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REPORT Ol R,A.I'. OPERATIONS
: I CRETHE
17th April - 31st liay, 1941

PART 1 = Situation In CRETE at 17th April

General situation.

1o CRETE became a major theatre of operations
following the decision to evacuate GREECI,

2 At this time the only air forces on the islaad
were 1 Fleet Alr Arm squadron (Ho.805) located at ALIIE
end providing, as a primary role, fighter defence for the
fleet anchiorage at SUDA DAY, This squadron was at very
reduced strength and consisted of a mixture of Mulmars,
Gladiators and Brewsters; the latter only being flown in
an energency owing to engine defectss

Je Aerodroies were available at ALELE and lERAK-
LION with one landing strip at RETIIO. Construction work
was still going on at both aerodroiles. ITERAKLION was Tit

for use by all types of aircraft but only lighter aircraft
could operate Lrom MALINE.

lte A7 B.S,., stations were established at both
UALEIE and 1ERAKLION; the station at IALDNE (ITo.252) was
in full operatlon and the other (170.220) was in the Tinal
stagea of erectione Ho. 252 A.li.348, fed iaformation into
the Cun Onerations Room at CAEA wihich was developed as an
Operations Centre and controlled the fighter and A.A.
defences of SUDA DAY area. 170 R.A.ls controllers or oner-
ations officers were available at thuls centres s e
One Warrant Observer and one Lieutenant (lieteorological)
attached to the F.A.A. acted as Conlyollers, o operations
roorm was available at this time at HERAKLION but a proteoted
site had been chosen and work was in hand to coiplete the
ceuntre. ilo R/T comaunication was available between G.0.R.
and alrcraft,

An efficient CGreeck observer system was in opera-
tion on the island reporting by telephone to a centre at
CATTEA which was linked to the G.0.R. CAITEA,

Se On 17th April, 1941, Wing Comraander G.R. BLAIISH,
asswied cormand of R.A.F. in CIETE, taking over the cexisl-
ing small staff of 1 Flight Lieutenant, who had been acting
as S.A.F.0. CRETE, 1 Ilight Lieutenant who had been posted as
his relief, and apoproximately 17 other rankse R. AT
Headquarters was established in the towvn of CAIRA near the
Headquarters of the local military cortander and the laval
Officer in Charge SUDA DAY. An imaediate addition ta the
staff was a Chief Sismals 0fficer; additional personinel
were taken over oan arrival of R.A.T, personael from CREECE,
betueen 18th and 2Lth April, including Operatlions Room
Staffs for HERALLI T and CAJEA,

Ge R.A.T'. personnel were also located at HBRAKLION
on a skeleton basis as a relict from Wz yring which had
heen formed Tor operations against the DODECALTEH o Pleet

o/cont'd,
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Air Arm personnel only were at IALEIE.

Ts Stocks of fuel and ammumition were availlable

at HERAKLION and LALEIE acerodromes and additional fuel

was advised from EGYPT. Ilo maintenance spares were held
on the island and no maintenance facilities were avalilable.

Ba The main R.A.P. W/T station in CRETE was at
HERAXLION with point-to-point communication with EGYPT
and GREECE. W/T traffic for S.A.F.0. CRETE at CANEA was .
handled by Wo. 252 A.L.E.S. at LHATENE and transferred by
D/R to R.A.F. Headquarters.

One telephone line was available between G.0.R.
CAITEA and HERAKLION. HMALEID aerodrome, No.252 and
W04220 A.}M.E.8.,, and G.0.R. CAITEA were also conneected by
direct televhone. Telephone cormunication was very poor
and a general shortage of material prevented any major
improvements being made; plans were in hand to improve
the position but it was realised that a month at least
gould be regmired to achieve any duplication of telephone

ines.,

O This was the general situation in CRETE on the
17th Aprlil, At This time no definite informnation of
evacuation from CREECE was available, bhut it was lknown to
be lmiinent.

PART 2 = Operations from CRETE assisting
Evacuation from GREECE
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10. On the evacuation from GREECE being ordered the
imiediate problems confronting the 0.C., R.A.F,, CRITE
waere -

(i) the provision of fighter protection for
convoys Lo and from GREZCE. 3ince there
were no effective air forces lelft in GREICE
the entire responsibility for the fighter
protection of all ships taking part in the
evacuation fell on CRETZ.

(ii) provision of administrative arrangements to
receive in CRETE R.A.F. personnel evacuated
from CREECE, and re-transfer them to EGYPT
as opportunity offered.

(1ii) the development of a /T station at CAIEA
providing comimnication with H.0., R.AT.,
iliddle Dast, HeQ., B.A.I's, GREECE, and all
R.A.F. units in CRETE,

The e\vicuation of personnel from GREZCE to CRETE
and finally to EGYPT by Sunderland aircraft temporarily
based at SUDA DAY was decentralized to l10,2350 Sguadron
under the command of Wing Commander FRAIICIS.

«/contld,
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DPighter protection for convoys -~ Tvacuation from GREECE.

11 To undertake convoy protection ilo. 30 Squadron
equippred with 1l Dlenheim I aircraft, was moved by air
from GREECE to I'ALEINME on April 18th and was supnorted
subsequently by No. 203 Sguadron (9 Blenheim IV's) from
EGYPT, and remants of los. 33, 80 and 112 Squadrons as
they arrived from GREECE between 22nd and 2L4th April.
Apart from Iio. 203 Squadron, all units were in a very
low state of serviceability and no maintenance spares
were available, llos 30 Sauadron had only 6 - 8 service-
able aircraft; Nos 33 and 80 squadrons were combined °
and had a strength of 6 serviceable Ilurricanes; I'o. 112
Squadron had 1L Gladiators of which approximately 6 were
serviceable.

126 The plan for fighter escorts for convoys was
based on providing patrols of Dlenheim aircraft at masinmm
strength in the late evening and early mnorning to cover
Horth and South bound convoys respectively, in the vicinity
of the mainland of GRELCE. As far as serviceability
allowed patrols of six aircraft were employed for this task.
Short range aircraft undertook protection when convoys
approached CRETE and during their disermbarkation at SUDA
DAY, Over the intervening area of sea patrols were main-
tained at a reduced strengthe Contingent with service-
ability every effort was made to provide some aircraft over
the convoy throughout the hours of daylighte

Fighter escorts were provided on this plan
throughout the evacuation between the 21st and 29th April.
Hos. 112 and 203 sguadrons being located at HERAKLION and
the remaining units at IALELE. On 30th April and 1st
lay No. 2035 Sguadron aircraft were returned to EGYPT,

Reception of personnel from GREECE.

135 To receive R.A.F. personnel from GREISCE in CRETE
an R.A.¥. Transit Comp was established on 19th April at a
well concealed site with an abundance of natural cover

near SUDA BAY. ith the small R.AFP. staff available the
organization of % 1ls camp was a formidable undertaliing.
Ilowever, 1t was established with the aid of R.A.l'. personnel
disenlarked at CRETE from 5.5. DULAITA which was diverted to
CRETE when on its way to GRIEIZCE by H.Qe., R.A.F., liddle Easte.
Off=-loading of the material on this ship and its transfer-
ance to the dispersal area was also undertaken and achiecved
in little more than 24 hours = a superhuman effort with the
small number of personnel and the linited transport avail-
ablee.

1l The Transit Camp aimed at providing hot food for
all personnel on arrival and accomuodation for all R.A.T.
personnel during their stay in CIRETE. Blankets were
available for all persoanel, Additionally, an O0fficers
Jizss was established in CAITDA and provided accomriodation
for H.Q.,;, B.A.F,, GREECE officers, and those officers not
required with their units in Transit Camps.

Despite the improvised nature of the arrangements
and the "act that it was organized at short notice the
Officers Mess and Transit Camp were a success and met their
purposes adeguately; 1500 of all ranks was the peak rigure
reached in the Transit Camp.

ofconttde
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“he Carm wWas maintained in operation until

\ [ May 9th when the [inal evacuvation of all the remaining

v R.A.F. personnel took place by seca. IFrom the 23%rd

April personnel were being transferred to EGUPT by
Boniber Transpo: . and Sunderland aircrafit while a large
proportion were cleared by ship on 29th April.

W/T commmication at CAITEA.

45 By 19th April i/T communication was established’
with H.Q., R.A.P., Middle Bast, H.Q., B.A.F., GREECE and
all R.A.F. units in CRETE by R.A.F. pack sets.

A special night frequency was required for
commmication with H.Q., R.A.F., liiddle East owing to the
peculiar local wireless phenomonae A report on R.A.F.
signals during the whole period is given at Enclosure L7 LA

PART o Phase prior to enemy attack
on CRETE.
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16, On completion of the evacuation of all R.A.T.
personnel to NGYPT from GUEICE via CRETE the following
units remained :=-

Unit Personnel strength Full a/c
gtrength

No.30 Sgdne less nuiber of personnel 12
(MALEMRE) not required owing to

breaking up of specialist

sections.
M0e33 Sqﬁn.g skeleton 'mits which were 6
oa 60 " conbined to form a lurri-
(MALEME) cane unit. 80 Sguadron

had only very few personnel
in CRETE, and 33 Squadron
was at approx. half squadron

strengthe.
No.112 Sgdne. small maintenance party only 12
( HERAKL.ION) retained to operate Gladia-
tor aircraft for short period
Ho0.805 F,A.A. full squadron strength but 6
Sqdn. very small number of a/craft.
(MALELE)
No.252 A.1.E.S. full strength in personnel.
1\TO L] 220 A- I,i-Ea S-
17« Owing to intensity of operations in GREECE the

general state of serviceability of aircraft was very low
and could not be improved owing to lack of spares on the
island. In the / ~ a high degree of serviceability
was in fact maintained for a short period by robbing
ungerviceable airvcraft; it was clear, however, that any

./cont'de
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high standard of serviceability could not be maintained
without maintenance facilities.

T'ron the sersonnel aspect, all personnel ex
GREECE had had a vcry strenuous time and arrived in CRETE
somewhat low-spirited. Virtually all personnel had
logt their kit and had only the clothes they stood ine.
In conscquence the personnel were generally below norma.l
and required every encouragement to continue at a satlis
factory state of effliciencys It was the policy as faw
as possible to retain with units only the minimun of
personnel, thus allowing the remainder to return to
ECGYPT for a short rest and to be re-kitted. The inten-
\ tion of the A.0.C.-in-C. was to build up No. 33 Squadron
\ to full squadron strength with new pilots and aircrafw
| from EGYPT; No. 30 Squadron being retained temporarily
in CRETE for convoy protection -duties and No. 112
Squadron for local protection of the HERAKLION areao

186 Following the evacuation of GRELCE the enemy
continued intensive air operations against our shipping
at sea and in the vicinity of CRETE and SUDA BAY anchor-
age; frequent enemy reconnaissance flights were now
being made over the island. Our corriitments in counter-
ing this activity by the enemy allowed no relaxation of
effort and units were operating at high pressure.

19. In this period, Mo. 30 3quadron continued to
provide convoy protection for shipping to and from CILTE
and also vndertook daily reconnaissance flights in e
KYTHERA Channel area for enemy shipping movements. . Th=
remaining units at ALEIE and HERAKLION in the defence =f
local areas and of SUDA BAY anchorage and in the denial
of air reconnaissance to the enemye.

The plar. for the employment of short range
fighter aircraft was to maintain aircraft at readiiess
on the aerodromea. On early warning of 1 plus aircepralt
being plotted, one aircraft came to stand LY; if the
aircraft apvroached the island and was identified as
enemy the stond by aircraft took off and nade contact
with Operations Rooms by R/T (this had been developed
in the meantime) 50% of the remaining serviceable adsh
craft were then brought to stand by. It the raid
became a nunber of enemy aircraft all aircraft at stand
by took off to engage the enemy the remainder being
brought to stand by and remained under orders of the
Controller at the Operations Centrese.

During periods of congestion at SUDA BAY whain
unloading ships, standing patrols of one aircraft were
maintained over this area by units located at MALEME.

The periods of readiness were a great strain ou
pilots and it was found desirable to pool pilots of ualts
at MALEME to relieve the burden.

Very good results were being obtained by
A.}.E.S8. stations at this time. A weak sector however
existéd parallel to the coast and also for enemy aircraf?®
approaching from the South very little warning was recei-
ved.

Preparations to meet enemy invasion.

20, Trom relinble information received it was clear
that the enemy attack on CRETE was to be air borne.

= e nibtidy



/ it was
therefore
decided

to retain
them in use
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Lach aerodromne or landing ground was, therefore, a
possible landing place for enemy tran sport aircraft

and so reprcsented a potential nenace to the security
of the island. Owing to the weak garrison of the
island it was agreed with the G.0.C.-in-C. that no
additional landing strips were to be constructed and a
new site at PEDIADA HASTELLI tuen under construction
was to be permanently obstrueted, which was done Dy
digging trenches across the site and piliang carth between
trenches; further possible new landing ground sites in
the IESSARA Plain and near DERES in the Western end of
the isgland were not to We developed.

21 “he existing aerodromes and landing grounds
were situated at points on the island where it was
essential to locate land forces andto provide bases
froi which fighters could onerate to reduce the scale of
enenty alr attack. The G.C.C.-in-C. had every confidence
in the ability of the land forces to hold these aero-
droies

22, Stocks of fuel and atrmmition were established
at each aerodrorme and at RETIIO where also a signals
detachnient and a small refuelling and rearming narty
were also locateds R.A.T'. Detachiment HCRAKLIOH were
responsible for maintaining stocks at RETIIO.

23, All aerodroiics and DRETINC landing ground were
linked by W/T ~nd by one telephone line LHPOdgh G.0.R.
CATEA with il.7., R.A.F., CAYEA; the telephone was nost
wnsatisfactory as it was used to capacity for reporting
aircraft. All telephone lines were overhead and likel,
to be daaged by borbs or sabotaze. Tie AL B
stations had /T stand by coimmwnication with Operations
Centrese. RETIO did not hold cypher books but employed
transpo TtLOﬂ code for coixamication with H.G., R.AF.,

AUBA and [IERAKLION, with key sentences sent to tiem by
59801a1 D/R.

2lis All uscless ground on aerodronies was blocked
with barrels filled with earth. This oartxculaily
applied to the large aerodrome at IBERAXKLION which by this
means was reduced to flight paths with aCCGSo to and from
them to dispersal arecas and protective pensa With the
restricted size of IALEIIE aecrodrome only a comparatively
small area on the ijestern side of the aerodrome could be
obstructed. As an additional neasure full petrol
barrels were also located on the aerodrome covered by
machine gun. fire so that they could be ignited on irans-
port aircraft landing.

25 Protectivc nens were constructed at both
HERAKLION and [ ALSIE. At IIERANLICE large stone built
peuo existed to house 3 to L aircralt and these were
sub-divided to hold 2 aircrafte. Triangular pcns were
built on the acrodrome adjoining the main runway, with
petrol barrcls. The total nurber of pens available wo
9. At HALLCLE pens were made by excavating into the
shallow hill ledge on the South side of the aerodrome.
The height of +*he walls of the pen was increased by
using petrol bvarrels filled with earth. Iy such pens
were awvaillable and 6 more vere under varying stages of
construction. Building of the pens took L - 6 days

o/ contld,
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with shortage of labour and interruption of work by alr
raldse cueh time was lost with lack of gpades and tools
to cutb the tops off petrol}l harrels.

PTens were located under cover of a concentration
of Bofors guns; at HALEIDE in particular an aporoach frou
the sea was forced on the enery, as when eneny aireralt
made a low attaclk from the South over the hills they had
very little tiuie to locate the pens and from the amigle of
apnroach the pens nade a very poor tariet.

Aireraft fro LDUARLIOL were -oved cach nigat at
dusk to RETI 0, returning to TRRAKLICH early the following
MoOrNing.

25 Petrol and arrmunition was built into selcted
pens on the aerodrouies which were available for refuelling
and rearming airco-Lt. At RETIIO no protective pens Were

available but a path was congtructed fron the landing
grownd area leading to a small olive grove which provided

cover Tor a small nuwiber T girerafics Petrol and ariaun=-
ition were stored near tiais pointe In all cases at

serodromes refuelling pens were siarked with a red f£lag;
pilots of all mits were warncd of the detailed location of

these pens and therefore could et off the landing aveca
with a ninimm of delay to protective covering.

27 A ground signal was cstablished at a prominent
point on all aerodromes indicating the serviceabllity of
the acrodroil€s. The sirnal consisted of 2 boards ap;rox-
inately 15 feet long by 2 feet wide. I these heoards
were in wmarallel the aerodrome was P41t Tor use bubt if
crosscd at an angle of 90 degrees this signified "DO
HOT LAUD" and aircraft were then to proceed to either of
he other aerodrones to refuel and realile The position
o this ground signal at each of the 3 acrodroies was
circulated to all pllots.

284 R/T corrmunication wan develoned at G.0.R. CAVEA
and Ovperations Roor SECANLION Bor the control of the
fighter aircraft. A0 additional benefit from this was
thiat pilots could be inTormed in the air of the state of
serviceability of all acpodromes if any surprise avtacks
developeds

29 The A.A. strength at (ALBLE and BERAKLICL was
built up %o 10 Tiolors guns, with one 3" gun section at
“ALDEE and two 3" gun sections at HRIATTLION. Alternative
gitcs Tor Dofors .nd machine guns were established around
the acrodrore, each site heing protected with sandbags and
canouflaged; and slit tpenches were avallable Tor gun

crews. In addition up to L0 machine guns provided by
the Army and R.A.¥. were available at or near the acro-
Aroness A proportion of the R.A. T, machine guns were to

be retained undisclosed in buildings overloolking the
aerodromes during any preliriinary attaclks. TTo A.A. funs
were located at RETI;O0 and A.A. defence was linitel to
machine pung provided by the land garrison.

Dy the 10th t.ay two "I tank had been eatabli-
«hed near each acrodrome as aim additonal Torm of defencee.

30e Defence plans were prepared for a1l R.A.F,
mumits in CRETE and agreed between the local R.A.T. and
Army Corrigadress Asil.B.8, statlions were provided with
'+ a barbed wire surround. A1l 6fficers Comanding Units
|| were warned of the possibility of airborne invasion.

o/cont'de
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9« A strong liaison was built up by frequent visits
between Operations Room controllers, Tighter squadrons
persommel, and 0fficers Commanding A.M.E,S. stations with
the object of establishing mutual confidence and the whole
was a very good working organization. Co-operation was
developed also between both Operations Centres and plots
of sircraft were interchanged between Centres.

52, H.G., R.AF., CRETE was moved from the town of
CANEA to a semi-protected site on the hillside on the
Tast side of the towm and alongside Army Headguarcers.

A tented comp under cover of olive groves was erected
for personnel.

33, g1it trenchics and protected comstructions wer
available on a large scale at all R,AF., units to accomn-
odate personncl.

Enemy operations

Bl Trom the beginning of May until the 13th. May the
enemy air force concentrated on the attack of our shipping
to and Ffrom CRETE and while at SUDA BAY,

Prom 43th May onwards the eneny increased the
seope and scale of nttacks to ineclude our aerodromes at
MALEME and HERAKLION. At the outset only spasmodic
bombing and occasional lew flying attacks were undertalien
against these objectives ut these grew in intensity and
freqguency. In all attacks the enemy had a Very great
numerical superiority which included a preponderance oOF
fighter aircraft elther carrylng out low flying attack or
providing a heavy egcort Tor the bombers and dive hombers,
Tn all cases, except on approach from the South, we had
some warning of the approach of enemy alrcraft.

As a result of these enemy attacks our air forces
were gradually being eliminated despite being reinforced by
10 Hurricsnes over the npcriod. However toll of the enany
was taken and 23 enemy alrveraft had bgen shot dovm
confirmed, 9 unconflirmed and a further 41 damaged. The
heroic performance oOfF the small nwgber of Trighter aircraft
in CRETE is beyond proise. Tor some days pilots gave
bhattle ol every occasion at very great odds and would have
cantinued to do so cheerfully but it was realised that,
to continue, was a waste of men and material, A priority
of attack of enemy aircralt was 1a2id dovm but this proved
impracticable as eneily fighter aircraflt were always in
force to protect their bomber formations and engage our
Tighters, Towards the end of this phase of enemy air
attacks on acrodromes our Iighiuer aireraft were therefore
employed to deny the enemy air reconnaissance and 1o
undertake reconnaissance sorties; investigation of
intelligence reports such as serodrome construction on
the island of HZLOS, reported concentration of enemy tanls
in the MONEMVASIA area were examples of taske carried out.

A5 . By May 19th our air forces were reduced to 3
Hyrricanes and 3 Gladiators gserviceable at HERAKLION for
operations; the Hurricandcs had arrived from EGYPT 2 days
previously; 1 Hurricane cnly remained at MALEME, To. 350
Squadron Blenhelms were moved to BGYPT as they become
unservicesble for operetions coumencing May 7th. and were
fPinally all moved by lay 15th. ag convoy duty had then dim-
inished and the Blenheim aireraft were of no value against

/cont'd.
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eneny fighterse At this time the enemy werc attacking
acrodromes with large nunbers of fighter airecraft and it
was clear that if our aircraft remained they would either
be shot down by sheer weight of nuwibers or burnt up on the
ground. Ko larpge scale Tightercreinforcements were avail-
able from LGYPT. '

In consecqouence it was decided, in agreciient with
the G.0.C.~in-C. to fly the remaining serviccabhle aircraft
back to EGYPT at Lirst light on May 19th until thesc attacks
lessened. The intention was to return these aircraft to
acrodroncs in CRETD at a later stage and in greater nwibers.
ifaintenance personnel were retaincd at aerodromes to receive

i 8 8

airceraft on thelr revurn from EGYPT.

364 The eneny attacks on aerodrones included also the
neuntraligation of our A.A. defences around the asrodroiics.
Tiie continuous daily boubing and low straffing had the very
greatest effect in weocarying the gun cerews and lowvering their
morale.

R.A,F. _operations  ring phase prior to enciiy atigek on CIIETH.

37 During the establishiient of enenyy air concentrations
in GREECE for the campailgn azainst CRETE attacks on Greek

aerodromes werc made nightly by Viellington aircraft operating

from EGYPT; and in onc case by Deauvfighters wivich were

transferred from ALTA to ;IERAVLIOIT on the 16th llay returning

direct to PALTA on completion of the attack on the 17tk ilay.
Details of aittacks are :=

Hight 13/1L lay.

2 Vlellingtons attacked HASSANT aerodrones
2 VWellingtons atiacked 1ENMIDI aerodroiec.

Night 14/15 iiay,.

6 Wellingbtons gttacked IASSANI !TIIDIT and (EGCARA
aerodromese.

Hight A6/4T liaye

16 Wellingtons attacked IENIDI ARGOS and IIOLADI
acrodronics.
2 Wellingtons attacked MARITZA acrodrome RIiODES.

Morning 17th Ilav,.

& Beaufighters attacked concentrations of aircraft
at JIOLAOTI ARGOS and IASSAITT aerodromcs.

Winht 17/18 &g .

1 Wlellington attacked CALATO aerodrome (RIIODES)

Wizht 18/19 itay.

3 Wellingtons attacked IIASSAII and ELZUSIS aerciroriess
An accuratc assessnent of damage caused ot these
raids cannot be made but it is certaln that considerable
material damage to eneny aircraft was inflicted,

o/ cont'ds
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PART l} - Airborne attack on CRETE
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38 On the 20th iiay the attack on CRETE cormienced
and the narrative of events is glven below.

HARRARTVE OF EVEITS.

20th lMay.

39 HALTIE acrodrome was very heavily bormbed and
machine gunned Ifrom approximately 07.00 hours, Shortily
alfter 08.00 hours some 50O (aiproximately) glideps began
to land in the n ighbourhood, mainly in the wadi on the
Western side of the aerodrome. At 08.15 hourg narachu-
tigts landed on the Western fringe of the aerodrome and
East and Vlest of the acrodrome, also ‘Jest and South-west
of CANBA, on the AXKR TIRI Peninsular (llorth-cast of CAIDA)
and in the BUDA DAY arca. Bix gliders were landed on
the AXROTIRI Peninsular and three in the vicinity of SUDA
BAY and CAIEA.

A high proportion of the parachutists landing
Fast of MALEIE acrodrome were killed while the parties
near CAIEA were also rapidly ropped up; some snipers
however recmained on the AKROTIRI Peninsular near lcad-
quarters.

A small nurber of JU«52 aircraft crash landed
on the beach adjoining the aerodrome on the North side
and on the aerodrome itself.

The General lospltal aecar CAITZA was captured
at 10,30 hours but was retaken later in the morning,

(A report by an R.A.F. patient is given at Enclosure "B").

Low flying machine pgun and cannon attacks were
carried out by the enemy on a heavy and sustained scale
over the CAITEIA - LALEND arcas particularly where there
were no enemy troopse.

Enemy reconnaissance aireraft were most active
throughout the day particularly over areas where parachu-
tlsts had been landed,

Further paracnutists landed VWest of MALRBIE
acerodrome in late afternoon.

CAIIZA tovn was heavily bormbeds

In the evening our land forces near the acrodrome
were Torced to roireat to positions apnroximately 2 miles
to the Zaste

fleavy alr attacks on I[ERAXLION and light scale
attack on RETI!IO during the afternoon and riorning respect-
ively followed by parachute landings at 41600 hours
approximately at RETINO and 1845 hours at IERAIGION.
Parachute troons landed in the IERAKLIOHN area East and
West of the aerodrome and also West of the towne. LG
neither aerodrome did the eneiyy have any substantial succes=
thwough parachute troons established themselves to the Tast

£ RETIHO landing ground. AT bothh places cneny casualties
in parachute troops werc heavy.

It is estimated that during the first day the
following nuwibers of parachute and glider borne troops wers
landed :-

CAITEA 1,800
HALRIE 1,700
RETIHO 1,700

HERAKLION 2,000
o /Gont'd,
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liay 21ste

HOe Trom 07.00 hours widespread borbing atiaclks tools
place in the JALBIT - CAITLA area.

Continuous eneiyy air reconnaissance over the arcd.

Furtlher parachute troops laanded West of TATENE
aerodrorne and Soubth West of CAITDA about 09.00 hours and
were further reinforced later in the morning.

At midday troop transport aircralft comienced to |
land on the West side of ALEINE aerodrome and some of the ‘
heaches. ‘Throughout the afternmoon and evening an increa-
ging nudber landed and took off from the West side ol the
aerodrone.

A further hateh of narachute troops landed at
| 16.00 hours Rast of the aerodrome nealr Liew Zealand battalions
—and were quickly mopned Upl.

4 susteired scale of low flying attack using
machine guns and ce..on gong and light bonios was naintained
throughout the day over the arca of Lighting, Doriping was
continuvous in the LALTIE areas

CAEA town heaviliy bonbed.

During the worning enemy ailr recomnnalssaince vas
active over the . BRAKLICH arca and was accorpanled by
widesnread borbing and iiachine gun attacks nainly directed
arainst aerodrome defences.

The enemy parachutists which had landed the
previous eve:ning attacked ERAKLION town; the attaclk was
repulsced chiefly by the Greeks who inflieted heavy casualitics.

In the evening further parachute troops and
material vere drovmed at points where the cneuy had cstab-
lighed defensive pogitio s including one position near the
road from HEDAKLION to SUDA,

At RETINO a successful counter atvack by CGRILELS
and AUS'MALIAIS forced the enemy to retire some distance
from the aerodroic.

The ifavy intercepted an attempt at sea horne
invasion that nighte.

Ilays 22nd.

hile An attemmt by out land forces to recapture ALELE
aerodroric in the carly hours of the norning was only partly
successful and eventually they were forced to retreat Iron
the aerodrome ag 2 result of intengive enemy air actione

Troap carriers continued to land at IALEIE acro-
drome in a continuous stream throughout the daye:

At IERAITTON a further large nwiber ol parachute
troops landed Zast £ the aerodrore and Yest of the town
but none succceded in landing on the aerodrome itself.

At RETIIO a small eneny party cut road corrmni-
cation witi: CAVEA by establishing itself in strong position
across the road on the liecst side of the aerodromes

Enemy air activity was widespread in the HALEMD
and FEDALION areas throughout the days. ive houlhinz of
our troons and advanced mositions predominated as a form of
attack,

The iTavy intercepted a further attempt at sea
borne invasion that night.

_T=.'Ia‘|g 2 Ll‘@. °

h2e As a result of the counter attaclk on the aerodrone
the day previously, a gan had been left between brigades in

ofconbtdy
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this area. The eneny advanced into this gap and further
retreat to tlie East was necessary.
ifunrther troop carrying aircraft
out the dny at MALIII.
Further rcinforcerients were landed at T ERATTICH

0

landed through=-

and by the afiterncon riortar and nacnine gun Lire was
brought to bear on the asyodrolie and bm De

lleavy bombing atitack on (GERAKLIOH aerodrome and
towie

At RETIIIO an unsuccesgsful atteipt was made to
clear the enemy out of sirong points in the vieinity of
the aerodromnc.

The scale of eneny air attack showed no decreasce.
Dive bbuhing was naw confined mainly to close support of
enemy land forccsg.

EED.:H 2’;—_:5_120
HEN ileavy cir attacks on our positions in the

BIE sector and on CAIEA tovwne leavier houlps were
used agaiast the positions of our land Torcese.
The enery began to advance along the coast
towarde CANEA and our right ;1aaA wus neavily presscde

io major change in the situation either at
HERARLION or W~L¢;P. AL AL ION bvﬂodrohe Penorted 1
tenable as a result of Onemj nacnine gun and noriar five.
liay 25th,
Lylee The eneny continued his advance towards CANLA,
the advaiice heing accoimwanied by a heavy scale of dive
bouhing and low fliing attacks. CAITEA town again heavily

boirheds
o change iu the situvation at J[ERAXKLION or

pevefe fi”“ g continuved all day In the area
between CAMLA and A
General u¢tuatlop deteriorating.

Eneryy air activity shwowed no relaxation of

L

effort.
No change in the situation at [BRAKLICH or
RETTIO. :
May 27the
hé. Our land forces took up positions ncear CAIIEA.

The situation now shoved grave deterioration;
preparations belng madd for evacuation.

A proportion of eneny alr activity now trans-
ferred to back arcas Zast of SUDA DAYe tovenient on roads
was particularly harassed; villages on the roads towards
RETIIO and SPANIIA boribed. eavy borbinzx attack on
HERAKI.ICIT tovmn. so change in military situation at
RE”I..O or 'LJJJ,LI‘L’\.I..LOT ®

liay 20the

576 Army fighting rearguard action iln SUDA BAY areae.
Inemy air activity in rear arcase SPAIIETA Doubed,

s/ contide
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Enemy fighter patrols haraseing road novenont towards
SPAITKIA, Lnemy reconnalssange alreraflt freguently
over SPAHITA areas

HERAKLICH garrison evacuated night 28/29 iays
Further marachute ]andings in the "ERAKLION area on the
evening of the 28th llay and enemy now had strong forces
establishied on the Last side of the aepodrome, also on the
road leading to the South of the island and to the West of
the towne. Strong attack probavble on 29th laYe

ituatics at RETINO wicaangede

l}‘}. uvnery land forces rmoving slowly along SIDA~
Pfh” TA road, SPANITA dive Do ed during eveninge
Lneny ailr peconnaissanee over back arcate
Convoy with "ERAXKLION garrison dive boubed
throughout daye
i 1? rearguard position determined.
Evacuvation couiiencede.

May 3Qth, 31st and Jung 1ste

Q4 Svacvation conitinved during these nights witlhiout
serious iunterderence Treoil the enemy. Inciy scale of air
attaclk in back ureas reduced.

Two Swaderland aircralt were emmloyed on the

nighte of 30/31 Yay and 318t liay/1st Jwne to assist evac-—
uation.

Reports by R.A.®, officers on the attack on
MALTME end HIRAKLION are given at Bnelosures 'C!, 'D',
it o =1
Bt and ‘H?,
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R.A,F. Operations during the attack on CRETE.

50. Aircraft operating frow bases in EGYPT which
had becn bowbing enemy acrodrames in Southern GREECE and
the DODECAILST regularly since lay 13th, continued their
attacks after the invasion started.

On the night of llay 20/21 TOPOLIA, LENIDI,
ELEUSIS and IIOLABT were hoiibeds Several fires and ex-
plosions were caused and at ELBEUSIS bopbs fell ailong
disversed aircralt. The first attack on IALENE aerodroiie
after the invasio:. started vas planned for the night of
May 22/23 but aircraft of the South African Air Force
were unable to take off owing to bad weather conditions

in the ‘iestern Dcsert. These conditions persisted foi
2 days.
510 On the morning of ilay 25:d tio- flights of 6

Hurricanes each werc despatched to CRETE with orders to
land at HERANTIOL. Unfortunately the first flight vas
shot up by a Taval barrage en routees Two of thei: were
shot down, 3 returned to their base, 1 landed at HELAKLION.
0f the second £light four were rendered unscrviceablc
owing to damaged tail wheels on arrival and were returned
to EGYPT the followwxg morning of the remainder onc was
shot up and burnt out on the "r und by enemy aircraft on
tihie following morning.

_The Tirst actual attack was mode on lMay 23rd
by 12 Blenheims which borbed eneny p031t¢onﬂ in the aiter-
NooNe An attek wis made by Dlenheims and Harylands in
the evenings. These borbed and nachine ﬁunled about 130
JUH2" 54 Ten of these were secen to be dCSuPOJGd and many
others damaged.

52, The next night (24th) 8 Wellingtons bornibed
HATTIE acerodroiec. Large persistent fires were started
and five othner fires were seen on the beachs During the
day 5 Iurricanes attacked cnemy vositions in IENAK.TON
arcas At dawn on llay 25th Hurricanes and ¢iw 1ter Dlens-
heims were despatehed to P ALELE but failed to find theilr
objective as a result of low cloud and very hecavy rist.
Later in the nroning llarylands and Hurricaincs succecded
in finding their target and bombed and machnine gunned
aircraft on the acrodrome. About 2l JU«H52's and fighters
viere destroyeds In the afternoon 2 Blenheims bornibed
aircraft on the zround and sticks were seen to fall among
them. “hat nlrht MALRIE was agailn bombed, this time Dy
four Wellingtons which also atiaclked the beachcs near tae
acrodrome .

Ze On ijay 26th & urricanes attacked MNALEIG, D
JU.52"s are known to have heen destroyede. Several other
aircraft were probably siiot down. In this atitaek many

JU.52's were damaged on the sround by machine gun filc.
At dusk Dlenheims and Marylaﬂds set fire to other JU.52's
on HNALEIE aerodrome. That night a further raid was .1ade.
Five aircraft arc believed to have becen destroyed.
BExplosions on the becabhes were heard which were followed
by fires.

5lie On the night of Ilay 27th Blenheims and Hurricancs
shot down three 96.80 s over the sea and at dusk {urther
Dlenheing attacked TIALEIE acrodrome and destroyed several
of the 4100 aircraft (approximately) which werc seen on the
ground,

o/ oont ids
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That night Wellingtons detailed to attack troop
oonceatratloﬂ° failed to find their target and boubed
MALEME aerodrome instead, Sgven fires were staritcd, one
causing four explosionss -SCARPAITO was .. also attacked
that night and again on the following nigh (28th) with
8 Wellingtons taking parte. . A fire was followed by a
violent exnlosion.

554 gix Wellingtons attacked SCARPAIITC on th.e night
of May 29/70. Two others atiacked IALEIE aerodrome and

a further two borbed CATAVIA (RIIODES). I'o results were

seen in any oT thege three raids,

56 The ne -t nigh (30/31 lay) 40 -Vlellingtons bornbed
LMALENE and TERAKLION. At LALEME 3 wnildentificd aircraft
were burnt out and two fires followed by explosions wvere
starteds At IIEQAKLION larpe fires were Sbaﬁued on the
serodrome Tollowed by exnlosions and six JU.52's were
damaged on the ground.

5L s Pighter patrols were maintained over H.lM., Ships
movong to and from CRETE. These were continucd tlie next
daye 5 dU.88's, 1 lle«110, 2 Cant 1007 and 1 8.79 viere
shot dowvn and 3 JU.88's werc damaged.

58 s HERAKLION was anain bombed on the night of

lay 31/June 1. Qnc large fire was started but thls pre-
vented furtier results being observed. . 5 Wellingtons
boribed VALBLD wherc they destroyed L aﬁr0°aft and probhably
5 others and started 4 Tires.

59 e In addition to these offensive operations medical
supplics and food were drowned at LERAKLIOI and huTIiO on
the night of iay 23rd. fortunately those at RETILO

dropped into the sea but $u ther supplies were 1aﬂdcd
mafelj Qn.the ﬂlun+ of ay 2L/25. Supplies were also dro—
pped on liay 31=t for troops ayalting euhaviagfion at
SPALITA.
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EVACUATION OF CRETE

MALEME AREA

690, When R.A,F, personnel from Nog, 30 and 33 squadrons
and No., 252 A,M,E,S, arrived at H,Q,, ReA. Ty, CRETE on May
23rd. from the fighting zone around MALEME they were in an
exhausted and pitiable condition., They had been through the
heaviest fighting and borne a share of the brunt of the
parachute and glider attack on the aeprodrome and had lost all
value as fighting troops. In consequence, 0,C,, R.A,F.,
CRETE decided on lay 24th, to move these ypersonnel, together
with the R,A.T. Headquarters personnel not required, from
CANEA to a camp site near VAMOS (12 miles Bast of SUDA BAY)
and away from the fighting area, The party was approximately
230 strong of all ranks. R.A.F, operational headgquarters,
including O0.C., R.,A.F,, CRETE, Signals and Cypher versonnel,
remained with Army Headquarters,

61, The personnel of No. 805 (IF.,A.A.) squadron at
MALEME had filtered back to CAI'EA at the same time as the
R, A.T'. personnel, These reported to the Naval Officer i/fc
SUDA BAY and were subsequently evacuated by ship from SUDA
BAY later,

B2, On May 26th. the Army front West of CANEA was

broken., In discussion with the G,0,C-in=C,, it was determined
by 0.C., R.A.F., CRETE, that no offensive action was then
possible as his troops were in no condition for such action,
The military plan then was to hold a position near SUDA BAY.

It was clear at this time that evacuation from the island was
the only course of action open. This had been represented

to G.H.Q., M.E., Dy the G,0.C-in-C., but no approval had been
received,

63, Anticipating this developuent, 0.G,, R,A.F. CRETE
moved the R.A.I", personnel from the camp near VAMOS and the

230 Squadron detachment from SUDA BAY to SPANKIA on the

South coast, a probhable port for evacuvation, during the night
of 26/27 May. Three days rations were taken for the paprty

and a strong signals party accompanied it. RJA. P, operational
headquarters continued to remain with Army Headqurarters,
Headquarters R.A,¥. ljddle East was notified by signal of this
action and was also informed of the disposition of all R.A.F,
persommel on the island at this time,

6l The party arrived at SPAHKIA on the morning of the
27th. May and established themselves in caves near the beach
and opened up signals communication with Headqguerters R,A. T,
CRETE and Headgquarters R.A.T, lNiddle Bast and announced theirp
arrival, During the day the party was joined by airmen of
No. 252 A,M.I.S. who hac escaped southwards after the attack
on MALEME,

65. On the 28th. .lay Army Headquarters and ReA. T,
operational Headquarters arrived at SPAHKIA. Evacuation had
then been ordered.

G0y On the night of.28/29 May 100 R,A.TF. personnel were
evacuated tqQ BGYPT:Lby destroyer, On-the follawing night the
~ remaining R.A.PF, peprsdnnel at SPAIKIA, less R,A.F. operational
Headquarters, were despatched by Glen %hip to Fgypt. o =
f . é . % Tx
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67. On the night of 30/31 May 0.C, R.A.P. CRITE together
with the ¢,0,C-in-C, and Naval Officer i/c SUDA BAY and their
respective staffs were evacuated to EGYPT by Sunderland. It
should be noted here that arrangements at ABOUKIR for the
reception of this party were excellent; hot food and beds
were available for the whole party in the Officers' liess.

0.C. R,A.F. ABOUKIR (Group Captain CULL, D.S.0.) was thecre in
person to greet the evacuvated party.

HERAKLEION AREA

68 At 0600 houi. on 28th. May, 0.C.,, R.A.F. EZRAKLEION
was informed by the local Army authorities of the decision %o
evacuate that night. 0.C. R.A,F., IIERAKLEION did not inform
the bulk of his airmen until 21,00 hours but officers were
inforned during the day of this decision.

69. Owing to road comrmnication to the Sputh of the
island being blocked it was irmossible to inform the part at
MASSARA plain, which had been sent there to open up a landing
ground, of the decision to evacuate, and wireless cowmmication
was not possible. 0.C. R,A.T', HERAKLZION appreciated tlhiat the
R, A.T. persomnel in the southern area of MASSARA Plain should
be in a position to get away from the South coast. The
nunibers of personnel involved were aphroximately 9 oflfficers

and 52 other ranks,

70, On arrival at ABOUKIR Group Captain BEAMISH was
informed of the R.A,F. personnel on MASSARA Plain and he
reported the situation again to HoQe, RAF,, M.E, and to
the R.A,F, Liaison Officer with the local naval authorities,
but at that time nothing could be done to achieve their
evacuation. It was lmown that the R,A,T. party in the
MASSARA Plain were in touch with the local army authorities
in that area.

71, 2.A.F. HIRAKLEION, including No. 220 A.M.Z.S.
personnel, were embarlied on H.i.S. ORION. The embarkation
of the party was uneventful, Hoviever, at about 0700 hours
on the morning of 30th. May the ship was attacked by dive
bombers; these attacks were sustained throughout the day
until 1500 hours. During this time three direct hits with,
1t is believed; 1,000 Ip bombs, were registered on the ship
and the resulting casualties were heavy, mainly to Army
personnel, but 2 R.A.F. personnel were killed, 11 were wounded,
and 11 are missing and preswmed killed; many bodies on board
being blovm to pieces making identification impossible.

T2 On the night of the 2nd/3rd June a small party of all
Services made an lf,L.C, serviceable which had been left on the
beach near TYMBAKI by the NWavy and evacuated approximately 77
personnel of all Services; 9 R,A.T. prersonnel were included
of which 3 were S.A.A.F., part of the flying crew of a Maryland
which crashed near TYMBAKI on 25th, May.

bout 20 miles from CRETE an Italian submarine was
encountered which took all officers prisoners, including 2
R.A.F, officers (No, 112 Squadron) and 2 S,i.A,F. officers
(No. 24 Squadron).

The survivors arrived in EGYPT on 5th. June and
reported that approximately 1000 British persomel were in the
TYMBAKI area; +the remaining R,A.T. personnel were with them,
As far as was known no R,A.T. personnel had bheen injured by the
intensive day and night bombing and machine gun attacks which
had been undertaken by the enemy in that area,

/cont'd.
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D One R.A,F, officer and 11 other ranks were located
at RETIMO, No communication was possible with this
detachment as the roads from CAITEA and HIRAKLEION were biocked
by the enemy, It is not known whether the decision to
evacuate was received by the British troops in the RIETIIIO
area. The R.A.F. personnel were wnder the guidance of the
local Army conmander in that area.

T The R.A,F. personnel situation following the

]

evacuation of CRETE is given in Part 8 of this report.
PJIE\RT 6 »

EITEMY AIR TACTICS

Reconnailssance

Thia he enany mointained intensive air reconnaisgance
over CRETE during the period prior to the attack and during
the attack itself.

Vhile our :'ghter aircraft were in operation the
majority were high £l.ing single sorties (about 15-20,000 £t)
obviously taking photographs. From a crashed aircraft a
most detailed photographic mosaic of the RITIMO area was
found and it can be assumed that detailed photographs were
available of all relevant areas in CRITE.

It was quite normal for L or 5 reconnaissance
alrceraft to be operating at intervals over the island dcily.
Dornier 417s and 215s were normally used.

During the attack when our air forces had been
nevtralized continuous reconnaissance was carried out from
a very low height and at a very low speced. Dornier aircraft
viere again employed and in a few cases Henschel 4126 ajircrafd
were seen, To assist recomnaissance aircraft locating their
ovn troops in this phase, white Verey light signals were
employed by enemy ground forces and ground strins were also
used as ground to air signals., Large Nazi flags were also
placed on the ground or on trees at conspicuous positions to

indicate positions of ground forces. ilessages were not
dropped from the air or picked up from the ground. 1t is

most probable that R/T communication was available in aircraft
undertaking close reconnaissance,

Bombing and dive bombing

76. Attacks against aerodrome defences, shipping, A.A.
and coagt defence positions and against our land forces were
mainly dive bombing attacks, some medium level bombing was
also employed against aerodrome defences, shipping and A, A,
positions at SUDA BAY, while low level attacks were used
gainst CATIA town, corodrome defences at MALEME, and

HERAXLEION, and our ..my positions in the MALEME - CA¥EA area,

Wnile our fighters were operative enemy boiubing
raids were practically always escorted and protected, The
tactics were for a small formation of Tighters to accompany
the bombers and remain high above the objective during the
attack, while a further independent formation circled the
aerodrome from which opposition could be expected. e 1098
and 110s were employed.

/conttd,
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For the boubing attacks, the zgreater proportion of
aireraft were JU.o87, JU.88, Do.17 and Do.21 5, though soue
He.111 were sgen at Lnuefvalu, JU.38s predominated. Dive
bompers operated in loose formations of 3 - 12 aircraft;

he attack was sustained by waves of circralt operating T
sucecession, small *OPm&uLOﬂu up to a maximum of 9 aircrait
wndertook MGQLUL level and low level attacks.

The ltovography of CPdwd e such that objecti~es
were readily located on closing the island. Sonmbher
formations Ire ~~entl" anproached direct to the objectiv
and carried out attacks without deWﬂV if fighter oppos 1u¢on

Wus to he expected. A ﬂﬂOpO“ulOl o homber formations,
owever, appeared to meke a landfall near RETINMO and gvung

right or left d@”uﬂdLﬂJ on the objective being CANEA in the
SL‘ D.!i\\. ‘;C.I)A—.{ r‘] rei O L _.LJ Ji'i’._’\xli.}._l L'JJ.O].\] L]
Hach &LVL bomber appeored to be allot ed a

purulca ar owjeetive and attached ﬂQQJV1duM¢ T Ajmost
invariably the jut away was made to scaward 2t a low altitude

when fighter aircraft were operating.

] Dive bombing against the well defended SUDA DAY
area, was resolutely carried out in tae face of A.A.
opnosition. Koraally the dive comuenced at approximately
SHQ,LOO Pect and boobe were released at a steep angle of
dive at zbout ),OOG feet; whe aircralt made thelr get away
at a very low height over the hill tops and headed ub““ﬂ“d
The individual standard of bomb aiming did not appear high,
Ut thie results wore cehvieved with numbers of alrcrafld
srployed.

VWhen fighter opposition was 11thDTDLO, cneny dive
borber aircraft forn.d a circle over the objective and dived
at the torget in succession Following the leader. The

ttack being prolorged Tor approximately 45 minutes QOPu“dlﬂg
on the gize of the Lormation.

Attacks appeared to be governed by *He leader and
all siperaft rcligiously followed the leader's tacties.

This was the normal practice in atitacking pou¢tionp.bcld ny
ovr troops. Teliable information indiecates that dive
bombing and low level bomoing employed for cloge support is
directed almost entirely by R/T.

The bombing of the towns of CANRA and HERAKLION,
which were gurite undefended, was carried out sys tematically

by sectors over a period 0? dayas The Lfirat auuach Mbamnut
CATRA was moade :,M¢1ut the Govermiuent building which receivedl

direct hits. Subsequent dbbn g against bobth uOMlo ﬁh:’”“eu
Lo ave o pa ‘tl”uﬂa? ODJecuwvo but to be dirccted v ite
indiscriminately against the town itsell

500 1b. bombs are believed to have been the
heaviest employed; in the main the 250 1b borh was used.
o incendiary bombs were dropped. In all cases bomba were
fitted with wﬁistling vanes. Some bomus with smell delay
actjon were used but the HLTk of the howbs exploded

immediately on impact. The percentage ol dud bomps was
VGDJ low exeendt Low anti-personnel bombs dropped by Tishicrs
A smail amount of night bombing was undertaken durin’ the
moon period particalarly in the EEAAKLION ared. This form
of a%tack was disturbing to personnel but otherwise not
profitable and it appeared to be carried out for nuisance
value only.

./Joont'd.



Pago «-» 20.

Fighters.

& Tor escorting bambing raids fighter aircralt
operated in Tormations of 6 to 9 aircraft, Tor low
flying attacks approxisately 6 - 30 aircraft were used.

In most cases aircraft split up into sections of 2

with one acting as leader with the second aircraft around
the tail of the leader., In practically all cases fighter
formations had one winger aircraft weaving around the

tail of the formation. Low flying attacks against
aarodromes were carried out from a very low height using
machine gun and cannon fire and small anti-personnel bonlbs,.
Aprroaching the aerodromne a2 proportion of the aircraft
opened up with machine guns fired cuite indiscriminately.
Tear the o»jective, formations echeloned to one sgide and

s plit off to attack individual objectives. The fori-—
ation refroned after the attacl, Abttacks were sustained

over aerodromes for an apnroxinate uweriod of one hour,
aircraft being contiinally oa the watch for any uovemnent
seen around the acrodroue, S1it trenches were particular
ohjectives and were machine gunned freguently; transport
smoving on roads was invariably harassed and destroyed,
The accuracy of fire fron: aircraft was good on the whole;
the speecd of fire of aircraft guns was very siriliing and
it was also noticed that considerable gquantity of ai:uni-

tion was carried by each aircraft, Small bursts rormnally
were used against pinpoint objectives, a numnber of attacks
being made against eacii one, The greater provortion of
fighters used were iMe.110 after our fighter opposition had
been eliminated. Jor the attack of aircraft on the ground,

a very high propertion of incendiary ammmunition was used;

it seemed also thit 2 separate attacks were made against
alrcraft with an interval of apnroximately 10 minutes,

The theory held was that the first attack holed the aircraft
and released fuel; <The second attack set the aircraft aon
£ir6,

Parachu

75, (a) Parachute aircraft.

For the initial dropping of parachutists waves
of 9 - 12 aircraft (JU.52) were employed. The aircrait
flew in open formation of 3 aircraft and disgorged
parachutists in a terrifying cloud whils still in formavion,
The aireraft flew at about 500 feet. On releasing their
load, aircraft turned to seaward and returned to their
basez at sea level, ReinTorcing flights were always made

o

in large Tformations and dropping was on an extensive scale
at each point. from personal observations made on the

Tirst morning of the attack, apnroximately 12 parachutists
were carried in each aircraft. Later this nwiver secmed
to vary and figures of 7 to 20 personnel have been reported
as being dropped from individual aircrait. A nwiber of
parachiutes were seen which did not open. Ajreralt
dropping supplies by parachute or reinforcing troopsc were
guided to the positions of the enemy ground forces by

Verey light signels used in profusion by ground parties.
Prior to dropping, J,U. 52 aireraft bringing reinforcements
or supplies flew in a circle above the area and methodicolly
studied the location of their ground foreces and normally
dropped their lo:. on two rung over the area. Heavy and

/eont'd.
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pull: supplics were seen to DHE droPTed.wﬁ*' L to 5 parachutes
attacied but normally onc alwiinium container wag dronped
with one parachute. Motor cycle combinations, anti-tank
guns and mortars were geen to be aroned Trom a¢rcvaxt

Marny COﬂbaanPo, of food and medical supplies mainly, Jcll
into our hands and the wmaterial was found to be exce 1lent.
It is interesting to note that anti-tank rifles/had a small

carriage fitted with inflated rubber tyres. dropped rom
) aircralt
(b) Air Tpanspo:'h aircrafi

JU.52 airveraft acting as air trunup0ﬂt normally
operaoted in small Formations of a maximum of 3 timed to
Srrive at their destination within short intervals and
representing a ccntinvous stream of aireraft dvring the

hours of dayiizht, On landing 3 to L personnel already
on the spot rushed to the aircraltv and ﬂulﬁ@& to unload it
and the aircraft left with very little delay. Timed ovaer

a period ol onc d&u, one transport aireraft landed and took
off within 5 minutes These aircraft landed and took ol
in an incrediply 'ma11 space; estimates are OO to 500
yards, Transport ailr cra;t returned to their bases singly

proceeding at a very low height,

/econttd.
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PART
CONGCLUSIONS
¥l A true picture of R.A.T. operationg in Crete

camnot be ovtained unless it is seen in relation to the
baclkground provided by conditions existing on April 17th.
At that date the general position was that there verc two
agrodromes in existence, at Hoth of which a small amount
of work was gtill going on, and one landing ground. No
R.A.F'. Hoeadquarters nor R.LA.FF. station organizaticn were
egstablished on the igland. A form of fighter defence

xigted for Suda Bay anchorage with one F.A.A. sguadron
at greatly reduced strength supvorted by onse A.M.H. 5.
station and the Greekk Observer system. o experienced
personnel were availavle at G.C.R. Cansa to control
fighter operations and there wasg no operations cdntre at
all at iieraklion.

80, In conseguence an almost entirely new
organization had to bhe bulilt un in Crete. Remmants of
the Tighter squadrons Trom Greece were flown to Crete

but these aireraft had alrcady beesn operating intensively
in Greecse and Tor the most part were badly in need of
maintenance. The pilots too had been nut to a very
gevere strain over the past six months, wihile the
maintenance personnel htad been equally overyorked and had

now to undertaike ticlr work with virtually no ground
equiprnient, inadequate tools,; and a very smzall rouge of
spares.

Bl The flcadquarters and Operations Room Stafls were

dravn from evacueces ILrom Grecce. Many of them, partiocul--
arly the Oper.:ions Room Stalf, had little or no previous
experience oi tUhe duties allotted to them and there was

no selection to be nade while the remainder wore obviously
disturbed as a regult of the Greek campaign and took gome
time to setbtle down. In all eases with persomiel Trom
Greece they had lost their private kits, camp kits, cte.,
and had only the cloithes they stood in. Asvery limited
replacenents only were available in Crete this factor
alone prevented personinel settling down satisfactorily;
their main wish was to get to Igypt for a short rest and
to be re-kitted.

82, t is clear {rom reports of aerodrone oongtructim
in Greece, particulariy in tlie Peleponnese area;, and fraom
the concentrations of aircraft seen by our air
reconnaigsances operating from Egypv, that the enemy had
eastablicshed at aerodromeg in this area a heavy concen-
tration of air forces. The obvious rolec of these air
forces was to neutralize our air forces and A.A. defences
on Crete hefore attempting tiie zirborne attack.

83. From subsequent Lappenings, it appeared that the
enemy plan allowed soven days (May 13th to 19%th inclusive)
to ligquidate our air forces. This period may well have
been on a sliding scale and the final air-borne attack no
doubt took place when our gir forces had, in fazct, been
neuwtralized.

L., The scale of attack camnot be esbtimated, but it
was sufficient to undertake very Lrequent devastating and
sustained att cks on a nunber of aerodromes on the island,
not alone the existing two and one landing ground, over
the period oi the operations. Waste of bomber effort,
which could have veen diverted niore profitably elsewhere,
was obvious in the continued bombing of Canca ond

./ conttd,
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officers was despatched that day to find a
landing ¢ trip which could be made usable in a very short
period; a reconnaissance of this area had been made
earlier in the ¥year by Viorks Directorate representatives
Tor an aerodrome and a site had Dbeen selected whicl: would
have taken pome months to prepore. What was now sought
was a strip landing ground for refuelling and reariing in
eMnergsency. A landing strip was in Tact found which it
is understood wWwould have been ready Ffor use by May 26th
but it was then too late; addlitionally it would not have
been possible to provide adequate stocks of material
there owing to the road from Heraklion being blocked.

87. In summary, then, the c.emy air attacks during
the preparatory phase ending on lay 19th had fully
neutralized our air forceg and substantially reduced the
aefficiency of our A.A. defences. The Tirst eneny obhject
had been attained and the stage was ses for the airborne
attack.

86, With *he limited air forces availeble, and the
very small nunbers of aerodromes in Crete such a state
wag inevitable against the heavy enemy gscale of atltack.

89, Additional aerodromes and fighter squadrons
would have delayed the date by which the enermy nad

achicved this regult, buba very heavy effort indeed would h:x
have been necessary o counter it. Farther A.A. guns

Jood.

would have had liuvtle eifect on the gituation.

90, The next sphage was the capture of an aerodroe
in Grete. This cormenced with intensified boribing and

ground stmalfing of ilalerme cerodrome and surroundin; area
prior to the dropping of well equipped parachute troops
and londing airborne troops in gliders. It 1is arparent
that the scale of this attack staggered the defence and
8 measure of surprise was obtained on this account.
There i Ul

Vo)

1
1
s little doult that a large proportion of the
garly parachute troops was ammihilated, but somne zections
of them obtained a valuable initial success imiediately

or the wegt side of the actunl aerodrdre and in the arca

a61ll further west of the aerodroine. The initial
guccessg on the aerodrome was exploited later by the
parachiwutists who had landed furt er west. The widesnread

nature of the atbtack was also a big factor in embarrassing
he defenece giving then unexpected tasks away from the
aerodrone. There must have been sone doubts in the mind
of the eneny if it was possible to capture Maleme and
this may well nave inspired the lLieavy attaclk on ieraklion
in the afternoon. It was clear however that hic policy
was decided on the night of the 20th/21st May, if not
earlier, and on the morning oi the 21st the eneny
concentrated all his elforts on lalecme and gucceeded.
| During that day he was able to land a stream of transport
aircraft with soinforcing troops and material; this stream
increased in volume ag the enemy hold on the acsrodrome
increased. A valiant counter attack by the New Zealand
Division undertaken when heavily embarrassed Dy enery
alr forces failed to prevent this situvation mainly on
account of enemy air action.

9 The key to the situation in Crete had »ow gone
and it was only a matter of days vefore the enemy vere in
a pogltion te force the dissue in that ares despite the
fact that the seaborne reiniorcements of the ener, had been
wiped out by naval action.

./cont'd,
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92, The complete air superiority held by the snem
rermitting the unmolested dive-bombing and ground sitre
of our land foreceg continuously wus undoubtedly the
factor in weakening the defence. The morale factor
played a large part at this stags; the land forces
employed had ret -aed Lrom a campalgn in Greece where the
enemy alst had a.c superiorily and soon became wearicd
and dispirited when similar conditions developed. Ko
trained troops were avaitwable to relieve them in the
fighting area after severe vombing attacks.

S5 The opersations of oul zir forces bassd in
during this period uadocustedly weakensd the enemy b
comparison it was only a drop in the occan. The

occasional day attacks were an inspiraticn tc the —ortion

of our ground forces which saw them, but the value ¢f

these attacks in stimulating the morale generally was lost

with the incessant appearance of cneny aircraft over our
lines at a low helght and with complete freedom of actiorn.
With the amount of novement of enenyy land forces in small
partiecs there were no profitable objectives for attack in
support of our land forccs; Maleme acrodrome and the
immediate environs was the sole point of supply for the
enemy land forces and revrecsented an objective of
outstanding importance where mater’al damage could be
achieved by day and night attacks.

9L, Reviewing the situation in retrospect the
following factors emerge in the defence of aerodromes,
Ve s '

(1) that acrodrome defences against airborne attack
must include deep dugouts around the perimeter
to counter the effect of the preliminary attack

of the acrodrome d=zTencesg. Men and guns muast
be tell undiscloged in these dugouts. A

gystei: of communication from a command vost must

e installed in these dugouts go that personnel
can be kept inforrcd of the development of the
attack.
(ii) independent of these dugouts a large nunber of
small protected pcsts gcatbtered over a wiice

1

area would be of walue in the wiginity of the

asrodrone to countur the effect of parach coists
dropped in a widesnread manncr. The vilyerabil

i
of parachuve troops when dropping or immeciately

on landing has beer: proved.

(iii) strong armoured rokilc forces rmust be held in
h icinity of the aerocodrones in supl G o0
the vicinity o ercdromes in PPOTL O

dugoutz defenceg and the scattered posts in Hh=

vicinity of aerodzomes.

95,5 Regarding operationg in the gacond phase as a
wuole, it is evident that for a sussessful airboiiie
attack a high measure of local air guperiority must be
obtained, so that the massed dropping of parachutigts can
Ve achieved; and more important still, that the continied
supply of reinforcemnents and material can be providzsds.
Detailed air reconnaissance also rwuast ve continued by tha
enenty throughout this phagse to determine sectors wu.ere
timely assistance is required.

96, Cace the use of an asiodrons is scgured |
enemy ‘then corcotrationg of foress <¢an be rapidly

-

v and our attat ing Corces willi e consiantly 0ppusBEa

by fresh men and sn augne.ntad scale of material includirg
guns and light vehicles. The mobility and fire power ol
o/ contid,
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he airborne force will.be ever ingreasing. Without
gquestion the capture of an serodrome is the key to the

- success of an airborne invasion,. In this connection it

must be pointed out that the Germans will endeavour to
congtruct an aerodrome adeqguate Lfor transport aircraft

as soon as they land. Any prisoncrs talien will be cecmmloyed
on thig- works :

97. Finally the close supnort afforded by the German
air force in Crete to their ground forces represented the
very closest co-operation and was the nmain faotor in
achieving their rapid succesc. In Crete this clogse
support could not he countered but it is firmly believed
that if this can be done in any future campairns against
Germany the main bulwark of the German war machine will
he weakened.
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PERSOIMNEL SITUATICN POLLCYTNG THE
TVACUATION OF CRETE
P 10 JUNE 8th, 1911

“BADQUARTERS, R.A.F,, CRETE
and OPFRATICNS ROOLL, CAITEA.

Returned to BGTT

WISSING : -

907459 A.C. Harding, i/ Op,
9L107L A.C, Sellars, .
529974 Cpl. Gully, 6 i
523912 Cpl, Zalmer, "
529109 Cpl, ‘oods, “
972079 A.C, Davies, C & B,
753055 A.C., Nutt, T/Asst,
1014659 A.C. Trollope, D9
620719 LAC, loore, A.C.H,

Port Detachment, SuD. BAY,

Returned to BGT ;= 17 adrmen returned,
HISSOE ;-
544130 A,C, Cassidy, DL T,

No, 45 Squadron.

Returned to ICTVT := 1 Airman,
75929 Sgt. Langrish, A.G,

SIDSIG -

?/0 May. (woundc.) )
P/0 Churchill )

1/6/ 1

RETII Detachment,

I'il:[SSII\TG ol

/0 Reeves,

Cpl, Cantwell,
643936 A,C, Schofield,
976686 A.C. Underwood,
775033 A,C, Star,
774245 A.C, Tenger,
614044, AC1 Bassett, A,

1157688 AC2 Bennett, K.R,
928052 AC2 FHutson i,
532173 Cpl, Jones, R.T.

112 Sadn,
1'5[/0}_),
‘%Op

A.C.H,
"

No, 230 Squadron Detachment,

Returned to EsYPT r= 1 Cfficer and 7 siirmen,

R

Page see 20w

:= 19 Officers and 67 ..irmeng

last seen in Overations
Roem, CANRA, 23/5/14,
Forming pew canp site S5,V,
of CANEA, 19/5/41. o news
since,

Injured by bomb on 17/5/L41,
Transferred to 7th Ceneral
TTospital and placed on D,I,
list, No news since 20/5/4
but no bed cases were evacu-
ated from island,

Tast Bseen near SUDA DAY

26/8/ 11,

Had been shot down over CRETE

Last heard of on beach,

In commnicadfon with H,7.
until 24/ 5/ L1, llo ncws
since,

E

o/ conttd,



Wo. 250 Squadron Detachment (cont'd)

PEEE sesna s 28a

The Officer concerned was a Cypher Cfficer - /0 Venon - who
was placed in charge of the detachment by 0fficer Commanding,
R.L.P, Crete,

lio, 252 A.:i

S
Leid gl e

Returned to IGT :-

KILLED @ =

916209 Cpl, Strong, R..

ACAH

s TSING (believed killed): -

Kerr

ACAH
ACA
ACT

HI SDE :-

938672 ACH
965665 ACH

Elder, A.D.
Flder, J.
(*ibson,

Barbver, H,L.
Craven, C.

1 Officer and 38 firmen,

R/iiech,

R/Cp.,

DM, T,
it

1

Service lPolice

w't R/Op.

621380 1.AC dantle, J.S. R/iiech,
AC1 Petterson, G & By
IAC Richardson, R/iiech,
AC1 Roome, o & B,
AC1 Thorpe, W/t R/0Op.

537793 LAC Salles, C.E, A,C.H.

IssTi (wounded) :-

F/Lt. Babeock, T.H. 0.6, 252 A MBS,
LAC Tearson, DA, T
LAC Shipworth, i

Cpl, Collins,

( seriously wounded),
w.0.11, Left in hospital at KELIDES

MATFLE ,

MISSING (wounded) :=

Commander Deale, 2l.4., 0.C, FALME,
The remaining F.A.A, personnel reported to Maval Officer i/e
SUDA BAY, and were evacuated under his orders,

o, 30 Squadron,

Returned to EYTT :- 2 officers and L6 airmen,

KILIFD Ioi ACTION,

sgt, Austin,
569410 IAC Stone,
IAC Thomas,

LISSING (believed killed in action) :-

7/3gt. Fridd,
LAC Juilliam
LAC Stecdham
IAG Sturman
./ conttd,
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HMISSING (beleived to be priscners of war) .

Sgt.
Cpl,
Cpl.
TAC,
LAC,
LAC,
IC

AC

523085

MISSING :-
¥/Lt, Cullen,
?/0 Daston,
B/0 Vetton Cremer,
" 8gi, Hoves,
Saty a1,
Sgt. Ellin,
Sgh. Beatty.
Cpl. Lawrence,
Cpl, Worthington,
Cpl, Gulliver, '
Cpl, Williams,
Cpl, ake,
Cpl. Bond,
Cpl. Donohue,
Cpl, Smith
Cpl. Urigley.
Cpl, Pennystone,
Cpl, Day.
Cpl, latthews,
Cpl, Gerrard,
Cpl, Russell.
1AC, liocney,
TAC, Stone,
LAC . Fenton,
IAG ., Talker,
LAC, Betts,
L:C, Nioholls,
LAC, Gillan,

5.0

I/ Rep.

s/Ldr, Deakin
/1%, iason
F/Lt, Lewis Dal2

Yo, 3% Sguadron.

Returncd to ZETT 2

KILLED IN ACTION

561664 Sgt, South,

626946 TAC Iaton,
956986 AC2 Banks,
553233 LAC Dixon,
634430 AC1 Johns,

MISSING (wounded): -

s/1.dr, Vowell,
P/0 1iyhill,
363326 .0, Firman,

“ickering,
Harrison.
Dear,
Greenhalgh,
Ldwards.,
Jilliamson,
Longbottom,
Ralph.

Tlectrician

6. paigh

%ﬁci ﬁeﬁge}
TAC . Dulligan,
LAC, Spalding.
I.ML\C. Cal"terl
LAC, Cherry.
LAC ., Stewart,

.. TAC. Honeycoube.
IAC; Poole,

_ LAC,. Tiood.

 LAC. Oswald,

~ TAC. iloyle,
AG. Thompson I/Reu,
AG., Goodhand,

~ AC. Zelbord,
AC . Griffithd,
AG.. ¥illiams, A.C.H.
AC, Grilth,
AC, Evans,

_AC, Hogg.
AC, Bell,
AC, iugpin,
AC. Snott,
AC, Dow,
AC,- Abbott,
LAC, LPritty.

H.

1/6/14

Jo news

Last seen on beach,

At HAIERE, 20/5/kte
since this date,

Officers and 57 Airmen,

F oA .E e
#/1iech,
ATTIC
1/Cyol,

0.C, Ne,33 Squadron,

W.0LE). .
SEl ,/cont'd,



TAFE asv.e o990,
No, 33 Sguadron,

MIssie (wounded) Cont'd,:-

34,9688 Sgi, Fairbanks, /0
64,7375 Act TFuchanan, 7/Rigg,
1010916 4A02 Craig DM, T,

MISSING -

7/0 Dunscombe
5 / 0B

/0 Butcher
566695 Cpl, Whitehurst, Pitter 2.
561114 3g., Elson, %
56134 Sg.. Tilltinson, R
54,2272 Cpl, litchell, P/Liech,
Sgt. Butterick, Pilot

1"

Sgt, Raynish,

Sgt, Leveridge, *t

573107 AC1, Smithson, V. B,
548957 IAC. Tweddle, Elect,
545906 AC1, Stone T/iiech,
775137 AC2, Gewelberg, A.C.H,
62584 TAC, Creen, I/Ripg,
620,83 LAC, Penniceard, F/liech,
QL3705 AC2, 'ryor, i
628566 AC2, Smith, F/irmr,
774,528 AC2, Ceringer A,C.H,
77710 AC2, Schnitz it
627129 AC1, Pendegras, I/iiech,
522212 TAC, Brockes, Armr.,
911380 AC2, Farrish, 1/0p.
549487 AC1, Yeomans, Tlect.
540402 4C, Durwell, £
629379 AC1, T'rame, A,C.H.
621123 AC1, Dean, T.iech,
AC1, ¥ind Armmr,
72809k ACT, iller, i
553780 AC1. Drown, 1"
639375 AC1, Wickendon, A6 H,
ACY, Nelson, 1/Rep,
1250619 AC1. Rogers, Glics 5D,
631307 LAC, ‘ilkinson, ACH,
123,.,.. AC1. Walkinshaw, %
965505 AC2, Taylor, €, & B,
981928 AC", Riley. A.CH,
370365 Sgt, Cross. N/ord,
631988 LAC, Trinder, i
AC1, Beaven, !
AC2, Ii,tchinson, A,CH.
Sgt, Hill, Pilot,

N0o,.220 A,li.0.5,

Returned to TEYST :- 1 Officer and 36 Airmen,

KILLED IN ACTION,

915757 LAC Nash, L.C. R/ilech,
637661 LiC Copnlestone E,

NTSSING, believed prisoner of war (wounded).

915518 1.AC, Threlfall H,J. ) ‘lounded, Last heard of in liospital
9415849 IAC, Cope R, ) at FERAXLION,
952128 ILAC, Black, A, )

985841 AC1, liarsden, ./ conttd,



No0,220 A,

M,BE,3,

Page o -3’1 -

DIES of wounds received on boord H.M.S. "CRION".

552083 LAC, Keenan,

611470 AC1, Whiteman,

MISSING

949908 AC

2, Cookson

94,9901 AC2, woodhead
643609 ACY, Fellows
643009 A1, walton
968851 Cpl, T'idge
952128 AC2, Dorrington

R.A P, Station, HERAKLICI!,

Returned

KILIED,

—

Embarked on M,M,S, "ORION",
but not seen after bomb
explositn,

to BEYDT :- 10 ¢fficers and 54 Alrmen,

92,008 AC1,. Thompson, N.G,
517861 Cpl, Greenfield L.R.

DIFED of wounds,

AC, Tabern,

MISSING:-

537677 A/Sgt. Andrew

5%3209 A/Sgt, Harrison

556092 Sgt. Tunter 112 Sqdn,
562228 Sgt, liackrill 33 Sqdn,

529742 Cpl, Alexander
926371 AC2, Bradley J.U.
1121683 ACZ, Clark AE,
525808 Cpl, Crabb A.G.

949738 AC

1, Copley D,

535997 Cpl, Cantwell T,
552523 AC1, iacFayden J .M.
1163257 A02, Horthover N.H.C.

934293 AC

2, Rankin R.J,

915033 AC2, ‘treasurc C.R.G.
517349 Cpl, Millar W,S.

MISSING -

3/Ldr.
F/Lt,
/L,
/0

B/
F/Lt.
P/0 .
F/0
P/0

F/Sgt.
Col.

e e e P e S e A LN N

Last seen bathing on a beach L
miles T, of HEPAXLION aerodrome

on 20/5/14,

Timbarked on H.1i,S. "ORION", Not
geen after bomb explosion,

Admitted hospital from RETLIO
before 20/5., Ilo further news,

Tpumble  0.C., R.AF, FERAKIION ) Last heard of on beach

Howlett G.R.E}.
Davis
Dilly, C.N.

Valachos ».J. (D.F.C.)

'y 112 Sqdn.
Hutton, T. 112 Sqdn,
Car side 1412 Scdn,
Hamilton (Ifurricane Sqdn)
Carter
Lymne

% 1/6/14,

Last heard of procceding to MESSARA
Plain, 20/5/41,

) Last heard of on heach

AR

)

ik, 1. @
W.E,M,
/cont'd,



R.AF, Station, IERAKLICN,

MISSING (cont'd) :-

Cpl, Findley
Cpl, Tlobbs
Cpl, Criffiths
A/Cpl, Crawford
LAC, K3ing
IAC, Wallace
TAC, Snowden
LAC Greening
LAC Chandler
TAC ,Duff

LAC Johnstone
LAC Dunlop
IAC Stevenson
LAC Boag

LAC I'eards
TAC Walters
LAC Jones

LAC Liddle
LAC Tialker
LAC Culnliffe
Cpl, bayes
AC Addison
AC Craggs

AC Hoods
AC  Hydson
AC  TLumsden

AC Scales
AC  Woolley
AC Bishop
AC Toster
AC Lonsdale
AC  Paddock

AC Allen
AC  Brown
AC Hace
AC  Sken

3gt. Falkner
Sg.. Gakley
Sgi, Wheelan
Sgt. Vebb
Sgt. Dawson
Sgt, iatkins
LAC Reed

@ TLast heard of on beach near TY}

Prisoners of .ar,

F/0 -Permett 112 Sqdn,
/0 Bartley 112 Sqdn,

¥/ Rees
AC Crumell

No, 24 Souadron -~ SAAW,

Returned to B(YST :~- 2 Airmen,

Prisoners of ‘jar,

Lt. Ford SAAT,
9/14. Gill  SAAF,

TR
PR NS

|

)

)
)

PATE ene)le

W.E,M., @
T/Arm, @
Pits,I O
T/Rigg @
Fit,IIE @
Tlect, Il @
Arm,
ACH(GG)
LT
[1}

F/Mech @
Fitt, IIE @
F/iiech @
/Rigg @

n @

1] (*}
I/Rep. @
P4Et.IIR
MW/Rigg @
';{:JF/OP
4,08,

1

1B kS

P/Rigg
A O,

n

n

Pitt ITA @
n

F/ilech
W/ Op
"

»ilot

"
Havigator
W/ op

1"

i

@

I on 1/6/11,

Taken aboard Italian submarine

2/6/1!"1 a

Believed prisoners of war

Taken prisoner aboard
T+alian submarine, 2/6/u41,

Jconttd,
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Returned Casualties in Total Z
to oD Battle of CRETE Casualties
Headquarters, R,A.I', CRETE |
(and Operations Room, CAITA) ) 9 ' 95 gia
Port Detachment, SUDA BAY. 160 1 18 =
No, 45 Squadron, (1 afc crew) 1 ) 3 67
RETTHMO - 10 10 100/
No, 252 A.lL.E.S. 39 17 56 304
MATERT  (0.C.) - 1 1 100%
o, 30 Squadron _ 148 70 118 607
i o - 3 z 1007
Ho. 33 Squadron 59 52 141 L75
No, 220 A.M.E.8. 37 1l 51 2T
No, 230 Squadron Detachment 8 - 8 -
HERAKLION (including 112 Sqdn) 64 76 144 58
Vo, 2L Squadron, S.AAF, 2 2 I 5064
1 &fo crew)
GRAND TOTAL :+- 367 257 618 L2

Group Captain,
Officer Commanding,
10th June, 1944, Royal Alr Force, C R E T E.
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Enclosure “A" to report on "AIR OPERATIONS
' IN CRETE.
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DETATLED SIGNALS REPORT,

R.A.F, CRETE.

PERIOD I7TH APRIL TO 3IST MAY, 194T

Ya Introduction.

Prior to the above period, it was intended that
Crete should be used as a base for "2Z"™ Wing operations
against the Dodecanese.

For the "Z" Wing plans it was decided that Herallion
should be the Headquarters. At this unit there was already
in existence three medium power transmitters carrying out the
following services:-

(a) Point to point, Headquarters, R.A.F., Middle East,
and Headgquarters, British Forces, Greece, on 9230
Kes day and 46I5 Kcs night.

{(v) H.E, D/F on 6500 Kas.
(c¢) M.F. Beacon on varying frequencies.

Apart from two AM.E.S, Stations, no other wireless
facllities existed on the island.

2. With the German infiltration into the Western Desert
and the foreseen collapse of the Greck front, "Z" Wing was
disbanded and the deflence of Crete became of first priority.

On 17th April, 1941, Wing Commander G. R, Beamish was appointed
to command, with A/S¢. adron Leader G.H.F.Hurst as Chief Signals
Officer,

e On arrival in CRETE on 1%7th April, the only additional
signals equipment available was that which had been collected
for "zZ" Wing operations.

b, Telephone communications on the island was limited

to one operational line between CANEA and HERAKLION; an additoc.. °
line was in course of construction. MALEME, 252 A.M.E.S. and
220 AMLE.S5, were linked to the operations Centre also by one
direct line. No duplication was possible through shortage of
material, particularly telephone instiuments.

The whole telephone system was most inefficient;
speech was bad, congestion of traffic delayed calls, and high
winds caused breaks in communications. In fact telephone
commurrication could not be relied on.

S It was now decided that Headquarters R.,A.F. should
be established at CANEA near Army Headguarters, and on the
night of arriwval a pack set was installed and communications
with Headquarters, R.A.F. Middle East was established on 8078
Kcs day and 4054 Kcs night.

6, From this date, I7th April, I94I, commences the
gignals story in detail.
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18th April.,

P On the 18th April, as it was realised that telephone
communications were poor and would be the most easily sab-
otaged installations on the Island, pack sets were installed
and opened up on a frequency of 33I0 Kcs., chosen for its

good day and night rcsults; communication heing established
with 220 and 252 A.M.E.S., MALEME, HERAKLION, and Headquarters,
CANEA. RETIMO was added to this frequency the followlng day

. whepn a signals detachment was despatched to this landing ground,

19th April.

8.4 S/S "Dumana", originally bound for GREECE, was diverted
to SUDA BAY, and 560 packing cases of various classes of
equipment were unloaded and conveyed to a site under olive trees
about .14 miles from SUDA., Every one of these cases was
examined in an eager search for wireless and electrical. equip-
ment. The following itoms were found, quickly transferred,

and put into use:-

(a) One P.E. power unit, part of a well equipped photo-
graphic lorry. (This was the only auxiliary power on the
Island, and undoubtedly saved the signals situation. It
was treated with extreme care and ran for hundreds of hours).

(v) Two T.I087 transmitters.

{c) One Remote Control Panel, Type 3.

(a) Two metal rectifiers for charging.

(e) Heavy batteries,

() Miscellaneous items.

9 Oné T.1087 was installed and came into operation on

R/T as soon as valves could be flown out from EGYPT. It
proved its worth within a few hours in the control of fighter
aircraft, all of which were ordered to revert to one frequency,
1.8, 5450 Kcs.,

Power supply at first proved a little difficult as it
was unwise to keep the only auxiliary set working continuously,
It was known that the town had a 3-phase supply, but the admin
istrative work necessary to get this installed would have taken
days, so it was done without authority. It is hoped that the
CRETANS are not still looking for an enormous unbalanced load
on two phases.

1.0s The metal rectifiers were worth their weight in gold.
MALEME had no power for their starter trolleys and at times
these two rectifiers were giving an output of 90 ampres at
36 volts. No charging boards were available, but coils of’
D.3 cable were wound and proved excelleht as resistances.
The Army had 400 miles of D.3 or D.8 on the Island, and none
of it was put to better use.

1hs Four T,77 transmitters and other equipment ex S/S
"Dumana®..were returned to CAIRO.

Personnel.

12 The personnel problem was ever present and the section
had little rest, but they worked their 12 or 16 hours a day
uncomplainingly and it is not possible to speak too highly of
their good work. Communication with Headquarters,R.A.F.
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Middle East, was maintained throughout the whole period,
often under the most trying and difficult conditions,
On 24th April, Signals personhel arrived ex GREECE, and
one senior N.C.0. and three airmen asked to be posted to
CRETHE . This eascd the situation somewhat.

1.5 On 26th April, a Type X was received and put into
operation.

14, HERAKT,TON transmitting and recciving stations were
heavily bombed, Equipment fortunately was not damaged and
was moved into caves.

15, It was decided by the Officer Commanding that it was
far too dangerous to keep Headquarters in the Town, and a new
Headquarters site was chosen and speedily erected under the
protection of the cliffs into which Headquarters moved on
l2th May. The fact that Signals wanted nearly half of this
new accommodation was a little upsetting at the time, but the
Officer Commanding supported his Signals Section in every
way possible, and we eventually took over Tour out of the
nine dug-outs constructed.

Security lMeasures.

165 It had nov 1 come obvious that the cneny were det-
ermined to capture C..0TE by an airborne attack, and the
Officer Cormanding satisfied himself that everything possible
had been done to ensure the rapid destruction of all S. and C.
Publications throughout the Units in CRETE if an emergency
arose. Although 5 incinerators were recady at Headguarters
and sufficient at other Units, it was thought that it would
still take too long to destroy the huge number of books held.
Headquarters R.A.F. Middle East was signalled regarding this
and agreed that many should be returned. The Chief Signals
Officer, who made repcated inspeetions of all units, visited
MALEME and instructed the Senior Cypher Officer to return all
surplus, which was done; but unfortunately, although at every
other Unit full destruction was effected, MATEME books vcre
all eventually capturcd by the eneny, the Cypher Offiecer
thinking that the raid was just another bombing attack, when
in fact, after this attack, hundreds of parachutists descend-”
around the Hecadqguarters building.

L7, On 16th May, the Headquarters Camp site was bombed,
One signals N.C,0., Cpl Brown, who had done exccllent work,
was killed, one Signals Corporal and two operators were
slightly injured.

18, On the 18th May, the Chief Signals Officer wvisited
RETIMO and HERAKLION. Whilc at RETIMO, one M.E. 110 circled
leisurely around the “drone. It was considered that the W/T
set and personnel, which had been located in a house near the
landing ground, should be nmoved to a placec of greater security,
and the Officer Cormanding agreed to this. The set was
subsequently locate’ near Army defensive positions under co. -
of olive groves.

At HERAKLION, it was noticed that full preparations
werc being made to get the transmitters working in the caves,
but incessant dive bombing and machine gunning held up the
GREEK workmen who were installing power, This power install-~
atlon was never completed, as, on 20th May, the invasion
started, thousands of parachutists being dropped at key points.
HERAKTION suspended H.B. D/F and M.F. Beacon services, and
continued point to point on pack sets,
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26, One night only was spcnt with Army Headquarters under
trees at this new site, and the next day the Army, Navy and
Air Force left in convoy for SPAHKTA, arriving on 28th May.
The R.,A.F. stopped through M.T. failure at a place about

16 miles from SPAHKIA and opened up communication later on
moving during daylight to caves near the sea.

2% On the 28 th and 29th May, many messages of vital
importance were clearcd by R.A.F, signals, which was the only
wireless link available, Having had nothing but Most Irmediates,
Emergencies, or Immcdiates, for so longit was refreshing when
finally on the 29th all traffic was cleared and Headquarters,
R.A.F, Middle East passed through an "Ordinary".

28. A skeleton Signals party remaincd behind to maintain
communciations to the last minute. They finally left by
Flying Boat about midnight 30th lay.

295 The R.AVF., gct wag then handed over to the Navy for
continued use and fin:l disposal,

Signals Lessons,

30, So well have Signals, i@ gencral, perfected their
organization, that there is little to be lcarned from
experience& in CRETE, probably one of the most difficult
countries in the world from a Signals poiant of view, when
continually on the move, owing to high mountains and impassable
roads; but two points are worthy of note:

(i) G.P. Sets, light in themselves, must be contained in
light robust cases. Of thc two sets moved to SPAHKIA
in the final stage, onc was in a light case and easily
handled, the other was contained in a heavy case and
proved most difficult to manhandle down a mile of ¢liff
face. Additionally when cneny action rcstricts movenent
on roads to night only it is neccessary to have somc
readily transportable unit so that the set can be taken
away from the roads and the station set up in a comparit-
ively seeure position,

(ii) A more efficient form of portable charging set is most
desirablc. Such a set must be readily transportadble
and should comprise two charging circuits.

(Sgd) G.H.,HURST.
Squadron Leader

R S e e v e e

3rd June, I94I. Royal Air Force, CRETE,
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Enclosure "B"™ to report on "AIR OPERATIONS
IN CRETE"

REPORT ON ATTACKE 0N 7TH GENERAL HOSPITAL,

NEAR CAIEA - CRETE.

15 On the morning of Tuesday, 20th May, 1941, at approiimately
0430 hours, the 7th General IHospital was attwo%nd by a large
numper of enemy aircraft. The Hospital was dive bombed and
machine guanceéd until about I030 hours. ‘

2 About this time shots were heard being fired in the
hogpital grounds. They werc from guns of cnemy troops which
it was afterwards learnt were dropped by parachute. Later,
GERMAN troops entered the tents and ordercd all (about 300)
patients to lime up on the main road of the hospital ; only very
secrious cascs being allowed to remain in humber one ward. A1l
patients were dressed in pyjamas or hospital biue; a number had
no shoes or slippers.

3. When we were lincd up and «l1l the tents had been searched,
the red cross flag and the Union Jack werc hauled down and the
GERMAN Swastika hoistecd. This was done by about 20 GERMAN troops.

4, ‘We were then nor:hed out of the hospital on the main
CANEA - MALBME road, and inte a wood two or three hundred yards
away . We were made tc sit in an open part of the wood without
Lin helmetd, When enenmy aircraft came low over us wc put

our hands in the air to show that we were prisoncrs of War.

5. In this part of the wood therc was a BRITISH army rqtion
dump . The GERMANS gave us food from thlo, - biseuits and cheese,
Water was drawn from a nearby wecll.

Bis Latcr we were ordered to move on through the wood ia front
of the GERMANS. We did so until a BRITISH tank was spotted in

g vlearing. The tank was, however, helpless with us in front

of the enemy and So it moved on.

8 Weecarried on again until we camec to a road where we were
made to stop while a scout was sent out to verify that the way
was clear. This done, we moved on until we camc to a rather
thin part of the wood where we were made to lic down flat.

8. We lay herc for some time, and saw onc of our patrols
coming towards us. They stopped about 75 yards away and sct
up a Bren gun.

9. Unfortunatcly the men of the patrol knew that the cneny
/as in this part of the wood, but not that 300 patients from
the hospital, now prisoners, were also there. Their Tirst
burst of fire killed several paticnts. At this point an
AUSTRALIAN Major who was one of us, stood up and shoutcd
diregtioms to the puteol. After about a quarter of an hour
of firing over our headls, the encmy was pushed back into the
part of the wood through which we had just cone.

166 .5 We walbed for scveral minutes and then we made off towards
the hills and to fhc artlllery positiciwhere we remained until
about 2330 hours. (20/5)

of GO



Llis At this time we walke@ by road to the BRITISH troop
positions just outside CANEA wherge we stayed during the
remainder of the night of the 20th and until about 2I00 hours
on the 2Ist. We then moved back to the hospital and into
caves on the shore. We remained herce during the night of the
2Ist and on the day of the 22nd, until 2I00 hrs when we werc
instructcd to move back inte the tents of which the hospital
proper consisted.

1 On objeceting to returning to the wards we were told that
since no trecatment could be given owing to loses of supplies -
those werc believed to have been burnt by the GERMANS - we had
permission to rojoim our Units.,

13. About sixty of us ~ade a party, and with six rifles supplied
by the hospital authoritics made oulk way to CANEAL.

14, From there the other airmasn,A.C.Treasure and mysglf made
,

our way to R.a.F. H.Q. where wc arrived at about 0300 hrs on
the 22nd llay.

H.D,HUNTER. Cpl.
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withdraw from our cover under heavy aerial attacls for*another
S miles where we at last made contact.

Throughout the day we held the left flank of a ridge
and as evening approached took up new positions in a gully on
a hill side. Here, Col. ..1len, after consultation with the R...T.
Officers, decided our men rceded a rost. Unfortunately, we were
unable to contact the 5th Brigade, as once more the eneny had cut
us off. 4 message was prepored by Lieut. Sutton, R.H, to be taken
to R.A.F. Headquarters, C .7A, repeated to the Naval Officer in
Charge, SUDA BAY, and volunteers were called for, to wit one Officer
and one airman, to take this message. I, together with 522638
Lac Cooper, started off at 1600 hours and resched 5th Brigade
Headquarters in a village about half-way between CANEA and MALENT
after hazardous detour between sniping eneny piquets, I laber
broceeded to HQ. RAW JANEA, and arrived there at 0930 hours on
the 23rd May. The rest of the Scuadron followed the next day,
about 30 strong.

(Sgd) R.E.CROWTHER.

Pilot Dfficer,

St S B s By Tt ey Sy B P oy
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. D# The successful landing of these carriers and the resulting

reinforcements to the enemy in troops and small artillery, enabled
the enemy to hold successfully the aerodrcme in spite of coumter
attacks by N,Z. forces on the sedond and third day.

B, In the evening of the third day our troops were forced
to retreat fron the second ridge giving the enemy almost unin-
terupbed use of the aerodromne.

(Sgd) V.C L WOODWARD
Plying Officer.
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June,

In conclugio

1941,

Bth

CATTRM T AT
SULMILARY.,

on, I would stress the following observations:-
Parachutists first landed widely scattcred
Ve TE. DrGHs

Later tlioy landed, concentrated in clearly
defined areas.

Therc is cvidence of a rapidé change of plan
by (or regarding) the W.Z. troops at the
acrodrome, on thc night of May 20/ Ist.

I regard this as a turning polnt

)l 3

lhere is some evidencc that, after the first
landing, enemy operations wero directed fronm
the ground; but Uhpy were carried out mainly
from the air - it was the aeroplanes that
advanced, a few mortars and snipers being
sufficicnt to follow up and hold the grounc
so cleared.

There is no doubt that the Station was
deliberatcly left until May 21st. On

Moy 19th, aircraft flew so low that they narrow-
1y missed onc of the masts, and it is impossible
to belicve that our exlc+pnce had been over-
locked. 7ot until the afternoon of the 21st,
however, did any bombs fall on the site; and
then bombink was thorough and prolonged for
threc or four hours.

(Sgd) J.W.BRITTON
MlvlﬂQ Officer

- e -



(CECLASSIFIED










25rd - 27th Hay. During the followingz three
days, recco continued to be made and supplies dropped 4o
the bodies of troops east and west of the area, and it
becane clear from visual observation that a considerahle
concentration of troops was being bhuilt up some 410 miles
ceagtwards. During this period bowbing and ground stralfing
continued and on 23rd lMay the towa of Herasklion, which was
now almest completely cvacuated withh the emception of the
hospitals, was subjected to heavy bowbing attacks by

large formations of DO.17s supported by le.l110s These
attacks on the town and the harbour were repeat od on a

e Ty

smaller scale on the succeeding evenings and pamphlets
were dropped warning the civilian population of the
congequences of participating in action against the cnemy.

During these four days attempts were made by the
smaller body to the west of the town to filter across to
join the larger body to the east of the aerodrome, as a
result of which commmunications with the south by the
KIOB508 road were Irequently interrupted.

On the thh Hay, the town was bombed Lfirstly by
6 - D0.47 and then L 37 Jﬂ.ub in 3 formations approaching
from the south.

28th Ma:r., On the mo;mlﬂfr of this day, at about )
10,00 hours, tiae de.cnces were again subjected to a very
heavy attack and shortly afterwards about 50 troop
carriers landed some 18 parachutists each bhehind the
eneny derfences to the east of the aerodrome, making some
900 fresh troons in all. One Ju.b52 also landed on a strip
some % miles to the south of the aerodrome on high ground,
and subsecuently took off again.

At about 16.30 a heavy dive bonbing and ground
stralfling attack whichy lasted 1% nours was directed
against the valley which contained Brizade and R.A.T.
lleadrouarters. The Aviy and R.AP. Zarrigon, hewever,
evacuated ieraklion on the nisht of the 235“/2 th iay,
and did not, therefore, eciacounter these reinforcements

Sipgred S. Gaskell F/Lt.
S. Cooper F/Lt.
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Eneclosure “"G" to reraort on "iulR OPERATIONS
1 ERETEY,

EXTRACTS FROM A R:POR N THE INVASION AND
JLI“(T.L'LG T.L;.J. I OI‘.T O]‘ L {) [y CJB O iie I‘Il L S J..: OCJLTED l\}.lliuniR
HERAYIION,

L On Sundey, May 11lth, night raids cormmenced really
seriously, and contlmued with increasing intensity until
the finsl attack, lasting from about nmidnight to dawn

and duriag this period they wecre practically continuous.

n may 13th, therec were six afternoon raids of from six to
fifteen aircraft, dive bomblng and grouné straffing. There
was o raid of about 20 aiferaft at dusk, which passed over
the station at about 100 fect,

2 At this pericd, the gerodrome was fully ready for use
and therc existed an operations organisation capable of
controlling fighter sircraft, had thege besn available iwm
nurbers. S0 leong as we hnd any serviceable fighters (the
maximum ever avoilable was five Gladiators), they were never
caucht on the ground,

Se From May 15th caward, there was severe interfcecreance

of telephcne cormunications, dus to bombing and machine
gunning of the lines. The results were then passed to

Operationg by W/T satisfaf®torily, but due to this interfersncs
and conscguent delay, 7t was arranged to carry out R/T control
of our fighters, when . . vborie from the stobions For this
purpose, a c131;@1 systen of informing our fighters of the

approach of enchmy alireraft was developed,
4, On May 18th and 19th, raids were incessant, except
for a period of g few hours abt night. On Tuesd:y, Moy Z0th,

it had beon imposgible o obtain ehy information from Reia.l.
HERAKLION, over the telephone, and as the situatlion was
clearly OuV@lDPi&P ranldiy, a visit was made to the Operations
Room to see what information was availeble, It was learned
that at CANEA and MAIEME, 211 secret publications had been
destroyed that rorning ond also ot No. 252 A.M.E.S. It

was agreed to keep No. 220 AQ.E.3, in operagtion to the last
possible moment: the Jjirmy Cormmander erranged to send a cofe
word se a sipnal ror destructiocs, whsh Ie congidered it mnsafe
to keep the npparatus any longsr,

D The main attacic cormicnesed at a2bout I400 hours, at a
congervative estirate between 1400 and 2000 hours; somc 750
aireraft were used in the HER'KLION ARE.4, in dive bombing,
low flying bombing, mochine gun and paraclhiute attacks, They
come egver in Fortialions of from 50 to 59, No.220 AJdIE.S.,
which was some 6 miles oubtside the defended area received a
separate attack of over 3 hours duration. All personnel not
on duty were in trenches. Personnel on duty continued a8
normally. The "TY and "RY vans were in some measurc proteeted
by the pits, but the informatiofj had to be passed by W/T and
2 tributc should be paid to the W/T operators for continuing
this work from cover of tents.

6. During the evcauation, oll cyphers, sceret and
confidential publications, lctters, documents and reccrds
were destroyed. FEach shest was separately burned. Borbs

v/ OO o
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9, It was dedided to quit the site at dawn and
endeavour to enter the defended area through the Black
Watech liness. No arrangements had been made officially,
but in an interview with the Black Watch a few days
pregviously, this plan had been considsred, Just before
dawn, though the set was failing fast, comtaet with
Operations was made by W/T and sent a2 message asking that
the Black Wateh should be warned of our approach, This
message was acknowledged and repeated back, but was in
effect, never passed to the Black Watch.

L0y At dawn with full water bottles, rifles, ratiops
and all available ammunition, we lecft the station. It
was deemed inexpedient to fire the living teants, as this
might attract attention and they only contained clething
and personal belongingzs. 41)l personnel wore or carried
greatcoats, as at this time the nights were bitterly cold.
Sonme enemy aircraft passed overhead whnen the party were cn
route and as there was no cover, signs were made to them

in the hope they would take us for parachutists. They
did not attack. thereafter the going was rough, down and
up the sides of the ridges, bubt there was a good deal of

cover, of which all pogsible advontage was taken, On the
approach of snemy aireraft, all personncl remained absolubsly
still and we appeared to be uncbserved. No enemy Torces

were ehcountered at the outset but later some parachutists
wekc met and we were attacked by machine gun, tommy gun and
rifle firs. Onreturting fire, these attacks were for the
most part quickly stopped. L party led by Corporal Ban-
field menaged to outflank onc knot who were rachine gunaing
us, and three prisoners were taken. When appreoaching the
Black Watch lines, it wos decided that as we appeared to

have passed through the major part of the enemy lines, our
approach should he made somewhat more onenly, so that we

night be recognised. A8 the Black Watch had not been
informed of our coming, and dececived by the Blue Greatcoats,
they opened fire on us with trench mortars. Shells burst all
around the leading party, but fortunately they had opened

fire at the extrenc limit of their range and by retiring slight-
lywe were able to reach a more sheltered position. It was
now about 1000 hours; we hod started at about 0530 hours

and ag no one had had musch slesp for about 48 hours and had
been subject to incessant atitack both by air and on land in
every known form, during that period, a short halt was called
to rest and consider t*o pogition.

1l. A few bottles of wine and 2 bottle of gin, when
bBasged round, bad @ goed effect. 1t was then decided to
send a smoll party to warn the Black Woteh, as they would
have a better chance of getting through unobserved. The
Artillery Officer volunteercd to lead them and a call was
made Tor.voelunteers to go, Corporal Banfield was the
Tirst and was followed by twe of the Artillery nmen.
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124 The party were given one hour to get to our lines and
to-send back word that they had arrivedes After two hours, 0o
word I It wag decided to attemmt to enter the

Aust raJ;Jq lineg.
as we were noving,

the party got in safely and Jjusi
had been gent out Lrom the Black

Watch, We had got into the valley near the Black Wateh "“:1
some Germans driven baclt bHby the advanci. g Dabrol on. the crest
of the ridges on either slide, attacked au. L.A.C. Nash wos
shot outright and L.A.C. Black was wounded. ie was captured

by the enemy, but next day escaped in civilian clothes and
regained the Black Wateh linecs. A small party which tried

to get up & ravine to the crest was obsgerved. A hand grenade
thrown amonsy them killed L.A.C. Copplestone and injured A.Cs.

Marsden, Gray and Wiseman, but 10t seriously. Two Germans on
this side were capturcd by a party led hy Mr. Wormald and the
rest were dispersed or klilow. We were retiring down the

valley between our lines wien we met the putrol and so got
back with the wounded. L.A.C. Cope, who hed collapsed, wa
carried over the last mile.

155 Overations Room were informed of our arrival, We
stayed with the Black Watech until May 25th, when we proceeded
to jein the rest of the %.A.J. personnel, who were living in
the caves atv the Operations Room. During the period we were
with the Black Watch, our personnel gave what asglstance they
could, Tetehing rations, escorting in prisoners and cqy?""'g
ain

the wounded to safety. Parachutists were d: onwe& at davm
dusk, some parachutes coitaining $upnlios. So far as was
observed, each JU.52 cariies from 16 to 20 men and uUﬂJll@S
vary according to bulk, hey are dropped from about 300 £t
and descend very rapidly. There 1s an ingtantansous releage,
-which enabhles the narachutists to go into action the moment
they laad. They are HQ@ﬂlﬂLCPﬂily equippred and all the
*“ﬂwblnr forces have gome sort of aultouatic arms. They are
well suppllied with maps, photographs and provisions, and
carry an astonishing anount of arymunition. They are dble o
obtain equiniient such as L and 5 inch mortars and light field
picces. A vqgt ﬂed;c 1 staff was dropped with the very best
equiprent, Tne Oificer Comnanding No. 220 A MBS,
interrogated a large nuber of prisoners and gathered that
when they were dropped they i:ad no idea of the strength of

the military dispositionse. The failure of their attack in
the first instance on this account, no doubht in some measure
explains the poor registance which they offered. All those
originally dropned in qal around the defended area were killed
or captured togebher with the greater part of their eguipment.
They are, for the most part, extremely yoing, and scemed to
have Jjoined the corps zither because of its glamour or because
of a desire to avoid ordinary army service, as 1t appears that
the parechutist is a much m@ﬂlf d figure in Germaiiv. They had
been well trained, each one had had to do at least 5 practice
Jurmps in full equipment and the amount they carry makes it
necegsary for them to be in extremely good condition. REEN
were extremely glad that they had been captured and expressed
the hope that the war would soon end. They appear to be in
no way vindictive and their doctors and medical staff were

to the knowledpme of the writer of i?l repart, of the

greatest agsigtance lo ~ir medical staffl in providing supplies
and all pogssible ald.
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14, After their original defeat, those who had dropped
east of the Station established, as was discovered from
patrols, a Headquarters at the site No.,220 A.M.E.S, had
originally occupicd, wherc they began to prepare a landing
strip. Eguipment =and supplies were dropped from which

they kept our Easgstern positions under a econstant hail of
nachine gumr and trench mortar fires Thelr machine gun fire
and snhiping was very accurate at over 1500 yafas, i1 e 4t
Bogether with the incescant dive bombing and ground strafing,
completely immobilisel 2:is area, In the Squadron Camp, at
the east end of the¢ aerodrome, it was impossible to move by
day.

151 After arriving at the Operations Roon on May 25th,
the Officer Commanding, Nc. 220 AM.E.S. and two of the
Sguadron Officers ostablished a visual observation post
above the cave to give some information to Headquarters.

The Dive bombing and machine gunning continued inesssantly.
From the start of the attack until ocur arrival in ALEXANDRIA
we never saw one of our own machines in operation against
the cneny.

16, Notice of the impending evacuation was received on

the morning of May 27th, and the R,A.¥F, were taken off to
HeM.S. "ORION" at 2330 hours by the first Destroyer to

enter the harbour, On our return journey, the YORION" was
dlve bombed from daybreak until past midday, without cessation,
She sustained two direct hits and five near misses which
brought her near tc a sinking condition, She just got back.
After the first borb, personnel of the Unlt went to help to
extract the woundcd. The seccond bomb burst right among them
below decks. The forward part of the ship was a shambles.,
Nine of the unit werc woundcd, Lac Keenan has since died in
hospital ashore. i,0. Payton, who had shown nuch bravencss,
went nad, It is feared he will never recover, and he ic now
in a serious condition. Several are suffering from shock,
¥ive personnel have never been traced since ths bombs burst,
thoush 1t is possible they may be among the wounded brought
ashore to hosgpital. There were over 400 dead, many unrecog-
nisable, and three duoye later they were still trying to get out
bodies and pisces of t-iies. It is feared that those nissiag
are kililed. The Unit personnel continued to assist with the
reseue work, Conditions were ghastly and nany showed groat
courage, especially Lac Baller and 4;C. Brooks, who has since
collapscd through poisoning from cordite fumes while engaced
in the rescue work. During the whole of the journey back,

-

we saw none of our aircraft cngaged against the sneny. Dt

he jirmpossible to pay too great a tribute to the personnsl o' .

®H.1.8. ORION" for all they did for us, On arrival we wore
gventur. "= .-c~vw~ht to R A.F. ABOUKIR, where we arrived about
0100 hours.

5 98 It would seem that the main lesson to be learnt is

that personnel on these units must be prepared to withstand

such conditions as these and nmust be taught to fight znd fire

a rifle. Until given some instruction by the Commanding

Officer and Corporal Banfield, many of them had had no experience
with a rifle whatscever. To be able to shoot when the time
comes, the men shcould have fired at least a hundred rounds

in practise,

All personnel, so long as the Unit was still funetioning,
performed their duties well and courageously. Those on Watch
had worked as well as can be seen on any station ot any time
under 2 trcmendous barrage of fire and bombing, 1t was when
the apparatus had becn destroyed and we had to fight our way
through that, dues to lack of experisnce in firc arms and a
little training in strategy, the majority of the personnel
wére of little uss, a few who could and did shoot, enabled
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us to push out our way through o vastly superior and better
cquinped force. IT all had been of the same standing, we could

P T

have been of some real valus as a fishting force.

31 Of the 50 orizinal perseonnel., there grc avy pregsent 28
still seound, who have gone on leave. The casualties sustained

in CRETE WERE small and werc i@ entirely to our being fired

upon by our ovn forces. Two were killed and four wounded.

48 these wounded were unfortunately in ¢ hosgpital nanncd by BRITISII
and GIERMAN medical stalff, they had to be left behind as prisoners
of war, a8 an attempt to remove any patiente miight have betrayed
the impending evacuation. The remaining casualtieg, 1 decad five
missing, and the rest wounded in hospital, were all sustained on
board the "ORION™, but 1t is heped that the wounded will, before

AR

long, be £it te rTejoin Ghe LHiL,

16, In our experisnces, before and throuch thig time, we howa
L 3 e +)

attained a eertain unity. It is this unity which will enable us
we hope, to be of some use in the near fubture and makcés the group
more wvaluable than the sum total of its individual strength.

Though there may be weak links, we know them and can guard against
them, so 1in consequence it 1s hoped that those who have survived
wilY be kept together to form the nucleus of a new No.220 AMI.5.,
which may soon be in operation agnin.

]

(3zd) JTORN HSETREEED.
Flight Lieutenant.

)f'ficer Commanding,
5th June, 1941, No, 820 40578,






