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REPORT OH R.A.P, OPBRATIONS 
I N CRETE 

17 th APl"~l-=.. ~1 st r.Iay, 19tt 1 

PART 1 - Situation 1.n CRETS gt 17t~.APrli 

General situation. 

J 

1. CRETE becan1e a ma jor theatre of operations 

following the dee is ion to evacuate GREECL·, 

2. At t 1lis tine the onl:y a i r forc es on tlle isla:..1d 

wer"e 1 Fleet Air A 1--1.i s qua dron \ Eo. 805) l oo a tcd at ; :A.LEliE 

and p roviding , as a p rL.1ar y r·o l e; fic:"ter c1efence for the 

fleet 8.J.'1C1lorage at SUDA :;JAY. This squadron was at ve ry 

reduced strength and c onsisted of a i·,1ixture of li'ul mars, 

Gladia to1"s ai7.d Dr·ewsters; the l atter on ly 1)ei ne; flovm in 

an er,1ergency owiniJ to enGine defects. 

3•. Aerodroi·,1es i7er•e availal) le at IIALI:L~ and ;IEHAK-

LIO:iJ vii th. one lal1diiir_~ strip at R~Ti i:O, Construc tion r,o :;.-•lc 

was s till goine; o;.1 a t b oth aer odroues. liERAIIT,IOl: wa s f it 

for use by a ll t y-pcs of a irc;..•aft but only f i gl1ter a i1•craft 

could operate fror:1 Mi-\Lg}JE . 

Lt-, A. :.:. E . S. s tation s nere established at both 

I.iA'.LEtIE and ~;:CRAKLIOl'T; the station at LIAL:CtiE (no.252) was 

i n ful l operatio:..1 and the other (n o. 220) was i !1 the final 

star;ea of erec t i on. Eo. 252 A. : i . z. s. fed L1formation i n to 

the Gun 01,eration s Ro om at C.4.:~EA wh ich was develop ed as an 

Operati ons Cen t re and co11trolled the figh ter and A.A. 

defence s of SUDA DAY ai--ea , lTo R. A. l-1
, cont1"'ollers or ope1 ... -

ation s of'ficei--s were availabl e at t:ds centre, : 

One Warrant Obse1"ver a,.--id one Lieutena,.7.t ( Uetei>rological) 

attached to the F .A.A. acted a s Cont.i'ollers , Ho operation s 

room 1ms availaule at t :1is ti!11e a.t ~iERAJCT..IOlT but a proteot.ed 

site llad been cho sen an d work was il"1 hand to 001;1r>lete the 

ce11ti--e • Ho R/ T conF1ui1 ica tion was available 1Jetrleen G. O. R. 

and a i rc!laft • 
.Ai1 eff i c ien t G;.. ... eek observer s ystem was in op e1"a­

tion on tlle island re:porti11c:: 1Jy telephone to a c entre at 

CK.H~A which was lL1li::ed t o t h e G. O. R. CA.l:El1.. 

5. On 17th Ap ril, 1 9L~1, "i/i ng COLLlander G.R. B:CAi:ISi-I , 

assm.1ed cor,1uanc1 of n. A.r . i n Ci~'I'E, tnldng over t he exist­

ing small staff of 1 I:'lic;ht Lieutei1cmt 11 who had b een actine 

as S.A.li'.O. CRETE , 1 Plight Lieu tenant v1ho had been posted as 

his relief, m1d ap :._)roxir:m.te l y 17 other l"al1ks, R.A.P. 

Headquarters was esta1)lished i n t he t own of CA.l1F...A near the 

Headquart ers of t he local military co;·,1·1a11der and t he n ava l 

Off'ice r i n Charge SUDA BAY. Ju1 iri1.·-1ediate a•.Idi tion to t he 

staff was a Chief 8i :").1als Officer; additional -persm1,1el 

we re talrnn over 0:1 arri val of R. A. To'. pcrson ~1el f rom GHEECE, 

between 18 t h and 2L~t:1 April, ii.1cludi11g Ope1'atioi1s Room 

Staff s f or EE:1Al~LI ·, o:nd CA~-~A. 

6. n . A. F . nerso11;1el we re also located a t ; .;::s:lA.I';:LI OH 

on a slceleton basis as a relict f rom 11 Z11 \liil[s which had 

l)et'.m formed for operatio;.1s ne;ainst t lle DODI;CA:.:.DSE, Pleet 

./cont'd• 
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Air Arm personnel only were at EALEiiE. 

7. Stocks of fuel and ammunitioi1 were available 
at HERAKLIOH ai.1d i iALEUE aerodroi',1es and ad.clitional fuel 
was advised from EGYPT. Ho mai11tenanc5s,Pare a_were held 
on the island and no maintenance fi:rc-rr1 1es were avai.laoTeo 

---:-- -- -
8. 'l'he main R. A. F. ~l/1' station in CIIBTE was at 
HERAKLIOlr with point-to-p oL.1t cornuunication with EGl'PT 
and GREECE. W/T traffic for S.A.]'.O. CRETE at CAl\fEA was . 
·ha ndl ed by Ho. 252 A. n . :c .s. a t i.lA.LEtIB and transferred by 
D/R to R.A.F. Headquarters. 

One telephone line was n,··ailable between G. O.R. 
CAHEA and HERAKLIOH. i-IALEi..II.: aerodi-•ome, No. 252 and 
Ho.220 A. n . E.S.' and G.O.R. CAlTEA were also C011i.1ee.ted by 
direct telephone. TeleIJhone comrnu.nication wao very poor 
and a gener al shortage of material prevented any major 
improvemen ts b e ing made; :plru.1.s were in hand to i mprove 
the position but it was realised that a month at least 
would be req~ired to achieve any duplic ation of telephone 
lines. 

9, This wa s the general situation in CilETE on the 
17th April. At t h is time no definite information of 
evacuation from C~H:ECE was a vailable, l)ut it was lrnown to 
be i m 1i;.1ent. 

PART 2 - Operations from CIIBTE assisting 
Evacuation fl"Olll GREECE 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10. On the evacuation from GJ.mECE being ordered the 
i mr.1ediate problems conf1"011ting the O.C., R. A.li'., Ci.C TE 

were :-

(i) the provision of fighter protection for 
convoys to and :fr om GTII:::TICE. Since the re 
we re no effective air fol"ces left in G~Ic:~CE 
the entire resp on sibility for the fi ghter 
p rotect ion of all ship s tal<:ing part in the 
evacuation fell on CRETE. 

(ii ) provision of administrative arrangemen ts to 
receive in CRETE R.A.F. personnel evacuated 
fl"OlTI GRD:CCE' and l"e-transfer then to EGYPT 
as opportunity offered. 

( iii) the development of a 1d/T station at CAl~EA 
pr oviding comr,Illi1ication with H. C! . , R.A. F. , 
i tiddle :Cast, H. Q,., B. A.F., GREECE, and all 
n .A.F. units in CRETE. 

The e, , cuation of personnel from GREECE to CHE'l'E 
and finally to EGYPT by Sunderland airc1"aft te1:1porarily 
base d at SUDA DAY was decen tra lized to Ho.230 Squadron 
UL1der the command of Wi ng Commander FRAJ::TCIS • 

• /cont'd. 
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Fighter J2rotection for conVo;LS - Evacuation from GREECE. 

11. To undertake convoy protection Ho .. 30 Sq_u.adron 
equipped with 1 L~ Dlenheim I aircraft, was moved by a ir 
from GREECE to UALEUE on April 18th and was supported 
subsequently by No. 203 Squadron (9 Blcnheim IV' s) from 
EGYPT, and re1m1ants of Hos. 33, 80 and 112 Sq_uadrons as J they arrived fron GREECE between 22nd and 2L~th April. 

'- Apart from Ho. 203 Squadron, all units were in ·a very 
l low state of s e Pv :'.ceabili ty and no maintenance spares 

were available. l;·o. 30 flq_uadron had only 6 - 8 service-

\ 

able aircraft; Hos 33 and 80 squadrons were combined 
and had a strength of 6 serviceable Hurricanes; Ho. 112 
Squadron had 1L!- Gladiators of which approxi1i1ately 6 were 
serviceable. 

12. The plan for fighter escorts for convoys was 
based on providing p a trols of Dlenheir:1 aircraft at . maximum 
strength in the late evening and early norning to cover 
Horth and South bou:1d convoys respectively, in the vicinity 
of the mainland. of GREECE. As far as serviceabili t~-
allowed p atrols of six aircraft were em1)loyed for this taslt. 
Short range aircraf't Ui7.dertook protection when convoys 
approached Cll:CTE and during their disernl)arlcation at SUDA 
DAY. Ove1.., the intervening a rea of sea patrols were main-
tained at a reduced s trerigth. Con tin[;en t with service-
a"bili ty everJ e f fort was made to provide some aircraft over 
the convoy throughout t h e hours of dayli2ht. 

li'i g":.1ter escorts we1 ... e p1..,ovided on this plan 
throughout the evacuation between t h e 21 st and 29th Ap1..,il. 
Nos. 112 and. 203 sq_uadrons being located at IIERJ}.KLIOH and 
the remaining m1i ts at LiALEl.'iE. On 30th April and 1 st 
~.!ay No. 203 Squadron a ircraft were returned to EGYPT, 

Reception of persomiel fro1a GRE:SCE. 

13. To receive TI . A.F. personnel fl"'Om GHE::::CE in ClIBTE 
an R.A.}P. Transit Co.mp was establishe d on 19th April at a 
well concealed site wi tl1 an al)lmdance of natural cover 
near SUDA DAY. -_-_1ith tlle small R.A.l<'. staff available the 
orgai1iza tion of -'_;- :Ls camp was a formidable undertal:ing . 
IIowever, it was es tabli shed wi th the aid of R. A.P. personnel 
disem'tJarlrnd at c:rnTE fr•om s . S. DUI:WTA which was diverted to 

/ CRIZ'rE when on its way to rnr s:sc:c by H. Q., R.A.F., t iiddle East. 
Off-loading of the u a. terial on this ship and its .transfer­
ance to the dispersal area was also undertalcen and achieved 
in little more t han 2L~ hours - a superhuman effort wi th the 
small number of person:1el and the lirni t ed transpo1 ... t o.vail­
ab le. 

14. The 'l'r ansi t Camp a imed at p roviding hot fo od for 
all personnel on arrival £md a cconk:oda tion for all R.A.F. 
p e rsonnel during their stay in CTIETE. Bl anlrnts were 
available f or all p erson:;_1el. Additionally, an 0 ffic e rs 
l:Iass was e s talJ l i she d ii1 CAIT::::::A and p rovided. acconriodation 
for H. Q. 9 B.A.P. , . GREECE officers, a nd t hose officers not 
required with their un i ts in Transit Camp. 

De spite t;:ie imp rovised nature of the arrangements 
m1 d the ·•"'act that i t was 01~gaI1i zed at short no t i c e t he . 
Officers Mess and Transit Camp were a success ai1.d r.1e t their 

, purposes adeg_uately; 1500 of a l l ranlrn wa s the peal~ f i gur e 
reached in the Transit Ca mp • 

• /con t'd. 
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1'he Cari1:9 vvas i-:-iain tained in operation until 

~ 
May 9th when the :Z'inal evacuation of all the remaining 
R.A.F. personnel took place by sea.. From the 23rd 
April persom:e1 •.vcre being transferred to EG-:,'.PT by 
Bomber Transpo:..· , and Sunderland aircra!tt while a large 

/conditions 

proportion were cleared 1)y ship on 29th April~ 

W/T c01mnu11ica tion at CAH:G4:. 

:f 5• Dy 19th Ap ril l'!/T cornrm...1.nication was established· 
with H.Q., R.A. F ., I'liddJ_e East, H.Q., B.A.P., GREEC:S and 
all R.A.F. units in CRETE by R.A.F. pack sets. 

A special night frequency was required for 
communication with H.Q., R.A.F., IIiddle East owing to the 
peculiar local wireless phenomena. A report on R;A.F. 
~ignals during the wb.ole period is given at Enclosure "A". 

PART 3 .... Phase prior- to enemy attacl{ 
on CRETE. 

-=-===----==-==-==-=-==-===-==--====-== 

16. On completion of the eva cuation of all R.A. F. 
personnel to EG'...'PT from Gr.E;Jc:C via CTIET~ the following 
units remained:-

Unit Personnel strength Full a/c 
----------~-----------·- · strengtl} 

No.30 Sqdn. 
( !-JALEME ) 

No.33 Sqdn.) 
Eo. 80 11 ) 

( I11ALEiilE) 

No.112 Sqfu1e 
(HERAKLION) 

Ho.805 F.A.A. 
Sqdn. 

( MALEME) 

No. 2 52 A. i\.'i . E. S ,) 
No.220 A. U. E .S.) 

less number of personnel 
not required owing to 
brealcing up of specialist 
sec t ions. 

slceleton ;mi ts which were 
combined t o form a iiurri­
cane unita 80 SQuo.dron 
had only very few personnel 
in CRETE, and 33 Squadron 
1ivas at approx. half squadron 
strength. 

small ma intenance pa1"ty only 
retained to operate Gl adia­
tor aircraft for short period 

full squa dron strength but 
very small nurnbe1" of a/craft. 

full strength in personnel. 

12 

6 

12 

6 

17. Owing to intensity of operations in GREECE thP 
general state of s e rviceability of aircraft was very ] QW 
and conld not b e i r:1proved owing to lack of spares on the 
island. In the J • a h igh de gree of service ability 
was in f act mni n t ained for a short period by robb ing 
unserviceal) l e a i:ccra f'.t; it wa s clear, however, tl1a t :=my 

o/cont'do 
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high standard of serviceal::>ili ty could nd_t be maintaine d 

without maintenan~e facilities. 
Froo t ~c Jersonne l aspect, all personnel ex 

GREECE had had a v c :.·y strenuous time and arrived in CRETE 
somewhat low-spirited. Virtually all personnel had 
l ost their kit and had only the clothes they stood in r: 

In consequence the personnel were generally below n or;i1a:\ 

and required every encourasement to continue at a sat::. b• 

factory state of efficiency. It was the policy as fa ~ 

as possible to retain with units only the minimum of 

personnel, thus allowing the remainder to return t o 

\ 

EGl'PT for a short r est ar1d to be re-1<:i tted. The i :1 t.(':n •· 

tion of the A. O.C. -in - C. was to build up No. 33 Squad~.'on 

to full s quadron strength with new pilots and aircre:f' ·~. 

from EGYPT; No. 30 Squadron being retained temporarily 

in CRETE for convoy protection-duties and No. 112 
Squadron for local protection of the HERAKLION areao 

180 Following the evacuation of GRi.::ECE the enemy 

continued intensive a ir operations against our shipping 

at sea and in the vicinity of CRETE and. SUDA. BAY anchor-• 

age; frequent enemy reconnaissance flights were now 

/ being made over the island. Our cor.1t:1i tmen ts in counter -, 

ing this activity by the enemy allowed no relaxation of 

effort and units were operating at high pressure. 

19. In this peI'iod , No. 30 Sq_uadron continued +,(: 

provide convoy p rotection for shipping to and from c ~-?i-~'l'E 

and also u.ndertool;: dai ly reconnaissance flights in ~~~i.e 

KYTH:CRA Channel area for enemy shipping movementso . 'I'hci 

remaining units at i.:.AT.,Ei.!E and HERAKLIOH in the defence r ;:f 

local areas and of SUDA DAY anchorage and in the deni~l 
of air recom1aissance to the enemy. 

The plar. :'or the employment of short range 

fighter aircraft was to naintain aircI'aft a t readii ... e s s 

on the ae1"odrome. On early war•ning of 1 plus aiI'cr•a:::' t 
beirj.g plotted, one aircraft came to stand by; if the 
aircraft ap:,_.; roached the island and was identified as 

enemy the s t o.n d by a ircI•aft took off and Liade contact 
with Operations Rooms by R/T ( this had been developed. 
ii.1 t he meantime ) 501a of the r emaining serviceable ai:_·. 
craft v,rere then brought to sta;.1d by. If the raid 

became a number of enemy a iI'craft all aircraft at s ta.".',d 

by toolc off to engage the enemy the remainder being 
brought to stand by and 1"emained u.nder orders of the 
Controller at the Operations Centres. 

During periods of congestion at SUDA BAY wh•Ji1 
unloading s hips, stai'1ding patrols olfl one aircraft wer e 

maintained over this area by units located at I\IALEI·-.iE " 
Th e p e riods of readiness we1 ... e a great strain o:d 

pilots and it was fOlmd desirable to pool pilots of un i L; 

at MALEME to i-·e lieve the burden. 
Very good r e sults were being obtained by 

A.111.E.S. stations a t this time. j_ weak sector however 

existed parallel to the coast and also for enemy air crai' t 

approa ching from the South very little warning was r ece1 --· 

ved. 

Prepa r a tions t o meet enerny inva sion. 

\

1 20. r r or,1 :.:-eli 'l.b le i n :Co rma tioi1 received it was c Jp p ·r:-

that the enemy a ttack on CRETE was to be air borne o 

. _l oo nt I do 
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therefore 
decided 
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:8ach aerodrou e or lar1dinc ground was, therefore, a 

possible landj_ng place fo p enemy transpor t aircretft 

and s o repr esented a p ot(mtial r:1ei.1ace to tl1e securit~r 

of' t h e island. Owing to the weak e;a1•rison of the 

( \ isl ai1d it vms ac;:i:eed with t!1e G. O.C.-in-C. that no 

additional landing stI'ips were to be coi1struc ted a:;.1c1 a 

new site at PEDIADA IC!-1.S'r:i~LLI t!.,.e;.1 u11der co;.1 struc tion 

was to lJe perr,1ar1.ently obstI•ucted , nl1icll was done ~J Y 

digCTing trenches across the site and l)ili;.1c; earth between 

tre;.1ches; further po3sible new landi;.1g ground site s in 

the EES8Ai.'1A Plain and near DER:CS i:n the \lestern end of 

the island were not to be devel oped. 

21. ':l.'he existing aerodroi,1es and· landi:ng e rounds 

were situated at ,poil'; ts on tl1e island 11here it was 

essential to locate land forces a;.1d;to p rovide bases 

fro~,1 which fi ghters could o:~)erate to reduce the scale of 

to retain 
them i n use 

ener,w o..ir a ttact:. The G. O.C . - i n - C. had every confidence 

in the ability of the land forc e s to hold these aero­

dro~·.1es. 

22. Stocks of fuel and ar.l!1u.i.1ition were established 

at e ach o.erodrone a nd at R~'rIEO where a lso a signn.ls 

deta chr:ient and a sr.1all refuelling a.11d r•ear mi ng JJarty 

were also locat ed. • R. A. P . Detaci1I,1en t H:CRA.I<LIOE were 

responsi b l e f or· ·nai i."!ta ining stoclcs a t TIETii10. 

23 . Al l aerodro:.1es and EETII.10 landing gronnd were 

linked by W/T '."":.:1cl 'by one telepl'!one l ine through G. O. R. 

CAT.TEA wi th II. :-:, . , R. A. 1· . , CA.1:EA ; the t elephone ·,-ms ;:1ost 

m1sat i sfactory as it was used to capacity fop r eporting 

a ircraft. All telephone lines were overhead and likel~ 

to be da;1a ged by bombs 01~ s abotage . The A.: :.::I:.S. 

stati ons had \l/'l' stal1d b y coi:1nm1ica tion with Operations 

Centres. RETL.~O did not hold cypl1er boolcs but enployed 

transposition code for cor:r- :m1ication v1ith H. Q,., R . 1\..F . 9 

Cf.J.::EA a;.1d :1:::::1.lA.I<LIOF , r1i th ~ce~; sc;.1 tei.1ces sent to t : 1em l)y 

special D/R . 

2L~. All useless g rou:..1d on aerod1·oues nas blocl;:ed 

wf th lJar•rels filled wi tl.l earth. 'I'llis partic .. 1.la1•ly 

applied to the large aerod:i:m;1e at ECll/-D\L IOJT whicl: by tl1is 

r,1ea11 s was reduced to :flight paths vii t h acGess to o.:;.1c1 f1'0i" 

them to dispersal areas and p ro tective pens. With t he 

restrmc ted size of : :.A.LEI:L: aerodrome onl y a cor:1para t i vely 

small area on t he \Jeste rn side of the aerodrome could be 

obstructed. As an additional ;'.1easure full petrol 

barrels wer'e o.lso located on tlle aerod1--ome covered by 

machine gun fir•e so that tlley c ould be i gnited on t :i."ans-­

port air c raft l anding. 

25. Protective p ens were constrt1.c t.ed at both 

EKtAlCLIOlT o.nd : .·,:\L=::i.:E . .\. t I~:;~~;\.:CLIOi: la:cge stone built 

uens existed to house 3 to l.J. aj_rcraft and t 11e sc ~--rn re 

sub - divided to h old 2 a.j_ rcraft. ':i.'riangular peDs were 

built on t h e aerodrome adjoining the I7lain runway, with 

petro l "ba rrels. The tota l nun"ber of pens available '""'' 

9 . At 1-•:iu..i:C~.;:E pens we re made l:ly excavating i n to the 

shallor; hill ledge m1 the Sout h side of t he aerodrome. 

Tlle height of t:1e walls of t he pen Yms il'1creased by 

using pe trol -uarrels filled r1i t"i1 earth. L~ such pens 

r✓ere available a.nd 6 ,;10rc nere under var:t ing staces of 

construction . DuildinG of t ile :pens toolc L~ - 6 clays 

./cont'd. 



wi t l1 s horto.ge of l abour and i n terrup tion of worlc by air 

r aids . ::uch tiiile uas lost ui t h lacl;: of' spades and t oo ls 

to cut t h e t ops off pe t rol ·ba:.:.•rels. 
P ens were loca t ed m1der cover· of a c o:1centration 

of Bofors guns; at i'Ju.,Ei '.E in particnlur an ap:)1"'oach from. 

t he seu nas f orced on the eneny , as u l1e i'1 e;.1euy ai rcra:i..' t 

raade a l ow attaclc f rom the Sou tr1 over t he h ills t l:.cy had 

very li ttlc tiue to l ocat e tlfo pens a11c1 f r o,'1 t ~1e .J.i.1gl e of 

ap;_n•oa ch the pen s r.1acle a ver;,r poor t a r ~_;et . 

Aircraft f ro:,). :~:;: :.ii.ELIO~.-; we:ee ;.1oved each ;1i.(f1t at 

duslc to P.ETI: :o, i>etur ;_1 ing to =::;::;n.:uCT,IOlT e .J.rly the f ollowi 1113 

r,1orni11g. 

26. Petrol and ar::r:mn :L tion was built i r1to selcted 

pens Oi1 the aeroclr oues whic h uere a vaila:)le for refuelling 

and rear: 1i ne; ai :;_ ... c ·_. ··.ft. At TIETI EO no p r•otcc t ive pens were 

avaj_lal)le but a l)ath was co:1struc t ed f1"'0,.1 tl~.e la11c7-ing 

grouild a r ea lea ding to a ~10.ll olive grove ~1ich provided 

cover• for a sr.1al l i.rn.:. .1b er of airc r aft. Petr o l and ar t :lm-

ition vere stored near thi s point. I n a l l c ases at 

aer•odromes r efuelling pens wer e u arlcec1 \Ji th a reel flag ; 

p ilo ts of all ui1 i ts i7erc rm1°ned of the detai led l ocatio,1 of 

t hese pens a.;.1d t:rnrefore cou l d cet off ~.:1e landine; a:..·ca 

\·Ji t ~1 a ,·.1i11LTL1i·.1 of de l ay to p r otective covering. 

27. A ground signal was cstal)lished a t o. pror.1i:-,ent 

poin t on all aerodi-•or,1es i ndicating the serviceabilit:-,- of 

t he n.erodroi7le . '.~:.1e si01al consisted of 2 boards ap"{;l"'OX-

L ra t e ly 1 5 feet long by 2 feet uide . If these b oar~s 

were i n paral lel the aerod1°one was f it for use but if 

cro ssed. at an angle of 90 desrces t h i s sj_gnifi c d 11 00 

HOT LAHD11 and a ircraft ,.,,ere then to p r oceed to either of 

t he other aerodrrn,cs to refu0l and r ear;.~. '.l'he posi tion 

o-;: thi s e roun d sig11al at eacll of the 3 ac rodroi·1es was 

circulated to all p ilots . 

28.. R/ T co;·-rr.nu1 i cat j_on war: develo11cd at G. 0 . R. CA1:EA 

ai.1cl Operations Room EEI:!(KLIOU !6:or tllc con t1,ol of tl1e 

fi c;htcr a ircraft . .A.11 addi ticmal benef'i t f1"0;:i1 this ·was 

t hat pil o t s could be i :.1i'orr:1ed i 11 t;:1e air of the sta ·~e of 

service~Jil ity of all acrodr o;Jes if a ny sur~ri oe c~tacks 

developed. 

29. 'l'ho A. A. s treneth at ; :A.LEI.a::: a:i.1d : _En.AKLIOl,T was 

built up to 10 ~so:i:'ors ~uris , rlit~1 one 311 gun section at 

u u.~EE and tr,o 311 gun sections at l:E:~JL::LIOH. Al terna ti ve 

si tes for Dofors .md 1,1achi11e cuns were establi shed aro1.md 

the aerodr or:1e , each site being p rotected Hi t ll sai1dbae;s and 

cauouflaged; and sli t t r enches v,ere avuila1J l e i 'or gun 

crews. • In addi t:i.on up to l.J.O nachine gun s pr ovided b~,r 

the Ar rs1y o.nd R. A. l·' · were available a t or 21ear the acr o -

dror,1es . A propo1•tion of the ILA. I1 . r;mc:1ine guns we r e to 

be r etained 1.1;.1disclosed i j_"1 buildings overlooldng the 

aerodromes dlu"' j_nc any preliriinar y attaclr. Ho A.A. c uns 

·we re l ocated at R:::i:TL :O and A. ,\. . defence , .. ias lL•1ite17_ to 

r.1achine cun s p rovided. b y t'lie land ga rrison. 

Dy t i1e 1 Gt ::.1 l .ay t,m 111 11 t anlcs l1ad been eatabli­

ohed near each acrodr·or:ie a s an acl.di tonal for 1:1 of defence . 

30. Defen c e plans nere prepar ed for all R. A. I:' . 

units in CEET:G and a greed between the loca l R.A.I'. a:i.1d 

Arriry Cor.1.1a:;.1drcs. i~. i : . ::::: . S . stations were p rovided with 

\
'\ a lJarbed wire s u1--round. All Off icers Cor:nanding Units 

were Ha r ned of the p ossibility of a irborne invasion • 

• /con t'd. 
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31. A str•on.g liaison wa s built up by fx•equent vi s its 

bet ween Operations Hoom controllers, fighter sq_uadl"o:n.s 

perso:onel, and OfLicers Commanding A. M .• E. s. sta tions n i t h 

the ob ject of establishing mutua l confidence m1d t he whole 

was a very good worki ng organizat i on . Co-oueration was 

developed also b e tv,een both Oper a tions Ccnt1.,es and plots 

of· aircr aft were interchanged between Centres. 

32. H. ¼. , R.A. F . 5 CRZTE was moved from the town o~ 

CANEA to a semi-pl"otected site on the hiJ.1.a.i-de. on the 

East side of the tovm and aloneside Army Headc1ua rters. 

A t ented c.llnp under- cover of olive groves was erected 

for :per-sonnel. 

33, Slit treI1clle s and protected constructions were 

available on a large scale at all R.A.F. units to accomm­

odate :personnel. 

pierny oneration s 

3L~. Fr om the beginn i ng of' May until the 13th. May the 

enemy air f orce c oncent!'a t ed on the atto.clc of our sh ippine 

to and fpom CRETE and while a t SUDA BAY. 
Fr•ora 13th May onvmrds t he enemy increased the 

eeope and scale of attacks t o include our aerodromes at 

Mf~EME and IIERAKLION. At t he outse t only spasmodic 

bombin[; and occas iona l lC'w flying attacks were undertake11 

against tl1ese objectives but t hese g r ew in intensity and 

frequency. In a ll a tta clrn the enemy had a ver y g r eat 

numeri ca l superiority v1hich included a preponderanc e of 

fighter airer-aft ei thcr carrying out lovr flying .attack or 

:p1"oviding a heavy escort fo r the bomber s ar~d div e bombers . 

In all cases , except on appr•oach f rom the South, we lmd 

some warning o f the approach of enemy a ircraft. 

As a result o i.' these enemy attacks our a ir f orces 

were gr•aduo.lly being eliminated despite being :ee in:forced by 

10 Hurrloanes over the period. Ho~ever toll of~ .a:,.arny 

vras talrnn etnd 23 enemy a 1rox>.a:et had. 'been shot dovm 

confirmed, 9 uncon!':trmad .and a further 4~ a,.runa.ged.. The 

heroic performanc e of' the small nmu.ber of' fighter airci-•aft 

in CRTI:rl'E i s beyond pr:J.i se . For s ome days p ilots gave 

b attl e on ever y occasion at very e reat odn.s and would have 

continued to do s o cheel"fully but it. Vias realised tl:.a t, 

t o continue, was a wast e of men and ma t e rial. A priority 

of ntto.cl( of enemy 2ci :ecraf t was l a i d dorm but this p roved 

impracticabl e as ener.1y fighter aircraft vrel"e n.l ways in 

f orce t o p rotec t their 001i1ber formations and en.gage our 

:Cie;hters. Tovmr•ds the end of this phase of enemy air 

a ttaclcs on a e i"'odromes our fi~hter aircraft were therefore 

employed to den~~ the enemy air r e conna i sGru1ce and to 

undertake reconnaissanc e sorti e s .; investigat ion o:f 

inte llie;ence r e:ports such a s aerodrome c o:1.structi on on 

the i sl::rna. of MZ:LOS, repol'ted concentration c;if enemy t a:,.'}l;:s 

in t he MO:i:f.Ci.fl/ASI A ure a ·were exnrnpl es of t aslrn c arried out. 

35. By Mn.~r 19th our a ir forces were r e duced to 3 

I l Hl.rricane s G..J.'1d 3 Gl adiators serviceable at IIERllJ.U.ION for 

operations; t he Hurrico.nos llad arrived f1"om I:GYPT 2 da:,.-s 

previous ly; 1 Hurr icane only r emained at W1.ALEME. No. 30 

Squ.adron Bl enheims were moved to EGYPI' as theJr become 

uneerviceab.le fo r operations c onm1encine May 7 th. and were 

finally all moved by L'Iay 15th. ao convoy duty had then dim­

inished a:i1d the 3 l enheim a ircraft wer e of n o va lue agaj_ns t 

/cont' d. 
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enemy fichters. At thi s tir:1e the ener,iy were a t t ac lcinc; 

aerodr•omes wi tl1 larJ e 111.1,aber s of f ii:f1ter aircl"'aft and it 

was c l ear t lla t if o,1r a irci->aft rei:1ained the~r nould either 

b e shot dovm bJ sheer wei 0l1t of m 1r.1iJe r s ol"' l:mrnt up 0 11 t he 

ground. Ho l a1':::;e Reale ::':' i c;hter :.: r ei:'lfoi-•cements were n.vail-

ab l e f rom :CGYPT. 
In conse CJ_uence it Yms decided, i n a .::;r cern:)nt with 

the G.O.C.-in-C. to fly the remaining serviceable a ircraf t 

b a c l~ to EGYPT a t i'irst li0llt on May 19th u11til t l1ese a tta clcs 

l es :::;ened. 'l'he i n tention rias t o return these aircraf t to 

a e r od r on es in CI::CTIJ at a later stage arid i n c1"eater m.1nl)ers . 

iTa i n te~ancc personnel uerc retaine d at aerodrome s to r e ceive 

aircraft on their r c tu1"'11 from EG''IPT. 

36. ·Th e en eu y a t tacks on ae r od:i.~or:1es i nclud e d a l s o t he 

neutralization of our A. A . defences around the a c r•od:i.'01.1es. 

T ] !C con tinuoun daily 'bombing and low str o.:C:C'in a had t h e very 

g r eatest effect in W8a r yin J t lle gun crews and l or:erinCT their 

r,1o r ale. 

R.A. F . 01)erati01u 

37. DurinCT the c stal) l i shr:1cnt ol cnen y air concen t r·a tions 

in GTI:CBCE f or the cru:1pui .Q.1 c..c~ainst CRE'l'E attacks on Gr eek 

a e r o dromes we :i.-·G i,mde nigh t ly b y \-ie llin c ton air craft operatin g 

from EGYPT; and i n one case by Dca1.,1i'i ghters r1:·:ich we re 

transferred fror11 i.IAL'l.'A to ;~:C:21\l';::LIOF on the 16th l.'Iay rc turnin[5 

direct to 1-.Af ... .'TA 0;1 coEplction of the attacl;;: on the 17t i.1 :~ny . 

Detai ls of a t tacks a r c :-

2 V/ellin2:tons a t taclccd HASS.A.HI aerodrome. 

2 Yiellii:1g t on s attacked ~.IEHIDI aerodr ome. 

Nigh t 1L~/1 5 Ea~r, 

6 \7ellin gtons at ta~Q. IIh.SSi-\1-TI !illHIPJ: and iFrC-OAJlA. 

aerofu"omes. 

L i ght 16/17 1-.!ay. 

16 Y/c llingtons a t t acked UEHIDI ARGOS and I:'.iOLADI 

aero clrome s . 
2 {iellingtons attaclced E.ARITZA ac:rodrome REODES.. 

Earning 17th Fay . 

8 Deaufigh ter s attacked concentrations of etircraft 

at i' iOLAOI iL.l.GOS m1d IiASSi\HI aerodro!!les. 

1 V'/ellinp;ton a tta.cl~ed CAL/,.TO aerodrome (RHODBS ) 

iT ight 18/19 i.'Ia~r. 

3 Wellington s at t acke d a ASSAITI and EL:CUSIS aer ocL 'oi:ies. 

An accurate assessmen t of damac;c c a used 011 these 

raids cannot b e made but it is certain that conside1"able 

material clama ge to enemy aircraft was inflicted • 

• /cont ' d. 
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PA.R'l' L~ - Airborne at tack on CRETE 
==========~==================-=-= 

38. On the 20th :day the attack on CRETE comnenccd 
and the narrative of events is given below. 

N.lillRAfilIVE OF EVEET~. 

20th May. 

39. !:IALEi:E aerodrome was very heavily bombed [111d 
machine gunned from approximately 07.00 hours. Shortly 

\I af'ter 08.00 hours some 50 ( ap::_::i roximately) glideIOs began 
to land i n the n - :;_ ghbourhood, mainly in th.e wadi on the 
1.ifestern side of t h e aerodrome. At 08.15 hours ria rachu-
tists l anded on the \°Jestern fringe of the aerodrome and 
East and '.Jest of the aerodrome , also 'Jest and South-vwst 

\, of CA.1TCA, on tlle AKR .• TIRI Peninsular (Horth-cast of c11.: ::sA) 

I
I I 

and in the SUDA DAY area. Six gliders were lancled on 
the AKROrl'IRI Peninsular and three in the vie ini ty of SUDA 
BAY and CAffC.A. 

A high p ropo:;.--tior1 of the parachutists lanr1il1G 
East of l\'i.ALELIE aerodrome were t:illed while the parties 
near CA.HEA v,erc also rapj_dly nopped up; some snipers 
however r emained on the AKROTIRI Peninsular near Ecad­
q_uarters. 

A small nlwfuer of JU~52 aircraft crash landed 
on the beach ndj oj_nine the aerodrome o:n the liforth side 
and on the a erodrome j_tsclf. 

The Gej_1eral IIospi tal near C.1\JIBA was captured 
at 1 0. 30 hours but rn:rn retaken later i n the morning. 
( A report by m1 R .A.P. patient is eiven at Enclosure 0 B11

) . 

Low flying waclline zu.n and cannon attaclcs 1acre 
caI•ried out by t1.1e enemy on a heavy o.nd sustained sea.le 
ove r the CAl:~A - i.:A.LEEI\ areas particularly Vlhere there 
were no enemy troops. 

Enemy r•econnaissance air~raf't were most active 
throughout the dci.y particularly over areas where parachu­
tists had been l anded. 

Further parachutists landed West of !-JiALELIE 
aerodrome in late a f t ernoon. 

CA!'.r:;::;A tovm was heavily bombed. 
In the even ing our land forces near the aerodrome 

·were forced to r .-,troat to positions ap~1roxirnately 2 miles 
to the :8ast. 

Heavy air atta.clts on IL"TIRAICLIOH and light scale 
attack on RETI? :O cluring the a:fternoon and norning resp cct­
i vcly followed b y pa r a chute landings at 1600 hours 
appr•oximo.tely at I?.ETD:iO and 1 84 5 hours at IIERA.KLIOH. 
Parachute ti--003.;1 s l anded in t'he IIEnAKLIOH area East and 
nest of t he aerodronc and also West of the town. 1~-c 
ne i tlier aerodi--or,1e d id the ene1;1y have any substantial succe~C' 
though parachute troO})S establi shed themselves to the East 
of Rl~Tnm landi n c; gr o'Jnd. f',_ t both places enemy casua lties 
in p o.rachu.te troops were heavy. 

It is estir.1atecl that during the first day the 
followinc; nw-.1bers of :pa rachute and glider borne troor, s were 
landed:-

CA1.:rEA 
iiALEME 
RETDiiO 
IIERAKLIOH 

./cm1t'a. •. 

1,800 
1,700 
1 ?700 
2,000 

,.. 
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40. P rom 07.00 hours ·widesp read bor,11:>ing attack.s toot: 
:place in the I :ALEL'[s - CAl~I.:A area. 

Con tinuo1.1.s enci·.1y air reconnaisoance over tlle a1"'0a. 

Ii''l.11~t1:.er 11a r a chutc troops la:r1ded We nt of l:i'J.JELJE 

a e rodror.1c arid Sou th ~-i oGt of CA.i.T~A about 09. 00 1101-1 .. rs and. 

were i'urt~ier rci:.1for ccd l o. t cr in the morning. 
At mi dclay troop. t:.."'ansr,ort a ircraft corir, :e11ccd to f 

l and on t l1c ·,:.rest side of i J\LEI-~ aerodrome and scb:me of the 
l1eacJ.1es. 'l'1.1r oug1lout the afternoon and eve:.1in~ an i ~icrca-
sing :..1ur,1bc1.' landed [tnd tool:.: off f rom the. West sic1..e o -:..' the 
aerodrome. 

A fur ther ')atch of J::iara chu.te troops landed at 
f 1 G.oo hours Enst of t l1e aer•odrome near new ZealaJ1d batta:1..ions 

--and were CJ.l1j_c lcl y rHopr,ed up . 
A su st~i~~d scale of l ow flyinc attack using 

machine cuns ancl ce.~ .. 1011 [:,1"\..ms ::,n d li:.:;ht bor,iiJs vias :,1aintained 
th:eonghout tlle day over the a1~ca of fi:'.f:.tiEg. Bori'0 i nc rms 
con tinl1..ous in t lle i :Ju.,~:nrr: area. 

OA:.':':i'.:.;A tovm h eavi :; .. ~r bom7, cd. 
During tlle : !O r i1 i ne; cneray air reco~1nai ssa~1ce \-/as 

acti ve ove r the ::'.BTI.AYJ..JIOJ:i a .v,~a x.1d was a cconpari ied 'by 

\dde s-Qre ,:;,d bonbi:i:1es aI1c1 .. i Jac11i::ie c;u:c1 a 'i.;t acl:s n ainly directed 
a cainst a e r odrome defences. 

'l'he enemy p a.1·aclmtists wrd.ch hnd landed the 
previous cve,.i1in~ attacl:ed }fERAELIOri towI1; the attack vms 

repulsed chiefly b ~r t l1e Greeks who inflicted :teaV-J cnm .. altics .. 
In tlic eve;1in({ :further parachutG troops and 

\ 
1:1a terial 11ere dro!:;::1ed :.tt points whe1·e the cne1;1y llo.d o stab­
lished 1l e:C'e11sive posi tic · s i ncluding one :position near t he 
road from I-tsl:.J:.J::.LIOI:" to SEDA . 

At RBTII 1.0 a successful coun te1· attaclc -oy Gm:::I:ICS 
and AUS'._1:U\LIPJ·:s :'orcecl the ei1e1;1y to retire so;,1e clist ance 
from t ~1e a e r odrome. 

'I'he l:avy i ntcr·cep ted an o.t ter:rpt a t sea 1Joi-•ne 

invasio::i ti-:.at ni t:i.1t. 

r::~ 22nd. 

41. An a tteiil!?t b~,r oui:l li:ind f orces to recaptu.re :.·li.LEL::B 
aerodron c L1- tb.e c~-:.rly l1ourn of the norning v1as onl~r 1,artly 
successful 8.nd eve:1tually t l1ey were forced. to retreat :Cr on 
t he aerodrome 3.S o. r esult of i ntensive enemy air action •. 

'1'roop c n.rr~ .. e rs c o:;.1ti nu.ec1 t o land o. t r:ALEJI;J aero­
drome in a coi.1tim~ous stream t h rot1ghout t he day. · 

At IiBRA.I;J,ION a :C'urtller larce nu;·;1bcr oi' parachute 
troo1)s lm1ded Eaot f t h e aerodrome and rlest of the town 
but nm1c succeeded in l n:.10..inCT 0~1 tr1c aerodroi·.ie i tsclf. 

At 11:STii.'.O a m-;ia.11 ener:1y :pa1"'ty au t l"Oad co1:,;·,m..J.1i-
ca tio1'l • Y!i t h CAF:CA by establi slling itself i n str-ong 1,osi tion 
across the r oad on tl1e ·.!'est s ide of the aerodrome. 

:;.JJ1err.y nir ac ti vi ty rms nide s31read i :;,1 t lle I IA.LEI:D~ 

and I-:~::AELIOH area. '. ; t l1r cyL; .. c;hout the day. Dive 1)mi1bi: ,s of 
our troo}) G and ac.1vo.1·1ced :,osj_tiono p r edo"11inated as a forr.1 of 
at t ack. 

'I"l.!c Havy i ntercq , ted a. furtl,er atter.1pt at sea 
borne i nvasion t ~tat nie;ht. 

f!-2. As a result of the c o·L1.nter- attacl;: on the aerodr or.1e 
the day previously , a ga~ had been left between brigades i n 

./con t'd. 
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tl~is area. <:•i.-ie ener:1y adva::1ced into t:·1is Ga}? a n d furthel" 
rctrca t to t:1c :Cast Y/Q3 n ece sso.ry. 

?nrther tr'oop c arryi:1c; uircrc.1ft ·la:1ded t; 1.r m:i.Gh ­
ou t the d'."l:/ at :•J\.L:JI iE . 

Furtl1er rcL 1forcer1c11ts ,vere lai.1ded at :~:c:·w -:LIOH 
and by the o.fternoon r.iorta 1~ and ;·.1ac:1inc cun fire was 
~Jroncfit to bear o:n. tl1.c acroo.ro; :e .J.nd c~·lJ.) • 

Heavy 1)m;1l):Lncs o.t tacl-: o;:1 ,.f.SIU\ICLIOlT aerodrome a;.1d 

tovm. 
At 1mTL.;o a;.1 u.11su.ccesr::f'ul attet.1:p t was ;.-aade to 

clear the en01:zy ou t of stronc points in t he vicinity of 
the aerodrome. 

The scale of ene;·,1y air at tack s ho·wed no decrease . 
Dive bbrnhing r,as nau c~:m.fi:i.-iecl ,•.10.i:aly to c lose SU:[?port of 
enemy land ~orces . 

43. ~.:eavy c.ir attacl;:s on our positions i n t he 
~.ALEhiE sector and 0::1 CAff".SA town. 1-Icavier bombs were 
used n.c3aL1st the po nj_ tion□ of our l 0.-11d ::::'oroes. 

The cnerv bec;c:.n to advance c.lo~1g the coast 
towardc CA;:::ZA and m.1.r r iGht f'la21k: wns :1co.vily p r essed. 

:,To major cllat1.'.3e in ·cllc Gi tuation ei tl1er at • 
~:~:c:::I.AELIO:·; or J1Y:TI: :o . .. ::-::~.: .. i'.lliliIO~·: aerodr-oine re·,,orted un-
tenable a.s a :;:·esult of cncr,1y :.--1ac£1ine ~1 and r.1ortaI' fire. 

41.!-. 'l' J.1e eneny c oi1ti:-:ucd his aclva;1ce tormrds CAF}:::.A, 
the ac1va::ce 1Je~.~1c acco;·:rpaniccl by a h eavy scale of' di vc 
b o;;ibing o.nd lcr1 :fl~,-i nc; att::i.cl:::s . CA!T'EA town a e;ain heavily 
bo1.'1bcd. 

Ho chance i1i -:;l-:c si t uation o.t :: ·:E~U\.KLIO?r or 

RETIFO. 

~5. SevePe fi c;1~t ine c on tinued all du:,.- i n t he area 
l)etween CN,1~A :::mrl : •.£..::::::~:~ . 

Genera l situation deteriorating. 
Enen::,T n. i:c• ac tivity showed no relaxation of 

effort. 
No change i n t he s i t ua tioi1 at iIEhAlG:.:IOlT or 

RETI~,;o. 

May 27th. 

y.6. Our land forces took up positions near CA.i:IBA. 
1i'i1c si tu.ation now s :ioncd c r ave deteri oration; 

preparat ions bcin~ Dadd fo r evacuation. • 
. A proportion of ener.1y u.ir activity now tra.7s-

ferred to o a ck areas :;:;:ast of SUDA DAY. i<ovc!·.1c ::c:t m, r oads 
was yarticul,:n~ly h arassed; vill ac;cs on the roads towards 
RETP'.0 and SP.:\JI::IA "bor.1bcd. !.:eavy "bornbi:1,'.:; atta cl : on 

EER/.>JU,IOH to,:m . ~:"o chance i n mili taI'y situation at 
RETI ::o or ;G::i1.AKLIOE. 

1)7-. Arrn:r l'ic;llt i nc r car-cu.ard actio:.1 in SUDA BAY a r ea. 
Znemy a ir ac t i vi ty i n rear ::l.rcas . SPAIIKIA l)ombed. 

/co .... J. I d 
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Enemy fighter patrols hai"assing road r.1ov,:;ff.1ont towa~ds 
SPAl~KIA. Enemy re-0on~,ais.sal1.Ce a irc.raft ri--eque~'ltly 
over EPAfC.~IA ar•ea. 

I-iERAIIT,IOlT garr ison evucnated niGllt 23/29 :; :ay. 

l I
11urther -parachute l and j_r.gs in the .: :ERAKLIOH area on the 
evenin11 of t he 23th Fay and ene:·;1y now had s t rong forc0s 
established on t h e East si.de of the aevodJ. ... Or!1e 1 o.lso o:n t he 
road leading to the South of the i sland and to the Wes-t .o:f 
t he t ovm. Fitr o;:-i e 2.ttaclc p:coi)able on 29th Viay. 

Si tua tio:-: a. t. RETil·ill uao.ha11g ed., 

r~qJL,. .rJth •. 

,(}. iin eny land forces r.1ovin~ slowly · along 8IDA-
8PAIL IA roacl. SPA ~iCIA dive bon"bed duril'1c; evening. 

r;nGr:1y o.i r 11?ccm1nai sso.:nce over back areas. 
Convoy with • ~ RAi.CLIOJ: car1°i son di'lle bo~11)ed 

t hrou[(ho-.J. t day. 
P i :t,Cll reargu_arcl :position detei-•r:iined. 
Evacu_a tj_o11 co;;. 1e·;.1ced. 

~.1a_y _jO.th -'= ,3.1 s..i.. and Jun§.. 1Jli.• 

~9. ~v:::wuation c o:~ti:n1.ed. durinc 
serious L 1 tcr-dcr·cncc :i:'ron tl1c e ner:i.y. 
at taclc i n 1)o_c1·~ ;_tl' eaG recluced. 

t hese n ic;:1ts wi tllout 
Enc~~, scale of a ir 

'l'wo f~u:1dc:::lcrncl o.ircraft were empl oyed 0,1 t h e 
;1i g!.1ts of 30/31 : ::ay and 31 st I.Iay/1 st Jt1.nc to assist evac­
uation. 

Reports by R. A. F. officers on the attack on 
rvr.AJ_,JLME a..nd HI:RA.KLION a:ee g i ve:n at E...nclosures 'C 1 , 'D', 
'E' and ' F '. 
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R.A,P.. Operatim1 s duri:.1g the .. att9c l~ ..911 CRETE. 

50. Aircraft op e r ating fron bases i n EGYPT which 
h ad been bombines enemy aerodrdmes in Southern GREECE and 
the DODECA:r.i·;..;m~ regularly since !..'iay 13th, con tilmcd t 1'.oir 
atta cks after tlle j_nvasion star•ted. 

On tri.c n j.c;h t of •• :ay 20/21 TOPOLI A, LENIDI, 
ELEUSIS and EOLA[3J/ nere bomlJed. Several fires and ex-
plosions were caused a.rid at IJi,EUSIG boijtbs fell auong 
dis-c>ersed ai rcro.ft . 'I'h0 first attaclc on UALEI,D~ aer odro;i1e 
after t}.1.c invas io: . started \7as p lan:1ed for the niGht of 
Lia y 22/23 but aircj_~o.f t of the South African Air I:'orce 
vrnre m1a1)le to talrn off owinc; to bad weat\1.e r coDdi tionG 
in the Western Desert. ~L1hc se conditions persisted for 
2 days . 
51 • On tlle morning of :Iay 23:i.."'d t r;o flights of 6 
Hurrj_canes each were despatched to C2ETE with orders to 
l and at II:C:R.t-J:-~IOF . Unf ortunately t he first fli c;h t -.:as 
shot up lJy a F ava.l barras e on r oute. Two of the:.1 wer·e 
shot down, 3 rotur11ed to t heir base, 1 la;.1dcd at dEi<.AKLIO::·T. • 
Of t he second. flight four Here rendered unserviceable 
owing to damacecJ_ tail wheels on ar1"ival and were retu1'ned 
to EGl'PT the f ollowj_ng morning; of the re::.1ainde1' one was 
sh ot up and burnt out on the ~;ri 1.-1.:nd l)y enem;:.r a i1"craft on 
ti1e folloy1j_:12: uornine. 

, . The first actu a ~ o.J;tq_Qk -v1as ma.de on I·~ay ~3~2:.-
b~, 12 3lenheirns whic ~-1 1Jor,11Jcd ene;;zy posi tj_ons ii1 the a:-:'ter-
noo:n. An attclc w:ts rnJ.dG 1)Y ~, lonheir,1s and r~aryl.:n1ds i n 
t he even ing . T;1cse "bonl'ocd m1d HJ.ch ine aurmed al)OU t 130 
JU. 52' s. Ten of t l:cGe ·wer e seen to be destroyed ,r1d. u any 
o tllers d.amac;ed. 

52'. The next l1i g~1t ( 24th) 3 Wellingtons boml)ed 
~•IALEIIE aeroclrone. Large persisten t fires were started 
and five o t}w1' fires were seen on t he beach. Duri:'.'-:; the 
day 5 :Iurricanes at t a c lccd enemy :pos itions in :IK-~C..ION 
area. At dawn on nay 25th Hurricanes and fighter Dlen­
h eirns we1"e dcsp a tcl' ed to :.J\LEL:E but failed to find their 
obje c t ive as a r e si..;_lt of lou cloud and very heavy raist. 
Later i n the n r oni ng Iia r yl ands and IIu1,ric ancs succ eeded 
i n finding their -c. :::.r get and lJombed and l;1acl1i 11e gu.i---iDocl 
aircraft on the a e rodrome. About 2L~ JU. 52 ' s and fighters 
were destroyed. I:i.1 t11c afternoon 2 Dle:;:1heims bombed 
aircraft on tlle z round and sticlcs were seen to f all a;;iong 
t hem. ~:'hat n i cht I'iALEi'.ill v1as a.gain bombed, this time 7:) y 
four HellLi.gtons ·ahic::1 also attaclrnd the bcaclics n ear the 
aerodrome • . 

53• On i;ay 26th 6 IIurricanes attaclced i i.ALEI:C, 5 
JU. 52' s o.re k:.10,·m to hav e been destroyed. Several o ther 
aircraft were p r obably shot down. I n t h i s attnck E1<<:.~1y 
JU. 52; s v1ere damaged on the ground l)y no.chine gun f i:i.·c. 
At dusk Blenheiras and £.Ja r ylru1ds set fire to other JU. 52 ' s • 
on LlALEiIE a e rodrorn.e. That night a fur·ther raid was ,!lade, 
F ive aircraft arc believed to have b e en destroyed. 
Explosions on t he l)cao.hes v1cre heard Yvhich wore follor,red 
by fires. 

54. On tlle nicht of L:a:,r 27th Blenheims a nd Hurricanes 
shot down thro e JU. 88 1 s over the sea and at dusl~ fl1-I1 t her 
Dlenhoii!ls attacked I J-u,l~;.·s aor odror.1e and destro yed sever al 
of the 1 00 aircI•aft ( ap;Jr oxi rna te ly) which wer e seen on the 
1.=fl''Ou.nd. 

./cont'd. 
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That night Wellingtons detailed to attack troop 
concentrations fo.iled to find their target and bo1i11Jed 
ItA.LEll.'.!E aerodrome i n s tead. Seven fires were starte:d, one 
causii1e four explosions. • SCARPAHTO was , . also attnclced 
tl1at night and a0ain on the follo'Wil1l.3 night ( 213th) with 
8 Welling tons takinc part. A fire was followed by a 
violent ex~losion. 

55. Six \Jelli:-1gtons attaclrnd SCARPAi.TTO on t ·:1e 11iEl1t 
of r,1ay 29/30 . Two other's a t-:jaclced ti.ALEIIB: aerodl'ome m1d 

• a furtl1er two bor.1l)ed CATAVI A (RIIODES) • Eo results iaere 
seen 'in .any cir . t:1.e ae throe J."aic.z • 

56. 'l'be n c .:t nic,;ht (30/31 Eay) 10 -V/ellingtons bombed 
'ia.LE~ 'iT:; and ~:EJ.{A.KLIO:i.1 . At L:ALEI-lE 3 m1.identif'ied ai1"craft 
were burnt out and t v1O fires f'ollowea. by explosions VJe l"O 
start ed. At l~f~~:~AELIOIT l ar·c;e fires were sta:b ted Oi l the 
aerodro:·.1c followed by exp losions m1d six J1J.52's \·1ero 
damaged on the [~rot121d. 

57. Fighter patrols were maintained over H. 11, f:3hip s 
movong to and f'rorn C:RE'l1E. 'I'hcso wei-·e continued t ~:c n ext 
da y. 5 JD. 88 's, 1 IIe.110, 2 Cant 1007 and 1 s.79 uere 
shot dovm crnd 3 JU. 88 ' s were rJ.ana ged. 

58. HE:J..AKLIOI-T YJaS a:;nin "'oor:1bed on tl];e night of 
nay 31/June 1. 0::.1c large fire nas sta:.. ... tcd but t ~:i.is p1,e-
v e11 ted :furt~1er r esul ts l)eii1g o·bserved. . 5 Wcllinctons 
bor,lbcd l:Jtl.,:CH=-: where they de s troyed L~ aircraft :md p rob ably 
5 others and started 4 fires. 

59. I n a c'tdi tion to these offensive operations medical 
suppl ies and food were dropped at :i.~:SRAKLI OH and RSTI JIO on 
t he nigll t of Fa~r 23rd. Unfortunately t h ose at RCTEiO 
dPOppcd into the sea but :fu:;..,ther supplies were l anded 
safely Oll. t.he nic;ht of :-:ay 24/25.. Supplies were a lso· cb."10-
p:pell on I :ay 315't :f-0r troo-p.s a,yaj..t.iu.g e ,·.foa,"1( at.:lol1 .at 
SPJ\J.G~IA. 
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EVACUATION OF CB&~ 

MALEME AREA 

60. vn1en R.A.F. personnel from Noa. 30 and 33 squadrons 
and No. 252 A.M.E.S. aPrived at H,Q., R.A.F., CRETE on May 
23rd. from the fighting zone around· MALEME they \if ere in an 
exhausted and pitiable conditj,on. l'hey had bee11 through the 
heaviest fighting and borne a share o~ the 'brunt of the 
parachute and glider attack on the aerodrome and had lost all 
value as fighting t.Poops. In cm1sequence, O.C., R. A.F., 
CR:CTE decided on May 2l.j.th. to move these personn.el, • togethei-• 
with the R. A. F. Headquarters personnel not requj.red, from 
CANEA to a camp site near VAMOS (12 miles East of SUDA BAY) 
and away from the :fighting area . The pa1--ty was approximately 
230 strong of all r anks. R. A.F. operational headquar-ters, 
including o.c., R.A.F., CRETE, Signals and CY:Pher persoru1el, 
remained with Army Headquarters. 

61. The perso1n1el of No. 805 (F.A.A.) s~uadron at 
MALEME had filtered back to CAJ:Y:CA a t the sari1e time as t he 
R. A. F. personnel. These reported to the Naval Officer i/c 
SUDA BAY and were subsequently evacuated 'by shi;P from SUDA 
Bl'.Y later. 

62. On May 26th. the Army front Vlest o:r Ci1.HEA, was 
brol{en. In discussion with the G, o. C~in-c. ~ it was determined I • 
by o.c., R. A. F., CRETE, tha t no offensive action was then 
possible as his t:r•oops ·were in no condition for such action. 
The military plan then was to hold a position near SUDA BAY. 
It was clear at this time that evacuation from the island was 
the only course of action open. This had oeen rep1 .. esented 
to G. H. Q., H. E. , oy the G, o. C-in-c., but no approval had been 
received. 

63. Anticipating this development, O.C., R~A.F. CRETE 
moved the R. A. F. persolli"1.el from the camp near VAMOS and the 
230 Squadron detachment from SUDA BAY to SPAIU{IA on the 
South coast, a probable port for evacuation, during the night 
of 26/27 May. Three days rations were taken for the party 
and a strong signals party accompnnied it. R.A.F, operational 
headq_uarters continued to remain with Army Headquarters. 
Headquarters R.A.F. M1 ddle East was notified by signal of this 
action and was also in:fo1.,med of the disposition of all R.A.F. 
personnel on the island a t this time. 

54. The party arrived at SPAHKIA on the morning of ~he 
27th. May and established themselves in caves near the beach 
and opened up signal s cor1mmnication with Headqt".flI'ters R. A. F. 
CRETE and Headq_narters R. A . I<\ Middle East and annm.mced their 
arrival. During t he day the party was joined by airmen of 
No. 252 A.M.:s.s. \7ho haL escaped southwa1--ds after the attack 
on M.ALEME. 

65. On the 23th. :Jay Army I-IeadCJ.ll_.arters and R,A~F. 
operational HeadquartcPs arrived a t SPAHKIA. Evacuation had 
then been ordered . 
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57. On the night of 30/31 May O.C: R. A. F. CRDTE togeti:ier with t he G.O.C-in-C. and Naval Officer i/c SUDA BAY and their r e spec'i:.i ve staff's v1ere evacuated to EGYPr by St1.nderland. It s hould be noted here t hat m."ra.71gement s at ii...BOUKI R 1'01" the reception of this party wer e excellent; hot food and b eds were avaj_lable f or the whole party in the Officers' l;ies ;3 . O.C. R.A. F. J.\.BOUKIR (Group Cap t ain CULL, D. S .O.) v1as t here in person to greet the e vacuated pa1"ty. 

I-IERliliLL:ION AREA 

68• At 0600 h ou :c· . on 28th. Ma:,r, 0.C. , R. A.P. H:TIAlCLEION was iilf ormed by t he loca l Army authorities of t he dec i sion to eva cti_ate that night. O.C. R. A. F . IIER.l\KLEION did not inform t he bullc of h is a irmen tmtil 21. 00 hours but offic ers vmre inforr,1ed during the day of t h i s decision. 

69. Owing to road cor,n,1t1;1ic a tion to the S0 uth of the island being blocked it was L1pos s ible to i nform the par t .,·• at MASSARA plain, which had been sent t here to open up a l a::.ding g round, of the decision to evacnate, and v1ireless c0Hir,1uni cat ion was not possibl e . O.C. R. !,.F .. I{rmAKL:SION appreciated t L:t the R. A .. F. personnel in the southern area o:f M.ASS;\RA Plain should be i n a position to g e t away f rom t he South coast. The numbers of per sonnel i nvolved v1ere alJ:) roximatel y 9 officers and 52 other ranks. 

70# On arriv a l a t ~\BOUKI R Group Capta in BEAMISH· was i nformed of the R. A. F. personnel on Ml'I.SSAR.A Plain and he r eported t he s ituation again to H. Q,. s R. A. F., M. E. and to the R.A. F . Lia ison Of fic e r with the local n ava l authorj_ties , but at tha t time nothi ng c 01..1.ld be done to achieve t he i r evacuation. It was lG1own tllo.t t h e R. !;.. F. part;y i n the 
MASSAR!.,_ Pla in were in t ouch v,ith the loca l army authoi->ities in t hat a rea. 

/ 

71. :R. A. I' . HZRAKLEION , including Ho . 220 A. M. :G. S . personnel, v1er-e embo.r l:ec1 on H. hi. S . ORION. The embarkation of t he l)ar•ty was l:nev ent f ul. Howev er, a t about 0700 hours on t he mori1ing o f 30th . May t he ship was at t acked b y dive bombers; t hese attacks were sustained throughout the da y until 1500 hours . Dt.:, :i.ng t his time three direct lli ts with, it i s believed, 1,000 lo bombs, we re registe1"ed on the ship and t he r esulting casual ties wer-e heavy, ma inly to .A.rmy p e rsonnel, but 2 R. A. F. personnel we i-•e lt illed, 11 vrere WOTu.'1.ded, and 11 are mi ssing and :preswaed 1':illed; many bodies on boar•d being blovm to pieces mal:ing i dentifica tion impossible . 

72. On the night of the 2nd./3rd June a small party of all Se rvices made a_r1 M. L. c. servic eable which had b een l eft on the beach nea 1" T-Yl·,IBAKI by t he Navy and evacuated approxima t ely 77 personnel o f all Services ; 9 R. A. I' . personne l were inclua.ed of which 3 were S . A. A. F., p art of the f lying c1"eW of a Maryland which crashed n e a l" TYHBAKI on 25th. May. 
About 20 miles from CRCTE an Italian submarine was encountered which took all o:ffice rs :prisoners, ihcluding 2 R. A. F . offic er s (No. 112 Squadron ) and 2 s. ,\ . A.F. officers ( No . 24 Squ ad.ran) . 
The survivors a rrived in EGYPI' on 5th. June and r eported' that approxir.1ate l y 1000 British personnel were in t he TYMB.AKI area; t he remaining R. A. F . personnel viere with them. As far as was lmovm n:> R. A. F . p e rsonnel h a d been injured by the int ensive day and night bombing and machine gun attaclcs ·which had been undertaken by the e r:i.em~r i n that a r ea. 

/cont ' d. 
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73. On e R . A. F . officer and 11 other r anks were loc r,ted 
at RETIMO. No corrnm.mication v1as possible with t his 
deta chment as the roads from GIJ.·:EA and E~Ri'JCLEION were ~Jlocked 
by the enemy. It is not known whether the decision to 
evacuate wa s received by the British troops in the RIJTH:O 
area. The R. A. F. personnel were tmder the gui dance of the 
local Army cori1mander in t hat area . 

. . . . . . . . . 
7Li.. The R.A.F. personnel situation f ollovring the 
evacua tion o f CRETE i s g iven in Part 8 of this i->e:po1"'t. 

PART 6. 

EHEMY AI R Tl'i.C'l'ICS 

Recormai s sance 

75. T11e enemy nw.:Lnta ined intensive air recon ... 1.a issai1ce 
over CR~TE during the period prior to t he att a clc and duri~ 
the a tta ck itself. 

Ylhile ou:c"' :·_· ·.g11ter oj_rcro.ft v1ere in op eratio;_1 t he 
majority vvere h i gh f::;_~•iiig sinr;l e soPties ( about 15-20, 000 ft) 
obviously taking :photogr aphs. From a cras:1ed a ircraft a 
most detailed photoc;raphic mosaic of the R2TIMO o.i--ea wa s 
found and it c an be assumed t hnt det ail e d photographs weI'e 
availaole of all relevant areas in C:E-GTE. 

It v1as qt1.j_ te normal for L1. or 5 recormaissance 
a ircraft to b e operating a t i ntervals ove r t l1e island dr-.:Lly. 
Dornier 17s and 215s were nor mally used. 

Dln"'h1g the a t tack v1hen our air f'o1•ces had b eei1 
neutralized continuous reconnaissanc e vra s carried out f rom 
a very low height and at a vel."'y lovr speed. Dornier aiI'cPuft 
vrere again er,1ployed m1d in a fev, c asef; Henschel 126 aircraft 
were seen. To assist r e connaissanc e a ircraft locatj_ng t heir 
ovm troops in this phase, wl1i te Vero~r l i ght signals we1"'e 
employed by ei1emy ground :forces and g1"'ound s tri2Js were a l sq 
used as e;round to a il" s i gnals. Large Na zi f l aes vrere also 
placed on t he ground o r on trees a t conspicuous positions to 
indicate positions of e; rou .. '1.d fo rces. Messac;es ,-rc ro not 

• fu>opped from the a ir or p iclrnd up f:com t11e c;Potmd. It i s 
most proba1Jle t hat R/T cor.11nt1::1ication was av~ l able i n a i:ccraft 
tmdertalcing close reconnaissa;1ce. 

Bombing and dive bombing 

76. Atta cl:;:s against aerodrome defenc es, shipp i ng 9 A. ii .. 
and coas t defence posit ions and. o.gainst our l and f'orces were 
mainly dive bombins attac}.cs . Some medium level bombiD.£.s was 
also employed agaili.s t a e :eod.Pome de:fences, s !ii pp i i1~ and A. A. 
positions a t 3UDA BAY, while low l e vel attaclrn v1ere used 
agai nst c1·0:::JA town, r· 'Jrodrome def'ei1ces at MALEI.iC, o.nd 
HERAKLEI OH, ar~d ou :e .·.:c·rny positions in the MALEME - C/--1.Y!ZA area. 

W}1ile our f:i.ghters rrere oper a tive e::.1emy boiiibing 
r a ids were practically a l ways escorted an d protected. The 
t actics were f'or a small forr:mtion of :fight ers to a ccompany 
the bombers and Pernain high above the objective during t h e 
atta ck 9 whi l e a f uPther independent fornrn.tion c ircl e d the 
am."odrome from vrh ich op posi t i0l1 could b e expecte d. Me 109s 
and 11 0s were employe d. 

/cont'd. 
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For the bor.fr)i TIG ntto.cJrn , t l:.e ..?;reatcP proportion of 
aircraft were JU. 37 , JU. 88 , Do .1 7 and Do. 215 , t:1.ough oor;ie 

He .11 1 we re seen at inte1"valo, JU . ,J8s l)rccloni:nated. Di v o 
bm,1oc1•s opera-cGd in loose forr,1at i ons of' 3 - "i 2 a.ire r aft; 
t he attack was s us t a i ned by ~nves of a ircraft operati~g in 
succession, smr..11 f orma tions up to a maxi nll.111 of 9 aiPcr;::'.:'t 
tmdertoolc mediur,1 l ev,~l o.nd. lmv level a ttaclcs. 

The tol_) Oc;1 ... aphy of CR~tE io Gi..~ch tha t objecti ·.·as 
were readily locat e d on closi:l['.; t he iGla.7.d. :Somber 
f'ormo.t j_ons i'r-e ·.~~•.entl:,~ a ::;i:;iro ached direct to t he objec t i v e 
an cl. c <1.rried o .. 1t 3.t tac}rn wi t l1out delay i f fi0htei, opposition 
was t o l)e expected. A p ropo::c...,tio:n o ::..' bombGr formati ons ~ 
howGv·er , appeb.red to m2.lrn a lai1di'aJ.l nea r :R1l'1'IMO and sw:;.i1c: 

ri~)1.t or l e ft depcnd:L:nz on t Le object i vc b~in.c Cf'...:NTA in t :i.e 

SliDA BAY a:eea or IIERAKLEIOl'T. 
Eo.cll cli ve boi1t1)er o.pp e :ir ed to -oe allotted a 

p11.rt icu lu1" o°i)j ccti ve and attacked iudividuo.l l ~r. 1-qrnost 
i 1:.varia0 l y t h e :i:ct n.wo.y was ma.de t o s eaward o.t a low altitude 

when fi ~ht or a ircru:::'t we re opera t:Lng . 
• Dive bo:mbi :..:5 again s t t h e we l l def'e,,.dod SUDA :JAY 

area, was resolutel y c o.i.•ried 01.·'.t i:.1 t :.10 face of A. A. 
OJ)"_•)Osi t i on . Eo:e -1:.111;-/ t ile di vc corn:,1en 0ed at upproxj_;nc.tel;<: 

8- 6 , 000 f oct 8.::1c.7. bo, Cos were I'el eased o.t a u t.cep 8.l\'.:~le of 
d.i ve a t :.:JJou t 3, 000 feet; t he aircro.:2t mc1d.e t }~ej_ r ect ar1a:­

at a very low hoi0ht ove r t h e hill top n and headccl s c:o.'.1ard. 
'.i:':he i n chvidual s t o.: .. clo.r d o f bonib a imL1c did. ::10t o.ppea::c" ~!i £.;h , 
out t~1e 1"'esl1.l ts rrcr e , .c:"Lievcd v1j_ t:1 nu:r:1b ero o:f ntI·cro.i't 
er.11)10;,red. 

VV1:e ::.1. f i chte r opposition w:1s i:"1:pr ooaole , enem:,r d.:i.ve 
bomber airc raft : 'o r : : .d a c j.rcle ovc1..., the onjective a n cl dived 
o.t the t .:r get i n ::::n.·,ccession f 'ollowing t he J.ea d.er . 'r11e 
atta ck b ein5 prolori.I;;ed ::'or a.p r)ro:,:iua tcly h5 minutes depending 
on t he si zo o :C' t t.0 i' orniati on . 

At t a ck s OJ>pe :i.r e d to oe ;_,:ove:i."'D.ed by t he lea der 0.,1.d 
~11 aircraft r e l i g ious l y ?allowed t h e leader ' s t actics. 
This wa s the ~"l.Ormal practice i n 2.ttacld1-ir; posi ticns .heJ.c1 iJy 
01,-,. r t1 .. oops . Rel i abl e i n.f.'or-ma t i on i r;.dicat cs tllat dive 
'bombinc; ai1d low level bombine erupJ.O:led :tor close nuppo:et io 
di rec tod 3.lmos t e :.--1t i rclJ o:~ R/T . 

T11e bor,11Jil1.Z of the t ovms of CA:tIBA an d lLt R.':JCLJON s 

which Y,ere q_l'.:;. t e 1.,~1dc:2endcd., was c ar1,ied out systcrnatj_ca l J.~;-
b y aectorG over a D0riod of da ya . The firot a t tack aa a l nst 

CJ\.i1:EA wns metcJ.e a~;ains t t J::e Govm"ll.i"aent building whi ch rc-:::etve :'.', 
direc t h its. Su"bse ,J_ucnt o:ttac l·::s o.g a:i. nst both towns apJ7cared 

to l1avc ;.10 p c.1:ctic1.:lar objecti vc 1YL1:t. to be directed q_ .. 1.itG 
indiscriminately ac;ninst t h e tow~1 itse lf. 

500 li) . borribs a :.~e -ocl i eved to l1uve :)een the 
heavi e :::; t emp loye d ; in t }:-i.e mo.in t!1e 250 17) bomb was used. 

:·To incendi m."y b omoo wore dropped. I :il all c ases b ombs we re 
fj_ ttea. wi tll whi stli:ac v .:1n e s . Some bonius with sm.D.11 delay 
actj_on v1ere l:sed. but t : i.e buJ.L: o t the ·oor.1bs exploded 
i i,lITle diettol:r oD i rnpn.c t . ':i'11e p er c e:atn:;e o f' dnd 11onf0s wn.s 
ve1"y lov: e:rn GJ)t 1.,or o.:,.'l.ti- pcrnoim.el bom~)G dropped by fj.:;htcrs. 
A smo.:Ll :.liiiol:n t of n i c;ht b o::.1oi ng wo.s un clerta.lrnn durin·: -~he 

moon p e riod J_>c~rtic•,1.:Larly i n t~rn n :~RAl'J:..ION area. '.L'his f o rT.1 

o-::: a ,c t a clc was disturh ing to }_;ersonnel l)ut otherv1ise not 

prof'i table a nd it ap::,ea.red t o b e c ar:-:- ied out f or nuisa::\~.ce 
vo.lue onl y . 

./cont' d. 
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Fighters. 

77. For escoPt~_ng bcimbinc; raids fighter aircraft 

oper nted i n formations of 6 to 9 aircraft. I:101" low 

flying attacks approxi;,:atel:'.lr 6 - 30 aircraf't were used. 

In most cases aircraft split up into sections of 2 

with one ac-ting as leader with tho seco~1.d aircraft nr o-_::1d 

the tai l o f the leader . I n practically all cases fighter 

formations llad one winger aj_r•craft weavi:;-ig around the 

tail of the i'or1;1ation. Lo'.'/ flyini::; atta clrn against 

aerodromes wePe carried out f1"om a very lovr height 1-1.s :,_ng 

machine rrun and can°10I1 l'ire and small a :::1ti- p ersonnel 1)01i1bs . 

Ap1:-iroaching the aerod.r01.1e a proport:Lon of t he aircraft 

opened u p with rnachi11e [;u.ns fired c_;_ui te i I1discri::: j_nately. 

:;1 ea1" the o"-, Jecti ve, formation s e.cheloned to one side and 

s plit ofl t o attack individnal objectives. The for1i1-

ation r•efr•o:,1ed after t he attacl\: . Attaclcs were mwtained 

over aero dror,ies for an ap!.JrOXL!ate :-)eriod of one hour , 

aircraft bein1 c ont L :":..1.ally 0:,.1 the watch for any ,,1ove::nent 

seen arom1d t he a e rodI'Oliie . Slit tr-enches wei>e particular 

o b j ec ti vcs and were machine glilu1.ed freCJ_ue11tly; transport 

li1ovi~1£ on roads was invariably har o.ssed and destroyed. 

The accu:c'acy of fire fror , aircraft was good on t he wl1ole; 

tlle spee d o :::' fire of aiPcraft c;tmo was very stri::.:ing and 

it was also noticed that co::-is idera'bl c q_na~1ti ty of a:.: _uni-

t ion wa s c arried by eac~1 ai1"craft. Smnll bursts ;,_orual ly 

were used acainst p i npoint olJjec tives , a nunfoer of atta cl.rn 

'being made ae;ainst caci.1 one . ':L'l1c s reater pr o']Oi'tion of 

fighters used wepe r.:e . ·t 1 O after our fi e;llter oppos i tion had 

been elinino.ted. ::.-'or the attact: of o.ircraft on the tJ:POund, 

a very hiGh rir o:1c::.- t :Lon of' i~1ce~1diar y a:u;:,1tn-1i tion was uoed; 

it seemed a l so t h~t 2 separat e attacks were made a~ainst 

aircraft with an intervo.l of a :i_,~_)rox::.raately 10 minutes. 

The theory held was that tJ1e first attac t : hol ed the aircraft 

and released i\1.el; the second attacl;;: set the airci"aZt on 

fire. 

Parachute and troop-car1°ying a ircraft.. -
For the initial dropping of parachutists vto.ves 

of 9 - 12 aircraft (JU. 52 ) were employed. The aircr•o.ft 

new in open fo:Pmation of 3 aircraft and disgo1 .. ged 

parachutists i n o. terrif':rine clou d v1hile still in foPmo.tion . 

The o.ircruft flew a t about 500 feet. On r•cleasing their 

loa d, aiPcraft turned to seo.wo.rd and returne d to their 

bases o.t sea level. Rein:forci~ fli0 hts v✓Cre a lv,o.ys made 

in la.rc;e :fo1"matio11s and. dropr,inc wo.s m1 o.n exte~:.si ve Goo.le 

a t each point . :.;'rom personal obsei .. vations r:iade 0;1 t }-ie 

f irst rnoi-·11ing of the at t a ck, a:p!1ro:;:i;nately 1 2 parachutists 

were c ai--ricd i n each aircraft . Later this nu:-Soer seemed 

to vary LYn.d f'igu1->es o:f 7 to 20 ·1)er son!1el have been renorteo. 

as being dropped fI·om L1.di vi cluai a ircraft. A rn::.ri1ber - of 

:paracl:utes vrn1°e seen wl1ich did n.ot open. Ai1 .. craft 

dropping supplie n b;/ pa.r::ichnte or reinfo1"cin[~ tr•oo3:1c v,cre 

guid.ed t o the pos itions of the encm:/ g round forces lJy 

Verey lic:;l1t oic ne.13 used j_n p1"of'usion by ground p arties. 

Prior to dro:ppil1/3' , J. U. 52 o.ircraft 1)r inging I'einforce:,10nts 

or suppliei:: flevr in a ci1"cl e o.lJove t he a rea and me t hodica l ly 

studied the l oc,.1t ~ ::m. of the ir 0 r ound i'orces a.nd nor;:;11:-llly 

dropped 'clleir loc ' " 0,:1 t,ao ru;1s ovc1 .. the o.ren.. Heav-.f n.nd 

/cont' d. 
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bull-: sl1pplics WCi."e seen. to ·be dropped v,5.tl1 4 to 5 paraclrn·Ges 
attacl::ed but norn1ally 0~1c allL:inium contai:i.1e r wo..s dPO:'.:):i_, ed 
with one p aracl:rute . Motor cy c l e confoinations, anti - t an~: 
g-L1.ns and r,1ortG.rs were seen to ·be dropped fr om o..ircI'aft . 
Many containers, of' food an.d medical supplies mainly, ::el l 
into oui., hai.7.d.S m1.d the :.naterial was f ound to be excellent . 
I t i s interesting to no t e that a.nti- tal:J.;: rifleGjlrnd a Gaall 

c c>..rriaCTe l itted with inf lated rlfblJer tyres. dronped ±:'rom 
a ircraft 

JU. 52 a i rcPaft Gctil1C a s a:Lr tro.nsporto normCtl:'...y 
1 o pcro.t ed in sri-mll :tor>nmtions of a ma:zimrn11 of 3 tir:1ed to 

C'c:i."'ri ve at t ~lG:i.P (LestL .. o.tiO~l \'Ii thin Gllor t intcrvo.lG [E1.<1. 
r e1,resen t iD.;s o.. c c-n.tii11.'..ous stream o:2 ai rcrc:.ft a:i::.rint; the 
hours o l: da:.,:li .'.;h t . 0:1 landj_nG 3 to Li. per 130:·mel already 
on the s pot I'1.rn;1.ed. to tl:e airci."'aft anc"L llclpcc-l to unloo.d ::.t 

a~:1d t~1e aircraft le:ft wi t:1 ver:r little clelay. ~;:'imcd. ove r 
a period ol one do.y , one trans port o.iricro.ft landed c,:1.d toolc 
o ff wi tl11.n 5 r,1inl: tcs . 'l'hcse a ircraft l anded EG1d too:!.;: 0~~~-.' 
i n ru1 i21criedi oly small space ; estinateo are 400 t o 500 
ym--ds . 'l'rannport nircro..~'t returned to their o ases si:n"~l ;/ 
proceedj_nc-; a t a very low hG:.:. c;ht. 

/cont ' d.. 
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PAf\T :J. 

QQNGLUSIONS 

79. A true picture of' 11.A.F. operations in Crete 

c annot be o-0tained unless i t i s seen i n r·elation to the 

bacl<::ground provi ded b;:,r condi tionc existin ,?; on April 17th. 

At that di.ate the general p o s ition was t hat there rie r c two 

aerodrmnes in exioteI1oe, at 0 0th oi' which a small amoun t 

of rJOrk was Gtill goin ::,,; on , and one lnndin c; gr ound. Ho 

R. A. P.. E0adciu~:.rters nor R.A. P.. station or0anizaticn were 

establis>od on tllG i:::1la nd . A for:m o:;':' f'i~hter defc~1ce 

exioted for Suda Da;:,r ancllorarre ;,•Jith one F . A. A . s ,1uaclron 

a ·~ greatly reduced strent;th ou11ported ~J Y one A. h . I: . G. 

stat ion ru:.d the Gr eet: Observer system. ~-;o expe1•ie:::1ced 

pers01mel 1:iere avail nole at G. O. R. Canea to control 

fighter op e r ations a::.1.cl t11e1•0 was no o:i_:ie r ;:_i_ tions ce.1:.tre a t 

a l l at ~1eraklion . 

80 . In con se q_uei.1c e an a lmost en ti1°ely new 

organi zati on had t o "be lJuilt up in Crete . l{er,ma.nts of 

tii.e f i 0llt c r squ.--,drons f r rn:1 Greece were flown t o Crete 

1Jut tl:ese a i 1·oro.ft had alr•cady l;c-311 oper:.:tinr-; inte:1s ivel~r 

i n Gr eece and for the: r:10 s t par t wui-·e 1)a c1l;;r in need of 

maintenance . The p ilotn too had ~een ~ut to a very 

severe str ain ove1' tlle pas t s i x months, ,1;.1ile t be 

1:1ain te1~0.;.1ce peroo1,.nc: -;.-:ad been eq_tu1l ly ovcr·iw2lred and had 

n o 1:1 to 1.mdertai.;:e t l·~ci1' wor};: wi t:1 v i1°tually no g:;.•o;,md 

c qu.i :::Jr.11:mt , i nadc q_u nte tools 9 and a v e r y sm2ll r c.:•.1.c;e oi' 

sl)ares . 

81 . 'l'he ~Icadq_uar ters Q.."1.d Operations Hoom Staffs ,_,.,ere 

drawn f r om evacuees frori1 Greece . Many of them, partioul -· 

arly t h e Op er>'.·.·:ions Room Staff 9 had little o:::• no yrcvio1,1.s 

experience of ·c~";.c dutie s allottocl t o them and there was 

no selection to oe nacle nhile the rer.iainder wore obviou sly 

distu rbed a s a r e 8'1-11 t of the Greek c ampaign and took some 

time to settle dorm . In nll oases with per sonnel :~~r 01;1 

Greec e t 1~.ey had l ost t heir pr·ivate kit::;, camp 1<its 7 etc., 

and had only the clothes tlley s tood in. J\s very l i mited 

r ep l a c eri1ents onl:,, ·:,ere availabl e in C1"ete this :factor 

a lone prevented pers o~~e l settli nc do~n satisfao t o~ily; 

t heir ma.i n wish was to c;e t t o Egypt f or a short rest and 

t o be re-lti tted. 

82 . It is clear from rep m•ts of aer odrone oonotrnc ti:.n 

in Greec e, purticularly in the Pcle:po:-:.nese area, ;:mcl fror.1 

the concentra tions o~ airc r aft seen by our air 

1°ecom1a i ssanco3 opera ting f rom :Cg~1")t, thcd; the ene;;-iy hod 

esta·hlished o.t aerodr01nes in this a r ea G. 1'10avy concen­

tration of air force s . The ol)vious r o l e of t hese air 

forces wac to neutralize our a ir for ces and A.A. defences 

on Crete ·;Jefore a t t emp ti:nc; t he c:d r borne attack . 

83 . Fro1,1 sul) se g_u.oi1 t l.i.appcmin;~s, it appea:;:,ecJ. ti:1a t the 

ei10my :p l an allowed seven clays ( !.!a:r 13th to 19ti.l inclusive) 

t o liquidate our air forcei:; . This period ma y well h av0 

been on a Gliding s c ale and the final a ir-borne a ttack no 

do1.11Jt t ool;: place v-ihen ou.i-• a ir forces lw.d, i :::-1 f c..ct, lJeen 

n cutr a lizec: .. 

84. Tl1e scal e of attack cannot be esti mated , but i t 

was sufficient to undert aice very f1•equcnt devastatin g and 

sustai ned a.t t elm on a num"ber of aerodromes on the island, 

not alone ,..;lie existins two and one landin.::-; g1,ou:::1d, over 

the period o:C the operations . Waste of bor,1ber effort, 

vihich cou l d llnve -iJcen diverte d r.1ore prof itabl y elsewl1e1•e, 

was o"bvious i n t he continued bombinc of Canea o.nd 
./ cont' d . 
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I-Iel"a lclion towns an d the attack s on p r eviously dama ge d a nd 

usel ess shi Dpi ne i n the Suda Bay anchora ge . Regar ding 

f i t:rhter cffo1"t, ME . . 11"0s were over objec t ives in Cre te for 

a c onsi derab l e :nerioc1 , l iteral ly wai t i ng f or some 

movement on the Jr oun c1. b efore o:9enin 13 up c annon and 

mach i ne c;un fi1·e , and a pr op or t i on of thi s e ffoi~t coul d 

well h ave been emp loyed acainst aer odr omes . La r ge 

numb ers of f i Ghters we r e a l so availabl e to escort lJonfoe1~s 

if opp o s i t im1 wa s feare d and a lso t o a ttac lc i ndi v i dunl 

a i rc r af t on t he ground , or inui v i dual gun def ences around 

a e rodromes . Thi o wa s in i t sel f a. justif ication oft.he 

p olic y of t r yin g to lrn0p even a few f i ghter s t:;oin r.,; for as 

lone as p os s i b l e . Obviou s l ~r it ma.de matt ers n ore 

diff i c ·ul t fo r the ener!1y and c au s e d h i m to exp en d a i r e a t.er 

effort t llan r1a s really necess a r y . 
While ou r f i ghters wer e i n ope i-·ation , a ttac t :.s 

on a erodrome s were on sucll a sca le t hat our fi c;hter s 

were ou t numlJc r e d b y f rom• 7 t o 1 O t o 1 :i.i1d the c our.:11:;couc 

worlc of t he pilots durine; t llis peri od co.nnot lJe t oo 

h i ghl y pr a ised . 

85 . Continuous reconnaissanc e undoubtedly gav e t he 

enemy a most u p- t o-t he -moment p ic tur e a t Crete 

a eI·odromes durine; the pr epa1,atory pha se , includinc the 

p o s itions of n on- operati ona l a irc r aft on the aer od1"ome s . 

In tl1is connection i t is i n t e r est i ng to r emo.r l,;: that one 

I-Ia c i ster a t r-Jial eme, and one dwrn:1y Bl enhe i rn a t I-Ierak.lion , 

p arke d at dispersal :poi nts were 1mt ouch cd b y t he a t tac lcs 

on the ac1,odromes dur inz tl1i s p e r iod. At a l a t er s t age 

dur ii1c; ·cl1e a t tacl;: the en emy clos e r econnaissance a i rcr aft 

undoubtedly p r ovi ded the enemy Hith the det ailed. s i tuat i on 

of our l an d f or c e s . 

86. With t he en emy scale of a t t aclc la1,ze i11..uT1bers of 

def ensive fi ,::;J:.~ c r s wm1ld hav e been necc.ss a r y t o counter 

i t and t h e tas:~ was far beyond the capabili ties of the 

few figh t er airc 1,o.ft rema i nins n~1d t l1e A. A. de:C'ence s 

existh ic i n Crete . Ho l a r ~e scale reinf orcer;1ents Viere 

availab l e . The :Ci chtc:i:· a ircr aft . r emain i n o; y1c re ope,::.. t o 

destr1J.c tion on the c round ·c i ther o.t rest or \Jhile 

r e fuell i ng or r ear r11ing, or l i l;:ely to l1e sho t dorm i n the 

air by sh ee r weiCTht of n,1.rniJer·s . 'l'h;L s oi t uati on ,-~o ve r n e d 

t he deci s i on t o re t u rn to Ezyp t in the early r.10 I·n ::.J <; of 

19th May., It s't.oul d l)C b or ne in mi n d tha t the L1t ei1tion 

was to lJ rinc; back f i ghter a i r craf t , i n i nc r eased nu.1nhers 

i f p ossil)le , to aerodr ome s in Cr ete if our l o.nc1 :.:cI·ces 

wer e al)le to hol d the a e r odr omes successfully . As it 

turned out , after the s e c ond day Retimo la:ndinr: g:0 8und Hao 

i n fact s eou1,ed 1Jut acce ss t o i t by r o:.:i.cl to p r ovide 

n a i n t eno.nc e pc1"so;1nel , ad.e r_;_1m t c refuelli nc :;:mr ties, f ull 

Vl/ T f ac i liti e s ::rnd au[~r:1e}1ted stocJ.rn of rl;·.rr,m11ition a :.,d 

fuel wa s not :po r:rni b l e as t:-1.e ei1Gii1Y 11.cl d positi ons ac r oss 

t lle 1~oad l eadin3 i'rmn e a st a}1d v1est . It i s c l ear also 

t ho.t i f Re t irno ho.d b e en u:::;ed extensively thi s l endi ng 

grour1d would hJ.vc suffered an e quivalen t i n tensi ve sca l e 

of' a i:i.." a ttG.ck a11d. t1:1e re wa.s no A. A. def ence ava ilable for 

i t . I t w:::i.s qui t e i mp ossi ble :i.'or f i c;hter a irc r aft t o 

oper ate f'r om t he o.e r oclror;ie a t I:1a l e1,1e while Her aklion 

a e::.,odrorne r c!?r esented a s heer ca:mble whel"e it mi ;~~1t be 

p os s i b l e f or f i ght e r s to l a i1d on occasion□ on l y~ up t o 

2h t h nay , wi th any dc ::,:r e e of' se c urity . I n t he llope of 

p1"ovi ding o. haven f o r· fighter a irc r aft ope r ati n~ oveI· t he 

isl anc1 such a s l one 1,0.n o;e Hur1,ic anes from Egypt , it wan 

hop ed t o develop a l andi ns- s t r i p on tne I,Iassar a P l ain . 

Owing to t bc , .. :::.tlilless of the l and force gar1"is on the 

developE1ent o:... .: l and i n c gr ound. had n o t lJeei1 p ossib l e 

p revi ous l :'f-. .~""1 Army garrison a r1,ived on the I.iussa 1°a 

P l a i n 011 May 19t11 (He a d q_uarte r ::-; R. A. li1 . Crete we re only 

informe d on that mor n i ng) 8.nd a p arty o:t W. D. aDd G. D . 

./cont' d. 
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officers was despatched t11a t day to fine:. a 

la:..1di nc; c trip which could be ii";ade usable i n a ver:,: shol"t 

9 e r iod; a rec onnai scai.1ce of thi s a r Ga had been n:1d.c 

e a1"li er in the year by Wor}:s Directo1"ate r•epresent:-i.tives 

for an aerodrome and a s i te llad been selec ted whic:. rwuld 

have taken Gome months to prepr:.rc . Wllat was now soue;llt 

was a strip lm1di ng 0r•ound fo r refuelling and reari ·1:Lnc in 

ernergenc ;:;·· . A l m1di:'tc; strip i;ms in fact fou.i.-id ul'1ich it 

is UJ."1derstood would ~1avo ·0een ready :t'or use ,J ;:,,· i'.lny 2,Stll 

but it was then too late; addi tionally it uould not have 

been rossi·o1e to p rovide ade(]_uate stocks of material 

there ov1inf~ t o the road fror:1 Heral:li oi1 beinCT bloclced. 

87. In sU1,1J11ar~•, then; the c .. ;.emy a i r a ttaclrn <lurinc; 

the pre:para to1"y :ptw.oe endi n c; on L1ay 19th h a.d fully 

neutralized our air fo:.."ces &nd sul)stantially reduced the 

efficiency· of' our A . .:.\. defe:1ces . 'I'llc firs't enei;1y object 

hatJ. been attained and the staee w,:,s se-:~ for the aj_rborne 

attaclc , 

88. Wi t ll ~-~1c lirai t e d a ir f o:ece s availalJ le, and t :;1e 

very small m .. u.1l)e:i.' s of ae:c•odr·or,1c3 i n Crete such a sta te 

wo.s inevit::i.blc a Gai nst the heo.vy enei·!1~,r scale of a.ttacJc . 

89. AcJ.G.j_ t/.ono.1 aerodromes o.nd f'i:;hter s q1.nd1"on i:, 

would i:'iave de l n:,,e cl tlle date by whicll the en en~; i:10.d 

achieved t lli o 1·esul t , lJut a very heavy effort indeed vrnuld lD. 

have l,cm1 ;1ecessar;-,: to com1t.er it . Furt:1e r A. A. ,'31.ms 

v1onld. have llad little e:i.~:2ect on t l1c ni t uation . 

90 . 'l'he ne.;-:t sto.Ge uas tllc capture of an aerodro1.1e 

i n Crete . This c onrnenccd wi t '.l intcms i fied b01,ibi:1.~ and 

31,onnd stnaffL1[:; of l:Io.lene v.orodromo and surrm.mdi:zi.~: a re a 

pri or to the d1"opp ini.; of' ·well equipped paPachu.te trooi,o 

o.nd L :mdinc airborne tr>oops i n eliders . It is n~· :::mrent 

t ho.t the scale of this a ttac}c stacGered the defence and 

a measure of' sur2_,ri oe w:::i.s olJto.incd on this acco1..1..:..1t . 

T'i:.ere is little d01.1i) t -~::wt a lar[;e pro2, o r·tion o:Z' :.he 

02.rly parachute troops mw anni b.lla.ted , but sone sections 

of tllcrn ol) tained- :..1 valua.b::'...c ini t io.l success i m;. :cdia tely 

on the nest side of tl1c ac tu;-ll aorodroi.1:1e o.nd in tlic a 1'ca 

fJtill fu:.."tlle :1., west of tl::.e o.crodroDe . ·r11c ini t i a l 

success 0~1 the aerodPonc '. i,1 S exploi tccl later b;y the 

parachutists who had lo.nclec1 fu:r:t· ,er west . The Hidesp read 

nature of tl-:e a ttacl-~ wns also n bic; facto1' in embarrassing 

tl1e defence e;i vine tl .1.cu unexpected tasks away from the 

aerodrorae . There mu st 11ave lJeen sori1e cloubts i n ·t;lle r,1ind 

o:t tlle e~1eny i f it was possilJle to cap ture Malerne aD.d 

t his :i:.10.:,,· well have insp ired the Leavy attack 0:.1 ~-::eralclion 

in the a fternoon . It Yla s cleax• however thc.1.t h i e :policy 

v1ei.s decidGd. on the nic;ht of tl1c 20 th/21 st nay, if not 

earlier , and 0 11 the morninG o:.:.' t 1.1.0 21 st the c:.1crny 

concentrated a ll his efforts on 1'.Ialcme aud succeeded. 

' Dui"j_nc; that cl.2.. ~r h e was a~Jle to land a st:1.,enr.1 of transport 

ai1"craft vn.t:1 :..· ·Ji 11?oroinc; troo:rs an.d material; t 1.ti s stream 
1 i nc reased in volmne ao the enemy hold on t11e c1.0 rodrome 

i ncr·eased. A valiant cour} ter attaclc ·by the Hew Zealand 

Division undertalce:;.1 when heavily er,1barrass ed llJ ener.1y 

a i r forces :i.:'ailec1 to pruvent this situation mainly o;.1 

acc01.m t o-S: enemy ail" acti on . 

91. The key to tb.e ~3 i tuation i n Crete had :;.-ou cone 

and it r1as only a matter of days lJefo:i."e t~1e eneriw i:1e rc in 

a :position to f orce t he isGue· in that area. despite t he 

fact that tile seaborne r einl'orceuent s of t he eneF'> had bGen 

wiped out by naval ac tion . 

./cont' d. 
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92 . 'I'llc c o;:'!_p l ete air Gl'-.:perior:i. ty held by t lk Jner-iy 
perni tti ng the unmolested di ve -bombinc; and zround ot~ .. 's.:C'finr; 
of our l and fo r·ce D cor.. tinuouslJ YJ;_,s unrl01ii.J t edly the m:::i.i:1. 
factor i n y1eake;:1in~ tlle defence , The ::,1orale fas to1' t Jo 
p l 2..yed a l a r ge :part at this s tag,:;; the la.rid f'orce 3 
employed had r e t . :·.1ed from a car!11')a i r,1 j_n Greece whcz·e t llc 
enem;f a l so had a .. d ' supcriori ty ar~d soon becaine ·:,, t'":Lr.cl 

a:nd dispiri ted when sir.1ilar c c,ndi ti o~~ n developed . 1:0 
tra i ned troops wer·e avai.iliable ~o Pel::;_e-v"e ther,1 ~-:: thu 
f i ghting a1'ea after severe -~)om1-i!'!g ar.ta~k::, , 

93 . The ope r ations of 0 1.n· c3.ir fo r c8G "oa o.cct i.:1 _·,Jpc 
du rinG thi s peri od u;1,dc-.i.) t e0J.y \Jea l~eni.~d. t '1r..1 e~1CE1' .• 1~ 1

J · r 

comparison it was o:1ly a cl r op i :n the oc; ;..:a-:L 'l':ri.e 

occasi onal do.y attacks we:ce an i n spira tic-:'.l tc the -. Jor ·c : .. Gi' . 

of our gr ound forces which sa\./ them. but t ·i1e vs. lue c·~ 
t hese attack s i n stir.n1latinc the moral e i;e:..1.erally VlcA.8 2.ost 
with the i nce ssant appearance of enemy a ircraft over ou r 
l i n e s at a l ow height a~1d with cor.1pl ete: f r e e dom of f:-< ; tior 
With the aJnount of novc@ent of e:neuy l n::.1.cl forces in s,11.'.J.ll 
par t i es the r e v1ere no profitable objectives for attack in 
support of our lfu"'ld f o rces; Mal eme aerodror.1e and the 
ir:n11cdia te environs wn.s the sol0. poi nt or supply for t ile 
enemy lnnd forces and rep resented an objective of 
outstanding i n1portance where mat er_; '11 damac;e coulcl lJe 
achieved by day and night attaclrn, 

94. Rev i ewi nc; the situation in r etro spec t the 
:::'oll owi n:3 factors emerc e in t he defence of acrodr ornes 9 

vi z., 

(i ) tl.1at ae rodrome defence s a gainst a irborne attaclc 
must i n c- lude deep dugouts around the peri m8te :i: 
to co1mter tl1e efi\~ct of the p r climi21ci.ry o. tta c l:.: 
of the a e rodrone d ·::!fci: ceo . Uen and o .:ms innst 
be ::.-e~ . .. _ m1disclose•1. i n t hese dueouts. A. 
systei.: of coEnm.:mic 1tion from a c omm.and 1:.)0st r:-r..t;:, t 
be installed i n those du~outo so that pcr::ionncl 
can be kept i nfor;-!.•.3 1:t o:f tile devell)pment of -1:,h-:.,; 

attaclc. . 

(ii ) i n dependent of' the JC duc;out::i a lo.rc;o ::.nmibe:' of' 
small p ro tee ted pc ;ts r:,catterec1 ove:c- a wj :, .. 3 

area would be of v ~·.l ue in t he uicin-:. t;f of t 1~e 
aerodrome to count·~ r the effec t of :parac· :.ci ... c;, 

dropped in a wia .. c::3>reo.d r.1am1el"'. 'J.'he vul:.- eI'i:.0.b ili t ·,,-
of p a rachute troopG ,ahen dr-opp ino; 0~'.' 2.mrneL~i2 tely 
on landi ~1[_i; has b eer proved. 

( iii ) stronu armoured. r,1ol, i le; f or ces r rn .. ot ·be :1e1,.1 i ;:1 
tlie v i c i n i t~,- of tlle o.eroclrones i n su1)port of 
J.u c;out s defo:n'2 ~s and the ocatter•e;cJ. p osts i ;.1 !:,1 ,., 

vicinity oi' aerod:.'on1.e3 . 

95. ReQ;ar din~ operat ions in t he sacund :phase as a 
w~w l e , it i s evi den~ that for a rm::; :::css ful a irboP::~e 
attack a h i gh measure of local aj_r cupcr·iori ty r,ms ~ 7Je 
obtained , GO thnt the masc0d d1'oppinCT of po.r o.cl1u-~i r; t s can 
be a chieved; and i,102.~e i mpo1~tai~t sti.11 7 th2.t t':.10 co~1 t :~,1~;_eJ. 
supply of reinf orc'.3i:1e11 to and mater:i al '.::: £1.i.l b..:; !)rov~ ,.~ .;;CL 

, Detailed nir rcco1maissance also mu.:Jt ·,Je cont :i.;1u 0.J ~)Y -c l~ -:; 

e n er,1y t hrouzhout thio pha r,e to detc r1:1ine sector,3 ·".1e:ce 
time l ~y~ assi sto.nc e i s re r11 . ..1.i red . 

96 . Once tb.c use et 3.:". e. :-: .. :oO .. ··.'c,,,' '3 is se::n: .. I'.;;cl l,y -~be 
enemy then co·-cc· tr:::.i. tions r;; forc ·->. B 00.n 1:,e ra1)i c11:,r -01.,·.:...l\; 

up and our a tta·· i n 0 rorccu ,01il~. °L;c con:. ,;J.ll'~ly op1Jv u0d 
by fresh men and an D.i.1.~n.cu t;.3cL sea.le o:C T!P. te r ia::;_ ir:..~ lu.o.:·_i, f'l: 
gun s and light vellicles . The mo'!.)ility and fire pow2:.:' o:::: 

./ cont? d, 
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1

. the airborne forc e \"JilJ. .. be ever ino.re1J.si ng . Without 

question the cap ture of an a.e r odr-or11e io the lee~~ to t !)C 

success of an airborne invasion. I n thi3 connection it 

must be pointed out t h a t the Ger mans will endeavour t o 

constl"uct an aerodrome ade ciua te for t r anspo:et aircraft 

as soon as they l and . Any prisoner s tai;:en will b e cmr:i loyed. 

on thiet· v,oa:-:i,;.. ,. 

97. Finall~r t he c l o sc su p::_)ort afforded. by the Gerrnai."1 

air force in Crete to their c r om1d forces r epresented t he 

very closest co- op e1"cit i o11 aYJ.d. ·wac the r,10.in factor ;in 

achievinG their rapid succesc . I n Cr-ete thi s c l ose 

support could not b e colu1tercd but i t is f i rmly beli eved 

that i f this can be done in an;s.r future campai cns against 

Ger many the main b u h;arlc o:f tho Ge.i"lnall ~II lll.a.Chine will 

be we.al{.ened. 
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PERSO!INEL SITUATION FOLT .. f\iTI-G 'l'HE 

EVACUATION OF CRETE 

UP TO JUNE 8th. 1941 

·· 'EADqUA1:tTF.R3 , R.A. F ., CRETE 

And O.PERATICNS ROOE , Ci'.JTF.A . 

... . ' • · . ., 
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Returned to EGl'TlT • - 19 Officers and 67 d .. rn-ene 

907459 A.C. Harding, 
941074 A.C. Sellars, 

529974 Cpl. C-ully, 
523912 Cpl. ? aJmer, 

529109 Cpl. Joods, 
972079 A.C. Davi es, 
753055 A,C. Nutt, 

1014659 A.C. Trollope, 
620719 LAC. Hoore, 

Port Detachment, SliD..- -. DK! . 

u/op. 
!! 

A.C.H. 
It 

It 

C /J.; B. 
I/Asst. 
DJ .LT. 
A,C,H, 

Last seen in 0°·iera tions 

Itoom, CANJt'..A. , 23/ 5/ 41 • 
Forming fl/:',7 camp site S . i"!. 

of CANT~, 19/5/ 41. Ifo news 

since. 

Injured by bomb on 17/.5/ L~1 • 

Transfel.'"red to 7th C-encral 

:!os:pital and placed 011 D.I. 

list. No news since 20/ 5/ 41 

but no bed cases were evacu­

ated from island. 

Returred to EGYJ:'l' : - 17 J~irmcn returned. 

}[ISSIH}- : -

544130 A.C. Cassidy, 

No, 45 Sauaaron. 

Returned to :!!r.-YIYJ.• : - 1 Airman. 

75~294 Sgt. Langrish, A.G. 

::JLSlHG :-

P./ 0 lliay. ( woundG.') 

P/0 Churchill 

RETIHO Detachment. 

i,USSI NG :-

:2/0 Reeves, 112 Sqcln. 
':i/Op. 
';.'/Op 

) 
) 

Cpl. Cantwell, 

643936 A.C. ~chofield, 

976686 A.C . Underwood., 

775033 A.c. Star, A, C. H. 

77424-5 A.C. Fenger, 
614044 AC1 }3assett, A. 

1157688 AC2 :Oennett, K.R. 

928052 AC2 Hutson Y: . 

532179 Cpl. J ones, R,'r. 

No 1 230 Squadron Detachme nt• 

It 

Last seen near Sl..r.:l/1.. DAY 

26/1/41. 

Had been shot down over CRETE 

Last heard of on beach, 

1/6/41. 

l
ln oonr,runieat.ton with H. (} . 

until 24/5/41 • Uo news 

since. 

~ 

Returned to WY.PT t - 1 (' fficer and 7 J._ irlJlen. 

./oont' a. 
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Ho. 230 ;Jquadron Detaclment ( cont' a.) 

The Officer concerned ,1as a Cypher Offi cer - : /0 Venon - who 

i,7as p laced i n charge of the detachment by Officer Commanding, 

R.A .F. Crete. 

Ho . 252 A._: ,.E .S. 

Returrea to JT.-?7'1' 1 Officer and 38 J.irmen. 

KILIJ.ill : -

916209 Cpl. :J trong, R, -;,- . 
AC1 Kerr, 

: J:~SING (beli eved killed ) :-

AC1 El der, A.D . 

AC1 F.lder , J . 
AC1 C-ibson, 

938672 AC1 jlarber, H. L . 
965665 AC1 Craven , C. 
621 380 LA.C :dantle, J .S . 

. kC 1 l-'etter son, 
IAC Ricl:j.ardson, 
J\..C1 Roome , 
AC 1 Thor pe, 

537793 IAC Salles, C .E. 

1,iISSHC ( wounded) : -

r / L t. Babcock, F .H. 

R/Eech. 
Pjop. 

DJ-i. T . 
ii 

It 

Service Police 
tV t R/01) . 
P/1lech. 
C & B. 
R/Iiech. 
("'\ " ," 
V C~ lJ -

ty't R/Op. 
A, C . H , 

O,C. 252 A.L.~.s. 

LAC ~-'earson, 
LAC Shi pvrorth, 
Cpl. Collins , 

" (seriously wounded). 
Left in hospital a t KL"'LL-:lFS 

MALEl:;l:E . 

MISSil-IG ( wounded) : -

Commander Bea.le, :: . :1r., o.c. FAI,11.JI:. 

The remaining r, ..:~ .A. personnel reported to Naval Officer i/ c 

SUDA BAY, and were evacuated under his orders. 

Eo. 30 Squadron. 

Returned to r:c:y:-,T • - 2 officers and 46 airmen. 

KI LI ,l::D I N AC TIOlT . 

Sgt . Austin. 
5694-10 LAG S tone. 

IAC 'I'homas. 

i,O:SSING (believed killed in action) • -

F/Sgt. Fridd. 
LAC -:Juilliam 
L/lC s tecdlwn­
uc Sturman 

./cont'd. 
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HI SSTI\lG- ( bcleived to be pris,£!lers ,of war}, 

Sgt. -~·ickering·. 

523085 Cpl. Ha r r i son. 
Cpl. Dear. 
LAC . Greenhalgh . 
LAC • Edwards . 
LAC . .iilliamson. 
AC Longbott om. 
AC Ra l ph. 

El ectrician 

i'-'iI SSING- : -

F/Lt. Cullen . 
P/0 Dn.st on. 
P/0 Vetton Cr emer. 

• Sg : .• ~:ioves. 
:.:gt . :-Ii ll . 
Sgt. Ellin. 
Sg,;. I3eatty . 

Cpl. Lawr ence. 
Cpl. ',Torthington. 
Cpl . Gulliver. 
Cpl. ";ii lliams . 

C!)l . \!alee . 
Cpl. Bond. 
Cpl. Donohue . 
Cpl. Smit h A,C.H. 

Cpl . :!rigl ey . 
Cpl. PerL"'l.ystone . 
Cpl . ';_lo.y . 

Cpl. '.·i",.'.ltthews. 
Cpl. Gerrard, 
Cpl. ~ussell. 
LAC . lciooney . 
LAC . Stone . I/Rep . 
Ll.C . Fenton. 
I.AC • ~'taJJ-:er. 
LAC . Betts , 
L,:,.C. H:i.oh olls. 
LAC . Gill an . 

A ,M. ·,:r .D . 

MISSING :-

S/Ldr. :Deakin 
I•'/Lt. uason 
F/Lt. Lewis Du:.::J 

No . 33 Squadr on. 

LAC. Daroh . 
i,c. Ral ph. 
"l.ili.C • Lease . 

LAC . Dullir:;an • 
LAC . Spal d:i.ng . 
TAC. Cnr t er . 
LAC . Cherry . 
LAC . S tewart • 

-LAG. Honeycombe . 
LAC, i:' oole. 
LAC . Food. 

. , LAC . Osvrc.l d , 
l AC,, iroyle. 
Ad . · Thompson I/Re:;:_, . 
·NJ . (}oodha nd. 
AC... Zelbor," . 
AC .. Griffiths. 

: fi.C •.. ':fillinms. A .C .H . 

A.C . Sr;ri. th. 
AC . Ev ans. 
AC. Hogg . 
AC . Bell. 
I\D • IIuggin. 
AC . Snott , 
AC . Dm, . 
AC.· Abbott. 

1 c· .,, '"-t 
', .f>,. • ·. ,., :_+ 1•1.., y . 

Last seen on beach, 1/ 6/ 41 

At HALEr.iE , 20/5/41 e Ho nevrs 

sine(;) t his date. 

Ret urned to I:G-TI"'l' • - 2 Offi cers and 57 Airmen. 

KILLED IN J.CTION' 

561 664 Sgt. Sou t h • • 
626946 LAC Ea t on, 
956986 AC2 Banks• 
553233 LAC Dixon, 
63~30 ACt' J ohnn. 

MI SSING (wounded) : -

F.A.E. 
i,VRi gg. 
F/Hech . 
b.rmr • 
:r:.Vcyol. 

S/Ldr. Eowall. o.c . No .}3 Squadron. 

P/ 0 1 iyhi l l. 
363326 ·.-i".o. Firman. vr.o. (E). 

./c ont' d . 



No. 33 S01..iadron. 

MI SSDJG. (wounded ) Cont' d .:-

349688 Sgt . Fairbanks . 
611-7375 Ao1 Bucha nan. 

101091 6 AC2 Crni g 

1,iISSJJ-TG : -

N/0 
F/Ri gg. 
D.:M. T. 

P/0 Dunsoombc 
:Pj O Dutcher 

566695 Cpl. Wh i tehurst . 
561114 Sg ,. , Elson. 
5613/+li- Sg .: . '.--ill:.:inson. 
542272 Cpl. Hi t chell. 

Sgt . Bu t t erick . 
Sgt . Raynish , 
Sg'; . Leveri dge . 

5731 0 7 AC1 . Smi thson. 
54.895 7 IAC • 'l'wedc1le • 
545906 AC1 . S t one 
775137 AC2 . Gevrel ber g . 
6258¼ LAC , Green. 
6204.83 LAC , ).)enniceard . 
943 705 AC 2 • :· ·-ry or . 
628566 AC2 . Smit h. 
774528 AC2 . Geringer 
77471 0 AC2. Schu t z 
627129 AC1 , Pendegr-o.s . 
522242 LAC . Br ookes . 
911380 AC2 . Farrish. 
549487 AC1. Yeomans, 
54lt-442 AC . Burwell. 
629379 AC1 . Frame. 
621123 AC1 . Dean. 

AC1 . Vind 
728094 AC1 • i ':iller. 
553780 AC1 . Lrovm. 
639373 AC1 . '.:fi ckendon. 

AC1 • Nelson. 
1250619 AC1. Rogers . 

631307 LAC . -:..'ilkinson . 
123 • ••• AC1 . \'!a lki nshavr. 

965 505 AC 2 . To..y l or • 
981 928 AC ft • Riley. 
370368 Sgt . Cr oss. 
631988 LAC . Trinder , 

AC1 , Beaven, 
AC2 . ~';,u tchinson. 
Sgt. Hi ll . 

No.220 A. E ~ . 

Fi tter 2 . 
II 

II 1 • 
F/Liech . 
i''i lot 

II 

II 

\·i . E. i':I . 
El ec t. 
F/l:iech . 
A.C. H. 
F/Ri gg. 
F/i;[ech , 

ft 

F/ Armr. 
A.C.H. 

II 

F/1,iech . 
Ar nn:- . 
-,:/Op. 
E l ect. 

II 

A.C.H. 
F.Hcch. 
Ar mr . 

II 

ft 

A.C .E . 
I/Rep . 
CU<: . G.D. 
A.C.H . 

II 

C. & D. 
A.C . H. 
N/Ord . 

II 

II 

A.C .H. 
P ilot. 

Returned to n;.~:irr • - 1 Offi cer and 36 Aimnen . 

KILLED I N ACTI ON. 

915757 LAC Nash, 
637661 LAC Cop,l e stone E . 

L.C . P/j' iech. 

MISSTNG I bel ieved pr iso1113r of wa:r ( wounded) . 

915518 LAC . Threlfal l H . J . 
915849 I.AC . Cope R. 

) ··.founded. Last heard of in iiosp i tal 
) at HEI'.A1JJION. 

952128 I.AC . Dl ack. A. 
9858l1-1 AC1 • 2.ia:rsden. 

\ 
) 

./cont'd. 
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No.220 A.M.E.S, 

DIBS of wounds received on boo.rd II.H,S. " ORION". 

552083 LAC . Keenan. 
61 14 70 AC 1 • Whi tema.n. 

IvfISSD'G : -

949908 AC2 . Cookson 
949901 AC 2. ';i oodhead 
643609 AC1 . Fellows 
643009 AC1. ,ialton 
968851 Cl-il. Ii' idi.:;c 
9521 28 .AC 2. Dorrington 

R . A. F . Station, EERPJ<LI( I:· . 

I 
Embarked on E.:M. S. 11 0T1.IDN" , 
but not seen after bomb 

explosiam. 

Returned to EGYT'T : - 10 (:fficers and 54 ldrmen, 

KILLED . 

924008 AC1 • 'I'hompson, N .G. 
517861 Cpl. Greenfield L,R. 

DIE.!) of wounds, 

AC . Tabcrn. 

NISSI NG~-

537677 A/Sg'.:, . Andrew 
533209 A/Sgt, Harrison 
556092 Sgt. Hunter 112 Sqdn. 

562228 Sgt. Uac krill 33 Sqdn. 

529742 Cpl . Alexander 
926371 AC2 . Bradley J J ; . 

1121683 AC2, Cl arl~ A. E. 
525808 Cpl. Cr abb A.,G. 
949738 AC1 , Copley D. 
535997 Cpl. Cant well T. 
552523 AC1 . UacFayden J .Iii . 

1163257 AC 2, Horthover N;H.C. 

934293 AC 2 . Rankin R.J. 
915033 AC2 , Tr easure C.R.G. 

517349 Cpl . Yillar W, S. 

l\/ITS3 ING : -

) Last seen b~thing on a beach 4 

) miles E . of llEI/.Al(LION aerodrome 

~ on 20/5/ 41, 

) Embarked on H.t:i.S. :i oRION". 

) seen after bomb expJ.os i on. 
) 

~ 
~ 
) 

) 
Admit ted hospital f rom IIBTJ:-i:0 

Not 

before 20/5. !-;o further news, 

S/Ldr. 
F/Lt, 
F/Lt. 
F/0 

0 . C. , R ,A .F. BE.P.Aia.J:0N ) Last heard of on beach 

C .R ,C. ~ 1/ 6/ 41 • 
Trumble 
Hovrlett 
Davis 
Dilly~ C.N. 

F/c· Valachos P ,J. 

F/Lt. Fr y 
P/ 0 • Hutton, T. 

(D.F ,C. ) 
11 2 S (J_dn. 
112 Sg_dn. 
112 S<J.dn. F/ 0 Garside 

P/0 Hamilt on (Hurricane Sqdn) 

F/Sgt, Ca"f.'ter 
Cpl. Lyne 

Last heard of proceeding tcn 1'·lE031\P.A 

::..., l a in, 20/5/11-1, 

) Lust heard of on ocach l 1/(i/ 41 • 

) 

Fitt . 1. 0 
W ,E . :M. 

./cont' a. 



R.A,F . Stati on, i:ERI\KLION. 

:MISSING ( cont ' d) ·-

Cpl. Findley 
Cpl. Hobbs 
Cpl . C-r iffi t h s 
A/Cpl . Crawfor d 
LAC , King 
LAC . ':ia.lln.ce 
LAC • S novrd.en 
LAC Greening 
LAC Cha ndler 
LA.C ,Duff 
LAC Jolmstone 
LAC Dunlop 
I.AC Stevenson 
LAC Boag 
L.i\.C 11earas 
LAC ri n.l ters 
LAC Jones 
IAC Liddle 
LAC ~ialker 
LAC Cunli ffe 
Cpl, Bayes 
AC Addison 
AC Craggs 
AC Hoods 
AC Hudoon 
AC Lumsden 
AC Sca les 
AC Woolley 
AC Bishop 
AC Foster 
AC Lonsdn.le 
AC I'n.ddock 
AC Allen 
AC Erovm 
AC Ha ce 
AC Sken 
Sgt. Fal kner 
Sg :; . 0akley 
Sg ; . Wheelan 
Sgt. viebb 
Sgt. Dav,son 
Sgt. 1.in. tkins 
LAC Reed 

Page •• .32. 

H.E.U. @ 
F/Arm. 0 
Fitt.I 0 
F/R i gg @ 
F i t , IIE @ 
Elect,II Q 

Arm!:'. 
ACH(GG) 
DMT 

II 

P/ Mec:h @ 
F i t t . Iill @ . 

F/Hech@ 
F/Ri gg 0 

II @ 

II @ 

I/~ep. (!) 
Pi t t .IIE 
1:VRi gg G 
Yi/Op 
.A,C,.H. 

II 

D, .,_I , T. 
II 

II 

II 

II 

F'/RiO'a@ 
00 

A. C, E , 
II 

II 

Fi t t IIA <'ll 
II 

F/Uech 
Yl/Op 

II 

:'::'ilot 
II 

Navigator 
W/Op 

" 
II 

@ 

@ Last heard of on beach near TTI-JBA.IG on 1/6/4-1. 

Prisoners of ,;ar. 

F/0 Barne-tt 
r/ o i3artley 
F/ 0 Ree s 
AC Crumvrell 

112 Sqdn. 
112 Sc1dn. 

No. 24 3qttadron - SA.AF . 

Returned to EC':'C:--""r • - 2 Airmen, 

Prisoners of ·.rar. 

Lt. Ford 
11/Lt. G-i ll 

SAAF . 
SAAF . 

l 
) 

Taken aboard I talian subrrarine 
2/ t/41,. 
Believed prisoners of war 

)Taken prisoner aboard 
)Itn.lian subnarine, 2/6/41, 

./cont' d. 
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Returned 
to fa~Yi>':!.' 

Casual ties in Total 1/J 
Battle of CRE'l'E Casualti~ 

Headquarters, R.A.li' . CRETE 
( and Operations Room, CAFEA) 

Port Detachment, SUDA :3AY . 

No. 45 Squadron, ( 1 a/ c crew) 

RETTivlO 

No. 252 A,l':I.E. S. 

iviALEL~ ( 0 ,C. ) 

No. 30 Squadron 

A. Ii .7i.D. 

No. 3 3 Squadron 

Ho. 220 A,:.LE.S. 

No . 230 Sq_uadron Detachment 

BERAKLION ( i ncluding 1.12 Sqdn) 

No. · 24 Squadron, S .A.A.F. 
(1 a,/o ·crew) 

GP.AND "i.'OT.bL : .. 

1,0t;q June_,_ 1 941 • 

, 
9 95 9.,_ 

· .. ,.) ;'r· 

17 1 18 ½s 
1 2 3 67/ 

10 10 100}s 

39 17 56 3q/ 

1 1 100,', 

48 70 11 8 6o;s 

3 3 _1oq·r, 

59 52 111 47;~ 

37 14 51 27/ 

8 8 

64 76 ·11f-1 58/: 

2 2 4 50;:; 

361 257 618 4Z.( 
' . 

------------------------------------------------

Group Captain, 
Officer Cornma;.1ding , 

Roial Air ~orce. CRETE. 



Enclosure .-A" to r epor t on "AIR OPERATIONS 
IN CRETE . 

DETAI LED SIGNALS REPORT . 

R .A. F. CRETE . 

SECRET . 

PERIOD I 7TH APRI L TO 3I ST NIAY, I 94I 

Introduct i on . 

Prior to the above per i od , it was i ntended t hat 
Crete shoul d be used as a base for "Z" Wing oper at i ons 
against the Dodecanese . 

For the " Z" Wi ng pl ans i t was dec i ded t hat Her aldion 
s hould be t he Headquarter s . At t his unit ther e was already 
in exis t ence t hr ee· medi um power t ransmi t t er s carrying out the 
foll owi ng ser vices :-

(a) Poi nt to poi nt , Headquarters , R.A. F., Mi ddl e East, 
and Headquarte r s , Br itish Forces, Gr eece , on 9230 
Kcs day and 46I5 Kcs night. 

{b) H.F . D/F on 6500 Kc s . 

{c) M.F . Beacon on var yine frequencies. 

Apart f r om two A.M.E.S . St ations, no other wirel es s 
facilities exi s t ed on the island . 

2. Wit h the German i nf i l t r ation i nt o t he We s t er n Deser t 
and the f or eseen collarse of the Gr eok f ront, "Z," Wing was 
disbanded and t he def ence of Cr ete became of fir st priori ty . 
On l ?th April, 1 941 , VJ'ing Commander G . R. Beamish was appointed 
to command , wit h A/S½. ·.:1dr on Leader G .H.F .Hurs t as Chi ef Si gnal s 
Officer. 

3. On arrival i n CRETE on 17th April, t he only addit i onal 
signals equipment ava i l able wa.s t hat which had been c ollec +,ed 
for "Z" Wing operations . 

4. Tel ephone c ommuni cations on t he i s l and was lir:1i ted 
to one operational l ine bet ween CANEA and HERAKLION; an addi t.:.. ...,~. ~ 

line was in course of cons t r ucti on . MALEME , 252 A.Nr.E . S . and 
220 A.M.E. S . wer e linked to the oper ations Centre also by one 
direct line. No duplication was possible through shortage of 
material, part i cularly t el ephone i nstruments . 

The whole t el ephone syst em was most i neffi cient ; 
speech was bad , congest i on of traffic delayed calls , and hi gh 
winds caused breaks i n communi cat ions . In fact tel ephone 
commurnication could not be r elied on. 

5 . I t was now dec i ded that Headquarter s R.A.F. s houl d 
be establis hed at CANEA near Ar my Headquar ter s , and on the 
night of arriual a pack set was installed and communicat i ons 
with Headquarters, R.A.F. Mi ddl e East was established on 8078 
Kc s day and 4054 Kcs ni ght. 

6. From t his da te , I7th April, I 94I, commences the 
signal s s t or y in det a i l . 

. /cont . . 
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18th April , 

7, On the 18th April, as it was realised that telephone 
communications were poor and wourd be · the most easily sab­
otaged installations on the Island, pack ·sets were installed 
and opened up on a frequency of 3310 Kcs., chosen for its 
good day and night rGsults; communication be ing established 
with 220· and 252 A.M.E .S .. , MALEIIIB , HERAKLION, and Ifoadq_uarters, 
C.ANEA. RETIMO was added to this frequency the following day 

.. • when a s i gnals detachment was . despatched to this l anding ground • 
. ' / _. - . - . - . . . 

19th April . 

8~ S/S 11Durnana", originally bourud for GREECE, was diverted 
to SUDA BAY, and 560 packing cases of various classes of 
equipnent were unloaded and conveyed to a s i te under olive trees 
about .1t?2 • mi les from SUDA. Every one of these cases was 
examined in an eager oea::-ch for wirel ess and electrical . equip­
ment. The following i tc;ms were found , q_uickly transferred, 
and put into use: -
(a) One P.E. power unit, part of a well equipped photo-
graphic lorry. (This was the only auxil iary power on the 
Island, and undoubtedly saved the signals situation. It 
was treated with extreme care and ran for hundreds of hours}. 

(b } Two T.1087 transmitters. 

( C) One Remote Control Panel, Type 3. 

(d ) Two metal rectifiers for charging . 

( e ) Heavy batteries. 

(f ) Miscellaneous i t ems. 

9. One T.I087 was i nstalled and came into oper ation on 
R/T as soon as val ves could be flown out from EGYPT. It 
proved its worth within a few hours in the control of fighter 
aircraft, all of which were ordered to revert to one fr0quency, 
i.e. 5450 Kcs. 

Power supply at first proved a little difficul t as it 
was unwise to keep the only auxiliary set wor king continuously. 
I t was known that the town had a 3-phase suppl y, but the admin 
istrative work necessary to get this installed woul d have taken 
days, so it was done without authori ty. It is hoped t hat the 
CRETANS are not still looking for an enormous unbalanced load 
on two phases. 

10. The metal r ectifiers were worth their weight in gold. 
NrALEME had no power for their starter troll eys and at times 
these two rectifiers were giving an output of 90 ~~~es at 
36 vol ts. No charging boards were available, but coi ls of · 
D.3 cabl e were wound and proved excel lent as resistan~es . 
The A.:rmy had 400 miles of D. 3 or D.8 on the Island, and none 
of it was put to better use. • 

11 . Four T.7? transmitters and other equi pment ex S/S 
"Dumana!!.-wcr e r eturned to CAIRO. 
Personnel . 
12. The personnel problem was ever present and the section 
had little r est, but they worked t he ir 12 or 16 hours a day 
uncomplainingly and it is not possible to speak too highly of 
their good work. Communication with Headquarters , R.A.F. 
•,\ .... , 

. /cont ... 
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Middle East , was :maintai ned throughout the whole period , 

often under the mos t t r ying and difficult conditi ons . 

On 24th April, Signals personnel ar rived ex GREECE , and 

one s enior N .C. O. and three airmen aslced to be post ed to 

CRETE . This Gased the s ituation s omewhat . 

13. On 26th April, a Type X was r eceived and put into 

oper ati on . 

14. HER!illiION transmitting and reccivinc; stations were 

heavily bombed . Equipment for tunately was not damaged and 

was moved into caves . 

15 . It was decided by the Officer Com:rw.nding that it was 

far too dange r ous to keep Headquarter s i n t hG Town , and a new 

Headquarters s ite was chosen and speedily er ecte d under the 

pr ot ection of the cl iffs into which Headquarters moved on 

12th May . The fact thn.t Signals wanted nec1rly ha.l f of this 

nevr accomnodat j_on was a little upsetting at the tine , but the 

Officer CoE!I'.lancli ng supported his Signals Section in every 

way poss ible , and we cventunlly took over f our out of the 

nine dug- outs cons t r ucted~ 

Security Heasures . 

16 . It had nov: b ~ome obvious that the enemy were det-

e r mined t o capture C . ..:.:TE by an airborne attack , and t ho 

Officer Cori.rn.andi ng satisfied himsel f that everythinG possible 

had been done to ensure the r ap i d destruction of all S. a.nd C. 

Publica tions t h r oughout t he Units in CRETE if an emergency 

ar ose . Althoue h 5 incinerators were ready at Headquarters 

and s uffici ent a t other Units , it was thought that it would 

still t ake too l ong t o destroy the huge nw.11ber of books hel d . 

Headq_uarte r s R.A. .F . Mi c1dlG East was signalle d r egarding t his 

and agr eed that many should be r eturne d . The Chief Si gnals 

Offic er, who r2ade repeat ed inspee·tions of all units , v i s ited 

MALEI\1E and ins tructed the Senior Cypher Officer to r et1.;.::-n all 

surpl us, which wa.s done ; but unfortunately, although at ever y 

other Unit f ul l de s truction was effected , MALEME books v'or e 

all eventually captured by t he oneny , the Cypher Officer 

thinking t ha t the raid was just anot her bonbing attack, when 

in fact , aft er this attack , hundreds of par &chutist s descen ~r ~ 

around the Headquarters building . 

17. On 16th Ivio.y ~ the Headquarter s Camp s i to wa.s bombed , 

One signals N.c. o ., Cpl Brown , who had done excellent wor k , 

was killed , one Si £;nals Cor poral and two operators wer e 

s l i ghtly injured . 

18 . On the 18th May, the Chief Signal s Offic er visited 

RETIMO and HERAKLION . While a t RETIMO , one M.E. 110 c ircled 

leisurely ar ound t he; ' drome . It was consider ed t hat the W/T 

set anc1 per sonnel, wt .i ch ha d been l oca t ed in a house near t he 

landing gr ound , should be noved t o a pl a ce of gr eater s ecuri t y, 

and the Officer Conrn.anding agr eed t o this. The s e t vms 

subsequently locz.,t c • near Army def ensive positions under c ::. .• 

of olive gr ovGs . 

At HERAKLION, it was not i ced that full pr eparations 

wer e being ma de t o get t he transmitters working in the caves , 

but i nc o-ssant dive bomb i ng and ma.chino gunning held up t he 

GREEK wor kmen ·who wer e ins t all in(!; power. This power install­

ation was never complet ed , a s , on 20th I\-fay , the invasion 

started , t housands of par achutis t s be ing dr opped a t key points . 

HER4.KLION s uspended H.:G . D/F and M.F . Beacon s ervices, o.nd 

c ontinuGd point t o point on pa.ck s ets. 

. /cont . . 
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19. The Chiof Signals Officer r e turned to Headquo.rtors 

Cil.NEA, on 1 9tp: l.fay . 

20 . When the parachutists a rrived , it wa s decided t o 

destroy the ma j ority of s . o.nd C. Publico.tions , retaining 

one set SD . 045/3 and M.E . Tabl e No . 3 , a l so "V" Syko co.rds ; 

but when o. little l o.ter s ix gliders l o.ndcd behind Headquarters , 

SD.045/3 and Tabl e we~: destroyed and Syko r etained . 

Unfortunately, this ws.s compromi sed o.t MALEME , but in an 

endeavour to provi de a little security one card wo.s cut i nto 

8 pieces and a scramble a rranged us ing only seven pi ece s of 

card. This wo.s only fo r con.·1mnico.tion wi th HERAKLION. 

Lat er , Hoadc1 uart ers R . A .F . Middle East , forwo.rded 

one set of books, though v·~ borr owed I .D. Cypher from t he, 

Army . This we after- • • dt;!'-.:f ound had been compromised , s o 

the · M.E . Table was used until the final day . 

2I. On the 22nd May, an Army D.R. informed us that R . J .. F . 

RETIMO, was keeping a rece iving wo.tch only ; t hi s was s ub­

sequently confirmed by portable Navo.l W/T Set . It is net 

known why the trans::-.1i tter was not working , but it is assumed 

that this was damaged by eneny act ion . A new charging set 

had just been supplied to this Station . 

22. On the 23rd May , the Officer Co:r:nnanc1ing hoped to get 

a landi nc; strip viror ki ng on l,1ASS,:Lq,.:,_ PL.\TT , and a senior H. C. O 

and party were to proceed with a pacl-:: sot . Thi s was cancell ed 

as HER\ICLION r eport ed t hat they had s ont out a pe1.ck set, al so 

informati on was r eceived tho.t the roo.d between C.ANEA and HERAKLION 

was held by the ene1:1y for a.bout 2000 yards , so spnres could not 

be s ent fro□ Headquarter s . 

23. Early on the 24th Mo.y , i ntGnsi ve dive bombing attaclrn 

ut CANEA c or.unGnded , an l on this day the Amy Headq_uurtors moved 

at very short notic e t o a position four miles east of SUDA 

BAY. R.A .F. Headquarters a ccompanied then l nt er . 

24. On thG 25th I,Iuy , ElANEA wa s being heavily bombed, und 

the Officer Cormmnding ordered n nove to a pos ition thr ee 

riiles frori Vi"lMOS , and stated that a s much equipment as poss­

ible should be t r ansferr ed . ~11 ni ght, the Si gnal s Section 

worked continuously tra.:porting pack sets , two T.108? Trans­

mitters, Power Tr ail e r and St ores , arriving on new s ite 0530 

hours only t o find that a further movo wo.s necessary, ai,d it 

was onl y possibl e t o drag the T.108? transmitter s off t he 

lorries and smash them,, i ncluding Power Tro.iler and Rectifiers . 

As the possibility of such an occurrence happening had boon 

visualised, every battery hnd been collected nnd kept fully 

charged as i t was r ealised that once the power supply and 

rectifier s had to be l eft behind, our pack sets wore entirel y 

dependent on batteries . These batteries kept us going for t he 

l ast fi vo days . 'rhc only small char e:;ing set available was 

handed ovor to the adva nced party (se c next par a .) 

25 . On t he 26th f:J1ay 1 the Off iccr Commandint; decided tho.t 

the najori ty of R . A .F. personnel should move to SPAHKIA fr or:1 

our position near V.A.:MOS . Ono seni or N.C.O. and majority or · 

Si cnals pcr sonnGl vii th a pac}: s et and charging engine acc omin.­

anied the nain party . On arrival of the r oar pQrty at SP.UIKIA 

on t he 28t h Mo.y , it was found tha.t this R .. A.F . s e t was handling 

traffic f or the 3 Ser vices , which it c ontinued to do v;i th 

s uccess . The set subsequently brought a l ong by t he r oar 

party was handed over to t ho Navy for use on the Admiral' s wave 

of 4205 Kcs . The r ear par ty moved to join Headquarters aft er 

t he advanced party had moved off. 
./cont .. 
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26 . One night only was spent with Army Hcadq_uarters under 

tree s at thi s now s ite , and the next day the Army , Navy and 

Air Force left i n convoy fo r SP.AH1ITA, arriving on 28th May . 

The R.A.F. stopped through M.T. f a ilure a t a pl ace about 

16 miles fron SPAHKIA and opened up c ol!II!lunica tion l ater on 

moving during daylight t o caves near the s ea . 

27. On the 28 t h and 29th May, many messages of vital 

importance wer e cleared by R.A.F. signals , which was the only 

wireless link avai lable . Having had nothing but Most Ir.nn.edia t es, 

Emergencies , or I mmodi a t cs , f or s o l ongit was r efreshing when 

finally on t he 29th all traffic was cleared and Hoo.dq_uartor s , 

R.A.F. Micldl o Eo.st passed through an "OrdinCtry" . 

28 . A skel eton Signals party r emained behind to maintain 

comnunciati ons t o the 1nst minute . They finally l eft by 

Flying Boat about mi dnight 30th r.ra.y . 

2 9. The R.A.F. s et ·1,as then handed over t o the Navy f or 

continued use and f in: .. J. disposal . 

Signals Lessons. 

30 . So well have Signals , iu.,. general, per fec t ed their 

or ganization , t hat there is little t o be l earned from 

experiences i n CRETE , probably one of the nost difficult 

countries in t he world fron a Signals poiil.nt of view,, wher:1 

continually on the move , owin6 to high mounta ins and impassabl e 

roads; but t wo points are worthy of note : 

(i) G.P . Sets, light in themselves, nust be contained in 

light r obust cases . Of the two set s 1"1oved to SP.AHKIA 

in the final stage , one was in a light cas e and easily 

handled, the ot he r was conta i ned in a heavy case and 

proved most difficult t o manhandl e down a mile or cliff 

f a ce . .h.dditionally when eneny action r estricts movenent 

on roads to night only i t is necessar y to have some 

r eadily transportabl e unit so that the set can be taken 

away from t he r oads and the stati..m s et up in a compari t­

i vely secure position . 

(ii) A r:iore efficient f orr.1 of portabl e chargi ng sot is most 

desir abl e . Such a set must be r eadily transportable 

and should comprise two charging circuits. 

3r d June , I94I. 

(Sgd ) G.H.HURST. 

Squo.c1r on Loader 
Cliicr-si gnals· • orr icer·; 
Royal Air Force , CRETE. 



Encl os ur e; "B". t o r eport on "!i.I R OPERATIONS 

I N CRETE " 

REPORT ON ATTACK 01~ 7TH GENERAL HOSPI T.AL, 

NEAR C.i'Jm~\ CRE'l'E . 

SECRET. 

1. On the mor ning of Tuesday , 2 0t h May , 1 941, a.t appr c :i r.ia t nl y 

0430 hour s , t he 7th Gener a l Hospi to.l Vi.J.S ci.tta cl-:.od by a l arge 

numbGr of enemy a i r c r aft . Th<:: Hos pital was di v e bonbed a.nd 

r:i.achi ne gunned. unt i l ab out 1030 hours . • 

2 . About this tine s hot s wer 0 hea.r d b e i ng f ired in the 
hospita l e;r ounds . '11hey wor e f r om gun s of enemy troops which 
i t V-13..S a ft e rward s l oa::-nt v,c r e dr oppect by pa r a ch"...1t e . La t e r , 

GEill'L\l'J t r oop s en t e r ed t he t ent s and or a.or c d ci.11 ( about 300 ) 

p a tients t o line up on t he ni'.. i n road of the hospit a l; only ver y 

ser i ous cases bc in6 e l l owGd to r ema i n in nu.-rnbe r one wo.r d . 1U l 

patient s we re dr e s s e d i n pyjanas or h osp i t a l blue ; a nu.':lb or had 

n o shoe s or slippe rs . 

3 . Vfoon we v1e r e line G. up and a l l t he t ents had been s e a rched, 

t he r od c r os s flag and t 11G Uni on J ack vmr e haul ed down and the 

GEPJJAN Swast i ka h oi s t e d . 'rhi s was do.no by about 20 GERMf.u'J troops . 

4... We wor e t he n rac.:.: .. :hod out of the h os p i to.l on the mai n 

C.f'I..NEA - :tvlALEME r oad , o.nd i n t o a woocl t wo or t hr e e hundr ed ya r ds 

away . We wer e made t o s it i n a n open par t of t he v..rood without 

tin h e lmet s . When c ne:::-1y a i rcraft came l ow over us we put 
our ho.nds i n the a.ir t o show t hat wo w0r o prisoners of War. 

5 . I n t h is pa.rt of the wood t horo wns a BRI TI SH army r 8.tion 

dump . The GERr1AJ.1\JS e;a.vc u s f ood fr o11. this , - b i s c uits ancJ. cheese . 

Vva t or was dr awn f r on a near by wol l . 

6 . Lat e r v-10 we r e or de r e d t o move on t h r ough the wood ia f r ont 

of tho GERMANS . We di d so until et BRITI SH t ank wa s s potted i n 

a c l oa rin £; . The t a nk was , howeve r , he l pl ess wi th us i n f r ont 

of t ho en emy a nd s o it moved on . 

7 . We carried on aga in until we ea.me to a r oad whe r e wo wor e 

rn3.do to s t op whil e a s c out was s ent out to v erify t ha t t he way 

wo.s clea r . This done , we moved on unt il we came t o a r athe r 
t hin par t of t he wood. whor e we wer e made to lio down f l a t. 

8 . Wo lay hor e for s0110 t i me , a nd saw one of our patrols 
c omi ng t owa r ds us. Th6y s t opped about 75 yar ds away a.n d set 
up a Br en gun . 

9 . Unfor t uno.t oly t he mon of t he pat r ol knew t hat t he e nemy 

was i n this par t of t he wood , but not that 300 pa.tients f r om 

t he h ospita l , novv prison er s , w0r o a l so t her e . The i r f i r s t 

burst of fire kill ed seve r a l pa tien ts . At thi s point an 
AUSTRALLUJ Ma j or vvho wns one of us , s t ood up a.nd s h oute d 
d.i rect i oEJS t o the p ... : t; ,~;-:-1. .:~t e:r about a qua r t e r of a n hour 

of fir ing over our hc n:.s , t he en emy was pushe d bac lc i nto t ho 
po.rt of t h e wood t h r ough whic h we had j u s t c ome . 

1 0 . Wo ·wai:bed for s ov or a l minutes and t hen we n o.de of f t owa rds 

t he hill s and t o tho a r t i l l e ry :posi ti01 wher e wo roma i ned 1.mtil 
about 2330 h ours . ( 20/ 5 ) 

./cont ... 
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11. At this t iric we walked by road t o the BRITISH troop 
positions just outs i de CA.If.EA where/ vm stayed duri ng tho 
rema inder of thG n i ght of the 20th· o..nd until ab out 2100 hours 
on the 2Ist . We then moved back to t he h ospital and into 
caves on the shore. We r emained her e during tr:o night of the 
2Ist o.nd on thG da y of the 22nd , until 2100 hrs w:ton we vmrc 
instructed t o novo back into the tents of which t he hospital 
proper consisted. 

12. On objecting to r Gturning to the wards wo were t ol d that 
since no trcatrient could be g i ,·cn ovvil'lg to loss of supplies -
t hose wGro belie•;ed to ha v G be en burnt by the GERMANS - we hud 
permission to r c joi ru our Units. 

13 . )1.bout sixty of us : ::., de a party , and with s i x r i fles supplied 
by thG hospita l crnthori ties nadc oui:' vray to CA.NE.A. 

14. From there the othe r airman , A. C. Troasurc and mysql f made 
our wo:y to R .. LF . E. (l. 1:vhe r G we arrived. nt about 0300 hrs on 
the 22nd I.Tay . 

H. D. HUNTER . Cpl. 
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Enclosure 11C 11 t o report on "~'.;.IR OPERATI01!S 

in CRETE . 11 

REPORT BY PTT,OT QEFI.CT-l!B OBGWTHEB, ·-NG·.·· 30 SQ.II4DROIJ··CU,T <"PEE ;\T11
, n:s-

ON NIALEME AERODROME . HAY 20TH,l 941 . 

PREPAR.:'i.TIONS AGAINST ATTACK . 

We had· been warned by Co:r:rrnander BEALE R. N., Officer 
Co:mri1anding , 1'.1A.LEME , several days before Hay 20th that an attempted 
invasion by airborne troops was more than pr obable and tha.t 
s uch an attenpt would be procedcd by heavy bombi ng and gr ound 
straffl.ng . Under his direction personnel of 30, 3~ nnd 805 
Squadrons approached the Now Zealanders who formed the local 
Army Garrison :i.nd t ogether worked out a pl an for the conti~uous 
manning of the defensive positions overlooking the river . It 
was agreed that be tween 0430 hours and 0?00 hours which w:i.s 
considered the dnnGer peri od the forces on gr ound be increased . 
Personnel not posted. to r~ dcfensi vo position v.rhcn the "stand t o" 
sounded wer e t o stand by a s reserves i n the r ear a t the top end of 
a sheltered cully. 

On the north side of the hill facing the aerodrome slip 
trenches had been dug and r1.:l.ch ine- r,un posts est ablished . 
Browninc; , Lmvis and. Vickers guns were mounted and manned by 30 
and 33 Squadrons . ~11 ranks had been issued with either Lee Enf i eld 
rifles- or revolvers and i,,vi t:t 50 rounds of a:iill:lUni tion apiece . 
Constant inspection at all hours of tho day and night were CQrried 
out to ensur e tha t tha 1;1en wor e on the alert and that no sur i"lrise 
attack might bo succ es::.:ful . Ther e wer e 10 Bof or [suns row-;.u 
the perimeter of the aerodrome ,rnd one soction of 3 11 guns on 
the top of the hill , c:.nd on its north s ide four 4" lli..1..Val guns 
ha.d been nounted as u defense agains t sea- borne invaders . 

At 0430 hours on May 20th , the dofonco officers (S/Ldr. 
HOVfELL, Officer Corun~nding , No . 33 Squo.dron and Pilot Officer 
CROWTHER , Co!'.1.~a.nding 30 Squadron Detachmcntj, inspected all 
positions, and s a tisfi ed thcr.iscl vos tha t OV'}r~ono was on the 
alert. A second inspection wo.s ca rried out at 0600 hours . 

·At 0?00 the hlar n was sounded and within c f ew ri.inute s very 
severe and proloncec1 bombinc of t he def onso positions started . 
The Bofor crews as tho r esult of' susto.ined bombing and machino 
gunning n.tte.cks during the pae t seven days , were by this tir.1c 
a.lr.iost com.pl<:tely unnerved. , and on this particular mor ning soon 
gave up firi ng . One Bof' ors gun was s oon t o go into action o.gain 
but the shooting was r a t her inaccurate . While the Camp wa.s 
being bo:mo-ed, enony fighters ma.de prolonged riachi no gun attacks 
on the Bofors positions ~nd inflicted heavy casualties . Later 
in the day one Bof ors ~~- ·1as soon in action, but tho shooting 
vms rather inaccurCJ.tc . 11.t the sa.rio tirie th0ro was intcnsi vo 
gr ound straffing of troops over a Wida area i n the locality. 
These attacks l asted f or two hours , with the result that tho 
rter -vusaf our men bocaao r 11gged, and that intended reinforc emcntr; 
noving t owards t ho aerodr ome wer e unable to do so. A full0r 
eff£ct of the bonbing wa.s t hat the :r.ien kept their heads down and \ 
failed t o notice t he first parachutists dr opping. This pa r t icularly ) 
applied t o t hose which l anded South West of tho aorodror:ie sheltered 
by hil ly country. Gliders wer e . already soon c:r ashed in t he river 
bod on tho west side of the a erodrone and had apparently boor: 
dropped at the same tiric . They h:id been cut off from tho troop 
carriers with the object of trying to eff ect a landing in the 
river bod i n strength. Thor a was no opposition to then exc 0pt 
f r om two R .. A .. F . Lowis guns which kept firi=ie; throughout th8 l anding . 

.. ./cont .. 
~~ . . ,• 
• 
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the hil l side wero being s ub jected t o po r s istont ground str~ffing 
fr.am e. very low height. Tl1e GER1'/iA.1"\fS wcro able to profit by 
the spa re time o.llowecl t hor-1 to assembl e trench motars a nd fi ul d 
guns which l a ter i n tho n orning proved s o deadly and which 
was instru:mental in driving our men bo.ck. 

Meanwhile, troop ca rrying airer.af t wor e lc.nding a.long I 
tne beach nt intervals of 100 yards. They o.pponred to land 
successfully in t ho most limi tcd s pa~JO , and t he onomy did n ot 

. seem to min.d whether they c ould take off again or not. At 
100.st 8 a ircraft wore soon crashed i n this way. None of those 
aircro.ft did take off o.e;ain to r.iy knowlodgl.. . . 

rrhorci wn.s obvi ousl y close co- opi:na.tion between t he 
GERM!J{ aircraft ancl t he pato.chutists ... Roi nf orc Oi"'l.Onts were 
not uroppod indiscriminately. Aftor t he f i rst pQrachutist 
ho.d l a.ndod., n. ca r eful survey of the surroun<linr; country was 
made and furthe r t r oops wore onl y dropped at parts indicate d 
by signal s from the cround . The suc ce ss of the ir continual 
l)hot-roc onna.i sso.nces i n pr ovi d i ng first class naps of the country 
they wcro occupying wo.s a thorn in our s i do . 

A systcr.1 of vcrc: s i gno.l s was usc cl by c1.ay 
to show a ircraft t he pos j_ tion of GER11.:·.N forces . 
"Vict ory of Gr occe 11 i r1 r ed , wlli to and yell ow ( crnd 
Flag ) wc To o.lso used. to sic;rw.l to o.i rcro.ft . 

a nd night 
FlrtgS 1;w.rlccd 
tho Nazi 

At the beginning of the att'.lck I reached the pre-c.rrnnged 
position referred to above, a.t the rear of t he HEW Z..E'A.L.AND troops 
o.n d remnJ.necJ there during the morning . 
It was h.Gro tho.t I gathe r ed n hanclf:J.1 of mon and obtc. inod ,1 

hold; the men on the deq) dug- outs o;:1 that side had not 1::i:,con 
warned of the :-i.ppr oach of·po.r o.chuto troops . After mopping up 
the parachute troops here, we di scover ed that tho onony ho.d ob­
tained u foothold on the eastern s i de of the aorodrorno, actually 
above t he c runp . We c;nthorea. 30 HEW ZL\.LAND troops who n.ppoo.roo. 
to b e without any l eader, o.nd with :ny hanc:.ful of R.A.F. threo, 
c ount e r o. ttncks were made , a.nc1 v,c succeeded i n r e-ta.king the sumrfli t. 
Throuehout this perioc1 ,ve were subjected to sovore ground straf'f'-
in(; by M.E. 109s. 'I1ho 8nom.y ' s e.r mW1cnt at thi~, stci.[;e WCl.S very 
s uperior to ours , nflnely, troncl";. motars , ho.!ld gr enades, tor.my 
guns c.-nd smnll field guns. One par ticula.rly objectionable 
forn of aggressi on ·was by petrol bombs . TLeso hurs t in the 
undergr owth and encircled us with a ring of flar,1e s. 

At t his ti~~10 wo tried to obtc.in c ontac t v,i th tho r cnn.indor 
of No. 30 Sq_uadron personnel , cut off at th0 b ottom of t he 
VQlley by the side of t r.1.e Cc.a:1p, i n order to wi th,lraw them to more 
secure p ositi ons on ths slopes overlooki ng the aorocl.rome . Tho 
time was now about 1400 hours . The enemy- drove our men who ho.d 
been taken prisoners i n f r ont of them us i ng t hem as a protective 
screen. A sign of f :,l t , r ing on their part was rewnrded with a 
shot in t he back. Our : ' .. -n were very r elucto.nt to open fire 
and g ra.duo.ll y go.ve gr ound. . A smci.11 party of R .A.F. succeeded 
in outflanking them on one side, o.nd I o.nd a 11andful of 1\lEVl 
ZEJJ,A.ND troops on the ot her werG 8.bl e to sni po the GERMlNS 
in the rea r and succeeded thereby in r uleas i~g at lon.st 14 
prisoners. 

Towards the cl.ose of the dny we di sc over ed tho.t our 
c om.-nunica tions with our forces in rear hn.d. been cut, and 21.'ter 
a.n unsuccessful a.dvance me1.de by our two "I" t anks, we decid.: 'l t o 
wi thd.rnw under cover of d.G.r lmess, i n orde r t o t ake up positions 
with the 23rcl Batt.a.lion of the NEVv ZEJU.,PJ-JD forces. Durin.e the 
next morning we were unsucc essful i n locating t hem o..nd hnd t_::, 

./cont .• 
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·withdr aw from our c over uncl0r he .'.lvy a.e r inl E'.t t :-i.cl:- f~~::-nnot he:r 
3 miles \'Ther e wo .:1t l ci.st n o.de c ont a ct. 

Thr ouc:;~1<.1ut t he d.n.y we held. t ho l oft fl c.n:: of a ric1ge 
n.nd /J.S even ing :1ppro3.c hccl t oo!c up new p ositi ons in a gully en 
Q hill si c-:.e . He re , Col . -~llen , a fter c onsul t .:.~.t i on wi th t he R .~·1. .F . Off icors , dec i de d our r.10n r:e;e de d a r est . Un.for t una t e l y , we we:re un.:i.b l c t o cont ac t the 5tl'~ Bric;:.1dc , as on cG mor o t he ener:iy ha d cut u s off . A acss(lgo was pr ep::-.r e d by Lieut. Sut t on , R . i·J . t o bo t cd ;:en t o RuLli' . Heo.dquo..rtc :cs , C. ~:~:.CA , r cpeut c d t o t he Naval Office r i n 
Cha.r r;o , SUDs'>. BAY, and v ol , ::-:teers were callec"t f or , to wi t 0ne Office r an d on e a i r n an , t o t ake thi□ me s s uac . I, t ogether with 522638 
La c Cooper , s t a r t ed off .:.t l GOO hours a.na. r eached 5t h BriE;ade 
Hea.dqua.r t e rs i n 2, v i lL.1.c;e s.b out hnl f - wny be t ween O,'J'IB..'\. and Mii.LEIIS nft e r hazurdous detou r bet ween sni p inc ene::-1y piq_uets. I l c..t c r 
11r oc e e dod t o ijQ .. R:J.P CJJ:-IEA, and o.r r i v ed. t hor e ut 093·0 hour s 0:1 
t h e 23r c1 ]fay . 'l1110 rest of the Squa.dron f ollov;ed t ho nex t d .:-~y , ~~b out 30 strong . 

( Sr,d) R . I: . CROWTrJER . 

t:.tb9~_2f£~£~E.!. 
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Enclosu r e . "Dn to report on "ll..IR OPER.ATIDHS 

I N CHE'fi;; . 

REI'O.RT ON AT'I'.ACK Oli' l·JULL:i:10~ BY AIRBORNE TROOPS 
by 

F /0 Woodwa rd, Ho . 33 Sq_u~--..dron . 

1. It wns a1~ran~·c(: t lmt 33 and ~O Squadron personnel 
woulcl sto.nd t o wj_th a. l cc. .!l Z Drirnde fr om 0530 to 0700 hours 
co.cl:. morning v.ri th a view of a ssistinc; them ii:.'. resistinc an 
c.t t a.c1-:: by pnr e.chuti s ts by fillinc in t heir casnn 1 ties . Thi s 
c.:.rr G~1s ei·1ent c1id not c0me into effect c,s t he preli r.1inury bombin.c; 
nttnc}: stc:rte0. ect npproxin.ately 0730 h ours when brco.kfq.st nnd 
norn.o.l wor1-c ho.d sto.rtoc1 o.nd personnel wer e s~;read o.11 ovor t t .e 
C3.,.'np • 

2. 'rhe a ttack commenc,e d with intens:L ve bombing of the ,\ 
peri1ncter of t he Qerodr ono b y wav os o:f heavy bombers for n 
p e r iod of ono hour. This '.vns fol l mvod <:l.irectly by wo.ves of JU I 
52s ec roppir.r.; pnr o.chutists nnct t owinc Gl i cLcrs; so:,~e I.LE. 110s i 
were a lso seen towinc Gliders . Th0 Glid.ors l n.ndect mn.inly 8..;.' 0 1J.nd. 
the perime ter of the landing 6 round , in the river bed west of 
MJ;T,:r:r-'iE nerodrone ::irnl on th(3 be nches. 'l1:r1G mnin c oncontrntions 
of p ::tr r.i.chutists 3.ppea red • t o b e clr opped up the river becl to the 
south ctnd vreDt of I,IAl..EL'iE , the rerinil1d.0r beinQ; scc.ttore<l over o. 
lo.rge a reo. south o.nd east t ,.Jwu1~ds CAl'm/ 1. . Po.r uchut ists continuod. 
to ci.rop in wnves i n -~he o.b ovc n entioned arc1.s from 0830 hours 
to ~1_pproxi~a.tely 1200 hours . ::Jurinf; thL3 period ~tircruft were 
continually fl y ing over the a roa. . 

3. F i chtinc and snip i nc; t ook pL "cce a J.l day between our 
troop s ::i.ncl t ho ene,--ty in the vicinity of' the a erocl.rone. At 
approximt~toly 1500 h ours the m:m,-r;~Ns seemed to be getting t h e 
upper ha nd r e i n.forccn cnt::; evic.entl;;r c oming in from their 
c on:.centro..tions :-.\ few n ile :.· Vv'G s t o:r t ::.e aerodr ome . W0 were 
driven b 2-ck but hold. i'ir1tly t o t l'w t 0p of the ridge south of 
the aer odrome . 1/.f:ien t } ere w::.::.s Ct cle f i r:.ite line est a.blished. 
between our troops ::'!.r:C t : ::irs c,t :1.ppro:;;:Ln toly 1900 hours I Di v o 
Bonbers and 11.E. 110s s 0 z..:f' :tocti vcly a tte,ckod tl:G ridee vm woro 
holding by di ve bombing crnd. gr ourn'1. strci.ff i ng that we vmre force d. 
t o retreat. Vfo ro occu1)ied. t ~~o r i dge ~.vhen. t ho 2t t :1.ck WiJ.S 

finished, ::rncl he ld on until dusk ,; v\'11en t he H .z. forces dccide cJ.. 
t o retr e o.t to t he '\'Jost 1Udr3e. 

4. On the sec on d da y pr:.1.cticJ.lly the snri.e procedure VJ':.'. :J 

r epeated . In the morni nc as s oon a s our f orces hac:. eGt ,::.bl i ~:l1oc.1 
a def ini t o line on t he sec Oil d ric\c,e, they vvare sub j ec.ted t ,.> 
frequent div0 bo;1_b j_ng 1:i.nd. ;;io.chine gun nttn.cks. Groups of 
15 (M.E . 110s a nd M.E . 1 09s) c overed t he nrea nl~ost c ont i nual ly 
all d..:i.y long flyine: very l ow a.n ci gr ound stra.ffj_nc: wherever they 
saw o.ny raovor.1ents J::icJ:inc it very hctrd :tor any of our troops 
t o nove ab out. N .Z. r.10rtnrs or Fronc h ?5r3 shelled the 2.erodrou e 
fr oTI · t hc va lley behind s ec ond ridge a l most coniinually a l l day 
l ong , but 2,s far 2.s I c ould see or he fl. r there •:-rere ornly thre e of 
these c;und doing t h i s ~ At a1Jp r oximately 1200 hours troop • 
carriers s t nrtod t o L tnc1 on iVJl1..lEJ\.fE c~eroc1rom.e in o.. steady stre2..n . 
Our shellinc; am1e o.r oo. to destroy a few of t :,0s0 1:iacJ.1i nes en the 
g1~ound , but . it d iet n ot s t op f urther n a chines landL1c; c1ur i n6 t h e 
re;.nr."c inc.1cr of th0 da y , o.nd z1.l S D durin(~ t he fol l ovvinc d::iy. .Any 
tro..nsport 3.j_rcrc.1:r t do..nn.c e c'i. by shell fire \ 'fas 'lE.U1- hJ.n:.dloc1 off the 
l n.ncl.i.nc; a r ea. b y eneny tI'OOIJ~~ on t ho cterodroj_:-,o so that no deJ. :i.y 
r esulted L:JJ. t l'.e c cwtinuou s s t1' e t1.r.1 of reinfo:r cements . 

. /cont. 
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5. The successful landinG of these carriers and the r csultin~ 
reinforcements to t he encsmy i n troops c.nd small artille,ry, en2.bl ed 
the ene:ny t o hol d sue cei:rnfully t he c..erodr cme i n spite of c ou,niter 
attucks by N. Z . forces on the sodond and third dny . 

6. In the ovening of t he thir d d3y our troops were forced 
to retrec.i.t f ron t:ie second ridc;e c; i vine the ener:1.y 2lnost unin­
terupt e<l use of the aer oc1rorn3. 

( Sr;d ) V. C • WO ODW,:\RD 

Flying Officer . 
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Enclos ur e "E " t o r eport o:i n_/JR OF~R..'1.TIONS 

I N CRETJ;". 

REPORT ON THE- .:\TT;1.CK ON f,,L'-!LEUE: AHD DISTRICT 
M.!1..Y 20TH AND 2 I ST , I 94I , ./.S SEE:tJ FROlvI N0 . 252 

A.Il .E . S . BY F/0 J . N.BRITTON . 

1. No . 25 2 A.U.E. S . s ite l o.yon a high r i dee about t h r ee 
miles sout h of t he a.e r odr omc . i 1.n.ot her r i dt;G l o.y between 
t h e s ite o.nd t he aar odr o~re , pr Gvent i ~G actua l view of tho 
1 dr ome , but t he vrhole of the s urrounc1-ing c ount r y wo.s 
C Ol!L.1'10.n de c1 . 

2. P crso:-11101 on the s t o.tion nt t he tine of t he o.tto.ck wer e. 

as f ollows : -

No . 252 A.M.E . S . 
Pi one e r Pl a t oon , 
HQ . Coy., 22nd . 
Batt . N. Z .E .F . 

2 Off i ce rs o.nd 44 Ot her RC1.nks . 

Lt . Vlc..dey and 20 Othe1· Ro.nks . 

3 . Def enc e pl an s pr ovi c.ed- for Lieut . Wo..dey t o t o.ko c orilY:iar..d. 

i n the evont of g r ound o.tt2ck and , if n ocos so.ry , for a l l 
per sonne l t o vn. thdraw to the t echnica l si t o , which wo.s well 

wired and had weapon p i t s f or a l l personnel . 

4 . R. ;;. .F . :pc r sonruel hci_;=. 1 00 pe r cont rifl e s or revol vers 
and five Lewi s Guns . N . Z . per sonne l ha.c1 r i f l es had rifle s 

a nd two Br e n Gunfl . 

5 . ?MY I 9TH . wa s c. u.:J.y of heavy :J. i r c,tto.c ks on t he o.erodrcne; 

culr1ina t ing i n a h i r;h l eve l bonb i ng a t tack a.t dus k by ni ne 
heavy bombe r s . May 1 9t h wa s t ho date given by i i.rriy Inte l l L~ence 

a.s t he pr oba.b l e C.~tt G of po.r o.chuto o.ttnck. 

6 . MAY 20TH . Ra i ds began on t ho c.orodrorne soon. a f t or daybreak. 

Af t er about 7 o ~cloc k t he bonbinc been.no c ontinuous nnd f a.r :·:ore 

aircrnft wer e over than ·we:x:. wor e a ccu s t o::-1e d t o s eei ne; . Tho 

uttack was rini n l y on t he o..o r od.rorie , · but t he wh ol e ::iren was b )nbcd 

o.nc1 m.achi n G gunne c':'. . The s t o.t i on , (i . e ., No . 252 A. 14. E . S . site j 

was r epeatedl y nach inc gunnod . The A.A . fi r e on the ' dr or"o 

was c onsi de r abl y r educed . 

::..fter s or.ie hour and .J. hnl f of this , t he troop c arriers a nd \ 

Glider s appear ed , co11i .:-1g i n f' r on the wes t , o.nd thG gr ound o. t tac l-:.: 

o.la r m was s ounc1ed on t he st-'.l.t i on sir en . •• 

7. GLIDERS . I t i s est i nat ed t hat wo saw t wenty t o - twenty- f i ve 

g l iders . ;~t fir s t t hoy wer e n i s t aken f or a i r crc..f t - only when 

they cone l ow on ough for ca r eful obse r vmtion and f or the l e.ck 
of ene;i n e noi :Je t o be notic:od. , vms i t o.greec1 t ~a.t t hey were i n 

f a.e t gliders . Nono wor e s een i n tow , but c.11 wer e f r eo vi110n 

we s aw t hen ; s l owly c i r clinc; c..n d turni ng and. c i r cling . They 
l o.ndec1 i n all di r ections c.:cound us c.nd noar the a.erodr one . 

They ·wer e f ou.:.1d t o b e o.n ea.s y tar got for n o.ch i ne gun f ire . 

Bull e t s f r o~ our Lewis f '~S penot r ntcd t ho f abr ic wi t hout 
difficulty , and our gunners c onsi der ed t hat t hey had ef fect i vely 

deal t wi t b. o.11 t r oops ca r r i ed i n on e Glider which c r ash lane:.ocl , 

o.f t e r t hey hQd c..ttacked it, s o8o q_uo.rte r of a n i l c t o t he we s t· 
of us . 

~·~s it happens , no i nstance of troops di sembarking f r om ..... 

Glider on l c.nc1i ng was observed . 

Glider s v1er e used i n thi s f irs t ntta ck onl y . I arn. of 't.,:·.s 

opi ni on , fo r the r easons g i ven , t hnt they wer e an 0xporin G:1'G thc:. t 

f a iled . / ,., ·, t 
• V ',.,_ . o 
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8. P~u"1.ACHUTE TROOPS . The troops l.J.nded by pur ::ichute 
on the first n.orni nr, vre r c o.lso widely scattered ovor the whole 

a r en . Groen a.nu whi to par a.chute s formed t ?,e na jori ty , but thors 

were also r ed edged whit e parachutes nnd four fold para.chutes, 

used for dr opping bulky objects. Lar ge bright ·nct o.l cylinders 

were dr opped . A few parachutes failed t o open , s ono fell i nt o 

the sect . I nst cmces wer e observed of planes dropping only one 

and oruly two pc.~rc1chutes. 

Generally spec.king , it wr...t s considered that each pl ar_o 

dropped frc,~1 seven t o ten nen on this occasion , and tha t less 

tho..n 1 , 000 171en wer e clroppec.. in the area durinc tho morni nc; . 

It wo.s noticed th.n.t sono pa.rt of t he para.chute , cor ds 

or pil ot par achute perh.:.r ;· : t r ail ed fror:i the side s of the 

fuse l ac;e o.s the pl a.nes c r1:.. ·c over , c..nd GO.VG the o.ppec,ro.nce of 

t orn frayed fabric . 

Parachutists r.1c.de the i r exist from a door i n the side of 

the fuselnge , near er to the tnil t han the pi lots cockp i t . This 

door was USUC'..lly open whon the pl anes passed over. 

The hei chts o.t w"hic!.1 pa.rnchutists e:r.10rgec1 va.riecl very 

consider ably , but wo.s cener a.lly between 400 and 1, 000 feet . 

The near est par cchutists t o thG station w0r o about half- a- reilo 

o.wo.y d11e we s t . • Ot!1crs wGr e no.inly north, north- east o.nd 

south- eas t of us, but- it is again s t a ted that oh thi s occasion 

the troops wer e widely scatter ed over the a r ea , and not con­

centrated on one r o~ion . 
· Throughout the whol e t i !!!.G that the troops .were beinc; 

l anc..ed, the sky w af; full of aircraft , flyinc singly c.nd in 

all directions, with very li ttlo bor.1binc; nnd very li ttlo 

rJa.chi no gu~rninc ; a c onst :rnt patrol broken by 2.n occn.sionnl 
attack on any c;u:1 tha.t opened up . 

. g .• On the sounuinc:; of t hG r;r ound nt tc'1.ck a.larn, Lt. Wa.dey 

took over cor:nnand as Off icer i /c Defence , and irw.1odiatcly 

ca lled i n one of t he thr ee outlying cun- posts. A second , on 

the cookhouse r oo~ , di d 300d work QCninst the Glider s , .but 

ja!!Il21Gd soon a.fter warcls , und WGS broue;ht on t o the statiom; 

the third , thnt t o t he s out h west of the Station, was manno~ 

unt il the end . All other pe r sonnel withdr ew t o the stu.tion and ­

were alloca.tod to gun posts nnd wea.pon pits, t wo and when 
possible, three t o each post. 

~a1 c orrespondence:' papers , publico.tions , signals , except 

cypher books , wGr e burned ::.1 a trench beside the Orderl y Roon . 

The fire was attendod until bur nt out. Cypher books were 
pl aced with t echnic~l papers i nside the "R" van ready f or 

destruction if necessary . W/T equipnent was carried fron the 

Orderly Roon on t o the s ito and s e t up i n tlle pit bGside the 

"T" van . 'l1hi s necess itated. scweral j ourncys with the wheel-

• barrow , under fire fro~ a ircraft and from troops l anded i n t he 

valley t o the wes t of the site . Watch was opened i rn ... 't;lediately 

on the CRETE fre~uency and contact was soon no.de with HQ.!Ll.F . , 

CRETE ; l ~t Gr , also with HER.llCLION and HETIMO. 

I now l earned that all c or:inunicati ons with Operati ons 

Roon , CJ-\NEA , had beGn destroyed. ea.rlier i n the morninG, 
Wntch was still kept , but r esul ts could not be utilised i n 
a.ny wo..y . 

?/cont . . 
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10. .i.!. s :rn.a.11 p!ltrol of tho 21st . Batt., N.Z,.E.F. pc.i.ssed throuf;li 
on thoir way t o X.:JWNDOCHE. We reported tha t the five 0 1' 
six pa.ro.chutists wo hacl seon in this villago we he.cl disposed 
of. Thoy had t he i nformati on tho.t pa.rachutists vvoro dre ssod 
in Green unif or n . Later WG wo ro t ol c1 tho.t they wor e NEW 
ZE.:\L1.1"\TD Bc.ttle Dr ess , and tha t all our own troops i n N . Z . 
Battle Dress ho.c1 r 0r1ovod. thoir tunics. I was not able to 
obtain confirn2ti on of this stctemont; nny par~chutists seen 
by ne were dr essed i r1 c. str.rndnrd form of dn.rk gr ey uniform. 

11. I ... c onference was nmv held. of Officers o.nc1 N.C.Os . 
Orders were c.;ivon thnt there should be the ninim.um of r:iovoP.J.ent 
dur ing the dc,ylight; that wntor a.rrd rations shoul d be dr e.wn 
o.fte r nic;htf2ll ; t hat during the d.o.y only one r1.n.n shoul d rian 
each pos t (the pits boing vory hot i n the sun) ; and that ~11 
personnel shoul d bo on the [~'<-lort i n their posts during tr1.c rright 0 

12. In the aft ernoon, more troop carriors arrived, 7ost of them 
po.ss ing on tovmr ds CA1"\:E). . The parachutes seen fo.lling , 
appea.rec1 t o be cci.rrying s t orGs nnd not nen . Bor:i.bing anc1 
nnchine e;unning contirn'.c,1. until clusk . 

13. Durin3 the 2..ftcrnoon , pnr o.chute troops CtS Senblocl in n 
c or nfield on top of a ridge about three quarters of a nile to 
the south· of the sto,tion . ,:"L1"1 addi tion::.1.l LG·wis s un pos t was , 
therefor e , set up to support tho.t t o the south-we st of the 
station, corn ... 1110.nclinc the r oad . Before dusk, it wns oboer vcd 
thc..t the GEHNi.iJ-JS on t his ridge ha.cl clue t honsel ves in and 
displayed a l '.J.rge rec1 flag with sone white r:m.rking in the 
centre on t ap of a tree . Concontrated fire from our twc 
machine guns s ucceeded L1 di s l od.ginc; these troops a.nd dri vinf; 
them over the t op of t he ridge . La t e i n the afternoon, 
several t r oop carriers landed on the beach o.t Mt~T.m;IE, but d i cl 
not t ake off . Shr apnel runes wore then la.id around t he s l. t e, 
n.nd o.11 pors onnc3l and nei r:;hbourinc; unit s warned. 

The dusk air attack on IVL:\.LEil.fil was net with feeb l e 
A.A. fire only . ! 1. patrol of· the ?. IST Batt. N. Z.E .F., how-
ever , reported to 1.!S l a t or t hat th,, ·whole a rea. ho.cl been c l eo.rocl 
up and isola:t.0d parachutists only ::-eBainGd . 

14. The r e was t r onch nortar fir0 , rifl0 o.nd machine gun fire 
sp or adi ce.lly all n i ght l ong . vVhi to Ver oy lights were fire d. 
fr or-1. :·~c.ny poi nts , IJarticularly eo.st and wost of the a.erodror-10 , 
and al ong the c oo.st sone ~.iles further ea st . White Vercy 
lic;hts appccu ed to be the sto.ndar d f or n of signa.l t o i nC:icate 
tho pos i tion of onor.1y forc os . This ·wns a gr ound to c;r cuncl 
signal. 
1 5 . During the ni0ht, a battal ion of Maoris moved westward. 
a l onG t he r oad to the south of the s i te . They reported t o 
us thnt t hey wer e g,.: i.'.::"' to relieve the troops· or~ the aerod.rome . 
Late r, however , the s c:..: ,0 night , they r e turned , t:i.nd other troops 
wer e heard moving oo.stvvc1rds throueh the vnlley immedio.tely t o 
t he north of the site . No reports were giv en or obtained us to 
t ho meani ng of t hese movements. 

1 6 . r.'L\.Y 2r s•r . The d.,iy boc cu1 vii th 2 str enuous ::10.chine r:u11 
a ttack on the aorodrone , the station c.nd the whole distri 1:;t ; 
sone bombing o.l so . 

'l1hc enony party on the rid.go south of us , were f uund t o 
h ave r eturned to the ir positions and dug themselves i n of~activo• 
ly . 1'hey r eturned our f i re with rifl e c.ncl o.uto:m.o.t ics tb.rougb c,L; .... 
the r1orning . In a<J.d.ition , it was found. that ::1.nothor r ed f l ag 
was dis1)l o.yed on t he ri clge north of us - b e tween tho station 
c,nd the o.er odror:1e . Consi der ablG nunbers of troops could be 
seen on this ridge and o.t l east one mortar wns set up ther e . 
Its fire was diroc11_tec1 ea.stwar ds to the ridge he l d by N. Z . troops 
c,nd not on us . Ri fle fire onl y c02ue our we..y. • /c ont ,_ 



17 . We t hen ll,,trnec~ , · fron ,'. p::1.trol I believe , ·that cl11r inc; 
the :i.ic;h t t ho wh ole 2L,t Battallion N. ii .E.F. a.nd H. Q, . 22nd 
B~ttallion, h~d r e tired fron t he Qerodrrn~e to a position on 
and beyond t he ridge t o the no~th e nst of the station . We 
h 1.d not be0n i nforme C. of t h is r>mve , n or cli d we nov1 recci ve 
::i.11.Y offici,11 intj_mati on or i.'H-'\ tructions . Thi r3 ncnnt t ll::-1.t 
Y,e· wer e a1n is ,-;-l ::~te c1. out post c onn unic o.tine; •✓-rith OUl' ovin troo -. 
only by ,.l v :'..11ey c. o~.1::1:rnclec.l. by the GERl.Lil\JS on tho ridge .::,b o . c 
the aerodr or.1e . J: ~ s:Lcn::11 wan s ent to ILi. Ri\F'. Cffi~TE, sta tinc: 
that t he c,or·0Jr o!·.1e 1,vc.; s _pro1:;'.lb l y noy,r i n G:CFrn.LJJ hancls . 

':i:~10 ::iorn i nG G. i r at t .:::ck o:J. the ' cl.rone w0s r.1ot with s on c 
A.;-i. . f iru ; v,.r t icul::.:. r ly f r om one or ,norc Bofor s guns . 

Ib . The troop carri ers the n ~rrived . On this occ a si on , 
tioy l anded t he i r tr oops i ~ n f ew cle a r ly define d 2rea s. At 
one r,articuL."! r p oi.'.1t , 27 2.j_r c r r:1.ft , i n perfect tormtions of t.hreoL- J 

:t' lyinc. ,-:. t ::tbout 300 f oet, c -,:J!lG in f:con the west 2..ncr relec.s1:.,c~ t L, j_ r 
troops ne ,'.r t he shor e west of t he a erodr o:me. As c ::tch group of 
three p l ~:1es e rrivea 2 t n partiaul a r p oint , a ll p~rachutes f ro~ 
the three 1.-:or o relectsecl - ·.:i.nd i t v12.s c ,1refully observed t hat -tllere 
were 30 t o 32 para ch~t e s t o cGch c r oup of 3 planes , ~nd th~t less 
th:u.1 half' of t he:-:i c ar:t i Gd :,ren . 

• :.nother l ,rncHnf :'.)Di nt WJ.s observed some miles :'urther 
ec,st - t m-r r fl s C,-J,JE,:~ . 

Jl.9. Our i rrntruc.ti ons now 1:erc t o jci n the nearest Arny unit 
a.nd proce e d. t o C~'.;Ki~.\. , i f' :)oos i1J.e . li'urtho1' enc;_uiry by sign 2.l, 
showed t h·:. t i t 'N('..S doubtful ·1:he t her the roac't to CANEJ:1. vve,. s op G11 .. 

Eight or ten R . . A . . :F'. , ::1' · "·1 •..•• :rncl Army personnel strc1.gsled. 
throu0h fr on 11'L.':J.,:i~t1E dt:rinr: t he mor n inc . They report e d t h:.1 t 
the e.eroctr· o:~e h.J.d b ee n e ::~ptur ~➔ (l :.rncl many R. _._;..F. rier sonnel t c,kei1 
pr isonoro. 

20. 'l1hroucho1:1t t he r:1ornir;.c , -~h e c . o .? F/Lt. Ba.b_coc!-::1 supe:..-
v i sed. tlle [:3f:El.SI: i n.z of c:.J.1 techm_ cuJ. equ1pri1ent and ~urning of 
Cypher books o~d tcchni c~l doc wnents . 

1·ct'tcr t he t roop c c1.rr i ers h,·Jl l oft, the b0::ibing cont i :1uec. 
bo:i:i.bs being clr om,ee. 1:or t h •• ,i s r-1.1th cf the station• but n ot 01-
t he site . 

;_fJ>. At c.bout 1430 l:i.c--:.7.' :: , no instructions 11,:vinc been r occi vr:_i; 

frora :N . l ., H . t . , Lt . -V/e-._(rn:; ,,et O'J.t hLncolf to :report t o t he 
Col onel . I 11r0ed th;:1 t :.uT,rn{;eE1e nts '..) e mnde e i thor for us to 
·,A'i thdrf'..'H 2.11('. j nin the no.i n bod:r oi' ·cr oo~) S or for rei.nf'orceJ:,1011.ts 
to b e sent t u the oi to to 2.ssist i n Lo1Ginc it. It vras , t :::-.ct ; 
an e ;ccell ei1t j_) us i t i or., , beinc hi ch c r ound with stce~~ J.:ppro;ic l:e::1 
on i:; o t n. s i des , _:_;_nd y;oll vd ret'.1. anci. d.ug in . Lt. i/lc:i.G.ey vvas nl s r·, 
to r·eport t J-nt ',Ve '.',Cl' G i n 1:r/r co~J1;mnicnt ion. vii t h CMJEA. 

22. He r e turnee~ with t !-ie nev-.rs th..:.: t 11 JJ.a.tte:rs v:erG s o lv:d t1:ey 
coul d ha r dl y ~le wor s o 11

• 'I'l10 ro :-,_d to C.\.NE,i. v,as c om:pJ.ete l y bl cl:;:_,0 
by GJBRI-L-J.'~ troops o.:.1d t he V?i.ll ey below us w2.s sc~id to ht:.vc GERRcJl'f 
troo_ps est;:;_blj_ sr.:.e C:. ... c li t tle v-n:'.y to t he south . 'rhe Col o~rnl "''" ... 
c groe neither t o our wi t hclr .J.winr; nor t o t he supply of adcli t i or,;11 
troops. 1.ii;., '.vore t c-' st c.y wher e Vff3 were and !1old out :-J.s lone as 
we c oul d. . V!G wer 0 pr omi sed t h::t :i. pn.trol should b e s ent i nto the 
v ill~3e af t er ~icht f~lJ . 

23 . .U rt c onfGr ence of the t l1r oe Off i cer s , it v-r::s dec ided to 
blm·: up r.1.l l appc.r:1tus du.riw~ t:1e :firs t bo;:1bL :.c; r .1. i d. - to ;w oic:'L 
,ublichins t he f~c t , i f pos sible ; to hol G t he posit ion unt il t usk 
and t hen , if for c ed t o by t h3 t t i me , ret i re eithG:r tc joi n the 
raui n body of N. ~ . t roopc or to proceed s outh i n t h e hope of setti L 
t o t:10 SG'D . .'L B~i.""'.: 8.r eo. , vin t he sout h of t he i s land . Ac c ordir. 11 ~ 

.J. s i cn,1.l wn.s sf:i ;!t t rJ E), .R;J!'. CILE:TE , c;ivi n~:: ~: t!_int of thj_ s J)J. · .·:. . 
All por sot:;.rw l vmre i ssued wi tll r a t i o:1S c::E1d tol cl to be ren;..~y , vri th 
~-a:trrr*NN:t:t:t~:s:x:nni:: ~x:n: t±:N NX~;-:Xfil,.1'filH[X::t:X:MX:X::X NU} ::s:rom:x:tx ID;'.J;IS x_ 
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1v2.te:r- bottles nnd r ettions, , ... T".rmni tion 'J.nd Sfl.2.11 c..r !ns . 
24 . THE A'rT..:\.CK OH THE S'I'.~T:L. l H . No soonGr v1as t h is c ompletod t han , et about I 530 hours , a heavy uir cttack on the St ntion began . It was anticipo.. t cd th'.:".1. t this woul d be t he prelude t o gr ound :-::.tt[tCk and might be i n t ended only to keep our heo.d~f; B:!lder, whi le par::..chute troops ;:1.&vc..nced . Or ders v,e r e thcroforo o.t;~'tin circulr:.t ed thc..t. c;uns were not to open fire on n ircrc,ft ( cu11:1u..r1,i tion beinG short ) , e.ncl. thn.t o.11 posts weto t o put their- ho::~ds out -Whenever poss i ble and keep w~tch on the ir sec t or. 

25 The 2 ttn.ck developed , however , into rt heavy bombine; a.nd :m:J.chine r;un cit t c.ck . Some fifty 0.ircr3.ft t ook pu.rt , :r:minly Stukas , with the ·· support of :MesserscJ,.J71idt 109s o.nd )~i Gh levol bombers . The o.i ":' e r a.ft wer e fitted with o. device whic~·~ vrhen they dived , i1:1i - · • ... .... G noise of bonb s . It was s.l rn,ost i n possible t o di$t-i nt_ utsh the two sounds, r:.nd ~t every dive we w:::1.ited for c1n elitpl osi on . Bm:ibi ng v1c..s very 8.cc urnt e ; l nrG;e c o.libre bol'"l.bs fell close to b oth vehicles ; c1t l.eo.st t wo c un post s were effective ly wiped out by bonbs. 
For thr ee- quc,rt0r s of c:.n hom", there wo.c n o lull. During ~Ris time , F/Lt. Babc oc k , O.C. 252 ;1..LI.E.S . r eceived n bullet wound in the shoulder o.nd wo.s put in o. trench 2.t tho e:::1.st0rn end of the site; s ev e r a.l ot her p or sonnel wor e killed and wounded ; thE3 11R" vc..n wd.s blown up by ne::i.ns of gun cott on c..nd. de t onator s and set on f iro ; Lt. Wodey , with ne in bo.ttle HQ . i .r.rrnedio.t e ly beloVI the "T" vo.n , wo.s s e riously wou.nc1ccl by r,cmb dobris. 

2 7 . When the l ull cmne , I cl. t o.ine c.: he l p to nave Lt. Wo.dey i n Ol'dGr tho.t the 11T11 v::m !'ii c;ht be destroyed . I found tha.t F /Lt. Bo.boo~k ho.d proceed.ect with hel p , off the s i te in the cUrection of the raain bocly of troops a.11:a. • -··~ile I ·wo.s tc.king Cpl JanJ.es (Nursin£; Orderly} t o Lt. Wadoy , n p:::.r ty c; about c. doz en nen passed goin[; in the snr.ie dire ctio:::L • I t ol d them to r e turn t o the sito when the bombers ho.d l eft it . 
Sgt . Ruane , Cpl J ~ne s , A. C. Gibson and riy sel f , cc,rried Lt. Wadey into a era. t or 3.s big ns a house ; Sgt .Rua.ne a.nu. I r e turnea. to the site c.nc1 I cor:.firrie d thnt the "R" van was c ompletely des t ­royed and in flc..rnes , th::i.t tho " T" vnn wa s well alight, and. th.'.:l t no per sonnel r en 2in0u on t he s ite. 

28. We the n ca rried Lt . Wc..c:.er i nt o the oli ve gr ovoG to the north eo.st of the site , whe r e the p:::1.trol would 'QSS if it cone a s pr o!:lised. 
Sgt. Rurme , Cpl J o.mus o.nd I proceeded j_n the direction of the nain body of troop s - o. slow o.nd difficult journey, boco.use a ircraft were now bonbing o.nd. r:io..chino Gunning the valley, and sniper s b usy fr or.i behind . In tllo valley , I p icked up three of our H. Z . gu a rd o.nd two more No . 252 A.M.E.S . porson3e l . 

29. Tho fnct thnt wo we r e dive bombed alone 0nabled us t o go t awa.y ( i n the dust ) under the fir0 of thta GERr.'L'JJS on the r ide €! behind us . Arte r ~ tine , a norto..r bognn t o fire int o th0 valley frori this ridco . '✓le tried for a.bout c.n hour to procood eastwards towards N. l .,H. Q, ., but this open uphill str@tch , a.cross which we hc.d seen our own rion pr oceeding safely o..n hour previously, ho.d become a n i ~possiblo obsto.clc . Vve dec i ded t o turn southwo.r ds o.nd so c c.rry out our original p l o.n . 

./cont . 
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f;;UT-,ITL.RY. 

In conclusi on , I wo~J.d stross the fol l owing observ2.tions :­

(a ) Par ~chutists first l anJe~ widely scattered \ 

tID): 

(b ) 

( C ) 

over ·;::t. 2..rcr..:. .. 
La t or t~~oy l'...'..nc.ecl. , concontr .'.',ted i n clearly \ 
(tcfinod a r 02.s . 

'l'horc is ovH t·onco of c.. r api d. ch:.:infsG of plo.n 
by (or reg~rding) the N. Z . troops a t the 
ao1'odrono , on tho riight of I.Jay 2O/2Ist . 
I r cc:J.r d t his o.s ~.,__ turni ng point . 
'l ' hero j_s sorie evidence tho.t , r,.ftor the f i r st 
l e.~cling , enemy operations wor e clircctecl :Cron 
the gr ound ; but they wore c2.rriod out :r.rls'...~ i n:1 ,_r 
fron the n.ir - it vms t he a.eropla.nes that 
advQnc ed , 1 few mor t ars and snipers beinc 
sufficient tc follow up cmd hol d the gro11ncJ. 
S '.J cleCtrcc1 . 

( d ) Ther o is no doubt t h~~-.t the Station was 
delibor:.~toly l eft until }fay 21st. On 

6 t h June , I94I . .. -

Hew J_ 9th , ::i.ircrc-St flew s o low· that they narrow­
l y missed 0nc of the T112,st ·, , a nd i t is i rap o~rn i b l e 

. to bolicve th:,t our oxist0nce ho.d been over­
looked. lJot until the aftornooru of t ho 21st , 
howc;ver , did nny bombs fall on the s i te ; o.ncl 
t:-,on bor:1.'J i :~t; wc·,s t horough 0.nd prol onged for 
three or four h ours. 

(-Sgd ) ,J .W . BRITTOH . 

£'.!Y! Q~_Qff!2~t.£-



S E C R E T 

Enclosure 11F 11 

t o 11Rcp~rt on Operations 
in "CRETE". 

REPORT ON Eli"ZEY ATTACl~S on 
EERAKLION AREA 

Prior to the ac tual day of invasion ( 20ti·! IIay) 

attacks on the aerodrome . covered a pePiod of ap!)I'ox -

imc:.tel y trva v,eelrn . At the b egi :n..'1 i ng a few desultory 

ruhdl. omall bom"i)inc; attaclrn wer e made b y day, but the lJuJJc 

of opcPations iae1"e by n i 13h t . During the moon 1,eriods, 

bonfoi:i.1£: attac1-:s of average intensity toolc p l a c e on 

several conoecu~;i ve ni:ti.1t s , generall y from a pei-•iod of 

a~1pro.2:ir.1ately 01 . oo hour-s until first l i ght. Damage 

waD regi stered , bor.1bs fallinc on the aerodrome, but not 

on t he r·urn7ays . The majoritJ of bom1js appearred to :,e of 

tlte 50 kilo variety , leavin_z n very small crater , a lthough 

a nm,iber of 250 l::.ilos 1.1erc a l s o dropped. Atta cks hztu 

s tarted after consist e21 t daily 11 recco s 11 by the ener:1~.r , and 

wl1en it waG apparently rea lise ;·:_ lJy this tllat aiI•c:;.'"'af~ 

were 01>eratin13 f:i.1 or.1 YieraJ..;:lion aePodr.or;-,e . These r ecco s 

v,e i-•e gener ally car1'"'ied. out arour.Ld 15 , noo feet, ancl 

althou2h our patr ol s of 112 SCJ_uadron Gladiators we re 

occasiona ll;/ ab le to m2.l(e c ontac t with the ener1y to tlle 

extc~1t of Ghort bur ots 9 none were shot dovm over the 

Ee ralclion ar~a; they ·were a lwa~rs out of raI1ge of c1~-)"u.nd 

defences, vthich c onsi8tcd. then of Bofors and Lewis ~1s , 

a :nrl col1sequcntly we:ee not f'i r ed at from t he ground. 

( Su7J sc qnen t ly an He . 11 O c1urin~ a very l ov, recco above 

Reti r.10 aerodr ome wo.s shot down by Lewis gun fire , ar .. d 

ar:1axi11Gl Y detailed maps of the aer odr ome were found on t~1e 

pilot 1 s °:)od.;::,r , n itll a ll c,-Lm p ositions anc1 even slit t r er1c"i1es 

prominently nhown . T1.10 second nember of the crew of tt.is 

o.i r craft was shmm ·by h is p:1.per s to lJe a parachute expcr·t). 

'rhc c;r 01 .. md. defenc es , Do?o11 s n,.1d Lewi s v.ms wcr·c 

fir:..;t i n action or! o::i:· about 10th I..iay , when five Me . 11 0s 

came i n f r or.1 u south westcl"'ly direction ove1"' the aero -

drome at about !1- , 000 feet . They had made no forr.1 of 

attact: , but h cid :::. J.most com~; lcted. a circui t of the o.ero ­

drorile v1hen tlle ~i 11ei1e attacked from above by one 112 

8 <1uad11 on Gladi ato r> (:pilot P/0 DOVfKER). A dog fight at 

l ov, level enc, tIC; •.:·. , t he G-ladi a t or p ilot endeavour i nn· to lead 1-

the enemy over t h e Gl-111 positions: Af'ter a few minutes ,-~_,. 

the hle . 110 ' s □a~e off i n a north westerly d i recti on, whore 

they a:9peared to rtu-: into ver;/ heo.v;/ anti- ail,oraf't fire , 

p r e stm1abl y from a convoy reported to b e in the vic1ni t ;y , 

while the Gl adiato1"' landed safely. This was the fi1·st 

appearance , otller t h an h i c;h level bombe rs and l"cc co s 

( cc:ne r ally Ju. SCs c~nd DO .17s ), of l!te .11 Os over He r o.J.-cl ion. 

Two daya later t~elve 110s arrived over the aerodrome . 

Their 11urpose not being apl)aPent as no bomb s were dropped 

o.nd they di d not a.tter.1!.)t to rsround- s traff . 'rhey were 

su7J jec tecJ. to vc r ~r 11eavJ fire from the Bofor·s, and tv,o were 

i m~ediately shot down , one crashi ng into the sea. , a~d t lw 

othe r, r,1irn.rn a r,ort air screw and r udder and f i n, crash 

l ancled about ½ mile S/T::: of the !,~ess . A further nachin EJ 

Y✓O.D ohot dovm 0y P/Lt . I:1RY of 112 SC]_uadron pilotiili a 

Hurricane , who himself had to bale out, landinz slightly 

injured about 3 mi les from ti.ie aerodrome; r.;hr apnel had 

apparently pierced his Gl ycol tank , Several of the Ne . 110s 

wllicli dropped bombs &s ·well ac .'.:~round i3traf' i ng , wc11 e seen 

to jettioon l ong l'ange tant.s , wlli ch fell on the shore 2nd 

i;.1 the sea . 

The follo'.'1i n13 day ( 1L~th Eay) t he aer odr ome 

received cround str affi ne from Me. 11 0s . The atto.cl::. v1as 

of an ai, t~ - rflor a le na tu1•e , t he ene:·,iy openi nr; ? ire \Ji tll 



machine guns and orumons at 7 ,ooo o.~ 8,000 :reet o.nc1 
divine; indiscrimii1ate ly at no given tarc;ets . There were 
a fe,.1 minor casualties amongst the Army but none to R. A. P . 
pe11 sonnel . Sub se c1ue:i:1tly t h ese atto.ct:.s b ecar,10 more 
l ocalized , a il,craft i n pens, eun poci tions, aerodroi:1e 
buildings , the me so 1 slit t renches and ten t age being 
s ingled out f or bur s t s . 

F From t he jlkt h r.1ay ownards, attac ks became mo1~ 
fre q_uen t and i n t en s ive. Atta clrn · were mnde a t dawn and 
epasrnodically clu.1·i: q; the day, and ,,.~,er e always varied ; 
high l eve l b ombi:, :c war, 1'ollowed by groillld str affing to be 
i'ollowed i n t u ::."n l)y dive bomb in,s or lov, l evel l)omb i n g 1Jy 
Me. 110s . The l atte r a ircraf t d ropped de l ayed acti on 
bombs Hi th anyt h inc f r oE1 5 see s . t o 10 seen. delay. 
Nur:foer s o:i:' anti - personnel lJombs did not exp l ode, and at 
about this period the r e V!e r e over 25 un exp loded boml:; s 
around t l1e aerodr ome a r•ea . The ave r age ntrr.foer of' a::.. I··-
c raf t in one a t taolr va r i ed genera lly from 20 to L~O. 

Qn 1ith and 18t h Eay t he r e was a slizht lull in 
the oonoentrntion of a t tac lcs . On t he 19th r.igy t he 
groimd s t r affi ng uncl dive bombi n g attacks we11 e direoted 
again s t t he gun posi t i o:ns . On t his day about 200 a i r ­
Gl l"aft were empl oyed, most of ·which wer e D0 .17 7 J u . 88 ci.nd 
He .1 10 . I t was at thi s p oi n t i n t he p11 eli mi nar y a tta ck 
t11at tile eneri1y were mi s l ed i n t o t h i nl::i n ,c,; the ;r had 
sile~1c cd t l1e c round defei1oes , onl y L~ Bofors guns 1Jein[~ 
u sed on this <lo.y. The l1anc1li ne; of' these [tun s by the 7th 
i\1edi m1 A. A . Da t t ery clai med the arlrai:."a tion of a ll v1i t hin 
t he a11 ea , and our on;.1 m/GD p osts a l so showed grea t 
corage and t enacit y in face of heavy f ire . The successes 
of tbe Bofo:as and i·:1/ vms wer e notcfol y a ga i n st recedi n s 
t a r gets - t he enemy a/c usuall ~r malcing off at lon l ev e l 
hav ins completed. thci 1, dive at t a ck . 

2 . AT'l'ACK B°'.:'. AIRDOTmE TROOPS 

Or: the ~Oth ; :ai cm earl~; morning x·e cco war, 
c a rried out ·b;;- a DO . 17 which nas l'oll owe cl by a hic-h l eve l 
bonibinz attc:.ck a t :-1.7)out OD. 00 hours. From tllo. t hour 
onwar•ds b omlJinu; a ttacl::s :J.i1d cr·ou..nd s traffinc increas ed 
i 11 i nten si t y U11til midday 1,vhen theJ:>e. wa s o. l ull f'cu> 
about 2 hours. At a1Jout 1G. oo hours a f i nal b l itz of 
max i mun i nte;!sity c1evelor,ca. ar1c;. las ted till about 18 . 00 
h ours . Dur j_ng this o.ttacl;::. Ju . 87, He .11 1, He . 109 and 
CR . L~2B -v1c1"c used in addi t i on to t he a ircI'nft afore1-;1en tionecl. 
Dur i nc::: this p eriod most of the c unG held the i r f i re 2J1 cl 
the enem;y atta cks were met by only lie;ht and. desultor::,·· 
bursts . Shortly afte1'"' 18 . 00 hours the a tta clc developed 
i n t o n f i nal grolmd strafe by the t:e . 110s . The o1) ject of 
t his attac lt a:ppea11 ed to -,Je to demor a lise pe r sonnel and 
lrnep them U11derground , u.nd at the sa.i:1e ti,nc t o rmchi:ne gun 
tb.e BofoP crews . ::'?1e attack was f ollowed sl1or tly ;1fter 
wards -oy the arri val of' al)ou t 130 Ju . 52 troop c a 1,rier s 
which cohn,:enced unload inc; thei r parachute t r oops over the 
a e rodrome ancl the defendea_ area. Upoi1 the a11 r i val of 
the troop carrying a/ c a ll tile r;rou11d defenc e gun s came 
into action 2nd. about 16 enemy a/c ·we r e shot down . 

It should be no ted that on the occasi on of t he 
fir s t l ai1dinc of parachute troops only about 1 2-1 5 para­
ohute s were dropl)cc1 from eucll a/ c 1 v1hereas at a l ater 
pe r i od t he average number· appeared. to be 18-20 . Thi s is 
ascri1Jed to the fact that the shoct: troops , who wer·e 
un que s tionably p iclrnd for th e i r physi qu e - and f i ghti:-~,~ 
qua l ities , were much more heavily e q_1.,i.ippecL than t}1e men 
d r opp ed sub se q_ucn t l:r o.s r•einf o 1°ce1;1en t s , •.vho wer•e r ec;nlar l y 
supplied with er.:_ui pLlE?l1t wh ich was d r·chpped at speoi:fi c 
poi nts by a ir . • 



Sortie 2 ,000 par a c hute troops were dropped with i n 
t he Defended Ara at Heraklion, which can b e deSDl"ibed a s 

a radius of about 1.:. mi l3s from Bri gade H. Q., and oomnrisec1 
t he aer odr orne , town o.nc1 harbour, a total a rea of abo~t 25 
s q_uar e 1,liles. The se troop□ were founa_ to be extriemely 
vulnerable when landin::_: o.nd. fo r some mi nutes af terwards 
and i n the course of a ba~ronet cho.rc e at the west end of 
t he aerodrome by the Army hundr•eds of parachuti s t s were 
killed. Within 2L~ llour3 all · the first nave o:f par a--
c b.utists llad bee11 no:pped up , vJi t h the exception of a small 
·oody of nei1 who succ 3e ded i n estalJlishi ng themselves in 
t he Greek Dar>rnclcs to the west of the ae1,odrome , which 
were finall y d islodged within the. following 48 hours with 
t he:: assi sta:nc e c:::' -·:: 1 'I' Tanlc 

It was estalJlishecl as a r·esult of rush · 
interl"ogation of P . of w. that t?1e dispersed ;·.1ethod of 
defence a c1opted over a wide 1.ren was cm:1p1e·tel;;,r 
u;.1eX})ected ·by the ene1ny and proba1J l y caused the fai lure 
of the fi:i.-•3t a ttack; for on f ollowing day□ 110 attempt 
was made t o land troo:cis within t his defoncled a r ea . 

0:..1 Lia~r 2-1 st . Recco s t ook place a ll da.y l Ojl[E 
ancl i n the evening su.pplics were c1r•oppeJ. i n conto.ine r r:; . 
I!iost of t hese supplieo :::'ell into dlu1 ... lmnds, the c;rou~1d 
siQ.1al s and c od.e havi n:1 lJeen ac qui r•ed by us on the evenin13 
o :C the 20th . 

On tria'r 22nd, tr1e customar y mo1 ... ninE recco s took 
place a...'1d further supr,lics were dr opped fI'Oli1 Ju. 52 s . 
Some gr01.md straf:f'ing of the aerodrome defences was 

c a rrj_ed out by Vie .11 0s whi ch dive bomlJed nnd rn/ gurmed 

0un positions , -ouildincs and slit trcncheG, it was 
ol)served th:-1t tl1ene a,oc, \'.'hich had ::,-n-eviously been 1Jl ottoc1 
in f r om di stanc es of a n 1:1uch as 100 mil es clue H . all 
c arri ed extrc, fuel t anks of pl;yv1ood construction - sor.1e 
of which were dropped over t he sea and on the arco.. 

Some lJombing of the tovm of Heral<lion and oI 

thG area to the VJC ot of the tovm tool: place durinCT the day , 
and ab out 1 G. 00 11.01..'.rs , formations of DO . 17s a ccompa.nied 
by He .11 Os boul:led o.,.-id ~~1/ gunned p ositions west of t he tow:1 
and eo.st of' the c.1.e r odr or:1e p reliminar y to tl1e dropping of 
f urt her troops by .Tu . 52s. Of about, eoo ir.roops uhich ,acr e 
d ro:p:p0d in . ·the co·"~'"'o- o :: -C'i.us ove:;.in:?; appr oximately 300 
·'!ana.ea. to the v1est of the town and 500 to the west of the 
aerodroi:1e , all outside the defended aI·e.:1 . A f ev1 of t:,.e 
troops d r op1,ed to the '.'le st of IIerakJ.ion Gucceeded i:i.-:,. 
e:1terinCT the t own under cover of darl:ness . These were 
mopped Ul) thrcrnehout the f'ollowing da.y , ,Jo th ci vili ano 
and priest:-:i talcin~ an o.cti ve po.1 ... t i n their extirpn tion . 

The rc~ainder of the troops, soue 250 - 300 str ong , ~ .i c h 

10.ndecl to the nest of tlle to·un succceclec.1 in clic;Ginrr 
themselves i11 :md eotc.1blisb.i:'1£~ t :1ern:::elvoo some 2 mile::; 
v,0 3t of t he t o\m cut t i ne; I'oacl cor-1u1..mic a tions vii t h Re t :\.mo 

and Canca . 

ri'llc parachute troops v1hich l anded. to the east of 
the aer•odrome succeeded in occup~rinr; a rid~e some 2 miles . 
east of the aer odr ome on the p r omontor y rrnminc; f:i.:or,1 220 
A. ~ . E. S . t o the sea . It was t his concentration which / 
even tu.all y covered t h e o.crodro,i1e with rrv' Q.m. and raortar 
fire. Attern::J te to di s l odc;e the:-::e troops made b ;y the A1 ... r.1y 
were onl~r :9arti ally succes:-:;:::'ul. A nur;lber of pri3oncrs 
was t aken of' rJhich r::any wer e boys of 1 5 - 17 ~rear s of age 
who v1ere obvi ously very war vwarly and de11ress e d . 



23rc.1 - 27th May. Duri n e; the foll owil13' tlu•ee 
days, reccos c ontinued to be mad.c and s1..1pplies dropped ·co 
the l)odie:::; of tr•oo].)s east and wer-:;t of tl-ie area, and it 
becnue clear from visual observati on that a considerab:_e 
c oncentration of troopG wo. s being built up some 10 mi les 
eastwards . Dl1ri n c t h ir3 peri od l:Jori1binc; a:;.1d ground st1,(:.l':fi n5 
c ontinued m1d on _gJ_1•d J::l.~ t h e town of IIeralclion, whi ch v1as 
noVJ aJJ·11ost compl etely eva cuo. ted wi t ll the eig:cepti on of t h e 
hospitals, was sul) jected to heavy "bonliJing attack s by 
l arge f ormations of DO . •i7c supported by Ii1e .11 0s . These 
attacl-::s on the town ffi').d the harbour wer e repeat,cd on a 
smaller scale on the succ eeding evenings and pamphlets 
wer•e dropped warning the civilian population of the 
consequen ces of partici1)ating i n action agai nst the cnemz,,-. 

Duri11c these fm:i..r days attempts ,aere made 1Jy the 
small er l)od;/ to the \Je st of' tb.e tovv11 to filter aero ss to 
join t h e l c,1"c;er body to t h e e2.st of the a erodr ome, as a 
:,:,esult of ·which conununication s nj_th the sOl1.th by the 
KNOSSOS road -.rnre fre q_1..1en t l y int er•rup ted . 

On the 27 tl1.J•:Io.y, the tovm wo..s -D omrJed fi r r::;tly by 
6 - DO . 17 and tl1cn 1):· 37 J u . 88 in 3 formn.tions o.pproncl1.iilC 
frmn the south. 

28th E[.) : _,. , On the morning of tl,j_s day , at o.oout l 
10,00 llol1.ra , t~1e- cle:.. onces were a gain subjected t o a very 
heavy atta c){ and shor t l y afterwarc1s about 50 t1"'oop 
carriers landed some 18 r,a raclluti s ts e o.ch oeh ind t}1c 
enemy defence :3 to the east of the aerodrome, rnakin ~:,; some 
900 fresl1 troo1, s in all. One Ju. 52 also laridod on a strip 
some 3 miles to tlle south of the aerodrome on high g1"'01Jj-::.d, 
a:nd. su1Jsc r_!_1_1en tJ.;/ tool\°. off' a2:etL1 . 

At aiJout 16 . 30 a heavy c1.ive bor:17)ing anc1. gr ou:;:1a_ 
stro..ffi:;.1g attack whicl1 l asted 1-} hour·s \Jas directed 
acainst t lle v ::lll ey Yi~::.ich contai ned B1"i,:-~2..de and Jl . .'i ... l:' . 
IIcadc~u.artc rs . The Ar i:r:; o.rnl R. A.l:'. :;arriso:n, however 1 
evacuatell ;1e1"'al::li on on the nic;ht o:C' the 23th/29th llay, 
and c1id not, theref'or•e, e:1cow1tc1, thef:',e reinforccme;_1t s. 

Sigr:.e c1. S . Gaskell F /Lt. 
S. Coop er F/Lt . 
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E~:'1.1IL';.C'l1S li':RQT!.[ .1. REPORT OE THE INv~·..sroN LND 
EV.L\.CTJ;~TIOI'-i OJi' :;.-~0 . 220 ;,. .M.E . S . LOC .L\.TED NE;ill 

HEILilCLI ON . 

SECRET. 

1. On Sa:1dey , Mny 11t h , night r i:!. i ds c orinen ced r e ally 
seriously , ~nd c ontinued with i nc r easins i ntonsity until 
the fi n:-·.l a ttQ.ck , l z-tsting f :t om :.-:bout n i d.night t o dawn 
and durinG this peri od they were practically cont i nuous. 
On r1.o.y 13th , the ro wore six '1fternoon re..i cls of fron six t o 
f ifteon c1ircro..ft , di vo bor1b inr_:: a.nd. grounJ. s tra.ffi ng . Th or e 
was n. r ::1i d of a.bout 20 o.i f cr:::ft o.t d.usk , VIh ich passed over 
t he stat i on nt about 100 feet . 

2 . .\t thi s period , the aor odr o:-::e v1c. s fully ready for use 
o.nd. ther e oristet1 .:'en opora.tions or g!J.nisn-;,ion capa.bl e of 
c ont r olling fi ~htor a i r craft , ho.d those boon avai l abl e in 
mm.bars . So l one ClS we h:.ld any s crvic eo.bl e f i ghte r s ( the 
ma.xj_mu,"'1 e vor ,-:-.vo.ilc.bl c wrts five Glc.diators ), they wor e nover 
caucht on t he craund . 

3 . Fro:-·1 r,:by 1 5th cn.wnrd , the re 1Nas s evor E: int orfcr ertce 
of teleph:,nc c o:---!.r;iunic:1tions , du.:., t o bonb i nc; and. r-1-'.lc hi ns 
gunning of ths li.r..ero . ·:,~hG results were th0n p.::i.ssed t o 
Ope r ~1.t i ons by W/ T GG.tisf 8.f·t oril y , but due to this interference 
a.nd con s e quent dGl e.:r , ~ t w:1.s G.rrtrncod t o carry out R/T contr ol 
of:' our f'i e;htsrs , whc .::: .::. rb or ~1G froa the sta tion . For thi s 
pur p·os0 , a s i npl G systc ,·1 of i nf:'or:-:iine; our fighters of the 
nppr oc.'..ch of ono':'ly :iircrnft wo..s cove l oped . 

4 . On :-by 18t h ~.mcl 1 9th , r ~ic:.. s wero incess o.nt, oxcept 
for n perj_od of ,·. f ew hours at nj_c;ht . On Tues d:-.:;r , Mo.y 30th , 
i t ho.d beon :Lnpo:-_;s i b lG t o ob t c.in 2:1y i nf or r.mt ion from R. :~ . I' . 

HER"'..KLIO!:J, ove r the t 0l e:phonc , anC'. o.s the s i tue..tion W'J.S 

c leo.rly cl ov c l orinc rup i dly , ,...,_ vis i t wo.s :ii.::i.c1e t o tho Oper 2.ti ::ms 
Room to sGc wh::~t inforr.10.tion was uvc:.ilc.ble . It wo.s l ec..rned 
thc..t .::i. t c;J;-,2_;i_ ,'1i1d :11LT.F.~'1E , c..11 secret :publicntion s ha.d bee!1 
destroyed. thc.t T:1Drni1113 ~.nd .:tlso et ho . 252 l i. . M.E .s . I t 
wa s ue;roed t o lrnop Ho . ::~ 20 j _ .I::I .E .s. i n oper at i on to the l o.st 
p os s i b l e noE1ent : the .:trny Cc:-ITTnndor 2.rraneod t o s end .::.. coc.e 
wor d '."'..S o. sic;n.::l for destruction , ·wh en be cons i dered it unsa.fo 
t o ko op t ho appa r~t u s nny l oncer. 

5 . 'l1hG n-:i. i n c.t t a.c l:: C OJJr;1GUCOd o.t :::bout I 400 hours , c.t n. 

c onscrv,:-..tive E,stiri:_'.te bet ween I400 and 2000 hours; s omo 750 
a.i r cro.ft wc.ire use c. i n the HER.JG.,ION .L.JBi~, i n dive bor.ibi nc , 
l ow flying bonbinc , DD.chine e;un r.:.nd po.rac:rnte :1.t tack s . They 
co.r1e ovor in forl·.1:::.. ti :ms of f r om 20 t o 50 . No . 220 A. H.E . S . , 
v-rhich W'J.S sono 6 1:1il us outsi de the defended o.r 00. r ece i ved a 
sop::i.r ::i.te ,,tta.ck of ovor 3 h ours duro.tion . .Ali pe r sonnel not 
on duty w0re in t r enches . Pe r sonnel on dut y cont i n ued .~ s 
norr:-1-1.ll y . Th0 "T" -rnd "R" va.ns wer e i n sone nonsurc protoctod 
by the pits , but tho i nf or ri::,t i orj. h8.d t o be passed by W/T 2,nd 
n tribut e should b e pn.i c1 t o the W/T oper c.t or s f or c ontinuing 
this wor k fro~ c over of t ents . 

6 . Durinc; the c;v··· .110.t ion , a l l cyphor s , socrot nnd 
c onfi dontio.l public ~tions , l e t t e rs , docu.~ents 2nd rec c,rds 
were destroyed. Ee.eh she_(5t was s e:p:.1r2toly burned . Boobs 

.. /cont . •. 



v1ere dropping wi thin 3 feet of tho p i ts in ·which t he 
u'j_1t1 a.nd 11R11 v'J.ns wor e pL,c Gd . vJi ndows were bl ovm in 
a.nd t he sides c.:.nd roof v,rorc p i orcoQ with shra.pnel c.~nd 
bullets. ,·1.t o.bout I 730 hours , ,:i. r athi) r heav y bomb c o.used 
the t r ,-1.nsmi ttor t o trip c.nd conplot ol y der1olished the 
t e l ephcnG. The tr:-;nsni t tor , however , c cJne on t he '.:l.ir a t 
once, the only f c:.u:L t bcinc that its time, b .:i.se unit .ruo 
longer funct i onecl.. Al ~ost inmedi a t ol y c.fter wrtrds, tllo 
telephone linG to t hG 1.N/T wo.s c-lcstroyod by c. bo:,ib and 
befors it c oulc"c be repa ired , the VT /T in the operations r oom 
had CG!J.SGd. t o function . iul re;rnining per sonnel wer e 
or dered to t ake shelter , as no useful pur pose could be served 
i n c ontinui nr; t o opor:1.t ,o a t thci.t I:"ionont . Shortly a.fter-
vm.ra.s , t h0 hombirng stopped . It wo.s now o.bout 18 00 hours . 
Sevo1-.:~1 l r..r c;o form:1 tio.r.s '7 ·•.d been obsorveu. :lppro::i.chi nc , . which 
turned out t o be JU 52 tr -,n carriers . r.rhe o.l n r 1.11 for invasion 
wns sow1ded 2..nd as pre- nrr ·,~nr,ed , r.i.11 per sonnel cnnc with t heir 
rifles nnd n~cks t o the t echni cal enclcsure nnd took up 
defence posit i ons . The wntor trctiler 8.nd rati onE.: , 3.l s o the 
W/T set , wor e 1.11 brou:;ht t o tho s i te . 

7. Th.o positi on whicr1 nm', dovol opocl. W8.S that t ho first 
parachutists , est i ma t ed i n nunbcr to be o.bout 1, 000 were 
dropped in b3tches of from 200 to 300 in wi tespr ead a r eas 
a.round the :10rodronc ; the :~ .l1I. :J.;.S . st<J.tion be i nc; virtuc1lly 
s urrounded. No par a chutists wer e , howeve r, dropped i n t he 
i rw:::iedic..te vicinity . Dy t he tine they wore 2t ll down it 
was passed. 2000 hours J..c.d the l i c;ht w.J.s fndinc; r apidl y. 
W/T cont Qc t vm.s estnblishcc";. w-j_th the Oporntions Room o.nd. a.s 
there vms no s i c n of c.1.ny aircraft except t hose coi ng out, 
it we.s decided th:::.t i t vrould be better to destroy t he 
apparatus for fenr of~ sur prise a ttack by night . The 
c ode word f or destruction was r eceived fro~ Operations 
Room. 

8. One unseo.lecl petrol tin was pl:::tc ed in the 11·r11 c.nd 
"R" a.nd one ful l tin or:1.pt iec.. ovor the floor of each. They 
were i e;nited (1-t 2100 hours and burned for s or.1e 3 hours. 
It was f ound t :ic.t by f'i:rinc , c onpl ot c dest r uction of the 
apparatus nnd vehicles could be a chieved . The rp--~: u s of 
the tre..nsni ttor ~-;.nd. r eceiver were c onpletel~-- ·,:; ..:·c c ognisc.ble. 
The 11T11 tower W;J.S crashod . It .- -~c< ; , - · t ·· d .. :..·3 to crash the 
11R11 t ov.Jor, o.s t h0 Garth recvntl: excava 8 f'ror.J. the pits had 
been placed in front Gf one of the uy;richt s c.nd had not yet 
been r emoved . The 11R 11 t ~wer wo.s ~.8.t e r destroyed by the GER!,L:'J ~-
I N THE COURSE OF PREPi~RL~1

; 3. l c..nd. strip 0.:1. this s ite. .:Ul 
personnel s t ood by durine, the night , but there was no attack. 
Since the 1:---_Edinf. of the par a c hut i s t s , the Bl a ck Wo.tch guard 
had beon c ontinually pressing t o le~ve t he s t a ti on. They 
displayed every sir,n of extrene o.pprehension:. ~na. were most 
anxious to rejoin the ir Compnnyr The sor geant i n char ge 
ha.d no control ove r than. It wo.s , of course , i i'.'"lp::"Jss i ble 
t o l G~ve until destr ucti on had been conplet ed a nd '.l move in 
t he d~r k woul d huvo been cost hazardous . ~n Artille ry 
Officer :ind 1:i: n en frcn '.l f orward observ:J.tion pos t on Tabl e 
r.1ow1.t c~i n ontored the ce,_np at 2130 hours and j oi ned. the uni t. 
Nb. 1 Section h2d been destroyed by the p ~rsonnel on duty , 
followini; t elephoned instructions . It was s m.::. sl1Gd. and c ompl e te-
ly bur ned out . For the purpos e of protecti on it had been 
e r ected in o. s anc1- bagged hut and Lc1c Cope , who lit the petrol 
w:-1s severely burned . He V.JCI.S o.ss i sted ba.ck t o the co.r:1p , 
wher e he arrived ~b out 2200 hours , very woa.k 2nd t errib l y 
hur t. 

./cont. 



9. It wa.s cledided t o q_ui t the s ite ~,t dawn o.ncl 

endeavour t o enter the defended o. r ea t h r ough the Black 

Watch lines . No o.1·rc.ngenents had been ma.de of ficially, 
but i n an inte rview· with thG Bl o.ck Wa tch a. few do..ys 
previously , thi s p l an lw.d been c onsidered . J ust before 

dawn , t hough the set v1s.s failing fo.st , c ontc.et wi th 
Opern.ti ons wo.s :ia c1e by W/'I' nnd sent n message a sking t hat 
t he Black Vfat ch should. b o Vf:"..rnec1 of our approuch . This 
mess-::ige wc. s Gcknowlec1e;od a.n o. _ repeo. tod back , but was i n 
effect , · nov t: r p :.:t s s e rl to t he Blo.ck 'Hatch . 

10. At dawn with ful l wnte r bottles , rifles , rati otjls 
nnd a ll o.vo.ila~) l G arnr..uni t i on , we l e ft the s t ation. I t 
was cle em.ec't ine xpedient t o fir e t he livi ng tonts , a s tl;lis 
mi c;ht o. ttro.ct attoat ::.or. :rnd they o!tly c s nt:.:line cl cl othing 
a.nd per sona l b e l onGi n::;s . ; i..ll p e r sonnol wore or c urri ed 
r;r eo. tcoa ts , o.s c1t this tine the ni[:hts were b i tterly c old . 
Sono enor1y nircr8.t't po. ssod ov0rhoo.d ·wh e n t he p::trty vrore en 
r oute G.rH.1. o.s there v;c.s no c ovor , signs ·.vGrG rJ.i.1de t o t hem. 
in tho h o ]) G thoy would t nke u s f" ,JI' r, :u ~"'..chutists . They 
d i d n ot o.tto.ck. /lwr e:::i.fter t he {:;Oi nc; wo.s row:;h , dow·.a an<l 
up the s ides of tho r ide;Gs , but t he r r; w:::i. s o. r.; oocl deal of 
cover , of which o.11 p os s i b l e o. G.v ::- ntQgo vv::i. s t '.._kon . On tho 
approach of en emy o.ircr2ft, c.11 personne l ren3.ined ab s ol ut0ly 

still an G. we o.ppeo. r e d t o b e unobserved . No 6ner:1y fc r ces 
were enc ountc r od Llt t he outset but l ntor s orn.o po.rachuti s t s 
wetc met and vre v-rnre ctttuclrnd by i7D.ch i nG gun , tomr.iy gun a.nd 

rifle fire. Onrc t urni nc fire , these a tta cks wore for the 
most po.rt quickly s t opped . ~ party l ed by Corporal Dan-
fi eld. nc.nnged t o outf l :rn.k one knot v-rho we re !''lo.chine e;unrning 

us, and three prisone r s were t ~ken . ~fuen :::i.ppr oaching thG 
Black Vfat ch line s , it vr;;.s de cided tho. t 8.S we c.ppe:.ued t o 
hav e p2ss ed. through the r:1G. jor po.rt of the enemy l ines, our 
a.ppronch E:ihould. be ;:-13.cle s o!'lewh:.:i t more O!)Gnly, so that we 

n i ght be r ecognised . ~s the Bl uck Wa tch had not bGen 
i nforne d of our c oming , 8-nd cle cc ivecl by the Blue Gr oatcoa.ts, 
t hey openGd fire on u s vri t h trench rJ.ortnrs. Shells burst all 

QrOU..l'lcl the l eading pa rty , but f ortunntely they hac1 opened 
fire ~t the extronc limit of t he i r ranGe and by r etiring slight-

lywe v;er o c,bl e t o r each r-~ 1-:ior e shelt ered position. It was 

now 2,b out 1 000 hours ; vm hc.d starte d a t ab out 0530 hours 
and as no ono had h:J.c1 rr,.~ ")h sleep f or nbout 48 hours o.nd had 

been sub ject to i.:1c G:::s:1.r~·;_, G.ttack both by air and on l J.nd. in 
·every known f or ri , dur ::..~1s th2t p eriod , 1.;"'. short halt wu.s c o.lled 
to rest a nd c onsider t ~- position . 

11 $ A f m-'l bot t l e s 0 1' v'1i.i1e nn d ·:.. bot t le of gin, when 
passed r ounc. , h ::td o. c;ood af fe ct . I t was then decided to 
send .J. S'!'!J/'_ll pc:.rty t o v.r:1r .n t he Bl a.ck :.'1/2.. tch , a s they would 
have a better oho.nee of get t i nc thr ouc h unobserved . The 
Ar til ler y O~ficc r v oluntee r od t o l cCJ.d then and a ca.11 wo..s 
~a.de f or volunteer s to e;o . Cor p or .J.l Bo.nficl d was the 
r irst nn d W.J.S f oll o;ved by tvro of t he 1\.rtillery nen . 



12. The par t~, r1e1·e gi v en one hm_,_r to get t o 01.11" lines and 

to · ::;e:-1cl 0n.ck word t:.-:at t ~1e;:,,- had arr·i vea.. After two hours, DO 

word h~.d. c ome. It r1as c1e cj_ded to a ttcri1pt to enter the 

Aust ra1i:J.l1 l ine o . I ;:1 f o.c t 9 t he part~; .:;ot i n saf e ly ::i.nd just 

as we weI'e :.1ov i n g , a :uatrol lla d b e en s ent out f1°om tlle Blacl: 

Watch. We l).o.d [bot :Lnto the vo.lley i1ea r the Blacl~ Watch n ~.1.e::::.1 

s ome Gerrrians clr~~ve11 back ·by the advanci . {!: patrol on the crests 

of ·c!.1e ridges on eitller s:i.cle , o.ttacked us . L. A. C. Hash wz:.s 

shot outright a ~1.d L . A . c. Black was -vvounded. He r✓as captured 

by the enemy , but next d2cJr e scaped i n civilian clothe s and 

regained the Black Watc h l i ne::; . A sm2,ll par t y nh:i.cl.1 tried 

to get U::? a r·avj_113 to tlle cPest was observed. A hand grenacle 

thro-vm arnm1 :-:; t hem lcilled L . A. C. Cop1:,l estonc a :::-id i nj·u1"ed A. Cs . 

Marsden , G1°a y and Hi Ger11nn , lJut :-.10 t s e riously. Tuo Gcr mD....vis on 

this Gide HeI'e cap t ur ed. by a party l ed b:y· Hr . Wo:crnald a~:.'1 the 

r est ~ere disper s e d or killed . We ~ere r etirinc down the 

valley between our lines v1hen we met the p c t ro 1 and so got 

be.e t: with the WOlJ.l1ded. L . A.C . Cope, wllo h<--.d collapsed 9 was 

c arried over t l1e l o.st mile. 

13. Opere1.tions Rc., om nc:i:·c itlfoJ:med o:i:' ou1' a,:I'ival . We 

sto.yec1 r1:Lth t~1e BlacJc Wo.tch '\.mtil May 25tl1 9 wl:.cm we procec'icd 

to joi n the rest of' the n . A. :r.,1 • personnel, v1ho we r e l i v :;_ne in 

the caves at the Ope r ations Room. Durina the period we were 

with the D1~1clc Watch, 0 1..11° j_1Cr :cJom1e; l o;o.vG what asf.Bista11ce they 

could, fetchin~ rations , e scortin3 i n p ri soners and c arrying 

the wou1.1ded to safety . Pa:ea crm tisto wore clroppe cl at dawn ai1d. 

dusk, s ome parac}-:.utes c , •. -~aj_nine; sup:pl:i.es . So far as wa s 

observed, each Ju . 52 c a.Pr·ieo from 18 to 20 men and su:9pl::i. c s 

vary according to 7Ju.ll;: o They :J. rc dropped from about 300 ft 

and descend very r ap:Ldly. There i s an inr1ta:ntan~ous release, 

· which enab l es the j).'J.raclmti sts to go j_nto action the i~1oment 

they land. They a re mn0-1L'iccmtly e qu i pped and a ll the 

f'ightinc forces have :::;ome Gort of aut oi,lett ic i'.'.rms . Thej· are 

r1ell supplied witll maps , photogr api1s and p r ovisions, and 

carry 0.11 a stonishinc; c1I.101.1.11t of ar.unu.ni tion. They arc able to 

obtain eq_u.ipnent suc h C'cs L~ and 5 inch mortars and l :l./zht field 

p ieces . A vast □edical staff was dropped with the very b e s t 

c~cnipr;1ent. The O:~'f icer Command.ins Ho. 220 A.i.-1. E . s. 

interrogated a lo.re c nur,11-;cr o:r p 1°isoner·s and gather ed tha t 

when they wcx•e drop1)ed they ~:ad no idea · of the strength of' 

the military disJJosi tionc. 'rhe failure of their attack in 

the first instance on tl·.lis a.ccount, no doubt in some mcasv.re 

explains the poor rc s istc.,.nce which they offer ed. All those 

originally dropped i n a.nd arou:c1d the defende d a rea were lcilled 

or cs.pt.u.J.0 ed toGe:bher with the o;rea tcr :;_J~_r t of their e q_uiprnen t. 

They are, f or the most par t , extr emely ym .. -.11g, and seemed to 

have joined the cor :90 2:i. thc r> 1Jecause oi' its glamour or beco.use 

of a de$:Lre to avoid o rd:Lnary nr'i":1Y service, as 1 t appears tl1a t 

the parachuti s t i s a fluch a dr,1ired fis ure i n Ge rmany. They l1c::1cl 

been well t vaiaed , each on8 had had to do a t least 5 practice 

jumps in f·t..1.11 eq_c l.pment and the am01r,1t they carry mal;:es it 

necessary f o r them to be i n extremely good co~dition. T~ey 

were extr emely e;lad the.-~ they lln.d 1:Jeen cap tured a11d. cxpresr3ed 

the hope tlln t t he ·;,1ar· v10·,: J.d soon end. They a ppear to b e in 

n o ,"Jay vindic t:L v e a11d t:1eir doctors ::1.:1cl r.1eclica.l staff were 

to the l..:nowlcJ clc;c of t1~:.-:; wri tcr of thj_ s rep grt , of the 

crc::1test a ssi s tnnce to .,_·:.r• medj_cal s t a:C:C i n provi d ing su.ppJ.ies 

and all po□sib le aid. 
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i4. Aft er their origino.l def oc,t, those who had dr opped 

east of the Station established, a s was discovered from 

patrols, a HenQqu~rters o.t the site No.220 A.M.E.S. ho.d 

originQlly occup i ed , where they began t o prepnre u l cndinc, 

strip. Eq_uipBent t1-nd. s upplies werG dropped f r om whi ch 

th0y kept our EL:.S t 6rn positions uruder ::i. oonsto.nt hail of 

n::ichine cun. and tronch mc::-· t c.r fire., The ~r !rlt'.chine gun fire 

and sniping WGS very accurate at over 1 500 ya~ds. Thi s , 

toeet her with tho inces<- '1.nt div·e bonbinc and ~round s tro.fing , 

conpl e t c l y imrtobilisc.: ·J:.· j_s ::i.rea . In the Sq_ua.dron Cr:.mp , o.t 

the e a.s t end. of tlrn ::.wroC:.rono , it V'l.J.S ir:ipossi b l e to move by 

day. 

15. After .:trriving at the Ope r "ltions Roon om 1-iicly 25th, 

t he Officer Co::n:10.n clinc , No . 220 :~ .LLE.S. :i.nd two of the 

Squ~dron Officers ostablished a visual observation post 

above the co.vo to c;i ve sor1e informo.tion to Ifondquo.rt .ers . 

1'he Dive bombinG .:.:.nd r10.chine c;unning continued incessnntl y. 

Fron the stn.rt of the o.tto.ck until ou:P o.rrivo.l in !1J.T:XAHDRlA 

we never S8.W Ol1G of our own nachi nes in operation O.f;:J.inst 

the enemy . 

• 15. Notice of the inpendinc; evacu,'.'1..tion w2s received on 

the morninc; of Mo.y 2 7th, a.nd the R ... {,. . I1' . we r e tn.ken off t o 

H.M. S . " ORION" c.t 2330 hours b y the first Destroyer t o 

enter the ho.rbour. On our return journey, t he " ORION" wa.s 

dive boribed fror:1 d8.ybr ea.k until pnst riidd::i.y, without cessation . 

She s ustsinGd two direct hits and five near misses which 

brought her noc.r t c n sinkinr; condition. She just e;ot buck . 

.l~ter . the firs t bon b , p e r sonnel of the Unit went to help to 

extr::1c t the wounded. Tho second bomb burs t i-ieht nr:1on13 the::11 

below decks. 'l'he forwr.. r d pC'..rt of the ship wo.s o. sho.:r.1blos . 

Ninf) of th0 un-i t wGro ·wounded , Lo.c Keenc.n hus sinc e died in 

hospi t .'J.l nsh.or G. .:~ .C . Pa yton , who had shown auch br a.vc.n.(:ss , 

went ~-m.d. It is fe:.:i.rcd he ·will n.ever recover, and he i r . .nor, 

in~ serious conditi on . Sover::.-tl are suffering from shock. 

Five personnel hGv e nevvr been traced sinc e the bombs burst , 

thow;h 1 t is possi bl<:., tha y no..y be o.monc; the wounded brought 

ashore t o hospital . There wore over 400 dead , ma.ny unrecor.-

nis.'.lble, ci.nd three c,'r.; l:itor they virere still trying to set out 

bodies c.nd pieces of t ,J_ies . It is feared tha.t those 1;1issiITt£: 

are killed. The Uni t person ne l continue d t o a.ssist vri th t lw 

re·seue wor k . Conc'lit.inns .. vere::; r,hastly and r,ld.ny showed c r oo.t 

courage , espocio.lly L::1c Bdiller o.n d A,C. Br ooks , who has since 

colla.pscd throuch poi soninr; f rOI!l cordite fl.l.lt.es while onG'.l-~.:0 c. 

in the rescue work . Durtn~ the whole of the journey back , 

we sa.w n one of our 3.ircro.ft cr..sac;ed ei.gainst the encny . ::: t w; • 1 

~e i npossibl 0 to pay t oo c;r e:.1t n. tribute to the porsonnel :, • ;··,; .. 

"H.M.S. OPION11 f or a l l t hey did. for u s . On a :rri ve.l we ,,,cro 

ev en t u , .. •• .. ' r,,, ,~ht t o :R ~i . F . .il.B OUKI R, whe re vrn o.rri ved nb cut 

0100 h our::, . 

17. It would seem tho.t the r1a in l esson t o be l eo.r nt is 

tha.t personne l 9 ri these units must b e p r epo.rc d to wi thsto.nd 

such c ondi t i oTuS as these 8.nd n ust be te.ught to fi c;ht c.nd f i re 

a r i fle . Until Givon sor10 instruction by the Cornmo.ndinc; 

Officer Qnd C or pora.l Bo.af i e l d , runny of then hH<1 ha d no .experience 

with a rifle whc~ t soevor. To bo c.ble t o shoot when the tin o 

comes, the rien should ho.ve fired at l east o. hundred rounds 

i n pro.ct ise . 
.:Ul person!1el , so l ong as the Unit was s till functi oninc , 

perforned their duties well and c ourageously . Those on W2..tch 

ho.d wo:clced as well as can be seen on a.ny stat i on c..t ;J.ny time 

under- r: tr,~i::1ondous bar rc.(~C of f ire and b onbin(~ . It was ·ghen 

the J.pp,1r:J.t u s had beon destroyed and we had to fi ght om· vray 

throur;h t b.:J. t , due t o l a ck of exper i ence in fire a r l:ls an~l a 

little tra i n ing in s trategy, the ma jority of the personnel 

w{, r e of little use . ..it f ow who could and clid shoot, eno.bled 

' 
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us t o push out ou:;:· WC."j' t hrour.h :1 Vi1stly supGrior· o.nd better 

0g_uippcd force. If :111 1"18.~1 tl osn of tho s .:.;.nc st .tnd.i.n~; , we C:)uJ.c:. 

ln v e boon of sor:.<.:.. re['.l v:.1lue a r-1 a fi t:;htinc force . 

18 . Of tl1.c, 50 ori{_:'. in.::-..1 L)orsonnol , thorG 0.r e ut pre sent 28 

still so~nd , who 11;:.vc c;onc D:1. l co.ve . 'l'r.lo c .J. su_1.J.ties :mr_;t ,:1. incd. 

i n CRETE vr~RE sn,1.ll .::,nd ':iEn-c ·.o en t i r 0J. y to ,::,ur be i n;'; :f.' ired 

upon by c.,ur ov.rn f orces . T\'fu Y!o ro ~::illod ::i.nd four 'Noundod . 

;, .. S these 1,·ro1-.md.cc, Y!ero unfortu:u:. tGly in ..:. h ·,"\Sp i t n l l'Hli1llO(l by BRI'rIS: I 

a.nci c:-:::rn.:.1;J! :,1od.:ic :.1.l staff , they h.::..(~ to lJc left behind 3.S p ri soner s 

of war, ~s e n Qt te:~ t t o r emove i~y pat i ents Micht h ~vo b~tr~yed 

t he i npcnc1in(~ Gv cLc U/'l t ion . 'I'he r em:i inin,~~ c" su::i.l t t e ~.; , 1 de:,r1 f i v o 

i'lissinc , o.nd. t h 0 r e st woune,r;el i n h osp i t ,_, l , We I 'G u.11 ::mst:..1.ine<l on 

boo.r d. the "O~IOT-J" , but it j_ 3 h ope d t:1~:.t t he wounde d i1ill, befor e 

l one , be fit t c 2~ e join the u,.iit . 

19. In our experi Emc cs , beforG and t llr ow::11 thi3 tine , v,c h .- ·· . . ·, 

nttuinGd.. '.'.. c e rt..:lir.l u~it y. It i s this u,·1j_ty v;hich will en,.:1bl c us 

wo hopo, to b e of s o···J.e us e in the .nO '.l r f uture a.n d m.o.l:os t he e r our 

more v c.l uablo thn:1. t ho sum total of i.ts incli·,ri<~.w:tl strenc tll . 

Thour,h thor t'3 B.J.Y be we.-Lk l i nks , we know t:!:",em o.nd can c u::~rd n r;;:>.. i n1:1 t 

the:~, s o i n conse <1uo :1c o it is hope (: thc,t t'.1oso who h2.ve surviv ed 

will bG !rnpt t oce t hcr t o f c r:'!1. the nucle us of 2 ne-'N Eo . 220 :\. . :·il.3 . S ., 

which :,,-1:1y soon b0 i n oper ,:;. t j_on ,1_r:;-::-.i1t . 

5 th June 19~1. 
, ' 

( Sr;cl ) JOHN ',</lHTlel-.E-I :rD . 
~light Lioutcn~nt. 
O::.'f icer Co.~':la nd.ing , 
~l o . 2120 .\ . . r~ .E . S. 




