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PART Jo

RUPORT BY THE COMUANDING OFFICER
265 (F) SOUADRON.
Appendix “AY Copbat Reporisg,
The following summery is submitted of the activities of

263 fquadron b etween April 20th to May lmt, 1940,

t 14,00 hrse Eighteen alrcraft left Filton for
Bealand, 15,00 hva. eighteen aircraft arrived Sealand.

Hote. Warning had been given by signel to 8taff of

Sealand that elrcraft would arrive at 156,00 hrs., and
therefors the C.F.I. had taken the wise precaution of
keeping the aerodrome c¢lear of sk initic Tlying.

17,00 hre, Eighteen eivceraft left Sealand for
Pregtwiaks 19.45 hes, Fifteen alircraeft arrived
regiwielk,

-
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Hota. Three Gladiatcrs were unable Lo procosd past
Blackpool owing te very bad visibility conditions and
therefore returned (o Sesland.

00,85 hrss Fifteen pilons embgeked on HoMe8e
Glonricus. 14,00 hrse Fourtaen Giadlator eircraft
Landed on IH.M.8. Glorious.

Hote, One Gladiator was landed in the Sea some itwo
hundred yards astern of the H.i.8. Glorious. Fleet
Air Arm Pilot uninjured, aircraft total loss.

Aprili £2nd.

3o

Pour Gladiators were flown on to H.M.S. Glorious.
Three pilots 263 were embarked by launch from Scapa Flow.

Note, 263 Squadron at 15,30 hrs. complete to strength ae
requ%red by Adr Ministry. Eighteen Gladistors and

"Eighteen Pilots.

The following is a list of Pilots that embarked:

S/Ldr’a J.We Donaldson.
F/Lto RoB8s Mills,

P/Q, Jacobson.

- P/0 Mo.Numareo

P/0 Purdy.

P/0 Wyatt-8mith.
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P70, Hughee,

2/0, Bentley.

- B/0. WeEKsnris.

?/0. Richards,

PO, Csrpenteyr.

PG, Craig-sdems,

P/0. Homg.

fevgeant Pilpt Risasll.
Bergeant Pllot Kitchensr,
Sergeant Pliot Milligsu,
Sergeant Pilot Waall,
Bergeant Pilot Porrest.

Kote. 13 Officers.
& Ssrgeant Pilobs,

Ho

12.00 hours. Captain of H.M.S. Glorious gave Officer
Commanding 263 Sguadron warning that Sguadron must be
prepared to f£ly off the Carrier @ithin three hours,

Nota.Weather conlitions were not good. In the vieinity
%%ere were local snow showarg and it was asgertained that
the wosition of the ship wap about 250 miles from the shore.
The Sguadron Commander thon gonsulted with the Csptaln of
the Glorigus and asked him fto produce two Skuas 50 navigete
two Tormaticns of nlne airiraft to the frozen lake, The
Ceptein very kindly sgreed: this esction was wost appreciated.

4 47,00 hours, Nine Gladiateors took o 'f from the H.M.8.
Giorious for frozen Laks at Legjaskogen. i7.30 nours. Nine
Giladiatore took off from H.M.8. Glorioue ¥or frozen Lake at
Lesjeskogen., One Skua led sach formation.

Note.Por the information of R,A.F. pilots who may be 2allied
uton to take 01” from a carrier in futurs i1t is polinted out
urat_ providaed ths take=pf? is mede with cars, ihere may be
ne anxiety'fer the gafety of ths average piiot.

19.00 hours. Righteea alreraft landed on lake af
LeBgeskogen.

it wag notieced by Sgquadron Commander and Flignt
Cemuander that whe road and railway itine hastwsen Aasndsliuanss
and the Lake had a coutinunus zerligs of bomb craters on #ach
- side situated itn groups at approxXimately mils iatervals the
whole way down, A conferance was held on landing., habtween
Squadron Commarnder end Piight Commandsv concerning tnes
obgervations made and it was dapided 1“&’ the Wﬁ;gn Comaandep
should maxke a reconnslzesnce of ithe vallsy tovw"i the froni
iine. On landing the Flgg‘u Comnandae reported tnal =inliar
aonditioans axiﬁ“%d'ﬁOWawd she freont Ling ani “ wzyg trarsiors
gonzidersd that the siltuaticn was most sriiical
astivity in the disteict was of ithe mopt ’8?3?& [(ERAVE oL

Tn view of this epproniation the dguedron Commaader
dseidsd baat iittle operations could be undewrakan and that
the aqpacfcn airerait muet be ussd solely Tor the defence of
ite very exighence Tnis decislon serious sa it was,

T eonsidering the mi&luary sttuaslon wihich desperatsly “needed
Air Co=-operation through eonstant bombﬂng along its onliy
tine of communications, showed that the placin: ©f the
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Squadron in this particular area was dangercus and difficult
end that the decision of the Squadron Commender subsequently
proved to be corredst. :

Three aireraft were ordered to accelerate their
refuelling and come %o e state of ismmedlate resdiness,
Pilots sitting in cock-pits ready to teke off and air-
crafthands stending by ready to start up. Pilots. were
ordered to teke off immedietely any airoraft was sighted
and if hostile it must be destroyed at all costs, to
prevent reports reaching the enemy.

21.30 hours as it was becoming semi-dark two
aireraft were sighted and the Section took off to intercept.
One airecraft was unable to start its engine soon enough
and was lefi behind. One interception was suceessful, but
both airoraft were identified as Norwegian, Our two

airerarft made a landing in the dark without the aid of

any night {lylng equipment and one pilot who applied his
braxes too severely on the runway burst a tyre. Although
this slight mishap heppened, it is considered that credit
is due to these two pilots, Sergeant Pilot Kitchener and
Sergeant Pilot Milligan, '

- A% 22,00 hours all eighteen aircraft had bsen rsfuelled
and dispersed arcund the perimeter of the lake, placed in
most cases as near ae the snow drifts permitited to the
edges of the woods, Four aircraft were placed along the
runway at 100 yard intervals.

22,30 hours two aireraft had landed and were refuelled,

- Limited guards were placed around the aircraft. Owing to

the shortage of perscnnel pilots were included in this duty,

Qraers,

Orders were isgued being based upon the defence of
ihe aerodrome as follows,

03.00 houvurs to dusk ,..

One seciion to patrol the asrodrome at 6,000 feet
for two hours and to be velieved in the air,

Two sectiong at stand by, Pilots in cockpits.

One sectiion available at 15 minutbes,

inutes of Conference.

1
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A conference was held between Wing Commander Keens
Squadron Leader Dongldson, Flight Lieutenant Mills,

Chief Norwegian Air Ipree,

. Sguadron Leader Whitnay-8traight, and Captain Uwin

It was represented by the ¢.0. of 26% Squadron
that it -was quite apparent that the Squadron ocould not
possible operate successfully from a frozen lake. With
huge snow drifts surraunding the runweys, the roadway
cut was melting. This view was based on the lack of
equipment, spaves, quick rearming and refuelling facili-
ties, grave shoriage o trained personnel, i.a. there
was only one armourer who was obvicusly incapable of
maintaining 72 browning guns. It was urgently emphasised
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that other landing sites saould be found at the earliest
possible moment, Petrol aad belted emmunition to be
deposited at these landing sites, It was. .

stated that the surrounding countey did not offer sites
for this purpose, even wita the aid of engineering
personnel. BEnemy intelligence was then disocussed con-
cerning previous Qerman al:» operations in this theatre
of opesrations.

VWie were informed by Captain Uwin that the enemy werse
employlng a considsreble number of aircraft in bombing
operations in a swift and resolute manher, employing the
mest ruthless methods in bombing military and non-military
tergets, Parachubte troops hed been dropped in large numbers
and the methods employed by German Officers in shooting
German troops who were unwilling or frightened to leave the
aircraft ¢learly showed th: worth of our enemies. Some of
these troops he explained were forced to jump into snow-drifts
Trom a low altitude withoui’ parschutes. Quite a number of :
these men wera found %o have been seriously wounded by their
Tell and with bullet wounda caused by their Officers shooting
thew, Those using parachuies had indicated that they were
surrendering and had throw:a hand-grenades at their would-be
ceptors. This practice was sasily dealt with in a suitable
manner, .

1t was requested by tae Army authorities thet patrols
should be despatched to strengthen the morale of the Naval,
Army, and Norweglan personnel who had been suffering through
constant bombardment by the .enemy ailr forces withoui rest
for fourteen days, This was agreed to with limitations.

April 28t

operatbions,

It is necessary to point out that due to the severe
frosts experienced at night and being situated on ice, the
carburettors and aireraft controls were frozen, Rvery
effort was mede to have the oll emptied from the airoraft

©0 be-heated but this was 1ot poassible, The starting of engines

would have been simplified hed the 8quadron starter batiteries
been availeble. Howevar, some were run during the night. The
Scuadron made superhuman efforts to start the engines, and at
04.45 hours two aiveraft wore able to take off, and patrol

the bage. This patrol inisrcepted and successfully atitacked
one He,1l1lb. This aircraft was destroyed. Two He,lll were
sighted at great range, bu’s no attack was made. Two enemy
reconnaigsance asircraft He.lll bombed the lake at 05.00 hours.
Ne damage was done.,

At 07,45 hours, the enemy commenced bombing operations
againsgt the Sguedron and these atbacks were continuous
throvgh~out the day until dusk, These operations consisted
of Bombing and maghine gunning with front and rear gun from
altitudes of BQO feet t0 6.000 feet. The enemy employsd
Termations of three which made their approach to within some
distance of the asrodrome and broke up their formation and
made individual attecks. In one caege only did the enemy
approach the aevodrome in vic formation and drop a salvo of
twelve bombs. This attack was successful inasmuch that four
alrcraft were destroyed and three pllots wounded, and the
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Bquadron C.0. was concussed by the effect of the bombs.
These. orficers were endeavouring to start thelr aircoraft
and it was due to the fact that the bombs fell on the

ice end were nullified to a great extent by ths bombs
penetrating the ice bafore expleding, thai serious
cagualties did not occur. After this sttack this forma-
tion of enemy airoraft attacked the persennel by machine
gunning. The nearest shelter being trees amld snow-drifts
some fifty yards away, PFrom this time onwards, the
8quadron could not rely on the ground personnel for any
agsistance when enemy alreraft were approaching the asero-
drome. The Officers and Sergeant pllots therefore had to
raly on thelr own resiyurcee and efforts for the rearming
and refuelling of air:raft, Many brave acts were performed
by the pilote during the course of the day. They carried
out these duties whilat bombs were bursting near them and
wnen being machine guined at the sams time, During the
enemy attack at 07.45 hours, Pilot Officer Purdy was
severely burnt on the face and hands which was caused by

a. bomb bursting immediately im front of the alrcraft he
was sitting in, which the Squadron Commender was sndeavour-
ing to stert., This officer vefused to have his wounds
dressed and carried oa hig duties rendering great assistance
+o the Squadron, During e later attack Pilot Officer
Craig-Adams when sndeavouring to atart his aircraft was
wounded by shrapunel; this Officer after having nis wounds
dressed took off and cavried out a patrol. During this

- attack two Gladiator alreraflt which were awaiting to be

refuslled were set on fire by enemy action, It 1s desired
to point out that due to impossible conditions 1t took
anything up to an hour and a half for alrcraft to be
refuelled and rearmed, and many of the Squedrop aircrafi
were destpoyed due to this reason.

A% 09.00 hours Flight Lisutenant Mills managed to
start hisg aireraft whilst under machine gun fire., He took
off to patrol the laks and for the next 30 mimutes this
Officer pravented eneny ailrcraft ehemy airocraft from making
decigive attacks on the asrodrome and durlng this period
gix ailrcraft were abls to take off. One section malntained
its patrol over the base, whilest the other section patrolled
the frant liue to prevent German recomnsissence aireraft fram
8potting for their fisld guns, In the mean time Flight Lieu-
tenant Mills engaged 3ix He.11ll ai various times during his
flight, and one of which was obsorved to retreat with its por.
engine on fire and was subeequently confirmed as a vietory.

During one of th2 early morning patrols Pilot Officer
Hughes attacked a Ju.,38. This 0fficer managed to fire
three ghort burste from an astern attack. The enemy aipr-
craft turned on o this (Qfficer very quickly compelling
him %o dive out of range, the enemy despite his superior
spead did not take up pursuit.

At 11.00 houre Szrgeant Pilot Forrest took off in
Gladiator N.B706 and Clew for twenty mlimautes patrolling
the lake and his engine cut out a height of 3,000 feet
due to fallure to tura over on to main tank when teking
of . A puacessful landing was however made in the soft
snow neaer vhe lake, tals aircraft was destroyed by ensmy
acticn shortly after, It 1s necessary to polnt out thaet

“this Sergeant made nc effort to restart his alrcraft

after landing, and it is considered that thils could have
bean done, :
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At 12,00 hours Pilot Officer McNamara leading a sectior
during hia patrol over base engaged an He.l1lll and, using full
deflection tacties, secured a vietory. The aircraft wae ‘
seen by ell persomnel on the leke to spin in shortly after
his attack. This had great e:’fect upon the ground personnel;
as much cheering was heard from around the lake. The aircraft
was also seen to have white smoke gushing out of its port
engine, prior to the moment of losing final control.- The
pilot o thisg sireraft mas taken prisoner and was found to
have & bullet wound in cghsak.

12.30 hours. A%t this period the Sguadron had lost ten
@ladigtor aircraft by enemy borbing action. Aircraft were
destroyed whilst waiting to be refuslled and rsarmed, only four
were destroyed without having :"lown. Two aireraft only received
direet hits, the cothers were sut alight by bombs landing close
By s¢e«e Within approximately “en vards. )

At 13,00 bours Pilot Officer Richards took off and attacksd
e He.1ll vsing all his ammunit.on during this attack. The
attack was an sstern attack. It wae observed by the ground
personnel that this aircraft hud its port engine on fire and
was losing height behind the luke. Howsver the wreckage of
this aireraft was not found and it is aspumed that this was an
unconfirmed victory.

At 13,06 hours the aerodrome was attacked by three He.,1lll:
8/Ldr. Donaldson snd F/Lt. Milis were endeavouring to start
their aircra®™t and take off. /0. Purdy was giving sssistance
but as this atteck was particularly vieious during which a
salvo of twelve bombs were Adronped near the ailreraft it was
decided tn take shelter as the enemy then commenced to ground
straff the personnel. : There was a machine gun post near this
part of the iske that had been deserted and F/Lt. Mills and
P/0. Purdy ran to this position through the snow drifis te
operate the gun againsgt the at.acking aircraft. It is
congidered that the run over the ice on top of the snow by
these twe Officers was particuiarly brave as the distance was
gsome 60 yards and the machlne ;un bullets were striking the
ice in amongst them and ricochating off. The machine gun was
then menned with F/Lt. Mills f.ring and P/0 Purdy leading the
armunition in, it wag observed that their fire was accurate
(tracer) and the enemy alrcraf’ broke off their ground straffing.
This enabled two aireraft %o ba started by the three officers,
but in the mean time a He.1lll ad commenced operatlions against
the lake, this atback was ignored and aireraft took off during
machine gun fire, The airera®™ were piloted by S/Ldr. Donaldson
and F/Tt. Mills. A patrol wai carried oubt over the valley and
the enemy occupied positions wire inspected. The patrol then
returned to the leke and was ettended to Aandslsnes, but no
snemy aircraft were sighted during this stage of the flight,
which had lagted an hour and a half. The formation then
returned to the lake and many,ungagements were made with enemy
aircraft until these Officers vere compelled t¢ land through
shortage of petrol. The engazéments are ag follows :

Two He.1l1ll were attacked hen nearing the lake, one He.lll
wag destroyed after these offisers had completed their first
attack which was of the full d&sflection type. The wreockage
of this aireraft was inspected later and the pilot was found
to have been ssriously injured and had eventually committed
auicide. This was confirmed as a victory. The other He.lll
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" of theze two alverafi as he had then to albtack three
w

pas seen Ly grownd pergonnel To be losing nelght
peniGly wich dvs sterboard engine gusing with white smok«
and nart of the main plane on Tire. 8/Ldr. Donaldson i
proceeded to atiack & singls He.lll- This alrcraft was
deptroyed and was seen to crash into the valley. approeschi,
sandalsnes with #/Lt. Mills following close behind watehin:.
Thisg airceaft wag subsequently inspected.’ . Full . '
derlsction atiack was employed and ths pilet was found to
be killed. : .

F/Tt, Wills states that on attempting to rejoin his
Commanding Officer. he was 2ble to wiltness his €, 0. atiack
a Fformation of three He.lll which were spproaching to
attack the lake. Th:iis fermation was dispersed and two
aireraft were seen to be in difficultiss. It seemed tc
¥/ut. Mills that the deflection attack from the quarter hesd
on position caused confusiocn amongst the enewy pllots.
. Mills in his. repovt was unable to wateh the progress
al He.1l1ll: in which he silenced two resr gunnere

sed them to break of? their attacks against the lake.
One sirveraft was seen by ground personnel in difflculties.
hut-this airveraft cannot be claimed as a confilrmed victory.
no wraeckage being Tound, due no doubt to the mountalnous
country and difficuluwy of transport. :

At about 14.850 hours two He.1ll were cbserved approach-
ing the sevodrome, one from the EBast end one from the West.
S/Ldr. Doneldson gave a visual signal to F/Lt. Mills to
attack the one approsching from the East whilst §/Ldr.
Donaldson attacked the one approaching from the West. Ieth
attacks were carried out successfully bubt there 1s no
evidence tc ghow tha: any damage was caused to either
alrecraft. Both eneny sireraft disappearsd from the vieinit
of the lske. 8/Ldr Donaldson had by this time rum out of -
ammnition in three o»f his guns. bul there were a few
rounds left in the port imner. 1t 'was decided to maie &
‘landing to re-arm and refuel. ‘8/1dr. Donaldson ordsred
P/Lt. Mills by visual signal to land first with the
intention of ecovering his landing.  Botvh airecraft had hLesn
airborne far 2 hours 15 minutes. F/Lt. Mills then
nroceeded to make a lsnding on the lake. whilst §/Ldr.

Donaldson patrolled the base at 2000 £t.  Very shortly
afterwards four aircrealt were observed approsching the laks

-

from a souwtherly divaction. 8/Ldr. Donaldson immediately
attacked the formation. He fired a very short burst and
ran- out of pstrol on main tank and switched over o reserve
tank, engine picking up immediatelys From this time
onwards he found that he was being completely outmanceuveret.
and therefore decided to bresk. off engegement by diving
away. Three of the attacking aircraft were lost during
this menceuwvre but the cther followed closely. All four
aircraft were able tn fire several bursis but were unable:
to obtain hiits owing to the evasicn tactics employsd by
his Officer. After three had heen lost, the aircraft

t followsd closely was able to filre several bursis
uring the course of the next £/10 minutes at the
Giadiator now flying as close as possible to the ground.
Pinally by applying viclent righ% rudder and completing a
1oop this aircraft placed himself behind the Ju.88 in a ver;
steep ravine. The Ju.88 thsrsupon broke off the engags-
ment. Tn the meantime F/Lb. Mills was about to larnd. bub
noticing thet all ground personnel wers not visible

suspected thet fhs sercdrome Wwas about to be attacked end
fool hia dladiater off again from the position ¢f touch-

aial
dawn. v vompletirg s haif circuit he noticed that tha
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Ji3 88 were atouy T clitazk the ameroderome and thie Officer

cepried out 3 defleciion atiagk. The enemy ailrcraft broke
wp their formaticn ard formed tirs astern. and proceeded
T deliver 2ttacks. It was ctserved from the ground that

when the Gladiaver wesz wiihin s range of approximetely
500/500 yerds the enemy would open fire with their front
canucn. and thé shells were sesen to burst arocund the :
Gladiatcr airsraflt. Thiz Officer was practieally out of
petrel and only had cne gun firing. High pressure oil

wae gushing out of the high pressure trigger motor system.
The cowkat lasted for apprezimately ten minutéds, and the
pilaot states that he found himselr being out manoeuvred

and cut climbed. It is suggested that the Ju.88 was. no%
turning quicker than the Gladiator, but the advantags lay

in vhe Taet that the Ju.88 was able to dive on the Gladiator,
elimi up and 4t short the turn of the Gladiator. Tt was
only due %o sercvatvic manceuvres that the pllot was able %o
prevent scocurate fire. It was only when the pilot altered
his taotics end attempted teo eollide with the Ju.88 that
hits were scored on his aircrafh. One interplane strut

end the top of cne of his starboard cylinders was seriously
damaged,. but in no way affectéd the flying of the aireraft.
These manceuvres however causéd the Ju.88 to discontinue the
attacks snd t¢ withdraw from combat. The Gladiator then
commenced te¢ climb and when the Ju.88s were practically

out of aight his engine cut through lack of petvol. F/Lt.
Mills wae able to make a suceessful foreed landing at the
end ~»f the lake. He attempted to examine the effects of the
camnon fire and can only remember that there were large holes
where the shells had struck the fuselage and also a plece

nf the top of the starboard side of one of the eylinders
appeared %0 be missing, but his exemination was cut short

by the ccmmencement of an attack by a He.1lll for which he

vecame the target. The @Gladiator was destroyed by this
attack- 8/1.4r. Donaldson was able to land successfully

on a small plateau which existed at Aandalsnes, in spite of
the faet ithat three Worwegian machine gun posts fired at the
Gladiafcr whilst it was making & forced landing. On
inspecting vhe sireraft after landing it was found that the
airframe ccntained many hite by machine gun fire, and two
hite by cannon fire. The hits by cannon firve were glancing
kicws on vhe gide of the fuselage, and had removed pileces of
canvas a foot long by about twe or three inches but had not
affested the efficiency of the siroraft.

The aerodrome surface was then inspected and it was found
to Le 400 yards by 80 yards. with approximately another 100
yards sioping away ¢to the sea. A dispatoh rider was gent as
scon ag possible as all velsphonic communication was eut,; to
order all serviceable Gladiator aircraft to be flown to this
lending ground as soon as possible, and to bring by ground
party all available petrol and ammwnition, from the lake. Any
aircreft that were completely wrecked and not burnt out were
te be set alight immediately. Four more serviceable aircraft
landed successfully at this landing growmad by 25.465 hours.
S/Ldr, Donaldson proceeded to the lake by lorry to direct the
evacuation. It was found that sleven aireraft had already
been burnt out, and that twe CGladiators remained in a broken
up condition, these were destroyed by Pfire.  Limited transport
was commendesred and eonveyed all pilots; a Pew of the ground

versonnel; and petrol and smmunition, to the new site. It was

found that a Squadron could operate From this landing ground

.
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Two -airveraft were ordered to make reconnaisgance

Tlights to locate other landing sites in the vicinity, and
it was reported that no suitable sites were available but
it was considered thet two could have been made with
limited veconstruelticn. '

One section was ordered to carry out ground straffing
over the enemy position in the district of Kvan, Reports
had then been received that the Germans had made a landing
of troops at Sundalern north east of Aandelgnes. The
gection reported that no movement of troops was observed.
This wes confirmed as the engine of the aivcrati piloied
by B/0. Craig-Adams seized so0lid. The pilot was Fforced
t¢ abandon hig aircreft by parachute as he was over

‘mountainous country vith no place for a forced lending.

the pilot mede a safe landing at Sundalen, end wag neturned
to his uait by the Nerwegion army No German troops were

‘zeen by this officer. The other aircraft wreturned Ho

base sarfely and likevise had no oil pressgure, and was then
considered unservicecble due to the big end seizing up.

‘ With the three vemaining aircraft a section was-
detailed %o patrol over the new base at 10,000 feet.
fendelsnes was then attaclked by a number of He.1lll whiah
~carried out bombing operations from 10.000 ars. until dusk.
The section attempted to engage the enemy aircraft which
were Tlying at an altitude of 26,000 feet, but as the

3

%<
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¥

oxygen plies wele exhausted in the aircrafi and there
being no oxygen supplies availsble For the wnit, the enemy

were able t0 earry oub bombing without any hindrance. end
svored direct hits on the docks. exploding an amnunition

!

S dumpe During the altéynoon one aireraft was made

serviceable ond Pilot Qfficer Jacobson attacked two He. 111
during two £lights. The results of these combats have not
been confimed but it is assumed thatb geveres damege was
inflieted on one of the He.111l, as pavrts of the fuselage -
wers seen to fall froam the enemy which-was losing height.
Deflection attack in both cases was empioyed; the pilot was
certain that he injured the pilote of the He.11ll. A
reconnaissance was cerried out in %thig loeality but no

-wrecksage was Found. The fire of the rear gunners ceased.

after the Tirst attacks.

Owing to lack of petrol flying operations were
continued with the one remaining aircralt. The air-
5 was later inspected and Pound to be in such a state
T 1t would have boen needlessly endangering pilots®
lives to carry ot furthen flights that eould not have
been pursued with any effect. This declsion was
commmicated to Wing Commander Keen s, who, it is understood,
advised Air Ministry of the eircumstances. '

No operations wers carvied out dué to the fact that
thers was no petrol. Hor could the aireraft be made
serviceable, even with the exchange of parts from one
aiveraft to anothen owing to the sbtructursl demage received.
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34 Officers were sent Lo & remine the wreckages of the
nfs vi Cbofleo, iv aﬂsvss +he damage of our machine

€ ent point was olviocus, viz. thalt where

i cackg had been employed, the victory had been
a nop.sc mueh by meterial damage in the working

£ the 8‘T0f8f0a but by sericusly wounding the pilot

and personnel in the enemy alrcraft. In most cases the
deshboard of the pilots' cockpits were found to be smasghed.
Due to the amount of eguipment and length, it is considered.
in the light of Lﬂese.examinationsﬁ that many thousand
rounds must dbe Pired into the fuselage from the aslern
aGUQCx i? sany result is to be obtained and even then it

is doubitful whether a He:11l can bs brougnt down. by the

astern atltack uniess both engines are put out of action.

Ca

Gt

LA
DO
g

E6. The Squadron personnel eceived orders to embark that
on the 8.35. Delius a cuargo ship.

87, The 8.S. Delius sailed and became a target from

-7 08,00 hrg. to 14,00 hrs, Tor continuous bombing attadks by
enemy aircraft. They emnloved high level bombing attacks
and low level bomeﬂg at tacku? end also dive bombing '
bhacks, accompanied by machine gun Tire,

-

(

C

n;

S«8. Delivs arrived.Scaja Flow at 06,00 hres. Pilots
enthbarked on heard tendeyr and were conveyed to Thursc by
:I 0 ﬂ 1":3 2

Hey Snd.

N

39, Arrived London at 20:.00 hrs:

Hote Pilot OfPicer Wyatt-3mith was wounded by shrapnel
when the Squadron pilits were on the deck of the
Sﬂuu Delius aSSwguﬁng to carry ammunition to the
ghip's g, at the rejuest of the Caplain.

QONG,USTONS

1“ A, Qquadﬁoa HUST be 7a”mlv pased and well equipped
theatre of operations; hig includes Squadron
3L, eQﬂlrmuPﬁn snaﬁos, quick startingg refuelling,

[
=
®c~

2. Shelters must also be provided for the personnel
to work on alreraft when undsr Tirs, ag meintenance is
impossible when personnel ars targets for enemy operations.
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3,  Morale effect of sustained bombing has a grave and gerious
effect on all ranks= L

4,  Alvcraft end personnel must bhe camouflaged and clothed ta
harmonise with the immediate sury oundingsg

5, “quhdfow when operating ‘under similar conditlons musi heve
other landing sites with peftrol and ammunition for immediate use. .
It has heen clearly shown that if the enemy declded to attack an aero-
drome, which is pavt of he&v tactics when establishing air superiorit;
it is almost impossible for the personneT to function as they are
expected 9 do. ,
s IE wag obgerved during the four days bombardment that the
cy of the enemy bombing operations was generally good, especially
altitude.

7 The snti eircraft firs from H.M. warships was in most cases
ignored by German pilots, as the she 33 were 31ways bursting some .
CQP°Ld@“Qb7y distance behind tha enemy aivrcraft, t is ventured to

suggcso that the firve control is too ompllcaued and thet if range
findera wero cmp10yed for the Sdublﬁg of the fuses, and gun layers
Lneq allowed to Hake 1nd1VLdua1 action and o aim their sighting
shots well in frent of the approaching aircraft, more decisive
regults would be obtaineds

{i} By obtaining hile on aircraft
{ii) Morale effect on pilob.

i

This view has been shared by personnel of snti»alruraft gung, bath
from warships and froam A.A, perseonnel, based on fourteen days of
continuous opembionsa It is tqafefOre necessary to point out

that A.A. defence with its present equipment is ineffective, against
dcuormlnea uuuacks

8. Gorman pilots fired ai ground targets with their front and
rear guns from whatever height “he alvorafb was operating x-F
even 25,000 feet. .

E

The Ju.88 is considered %o be a well designed and manoeuyvy-
6, and judging by the pilote! hendling of thess alreraft
are training their howmber pllots in the employment of
nhtaﬂ actics as well as bowber tactics., I+t ie hecessary to state
hat during the CQMbaUc of 8/Ldv. Donaldson and F/L+. Millse, although
oth pilots are of ccpronal flyvng category. they were compellad
o use unorthodox oaoulcs when Plghbvna these aireraft, It must be
borne in wind however that these pilots were flying Glediator alre
QL&IL which are considered to be useless against the Ju.88. It is
thought that the Ju,88s carry one moveable cannon firing from the
nose and twe fized standard machine guns, The rear gunner fire is
ineffective, but owing to the aireraft’s manceuvrable quelities this
is no disadvantage, except when surp*:sed.

©
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10, Full deflection attacks were employed by the mager ity of ‘the
Squadron, with a cevtain smount of success. The pilots of the
Gladia bow aireraft were not in sny danger from belmg hit by the front
and rear gunners belag outside the He,lll arc of fire. -
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Pilote who received wounds

Pilat Officer Purdy: Severe burns on face and hands.

Pilot Officer Craig-~Adams: Bullet hole in the ear,

Pilob Officer Wyatt~Smith: Shrapnel wound on the leg.

Squadron Leader Donaldison: 6Shock and effects of near-by
bursting bomb,

The faollewing officers are recommendcd for recognition of acts of
bravery:

Pilot Officer Purdy:

This officer is mentioned :in dispatches for bravery and
devotion o duty in that he remained in his cocke-pit whilst three
enemy elreraft were preparing to attock the eircraft, whilast his
Commanding Officer was assisting in 3tarting the engine of the aircrafi,
A salvo of bombs buvrst avound the aireraft and this officer only sbandoned
hig aircraft when it was set on fire by a near~by bursting bomb. This
officer, despite the painful nature of his wounds, insisted on helping
o start up other aireraft whilst tho lake was being attacked and mechino-
gunned. This officer also made s dangerous run across the ice %o agsist
¥/Lt. Milis 1in the firing of a deser;ed machine gun post.

Pilot Officer McNamara:

This officar is mentioned .in dispatches for leading a
successful attack on a He,1lll and showing great determination and
2ourage in pursuing his atvtacks, This enemy aircraft wag destroyod
in front of all ground parsonnel snd had a great effect upon their
morale, On landing from this flight the officer displayed great ocourage
in remeaining in the victinity of his olrcraft and issuing ordsrs for the
refuslling cf his aircraft when the -.ske was belng heavily attacked and
the officer only abandoned his place of duty when s salvo of boubs
destroyed his alrerals. -

Might Lieutenant R.S. Mills.

This officer is mentioned :in dispatches for marked bravery
and devotion to duty in thet he remained in this cockpit of his airorvaft
Wnillst a bombing attack was in progress and thus started his aiveraft
and took off under machine-gun five. For attacking fourtesn He.1lll and
three Ju.88 in whieh two He.lll were confirmed to have been destroyed
and thraee others unconfirwmed, Por trking over a deserted gun post
and fiving the gun at enemsy airora: when he himself was subjected to
seversc machine gun fire. For aittack.ng three Ju,88s when he himself
was mmning shorid of petrel and ammunition,

-

These three officers are s.rongly recommendsd to be
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Sergeant Russell (pilot).

This W.C.0, is mentioned in dispatches for his devotion

tc duty in that he vrearmed the Squedron sircraft throughout the
1lst the lake was being subjected to contvinuous bombing and
i gun. five, It was due b0 this N.C.0,'s good work that the
i dro¥ reralft were able to operate, and it was only when this
N.0,0, was ‘ordered to leave his duty that he did so,

=
{'.'3
".:

Sumnary of operations and resulis of 265 Squadron:

Total Qﬂvu!es » 49
Avtacks carried out against enomy aircraft - 37
Confirmed enemy casualties (aircraft) - 6

Note:s Airveraft that ave oconsidered confirmed were found by
ground ocv”onqe3 and poesitions tallied with that of pilots
41913@1" U ¢

Unconfirmed eneiny casualtics (alrcraft - 8
Four seﬂulon% were ‘employed on ground straf £ing.

Vi.ctories,
L TRty bl oty

Flight Lieutenant Mills., Confirmed 2 Unconfirmed 3
Squadron Leader Donaldson. Confirmed 2 Unconfirmed B2
Pilot Officer MoNamara, Confirmed 1 Unconfirmed O
Pilot Officer Bentley. Confirmed 1 Unconfirmed O
Pilot 0fficer Richards. Confirmed O Unconfirmed 1
Pileot OfTicer Jacobsan, Confirmed O Unconfirmed 2
Total .5, 6 Total s:,.. 8.,
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Appendix "AY.

to Part 1

COMBAT REPORT — b7 8/I,. DONALDSON.,

At 1315 hours itook off.

, . Patrolled base Tor five winutes in company with
¥/Lt. WMills.

‘ Patrolled front line and approximately 20 miles over
for 15 minntes. Returned to base. Proceeded to Aandalsnes.

?atrolled for 15 minutes. Returned to base. Time 1445 hours.

Two He.llls were sighted and attacked in company with
P/t Mills., Full deflecition tactics employed, Both aivsraft
were destroyed and confirmed victories. Attacked single He.lll
alone, Full deflection tactics employed, aircraft 1ost height
without apparent damage and crashed. Aircraft was viewed later
and pilot was found to have been shot.

Obsérved enemy Qormation of three He.llls. Approached
formation, deflection attack, aiming at leader. After approx-
imately 2 seconds burst, Foermation broke up in eonfusion. No
apparsnt damage was noticed but F/Lt. Mills reports two of the
aivcraft were in serious “rouble.- It is regretted that these
aircraft were not followed up, but at this moment the air seemed
particularly full of He,lll and it was difficult to give any
particular He.lll one's full attention. However, these twc
aircraft are claimed as 'anconfirmed'! victories.

Two He.llls wer: then seen approaching aerodrome frbm
Tast and :West. I sent visual orders to F/Lt. Mills to attack one
apprcoaching from East whilst I attacksd one approaching from
Weetb. Both attacks were <2arried out successfully but no
damage observed in either case; but enemy aircraft disappeared
from vicinity, One further attack was made on He.lli; short
purst fired with no apparent effect, Total 8 He.llls attacked;
two shared confirmed victories: one individual confirmed victory,
totbal & Fpnfirmed victoricg; and also two unconfirmed victoriles.

, "It is desired to point out that all attscks were made
with full intention of conserving ammunition and -only firing at
. range of 200/2560 yards broaking off engagement at 150/180 yards
approx. Ail attacks made deflection type. Height of attack
varied bejween 2000/6000 Yeet. Deflsction attaeks similar to
Suvton;Bridge type ABs; A6 and A7. No difficulty experienced.

At about 160D/1310 hours flight having lasted nearly
2 hours, and had run out »f ammunition in three guns port. inner
remained serviceabla with few rounds left, it was decided to
iland for re-arming and re fuelling. Ordered F/Lt. Mills %o
land Tirst whilst I should endeavour to cover his landing.
F/Lt. Mills had as it appsared touched down when four enemy
aireraft in "Vic' formation were sighted. Quarter frontal aitack
was made; but gun fired a few rounds all smmunition was expended
Alreraft were identified by ground personnsl as Ju.88. These
aircraft quickly formed line astern and prepared to attack me.
Trying to keep clear of leader, when suddenly No.£2 or No.3
turned guickly and fired at me. This was unexpected.  After -
avolding all four aivcraf: for several minutes which entalled
careful and accurate observation as much .as possible of all
four enemy.aircraft, it was decided to break off and dive %o
ground level, This was dohne. Three Ju.88 were lost but ons
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followed. During the above, ran o1t of peirol on mains and
switched over to gravity. It appeared that the one that followed
was making attack after attack for aboutten minutes. In my
opinlon pilot opened fire at top gi'eat a range, and was using
tracer. Minally looped in steep ravine placing enemy aireraft in
front of me, some 152/200 yards. “his aircraft then climbed
gquickly and was soon lost to sight. Hugging railway line closely
‘pecause colour resembled aircraft camoufiage flew to Aandalsnes
and forced landed on piece of ground that I rememvered Wing
Commander Door had explained to me. Insufficient petrol 4o
return to base. Whilst gliding tinto land & Norwegisn machine
gun posts opened fire on me. No hits observed. Cease fire

80. T understocd later wus given by Mapine Officer near gun
position, who had immediately reccgnised Gladiator and ordered
Norwegians t0 be more careful. ZLanded 15.45 approx. Successful
landing was made. After having cup of tea on aerodrome; surface
was inspected and found suitable to operate Gladiator aircraft.
Procured car as-soon as possible. Returned to baee and ordered
evacuation ¢f lake. -

i8gd.) J.W. Donaidscn
S/Ild.l9 <

Addition o above ' ' -

Wnat rear gun fire experisncsd was most inaccursate,
and always appeared to-he tracer. ‘

. - (Tnitialled) J.W.D.

COMBAT REPORT - P/0 JACOBSEN,

"Veblungsnes", Nurway.

28/4/40. Time “B45 hours spprox. -~ 18t Combat w'ih B/A. commenced

Wnilst on Offensive Patroi between "Leks Aercdrome"
at Lesjeskogen (Lat 627 18" ‘N. Long. 8° 23 E) and base serodrome
(86/4/40) at “"Veblungsnes" {Lai. 62° 30' N. Long. 7° 48" E.) nesr
Aandaisnes, ! sighted Heinkel 1:1.K. airaraft at about 2,000
yards ashgad and 1.000 yeards beiow. Ernemy airoeraft wss 2iving
and approaching Lake Aesrodrome it Lasjeskogen from the sun.
Figihter airceraft manceuvesd inte ths sum aiso and attacced He'nkel
A1X as it procesded o circis Lake Aerodeome. At a raonge of 300
yards. fighiter aireraft fired s fiv: sacond Turst giviag fuil
defiection. Return fire was seea from vear-gunner of Heinkel,
Pighier aircraft again msaosuvred 11t sun, but enemy aireraft was
diving and Tlying S.E. lusing heighs, A second attack was made
out range was approximately 400 yerds and only a three gecond
burst was given. No.return fire frm enemy aircraft was noticesbie.
Eaoemy aircraft maintained a distanc: of 400 to &00 yards range
for several minutes, when engagemen: was broken off hy fighier
aircraft owing to shoriage of petro. and distance from bhase.

26/4.740. Time 16GO hours approx. - £nd_Combet with another E/A
: ‘ gommenced. .

Fighter airoraft proceede. back along patrol area
towards base after engagement with 7irst engaged et 1445. On
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nearing base fighter aircraft encountered Heinkel 1il dead ahead
and about BOO feet below. Fighter aircraft position was now in the
nun‘ Fighter aircraft half-rolled 1nto attack and fired a.three
gcend burst at 200 yards allowing 3 deflection, and broke away to
EVOiQ colliding with enemy aircraft Heinkel now started to dive
and gecond stitack was me:de from res r—starboard’quarﬁer at 300 yards
3 gecond burst. As 3rd spttuack was ahout to be made enemy sircraft ¢
emg;oyed evasive tactimss, i.e. turning left and right, and appeared
to be losing height steadily. Enemy saircraft was attacked from the
siin, &and fired upon at range of 250 yards with a 3 seccond burst,
whereupon a portion of the undercarriage or base of fuselage and all
bombs were seen to fall from enemy aircraft. 4th attack was made
from above and from sun. - Enemy aircraft at this .period was losing
height quickly and was flying over ravines and valleys at abou:
6,000 feet). Final burst of 3 seconds was given at very close range
i.e. 100 yards, when fighter aircraft broke away to left (away
from sun) to aveoid collisicn with enemy aircraft. On clirbing back
into position for a further attack enemy aircraft was not to be seen,
whereupon the attacker assumed enemy aircraft tc have crashed into
oneg of the numerous ravines; but on making reconnaissance of area
where enemy gircraft supposadly ¢rashed for 6 mrnutes, (area - 4
miles approx. E.N.E, of Norddais Fjord) Fighter aircraft was unable
tc iccate e¢nemy aircraft and returned to base havvng had tc carry
out both .combats on Gravity Tank.

No return fire was not;: 4 from enemy aircraft after

1st attack.
| {8gd.) L.R. JACOBSEN.
P/G
23/4/40,
Combat. Report by P/0 Jacobsen
| - aontd. - | .
26/4 /4 . 163 hours.

Having landed after carrying cut combats No.l and
? ‘on 26/4/40 - T again took off to intercept several Heinkels 111 or
Junkers 88 which were carring ouh intensive bombing over base and
Fjord. Figh*ter azrcraft ¢’ imbed to 22,000 feet, but owing to lack
of Cxygen in a:rcraft was cpmpelled to patrol at 22,000 feet, Encmy
aircraft were carrying out their bombing at this stage from 25,000
feet - approx.) After petrolling et 22,000 feet for some time
and being unablile to intercept bombsr, fighter airceraft returned to
base to evoild risk of interfering with A/A fire from ground.

‘ggd. ) L.R. JACOBSEN.
P/0,

V'v‘:
kel

/4740,

~.

COMBAT REFPCQRY - by E’0. RICHARDS.

At Liusjaskougen, Norway.
25/4/40.  Time appieox. 1300 hours. .

Turok ofT from base and had bteen on patrol for 46

minutes. He'nke: 111 on pert side approx. 1.00C feet helow,
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I attacked and gave one short burst at about 300 yards. Heinkel
turned down valley and I attacked with one long burst. A}l ammun-
ition used up. Last sight of aircraft when I broke away. F/Sgt.
of the ground staff confirmed smoke -and 0il from port engine and
aircrart went down below hills., No fire observed from rear

gunner of Heinkel. Height 8,000 feet.

96/4/40. Time approx. 140C hours.
While taxying back after refuelling did emergency take
off and attacked Heinkel at about 400C feet. I got in one burst
of about 5-6 seconds and Heinkel did steep turn tc the lsft.
Bullets from rear gunner went through my main planes and one through

windscreen. 1 opened fire at about 300 yards. Rear gunner opened
fire at spcut 600 yards.

(Signed) W.P. RICHARDS
P/0. |
29/4/4C.
COMBAT REPORT - P/O BENTLEY.

25/4/40. Lesjaskogen,; Norway.
Time 0445 hours. Aircraft Gladiator No.B624.

I took off to intercept a Heinkel 115 seaplane which
was bombing a railway station five miles South West of the Base.
Climbing up to 4,000 feet I saw the enemy aircraft flying fairly
low up & valley. I dived on it and fired a burst of about 2 seconds
from 4GC yerds toc 150 yards. The rear gunner was firing all tracer
ammunition from twin guns mounted on a Scarff ring, his fire was
“naccurate, most of it passing over my head. I broke away and
siimbed up to avoid a mountain. The enemy aircraft appeared to
sacelerate very rapidly, - black smoke coming from his exhausts.
He had an airspsed of something between 200 and 210 m.p.h. with
this acceleration.

T dived on him again, coming up underneath in a No.2
attack, I opened fire at 250 yards and closed at 100 yards, the
rear gunner was able to point his guns down over the side almost
vertically to shoot at my eircraft as I was coming up.

I continued firing from the astern position and the rear
gunner stopped firing. The port engine was spluttering badly
with smoke coming thickly from under the cowling, the airscrew of
this engine could be seen to be turning slowly. I broke away and
broke off the engagement. .

My port cutboard gun had jammed with a separated case
after firing 7 rounds.

. P/0. Hughes went in tc attack this aircraft shortly
after I broke away.

(Sgd.) M.H. BENTLEY.
P/0.
29/4,/40.,
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COMBAT REPORT - P/O. S.R. McNAMARA. y

On the 25tH of April, 1940, I had landed after making a
reconnaissance flight to Xven vhen I observed s Heinkel 111.K.
pagsing overhead. I immediately taxied out again and took aff
climhing t¢ 3,000 fest,

The enemy turned itouv mske a bomhvng attack on the lake and
made a levcl quarter attack ¢n it during which the port engine
issued clouds of block smoke. I then dived and made an F.A.A. No.2
hich developed into a sterﬂ ettack. In the guarter attack 1 opened
‘ire at at ap pvoaimaneiy 200X end broke away at about 10C* . The ‘
stern attack -was sontianued wp to BOX, '

W Hh s s e

I A

] The enemy Lired a corsiderable amount of inéendiary and
tracer bullets in the first attack but ceased fire sompletely in ithe
gusuing attacks. ‘ :

The enemy fvna 1y creshed about 186 miles up the valiey.

My aircraft was undansaged

'Sgd.) 5.R. MoNAMARA.

PO

COMBAT REPORT - by SGT.. H.H. KIJCHENER.

l\?

h <‘!. DI’ .i .l 5 "L 94." :

Unidentified aircraft neard at 2130 hours. Flew up aud
down %he waliley very low and after fen minutes saw a biplansg :
siiqcu Lueu in sky; upon investigation fovad to be of the Norwegian
Al

Another unidentified sircraflt heard at 2216 hours. m”ok

T off end emoluyed the szame low flying tacties bui no contact made.

Landed ai 2235 hut owing to. ite being very dark and there bheing no
night flying squi pment T landed rather heaviiy and burst a tyre

an@ broke the inter~plane sitruts on the starboard side,

25th April, 1940.

m Had jJjust landed from an inland rgeomaissance Flight whed
a Heinkel 113 was sighted aspprcaching ihe bus When . msde contact
the port e

nging of the easmy a*rcraf* was al neauv out of action. I
oni thres P &, altac using all my ammunl (ion; o apparent
& o 5, lrgreft arashed some Twe miles furthar

Ty gonar zeesralc OF S Ssguaisy 2o /8T Aacket whila goasmy
= Py Qf’
g ~ 1 TN T FIa T
el e A4, KITOHABRER
o3 -1\
g0, TBiLO



COMBAT REPORT - by SGT. MILLIGAN.

At approximately 2120 on 24.th April, 1940, an_unident-
ified aircraft passed the.esastern end of base. ‘I took off and
ciimbed %o eight thousand feet.. By this time the airveraft was
some way away. I gave chase and identified it as 2 Heinkel 111,
I had not sufficient speed to make en attack and the machins was
oul of range so I returnsgd tc  Tbase, ' '

At about 1130 hours on April 25%h I was on patrol over
uwhie base at about three thousand feet when T saw a shadow »n the
810w beneath me. I looked up and sew to the right of me, an
S enemny ailveraft which T identified as a Heinkel 111, 7 climbed o
intgrcept him and found he was flyirg at about 3,500 feet. He was
travelling very fast, T carried out a quarter attack slightly
diving and gave-a burst of approximetely 180 rounds from each gun
Tollowing through to an 2stern attack. As I was then approximately
10 miles from base I revurned having broken off the combat. No.
apparent results., and no damage to own aircraft.

{8gd.) G.S. MILLIGAN.
SGT. /PILOT, .
COMBAT REPDRT - by P/0 J.S. HUGHES

0450 nhours on 25th April, 1940, I took off. after having
miich trovble to stapt uy engine, to engdge a Heinkel 118 {Float
plane). PO, Bentley was attacking this aircraft some distance
away. ©/0. Bentley broke away from his attack and I chased the
aiveraft which was diving towards the mountains; I fired one very
long burst, at approximately 500 yards range, and ihe bullets
entered the Puselage approximately aft of the main planes. The
raireralt wag flying at s nigh speed and I could not get into range
again 8o I broke off the combat. No damage to own aircrafs.

G730 hours on 25%h April, 1940, a Heinkel 111 fliew across
the landing at approximately 4,000 faet.. I took off to engage
this -airceraft, but was unable to get into Tange so0 refurned to base,
ne rounds being firéd. ' : :

U750 hours on 28th April; 1940, T took off to engage
Al snemy alrcraft which wag approaching from the East, I firead ,
three short bursgis intc the tail and broke away. The enemy aircrafft
turned on to my tail and on diving to get out of range of his front
guns 1oa% sight of the aircraft, so returned Lo base and landed, no
damage Lo own aircraft. This aircrafi was Junkers 88,

(sgd.) J.8. HUGHES.
P/0.
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PALT 2.

Report of Activities of R.A.F., Advance Party
in _Norway (Asndalsnes Base)

The R.A.F. party which embarked upon H.M.S. ARETHUSA on
the 2Blst April; consisted of five officers, who had been diverted
Trom their ori glnal fanctions in the proposed Trondheim operations,
and a servicing flight of one officer and 60 men who had been.
hastily deqnatched from Craniield.

2. Thc capabilities of the servicing pavoy, the nature of
their equipment, and the conditions to be expected on arrival in
Wow'aJ were unknown quanbjulosg "Movements after landing" plans

wvere therefore drawn up on the assumption that no assistance or
facilities would bhe available after disembarkation.

3. E-MGS, ARETHUSA arwvived at Ammdalsnes at midnight on the
Hnd April. The imporiance of clearing the area of all stores
708 stressed by the Naval officer in charge and ARETHUSA's 50 tons

petrel deck cargo was shifted to a railway tunnel five miles
l"or\Aandaanes by OuOO hours on the 23rd. One officer had been
previously detailed to carry out an "accommodation" reconnaissance
and troops were got into an empty hotel. (It was leapned the
Tollowing mOﬂnjnﬂ that the hotel had been vacated by Force
Headguarters the previous afiernoon because it was in the zone
of “misses" of bombs aimed at the jetty)-.

1 O

b On the wornina, 2324 April, half the servicing party
were sent by road tec Lesjeskogen to arrange fuel dumps around
the lake.

Force Headguarters was visited and the military situation
learned., Difficulties of cvmmunscatlon were stressed by Colonel
Simpson in commend of the base at the time. He emphasized thet
the only telephone systen was Operated by Norwegiens whose
integrity was dono»ﬂul, end the line was probably tapped by enemy

agents. NWothing of importance could therefore be said on the
'phone, and as a means of guerding information, riddles. and
parables had to be resorted To. British officers became gulte
expert at trensiating such messages as "Send me over a few more
hovties of that good drink of yours® into "Despatch a further
con ignment of 100 octane Fth"@ Often the operators spoke no
glish at all and numbers ountside the local exchange were
unuTWCUP377e; :
5, AT midday on the 26rd April, the site of the proposed
landing ground at Setnes moen wvas visited. Squadron Leader Whitney
Stroight was met there and the general serodrome situation
discussed with him, He was not very optimistic about fiading
any sites Tit Tor immediate jLanding and he feolt very gitrongly
abont the rejection of his propossl to use Vengsmjose Leake.
Beforce leaving the site a 1ittle local labour was regimented to
comnence 1ove111n0 operations, They worked slowly however and
gcattered at the sound of a distant aircrafdb.

6. ”h”oughout the day aly attacks were carried out by the
eneny against the jetty at Aendalenes- No hits were registered
though near misses destroyed houses in the neighbourhood.

7. At mtdnighu on the 23rd, H.M.S. GALATLA arrived with
the equipment of the servicing pariy, and with a W/T. set and
operators under Sanadron Leader Gilbart Smith., The 30 men
remainlng in Aandslenes workel until ds'nght moving boxes from



the  Juths to tree chtbr on the outslirts of Aandsisnes. No 1ist
Of eguipnent had be sent and toxes were not labelled as .to their
contents., ”be“c wa° no British military trensport at Aendalsnes
and. lorries had to be impressed from she few remaining local. people.
Two only weve p“OCUFablO at uhls time so only the most essential

:an buulo be shifted to Les eskogen, This meant that every boxz

had 0 be ovened to aseertain lp conentiS. «

l‘\
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y the eséential gear and the remainder of the
i the Lake, Wing Commander Keens and

1:

nicds

' Q)
Q'r

il Jeft Tom

ki wh’unuy 8% raight followed during the afternoon
sly despatched a signal saying that 263 Sqguadron
1800 hours“ : '

& O Q'?

having ON‘\T!

S

aonld land

S GO“LWuWO“S at the ILeke were difficult in the extreme, .
The o pared rumvay wes hald a mile from.the shore and thisg distance
had ne covered Lhwougn a depth of one foo of snow. The only
aval la s UCOMﬂUOmuLOL was two miles from the Lake and the only

i”ﬂﬂb“) tothet could be used to conver the stores from the road to
the runwavtwas orse-drawn sledges. Three of these were procurable

w
oceasionsll W,

10. A% 1700 hours on the 24+4h the Leke was ready for the

i of %he QLQdVBuO”ﬁSquﬁdPODSa Fuel and ammunition were
leld in small dumps along the rupvay, and as- only two - Pefuelling

X s had been seut, Jugs and petrol tins of all sorts were
celleeted vo help the work of fe'uellrﬂga - o starter trolley:

7o vallablc for use that dey, the trolley batteries had arrived
uncharged state and without a supply of acid, BEfforts were
na © evening to commandeer serviceable accumulators From
lorries but without success. _

i During the afiternocon Heinkelis were active at a great
height overhead, ¥o Dowbs were dropred and it is more than likely
that a photographic ; oconmalsSﬁnce was being carried out. Wh138
This was going on, a Flight of Skuss arrived.snd routed the
reconnoitring aircra £, : '

1R, hours, 18 Gladiators of 268 Squadron arrived,
Dome AifTl 3 eX .iOﬂCOd in gesiting the pilots 4o disperse
thelr machi a Squ» on Leader Donnldson was glvon full partic-
aiy end ground situation cx;stl'g in the Aandalsnes~
TPESE Wos Ta¢d on the imporianece of the gecurity
X round and a request mide by the Base Commander for
e dawin uaLﬂGW of the Dombas area was Hassed on to him, Instructions
“v" the operational control of this sguadron which had been
JWing Commander Keens were also passed to Squa dyon Leader

vening, beFore all the pilots had left the

Cio. Loate that e
, an alrcraflt was heard in the, v¢nlnit3 and a Gladistor ook
NOo Intercepition was made oulaﬂ_ cC bad ligbu, and the strange
craft was later id

entified as a Forker be onging to ohe Norwcgian

.'. Qrce [ T

i, A dawn patrol, arv 1angod Tor the movuﬁag of the 25th April,
failed to take off owing %o the dlflm,u“ty in starting the Gladiators.
& ds thought that the Squadron Commaider should have teken steps. to
S Warm the‘edgiﬁes of at Loas* a S‘CulOn of his mach¢ﬂes«,

)e-,

it v_.: ;-

"

A% 0700 hours wo Gladiators were started and 1eP for the
Dowmbas area,
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1B, The servicing pertyr was still struggling to start more
engines when an enemy bombing attack on the landing area weas
Taunched at about 0830 hours. - Three Heinkels each dropped eizhi
boidbs from 6,000 feet. One bomb fell close to two Gladiators
rarked near to each other and both were destroyed, The- second
bombh Tell within 10 yards of another Gladiator in which the pilot
wag seated endeavouring to siart it. The Gladiator was set on
firo and the pilot escaped with 8 burnt face. Soon after this
the two (ladiators which had got off at 0700 hours returned and
another DOMDLQ attack was carried out whilst they were refuelling.
Two more G Gd'&bOPb were destroyed but three more tvook off almost
immediately and carried out & patrol in the aevodrome vicinilty.
The leader of thils section made the mlsteke of not keeping on the
up~st gide of the Lake, The glare looking into the sun at the
Lake was almos unbearable and from the alr it must have been

impossible o 8pot from the down-sun side an aeroplasne flying over

the Lake; thus at about 1030 hours two Heinkels flew serenely
over the Leke and bombed the runway whilst a section of Gladiators
on the down-sun side of them and close by remained ignorant of
thelr presence .

i6. By this time accamulators from lorries had been obtained
and Tivted to the starter. trolley snd five Gladiators were got
into the air. . : : .

7. Enemy attacks continued, however, and 1t became clear
that even 3P no more alrcrafi were wrecked by bombs the runway
would be completely unserviccable by the evening. Wirg Commander .
Keens - thevefore gave orders ihat all Gladiators were to teke Off .
from the Lake meca‘dbe1y they were refuelled and were 1o proceed
cﬂd attenpt to land at Setnesmoen. Wing Commandeyr Keens then
eturned toAsndelsnes and goi the available landing area at .

gtnesmoen c¢learved.
18, At the end of the (ay five serviceable (ladlators wers
v Setnecsmoen landing ground and the runway at LGSJeSKOgen had
ccn completely destroyed. '

19. That evening, General Panet arvrived and held a conierence.
the conclusion. he reguested ﬁhac the Air Mlnwsory ke asked for
saviy bomber attacks on the enemy communications in the south of
an, A Sﬁgna“ to this effect was ﬁccordlnglv despatened but 1t
t with a reply that the target was out of: reange., :

O

. Wing Commander Keens gave orders for the employment of
the remaining GWadiators on +he following day (26th Aprii,, One
machine was ordered to carry out a gecoanals sance of sites already
earmarked as possible landing grounds. - Three were 10 maintain
gsecurity patrol over the Amdalsnes-Setnesmoen ares. .One was Lo
Por? along the line Dombas~0ita to endeavour +to obtain information

egarding our own and enemy Hroop p081t10qs which was urgently
ﬁOGuLﬁ G by Force. {Oadquarte’s

2

frin)
)
W
[ Y
@ 5O I
RO

Although Setnesmoen landing ground was not bombed during
th the atiack onpsndalsnes continued. The Gladistor detailed

t
o) Dombasg rﬂnonqalssoncp force landed near Dombas, and three
of the remaining Gladiators vere unserviceable with engine trouble .
"2t the end of Lhe dey. A large area of fndalsnes in the vicinity
of thz jetty was hurning fievcely by evening.

22, - In regponse to the Air Ministry suggestion that Blenheim

Tighter should be sent, it was stressed that they would be useless
accompanied by fuel, oil, amwnition and a few malntenance crews
with tool kits. it was sugpested that these be sent by Sunder-
land. ’
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luO food and accommodation problem was acute at ‘this time,
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ficient only for ithe sewvvicing flight that had
Lgvnajly and these ’rlafa been dug into by the 18
Vo1 Sauadronu iv was therefore decided %o.

the Gladiatvor pilote to England by the first aval}able vegsel.

th A9ril, no Giaaﬁetows flew from Setnesmoen.
the ane available could do l1little mOfe than .

TS of this landing ground and it was herexore

el with the other three unserviceable ones.

lsnes continued ibJeughOOU the dayu« qua@ron

h, in cherge of &the R.A.F. W/'T set wal injured
and the pilots of 268 %quaafon left by.s S.

t stores vntOIMnde snes at dusk..

o
§

Sguadron Leader (ross,’ i ihe Ufflcev Commandvng 46 Squadron,

nd at 2000 hours. This Sunderland was avtacked
ftew it alighted but it replied with good effect

t, and Squadron Lecder Whitney Straight, who was

5 of the opinion that the Heinkel was shot down.

8 after inspecti ng Setnssmoen pronounced
report to the Alr Ministry was sccaording-
;0 Bangland by Scuadron Leader Cross.
%quadron proceed to Setnesmoen immedinte-
koy mei:, and sevvicing equipment accom~

d-*"U‘

1
the nowvﬁvo of wgtu Apfl 8t a conference at Army
os&ikhility of v1thcrama1.of che Force was annOaned

'nal was devafied to Air Ministry stating that %he

that’ hu:ricanes ODPTOte immediately from Setnesmosn
r movement of the figuadron by air was again put
tq this signal was wece:ved announcvng Alr Minisnr

nent oFX &mdelenes continued throughout the day.
clzed 8

tore of R.A.®. petrol was blown.upa

C'\"

i

>
-

pr;l,.the;enem" bombardment was switched 1o
aes o where. the R.A.F. contingent had moved

‘E:
Rl
1‘0:0
-

return from Lake T.esjeskogen. R.A, P, péersonnel
ay without injury vut the magori ty of tbem lost
and eguipment. :

nevdquawbers. in nhe af"cernoopy
snbark f the first part of the Force wers
1n- snded that abou 1,000 troops snould be Bvac~
The units deitailed included the R.A.F.- Servicing

S‘J 9
b
1t
Q
=

ament of twoops took wlace unitil dusk.

2100 houre enemy aivcraly showered inéerdiary~
NS remaining snaacjrg in the vieinity of the
g 86311 OQPH¢DP furiously when the first troop

the jetty took place at about 2500 hours. It

t & cruiser wouta come in to embark the Force
sloop 9erved capible of accommodating only
dars were thereéforc given Yor the rema;ndor to
ni.les to Alfaranes and arrangements were -put
to call at the village the £ olWOWLDg night.
ed away fvom ‘he Jeitv intc the darkness of




24,

the fjord when the enemy commnenced a night bombardment. Flares
were dropped low over the jeutty and more incendiavy bombs and H.E.
dropped in the jetty vieinity., -

- Aftgr this attack had been dellvered the problem of
rounding up the Sur.gglers of the Force who had been detailed to
march o Alfarnes had to be faced,

Wing Commander Keens, Squadron Leader Whitney Straight
and ﬂ%uln Officer Alexander. who had been sheltering under the
bulks of timber under the jetty during the bombardment, proceeded.
in two lorries to Hen, and by 6400 hours the following morning

Oth) &il R,A.F. personnel who had not been embarked had been
hm”ﬁ red. - '

27 . Flyino OCficer Alezander was detailed 0 proceed 'in
harge of the R.A.F. personncl to Alfarnes and at 0700 hours ,
quvﬂawon Leader Whiunej Straight and Wing Commaader Keens returned
16 Amdalsnes 1o obtain details of the proposed. embarkation of troops

at Alfarnes and to take steps to make unserviceable the equipment
at Setnesmoen, ’ ~

28, Feovy bombardment was in progress atdsndalsnes and
Sguadron Leader Whitney Straight was severely injured by bonb
fragments. Force Fcﬁdquart@rs were struck by a spray of
incendiary hombs and burat to the ground. There was no casualty
clearing station qva:.lab.l,o at Aandalisnes and Sqguadron Leader

v Straight was teken to the Norwegian Hospital at Hen~~
British casualties in this hospxual and been embarked the
previcus night and arrangements had to he made therefore to remove

i a

. On returning to Aandelgnes in the afcefnoon to ascerta1n
further details Ffrom Force Headguarters (now moved 1lnto the woods
on Phe hillside) it was found that concentrated air autack was
being delivered oq Setnesmoen ¢an63ng ground. At least three

sectiong of Ju.88's were carﬂvtng sut a ilow flying bombing and
ﬁthLﬁe gunning atteck on the landing grounds. They continued
thelr attack for nearly two hours by single aircraft in succession,

spraying the area ‘with front and rear guns in additlon to dronpvnv
saivoes of Llight boubb, . :

29« At 1900 hours on the 80th, Wing Commander Keens again
revurned o De1g and collectad quadvop Leader Whitney Stra*ght
and other British casualties which had been brought into that
AOuplua1 daﬁ: ng the day and proceeded with them to Alfarnes. ~In
spite of a drive in the olac*out along the precipice road the
whele partu veached Alfarnes &t 9000 hours.

30. H.M.S, WANDERER was 1lying. ofr but had ngLnded by the
ern and there was considerable anxiety as to whether she would
got off before next high water which was well into daylight

me *o“t @Q]. H.M.8, SIXH arwlved just before midnight and
owaed off H.M.S., WANDERER.

[l

=]

L‘ o W
=~ o

S U The majority of the R.A.FP. personnel were embarked in
H.14,8. WANDERER, Squadron Leader Whitney Straight and Wing
Commander Keens were embarked ia H.M.S. SIKH.

52. . During the journey from Alfarnes to Scaps only one air
attaok was ex 1cp¢oncode .

_SSH__ Soapa was voqcb ¢ midday on ho 2nd May. Sauadron
cader Whitney 't“aAgﬂﬁ was cransferred to H.M. Hospital Sthc

-
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WOUE Of GERMAN AIR ATTACKS: AAIDALSNES ~ LESTESKOGEN AREA.

hen'cloud forced enemy aircraft into range of Orliker

A, i
oW ufort bombing was wild. At Lesjeskogen when attacked
Ly a5 two 1z released their bowbs haphazardly at 1,000 feet.
in ¥l ombs did net explode, in the other instance, there
van a delay of ebout five seconds before detonation afier the bombs
i thb ground, This was the only cbserved instance of delay ection
¢ s}

L with sand and bombs with wooden nose plugs were
Aslesunds. .

'

nDonbs,.  Bombg £1
¥enurtad Tound at

P

2, ?alachuna troops captured by Ski paufols were well equipped
r

with excellen ations, They We ¢ armed with an automatic machine
sun pimtol. i
&. It was reporited - though I was unable to obtain canflrmaulon -

12t & Forwegian Ski patrol found. thiee Germans in deep snow, twd with
"u”bﬂ 105” and one shob aegd The veport stated the men had been
cordered to Jump from a low flying aircraft into deep snow wilthout paraw-
chuﬁes awd one wan refused to do so and was shot and uhrown out. Army
intelligence from Sickle Torce may - nvaw more light this report.

chine guwnning was cavried oub by enemy bombers before and
ing berbs from all heighits. Bullets wers scattered over
This practice was observed even when shlps were be1ng

0,000 Teet or more.

shes was bombed with H.E, of aboum 10 1lbs. and with
ries, Heinkels seemed to carey 8 100~1b. H.E. bhombs
¢ of aboub twelve ancldvarlesa H B. was us uaLly
shicks Gf uunA though salvoes were occasionally released.
) WE ropped in sticks covering between half a mile and
; iari“ﬁ gpluttercd and fizzled for half a minute before
iﬂtGLSS flame and.burn’ g for about three minubes.

uracy was Tairly good, With no opposition to
o Wap efven dropped and subseguently errors were
100 yards from 6,000 - 10,000 feet. The main
i gainst which attacks were di"ecﬁod for over a week
nit. Tbe 1eﬂresb bomb was ovwenty yards sway. On the other
Jstty at “bblﬁQSQ@Sﬂ wes blown up with & direct hitv by
boub dropped in the vieiniity.

7 from the 28th April uO 30th April the enemy was complebaly
he Tlew in ”ﬂuher bad formatlions of thres -~

uneppased by ALA. fire and
o up and one stragg 3
released 1un threes - one by

18 outside ¢f the circuit. Bombs were
ach off “he formation:

; Only one night reid was experienced, parachuite fleres were

Q. WPjnF~ LS always &
i ks full

¢ bluck smoke whon they cpened up their
engines Lrom TLG. : ’

@

. :OOD!‘LLE;.I.L‘.{':.’T .,':r J: .

3 are Looﬂ;;ﬁi%hsﬁrmmﬁmmrarLﬁm

in Norway., &piifires on floats would seem

i Sguadrony ssnt oubt shouid be operaticnally
lined and ghould appreciate the magnitude of
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26,

2e Refuelling troughs and snart1ng trpallies. The ex¢st¢ng
gattevn of these All-impartant 8rticies Are Mest tarribly unwieldy.,
Would i% q&c be pessinle to havs a gtandard chassis suLnable for
poth these items, bbe chassis 1t be foldable like a child's pushchair
and to hs Vo the. petrol btrough with its accompanying pump and the
accumulator 10LCGI with their Accompanying cables and swiltches as
ites These could then be readily stowed in a dinghy, or
ODCLablgﬂ wasg reqvircd> they could be put into. the
Lar Le pushchair chassis.,

r-l 01

5 ingtepd of. sending a “scrateh¥ servicing parity it would be
bettar if the 5QLcdﬁcq selected to move provided 1ts own key servicing
na ;menb The normal unit equipment couzd be augmented
avticular ﬁeqalremenvs of the squadron'’s destlnation

2
;‘3’ o)
Dy
I.J (-Jo
$.;

SCCHY A4 .'.' N VW]

A Whenever equipment is despatch without it having first
passed through the hands of uho unit each case should be labelled
v a brief description of ite contenis.

Points of particular importance te¢ units whioh may nrocesd to Norway

—

5. Checks. Heavy wooden ones are bad. The ideal is light
collapsible vaveern with sawhooth pratruding downards from the -
‘(“G‘\l’) ud"u,

8, Accumuiators. These should be despatehed fully charged
ond emptied accompanied by acid diluted ready for use.

icane Lamps are v*rw'bulky, liablie %o get smaghed and
essaﬁy encumbrancs if no paraffin is aaailabT@,
item should be raplaced by a glpply of candles.

. Portable solid fuel cwaker' world be invaluable for uss
uneil better cosking arvrangements could be es%a:llshedo

©.  GClothes and persaonal sguipment

The follawing are most Gesirableie

>ive high neck sweatars, :
ma coats as igsued Lm the Navy,
e

& i

G
oo

i boots with long stockings,

S lesping bags much preeferable to valise and blankets,

nti-glare godgi 8. These should be of very simple

and chesp pattern. Suggest tilnted version of the

- Anti~gags zoggles. [t would be betier to have a lotb

' cheary _ﬂple ones than a few elaborate and expensive.
ones,

Yne standard pattern steel helmet proved useless sgainsgt

viging splinders from bomb bursts., The ideal would be

coal scuvtle pativern,

PR O]

ltc in general, mgbi lle af Uﬁlc and personal eguipment ls the
i, This can be achieved oﬁiy if every piece of equipment and
ig vgeful and nothing but arsolutely userful articles ig teken.
11@1 should be kitted out Lo an aretic 'scale” before they
their homs SbauWGHS epd grerything elee should be left behind.
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COM RN §__ BY THE COMMANDING OFFICER 265{?‘2 SQTJADROI\T
 REPCET OF ACTIVITIES OF R.A, B, ADVANCE PARTY IN NORWAY
(AANDALSHES BASE)
Paregraphs 1 - 3. ‘ ' | .

Ne comnent.

Tho use of the telzphone was fepéried to be tapped by
ents and Ving Commander Keens sent an arrival message as
"LS &la dla ors avrived at Lake Lesdeskogeﬂ" over the

cyghewpd mhls tel paonlng was done in the presence of

Tlight Licutenant Mills who reported this incident to his
conEda 1diag fricew. .

This acition was questioned as to the advisability of
vsing the telephone Yor that message at the time. Furthermore
7oen the squadron was given instructions to embark for the United
Kingdom the telsp hone was ussd’ again by a Major from the R.A.P.

information that a sguadron was embarking thab

Squadron giving the
T the following day for 6 hours.

ship was bombv

——

The Sqguadroxn landed ab 1000 hours and ithe pilots worked .
until 0230 houwrs on the following day in dispersing their aivcraft.
Wing Commender Xeens was not present at this hour. - . .

K

An Iix bSTCCptioﬂ was made durlnc
i as a Horweglian aircraflt.

the darkness and was

1wes of the reaéln.eso section were run during
_1°uL0vs and the controls of the aircraft froze
tawn,

] howsver, 2 aiveraft took off at 0445 hours
v nkel 115, which was destroyed. Concerning
{4

bai

= -— -

the 2 Gladiastors ”hlcb ieft for Dombacs, no orders -were given to
p e o > bt ¥t £

P?light to be carried rut.

&

]
“
g
&
{de
i

With reference to the rvemarks made about flying on the

upsun s8ide of the Lake the pllots have experienced no difficulty

whatsoever, and any failure to intercept Heinkels would be due to
. the inexperience of ths pilois.

.

Paragrapn 16,

Wing Coomender Xeens did not give any instructions to
the Commanding Officer of th: Squadron, For airvceraft to land at



Wila g

Setnesmoen. Squadron Leader Donaldson on his return to the Lake
at 1900 hours issued orders that the Laks should be evacuated and
2ll serviceable aircreft were then {lown to the other landing
ground and 2 more left on the following day at 0200 hours.

Paragraph 18.

Agreed,

Paragraph 19.

No commernt.

Wing Commander Keens issuel certain orders to 1nd1v1dﬂa1
and these instructions were not referred to the squa&ron
These orders were conflicting and in agtual fact it

was requested that a section of aircpaft should ground-sitrarfe at
Dombees and Otte, and not as Wing Commander Keens stated to barry
ocut recoanalssance.

Paragraph 21.

uvl,g vhe bombing attack there were 2 @ladiaters

atterpting to- attack the Heinkels.which were fly;ng at 25,000 foetu
This height could no% he reached owiag %o lack of oxygen.
Paragrapn 2. ,

By comment.

No comment.

Papagraph 36.

..1

It is suggested that the rsason why the RGA.Fc Headquarters

& Q.
were bOﬁbbu was due to she use of th2 telephone and the fact that
“R.A.F. Headguarters” was chalked up on.the doors out81de, making
it obvious tiet it was an imporitant muilding.

_ There are no Turther comweats on the ves% of the report as
the squadron lefit Aandalanes. :

The receommendations in maii are agreed with.





