
, 

R E P O R 'T

ON 

ROYAL AIR FORCE OPER�TIONS IN 

S YI R I A, 

BETWEEN 8TH. JUNE AND 11Tli JULY[, i94l, 

FORYIARDED BM 

A ][ R C O M M M O D O R E L.O. B, RO W N, 

D. S. C., A. F. C., 

COMMANDING THE ROYAL AIR FORCE IN 

PALESTINE AND TRANS-JORDAN. 



i
,, 

,1 

., 

:i 
{ 

I N D E X. 
-------------

THE OBJECT OF THE OPERATIONS 

FORCES AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE COMIVJ.ANDER 

INFORMATION ABOUT ".rHE .ENEMY, HIS 
DISPOSITION AND NtnABERS 

NATURE OF THE COUNTRY OV.ER WHICH 
OPRRATIONS WERE CONDUCTED 

. THE ARMY PLAN 

NAVAL COOPERATION WITH THE ARMY 

AIR FORCE PLAN 

DAY TO DAY NARRATIVE 

PROVISION OF DIRECT SUPPORT FOR THE 
MII.ITARY FORCES

ORGANISATION· AND TRAINING. 

Air Reporting System - Syrian Campaign 

Condi-tions of Terrain from the F lying 
Point of view 

Deficienoies in Training 

Failure of Technical Equipment 

Distribution of supplies and Technical 
Equipment 

ijeport on Medical Aspect of Operations 
in Syria 

OUR CASUALTIES 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONOURS AND AWARDS. 

RESULTS ACHIEVED IN RELATION TO THE-AIM 

General 

Arrrrs Cooperation 

Air Attack against st rategical Targets 

Strategical Reconnaissances 

Provision of C lose and Direct Support 
for the 1A_ili tary Forces 

P rovision of.Air Defence for Land and 
Sea Forces and Targets ip Palestine 

Paragraph. 

l 

2 - 4 

5 - 7 

8 - 10 

11 - 16 

17 - 19 

20 - 26 

27 - 60 

61 - 68 

69 - 74 

I 75 

76 

77 

78 - 79 

80 - 82 

83 

84 

86 

86 - 89 

90 -• 

95· 

96 - 98 

: 
I, I 

. ' . I 

!·, I 
::::. 

99 - 102._\\ 
,.· . r•. 

./-
j ·-· �., 

-L_; .i

. ..: 



·/ 
JI

1-
I 

j 

I 

I 

I 

(-<-

\ � 

INDEX {cont' d.) 
____ ............. ______ _ 

Paragraph. 

POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION 

Co�unications 103 - 108 

109 112 Neutralising the Enemy'.s Air Force 

Bomber Operations 113 - 115 

APPENDICfilS 

Map Reference: Syrie et Liban 1:1000,000, 

"A .1••

· "A .2"

"A. 311 

"B" 

"C" 

"D" 

"E.l" 

"E. 2" 

"E.3" 

"F" 

"G" 

"H" 

"J" 

H-.Q., B .F. in F •. & T-J. Operations Order 
No.7 and Ground Forces Employed. 

H.Q., R,A.F., P. & T-J. Operations
Instruction No. 43.

H,Q., R.A.F., p. & T-J. Operations 
Instruction No, 60 • 

. Location of R .A. F. Units · as they be.came 
Operationally Available, 

Disposition.of Vichy Air Forces at the 
Commencement of Operations. 

Chronological List of Bomb Raids on Vichy 
Targets. 

Fighter Operations. 

Number of Enemy Aircraft destroyed on the 
Ground by our Fighters,. 

Number of Enemy Aircraft destroyed in the 
Air by our Fighters. 

Record of.' Fleet Air Arm Operations· in the· 
Syrian Campaign. 

Report on Close Support by VI/Ddr, cator. 

Report on Resu�ts of Army Cooperation work 
carri�d out by one Flight of No.208 Squad.;.:\.),
during the Syrian Campaign. 

Final Assessment of Bomb Damage. 

________ .. ,_ 



I 

\ 

\ 

\ 
\ 

I 

I 

\ 

( 

THE OBJECT OF THE OPERATIONS. 
------- ______ ._...,._ ..._________________ .., 

1, The a1m· of the Royal Air Force was to afford
the maximum air support to the Army in its advance
into SYRIA. · The main obje ct of the Army's adv.anoe 
into SYRIA was '\io prevent its occupation by Axis 
forces-and especially to secure aerodromes in order
to prevent their . use by Axis air forces. The A'l!mY , �-i
plan included the cooperation of Naval forces on the 
Syrian ooast to bombard the Vichy ground forces 
operating on the coastal roads and to prevent the 
Vichy ,��l f.o�ces from interfering with the advance 
of our own ground forces along the coast. The Naval 
Qperations off the Syrian coast absorbed a considerable 
proportion of the available fighter effort t o  protect 
H.M. Ships from hostile air action. Copy of ·H.Q., 
B.F. in F. & T-J. Operation O�der �o.7 dated 5/6/41 
attached at Appendix "A, l". ' ·. : · · 

FORCES AT THE DISPOSAI, OF THE 
COMMANDER. 

a. At the outset of the operation the. air
forces available were:-

11 Bomber Squadron Blenheims, much depleted in 
aircraft and crews. 

80 Fighter Squadron.,{Hurricanee) in the process 
ot re-equipping. 

208 (A .c.) Squadron, . one flight Hurricanes. 

3 R.A.A.F. Squadron Tomahawks, which was in 
the process· of re-equipping. 
ttX" Flight Gladiators.

3. These forces were later supplemented by:-

260/450 (F) Squadron Hurricanes.

45 Bomber Squadron Blenheims.

806/803 (F).Squadron Hurricanes.

208 Squadron made up - l flight I,ysander and
late� - 1 flight Hurricanes, 

14 Bomber Squadron which arrived too late tor 
operations. 

4. A list of the locations of the air forces
during the operations is shown at Appendtx "B"•
Ground forces employed are shown at Appendix "A.l"•
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE ENEMY, HIS DISPOSITION 
A ND NUMBERS • 

5. Viehit FJtencl1 Air Forces in SYRIA at the
c,oam,eneeaen�of the campaign compl'ised:-.

Bombers ·14 Glenn Mal'tin 16'7
6 Bloeh· ·200 · · 

Bombe� Transport 

Plghter/Bomber/Recce 

4 Potez 65. 

20 Potez 63 

Single seater Fighter 17 JHorane 406 ', 
26 Dewoi tine 5·so 

Sea Reece 

TOTAL: 

i' 

I 

5 Loil'e 130 F:.B• 8 •

92 Qperat1ona1
1 

A/c. 

6. In addition, there were available a number
of Oivil transport aircraft, and approximately
45 Potes 25 TOE observation aircraft of slightly lea&
.pei'formance than our own HART variants, and of
van,ing degrees of serviceability. Through. the
aaa1stanoe or the Axis Armistice Commissions in North
Africa and France and the use of Axis landing g�ounds
1n Italy and other parts of occupied Europe, a co�stant
tlow of reintoroements was kept up, Despite con­
siderable casualties inflicted by R.A.F. bombers and
tighters I the Vichy Air Forces on 16/6/41 were
estimateQ to have iTicreased to the following figurea:-

Bombers 

Bomber Transport 

Fighter/Bomber/ 
Recoe 

Single seater 
Fighter 

Sea Reece 

Glenn Martin 167 14 
Bloch 200 
Leo.45 26 

Potez 65 
Farman 222 
Dewoitine 338 18 

Potez 63. 17 

:Morane 406 16 
Dewoitine 620 63 

Loire 130 �.B. ' 5 

TOTAL Operational 
Aircraft 159 

In addition to approximately 45 :1otez 25 
TOE mentioned earlier.) 



/ 

/ 

, ..... ....-

,. FUrther reintoroements continued to arri�e 
up to the last 4ays ot the campaign, but are be1teve4 
to have been mainly intended to replace·caaualtiee 
an4 brtn1 the Vichy Air Force establisllment in SYRIA 
11p to approximately the above figures, Tile 41•• 
»o•i t!on ot the Vichy Ail' Forces at the oom111ence•ent 
ot the oampats11 is shown at Appendix "O". Aa the 
oa11pai1n progreseed, increased numbers and tl\e 
aeeda ot liapel'Sion, forced the Vichy Atr Foroe
QC11118n4er to 41vi4e his aircraft over a la•ge nuabe� 
or aatelltte landing grounds, but the nature ot tbe 
tea-au, reatriot.ed seoh locations in the south to 
the RA-YAK - HOMS valleya and in the Nol'th to the tlat 
cmntn, � the East of ALEPPO. 

NATURE OF THE COUNTRY OVER WHICH 
OPERATIONS W�RE CONDUCTED, 

•• The area over which operations were conducted
oompr1ae4 the whole ot SY-RIA and the LEimNOl� • T.be
pyaioal torm.atton ot this territory consiata roughly
ot tour belts running North and sout�:-

(1) The co�atal plain.

(ii) !he raountatn ran1es of the LEBANON and
AUTl-LEBANON, carrying the headwatera ot
the LITANI and GRONTES rivers,

(11i) The Central Depression from the South �f 
AL.EPPO to Lake TIBERIAS on the PAI,gsTJNE 

· Frontier,

:tbe Eastem Plateau and Deee�t, inolud!JII
the JEZJREH Plain.

Between the southern encls of (iii) and (1-v) c•e• t!le 
mountain Nnge ot the JEBEL DRUZE, a natural tortreae 
ot which SUWRIDA 1s the central town. . 

,. The nature ot the terrain allows little 
oppoa-tunity �or the conetr.uct1on of aerodroaes in the 

- -coastal plain, where the sole landing ground ot
o»en·U.oi,al 4tmenaione ta the aerodroae at BEYROUTH.
A num.lJer, ot landing grounds exist in tlle .J'EBBL DROZE
af!ea, ltut are all too small tor use by modem atrcratt,
w�tlat 4esel't landing grounds on the pipeline between
HOMS and PAUAYRA are mostly small and would preaent
con■iderable tl'8.nsport problems to a Poree lacking
a4etuate supplies of petrol.

10. . . In conae1uence, after the f'all or DAMASCUS,
Vlehy Air Fo�cea had to be baaed in the aerodromes ot
,_e va1ley "bftWeen the LEBANON am At4TI-LE�HON, Ol'
sn· the ALEPPO-HAJM area. In the tormer area the main 

· 'ba,ea were RAYAK, TAI.JA (MERDJAYOUN), BAALBEK and
�tellttes, KUSIIR and HOMS, In the ALEPPO are·a,
--·•te1_11te lan4lns grounds were brought into uae late
in the campaign un the WASRUl.LA 1'084,
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THE ARMY PI AN.

TOie dispositions of the Imperial and Free
French Forces at the start Of the advance into SYRIA
were as follows

EXPORTER force advancing into SYRIA was under the
command of Command Headquarters, JERU3ALE1.1.
The 7th Australian Division, with Det. 208 (A.C.)
Squadron under command, were on the left flank.
The 2l8t Australian Brigade was ordered to advance
on BEYROUTH along the line of the coast road, and the
26th Australian Brigade to advance via METULLA and
MERDJAYOUN.

Indian Brigade were on the right flank.
Indian Brigade was ordered to secure DERAA and other
strategic points on the railway dlong the frontier
and subsequently to occupy SHEIKH MSSKINE and EZRAA.
The Free French Division were ordered to pass through
the 5th Brigade, when their task was completed, and to
advance on DAMASCUS.

The original intention was to concentrate the main
strength of the advance of BEYROUTH, and then to swing
round on DAMASCUS, the Free French remaining in position
to the South of the city if they encountered any
serious resistance.

U.

The Free French Division and the 5th
The 6th

12. on the 18th June, 1st Australian Corps took
over the Command of EXPORTER force (208 (A.C.) Squadron
Detachment now came under command of Australian Corps).

On the 21st June, the forces on the coast
had encountered verjr heavy opposition, but DAMASCUS
was occupied and the plan was now changed to an out
flanking movement on BEYROUTH from the DAMASCUS area.
On the 22nd June, S (P) Squadron R.A.a.F. (Tomahawks)
were placed under command of Australian Corps,

On the 21st June, HABPORCE started to advance
on PALMYRA from H.3, with Detachment 208 (A.C.)
Squadron (Lysanders) and "X" Plight (Gladiators) under
command.

15.

14.

In the first days of July it became clear that
the Vichy French were holding strongly immediately
West of DAMASCUS and so it was decided to concentrate
the attack in the coastal area once again, but to
attempt to break through in the DAMASCUS area at the
same time. Accordingly, on the 4th July, 46 (Bomber)
Squadron, which had ^ust arrived in PALESTINE, was
placed under command of the 7th Australian Division,
and two Hurricane aircraft of 208 Squadron Detachment
under command of 6th Division, who had now taken over
the direction of operations in the DAJiASCUS area.

On the 1st July, the loth Indian Division
advanced from ABU KEMAI along the EUPHRATES River
towards ALEPPO.

16.

16.
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NAVAL COOPERATION WITH THE ARMY.

17. i5tH Cruiser Squadron was ‘based at HAIFA
throughout the greater part of the operations.
During the init-ial coastal advance these Naval forces
successfully landed the Batta'lion at the mouth
of the NAHR IJTANI Rivero

18. The roles of the 15th Squadron were;-

(i) To assist our ground forces in their coast
advance by ‘bomharding the Vichy Forces
along the coast road t/henever the
opportunity c ccu rred,

To prevent the Vichy Naval Forces from
interfering with our coast land operations.

(ii)

19. A small force of Fulmar aircraft of the
Fleet Air Arm operating from aerodromes in PAISSTINfi,
were initially provided for the protection of our
Naval Forces, The aircraf however, proved ineffect
ive against Vichy fighter aircraft, and as a result,
two destroyers were dam-aged
destroyed and one damaged,

V 9

airid three Fulmar aircraft

file only one enemy aircraft
was shot down during these attacks on our destroyers.
The responsihility, therefore, of protecting our Naval
Forces had to he undertaken 'by the Royal Air Force
Fighter Squadrons in PAIESTINE at the expense of their
normal role.

AIR FORCE PLAN,

20. The general Air Force plan was to provide the
maximum air support to the ground operations in SYRIA
whilst providing for the air protection of the port of
HAIFA, of CYPRUS and PALESTINE generally.

21. With the small air forces available at the
commencement of the operations,
squadrons for rxr^-tsuppo
Array formations was found impracticable,
air forces, with the except
units, were retained under 'the
quarters, using the available bomber force for
strategical reconnaissances and strategi.cal bombing,
and the figh/cer force for offensive/defensive work
against the

range of our fighter aircraft,
however, made for tho-
both with fighters and bo-n’.bo
whenever such ac
the resources available.:

ments made it practicable at a
Squadrons under
see paragrajDh 61.

the decentralisation

Vichy and A.xis aircraft operating within

of
c work under the control of

The available

on of the Army Cooperation
control of this Head-

the
Arrangements were,

provi.sion of close air support,
in the tactical area,

on was Ju-stlfied and practicable with
The arrival o.f air reinforce-

aver date to decentra

avirpolt -wcrk.

'S,

for '■Arrny con
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22. [The added commitment to pjovide continuous
protection for n-h. Ships when at sea off the Syrian
coast proved a serious strain on the fighter resources
available and often absorbed the whole of the fighter
effort, to the exclusion of other tasks connected with
the protection of our ground forces from Vichy air
action,

the General officer Commanding, with a view to restricting
the activities of H.M. Ships and thus releasing fighters
for other tasks,

he was prepare<jL to accept the situation in view of the
importance of the Naval operations,
the Naval operations were restricted to a minimum In
order to release fighters for other duties.

This situation was repeatedly represented to

The G.O.C. expressed the view that

Later, however,

23. During the course of the land operations,
two Independent columns operated as follows

(i) HABPORCE
from H.3 against PALMYRA,

(ii) lOTH INDIAN DIVISION
along the EUPHRATES River towards ALEPPO.

These land forces became sub;jected to heavy air attacks
and air assistance was re(^uested.
DAMASCUS, nns-;
HABPORCE In the PALMYRA area, and after the fall of
PAIMfYRA, restricted air assistance for the 10th INDIAN
DIVISION also became practicable,
protection for both these forces did, however, present
a serious problem owing td the distances involved and
the lack of suitable aerodromes from which to operate.

The most effective method of reducing the
Vichy air effort, against these columns was to neutralise
the Vichy Air Porces by attacking their aerodromes and,
with this object in view, the "blitsing” of aerodromes
became the most important offensive role of our air
forces.

With the fall of

led air assistance could be given to

The provision of air

24.

With regard to the task of neutralising the
Vichy air forces on the ground, the plan had to be
divided into three phases. During the first phase,
only the aerodromes as far North as BAALBEK could be
satisfactorily dealt with.
Army of DAMASCUS the second phase commenced with the
use of MEZZE aerodrome, when it became practicable to
attack aerodromes as far North as HAM.

last phase commenced after the fall of PALI/lYRA, when
all Vichy aerodromes were within range of our fighters.

An additional factor which affected the

general air plan was the need to divert a proportion of
the air effort to the task of preventing sea reinfo
ments reaching SYRIA. In conjunction with Fleet Air Ar"
aircraft operating from CYPRUS it was necessary to have
a force of bombers standing by for attacks against any
Vichy shipping approaching the Syrian coast. This
commitment, however, did not last for more than
approximately one week and ceased when a Vic'iiy ship
containing reinforcements was sunk by Fleet Air Arm

25.

After the capture by the

The third and

26.
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action off Cap» GELIDONYA, which resulted in the Vichy
plan for reinforcing SYRIA heing abandoned,
inability to reinforce SYRIA by sea was probably one of
the main factors which brought about the final
capitulation of the Vichy French in SYRIA.

The

DAY TO DAY NARRATIVE.

(For details of Bomber, Fighter and Fleet Air Arm
Operations see Appendices "D”, "E.l", "E.2","E.3"
and "F”.)

27. June 8th.

(i) Information. Vichy Air Forces at DAMASCUS
include a Potez 65 Group, which Is
likely to operate against our
trbops in that area, whilst the
ma;3ority of Vichy fighters are
based at RAYAK and ESTABEL.
Aviation petrol stocks in SYRIA
are definitely limited, and about
295 tons of the amount available
are stored in barrels at the
SOCONY VACUUM installation, BEYROUTH.
The morale of the Vichy Forces is
uncertain and the Syrian populace
is mainly ill-disposed towards the
French. Hostile aircraft v/ere
active against our Fleet off the
Syrian coast.

Ihe plan for the day’s operations
was to use the available bombers to
attack the French Air Forces at
DAMASCUS and the aviation petrol
stores at BEYROUTH, whilst the
fighters attacked hostile aircraft
on the ground at RAYAK and ESTABEI,

carried out protective sweeps
over our troops advancing towards
DAMASCUS, and provided fighter
protection to Naval units owing to
the destruction of Fleet Air Arm
Fulmars by enemy aircraft. With
a view to exploiting the morale
of the troops and population, Bombay
aircraft of No.216 Squadron were
used to distribute propaganda
leaflets over towns and military
areas throughout SYRIA.

(iii)operations. Bomber Operatiofas.

(ii) Plan.

3 sorties Blenheims over DAMSCU3
landing ground.
6 sorties Blenheims Socony Vacuumj
BEYROUTH.

\
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June 8th (Cont* d.)

Fighter Operations.

9 sorties Hurricanes and Tomahawks

ground strafing enemy aircraft.
10 sorties Gladiators over SHEIKH

MESKINE area.

7 sorties Hurricanes and Tomahawks
bomher escort.

2 sorties Hurricanes Fleet protection.

Recce Operations< under A.H.Q.

1 sortie Tac/R.
1 sortie Strat/R.

Reports received indicated that the
bomb raids had inflicted damage on the
aerodrome at DAMASCUS and that a large
fire had been started at the Socohy
Vacuum installation at BEYROUTH,

fighters damaged a number of aircraft
on the ground at RAYAK and ESTABEL, but
the lack of incendiary ammunition
prevented their complete destruction,

(v) Casualties. One long-range Hurricane of No.-208
Squadron, pilot F/Lt. Aldis, failed to
return.

Fulmars by Vichy fighters necessitated
the diversion of Hurricane fighters of
No.80 Squadron to assist in the
protection of our Naval forces operating
off TYRE and SIDON.

(iv) Result.

The

Casualties inflicted on Naval

Aircraft available.

911 Squadron
80 Squadron
’’X" Flight
3 Squadron
208 Squadron, Hurricane

Lysander
It

12

5

12

8

1

28f June 9th..

(i) Information.. Hostile fighters and bombers were
reported to be concentrating their
attacks on our Naval forces off the

Syrian coast, and against the ground
forces in the SHEIKH MESKINE -
SANAMEIN area. Information was re
ceived that Vichy forces were trying to
rail pevrol from TURKEY..

(ii) Plan. The plan for the day's operation was t'^
provide maximum fighter protection fwc
the liaval .forces to enable them to

carry

of the Army in the coastal sector,, and
r operations in support.O 1iro

■ r.
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June 9th (Cont*d>)

at the same time to make use of the
Gladlatons over o-ar ground forces in
the Eastern sectore

was kept in reserve
used for a reconnaissance of AIEFPO-
IIAMA-HOMS-BEYROUTH to check the dis
position of Vichy aircraft and shipping,

(iii) Operations. In all 55 sorties (protective patrol)
were carried out our fighter air
craft over HU'h ships and 7 over for
ward troops in the SHEIKH MGSKINE -
SAHAMEIN area,

stood "by to attack petrol tankers ex
TURKEY.

The homher force
one Blenheim being

All available bombers

(iv) Result. O&e P0tc2 63 and two Dewoitines 520
were confirmed shot down and one Bloch

200 unconfirmed, whilst attacking H.M.
ships. Pour Vichy Glenn Martins
attacking our troops near 3AMMBIN were
driven off bjr the Gladiators, one bomber
being damaged.

Aircraft available.

811 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricane
”  " LySander

11

10
4

2
2■'X<’ Plight

29. June IQth.

(i) Information.photo recce on 9/6 showed 17 aircraft
on ALt'.PPC aerodrome, which had been
reported as a base for night operations
of hostile aircraft. Visual recce
reports indicated a number of aircraft
on El BEIDA landing ground, Enemy
aircraft continued to- be active pgains't
our Naval forces wherever protection
v;as not provided. Vichy forces
continued to expect petrol bj?- rail f..v'
TURKEY,

The plan v:as to use the bombers to
attack hostile aerodromes ?/hilst the
fighters protected the Naval forces in
support of our ground forces on the
left flank and our troops South of
PAHASCUS.
recce requirements for the Avmy, Strati
R's were arranged to cover PAIMYRiA and
the aerodromes betvreen HOMS and RAYAS,
and also BEYROUTH harbour-.

In addition to fulfilling

(ii) Plan.
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June 10th (Cont’d.)

(ii1) Operations. Bomber Operations.

2 Blenheim sorties on ALEPPO landing
ground.

3 BlerJieim sorties on PALMYRA landing
ground.

All available bombers stood by to
attack petrol from TURKEY.

Fighter Operations.

24 sorties Hurricanes and Tomahawks
over the Fleet.

9 sorties Gladiators offensive patrol
over troops South of DAMASCUS,
(without any interceptions.)

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

2 Strat/R for aircraft locations and
shipping movements.
2 Tac/R under Array control.

Bombs fell on the flare path, buildings
and hangars at ALEPPG and the hangars
were hit at RALMYRi^, the alternative
target for the Blenheims attacking
FJ, BEIDA, which had been vacated
before the bombers arrived.

Aircraft available.

(iv) Results.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

9

6

8

9

1

X" Plight 3

30* June 11th <

(i) Information. Considerable Vichy A.F.V. and B/T
activity was reported in the KUHglTRA.
area and in the vicinity of DAMASCUS.
Hostile air reinforcements were still

expected at AIRPPO. Petrol was still
expected from TURKEY.

(ii) Plan, To attack ALEPPO in the early hours nf
11/6 with three Blenheims, and to use
available fighters against M/T and
A.P.V’s and for protection of our
forward troops in the KISSOUE area.

Bomber Operations.

2 Blenheim sorties on AIEPPO landing
.  ground.

All available bombers, stood by to
attack petrol from TURKEY.

(iii) Operations.
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June 11th (Cont'd.)

Fighter Operations.

8 Tomahav/k sorties against I,l/T and
A.P.V’s.

6 sorties Gladiators offensive patrol
KISSOUE area.

Recce Operations, under A.H-Q•

2 3trat/R LATTAKIA-ALSPPC and BEYROUTH-
DJOUPIEH areas for location of air

craft, rail and shipping movements.
1 Tac/R.

(iv) Results. Bombs fell on the runv/avs, dispersed
aircraft and hangars at ALEPPO and
caused a It-.rgn explosion. Recces
located Vic'iy aircraft at aLEPPO and
RAYAK'l air photos of shipping in
BEYROHTH ver^ obtained.

Aircraft available.

8c Squadron
5 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders

8

o

3

1

911 Squadron
"X" Plight 3.

31. June 12th.

(i) Information. Enemy ground forces were strongly
situated in the PISSOUE area and were

believed to be about to attempt to
out-flank our troops.

(ii) Flan. To use the bombers against enemy
ground forces, and to allocate such
fighters as were available after
providing for the protection of Laval
forces supporting the Ai'uy in the
coastal sector, for close support.

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

3 Blenheim sorties against gun
positions 4|- miles North of KI3\¥E.
3 Blenheim sorties against gun
positions 2 miles South of KISL'E.

Fighter Operations.

22 sorties Fleet protection.

6 sorties close support.
12 Gladiators sorties for protection
forv/ard troops in KISSOUli area.

n-^
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June 12th (Gont’d.)

Recce Operations> under A.H.Q.

3 sorties Tac/R and Photo/R for Array.
1 sortie Strat/R BSYROUTH-TRIPOII-TSJ
KEI.AHI-PAI klYRA-DAMASCUS.

(iv) Results. Results of bombing unobserved.
Tomahawks could not locate suspected
out-flanking movements, but two Hurri
canes successfully attacked hostile
M/T North of MH)RDJAYCUR.

One Blenheim bombing in close support
vms fired on and hit by A.A. from our
troops, being mistaken for a Glenn
I/lartin, but the pilot was able to bring
his aircraft back to base.

Pour

(V/ Casualties.

Aircraft available.

1211 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

lysanders
If

11

6

6

2

X" Plight 4

32. June 13th.

(i) Enemy grouhd forces were hardening their
resistance in the area South of

DAM3CU3.

BEYROUTH were attempting to retard our
troops' progress in the Coastal sector
by bombardment.
likely to be active against bur Paval
forces operating off TYRE and SIDCN to
prevent bombardment by Vichy warships.

To assist the Army by close support and
to provide fighters for Fleet pro
tection .

Vichy destroj'-ers based on

Enemy aircraft were

Information

(ii ) Plan.

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

1 Blenheim sortie against AADLIYE village
1 Blenheim sortie against NAHJA village-
1 Blenheim sortie against HIRJIILE.

Fleet Air Arm Operations.

5 sorties against Vichy warships at
BEYROUTH, and DJ0UNI.EH.

Fighter Operations.

32 sorties Hurricanes and Tomahawks
Fleet protection.
11 sorties Gladiators over forward

troops in KI330UE area.
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June 13th (Cont*d.)

Recce Operations^ under A.H.Q.

5 sorties for Army Tac/R and Photo/R
KISSOUE, SAIDA and AADLIYE areas.

1 Blenheim Strat/R BEYROUTH-TRIPOLI-
HOMS-PALMYRA.

(iv) Results. Bombs reported to have fallen amongst
M/T and troops in area Horth of
KISSOUE.

warship torpedoed and sunk in DJOUNIEH.
Tomahav/ks destroyed three ju.SS's
and damaged two more, which were
attacking the Fleet.

1 Photo/R Blenheim SAIDA failed to
return.

Fleet Air Arm claim ohe

(v) Casualties,

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders
tt

12

10

9

4

1

33. June 14th.

(i) Information. Enemy air forces were reported to be
expecting reinforcements, to arrive
at ALEPPO.

(ii) Plan. To attack enemy aircraft on their
aerodrome before they are dispersed.
To keep fighters available at call for
Army or Naval needs. To carrj/ out
Strat/R for hostile aircraft and
shipping locations.

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

6 Blenheim sorties against ALEPPO
landing ground.

Fighter Operations.

5 sorties Gladiators over troops in
KISSOUE area.

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

2 sorties for Army Tac/R and Photo/R
KISSOUE and HASBAYA areas.

1 Strat/R lATTAKIA-ALEPPO-HOHS-MALPEK-
BSYRCUTH for aircraft locations and

rail and shipping movements.
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June 14th (Cont’d.)

All "bombs are reported to have fallen
in the target area at ALEPPO.
One aircraft was burnt out and several
more damaged.

Aircraft available.

(iv) Results.

8
11 Squadron
80 Squadron
5 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  Lysanders

■  8

10

2

1

5
''X" Plight

34. June-15th.

Hostile aircraft reported to be very
active against bur forward troops.

Information.(i)

To use fighters for protection of and
in support of our forward troops, and
for the protection of Naval forces
operating off SAIDA.

Bomber Operations.

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations.

Nil.

Fighter operations.

35 sorties Tomahawks and Hurricanes.
16 sorties Gladiators protective

forward troops in allpatrols over
sectors. .
7 sorties Tomahawks close support. ^
12 sorties Hurricanes Fleet protection.

Recce Operations,'under A.H_^Q_^

3 sorties for Army.

1 Strat/R AIEPPO-HOMS-RAYAK-BFAROUTH.

Tomahawks shot down two Glenn Martins
over forward troops and attacked live
A.P.V’s and 4 M/T EZRAA area. _Four
Gladiators engaged twelve Dewoitines,
destroyed one, and one unconfirmed,
KIS80UE area.

Hurricanes over „ -u • -u
ju.88 and damaged two more which were
attacking our ships.

One

canes failed to return,
latter is reported to have been shot
down by our ov/n light A.A. whilst
dropping a message.

Fleet destroyed ohe

Gladiator and two Strat/R Hurri
One of the

(iv) Results.

Casualties.(V)
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June 15th (Gont*d.)

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
5 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

7

7

9

1

1
X" Plight 5

35. June 16th.

(i) Information. Hostile aircraft from RAYAK have been
active against our forward troops.
A Vichy destroyer was reported to be
damaged at sea off TRIPOLI,
troops Were still being held up in
the forward areas, and Vidiy troops
were counter-attacking at KUHEITRA.

To attack hostile aircraft on the
ground and Vichy shipping at sea with
the bombers and to use the fighters
in close support of the Army.

Bomber Operations.

2 Blenheim sorties against RAYAK
landing ground.
2 Blenheim sorties against ‘a merchant
ship at sea.

Fighter Operations.

Our

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations.

11 sorties ground attack KUNEITRA
and South of DAMASCUS.

1 sortie defence of PAiLESTINE.

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

2 sorties Strat/R LATTAKIA-ALEPPO and
BEYROUTH-HOMS areas.

(iv) Results. Bombs fell across runway, hangars and
buildings at RAYAK and caused a large
explosion at North East end of
landing ground. One direct hit
reported on bows of Vichy merchant
ship attacked off TRIPOLI.

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

9

9

8

1

1

X” Plight 1
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36. June 17th.

(i) Information. Photo recce shows that HOMS landing
ground has been enlarged and two
Squadrons are reported to be based
there.

aviation petrol supplies are being
removed by rail from TURKPJY and that

the most vulnerable part on the railway
is a long viaduct at HEREDSRE.
KUHEITRA has been recaptured by a Vichy
French Mobile Force.

Intelligence indicates that

(ii) Plan. To bomb enemy aircraft on the ground
at HOMS and to attack the bridge at
HEREDERE with a view to interrupting
rail communications between SYRIA and
TURKEY.

attack against Vichy forces at KUNBITRA
and protection of our Naval forces
supporting the left flank.

Bomber Operations.

Fighters to be used for

(iii) Operations.

1 Blenheim sortie against HOMS landing
ground.

3 Blenheim sorties against HEREDERE
bridge.

Fighter Operations.

3 Tom.ahawk sortie.-' ground attack KUNEITRA.
6 sorties Fleet protection.

Recce Operations., under A.H.Q.

1 sortie Tac/R.
2 sorties Strat/R BEYROUTH-Ri^^PAK
valley and MTTAKIA-ALEPPO.

(iv) Results. Direct hit aircraft at HOMS,

bridge missed.
HEREDERE

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders
1»

6

8

1

2

X" Plight 1

37. June 18th.

(i) Information. The fort at SUIEIDA was strongly held
against our attacks, and popular
feeling in the JEESL DRUZE was st.-ll
an uncertain quan'oity.
were being held up on the right flank
by deterraihsd opposition of the Vichy
French. Vichy warships operating from
BEYROUTH had been active against our
troops in the coastal sector.

Our troops
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June 18th (Cpnt*oL.)

(ii) Plan. To attack the fort at 3UWSIDA and drop
pamphlets in the adjacent villages.
To provide homhers in close support of
our troops in the QATANA area.
To repeat the attack on HEREDERE bridge
in order to break the SYRIAN-TURKISH
railways.
BEYROUTH harbour with Fleet Air Arm
aircraft.

TO attack destroyers in

(iii) Operations Bomber Operations.

1 Blenheim sortie against SU¥EIDA fort.
5 Blenheim sorties against HSREDERE
bridge.
1 Blenheim sortie against troops at
point 192168.
1 Blenheim sortie against,QATAKA village.

Fighter Operations.

15 sorties over forward troops in
QATANA -DAM SOUS areas.
12 sorties bomber escort.

Recce Operations,under A.H.Q.

2 sorties Strat/R lATTAKIA-AI.EPPO-
HOMS and RAYAK valley.

Fleet Air Arm Operations.

5 sorties attacking destroyers in
BEYROUTH.

(iv) Results. Bomber mainly near misses, some bombs
on troops in QATAM area.
5 Gladiators destroyed 2 Dewoitines
520 in DAMS CUB area.

Fighter

Aircraft available•

811 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysander

9

7

1

2

X" Plight 1

38. June 19th.
I

(i) Information. Vichy warships were continuing their
activities off the SYRIAN coast.

Resistance to our ground forces con
tinued to be violent in the area
South of DAMASCUS and around

MERDJAYOUN.
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June 19th (Cont’d.)

To attack Vicky warships in BEYROUTH
and to pi'ovide close support to our
troops in the QATANA area with the

To drop leaflets on the
Vichy troops on the left flank.
Fighters to he used to escort homhers
and for protection of our iiaval forces
containing Vichy warships operating
from BEYROUTH.

Bomher operations.

1 Blenheim sortie QATANA village.
5 Blenheim sorties against Vichy
destroyer in BEYROUTH harhour.

Fighter Operations.

12 sorties Fleet protection.
13 sorties Bomher escort,

under A.H.Q.

homhers.

Recce Operations

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations.

1 Strat/R BEYROUTH-TEL XELAKH-RAYAK.

Reported homhs fell among troop
concentrations QATANA area.

(iv) Results.

Aircraft availahle.

711 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

LysandersIfU

9

6

1

4

39. June 20th.

to heInformation. Vichy forces are reported
evacuating DAMASCUS and mainly retiring
towards BEYROUTH.

(i)

To support ground forces hy attacking
Vichy M/T with homo era and filters.
To provide fighters to protect our
Naval forces operating off SAIDA and
for offensive patrols over our adganc
troops approaching DAIIASCUS.

®r Operations.

3 Blenheim sorties against }'i/T near
BETER village.
4- Blenlieim sorties against M/T on
DAMASCUS-

IJ

Ucvvu c..J

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations.

Fighter Ora ray' i ons .

10 sorrics Fleet
5 sorties homher escor
5 sorties over forward troops
DAMASCUS.

8 sorties ground a’'tack on M/T on
DAMASCUS/BEYROUTH road.

[■■■' on.pro
-.-N

v/ •

SoU ifh of
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June 20th (Cont’d.)

Bombers claim damage to 20 M/T and to
the roads North of JEZZINE and the
DAMASCUS-ZAHI'E road. Fighters report
100 N/r damaged or destroyed by front
gunning on DAMASCUS-SHTAURA-BEYROUTH
road.

Aircraft available.

(iv) Results.

711 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
2G8 Squadron Hurricanes
"  ” lysanders

8

7

1

4

X” Plight

40. June 21st.

Information• Having withdrawn from DAMASCUS, Vichy
forces were retiring into the LEBANON.

To assist ground forces in harassing
enemy’s retreat, to protect forward
troops against enemy aircraft attacks
and to provide fighter protection for
Naval forces operating off SAIDA in
support of our left flank,

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

3 Blenheim sorties against M/T on
DAMASCUS-BEYROUTH road-.

Fighter Operations.

13 sorties Hurricanes Fleet protection.
3 sorties bomber escort.

7 sorties Tomahawks ground attack
DAMASCUS-BEYROUTH road.

4 sorties offensive patrol over MEZZE
area.

Bombs fell among 40 M/T on DAMASCUS-
BEYROUTH road, many of which are be
lieved to have been damaged. Fighters
claim hits on approximately 34 vehicles,
and dispersed two troops of cavalry
between DAMASCUS and 3HTAURA.

(i)

(ii) Plan.

(iv) Results.

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
2o8 Squadron Hurricanes
"  ” Lysanders

8

8

8
4

4

X” Flight 2
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41. June 22nd.

Information. Photo recce showed Vichy destroyers
~ whinh were operating against our forces

on the SYRIAN coast in BEYROUTH
Vichy ground forces in the

coastal sector continue to offer
strong resistance to our advance.

To use homher forces against Vichy
shipping,
hy placing No. 5 R.A..^^.P. Squadron
under command of Australian Corps
H.Q. and "X” Plight under control of
Hahforce at H’.4.

Bomber Operations.

6 Blenheim sorties against destroyer
in BEYROUTH harbour.

harbour.

To assist ground forces

(i)

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations.

Fighter Operations.

12 sorties under Australian Corps H.Q.
carried out ground attacks on M/T in
RAYAK area.

6 sorties bomber escort and ground
attack.

6 sorties offensive patrol DAliASCUS-
BEYROUTH.

Recce Operations^ under A.H.Q.

2 sorties Strat/R ALEPPO-HA.MA and
SYRIAN coast.

Fleet Air Arm Ope rations■

2 sorties against destroyers.

Bombers claj.ned one direct hit on
Guepard class destroyer, believed
sunk and one hit on merchant vessel
at North Ivlolep BEYROUTH,
later ascertained that the destroyer
was not sunk, but badlv damaged.

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

"  ” LySanders

It was

7
9

11
o

4

(iv) Results♦

42. June 25rd.

(i) Information. Rcsietanoe in the SUWEIT)^ area con
tinued to be d e'ceit..,..x'ied.
trations of enemy aircraft were
located from photo recce's on TALIA,
PAYAK and KUSEl'R aerodromes.

r ̂
V-
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June 2grd (Co:nt*dO

(ii) Plan. To attack SUWEIDA fort with ‘bomters

and to use fighters for ground strafing
enemy aircraft on aerodromes,
operating from DAIvjASCUS as an advanced
landing ground.

(iii) Operations. Bomher Operations;.

1 Blenheim sortie against SUV/SIDA fort.

Fighter Operations.

17 sorties Hurricanes ground strafing ,
enemy aircraft at TAIIA and RAYAK.
12 sorties Tomahawks ground strafing
enemy aircraft at KU3EIR.

under A.H.Q.Recce Operations

2 sorties Strat/R.

Bomher results unobserved. Fighter -
TAIJA and RAYAK 8 enemy aircraft des
troyed, 26 damaged KUSEIR - 1 homher,
1 hangar destroyed. ivi/T and rail
trucks damaged. 2 Dev/oitines 520 shot
down, one damaged.

(iv) Results.

(v) Casualties. 3 Hurricanes failed to return hut one

pilot believed safe. Success of ground
strafing appears largely due to
weakness of Vich.y A.A. defence.

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron

Plight
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

lysanders

11 V 11

II

4

10
3

10
8

4

43. June 24th.

(i) Information. Vichy shipping renewed in BKIROUTH
harbour. Vichj^ aircraft were still
using RAYAK aerodrome, whilst appro
imately 100 trucks stood in the
adjacent sidings,
tinued at SUFSIDA.

active against our troops at PAIJiYRA.

To attack Vichy shipping in BEYROUTH,
aircraft at RAYAK and the fort at

SUV/aiDA, and to protect our Fleet
b omba rd i ng DAM 0 UR.

Resistance con-

Enemy aircraft

(ii) Plan.
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June 24th (Cont'd.)

Bomber Operations.(iii) Operations.

S Blenheim sorties against RAYAK
railway sidings and stores.
7 Blenheim sorties against SUWEIDA
Citadel and fort.

Fighter Operations.

5 sorties bomber escort.
5 sorties Fleet protection.
4 sorties local defence.

10 sorties Tomahawks offensive patrol
over RAYAK.

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

1 Strat/R LATTAKIA-ALEPPO-HAM-RAYAR
for aircraft locations and rail move

ments .

(iv) Results. Direct hits on rail sidings at RAYAK.
Fleet Air Arm one stick of bombs on

jetty near destroyers.

Aircraft available.

511 Squadron
80 Squadron
3.Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

7

10

6

4

44, June 25th.

(i) Hostile batteries were active near

ADINAS, which could not be reached by
our own gunfire,
active against our ground forces in
the PALMYRA area.

Enemy aircraft wer

Information

e

(ii) Plan. To attack hostile batteries with

bombers and to provide fighter pro
tection for ground forces in the
PALMYRA area.

(iii) Operations♦ Bomber Operations.

2 Blenheim sorties against two heavy
gun positions near DIMAS.

Fighter Operations

7 sorties Tomahawks patrol PALMYRA.
11 sorties Hurricanes patrol RAYAK area.

Recce Operations» under A.H.Q.

1 Strat/R BEYROUTH shipping.
Pamphlets dropped on SUVi^EIDA.
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June 85th (Oont’d.)

Bomber - not observed.

Pi0iter - Tomahawks shot down 3 Potez
63 confirm.ed, 1 unconfirmed. South
West of PALMYRA.

(iv) Results.

Aircraft available.

411 Squadron
80 Squadron
"X" Plight
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

7
1

8

5

3

45. June 26th.

(i) Information. Vichy warships were still based in
BEYROUTH operating on occasion at
night.
M/T petrol were held in a series of
dumps at TEL KEIAKH.
were operating from HOMS, KUSEIR and
RAYAK aerodromes.

Large stores of aviation an

Enemy aircraf

d

t

(ii) Plan. To attack Vichy warships at night with
Fleet Air Arm aircraft, to use bombers
against the Tii KELAKH petrol dump,
and to use available fighters for front
gunning enemy aircraft on their aero
dromes, and to protect Raval forces
returning to HAIFA after a night
operation.

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

4 Blenheim sorties against TEI. KELA.KH
dump.
3 Blenheim sorties against DEIR-EZ-ZO:

Fighter Operations.

20 sorties ground strafing HOMS, KUSEIR
and RAYAK.

6 sorties offensive patrol PALMYPJi area,
12 sorties Fleet protection.

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

2 Strat/R BEYROUTH-LATTAKIA for
Shipping and RAYAK-HOlviS for locations
of enemy aircraft.

Fleet Air Arm Operations.

3 sorties against BEYROUTH qU^Tning-
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June 26th (Cont’d.)

Bomber - 'bomts fell in -target area and
railway siding and started a large
fire. Fleet Air Arm Swordfish attacked
small motor vessel off BEYROUTH with

torpedo, but no'-results observed.
Fighter - 8 enemy aircraft destroyed
on ground, 19 reported damaged at
BAALBEK, HOMS and TALIA, also hangars
and }':/T machine-gunned.

( Results.

Aircraft available.

511 Squadron
80 Squadron
X” Plight
3 Squadrfen
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Ly Sanders

If

It

6

1

8

6
2

46. June 27th.

Our ground forces v/ere being held up
by Vichy concentrations in area best
of DAMASCUS.

To provide close support for our ground
forces and protection for our ships
bombarding Vichy positions in the
DAMOUR area.

(i) Information

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations♦ Bomber Operations.

IS Blenheim sorties against gun
batteries at point 173183.

Fi ght e r Or-ie rations.

11 sorties Fleet protection.
7 sorties local defence.
11 sorties bomber escort,

under A.H.Q.Recce Operations«

1 long range Hurricane recce for Army.
2 3trat/R’s LATTAKIA-ALEPPO and HGMS-
RAYAK.

Fleet A.ir Arm Operations.

1 sortie dusk sweep against shipping in
BEYROUTH.

Bombers claim hits on Vichy M/T concen
trations in DIMS area.

Aircraft available.

(iv) Results.

711 Squadron
80 Squadron
X” Plight

3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders

U

1! tr

6
2
6
5
2
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47. June 28th«

Information. Vichy forces at PALMYRA were continuing
their resistance.

Accumulations of rolling stock at
RAYAK were increasing.

To homh Vichy forces at PALMYRA and
rolling stock at RAYAK, using fighters
for homher escort and for protection
of Naval forces engaged in homhardment
off DAMOUR.

(i)

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations. Bomher Operations.

4 Blenheim sorties against stores at
PALMYRA.

6 Blenheim sorties against barracks
at PALMYRA.

3 Blenheim sorties against railway
sidings and hangar at RAYAK.
3 Blenheim sorties against railway
sidings at RAIAK.

Fighter Operations.

8 Tomahawk sayrties bomber escort.

24 sorties Hurricanes Fleet protection.
3 sorties Hurricanes local defence.

Bombs hit stores at PALMYRA and started
a fire. At RAYAK there was a direct
hit on the railway line. The Tomahawk
escort of the bomber force shot down

6 Vichy Olenn Martins attacking our
troops at PALMYRA.

(iv) Results.

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
3 Squadron
X” Plight
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders

II

II II

7

7

10

6

2

7

3

48. June 29th.

(i) Information. Instructions from Headquarters, Middle
Sast, indicated the Residency at
BEYROUTH as a suitable target. The
Vichy resistance at PALMYRA was still
as strong as ever. Vichy aircraft were
still based on aerodromes in the valley

from RAYAK to KUSEIR, many in process
of repairs after our former attacks.
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June 89th (Cont’d.)

To 'bomb PAD/iYRA and the Residency at
BEYROUTH and to use available
fighters against hostile aircraft
on the ground and for protection of
our Naval forces off DAMOUR.

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

5 Blenheim sorties against PALlfYRA
stores.

5 Blenheim sorties against PALKYRA
barracks.

4 Blenheim sorties against General
Dentz’s Residence, BEYROUTH.

Fighter Operations.

7 sorties bomber escort.

12 sorties Fleet protection.
8 sorties Tomahawks ground strafing
enemy aircraft on KUSEIR landing
ground.

Recce Operations, underA.H.Q.

1 sortie Photo/R for Army.
2 sorties 3trat/R TRIPOLI-HOBS-RAYAK
and lATTAKIA.

Pamphlets dropped by bombers and
recce aircraft PALIviYRA, HOWS and
BEYROUTH.

(iv) Results. Bombs hit stores at PALIviYRA and
Residency, BEYROUTH. Tomahawks des
troyed 4 Glenn Martins, one Devroitine
438 on ground at KUSEIR and one Glenn
Martin in the air over the sea off
BEYROUTH.

Recce LATTAKIA returned to base after

being driven off by Vichy fighters.
(v) Casualties.

Aircraft available.

1011 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
X" Flight
806/803 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes 7

Lysander 2

8

10

1It

9

6

ti

49. June 30th.

(i) Information. Vichy troops SUWEIDA and PALMYRA
continued to hold up our ground forces.
Visual and photo recces Indicated
that a number of Vichy aircraft had
been concentrated at BAALBEK.
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June 30th (Cont’d.)

(ii) Plan. To attack PALMYRA and SUY/EIDA with

bomhers and to use available fighters
for front gunning enemy aircraft on
the ground at BAALBEK.

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

10 Blenheim sorties against barracks
and stores at PALMYRA.

3 Blenheim sorties against Port and
Cite Militaire, SUWEIDA.

Fighter Operations.

10 Hurricane sorties ground strafing at
BAALBEK.

6 sorties local defence.

Recce Ope rationsw under A.H.Q.

1 sortie Strat/R for Army PALMYRA area.
1 sortie Strat/H ALSPPO-MEIDAN EKBEZ-
LATTAKIA.

Pamphlets dropped SUWEIDA.

Bombers - some hits on both targets.
Fighters - 5 twin-engined, 9 single-
engined aircraft destroyed or damaged
and buildings machine-gunned BAALBEK.

(iv) Results.

Aircraft available.

1211 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron

8

10
2"X" Plight

806/803 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

9

7

9

1

50. July 1st.

Information. PALMl'RA and SU^EIDA continued their
resistance to our forces,

aircraft ireve active against our troops
in the PALMYRA area, and were believed
to be operating from the RAYAK valley.

To bomb Vichy forces at PALMYRA and
SUY/EIDA, to providie fighter protection
for our ground forces attacking PALMYPA-
and to attack enemy aircraft on the
gi’ound in the RAYAK vallej^.

(i)
Fnemy

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations. B omb e r Ope ra t i o ns .

10 Blenheim sorti.es against barracks
and stores at PALMYRA.

3 Blenheim, sorties against port and .
Cite Mi7itaire, SUWSIDA.
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July 1st (Cont*d.)

Fighter Operations.

10 sorties offensive patrol PALMYRA,.
3 sorties local defence HAIFA.

7 sorties ground strafing aircraft
BAALBEK.

8 sorties ground strafing M/T.

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

2 sorties Tac and Photo/R for Army,
2 sorties Photo/R shipping at BEYROUTH.
1 sortie Strat/R BEYROUTH, Homs, RAYAK.

Bombers reported direct hits on both
targets. Fighters claimed two enemy
aircraft destroyed, four damaged on
the ground BAALBEK area, two A.F.V.’s
and 20 M/T destroyed in RAYAK valley
area.

(iv) Results.

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
80 Squadron
45 squadron

260 Squadron
X" Flight
829 Squadron
806/803 Squadron
3 Squadroh
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders

V

n

12

8

13

10
2

3

12

10

11

1

July 2nd.51.

(i) Information. The Vichy French forces having failed
to obtain the passage of reinforcements
through TURKEY, were expecting to
receive them by sea via SALONIKA.
Vichy destroyers left BEYROUTH on 1/7,
presumably to meet and escort trans
ports .
at TRIPOLI were being used to shadow
our Fleet. The garrison at SUWEIDA
continued their resistance to our

ground forces. Our Naval forces are
becoming the special target for enemy
aircraft attacks.

Loire 13C flying boats based

(ii) Plan. To locate and attack Vichy transports
and warships with bomber aircraft, and
to bomb the garrison at SUWEIDA.
use the fighters against the aceaplanes
at TRIPOLI and for protective patrols
over our troops at PALMYRA and our
Naval forces off the SYRIAN coast.

To
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July 2nd (Cont*d.)

Boml) e r Ope ra 11 o ns.(iii) Operations.

4 Blenheim sorties against Port and
Cite Kilitaire, 3UY/EIDA.
Remaining availahle bomhers were
standing by to attack Vichy sea
reinforcements.

Fighter Operations. '

27 sorties Fleet protection.
10 sorties offensive patrol PALMYRA.
1 sortie local defence HAIFA.
6 Tomahawk sorties attack on flying
boats at TRIPOLI.

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

2 sorties Strat/R, one BEYROUTH and
one search for Vichy destroyers.

Bombers scored direct hit at 3UWEIDA.
2 Loire 130 flying boats damaged at
TRIPOLI.

located off SYRIAN coast.
Vichy destroyers not

(iv) Results.

CLt,

Aircraft available.

14•  11 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
"X” Plight
806/803 squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

9

7

12
5

5

10

11

2

52. July 3rd.

Information. A Vichy ship originally reported as
light cruiser but believed to be a
merchant vessel was located in^CHEKKA
BAY, where it would be of use in
arranging the disembarkation of
reinforcements should the expected
transports arrive.
Vichy aircraft based on HAMA were
operating against our forces in Eastern
SYRIA.

a

(i)

To locate Vichy shipping and attack
all vessels likely to be concerned with
the transport of reinforcements or
supplies. To relieve the pressure of
air attack on our forces in Eastern
SYRIA by attacking Vichy aircraft on
the ground at HAMA, and to provide
protection for our Naval forces pat
rolling off the SYRIAN coast to inter
cept Vichy shipping.

(ii) Plan.
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July 3rd (ContM.)

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

2 Blenheim sorties against a light
cruiser tn CHEKKA BAY.

Remaining available bombers standing by
to attack Vichy sea reinforcements.

Filter Operations.

10 sorties ground attack'. HAlviA.
20 sorties Fleet protection.

Recce Q-perations^ under A.H.Q.

1 sortie Strat/R shipping and movement
on coast LATTAKIA-B'EYROUTH.

1 sortie Strat/R Vichy aerodromes
East of ANTI-LEMNOK.

1 Photo/R for Army.

Bombs missed ship in CHEKKA BAY, which
air photos showed to be a 110’

2 Vichy bombers destroyedcoaster,

(iv) Results.
•) A..;

and eight damaged at fLM'iA by Hurricanes
ground strafing.

r -
-KS

IvC

Aircraft available.

1411 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
X" Flight
806/803 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

t!

9

7

12

4

9

7

14

2

53. July 4th.

Information. Vichy reinforcements were still en
route to SYRIA by sea. Vichy aircraft
based on HAJ-.-lA and LITAHI valley aero

dromes were operating against our
forces in Eastern SYRIA.

To attack Vichy shipping in order to
prevent the arrival and disembarkation
of supplies or reinforcements,
attack and neutralise Vichy air forces
on the ground. To give fighter pro
tection to our Naval forces off the

SYRIAN coast. To place one Bomber
Squadron under the command of Australian
corps H.Q.. in direct support of ground
operations.

To

(1)

(ii) Flari-
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July 4th (Cont’d.)

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

6 Blenheim sorties against aircraft on
landing groun V/est of HMIA.
5 Blenheim sorties against merchant
ship in TRIPOLI harbour.
Remaining available bombers were s tand-
Ing by to attack Vichy sea reinforce
ments .

Fighter Operations.

10 sorties ground strafing aircraft on
landing grounds in BAALBEK area,
21 sorties Fleet protection.
3 sorties local defence HAIFA.

Recce Operations^ under A.H.Q.

1 sortie Strat/R for shipping.
1 sortie Strat/R aerodromes.
2 sorties Photo/R for Army.

Bomber - 1 Vichy Glenn Martin destroyed,
1 damaged, in raid on HAMA.
Fighter - 6 bomber and 1 transport
aircraft damaged at BAALBEK.

Aircraft available.

(iv) Results.

1311 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 squadron
X" Plight
806/803 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders

If

il 5f

13

15

11
5

9

4

9
o
-O

54. July 5tht

(i) Information. Vichy forces in SYRIA continued to
expect reinforcements by sea.
ground forces South cf BEYROUTH, with
Headquarters at BEIT-ED-DINE, continued
to hold up the advance of our troops,
whilst resistance continued at 3UWE1DA.

V1 chy

(ii) Plan. To concentrate bomber attacks on BEIT-

ED-DINE and close support objectives,
to use fighters against hostile air
craft on the ground, and to maintain
recces for shipping and transport
movement relevant to Vichy plans for
reinforcing S^'R-IA.
protection for Fleet units patrolling
off the SYRTAH coas;;.

To provide fighte:
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July 5th (Cont^dO

(iii) Operations. BomPer Operations.

24 Blenheim sorties agai^^t Chateau
and copse at BEIT-ED-DINS.
Remaining available hombers were
standing by to attach Vichy sea rein
forcements .

Fighter Operations.

20 sorties Fleet protection.
7 sorties local defence HAIFA.

lO sorties ground strafing enemy aircraft.

Recce Operations^ under A.H.Q.

1 Strat/R SYRIAN coast and harbours,
pamphlet dropping - 2 sorties SU\7EIDA.
No.3 R.A.A.F. Squadron and one Plight
No.208 Squadron under control of
Australian Corps Headquarters, and "X"
Plight under control of Habforce.

(iv) Results. Direct hits on Vichy Headquarters and
troops in the vicinity of 3EIT-ED-DINS.
Fighters reported no aircraft on HOMS,
KUSEIR and RAS BAALBEK landing grounds.

(V) Heavy dust storms and bad visibility in
Eastern sector and HOMS valley.

Aircraft available.

1C11 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
"X" Plight
806/803 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

Lysanders
t!

12

10
11

3

8

10

11
O

65. July 6th.

(i) Information. The Vichy troops continued to hold up
our advance South of BEYROUTH and the

Vichy forces in SU¥EIDA refused to
surrender. The orange groves and
woods around DAMOUR were providing
cover for Vichy French troops and M/T.
Vichy destroyers were still absent from
the SYRIAN coast and reinforcements

under their escort were still expected

to attempt to reach and land in SYRIA»
Axis aircraft from RHODES had become

very active against our Naval forces
off the SYRIAN coast.

k
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July 6th (Cont'd.)

{ii) Plan. To use one Squadron of Blenheims under
command of Australian Corps H-Q. for
operations in close support on targets
selected By 7th Division and dislodge
Vichy forces from their hiddeh positions
around DAMOUR.

Squadron of Blenheims available for
attacks on Vichy shipping when located.
Fighters to be employed on ground
strafing and for protection of our
Naval forces patrolling the SYRIAN
coast to intercept Vichy surface craft.

Bomber Operations.

To keep the other

(iii) Operations.

5 Blenheim sorties against bridge at
JISREL CADI.

5 Blenheims sorties against bridge at
JISREI CADI and orange grove East of
DAMOUR.

Remaining available bombers were still
standing by to attack Vichy sea
reinforcements.

Fighter Operations.

67 sorties Fleet protection.
1 sortie local defence HAIFA.

4 sorties ground strafing BAAI.BEK and
TALIA.

Recce Operations^ under A.H.Q.

2 Strat/R SYRIAN coast |ITANI Valley,
Pamphlet dropping - 1 sortie SUWBIDA.

Bomber - or^-nge grofes East of DAMOUR
"plastered" with bombs, also buildings
and woods Northern edge of DAMOUR.
Fighter - 1 Glenn Martin, 4 Leo 45 and
2 other aircraft damaged, hangars and
petrol stores set on fire at TALIA and
BAALBEK.

(iv) Results.

Aircraft available.

11 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
"E" Flight
806/803 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes 11
"  " Lysanders 2

10

12

10

11

3

8
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66. July 7th.

“rnformation. The chief air ohjective was stin^to
—  prevent the arrival of Vichy reinforce

ments hnd supplies hy sea, and their
disembarkation, the next consideration
being close support for our ground
forces South of BEYROUTH. Seaplanes
based at TRIPOLI continued to shadow
our Kaval forces patrolling off the
SYRIAN coast and Axis air forces from^^
RHODES were being employed to attack tne
ships as the result of the shadowing
aircrafts’ reports.

TO locate and attack Vichy shipping
with bombers and to sassist the Army
with attacks - close support objectives.
To use the fighters for Fleet pro
tection and against hostile seaplanes
at their base.

(i)

(ii) Plan.

Bomber Operations.

9 Blenheim sorties against Chateau and
copse at BEIT-ED-DIFE.
4 Blenheim sorties against bridge at
MHR-ES-SAFA.
Remaining available bombers were again
standing by to attack Vichy sea
reinforcements.

(iii) Operations.

Fighter Operations.

12 sorties Fleet protection -
19 Tomahawk sorties ground attacks
on M/T. ,

+ 4 Beaufighter sorties ground strafing
seaplanes.

Tomahawks.

Bombers report direct hits on Vichy H.Q.
Beaufightersat BEIT-ED-DINE.

(iv) Results.

damaged Loire 130 seaplanes at TRIPOLI*
Hurricanes protecting Fleet damaged
one enemy bomber.

Aircraft available.

1011 Squadron
45 squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
"X" Flight
806/803 Squadron
5 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes

II «' Lysanders

+  Temporarily attached from
201 Group.

1

1
1

1

2

0
2

3

9

4

8

3
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67. July 8th.

Infomatioili. Vlohy forces South of BKHOUTH continued
their resistance in the hope tnat
reinforcements would yet arrive hy
sea. Accumulations of rolling stock
at TRIPOLI indicated that port as i
possible place of disembarkation.

To attack any Vichy ships arriving
with reinforcements when located, to
hinder any disembarkation by damaging
port installations and rolling stock
at TRIPOLI, and to provide support
for the ground forces South of BEYROUTH-
Fighter aircraft to stand by at call
should our Naval forces be required
to operate during daylight.

Bomber Operations -

4 Blenheim sorties against bridge
14692015. . .
4 Blenheim sorties against pin point
12722073.
1 Blenheim sortie against railway
sidings, TRIPOLI.
2 Blenheim sorties against tanker,
TRIPOLI harbour.
3 Blenheim sorties against warehouses,
TRIPOLI.

Remaining available bombers were
standing by to attack Vichy sea rein
forcements .

a

(i)

(it) Plan.

(iii) Operations.

Fighter Operations-

10 aircraft standing by for Fleet
protection.

Recce Operations, under A.H.Q.

2 sorties Strat/R for shipping and
transport movement, SYRIAN coast and
ports.

Bomber - two direct hits on warehouses
Bombers attacking

Vichy ground forces hit target areas
and started some small fires-

at TRIPOLI harbour.
(iv) Results -

Aircraft available.

1011 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 squadron
"X" Plight
806/803 Squadron
3 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes 10
"  " Lysanders 3

12

12
8

6

6

14

1C
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58. July 9th.

information. The expectation of reinforcements^con-
tinned to be the main prop to Vichy
morale in SYRIA. Movements of supplies
and personnel had led to an accumulation
of rolling stock at RAYAK, which mi^t
also become an item of strategic
importance should the Vichy forces
attempt to retire in Northern SYRIA.
Vichy aircraft based at ALEPPO and
satellite aerodromes in that area had
been particularly active against our
forces in Eastern SYRIA. The dumps at
ZAHLE present a desirable target for
our bombers.

(i)

To use the bombers to prevent the
arrival of Vichy sea reinforcements,
and to support our forces South of
BEYROUTH, and against railway instal
lations and rolling stock at RAYAK.
To use available fighters against enemy
aircraft on the ground in the ALEPPO
area, and against M/T and ground
objectives East and South Sast of
BEYROUTH.

(ii) Plan.

Bomber Onerations.(iii) Onerations.

3 Blenheim sorties against railway
sidings at RAYAK.
1 Blenheim sortie against dumps at
HAMMNA.

8 Blenheim sorties against dump East of
EL BAROUK.

10 Blenheim sorties against dumps at
ZAHLE.

Remaining available bombers standing by
to attack Vichy sea reinforcements.

Fighter Operations.

19 sorties ground strafing enemy air
craft ALEPPO area.

6 sorties ground strafing M/T b:EYR0UTH
area.

13 sorties bomber escort.
8 sorties local defence HAIFA.
6 sorties offensive patrol DAMOUR area.

Recce Operations, underA.H.Q.

2 sorties Tac/R and Photo/R for Army.
2 sorties 3trat/R SYRIAN coast. ‘

Bombs straddled dumps at HAlviPlAHA, East
of BEYROUTH. One Potez 63 and one
Parman 222 destroyed and eight other
•bombers damaged on the ground by air
craft attacking ALEPPO and satellite

(iv) Results♦
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July 9th (Cont*d.)

landing grounds.
The ZAHLE raid was negative on account
of 10/10’s cloud.

Aircraft available.

811 squadron
45 squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
”X" Plight
806/803 Squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

12

13

10

5

3

13

6

3

59. July 10th.

Information. Although the hope of reinforcements
appeared still to inspire Vichy
resistance, troops and M/T movements
North and East from BEYROUTH up the
LITANI Valley had Begun to be
apparent.
reported to be getting low.
morale of the population of BEYROUTH
was reported to be low, and anti-Vichy
demonstrations were said to have
occurred in BEYROUTH.

Vichy petrol supplies were
The

(i)

To attack any shipping carrying
reinforcements and to attack petrol
reserves, military dumps and M/T con
voys with bombers. To use fighters
against aircraft on the ground, M/T
movements and for bomber escorts.

(ii) Plan.

(iii) Operations. Bomber Operations.

4 Blenheim sorties against dump at
TEI KEIAKH.

12 Blenheim sorties against dumps,
HAMMANA.

8 Blenheim sorties against:-

i) Camp 2 miles South West of TALIA.
2) M/T 1 mile North East of ZAHLS.
3) Road 5 miles west of ZAHLE.

4) Road and railway i mile South of
HAM/IANA.

3 Blenheim sorties against road block
near BEIT EL RAMEL.

All remaining available bombers still
Ht.'anding by to attack Vichy sea rein
forcements.

Fighter Operations.

22 sorties bomber-escort and ground
strafing.
9 sorties local defence.

7 sorties ground strafing.
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July 10th (Cont’d.)
under A.H.Q._Pence OperationsA

1 Strat/R ALRPPO area aerodromes.
1 photo/R for Army. .
pamphlet dropping - 1 sortie
pamphlets with the G.O.C’s proclamation
over BEYROUTH at 2200 hours.

Bombers - direct hits on ammunition
depot HAliMANA and on roads, M/T and
buildings in the ZAHLE-TAIIA area.
Bombs missed petrol dumps at TEL KELAKH-
Fighters - 8 aircraft damaged on TAIIA
landing ground. 5 Dewoitines shot down
by Tomahawks whilst attacking our
bombers over HAMMANA.

Casualties. 3 Blenheims of 45 Squadron attacking^
HAMMA were shot down, two in flames,
but several of the crew are reported to
have escapad by parachute. 5 attacking
Dewoitines all shot down by escorting
Tomahawks.

(iv) Results.

(V)

Aircraft available.

1011 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
"X" Plight
806/803 Squadron
3 squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
"  " Lysanders

12

10
9

4

5

12

12

4

60. guly 11th.

Information.Vichy troops appeared to be continuing
to withdraw behind their front lines

Considerableup the LITAHI Valley,

(i)

rolling stock was accumulated at rayaa,
possibly''for the lyithdrawal of troops
and equipment Northwards. Resistance
at SUWEIDA continued. Enemy aircraft
operating against our troops in Eastern
SYRIA located by photo recce on
satellite landing grounds in the ALEPPO
area.

To maintain vigilance against Vichy
shipping and to be prepared to attack
any reinforcements located. To use
the bombers to attack close support

and to dislocate hostile M/T and
To use fighters

aircraft on the ground.

targets
rail communications,
to attack enemy i _

(ii) Pl^^’
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July 11th (Cont'd.)

Bomber Operations.(iii) operations.

3 Blenheim sorties against Fort and
Cite Militaire, SUV/EIDA.
1 Blenheim sortie against six gun
emplacements 2 miles South West of
TEL KELAKH.

2 Blenheim sorties against 4 M/T 20
miles North of TRIPOLI.

3 Blenheim sorties against stores
building at RAYAK.

Fighter Operations.

20 sorties ground strafing enemy
aircraft, ALEPPO area.
6 sorties bomber escort.
6 sorties local defence HAIFA.

Recce Operations^ under A.H.Q.

1 sortie Strat/R SYRIA.
1 Tac/R (Habforce) Eastern SYRIA.

Bomber - direct hits on corner of Fort
at SWEIDA and on stores and railway
and road crossing at RA'^AK.
enemy aircraft destroyed, 14 damaged
by aircraft ground strafing AJ.EPPO area.
One Dewoitine 520 attacking a Tomahawk
ground strafing was shot down.

Ohe Tomahawk ground strafing HAMA shot
down by one Dewoitine 520.

Three

(iv) Results.

(V) Casualties.

Aircraft available.

911 Squadron
45 Squadron
80 Squadron
260 Squadron
"X" Plight
806/803 squadron
3 Squadron
208 Squadron Hurricanes
”  ” Lysanders

10
11

10

3

6

10

10
5

OPERATIONS WERE SUSPENDED AT 0001 HOURS ON 12th JULY 1941.
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PROVISION OP DIRECT SUPPORT FOR THE
MILITARY FORCES.

At the commencement of the operations on
the 8th June 1941, the scarcity of aircraft in the
Command did not allow of the decentralisation of any
units, other than Array Cooperation, under control of
Army formations for direct support work. It was,
however, considered that the available bomber and
fighter forces might at any time be directed against
targets in the tactical area in close support and
provision was, therefore, made for the necessary Air
liaison Officers with the Army formations in the
field, through which any close support demand would be
submitted to this Headquarters. At this stage, the
primary role of the Air Liaison Officer was to examine
all demands for direct support and, in the light of
the resources available and the type of support
required, ensure that demands were reasonable and that
the necessary information from an Air Force point of
viev/ was forthcoming to enable air action to be taken
if aircraft were available.

61.

At the outset, the forces on the ground in
SYRIA consisted of the 7th Australian Division

operating towards BEYROUTH, and a composite force,
operating independently under G.H.Q., on DAMASCUS.
An A.I. Section, consisting af a wing Commander and a

Squadron leader, was allocated to the 7th Australian
Division, and an A.L. Officer was allocated to the
composite force operating against DAIl^SCUS.
Section and the A.L.O. were in direct communication
with this Headquarters by Y/T.
afforded during this period consisted mainly of pro
viding fighter protection over the areas where enemy
aircraft were interfering with our land operations,
providing fighter protection to cover any limited
operation, and providing bomber attacks on well defined
enemy defensive positions which were holding up the
ground operation.

62.

The A.L.

The direct support

63. On the 18th June, the 1st Australian Corps
took command in the field of all grdund operations in
SYRIA and the Air Liaison Section then became attached
to the Corps Headquarters,
forces in the DAMASCUS area then came under the A.L*
Section at Corps Headquarters.

The A.L.O. with the ground

On the 22nd June it was found practical to
decentralise a fighter squadron under the control of
Corps Headquarters and this squadron was employed on
direct support work under the direct orders of the A.L.
Section. Provision was, however, made to withdraw
this squadron at short notice should it be required for
other pu^oses under the direction of this Headquarters,
chiefly in connection' with the provision of protection
to the Naval forces operating off the SYRIAN coast and
for ’’blitzing" enemy aerodromes,
proved satisfactory.

64.

This organisation
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65. On the 6th July it was found practicable
to allocate a bomber squadron under the control of
the 1st Australian Corps. This coincided with the
coastal advance on BEYROUTH by the 7th Australian
Division and it was decided, therefore, to decentralise
the two direct support squadrons under the control of
the 7th Australian Division,

provided and the Wing Commander, together with one
A.L.O., went forward to the 7th Division Headquarters,
leaving one A.L.O, at Corps Headquarters.

Owing to the nature of the terrain in the
7th Division operational area, it was impossible to
obtain a landing ground in the vicinity of Divisional
Headquarters and the squadrons concerned had, therefore,
to be operated from landing grounds in the vicinity
of Corps Headquarters,
situated 40 miles from Divisional Headquarters and the

Bomber Squadron 65 miles from Divisional Headquarters.
The method of control was by W/T direct from the Air
Liaison Section at Divisional Headquarters to the
Squadrons, with an alternative telephone link through
Corps H.Q.
carried out from 6th July to the cessation of hostilities
on the 12th July is attached as Appendix "G" to this
report.

An extra A.L.O was

66.

The Fighter Squadron was

A detailed report on the direct support

This report emphasises the importance of
efficient intercommunication between the squadrons and

the controlling Headquarters,
aircraft operating in direct support are situated as
near as possible to the controlling headquarters, as
the efficiency of the support depends on close personal
liaison between the controlling headquarters and the
direct support unit,
achieve this close personal liaison and provision must,
therefore, be made for a most efficient method of
intercommunication at all times, particularly ih mobile
warfare.

telephone communications, and, therefore, the inter-
R/T communication

67.

It is essential that

It may not be practicable to

Reliance cannot be placed on provision of

communication must be by wireless,
from the controlling headquarters to aircraft in the
air will assist considerably in directing aircraft on

to the desired targets, but the lack of general
information concerning the situation on the ground at
the unit concerned still remains a serious factor and

some form ofuR/T communication between the controlling
headquarters to the R.A.P. units concerned, v/hich is
practicable from a security point of view, is desirable
under circumstances when personal touch is impracticable
owing to distances,
sideration be given to the provision of sets capable of
providing scrambled R/T for this purpose.

It is recommended that con-

68. With regard to the method of indicating the
position of our troops to aircraft operating in direct
support, it is considered that the adoption of a
standard method is dndesirable for security reasons,
and that the method adopted in any particular operation
should be decided at the time,

not lie in the method, but in the inability of the
ground forces to display the ground signs when required,
and indicates that some action should be taken to

The difficulty does
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provide an organisation on the ground to ensure that
the ground recognition signals are displayed; the
importance of this duty would ;justify the provision
of special personnel for this purpose, with the
ground formations in the front line.

ORGANISATION ANN TRAINING.

AIR REPORTING SYSTEM - SYRIAN CAIvlPAIGN.

At the commencement of the campaign the
following sources of information were in operation

The Palestine Observer Screen (manned
by the palestihe Police Force), com
prising 31 posts.

One complete section of No.14 W.O.U.,
comprising lO posts.

The three Air Report Centres, situated
at JERUSALEM, HAIFA and TEL AVW.

The A.M.'E.S. Units, Nos.236, 503 and
508, situated in the HAIFA area.

In the earlier stages of the operations,
the entire system, which had already had considerable
practical experience, worked smoothly and efficiently.
Information from the A.M.E.S. units and Observer
Screens was disseminated by the Filter Room and
A.R.C's and passed to those concerned with the mini
mum of delay.

69.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

70.

Subsequently, with the arrival of new
squadrons and personnel and the extension of operations
over a wide area covering SYRIA and CYPRUS, and
territorial waters adjacent thereto, difficulties of
identification became most marked and imposed con
siderable strain on the Air Report system as a whole.

It is considered necessary to regard these
difficulties as having contributed in no small measure
to the lack of interceptions by the Fighter defences,
and may be summarised as follows

Difficulties of reporting the movements
of aircraft operating over this country
from bases in EaYPT, ’IRAQ, CYPRUS and
SYRIA.

71.

72.

(i)

(ii) Difficulties of land line communications
between temporary aerodromes, satellite
landing grounds and the Air Report Centres.

Continuous movement of operational units
to new or more advanced aerodromes with
the resultant further communication

difficulties.

(iii)
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Failure of new and visiting pilots to
observe regulations due to inexperience
in the Command.

Failure of the hhserver screen at times
to identify aircraft as hostile or
friendly.

Failure of squadron personnel as a whole
to appreciate the importance of keeping
the Air Reporting system informed of
aircraft movements.

Lack of radio identification, which was
fitted to only a very small percentage
of the aircraft operating.

With the cessation of hostilities and all
operational flying the position has again become
stabilised and effective control of aircraft movements
is now possible.

(iv)

(V)

(vi)

(vii)

73.

Mention must be made of the invaluable
high standard of information passed by the special
units in the HAIFA area, particularly during night
operations, giving as they did maximum warning of
threats to the target areas, with the resultant adequate
preparedness of ail concerned,
must be made of the observer screen and Air Report
Centre personnel, who worked untiringly under most
difficult conditions occasioned through lack of
advanced information of aircraft movements, resulting
in frequent identification difficulties.

CONDITIONS OF TSRRAIN FROM THE FLYING POINT OF VlfiV/.

74.

Finally, mention

The hilly nature of the country round SYRIA
was responsible for clouds often being down on the
hills in the coastal regions until late in the morning.
In winter this effect would be even more pronounced.
The nature of the soil at all the landing grounds in
PALESTINE is such that those which have not got all-
weather landing strips, such as LYDDA and HAIFA, will
be unserviceable for long periods during the coming
winter months.

75,

DEFICIENCIES IN TRAINING.

The standard of bombing of new air crews
suggests that insufficient attention is paid to this
part of their training at O.T.U’s.

FAILURE OP TECHNICAI, EQUIPMENT.

76,

Several Lockheed hydraulic pumps on Hurricane
aircraft became unserviceable due to the rotor segments
seizing in the housing, which resulted in the drive
shafts sheering. The failure was attimbutcd ""
being left in the hydraulic pipe lines during manufactare,
the aircraft having recently been transferred from

77.
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Several oil temperature gauges Mk.lA fittedEngland,
to "both Hurricane and Blenheim aircraft failed,
bourdon tubes of these instruments cracked and allowed
the mercury to escape. The failure was due to
faulty manufacture* (All instruments that failed
were manufactured by i:essrs. Coleys of Brentford,
Middlesex,

occurred of the undercarriage retracting arms on
Tomahawk aircraft bending and eventually causing the
undercarriage to collapse. The fault was attributed
to too high landing speed, with subsequent braking
(when brakes are applied on Tomahawk aircraft, the
•retarding force of braking acts in such a manner as
to cause the undercarriage legs to ”toe out", which
causes bending of the retracting arms).

The

P.1022 action was taken.) A few cases

DISTRIBUTION OF SUPPLIES AND TBCHNICAL EOUIPMPNT.

On occasions, a certain lack of coordination
between the air and administrative branches, due in
large part to these branches being housed in separate
buildings, resulted in rather short notice being given
to the administrative branch of moves of squadrons

required.
"bottle-necked" at HAIFA, where trucks consigned from
the South had to be off-loaded and reloaded on to the
narrow gauge railway,
three days' notice of the tonnage to be moved,
two occasions, petrol and ammunition was not loaded on
to the scheduled train as a result of the consignor

unit omitting to label truck correctly and to give
the Movement Control Staff advance information by

signal as to truck numbers and destination,
consignments had to be forwarded by Service transport.
No. 32 A.3.P. state that no major difficulties were
experienced in the distribution of technical equipment,
the transport question not being such a problem as
the stores involved were of comparatively small bulk.
Also reserves of aircraft could be obtained to replace
those unserviceable.

78.

The forward movement of supplies was often

The Amy authorities required
On

These

Dack of supplies of incendiary ammunition for
Tomahawks resulted in less enemy aircraft being set on

fire and completely destroyed during attacks on enemy
aerodromes, than would have been had there been
supplies available,
successful in setting alight to aircraft, but is not as
effective as incendiary.

REPORT ON MEDICAL ASPECT OF OPERATIONS IN SYRIA.

79.

Tracer ammunition was sometimes

The general health of all ranks was uniformly
Two cases of relapsing fever occurred.

80.

good,
source of this infection was investigated and found to

be due to the men using dugouts previously occupied by
Arab Legion troops.

The

There was no case of obvious flying strain
in air crews resulting purely from these operations.
The few cases which did occur and necessitated cessation

81.



- 4B

of duty were all in individuals who were already
under the observation of their Unit Medical Officer.

Prom a medical aspect aerodromes and landing
grounds were well sited and living conditions were
good. Water was in each case plentiful and good.
Mosquito nets and other anti-malarial measures were
employed and although some areas from which operations
were carried out were malarious, no case of primary
malaria occurred. Rations were sufficient for the
ground parties and no complaints on this score ?/ere
received, but some hardship was caused by no reserve
of rations for the use of pilots and air crews being
kept at these landing grounds. It is pointed out
that iron rations could have been taken in the air
craft .

82.

OUR CASUALTIES.

PRI30NBRS OF WAR.

84-Sqdn. 24/7. Released.
84 Sqdn. Released.
84 Sqdn. Released.
260 Sqdn. Released.

Released.

85 F/Lt. P.R.M. Williams
P/0. R. Eidsforth
Sgt. Crowe
Sgt. Black
s/Idr. Russell

(Liaison Officer,
Spear's Mission.)

MISSING.

84 Sqdn.
84 Sqdn.
11 Sqdn.
11 Sqdn.
208 Sqdn.
80 Sqdn.
11 Sqdn.
260 Sqdn.

Sgt. J. Balch
Sgt. Wright
Sgt. Jones
Sgt. Ferguson
P/Lt. J.R. Aldia
P/0. P.K. Growthsr
F/0. Lee
P/0. P.- Baldv/in

KILLED.

"X" Pit.

208 Sqdn.
208 Sqdn.
ro Sqdn.

84 Sqdn.
84 Sqdn.

P/O. Craigie
P/G. C.W. Holdsworth
p/O. MacRostie
P/0. T. Lynch
P/O. Webster
P/O. A.W. Ryan
Sgt. Stalder
Sgt. Wilkinson
A.C.2 Burford

84 Sqdn.

RECOMMENDATIONS PgR HONOURS
AND AWARDS.

This has already been subml'*:ted under separate84.

cover.
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RESULTS ACHIEVED IN REIATION TO THE All.

GENERAL.

Air Operations implementing the aim may he
divided under the following headings

The provision of Army Cooperation for
the ground forces.

Air attack against strategical targets
such as:

85.

(a)

(i) petrol and ammunition dumps,

aerodromes,(il)

(iii) shipping.

(c) The provision of strategical reconnais
sances for the Royal Air Force and also
for the Armj'-.

The provision of direct and close support
aircraft for the military forces.

(d)

(e) To prevent enemy air forces from inter
fering with our own land and sea
operations, and also to protect important
targets in PALESTINE'.

ARI-IY COOPERATION.

Ih spite of the shortage of Army Cooperation
aircraft during these operations it is considered
that this shortage did not materially affect the
ground operation for the following reasons

The static nature of the operation and the
absence of Vichy reserves which could
materially influence any particular sector
of the front, confined the tactical
reconnaissance requirements to the
immediate front line,

that in these circumstances the tactical
recce sorties available v/ere sufficient.

86.

(i)

It is considered

(ii) The greatest use was made of bomber- and
fighter operations carried out in the
tactical area to obtain information

affecting our land operations in the
forv/ard area.

Successful tactical reconnaissance.- results87.

were obtained though great difficulties were
experienced in obtaining information, owing to the
difficult nature of the terrain and the presence of
low cloud on the hills.
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Eight Arty/R’s were carried out, of whidi
two wer4 failures, one "being due to faulty wireless
in the aircraft and the other due to a fault on the

The majority of the shoots

88.

part of the Artillery,
were, however, very slow and sometimes 20 o"bser-
vations had to "be made.

Prom 8th June until 11th July the total
number of Tac/R's carried out by this Squadron was
140, the total number of Arty/R's was 8, and the
total number of photographic reconnaissances carried
out was 11, two being carried out by a specially
equipped Hurricane, the remainder by Lysanders.

89.

AIR ATTACK AGAINST STRATEGICAL TARGETS.

Petrol and Aattunition Dumps.

Bombing attacks on petrol installations met
with a certain degree of success, a total of approx
imately 280 tons of petrol and oil being destroyed
with 5 tons of H.E. and incendiary bombs, during 10
Blenheim sorties,

was inflicted on installations adjacent to the
petrol dumps,
so successful and in some cases even direct hits and

near misses produced little result, beyond blowing off
the roofs of the buildings.

90.

In addition, considerable damage

Attacks on ammunition dumps were not

Attacks against Agrodromes.*

Bombing attacks against aircraft on aero
dromes, despite a reasonable degree of a ecuracy in the

bombing, produced small results.
43,000 lbs. of H.E
and are reported to have destroyed only five aircraft.
A large proportion of this bomb load was 250 lb. G.F's
and better results may have been obtained with 40 lb.
bombs.

to shortage of bomber aircraft, it was necessary to
have aircraft standing by, bombed up, to attack any
one of a variety of targets, and a load comprised
entirely of 40 lb. and incendiary'- bombs would hot have
been generally suitable.

91.

52 sorties dropped
plus 3,800 lbs. incendiary bombs.,

250 lb. bombs were often used because, owing

92. The outstanding success of the campaign was
the use of fighters against aircraft on the ground.
A total of 140 sorties (81 Hurricane and 59 Tomahawk)
claimed that they had destroyed 36 aircraft and
damaged another 107, while an inspection of Vichy
landing grounds after the Armistice showed that a
total of 55 aircraft had been completely destroyed or
were beyond repair as a result of ground strafing,
and Vichy personnel admit that many others had been
damaged but had later been repaired,
expenditure of S.A.A.

The total

on these tasks was 210,000 rounds.
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A a^yalnst SMpplrig_._
s the coast

During the whole of the operation
of'SYRIA was kept under observation with the ohjec
of loStlng the Vlehy Naval iSLned

KiBBlii"
Sf ’a’jraeS^^^Srd-

f.i^5aSp!“a?ti''wh^ch
ttf intension of rhnforclng SYRIA hy eea wa ahandoned
by the Vichy French.

95.

UA The effect of this on the higher policy
of’the defence of SYRIA by the ^^aterL
greater than was at first expected, and culminated 

in
the early capitulation of the Vichy ®
at the time, their land forces were well ajle to
continue stemming the advances of ’
This is a good example of how an air force, acting
independently against strategical targets, can more
readily affect the issue of the operations than by its
employment against tactical targets in close support
of the ground forces.

s TRA TEGI GAL RF OOgIIA.ri^.S4^lQg§rJ

95, During the whole of the campaign, strategical
reconnaissances were carried out by Ele_nheim aircraf o
and long-range Hurricanes to obtain inxorraation con
earning strategical targets for the Air Force, such as
location of petrol and ammunition dumps, the presence
of aircraft on enemy aerodromes, the enemy s lines of
communication in the back areas and also in order to
locate Vichy Naval forces and meronant shipping. ine
whereabouts of Vichy shipping was of great concern to
the Naval authorities, who repeatedly requested
reconnaissances for this purpose, In addition,
strategical reconnaissances were frequently asked for
by the military authorities. The results achieved
by strategical reconnaissances were most satisfactory.

]  ■ irn n-Trp-'-r'ti' ROR THD MILITARYPROVISIOE OF CT.OSE AND DIR
FORCES^ . -

troop
ng these

air

thei'e-

The lack of Vichy yrench recsri’-es,
'op movciiuenyS duri

tbe scope of close suppori
rt air action taken was,

tro

96.

concentrations and even

operations restricted
action and close suppo

fore, negligible-.
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The provision of air forces in direct
support of military forces will usually depend on
the availability of air forces for this purpose, in
the light of the most economical and effective
application of the available air power in the

The relative unimportance

97.

furtherance of the aim.

of the strategical targets afforded in these
operations made it possible, after a certain period,
to allocate bomber aircraft for direct support worfe.
The conditions' under which the direct air support
had to be carried out were made difficult due to the
lack of aerodromes in the required area for close
liaison, the lack of suitable objectives in the
tactical area, and the difficult terrain. In spite
of the difficulties, however, a maximum of direct
support was accomplished, though the effect was

The actual resultsprobably I more moral than material,
achieved by bombers in direct support is, however,
impossible to assess.

The direct support afforded bjr fighter
aircraft was subjected to the same limitations as for
direct bomber support, but whenever the fighter
aircraft located suitable targets, usually M/T on
roads, the results achieved were good and undoubtedly
had a considerable effect on the tactical operations.
It is considered, however, that the fighter attacks on

aerodromes, dealt with in this report, afforded the
most effective direct support to our fo3rward troops,
in that they reduced the air attacks on our forward
troops to the absolute minimum and by the most econ
omical method from an air force point of view.

'*8.

provisio'n op atr depekce for lamd aid sea forces,
AND TAROETS IN PALESTINE.

General.

Throughout the operations, the enemy's air
effort was concentrated against our land forces and
the Fleet.

99.

Q»ahd Pbrces

At the commencement of the operation, the
fighter forces available for the protection of our land
forces were very small, and during the initial period,
our ground forces were repeatedly subjected to quite
heavy scale air attack, despite the fact that whenever
possible we carried out protective patrols and sweeps
in the forward area,

reinforcements became available, regular attacks against
aircraft on enemy aerodromes and landing grounds were
instituted, which had a twofold result,
large numbers of enemy aircraft were destroyed gnd
damaged, thus reducing the number of aircraft which
could attack our ground forces,
in the enmray having to push back their aircraft on to
their rearmost aerodromes,
operations, when all the aerodromes in SYRIA came within

100.

Later on, however, when further

Firstly,

Secondly, it resulted

Towards the end of the
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range of our fighters, our ground forces were
practically immune from enemy air attack,

gleet protection.

101. During the initial stages of the operations,
Vichy homhers and fighters were a constant source of
danger to our Fleet working in SYRIAN waters, fflwo
of our destroyers were badly damaged and three
Fulmars of the Fleet Air Arit escort were also shot down

by enemy fighters. It was, therefore, necessary for
the R.A.F. to take over the protection of the Fleet,
using Hurricanes and Tomahawks. This was a serious
extra commitment, but was found to be so essential
that the military Commander agreed that, where necessary,
fighter protection oveS? our land forces would have
to be reduced, and even taken away altogether, in order
to provide the required protection over the Fleet.
Once the R.A.F. undertook Fleet protection, there were
no further casualties to our ships and after several
Vichy aircraft had been destroyed while approaching the
Fleet, they abandoned any further attempt to interfere
with our Naval operations.

Targets in Palestine.

¥/ith the exception of a few raids on HAIFA
by Vichy and Axis aircraft, during which one G-lenn
Martin and one Ju.88 were destroyed by A.A., the Vichy
forces did not attempt to attack strategical targets
in PALESTINE.

102.

POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION.

COMMUNICATIONS.

The speed and accuracy with which orders and
instructions can be passed from Headquarters to Units
in the field is one of the determining factors in the
efficient performance of an operation,
more particularly to’the efficiency of air forces
operating in direct support.

103.

This applies

As has already been

pointed out in para.67, the controlling formations
and the operational aerodromes or advanced landing
grounds should be as close to one another as possible.
This is an ideal to be- aimed at, but can seldom, if
ever, be attained in practice,
must, therefore, be looked for under conditions where
personal liaison is impracticable,
find this, the requirements must first be stated;
they are:-

Some other solution

Attempting to

(a) some method by which orders and instructions
can be passed with the same ease and
fluency as if the addresser and recipient
were in the same room.

(b) Security of the information so passed must
be of a first class order.
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The means used for passing these
must he sufficiently mobile to he able to
go forward or retire with the general
movement of the front line.

(c)

104. V//T has been used in the past, but its
failing is that unless high grade cypher is used it is
subject to interception and that even when_ uhe message
is passed in cypher, a considerable delay is neces
sitated, while any queries which may arise .
instructions require a cypher message beingpassed back,
entailing further delay. Land Line communication by
telephone is am improvement in that a conversation c n
be passed between the Headquarters and the Unit, and
queries can be raised and answered at the time, but
the two disadvantages which occur are, firstly, that
is seldom that a Land line communication can be
established, and secondly, Land Line communication is
also subject to interception.

q05. The solution would, therefore, appear to be
the use of radio-telephony. By this means, and pro
viding the power of the sets is sufficient, normal
conversations should be able to take place between
Headquarters and the Unit. In order to prevent
interception by the enemy of conversations so passed, _
both the sender and the received should be ih possession
of scrambler R/T sets similar in tj^pe to those which
have been emplo^red for several years in civil Trans-
Atlantic radio-telephony. By this means, the speech
transmitted by the sender is so scrambled that unless
the received has a similar de-scrambling equipment,
intelligible speech cannot be picked up. If it is
considered necessary to guard against possible jamming
by the enemy, it would be possible to transmit speech
on two or more separate wavelengths simultaneously, in

scrambled form, so that even if one frequency_were to
be jammed, it would still be possible to receive the speech
quite clearly.

These sets would have to be reasonably_mobile,
that is to say, they would have to be contained in one
or more trailers. The equipment would be somewhat
expensive, but assuming that such a set would cost as
much as three or four aircraft, its tactical value'.would
still be far greater than a v/hole Squadron of aircraft
operating inefficiently owing to poor communications.

107.

but it has been employed in civil radio-telephony,
admittedly in a non-mobile form, for many years.

It is believed that there are certain
technicians employed by the Royal Air Force in the Middle
East, or at least available to them, sufficiently
expert to be able to construct an experimental set of
this sort, and it is suggested that permission be given
for this Command to carry out experiments dn these lines.

106.

This method may be considered impracticable,

108.
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NEUTRALIS IKO THE ENE^tY*S AIR FORCE.

One of the objects during recent operations109.

was to neutralise the opposing air forces and to
prevent their attack upon our forward troops,
could have been done by close fighter support, either
by carrying out constant patrols over the forward
troops, or by organising fighter sv/eeps over enemy
territory in the forward area,
however, very uheconomical and, with the small fighter
force available, the results obtained when these forms
of attack were carried out, were disappointing, with
the exception of one occasion when five Dewoitines
were intercepted and destroyed.

This

Both methods are,

The method finally adopted and which had the
greatest success was the attack of dispersed aircraft
on enemy aerodromes by aircraft controlled directly
by this Headquarters,
persed aircraft produced disappointing results.
Fighter attacks were, however, very successful, though
the poor defences of the landing grounds saved our
fighters from many casualties which might otherwise
have resulted.

110.

Bombing attacks against dis~

Owing to the short ranges of action of the
Hurricanes and Tomahawks employed on ground strafing
enemy aerodromes, the attacks had to be carried out in
three phases, as described in paragraph 25.

The leasoh learned is that in these operations
the more profitable method of affording protection for
our forward troops against air action was the neutral
isation of the enemy's air forces by fighter attacks
against aerodromes than by the employment of fighters
on close protective work.

111.

112.

BOMBER 0Pp:RATI0NS .

The effect of the 25C lb. G.p. bomb fused113.

instantaneously is remarkably small against targets such
as buildings and petrol tanks, and it is submitted that
this fusing should only be used for attacks on M/T and
vehicles.

The blast and splinter effects of the 250 and114.

500 lb. G.p.. bombs dropped amongst buildings of con
struction typical in the Near East are comparatively
small, unless the bomb actually explodes inside the
building, and as even in towns such as BEYROUTH,
buildings cover only 60?o approximately of the total area,
the use of these bombs against buildings is uneconomic.

The efficiency of bomber operations iii close115.-

and direct support of the Array is dependent on accurate
information, particularly in respect of the targets
to be attacked,

photography plays an important part in this respect and
with the provision of P.R.U. Units in the field, it

In static or semi-static operations.
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Should he possible to obtain photographic confirmation
of the disposition of the target in time to brief
attacking crews, pro^'ided the P.R.U. Unit is based
far enough fo2r7/ardo



Appendix "A” to
Operation Order No. 7
dated 5 June, 41.

MOST SECRET.

ORDER OF BATTLE

Force EXPORTER (Adv. H.Q. P. & T.J.)H.Q.

7 AUST DIV.

H.Q,. 7 Aust. Div.
One Coy H.Q,. Gd Bn.
7 Aust' Div Emplo^/ment PI

H.Q. 21 Aust Inf Bde
2/14 Bn.
2/16 Bn
2/27 Bn

H.Q. 25 Aust Inf Bde
2/25 Bn
d/31 Bn
2/33 Bn

DIV TROOPS.

CAV.

6 Aust Div Cav Regt
9 Aust Div Cav Regt

ARTY,

H.Q. 7 Aust Div Arty
2/4 Aust Fd Regt.
2/5 Aust Fd Regt..
2/6, Aust Fd Regt
2 Aust A/Tk Regt.

INFANTRY.

2/3 Aust Inf Bn

2/5 Aust Inf Bn
2/3 Aust HG Bn (Amended, S.D.C.)

ENGINEERS,

H.Q. 7 Aust Div Engineers
2/5 Pd Coy,
2/6 E'd Coy.
2/5 Fd Park Coy
2/2 Pioneer Bn.

SIGS.

7 Aust Div Sigs*

S. & T.

H.Q. 7 Aust Div AASC
7 Aust Div Pet Coy
7 Aust Div Amn Coy
3 Sup Pk 1 Aust Corps Amn Pk)
3 Aust Sup Personnel Sec )

as Div Sup Col.
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MEDICAL.

2/4 Aust Fd Amb
2/6 Aust I'd Amb
2/2 Aust i'd Hyg Sec

ORDNANCE

2/3 Aust A Fd i'//Shop
3 Corps Sec
6 Div Sec
1 Res Veh Sec
39 Aust LAD
66 Aust LAD

PRO

7 Aust Div Pro Coy

MISC

7 Aust Div Postal Unit
7 Aust Div Salvage Unit
7 Aust Div Mob Laundry
7 Aust Div Pd Cash Office
7 Aust Div Mob Bath Unit

ADDITIONAL TPS. UNDPR COMMAND.

Cheshire Yeo (Horsed)
Crreys
Staffs Yeo) Mech Kegt.

One Sqdn. Royals.

H.Q,. 57 Lt AA Regt.
170 Lt Aa Bty.
171 Lt AA Bty. (less one tp) - 8 Bofors Guns.
One Tp 2/1 Svy Regt R.A.A.

2/9 Aust i'd Coy,

57 Lt AA Regt Sig Sec
One Lt W/T Sec 1 Aust Ccpps Sigs.

57 Lt AA Regt RASC (less dets)
5 Res M.T. Coy.

)  Composite

12 Eofors Guns.

CAVALRY

R. A. C .

ARTY

ENGINEERS

SIGS.

& T.O
O,

14 Lt Id Amb

1 Cav Div Ord Pd Park (less Div sec)
57 Lt AA Regt W/shop Sec (less dets).
6 Cav Bde L..A.D.

MEDICAL

ORDNANCE

One Mob Vet Sec.VET

1 Aust A.I.L. Sec.

One Mobile Mot Unit.
MISC
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5 IND IFF BDE

HQ 5 IND INF BDE
5 IND INF BDE A/Tk COY.
5 IND INF BDE SIG SEC

1 ROYAL FUSILIER

3/1 PUNJAB
4/6 RaJ rip
1 Independent A/TK Troop.

ARTILLERY

vj

1 Pd Regt

ENG

18 Fd Coy S. & M.

MED

14 Ind Fd Amb

ORD

17 Mob W/Shop I.A.O.C.

POST

25 Ind A.P.O.

ADDITIONAL TPS UNDER COMMAND

ARTILLERY

12 (a) (vl)One Bty R.i-v.A. (for operation in para,
of Operation Order).,

One Tp 169 Lt AA Bty - 4 Bofors Guns
.’Under orders to join from Habforce),

One Tp 171 Lt AA Regt - 4 Bofors Guns.,

S. & T.

Det.- 57 Lt AA Regt RASC.

ORD.

Det. 57 Lt AA Regt W/Shop Sec.

FREE FRENCH DIVISION.

HQ Free French Div.

HQ Bde d'Orient and Sig Sec.

1 B.H. Bn

2 B.M. Bn

Foreign Legion
One Bt'' Arty (four 75 ram)
Transport Coy (sixty vehicles)
Ambulance Unit (10 Am,hs)
1 Tank Coy
1 A/T Coy
1 Company Marine Fusiliers
1 Company Colonial Inf (Mecli. )



FORCE TROOPS.

ARTY

5 Aust Hy AA Regt,

ENG

290 A, Tps. Coy.
660 Gen Constr Coy

SIGS

One D.R. Sec 1 Aust Corps Sigs,
H.Q. 1 Coy 13 Corps Sigs

59 Line Sec.

8 Line Maint Sec.

48 W/T Sec.
29 Ops. Sec.

& T.Q

25 A. Tank Bde Coy (129 Coy RASC - as Res M.T. Coy).
Det 2 Aust Hy AA Regt AASC Sec (for 5 Aust Hy AA Regt).

ORD

HQ 1 Cav Div W/Shops.
Sde Gp Sec 1 Cav Div -'/Shops,One



" AA 1"APPENDIXMOST SECRET. .

H.Q., BRITISH FORCES IN PALESTINE & TRANS-JORDAN,
OPERATION ORDER NO.7.

5th June 1941.

JERUSALEM.

Ref; Map: LEVANT It 500,000.

Operation - Exporter
(issued in confirmation of previous
verbal orniers and instructions).

INPORMTION.

It is necessary for allied forces to enter
SYRIA in order to prevent German occupation, and the
establishment of German air bases,

of aerodromes is of primary importance.
The occupation

2, The military forces available for the
operation are;-

7th Aust. Div. (less one Inf. Bd,e).
5 Ind. Inf. Bde. Group.
Composite Regt. Greys - Staffs Yeo. (Mech.)
Cheshire Yeo.
"C" Bn. S.S. Bde.

Free French Div.

Certain other artillerjA, engineer and
ancillary units.

The full order of battle is issued as
!f AAppendix

3. Air and naval assistance is being provided.

A British Proclamation regarding the entry of
A.llied Troops into SYRIA and a French Proclamation by
General CATEOUX are being issued at the appropriate time.
Further information on t^is subject is being issued
separately to all concerned.

Separate instructions are being issued on
political matters and on the policy to be adopted towards

a) The French in SYRIA,
b) The population of the country.

It must be very strongly impressed on all that the
attitude of the inhabitants, on which success largely
depends, will depend very greatly on the behaviour and
discipline of the allied troops.

Secrecy, surprise and swiftness must be the
kf’hote of operations.

4.

5.

6.
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INTSNTION.

Exporter Force will advance with the object
of securing control of Southern SYRIA, south of TRIPOLI,
in order to prevent its use by the Germans.

This operation will be divided into two main

7.

8.

phases" -

(a) Phas e I.

and BEYROUTH.
The capture of DAMASCUS, RAYAK

(^) Phase II. A further advance to PALMYRA,
HOMS and TRIPOLI. Instructions for Phase II

will be issued later.

MIETHOD.

Command. Exporter Force will be organised into three
groups as follows, each operating direct under orders
of H.Q., British Forces in P. & T-J.

(a) 7 Aust. Div. and attached tps, including
C" Bn. S-S. Bde,.

tl

(b) 5 Ind, Inf. Bde. Group,

(c) Free French Forces.

On completion of phase I, or at such other'
time as may be decided, H.Q. 1st Aust. Corps vdll take
over operational command of Exporter Force under orders
to be issued later.

10.

11. 7 Aust.Plv.

(a) Will advance by two main routes

(i) via ivi.STUILA - MSRDJAYOUK on RiiYAK.
via the Coast road on BEYROUTH.(ii)

(■b) The strength of forces by each route will
depend on the opposition encountered and the
amount of demolition which may have to be
carried out.

(c) 7 A’^-St. Div. will be responsible for
protection of its right flank except in so
far as this is secured by the advance of
the detafihment of 5 Ind. Inf. Bde. in
KUNSITPA.

(d) tf 0" Bn. 3.3. Bde. will be used for landings
on the coast, under orders of 7 Aust. Div.

(e) Zero hour, which is the time at which the
frontier is crossed, will be 0200 hours
D.l. day.

12. 5 Ind. Inf. Bde. Group.

(^) First Stage.
(i) will capture DERAA and establish there

a defensive flank against a hostile
advance from the East.

\
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Will capture TELL CH'ifflAB 341233 and prevent
the demolition of the railway bridge there.

?/ill cap-cure PIQ 215242 and advance to
EL AAJL 220245.

Will send a detachment to prevent demolition
of the railway bridge at NASSIS 262218.

Will employ such means at disposal to prevent
sabotage of the railway in the YARl'JOUK Gorg

Will capture KUNEITRA by an advance via
JISR BANAT YACOUB. For this purpose, 7 Aust.
Div. will place one Pd. Bty. at disposal of
5 Ind. Inf. Bde.

capture of KUNEITRA.

Second Stage.

Will capture SHEIKH ME3KINE 258249 and
establish a defensive flank at EZRAA 267252

agai-nst attack from the East.

Zero hour, which is the time at which the
frontier is crossed, will be 0200 hrs. D.l.
day.

One Independent A/T troop now with HAvBPORCE
has been ordered to move to IRBID.

arrival it will come under command 5 Ind.Inf.
Bde.

.ts
O

This may be withdrawn after

On

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(Vi)

(1^)

(t)

(d)

13. Free French Forces.

In view of the shortage of transport to carry
marching troops only, the following will take
part initially in the operation. The remain
of the Division will be held in readiness to

move fonvard by rail at a later date.

H.Q. Free French Divisioh.
One Infantry Bde. (three Bns.)
O'ne Hotorised Coy Fusiliers Marius.
One batterj^ (four guns.)
Det. of nine tanks.

A-ncillary troops, incl. special British
bus column of 100 - 20 seater buses.

Circassian Cavalry (about 300 strong)
Col, collet.

Tlie above force (less Col. Collet's Oav. )
will move as follows

(a)

(1:^)

(1) D - 1 day
' L’eaVe QaSTINA 1 •y r\r hours.w V.

TUI,K AW'LYTDA - wilhe;':.,maRoute: RAMI

JENIN - ZTRPI EhitAIT.

^rill NOT reach JENw^

and 3EISAN before 2100
columnThe head of

before 2000 ho C. h o
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The column will movc ai- 15 v.t.m. and will

not close up at halts.

Separate arrangements are being made to move
det. tanks by rail tc;.BEISAN,

(ii) D«1 day.

Head of column wilj leave BEISAN at 0600 hrs,

Route; JISR EL ME.'AMIS IRBID.

Arrive IRBID 0800 hrs.

(c) Close liaison will established between

H.Q. Free French Division and H.Q. 5 Ind.
Inf. Bde.

■ e

(d) The Free French Forces will advance from IRBID,
via DER/^iA and SHEIKH MESKINE, and be prepared
to pass through 5 Ind. Inf. Bde at 1000 hrs.
if the situation permits.
The timing of this advance is the responsibility
of Comd. Free French Div.
based on information received from 5 Ind.Inf. D .

(e) On passing through 5 Ind. In
Fd. Regt.
French Forces.

His decision will 1

Bde one bty 1
will be placed under command of Free

X •

(f) The Free French Forces
KISSOUE 197157 on DAMASCUS.

will then advance via

(s) Col. Collot's Cav.

(i) ?A11 move from BLISAN area at 2100 hrs .

D - 1 day to SAMAKH.

(ii) 'fill be prepared to move forward from
■•St light D 1, when

through det. 5 Ind. Inf.
Bde. and advance via DJOU KHADAC

Its

SAMAKH to FIQ at
it v/ill

f)50259. subseQUent operations wil l
ordered Ij H.Q, Free French Div.be

14. D.l day v/ill be corumvnicated separately to
f o rmat i on commi rad e rs .

15. A.A.

(a) The (■ -■ t•: j Lion of
Bho\ in hoV X-

Light A.A. Regt, -• p
'■ P A - ■1w. ^ .

(b) 5 Aue‘. . Heavy A,A, B''u-
pro Vi I, e A. 7. , dc“
aerod-one. i\; ■
move x~-?¥/ard fo
SYRIA ; n accn’.vr.nc? ■ ,•
opera, on.

C-. • ,

will
-t and LYDDA

nitially

in readin'"!
c.e:’ouromjs

p:.''ogross I '

' 'I'
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16. Royal Navy,

(a) Is arranging to cover the landing of ”0"
S.ij. Bde. and to prevent interference hy
hostile naval forces,

(h) Any further assistance will he asked for hy
Comd, 7 Aust. Div. through the Naval Liaison
Officer attached to this Headquarters.

Bn.

17. R.A.P.

(a) One flight 208 A/C Squadron Hurricanes is
placed under control of 7 Aust. Div.

Further cooperation hy fighters and homhers
will he asked for through A.1.1. Sec. with
H.Q. 7 Aust. Div. and through R.A.F. Liaison
Officer with 5 Jnd. Inf. Bde. (subsequently
with Free French Div.)

A separate instruction giving further
details concerning R
he issued. This will include the question
of tactical recce on front of 5 Ind. Inf.
Bde. and Free Frenc|i.

ne R.A.F. '

Aust. Div.

will he with H.Q. 5 ind. Inf. Bde. until
Free French forces pass through, when he will
join H.Q. Free French Div.

.A.F. cooperation will

liaison officer will he at H.Q.
One R.A.F. liaison officer

(t)

(c)

(d)

ADI/IINISTRATIVK.

18. Administrative instructions are issued
separately.

IHTfiRCOMiUNI CATION.

19. Force H.Q, (H.Q., B.F. in P. & T-J.) remains
at Jerusalem.

20. Adv. Report Centre, Force H.Q. will he
established at NAZARETH (CASANOVA) hy 1800 hrs. D  - 1.

All messages for Force H.Q. from formations of
Exporter Force will he sent to Adv. Report Centre.

Tireless silence within Exporter Force will he
observed until the frontier is crossed,
will he no restriction on the use of wireless.

R.A.F. Tenders are allotted as follows

H.Q. 7 Aust. Div. (control).
H.Q. .21 Aust.
H.Q.25 Aust. ,

21.

22.

Thereafter the

23.

Inf. Bde (listening).
Inf. Bde (listening).

re

24. The Naval Liaison Officer will have direct
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in C. Mediter-Y//T communication from NAZARETH with C-
ranean and Naval Forces cooperating.

acknowledge (By Signal).

(Signed) D.P, McConnell,
Brigadier,
General staff.

issued thro' Sigs
Time of Signature 2C00 hrs.

• 9
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MOST SECR:E.T 

Reference:­
PTJ/114/1O. 

HEADQUARTERS, ROYAL AIR FORCE 
PAL:E.STINE & TRANS-JORDAN

OPERATION INSTRUCTION NO. 43 
OF 1941. 

APPI!. DIX "A. 2". 

Copy No. 23. 

3.6.41. 

A Military force w£11 shortly carry out operations 
in Syrian territory. In addition to one flight of Army 
Co-operation aircraft, which will operate under the control 
of Force Headquarters in the Field, all available bombers and 
fighter aircraft in this Command will be operating in 
co-operation with the land operations, In addition to the 
provision of strategicaly reconnaissance and strategical 
'ombing such immediate assistance to our land for--es bv air 
action withih the ceneral zone of land operations Vas i� 
possible with the air resources available will be provided, 

2, The two rorms of air support for the immediate 
assistance of the land forces are:-

(i) Direct Support,

The isolation of tte battle field b air forces.
By this is implied the use of air forces against
objectives some distance from our own troops to
prever,t reinforcements, supplies, etc. arriving
in time in the battle area.

(ii) Close support •.

The intervention of air forces in the battle field
itself. By this is implied the use of air forces
to overcome opposition which is hindering, or may
hinae�, an advance of our troops on the ground.

3. Direct support, if available, can be applied by this
Headquarters in co-operation with H.Q., P. & T.J. as a
result of air reconnaissance or other information. Close
support, however, will genera ly have to be indicated by our
own forward troops, and if applied, should be controlled by
the Commander in the Field, as this for!l' of support demands a
close liaison between the R,A.F. and the Army Commander
concerned.

4. Should aircraft be used in close support, such aircraft
will, if practicable, be decentralised under the control of an
air liaison section attached to the Commander in the Field.
In ttis event it will be necrssar_, to operate such aircraft
from advanced landing grounds to facilitate close personal
liaison between the air liaison section and the pilots· er,�p 1.� . .

on this role.

5, In order to provide the necessary liaison, if close air. 
support becomes nec,·ssary and practicable, an air li.aison 
section consisting of Wing Commander F.D. Cater, in charge, aw1 
�/Ldr. J.R. Gordon-Finlayson, fi,S.o. together with the 
necessary_inter-communication facilities, will be attached to 
the Army Headquarters in the Field. 



/
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The role of this section will he to advise the Army
Commander in the Field on all air matters, particularly in

mat+'ers of air support in the operational zone which miscst he
considered in the ii£:ht oC the nature of the targets and the
type and number of aircraft available to deal v/ith such

targets.

6.

To facilitate the application of general air support
in the zone of land operations It is necessary at all times

to lay down a limiting line, or limiting lines, to preclude
the possibility of our own ground forces being attacked.
This line, or these lines, should be laid down and changed in
accordance with the ground situation by the Force Headquarters
in the Field and notified to this Headquarters. These lines

to be knovm as "Bombing lines".

Any requests for air support from aircraft under the
control of thid Headquarters should contain the follo?^ing
information:-

7.

8.

(i) Exact location of the target,

(il) Nature of the targe'^.

(ill) Any time limit after ivhich bombing is
noi to take place,

(iv) Any change in the bombing line or lines
previously no-i-lfled. If no change,
this shbuld be stated.

Speed is essential in passing back requests for
air support. A direct Wireless llni^ is being provided
bet’ween the air liaison section and this neadquarters for

this Purpose,
control of the air liaison section operating from an
advanced landing ground, the provision of a telephone link
from the air liaison section to the A.L.G. will be necessary
and is the responsibility of the Royal Corps of Signals.

10. When practicable the advanced landing ground used by
the Army Co-operation aircraft will be used, thus affording
additional facilities for liaison with the bomber pilots.

The air liaison section should, however. Inform this Head

quarters of any suitable landing ground for this purpose in the
operational area throughout the progress of the groumd forces.
The necessary Signals Instructions affecting the air liaison
section will be issued under separate cover,

11. The section will be mobile and attached to Force
Headquarters in the Field for rations.

9.

Should alrcraf'" be decentralised under the

(Signed):- S.D. CULLEY,

Group Captain, Comm.anding,
Ro^al Air E’orce in

Pales tin 3 & Trans-Jordan.
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DISTRIBUTION.
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APPENDIX "A. S".
MOST SECRET

Headquarters, Royal Air Force,
Palestine & Trans-Jordan.

50,OPPHATION INSTRUCTION, N_0-!.

18.Copy No.

6th. June, 1941.Date;-

INFORMATION.

Enemy Forces.

forces
1  A comhined operation as het?;een military grouno.
ln& the Royal Air pSroe will ohcrtly he
lyrla with the ultimate object ot Phey?“«"8fhe use 

o. .hat

ro“Si^nftrtr:;ehtirnil,Srcrra:: 5fceSfly'’S n placein'the Syrian Desert and Irai^ and which, to a large extent,

; £i\rfa?ri?E^afiy^iirLrcer??;r^^“Solntrated in Syria for use against our forces.
Recent information indicates that reinforcements

air raft, both axis and French, have arrived in Syria, the
latter having come from F’rench Morocco. Also, it may ̂
LpecLnhaf certain axis forces parMuularly tech,
personnel, have arrived in Syria both by sea and b, 

air.

of
2.

cal

A number of Syrian aerodromes have been taken over

^-Jfom^roIcS-iear^L^feLrMnorc^errj^rS^^^^
Snts^^Svri^wl^f consist o^ both fighters and bombers but
from all indications French reinforcements consist entirel/ of

3.

fighters.

The question of the srpply of these axis and I'rmich
air forces is undoubtedly a serious one, particularly 

in

respect ef petrol as an aviation petrol required by them im st
be brought into Syria from outside sources, i.e, hy 

sea or a .
from axis sources in Europe, or by rail through Turkey,
aviation petrol is manufactured in either oyria or
items of material would also prove difficult .
air forces, particularly bombs and explosives which ma,,- be
expected to be peculiar to the aircraft of t^-e various 

nat.,.,
operating.

4.

No

0 th <'■
X U./

Political.
not,The attitude of the French forces in Syria 1 ^ ^

vet been clarified, hut there is little aouDt that
higher’authorities In Syria arereceived from the Vichy Government which, in turn, is
SlnStely committed d a policy of close oo-operatior w.
the Axis. Further, the recent relnforcemeng of r^en^.^aircraft, particularly fighters, ®«8gest tea the pe oon
operating these fighters have been specially selec..,.^beinc^ willing to carry out the oraers of t; e Vichy tovex^ e..e
and -0 will opoose any activity by our forces in at

Q  Thpre is howvvvcr, 3. fairly large l^ody O- o-.- ^

E?ench forces in’Syria, particularly tbo Air Force, agoinsc

nas
5.
as

in
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this close co-operation policy of the Vichy Government with

the Axis, and whilst this body may, to a larre extent he
neutralised hv certain measures of the Syrian authorities,
there is a potential possibility of the personnel concerned
refusing to help the Axis-Vichy forces or even taking steps
to aid our forces.

Our Own Forces>

6, The military forces to be employed, will be not
inconsiderable and' it is anticipated, will press into^Syria
along several lines of communication. These lines will be
largely governed by roads, as our ground forces
mechanised to a considerable degree. Details of these forces
will be made available to the stations and units who are_^
particularly concerned by the attached Air Intelligence Liaison
Sections.

T' e air forces available in Palestine for the operation
consists of the following:-

3 R.A.F. (Fighter) Squadron.
No. 11 Bomber SquBdron.
No. 80 Fighter Squadron,
t'o. 208 A.C. Squadron,

7.

No.

ill be dispersed at various aerodromes
and landing grounds in Palestine, Trans-Jordan and C^'prus,
according to their particular functions, the air defence of ^
Palestine, suitability of aerodromes and maintenance facilities.

9, Over and above the operations in Syria, there is a

constant commitment for the air defence of Palestine, and par
ticularly of the Haifa district, which will necessitate the
allocation of certain fighter aircraft ■or this purpose.

These air forces w8.

If the necessity arises, and committments in other
the Kiddle

.  or
reinforcements fro

10.
theatres of operations permit,
hast Command rcio-j be expected, of fighter or bomber units,
both.

Air Intelligence Liaison Sections.

11. An Air Intelligence Section has fceen provided by^the
military authorities for the following units and forn'ations:-

(a) R.A.F. Station Aqir.

(b) 208 Squadron Detachment operating with Force li.Q.
in the Field,

(c) H.O. R.A.F. P. t T.J.

INTLr'TION.

To give air support to the military forces and prevent
attacks by enemy aircraft on Palestine.
12.
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EXECUTION.

Application of Intention.

In order to

action may fee necessary:-

(a) To provide army co-operation
the ground forces,

(h) To attack strategic targets in Syria by
bombing.

(c) To provide strategic reconnaissance of enemy
forces and bases in Syria.

implement the intention the followi13.

aircraft for

ng

(d) To provide direct and close support by bomber
aircraft to the military forces,

(e) In emergency, to provide fighter aircraft for
fleeting targets of eneniy ground forces,

forces

attack on

from attacking our(f) To prevent enemy air ^ ^ ^ 4-
on the ground or important targets inforces

Palestine and Trans-Jordan.

Orders and Instructions.

and Instructions in amplifica+:ion14 Beta..led orders
of this instruotlon will He Issued by this Headquarters 

ro
and units concerned by signal in accordL,nce with ti*e

ed in this xTeadquarters Standing Operations
stations

procedure outli^i
Instruction No, 1 of 1941.

Squadron,No. 3 h.

.j Tom,ahav/k aircraft of this Squadron
liydda and will be employed for the attack

in accordance with instructions

A 11 available15.

are to be based at
of certain special targets
from this Headquarters.

No. 208 Squadron.

will be at Gaza but it16, This unit's permanent base
is to provide the folloT^lng detachments

completely mobile flight consisting of 4
snort range Hurricanes with necessary personnel
and M.T.. to operate in the first instance from
Haifa aerodrome. The function of this Plight will be
close co-operation with tte mdlitary forces,
Plight will be placed iindor the control of Force H.b.
in the P’ield,

(a) One

Hurricanes with necessar- personnel to
The(h) 3 long range .

operate in the first instance from Aqir.
function of this flight will be strategical
reconnaisaance of oyria under orders ol this
Headquarters,
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Ko, 11 Bomloer Squadron.

17. All available Mk IV Blenheim aircraft with necessary
personnel are to be based at Aqir. The function of this unit
wSrSe to act as a striking force in the attack on Btrategic

in Syria and to afford direct and close support to thetargets
military forces if required.

No. 80 Fighter Squadron.

unit will be based at Aqir and is to supply
the following detachments:-

(a) One Plight of 4 Hurricane aircraft, with necessary
personnel at Nicosia in Cyprus. The function of
this flight will be to provide air defence of that
island.

This18,

(b) One flight of 6 Hurricanes, with necessary personnel,
at Haifa. The function of this flight will ’-e to:-

(l) Provide air defence of Haifa district
and Palestine,

(ii) Provide lighter protection against
enemy aircraft over our military forces,

(ill) Attack fleetin. targets of enemy ground
forces.

of the remainder of the Squadron v/ill beThe function

(a) Provide defence against enemy_
aerodromes and other targets in Palestine.

air attack of

Haifa detachment.(b) Act as reserve to the

Allotment of Striking Force for direct and close s^PPO,f_t__oX
m.ilitary forces.

situation a small19. Subject to the exigencies of the
force of a maximum of 4 Mk. IV Blenheims of Ho. 11 Bomber

Squadron may be allotted from day to day for employment in
providing direct and close support to our ground forces.
Such aircraft, if allotted, will operate from an advanced
landing ground in the Worth of Palestine under special
Instructions to bo Issued by this Headquarters, Any such^
allotment will, however, be purely for a period not exceeding

to return each da;/ today and such allotted aircraft areone

their base at Aqir,

Direct and Close Support to Military Forces.

the meet careful preparatl^.-This f'orm of action requires
and liaison and for this purpose an Air Liaison Section
consisting of the following has been attached to tbe staff of
the Force Commander :,n the field

20.

W/Cdr. F.G. Gator,
S/Ldr, d.R, Gordon FirJayson,
R.A.F, O.R. personnel

D.S.O.

together viri''"'h inter-
communn c?+‘ion facilities.
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21.

employed Is contained in this
Instruction No. 4b of 1941, i
this Operations Instruction as Appendix

Air Intelligence Liaison Sectionj,

The method by which this form of action will be
eadquarters Operations

copy of "hich is attached to
A” .

ir

22, ̂ The sections allotted to R.A.F. Station, Aqir and
to H.Q. P. a T.J, are to function in the respective Operations
Rooms in close co-operation with the R.A.P’. '’'Operations
Ofiicer and R.A.P. ''Intelligence" officer* All Interrogation
and briefing of pilots is to take place in the Operations Room
of the station concerned and all reports or instructions are
to be made from or received by the respective Operations Room
only.

23. In the event of a detachment of No. 11 Squadron being
decentralised to operate from an A.L.G., one Squadron A.I.L.O.
is to proceed to the A.L.G-.

U

ADMINISTRATION,

24* The Staff Officer i/c Administration, H.Q., P, & T.J.
is to arrange for any requirements by units concerned in the
operations to be met with the utmost despatch, and urgent
items of equipment being collected by air from maintenance
units in Egypt, making use of the Valentia aircraft
attached to the Communication Plight at Lydda, but in each
instance obtaining the authority of the S.A.S.O.
of this aircraft.

now

for the use

2

Officers com.manding the stations
administrative arrangements necessary for the reception and
accommodation 0‘ aircraft a d personnel and for the (operation
of the aircraft. Any diffioJhties from the administrative
aspect are to be referred immediately to the Staff Officer i/c
Administ - r,ion at this Headquarters.

25, are to make all

Petrol, Oil and Explosives Supplies.

It^ls essential that the greatest care should be
observed in m.aintalnlng stocks of the'se particular items at
the aerodromes and lanciing grounds which are allocated for use
in the operations or which may be brought into use as the
operations develop,
maintenance, or the installation of such stocks are to be
issued by t e Staff Officer i/c Administration, H.Q. P. & T.J.
and to enable him to do this, he is to issue such Instructions
to Station Commanders as may be necessary in keeping him fp-lly
informed of their position.

26.

Instructions for replenishments and

27.

the aerodromes or landin
The following stocks are to be maintained specifically at

grounds noted:-

(a) HAIFA.

Petrol D.T.D

100 0

o’’ A. net less than 3,000 gallons,
not less than 10,000 gallons.:.ane
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D.T.D. 109 - not less than 200 gallons,
D.T.D. 472 B (Aerohall 100) - not less

than 500 gallons.

-  Not less than 100,000 rounds mixed
as required for Hurricanes.

Oil

S, A. A.

(h) AMhAN.

D.T.D. 230 - Not less than 50,000 gallons.
100 Octane - Not less than 2,000 gallons.

D.T.D. 109 - Not less than 500 gallons.
D.T.D. 472 B (Aeroball 100) - Not less

than 200 gallons,

.  Not less than 1000,000 rounds mixed
as rSquired for Hurricanes,

Petrol

Oil

S.A.A.

INTER-COMMUNTg'ATION.

Signals,

28. H.Q., P. & T.J. Signals Instruction No, 1 of 1941
is to he CO mplied with in respect of all communications
generally.

29. H.Q., P. & T.J. Signals Instruction No. 2 of 1941
specifies the signals organisation specially arranged for the
Air Liaison Section attached to Force H.Q. in the Field, and

has been distributed to those concerned.

Reports.-

By telephone in the first instance to Operations Room,
H.Q.,. P. o: T.J., except for No. 208 Squadron A.C. Dotactment
working with the Force H.Q. in the Field. Detailed reports
are to follow on the appropriate Bombing, Combat and Reconnalss
ance Report forms.

30.

ACKNOWLEDGE.31.

(Signed);- S.D. CULLEY,

Group Captain,
Senior Air Staff Officer,

Issued By .
at

on

DISTRIBUTION;-
Copy No.

10

11 &

Copy No.

O.C., R.A.P. Station, Aqlr. i C.S.O, H.Q. P. & T.J.
O.C., R.A.P. Station, Lydda. 2 H.Q. B.F. P. & T.J.
O.C. R.A.F. Station, Haifa. 3 (2) (1 for Force in
O.C.,, R.A.P. Station, Gaza. 4 Field)
O.C.., No. 208 Squadron. 5 H.Q,. R.A.F. M.E,
O.C.., No. 11 Squadron. 6 Ops. Room
O.C., No, 80 Squadron, 7 War Diary
O.C.,,. No, 3 R.A.A.P. Squadron, 8 Pile PTJ/115/0np
S.O.A. H.Q., R.A.F. P. & T.J. 9 PTj/ll4Ai/t)ps. 22-29 less
W/Cdr, Cator - 27, S/Ldr. Rolfe - 20, O.C. Amman with Ops. Inst.
No. 55 - 19, O.C. "X" FcFoe - 21.

12

13

14

15 & 16
18
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MOST SECRET

LOCATION STATETffiOT OP R.A.P. UNITS AS THEY BECA^ffi OPERATIONALLY AVAILABLE APPE^IDIX ''B

Base landing grovind. Operational landing grcpnd.Squadron,Date.

8/6/41 3 R,A.A,P. Lydda
Aqir
Haifa

Gaza

Lydda
Aqir.
Ramat David and Cyprus.
1 Plight Haifa (Hurricanes).
1 Plight H,4 (Lysanders),
Mafraq.

11 (B) Squadron.
80 (P) Sqiiadron,
208 (AC} Squadron.

"X" Plight. Amman

/ "■

22/6/41 3 R.A.A.P.
11 (B) Squadron.
80 (P) Squadron.
45 (B) Squadron
208 i^C) Squadron

Muqeibila
Aqir.
Ramat David and Cyprus.
Aqir.
1 Plight Ramleh (Hurricanes)
1 Pli^t R'osh Pina (Hurricanes)
r Plight H.4 (Lysanders)

Muaeibila
Aqir
Haifa
Aqir
Ramleh

X" Plight H.4Amman

27/6/41 & R.A.A.P.
11 (B) Squadron.
80 (P) Squadron
45 (B) Squadron
208 (AC) Squadron

Muqeibila
Aqir
Haifa
Aqir
Ramleh

Muqelbila.
Aqir.
Ranat David and Cyprxis.
A-^ir.
1 Pll<xht Ramleh (Hurricanes)
1 Plight Rbsh Pina (Hurricanes)
r Plight H.4 (Lysanders)

Ramat David,
H.4”X" Plight

806/803 Squadron
Amman

Lydda

10/7/41 3 R.A.P,
11 (B) Squadron
80 (P) Squadron
45 (B) Squadron
208 (AC) Squadron

Rosh Pina and Damascus.
Aqir
Ramat David.
Muqeibila
1 Pli^t Ramleh (Hurricanes)
1 Plight Rosh Pina (Hurricanes).

Rosh Pina
Aqir
Haifa

Aqir
Ramleh
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Ca “

MQ3T

Date, Squadron. Base landing ground. Operational landing gro'uid.

10/7/41 208 (AC) Squadron
260/450 Squadron
X*' Plight
806/803 Sqixadron

fl

Ramleh.
Amman

Ammam

Lyd^a

1 Plight' Palmyra (Lysanders)
Damascus.

Palroyra.
Ramat David.



MOST SECRET.

APPENDIX "C”.

DISPOSITION OP VICHY AIR PORCES AT COI.P'IENCEMENT
OP OPERATIONS.

Base
im. NO.

RAYAK Dewoitine 520 25

Potez 65. 14Note; -

S’oW of these
may be dispersed
from time to time
at Estabel or
Talia.

Glenn Martin 13

Potez 63 10

Morane 406 12

Glenn Martin 167 13

Bloch 200 6

DAMASCUS Potez 63 10

PA LI.^YRA. Potez 25 3

ALEPPO Morane 406 5

TRIPOLI

Seaplane Base,
Loire 130 5



''D"8'RCRFT. *APFEFDI7

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OP BOMB RAIDS ON SYRIAN TARGETS,

8.6.41 - 11.7.41.
No, of

a/ c Result,Target.0.0.June. Squadron,

Damaged a/c and
runways,
Missed.

11 Bombs in Target
Area large fire.

Damascus L.G.3 Blen.0622 11

S.V.C.Beirut,3 Blen,111440

do.3 Blen.111840

10th

Bombs dropped on '
runway and hangars.

Among buildings.

Aleppo L.G.931 Blpn,110228

dododo110235

Bombs burst near

hangars,
Palmyra L.G,3 Blen.111830

Runways damaged.2
Fires among build
ings on Northern
side of L.G .
Seve'ral direct

hits.

11th

Aleppo L.G.2 Blen.110330

12th.

Gun Positions Target unlocated.
Bombs dropped on
n'earby troops and'
M.T. All o-vershot.

4|- miles N of
Kiswe.

3 Blen.111310

Bombs burst 1 mile
south of Kiswe to
W of road.

Gun Positions
2 miles S of

Kiswe,

3 Blen,111335

13 th

Large fires started
visible 30 miles

away.
Bombs fell in tar

get area.No results
seen.

Bombs fell on vill

age, fires obser wL

AADLIYE

Village.
1 Blen.111440

NAHJA '

Village,
1 Blen.111440

HIRJILLE1 Blen.111440

14 th.

1 a/c burnt out,
several severely
damaged,tarmac
darra ged, a'll boT±) n
on target.
2 a/c destroyed,
runways damaged,
fires seen*

Aleppo L.G.11 3 Blen0857

Alenpo L.C-r.3 Blen.84UnknoYm
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No of

a/cJ-gne Squadron Target, Result,

16 th

0020 11 1 Blen, Rayak L.G, Diagonal stick across
main run?/ay.

Fires in buildings near
Railway, 1 x 250 on
runway. Terrific explos
ions N,E, end of LIG,

0^30 11 1 Blen, Rayak L.G,

1247 11 2 Blen. Merchant ship at
sea.

1 direct hit on bows.

17th,

0450 11 1 Blen, a/c in north corner of
L.G. hit by end''of stick.
No results seen.

Homs L,G,

1230 11 3 Blen, Here Dere Bridge. Bombs missed.

^th.

1528 11 1 Blen, Soueida Port. Bombs Just missed.

Here Dere Bridge. Bombs 'Jxist short of
bridge.

1630 11 3 Blen,

1653 11 1 Blen. Troops 192168

Qatana Village.

Some bombs on target.

Buildings N'.'E, corner of
village hit. No results
seen.

1657 11 1 Blen,

19 th,

0718 11 1 Blen, ■■^atana Village. 5 bombs on village

Destroyer Beirut All overshot.
Harbour,

1255 11 3 Blen,

20 th

0825 11 3 Blen, M.T, near Beter
village.
M.T, on Damascus
to Zahle road.

20 M,T. destroyed. Road
hit.
Bombs' on road and in a
gorge.

1825 11 4 Blm .

21st

1605 11 3 Blen. M.T. Damp.scUs to
Beirut road.

Bombs among dispersed
M.T.

22nd

094 0 11 2 Blen, Destroyer in Beir- 1 direct hit near stern.,
ut Harbour.
Destroyer in Beir- Direct hit on Tanker

Pegasus".ut Harbour. II

1520 11 4 Blen,

23 rd
1435 45 1 Blen, Soueida Port. Bombs jettisoned in sea,



No. of

a/oJime Sq^jadron Target. Results

24th

0615 11 3 Blen, Rayak rail' sidings Rail sidings hit.Buildr
Ings south''of stores
demolished.

and stores.

1210 45 3 Blen. Soueida Citadel
and fort,

3 Blen. Soueida Citadel
and Port.

All overshot.

1692 45 1 direct hit on' Cita(M

No results seen^

Target believed hit.
1645 45 1 Blen. Soueida Citadel

and Port.

25th

1820 11 2 Blen. 2 Heavy gun
batteries near
DIMAS.

All overshot.

26th

^806 11 4 Blen# Tel Kalakh Dumf Direct hits on railway
line. Northe'm half of
Dump gutted.

Bombs among aerodrome
buildings and defences.

0545 Mosul 3 Blen, Deir-ez-Zor

27th

1530 45 4 Blen. Gun batteries
178183

TJhlOcated, Overshot

M.T. 300 yards.

Bombs among M.T.
1708 - kl 9 Blen. Ditto
10

28th
4 •

1012 45 5 Blen. Barracks Palmyra,

4 Blen. Stores Palmyra

Overshot.

11 1 X 250 direct hit

buildings S.E.corner,
stick across target. ''
Large fires and smokec

4 ”

Sidings hit. Bombs on
buildings in triangle
formed by railway and
road.

Stick straddled sidings

1617 11 3 Blen. Railway sidings '
and hangar Rayak.

1619 45 3 Blen. Railway Siding
Rayak.

29th.

0815 45 5 Blen. Palmyra stores.

Palmyra barracks.

Overshot.

0955 45 5 Blen. Incetidiarles on build

ings.
4 •

1800 11 4 Blen. General Dentz*s
House Beirut.

12 direct hits.
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No of

a/o Result,Squadron. Target,J-une

30 th

0816 45 7 Blen. Barracks and stores

Palmyra,

0829 -30 45 3 Blen, Some 40 lbs hit

southern corner of

stores,
2 X 250 lb. Inside

building'"N corner of
barracks.

Stores 'and Barracks

Palmyra.

Port and Cite1550 1 direct hit Cit^
Mllitaire, 1 direct

hit White Buildings NE.

45 3 Blen,

July.

0818 45 10 Blen, Barracks and stores
Palmyra,

8 direct hits barra'cks.
1 direct hit stores.

Smalle'r bombs on each

target.

j-JOO 45 3 Blen, Port and Cite*
Militaire Souelda,

Some direb't hits Cite

Militaire,

2nd,

0855

0920

45 4 Blen, Port and Cite
Militaire Souaida

1 stick direct hit on

each target.

3rd
4 ■

1419 11 2 Blen, Light cruiser Chekka
Bay,

Overshot,

4th
/

50 6 Blen, a/c 'on L.G-. west of
Hama,

5 Blen, Merchant ship
Tripoli harbour,

45 1 Glen Martin destroyed.
1 Glen Martin damaged.

0825 11

5th

0930 45 12 Blen, Chateau and Copse
Beit ed Dine.

12 Blen, Chateau and Copse
Beit ed Dine.

Northern corner of

Chateau hit.

"451600 1 stick' direct hit
Chateau. 1 stick direct

hit Copse. Bombs
straddled villag

6 th

1030 45 5 Blen. Bridge Jisrel Cadi

6 Blen, Bridge Jisrel Cadi and Orange groves "p'last-
Orange grove east of
nrnno-or,

3 Blen. Buildings &''Woods N.
edge Damour,

ered'' with bombs.

hoiubcs dyoppe'd in
target area.

1539 45

45
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No.of

July, Squadron, a/o Target. Resuit.

7th

1211 45 4 Blen, Chateau and copse
Beit ed Dine,

Near misses.
30

1628 45 4 Blen. ditto Direct hits on chateau.

1628 45 3 Blen, Bridge at Nahr-ea-
Safa,

8th

P. P. 12961998/12971998

Bridge 14692015.

Pin point 12722073 B

45 4 Blen, No result.

1433 V 45 4 Blen,

1645 45 4 Blen, ombs between radio mast

and road, starting small
fire.

1800 11 1 Blen, Railway sidings,
Tripoli,

Tanker Tripoli
Harbour,

ieoo 11 2 Blen.

1801 11 3 Blen, Warehouses Tripoli. Two direct hits on two

large warehouses eastern
shore of northern jetty.

9 th

0715 11 3 Blen, Railwgy sidings
Rayak.

1 Blen, Dumps Hammana

Undershot and overshot.

1206 45
Bonbs straddled dumps.

1500 45 8 Blen. Dump east of El
Barouk.

45 10 Blen. Dirnnps near ZAHLE.

10th.

0903 11 4 Blen, Dump at Tel Kelakh. Bombs straddled village.

Direct hits causing
explosions,

1. 2 marquees or bldgs,
destroyed, 1 raarqiiee or
bldg, set on fire.

2, Two hits on road.

1055 45 12 Blen, Dumps Hammana

1.1657 11 8 Blen. l.Carap 2 miles 8,Rr
Talia.

a.l70G 11 2.!//T''1 mile N.E.
Zahle,

3,Road 5 miles W,
Zahle.

do.

3.1704 11 do. 3. 1 lorry destroyed.

41710 11 4,Road and railway
I- mile S.Hammana.

do. 4, Direct hits on road.

1707 45 3 Blen, Road block near Beit 3 sticks each side of
el Ramel. road.
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No,of

July, Squadron. a/o

11th.

/ *

Re suit,Target,

3 Blen, Port k Cite Militaire
S oue Ida,

Direct hit NcVJc

comer of' buildir^c
200 yds S,W, Cite'
Mllltaire hit.

110730

11th

6 G'un emp'lacements
2 miles S,W, of

Tel Kelakh.

1 Blen.111530

4 r^T 20 miles N.
Tripoli.

Stores building
Rayak.

2 Blen,111540

1 direct hit stores-c

1 direct hit roa'd and

railway crossingo

11 3 Blen,1540



APPTilWDIX "E^' (1)

PIGIiTER OPERATIONS.
8th June 1941 to 11th July 1941.

Duty.No. of '

Sorties ♦
Type of
ai rcraft,

Squadron.Date •

Ground attack, Rayak.

Ground attack, Rayak.

Bomber escort.

48/6 Hurricanes80

3Tomahawks8/6 3

38/6 Hurricanes80

It114Tomahawks8/6 3

Fleet protection.

Sweeps - forward troops.

2Hurricanes808/6

7Gladiators8/6 Pit.

Troop protection,
Sanamein area.

Fleet escort S.?/,Beyrouth,

t •

7Gladiators^ 9/6 "X” Pit,

3Hurricanes9/6 80

ttu
3Hurricanes9/6 80

IfItItn
3Hurricanes9/6 80

11 ItIt11
14Hurricane s9/6 80

IIItIIII
5Tomahawksa0;46 5

■ )

3 Cyprus.9/6 Hurricanes80

Fleet escort Haifa-Beirut12Hurricanes10/6

10/6

10/6

10/6

10/6

80

IIntiit
12Tomahawks3

E/a Haifa-Tel Aviv,1Hurricanes80

IIti II ti
2Tomahawks3

Troop protection S,Damas
cus .

9Gladiators"X" Pit.

Fleet protection.12Hurricanes11/6

11/6

11/6

80

IIti
16Tomahawks3

Troop protection S,Damas
cus , _____ .

6Gladiators"X” Fit.

Fleet protection.17Hurricanes12/6

12/6

12/6

80

IIIt
5Tomahawks3

Close support troops
Kissoue area.

Close support troop
protection.

Troop protection.

/ ̂

4Tomahawks3

2Hurricanes12/6 80

12Gladiators12/6 "X" Pit.
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Duty.Squadron, NO, of ‘
sorties.

dype or
aircraft.

Date,

13/6

13/6

13/6

13/6

13/6

Fleet protection.3 Tomahawks 8

Blenheim escort.80 Hurricanes 2
f **

Fleet protection.80 13Hurricanes

Tomahawks 9 -do-3

"X" Fit, 11 Troop protection
Ki3so\3e area.

Gladia tors

14/6

14/6

14/6

14/6

3 Fleet protection.80 Hurricanes

80 Hurricanes 1 -do-

''X'* Fit, Gladiators 1 Drop photos Sanamein,

"X" Fit. Gladiators 9 Troop protection.

15/6 3 7Tomahawks Attack armoured cars

and trucks at Ezraa,

^5/6 80 Hurricanes 6 Intercept bomber attack
on Fleet,

15/6 80 Hurricanes 12 Troop protection, ''
Jezzlne-Salda area.

15/6 3 Tomahawks 23 Troop protection,
Kissoue a rea.

Intercept e/a over Haifa

Troop protection,
Kissoue area.

15/6

15/6

80 1Hurricane s

"X” Pit. Gladiators, 16

16/6

16/6

80 Hurricanes 1

Attack I/t Kuheitra-
Damascus road.

3 Tomahawks 5

16/6 3 Tomahawks 3 Ground attack A.F.V’s

S.E. Kuneitra.

17/6 Gro\md attack i/t
Kuneit ra,

Local protect ion''and
Fleet protection.

3 Tomahawks 3

17/6 80 Hurricanes 8

18/6 3 Tomahawks 6 Patrdl Saida-Jezzlne

road.

18/6 3 Tomahawks 7 Escort Blenheims S,of

Damascus.

18/6

18/6

i(X" Pit, Gladia tors 5 Troop protection.
i "■

If X” Pit, Gladiators. 6 Escort Blehlieimc at ■
ing Sue Ida.

18/6 80 Hurricanes 4 Offensive pa''trol for
reported e/a,



rZ

Duty,No„of ■

sortles,
Type '->f '
aircraft.

Squadron,Date. .*• -

fleet protection,19/6

19/6

Tomahawks 63

Escort for Bl-enhelms
on leaflet raid.

5Tomahawks3

Troop protection and
escort Blenheims' Q.atara

Fleet protection.

Escort Blenheims raid

on Vichy destroyer.

19/6

19/6

19/6

6X” Pit. Gladla tors

6Hurricanes80

680 Hurricane s

/ '

19/6 1 Local defence.00 Hurricane s

20/e Troop protection/
Damascus vicinity.

"X” Pit, Gladiators 5

20/6

_  20/6

5 Fleet protection.80 Hurricanes

Hurricanes Escort Blenheims raid

ing Damiascus “Beyrouth
road.
Local defence.

80 5

20/6

20/6

20/6

80 Hurricanes 3

Fleet protection,

M/t concentration
Dama s ous "-Beyrouth road,

3 Tomahawks 5

3 Tomahawks 8

21/6

21/6

21/6

80 Hurricane s 6 Fleet protection

3 T cmahav/ks -ac-

M/T on Damascus-Bey
routh. ■■'’oada

3 Tomahavifka <7

21/6

21/6

3 Tomahawks 3 Escort B1 enhe 1ms

?! X” Pit. Gladia tors 4 Troop protectit
Damascus a re fJ

'

22/6

22/6

22/6

3 12 G V ouiiQ a t G a c k M/ TTomahawks

"X” Pit. Gladla tors Patrol Ho4

80 6 Esco’^t 2nd raid on

B e y r out h, C- r o-und attack
li/T t'ai'ra s -bus -E ey r outh
:"oad.
Local de.fence.

Hurricanes

22/6

22/6

80 Hurricanes 1

S vj e e p Da ma s c us - Beyrouth
road,

260 Hurricanes 6

23/6 d ati:act/,Eaa]hek
vak f.erod.roiT!es c,t-

80 •I 7Hurricanes Lrl' C

Tal c*.

23/6 3 Tomal;'a'''';ko 12 p aercorciiiGsP Pc-'.r nd a-cd

at El i: ?i 6 I-
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Date, Squadron. Type (f '
aircraft.

No, of

sorties.
Buty,

24/6 80 Hurricanes 5 Escort Albacores returning
from Beyrouth.

24/6

24/6

24/6

24/6

260 Hurricanes 5 ditto

80/260

80/260

Hurricanes 5 Fleet protection.

Hurricanes 4 Local defence.

3 Tomahawks 10 Sweep Rayak area.

25/6

25/6

3 Tomahawks 7 Troop protection,Palmyra.

Ground sweep Rayak area.
80 Hurricanes 11

26/6 3 Tomahawks 8 Aerodromes,Homs,Kuselr &
Rayak.

Troop protection,Palmyra.

Fleet protection.

Attack a/c on Rayak a’drome.

26/6

26/6

26/6

3 Tomahawks 8

80/260

80/260

Hurricanes 12

Hurricanes 12

27/6

27/6

27/6

80/: 0

80/260

Hurricanes 11 Fleet protection.

Local defence.

1'

Hurricanes 7

3 Tomahawks 11 Escort bombers.

28/6

28/6

_ 28/6

3 Tomahawks 8 Escort bombers.

80/260/33 Hurricanes 24 Fleet protection.

Defence Palestine,
80 Hurricanes 3

29/6 3 Tomahawks 7 Escort ■ Blenheims on raid
PaImyra,

Escort Blenheims raid Palmyra

Fleet protection.

Local defence.

29/6

29/6

29/6

3 Tomahawks 8

80 Hurricanes 12

80 Hurricanes 4

30/6 260 Hurricanes 10 Attack Baalbek & satellite
landing grounds.

Local defence.
30/6

30/6

80 Hurricane s 2

806 Hurricanes 4 ditto

1/7 260 Hur-'^lcanes 10 Offensive patrol Palmyra

Defence Haifa.

area.

1/7 80 Hurricanes 2

1/7 806 Hurricanes 1 ditto
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'No, oT
sorties.

Type of
aircraft. Duty,Squadron,Date.

Attack aerodromes Rayak
Valley.

7Toma.hawks1/7 3

Q-round attack Rhodes,8Tomahawks1/7 3

Fleet protection.

Local defence

Offensive patrol Palmyra.

2780/260 Hurricanes2/7

1Hurricanes2/7

10Hurricanes2/7 260

Attack 2 Flyiny Boats
Tripoli.

6Tomahawks2/7 5

Attack Homs Aerodrome.10Htir ricanes3/7 260

Fleet protection.20Hurricanes3/7 80

Baalbek Main Aerodrome 8c
Two Satellite

Fleet protection.

Defence Half a

10450/260

260/806/803 Hurricanes

Hurricanes

Hurricanes4/7

214/7

3
4/7

Attack aerodromes at Homs,
Kuselr, Baalbek.''
Fleet protection.

Defence Haifa.

10Hurricanes5/7 45Q 60

80/806/803 Hurricanes 205/7

7Hurricanes5/7

on Baalbek & Talia '
'■ L.G’s.

4450/260

80/806/803/ Hurricanes
450/260

Hurricanes6/7

Fleet protection.676/7

Defence of HalT a1Hurricanes6/7 80

Recce Damour area.1Hurricanes6/7 208

Fleet protection.

Attack Seaplanes Tripoli.

6Hurricanes7/7 80

4BeaufIghters7/7 272

M.T. Syria.19Tomahawks7/7 3

Aircraft on ground at
Aleppo.

Attack a/c on L.G’s
Heskine area.

10Hurricanes9/7 260

9Hurricanes9/7 80

Defence Haifa.8Hurricanes9/7 806

Ground attacks.6T Omahawks9/7 5

Escort photo recce.6Tomahawks9/7 3

Bomber escort.7Tomahawks9/7 3

Defensive natrol Damour.6Tomahawk9/7 3 p
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Type of
aircraft.

No7“or~
Sorties. Duty..SquadronDate

Bomber escort.810/7

10/7

10/7

10/7 450/260

3

3

80

Tomahawks

ditto6Tomahawks

Ground strafed aerodromen*
/Hurricanes

Bomber escort.8Hurricanes

Ground attack Pah,Aleppo
and Hama,

Attack Aleppo Satellite,

Bomber escort (Ble^iheim)

Attack Aleppo L.G, and
Satellite,

11/7

iVv

11/7

11/7 450/260

3

80

80

6T Omaha, wks

8Hurricanes

6Hurricanes

6Hurricanes

1040Total No. of Sorties.

of ii^hlch

410leet protection

Ground strafing

Offensive/, fensive patrols

244

386

1040

The above figures do not include a number of sorties of No, 3

while operating in ttie forward area.Squa.dron R.A.A.P * >
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MJlffiER OF E/A destroyed ON THE GROUl€) BY
OUR FIGHTERS.

Eneiny Casmltlea.

1 Horane 1 C.R.42

destroyed.

Ovm Casualtie s.Enemy Aircraft.Own Aircraft.Place and Time.Oate.

NilMorane Sc C.R.423 HurricanesRayak Satellite
Estabel 0550

8. ■).41

Tf6 "Well HitNilFighters5 Tomahawks06158,5.41 ditto

4 destroyed,12 badly
damaged,

Nil36 Glenn Ilartlns &
Potez 63

6 Hurricanes132525.5.41 Talla

6 Dewoltlnes dama-ged,Nll24 Dewoltlnes2 Hurricanes1340Rayak25.5.41

4 E/a destroyed, 8 E/a
Of these 8

possibly 1 wa~3 a JU, 52

1 Potez 63,1 Glenn Kartln
destroyed.

dairaged. Notej
NilPotez 63 or Glenn

Martin oc nos sibly
a JU.52

5 Hurricanes5,41 Talla 135525.

Nil1 Glenn Martin
1 Potez 63

12 TomahawksEl Kuselr 181025.3.41

4 destroyed.1 Badly Da^ia.ged
Pilot Safe,

Fighters (Dewoltlnes)8 Toma.hawks152026.0.41 Homs

3 Potez danuged.NilPote 333 BlenheimsDelr Ez Zor 054526.3.41

4 Destroyed.
10 Damaged.

NilUnknown Flahters12 Hurricanes180026.3.41 Rayak

4 Glenn Martins destroyed.
1 Dewoltlne 358 damaged.

NilGlenn Martin9 Toraa.hawks183029,3.41 Kuselt



Sheet 2c/
E; lemy Casualt le s o

4 Twin Engined a/c
heavily hit.

0\n/n Casualties,Enemy Aircraft.Own Aircraft,
place and Time. _

Baalbek 2nd Satellite
1800

Date. Nil
5 Twin Engined

10 Hurricanes
30.6.41

1 destr'oyed, others
damaged.

Nil
8 Unidentified

7 Tomahawks
Baalbek 2nd Satellite

0745
1.7.41

Two left in sinking
condition.

Nil
5 Loire 130

6 Tomahawks1745
2.7.41 Tripoli

destroyed (on fire)2 Lefe^s

8 damaged.
Nil

12 Leo 45
10 Hurricanes1600

3.7.41 Hama

4 damaged.Nil
9 Glen Martins.

10 HurricanesTalia Satellite 10004.7.41 Martin damaged.1 Glen
4 Leo’s 45
2 TTr>identified

Nil^Tartin, Leo 45,
unidentified

Glen

Sc various

A/fc

6 Hurricanes
Baalbek & Talia 06306.7.41

4 DaiK' ged.Nil
8 Flying Boats
TTnidentifled.

8 Plying Boats
Unidentified-

2 Beaufighters
13307.7.41 Tripoli

2 Damaged.5:iSeaufighter
slightly
damaged.

2 Beaufighters16407.7.41 Tripoli

1 potez 63 ) Destroyed
2/00)

iDamHged.
Martin)

1 parman
7 Potez 63
1 Glenn

Nil
2  Jixed A/c

10 Hurricanes1250
9.7.41 Aleppo



(

Sheet

Date. Place and Time. Own Aircraft. Enemy Aircraft. Own Casualties. Enemy Casualties.

070010.7.41 Hama 6 Tomahawks 8 Leo 45 Nil 2 Leo 45 Destroyed.
6 -do- damaged.

10.7.41 Talia 0730 6 Tomahav/ks Unidentified 1 Damaged 3 Unidentified damaged.

10.7.41 Talia 1750 9 Mixed A/c7 Hurricanes Nil 6 Strafed but probably
all had been shot up
previously.

11.7.41 Pah Aleppo
Hama. 1320 6 Toma.hawks Various Nil Pah. 1 Three-engined a/c

destroyed.

Aleppo 1 Leo 45 destroyed.
1 Leo Damaged.
7 Unidentified Damaged.
1 Potez 63 Destroyed.
1 Bloch 200 damacredr

2 Unidentified damnged.

Hama
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MOST_
APPEND. :x

;V-/RjiT.
■"■■fT'rpfrJi (3)

I'TOTOER OP EWSm AIRCRAFT DESTROYED IN THE AIR BY OUR FIGHTERS.

Tlnie (LT) Own. aircraft. Hostile aircraft.Date. Own casualties. Hostile casualties.

1030 3 Hurricanes of
80 Squadron.

9.6.41 1 Potez 63 Nil 1 probably destroyed.

9.6.41 1540 3 Hurricanes 3 Bloch
6 Dewoitines.

2 1 Bloch probably destroyed.

9.6.41 1605 3 Hurricanes 3 Dewoitines 1 3 destroyed.One pilot safe.
(Pilot safe)

8/9 JU.888 Tomahawks13.6.41 1530 Nil 3 destroyed, 1 probably
destroyed, 1 damaged.

183013.6.41 2 Hurricanes 2 Potez 63
3 Moranes.

2 Potez destroyed.
(Confirmed OPS)

1 damaged.

3/4 bombers
6/12 Dev/oitines.

1 Dewoitihe probably
destroyed.

14.6.41 1800 3 Hurricanes Nil

14.6.41 1750-1815 4 Loire
3 Morane

1 Hurricanes 1 Morane damaged.Nil

2 destroyed.15.6.41 1800 5 Toms.hawks 2 Glenn Martins Nil

15.6.41 0950 2 destroyed .

1 JTJ.88 destroyed.
1 dama.ged.

2 destroyed,! pilot safe.

6 Gladiators 12 Dewoit ..3S 1 destroyed

15.6.41 1715 Annrox. 9 Jir.88 Nil6 Hurricanes

18.6,41 1700 5 Gladiators Nil6 Dewoitines

2 damaged.19.6.41 Nil1645 5 Toma.hawks 8 Glenn Martins
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Hostile casualtiesoOwn casualties.Hostile aircraft.Own aircraft.Time (LT).Date.

2 probably damaged.3/5 Dewoitines 3 Hurricanes

(1 pilot safe)
5 Hurricanes23.6.41

3 destroyed.
1 probably destroyed.

6 destroyed.

1 Dewoitine dameged.

Nil4 Potez 637 Toms-hawks123024.6.41

Nil6 Glenn Martins9 Tomahawks28.6.41
4^ 9

Nil3 Dewoitines.

2 Potez

1 Glenn Blartin

1 Blenheim29.6.41 1245

1 destroyed.Nil.9 Tomahawks29.6.41

1 Hurricane damaged.2 Dewoitines1 Hurricane07006.7,41 4 •

1 Hurricane damaged. 1 JIJ.SS probably
destroyed.

5 Dewoitines destroyed.2 Blenheims des

1 JU.886 Hurricanes15157.7,41

troyed. (3 men baled
out) 1 Blenheim
badly damaged.

1 Tomahawk destroyed. 1 Dewoitine destroyed.
(Pilot safe)

5 Dewoitine 5207 Tomahawks*.
7 Blenheims.

106510.7.41

1 Dewoitine 5206 Tomahawks132011.7.41

4 *

1 S.79 daunged.1 S.791 Hurricane135014.7.41

>;
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MOiT SECRET.

RECORD OP FLEET AIR ARM Il-T SYRIAN CAMPAIGN
8th June to 1st July 1941.

APPENDIX "F”

Date . Operation arranp^ed. Operation carried out. Results. Remarks.

3/6 803 Sqtiadron (Fulmar)
Protectloii of Fleet

off Coast.

Protected Fleet from 0700
to 1830.

Tv/o Fulmars shot down

by French fighters.
One- forced landed in

sea. Two shot up by
French fighters.

This left three serviceable
Fulmars. It was decided that

these aircraft could not operate
against shore-based fighters, and
so fi.^ter protection by No. 3
and Wo. 80 Squadrons R.A.P. would
be substituted.

815 Squadron unable to carry out
attack as, by mistake in their
orders, they did'net ha.ve bomb racks.

0/6 815 Squadron (Sword
fish) to dive bomb
Vichy destroyers at
Beyrouth.

829 Squadron (Alba-
cores and Swordfish)
to dive bomb Vichy
destroyers at Bey
routh at about 2330.

Not carried out. Nil

10/6 4 Albacores and 3 Sword
fish set out, 3 A.lbacores
and 3 Swordfish arrived

about 2400. 2 Albacores
attacked.

Not seen. Nothing
shorm by RCN next day.

Vichy destroyers were not certainly
located, and owing to cloud only
two a/c attacked,
not obserx’-ed.

Results were

815 Squadron (Sword
fish) to dive bomb or

torpedo destroyers at
Beyrouth at about
0030/11

Not carried out. Nil. Orders were received from C in C
Med, that no attack was to be

carried out without his permission.
.As result of this 815 Squadron was
told to cancel attack. ¥/hen per
mission was finally granted, 815
was told to attack - but this signal
never got through in time for them
to attack.

NOTE: C in C Med. ordered at this stage that ships INSIDE the harbour were not to be attacks
the only targets ships lying in the anchorage outside, or ships lying up the Coast.

This left as
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Sheet's.
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AK5 IN SYRIAN CAI-IPAIGN.FLEET AIRrecord oe
Remarks.

Results.
Operation carried out._

2 AlLacores
fish attacked at 2400

and 2 Sword-

arranged.Oneratlor Aircraft attacked flotilla
leader lying outside harbour in

chorage inside nets. ^Aii
missed,nearest being 10 it.

an

bombs

Date^

11/6

Nil.

Ecuadron (Albacores
and Swordfish) to
bomb destroyers lying in

at Beyrouth at

829

anchorage
a.bout 2330. No warships seen.P o s s ib le hi t 'on

merchant ship.3 Swordfish searched
Beyrouth at 0100.815 Soiiadron (Sv;ordfish)

attack destroyers lying
at Beyrouth

to

in anchorage
at s-bout 0030. One a/c attacked a destroyer in

and one a v/arship
of Beyrouth

the roads,
about 5 miles K.

Nil.pa-trolled off
^

steaming North. Both missed.
One aircraft forced-landed in

crew sale.sea near Saida,

1 Albacore .
Beyrouth 2030 to 2230,

after patrol.
2 Swordfish

attacking

2 Albacores

829 Squadron (Albacores
and Swordfish) to^attack
destroyers lying in
anchorage at Beyrouth.
One a/c to P^tnol off har
bour from dusk until ̂ 230
to intercept enemy if they
left harbour to disperse

Coast.up

12/6

attacked at about 2300.
Of these latter only one
dropped bombs.

pilot S/Lo.r.
Injured.

Phi slightly (llips

tcrpedoed largest
in Djoimieh

One Sw o rd f i sh
of three warships
hai-bour,' 8 miles North cj ^

No ships seen in
outside Beyrouth.

,  to be dispersing
the Coast during

Beyi'Oucii.
anchorage

Enemy appears
shipping up V

torpedOne warship
oed in Djoixnieh
hardpiur.

3 Swordfish carried out
armed withAT 5 Cnuadron (Swordfish)

to sweep down Coast Tripoli sweep
Beyrouth to attack enemy tornedoes.

Attack after
to

warships.

the night.
0030/13th.

NO warships in anchorage at _
One unidentified pevrouth. One suspected sub-
vasael torpedoed out- Wro at DjounleU.
aide Beyrouth. “j“Lerved at Djounleh con-

nignr i / harbour at

fc)d out4 Swordfish can
between 0300 and

■ ±

sweep
815 Squadron (Swordfish)
to sweep coast from
Tripoli to Beyrouth.

13/6
0400/14.

|e?routh°probably
have been hit. Ship not sunk.("Adour" ,thought to
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RECORD OF FI^’ET AIR ARM IH SYRIAN CAHPAIGN. I^T SEG-I.^T.
Sheet 3,
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Operation arranged.Date. Operation carried out. Results, Rerm rks.

14/6 829 Squadron proceeded back
to Fgypt.

815 Squadron intercepting
French' merchant ships off
Cyprus.

829 Squadron proceeded back
to Egypt.

815 Squadron intercepted
ships.

Ships made to steer
S.E. away from Turkish waters,but were nersTiaded by
coast.

2 ships anchored in Turkish

Swordfish to proceed S.E,,
towards Cyprus. No attack on
Syrian coast arranged for
tonight.

15/6 815 Squadron reinfo>rced
with 2 Albac'drea from
829 Squadron.

815 Squadron ('wordfish)
to carry out dusk attack on
Vichy destroyer attempting
to reach Beyrouth from
the West.

Dusk attack. Could not find target.

Attack by three a/c at
0400/l6th.

One certain hit,two
probable.Ship sank,
i Swordfish lost.

Ship was hit and RGN by 815
next day showed oil and
wreckage in the position of
the attack, Reuter telegram
of 17/6 quoting Vichy verifies
that ship v;as sunk. A/c crei";
were not recovered, but dinghy
was found amongst ma-ny empty
rafts and boats. It is hoped
that cre\7 were taken prisoner
by the French.

16/6 815 Squadron.
Search by one a/c to find
Swordfish missing on raid
15/16

Search carried out by one
Swordfish.

Wreckage found East
of Cyprus.

See above.

G in C Med,ordered Vichy destroyers to be de'stroyed, using P.A.A. and R.A.P. resources. P.A.^*. put under
operational control of H.Q., R.A.P., p & T.J.
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Sheet 4.RECORD OE ‘:^LEET AIR arm IN SYRIAN CA.MPAICtN.

Result:, Reina rks.Operation carrled out.Operation arranged.Date.

No shipping sighted. RON carried out at 500 to 1500 ft.
No shippin'? seen. One a/c forced
landed near C.Kitl on return.

17/6 Sweep carried out 0500 to
Sweep down Coast Tripoli 0415 by 3 Swordfish,
to Beyrouth during moon
light , to destroy Vichy
destroyers.

829 Squadron detachment arrived at Lydda (3 AlbacOres).

829 Squadron (Albacores) Dusk torpedo attack on
dusk torpedo attack on sloop or submarine, by
Vichy destroyers at one Albacore.
Beyrouth.

815 Souadron.

18/6

Vichy' warships had been bombarding
Coast. Intention was to torpedb
one on arrival back in harbour.

Sloop or submarine was encountered
lying well out in anchorage,and
was attacked. Aircraft forced

landed near Baida,in sea. Cause;'
bullet in oil d^stem.Crew \anhurt.

Unknown.

Attacked ships lying alongside
min warehouse jetty in Beyrouth.

One hit claimed on

submarine,two or
three on jetty.

Attack by 2 Albacores and19/6 829 Squadron,

Night dive bombing attack 1 Swordfish flare-dropning
on destroyers in Beyrouth.at 2200.

Destroyer subsequently entered
Beyrouth.

Nil.Shadowing aircraft lost
touch.

20/6 815 Squadron,to inter
cept and a ttack Vichy
destroyer en route
Ka s o -Bey routh.

815 Squadron (Swordfish) No attack,
to attack 3 Vichy des
troyers in Beyrouth after
2330/21

829 Squadron (Swordfish) Attacked shipping at Bey-
and Albacores) to attack routh at about 2230, with_^
3 Vichy destroyers in 2 a/c and 1 flare-dropperr
Beyrouth before 2300/21.

Nil21/6

One a/c dropped torpedo at centre
one of 3 destoyrers lying inshore
in anchorage. Results not
observed. One a/c bombed across
edge of \¥harf between New Break
water and Main Jetty.

Not observed.
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Results.

O
Remarks.

peration carried out.Operation arranged.Date.

22/6

23/6

One stick on E.side jetty near
destroyer. 1 a/c damaged by A,A.
More ^.xA.than usual. 1 a/c did
not drop. '
Dawn attack. Hurricane protection
provided for return journ'e'y.
More A.A. fire than usual.

Fleet protection Unit. Maintenance

Not observed except for
1 stick on jetty near
target.
Hits seen on jetty
near destroyer.

815 squadron to attack ^ttacked shipping in Bey-
Beyrouth destroyers be- routh 2345 to 0015.
fore 0300/24. 829 Sqdn. (3 Swordfish),
to attack Beyrouth Attacked shipping in B y
Lstroyers after 0300/24.routh (2 Albacores) at

0430.

to operating as

rrived at Ly Ma preparatoipf
and equipment.

2 Albacores attacked
destroyers 2130 (bombs).
1 Swordfish (torpedo)
found no target.

806 Squadron two flights a
and ground personnel due 26 June

24/6
Two Albacores dive bombed
destroyer alongside wharf between
New Break\'’/ater and Main Warehouse
jetty. Sticks in approx,position
of ship,but no certain results.
One Swordfish with torpedo found
nothin^ but a hospital ship,which
it did not attack.

Sma.ll motor vessel proceeding
towards Beyrouth from 5 miles N.'J.
No result seen.

On jetty near target
829 Squadron attack
destroyers In Beyrouth
at any time.

25/6

1 Swordfish attacked sms-ll
motor ves'^el off Beyrouth at
dusk.

Unknown.
829 Squadron attack
shipping Beyrouth and
Northward,dusk torpedo
attack.

806 Squadron moved to

806 Squadron nrotech
naval forces.

26/6

of Haifa.Ramat.David, Satellite

2 patrols over naval fox-ces.
27/6

28/6

Working under direction of
Haifa R.A.F. and in conjunction
with 80 Squa-dron, Hurricanes,

concerning interception of

Nil.

under 201 Group,
rrived Lydda for special operations5 aircraft 826 Squadron

reinforcements for Syria,.

a

Vichy
30/6

8/ 826/829 Squadron and
to be under the command of 201 Group.

806/803 Squadron departed for Cyprus,
1/7



MOST' SEGRET,
APPENDIX "G'\

The Air Officer GoimTHnding, H.Q,, ,R.A,P,P & T.J. & Syria,TO!-

Prom;- Wing Commander P.G.Cator.

Date:- 27th July 1941,

Subject;Clo3e Support Operations In Syria,July 6th-12th,1941.

Appendix "X
Appendix "Y" - Precis of Air Operations,

- A.L.S. Operation Instruction No.l,

Sir,

I have the honour to submit herewith a report
on the Close Support Operations carried out by certain units

of the Royal Air Force in conjimction with military forces in
Syria during the period July 6th to 12th 1941, The report
will take the form of an outline narrative of events followed

by the general conclusions reached as the result of the

experience gained. Attached, as appendices, are the Operation
Order to the Royal Air Force units concerned, and  a precis of
sorties carried out by the bomber and fighter aircraft which

were operated \inder Army control during the period tinder review.

Narrative of Events.

2. On July 4th a conference,presided over by the Air
Palestine and Trans-Jordan was heldOfficer Commanding, R,A,P

in Jerusalem, and attended by representatives of the Royal Air
orce and Army Headquarters, including Wing Commander F.G,Gator,

au that time Comma.ndlng the Air Liaison Section attached to the
First Australian Corps.

♦ f

Decisions and Proposed Organisation of R.A.P.
Close Support Control.

3. As the result of the conference referred to above
the following decisions were reached:-

To allot immediately one bomber and one fighter
squadron to operate under the control of the 7th Australian

Division for an indefinite period, commencing July 6th.
Whilst it was primarily Intended that air support should be
afforded to the 7th Australian Division, it was recognised
that circumstances might necessitate the temporary with
drawal of all or part of the Air Force units concerned for
operations elsewhere tinder the 1st Australian Corns
Headquarters Royal Air Force
No. 3 Fighter Squadron R.A.A

already under control of the 1st Australian Corps, and No.
45 Bomber Squadron were the units selected,

(b) Wing Commander F.G. Cator, Air Liaison Officer at
Headquarters 1st Australian Corps to be attached to the
7th Australian Division to act as Air Liaison Adviser to
the G.O.C.j and Officer Coimvandlng the Close Support 7/ing
under the Divisional Commander.

(a)

or

Palestine and Trans-Jordan.
. which was at the time

/ (c)
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(c) Pli^^ht Lieutenant Ratcllffe, previously Air
Liaison Officer at Headauarters 7th Australian Division,
to go forward to the 22nd Brigade to act as advanced Mr
Liaison Officer. Althoua:h in" fact two Brigades were
operating in the NAMOUR area it was not considered
necessary to provide an Advanced Air LialsOn Officer for

both, in view of the narrow front Involved, In any case
no suitable officer C'ould have been provided in the
short time available,

(d) Squadron Leader J. Gordon Finlayson, D.S.O.,D.F.C
previously attached to Headquarters, 1st Australian Corps,
t'o remain there to act as Air Liaison Officer to the
G.O.C. and at the same time to form a link between the
7th Australian Division and Nos, 3 and 45 Squadrons,
should normal circumstances fail or prove to be inadequate,

(e) The main channel of communication betv/een the 7th
Division and the Close Support Squadrons to be W/T,
supplemented by landline where necessary and available,

(f) The normal A.I.L.O. organisation to be maintained
in the two squadrons.

• f

(g) No.3 Fighter Squadron R.A'.A.F. to be located at
ROSHPINA as previously and No. 45 Squadron to operate
using MUQ.UEBILIA (Jenin) as their advanced operational
landing ground and A'^IR as their base for maintenance

It was recognised that both R08HPINA andnurposes.

lifUQUEBILIA were considerably too far from the Headquarters
7th Australian Division, beinv resoectively 40 and 65
miles from SAIDA,

grounds and the necessity for utilising landline
communications, however, left no alternative^,

The lack of other and nearer landing

On'July 5th., Air Liaison Section Operation
xustruction No. 1 (copy attached) was issued, and the organisat
ion outlined''in para,3 was brought into force with effect from
0001 hours L.S.T, on July 6th,

July 6th,5.

Operations carried out by both No, 3 and No. 45
No enemy aircraft or ground targets encountered by
Bomber results satisfactory in view of difficult

W/T communications very bad, hand line used

'it S quadrons.
fighters.
nature of targets,
with consequent considerable delays.

July 7th.6.

Operations by'both No. 3 and No, 45 Squadrons .'“Some
success ground strafing M,T. Bombing results satisfactory.
Considerable delays again experienced in transmis^ on of

instructions by W/T due to failures. Landline slow due to con
gestion of other traffic, special direct' lines could not be'
provided from Division to the Squadrons. All messages had,
therefore, to be passed over the normal operational line to Corps
and thence by special lines to the Squadrons.

July 8th.

During the day three raids were carried out by the
bombers, and two attacks by the fighters'. The results in general
were poor due to prevalence of low cloud. Considerable delay
in the transmis'i on of'orders was again caused by partial and
recurring W/T failures.

7.

/ 8



5.

8. July 9th.
4 ’

V/eather bad at first but Improved later,
attacks and one escort by fighters^
due to an error in Navigation,

July loth.

Early morning attack by fi.^ters on aerodromes successful.
Bomber attacks against IIAIMANA ammunition dumps most successful
but bomberb intercepted on their return journey by five
Dewoitines. Three Blenheims shot down and one badly damaged.
Fighter escort then Intervened and shot down all five Dewdtines
without loss or damage to themselves. During the course of
a ground strafing attack by our fighters later in the day one of
our own lorries was attacked and shot uo without casualties,

July 11th.

All available fighters withdrawn temporarily from Division
and nlaced under Force Headquarters and 6th Division,
sequence of the absence of fighters protection and alternative
cloud cover no bomber operations were attempted.

July 12th,

Armistice declared at 0001 hours.

Two ground
l?aid a failureMain bomb

W/T satisfactory.

9.

z-'

10.

In con-

11.

Operations terminated.

COMMUNICATIONS,

12. In view of the distance between the Squadron landing
grounds and Divisional Headquarters (see para,3 (g) personal
contact between the Wing Commander and the Squadron Commanders
or A.I.L.O’s v;as Impossible,
were only possible between the landing grounds and Corps Head
quarters, and^thence to Divisional Headquarters via the general

rational line. Delays betvf/een Division and Cops were,
frequently unavoidable due to traffic congestion on

Direct land line communications

c

ti.o ref ore',
this line.

13. landnlne dlfficult37' having been foreseen arran.s’ements
were made for the provision of special ?//t links taetwe
Divisional Headquarters and the Squadrons in rear, aLid also to
the Advanced Liaison 0':’ficer with the forward Brigades,
listening set was also provided at Corps Headquarters, This set
also acted as a relay station in the event of communication break-
downs between Divi'sion and the Squadrons,
in this connection,
mlnim-um a

The

en

A

and proved a great value
In order to reduce signals delays to a

simple en clair operational code was introduced (see

%

appendix ’A ' to Appendix ”X'').

14. In spite of
constant supervis

the provls:’”cn of special wave lengths and
ion from experienced signals personnel signal

comraunicaticns were mireliable and a constant source of delay,
is believed that much of the troubles v/ere largeD.y due to

the general lack of experienced signals personnal In the Command.
It

15. The special en clair operational code referred to in para.
13 was on the whole successful and no difflcri.lty v;as experienced
in its use. Under favciirao
5 to 10 minutes was recuir
instructioia excludi;

fur the r 10 tn i nr:t e s ,
code, however, was’only
targets. When detailed ins ti
to make use of the j.andlilne,
extensive delays.

le conditions an average period of frc

g snooQ-

the best cvcra.il time
o nit able for s

an._

0 Oilc;1

m
i for tht. passl:ag of an operational

Ceccdlng, which occupied a
being 15 minutes. The

oj.mple and easily identifiable
were required it rms necessary

with ccnsoquont liability to

16.
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TARCtETS.
t''

A fea ture of the operations under review was
the almost complete lack of suitable ground targets for

bombing or machine gun attacks. This was due to the nature
of the terrains which afforded excellent cover and the

wide dispersion of the enemy forces even in battle areas.
M.T. concentrations or convoys of any size were seldom
encountered, the enemy carrying out most road movement by night
by making use of previously prepared dtimps. In this connection
it must be remembered that the enemy were almost always
stationaryor in retreat and did not therefore require
to bring supplies fonorard to anything like the same extent

as was necess ary to supply our advancing forces. The
bombing of gun positions proved difficult and seldom.
profitable since they were most difficult to locate and

covered by small areas. The really successful attacks
on the ammunition d-ump at HAMRA and the ground straffing
of aerodromes can 'hardly be considered as falling under

the heading of close or even direct support.

It has been ascertained however, that the constant
shooting up of roads and the bombing of likely areas
whilst lacking in material results produced considerable
moral effect. Had more bombers and trained night flying
crews been available it would have been possible to inter

fere with enemy road movement by night,

16.

17.

EHEIIY AIR ACTION.

Enemy air action w as almost entirely confined
to fighter and bomber attacks in the forward areas, gun
positions being the favourite target. Dive bombing attacks

were carried out by Glenn Martins and ground straffing
by Potez 63. The Dewoltlne and. Tforane fighters were almost

entirely u.sed for b'omber escorts and defensive patrols
over their own areas. The results obtained by the enemy
bombers and fighters were poor attacks being seldom pressed
home except in the case of the Dewoitine fighters who
show ed considerable skill and determination on several

occasions. At no time hov^ever, were the Dewoitlnes at match
for the Tomahawks but thev appeared to be on about equal
terms with the Hurricanes.

18.

IDENTIFICATION OF OUR TROOPS,

A prerequisite for'Close Support Air Operations
is an exact knowled.ge of the positions of our own troops
and the ability to Identify them as friendly should the

operations be of a highly mobile nature neither requirement
could be fulfilled during the operations ■under review.
The difficulty of keeping H.Q. formations fully informed
as to the exact positions of the troops xmder their control
is fully appreciated if reliance must be placed on, the
normial' channels of comirunlcation such as runners, landline,
or W/t. Identification from the air would appear to provide
the solutions in both semi static and mobile operations
provided that a single and. readily portable means of iden
tification can be devised. The method adopted by the German
airborne and parachute troops in Crete would appear to
provide a satisfac toi-y solution to this problem. The gro-und
strips system nomij-ialTy in use during the Syrian operations
proved unpractlcable since small bodies of troops either
could not or would not diisplay these strips.

19.

/ 20.
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CONCLUSIONS,

The following are the main points which have come
the result of the air operations

20.

to light or been emphasied as
under review

The controlling formations and the operational
aerodromes or advanced landing grounds must be suf
ficiently close to one another to enable constant
and personal touch to be maintained bd^/een the
Comraanders of the air component and the squadrons
under his control. By this means only can air crews
be properly briefed and kept in touch with the
Military situation. The maximum distance must of
course depend on road conditions but should not it
is considered exceed 15 miles.

Special direct landline communication between the
controlling formations and the aqua drons are essential.
The distance factor refferred to in (a) above will
have a considerable bearing on their provision. Similar
communications are required between advanced H.Qrs.
and the controlling formations to minimise the delay
when calling for air assistance or when opportunity
targets occur.

{a)

(h)

B/H communication between bomber and fighter
aircraft, and the controlling formation is desirable.
By this means opportunity targets can be indicated 

to
aircraft in the air, or instructions altered at the last
moment in case of nee d. If I^T is employed a simple
code on the lines indicated in Appendix "G’ (X) is
required to provide at least a measure of security
without introducing delay.

(c)

A reliable and simple method of indicating the
position of our own troops is absolutely essential,
(see para. 17),

Close air support cannot be realy' effective
suitable targets are available, There is

still a very considerable lack of knowledge in the
Army as to the capabilities of aircraft. This applies
in particular to the degree of accuracy and effects
which can reasonably be expected from bombing under
operational conditions, and to the number of fighter
aircraft required to maintain a standing patrol.

unless

(d)

(e)

I have the honour to be.
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

P.G. Gator.(Signed)

Wing Commander.



Appendix "G" (X).

Ref; LAS/Ops/1. MO"^T SECRET.

AIR LIAISON SECTION OPERATION

INSTRUCTION NO. 1,

1; 20,000'.
1; 25,000.

Appendix "A" - Code for Operation Orders.
Appendix "B" - Army Map Reference Code,

Map Ref: BEYROUTH
DAM OUR

IN^ORI'ffATION.

The Army are commencing offensive operations in
the DAMOUR-BEIT ED DINE-BEVROUTH area on July 6th 1941.
Co-operation is''being provided by the Roval Navy and the

Royai Air Force.

INTENTION.

1.

To provide fighter and bomber co-operation in accord
ance with Army requirements.
2,

EXE CUTION.

Command. With effect from 0001 hours L.S.T, July 6th,

1941,' NO. 45 (B) Squadron R.A.F. and No. 3 (P) Squadron
R.A.A.P. will be placed under the control of the G.O.C,
7th Australian Division. Onerational control over these

units will be exorcised''through the R.A.P. Air Liaison
Officer attached to H.Q. 7th AustralianDivision. In the

event of a breakdown in communications operational' control

will be temporarily exercised through R.A.P, A.L.O. 1st

Australian Corps.

Location of Units. No 3 Squadron R.A.A.P.are located
ROSH PINNA, No.45 Squadron will be based at AQIR but will •

operate from the advanced landing ground at MUKEBELE (JENIN)
during daylight hours with effect from July 6th.

Operation Orders and Instructions.' Por form and^
method of issue s ee Appendices A and B. All' Operation
Orders or Instructions are to be acknowledged.

Own Airoaft Movements. Departure and arrival signals
to be despatched in respect of all dpbrational flights.

Such signals are to be addressed to A.L.O, 7th Australian
Division and sant in clear by W/T. the signal stating the
number of alrcraftand the time proceeded by 'Out  ' and 'In'

Indicating departure or arrival. Ref is' to be made to the
relevant Operation Order or instruction. Times are to be
coded in accordance with para.8,

3.

4.

5.

6.

are

7. Enemy Aircraft Reports. The prescence of enemy_ aircraft
in tEe operational area will be notified to units by the

7th Australian Division by means of the code
(fighters) followed by

R.A.P, A.L.O.

word 'Hens' (bombers) or 'Gnats T

a time and nuraber.

8. Time. All times in Operation Orders or Instructions,
aircraft' movement signals, and Maylfys' will be cqaea^_by;
"EHe addition of"2 hours. @ 9 hrs w.e.r. iO.'/T41. (?*-.e.'

decoding subtract 2 hours to obtain correct time).when

9./
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9. ADMINI^TMTION,

Alrcra'ft''Servl'ceabilit7. Mayflys are to be forwarded
by W/T to R'.A.P. a.L.O. TUh Australian Division as follows

(a) At the conclusion of the days operations,

(b) As soon as possible after the return from each
operational flight.

Such signals are to be prefixed with the code w ord
"Mossie" for fighters and "Shawk" for bombers follow ed by
the time and number of aircraft operationally serviceable
(includes pilots and' crews). The time will be coded in
accordance with para, 8.

10. COMMUNICATIONS. A direct'and' sJ)ecial'M//T link''has
been establlshe'd''”'lDe'tw een H.Q.P.&.T, J.R'.A .P. A.L.O, 7th Au'st,
Div., R.A.P, A,L.O. Isf Aust, Corps, No.3 Squadron R.A.A.P,
and No,45 Squadron R.A.P.j landline conraunication is also

available for emergency use. Administrative traffic over
these channbis is to be reduced to an absolute minimum

and is prohibited between the hours of 0500 and 2000 hours

daily, except in extreme emergency,

11. W/T SILENCE. All YI/T operators are to be impressed
with the absolute necessity for maintaining W/T silence
whehever possible in order that operational signals from

A,L.O, 7th Australian DlviS'i'on''may not be missed or delayed.
In any case signals from A,L.O, 7th Australian Division
take priority over all other traffic.

Detailed Signals Instructions are being issued sep-12.

arately.

13. ACKiNUf LEDGE.

Issued at hrs.

(Signed)

Wing Commander,
Attached 7th Australian Division,

P,,G,Gator

Method of Issue.Distribution. Copy No,

1st Aust'. Corps
7;th Aust. Dlv.

HQMPP&TJ
3 Sqdn RAAP
45 Sqdn RAP
RAP ALO 1st Aust. Cox'ps
RAP ALO 6 Div

RAP ALO 2 2 Brigade
RAP Station Aqlr
P/0 Watters
Spare
Pile

1-2

3-7

8-9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

(19 to 7 Dlv)
^7 to 7 Div)
(18 to GHQ(L))

17 19

20



APPEHDIX "G" (Y)MOST SECRET

AUSTRALIM IMPERIAL FORCE

HQ 7 Aust Div
13 Jul 41

Precis of Air Ops Carried Out Under 7 Aust Div

FIGHTERS

6 Jul 7 Sorties

Nature of target: Ground straffing of MT

NILResult:

7 Sorties

Nature of target-: Escorting 'bom'bers.

No enemy aircraft encounteredResult:

7 Sorties

Nature of target: Escorting bombers

No enemy aircraft encountered.Result:

6 Sorties

Nature of target: Escorting bombers.

No enemy aircraft encountered.Result;

BOMBERS

6 Jul 6 Sorties

(a) Bridge
(b) 0retard

Nature of target;

(a) Bridge straddled,
(b) Orchard hit.

Result:

3 Sorties

Nature of target: Bty posn

Not located.Result:

3 Sorties

Buildings and small wood

Target area hit.

Nature of target:

Result;

FIGHTERS.

7 Sorties7 Jul

Ground straffing opportunity targets.Nature of target:

Result: 15 MT straffed.
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6 Sorties

Nature of target: Ground straffing Armoured Gars.

Nothing seen.Result;

6 Sorties

Nature of target; Escorting Bombers

Result: No enem7f aircraft encountered.

7 Sorties

Nature of target-; Ground straffln/'^.

Result: Attacked 3 Armd Cars and som.e

MT

BOMBERS

7 Jul 6 Sorties

Nature of target; BEIT ED DINE

Result; Buildings hit

8 Sorties

(a) Bridge,
(b) Rd junc

(a) Bridge straddled,
(b) Rd junc near misses

Nature of target;

Result:

FIGRTERS.

8 Jul 7 Sorties

Nature of target; Ground s-i'raffing

Result: 6 MT attacked

6 Sorties

Nature of target: Ground stratfing

Result; One train and a few MT attacked.

BOMBERS

8 Jul 4 Sorties

Nature f target; ViJood

Result: NIL result due to cloud.

4 Sorties

Nature of target; Bridge

Result: Bridge straddled.

4 Sorties

Satr!.e as for first sortie or area

on the coast.
Bombs in area on coast; result

not known.

Na ure of target;

Result;
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FIGHTERS.

9th Jul. 7 sorties.

Nature of target; Ground straffing.

Results: 3 Trains and 6 MT attacked.

7 Sorties.

Nature of target; Escorting bombers.

Result; No enemy aircraft seen but on completion
of escort duty 1 Arrad C, some MT and 4-nguns were ground
straffed.

6 Sorties,

Nature of targets Offensive patrol.

No enemy aircraft encountered.Result;

BOMBERS .

9th Jul 10 Sorties.

Nature of target; Aram, dump HtmANA.

Result; Only 1 aircraft located target due to
weather.

9 Sorties,

Nature of target; Amm. a\imp BAROUK.

Result; Target area hit, no aoparent result.

FIGHTERS.

10 Jul 6 Sorties,

Nature of target; Ground straffing aerodromes,

3 aircraft burnt, 8 damaged.Result;

6 Sorties.

Nature of target; Groimd straffing.

Result; Approx. 24 MT attacked.

7 Sorties.

Nature of targ t; Escorting; bombers.

Result; Encountered enemy bombers and. fighters.
3 of our Bombers shot down, 5 enemy fighters shot down.

8 Sorties.

Nature of target; Escortlnrr borrbers and ground stra'Bering.

Pew Cav shot up.One car and one lorry
(ours) attacked.

Result;

/ 4



A ̂PE'IDIX ''G'’/(A),

MOST SECRET

The followin'^ form will he used for the''desoatch of

Operation Order by W/T in clear or by landline.

Prefix - for Fighter - ZOOM
BUSTER.Bomber

If this is(a) Number of own aircraft to be used,
omitted the Squadron Commander will use his discretion.

(b) For fighter ~ Nature of task in following code

- PISHIN

- SHOOTIN

- HUNTIN

ESCORT

GROUNDSTRAPF

OFFENSIVE PATROL

and where required the nature of the target.

For bomber - Nature of target,

(c) Location in Map Reference Code No. 7 (Appendix B)

(d) Tiraes‘'between which air action is required to take

place. Normally a starting and finishing: time will
be qiven,

possible the codeword zipper is to be used, followed
bw the ■' ime by which the action must have been com-

(All times will be coded by the
.  10/7) i.e. to decode time

If the action is req^iired as soon as

pieted or cease,
addition of 2 hours (4 w.e,
subtract 2 h‘''urs (4 w.e.'’. 10/7) .

(e) Distance and approximate bearin" of own troops from the
taryet, (Only given i''’ the distance is short) .

e.v. for fl'Sihter;

ZOOM OUOOTIN MT 6 XYZERL ZIFFer 1215

six fivhters are to groundstraffThis indicates that
MT at 160209 as soon as possible but not after 1015
hours LT”.

For bomber

BUZTER FORT 9 AWIXOE 1630 1900 2000 270

This Indicates that ''nine bombers are to bom. a fort
at 132182 at 1430 hours and not after 1700 hours.
The distance of our own nearest troops from the tarvet
is 2000 yards on a bearin" of 270° from the target".

(f) Bomb Load

100/ 250-Ih.L
F = 100/ 40-lb.

50/ 250, 50/ 40-lb,
66/ 25015, 33/ incendiaries.

M =
V



APPENDIX "G'*v(A).
MOST SECRET

The followin'? form will be used for the''despatch of
Operation Order by w/t in clear or by landline.

Prefix - for Fighter ZOOM
BUSTER.Bomber

(a) Number of own aircraft to be used,
omitted the Squadron Commander will use his discretion,

(b) For fighter - Nature of task in following code -

If this is

ESCORT

GROUNDSTRAPF

OFFENSIVE PATROL

PISHIN

SHOOTIN

HUNTIN

and where required the nature of the target.

THor bomber - Nature of target,

(c) Location in Map Reference Code No, 7 (Appendix B)

(d) Times‘'between which air action is required to take
place. Normally a starting and finishing time will
be given. If the action is rep'iired as soon as

oossible the codeword ZIT’PER is to be u.sed, followed
by the ■' ime by which the action must have been com-
nleted or cease. (All times will be coded by the
addition of 2 hours (4 w.e.d. lO/V) l.e. to decode time
subtract 2 h'^urs (4 w.e.^, 10/7) .

(e) Distance and annroxlmate bearln^’’ of own troons from the
target, (Only given 1"' the distance is short) .

e.g. for fightert

ZOOM f HOOT IN MT 6 XYZFRL Zlfi^ER 1215

This indicates that
j'lT at 160209 as soon as nossible but not after 1015
hours LT”.

six fighters are to groundstraff

'^or bomber

BUTTER ^^ORT 9 AWIXOE 1630 1900 2000 270

This indicates that "nine bombers are to bom. a fort
at 132182 at 1430 hours and not after 1700 hours.
The distance of our own nearest troops from the target
is 2000 yards on a bearing of 270° from the target".

(f) Bomb Load

lOOi. 250-Ih.L =
100^ 40-lb.Q.

250, 50t 40-Ih.
2501b, 33f incendiaries.

M 50 ■0

rrfV r 66 L



H"APPENDIXMOST SECRET

quadron, Royal Air Porce.

Air Officer Commanding, Headquarters, R.A.P.

SStt, July, 1941.

208S/18/Air.

Officer Commanding, No, 208

P. & T.J.

Prom;-

To:-

Date:-

Ref;-

Report on resul^-s of Army Co-operation work carried
out Dy "C" Plig" t 208 Squadron, R.A.P. during the

Syrian campaign.

TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE

The results obtained by the Flight were
very successful though greatly hampered by low cloud and
difficult terrain. In addition the comparatj^vely small forces

operating on both sides In close country gave pilots little
scope for producing real "gen".

Except for one short perioa the demands
from the Arm.y were never excessive though many were quite
unnecessary.

art: LERI RECONNAISSANCE.

Of the eight Arty/Rs. carried out only two
One due to v/ireless failure in thewere complete failures,

airc^^aft and the other the fault of the gunners.
The majority of the sboots were, however,

as many as 20 observations being given in some cases.
R/T, air to ground, was used and proved

very slow.

satisfactory.
f

PHOTOGRAPHIC RECONNAISSANCE.

The last minute arrival of the photographic
reconnaissance Hurricane made only two photo.
Both v;ere successful, having been taken by
time.

,  tasks possible,
pilots for the first

SUMMARY OF RECONNAISSANCES.

The summary of reccos. carried out shows
an average of over 3 per day - a high rate for a single Flight
and one that cannot be kept up indefinitely.

"C" Flight Reccos. - June 8th. to July 11th.

Tac/Rs.
Arty/Rs.
Photo/Rs.

P’light stationed Ramleh carried out 31 Tac/R 9 photo/R = 40.
Plight Lysanders carried out 6 Tac/R.

TOTAL POR SQUADRON = 159 sorties.

103 )
Total 113.8  )

2  )

A

B

(Signed);- J.R
Squadron Leader, Commanding,
No. 208 Squadron, R. A. F.

riLSON,



MOST SECRET 
-----------

APPENDIX II J"
------------

ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGE IN SYRIA 
------------�----------------

ALEPPO, 

Location. 

Aerodrome. 

Comment. 

Aleppo Rai 7 way 
Workshops. 

Aleppo "Baghdad" 
Railway Station. 

Damage. 

Direct hit on small hangar full of aircraft 
spares, hangar collapsed and material destroyed. 
Direct hits on four small stone houses, mens 
quarters and Officers' Mess. Quarters partially 
destroyed, dud hit on Officers' Mess only 
damaged I'OOf as bombs were instantaneous. Six 
wooden huts, mens quarters, shattered by blast 
and bomb splinters, Others slightly damaged, 
One petrol waggon. 1 fire engine, 1 aircraft, 
1 truck full of ammunition and 1 empty truck 
all close to each other near main hangar hit by 
bomb splinters and burnt out. 
NeErly a dosen incendiary bombs penetrated the 
roof of the main hangar and burnt out harmlessly 
on the concrete floor. The hangar was full of� 
aircraft at the time (about nine aircraft) but 
the flames did not reach high or far enough to 
touch any part of the aircraft. In one case, 
an incendiary bomb penetrated the roof of the 
haTigar and the top and bottom plane of an air­
craft and burnt itself out underneath without 
even singeing the aircraft. 
1''ifteen aircraft Y:ere destroyed by·bombs and 
machine-gun fire (including two large Air �ranee 
passenger aircraft) in the South West corner of 
the aerodrome. Several direct hits were scored 
on the runway. Seven airers.ft were destroyed 
or rendered unserviceable in one attack by our 
fighters; 

It is reported that the Vichy forces at Aleppo 
.. usually had the followin:_· notice of approach 
of our aircraft:-

From Iraq: 1 hour's warning by telephone from 
Deir-ez-Zor. 

From the coast: 15 minutes' warning. 
From S.S.E: No warning, Aircraft avoiding towns. 

Four bombs dropped between workshop.buildings 
and trains, One bomb destroyed three passenger 
coaches, two cranes, one gasoil tank waggon, 
one water tank waggon and damaged the framework 
of two workshops. The other three bombs damaged 
workshop walls and roofs but not the machinery 
or equipment inside. 

Direct hit on open large empty shed (steel fra',,c.,­
work) opposite main station building, wrecking 
one end of it. 
One delayed action bomb two yards from main line, 
destroying four passenger coaches ar,d cutting 
line. Incendiary bombs on office building (50 
yards N. of main station building) destroying 
several offices. 
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At the time of the raid, an ammunition train
was in the D.h.P. Station, which is half a
mile South of the "Baghdad" station.

Several bomhs fell on the town, causing some
damage to civilian property and several
casualties. One bomb fell at .the back of
the Baron hotel and the ovraer, who thought
that his hotel had been picked out as the
target (sic) because the German Commission
had made it their Headquarters, asked the one
remaining member of the Commission to leave
the Hotel. The Germ.an left.’

Aleppo Tovm.

BAALBEK.

YAAT landing
ground. 6 km.
West of

Baalbek.

Twelve aircraft were destroyed or damaged by
machine-gun- fire, i.e.;-

7 Potez 63-11 twin-engined monoplanes,
2 Potez Toe 2-seater single-engined,
2 passenger and Red Cross single-engined

biplanes,
1 large ©ermnn (Capella painted on nose),

2 Glenn Martins destroyed by machine-gun fire,
1 unidentified aircraft destroyed by machine-
gun fire two miles North,

MAYDALOHN

landing ground

HAMA.

At South end of aerodrome bombs within 200

yards of each other blew five aircraft to
pieces. (? Glenn Martins.) Some of these
may have been destroyed by the exploding of
the bomhs on one which received a direct hit.

Pour SNCA Leo 451 twin-engined monoplanes ;vere
destroyed and six Poez 63-11 damaged by machine-
gun fire.

■fierodrome.

HOMS.

Six aircraft were destroyed or rendered
unserviceable by machine-gun fire.
On the edge of the aerodrome, adjoining the
railway station, a small petrol dump was set on
fire by machine-gun fire. The fire spread to
a nearby train loaded with ammunition v/hich
exploded ?/ith terrific force, damaging the
station offices. Station hotel, and some houses
in the vicinity, and rocking the whole town.
The hailway line was cut and about 30 waggons
destroyed.

Aerodrome,

HEREDERE.

Bridge All bombs missed the bridge and train
services were not interrupted.
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KUSEIR.

Eive Glenn Martins and one Farman were
destroyed or damaged by machine-gm fire,
hancrar and one billet were destroyed and a few
billets damaged by bombs.

Lar
Aerodrome,

ge

TEL KF,LAKH.

Railway line cut by direct hit and 3,000 gallons
aviation petrol burnt out.

Pew houses' destroyed or damaged, and sixteen
casualties.

Railway.

Tel Kelakh

Village.

TRIPOLI.

One seaplane sunk by machine-gun fire.

Customs buildings sli,^tly damaged by bomb.

Some houses destroyed and about' forty casualties
in El-Mina (near port) by bombs.

Harbour

Port.

Town.

BEYROUTH.

Three bombs through main Western Customs sheds
next to Base Militaire.

Installations. Roof partly destroyed, but building mscathed,
No fire, n'o damage done to goods as there were
none there. , .
One bomb hit a sma.ll galvanised shed*next to the
entrance of the Port, destroying a quantity of
cement. .
Five bombs hit a line of six sheds in the Base
Militaire, blowing the galvanised roofs off three
sheds and partly damaging the other three. Apart
from superficial blast damage to the walls, the

No damage caused because

Port.

sheds remain intact,
the sheds were empty.
Tv/o bombs blew up the Railway line leading throxigh
the main entrance to the Base Militaire.
The red beacon at the end of the breakwater was
damaged. ' ' .n.-
Two bombs fell near the Gare D.H.P. (Railway
Station) of the port, doing little damage.

Owing to the fact th^t practically all the sheds
in the Port were empty of goods, little damage
W8.S caused# Apart frora destroyed and partly
destroyed roofs, the sheds remain intact.
Railway installations within the Base Militaire
were untouched and the two blocks of sheds at the
Western end of the Mole were also \jntouched.

Pegasus" was hit

The

It is confirmed that the

Comment,

amidships, causing a fire-..
Port.

VaughllnIt is confirmed that the destroyer
received a direct hit, but did not sink,

dismantled and u.sed by the Army as an
Pour sailors were killed.

The

gun was
A.A. gun.

Shipping. aft

/ 4
o o e o



BEYROUTH (cont) 4

Shell Co,

Petrol

Inatallationa *
Tin' factory destroyed. General store burnt
out. Roof of 1 tank blown off. Others

perforated by blast and a;plinters, 120 tons
lubricating oil destroyed. 90 tons aviation
spirifdestroyed, 50 tons M/t spirit des
troyed,

A direct hit was scored on a tank filled with

400 tons of gasoil. The only daina,ge idone was
to blow off the roof, Bonib splinters
perforated the tank, but did not reach the
level of the gasoil. The gasoil did not catch
fire.

Coimnent,

Socony Vacuum Co,

Daim.ge nil.

Nation Co, (Adjacent to S,V,C)

No bombs hit the target.

One bomb hit side of building where pumps
were stored, doing a little damage to the
building. 37 barrels containing 9360 litres
of petrol were burnt.
One bomb fell half a metre away from one of
the big tanks, causing a big hole in the s'Ide
of the tank and rendering it unserviceable.
Two other big tanks and two small tanka were
perforated by bomb splinters.

All the tanks were empty. Vifith the exception
of one tank, all the othfe'rs are repairable.
There were no casualties,

Mantacheff & Co, (Adjacent to National Co.)

r 1

Comment

One bomb fell on a shed containing the records.
Shed gutted.
One bomb fell on a shed containing petrol pumps,
destroyed them all.
containing the following were destroyed;-

A number of barrels

Mineral Oil 1776 kilos valued at £S, 962
2 tons

15 tons

Petrol
Benzine

II If
210I'<3

II
£8. 3169.

C omment. A bomb happened to fall in front of the entrance
to the Installation just as a passenger train
from Djoune was passing. A carriage was hit and
fourteen people killed.

Sbc. de Nafte. (S.L.O.C. )

Three bombs fell near tanks and two tanks were
perforated by bomb splinters. The tanks were
empty. Barrels containing 1400 litres of petrol
v/ere burnt (20 barrels).

No casualties. A ndmber of bombs fell in the
sea near this point.

One bomb fell in the drive 25 yards away from
and directly opposite the main entrance,causing
a fairly substantial amount of blast damge.

Comment.

The Residency,
Beyrouth,

/ 5
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One bomb fell in drive 25 yards away from
and opposite North comer of the building,
doing"a limited amount of superficial damage.
Two direct hits through the smoking room (and
bar) In the North V^est corner of taie building,
causing two metre holes in the roof and doing
a lot of superficial damage to the walls.
One bomb hit' roof of verandah adjoining the
smoking room. Pair daim.ge.
One bomb fell three metres away from the centre
of the West side of the building (staircase)
blowing in all the windows and doing a lot of
damage to the woodwork and causing a lot of
superficial damage to the walls.
Six bombs were counted in the racecourse about
250/440 yards away.
Two bombs were not accounted for.

The Southern end of the building was hardly
touched,
three almost direct hits

certainly no shell,
intact, the walls are still standing, as is the
verandah; the building is not wrecked and ban
be repaired in a fairly short space of time.
What effect the bombing has had on the foundations
is not known.

Reports that General Dentz was in the Residency
at the time are not confirmed, Itoe, Dentz would
normally be in the building at that time, but
happened by some coincidence to be in Aley on that
day.

The main damage to civilian property was caused
in the area near the Port, the Rue Gourand
(parallel to -the PPrt) and the Armenian Qua. rter
near the Abattoirs,
1 X 500 lb. bomb fell 1 metre from the Omar Mosque
in the Sursuck Suk, damaged the wall of the
Mosque and completely destroyed two big blocks of
flats (4 storeys).
3 unexploded bombs fell into the Mimicipality,
1 through t-he Director’s room,

1 big block of flats in the Suk Jamil was
destroyed,
A number of bombs fell in the Rue Gouraud at
intervals of 100 yards, destroying several houses
and damaging several others.
Six bombs fell very near the Regie Tabacs buildings,
damaging them pretty badly. (Rue Boitros Dagher).
A number of incendiaries fell on the tram sheds,
doing no damage at all,
A nuxdber of bombs fell near the Abattoirs, though
none of them were direct and only a very little
superficial damage was done.
Pour bombs fell on the Armenian Quarter (tin huts)
near the Abattoirs, des'troying a number of huts
and killing 20 persons.
Three bombs were drooped near the Garage Munl'cipale
destroying two houses and killing six persons.

The total numbeh of houses seriously damaged is
estima.ted at 50.

The total number of killed 3s estimated at about
sixty-four.
The total' number of wounded is estimated at
about 108.

In spite of three direct hits and
tibe building is

Most of the roof is still

The Residency,
Beyrouth,

C omment,

Beyrouth
Civil,

/ 6
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Itnis difficult to ascertain horn much of the
dama ge suffered by civilian property can be
attributed to the R.A.P. bombing. Bomb pieces
and fragments of German origin have been found

the American University and on the Boulevardnear

Beyrouth
Civil.
(Comment)

Nahr el Beyrouth, and there is no do\i)t that
German bombs are responsible for a proportion
of the damage.

HAm!ANA DW*

$here are two main dumps at Haramana, situated
at about two miles from the village and to the West;-

One dump, distributed along terraces and hidden
in a pine wood, was not touched at all.

The other dump, situated about 440 yards away,
was located by the R.A.P. and bombed.

The first raid on the d\imp on 9/7/41 was
unfruitful. The second raid on 10/7/41 was more
successful.

1,

2.

General,

Description of D\nnp.

The dumps are composed of two mnln types of
buildings *-

Walls built

Roof of
Larger type, 30* x 28* x 18* high,
of perforated bricks 5"''thick, T
ferroconcrete, 9" thick.

Smaller type.18’ x 18* x 15* high, ¥/alls built
of perforated bricks thick. Roof of
ferroconcrete 9" thick.

1.

2.

Thfe're are 55 large type dump buildings at 75 yards
intervals,

There are 12 small type dump buildings at 75 yards
Intervals ̂

Damage.

One dtimp building containing bombs received a direct
hit through the roof causing a 3/4 metre hole in the roof. The
force of the explosion exnended itself on the roof and the boi±>s
were left undamaged.

One dump building was hit by a bomb and blew up, causing
a tremendous explosion.

One incendiary fell near the above dump, setting the
grass on fire and burning a car.

One bomb fell in betYireen a cluster of' dumps, causing
a hugh crater of 10 yards deep ahd 45 yards wide. This explosion
caused considerable blast damage.

Summary,

A total of 34 dur/ip buildings were affected by the bomb

Of these-, 12 dump buildings’'had at least two sides of the
Doors blasted in.

raids,

walls blown aviray.

/ 7



V

HATONA DWP.

Summary,

Six dump buildln!^s had their roofs blown off,
Sixteeti dump buildins-s suffered lesser damge, such as

Doors

blasted,

blasted in doors.

The galvanised roofs of ten sheds (large) were torn
off as the 'result of blast, though nothing, in the sheds themselves
was damaged. The sheds were; filling sheds, lathe and repair
workshops, carpenter's shops, etc.

The N.C.O's barracks lost all their window panes as
the result of blast.

The electricity supply was destroyed.

About 50!f of the buildings were affected in varying
degrees by bombs and blast, and yet only about 3.5^ of the
amm-unition and bombs was destroyed. The ins.in reason for this'

discrepancy can be attributed to the fact that the ordinary G.P.
(instantaneous bomb) is ineffective against 8" ferroconcrete roofs,

RAYAK.

Most of the boi±>'s fell in the Worth East end’

of the aerodrome. None fell in the Southern,
where the new large hangars are situtated, and
there were only two direct hits on the repair
hangars, both of which failed to explode.

Two bombs destroyed M/t garage at N,E. entrance.
Big fire.
Pour bombs fell near the Station Commander's Office

and Meteorological Station, causing superficial bomb
splinter damage to the v^ralls. One direct hit (250
lb) on administrative building opposite Meteorological
Offices, Bomb expended Itself on roof and caused
little interior daimge. 4 other bontos exploded very
near the sam'e building, causing superficial dairo.ge
to the walls.

2 unexploded boirbs through machine and lathe workshop
hangar roof, (Two direct hits on one of the main
workshops),
2 bombs at North end of wall of \vater pumphouse, '
rendering the machinery temporarily unserviceable,
1 borrib (250 lb. ) direct hit on the hospital,
destroying S.E. corner of the building.
3 other bombs fell very close to the hospital,
causing superficial blast damag'e to the walls, and
destroying all the window panes.
1 bomb direct hit on N,W. corner of the W,C.O’s

Mess, situated at the function of the Rayak-
Baalbek road,

fell near the building-s. doing a fairly high amourr*-
of superficial damage to walls, etc., throi:!gh bomb
splinters,
3 bombs fell very near the Recreation Hall (F
in the rear of the building, doing a lot of super
ficial damage to the walls.

In this vicinity, about 12 bombs

.)C*
• *

Aerodrome.

Summary of
Dama ge.

1 Dewoitlne was fo'anc! burnt out on the landing 'gro'ond.
1 Leo was also found wlt!:i smashed undercarriage.
1 Leo T/as found in a field near the aerodrome,
nartly burnt out.

/ ,8
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5 Potez 63 found In repair workshop hangar,
two riddles with raachlne-gun bullets, the
third seemdd fairly serviceable.

Raid on 24/6/41.

Direct hit on a I-Iartmann engine, destroying it
completely.
Explosion on first engine destroyed tender of
another engine in front of It,
1 bomb fell in the middle of a h-uge pile of
wood nearby, exploded, but failed to Ignite the
wood.
1 bomb fell 3 metres from another Hartmann

engine, perforating the boiler, but not doing
serious dama.ge.
1 bomb fell near another engine, doing super
ficial damage.
1 bomb fell near a fifth engine',' stripping the
HBtal cover of the cylinder box.
1 bomb direct hit on a covered truck filled
with wood. Truck gutted.

Raid on 28/6/41.

1 bomb fell one metre from two wagons filled
with barrels of petrol. The barrels rolled out
of the wagon, but no petrol was burnt although
the v/agons were rendered partly uriscr .'iC^blc :■

MYAK.
S'ummary of
Dama ge.

Railway
Sidings,

Rayak
Railway'
Sidings,

TALIA.

There Is no Landing Ground at Talla, the
Landing Ground reported as Talia being, in fact,
Majdaloun.

There is, however, a big aminunltlon dum,p.
There were two raids o'h Talia, one on @/7/4-l
and another on 10/7/41,

Raid on 6/7/41.

Seven fighters machine gunned a dump of
ammunition and destroyed a dump of 105 mm,she 11s.

Raid on 10/7/41.

Out of a total of 126 dispersed dumps, 35 dumps
Y;ere completely destroyed. The following damage
was caused;-

General.

124,661 destroyed
(i.e. 75/)

2,159 destroyed.
13,435
1,025 "

Explosives 75 ram.

75 mm.shells (A.A.)
65 mm-.shells
^  ram, shells (mountain

guns )
Doullles of 105 imm. ■
Mortar shells 155 mm,
S.A.A-, 7,5 mm..

2,568
e/810

1,565,000

The Talia duvap differed from the Hamru.na one
in that the shells and armunit-.cn were s‘cored
under oi-dlnary galvanised iron sheds, with no
side vcalls at a 11,

Comment.

/ n
-
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A direct hit on a dump of 75 ram shells v^as
responsible for the 35 symjjathetlc explosions,

■ Explosions lasted from 4 p'.m, to 4 a,m.
Three soldiers were killed.

The raid may.be described as very successful,
though It was certainly greatly helped by the
fact- that there was no attem-ot to eamouflage,
no A,A,, and the dumps'’themselves were
completely unprotected.

TALIA.

("Coimnsnt)

DAMASCUS (Mezze)

General

Aerodrome,
The bulldlnffs have suffered no damage apart
from a certain amount of broken panes of glass -
the results of machine-gun attacks. They were
on no occasion a target of our boniber operations.
The following aircraft were ground strafed and
destroyeds-

1 Leo riddled with bullets, lying on its belly,
1 Leo burnt out by incendiary machine-gun
bullets.

1 Leo tailpiece riddled with machine-gun bullets,
1 Leo in hangar with machine~g\in'bullets through
its fuselage. Not badly dattP-ged,
1 JU, 52 with ’Iraqi markings', bearing evidence
of ha.vlng been ma.chine-gunned.

Comment. Bombs falling on runways proved Ineffective In
the dry weather, add damage was easily and
quickly repairable.

SU’^EIDA,

The Note; Operations against this target were
subject to the limitations that for political
reasons, it was Undesirable that any bombs should
fall in the town. The act-ua. 1 target area was
the Citadel and the Citb Militalre, which occupy
an area about a. quarter of a mile square v/lthin
300 yards of the nearest pa rt of the town.

Citadel.

1 bomb burst through stable, causing no damage.
Horses had already been withdrawn,
2 bombs hit barracks opposite stables, doing
superficial datmge,
1 250 lb,bomb fell 1 metre from a big magazine
next to a 105 mm, gun, tearing a big hole through
the ferroconcrete 8” roof, and setting fire to
a case of shells. Although the shells blew up
there were no sympathetic exploslons''to the
other cases that were stacked around,

2 bonh's' fell through railway shed, doing no
dair- .ge,
1 bomb fell on water main leading to station,
cutting water supply off for half an hour.

1 bomb fell through roof of Veterinary Clinic,
destroying: it. 9 bombs fell near various par-ts
of barrack b'dlldino’s, doing superficial damage
to the walls.
18 bombs'-fell outside the barracks in the

vicinity.

Ouartier

Vergne ''
Barracks,

2 bombs ■'ell through the stables, doing noouartie r

Buqsin. damage,
1 bomb' fell through another stable, doing no
damage,

/ 10.
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SUWEIDA.

Artillery
Barracks.

1 bomb fell two metres from a small ammunition
and shell dum|3 and set fire to a case of small
aerial bomb's. There were no sympathetic
explosions.
1 bomb fell 1 metre from another small stone
built shed containing dynamite and gelignite,
grazed a base of gelignite but caused no
explosion,
1 bomb fell 1 metre from another stone built
shed filled, with hand grenades, blew up one case
of hand gre'nades, but caused no sympathetic
explosions.

Raid on 58/6/41.

Three bombs straddled a railway siding (covered)..
1 kilo South of the main siding, doing the
following damage

1 waga-on filled with coal completely gutted,
2 wagons blasted off'-the rails, partially
damaged (renalrablb). Railway lines in the close
vicinity turned up,
1 bomb fell 1 metre from an'ermoured military
waggon, blasting the turret,
1 engine machine-gunned (already repaired).

Raid on 9/7/41,

Railway
sidings*

It is reported that no bombs fell on the railway
sidings .'hiring this raid and no dai®.ge was done
to the i l.,^..y or raily/ay installations. Most of
the bonhs fell in the empty and open fields to
the Ea,st of the station.

Raid on 11/7/41,

Results nil, Dam.!^ge nil. No stores were hit,
thoui^a the Recre.ation Hall of th'e Rayak aerodrome,
about 50 metres across the road, was touched by
bomb splinters,
the bridge crossing' the railway line (on the
Baalbek-Rayak road).

It iSjOf interest to note that three bombs hit
three different' and separate stone built ammunition
and shell dumns, blew up a case of shells, and yet
did not exnlode the other cases of shells' which

were stacked around, below and adjoining.
The first time pamphlets were thrown over Suweida
everybody was anxious to get a copy and nobody
took shelter,

dropped, a bomb was dropTOd as a farewell present.
Two soldiers were killfe'd. This caused a very
unfavour-^ble Imnression,

One bomb grazed the corner of

Just as the loamphlets had been

C omment,

KI2brE AREA.

A’adlieh. t the time of the air raid there were no drench

troops in the village, because they had already
retired to the Jebel Eswad,

A number of bombs fell on the village, doing the
following dam''vge;-
6 houses' totally destroyed and a nuii-iber partially
affected.

6000 kilos of corn destroyed by fire.

/ 11.



11.

K.ISWE AREA.

A’Adlleh.

(cont’d)
4 persons killed.''
6 persons wounded.

Comment, There were no military objectives in the village
since the Vichy troops had already retired.
There were no military supolles in the village.

At the time of the mid, the French troops
had already retired to the Jebel Eswad, There
were no military dumps or suoplles in the village.
The following damage was caused;-

6/7 houses totally destroyed,
9 persons killed.'
4 persons wounded,
100 head of cattle killed,

1200 dunlms of com destroyed by fire.

At the time of the air raid there were no

French troops in the village, having already
retired to the Jebel Eswad, The following damage
was ca\ised;-

/ ̂

Hirjllleh.

Najha.

5 houses destroyed totally, and a number partially,
2 oersons wounded, none killed.

The large fires caused were due to burning corn,
not to military supnlles.

This villave was raided twice, on
19/6/41. The following damage wa

4 ”

About 8 houses totally destroyed.
6 persons kllle d,
5/6 wounded.

There were no military targets in the village
at the time.

18/6/41 and
ca-used- o

Comment,

ana,

Comment.

BEIT ED DINE AREA.

Belt ed Dine.

The Citadel.
There were 11 direct hits (If not more) on the
Citadel, distributed in the follov>rlng places

2 bombs in the guardroom',
2 through the new prison. The prisofiers had
already been transferred to Beyr'duth,
2 in the courtyard of the prison,
2 direct hits in the Delr el Harlm (ladies
quarters)
1 through the old b-i thrdoms, destroying the
hot water installations, ■

1 x 500 lb bomb fell 1 metre from the N,E, end
t he f ormda 13 ons &l.ad

East side.

of the citadel,

blasting all the '(Adnd.ows on bhe

The Village. About 9 houses were destroyed in the village,
though no cas'aaltles were suc'A’ered by the civil
population owing th the fact that they had alread'j'
■taken to the hillso
Among the military two soldiers were killed and
14 mules killed.

,,12,/ , , -
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BEIT ED DINE AREA.

It is reported that General Arlaboss was
present during the first raid and General
Dentz present during the second.
After the first raid, all the ammunition which
had been hidden in the village was transferred
to Barouk and Ein Zhalta. ,

No dams-ge as a result of air attack was seen,
apart from about 12 M/T which might have either
been''ground~strafed or destroyed by artillery
fire,

.  About 18 M/T were destroyed by ground-strafing
on the Barouk-Nahr es Safa road, Bo^' damage
in the village and on the bridge - nil.

Comment*

Kiswe,

Nahr es Safa

After the raids on Beit-ed-Dlne on the 7/7/41,
the Vichy forces transferred their amm^ltion
dump to an olive grove' 1-^ kilos East of Barouk
on the Ein Zhalta road. A nu^er of boAs
fell very close to the dump but no'di:^ct hits
were registered and damage was nil. On the
other hand, 20 M/T were destroyed as a result
of aircraft machine-gun attacks, ' ^ . v, 4-

6 Legion Etranger stated tha.tA Sergeant of the

Barouk,

, ^ ̂
three^Brltlsh aircraft had been shot down near
Barouk,

Damage nil.

DanHge nil.

amour.

Jlsr el Q.adi
Bridge,

Damage nil.Dimas




