED ON K4CH*G.

ALTERNATIVE} OBJEGTIVES,H.

REPORTS PJL> B̂IPED.J*

ROUTEING,K.

MY 3PECIM INSTRUCTIONS.L.

BOMB LOAD.M.

GOIBOTNIGATIOWS.N.

AOHroWI.ErGE.0.

TIME OP ORIGIN MD DATEX *

PLAGE. Group Gaptain, Gomnaridings
Wing

Station.



AP?EN'DIX 1t C",

SECREr. 

To :- OoC., No. 11 Squadron
� 0 0 C., No. 1� ��uQtlron 

o.c., No. 45 �Qu2dron
(R) �

O. C. , HABBANIY.A.
Oa C., SHAIBAH.
Oa.C•, B.ASRAil)Wing.

·--c:/

From :- Air Headquarters, 'IRAQ. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

H. 

L. 

23rd .August, 19<11. 

IP�u�I.AN Government h�s failed to take steps to remove GERM.Al'TS 
from IRAN as demanded .by BRITISH c-:.nd RUSSI.AN .Governments .• 
BRI'11 ISH land i'o:,.�ces wiJ.l, there fore, invade IRAN to seoura 
the oilfielda vital to our war effor•t. BRITISH and RUSSI.AN 
r-;drcx•nft· will al so dr1op pamj)hlets on s elected IRANIAN towns 
ex-plaining h.Ci.Y theh-i Governnent has failed to take steps to 
::_)revent GEPJ� .• 11: (:xrloi t(..ttion of IRl-u"\f. 

To drop pamphlets on TEHERJJ.'1', E.ASH.AN, ISF.�HAN, SHIRAZ. 

Will be not�.f�_ed by sirrnal. 25/8� 

( i) 12 a.i.rc1�af't �n two flights 14 Squadron. 
( ii� 12 airicra:e� in two flights - 45 Squadron. 

( iii 12 ajroruft in two flights - 11 Squadron.

( · i
12 e L. c 1' Qft .... 14 Sg_uad1 ... on - T EHER.All. 

( 
(ii 12 aircraft 45 Squadron - KASH.AN:.

iii 6 aircraft 11 Squadron ISFAHAN. 
(iv 6 aircraft 11 Sg_uao.ron SHIRAZ. 

Nile 

Estimate of areas where pamphlets landed. 
·aircraft and movements of ground forces.
seen, their s ize and whether in use.

Reports of enemy 
Enemy aerodromes 

( i) 

( ii) 

(i) 

( ii) 

(iii) 
( iv) 

(v) 

Nos. _ 14 2nd 45 Squadrons direct H.ABBANIYA to objeotives 
and return. Aircraft may land at SHAHRABAN, BAQUBA or 
B.1GFJ)J.ill .L:CRP0:1T on return if short of fuel and inform 
.Air Heu/�·<'.llC:E-.ters who will a1-arange for fuel to be sent. 
No. 11 Squ2�dron HJ\BBJ-t._1\jIYA to SHAIB.AH. Refuel, 
SHAIB.AH ·- ISI�.AHA.N. - SIIIRA.Z - SHAIB.AH. Refuel. 
SEAIB .. UI - HABB./�NIYA• 

Flights r:i.ay be o::,dered by Squadron Commanders to 
pr•oceed·to objectives independantly, if flying in 
squadron formation should be considered to �nvolve risk 
of excessive ruel c onsumDtion. 
Both fli[;hts of No. 11 Squad.ron to fly over both 
objectives. 
No of:fonsive action to be taken in any ci11cumstanoes. 
Aircraft mE.y only fire guns if attaclrnd by enemy a/o. 
Pamphlets vn.11 be issued to S(J_uadrons by A.U.Q.
probab-ly :1.m. 23/8. 
One aircre.:rt in each :f'orma-tion to carry camera and . 
J?hotor;:cqJh objective. 

• 

I

· Continu�d/ •• •. �. Page 2 o
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.2.

(i i) - 60,000 leaflets,
- 35,000 leaflets,
- 40,000 leaflets,
- 25,000 leaflets.

For G

For G

For G

For G

M.

ii)(ii
(ill
(iv

Wireless silence until crossing frontier on return
.iourney unices forced to land on enemy territory in
'v7ialch case fact and p«*i.tion to lie signalled in SYKO
to A.]

iii)
iv)

TT 0.)j i • 'd ♦

N.

AGKNOV/LEDGE.

1200/25.V •

(Sgd,) B.A. GASSY.

Wing Commander,
STAFF,AIRAir Headquarters,

WIYA.'' -DTa



AF-^. BNDIX "B”.

oBG^ET.

liABBAJIIYA.

SHAIBAH.

BASRAH Wing.

O.CO.G.,
0..(Y,
O.C• 5

on

'I U 9 14 CciuacLron
45 octuairon

T7
• MTo • t

(R) O.C• >
O.GNo. • »

Ail* HeadouarterSy IRiProm : -

Form B,2,A.

23rd August, 194-1.

AS in Pom B.l, dated 23rd August, 1941.

To drop pamphlets on I^SVIN, QUM, KER^^ANSHAH and HAMADAN.

26th August, 1941.

B.

C.

D.

E.

12 aircraft - 14 Sc^uadron.P.

12 aircraft - 14 SouadrOn - Ih''»SVIN.n
U-.

Nil.H.

As in Form B.l, dated 23rd August, 1941,Oi.

Return flight directNo, 14 Squadron to KASVIN via SENNA,
to QAIYARA.

K.

(i) •  ■ Squadron to proceed to and from objectives in
squadron foivaation. Formation may s^Dlit up on
crossing frontier on return flight if necessary to
conserve fuel.

L.

(ii) furtherNo offensive action to be taken unle

orders received from Air Headquarters,

<5 o

(iii) One aircraft in each formation to photograph each
Ob3 active ch large tov/n loassed over.Q

40,000 leaflets.For GM.

dated 23rd ,Nigust, 1941,As in form A.l,N.

ACIHT011.Hi)GE.0.

1900/--3 L.S.T,V'
X  e

(Sgd.) B.A. CASEY.

Wing Gommander,
STAFF.AIR

Air Headquartei
HABBAfTIYA.

,'ia

^9



APPMBIX

3EGRBT>

No. 45 ScLU&dron (R) No. 11 Sauadron.
No, 14 Squadron,

iiaBBANIYA.
SriAIBAH.
BASRAIi WING.

0 n

0, G, ̂
p

m ^ 0 f0

To

tNr ora Air eadquarters, IRAQ.
*

Norra B.4.A.

25th August, 1941.B.

ap references 1/4 inch scale
Sheets 2A, 2N, 2K, 2J, 21, A...
BRITISH ground, forces will enter territory
ia-LWAQ,IN at dawn on the 25th August,
day they expect to have captured SAR-I-PUL P7984, GILAN
and NANT-I-SHAH oilfields.

t

IRi^Q/lRAN Series.n/r
iVi

2M

from

By the end of th

On the 86th August they ex

G.

at

pect
to have captured KARIN G1464 and SHAHABAD also named
HARUNABAD thus cutting off the PERSIAN troops in the
PMTAK PASS P.9478. By 1500 hours L.S.T. on 26th August
BRITISH troops will he West of a North and South line
through point P.8581 (4 miles East of SAR-I-PUL) and East
of a similar line through SAR-I-MIL G0569.
area between these two lines will thus he clear of BRITISH
troops.

The PIJTAK PASS

PERSIilN troops estimated at 10,000 strong with approx. 8 A.A.
guns are in positions defending the PAITAK PASS."'"’
well con«ealed.

They are

,It is hoped that air photographs of the area will he
I available0

(i) o bomb

1500 hour

To drop leaf:].3ts on riTlIABliN and KERi\'IANSHAH and any
COher towns of importance en route.

26th ..ugust, 1941.

IM troops in the PAITAK PASS area aft
rn •. - y

J.

rri
on»ht ij A O * j. « #0

(ii)

er
‘'^5th August.

E.

12 aircraft - No, 45 Squadron,

(i) 18 aircraft on objectives in PAITAK PASS area. If no
troops seen, area is to be bombed for moral effect,

(ii) Same 12 aircraft to drow pamohlets on HAMADAN and
KSRMMSHAH.

P.

G.

Nil.li.

Estimation of positions where bombs and pamphlets landed.
Movements and location of enemy gi*ound forces.
Enemy aircraft seon.

Prom HABB.TIIYA via KHiiNAQIN and QA3R-I-SIHRIN to PAITAIC

PASS, hence to HAthiDiiN, KHERMANSIhiH, BulGHDAD and return
HABBANIY.I.

J,

K,

Continued/ page 2,• • • • •
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�

This Form B cancels all reference to No. 45 Squadron in \
Form B.2 and cancels Form B.3. 

Special attention to be paid to formation flying over 
B.AGHDAD and other towns. 

Method ot bombing attack at disore�ion o,f .S_quadron 
Cormnander but orews °'O be PPl� warnocl not to attaok 
any objective outside area state4, 
..

.

For D. (i) 

For D. (ii)

Load 4. 

ao,.oqo r>am:vhlets .(including 30,'000 
originally. intended f.or No.· ll Squadron).

. . .  

,: 

·:'.: 

;�. . . 
Wireless �ilenoe u�til. cro:s·sing fronti-er: ·on return joum e1 
.unless f'o�ced to .. le.ma. on- enemy terri.tor-u,'.. in whicll case 
fact. �nd. 1r�9�i.tion to 1;:>e s•igti'all�d in s�o-.· to A.H.Q. 

.ACKr.'10VILE00E. 

1930/�5 L. s. T • 

. . . . . . 

(�gd.). S. B.· HARRIS. 

�-�ir ,;Headquarters� 
HABBANIYA • 

·Group Captain,
AIR STAFF,

. .. ..... 

·1 

\·.· . 



A);>PENalX

S EGRET ,

No, 14 Sauadron,To

’IRAQ.A,ir Headcuarters,Erora

Form B. 5.

86th. August, 1941.

AS in Eorra B.l, dated 23rd August, 1941.

To drop leaflets on HAI'iADAN and QlM.

27th Au,gust, 1941.

12 aircraft of 14 Squadron.

12 aircraft of 14 Squadron on HAliIADiAN and QUlvI,

Nil.

AS in Form B.l, dated 23rd August, 1941.

QAIYARA - HAMADAN “

As in Pom B2, dated 23rd August, 1941.

100,000 leaflets (50,000 each for IhUIADAN and QUM).
AS in Porni B.l, dated 83rd August, 1941*

QlM and return direct.

A#

B.

0.

B.

E.

P.

G.

J.

K.

L.

M.

N.

AGIITONLEDGB.0.

1800/S6 L.3.T,P.

(3gd.) A.JtB. BOSS.

Major, G.S.O.II,
Duty Operations. OffiCASa,

Headquarters,Air

HAE3ATI:: ̂



A^PMDIX

SECRET.

No. 11 Squadron and No, 45 Sauadron.
(r) R.A.P. Station, HABBANIYA.

To

t
IRiiQ.Air Headquarters,P rom • mmrn

Pom B. S,

26tli, August, 1941.B.

1/4 inoh scale ’IRAQ/IRAN series.
British, ground foroes are disposed as follows
column in area just West of PAITAK PASS, Map Ref. P,93?8,
A second colunln is advancing p.n. today on SfLiHABAD (also
named liARUNABAD), Map Ref. G.4346, with intention of
continuing advance tomorrow to KARIND, Map. Rof. G.1464,
thus cutting off PSRSIM troops in the PAITAK PASS.
PERSIAN troops at, 10,000 strong with 8 A.A. guns are reported
in concealed positions defending the PAITAK PASS. Air.
photographs of the area will he available.

Sheets 2P and 3J,
One

G.

TO drop leaflets on KERMANSHAH,' MALAYAR, SULTANABAD,
KHURRAMAB/J), and DIZPUL.

27th August, 1941.

r»;raft of No. 11 Squadron.12

D.

E.

P.

]1 Squadron to drop leaflets on12 aircraft of No
ohj cc". ives given in D.

G.

-\T
INil*

Eatination of positions where honihs and leaflets landed.
Movements and locations of enemy ground foroes,
aircraft seen.

Enemy
f..; •

liA3B.priYA - BAGHD/dS - IvERivLilTSiL'iH - MALAYER - SULTANABAD -* '

la-IURIL'liABAD - DI3PUL - BAGIWJ) - HABBMIya.

K.

Special attention is to he paid to formation flying over
BAGIiDiiD and other towns.

L.

170,000 leaflets, for equal distribution over thePor D.

five targets.
M.

Wireless silence until crossing the frontier on return
.journey unless forced to land in enemy territory, in which
case fact and position to be signalled in SYKO to Air
Headquarters, ’’IRAQ.

N.

..\GKIT0',/LEDGE.n

1930/2S L.S.P. T,

(Sgd.) A.J.D. ROSE Major

for Group Captain,
Sj 0.o.

Headquarters,
’ IJiAQ..

Air

IIABB



appendix:

No, 14 Squadron*To

Air Headquarters, ’IRACi*From

Form B.7.

B. 2’7tli August, 1941.

drop leaflets on TENJAW - TAKESTAK - HAMADAN - SEN^TA
and any suitable towns en route,

reference of TAKISTAN is 36° 05’ N., 49° 45’ E.

20th August, 1941,

12 aircraft No. 14 Squadron,

12 aircraft No, 14 Squadron as in D above.

As for B.1,

K, As required,

M. 100,000 paiaphXets at discretion of Squadron Commander,

N. As for Form B*l.

A
^4

ToD.

Map

F.

♦

0. AGMOi/LBDGE.

p. 1845/27 L.3.T,

(Sgd.) A,J,D, ROSE Ma;)or

Group Captain,
S, A, S, 0#

forTSSS,:jTP • TT ^ ̂'’01
.iU. u

!
IRAQ,

T r

s.



AP?jg-TDIX ”I"«

3E®]i]T.

No. 11 Sc[uadron and. No, 45 Scii^dron.,
(R) R.A.R* Station, HABBANIYA,

To

Air HeadcLuarters, *ISAQ>*Prom

Pom B.8»A,

27th August, 1941.B.

1/4 inch scale’IRAQ'/IM series Sheets 2P and
PSRSIiiN troops estimated 10,000 strong with 8.A,A,^
reported in concealed positions holding PAITAI^ PAob
P.9378. 0\m troops - Northern column! in area just _ West of
PAIT.IK PASS (P.9378) with forward elements along line
P,9278 - P.9388, Southern column advanced from GIL/lM
(P.8437) to SHAIiABilD (IBIRUIUBAD) G.4346, 1400 hours 26/8,
with intention of continuing advance to KARIND G.1464 thus

cutting off PERSI.U^ troops reported in PAITAK PASS, Air
photographs of this area are availahle.

gunsC.

To drop leaflets on BURUJYED and GULPATGAN.

(ii) To he prepared to bomb PERSIAN troops resisting our
advance during daylight 28/9/41,

(i)D.

28th August, 1941.

12 aircraft No, 45 Squadron,

12 aircraft No. 11 Squadron.

12 aircraft No, 45 Squadron to drop leaflets on
objectives given in I) (i).

(i)

(ii)

(i)

-  ,1

P.

G.

12 aircraft No. 11 Squadron to standby at 2 hours
Bombs atObjectives to be issued later.notice,

(ii)

dispersal point but not loaded.

H. Nil.

and leaflets landed.

Any
Estimation of positions where bombs
Iiovcmients and locations of enemy ground forces,
aircraft seen. One aircraft in each plight to photograph
object _ves.

J.

No. 45 Squadron HABBAJ^'IYA - BAGHDAB - BURUJYED -
KHURRAMABAB - BAGHDAB - HABBAITIYA.

No, 11 Squadron to be issued later.

Special attention to be paid to fomation flying
over BAGHDAB and other towns*

Special instructions for bombing to be issued later.

Aircraft are not to cross PERSIAN territory at
height below 3,000 feet.

Per D (i) - 40,000 leaflets for equal distribution
over targets.

Per D (ii)

GULPAIGiiN -

Load 4.

(i)i:.

(ii)

(i)L.

(ii)

(iii)

(i)M.

(ii)

Continued/, Page 2.
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Wireless silence until crossing frontier on return
unless forced to land in enemy territory* in whichjourney

K.

case fact and position to be signalled in SYIiO to Air
Headquarters, 'IIIAQ.

AOMOWLEDGE.

1730/27 L.S.T.

J.

P.

(3gd.) A*J.D, ROSE

Major

for Group Captain,
AIR STAFP.Air Headquarters,

HABBANIYA. * IRAQ, .



appendix

Air Headquarters,
Royal Air Por»e in IRAQ*

Prom

Commanding, No, 45 Sq.oadron.OfficerTo
«

0 C., R.A.P. Station, HAB3ANIYA.
Porce Headquarters, BAGIiDAD*Copy to

27th August, 1941.Date

SECRET.

3,12800/10/Air, 0,

OPERATION ORDER FOR SPECIAL RECONNAISSANCE*

Ref

Suhqect

2J and ai.1/4 inch to 1 mileMap Ref,
-Ripnheim aircraft is to he detailed to
® AcomAsLnce in the SHAHAB^) - KBEM.WSHAH

28th August, 1941.

1,
out a special
at 06.30 hours.

carry

area

riPDOTAL targets^

KERI.IANSHAH.moveraents on road SHAHABAD -(a) Any enemy

Any enemy positions on high ground on either side
o/main road CHAHAR - ZABAR (Map Ref. Sq. G. 55).(h)

RHi'ORTS.

Message containing report is required at KIIANAKIN
ihen Divisional Headquarters Code Sign will he
displaved in circle. If no sign: displaj^ed
message is still to he dropped in circle.

(i)

Room, Air Headquarters?Verbal report to Operations
on completion of operation,

AOKNOVLEDGE.

(ii)

2.

(Sgd.) S.B. HARRIS.

G/Cpt.

for Air Vice Marshal,
Commanding, R,A.P* in !Iraq.T.C'

0810Q_.,L^rm. p.
.1 »

4



APPENDIX "L".

lIOoT SBGR-ET.

THE BtvIPLOyi..IBI^ OF THE MIL FORCES Qg THE BASRAH l,yiNG
IN EXBOUTIOH OF TliE ORDER ''GOIMTSNANGB"^

IIUQ Command Operatipn* Order No. 23/1941
dated 8th August, 1941).

I(Refer to R.A.E.

1. The Air Forces available for this operation consist of

No. 261 (f.
No. 34 (B»

No. 2-'i4 (G.P,
No. 31 (B.T.

Squadron
Squadron

Squadron (Section of 4/6 Vincents).
Squadron (6 Douglas / Valentia).

:

The limits of use of this force have been
Air Officer Commanding, R.A.F., 'IlhlQ, under the directive
received from H.M. Government in the U,K
are as follows

13 Hurricanes, 6 Gladiators
Approx. 12 Blenheim Bombers1

2. d do\TO

and in broad te• *

 by the

rms

(a) The neutrality of Ilb'iN must be respected by our
aircraft, until after the land forces have entered IlhlNIAN
territory.

(b) ^ offensive action may be taken until and unless armed
resistance is encountered by our land forces,

(c) If force haS' to be used in the occupation of the 'i
then air action is to be confined strictly

on _ the HhVTIAN Air Force and its bases in the
giving close supTjort to our land forces and to

gainst hostile air attack,

(d) Limitations in detail for the types of aircraft employed
are as follows •-

provinc
of KHUZISTAN,
to attacks

province,
protect them

e

(i) Fighter aircraft are to be employed solely to

provide cover against enemy air attack, and to
straff enemy aerodromes and landing grounds,
Tf'ot be used for close sup-;
straffing of enomy positions.

They may
ort of the land forces and low

(ii) BO'lijers •are to be used to attack enemy positions
proTiwed that definite targets can be indicated and

enemy aerodromes and landing grounds, and, if
necessary, strategical reconnai

(iii) The Vincent aircraft can only be used provided
enemy air activity has been overcome,

crafi; are slow and cumbersome and provide a perfect
target for enemy fighters.
If enemy air activity is neutralised, then these aircraft
v/ill be employed on nomal Aimy co-operation, reconnaiss
ance, etc.

ance in the KHUZISTAN Areass

These air-

‘  pm pointed,

I .

(iv) The Bomber/Transport aircraft will be used only to
convey troops from one sector of the operations to

another as recmix*ed„ provided that the aerodrome or
proceeding is definitelylanding ground to vmich they are

in our hands.

^n the event- of onposition being encountered by our land
lorces oh meir ini'cml ejntry into IIL’irt, the operations of the

v/ill be as follov/s

Continued/

3.

xirctAir Force on th

Page 2,



:· ·. ···� 
. \ •· .... 

, . ... .  ·:·! .! ' .  : ·.·• . ·. . 
. 

· (:i.i) .. :·:,F1gb.ters· will ,attack ·the _aerod·romes_ at AHWAZ . and BAUD.AR SHAHl?UR with the objeot of destroying
the enemy aircraft on the �round. 

"(iii) .. The bo�b�rs 
.. will standb� at "Readiness•• to give

. .· Sl.lllPOrt · as,-required by the land forces ·and/or 
bo�b �nemy �erodromes. if necessary, when the reports of

, t\1e .fighte�s engaged· in: straffing the ·enemy aerodromes 
·a �a .. +'e�eived·. · · .. 

_The VJ-qoents _will .standby for reconnaissance .
. �s · required. · .. -· 1 · 

i. . ... 

The B·.�. aircraft rlll standby -for t;oops 
movement as required.

... . 

. ( vi)' :·.- Should·<it. be .considered .that- �ir �;pposi tion had 
been overcome by the first sortie·of t�e fighters,

then the Vincente would be employed on reqpnnaissance 
( a) over the column· ��taeking 1'4rw1\,'8- and ·(b}. p.y_fjr ..·
A E ,\ �) ",·J/"'

1
r..,.ru· Tl:."> j\T,•T��1·rf,•"tm .f. rea·. ' ':. . -'. .. · . . . 

... . J.,n.. -' ll..i.. .u. _,..:\., u. ..... .L.t1;:[ . ,� • 

( vit.) A fighte·1 .. pat1--01 will stari
°

dby· at 0Readineas 11 tor 
.,;' . the. defence .or·. the BASRAH Dock Area, Airport· and· 

SILU:B.AH AeroG1:romes. . .
4. The· foregoing indic·ate- the p·reliminary role of· the :ro.rces
and air action from thence onwards.must be guided. by the tu�
of events on the ground. · •-.

Vling I-LQ. 
• •

•• t , '  ... 

t •..• 

_____ -------.. 

(Sgd.) D.L. THOMSON 

Group Captain, 
·C.omnanding1 JaASRAH Wing.

\ 



itT-Ttl
J,i ».

SECRET.

ROYAL AIR FORCE. BASRAH -yiHG HEADQUARTERS

.TIOH,. ORDER NO. 1/1941.o: -1”) r

0-,D
t

'Sration Order(in ara'olificatj.on ol ' 1.440 CoraLicina
No. 35/1941;, d.:.-ted tlie Sth 4u,p-ust. 194-1').

G tat ion, SH. iJ-iii.
Tl

O.C .R, A
To *  •• ?

(Eigliter) Souadron.
'SoBljer) Souadron,
General luraose) Squadron,

port) SuLu'dron.

No, 361
44

244

No

' •

0.

0 r\

0,0. j
:;0. 31 (Boni'jcr

Ttie Rorce Go. l .nder (3 Div
X  .

r-i

0 n nsv±

/ »

G.CS.N.4,4.G.

A i N o' -1. d (! u a r t e r s,
Operations Record Boota
Spc re - o copiies.

Officer Conmanding, R.A.P# Wing, BASRAH.Prom

Pona bi/1941.

11th August r

A.

1941.B.

."or to ’l A'.Q Command Operation Order No. 23/1941, dated
1941.U'mst,

C.
6tl-

IRA2TM Air Force in the IHIUZISTAN Area.
Array and Naval Forces from air attack

To destroy the
To irrotect the
during the occupation of the province of KIIUZISTAN.

rategic homhing of military ohjectives in close
support of our ground forces and the destruction of
IRANIiilt aerodromes and air forces, on the ground.

St

JU

(3)

Sauadrons to he at ’’Readiness’* at first light on the day

xjV D.'l,. to await the.;^exeGuJiion~ order.....i!Go”, It is to he
clearly unci erstood'"Th£'t with the v/ord "go” will he given
the specific tasks to he carried out at that particular
time," and these ?mll he indicated in the following manner

"GO" Tasks G.I II, IV, VII". NO repeat NO other
tasks are to he unclertaken until prefixed vfith the word "GO".

t1

lij*

6 Gladiators.261 iSciuadron - 13 Hurricanes,
12 Blenheim Bombers.

244 Squadron - 4/6 Vincents.
31 3q.uadron - 6 Douglas / Valentia.

34 Sciuadron
P. No.

No.

a

h

No.c

(N No.

To maintain a standing fighter patrol of 4 Hurricanes
over ABADAN and KliURRAIlSHAHR.
To maintain a standing fighter patrol of 2 Hurricanes

alternating with 3 Gladiators over BANDAR SliAIiPUR*
To attack v/ith 2 Hui»rioanes, aerodromes and landing
grounds likely to he occupied hy the enemy, i.e,
DOR&iUAIN, KUT ABDULLAH, AHWAZ and BANDAR MJISHUR.
NOTE: DORQUAIN and ICUT ABDULLAH are A.I.O.C.

L.GS. which might possibly he used hy the
IRANIAI'TS.

To have standing-'hy at 3HAIBAH, 1 Gladiator at
"Readiness" and 2 "Available" to provide a measure
of defence for the BASRAH Dock Area, Airport and /
SHAIBAH Aerodrome,

One flight of 3 Blenheims to destroy the enemy
aerodrome at AJ’.WAZ and any enemy aircraft found
dispersed thereon. Continued/. Page 2.

(1)G.

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

tK



J. 

K. 

(vii) 

(viii) 

( ix) 

APPENDIX· "M'' . - , 

Page ••••••• 2. 

....... , ... 
. :.. .. . . .  . 

♦ . . ......... . ' • • .. 

One flight of 3 .. Blenheims. to attack the Naval 
Barracks at KHURR.AMSHJ\rm and the Military Barracks 
at AB.ADAN. . ... 
One flight of 3 Blenheims to gun positions at. 
KHOSRO'N"ABAD. . . 
All available Vincente. to·stand-by for reoonnaissance 
over the AHWAZ Column .and over .ABAD.Al'T and KHURRA.'M• 
sH.AHR. . . . . . . . 
Six BoT• aircraft to stand-by on call for any troop 
carrying as required by the Army. 

Only as spec�ioally called for, 

Assessment of damage done and 1-ieports of enemy aircr aft. 
or movement of ground forces, location of gun positions 
etc. 

As per standing instructions for BASBAH Airport and SHAIBAH. 

(1) The A.I.o.c. have 5 ».H. 86 (Rapides) which. nonnalty
are at ABAD.AN. These airora:tt are not:�ei,eat not
to be attacked either in th.e air or on th.e ground
under any circumstances.· ..

(ii) '. In view of the fact that, in some oases, the maps in
use by all az,ns of the forces may not be the same
re�er.ence and scale., .1ndioations of target may be
given by usins the.· ."Clock'' code and the name .of the
place., 1 •. ec. a sun pos.ition 4 milee south ot ABADAN

. would b� s·hown as "Gun 4 miles ABAD.AN ·6 o'clock". ·, 

(i) For G {v) 
ii) For G vi) 

f 111) For G vii) 

- Load 3,
- Load 4.

· - Load 4.

N. As per signals instructions attached.

o. A�\a1owledge.

T.o.o. 0800 hours G.1�.T.
• I 

·NOTE:. The date of D. l ··will be notified later. 

:·· 'i ■ 

�-···•·---

. • .. · .. 

(Sgd.) D.L. ,THOMSON. 

Group Captain, 
opnun�nding, BASRAH Wing.

. 
\ ... ' 

l 
• 

• • • • ■ '



APPENDIX "M",
Page 3.»»»♦»» e

SIGNALS INSTRUCTIONS POR OPEHATION ORDER NO, l.»

PersQ-nnel*1.

Advanced U^it (261 Souadron),
■  1 Sgt,, 1 Gpl., 4 A.G. VvyT. Operators.
Base Unit (261 Squadron),

1 Sgt., 3 ¥/T, Operators.
R.A.P. Lorry (to accompany 8 Div.

2 Gpl. ¥/T. O-oerators. .
Battery Ground Sets (peceiver only)*

2 A.Gc ¥/T. Operators in readiness to proceed:, from.
oILxIBAH in transport to Ue supplied "by the Army and
to acf;ov.ipo.ny li.Q, 25th Brigade.

H. Q.) ,

(a)

(l)

(c)
(d)

and Location.Bqui'praent2.

No. 261 Squadron Advanced Unit.(a)

One R/I* facie Set
One V//T. Pack Set,
and Receiver R. 1084,
Two Charging Sets,

No. 261 Squadron Base Unit.

At present embarked
H.M.S. SEA BELLE,

(h)

•  1 Situated Dispersal Point,
R.A.P* Station, SHAIBAN*

Y//T. Pack Set
Charging Set.

0ne

®ne

(c) R.A.g, Lorry.

One WA. Pack Set. )
One Charging Set, )

In.' readiness at R.A.P.
Station, BASRAH.

3. In± t -1 DTI

Advanced U-m't y/ill communicate with fighter aircraft by
. with Base Unit by ¥A*

Station will iceerj watch, on these frequencies
to act as link, if necc.':oary.

.. ,A,P., vZ/T, Lorry will cor.iuunicate with SILIIBAH as
detailed by Officer Comaanding, Wing Headquarters.
Battery Grouna- Set Operators will receive their
xnstru'jtions from Brigade Commanders.
S.TTAIBAH f^ain Station v/ill effect, communication with all
¥/T, airG,raft operating fi’om EASE.
SILiIBnH ^''"ain Station will maintain watch with H.M.S.
SEA BELLE.

K/'T C..I

-J. Z.lr- y-,

(a)
- kJ

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

4, Codes,

(i) Transposition Code Key words for the month of August
have been issued to 2 (a)^ 2 (b) ^^d 2 (c) above.

(•A Transposition and a pre-arranged system of aircraft code
words will be used by No, 261 Squadron Advanced Unit and
No. 261 Squadron Base Unit ¥/T. Pack Sets.

Continued/ Page 4.• • • o •
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4.

JUIL

nd greoaencl^s^^

¥/T. 4-8 60 Kcs,

WA* 4360 Kcs.

R/T. 5350 Kcs.

R/T, 53iO Kqs,

¥A. 4860 Kcs.

2

5. ,i£iis

61 Sqdn. Base Dispersal Area.

261 Sq.dn. Advanced Unit,

261 Sqdn. Advanced U^it.

261 Scidn. aircraft.

WA* I'ack Set fitted in lorry,
(officer Commanding, ¥ing H.Q,).,

SHAIBAH Bomlier aircraft
operational freq.uenoy.

HAIBAH' aircraft nen-operational
requency (also W* Ground

Station),,

SHAIBAH with H,M.S. SEA BELLE.

244 Sqdn, ARTY/R, Operational
aircraft frequencitjs.;

,■ ' 844 Sqdn, TAC/R. Operational
aircraft frequencies.

mmu\6GY

Q9T

HILLY

TOPIC

UK?

W/T, 4290 Kcs,07T

V/T, 6500 Kcs,GES7

VA» 4300 K«s,
4930) Kofl.
4800) ,

VA* 4700)Kcs,
4420)

6M

m3

MD6

15th Augtyt^.J.94il^,



appen^ihx

MOST SP!GRET>

ROYAL AER PORCE WING HEADQUARTERS, BASRAH,
OPEIg'iTION ORDER NO, 5/1941,

To 0,0
0.0
O.G
Force CoLiiTiander, No. 8th Division.

R.A.P. Station, SilAIBAH.
No. SI Squadron Detacliment*
No. 361 Squadron.

♦ 9

 9

• ?

« -•

A. Fona B.3, 1941.

21st August. 1941o

British ̂ ndian Voiaen and Children are heing evacuated froia
the scattered areas around M.I.3. to '.’a concentrated area in.
HAFT IvEL. To cover this evacuation, troops will he landed
as below.

B.

C.

D. lu Force Commander to land troops
thd HAFT KM. aerodrome for the purpose of escorting evacuees

the A.I.O.C. Limited. These troops will then
groun?forSes°°^^^^^ relieved by

on

E. Prom first light on the day D until completion of the operation
(i) All available Valentia. aircraft

Squadron Detachment.

Two Long Range Hurricanes of No. 261 (f.) Squadron.

Of No. 31 (B.T.)

(il)

F.

G. Nil.

H. Nil.

As calledC.' » tor.

Direct route

AlWiZ via minimumSiIAIB;.H - HAFT lOSL, but skirting the town^ of
of 30 miles to the South East.

L.
TUe amplmliig of^theyroops at SMlBAH will Be arranged Between
/“ and the O.Co, the Troops conceivied
(Baluoc. Regiraenb), Aircraft will leave the ground at a time

landing to be affected at liAFT KEL at
?? fu* fighter escort, which is to accompany and

protect_ the Bomber Transports, will not land at HAFT IvEL durinn
Bomber Transport aircraft are on the ground

On the completion of the deplaning of the troops, the
Transport aircraft yall immediately return to base, LaiS
a-companied by ..he fighters, using the same route as for the

°f the BomBer Transport
aircictit at hAi..T IHIL, the fighter escort will investio-ate the

^^icinity to ensure that no opposition is
be encountered. The Bomber Transport aircraft v/ill

not attempt to land until they have received the aiopropriate
signal from uhe Leader of the Fighters to say that^the^aero-
arome is clear. ..t is discovered that op-oosition wiS be

landing, the echelon
^  cA ; 5 o -Lili vL LA X ui 0 v.« _L >

Continued/ Page 2.• ♦ • » *



APPENDIX ’’n",
P^e 2.

Signals between Fighter and Bomber Transport aircraft
are to be arranged mutually betvreen the leaders of the two
flights. ■

M. Nil.

Wireless silence is to be observed except in emergency*

Aclcnowledge,

T.0.0. 1100 G.M.T. 21/8/41,

•L'l •

0.

P.

(Sgd.) D.L, THOMSON

Group Captain, Commanding,
Wing Headquarters, BASRAH, {v7ing 'Iieadc[uart ers,

• •i



APPENDIX "0".

HOST SECRET.

ROYAL AIR EOHCE Y/ING H .DQUARTSRS, BASRAH
OPERiYTIOH ORDER NO.4/1941.

IT'

O.C
n

Force GOini

:i« •• 5

0 No

3HAIEAH.

Squadron,
cinder, c® Division*

To *

 r • ̂

0-4

C-ncel Operation Order No, 2 and substitute Operation
Order No,4/1941.

Form B.4.

21.8.41,

25th Inf. Edge, is proceeding from TANNOOMAH to QASR SHEIKH'
(H,39 ̂  & M, D.1,8), during the night of D minus 1/D.l to
engage enemy troops reported to be in that area.

To carry out a reconnaissance over the area in the vicinity
of QASR SHEIIvH. Observe ground signals and if necessary
summon one flight of No, 84 (b) Squadron from SHAIBAH to
give support to our troops by bombing.

From 1st light.

One Vincent aircraft of No. 244 Squadron.

Nil.

A.

B.

C.

D.

S.

G.

Nil.n

Usual Recco, Report,J.

Direct,K.

Nil.L.

Nil*iVi •

Nil*N*

A cknoY/ledge.w *

rci r-
1 A-*. • 1100 G.M.T.i. ,

(Sgd.) D.L. THOMSON.

!•» P.
Group
Wins-

s'lnr: n

oniiian dingy
X i G 3 9 BAS R.‘-ir.jj.i#

in,'•D G

...eauo Ur



appestbix "p".

SIGNALS REPORT ON OPERATIONS IN IRAN.

The following are brief comments on R.^uF.
oomraimications during the recent operations in IPtiN which,
liov/ev«r, were of ouch short duration that very little can he
said.

1 • W/T. POINT TO POINT aO:^ulUNI(L\TION.

onnal R-^-.F. V//f.
satisfactorily.

(a) it
.'oint to point communications functioned

opuKitional
yeciaVW/l’. point to point channel operated hy No, 261

Sauadron functioned vary satisfactorily and was, in fact,
used for otlier purposes and by other services for clearing
traffic.

(b) The

(c) The two tenders allotted for use with R.A.F. ̂ laison
Officers with the Amy functioned satisfactorily from

wireless point of view but from a mobile point of view were
seriously handicapped owing to the greater speed of the army
rehioles with which they travelled. This resulted in a certain
amount of delay in clearing signals as the vdrele
frequently left behind in the earlier stages.

a

tender wasO c;
o o

II■‘■^ov^ever7 this
stresses the uoint that arrangements for the provision of
wireless stations, cither mobile or immobile, for R.A.F.
amy puri;)OGeB, must be made well before they are required as
GlgnalB arrangements have to fit in with an organisation which
cannot be prepared at a moment's notice (as occurred in this
case) tfind -oroduce the best results.

on

S. AIRORAFT V/I, 001IIUIIICATION.

Limited use was made of this by bomber aircraft and results
obtained were unsatisfactory. However, this can be attributed
to inoz;iperience in operators which at the moment is a common
cause of aircraft l/r* failures throughout the R.A.P.
intensive training scheme for aircraft V/A, operators and all
signals personnel is about to be commenced in this Command,

An

AIRCR.CB'T R/T. COIi: NNIGATION.3.

Only one_fighter squadron was involved but results obtained
were very satisfactory. In one particular instance a range
(ground to air only) of 250 miles was obtained between a I.Cp,
ground station and a Hurricane fitted with a T.R.  9 D.
constant range of 70 - 80 miles two-way R/T,
using T.R, 9 D. (crystal controlled), pilot using an EoH, microphone.

A fairly
v/as also obtained

4. coif'UNI0.11 ION.LANDIf• i-l :j

No remarks, as there were no landlines of importance all
R, A,F. landline requirements are at the moment in course of being
installed.

5. GENERAL.

A gross misuse of priority on signals occurred during these
short operations both by the Army and the R.A.P. The highest
priority, that of "MOST IIIIEDIATE", the use of v/hich cannot be
delegated, was used many time where it should not have been used.
The matter has been taken up separately vdth departments concerned.

(Sgd.) J. THOMPSON,

Squadron Leader,
Chief Sirrnals Officer.th Se-^te- :  k,; o' .Ah




