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\ 24 ) : Recent exchanges of diplomatic notes between the
two Govérmments had failed to improve the situation, and finally,
after steru warnings by both BRITISH and RUSSIAN Governments were
ignored, it was decided that certain portions of IRAN should be
occupied in order to protect both BRITISH and RUSSIAN interests

and to provide a L. of C. betWeen RUSSIA and the South (PERSIAN

Page 2,
. BRI EI* ‘“3MW‘GF EVENTS LE&DING UP _TO TﬂE GUTBREAK
OP 1105 TILITIES aND TdD OBJhCT OF THm OPERATIONS,

1. 4 For ‘sorie con81derab1e ‘time H.B.M s Government

f GERMAN agents into IRAN which, despite requested requests
nd ‘Warnings to the IRANIAN Gov ernmeént, had- increased rather
than decreaséd in tne past few weeks.

ggmd viewed with growing concern the-infiltration and activities

oy

3 © The aim of the operations,--therefore, was the
capture and the occupation of the oilfields in the North West
(NAFT-I-SHAH district), “the o0ilfields in KiTUZISTAN. with the

..Refinery at ABADAN, and to. gain control of the TransyIRANIAN
“nDailway from BANDAR SHAHPUR in the South to the railheéad on the

CASPIAN SEA at BANDAR SHAH.

TIE FORCES AT THE DISPOSAL THE. ROYAL AIR
TORCE, TR ARMY, AND %ﬁﬂ ﬁﬁ%AL NAVY, ® -

The Royal iir Force,

4, - '* ' The Air Forces available were divided into two

distinct Groups. ‘The Southern Group, operated from SHAIBAH,

under the Cowmand of Group Captain D.L. THOMSON who was desig-
nated Officer Counénding, .¢SRAW Wing. © It comprised ;-

No. 261 (F.) Squadron (0.C., S/LdT. B.ife MASON, D.F.C.).
No. -. 84 (B. Squzdron (0.C.,. S/Ldr, W.T. RUSSELL).
No. 244 'G.P.g Sguadron (0.,C., S/Ldr. H.V. ALLOWAY).

Nos 31 (BeTs) Sguadron. (0.Ces. S/Ldr. A. BURWSIDE,. D.F-c )
The Northern Group, operatlng from HABBANIYA under my direct ~
Co:mand, comprised :-

No. 11 23, Squadron (GC.C., W/Cdr. AsL. BOCKING, D.F.C.).
No. 14 (B.) Squadron (0.C., W/Cdr. D.C." STA?LmTON, D.F.C., A. F.C )
No. 45 (B.) Squadron (0.C.,, W/Cdr. J.0. WILLIS, D.F.Cs)s

The Lray.

5. The \nny under the coumand of Lieutenant General
e e JTINLY, CoeBey D & C.BsE., the G. C,C. 'TRAQ, were also
divided into ‘two IO“CGS. The Southern Force, commanded by
ii@jor General C,0., HARVEY, C.V.0s, C.B.E., M.C., consisted of
the 8th Indian Division, conmprising the 18th, 24th and 25th
Indian Infantry Brigades with their attendant Field Regiments
and Field Companies, etc. The Northern Force, cormanded by
Major General W.J. SLIM, 1i,Ces consisted of the 10th Indian
Divisiony comprising the 2nd and 9th Indian .rmoured Brigade,
the 21st Indian Infantry Brigaae and varlous Field Regiments
and Field Companies.

Continued/..sss Page 3.
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Co The Naval Forces, under the command of commodore

Cuiie GRAILDM, the Senior Naval Officer in -the-PERSIT-AN- GULF, -
consisted of - .

One Aimoused Merchand Cruisor (H.M.A.S. KANIMBLA)
and five sloops, together with various smaller
craft including tugs, launches, d4'hows and
Burika barges.

LHE, COMPQSITION /ND NDISPOSITION OF TIHE IRANIAN FORCES,
"PERSIAN Troops in the SENNEI ~ KEQMANS%Aﬁ Area,

7 Bth (KHEURDISTAN) Dive HeGe seseeee SENNEH,

SAXRIZ SRV IIIPIEI I VY 14 Cave Regte -
6 (I) Bn. Gendarmerie,

SENNEH soesoveercscosessss O Arty. Regt, (nixed).
228, (MUZAFFER) Inf. Regte
8 (I) Bn. Gendarmerie.

. W/T. Sec. : .

BANEH eesoavnonteevasessse 24 Inf, Regt,

MBRIVAN eospeesescensesene 33 Inf, Regt,

MAUSAUD vespsessnssereeres-?7 (I) Bn., Gendarmeris.

Sth Bne Englneors seeeeoee Dots. throughout Area, .

Reinforoaments en goute from ISFAHAN,

8. "13 Div, T8 37 Inf. Regt,
18 Art Ve GPe :
2th (KEMLQNSIMI‘) Dlv. H. Qo seoaee KERMAJ.‘TSH.AHQ
I\.BL&MISHAH veeterscaseoves 23 Qav, Regt,. .- _
38 Inf. Regt.
QAbR—-I-SHIRIN 14 Arty. Regt. (mixad) .

and 00000t 39 Infq Regt. 1358
NAFT=-I-8HAH one Bn,

PUSI‘IT"I?KUI’I AR NN N RN N One Bn. 39 . Inf, Regt.
‘ b Regte. Gendarmerie.

Reinforcements which had arrived or were ebout 0 arrive,
9% (i) From 1 Div, (TEHERAN).
20 Info R@g‘bo

Ona Arty. Regt. (Skoda 105 short).
Btys, Mtn. Arty. . . e

(ii) From 2 Div. (_LmuR.

6 Info Reg‘l‘m o
21 Inf. Regt,
One Arty, Regt. (Skoda 105 short),
Btys, lxtno AI"by. '

AHWAZ = ABADAN - KHURRAMSHAHR Area.’

104 |
LOCATION, o TROOPS,
AHWAZ . 1.Taf.. Regt. él Dive), -
o 2 Inf, Regte (1 Div.),.

11 Inf, Regt. (15 Div.).
(Dets. from these Regts. are at
SUS.NGURD) .

: 8 Light Tanks,

5 Mediu Tankse

Continued/sss4. Page 4.



LOCATION, . TROOPS,

SUSANGURD ... 'Déi..T.Ins. Regt. ' |
" Det. 2 Infy Regt.
Dét. 11 Inf Regts =~ - o b
QASR 4 aircraft,
o . 10 .L-z.l"f’ld.o ‘T'Sq

70 MOtdr Cerss :
160 Yeoulsltloned lorrleo.
600 horsess ~

. ... 10 guns, ‘
VI ‘Ong Régt. (30 Inf. Regt or 45 Inf,
AP ‘Régts) ' 6° mv
Dimun ';'.;1’9 Ing. Regbe (6'Divi)yr @ ¥
SHUSH A :1 ‘Cave % probably 9 Cave Regt. (6 Div.),
30 miles W.._”‘ f Detso oI tIpsy’ brobale remalﬂder of
of HAWIZEH ;«'. 6 Dlv., strenrth OOO' v
Qaspar 7 ‘One Coy.” Inf, SRS
two bt"s. AI”E.V. 6 DiY.
“trabsport ¢ Lo
ABADAN 13 Int, Qegb. (6 pive), ©
cltal S, One Int, Aegto.(probqblj 11 Regt.
Gendarmerle (8 Divi)e =
KHURRAMST{AHR JHetws 6 DV,

. (One Coye Inf. (1aos Det, 80 men at
*(uoszzow.m - Em‘mvo*li o O
One —unck BEY. ’ L

ST,

Betueen g g o Sloog'ngggg;' '

KHURRAM3IALIR N 3450,

anG ABADAN | Gunoont N P
R C o TBEHORG et L Do,

LKAHRJLH.‘

SR

Arriving or about) t o ,
to arrive in the.) §o5° %Ead‘;-.a%{ar%.. )
Area . ‘

TiE GENERAL »L/.N OF OI’ERATION"

11, In the South the general scheme was of rather a compli—
gaged nature involving several separate dnd distinet operations

all synchronised to be nut into e*Lect,“t thé same time, These

were as follows :- - e

- B (i) The capture 6f A3.Da Refinery by the 24th Indian
A L In“”ntry Brigade which was transported down the
SHATT~EL-ARAB from A BASRAR in [H.1f. Ships, M, Ls, ond berges, etca,

to af t a 1endmg on- the jetties and in t‘ne creel:s on the
water front wear the refinery.,  iLli. Ships were to capture or sink
the IRANIAN sloop ot 1ts ‘ucno““ce. R

(ii) The Jdvy were to & pture or sink the IRAWIAN Nuval
"sloops and gunboats =t their axchorages in the
1~d*ﬂJ'“1ver, ‘t thein Naval ba at KHURRAIISHAHR,
~nd, with the acssistance gi s wﬁ“‘detucmaent of Army forces,
canture the Kaval qoat*on md hiLvrecits8 on the East bank of the
KARUE at I"”UILR."‘LSIL—:HR. S '

Continued/eo. .+ Zage 5.
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-~(l11) The Navy, W1th small detachments. of Army IOPCGQ,
e were 't0 capture the GERMAN and ITALIAN merchantmen
lying «t ancnor at BATDAR SHAHPUR, capture or sink the IRANIAN
Yaval sloop or gunboat guarding these ships and also capture
and hold +na rort of BAITDAR SLAHPUR.

- (iv) The lsth Indian I an tr Brigade was 1o capture
C KHURRMAISHAHR and %f‘z arga up to-the IRANIAN/
'IRAR border. This involved an advance under cover of dark
in lI,Te making a wide detour from TMNOOMAH to attack KHURRAMSHAHR
from the Northe REXSRS .

(v) The 25th Indian Tnl ntrlerigade were to advance
up the direct. line from TAHOOMAH to AHWAZ and
capture the area QASR uHLIKH. C
12, ' ' In- the North the scheme wa s of a more-simple
aturs and entailed the advance from KHAVAQIN  of the 2nd Armd.
Brigade and :21lst Indlan -Infantry.Brigade to secure thc oil-
fields at NAFT-I-SHAH, .the PAITah Pass: and the road 1ead1ng~to
LDWMANSHAH via F‘RIND. - Cl

‘E ROLE OF‘m”“ ROYAL AIE FORGE.

15, . . The - -role of the Royal Ain Forqe in all these
oyer«tiona as As fo'lowo $= : _ o o

(,L) )"'l‘eC't °llﬂrp0f‘b Of the . Illl'bary and Naval
~ .. operations in th ABADAN Area and at NAFT-I-SHAH.

(51) .Strateglcll Wedflet dropplng and bomblng
- operations agalnst ullltdry obaectlves in IRAN,

See- 'IRAQ connand Oue:etlon Order”No.;25/194l, dated 8th August,
1941, attached ag AoJendlx AN, e ‘

‘».'.'»' oo PN

DIARY OF EVENTS FROW FIRST LIGHTs 65fﬁ'xﬁ"ﬁ31;”194i

(D.I,; UMTIL CESSATION OF HOSTILITI 5 ON 28TH AUGUST, 1941.

Capies of the relcvant Operatlon Orders are attached as
Appendices),

- 25th August, 1941 -”KPUZTSTAN.
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14; ~ it fvrst light the attack began in. all aectors
and from the earliest news it became ev1dent that we were
¥ being Buccessful . everywhere._ : o

15¢ - The first illnht of our flghter dlrcraft

5 surprised tqfee ilawkep type encny aircraft running up on the

Qground at [i77.% cerodrome und suceeu‘Pully straffed them.

16, A L‘lwnt of Blen;elm bombers then attacked the
hengars. They ﬂuuortea further aircraft seen. dispersed :on

the aerodrume and the fighters were agein despatched to deal
with them, followed by a ‘second bombing raid in which one of
the two hangurs was hit snd set on flre.s The. ground straffinz
by the Tfighter aircraft. had also been successful and,it was
thought tlat a‘conpruerable number- of the enemy aircrert had -
been rendered unssrviceable,

~
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/;></ . Meanwhile, continuous fighter peatrols had been
ael fained over KIURRAMSHAHR, ABADAN and BANDAR SHAHPUR Areas,
:" *aough the patrol over the last named discontinued after
100 hours in order, in some small measure, 50 conserve our
ilghter strergth for more pressing needs, The news that the
MDAR SHAHPUR operation had been successful and that oppos-

1tlon had pradtically ceased, ‘nllowed this decision %0 be
taken.

18. . - Tactical reconnaissances had beén, and were .
still being, carrled out by the Vincents of No. 244 Squadron-
and prov1ng of value to the various ‘Brigades carrying out the
operaulons‘

19,0 L A feature of the morning's gggratlons was the
suocessful landing without opposition of a Company.of the
/BALUCH Regiment by BeT. aivcraft (Valentias) of No. 31

/ quadrorn a$ HAFT KEL for the purpose of providing escort and
protection for the BRITISH and INDIAN women and children
evaciieds from MASJID-I-SULAIMAN to HAFT KEL. Arrangements
had been made with the Staff of the Anglo=~Iranian 0il Company -
to thdicate whether it would be safe for the .Be¢T. aircraft to
lond by displaying large white "X X" on the landing ground and
this was done. The BeTe alrcraft were escorted..from SHAIBAH
on the outward and returm journeys bJ two long range Hurricanes

=nd were routed well to the S.E. of the one place where hostile
aireraft were 11LelJ to be uncountered, 1.e. AdeZ.

-

20, It ig. 7 egretted to have to record that two of
the Valentlas overshot and were damaged on landing at HAFT
¥EL, and-ha¥ing since been written off after salvage of all
useful . parts. Theré were no personnel casus lties, The
remaining four Valentias with their Hurricane escort arrived
safely ‘back at SHAIBAH at approx1mately 1050 hours.

21e © i Meanwhlle, on the ground, the . operations had

}been prOgPeS ing very satisfactorily. 0l00°it10n from the

)(f‘ rces at KHURRAISHAIR on the West bank of the KARUN had been
jrercorie.  The Wireless Station and the Customs Yogt gt PUL- -
I-NAU were in our hards and, althdugh: ﬁHURRﬂLSthR had not - been

“occupied, our Armoured Cars ‘had enteréd the town and returned to
report all quiet. _ , y

22 On . the Bast bank of the KARUN, one IRANIAN

Naval sloop had been sunk alongside its jetty and the two gun—

boats and the rest of the Naval craft had been taptured and

the barracks, etci, occupied by our troops.

25 © At ABADAN, after stiff flghtlng in 093081tion
to our 1qnd1ng, the enemy had bcen driven off the waterfront and
“hrough the residential area towards BAMASHIR,. and although
resistance was 5till encountered from the
rection of the barracks to the Zast of the refinery, the
jJJlthU was considered satlsfactory.

24, ' BANDAR SLAHrUR was comnletely in our hands, the
csunboat had been Sunk and considerable’. damage had been sus-
tained by the GERMAN and ITALIAN ships ‘through sabotage
before our forces could prevent this’ ac¢tion. Everything,
however, Was ‘being done to salvage as much as possible,

OF, e o “The 25th Brigade had encountefed and overcone

ae little res1stance ‘offered at QASR SHEIKH end’were bivouacked
for the night to resume their advance towards AHWAZ the following
Cl-ay‘ . .

Continued/se.0e Page 7,
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25 : Advanced DlVlSlonal Headquarters with the IPoree .
Caumancier left BaAS at 1130 .houprs and was established in Q,J,ﬁ
LHUGRASHAHR by 1630 hours-

NART~ I SILAE and the PAITAK PASS,

27 In the N.¥T-I-BHAH irea the Northern Coluwan
reached the area 3 milss Bast of SARIPUL, whilst the Southern
Column occupied GILAN in the face of soms opposition and
shelling by the enemye

26th Aucuat, 1941 - T ST N

28, The operstions at BATDAR SHAHPUR, so far as the
Royal Adr #orce was couc“vned, could be considered as completed.

20, The 24th Brigade continued its mopping up
operations and ;1nally uecured the whole of ABADAN Island.

80, The 18th and 26th Brigades consolidated their
positions and made some small advance up the West bani of the .
KARUNs They crossed the river and secured the A.I1.0.C, Pumpidg

Station at DORQUAIN.

31, Aly activity was confined to the following
tasks 1= e
G 7 (4) A standing Tighter patrol over AHWAZ to deal with

i

¥, . any activity on .the part of the IRANIAN Alr Force
@r re-inforcenent which night arrive from the North.

(11) A standidg fighter patrol over ABADAT Refinery
for the JPOtQCthH of the reflnery against

‘&po&sible boubing attack.

(2ii) Tactical reconnalsgunce by Vineent aircraft over
ABADAN Islond covering the 24th Brigade mepping
up operations.

(s1v) Tactical reconnaissancé by Vincent aircraft over

 .y; the sdvence being made towards AHWAZ by the 25th

32, By 0900 hours the 31uuat10n was well in hand in
all sectors and Tac/Recco. aircraft. were ordered to ground and
to remain on call,

33, During the morning two IRANIAN aircraft, believed
to be Audax, took off From AEWAZ aerodrome. Squadron Leader
MASON, on psatrol with his Hurricane, shot one of these aircraft’
down to force land 5 miles S.E. of AHWAZ, the other aircraft

.regained the aerodrome and made no further attempt to fly.

This was the only occa51on in the South 1n which IRANTAN aircri: .
took the aire . ©

= NAB _T-SiLZ and the DATTAK PASS Area.

.54; There was N0 change in the PAITIE PAGS Area il
~the Southern Column cowtaining the 2nd . imd. Brigade wes

advancing slowly Lron. uILAN towards DHAJABAD.

35 At tune snecial recusct of the J10th DlV-;lOnal
Commander, iTc. 4H:3guadtn bombed e SRy gun ﬁOulthﬂS in the
PAITAK PiaBS, all hombs uiliug in the target area.

Continued/escee Pu ... 3.



Page_B,
27th august, 1941 = KHUZISTAN,

356, There was no change in the military situation
in this area, but Royal Air Force activities comprised the
following tasks -

(i) A standing fighter patrol of one Gladiator was | -
e malntalned over ABADAN Refinery. ;

(11) A Vlncent, with Iur*lcane ‘escort, made a
reconnalssanee of the dAFT KEL and MASJID—I—
SULAIMAN Areas ) : ,av
(1i1): A fighter patrol was- ‘saingained over AHWAZ
o until weather conditions deterlorated -£0. such
an extent that all flylng cedued about noons

”nET ~-T~SHAH and the PAIT&R T‘“ qfea.

.y .

57. Considerably more activity took ‘place in the ..
- North on-this day and by 1700 hours ~the. mllltary p031tion was
as’ follows :~- .. -

Cmea, .

- (i) The Southern Column con31st1ng of the 2nd
* Inaian Armoured Brigade had occupied SHAHBAZ
and the Imperlal Agricultural Estate at ALPABAD, the IRANIAN
troops ‘(about 2,000 strong) having been -driven back off the high
”ound East of GILAN the prevxous daJ.

(11) The Northern Colummn,: the~ lst Iafantry Brigade;
had found no opp081t10n on the PAITAK PASS and
had advancod to reach KARIND in the afternoon,’

One Blenheim of No. 45 Squadron made ‘a'useful, reconnaissance
..of the PAITAL.PASS.‘

28th August, 1941 = KHUZISTAj.a

3B, - . . The uPed fOJnd anDAN, KHURRAMSHAHR and QASR .
SMIETKH, hav1ng Peéh' Buccessfully cleaned up, General ‘HARVEY laids
his pians ‘to cepture AIWAZ on this day.~.u. . :

'

39, s The 18th Indian Infantry': Brlgade advanced up the
East: bank OFf. the’ KaRUN’through - 'KUT ABDULLA Pumping Station to
AHWAZ, whilst the 25th Indian Infantry.Brigade advanced up the
West bank to capture the barracks, aerodrome and the bridge
jheads 0ver the rlver at AHWAZ.

40. (1) No. 84 Squadron ‘Blénheims bombed, troop concen-
trations and barracks: at 1ntervg&s of 20 min-
i . ... utes per flight comnencing at 0830 hours,.
“he alrcraft returned to base, bombed up, refuelled and remained

on call,
. p (ii) No. 261 Squadron pr0v1ded continuous flghter
' ]Qk ‘ cover over AHWAZ from ©600 hours. : :

(111) No. 244 Squudron ‘wrovided Tac/Recco. by
’ ' Vlncents over eacn column elther blde of -

7& the rlver.

was displayed over AHVAZ ond iﬁslﬂg ceased, ceneral HARVEY
wmet the IRAHIAJ @.0.C. abt 1500 L.3.T. and agrced th° following

giél. ' At OVUO nuurs C.“.?. the Whlte Ilag of- truce
utems e L o

3 4@ | o s | L . <. Gont inded-/.'. . ..Page ~.9.
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Para, 41 (Cont'd,),

. (i) IRANIAN troops confine

KARUN for 24 hours,
{11) « All British prisoners

(111) The Dritish Forcee to
KARUN, Nowth of the to

These arrongements were ocarried out s
goneral atuogphore in the town amougs
frieully tovards the Pritishe Divis
installed in the Rest House and offic
Cil Contpany,

NAPT-I-8HAH and the PATTAK PASS Area,

T,

Page O,

d to barfaeks West bank of th

to be released immediately,

camp on the Bast bank of the
Whle :

atisfadorily and the

t the populace proved
ional Headquarters were
es of the Anglo-Iranian

42, Our troops asdvancing t
SHAHABAD eneountered soine opposition
Bubseguently the IRANIANS sent out s

withdraw from positions covering KERMANSHAH and surrender the

Oity. This weas agrced and the City

0600 hours on the 3lst august, 1941,
The Commandey of the 1

the TRANIAN G.0.C, in KERMANSHAH duri

-
t
v

owards KERMANSHAH from =
at ZIBRI, some 25 miles out,
flag of truce offering to

was $o be handed over at

Oth Indian Division visitﬁd
ng the afternogn and our |

forward trogps halted 8 miles from the City.

438, h News was received that
the ocessation of all resistance to %

HeI¢M. the SHAH had ordered
he BRITISH and RUSSTIAN

Forces entering IRAN and that further questions would now be

settled by peeceful negotiations,

PANPHT,ET DROPPING OPERATIONS,

ddo ' The work of the bomber squadrons, operating from

HABBANIYA, during the poerlod under re

pamphlet dropping on the Cities and o

Wost and Central IRAN, as follows :-
q Roa oo

(1) On the 25th Sepsembew,

dropped pamphlets on T

RuoGauvsT

(i1) On the 26th Sepbember,

view consisted chiefly of
hief towns in North, North

Nos. 14 and 45 Squadrons
EHERAN and KASHAN,.

Nos. 11 and 14 Squadrons

dropped pamphlets on KAZVIN, ISFAHAN and SHIRAZ.

T
(1i1) On the 27th SCptens

9y Nose, 11 and 14 Squadrons

’ dropped pamphlets on KERMANSHAH, MALAYAR,
SULTANABAD, KHURRAMABAD, DIZFUL, HAMADAM, QUM and suitable

emaller towns en route.

Avavsv
(iv) On the 28th Sepsember,
dropped pamphlets on Z

GULPAIGAN" and DURUJIRD.

45, Details of the numbers
objectives are contained in the map a

EHOTOCGRAPHY .

46, Some days prior to the

all three Squadrons
ENJAN, SENNA, TAKISTAN,

of pamphlets dropped and
ttached as Appendix "K',

commencement of operatichs

in IRAN, a flight of No. 2 Photographic Reconnaissance Unit,

conprising 2 Long Range Hurricanes wi

th one Lockheed Electre for

service work and personnel, and comnanded by Squadron Leads:

MACPHAIL, arrived at HABBANIYA to pho
bombing targets in IRAN. This was s
strategic bombing had been ordered, t
have proved of considerable value.

tograph possible straitssic
uccessfulkly aschieved anc if
he results obtained wouil

Continued/. ... Zage 10.
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A7, Advantage was also taken of the presence:of: . .
this Plight to obtain certain photographs of important areas
required by the Royal Navy and Army in ‘connection with the

operationse It was stated that *thés'e photographs proved of
the greatest assistance.
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Page 11,

GENERAL REMARKS.

- ROLE OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE,

48, Although the campaign was of brief duratlon the
part played by the Royal Alr Force in these operatlons was :
anifold Und inoluded the following to .

(1)" Fightey support &gal st uotential alr attaok.

(11) Tactical’ reconnaissance in support of ground
forceuo . . ’ . v

(11f) Alr tranuoort of troops. _

(iv) otrategloal reoonndlsSAnoe and photography..
(v) Leailet aropping. 7”; ' *ﬁj 'ﬁf.'r

(vi) Bombing in olo;e_supﬁortlof'g?oundafoooos.

(vii) Area bombinglapoao'offadﬁancihg troons.,

i 49, " In addition the Royal Air Force were ordered to
be prepared for strategical bomblng of m111tary obgsctlves in
. IRAN If the necessity aroses. -

50. With the exception of strateglcal bombing these
tasks, K were successfully achieved and’ there is no doubt that each,
in its own way, was of valuable assistance to the Naval and
hxlitarj ooerat1ona.}}u

510 In the etrlier plannlng stages of the operations
conversations took place between the Services and, as a_ result,
it-vas considered ‘'advisable to placé certain limitatlons on . the
motuod orf. enplomnenb ‘of tie Alr Forces concerned. " Por- example,
in the Southern ggctor, as no trained Army co-bperation or: close
sup)ort sguadrons: ‘existed in. this Command and neither the:
f'ighter nor bomber ‘personnel involved had the trainlng necessary
to recognise our own troops or to deal with the various signs '
and symbols employed in close support of the Amy, I considered
it advisable that bombing should e confined to definite and
recognisable objeetives - and that . ground straffing.-should be
restrloted entlrely to enemy occupied aerodromes. A

52e Discussion also :took place w1th regard to the
employment of bomber transport gircraft and in view of the great
shortage of this type and their vulnerability to even the
lightest form of enemy attack I .was forced to the conelueion
that their employment should be limited to the transport of
troops to aerodromes known to be held by our own forces. The
only exception which I pade in adopting this policy was agreement
to provide bomber transport aircraft for the transport of itroops
to HAFT K&L to protect BRITISH women and children evacuees as I

_ felt that the end Justlfled the meanss )

‘g3, Durlng the. operatlons in the Northern Sector I
was asked by the G.0.,Cs, 10%th D1v13101, to carry out a bombhin
attack on the PAITAK PASS. I 'agreed, with some relucbanco, fsr
not only had visual and photographic recconnaissance shown thz%
tiiis -Pass, and the valley in the rear of it, were lightly held,
but é1so I was asked to deliver the attack some 36 hours before
the intended Army attack on the Pass. I feel that if the Pasn
had been strongly held it would have been better to have ennloyed
bomber forces in strength @ very short time before the Arnmy
intended to attack, thus obtaining full advantage of 7.:.3 cCn o=
guent demoralisation and disorganisation of the enemy I=2Tenn.uss

continued/ece.e #2sa 192,
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METHOD OF CONTROL,

54, The method of control adopted during these
operations. was as followse. In the Southern Sector all units,
consisting of fighter, -bomber, reconnaissance, and bomber
"transport aircraft, were placed -under the command of Group
Captain D.L. THOMSON, who was designated Officer Commanding,

BASRQ&?Wing, and who operated his units in close colldbor-
ation with S.N.O, P, G. and G.0 ,Cey B8th Division, who were
responsgible for the operatlons of their respective Services,
The Officer Qommanding, BAbRAg'Wlng, remained with G.0,C.,
8th Division, throughout the operations and, although in the

early stages this was found to be satisfactory, the move
forward of the G.0,C. in -the ldter stages made it -difficult
for Q,C.,. BASRAK Wing, to exerclse control over hlS units
based back at SHAIBAH. -

55, Owing to lnck of sufficient staff outside Air.
Ileadquarters, the three Blenheim Squedrons employed on
pamphlet drosping and bombing were controlled directly from
the Cperations Room, Air Headgquarters, This arrangement
worked satisfactorily but placed great strain on the Air
‘Itaff of Air Headquarters owing 10 the complete absence of
DPOPEL - 0porat10ns room officers, trained in operations room
duties.  In- poifit Of fact -tlie Officers on. Lutgn the
Operations Room were the Command Photographic Officer, the
- G43.0,1I, end ong JuleP Intelllrence Officer lent for the -
)urpose.. ’ o : = .
" The hlgher Comnand‘01 the operations rested- ™
%h the G.0,C. 'IRAQ and myself. Before. thetoggratéons s
commenced Ios ether with the Air Sta an L
" 8ignals” Staffel Eﬁgﬁia B Vsh&nto BAGHDAD in order to be in
'close contact with Force ‘Héadquarters. After due consider-
_ation and iniv1ew of the fact. that it was necessary for the
Air Staff to 'control thréé medium bomber squadrons directly
fron Air Headqparters, I 'deejded, however, that I alone would
.. join the Ge«0.Ce in BAGHDAD, Yeaving ny Senior Air s aff Officer
and his staf? at HABSANIYA to: control the operations under such
orders as might be issued from time to-time by telephone frqm
BAGHDAD Thls arrangement worked satlsfaotorlly. s

C s

CO—OPERAWION AND nCTIVE LI ‘ON BETWEEN;SERVICES.

r'?. anoughout the period of operations the co-
oneration between ithe NaVJ, Army and Air Force was excellent .
zad all Services did thelr best to aypreciate the dlfflculties,
cape bllltles and limitations of the others. .

88, "% . mhe gmetual method of liaisén between the .
Services in the Northern and Southern Sectors was different
for the following reasons :- :

(i) In the Southern Sector the Air Forces
were employed in close support of the Army and
entlrely in furtherance of.the Amy's aimse. A fighter sguadron
provided cover in defence of: the attacking niltitary forces, the
bomber squadron and Army. co—0peratlon squadron Hrovided such
direct support as was possible, and a reconnalssance squadron
carrled out 1ts normal role.

..éontinued_./o ese'e o Page 13,
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(ii) 1In the Northern Sector, there were no air forces
allotted specifically to the Military Commander,
but arrangoments were made whereby bomber support could be
provided if the necessity arose, This bomber support would be
made available from the three medium bomber squadrons at
HARBANIYA whose maln role was pamphlet dropping and, if necessary,
strategicel bombing of military targets in IRAN, -

50, For these reasons, therefore, in the Southern A
Sector, as has heen explained above, the O,C., BASRAH Wing,
remained with the G.0.C. and was thus able a% any time to
appreciate the military situation, He was, however, occasion-
ally out of touch with his own forces. In the Northermn Sector,

a Ving Commander, actually a member of the British Military
Mission, wag attached to the G.0 C.,, 10th Divieion, as his air
advisor, This officer performed useful services but as there
wae no definite allotment of Air Forces to this force he was not
in a position to commit the Royal Air Force to any particular
course of action without reference to higher authority.

€0+ It 48 obvious that both methods have disadvantages.
In the first instance, the Alr Force Commander with the Military
Qommandor becomes out of toush with his own forces. In the
sacond instance, the ¥iaison Officer, although free to advise

the Military Com:ander, has not the authority to demand action.

61, On the whole it is considered that in operations
in direct support of the Amy the Air Force Comnmander  should, if
posaible, be with, or in close touch with, the lilitary Commander,
but in this event ample and efficient communication by means of
W/T. or teleprinter between the Air Force Commender and his own)
forces must be assured. Vo
A\
62, Where, however, the primary role of a striking
force is strategical, end devoted to objectives which may not i
be directly connected with the military operations, but with a \
proviso that support of ground forces may be reguired, as was
the case in the Northern Sector, it is thought that the only
Poasible nethod of liaison is to place a senior R.A.Fe Liaison
Officer on the staff of the Military Commander, It must be
clearly understood, however, that this Liaison Officer is on the
staff of the Military Commender solely to advise as to what the
Air Porce can or cannot do and to forward his reguests to

higher authority,. He has no power to order air support himself,

63, The selection and appointment of suitable liaison
officers is considered to be of the utmost importance. In my
opinion he has two definite roles and responsibilities, both of
which reguire seniority and experience :-

(i) He should be readily accessible to the Military

: Cormander who should have confidence that his
knowledge vresents a true picture of Air Force capabllities and
limitations. .

(ii) Ee should be sufficiently able that the Air Force
Comnander may have confidence in his judgement
and in the adviee profrered to the Military Commander.

GOMHUNEQATEQNSo
64, See "Signals Report on Operations 'in IRAN",

attached hereto as .opendix "p",

Continued/.esce Page 14.
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ustablishnents.

65, (1) The personnel establishment for a Blenheim )
squadron proved lnadequate, as owing t0 siclkhess
all persounnel were, extremely overworked, If there had been
any casualties -due to enemy action the difficulty of runnlng
the sguadrons woula have been greatly 1ncreased. »
(ii) If the 16 I, B, a1rcraft of a Blenheim squadron
are euulred to be olways available, it was - -
con81derod that the present aircrsft establishment of 16 I.E.
and & I R, aircraft was insuff1c1ent. '

Eqgquipment,

Q;Gﬁ;i -~ (i) It was found that there was an insufficiency of
’ ‘ ‘both Blenheim. IV and Hyrricane aircraft. spares.
In" particular, there -are no Blenheim IV or Hyppicane air-
screws, and no Hurricane tr0plcal radlators.

(ii) The Oxygen Pilant of NO. 32 A.S P. came to the 3
Gommand with no transaort or alrcraft cylinders,

Abnommal Climat e.

‘ 07. As usual in August, the temperature in ’IRAQ
{ was extremely high, Whlch made the task of both air and ground
3 crews dlfflcult. NE R ,

To e,

u(Pallure of énx_partlcular technlcal qulpment.

68, ‘ Hany of the ‘Blenheim’ alrcraft were unable to
fulfil their rdw & as they could not’ carry out long range raids
owing to exce#sive-oil.consumptions - It is considered that
this was 'due to the.manner in which the engines hed been
operated pridr:to:their: -arrival in this Command, i.e. running
ior long houré-at a.high boost préssure, This necessitated
chunglng a’ large proportlon of'the eng1nes;

Casualties, etc,

69 ... '. . Where, squadrons hed to be acconmodated under
canvas it resulted dn a fairly high 1;f;ience of . sioknesstdue {
h

‘”)
>

mainly to sandfly fever and gastric ertipritis, but the -
incidence was approximately normal fo e season in 'IRAQ. ?%}
General, - o

70, The maps of IRAF were. found to be inaocurate,
especially with regard to altitudes..

cox 10 2_HONOURS OR ‘w

7l In view of the'limitedtnétufe of these operations,
no reasommendations for Honours or Awards have been forwarded,

. 2 RECTATION BXff;Q;_;.llléQL S

72 " 4t the conclusion of the ODePatlonS the following
message was received from Lieutenant-General E,P. QUINAN, CueBay . .
D.S.0., 0.3.E., General Officer Commanding, 'IRAQ Force :-

"I wish to express to you and all ranks of the Royal
Air Force who took part in these operations, ny
thanks for their ewcellent work which contributed so
much to the success of the operations",




DISTRIBUTION LIST,

RECIPIENT.,

Headcuarters, Ri/A.#,, HIDDLE EAST
GuQeCs, 'TN:Q, BAGHIAD

Senior Navel Officer, PEGIN GULE
British Imbassy, BAGHDAD
Headquarters, R.A.F., INDIA
Coe=~in-C., INDIA

Combined Intelligence Centre 'IRAQ
Air Officer Commanding

Alr Officer i/c idministration
Senior Air Staff Officer
HeEaTeIoGo

Operations Record Book

Tile

GOPY NO,

l- 4,
5.
B
T

8 - 9,

10.
11. 
12.
13.
14,
15.
16 - 17.
i8.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23,
24,



APPENDIX “A",
I:BiEEC:BQﬁIaEEEEEﬂEE;lHF=HEEEE:)

'IRAS COIZZAND OPERATION ORDER NO, 23/1941,

Copy No.

Date :- 8 August, 1941,

APPENDIX "A" - Strength, types of aircraft and
location of IRANIAN Air Forces,

INPORIZATION,

1. There .e «t the pressnt noment counsiderable numbers
of GERIANS (Appeoxin otely 2 500) :in IR:Ne These men are mostly
technicians and “tourls s%, and are highly organised as a "Fifth
C6lumn", There is no douot that at any moment decided upon by
the GERHAN Governmment, this Fifth Column will be used to damage

by sebotage BRITISH and RUSSIAN interests in and near IRAN, andr
may be used to stage a coup d'etatwith the object of bringing .zkak
IRAN into the war actively on GERMANY's side. The main BRITISH
interest in IRAN is oil.

2e In order to counter this threat, diplomatic

pressure is being brought to bear by the BRITISH and RUSSIAN
Governments to pursuade the IRANIAN Government to expel all the |
GERMANS from IRAN. In the event of failure in this respect,
His lMigjesty's Government intend to occupy the A.I.0.C. oilfields,
instaliatlons and refineries in KHUZISTAN, and the mmall oilfield
at NAFT~I-SHAH« :

3 " < The occupation. of NAFT-I-SHAH will be carried out by
a small~force of mechanised troops who will not be afforded air
support except in emergency. The KHUZISTAN operation will be
carried out as a combined operation by air, army and naval forces,

&y The role of the Royal Air Force will be to support
the /my and Naval forces in the KHUZISTAN operation znd to bring
direct pressure to bear on the IRANIAN Government by attacking
military ohjectives in IiaN.

o

INTENTION,

Be - - To employ all the available Air Forces in 'IRAQ in
orc.er to »nrovide :-

(a) Direct support of the military and naval operations
in KHUZIST.IN, @nd, in emergency, of the military
operation ot NART-I-SHAil.
(p) Strategical bombing operations against military
objectives in IRAN.

EXECUTION,

Organisation.

o The Air 'orces available for thsse operations will
be one {ighter scusdron, one medium bomber sguadron, one (reduced)
general HUrHOSE Sl d*or and a flight of heavy transport air-
craft, LOgetner ‘_tl hree mediun bomber squadirons now in course
T

\\of belnb nove to '
I

conitinued/. ..o Page 2.
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~These Air Forces will be organised as follows :-

- &) Nos, 11, 14 and 45 Squadrons (Blenheims) will

-y - be based at HABBANIYA and will operate under
the 4ipecs ovders of Air Headquarters,
{0

(b) No. 244 Sguadron will operate under command
of the Military Porce Commander, BAS Area,

(¢) Nos. 84 (Blenheim), 861 (Hurricane, Gladiator)
Squadrons, togethey with. a detachment (6
transport aircraft) of No. 31 Squadron, all based.at SHAIBAH,
: Owil;:constitute d force to be known as the BASRA¥ MWing.
2 ALTR ' : .
0 . . The BASRAJ) Wing will be commanded by Group
~ //Captain DL, THOMSON, who is to keep his Headquarters situated
‘with that of the Militery Force Commander, He is responsible
// for advising the military ocomuander as to the best employment
[/ of the Units of the BASRAH Wing, Flight Lieutenant W,Ae-
OHASE of .Alr Headguarters will be attached to the BASRAK/Wing

|
J

;

%&ﬁwas Staff Officer (Qperations) to Group Captain D.L. THOMSON,
Co Nos. 11, 14 and 45 Sqﬁé&roné;willJopératef‘

wgeinst objectives in the TEHERAN Area and elsewhere in IRAN
. as required, &and may be called upon to operate in direct
pupcort of military'force:attackingANAET-I-SHAH.

10 | The Unite of the BASRMR) Wing will operate as
Lo vecuired by and at the request of she Military Forece Commander,
subject to the following limitations :- : *

(a) No. 84 Squadron may be called upon to carry out
_ operations (bombing or reconnaissance) in ,
Lirect support of the military operations in KHUZISTAN, but
may NOT be employed on strategical operations outside the
area of military operations without specific authority from
Air Headquarbers. If this Squadron is required to undertske
hombing operatione in close support of our troops, the greatest
care is t0 be taken that objectives are accurately specified
end the pilots gre kept fully informed as to the position of
our own troops.

(b) The primary role.of No. 261 Squadyon is to

provide fighter protection to the military and
naval forces operating in XHUZISTAN. This Sqguadron is NOT
to he used for attacks against ground objectives, except
t.10% IRANIAN aircraft on the ground may be attacked if the
Military Commander agrees to the consequent reduction in the
emount of direct cover afforded to his troops. The manner
in which the squadron is employed is left to the discretion
of 0,0., BASRAH Wing, but, within Air Foree limitations,
should receive the approval of the Military Cormander. Plans
for the employment of fighters in this initial operation must
take into account the absence of any adequate warning system -
from the ground. — : . o

(¢) The aircraft of Ne. 31 Squadron Detaclment may-
' be .used to tranepprt troops, equipment and
supplies from SHAIBAH or BAS to ABADAN or elsewhere as. and
when required by the Military -Geommander, who will indicate
%ﬁwﬁ his requirements to 0.C., BASRAW/ Wing, In no circumstances-
are transport aircraft to be despatched on a misslon unless
it is fully established that the landing ground to which they
are proceeding is in our hands.
Continued/.«... Page 3.
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11, : The role of No. 244 Squadron is to undertake
tactical reconnaissance and such other Army co-operation tasks
as are possible, having regard to its limitations of equipment
and training, as required by the Military Force Commander.

Date of Commencement of Operations,

12, The provisional date for the commencement of
operations 1s 12 August but it is possible that a postponement
may be necessary. “The date finally decided upon will be
notlfled tuo all concerned by signale.

Secur;tz.

13. From the day preceding the commencement of
operations, full black-out precautions, dispersal of ajrcraft and-.
defence measures are to be taken at HABBANIYA, SHAIBAH and BASRAH?

ATV T LT RATTON. | g&ﬁw

14, ' The 0,C., R.:.F. Station, HABRANIYA, will be
responsible for the administration of Nos. 11, 14 and 45 Squadrons
and detailed instructions have already been issued.

15, The 0,C., R..4.F. Station, SHAIBAH, will be
responsible for the qdmlnlotratlon of Nos. 244, 261, 84 Squadrons
and No, 31 Squadron Detachment and 1nstruct1088 have already been
issued in paragraphs 9 - 14 of 'IRAQ Command Yperation O:der No.
22/1941, dated 2nd August, 1941,

INTER-COMISUNICATION,

16 The attention of C.Cus ?,A.F. Station, HABBANIYA,

and the 0,C., BAS Wing, 1is dirscted to Standing Operatlonal &Mhn
Instructions, 'IRAQ Command, dated 2lst July, 1941, coples of

which are held by them. These instructions are to be brought

to the notice of all Squadron Conmanders,

17, Orders. issued to Nos, 11, 14 and 45 S?uadrons by
this lieadquarters will be issued by means of Form “B" to thess
Instructions. The O C., BAST Wing, will issue his orders also.

. by means of Form "B", Should 1t be necessary £for this Head%uarters
to icae any bombing instructions to 0.C., BASRAE’Wlng, Form "“A"
w1ll be ennIOJedo Eamm'
18. Full signals instructions are being issued separately.
Reports,.
1%9. All operations reports rendered by squadrons are %o

be made in the manner preseribed in the Operational Instructions
referred to above.

204 - ACKNOWLEDGE.
(8gd.)  S.B. HARRIS.
Air Hezdquarters, 8 Group Captain,
Royal iir Porce in ‘Iraq. Senior Air 3taff Officer.

fontinued ’ssose Page 4.
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DESTRIBUTION LIST.

Recipient. Copy.Noe Method of Issue,

O¢Ces No¢ 11 Squadron : le D.Rs L4 S,
0.Cey, No, 14 Sgquadron v Q.. . D.R. LS, .
O.Ces NO, 31l Squadron - 3¢ D.R.L.S,
O.C.. Noe. 45 Sguadron 4, .. - DeRele8Ss
O Ce No.244 Squ&iron.” 6 .. By aire
O.Cey NO.261 Squadron - ’ 7. : BY DeReLeS.
0,C.y HABBANIYA B. By DsRsLsS, |
KVJ., SHAIBAH 10. By air,

Je Co’ BASRAH . 11. e . By air._
OsCsy NOW: 4 ReSeUe . ' 12. DeR.LeSe
0-.Co, No. 32 AoS-Po‘ 13, Do ReLsSe
S."AsS.O., .'QHDQO l4q ] By hand..
S.E.S.O., nAOHQQO 15. By h.and.
A.O .A.’ -.H QG 16. By h.and..
S.—.OS Oo’ -L.IL.Q. 17. . BJ’ hand.
Orgenisation, A.H.Qs _ 18, By hand,
SeReife04y AcHeQe 19, By hand.
Al”mﬁm@h‘t, J:LQI'IQ Q. 20. By hand.
COSOOQ’ AeHe Qo 21, By hand,
Cd. Accts., AdIie Co ' 22, By hand,
G‘) A.Eo AcHeRs ‘ 23, By hand._
te 3: . e e ]- 24. 5, By hand.

" et ver Aeit .Q. 2"0 T By hand.
W Te3., AcHeQy S6. ‘ By hand.
‘.T.L'.(;(., '13AQ ' B 27 - R DsR.Le S,
Selle CoPeGa B 28¢ By air,.
G0 Co’ 8 Div. 29 - 52. By a'irl
Operatlons Record Book v 33 - 34, - -
File . , ' 35, -
Spare . : o 36 - 38, , -

o =0r0=0=0=0=0=0w

Appendix "“A" to
'IeCe0,0, NCa23

AN ORCE,. ST ) 1941;

Strénggh%. : | ) o

The TRANIAN Air Force at 1.10.1940 consisted of $-
Fighters - 25, General. ?urpose aircraft -.100.
T’Lin*ng Alrcneft - 75, ~ Pilots =~ 300.

i Types and numbers of operationsl aircraft.

Hurricane = 1 (u/s. 1ndef1n1te1y) Fury - 24,

Audax = 63, Hind - 34, Oxford - 3.
Tocations as at 1.10.1940, .
: Fighters, General Purpose,
TEHERAN AREA ' 25 54,
AHWAZ 18,
TABRIZ ° 14,
MESHED

" cent. Additions. -
(i) . Curtiss P.40 (TOMAHAWK) 9,

These are being assembled at AHWAZ and will not be in

service for approximately two months,
(i1) Rearwin Cloudstar Traindrs 25,

Of these 16 are reported to be in use,
-0-0~0-0=0—=0~0—

14,

¥
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DECLASS]E FlED

To t— (0,C., No. 1l Squadron 0.,Ces HABBANIYA,
C,Cey No. 14 Squadron) (R) (0.C., SHAIBAH.
0.C., No., 45 Sausdron C.C., BASRAH)Vings Lonsn

From :- Air Headquarters, 'IRAW.
Ao Fom B. 1.
Be 23rd August, 1941,

C. IRANTIAN Government hes failed to take steps to remove GERMANS
Tron IRAN as demanded by BRITISH and RUSSIAN Governments,
BRITISH land fouces will, therefore, invade IRAN to secure
the 0ilfields vital to our war effort. BRITISH and RUSSIAN
alreraft will 21so drop pamphlets on selected IRANIAN towns
explaining hew thelr Government has failed to take steps to
prevent GERLA. oxploitution of IRAN,. f

D. To drop pamphlets on TIHERAN, IASIAN, ISPAHAN, SHIRAZ,

B, Will be notifled by signal, 25/8.

(i) 12 aircraft in two flights - 14 Sguadron.
(iig 12 airecrafs in two flights - 45 Squadron,
(i1i) 12 airoruaft in two flights — 11 Squedron. ,
(1) 12 si.czaft — 14 Sguadron — TEHERAN, ‘
(i3) 12 aircraft - 45 3quadron - KASHAN.
(iii 6 aircraft -~ 11 Squadron — ISFAHAN.
(iv 6 aircraft — 11 Squadron — SHIRAZ.
He Nil.
Je Estimate of areas where pamphlets landed. Reports of enemy
-aircraft and movements of ground forces. Enemy aerodromes
seen, their size and whether in use,
K. (i) Nos. 14 cnd 45 Squadrons direct HABBANIYA to objectives
and return. Aircraft may land at SHAHRABAN, BAQUBA or
BAGHDAD LIRPORT on return if short of fuel and inform
i Alr Heudruwarters who will arrange for fuel to be sent.
(ii) No. 11 Sguadron HABBANIYA to SHAIBAN.  Refuel,
- SHAIBAH — ISIFAHAN- - SIIIRAZ - SHAIBAH. Refuel.
~ SHAIRAI — HABB.NIYA.

L (i) Flights may be oxdered by Squadron Commanders to
procecd to objectives independantly, if flying in
squadron formation should be considered to involve risk
of excessive fuel consumption,

(ii) Both flights of No. 11 Sguadron to fly over both
objectives,
(1ii) No ofronsive action to he taken in any circumstances.
| Aircraft mey only fire guns if attacked by enemy a/o.
(iv) Pamphlets will bé issued to squadrons by A.H.Qe
probably m.m. 25/8. ,
(v) One airecrzft in each formation to carry cemera and .
photo;rirenh objective. ‘
S Continued/.ssss Page 2.
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Mo (i) Por G (i) - 60,000. Jeaflets,
(i1) Por ¢ (ii) - 25,000 leaflets,

(iii) PFor ¢ (iii) =~ 40,000 leaflets,

(iv) For G (iv) - 25,000 leaflets,

Ne .Wireless silencg until crossing frontier on return
journey unless forced to land on enemy territory in
which case fast and pesjition to be signalled in SYKO
to SelleQe : ' :

e ACKNOWLEDGE,
Pe  1200/23.

(Sgde) B.4i, CASEYe.

Wing GCommander,
Air Headquarters, ' - AIR STAFF
" BBANTYA.
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IDECL@_SS: FlED

0.0.¢ Mue. 14 3¢uadron O«Cs, SHAIBAH,

To - 0.0y 05 L Jguadron% (®) 0.C., HABBANIYA,
: R
0.Ce, No. 45 3guadron 0.C., BASRAH Wing.

).
. . ' () AWV
From $ - Alr Headgquarters, 'IRAQ. '

A. Form B.2.

Be 23rd August, 1941.

C. As in Form B.1l, dated 23rd August, 1941,

D. To drop pamphlets on KASVIN, QUM, KERMANSHAH and HAMADAN.
E. 26th August, 1941.

F. 12 aircraft - 14 Squadron.

Ge 12 aircraft - 14 Scuadrn - KASVIN,

He Nil. _ | |
J. AS in Fom B.l1l, doted 23rd August, 1941. &
K. No. 14 Sguadron tn KASVIN via SENNA. Return flight éirect
to QAIYARA. '
'LQ (1) - -~ squadron' to proceed to and from objectives in

squadron formation. Formation may split up on
crossing frontier on return flight if necessary to
conserve fual. '

(ii) No ofiensivs astion to be taken unless further
orders received from Air ileadquarters.

(iii) One aircraft in each formation to »hotograph each
objective and each large town nassed overs

M. For G _ - 40,000 leaflets.

N A8 in Form .1, dated 23rd August, 1941,
O. ACKNMOVLIDGE,

P, 1900/25 L.S.T.

(Sgd.)  B.A. CASEY.

Air Headquarters, Wing Commander,
HABBANIYA, AIR STATF,




APPRNDIX "E",

SSIFIE=ED

To $= Noe. 45 Squadron (R) No. 11 Sguadron,
No. 14 Sguadron.
O. Co ’ :DTJ'\.BBMTIYA‘

O. C. » SHAIB [
0.C.» BASRAHM )WING.

Alr fFesbGguarters, 'IRAQ.

gmm’ﬂ‘

From

I

As Form Be4.
Be 25th August, 1941, |

C. Map references 1/4 inch scale 'IRAQ/IRAN Series.
Sheets 2A, 2F, 2K, 3J, 2I, 2M.
BRITISH ground forces will enter IRAN territory from
KHANAQIN at dawn on the 265th August. By the end of that
day they expect t0 have captured SAR-I=PUL F7984, GILAN
and NAFT-I~SHAH oilfields. On the 26th August they expect
’ ' to have captured KARIN (1464 and SHAHABAD also named
- . HARUNABAD thus cutting off the PERSIAN troops in the
~ PAITAK PASS F. 9478, By 1600 hours L.,8,T. on 26th August
BRITISH troops will be West of a North and South line
through point F.8581 (4 miles East of SAR-I~PUL) and East
of a similar lime through SAR~I-MIL G0569, The PAITAK PASS
irea between these two lines will thus be clear of BRITISH
IrOQp8. :

PERSIAN troops estimated at 10,000 strong with approx. 8 A.A.
guns are in positions defending the PAITAK PASS. They arve
well coneealed.

It is hoped that air photograshs of the area will be
available. .

Do (i) To bonb Pi:iIAN troops in the PAITAK PASS area after
1500 hours L.5.T, on 25th Auguste .
(ii) To drop leaflets on ILAMADAN and KERMANSHAH and any
cther towns of importance en route.

E. 261.': ‘ﬂ. .u‘ugl.lS't, 19‘2:10
Fa 12 aircraft - No. 45 Squadron.

Ge (1) 12 aireraft on objectives in FAITAK PASS areas If no
troops seen, area is to be bombed for moral effect.
(ii) Seame 12 zircraft to drop pamphlets on HAMADAN and
EERMANSHAH,.

I'I. :Nilo

Je  Estimation of nositions where hombs and pamphlets landed.
Movements and location of enemy ground foroces,.
Eneny aircraft seen.

K, From HABBANIYA via KHANAQIN and QASR~I-SIIRIN to PAITAK
PASS, hence to HAMADAN, KHERMANSIHAH, BAGIHDAD and return
HABBANIVA.

continued/.+.+. Page 2.
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This Fosm B_cancels all reference to No, 45 Squadron ini
Form B.2 and cancels Form B. 3. '

Special attention to be paid to formation flying over
BAGHDAD and other towns,

Method of bombing attack at discretion of Sguadron
Commander buy @rews $9 ve gnnly wvarned not to attaok
any objective outside area stated,

For Ds (i)  Load 4.

For D. (ii) 80,000 pemphlets (including 30,000
originally intended for No. 1l Squadronm),

Wireless silence un%il7droéSing frontién“on retum joumey
unless forced to.lund on-enemy territory:in which case
fact. cnd position to be signalled in SYKO to A.HeQs
ACKNOWLEDGE, |

1930/25 LsS.Te

(Sgd.) S.B. HARRIS,

nirJHeadquarters; ' o Group Captain,

HABBANI Ys , AIR ~__ STAFF,
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DECLASSIFIED

fatisihistisdni et a e

To $= No, 14 Squadron.

Prom - Air Headcuarters, 'IRAQ.

A, TForm B.5.

B, 26th August, 1941,

Ce. As in Form B.1l, dated 23rd August, 1941,

D. To aro-g leaflets on HAMADAN and QUM.

E. 27th August, 1941,

o 12 aircraft of 14 Scuadron.

Ge 12 aircraft of 14 Squedron on HAMADAN and QUM.
He Nil. _ o |
Je As in Form B.1l, dated 23rd August, 1941,

Ke  QAIYARA ~— HAMADAN - SUM and return direct.

La As in Form B2, dat.ed_ 23rd August, 1941,

Me 100,000 leaflets (50,000 each for HAMADAN and QUM).
Ne As in Form B.1l, dated 2&rd August, 1941,

O, ACKYOVLEDGE,.

Po 1200/26 L,3.T.

(8gds) A.JeDe ROSE.

Air Headquarters, Mador’ GQSOOOII'
HARSANT VA, Duty Operations Officen,
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D;EC-W{SI FlED

To $ - No, 11 Squadron and No.‘45 Squadron.
(R) R.4,F, Station, HABBANIYA.

From &= Air Headquarters, 'IRAQ.

‘Ao FOI-'m BQ 60 )

Be 26th August, 1941,

Ge  1/4 ihoh secale 'IRAQ/IRAN series. Sheets 2F and 27,
British ground forees are disposed as follows :~ One
columh in areg just West of PAITAK PASS, Map Ref. F,9378,

A seoond colurmn is advancing pe.n. today on SHAHABAD (also

named HARUNABAD), Map Ref. G.4346, with intention of-

continuing advanoe tomorrow to KARIND, Map. Ref. G.l464,

thus cutting off PERSIAN troops in the PAITAK PASS. |

PERSIAN troops at. 10,000 strong with 8 A.A. guns are reported
- in concealed positions defending the PAITAK PASS. Air

photographs of the area will be available.

D. To Grop leaflets on KERMANSHAH, MALAYAR, SULTANABAD,
KHURRAMABAD, and DIZFUL.

E. 27th August, 194l.

P, 12 aire¢raft of No. 11 Squadron.

Ga 12 aircraft of No. 11 Squadron to drop leaflets on
objuciives iven In D.

He  Nil. _

Js sstimation of positions where bombs and leaflets landed.
Movements and locations of enemy ground foroes, Eneny
aircraft seen. - ,ﬁamaffmyﬂ*

K. HABBANIYA - BAGHDAD - KERMANSHAH - MALAYER =~ SULTANABAD = Y
KHURRAMABAD - DIZFUL - BAGHDAD ~ HABBANIYA.

L L; Special attention is to be paid to formation flying over
BAGHDAD and other towns.

M, PFor D. 170,000 leaflets, for.equal distribution over the
five targets.

N Wireless silence until crossing the frontier on retum
journey unless forced to land in enemy territory, in which
case fact and Position to be signalled in SYKO to Air
Headquarters, 'IRAQe

o. ACKNOWVLEDGE,

P. 1930/26 L.S.Ts

(Sgds)  A.J.D. ROSE Major

Air Headquarters, for Group Captain,

HABBAANIVA, 'IRAQ, Ss A S._ O




To i~ No. 14 Squadrone

From i~ Air Headquarters, 'IRAQ.

Ao Fom BeTe
B.  27th August, 1941,

De To drop learflets on TENJAW - TAKISTAK -~ HAMADAN - SENNA
and any suitable towns en route,

fep reference of TAKISTAN is 36° 05' N., 49° 45' E,

&
*

28th August, 1941.

12 aircraft No. 14 Squadron.

=

e 12 zircraft No. 14 Squadron as in D above.

e As for Be.le

Ko  As required, , ‘
M. 100,000 pamphlets at discrstion of Squadron Confiagander.
N. As for Form B.l. o

O. ACKNOWVLEDGE.,

P.  1845/27 L.S.T.

(Sgde) AsJeDs ROSE Mejor

AL IEE-:}'LD:\;'J.,L TERS, for Group Cé.p'bain,
LT TTYA, 'IRAQ. S, As S, 0O,
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DECLAGSIFIED

1o

A,
B.
Co

De.

e " No. 11 Squadron and No. 45 Sguwdrons.
(R) R.4.Fs Station, HABBANIYA.

™ Air'Headquarters, 'IRAQ,

Fom BQSD
27th August, 1941.

1/4 inch scale'IRAQ/IRAN series Sheets 2F and 8J.
PéﬁSIAN troops est%é;ted 10,000 strong with 8.A.A. guns

reported in concealed positions holding PAITAK PASS

P, 9378, Owvn troops - Northern columm in grea just West of
PAITAK PASS (F.9378) with forward elements along line

P, 9278 ~ F.9388., Southern column advanced from GILAN
(Fe8437) to SHAHABAD (HARUNABAD) G.4346, 1400 hours 26/8,
with intention of continuing advance to KARIND G.1464 thus
cutting off PERSIAN troops reported in PAITAK PASS. Air
photographs of this area are available.

(i) To drop leaflets on BURUJYED and GULPATGAN.

(ii) To be prepared to bomb FERSIAN troops resisting our
advance during daylight 28/9/41.

28th August, 194l.
(1) 12 sircraft No. 45 Squadron.

- (1ii) 12 aircraft No. 11 Sgquadron.

G

He
Je

1";0

L.

M.

(i) 12 aircraft No. 45 Squadron to drop leaflets on
objectives given in D (i).

(ii) 12 airecraft No. 11 Squadron to standby at 2 hours

notice. Objectives to be issued later. Bombs at
dispersal point but not loaded,

Nile

Lstimation of positions where bombs and leaflets landsd.
lMovements and locations of enemy ground forces, Any
aircraft seen. One airocraft in each Flight to photograph
obhiectives.

(i) No. 45 Sguadron HABBANIYA ~ BAGHDAD - BURUJYED ~
| GULPAIGAN -~ KHURRAMABAD - BAGHDAD - HABBANIYA.

(ii) Noe 11 Squadron to be issued later.

(1) Special attention to be paid to fomaiion flying
over BAGHDAD and other towns.

(ii) Special instructions for bombing to be issued later,

(iik) Aircraft are not to cross PERSIAN territory at
height below 3,000 feet,

(i) For D (i) - 40,000 leaflets for equal distribution
over targets.

(ii) PFor D (ii) - Load 4.
Continued/oonoo Page 2
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N. Wireless silence until crossing frontier oem return
journey unless forced to land in enemny territory, in which
case faot and position to be signalled in SYKO to Air
Headquarters, 'IRAQ.

Ve  ACKNOWLEDGE.

B 1730/27 L.S.T.

. (Sgde) AsJT.De ROSE

' S Major
LT L © for Group Captain,
- Air Hesddgquarters, S : AIR STAFF o
HABBANIVA, 'IRAQe . - R
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From :— Air Headquarters,
Royal Air Foree in 'IRAQ.

To :- Officer GCommanding, No. 45 Squadron. ' [
GOlDy to ¢~ O‘C., R. AT Station’ HABBANIYA.
Force Headquarters, BAGHDAD.

Date ¢~ 27+h August, 1941,

DECLEBSIFIED

[}
'

Ref ¢~ S.12800/10/A1ir. 0,

' Subject ;-  OPERATION ORDER FOR SPECIAL RECONNATSSANCE,

Map Ref,:=~ 1/4 inch to 1 mile 2J and 2,

1. One Blenheim aircraft is to be detailed to _
carry out a special reconnaissance in the SHAHABAD ~ KERMANSHAH
area at 06.30 hours, 28th August, 1941.

QDT

SPECIAL TARGETS, ) ]
(a) Any enemy movements on road SHAHABAD ~ KERMANSHAH.

(v) Any enemy positions on high ground on either side
of main road CHAHAR - ZABAR (Map Ref. Sq. Ge55),

g

REICRTS.
I prd
iﬂRﬂvéﬁle (i) Message containing report is required at KHANAL
! when Divisional Headquarters Code Sign will be—
displayed in circle. If no sign: displayed
message is still to be dropped in circle.
(ii) Verbal report to Operations Raom, Air Headgquarters,
on conpletion of operation,
2e ACKNOWLEDGE.

(sgd.) S.B, HARRIS.
G/Cpte

for  Air Vice Marshal,
I.C.0, 2100 L.S.T. : Commanding, R.A.F. in Irage
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DEC

Tty

-

EA A

ASSIFiED

1.

2.

No. 261 F.; Sguadron (13 Hurricsnes, 6 Gladiatorég.
Nos 84 (B.

No. 244 G.p.g Squadron (Sectlon of 4/6 Vincents).

NQ. 51 BOTI

THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE AIR FORCES OF THE BASRAH WING™
TN EXECUTION OF THE ORDER V"COUNTENANCE",

(Refer to ReA.Fs 'IRAQ Command Operatiow Order No. 23/1941
dated 8th August, 1941). _

The Alr Forces available for this operation consist of :=

Squadron (Approxe l2 Blenheim Bombers),

Sguadron (6 Douglas / Valentia),

The limits of uge of this force have besn loid down by the

Air Officer Commanding, RiA«Fy 'IRAQ, under the directive -
received from H.M. Government in the U,X,, and in broad terms
are a8 follows -

Se

forces on

(a)

()
(c)

(d)

The neutrality of IRAN must be . * pespected by our
aircraft until after the land forees have entered IRANIAN
territory.

No offensive action may be taken until and unless armed
resistance is encountered by our land forces,

If force has to be used in the occupation of the provinee
of KHUZISTAN, then air action is to be confined sirictly

to attacks on the IRANIAN Air Force and its bases in the

province, giving close support to our land forces and to

protect then against hostile air attack,

Linitations in detail for the types of aircraft employed
are as follows -

(1) Fighter aircraft are to be employed solely to

provide cover against enemy air attack, and to
straff eneny aerodromes and landing grounds. They may
not ve used for close support of the land forces and low
strafifing of eneany nositions.

(ii) Borwers are to be used to attack enemy positions
provided thaet definite targets can be indicated and
pin pointed, eneny aerodromes and landing grounds, and, if
necessary, strategical reconnaissance in the KHUZISTAN Area.

{(iii) The Vincent aircraft can only be used provided
enemy air activity has been overcome. These air-

craft are slow and cumbersome and provide a perfect

target for enemy fighters. ‘

If enemy air activity is neutralised, then these aircraft

will be employed on normal Armmy co-operation, reconnaiss-—

gpnce, etc.

(iv) The Bomber/fTransport aircraft will be used only to
convey troops from one sector of the operations to
another as reguired, provided thet the aerodrome or
landing ground to which they are proceeding is definitely
in our hands. '

I B R o .
e onnosition: being encountered by our land
3 %Bgi%vgggtggl éﬁ'ry into IRAN, the operations of the

Air Force on %Hhe first dey will be as follows :-

continued/....s Page 2.
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(1) .Standing fighter patrols.from dawn to dusk wil
be over KHURRAMSHAHR/ABADAN Area (first patrol
und anm SHAHPUR (second patrol).

(11) F'igb.ters will -attack the aerodromes at AHWAZ
eand BANDAR SHAHPUR with the objeot of destroying

the enemy alrcraft on the ground.

(111) 'The bombers will standby at “Readiness" to ivc

.., support as required by the land forces and/o

bomb enemy aerodromes. if necessary, when the reports of
. the fighters engaged in ‘straffing the  enemy aerodromes
- ‘are received.

.(iv) The Vincents will standby for reconnaissance-
- as -required, :

(v) The B.T. aircraft will standby for tr00ps
movement as required.

4(vi) Should it be .considered that air oppositlon had
been overcome by the first sortie of the fighters,
then the Vincents would be employed on reconnaissance

(a) over the columm attaeking AHWAZ’and () over-
ABADAT /KITUDRANSHAHR Areas

(vii) 11ghter pattol will standby at "Readiness“ for
.. the defence of the BASRAH Dock Area, Ainport and
SHALBAH aeroaromes.._ '

4o The foreg01ng 1nd1cate the preliminary role of the forces
and air action from thence onwards must be guided by the turn
of events on the ground,

' (Sgds) D.L. THOMSON

o : Group Captain,
Wing H. Qe : ‘Conminanding, BASRAH Wing,

! Rl
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mECIﬁSI FlE D

ROYAL AIR FORCE, BASRAH WING HEADQUARTERS

OPHRATION ORDER NO.1/1941,

(In ampiification of 'IRAQ Comuend Opsration Order
No. 25/1941, deted tihe Sth iucust, 1941),

To s ,?., Re Asl'e Otation, SHAIBAH.
rt

..;.’ I\IC). 2()‘1 IFighteI‘) Squ:‘LdI‘OI’l-
0 Cay Oos o4 ;Bomber) Scuadron,
0.C., 0. 244 (General DPurnose) Squadron,
0 Cuy 0. ©1 (Bomber Transport) Squadron.
The #orce Coiv..nder (8 Dive)., -
eileUela e GeCsToy 'IRiT
Alx Hgadouarters,
Operations Record Book,
Spire = 5 copies.

: ' , - oy
From 3= Officer Commanding, R.A.F, Wing, BASRARY (uwaﬂ

Ao I“Om Bl/lgl.}:lo
B. 11th August, 1941,

Cs Rofer to 'IRALQ Command Operation Opder Noe 23/1941, dated
8th .urust, 1941. :

D 212 To destroy the IRANIAN Air Force in the KHUZISTAN Area,
2) To protect the iimy and Naval Forces from air attack
during the occupation of the province of KHUZISTAN.
(3) Strategic bombing of military objectives in close
support of our ground forces and the destruction of
IRANIAN aerodromes and air forces on the ground.

E. Squadrons to be at "Rcadiness" at first light on the day
D.1l, to await the execution-order "Go", It is to be
clearly und erstood tThat with the word "go" will be given
the specific tasks tobe cariied out at that particular
time, and the se will be indicated in the following manner ;-

" "GO" Tasks G.I, II, IV, VII". ©NO repeat NO other
tasks are to be unlertaken until prefixed with the word "“GO“,

P, a No., 261 Squadron — 13 Hurricanes; 6 Gladiators.

b) No. 84 Squadron — 12 Blenheim Bombers.

c) No. 244 Sguadron = 4/6 Vincents. .

d) No, 31 Squadron — 6 Douglas / Valentia. '
Ge (4} To maintain a standing fighter patrol of 4 Hurricanes

over ABADAN and KHURRAMSHAHR. , :
(1i) To maintain a standing fighter patrol of 2 Hurricanes -

. alteggat'ng_with 3 Gladiators over BANDAR SHAHPURs
(iii) To attack with 2 Hyuppisanes, aerodromes and landing
grounds likely to be occupied by the enemy, i.e.
DORQUAIN, KUT ABDULLAH, AHWAZ snd BANDAR MASHUR.
NOTE: DORQUAIN and KUT ABDULLAH are A.I,0,C.
L.Gs. which might possibly be used by the
. IRANIANS.
"~ (4v) To have standing-by at SHAIBAH, 1 Gladiator at
"Readiness*" and 2 "Available" 10 provide a measure
of defence for the BASRAF Dock Ares, Airport and gawm
SHAIBAH Aerodrome, ' '
(v) One flight of 3 Blenheims to destroy the enenmy
asrocCrome at AVWAZ and any enemy aircraft found

dispersed thereon. Oontinued/;sis. Page 2.
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<vi) Orie flight of 3 Blenheims to attack the Naval
Barracks at KHURRAMSHAHR and the Military Barracks
at ABADAN. :

(vii) One flight of 3 Blenheime to gun positions at.
KHOSROWABAD.

(v111) All available ancents to standpby for reoconnaissance
over the AHWAZ Column.and over ABADAN and KHURRAM=
SHAHR,

(ix) Six B.Te. alrcraft to stand-by on call for any troop
carrying as required by the Army.

He Only as specifically called for,
Je Assessment of damage done and reports of enemy aircraft.

or movemnent of ground forces, location of gun p031t10ns

etc. .

K. A8 per standing instructions for BASRAH Airport and SHAIBAH.
L, (1) The A.I.0.C¢ have 3 D.H. 86 (Rapides) which nomally
are at ABADAN. These aircraft are not .repesat not
to be attacked either in the air or on tha ground
under any circumstances,’

(ii) " In view of the fact that, in some cases, the mape in
use by all arms of the forces may not be the same
reference and socale, indications of target may bve

" given by using the "Clock! code and the name of the
place, 1.6, a gun position 4 miles south of ARADAN
.would be shown as “aGum 4 miles ABADAN 6 o'clockY, °
Lie (1) For G (v) -~ Load 3,
ii) "Por @ vi) - Load 4,
1il) Por G (vi1) - Load 4.
N. A8 per signals instructions attached.
0. Acknbwledge.
P. T-O 0. 0800 hours G.M.T.
-NOTE°' The date of D.l w111 be notlfled later.
(Sgd.)  D.L. THOMSON.
o : . . Group Capfain,
'.J:Lng Hogo - ' o @mmandingl BASRAH Wingo

: AN
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SIGNALS INSTRUCTIONS FOR OPERATION ORDER NO, 1.

Personnel.
(a) Advanced Upit (261 Squadronm),
-1 Sgtey, 1 Cpl., 4 A.C. W/T. Operators.
(pb) Base Unit (261 Squadron),
1 Sgt., 3 W/T. Operators.
(¢) R.AF. W/T. Lorry %to accompany 8 Dive HeQe),
2 Cplo ‘H/To 0 e{at 'Se
(q) Battery Ground Bets receiver only) s

2 A.Ce W/T. Operators in readiness to proceett from
SHAIRALH in transport to be supplied by the Army and
to accoupony HeQs 25th Brigade,

BEquionent and Location,

(a) No. 261 Sguadron Adwanced Unit,
One R/T. Pack Set :
One W/T. Pack Set, At present embarked
and Receiver R,1084, HeM.Se SEA BELLE,
Two Charging Sets. -
(v) No. 261 Squadron Base Unit, |
Ope W/Ts Pack Set. ; Situated Dispersal Pdint,
One Charging Set. ' R.AFo Station,‘SHAIBAQ.
. \
(e) R.AF. Lorry. | \,
N
One W/T, Pack Set, 3 In readiness ap- ReAJFe
One Charging Set. Station, BASRA‘_@,;’ EMW\'
Intention.
(a) Advanced Unit will communicate with fighter aircraft by
. . RAT., ert with Base Unit bg W/T.
) HIATE. LD i Stoation will keep watch on these frequencies
to act as link. if necessary.
(e) - A.F, /T, Lorry will comnunicate with SHAIBAH as
detailed by Orficer Commanding, Wing Heggquarters.
(@) Battery Grounas Set Operators will receive their
instructions from Brigade Commanders.
(e) SHALIBAH Main Station will effect: communication with all
W/T. airgraft operating from BASE.
(f) SHAIBAH “ain Station will maintain watch with H.M.S.
SEA BELLE,
Codes..
(i) Transposition Code Key words for the month of August
~ have been issued to 2 (a), 2 (p) and 2 (e) above. ,
(ii) Transposition and a pre—-arranged system of aircraft code

words will be used by No., 261 Squadron Advanced Unit and
No, 261 Squadron Base Unit W/T. Pgck Sets.

Continued/sssee Page 4.
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2061 Sqﬁn. Base Upit Dispersal Area.

261 Sgdn. Advanced Unit,
261 Sqdne
261 Sgdn.

\Z/’B. Pack Set fitted in lorry,
Officer Qommanding, Wing=H,Q.)5'

Advanced Upyg,

aircraft.

SHATBAH Bomber aircraft
operational frequency.

, HAIBAH‘ai raft non-o erafion
?requency‘(;13°~n o Ground -
' Station). '

SHATBAH with HyMsS, SEA BELLE, "

844'SQﬁn.‘ARiY/R.'Opergtional
aireraft frequencigs, -

244 Sqdn, TAC/R. Operational

-alreraft frequencises,

Se Gell Signs end Freguencies,
66GY . HOFMA W/T. 4860 Kes,
QoT W/T. 4360 Kes,
C - HILLY R/T. 5350 Kes,
- TOPIC R/T. 5380 Kcs,
DK7 . W/T. 4860 Keg,
o7 W/T. 429 Kes,
GES7 Vv/T, 6500 Kcs,
6KM W/T, 4300 Kes,
MD6 Y/Te 4930)Kg
| 4800 . é.;
MD6 ¥/T. 4700 gxés;“
- 4420) -
- 15th Augisfe.Jddls,
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ROYAL ATR FORCE WING HEADQUARTERS, BASRAM; bass
| OPERATION ORDER NO, 5/1941.

S 0,0., ReA.Fs Station, SHATBAH.
0,C., No. 81l Squadron Detachment,
0,C., No. 261 Sguadron.
Force Commander, No. 8th Divisione

Form Be«d, 194Ll.
21st August, 1941

British Indian Women end Children are being evacuated from
the scattered areas around M.I.S. to ‘. 'a concentrated area in
HAFT KELe To cover this evacuation, %roops will be landed
as .below. _

It is the intention of the Foroce Commander to land troops on
the HAFT KEL aserodrome for the purpose of escorting evacuees
itis I Women & Children from M,I.S, to T KEL.
géﬁ%pgr%ngbrngﬁgae %rooPSngs be%ng Brranged by the Fiond

Management of the A.I1.0.Co Limited, These troops will then

" protect the occupied area in HAFT KEL until relieved by

ground forces,
From first light on the day D until completion of the operat ion
(1) A1l available Valentia. airoraft of No. 31 (B.T.)

Squadron Detachmente
(i1) Two Long Range Hurricanes of No, 261 (F.) Squadron.
Nile ' |
Nile
AS called for,

Direct route SiliIZAH -~ HAPT KEL, but skirting the towm of
AMW'.Z via minimum of 20 miles to the South East.

The emplaning cof the troops at SHAIBAH will be arranged between
0,0.; Ro.AoF‘, SHAIBAH;. and the OoCo’ the 'TI'OOPS concermed.
(Baluch Regiment), Aircraft will leave the ground at a time
suitabie teo allow the landing to be affected at HAFT KEL at
0700 hours. The fighter esocort, which is to accompany and -
prctect the Bowber Transports, will not land at HAPT KEL during
the period that the Bomber Transport airsraft are on the ground
On ths completion of the deplaning of the troops, the Bomber
Transport aircraft will immediately return to base, again
accompanied by the fighters, using the same route as for the
outward journey., Prior to the landing of the Bomber Transport
aircraft at HAFT KEL, the fighter escort will investigate the
aerodrome and its vicinity to ensure that no opposition is
likely to be encountered. The Bomber Transport aircraft will
not attempt to land until they have received the appropriate
signal from the Leader of the Fighters to say that the aero-
drome is clear, If it is discover=d that opposition will He
encountered whilsnt effacting landing, the echelon is to return
to Base im:ediately,

continued/....+ Page 2.



) - APPENDIX "NV,
"Vl " } . Page'coocooozn

e

Signals between Fighter and Bomber(Trénspo;t aireraft
are to be arrenged mutually between the leaders of the two
flights. , - o

M, Nil. .

e Wireless silence is to be observed except in emergencys

0., Acknowledge.

P, T.0,0,. 1100 G.M.T. 21/8/41. - R

(Sgde)  DiLe. THOMSON

' Group Oaptain, Gommanding,

Jing ‘Headquarters. : - Ving Headquarters, BASRAH, .

Lome
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ROYAL 4IR FORCE WING HEADQUARTERS, BASRAW /:7
OPERATION ORDER NO.4/1941. AR

il 0.C. s Hesrelle Y SHAIBAH,
0.Csy NOe 24«4 Squadron,
Force Comiiandgr, B Division,

C-ncel Operstion Order No. 2 and substitute Operation
Oréor 1§o.4/1941

Form B.4.
21.8441e
25th Inf. Bdge. iéégboceeding from TANNOOMAH to QASR SHEIKH

(5,39 @ &M, D.1,8), during the night of D minus 1/D.1 to
engage enemy troops reported to.be in that area, -

‘Mo carry out a reconnaissance over the area in the vicinity

of QASR SHEIKH. Observe und signals and if necessary
sumnon one flight of No. Bir?ﬂb Squadron from SHAIBAH to
give support to our troops by bombing.

From lst light. ,

One vincent aircraft of No. 244 Sguadron.

Nil,

Nil.

Usual Recco. Report.

Direct.

Nil.

Nil.

Nil.

Acknowledge,

7,0,0, 1100 G.IL.T.

(3gds) D.L. THOMSON.

.

oL L iars. Group C.pitwin, Commanding,
Wing :ealouarters, BASRAH.
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SIGNALS REPORT ON OPERATIONS IN IRAN.

The following are bfief connents on R.A.F,
comnmunications during the recent operations in IRAN which,
however, were of such short duration that very little can be
said, . .

L. WL, TOINT TOQ DTCINT COiiMUNICATION,

(8) Yormal Reidds V/T, point to point communieations funetioned
- satisfactorily.
operptional
(p) The upec alf 's point to point channel operated by No. 261 .
Sguacdyron functioned very satisfactorily and was, in fact,
gsegfior other purposes und by other services for clearing
raffic. g

(e) The two W/T. tenders allotted for use with R, A.F. Ligison
Ofricers with the Amy funotioned satisfactorily from a
wireless point of view but from a mobile point of view were
goriously handieapped owing to the greaster speed of the army
vehisles with which they travelleds This resulted in & ggptain
amount of dela¥ in clearin§ signals as the wireless tender was
frequently left behind in the earlier stages. IHyyever, this
stresses the point that arrangements for the provision of
wirelaess stations, either mobile or immobile, for R.4.1'. on
army purposes, must he made well befors they are required as
signals arrangements have t0 fit in with an organisation which
cannot he prepared at a moment's notice (as occurred in this

cage) gnd nroduce the best results.
2¢  AIRORANT /T, QOMIUNICATION,

Ligited use was made of this by bomber aircraft and results
obtalned were unsatisfactory. However, this can be attributed
to inexperience in operators which at the moment is a common
cause of aircraft W/T. failures throughout the R.,A.F. An
intensive training scheme for aircraft W/T. operators and all
signals personnel is about to be commenced in this Commend.

3‘ ALRCRAFT R/T, COIT UNICATION,

Only one fighter sqguadron was involved but results obtained
were very satisfactory. In one particular instance a range
(ground to air only) of 250 niles was obtained between a M,P,
ground station and & Hurricene fitted with a T.R.9 D. A foirly
constant range of 70 - 80 miles two-way R/T. was also obtained -
using TeRe 9 Ds (cpystal controlled), pilot using an E.}M. microphone,

4., TLANDLIIT COM UNICATION.

o renmarks, as there were no landlines of importance all
R, A. P, lundline requirements are at the moment i course of being
installed.

5. GENERAL.

A gross misuse of priority on signals occurred during these
short operations both by the Army and the R,A.F. The highest
priority, that of "MOST IIR{EDIATE", the use of which cannot be
delegated, was uscd many time where it should not have been used.
The matter has been taken up separately with departments concerned.

(Sgds) J. THOMPSON.

Squadron ILeader,
8th Sentenber, 19° 1. Chief Signals Officer.






